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The Feral Cats 
01 Turners Falls 
BY JANEL NOCKLEBY 
TURNERS FALLS -
The feral cats of Turners 
Falls, who predominantly 
lurk on 4th Street 
between Avenues A and 
L, have many friends and 
a few detractors. They 
own the block, so the 
good opinion of residents 
seems to affect that not a 
whit. 

One accommodating 
friend, long-time resident 
Bonnie Magner, feeds the 
outdoor cats once or 
twice a day on 4th street. 
Her bowls of Kibbles 
usually find shelter from 
the rain beneath a mail­
box, or on the stoop of a 
friendly office building. 
"Some of the cats are so 
desperate for affection. 
It's heartbreaking," said 
Magner. "Some of them 
you can't get near. But, I 
try ve1y hard not to get 
too close to them person­
ally. It breaks my hea1t if 
all of a sudden they're not 
there, and you don't know 
what happened to them," 
she said. 

Magner repo1ts that 
there seem to be fewer 
homeless cats now than 
before she staited feeding 
them - about four years 
ago - though she's not 
sure why. Perhaps some 

have been taken in, or 
perhaps there is less 
dumping of cats, she 
speculates. She is happy 
to see that the cats that do 
remain appear to be 
healthier, and that cat 
homelessness downtown 
may be decreasing. 

"I staited being a cat 
lover, you know, years 
and years ago," Magner 
said. She can't explain 
why she started feeding 
them, but perhaps it was 
the same instinct that 
caused her to adopt 
Samantha, a cat who was 
about to become home­
less a few years ago. 

The 4th Street cats 
know her voice well. 
When she calls "Kitty, 
Kitty, Kitty," sometimes 
up to six cats show up. 
Magner's favorite is an 
old tomcat who loves to 
talk and talk. "I've got my 
talker. He's telling these 
tall, tall stories," she 
laughed. 

Might Mr. Tom be 
doing something else in 
addition to talking? 
Random inquiries into the 
state of cat-hood on 4th 
Street revealed that at 
least two cats living on 
the block are cul1'ently 
pregnant. One is a stray 

see FERAL pg 10 

4th Street Kitry 1vith a beauty mark. 

THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES 

Montague 
Sixth Graders 
will Move to 
Middle School 
G-M Committee Votes tor 
Intra-District Choice 
BY LISA MERKEL 

The Gill-Montague Regional School 
Committee voted in favor of two major 
initiatives at their Janua1y 23rd meeting 
at the Turners Falls High School. By an 
8-1 vote, the committee approved a 
motion by Valeria Smith to allow intra.­
district choice, to give parents the 
option to send their children to any of 
the elementary schools in the Gill­
Montague district, regardless of which 
town they live in. Intra-district choice 
students would be assigned to available 
classroom seats according to a policy 
still being fine-hmed by the committee. 
Teny Lapichinski cast the sole vote 
against the motion, which must now be 
approved by special town meetings in 
both Gill and Montague in order to 
come into effect. 

Secondly, by a vote of 8-0, with Ted 
Castro-Santos abstaining, the commit­
tee approved a motion by Valeria Smith 
to move the sixth grades from Sheffield 
Elementa1y School and Montague 
Center School to the Great Falls 
Middle School. The elementaiy schools 

see SCHOOLS pg 11 

BY KATHY LITCHFIELD 
Gill-Mont.ague Regional School 
District Superintendent Sue Gee 
has accepted the position of 
superintendent of the Quabbin 
Regional School District, pend­
ing final contract negotiations. 
ALI URBAN PHOTO 

JANUARY 25, 2007 

"It's an excellent school dis­
trict, and it seems to really be 
moving forward with many 
wonderful programs for the sh1-
dents," she said, mentioning "a 
world language depa1tment with 
a five-year sh1dy of Chinese, 

see GEE pg 7 

Outerspace Band Lands 
at Route 63 Roadhouse 

BY SEAN LEVEILLE 
MILLERS FALLS - I 
blasted off to see the 
Outerspace Band at the 
Route 63 Roadhouse in 
Millers Falls last 
Sahtrday, Janua1y 20th. 
The band, local heroes 
from way out in Wendell 
is revving up for their 
40th Anniversa1y Tour, a 
distinction not too many 
rock bands beyond the 
Stones can claim. 

As the second set 
gathered steam in a club 
packed with longhaired 
locals sporting more than 
just a touch of gray, lead 
guitarist John Moses 
remarked, ''This is our 

Outerspacemen John 'Klondike' Koehler on bass; John Moses, lead guitar; and David 
Lenson, sax, with Michael Wiskry keeping the beat at the Roadhouse Saturday night 

Falls tour. We are play- from here to Turners Shelburne Falls, maybe 
ing every roadhouse Falls. That includes see BAND pg 13 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
She's A Gem! 

Jewel 
Jewel is a four-year-old 

female domestic shorthair cat in 
need of a good home. You could­
n't find a more lovely girl! She is 
all white with an orange splash on 
her head, part of her tail had to be 
amputated after she had a little 
motor vehicle accident - look 
both ways kids! She loves to 
snuggle and curl up in your 
lap. One thing Jewel does not 
love is dogs. She thinks they 
are a big problem! She does 
get along well with other cats. 
For more information on 
adopting Jewel, please con­
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email at 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 

Family Fun Day 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS- There will 
be a Family Fun Day at the 
Carnegie Libraiy on Saturday, 
Janua1y 27th, from 2 - 4 p m. 
The event will include action 
stories read by Children's 
Librarian Linda Hickman, pirate 
activities, sto1y stretchers, win­
ter a1ts and crafts and Books for 
Bingo. The program is designed 
for elementary school aged chil­
dren, but entire families are 

encouraged to attend. There will 
be a special raffle for all family 
members who ai·e issued libraiy 
cards that afternoon. There will 
also be a used book sale in the 
basement of the Carnegie 
Libra1y from noon - 4 p.m. the 
same afternoon to benefit the 
Friends of the Montague Public 
Libraries. Thousands of books 
ai·e available at $2 a bag! For 
more information, call 863-
3214. 

TURNERS PAI.LS-Dwight Balk 
of Northfield was very intrigued with 
Speet/y the Box Turtle at the Franklin 
County Pre-school Expo on Saturday, 
January 20th at the Great Fall.s 
Discovery Center. Speet/y was one of 
the animal.s brought qy Colleen Kel/y of 
the Hitchcock Center in Amherst. Over 
100 people attended the event, which 

featured information concerningpre­
school options, childcare, plqy groups, 
and story hours and other community 
resources. The event was cosponsored qy 
area Community Partnerships for 
Children Council.s and the Great Fa/1.s 
Discovery Center. 

January 25, 2007 

From left Marcia Gagliardi of Atho4 Massachusetts; Julia Bonaftne of 
Cuttingsville, Vermont,· Dorthee (her full name) of Wende/4 Claire 

Chang of Gtl4· Frances Crowe of Northampton, and Hattie Nestel of 
Atho4 during a Shut-It-Down a.fftni(y group demonstration Tuesdf!Y 
morning, January 23rd, at the Vermont Yankee nuclear reactor in 
Vernon, Vermont. With Paki Wieland of Northampton, who also 
chained herse!f to the group in the drive111ay, thry were a"ested l!J 

Brattleboro police and charged with trespass and disorder!J conduct. 

Suppo1t our Advertisers, 
tell them you saw it in the 

;flilontagur l\£port£r 

NEW SAlEM & WENDEll llBRARY NEWS 

Book Connect Enters Fourth Season 
"On The Same Page" is 

unde1way again, with readers in 
New Salem and Wendell. The 
New Salem and Wendell 
libraries are excited to 
announce they are embarking 
on their fotuth season of 'Book 
Connect - Two Towns, One 
Book' and they are letting sur­
rounding c01mnunities know: 

Everyone's Reading It ... 
Are You? This is the logo for 
the book discussion event we 
have been holding each winter 
after the holidays for New 
Salem and Wendell communi­
ties, as well as neighboring 
towns. The book title up for dis­
cussion this year is The Earth 
Knows My Name, by Patricia 
Klindienst. Food, culture and 
sustainability in the gai·dens of 
ethnic Americans is the theme 

of her book. 
Klindienst is an eloquent 

writer and speaker. She is a 
master gardener and an award­
winning scholar and teacher. 
She lives in Guilford, CT and 
teaches writing each summer at 
Yale University. 

Klindienst will be visiting 
New Salem on March 4th to 
greet readers and talk about her 
book. In addition, New Salem 
will be holding a book discus­
sion on Feb. 18th at 3 p.m. in 
the New Salem Library and 
Wendell will hold a discussion 
group on Feb. 11th at 3 .pm. in 
the Wendell Town Hall. 

New Salem Libraiy has also 
scheduled two complimenta1y 
follow-up programs for area 
residents. On March 18th the 
program will be "Growing and 

Using Herbs" with Kathy 
Moffis, and on March 25th 
Lany Siegel will present, 
"Planning and Planting Your 
Garden .. " 

Ftmding for these programs 
has been provided by the 
Massachusetts Board of Libraiy 
C01mnissioners with ftmds from 
a LSTA Grant. 

Anyone interested in more 
information on these programs 
can contact either libraiy. New 
Salem Public Libra1y (978) 
544-6334 hours ai·e Tuesday 
noon to 8 p.m., Thursday 9 a.m. 
to 3 p m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 
1 p m. Wendell Free Library 
(978) 544-3559 hours are 
Tuesday 3 to 6 pm., Wednesday 
1 to 8 pm. and Saturday 9:30 
am. to 2:30 p.m. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Jan. 29th - Feb. 2nd 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Make meal 
reservations a day in advance 
by 11 a.m. Messages can be 
left on the machine when the 
center is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reser­
vations by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 29th 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
TuE-sday, 30th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 31st 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 1st 
1 pm. Pitch 
Friday, 2nd 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. For information 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva­
tions a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 
Thursday shopping, or med-

ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 29th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
TuE-sday, 30th 
9 a m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
WednE-sday, 31st 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 1st 
9 a m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call 
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate trans­
portation. 

FROM YOUR LONG­
TIME BEAU, JOE 

New Person! 
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EAGlEWATCH 

Another Season of Eagle Watching 
Hidden Landscape: A Film Preview Event 

At the Great Falls Discovery Center 

Breaking new ground in 
collaborative research, the 
'Hidden Landscape' project 
explores the legend of an 
ancient 'Lost Race' in Eastern 
North America and investi­
gates the widely disputed ori­
gin of the region's myste110us 
stone mins. 

origins of several newly dis­
covered stone mins in Eastern 
North America. BY PAT CARLISLE 

GREAT FALLS - Our famous 
Eagle couple are again preparing 
the nest on Eagle Island in 
Ba1ton Cove for eggs to lay and 
chicks to hatch in the weeks 
ahead. 

The excitement of being able 
to watch the activity on local 
access Channel 17, MCTV, or 
Greenfield Channel 15, is a treat 
we've been able to enjoy for 
many years, thanks to a collabo­
ration with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Department. 

Nest viewing in Janua1y 
shows us fresh sticks and white 
pine branches being ananged in 
the nest. Leaves and grasses will 
anive next, to line the 'egg cup,' 
in the center of the bottom of the 
nest, where the eggs will be laid. 

We know from past years an 
egg will appear by March 4th or 
5th, if all is well, and a second 
and possibly a third will appear 
at three or four day inte1vals. 

begins to walk on feet 
that appear too big, 
and wonder what they 
think when they an'ive 
at the upper 1'im of the 
nest to view their 
world. 

Too soon, they will 
fledge. We watch as 
they exercise huge 

The eagle pair is preparing their nest for eggs to wings, now equipped 
come in the weeks ahead with feathers for first 

Incubation takes 35 days or so. 
With close attention, we may see 
a small hole or crack being made 
by an eaglet's egg tooth, when 
its time for life outside the shell 
an'ives. 

The attentive care both par­
ents take with feeding, protect­
ing, reananging the nest, and 
providing fresh fish is one of the 
best educational experiences 
nature has to offer in our world. 
We mruvel at the rapid growth 
and agility, as an eagle chick 

flight. They may disap­
pear for a day or two in late July, 
but with fresh fish still being 
supplied, they will reappear and 
be seen in the area until late 
September or October. 

We invite any folks who do 
not have access to local TV to 
visit the Great Falls Discovery 
Center in Turners Falls to see 
live eagle activity on the moni­
tor there. The Center is open 
from 10:00 am. to 4:00 pm., 
eve1y Friday or Saturday. Get 
acquainted! 

Hidden Landscapes begins 
by offering an introducto1y 
history of how scientific, 
Native, and antiquarian inter­
pretations have developed over 
time. The later segments fol­
low archeological teams of sci­
entists who work with both 
Native American tribal repre­
sentatives and antiqua1·ian 
researchers to investigate the 

After the showing, the audi­
ence will meet the filmmaker, 
Theodore Timreck, and be able 
to discuss the film with him. 
Tiimeck is a research associate 
with the Arctic Sh1dies Center 
of the Smithsonian's National 
Museum of Natural Histo1y. 

He is the producer of the 
Smithsonian's Arctic Sh1dies 
and Paleo Indian Web Sites as 
well as several television 
works. 

The event takes place 
Thursday, Febmary 1st from 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the 
Discovery Center. 
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Iraqi Children's Art Exchange Fully Insured 
free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

BY NICOLE KAPISE 
GREENFIELD - The co-op in 
Greenfield is cunently host to a 
simple yet eloquent collection 
of art. In the seating areas 
upstairs and down, the paintings 
and photographs are a splash of 
color that catch your eye as you 
walk through. Some beautifully 
rendered, others drawn by still 
shaky hands, the paintings all 
beru· the same messages of good 
will and hopes for peace and 
happiness. They are created by 
young people, in a cultural 
exchange program between 
children in America and chil­
dren in Iraq. 

In color, and black and 
white, the accompaning photos 
feature Iraqi children in refugee 
camps and patients in the Al 
Mansour Pediatric Hospital in 
Baghdad who are cancer vic­
tims of lingering Gulf War 
Syndrome from the 1991 war 
with Iraq. 

"The pho­
tographs in the 
exhibit are not 
of the war or 
of the devasta-
tion in 
Baghdad. 
They are, to 
some extent, 
ordinary 
in1ages of Iraqi 

~I 

men, women 
and children 16-year-old Ban Ali from Baghdad, works on her 

painting which became one of the featured works in the 
who have man- children's art exchange exhibit. 
aged to escape 
injmy and death, who are stmg­
gling to live through this war 
and occupation. They are meant 
to put a face on people we heru· 
about daily in the news, but 
about whom we know ve1y lit­
tle." says Claudia Letko who 
has collected the children's rut 
and taken the photographs. 

The rut presented at Green 
Fields Market is only a po1tion 
of the entire a1t exchange pro-

ject. For info1mation concern­
ing the exhibit, or to bo1rnw an 
exhibit from the collection, or 
to anange an a1t exchange pro­
ject, contact Claudia Letko at: 
iraqichildrensart@verizon.net, 
or visit the website at: 
www.iraqichildrensa1t.org . 

The collection, titled Hello Iraq, 
How Are You? will be on ~play at 
Green Fields Maiket tmtil January 
31st. 

Mass. Cont.noctor Reg.# J 07 14 1 
Mass. Lic.:ensl! #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

Valentines OOau 
Greetings 

Tell your loved ones that you are thiilking of them on 
Valentines Day, in a special section of the Febma1y 8th 
Montague Reporter, and benefit Ctll1'iculum enrichment pro­
grams at the Gill-Montague schools at the same time. 

Buy a 2 inch square ad with your personalized message for 
$15, or a 3 iI1ch tall by 2 inch wide ad for $20. Photos are wel­
come. The Montague Reporter will donate half of the proceeds 
from these ads to the Gill Montague Education Fund, to be used 
to augment students' classroom education with arts, music and 
special activities. 

Send Valentines Day messages and photos by Febmary 6th to: 
repo1ter@montaguema net, or by regular mail to Montague 

Repo1ter, 24 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 
For more information, call: 413-863-

L 8666. Tell someone you love them, 
\-" and enrich our students today. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors. Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

• Clay/Stone Smlpture 
• Pottery 

• Fine Art Drawings and 
Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 BY CHANCE OR 

EMAIL: JACK@SEEJACKWORl<.COM APPOINTMENT. 

65 CANAL STREET• TURNERS FAUS, t-M. 01376 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

We Si,ecialize In Jmi,ossible Deadlines! 

20 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield• 413-714· 3500 • greenfield@copycatprintshop.com 
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,-,\)- Su,ee 1910 ----. 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 
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TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

/i~ll-llllllll!ll • The Gas Experts 

/liigmi\ ltW:i:M<. 
~&Coolmgs,.:... 413-863-2295 C'.eulr,rlAir-~-bae 

123 AYeuue A, Turners Falls 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS, GRf 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Gen Jonnson & ~ssonatfs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
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EnterO's 'Green' Strate& 
BY RANDY HOLHUT 
VERNON, VT - Readers of 
many Vermont dailies noticed 
full-page ads that Entergy, 
owners of the Vermont Yankee 
nuclear power plant, took out 
on Tuesday, Janua1y 9th. 

The ad, which touted 
nuclear power as being 
"green," seemed to be timed to 
coincide with the start of the 
Vermont State Legislature's 
consideration of the effects of 
climate change and what can 
be done to reduce the produc­
tion of carbon dioxide and 
other gases that contribute to 
global wanning. 

The nuclear power industry 
has jumped into the climate 
change debate and is touting 
nuclear power as an environ­
mentally friendly energy 
source. Certainly, in the search 
for alternatives to the carbon­
based fuels such as coal, oil 
and natural gas that produce 
much of our nation's electrici­
ty, nuclear power appears to a 
clean and safe alternative. 

Nuclear power is clean, if 
you overlook the fact that 
radioactivity is released in 
eve1y phase of the nuclea1· pro­
duction cycle from the mining 
of the uranium through the 
spent fuel that no one has fig­
ured out what to do with. 
Factor in the amount of car­
bon-based fuel used for urani-

um nurung, fuel fabrication, 
reactor constrnction and waste 
storage, and nuclear power is 
closer to natural gas in tenns of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

And nuclear power is safe, 
if you overlook the potential 
for meltdowns, malfunctions 
and terrorist attacks, as well as 
the potential for more nuclear 
weapons from the increased 
production of fissile materials 
from reactors. 

Leaving aside those two 
obvious flaws in the nuclear 
industry's sales pitch, what 
nuclear power is not is cheap. 

Despite more than $150 bil­
lion in federal subsidies over 
the past 60 years -- about 30 
times more than renewable 
energy sources such as wind or 
solar -- electricity generated by 
nuclear energy is substantially 
more expensive. 

Without government subsi­
dies, building a nuclear reactor 
is prohibitively expensive. 
That's why companies like 
Entergy are trying to squeeze 
eve1y last bit out of facilities 
such as Vermont Yankee. 
Entergy can make a profit off 
VY only because others have 
paid the upfront costs of build­
ing the reactor years ago. 

The other knock against 
nuclear power is that it 
addresses a small part of the 
energy problem. Driving our 
cars and heating and cooling 
our homes are the two biggest 
sources of greenhouse gases. 
Nuclear reactors produce only 
electricity, and, electricity pro­
duction, according to the 
International Energy Agency, 
amounts to about 39 percent of 
the world's total greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

The Rocky Mountain 

We welcome your letters. 

m:oe :!Montague 3&.eporter 
24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 

01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

~------------------------, 
Sign Me Upf 

$20 for 26 issues 

1ibt ;flllontagut la.eporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address __________________ _ 

Town --------'State ____ Zip _____ _ 

L------------------------~ 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

TEN MONTUS LATER. .. 

HOTDOG! 
SCHOOL OFFICII.LS 

ru::QUEST AN O~~ICER 
1'0 ASSIS 1'. lT' S TURNING 

lNTO A REAL GRUDGE 
MATCH ... 

Instih1te estimates that the cost 
of building a new nuclear reac­
tor in the United States would 
be between $2 billion and $5 
billion. If that same amount of 
money was devoted to insulat­
ing drafty buildings, installing 
energy-efficient lighting and 
appliances in homes and 
offices or buying low-emission 
cars and trucks, it would 
reduce carbon fuel consump­
tion seven times more than the 
single nuclear reactor. 

Or, to multiply the cost-ben­
efit ratio further; according to a 
recent study by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, it would take 300 
new nuclear reactors in the 
United States and at least 1,500 
worldwide (there are only 440 
worldwide now) to make any 
kind of significant impact on 
greenhouse emissions. That 
would mean building a new 
nuclear plant eve1y six months 
for the next 60 years. 

In sho1t, not only is nuclear 
power not clean and green, it is 
economically impractical -­
even with the massive govern­
ment subsidies the industry 
receives. A truly clean and 
green solution to global wann­
ing will mean greater invest­
ment in energy conservation 
and alternative energy sources 
such as wind, hydro and solar. 
That is the direction the world 
should be headed in. 

This editorial first appeared 
in the Brattleboro Reformer on 
Saturday, January 13th. It is 
reprinted here with permission 
from the Brattleboro Reformer, 
www.reformer.com 

COMEDY AT 
THE SHEA 

Sat., Feb. 3, 8 p.m. 
Tickets at World Eye 
Bookshop, Gill Store. 
www.SheaComedV.com 
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NO, I'M TALK!NG ABOUT 
11IB MOD WRES1'LlNG CON1'EST BETWEEN 

TeE EI&mN'l'ARY SCEOOL PTOS! 

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Call for Montague Veterans 
The T1ustees of the Soldiers 

Memorial in the town of 
Montague are preparing for a 
groundbreaking of the memorial 
renovation project to take place 
during the May 28th Memorial 
Day Ceremony at the memorial, 
following a parade down Avenue 
A in Turners Falls. 

Veterans who lived in 
Montague at the time of their 
enlistment whose names do not 
already appear on either the 
WWII, Korean, and Vietnam 
Monuments may submit a copy of 
their DD Fo1m 214, (discharge 
fo1m), to Soldiers Memorial, 1 
Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. If your name already 
appears on the monuments, there 
is no need to reapply. 

DD F01m 214 dates should 
indicate that veterans se1ved dur­
ing the following periods: 

WWII - Sept 16, 1940 - Dec 
31, 1946 

Korean War - June 25, 1950 -
Jan 31, 1955 

Vietnam War - Feb 1, 1955 -
May 7, 1975 

Deadline for submitting fo1ms 
is February 28th, 2007. Home of 
Record on DD Form 214 must 
indicate that the individual lived 
in one of the five villages that 
make up the town of Montague 
upon ently into active militaiy 
duty. 

The tmstees will continue the 
drive for funds until the renova­
tion project is completed, and 
wish to thank all of those who 
have so far contributed to the ren­
ovation of the Montague Soldiers 
Memorial. 

Donations may be sent to the 
Soldiers Memorial Renovation, 1 
Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA, 
01376. 

-Alt Gilmore 
Soliders Mem01ial T111stees 

Millers Falls 

Skate Park Fence Confusion 
Thanks for the supportive 

article on the Turners Falls 
skate park in your Janua1y 4th 
edition. Though over the sum­
mer and fall it seemed not much 
was happening, there was in 
fact some work even then by 
teens and adults on disassem­
bling and caiting away the non­
salvageable ramps, as well as 
general weeding and cleanup at 
the park. 

One pa1t of the a1ticle, how­
ever, left the unfair implication 
that town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio was responsible 
for delaying the fence work by 
many months over the issue of 
how high the new fence had to 
be. I would like to clear up that 
confusion. 

I was the one who originally 
talked to Frank about the fence 
height in a phone conversation. 
At the time of this first phone 
call, eight feet was the height 
specified by the town's fo1mer 

insurance vendor. This was 
something Frank checked on 
and not something, as indicated 
in the a1ticle, he just recalled 
from memo1y. Later on in the 
year, I talked to Frank again, 
and he was helpful in pointing 
me to the town's new insurance 
carrier. It was at that time we 
received news that a six-foot 
height was all the new insm·­
ance vendor was calling for. 

I think many of us feel that 
the six-foot height is a much 
more reasonable standard. I 
don't think the fence height 
issue alone kept the park from 
being used all summer, since 
there was definitely other work 
that needed to be accomplished 
(and some still remains) before 
opening the skate park. Suffice 
it to say, we're now definitely a 
lot closer! 

- Michael Bosworth 
ThE" Brick House 

Turners Falls 
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Work Together for the Benefit of All Our Schools 
BYSTACYLANGKNECHT 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Now that the GMRSD school 
committee has made its official 
and final decision on elemen­
truy school configuration, the 
backlash from a number of peo­
ple is astounding. I can't help 
but wonder where these people 
were when the decision was 
being made? There were five 
public fonuns held in the com­
munity last fall, where many of 
the ctment questions and issues 
could have been brought up. 

I do believe the decision was 
made fairly. There was plenty 
of discussion over each option 
at the school co1mnittee meet­
ings, and actually, when the 
question was put out there to 
present an argmnent that would 
show how making Hillcrest K-
5/6 would be more beneficial to 
the students' education than to 

expand Montague Center, few 
spoke up. 

I'm also surprised that some­
one who was a member of the 
school c01mnittee for so long is 
being so disrespectful of the 
process the committee has gone 
through. This school coimnittee 
held their discussions in public, 
with legal counsel present, and 
followed all of the mles and 
regulations. This was clearly a 
difficult and painful experience 
for each of them. 

I find it extremely disap­
pointing that in the heat of the 
negative reaction, people are 
labeling others inaccurately. 
Judging from the attendance at 
the Montague Center School 
fonun, I wouldn't refer to MCS 
supporters as a "minority." 
Opponents of the decision are 
distorting the truth to make 
their argmnents sound stronger. 

Numbers have been thrown out 
there that just don't make sense. 
We all know that numbers can 
be manipulated to look good 
either way. This process has 
taught me not to trust the num­
bers, because it seems that most 
of them can't be backed up. 

The "campaign" that's being 
nm re1ninds me of the many 
nasty political campaigns that 
take place across our cotmtry. 
As an American citizen, I'm 
embrurnssed at how unprofes­
sional and rude some of our 
candidates have been, ru1d as a 
parent, I've discussed them 
with my children as an example 
of how not to behave. In the 
context of the Hillcrest/Mont­
ague Center campaign, I appeal 
to the commlllllty to set a good 
example for our children by 
expressing your feelings 
respectfully and showing how 

people can work together 
despite thefr differences. 

The cm1·ent reaction is caus­
ing divisiveness within our 
commmlity. Is that the goal? Do 
people want Montague Center 
to "secede" from the town? 
Sometimes I wonder about that. 
I assure you, I don't use this 
term loosely, but more and 
more it's been feeling like dis­
cnmmation against the 
Montague Center School and its 
school commtmity. 

What is it, really? Why do 
some people in this town insist 
on harboring negative feelings? 
I'm not native to Montague, but 
in the 15 years I've lived here 
I've heru·d enough talk to con­
clude that it sta1ted somewhere 
way back when. Well, we're all 
adults here, aren't we? Don't 
we teach our children to forgive 
ru1d forget? Is there even some-

thing that one "side" or the 
other needs to be forgiven for? 

I propose that we all act like 
adults and show our children 
how it's done. A decision was 
made by our school committee, 
and I believe it's our job to 
move fo1ward with that deci­
sion. It is within our power to 
make the GMRSD stronger and 
better that ever! I am in the 
process of planning a district­
wide fundraising campaign to 
benefit all of our schools. We 
will all experience those dread­
ed cuts (with or without any 
school closing), and with that in 
Inind, perhaps we can work 
together to prevent some of 
them and Ininimize the damage. 
If anyone wants to join me in 
this collaborative effort, please 
contact me for meeting infor­
mation. 

GMRSD Makes Decisions for the Good of the Whole 
16TH ANNUAL POD'S 
SEAT POETRY CONTEST 

Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Greenfield Public Ubrary 

BY MIKE &AMY JOHNSON 
MONTAGUE - We applaud 
the GMRSD school commit­
tee for their dedication and 
steadfast determination to 
make the right decisions for 
the betterment of our school 
district as a whole, and to 
make our schools the best 
they can be for the whole 
coimrnmity. We live in a great 
town and are blessed with a 
district full of diversity and 
people willing to talk about 
diversity. It shows. Just talk to 
a neighbor, attend a meeting, 
get a cup of coffee in town, go 
for a walk, you'll nm into 
somebody who'll want to 
share their opinion. Diversity 
is what makes our towns so 
enjoyable. And this diversity 
is exactly what inspires us to 
educate our children here. 

As such, this diversity 
makes us a 'melting pot' of 
values, opinions and hard 
work in Gill and Montague. 
We believe these core values 
motivate the volunteers that 
make up our school commit­
tee and the people who pay 
taxes in this town. Please 
remember that our school 
committee members not only 
volunteer their time and repu­
tations in Gill and Montague, 

they pay taxes in these towns 
as well. They have spent 
countless hours, days, weeks 
and months, and years coining 
to a ve1y difficult decision to 
try and move this district for­
ward while keeping the best 
interests of our kids and the 
pocketbooks of our taxpayers 
in Inind. 

Most importantly, they 
have tried to keep the best 
interests, options and choices 
for our kids, families, and 
c01mmmity as a whole in the 
forefront of any decision they 
make. Nobody wanted to 
close or downsize any school 
in our district. However, they 
made a ve1y tough decision 
that could allow for the dis­
trict to focus on strengths, 
while keeping a tri-campus 
model open. Essentially, they 
wanted to contain the flood of 
students choicing out to 
neighboring districts and to 
try to heighten the number of 
students willing to actually 
choice into GMSRD. 

No one can tell what the 
hard numbers are until budg­
ets are actually in place, but it 
is conceivable that if the 
school committee had made a 
different decision, the eventu­
al outflow of choiced kids 

could have made the taxpay­
ers of Montague pay much, 
much more to maintain dis­
trict schools in the future. 

In addition, the school 
c01mnittee has tried hard to be 
sensitive to the attitudes and 
sensitivities of each affected 
school, family and child in 
our community by reaching 
out in public forums and pay­
ing close attention to our feel­
ings in general. Their decision 
always kept in Inind the tax 
sensitivities of the district. If 
you watched just one GMSRD 
school committee meeting on 
MCTV or attended just one 
fonun then you know what we 
are talking about. 

We believe we have a great 
district, on many levels: 
buildings, cuniculum, teach­
ers and staff. Yes, some of the 
buildings need work, and we 
are organizing fundraising 
efforts to address this need, 
and we are also addressing 
changing school names to bet­
ter reflect our whole co1mnu­
nity. We want to galvanize as 
much as possible to be a com­
munity made up of five vil­
lages, or rather five villages 
and a town, to work on com­
mon goals. 

Remember, "It takes a vil-

lage to raise a child." Or here 
in Montague, it takes five vil­
lages, a town, a c01mnunity 
focused on the needs of the 
children, parents and taxpay­
ers dedicated to investing in 
our school district and the 
growth of our town, plus a 
group of motivated folks 
interested in making this hap­
pening for the good of the 
whole c01mnunity. 

Let's come together, fellow 
citizens, taxpayers, neighbors, 
and friends. Let's make it hap­
pen! 

Open to all Franklin County resi­
dents. Contestants may submit up 
to three unpublished poems ( pre­
vious winners are ineligible). 
Awards will be given in three cate­
gories: first, second and third place 
in the adult division and the four 
top poems in each of the youth 
divisions - ages 12-14 and 15-18. 
Deadline for entries is March 5th. 
Enclose a SASE if you would like 
your poems returned. The Awards 
Ceremony will be held April 26th in 
honor of National Poetry Month. 

For more information, contact 
Hope Schneider, 775-1833 or 
Cynthia Snow, 625-0135. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Note Left on Table 
Thursday 1-18 

1 :22 p.m. Repo1t of a one­
car accident on Route 2 west­
bom1d. No injuries. 

Friday 1-19 
8:43 p.m. After a motor 

vehicle 
was 

issued a criminal application 
for unlicensed (expired) 
operation of a motor vehicle 
and speeding. 

Saturday 1-20 
9:48 am. Responded to 

the Intemational Paper build­
ing on Paper Mill Road 
regru·ding a broken window. 
Report taken. 

Tuesday 1-23 
9:30 a.m. Request for a 

welfare check at a High 
Street address. No answer. 
Gained entry to house. 
Subject not home. Officer left 
a note on the table. 

ADIATOR • • l(USTOA,f 
r---------, 
I • BAKER~> I 
I Office Supply I 
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DIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Dornci;tic .. 
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:tern 863-4049 l-800-439-4049 
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310 Main Street I www.bakerofficesupply.com Greenfield I 
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New England is Ready for Large-scale Gerthermal Power Production 
BY CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS - Last 
June, president Bush made a 
pitch for building nuclear 
reactors as an alternative to coal 
and oil-fired generating 
facilities. "Nuclear power is one 
of America's safest sources of 
energy," said Bush. 

As usual, the president is off 
the mark. Even if Bush and 
Company want to ignore the 
potential for radiation leaks, 

catastrophic accidents, and the 
fact there are no viable long­
term solutions for storing 
nuclear waste, his own 
Homeland Security folks have 
warned that nuclear plants are 
deemed serious targets for 
terrorist action. There is a 
reason that no new nuclear 
facilities have been constmcted 
in this cotmtly since 1979: they 
are neither safe, green nor 
reliable. 

There is a true green 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: January 19 th1-ough Janua1-y 25 

Every day 7-8 a.m. and 2-6 Dave Lovelace Live 
p.m.: 9:30 am Sustainable 10 00 pm GED Connection 
Barton Cove Eagles Energy #26 

10 30 am This is Montague 10 30 pm Villages of 
Friday, January 19 Rod& Gun Montague 
8:00 am Montague Update: 1100 am Mass Wilderness 
Lorraine York-Edberg Winter Wednesday, January 24 
8:30 am Montague 6:00 pm Teachers at Sea 8:00 am Iraq War Vigil 
Selectboard 1 /8 6:30 pm Source to Sea 8:30 am GED Connection 
10 30 am Iraq War Vigil 7:00 pm TFHS Week in #26 
1100am Family Friends Review 9:00 am Villages of 
6:00 pm NASA Destination 8:30 pm On The Ridge Montague 
Tomorrow #2 Coyote Hunting 1 O 30 am The Cost of 
6:30 pm TFHS Week in 9:30 pm Sawmill River Run Freedom 
Review 6:30 pm NASA Destination 
7:00 pm GMRSD meeting Monday, January 22 Tomorrow#2 
1/9 8:00 am Teachers At Sea 7:00 pm MCTV Open 
10 00 pm Habitat for 8:30 am Source To Sea Forum 
Humanity 9:00 am TFHS Week in 9:00 pm Growing A Green 

Review Community 
Saturday, January 20 9:30 am On The Ridge: 10 00 pm The Montague 
8:00 am NASA Destination Coyote Hunting Music Train 
Tomorrow #2 10 00 am Sawmill River 11 :00 pm The Prevailing 
8:30 am TFHS Week in Run Winds of Denmark 
Review 6:00 pm Farmers Market 
9:00 am GMRSD meeting Concert Thursday, January 25 
1/9 7 :00 Montague Select 8:00 am NASA Destination 
1 :00 pm HaMat for Board Live Tomorrow#2 
Humanity 1000 pm Montague 8:30 am MCTV Open 
6:00 pm Growing A Green Update: David Detmold Forum 
Community 1100 pm The View and 10:30 am Growing A Green 
7:00 pm Montague Update: Vision Denmark Community 
Dave Lovelace 1130 am The Montague 
8:00 pm sustainable energy Tuesday, January 23 Music Train 
9:00 pm This is Montague: 8:00 am Farmers Market 12 30 pm The Prevailing 
Rod & Gun Concert: Stephanie Winds of Denmark 
10:30 pm Mass Wilderness: Marshall 6:00 pm MCTV Open 
Winter 9:30 am Montague Update Forum 

David Detmold 8:00 pm Montague Select 
Sunday, January 21 10:00 am The View and Board 1/22 
8:00 am Growing A Green Vision Denmark 11 00 pm Montague 
Community 6:00 pm Iraq War Vigil Update: Josh Goldman 
9:00 am Montague Update: 7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting 

alternative, however, to fossil 
fuel generating plants, and to 
nukes. In Northern Europe, and 
on the West Coast of No1th 
America, geothennal power 
production - which uses heat 
under the earth's surface as a 
natural fuel source - is proving 
to be a real and growing 
solution. California, in fact, is 
the national leader in the use of 
geothermal energy for 
electricity generation. Seven 
percent of the state's total power 
production output is 
geothermally generated. With 
its 41 working geothermal 
plants, California accotmts for 
almost 40 percent of the total 
worldwide geothe1mal power 
production. The combined 
production capacity of 
approximately 1,900 megawatts 
of electrical power per hour is 
enough to supply nearly two 
inillion typical households. And 
new plants are tmdeiway. 

Up until now, geothennal 
energy has been thought to be 
impractical for use in New 
England. In contrast to the 
Western United States, where 
massive amounts of heat lurk 
near the ea1th's surface, in New 
England the heat is further 
undergrotmd. And yet, in New 
England, at just a depth of three 
to five iniles, the earth's 
temperahrre reaches about 300 
degrees Farenheit, well above 
the temperahrre needed to boil 
water. 

As MIT professor Jefferson 
Tester notes, geothermal 
production is possible in New 
England due to advances in 
drilling technology that allow 
for heat exti·action at depths up 
to six iniles. "All the technology 
that goes into drilling and 
completing oil and gas 
production systems ... could in 
principle be extended to deep 
heat mining. Hydraulic methods 
have been the ones that hold the 
most proinise, where you go 
into the system and you 
pressurize the rock - just water 
presstrre." 

While Tester is interested in 
the math and theo1y of 
geothe1mal generation, Atlantic 
Geothermal, in Florence, MA, a 
small but visionaiy company 
fotmded by Wendell resident J. 
David Reynolds, is actively 
working to prove that 
geothe1mal power is viable for 
New England. Reynolds, who 
shldied engineering at 
Northeastern, has devised a 
system that uses ocean water to 
power the hrrbines for making 
electi·icity. Reynolds' plan is 
ambitious but, given today's 
drilling technology, quite 
possible. 

His plan, simply put, is to 
bore a hmnel from the ocean 
inland at a depth of about three 
or four iniles. Geologic maps of 
coastal New England show that 
at this depth the temperahlfe 
reaches at least 300 degrees F. 

Reynolds calculates that a 
runnel 50 feet in diameter, and 
some 80 to 100 1niles long, 
would be needed to produce 
enough constant heat to 
generate 1,600 megawatts of 
electi·icity per hour, nearly as 
much as that produced 
geothermally in all of 
California, or at the giant 
Hoover Dam that currently 
outputs 1,731 megawatts 
hourly. 

Reynolds says the 
technology is here, the water is 
here, the heat is here. He also 
likes to point out that 100 years 
ago the state built a 25-inile 
long aqueduct from the Quabbin 
to Boston using mainly manual 
labor, (his system proposes 
robotic drilling equipment). And 
while he adinits it would be 
expensive to constiuct, given the 
return of free power forever for 
a utility company, the cost could 
be recovered within as little as 
ten years. 

Geothennal provides 
absolutely clean, absolutely 
renewable power, with no waste 
by-products. In fact, the only by­
product is desalinized water, 
which could also reduce 
dependence on the Quabbin and 
other reservoirs. 

If industiy buys in to 
Reynolds' idea, New England's 
dependence on ditty, non­
renewable fossil fuels for 
electricity generation will 
become a thing of the past. 

MCTV to Hold Anniversary Gala Open House Saturday Jan. 27th 
BY MICHAEL MULLER - aired live, to include interviews ofMCTV. At the same time, we 
TURNERS FALLS - To with pa1ty attendees, local TV hope you '11 consider joining the 
celebrate a successful first year show producers, station staff, station and leai·n to use the 
as the public access cable board members and cable equipment through our ti·aining 
television station for the town adviso1y committee members. series. Membership entitles you 
of Montague, MCCI is The party is open to the to bo1rnw equipment to do your 
throwii1g an Anniversa1y Gala public and fine food and own shoots on the road. If you 
and Open House party on beverages will be se1ved buffet belong to ai1 organization or 
Sahll'day, January 27th from style. While there, you can find group that hosts special events 
4:00 through 7:00 pm, at about our free ti·ainings, try out we'd love to get you on the air. 
MCTV sh1dios, 34 2nd Street in the cameras, and get to know Please call the shldio for more 
Turners Falls. The event will be the board of directors and staff information at 413-863-9200. 

Specializing in unique hair designs 
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REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
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312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 
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Gill-Montague Gala Producer Works to Enrich, Entertain 
BY ALI URBAN 

The producer of this year's 
Gill-Montague Gala wants to 
enrich students' learning 
experiences. According to Joyce 
Phillips, "Students learn more 
when their basic cmriculum is 
enhanced with technology, 
science, ait, music and physical 
education. Enrichment ties 
education together with our 
community." 

Planning has begtm for the 
Gill-Montague Education Ftmd's 
third annual Gill-Montague Gala. 
The program, "Velocity," 
scheduled for April 28th, will 
featlll'e the Grego1y Caputo Big 
Band. Before the cmtain rises on 
the Gala at the High School 
auditorium, however, the GMEF 
board of directors must work to 
plan, coordinate and organize the 
event. What goes into producing 
such a big show? What happens 
before audience members take 
their seats? 

GMEF assistant treasurer and 
Gala producer Joyce Phillips 
knows the drill. The No1thfield 
native has worked on Gill­
Montague Regional School 
District projects under the title of 
coordinator, manager, school 
committee chair, planner and 
arranger. 

Phillips said that finding 
"Velocity" with the Gregory 
Caputo Big Band was the result 
of listening to radio station 
WIZZ. "I heard about his band 
perfonning in Collllecticut for 
another education fotmdation. I 

contacted Gregory, negotiated a 
contract, and on April 28th, the 
community will experience the 
fabulous sotmd of his 17-piece 
band," she said. 

As the date gets closer, GMEF 
board members are contacting 
area businesses, organizations 
and individuals either in person 
or by mail with a request to 
suppo1t the GMEF th.rough. 
adve1tising and tier giving. 
Advertising includes tmder­
writers, sponsors and general 
adve1tising. 

"Money raised from 
tmde1writers and sponsors are to 
defray costs associated with the 
conceit," Phillips said. All 
donations received from tier­
givers, advertisements and ticket 
sales go directly to enrichment 
programs for the students. The 
second Gala raised $3,000 more 
than the first, and Phillips hopes 
to see a similar increase with this 
year's Gala. 

As producer, it is her 
responsibility to oversee all 
aspects of the Gala. She 
coordinates the production with 
staff (lighting, sound, stage 
crew), the program with concert 
a1tist(s) and provides suppo1t and 
oversees rehearsals. 

Phillips, who studied business 
ad1ninistration at Greenfield 
Community College and 
received a bachelor's degree 
from North Adams State College 
in marketing, works for the 
Department of Transitional 
Assistance as an IT site manager. 

district, 

E>C~c:,c:,L 
bringing 
students' 
education to 
life. Among 
the projects 
fimded so fai· 
by the GMEF 
this yeru· are a 
po1table mural 
project, 
robotics 
inventions 
program and a 
presentation 
by a Roman 
Legionary re­
enactor. 

LIGH1..S 

]q_yce Phillips, GMEF Gala 
Phillips has 

been involved 
in the 

community in her roles as 
religious education coordinator at 
the fonner St. Maiy of the 
Assumption Pai'ish, a member of 
the Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Pai'ish Cotmcil and a lector at 
Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Church for 15 yeru·s. She was 
also a member of the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
Co1mnittee and se1ved for six 
years on the Great Falls Middle 
School/Turners Falls High 
School building collllnittee, for 
which she developed and 
coordinated the dedication 
ceremony in October 2004. 

Although she grew up in 
North.field, she spent summers 
and school vacations with her 
godparents in Turners Falls. 
"Being a resident for ahnost 40 
years, I am very proud of both 
my 'hometowns,"' she said. 

She noted the importance of 
the Gala as a community­
building event as well as an 
oppo1ttmity to suppo1t the 
schools and students. "The 
beauty of the Gala is that it makes 
a full circle," she said. 

It begins with a c01mnunity 
supporting the efforts of the 
GMEF with adve1tising and tier 
giving and continues as the 
community is enriched with 
quality entertainment. Finally, it 
concludes with the awarding of 
grants for students throughout the 

HIGHllGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICELOG 

Her work as a parent 
vohmteer and eventually a 
pai·aprofessional in the school 
disti'ict for ten years made her see 
the students as challenging and 
exciting, the "hope" of tomo1rnw. 
"Our youth dese1ve all the 

Domestic Assault and Battery 
Thursday 1-18 

12:46 pm. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at an L 
Street address. Found to be an 
ai·gument over custody; verbal 
only. Peace restored. 

6:53 p.m. Repo1t of an 
assault on Avenue A. Caller 
states an tmknown male hit him. 
Advised of options. 

F1iday 1-19 
1 :02 a.m. Walk in to station 

repo1ted vandalism in 
Montague Center. Reporting 
party states his war protest sign 
on the Montague Town 
Common was smashed. Repo1t 
taken. 

5:36 p.m. Repo1t of an 
unwanted person at the Fan·en 
Emergency Shelter. Subject put 
in protective custody. 

6:05 p.m. After a motor 
vehicle stop at the corner of 7th 

was affested and charged 
with operating with a 
suspended license. 

Saturday 1-20 
1: 15 a m. After a motor 

vehicle stop on Federal Street, 
Millers Falls, 

was ruTested 
and charged with operating 
tmder the influence of liquor 
and mru·ked lanes violation. 

was anested on a default 
wai1·ant. 

10:01 p.m. Walk-in to station 
repo1ted a domestic 
disturbance. Officer spoke with 
repo1ting pruty. Found to be 
verbal only. Advised of options. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
. . . - - - -

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

Tuesday 1-23 
8:43 a.m. Repo1t of a 

domestic distUI'bance at a 4th 
Street address. 

, was 
an·ested on a straight wa1Tant. 

Wednesday 1-24 
12:44 p.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop on Montague City 
Road by the golf course, 

arrested and charged 
speeding, failure to stop for a 
police officer, operating to 
endanger, and marked lanes 
violations. 

.j 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 
www.countryoil.com 

1-800-327-9992 
413-648-9912 

GEE 
continued from pg 1 
and a sti'ings (music) program 
for students in grades 4-12, 
which is really well developed." 

'Tm looking fo1ward to the 
oppo1ttinity to use my pa1ticular 
experience and talents to 
continue the development of the 
educational program in the 
Quabbin disti'ict," Gee said. 

While the Gill-Montague 
disti'ict has 1,190 students in the 
two towns, the Bane-based 
Quabbin district has 3,200 
students from five towns, she 
said. 

"I think my experience in 
Gill-Montague, with bi'inging in 
a new K-6 math program and 
instituting standards-based 
teaching and learning will 
definitely be ve1y usefol in my 
new job," she said. 

Gee has been the 
superintendent of the Gill-
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'&~ Repairs 

~ UCINSm 
'!le IlCII­

NICIANS 

#M10588 (MA) 

support, encouragement and 
oppo1ttmities we can offer them," 
she said. 

GMEF vice president Sandra 
Miner appreciates Phillips' 
enthusiasm and motivation for 
suppo1ting the students. "Joyce 
puts a tremendous amotmt of 
time, energy and dedication into 
the GMEF and the Gala. At eve1y 
meeting she is well prepared with 
facts and ideas as to how we can 
make the Gala a huge success in 
order to continue granting the 
needs of the students," she said. 

Despite the long hours spent 
ensui'ing the events' success, 
Phillips is grateful to have the 
oppo1ttmity to be a pa1t of it. "I 
love the excitement, energy and 
enthusiasm that are generated 
throughout the process," she said. 
"It tmly begins with the GMEF 
boai·d. They are a fantastic group 
of people who are committed to 
its success." She appreciates the 
hard work of the people behind 
the conceit and the enteitainers. 

"At the night of the concert 
when you heru· the applause, see 
the smiles and total the money 
raised from all om· suppo1ters, I 
am motivated to begin again," 
she said. 

Great Falls Middle 
School 

Students of the Week: 

Grade 7 
Casey Banning 

Grade 8 
Jeremy White 

Christopher Phillips 

Montague district since 2003. 
"I think the Gill-Montague 

Regional School District is a 
really wonderfol disti·ict, and 
there are a lot of ca1'ing teachers 
and a lot of good things are 
happening for students. It's a 
great oppo1ttinity for someone 
new," she said. 

"The biggest challenges 
facing the new supe1'intendent 
will be moving fo1wru·d with -
and keeping focused on - farther 
development of cmriculum and 
instruction, as all of the other 
changes are taking place," 
including the reconfiguration of 
disti·ict elementa1y schools. 

The Gill-Montague school 
committee has not made any 
decision as to how to move 
fo1ward with the hii'ing of a new 
supei'intendent yet, Gee said, as 
the news of her leaving is so 
recent. The Quabbin district 
announced their choice 
of Gee on Monday. ii 



8 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Special Town Meeting Scheduled for February 12th 
BY KEVIN FOLEY - The 
selectboard met with the finance 
committee to begin discussion on 
the fiscal year 2008 budget 
Monday night, Janua1y 22nd, 
and to go over a 12-item wan-ant 
for a special town meeting to be 
held on Februaty 12th at 7:30 
pm. at the Eiving town hall. 

Andrew Tessier, chair of the 
selectboard, and Jacquie Boyden, 
assistant assessor, stressed the 
need to plan for renovations to 
the Ervingside Wastewater 
Treatment Facility as the highest 
priority for the town in the fiscal 
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Salad Bar 
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years ahead. Tessier has pegged 
the price tag for renovations at 
the aging facility at between $5 
and $6 million; Tighe and Bond 
are preparing prefuninaiy design 
estimates for the project. 

The selectboard reco1mnend­
ed that $11,000 be moved from 
the town's undesignated fund 
balance (free cash) to the 
Wastewater Entel.J)rise Fund to 
pay for design and enginee1ing 
plans at the treatment plant. 
Adtninistrative coordinator Tom 
Shatp said fonding for the plans 
will be voted on at the special 
town meeting on Febmaiy 12th. 

The board reco1mnended 
transfening $6,000 from free 
cash to the wastewater enteiprise 
fond to pay for a new position of 
Environmental Supe1visor at the 
treatment plai1ts. This person 
will oversee the town's three 
wastewater treatment facilities, 
in Eivingside, Erving Center and 
Fat'ley, and oversee environmen­
tal monitoring of the town's two 
capped landfills. The $6,000, if 
approved, would pay for adver­
tising the Environmental 
Supervisor's position, along 
with salaiy (estimated between 
$46,000 - $52,000) for the final 
month of fiscal '07, if the new 
hire could be brought on boai·d 
by then. In subsequent fiscal 
years, the money for the 
Environmental Supervisor's 
salaiy would come out of the 
wastewater enterprise fund, 
Tessier said, which cunently has 
a balance of well over $300,000. 

"The money won't come 
from taxation," said Tessier. 

Also on Febmruy 12th, voters 
at the special town meeting will 
be asked to create a $100,000 sta­
bilization fund dedicated to 
meeting the town's future insur­
ance liabilities for retirees. 

Tessier said the main concern 
is retirees who ai·e under the age 
of 65. "A retired person over the 
age of 65 doesn't cost us that 
much," he said. ''It's the ones 
who ru·e lmder 65 ru1d retired that 
cost a lot." 

Also on tl1e agenda for the 
special town meeting will be the 
transfer of $50,000 from free 
cash to a stabilization fund for 
the town's future benefit liabili­
ties for active employees. The 
fund will be used to buy back 
workers' accumulated sick days 
and unused vacation time when 
they retire. 

Funds for a $30,000 feasibili­
ty study for a new senior center 
will also be voted at the Febmaiy 
12th meeting. The study will be 
conducted with the help of the 
Frankfui Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority, which 
is assisting a co1mnittee of 
Erving seniors in developing 
platis to constmct a senior hous­
ing complex near the elementaty 
school. A new senior center is 
envisioned at the saine location. 

The selectboai·d approved the 
appointment of nine new call 
firefighters. Fire chief Mitchell 
Laclaire said he is pleased to 
reach his maximum quota of 30 

firefighters, with these newly 
appointed employees. 

Katie Dobias, Mai·k Longo, 
Sara Sainson, Jeff Rollins, Debra 
Mathey, Shaina Kosloski, Jason 
Liimatainen, Matt Winn and 
Amber Mat'ion ai·e the new fire­
fighters. Samson is an 
Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) and Maii.on is in the 
Junior Firefighters Program, a 
prograin to train young firefight­
ers who don't get paid a regulai· 
salary. 

Residents will also vote on the 
Erving cable c01mnission receiv­
ing $6,000 to assist with negoti­
ating a new contract with 
Comcast, the town's cable 
provider. The money will go to 
pay a lawyer to assist with con­
tract renegotiation. Mark 
Burnett, a teacher in Eiving, has 
been appointed to the Cable 
Commission. 

Regru·ding the proposed $6.8 
million '08 operating budget, 
Tessier said the town tti.es to litnit 
depa1tmental increases to two 
and a half percent, but wained 
that the school co1mnittee's 
budget could still "blow the town 
department budgets 1i.ght out of 
the water." Boyden stt·essed tl1at 
tl1e school coll1lnittee's budget is 
driven higher because of students 
who utilize school choice and 
students who attend cha1ter 
schools. In fiscal yeai· 2007, she 
said, the town of Erving lost 
$153,137 to school choice tuition 
and $113,085 to chruter school 
tuition for a total of $266,222. 
The town received $58,650 back 
from chatter school tuition reim­
bursement from the state. 
Boyden said the Erving school 
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coll1lnittee has consistently 
turned down the option of allow­
ing school choice students to 
come into the distti.ct to attend 
Erving Elementary School. 

Schools Seek 10% Increase 
The Erving school committee 

met on Wednesday night, 
Janua1y 24th, to present their 
proposed budget for fiscal year 
2008. This yeru·, the schools ai·e 
seeking ai1 operating ai1d mainte­
nance budget of$2,967,418. The 
elementa1y budget will total 
$1,935,667, ai1 increase of about 
9.4 percent from last yeai·'s. The 
secondary budget proposal is 
$1,031,751, a 10.5 percent 
increase from last yeai·. 

The lai·gest increase this yeru· 
is anticipated in the budget for 
Special Education (SPED). 
SPED Contracted Se1vice is esti­
mated to increase $57,440. The 
town expects to receive a signifi­
cant ainount of that money back 
in state reimbursement. SPED 
tuition is anticipated to increase 
this yeai· by $60,000, for a total 
SPED increase of$117,440. 

"Annually we shoot for a 
tluee to five percent increase," 
said school committee chair Bob 
Brown. "(This yeai· there are) a 
few special needs children with 
tt-anspo11ation needs and other 
costs that can be up to 
$130,000." 

The budget proposal includes 
a plan to cut one teaching posi­
tion and one pait time position. 
The plan would also reduce the 
amount of days the school libraiy 
is open by one eve1y week, and 
cut one day from an office work­
er's schedule. 

Vandalized Sign in Free Speech Zone 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

144 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

Proud of our roots on Avenue A! 
(Formerly the Montague Food Coop) 

25 Years and Growing 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
After a six month delay while 
he waited for the town to devise 
a policy for free speech and the 
use of public space, Taylor Hill 
Road resident Eric Chester 
finally received a pennit to 
place a sign on the Montague 
town coll1lnon last week, 
protesting US foreign policy 
and calfu1g for an end to the Iraq 
War. He put the sign up on 
Wednesday, but by mid-day on 
Thursday, January 18th, some-

one had folded up the hinged A­
frame signboard calling for, 
"U.S. Out of Iraq Now" and 
placed it flat on the ground 
behind a telephone pole. 

Chester put it up again, but 
by Friday morning, tlle sign had 
been vandalized, hinges broken, 
signboard smashed. 

''This is a clear attempt to 
violate my civil libe1ties," said 
Chester, who went to the police 
the same day to report the inci­
dent. He said the Montague 
police told him "they were pret-

ty busy," and did not hold out 
much hope the vandal would be 
apprehended. 

Chester said he spoke with 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio, who said, 
according to Chester, "We have 
a lot of vandalism around 
town." 

Chester also spoke with 
American Civil Liberties Union 
lawyer William Newman, who 
he said called the incident a vio­
lation of state statute prohibit­
ing the use of violence to dis-
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mpt civil liberties, tenning it a 
"hate crime." 

Chester repaired the sign and 
replaced it on the town common 
on Wednesday, Janua1y 24th. 
"If it gets destroyed again, it 
will make a mockery of 
Montague's designating the 
town co1mnon a Free Speech 
Zone," he said. He asked resi­
dents to keep an eye on the 
common, and asked anyone 
witll information about the 
recent act of vandalism to call 
him at 367-9356. 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 

166AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

bernie@benchmark-pratt.com Realto1· :~-.,~~. ·t,t cl,,';:%;' ;<, :&,;:' ;,.;,,~,,:;;>~\,f-"'--2;~~~ www. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. COM 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SElECTBOARD 

Stevens Seeks to Give Parcel of Land to Town 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
North Cross Road landowner 
Ga1y Stevens, who owns 
acreage on both sides of the so­
called "Back Road" to 
Northfield Mount Hennon, is 
seeking to give a triangular par­
cel of land at the intersection of 
Back Road and No1th Cross to 
the town, in order to avoid pos­
sible liability should an accident 
ever occur there. Stevens told 
the selectboard on Monday, 
Janua1y 22nd, that a recent sur­
vey of his land revealed that the 
historical layout of North Cross 
had shifted north onto his prop­
e1ty, and cars using the triangu­
lar approach to Back Road were 
actually traveling on his private 
prope1ty. 

"The road's come onto the 
prope1ty. If an accident took 
place on private prope1ty," the 
liability would fall to the 
landowner, Stevens said. 

Administrative assistant Deb 
Roussel said she had consulted 
Gill town counsel Doillla 
McNichol, who wondered why, 
if no houses were located on it, 
the town did not simply discon­
tinue the Back Road, if in fact 
Back Road is proved to be a 

town-owned road. 
Stevens, the son of 

selectboard member 
Leland Stevens, had done 
his homework. He pre­
sented a copy of a record 
of the Gill town meeting 
of March 5th, 1860, attest­
ing to the fact that the 
town had voted on that 
date to accept the Back 
Road, which prior to that 
date had been part of his 
family's property since at 
least 1842. 

NMH 
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familiar with the responsi­
bilities of the job from their 
work for other communi­
ties, Banash suggested. 

The boai·d acted on the 
recommendation of police 
chief David Hastings to fill 
an opening for a full time 
member of the police 

"The road was put in 
long before Mount 
Hennon came in," Stevens 
recalled. He said he hoped 
to also give a triangular 
parcel at the northeast end 
of Back Road to Northfield 

North Cross Road landowner Gary Stevens 
hopes to donate the triangular parcel at the 
northwest intersection of Back Road and 

North Cross to the town becau.se the road has 
shifted onto his private property there. 

depa1tment by appointing 
Adam Sokolosky, at the 
staiting rate of $16.79 per 
hour. "This is a wonderful 
hire," said Banash, who 
recalled Gill had sponsored 
Sokolosky at the police 
academy when he was a 
pa1t timer some yeai·s ago. 
He went on to work full 
time for the Bernardston 
force, but kept on at Gill as 

Mount Hennon, due to similar 
concerns he had about that inter­
section. Speaking to McHichol's 
other point, he also said his son 
plalllled to build a house soon on 
the eastern side of Back Road. 

The board told Stevens to 
prepare a letter outlining the 
proposed gift of land to present 
to town meeting. 

In other news, the board 
requested the treasurer and the 

town clerk to seek assistants 
who could fill in at their posts in 
the event of emergencies, since 
these are both single person 
depaitments. "These are cmcial 
positions," said board member 
Allll Banash, who noted the 
assistants would not necessarily 
need to be trained at town 
expense, and would not be paid 
unless needed. They could be 
from other towns, and ah'eady 

a pa1t timer. 
"He's gone above and 

beyond the call on many occa­
sions," said board member 
Leland Stevens. 

The board also appointed two 
volunteer firefighters, Brian 
Levesque and Austin McComb. 

The board set the mileage 
reimbursement rate for town 
employees using personal vehi­
cles for town business at the 
IRS rate of 48.5 cents a mile, 
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up from 40.5 cents a mile last 
year. 

The board noted only two 
more years remain on the 
repayment of the 20-year loan 
for the highway garage and 
safety complex, after this 
year's payment of $18,644. 
The thought of freeing up that 
amount of money in the levy in 
two short years had Banash 
ah'eady working the calculator 
in eager anticipation. 

Viewings of the former 
Mariamante parcel, 10 acres of 
town-owned land on Main 
Road that are the topic of a 
request for proposals (RFP) 
and development meetings 
with potential buyers, are 
scheduled for Feb1ua1y 12th at 
1 p.m., and Febma1y 15th at 10 
am. Call town hall at 413-863-
934 7 for more information. 

Nancy Griswold, a fonner 
Ashfield selectboard member 
with experience in real estate 
and title searches has sent a let­
ter to the board expressing her 
interest in serving on the Gill 
board of assessors. Griswold, 
who has recently moved to 
town, will be invited to run for 
the post in the May election. 

Bonnett Appointed Acting Sergeant 
BY ERIC WASILESKI - The 
selectboard met J anuaiy 22nd, 
with good news for the 
Montague police depa1tment, a 
discussion about public displays 
including Eric Chester's protest 
sign on the Montague town 
common and some excitement 
about a liquor license for the 
soon to reopen Rendezvous. 

According to Chief Ray 
Zukowski, unofficial results ai·e 
in for the Sergeants' Exam, and 
officer Chris Bollllett passed. 
Zukowski suggested the board 
ask for official results from the 
state. In the meantime, he asked 
the board to appoint Bollllett to 
the position of acting sergeant. 
The board approved his request, 
W~L~1 I3uuJ.1cLL ~laLcU LU wu1k 

37.6 hours per week at a sta1ting 
rate of $19.58 per hour. When 
asked about Bollllett's experi­
ence the chief said, "Officer 
Bollllett graduated first in his 
police academy class. He has 
the support of other experienced 
officers." Board member Pat 
Allen remai·ked, "He is a real 

asset to the force." 
According to Zukowski, 

more good news for the police 
force includes two officers who 
have been singled out for 
awards. Officer Ryan Dohe1ty is 
being recognized by M.A.D.D. 
(mothers against dmnk driving) 
for his high affest and convic­
tion rate of people drinking and 
driving. Another member of the 
force being recognized is detec­
tive Douglas Brown; he is being 
recognized by the Northeast 
Children Advocacy Program for 
his work with families in crisis. 
"These awards are recognition 
for a job well done," Zukowski 
said. 

In other business, town 
1 ••• 
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Abbondanzio noted Lauren 
Goldberg will be conducting in 
house training for to\\'11 employ­
ees on conflict of interest issues. 
"In a small town like ours these 
issues come up from time to 
time. We are just keeping peo­
ple informed on proper proce­
dures," Abbondanzio said. 

Trainings will be held on 
January 30th. 

Prospects for the eventual 
reconstruction of Greenfield 
Road are advancing. Mass 
Highway is contemplating hold­
ing a 75% design completion 
briefing. Abbondanzio boldly 
predicted, "In a worst case sce­
nario, the work will be done in 
the spring of '09." 

Discussion turned to setting 
a date for allllual town meeting: 
June 9th was tentatively picked, 
with June 2nd held as a backup 
date. Articles for the wairant are 
due by March 30th at 4 p.m. for 
the June 9th date or a week eai·­
lier for the June 2nd date. 

Regarding private displays 
Vil .IJUVli .. .IJ!V.IJC! ty, Lhc uva,d 
unanimously approved Eric 
Chester's request to place an 
anti-Iraq War sign on the 
Montague town common from 
January 16th to Januruy 30th. 
The placement of the sign had 
brought up some concerns. 

According to Abbondanzio, 
"There were questions raised as 

to the appropriateness of putting 
(Chester's) sign so close to a 
veterans memorial when the 
flag is at half-mast." Board 
member Allen Ross pointed out 
that soon the town would have a 
disclaimer sign up to point out, 
"to any reasonable obse1ver that 
the town was not responsible 
for the contents of the mes­
sage." Boru·d member Pat Allen 
pointed out that the town's signs 
would "mark the appropriate 
display area." The board decid­
ed that no sign or display should 
be put in front of any pennanent 
memorial, or any other sign or 
display. 

The final item on the agenda 
was a hearing on a liquor 
license for the soon-to-be 
reopened Rendezvous bar on 
Third Street, formerly 
Yesterdays. A small crowd gath­
ered as the ownership group 
began its hearing. The new 
owners of the bar are Mark 
Wisnewski, Jaime Berger, 
Emily Brewster, and Chris 
Janke. Bai· manager Wisnewski 
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and his colleague, Berger, 
approached the boru·d and offi­
cially asked for a continuance, 
which the boru·d granted, until 
Monday, Febmruy 29th at 7:30 
p.m. The continuance resulted 
from the need to schedule a 
hearing for the fonner owner of 
Yesterday's regai·ding the trans­
fer of the liquor license. 

According to Wisnewski, 
"We are plalllling on doing 
$130,000 in renovations in a 
slightly more upscale establish­
ment, that would be a good 
match for a rejuvenating down­
town ru·ea." Renovations would 
include soundproofing. He con­
tinued that the venue would also 
be geared more towru·d acoustic 
music than amplified music. 

Berger added, "We will be 
hosting knitting meetings, a 
place to watch TY, a place to 
congregate. We will be 
installing a Wi-Fi computer sys­
tem as well." (That means wire­
less internet computer collllec­
tions, for those who might be 
wondering.) 

stoves, fireplaces & inserts II 
scsc 56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Shanahan Construction Supplv Co. 
COMPLETE MASONRY SUPPLIES 

Masonry Supplies _nb ldea~r Culvert/ Sewer Pipe 
Brick / Block / Pavers Precast Concrete 
Wall stone Retaining wa11 Block 
298 Avenue A. Turners Falls,MA Phone: 413-863-4322 

Mariaelena Garcia 
REALTOR" 

200 Triangle Street mgarcia@jones-tc.com 
Amherst, MA 0 1002-2193 Member National Association of 
(4 l 3)•549•3700 Ext 144 Hispanic Real Estate Professionals 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
B.KOKf.K 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367•9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 
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NOCKELBY PHOTOS 

an tmpleasant eau de chat over 
the inside of the car before 
escaping. 

This 4th Sn·eet resident also 
n-ies unsuccessfully to keep the 
wild cats from spraying on his 
front porch by cleaning it regu­
larly and spraying some kind of 
'Cat Begone' fonnula on the 
porch. However alllloyed he 
may be by the nuisance factor of 
wild cats spraying, this same 
householder is also a sucker for 
kitties, and owns four. One of 
them was rescued from the 
woods at the south end of 4th 
Street some years ago by 
Wendell resident Mary 
McBride, who has done an 
enonnous amount of work over 
the years to spay, provide veteri­
nary care, and find homes for 
the wayward cats ofTumers. 

January 25, 2007 

homes. 
A feral cat or even an indoor 

and outdoor pet may infect you 
or your pets with fleas, tape­
womis, or skin diseases like 
11ngworm. Erica, owner of little 
mischievous Muffin on 4th 
Street, knows all of these chal­
lenges quite well. Awhile back 
her young daughter took in a 
pregnant cat from the mean 
Ttm1ers streets. 

Erica believes that people 
who love animals need to be 
responsible for them and make 
sure they get fixed, get their 
shots, and have regular veteri­
na1y visits. She is grateful for 
the work that Dr. Lauralyn 
Brown has done to keep her pets 
and various sn·ays in the area 
healthy. Dr. Brown's veterinary 
practice is on Millers Falls 
Road. 

Hopingfar scraps outside the farmer bel!Jbowl in October 

The Montague board of 
health has another take on the 
issue. Director Gina McNeely is 
concerned about the potential 
risk of rabies spreading in the 
area, especially when wild feral 
cats are fed. The food atn·acts 
raccoons, skunks, and potential­
ly even coyotes and bears to the 
neighborhood, populations th.at 
might cany rabies. (Of course, 
if we're wonied about rabies, 
perhaps we homeowners, busi­
ness owners, landlords, and 
downtown tenants could ny a 
little harder to keep trash from 
landing anywhere other than a 
secured garbage receptacle. 
Why just the other day, I noticed 
a full meal of eggs and 1-ice in 
the alley between 4th and 5th 
Sn·eets .... ) 

So what's a cat fan to do 
besides making sure yom own 
pets do not become diseased or 
impregnated tmnecessarily? 
Well, when she can, Magner 
donates a few dollars to the 
Dakin and Pioneer Valley 
Humane Societies collection 
ca11S arotmd town. Her favorite 
pa1t of the Montague Reporter 
is the Pet of the Week from 
Dakin on page two, of course. 

FERAL from pg 1 

who has just been adopted by 
realtor Jean Donovan, who has 
her office on 4th Street, and the 
other is an adorable juvenile 

housecat named Muffin who 
accidentally escaped outside for 
a little llllprotected sex just 
before she was to be spayed. 

The young stray rescued by 
Donovan is anxious to get out 

HIGHLIGHTS Of THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Erratic Driver on French King Highway 
Wednesday 1-17 

6:33 pm. Assisted Northfield 
Police search for subject who 
fled on foot from a stolen 
vehicle in New Hampshire, 
headed into Massachusetts. 

7:23 p.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle towed from roadway 
at Gill lights. 

F1iday 1-19 
8:20 p.m. Assisted fire 

department on Barney Hale 
Road. 

Saturday 1-20 
10:05 p.m. Assisted 

No1thfield Police with a hit 

and fllll motor vehicle acci­
dent. 

Sunday 1-21 
6:04 p.m. Assisted fire 

depa1tment with fire alarm on 
the Mollllt Hennon Campus. 

Monday 1-22 
3:09 pm. Report of enatic 

operator on French King 
Highway. Subject stopped 
near Gill lights, all OK. 

7:06 p.m. Assisted state 
police, standing by with stop 
sticks for a "be on the lookout 
for" (BOLO) vehicle headed 
north on Rt. 91. 

and play again too. Our inter­
view was cut short when she 
dashed for the door. I had to 
summon up all of my cat whis­
pering powers to coax her out 
from tmder a parked car and 
back to her new caring home. 
(A successful attempt, fo1tu­
nately.) 

While some of the cats are 
having good unwholesome ftm, 
there are, of course, the occa­
sional detractors in town who 
are not so receptive to the idea 
of wild roving cats populating 
Tumers Falls. They each have 
their own reasons. 

One self-described "idiot," 
who edits a local weekly news­
paper and lives on 4th Street, 
accidentally left his car door 
slightly open on New Year's 
Eve. Later that evening a neigh­
bor called police suspecting the 
car had been burgled, because 
the car door was now complete­
ly ajar. The "cat burglar" took 
nothing but managed to spray 

A challenge for many cat 
lovers is being able to tell the 
difference between a fi-iendly 
neighborhood pet and a friendly 
stray that may be diseased. 
While we all may be familiar 
with the in1ages associated with 
rabies, such as animals frothing 
at the mouth and enatic behav­
ior, few among us are aware of 
"dtm1b" rabies, McNeely said. 
She says th.at dumb rabies may 
manifest itself in animals in its 
later stages by friendliness or 
mellowness, so cat admirers 
need to be wary. McNeely is 
cunently investigating com­
plaints of wild cats biting peo­
ple simply nying to enter their 

The Dakin Humane Society 
has a program called "Feral 
Spay Stmday" which helps to 
get ymmg female cats spayed to 
prevent the population of feral 
cats from exploding. For more 
infonnation, check out the web 
site (www.dakinshelter.org) or 
call the shelter. An impo1tant 
aspect of the program is th.at it is 
free! 

There are so many tmwanted 
cats in shelters across the cotm­
ny already. A little exn·a effort 
to prevent feral kittens makes it 
easier for shelters such as the 
Dakin and Greenfield Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society to deal 
with all the other non-feral kit­
tens in their shelters. 

A car parked next to 
Sokolosky Realty on 4th Sn·eet 
spo1ts a license plate th.at says 
"I'm Animal Friendly." 
Proceeds from friendly license 
plate sales go to the 
Massachusetts Animal Coali­
tion, with the objective of 

Locally ow~ed since 1941 rft~ Wanted: 
kN Antique Clocks of 
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Full Service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 
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"We Make Chefs Happy" 
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(413) 256-8929 
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FERAL 
from previous page 

"working together to decrease 
the number of homeless, neglect­
ed, displaced, or abused animals 
in Massachusetts" (www.mas­
sanimalcoalition.org. 

McNeely is in the process of 
working with the Montague 
selectboard to address issues 
with feral cats, since there have 
been recent complaints about 
aggressive cats. She did stress 
though that she is not anxious to 
have cats euthanized since it's so 
hard to tell which cats are pets. 
Dogs in town must be licensed 
(don't forget to renew your 
license by March 31st!), but cats 
do not. Other cities in the U.S. 
have required licensing of cats. 
Could this be a viable way to 
have owners prove their pets 
have had their rabies shots here 
in Turners? (A side benefit of 
this would be a pet tag tracking 
system so that your cat if ever 

SCHOOLS 
continued from pg 1 

in Montague will now be con­
figured as K-5 schools, with 
Hillcrest Elementaiy, according 
to a December vote of the 
school committee, to become an 
early childhood pre-K education 
center for the district. 

At their next meeting, the 
school committee will work on 
an amendment to the regional 
school district agreement to 
allow the sixth grade from Gill 
to also attend Great Falls 
Middle School. That amend­
ment would also have to be 
approved by town meetings in 
Gill and Montague in order to 
take effect. 

Smith said that in places 
where intra-district choice has 
been implemented, "there is 
very little migration from one 
school to another." Still, she 
spoke of the possibility of intra­
district choice leading to equal­
ized class sizes throughout the 
district, including at Gill 
Elementary (where 100 students 
now attend the K-6 school, with 
a combined 4th and 5th grade 
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lost, could be found.) Perhaps 
landlords in the area could also 
encourage or require tenants to 
keep only vaccinated and fixed 
pets? 

McNeely also notes that pro­
grams that put populations of 
feral cats to sleep do not really 
work well, because more out of 
town guest cats simply move in 
pe1manently to the now empty 
ten-itory. 

Allen Foster, Montague's ani­
mal control officer, cat-egorized 
the issue ofTumer's feral felines 
as "a real tough one." He 
believes that programs that spay 
or neuter, vaccinate and then 
release cats are not helping. 

It's still too hard for people to 
dete1mine if cats are vaccinated 
or not (since it's ve1y unlikely 
they have been micro-chipped 
yet), and so if a newly vaccinat­
ed cat gets into a fight and hurts 
a pet, nobody really knows if 
that pet will be OK or not. Foster 
noted that quarantines and vet 

class). 
As the c01mnittee outlined a 

policy for intra-district choice, 
Richard Colton, policy subcom­
mittee chair, said siblings would 
have the right to follow their 
siblings to the school of choice, 
students would be allowed to 
complete their schooling in the 
school of choice, and applica­
tions for open seats would be 
made by a certain date in spring, 
with assignments for open slots 
dete1mined sho1tly thereafter. 
The committee has spoken of 
the need for parents to provide 
their own transpo1tation, as in 
out of the district school choice. 

Ted Castro Santos insisted 
that parents shall have the right 
to send their children to the ele­
menta1y school in their town, 
and that language was added to 
the motion as approved. 

School committee chair 
Mary Kociela outlined the 
development of two teams for 
task work on the Montague ele­
menta1y school reconfiguration. 
One task force is scheduled to 
meet Februa1y 12th -16th at 
Montague Center School in 
order to tour the school and 

expenses add up to a lot of trou­
ble for good Samaritans. 

A few people have been 
injured by wild cats in the area in 
the last year, Foster said, and 
they have had to undergo expen­
sive medical treatment to protect 
against rabies. 

But Foster said there isn't 
enough clarity in the law or 
enough funding in town to ade­
quately deal with the feral cat 
problem. Even if a contractor 
were hired to round up all the 
cats and put them down, a 
beloved pet would probably 
inadve1tently be put to death in 
the process. 

The birds of Tumers could 
not be contacted directly since 
they're so flighty, but I suspect 
they'd enjoy cats much more if 
they were all kept inside. A quick 
survey of my two indoor cats, 
Lucy and Tio Pepe, revealed 
they would enjoy birds much 
more if they were kept lllllllll■ 
inside too. Silly kitties! il!I 

identify immediate and longer 
term renovations needed to 
accommodate the expansion of 
that school, over the next two 
years, to a K-5 elementary 
school. The team will present a 
repo1t to the March 13th meet­
ing of the entire school commit­
tee to discuss and prioritize 
areas identified as needing 
work. Superintendent Sue Gee 
noted the presence of a parent 
led fundraising c01mnittee 
working to raise funds for 
Montague Center improvements 
and said the schools hoped to 
work with them. 

The task force will be com­
prised of district facilities man­
ager Tom Thomton, Montague 
building inspector Dave Jenson, 
two teachers from Montague 
Center School, and two parents. 
School c01mnittee members 
Richard Colton, Ten-y 
Lapichinski, and Mike 
Langknecht volunteered to join 
the team as well. The task force 
will advise the com1nittee about 
the advisability of seeking state 
funding for Montague Center 
renovations from the 
Massachusetts School Building 
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Bonnie Magner and rescued fiiend Samantha in their home. 

Administration. 
The purpose of the second 

transition team is to determine 
budget needs and priorities for 
the move of K-2 classes from 
Hillcrest to Sheffield. Moving 
costs have already been figured 
into the budget for '08. The 
team will also create a timeline 
for moving classrooms, info1m 
the commlmity of the plan, and 
work on involving parents and 
families in the project. Meetings 
will be scheduled February 26th 
- March 2nd. Members of that 
transition team will include 
Sheffield principal Chip Wood, 
Hillcrest principal Chris Jutres, 
two Hillcrest teachers, two 
Sheffield teachers, and two par­
ents. Kristin Boyle, Valeria 
S1nith and Ted Castro-Santos of 
the school committee will join 
this group. 

Gee said that most packing 
up and moving of classrooms 
will be done in the summer, 
after the new fiscal years sta1ts 
on July 1st. 

Kociela stated the superin­
tendent will put together details 
of the transition plan for the 
press to disse1ninate, including a 

welcome to all c01mnunity 
members and fa1nilies to partic­
ipate. 

Prior to the vote on moving 
the 6th grades to the middle 
school, Jeff Kenney, principal of 
Tmners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School, gave 
the meeting attendees a tour of 
the wing where those 6th grade 
classrooms will be housed. 
Kenney explained that four 
classrooms on the first floor of 
the new building have been 
underutilized and would be 
more than spacious enough to 
house the 6th grades, including 
Gill's sixth grade if town meet­
ing votes allow that class to join 
Montague's in the move. 

Noticeable throughout the 
tour were clean, well-lit and 
spacious hallways and class­
rooms with state of the a1t tech­
nology and equipment. All of 
the classrooms are representa­
tive of the excellent condition 
and attractive modem architec­
ture of the entire building. The 
libra1y is newly renovated and 
includes a large section dedicat­
ed to the middle school chil-

see SCHOOLS pg 12 
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THIS WllD PlACE 

The Court Hawk 
BY KARL MEYER 
GREENFIELD - The Cooper's 
hawk darted past at eye level, 
giving one stroke of its wings 
for balance and momentum. Its 
beeline traject01y was cat quiet. 
What was unusual was that this 
was mid-afternoon, near the cor­
ner of Hope and Main Street in 
Greenfield. The libra1y was 
straight ahead; the comthouse to 
my right. The long-tailed rapt.or 
- crow-sized, but much sleeker -
headed for the side steps of the 
comthouse, passing not ten feet 
from me. 

I am always astonished at the 
boldness of Cooper's hawks. 
This raptor displays a fierceness 
I've seldom witnessed in other 
species. Maybe fearlessness 
would be a better tem1, though 
both are human traits. Still, this 
woodland - and now suburban -
dweller is known for attacking 
unsuspecting humans who ven­
tme too close to its nest in 
spring. You might literally 
(though rarely) end up with a 
bloody scalp, if you wander too 
near its young, hidden amidst 
the branches of a tall evergreen. 

In a half second the Cooper's 
reached its target, a hip-high 
bush bordering the sidewalk of 
the west exit to the Franklin 
County Courthouse. There was 
split-second panic and an abmpt 
silence in that shrub - a knot of 
House spanows pulling inward 
and cringing from the claws of 
the hungiy rapt.or. The hawk 
flapped and feinted at the thick­
et, pushing in on one opening, 
then withdrawing and fluttering 
toward another. The traffic con-

SCHOOLS 
continued from pg 11 
dren. A technology specialist is 
available to assist staff and stu­
dents in the proper use of the 
available equipment. 

Kenney said 6th gi·ade teach­
ers would have the opportunity 
to do collaborative work, the 
sixth gi·ade wing would be self­
contained, with a separate 
enn·ai1ce from the rest of the 
building. Art and music are 
located in the older building. 

When someone inquired 
about the cafeteria, Kenney 
made it clear that although the 
middle school shares a lunch­
room, there is plenty of space to 
keep each gi·ade in a sepai·ate 
area, which is what they do with 
the 7th and 8th grades cmTently. 

tinned on Hope Street, the 
day's docket proceeded 
inside the comthouse, 
while a hawk with murder 
in its heart tenorized 
House sparrows without. 

But those spanows 
knew their part too. 
Introduced into North 
America in the mid-1800s, 
these are the small, dusty 
looking communal birds 
that can be found chirping in 
eve1y privet hedge and 
McDonald's parking lot on the 
continent. Their best survival 
skills stem from the fact that 
they have lots of babies, and 
they stick together. Purists in the 
birding community hate them -
forgetting that we brought them 
here, and we're doing a bit of 
overpopulating ourselves. 

And in a ve1y real sense, that 
Cooper's hawk would not be 
hunting a suburban street comer 
this day if humans had not 
affected its habitat. Mainly a 
woodland species, Cooper's 
hawks were decimated by the 
blanket egg-thinning application 
of DDT after World War II. The 
species was ve1y slow to recov­
er. But since the 1980s, with the 
New England woodlands matur­
ing, and the numbers of people 
feeding birds in both the country 
and the city, things have 
improved for this species: more 
safe woodland nest sites; more 
well-fed, small birds coming 
into the open at feeders. That 
lightning strike at chickadees 
feasting on your sunflower 
seeds likely stems from a 
Cooper's hawk, or its smaller 

In the beginning of each year, 
ltmchroom seats ai·e assigi1ed. If 
or when the children become 
comfortable enough, they are 
allowed to have flexible seating 
within their grade's section. 

Discussion of the benefits of 
the 6th gi·ade n·ansition to the 
middle school continued when 
the meeting resumed. Smith 
shared her views about the 
i.mpo1tance of the ruts, music, 
and physical education for the 
development of a well-rotmded 
child. At the middle school, the 
6th gi·aders would have access to 
superior facilities for all three, 
including a pool ai1d theater. 

Gee argued that research 
shows that most configurations 
will work if the parents, collllnu­
nity, and cmTiculum are support-

activity out of the comer 
of her eye when she was 
less than ten feet from the 
bush. But I could see that 
the hawk had made note of 
her, and moved to the 
opposite side of the bush, 
still hopeful. 

Finally, after she 
ILLUSTRATION av ANJA SCHUTZ passed beyond that bush­

cousin, the Sharp-shinned hawk. 
bordered set of steps, she 
hesitated, looking back 

over her shoulder at that flashy 
big set of flapping wings. At that 
glance the mst-breasted 
Cooper's hawk, one of the most 
focused and brazen hunters I've 
ever witnessed, finally took off. 
There was nothing clutched in 
the claws trailing beneath its 

belly. And, besides the slowly 
returning chatter of spa1rnws 
outside the Franklin County 
Comthouse, there were only two 
human witnesses to the incident, 
a life-and-death snuggle outside 
anyone's province to judge. 

Cooling thought: Each of us 
is capable, with a small effo1t, of 
leaving the cai· in the driveway 
one day per week. That equals a 
15% reduction in your climate­
changing car pollutants. 

Karl Meyer writes about the 
environment. His book for 
young readers, Wild Animals of 
No11h America, was published 
in November. 

I watched for nearly a minute 
as this little vignette played 
itself out. The spa1rnws knew 
their safety was in shrubs and 
numbers - stealing from branch­
to-branch in the thicket maze to 
keep just ahead of the razor­
sharp talons of the hawk. The 
Cooper's was now relying on 
sheer tenor rather than surprise 
to force one of them to make a 
mistake. When one did, the 
hawk would snatch it with those 
hooked claws and quickly dis­
patch it with punctming pres­
sure targeted to the bird's soft 
tissues. The rapt.or flapped and 
tipped, jabbed and feinted, fly­
ing from one side of the bush to 
the other, all of this at street 
level with cars rolling by. 

Fox Fun tor Families 

But this comthouse hawk 
was to go hungiy for the ti.me 
being, a momentaiy vi.cto1y for 
the House sparrows. What 
saved them was a fonnally 
dressed woman who strode 
down the sidewalk, oblivious to 
the mortal drama being played 
out by the comthouse door. That 
there was a hawk thrnshing 
ainong those restless branches 
was not immediately apparent. 
She finally noticed the fluny of 

ive. She went on to say that the 
K-5, 6-8, 9-12 configuration is 
educationally, as well as devel­
opmentally more advantageous. 
Sixth gi·ade children are begin­
ning the transition to adoles­
cence; .it benefits them to be 
grouped with other middle 
school children in the stage 
between adolescence and eai·ly 
adulthood. Middle school facili­
ties, policies and cuniculum 
suppo1t students at this sensitive 
time. Additionally, commtmity 
development and a sense of 
belonging have more ti.me to 
flourish when children stay for 
three years, rather than the 
briefer two-year period. 

Committee members felt ele­
mentaiy school children would 
also be more appropriately 

NORTHFIELD On 
Saturday, Janua1y 27th from 9 
a.m. to noon, Northfield 
Mountain will host "Fox Fun 
for Families" with Beth 
Bazler, public environmental 
progi·am coordinator. 

What makes a fox a fox? 
By looking at mounts, skulls 
and books indoors, and fol­
lowing tracks outdoors to 
observe behavior, the gi·oup 
will try to answer this essen­
tial question. Families will 
learn through activities and 
the use of n·acking journals, 
and will come up with their 
own important questions 
about these "ghosts of the 
woods." Vi.a books, field 

se1ved in a K-5 environment., 
where they would have more 
space, and more teacher to stu­
dent attention. 

Ted Casn·o-Santos, the one 
collllnittee member who voted 
to abstain on the motion, said he 
was not yet comfo1table with the 
move. He was not convinced 
that moving the sixth gi·ade to 
the 1niddle school had enough 
community suppo1t. Collllnittee 
member Kristin Boyle also 
expressed concern about com­
mtmi.ty support and involve­
ment. While she was impressed 
with the accommodations at the 
middle school, she said she 
would like to see more infonna­
tion given to parents, and to 
anange a tour with the principal 
so that parents will be less inti.m-

reseai·ch and gi·oup wisdom, 
we will do our best to find 
answers - or maybe discover 
even more fascinating ques­
tions! Please bring water; 
weai· wind pants or gaiters if 
you have them; and dress in 
wa1m layers that can be shed 
as we get moving. A light 
snack will be shared on the 
n·ail and the gi·oup wi.11 reh1111 
to the building to waim up 
with hot chocolate at the end 
of the progi·am. 

The progi·ain is geared for 
children ages six and older; 
the fee is $6 per person or $11 
with snowshoe rentals. Pre­
registration is required. Call 
Beth Bazler at 413-659-4461. 

idated when they see the 1niddle 
school for themselves. She said, 
"I think we need to get togeth­
er." 

Earlier in the meeting, com­
mittee member Deb Bourbeau 
gave a report from a recent 
Montague capital improvements 
committee meeting, where she 
said the CIC seemed to be in 
favor of holding off on address­
ing capital needs at the 
Montague Center School tmtil 
the outcome of various petition 
drives to close the Montague 
Center School ai·e known. 

Committee member Mike 
Langknecht responded, "You 
can tell them now it's remaining 
open, but I'll wait for the 
lawyers to do that." 

Acipressure Massa9e & 
H !1)Jttotfier~y Rau'sAuto THE 

COUNTRY JEWELEUW 
Janet Masucci 

413-863-8694 

Natiomtllv <:::ertified in Them .utic Massa e Since 1993 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~ (413) 367-2475 
• Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry 

~ Diamonds 
~ Watches 

Custom rpair 
work done 011y1·emises 

Corner of Main & 

Call Larry: 
77!?-0859 

Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

~ Anniversary Bands 

OMfasfii<med service! 

Mon. - Sat. 
9:SO - 5:SO 

www.cou11tryjeweler.oom 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

A Bruising Topic of Concern 
BY FRED CICETTI become purple. They 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I've been darken and then, in 
getting bruises lately and I time, fade. They can 
can 't remember hurting last for weeks. 
myself. Should I see a doc- This condition, also 
tor? known as "actinic pur-

A tendency to bruise eas- pura," is usually seen 
ily is common when you Ill in seniors. It is caused 
age. It's especially common by blood-vessel walls 
among women. that have been weak-

A bruise - also known as ened by years of expo-
a contusion - occurs when sure to the sun. In 
the tiny blood vessels addition the skin is 

d 
. . IILLUSTRATION: JESSICA HARMON ' un er yom skm break after sun-damaged and 

being struck. When you thin. 
bruise, the blood leaks under the skin Daily application of alpha hydroxy-
and leaves a black-and-blue mark. The acid lotions to the skin have been 
ha1·der the impact, the bigger the shown to increase skin thickness up to 
bruise. As the blood is reabsorbed by 15 percent in patients with sun-dam­
your body, the bruise goes away. aged thin skin. This occurs through the 

You can enhance healing by elevat- stimulation of collagen production, 
ing the injmy and applying a cold pack the skin's natural support protein. For 
for a half-hour at a time for a day or so women, the hormone progesterone in 
after you are injured. After there is no lotion may also help. 
swelling, a warm compress can accel- Most bruises are not a cause for 
erate reabsorption. concern, but you should have bruising 

Blood-thinning medications can checked by a doctor if you are experi­
contribute to bruising. So you 1night encing the following: unusually large 
bruise more easily if you take Plavix or painful bruises, bruises that seem to 
or Coumadin. Aspirin will have a sim- have no cause, abnormal bleeding 
ilar effect. The thinners allow more elsewhere, sudden bruising after 
blood to pool under your skin. So, if beginning a medication. 
you're taking one of these drugs, what These symptoms may mean that 
seems like a hannless bump against a you don't have enough platelets in 
coffee table could lead to a nasty your blood. Platelets help your blood 
bruise. to clot. 

Some dieta1y supplements can thin You can take steps to prevent bruis-
your blood, too. Be careful if you are ing from falls and collisions. Here are 
consuming more than normal amounts some: 
of fish oil, ginkgo, ginger and garlic. • Always hold the handrails on 

It's easier to bruise if your skin is stairways. 
thin. With age, your skin becomes • Don't stand on a chair to get to 
thinner and loses some of the fat that something. 
protects your blood vessels. • Clear floors where you walk. 
Co1ticosteroids are known to make • Mount grab bars near toilets, tubs 
your skin thinner, so these drugs can and showers. 
make you more bruise-prone. • Place non-skid mats, strips, or 

Aging capillaries contribute to carpet on all surfaces that may get wet. 
bruising, too. Over time, the tissues • Put nightlights and light switches 
supporting these vessels weaken, and close to your bed. 
capillary walls become more fragile • Tack down all carpets and area 
and prone to rupture. rugs. 

There is a special type of bruising • Close cabinet doors and drawers 
known as "Bateman's purpura," which so you won't run into them. 
usually is seen on the back of the • Be especially careful around pets. 
hands and forea1ms. Unlike eve1yday 
bruises, the bruises you get with If you have a question, please write 
Bateman's purpura are not tender and tofredcicetti@gmail.com. 
last longer. They strut out red and 

DOLAN & DOt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

BAND 
continued from pg 1 
Niagara Falls, Chicopee 
Falls .... " 

This was a show you 
wanted to show up early for. 
For example, a :friend and I 
showed up five minutes 
early and there was no park­
ing left. We had to park at 
Felton's, across the street. 
Everyone else was well into 
celebrating the group's 
return to the area before 
they took the stage, veterans 
of many a barroom, dance 
hall, and rock show in the 
decades they have packed 
into their collective per­
fomling experience. We're 
talking Wailin' Dave 
Robinson on ha1p and 
vocals, John Klondike 
Koehler on bass nailing 
down the rhythm with rock 
solid Michael WISkey on 
dnuns, never mind Eliot 
Osborn floating each mun­
ber on the shimmering 
chords of his keyboards. 
Add those two indefatiga-
bly great guitarists, 
screamin' Compton 
Maddux and the tmquotable 
note for note pe1fect Jolumy 
Moses, masters of all 
idio1ns, the Outerspace-men 
incarnate, and you were 
missing only the trombone 
and fiddle playing of Alex 
Scheeren, unable to make 
the date. But sideman David 
Lenson, familiar to many in 
the Valley :from Wailin' 
Dave's blues bands, filled in 
what space remained for sax 
flotu'ishes in fine style. 

As we shot pool at one of 
the bar's seven tables, 
enjoying the music and the 
crowd, I couldn't help 
watching the people up and 
dancing. Whether they were 
out on the floor, grooving in 
their chairs, or just leaning 
up against the bar shaking 
their hips or bobbing their 
heads in time to the music, 
the joint was rocking. The 
crowd was a mix of ages 
:from people in their 20s to 

Office Hours By Appointment 

174AVENUEA 
DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 

TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 
01376 

413-863-3133 

PfRm~~l mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'~ mmP 
Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Neil, M.A. 
Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA 01351 • 413.367.9514 
Joanne@moonrisemedicinals.com 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

~ 8 Main Street 
Clay is good dirt! Montague Center 

Next to tho Mon,.p C:,range 

www.gooddirtpotter~.com +I 7-767-0155 

some who seemed to be 
pemianently stuck in their 
60s. Which does not sur­
p11se me because this band 
has been armmd since then. 

They got together at 
Trinity College in Haitford, 
before wending their way to 
Wendell. According to 
Klondike, "The whole band 
moved to Wendell in the 
stun1ner of 1973, and rented 
a se11es of houses in the cen­
ter of town." He recalled a 
property management com­
pany by the nrune of Likely 
Listings that ttuned over 
"five or six highly dis­
tressed propeities" in the 
center to anyone who want­
ed to rent them. "At tliat 
time, we had over 100 
musiciaIIS living in the cen­
ter of town, with tech crew 
and smmd mei1. The select­
board allowed us to rent the 
town hall for rehearsal 
space. We had the nm of the 
place." 

That era led to "50 or 60 
great shows at the legendruy 
Wruwick Inn," for the 
Outerspace Band, which 
also :frequented the stages of 
such venerable Valley 
venues as tl1e Rusty Nail 
and the Blue Wall, in the 
period :from 1973 - 77. At 
the Wruwick Inn, Klondike 
recalled, "We would easily 
double the legal capacity of 
the place, and it was always 
a great time." 

Nowadays, with band 
meinbers scattered across 
New England, the band 
plays roughly 12 -15 shows 
a yeru·, ru1d pulls togethei· a 
sho1t smmner tour, with 
Vmalliaven and the 
Nostalgia Tavern in 
Kingsfield, ME prominent 
destination points. 

Nostalgia was rife this 
weekend at the Roadhouse 
m Millers, when the 
Outerspace Band brought 
thefr "neo-Frisco R&B" 
smmd to the stage once 
again. Equally adept at 
Cajun style cookers and 
Dead-inspired jams, the 

13 

fotu· singer songwriters in 
the band each conti'ibute 
their own distinct flavor to 
the soulful stew. A pruticulru· 
crowd pleaser, penned by 
Osborn, cnrised on a Little 
Feat-inflected melody, and 
a11'ived at the familiar 
refrain: 

"It's Friday Night 
and I Feel Fine, 

I got a Nickel, 
and it Feels like a 

Dime; 
Boss Man sentenced me 

to 9 to 5 .... 
It's Party Time 

and I Feel Fine!" 
That worked, even on a 

Saturday night. 
The band's appearance 

at the Roadhouse gave a 
new generation (mine), a 
chance to catch up with a 
local legend. They've been 
hard to see locally, outside 
of the occasional Wendell 
Old Home Day Retmion. 
One Outei· Space-man said, 
"Our newest meinber has 
been with the band for fif­
teen yeru·s now." If you ask 
me, that is quite a long time 
to still be called the "new 
guy." I can probably bet 
you he wishes they would 
hire on another band mem­
ber soon so he can retire the 
"new guy in the band" 
moniker. 

At about 10:30 p.m. the 
band took a break to catch 
their breath, get a drink, or 
do anything else you ru·e 
not able to do while up on 
stage. I myself did not 
know they were taking a 
break, or if maybe they 
were done for the night, 
since they had been playing 
for over an hour already. I 
saw Roadhouse owner 
Jamie Snyder walking by 
and asked him. He said, 
"Are you kidding? They're 
not done. They're old 
timers. We will be rocking 
till one in the morning." Or 
longer. 

Let me tell you a little 
st01y before I let you go, 

see BAND pg 14 

1\,EGAL 
Real Estate & Modular Homes 

lkMNG • BUILDING • 8EWN6 
A c<;>mplete line _of mod~ homes from p~ and 

pernuts to the fuushed pro1ect, they handle the entire job. 

Kyle Scott and Donald Y. Bowman 
863-9555 • 131 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

FOUR DIRECTIONS 
HEALING ARTS 

Fov~ fJ1~Ecr10NS 
HE>--.t.:1Nc; A~n 

Acuptmcture 
Massage, Reiki 

Flower Essence Thei-apy 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XVII 
Storytelling 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Feather quilts are waim 
and light. Goose down is best, 
but our geese had long since been 
served up on the table. Arnold 
Studer let us have all the tlll'key 

COMEDY AT 
THE SHEA 

Sat., Feb. 3, 8 p.m. 
Tickets at World Eye 
Bookshop, Gill Store. 
www.SheaComedY.com 

feathers we wai1ted. But we had 
to strip them. 

We'd start with a huge mound 
of tlll'key feathers in the center of 
the kitchen table, and strip the 
vanes from either side of the 
quill. That was to keep quills 
from stabbing through the 
covering, and to make a softer 
quilt. We piled the curled vai1es 
on the table in front of us, and put 
the stripped quill in a cloth on our 
lap. 

Stripping was tedious. As the 
evening wore on, the mound of 
turkey feathers in the center of 
our table grew smaller and the 
down in front of us grew larger. If 
anyone sneezed or laughed, 
stripped feathers flew 

www.turners1a11srivercu1ture.oru 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in Turners Falls. 
Log on and find out what you are missing. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 
LOCAL NEWS NEY.ER GO.ES OUT O:F STYLE 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. rAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

CARPENTRY LAND WANBD 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

SERVICES 
PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW: 

Seeking buildable land near 
Montague Center. Please call 
Douglas or Ginny, 617.623.2383. 
No agents pis. 

TUTOR AVAILABLE 

everywhere. Saying anything 
funny was strictly forbidden. 

Unfortunately, there was a 
tendency to get silly as the 
evening progressed. Though we 
were forbidden to say anything 
funny, I never could resist saying 
something to make everyone 
explode in laughter. The feathers 
would fly, and Ma wouldn't be 
able to keep from laughing. But it 
didn't keep her from cuffing me. 

A safer pastime was 
storytelling. Though Ma never 
told funny stories as we stripped 
feathers, we looked forward to 
her stories of days gone by. Her 
storytelling gave me a good 

BAND from pg 13 
about the crowd at this show. 
With the band on break, I 
stepped outside with my friend 
so he could have a cigai·ette, 
since you ai·e not allowed to 
smoke in bars ai·ound here 
anymore. As we got back inside, 
I went to grab my drink off the 
windowsill by the pool table 
only to find it gone. Two men 
standing nearby told me 
someone had come by and 
cleaned up the area while I'd 
been outside. One of the guys 
was nice enough to buy me 
another drink, out of the 
kindness of his heait. 

I have to admit I have lived 
in Turners Falls all my life, and 
since I have been twenty-one I 
have never been to the Route 63 
Roadhouse. I can say with 

feeling. It was comforting to heat· 
her talk of earlier times, as we all 
sat ai·ound the kitchen table with 
the hanging kerosene lamp 
casting a cheerful glow over the 
gathered fainily. 

'Tell us about the old days, 
Ma," we'd say, and she'd begin. 

The stories of her childhood in 
Poland re1ninded me of the book 
Heidi. I could imagine Ma's log 
home in the mountains, never 
dreaming that one day I would 
visit that ve1y same house, still 
there in the Tatra Mountains, 
looking ve1y much like Heidi's 
grandfather's, still vivid in my 
memory. 

confidence that I'll be going 
back. And if you ever get the 
chance to see the Outerspace 
Band (go to 
outerspaceband.com for future 
gigs) then by all means go see 
them. It will be worth the twelve 
dollars in advance or fifteen 
dollars at the door for tickets, I 
assure you. They are a righteous 
band. 

On Friday night, I caught 
another great local act at the 
Roadhouse, when ai·ea favorites 
the Curly Fingers Dupree Band 
took the stage. This band put on 
a great show as well, with a hom 
inflected sound all their own. 
Special props to the fine 
:fretwork of Montague's own 
Kip Dresser on guitar, and the 
sophisticated hom solos of Tom 
Archer on sax. Mike Allen on 
dmms, Ed Sulda on bass, 

One evening while we were 
stripping feathers, Ma told us of 
neighbors coining to her family's 
home to strip goose feathers on 
long winter nights. They'd 
always have food and sometinies 
a drink before they began 
working. Those were happy 
times. Neighbors talked and 
joked as they worked. When one 
family finished stripping their 
supply of feathers, the group 
would move on to another house. 
The work bee also served as a 
social gathering to ease the long 
dreaiy months of cold and 
isolation. 

- Continued next week 

Harvey Atkins on ha1p, and Dan 
Roberge on percussion round 
out the band's roster. 

I'm not a fan of cover bands, 
but I'll make an exception for 
this one. They play a fair shat·e 
of originals, and they do a 
phenomenal job on the rock 
standards. They closed their first 
set, for exat11ple, with a sizzling 
tiio of Ziggy Stardust, Loco­
motive Breath, and Folsom 
Prison Blues, bringing the 
crowd as close to roadhouse 
heaven as you can get and live 
to tell the tale. 

The long and sh01t of it: if 
you like to go out and dance, 
heai· live music, or just hang out 
in a friendly place, then make it 
a point to go to the Route 63 
Roadhouse in Millers Falls. It's 
1ight on Route 63. You can't 
miss it. 

Sita Lang, (413) 834-7569. 
Hauling your used goods to 
people and places in need, and 
not necessarily to the landfill. 
Free Estimates. 

Emphasis on reading, writing 
and verbal skills. Steady clients 
only. Must be motivated. 413-
863-5149. 

Ed S oulda, ba.rs, Kip Dresser; lead, and Tom Archer; wailing on sax with 
the Cur!J Fingers Dupree Band at the Roadhouse Friday night. 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the c,omer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs, or custom made 
• Built-in page editor, do it yourself! 
• Messages, calendars, downloads 
• Private customer areas w/ login 
• Multiple "group" areas for users 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 
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AUTOMOTIVE 
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TELE: (4 1 3) 772-8862 
CELL: (4 1 3) 5 12-041 3 

409 DEERFIELD STREET • GREENFIELD 

DON SKOLE 
PRESIDENT 
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LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773.7349 
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PARTRIDGE-Z CHAU, Incorporated 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Free Films for the Frozen: Out of 
the Past. A killer film noir star­
ing of course Robe1t Mitchum, 
Jane Greer and Kirk Douglas. 
Films are Free (with a passed 
hat). Food & drink available at 
the Lady Killigrew Pub or The 
Nigl1t Kitchen Restaurant. 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 
26TH 
The Montague Elks 
Lodge #2521 "Italian 
Night" dinner fundrais­
er to benefit the new 
lodge. Tickets $8, open 
to all Elk members and 
guests, age 21 and over. 
Limited number of 
meals available. 6 p m. 
until sold out. Dessert 
sold separately. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers 
Falls, Soul Sensation. Rock and 
roll, come to dance! 9:30 pm. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27TH 
Used Book Sale at the 
Carnegie Library. Proceeds to 
benefit the Friends of the 
Montague Public Libraries. 
12 to 4 p.m. 

Ja.'Duke's 10th Anniversary 
Party at the Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls. Celebrate the 
past, present and future! Free 
and open to all. Sign up on 
line at www.jaduke.com or 
call the Shea 863-2281 to 
reserve tickets. Limited seat­
ing, 7 p.m. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers 
Falls, Loose Change Back In The 
House. Rock and roll, come to 
dance! 9:30 p.m. 

The Montague Elks Lodge #2521 
annual "Caribbean Night", 1 Elks 
Avenue, Tw11ers Falls. This event 
is open to all Elk members and 
guests. A pot luck dinner is 
planned and all attendees are 
encouraged to bring a pot luck 
dish to share. The lodge's house 
committee will also be providing 
roasts of pork for the dinner. The 
event is free. 8 p.m. 
Entertainment will be provided 
by VJ Slade with dancing w1til 
midnight. 

The National Spiritual Alliance: 
Psychic Fair at Thompson 
Temple, across from the Post 
Office, Lake Pleasant. Readers 
use a variety of methods to obtain 
infonnation for those who con­
sult them. $25 for 20 min. read­
ing. 11 to 4 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28TH 
Montague Family Dance with 
caller Jim Fownes. Family-style 
contra dancing for all ages. 
Montague Grange, Montague 
Center. 4-5:30 pm. 

The Montague Bookmill 
Presents: The Dead of Winter 

Info. 
Joe Carrol~ left 1vith Mike 

Cote, below, pe,jorm in 
Ccomet!J at the Shea on 

Friday, February 3rd, 8 p.m. 

(802) 251-6051. 

FRIDAY, AND 
SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 2ND 
&3RD 

Frozen: 
Napoleon 
Dynamite. Films 
are free (with a 
passed hat). Food 
& drink available 
at the Lady Killigrew Pub or The 
Night Kitchen Restaurant, 7 p m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 29TH 
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers 
Falls, Singer Song-Writer series, 
hosted by Rob Skelton and 
Pitchfork, 9 p m. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31ST 
Friends Coffeehouse: Falltovm 
Stringband in The Great Hall, Great 
Falls Discove1y Center. 
Accessible facilities. $5 - $10 per 
person, 7 pm. 

Free Lectw·e Series by Dr. Maiella, 
Naturopathic Doctor. Held at 
Green Fields Market, Greenfield. 
Lyme Disease: the most common 
tick-borne disease in the U.S. 6:30 
p.m. For more infonnation call 
(413) 230-4462 or www.valley­
natumpathicfaniilymedicine.com 

Pothole Pictures 
presents: Butch 
Cassidy and The 
Sundance Kid. 7:30 
pm., Memorial 
Hall, Shelburne 
Falls. 

SATURDAY, FEB­
RUARY3RD 
Wendell Full Moon 
Coffee House: Rani 
Arbo and Daisy 

Mayhem. Benefit for Franklin 
Hampshire County Health 
Coalition. Open Mic at 7:30, 
main act 8 p.m. $6 - $12, Info. 
www.wendellfullmoon.org or 
(978) 544-5557. 

"Comedy at the Shea," with pro­
fessional standup comedians 
Bob Gautreau, Joe Ca1rnll, Mike 
Cote and Jean-Marc Cormier at 
The Shea Theater, Twners Falls. 
Some proceeds benefit Twners 
Falls RiverCulture Project. 
Showtime 8 pm., doors open at 
7 p.m. Beer and wine served in 
lobby. Tickets $15 in advance 
($18 at the box office on the 
night of the show), available on­
line at w,,.,-w.sheacomedy.com, 
and at the World Eye Bookshop, 
Main Sti·eet, Greenfield; the Gill 
Store, Gill. For information or 
reservations, call the Shea 863-
2281. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH 
The Montague Bookmill 
Presents: The Dead of Winter 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 101H 
2nd Atmual Sweet Art Sale, 
Mont.ague Grange, Montague 
Center. Local a1tists and vendors 
offer fun, fwiky, elegant and 
delicious items for your sweet­
heart( s ). Silver jewelry, pott.e1y, 
illustrations, mixed-media 
works, locally harvested honey, 
elegant chocolates! Free admis­
sion. 

UNTIL MARCH 18TH 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography, 
Twners Falls. Face to Face: 
Portraits from Fifty Years, photo­
graphs by Douglas Kirkland. 

CALL FOR ARTISTS! 
The Brick House Community 
Resource Center ofTwners Falls 
is sponsoring its third annual 
Great Falls Art Fest on Satw·day 
and Sunday, May 19th & 20th at 
the Great Falls Discove1y Center 
outside grow1ds and inside the 
Great Hall. This is a juried festi­
val with the jwying process 
begining on January 29th. 
Artists who are interested in par­
ticipating should contact Karen 
Stinchfield at The Brick House 
(413) 863-9576 or www.the­
brickhouseinc.org, to obtain an 
application or more information. 
Proceeds from this event will 
benefit the community-based 
programs at The Brick House. 

Ill $PIT VHI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, ~ pm 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m. 

THURS -Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

Free (excepi some trips), open Jo local 
kens. Some require permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiurd Sueet, Tume,s Falls, 01376. 

.-___:::::..;;; • -
HONTAGUE•MA 

FREE FIL\1S FOR THE FROZEN 

Napoleon Ds,namite 
Sunday, January 25th at 7pm 
·He"s out to prove he's got nothing to 
prove.· Writer & director: Jared Hess, 

2004. Funny enough to see again1 

www.montaguebookmill.com (413)367 •9206 

GREENFIELD 
f;.AVU~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri, Jan. 26th-Thurs., Feb. 1st 
1. EPIC MOVIE PGB 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. DREAMGIRLS PGB 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 in DTS SOUDd 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3 00 
3. CHARLOTTE'S WEB G 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12 00 3:00 
3. BLOOD DIA.'\tIOND R 
DAILY 6:45 9:30 
4. NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. THE IIlTCHER R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 PG!3 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12: 15 3: 15 
6. CmLDREl"IJ OF MEl"IJ R 
DAILY 6:30 9:20 R D1S sound 
MAT FRI,SAT,SUN 1230 3:30 
7. FREEDOM WRITERS 
PG 13 in D1S SOUDd 
DAILY 6:30 9:20 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 
at 

Food 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

Monday 1/29 
Q,eaMc- A Night of 

I 
Spoken Word 7 to 10 p.m. 

Thursday 2/1 
Free Range 

Rock 9 to 11 p.m. 
No Cover Either Night! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

UNTIL JANUARY 31ST 
Hello Iraq, How Are You? An 
Exhibit of Alt from children in 
Iraq and in the USA created espe­
cially for this cultural exchange 
project, and documenting photo­
graphs by Claudia Lefko at 
Green Fields Market, Greenfield. 
The display features a1t from 
local children, as well as art from 
Iraqi children living in exile in 
Atrunan, Jordan. Info: Claudia 
Lefko, (413) 584-0068 or 
iraqichildrensart@verizon.net 

Upcoming at the DisooVerv Center 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND 
Gallery Walk in Brattleboro. 
Vennont Center for Photography, 
49 Flat Street, Brattleboro: 
People, Buildings and Cars: 
New Chicago Photography. 
Group Show of Six New 
Chicago based photographers: 
Ma1y Farmilant, Jon Gitelson, 
Jason Lazarns, Matt Siber, Greg 
Stimac, Brian Ulrich. Opening 
Night: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. during 
Brattleboro Galle1y Walk. Show 
ends on Sunday, Febmary 25th. 

Open Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Groups by Special Arragement, Tue.-Thur. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27TH THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH gate the origins of several newly 
What's Happening with the Eagles? Tracking the Wily Coyote and other discovered stone mins in Eastern 
Join Refuge staff to view the LIVE dog family members of central & Nortl1 America. 
Bald eagle cam at the Center & Western Mass with expert tracker Meet the film maker after the show: 
learn about where they are in the and naturalist, David BrO\V!l. 7- Theodore Timreck, a research asso-
nesting process. Program includes 8:30 p.m For ages 10 & older, $5. ciate with the Arctic Studies Center 
eagle trivia game! 10:30 am. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST of the Smithsonian's National 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31ST Hidden Landscape: A Fihn Preview Museum of Natural History. 7 pm. 
Friends Coffeehouse: Falltown Event. Breaking new ground in col- FEBRUARYlSTTO l\'1ARCH31ST 
Stringband. A night of local enter- laborative research, the 'Hidden Stephen Gingold's Natw·e 
tainment performed by tl1e Falltown Landscape' project explores the Photography. Explore tl1e world of 
Stringband and refreshments. $5 - legend of an ancient "Lost Race" in nature, both at a landscape scale 
$10 per person. 7 pm. Eastem North America and investi- and focused at close range for 
UNTIL JANUARY 31ST gates the widely disputed origin of details, through the eyes of Stephen 
Daniel Goettel - Landscape the region's mysterious stone mins. Gingold as you see his photographs 
Photographs. Human & natural Follow archeological teanlS of sci- in this special exhibit. 
landscapes in black and white pho- entists who work witl1 both Native 
tography. A san1ple of his work on American tribal representatives and 
the web www.danielgoettel.com antiquarian researchers to investi-

Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls (413) 863.3221 www.greatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Brion R. Son Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 yea,s Certified• Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrc,pqr 290-1162 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Retail Fabric Store 
ill1 ·• Cotton • S.ilks • Polyesters • Vinyls • Upholstery ~,f aterial 

• Quilrinir Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

C4SJJ & CJlliCKS ONLY 
on.-Sai. 9-5:20, Fri. til 1:1:20 • Closed Mon. - June, July, A.ugust ~ 

Power Square 
• • Greenfield 
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Our Calendar Carries Names from a Varied Past 
BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
calendar we use is the 
Gregorian Calendar. By the 
16th century, the Julian 
Calendar, then in use, needed 
correction to keep it in line 
with the seasons. Pope Gregory 
the XIII supervised the new 
calendar, which became recog­
nized in most cotmtries. But 
England and America did not 
use the new style calendar until 
the mid-eighteen hundreds, and 
some dates of early American 
items are still found old-style. 

The modem Gregorian 
Calendar reflects the many 
peoples who influenced its 
development; its value depends 
on its acceptance and use by 
everyone. The cycles of the sun 
and moon are the obvious base. 
One may wonder about the 
assignment of days and weeks 
in uneven patterns to the 
months, which adds to the mys­
tery of business operation. 

Maybe there was lobby­
mg. 

The seven day week 
is a comfortable span of 
time, and has biblical 
approval. Sunday and 
Monday are Anglo 
Saxon words for eve1y­
one 's favorites, our 
sources of heat and 
light. The next four 
names tip their hat to 
the Norse gods, Tyr, 
Woden, Thor and 
Freyja. Strangely, the 
last day of the week, 
Saturday, recalls the 
Roman father god, 
Saturn. Something for 
everybody. 

The natural world 
does not match up neat-
ly, and cycles of moon will not 
divide neatly into a year. And 
so we have twelve months of 
unequal days, and va1ying 
weeks. We have a poorly­
metered jingle to help us dis tin-

guish the 30-day months from 
the other eight. Use your fm­
gers to contain the four 30s, 
while you search out the 31 s in 
your mind: 

Thirty days hath September, 
April, June and November 

All the rest have thirty­
one, excepting February 
alone 
Which has four and 
twenty-four 
Till leap year gives it one 
day more. 

The first month of the 
year, Januaiy, is named 
after the Roman god of 
light, Janus. He is often 
portrayed with two faces 
looking in opposite 
directions, back at the 
old year, fo1ward toward 
the new, and his real 
cha1m is not evident. In 
eai·ly Rome, he was the 
sky god who opens the 
gates of the morning and 
closes the gates in the 

evening. He became the 
guardian of doors, and new 
enterprise. Each January, as 
indeed on the first day of each 
month, his blessing was peti­
tioned. 

The remaining names are a 
collection of tributes, religious 
and political, and plain old 
numbers to finish up. Roman 
Caesars, Julius and Augustus, 
managed to have their names 
remembered in the summer 
months, and Roman deities are 
represented by Juno and Mai·s. 
May, the month of Ma1y, is the 
loveliest month of them all. It 
seems strange that, for cen­
turies, September and her suc­
cessors through December, 
have carried names from a for­
mer tin1e that would designate 
them as months seven through 
ten, although in today's calen­
dar they are the ninth through 
the twelfth. Like many of our 
words, with time, they have 
taken on a meaning of their 
own. 

Our calendar canies some 
basic science along with some 
luggage from yesterday. It 
keeps order in life and imposes 
a plan on the future. 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

StartinU Your Own Plants from Seed 
BY LESLIE BROWN Our stmroom is fine for stm 
MONTAGUE CITY - and light, but since I keep it at 
Staiting your own plants from a modest 50 degrees overnight, 
seed is labor-intensive, not an I also need to use a waiming 
activity for eve1yone. mat to keep the soil at a tem­
However, it can be ve1y satis- perature conducive to ge1mi­
fying to harvest vegetables or nation. Since seeds do not 
flowers that you've seen require stmlight to ge1minate, 
progress from a tiny begin- some gai·deners are successful 
ning. If you've become in getting seeds started by 
attached to a ce1tain vaiiety, using the residual heat on the 
staiting from seed may be your top of a refrigerator, and then 
only option. once the seeds have sprouted, 

We live in an area that moving them to a sunny win­
offers a wide vai·iety of pro- <low. If this is to be your 
ducers of garden-ready plants. method, you might want to put 
Choosing these pre-prepared, them back on top of the refrig­
hea1ty plants is a great way to erator to keep waim at night. 
stait off as a beginning garden- New seeds do best with a 
er. However, if you have a yen special growing medium that 
for a special onion, pepper, allows for roots to stait and 
tomato or flower, you may spread readily. These mixes 
want to consider starting your are generally made of peat 
own. A few minimum require- moss, some light soil and per­
ments apply. lite (little bits of a Styrofoam-

Seeds require an extended like material that lighten the 
period of light and additional soil and also retain moisture). 
heat to get staited. You need a Straight potting soil is ideal for 
space facing south to receive transplanting your seedlings 
the most stmlight available or later, but is too heavy for seed 
else you need to purchase starting. 
'grow lights'. Available from A.recent hoe-out of the gar­
most garden supply cata- dening supplies in our cellar 
logues, these fluorescent bulbs tmearthed a huge bag of a 
mimic the color spectmm of starter mix ( once the size of a 
sunlight. bale of hay) that had been sit-
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Abo ♦.t Face Veronica Phaneuf UI - (413) 361-002s 

Computer Solutions about-face@verizon net 

✓ PC safes & Se1vice. 

✓ MAC Software Support 

✓ Network Suppo1t and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Suppo1t 

'Inf 
~ »~· 

r---~ms'Jl~~~--7tomatoes and peppers in 
mid to late Febma1y, I'll be 
using little mini greenhous­
es that water the seedlings 
through a wicking system 
of blotting paper. Because 
you water the paper and 
not the baby plants directly, 
they draw up only the 
moisture they need. 
Watering seedlings from 

' the top causes the greatest 
• ' mortality in young plants. 

MARYAZARIAN WOODBLOCK While you don't want 

ting arotmd long enough to 
develop a musty, moldy odor. 
Since I will be starting leeks 
and onions soon, a portion of 
this mix was baked in a 350 
degree oven to kill the mold 
spores and ftmgi and hopefully 
avoid 'damping off'. 

Damping off is the major 
cause of loss of young 
seedlings. It is caused by a 
fungus and often encouraged 
by over-watering. You may 
find germinated seeds that ini­
tially look healthy develop a 
nanowed stem and subse­
quently die. 

Best Watering Practices 
This leads us to best water-

ing practices. When I start 

young seeds to diy out too 
much, they are much more tol­
erant of a little diyness than 
they are of over-watering. 

Timing is another critical 
aspect of successfully growing 
plants from seed. Young plants 
need to be sta1ted on a sched­
ule related to preparation for 
planting outside. If plants are 
staited too early, they become 
long and leggy. You want to 
aim for robust, vigorous plants 
with lots of roots that will take 
off when moved outside. 

Patience is another major 
factor in this business. You 
will need to nurture young 
seedlings in flats or cells with 
more than one seed in each. 
These baby plants will need a 
transplanting before they are 

ready to go outside. 
Once you have developed 

seedlings that have produced 
true leaves (the recognizable 
shape of a tomato leaf, for 
example), you will need to 
space them out in their own 
small container, this time 
using potting soil or starter 
mix with manure added. You 
will also want to begin feeding 
them with a mild, highly dilut­
ed mix of fe1tilizer and water. 
A liquid seaweed feitilizer is 
ideal. With one to one and a 
half inch plants, this is an 
extremely slow and laborious 
process. However, you will 
find that these small plants ai·e 
ve1y tenacious and will put up 
with considerable manhan­
dling. 

Consult your seed packets 
for the length of time required 
for growth and the time appro­
priate for outdoor planting and 
see if there aren't a few things 
you'd like to tly to start from 
scratch. Note also that some 
crops are much better off wait­
ing for direct planting in your 
wanned garden soil. Right 
now, if there's a special onion 
you'd like to tly, it's a great 
time to get some seeds and 
give it a tly. 

Northfield 
Barber Shop ~issance lii~1iders Stephen Greenwald 

I 

74C Main Street• Northfield 

413-498-5166 

PO Box 272 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413/863-8316 
fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 




