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Impressions: 

J uhilation in the Nation 
Barack Ohama's Inauguration 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - You 
could feel it as soon as you 
walked into the room: the large 
open community room on the 
first floor of the Brick House, 
with the overstuffed sofas and 
annchairs filled with young 
people from the Four Winds 
School in Gill, glowing with 
anticipation, their eyes glued to 
the giant TV screen in front of 
them, where the pageant of the 
44th presidential inauguration 
was playing live before them. 
The back of the room was filled 
with adults: carpenters, teach­
ers, social workers, equally 
caught up in the moment. Many 
were c1ying openly as the cere­
mony unfolded. 

Reverend Rick Warren of the 
Saddleback Church in Orange 
County, Califomia gave the 
invocation, his anti-gay rhetoric 
left behind for the occasion, as 
he prayed, "Forgive us if we 
fight amongst ourselves and 
when we fail to treat our fellow 
human beings with the respect 
they deserve." 

The crowd at the Brick 
House listened in silence to his 
remarks, then gave a rousing 
cheer as Senator Diane 

Feinstein, (D-Califomia) chair 
of the inauguration committee, 
introduced the First Lady of 
Soul, Aretha Franklin. 

The odd juxtaposition of 
Wal1'en, whose 20,000-member 
evangelical congregation was a 
major backer of the anti-gay 
marriage Proposition 8 referen­
dum campaign, which passed in 
California the same day Obama 
was elected, and Feinstein, 
whose grief stricken face is 
seared into the consciousness of 
moviegoers who recently 
flocked to view Gus van Sant's 
biopic on San Francisco's 1970s 
gay rights champion Harvey 
Milk, was not lost on many in 
the audience. It was Feinstein 
who, as president of the board 
of supervisors in San Francisco 
on November 27th, 1978, dur­
ing a time of backlash to 
groundbreaking equal rights 
legislation for gay and lesbian 
citizens, when the nation's first 
openly gay city official was 
assassinated, delivered the news 
to a stum1ed public, "Both 
mayor Moscone and supervisor 
Harvey Milk have been shot 
and killed." 

On Tuesday, playing the role 
of M.C. for the inauguration of 

Witness to Suffering: Photographs by 
Colin Finlay, at Hallmark Gallery 85 

Egypt, 1996; among the Colin Finfqy images on display at Gallery 85 

BY ANN FEITELSON Contempora1y Photography on 
TURNERS FALLS - The Saturday, was somber. 
opening of the exhibit, "A Visitors shed their wool 
Matter of Conscience," pho- sweaters and down coats at the 
tographs by Colin Finlay at the door and looked in silence at 
Hallmark Museum of horrifying images of naked, 

the nation's first African 
American president, Feinstein 
handled the joyous responsibili­
ty with equal gravity. 

But the millions gathered on 
the National Mall, like the 50 or 
so gathered in the Brick House 
in Turners Falls, held nothing 
back for solemnities in giving 
Aretha her propers as she total­
ly reinterpreted "My Countiy 
Tis of Thee", injecting it with 
indelible soul and providing the 
old song with new reason to be 
considered our pre-eminent 
national anthem, rather than a 
perennial mnner up. Who can 
sing the "Star-Spangled 
Banner," anyway? 

The crowd applauded wildly 
again when Joe Biden took the 
vice presidential oath of office, 
with its strange injunction 
against "mental rese1vation or 
purpose of evasion." Couldn't 
they have settled for "whole­
heartedly"? The image of a vice 
president with mental reserva­
tions conjures up memories of 
Thomas Eagleton, for some rea­
son. 

There is no such rese1vation 
in the presidential oath, which is 
sho1t and sweet and set down in 
black and white in Alticle II, 

emaciated people; decapitated 
skulls; child laborers; children 
scrounging in the trash; chil­
dren blistered with AIDS. 

Despair is evident here, in 
photographs of Haiti, Rwanda, 
Darfur, Romania, Bosnia, 
Bolivia, Bai1gladesh, Egypt, 
No1thern Irelai1d. Finlay has 
circled the globe the equivalent 
of 27 times to "make a differ­
ence," he said at the opening, 
"in the lives of the people I'm 
photographing." 

This exhibit is difficult to 
see, and to write about. We do 
not usually confront so many 
tragedies in one place. We do 
not usually see faces of such 
utter agony, such forsaken 
loneliness. We do not want to 
see these images. But we need 
to, to know the world, to 
remember the dignity of all 
people, and to access our 
capacity for empathy. 

Like his subjects, Finlay has 
been held at gunpoint, gone 

see WITNESS pg 6 

Section One of the Constitution. 
But before Obama ascended 

to the podium, the nation was 
treated to a musical interlude, 
comtesy of a tiuly stellar quar­
tet: cellist Yo-Yo Ma, violinist 
Itzhak Perlman, pianist 
Gabriela Montero and clar­
inetist Anthony McGill, playing 
a composition by John Williams 
based on the old Shaker hymn, 
"Simple Gifts". 

It was during this interlude, 
with its competing buoyant 
strains, alluding perhaps to the 
multitude of democratic influ­
ences that have carried the 
nation fo1ward to this day, 
before resolving into melodious 
haimony, that many in the room 
began to let their deeper emo­
tions show, as they stood and 
cried openly while the great 
musicians played. 

Then Bai·ack Obama took the 
stand, facing a man he voted 
against during his confiimation 
hearings for chief justice of the 
Supreme Comt, John Roberts. 
But if Obama still felt Robe1ts 
tended to use his formidable 
legal skills "on behalf of the 
strnng in opposition to the 
weak" he didn't seem to hold it 
against him, even when Robe1ts 

Budget Clouds Gather 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 

stumbled in assisting the new 
president on the first lines of a 
ve1y sh01t oath. 

First Robe1ts cut in on 
Obama as he ti-ied to repeat the 
words, "I, Barack Hussein 
Obama," causing him to halt at 
I, Barack," before he recovered 
with "I, Barack Hussein 
Obama, do solemnly swear." 
Then, Roberts mangled the 
order of the succeeding phrase, 
"to faithfully execute the office 
of the president of the United 
States," which Roberts had: 
"that I will execute the office of 
President to the United States 
faithfully." Obaina, detecting 
something amiss in that phras­
ing, followed Robe1ts' lead only 
as far as the word "execute" and 
then stopped, as the nation hm1g 
ti·embling. 

But Roberts, reciting from 
memo1y, then repeated the 
phrase in proper sequence, as 
did Obama, who cal1'ied off the 
rest without a hitch: "and will to 
the best of my ability, preserve, 
protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United 
States." 

AI1d, with his hand on the 
Lincoln Bible, he added, as 

see OBAMA page 8 

Work to Begin on G-M 
Bridge bv Summer 

MONTAGUE - The chair of the BY DAVID DETMOLD 
finance committee and the town GILL Two impo1tant 
administrator of Montague agree: announcements were made at 
this is going to be an extraordi- Tuesday's meeting of the Gill 
na11ly difficult budget year. selectboard. Constrnction will 

Even as the nation as a whole begin on the long-awaited Gill­
takes comage from the positive Montague B11dge improvement 
message of the incoming admin- project, sta1ting as soon as May, 
isti-ation - and the promise of an but ce1tainly by eai'ly summer. 
$800 billion economic stimulus And Juanita (Bunny) Caldwell, 
package in Febmaiy - local who has been the director of the 
budget makers like John Hanold Gill-Montague Senior Center 
and Frank Abbondanzio in for almost as long (but not quite) 
Montague are grappling with the as the bridge project has been on 
growing likelihood of budget cuts the drawing board, will be retir­
heading down the pike. And not ing at the end of June. 
only for the budget cycle about to "When you get to be older 
begin for Fiscal 2010. than the seniors, the time has 

"My guess is we are looking at come," joked Caldwell, reached 
a 10% cut on lotte1y aid for the by phone on Tuesday at her 
cmTent budget year," said town office in the former Tumers 
administi·ator Abbondanzio on Falls Athletic Club on Fifth 
Tuesday. "We'll know that within Street, now home to an array of 
a matter of weeks. The Governor programs for seniors from both 
has to file his budget by January towns. Caldwell has been senior 

see MONTAGUE page 12 see GILL page 5 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Dixie Dog 

r--~,., 

Layla 
My name is Layla, and I'm a 

two-year-old mini pinscher mix 
in need of a good home. I'm a 
tiny little girl at just 13 pounds. 
I have tons of energy. I am a dog 
for adults; no kids under 12. I'd 
be best as an only pet. I love to 
chase cats. I am a Dixie Dog. 
For more info1mation on adopt­
ing me please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at 413-548-9898 or via email: 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

aj4;,_ 
Bovina: and sellina: used books 

32 BRIOGE STREET, 2ND F"LOOR 
SHELSURNE F'ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

Feel Like a Brand New Person! 
vrnha 
Haircut at 
Ed's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karri.Ann 

"54 Years on the Ave" 

m:oe ;fflontague 
~eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tilis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

en-or occlm·ed. The publishers 
reserve the tight to refuse adver­
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Saturday Children's Program at the Carnegie Library 
BY RUTH O'MARA were Laurie Davidson and Tom 
TURNERS FALLS - This Ca1rnll, followed by Michael 
Saturday, Janua1y 24th at 10:30 Nix and Linda Hickman, Donna 
a.m., there will be a snow globe Lee and Clark Honeywell, and 
making workshop with chil- Stephanie Marshall. Children 
dren's programmer Ruth danced tmtil exhausted, or tmtil 
O'Mara at the Carnegie Libra1y the crowd proved to be too 
in Turners Falls. Children of all much for them. At the far end 
ages can create a wintiy scene 
out of a small jar, glitter, small 
figurines, and their imagina­
tions! This is a free program. 
Parents and other caregivers are 
welcome to come and help cre­
ate a special snow globe. For 
more information, contact Ruth 
O'Mara 863-3214 at the 
Carnegie Library, 201 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls. 

BY LINDA mcKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Family Dance Fundraiser for 
the Montague Public Libraries' 
Music and Movement program 
on Stmday, Janua1y 20th was 
ve1y successful. On the stage 

from the music, children made 
musical shakers and colored 
winter scenes. Enough money 
was raised to ftmd the program 
through June. Many thanks to 
the Family Network which has 
funded the weekly series for the 
last eight years, the Friends of 
the Montague Public Libraries 
for matching the donations, the 
Rendezvous for hosting the ben­
efit, the perfo1mers who donat­
ed their time and talent, every­
one who attended, the volun­
teers, Rist Insurance, Greenfield 
Fa1mers Cooperative Exchange, 
Peaceful Palm Studio, 
DiPaolo's, Hope and Olive, 
China Gourmet, the Monkey 

January 22, 2009 

Guest Chefs at Winslow Wentworth House: SeroiceNet representatives made a 
beautiful Inauguration Dqy lunch for seniors at the Winslow Wentworth House 
in Turners 'Falls on January 20, (L to R): Kat~ Renaud, RN, Ellie Harris, 
Case Worker and Shelter/ Hou.sing Director, and Joe Renaud. Would you like 
to guest chef? Contact Margo Townlty, Winslow Wentworth House manager, 

at413-773-5555 or 978-544-2259 or info@fchcc.org. 

Tree and the 
Turning Point 
Salon. 

Most of all, 
thank you to all 
of the Music 
and Movement 
fans who have 
made the pro­
gram incredibly 
successful! It was standing and sitting room on!J at the Music 

and Movement benefit at the RendeZ!'ous. 

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 

BY BARBARA FRIEDMAN 
ERVINGSIDE - Sta1ting in 
December, I included a stuvey in 
the Around Town newsletter to 
poll libraiy users in Erving about 
their preferences for library 
hours. One of the smvey com­
ments summed up all of the oth­
ers: "Give us a more consistent 
weekday schedule and more 
weekend hours." 

Although we would like to be 
open eve1y day, all day, as one 
person suggested, the budget 
won't allow. However, we did 
find a way to squeeze in a few 
more hours. The hours the libraiy 
will be open will increase from 
17 to 21, staiting Febmaiy 1st. 

Accordingly, the tiustees and 
staff ai·e happy to announce the 
new hours for the EIVing Public 
Library: Sunday, 1-4 pm., 
Monday, 1-7 pm., Wednesday, 

New Library Hours 
10-4 p m., and Thursday, 1-7 
pm. 

Why did we choose these 
hours? The new hours ai·e more 
consistent, with openings at 10 
a.m. or 1 pm., and closing times 
either at 4 p m. or 7 p.m. 

Because we will now have 
Stmday hours, we offer a time for 
library pati·ons from neighboring 
towns to easily access our facili­
ty. None of the neighboring small 
town libraries are open on 
Stmday. Since the Erving Libraiy 
paiticipates in the C/W MARS 
system, and all of our pati·ons can 
use other libraries, we hope that 
Erving residents will take advan­
tage of Saturday hours offered at 
other libraries, and we hope resi­
dents of neighboring towns will 
enjoy using the Erving Libraiy 
on Sundays. 

I'm also excited to be paitici-

pating in a promoting the author 
talk to be held at the Erving 
Elementaiy School. Awai·d win­
ning author Kathleen Duble will 
be speaking to classes on 
Tuesday, Januaiy 27th. Contact 
Erving Elementary School librar­
ian Jane Urban for fwther details. 
The libraiy is happy to rese1ve 
any ofDuble's books. 

The EIVing Libraiy will also 
be paiticipating in the "On the 
Same Page" reading and discus­
sion groups that will be held 
throughout Franklin County 
Libraries next month. The book 
to read is The Ha-Ha by Dave 
King. 

Don't be fooled by the title, it 
is not a funny book, but review­
ers say it is an astonishingly 
hopeful book because the main 
character, a Vietllam veteran, 
unable to speak and barely able 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES --Jan. 26th to 30th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. Cotmcil-on-Aging 
Director is Btmny Caldwell. For 
info1mation or to make reserva­
tions, call 863-9357. Meal 
rese1vations need to be made a 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Mealsite Manager is 
Chris Richer. The Center offers 
a hot noon meal weekdays to 
any senior. A rese1vation is nec­
essa1y and ti·ansportation can be 
provided. 
Monday, 26th 
10 am. Senior Aerobics. 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, 27th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Club. 
Weather permitting 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, 28th 
10:00 a.m Senior Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 

Thursday, 29th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 30th 
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
AARP Tax-Aide voltmteers will 
be providing free tax return 
preparation for Montague and 
Gill Seniors at Montague Senior 
Center. Please call to make an 
appointment. A few openings 
are still available on March 24. 
AARP Tax-Aide volunteers 
work in conjtmction with the 
IRS to bring you this service. If 
filing a joint return, both spous­
es should attend the appoint­
ment unless impossible. Call the 
center for details. 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Eivingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p m. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
information and rese1vations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director at 413-423-3308. 

Lunch daily at 11 :30 a.m. with 
reservations a day in advance by 
11 :00 am. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 
Thursday shopping, or medical 
necessity by calling Polly Kiely 
at 413-423-3308. 
Monday, 26th 
9 a m. Exercise 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 27th 
9 a m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 28th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 29th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics. 
Friday 30th 
9 a m. Bowling 
11:30 a.m. Ltmch: Pot-Luck 
12:30 p.m. Embroide1y 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Kathy Swaim is the 
director: (978) 544-2020. 

to read, must overcome not only 
handicaps but addiction to be 
able to care for his girlfriend's 
son after her death. It should pro­
vide for a great group discussion, 
and there will be many opportu­
nities to hold them at area 
libraries during Febmary. 

Please rese1ve the book online 
by logging in with your libraiy 
card number at 
wmars.cwmars.org/seai·ch. If you 
would prefer, give us a call at the 
Eiving Libra1y, 978-423-3348 
and we will rese1ve a copy for 
you, or send us an email at erv­
inglibrary@netscape.net 

Erving residents will see more 
libra1y news in the Around Town 
newsletter, an updated libraiy 
website coming soon, and in 
future issues of the Montague 
Reporter. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students Of the week 

Grade 6 
Samantha Currier 

Grade 7 
Lauren Grimard 

Grade 8 
Andy Peters 
Katie Brunell 

THE 

SHADY 
N 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey • Tues. 
Chicken Fricassie • Wed: Chicken 

Souvtaki, Rice• Thurs Corn Beef & 
Cabbage • Fri: Fried Scallops 

Sat Yankee Pot Roast 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 
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WENDEll llBRARY NEWS 
Printmaking with Potato Blocks 

with Potato Print Artist Helen Haddad 

Court Dorsey Receives 
Living the Dream Award 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE the Seabrook nuclear power 
GREENFIELD - Cowt Dorsey, plant in the mid-70s. His original 
of Wendell, was given the commtmity theater works, like 
"Living the Dream" award for the 1984 Cabaret at the 
his work in the community and Greenfield YMCA, his visionaiy 
his commitment to teach- r--------=:::,IE"-------, 

BY ROSIE HEIDKAMP 
WENDELL - On Saturday, 
J anua1y 31st, from 10 a m. to 
noon, the Wendell Free Library 
will hold a free program for 
adults and teens on 
Printmaking with Potato 
Blocks, with potato print artist 
Helen Haddad. The program 
will begin with a Galle1y Talk, 
introducing the types of print­
making employed in Haddad's 
work, which is cunently on dis­
play in the libra1y's Herrick 
Room. 

A demonstration showing 
exactly how the prints are cre­
ated, from start to finish, will 
follow. 

As time and numbers pennit, 
participants may then try mak­
ing a print (materials provided). 

"My art involves an unusual 
printing block - the lowly pota­
to," said Haddad. "I have 
explored the medium of potato 

You Can Help Shut 
Down Vermont Yankee 

Come meet Bob Stannard, 
'the People's Lobbyist' for the 
Citizens Awareness Network. 
Hear about his work in the 
Ve1mont statehouse, and how 
we can become a nuclear-free 
community. 

Bring your questions, your 
energy, and your friends. The 
meeting will take place Sunday, 
Januaiy 25th, from 5:30 - 8:30 
p.m. Food and live music will be 
provided, at Robin Conley's 
home, 21 Old Bernardston 
Road, No1thfield. Call: 413-498-
2881 for more information. Take 
the main entrance to Pioneer 
Valley High School, then take 
first right, second house on right. 

Also, Chaifos Neville and 
Friends will pe1form a benefit 
conceit for CAN that afternoon, at 
the Butterfly Restaurant Route 2 
in Hadley, at 2:30 pm 

Gill Gourmet Recoverlne 

printing far beyond the kinder­
garten stage, perhaps now 
approaching the Ph.D. level." 

Haddad's largest print to date 
is of a seven foot long dragon 
installed in the new library's 
children's room. While 
Haddad's potato printing tech­
niques are self-taught, she also 
studied a1t at Smith College 
and at the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts. 

A follow up workshop, also 
free, devoted entirely to mak­
ing prints is scheduled for 
Saturday, February 28th, 10 
a.m. - noon at the libra1y. 
Enrollment for the Februa1y 
workshop will limited to 15 
participants and pre-registra­
tion is required. Please call 
978-544-3559, or stop by the 
libraiy 

The Potato Block Print 
Exhibit, by Helen Haddad will 
be on display in the library's 

Baystate Medical in Springfield, 
said Joseph A. Parzych's son 
Joseph M. Pai·zych, also of Gill. 
Never content to do anything 
halfway, Joe said, his dad wound 
up having six veins replaced, 
instead of four. 

Daily updates from the hospi­
tal revealed excellent post-op 
progress. We learned, "He was 
joking arotmd on Friday. He's 
out ofICU." By Monday morn­
ing, "He is in ve1y good spirits, 
and chaiming the nurses." 

The Gill Gowmet will be tak­
ing a few weeks in rehab before 
he returns to his duties sauteing 
lettuce, prepai'ing square meat­
balls, and offering recipes for 
'Sinfully Delicious Strawbeny­
Rhubarb Cheesecake.' 

A little more Splenda and a 
little less sin might be just the 
ticket now, Joe. 

Get well cards and fan mail 
can be directed to: Joseph 
Parzych, 180 Main Road, Gill, 
01354. 

We still have not learned 
SPRINGFIELD - The Gill whether Joe wore his hardhat 
Gowmet is recovering well, fol- into the operating room, but as 
lowing quadruple bypass soon as we heai·, we'll let you 
surge1y last Thursday at know. 

Greenlleld 
Oo-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 

Renick Room until the end of 
Feb1uary, and is available for 
viewing during libra1y hours: 
Tuesday 3 - 6 p.m., Wednesday 
10 a.m.- 8 p.m., and Saturday 
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

No Waltlne List for 
Home Enerey Audits 
Could your home use more 

insulation or other energy effi­
ciency improvements? Now is 
a great time to take advantage 
of generous incentives! If your 
home is served by National 
Grid, Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company, or Berkshire 
Gas, your cost to insulate or 
seal your home through the 
MassSAVE program could be 
reduced by 75% (up to $2000)! 
Call 1-866-527-7283 to speak 
to a MassSA VE representative 
about scheduling a free energy 
audit and getting an insulation 
proposal. CET provides most of 
the MassSAVE energy services 
in Western Massachusetts. 
Whether energy costs are high 
or low, buildings ai·e responsi­
ble for almost 50% of green­
house gas emissions. An energy 
efficient home saves money 
and helps the environment. 

ing in the Peace and 
Social Justice program at 
GCC. Dorsey is an actor, 
musician, mediator and 
teacher. 

Dorsey has worked 
with prisoners and ex­
cons in the Perfo1mance 
Project, bringing their 
stories to life on stage in 
words and sound and 
motion. He has worked 
with students at the 
Franklin County Tech 
School to confront diffi-
cult issues in their com- Court Dorsey, accepting hi.r award 
munity, like dmg and alcohol Ubu Roi, not to mention his tour 
abuse, through theater. He has de force solo interpretation of 
worked with grade school stu- Franz Kafka's the Burrow, are 
dents throughout the cotmty to still talked about in the bars and 
tum their visions into musical boardrooms of the cotmty. 
theater. He has worked with the Dorsey will appear in a star­
mayor of Holyoke to train street 1mg role next Thursday at 6:00 
mediators in that racially diverse p.m. at the Montague Reporter 
city. He has been a tireless benefit at the Rendezvous, along 
activist for peace and social jus- with Suzy Polucci and friends, in 
tice since his first foray to New the original one act the Phantom 
England from native DeKalb, of the Strathmore. 
IL, where he was a musical At the Maitin Luther King 
mainstay of Juicy John Pinks, event at GCC, he regaled the 
before heading east to help coor- audience with songs and stories 
dinate the Clamshell Alliance's of freedom and stiuggle, accom­
eai·ly occupations of the site of panied by his banjo. 

Corrections: 

In last week's write-up about 
the public hearing on the 
Tomahawk Chop at TFHS (MR 
VII: Community Dialogue 
Seeks Common Ground on 'the 
Chop') the captain of the cheer­
leading team was misidentified. 
Her name is Sarah Underwood. 
We apologize for that enor. 

Also, Stacey Langknecht 
was inconectly identified as a 
PTO member. She is a PTO 
member at the middle school, 
but at the high school she is a 
member of the band boosters. 
Again, our apologies. 

Happy Birthday 
to Boysen Hodgson. this 

week. from all his old and 
younger GiHbiHy friends! 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

MontagueWeb Works.com Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 

Montague, MA 01351 

Insured 

$- EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed 

Reach All Locations 772-0293 
Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF build I ma11age I create I 413.522.4808 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

,. 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 
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Best Education We Can Afford 
BY MIKE NAUGHTON 
MILLERS FALLS - Last week 
(MR, VII #15, Public Education 
Needed Now More than Ever), 
Gill-Montague school commit­
tee member Joyce Phillips 
described how she listened to 
Montague town meeting voters 
argue that the district's budget 
assessments are not sustainable 
and heard only "punishment, 
insults, and damaging rhetoric." 
In response, she speculated, 
"We seem to have forgotten that 
there is a connection between 
public education and the well­
being of our world," and invited 
"all of us to re-examine the 
value of public education." 

That's like responding to 
someone who is wonied about 
the high cost of heating oil by 
suggesting that they seem to 
have forgotten the connection 
between buming fuel and stay­
ing waim, and inviting them to 
re-examine the value of central 
heating. Good advice, I suppose 
- how many of us can say we 
have truly examined the value 
of either central heating or pub­
lic education? - but ultimately 
she misses the point. 

The problem is not that we 
don't value public education; 
the problem is that we don't see 
how the town can continue to 
pay the assessments requested 
by the school committee. That 

POETS WANTED 

TO SUBMIT ORIGINAL POEMS 

SEND TO: REPORTER· 

POEMs@MONTAGUEMA.NET 

OR TO: MONTAGUE REPORTER 58 
4TH STREET, TURNERS FALLS, 

MA 01376 FOR PUBLICATION IN 

OUR MONTHLY POETRY PAGE. No 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY, As A POET. KINDLY 

INCLUDE A 20-WORD 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

We We/tome 
Your Leffers! 

fflontague 3R.eporter 
S8 4th St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

is a cmcial distinction, though 
some school committee mem­
bers still seem unable to grasp 
it. Given the number of times it 
has been explained, one won­
ders at their continued failure. 

Montague finance commit­
tee chair John Hanold has com­
mented that, "We want to pro­
vide the best education we can 
afford." Too often, the school 
committee seems to stop at the 
word "can," apparently believ­
ing that "afford" is somebody 
else's problem. This is the strat­
egy that led to the Department 
of Elementa1y and Secondary 
Education's takeover of the dis­
trict this year, and it's time for it 
to stop. 

School committee members 
have eve1y right - in fact, they 
have a responsibility - to 
lobby for the best public educa­
tion system they can. But their 
responsibilities don't end there. 
They also have a duty to seri­
ously consider how much 
money is really available, and 
to tailor their requests - and 
our school system - so as to 
make them affordable to the 
member towns. 

It's high time they started 
taking that duty seriously. 

Mike Naughton is a member 
of the Montague finance com­
mittee. The opinions expressed 
here are his own, and do not 
necessarily represent those of 
other members of the finance 
committee. 

~------------------------, Sign Me Upl 
D $20 for 26 issues (local) 
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
DENIS BORDEAUX CARTOON 

LETTERS TO~ THE EDITOR 

Challenges are an 
Opportunity for Growth 

Now that President Barack 
Obama has been inaugurated, 
it is perhaps time for 
Americans to look for ways to 
support a man that has inherit­
ed from his predecessor a num­
ber of economic, political and 
societal challenges. I have seen 
clips of President Kennedy, 
exho1ting a 1960s America to 
"Ask not what your countly 
can do for you, ask what you 
can do for your cotmtry." I 
might be bold enough to ask 
what we can do for each other, 
as well. 

As individuals, we have 
much in common with our 
youthful, newly elected leader. 
While Obama faces the da1mt­
ing task of a federal deficit nm 
amok, millions among us have 
suffered layoffs, unemploy­
ment, or unforeseen debt as a 
result of an increase in the cost 
of living. Some of us were hit 
by all the aforementioned eco­
nomic repercussions. 

Those that have been lucky 
enough to retain work may 
have dealt with a new cont:1·act, 
through a union, that offered 
much less this time arotmd. 
Large, medium, and small 
family businesses have shut 
their doors across Franklin 
Cotmty as the cost of staying 
in business became prohibi­
tive. 

Obama will most likely 
decide on the fate of the Big 
Three automakers, whether 
they will stay solvent or close 
their doors. 

Remember, as each door 
closes, another opens. 
Foremost, we must remain 
open in our hea1ts, and our 
minds. We must remain open 
to the possibility of solution, 
rather than impasse. The door 
to our hearts and minds is our 
final refuge, but it is time we 
open that refuge and invite 
each other in, without fear. It is 
our soul that demands our 
mind remain open to new solu­
tions for our problems. 

During the next few years, 
in order to meet the challenges 
facing us, may we all grow 
individually and collectively. 

-Timothy Adams 
Montague City 

Heartfelt Thanks 
Late last fall, an article 

appeared in the Montague 
Reporter that told of Ricky, our 
grandson, who is successfully 
recovering from a bone ma1rnw 
transplant as a result of child­
hood leukemia. The Richard 
Koscinski Leukemia Ftmd, 
established at the Savings Bank 
of Walpole, 84 Marlboro Street, 
Keene, NH, received several 
generous donations that will 
help defray the motmting costs 
not covered by insurance. 
Personal thanks have been 
mailed, but to those who donat­
ed anonymously we send this 
message to you as well. On 
behalf of the Richard Koscinski 
Leukemia Fund, we, his family, 
thank you for your care and 
compassion along with your 
donation. Your generosity in 
this time of need is most helpful 
and greatly appreciated. Thank 
you for touching our lives in an 
extraordinarily meaningful 
way. Heartfelt thanks from 
Ricky's grandparents. 

- David and Nancy Stone 
Keene, NH 

GRE.A.T FALLS 
GEO\Y.ALI( GOES 

SELF-GUIDED 
BY STEVE WINTERS 
TURNERS FALLS - Ever 
wonder what all those people 
are doing walking arotmd 
Tumers Falls looking at rocks? 
As those of you who have 
attended one of my Great Falls 
geology walking tours ( or 
"geowalks") know, Turners 
Falls has some of the most 
interesting geology of the 
Pioneer Valley - most of it is 
visible from sidewalks, foot­
paths, and bike paths. And 
tmless you stop to look, and 
maybe talk about what you see, 
you'll never notice the wonder 
beneath our feet. 

For the past three years, I've 
been leading geowalks up and 
down the streets of Tumers 
Falls looking to glimpse the 
geologic histo1y that's captured, 
like snapshots, in the rocks and 
stones of the village. Now, 
thanks to the Turners Falls 
RiverCulture project, and their 
co-sponsors: the Massachusetts 
Cultural Cotmcil, the town of 
Montague, Western Massa-

chusetts Elect:1·ic Company, 
Hillside Plastics, Greenfield 
Savings Bank, and Fostering 
the Arts and Culture 
Partnership, the Great Falls 
Geowalk has gone self-guided. 

By next week, copies of the 
18-page booklet A Geologic 
Walking Tour of Turners Falls 
will be available at the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center, the 
Carnegie Libra1y, town hall, 
and other downtown venues -
free for the taking. 

In a colorful and attractive 
fo1mat designed by local a1tist 
Nina Rossi, A Geologic 
Walking Tour of Turners Falls 
provides short but complete 
descriptions of ten of my 
favorite geologic stops in the 
village, including the "River 
Rock Overlook" at the fish lad­
der, the glacially polished sand­
stones at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa church on K 
Street, and the world famous 
mudballs at Unity Paik 

What better way to learn 
about the fascinating geologic 
histo1y of our village, town, 
and valley than by walking the 
sidewalks and bike paths of 
Tumers Falls. Get your free 
copy and, come spring, make 
the tour. 

For more info1mation on the 
Turners Falls RiverCulture 
Project, please visit www.tum­
ersfallsriverculture.org. 

Steve "Winters is a hydroge­
ologist and earth science edu­
cator, who teaches geology at 
Quinsigamond Community 
College in Worcester and 
Holyoke Community College. 
He lives in Turners Falls. 
Reach him at science mat­
ters@yahoo.com. 

A 
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WALKINt TIUR 
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Direct to You ... from the Montague Reporter 
BY DON CLEGG hastily converted torture chamber 
TURNERS FALLS - where the kindly Dr. Chruron 
Subscribers and frequent news- once practiced a primitive fonn 
stand purchasers of the Montague of dentrist:Iy, sans anesthesia. 
Reporter may not realize that in Many of his tools still lie care­
addition to local paper routes, lessly about, in case any of the 
each week we mail about 210 employees flag in their ru·dor for 
newspapers all around the coun- the task. At about 10:00 am, we 
1ly. Before I go into details of this strut the drill: cutting, stamping 
fine-tuned operation, let me say and posting. 
we actually do mail newspapers The first step is to cut a pre­
locally, but we also have many cisely sized piece of brown wrap­
out of state subscribers as fru· ping paper from a two-foot roll. 
away as Seattle and even up into The precise size varies from 12" 
Canada. This week, we added to 18" long and 3" to 8" inches 
one to Alaska. Hello, Pam wide. Anybody that gets the 
Collier, how is the weather up newspaper in the mail knows this 
there? to be tme. We use c.arefully cali-

Five employees are involved brated garden sheru·s to accom­
in this mailing operation, and plish this feat of mass production. 
they are David Detmold, who These 210 pieces of brown 
doubles as editor and janitor, paper are then mbber stamped 
Suzette Snow-Cobb, who man- with the indecipherable 
ages circulation when she is not Montague Repo1ter return 
busy managing the Franklin address, stickered with a mass 
Community Food Coops, Rick mailing stamp, and labeled with 
Nickles, a former denizen of the subscribers' addresses, or reason­
Combat Zone who brings a able facsimiles thereof. That little 
Brahmin's soigne manner to our brown piece of paper has been 
proceedings, the indomitable Lyn handled four times on Thursday 
Clark and myself. Our pruticulru· mornings, and Snow-Cobb and 
duties strut on Thursday mom- Nickles have spent about 90 min­
ings. utes completing the work. If any 

We don't follow the same pro- of the upstairs cats have wan­
cedures as other newspapers that dered into the room, it can take 
are mailed out around the coun- even longer. 
1ly, such as the New York Times, It is now about 1 :00 p.m. and 
the Wall Street Journal or the we, the afternoon work crew, 
Washington Post. Ours more hope that Detmold is on his way 
resemble those of Benjamin up to Brattleboro, VT in his 
Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette. antique Jetta to pick up the news-

Snow-Cobb and Nickles meet paper, rather than following up 
over at the Reporter office, a leads at the Rendezvous. 

Montague Democrats to hold State 
Convention Delegate Caucus February 2 
BY JAY DIPUCCHIO 
MONTAGUE - Registered 
Democrats in Montague will 
hold a caucus at The 
Rendezvous, 78 Third Street, 
Turners Falls at 6:30 p.m., 
Monday, Febmary 2nd, to elect 
five delegates and three alter­
nates to the Massachusetts 
Democratic Convention, to be 
held Saturday, June 6th, at the 
MassMutual Center in 
Springfield. 

David Plouffe, President 
Obama's campaign manager, is 
the keynote speaker and the 
state Democratic platform is 
the subject of the convention. 

The local caucus is a meet­
ing open to all Democrats reg­
istered in Montague by 
December 31st, 2008. 
Registered attendees are eligi­
ble to vote and nm for one of 
the five openings available to 
represent Montague Democrats 

at the state convention. 
Delegates must be divided 
equally among men and 
women. Candidates must con­
sent to nomination in writing. 
Candidates may make a one­
minute statement to the meet­
ing and may disn'ibute materi­
als. 

This is a very straight for­
wru·d and transparent process 
any registered Democrat may 
participate in, or just come to 
watch. 

There will also be a brief 
meeting of the Democratic 
Town Cominittee immediately 
following the caucus that any 
registered Democrat may 
attend. The meeting place is 
handicapped accessible. 

For info contact Democratic 
Town Committee chair Jay 
DiPucchio, 863-8656 or visit 
the party website at www.mass­
dems.org 

Conn·ruy to mmor, we don't print 
the paper in the basement of 58 
Fotuth Sn·eet. We print it in the 
basement of the Brattleboro 
Refonner, when they have noth­
ing better to do. 

Now Clark, Nickles, and I 
wait patiently for the tailpipe 
explosions of Detmold's ancient 
chariot - which mns on a com­
bination of grass clippings and 
Moxie - to rmmd the comer of 
Fotuth and mmble to a halt out­
side the door, disturbing the 
peacefully sleeping pigeons who 
make the path from car to base­
ment door n·eacherous for the 
uninitiated. We hope we hear the 
distant smmd of his faulty 
exhaust system by 3:00 p.m., 
because the paper has to be 
dropped off at the Turners Falls 
Post Office by 4:30 to meet the 
afternoon deadline. 

Can't you feel the pressure 
and sn·ess building? Nickles 
pares his nails with a pearl han­
dled knife while Clru·k 1l1es to 
stay calm, sepru·ating all those 
stamped and carefully cut pieces 
of brown wrapping paper -
maybe we should now refer to 
them as mailing wrappers - into 
zip code areas. When we b1mg 
the papers over to the post office 
they must be in their appropriate 
mailing bin. There are six differ­
ent categories. Each of these 
towns goes into a separate bin: 
Tumers Falls, Greenfield, 
Northfield, Montague Center, 
Agawam, Seattle. But which bin 
does Lake Pleasant go into? You 

need to be a psychic. 
While Clru·k is deftly affang­

ing the mailing wrappers, (the 
fifth time the mailers have been 
handled) I am filling out the 
postal fonns, figmmg out this 
week's cost for mailing the paper, 
and beating Nickles one handed 
at canasta, all at the same time. 
Depending on where we mail 
each newspaper to, there is a dif­
ferent cost associated, and the 
total comes out differently from 
week to week, depending on the 
fierceness ofNickle's concentra­
tion on the game. After we figure 
the cost, a check is made out to 
the post office, who are frequent­
ly the beneficiaries of a particu­
lru·ly canny play by my opponent. 

At about this time, Detmold 
descends the stairs with stacks of 
newspaper tmder an tunbrella, 
and Nickles begins his precision 
folding of the paper into neat lit­
tle thirds, to fit within those pre­
cise wrappers he cut earlier in the 
day. I start to wrap the mailers 
armmd the papers like a 
whirligig in a gale force wind, 
one eye on the clock, the other 
on Nickles, who is dangerous 
when bored. I tape both the 
inside and outside of the wrapper 
to secure it both to the newspa­
per (we have received com­
plaints from Utah where sub­
sc11bers say the occasional piece 
of brown paper ru11ves with their 
name on it, but no newspaper 
inside) and to itself, which is the 
sixth and final handling, in om· 
office, anyway. 

Thomas Cauley Remembered 
Last week brought the pass­

ing of Thomas Cauley, a most 
remarkable man who has been 
the director of the Beacon 
Men's Recovery House for 
most of the last 20 years. I, like 
many others, assumed he was a 
pe1manent fixture there, and 
didn't stay in touch enough to 
know that he was ill. 

Tom would hold court 
almost every day, with his 
glasses sliding down his nose, 
and he always had time in his 
wonderful Southie brogue to 
ask, "So what's up?" 

He was an affable, loveable 
guy who took his and our sobri­
ety very seriously. He helped 
htmdreds of people, with his wit 
and sense of humor, to over­
come their fn1s1l·ations with hy­
ing to stay sober. 

I used to call Beacon House 
'Uncle Tom's Cabin', and he 
was a real Dutch Uncle to me. 
He was never one to pull any 

punches. It took at least two 
tours to get me through the pro­
gram. Usually three strikes and 
you were out, but Tom's heart, 
as big as a mmmtain, might 
make a rare exception. 

A couple of years ago I gave 
Tommy John Grisham's book, 
The Street Lawyer, and told him 
I thought he was the real sn·eet 
advocate for the character in the 
book. He was tough, but always 
fair. I don't think the new men's 
and women's houses across 
from the hospital could have 
been built without his help. 

All too often, when a great 
human being leaves us, we tend 
to forget just how special their 
influence was. But his legacy 
will live on through the Beacon 
Programs, and in all of us he 
mentored. He will be sadly 
missed. 

-Gregg 'Hollywood' 
Williams 

Turners Falls 

We only buy good tape for 
this chore. Detmold, in a fit of 
habitual parsimony, bought the 
cheap stuff one time and we 
haven't let him forget it. 

While I am wrapping the 
paper, I usually let Nickles know 
how much I appreciate the fine 
job he has done in providing me 
so many various sizes of mailers 
to deal with. We then tuck the 
newspapers neatly into their 
appropriate bins, with pitchforks, 
and seal each by zip code area. 
When all is completed, the bins 
of newspapers are brought over 
to the post office, usually in a 
Food City shopping ca1t, which 
one of us has conveniently left 
just outside the Montague 
Reporter door the night before. 

This aftemoon operation nor­
mally last no longer than 90 min­
utes, but it is one of my most 
enjoyable times of the week. I 
have been doing this for almost 
three yeru·s and I would never 
want to give it up. The conversa­
tions we have are sometimes 
stimulating, but more frequently 
quite funny. So, if you ru·e ever 
free on a Thursday afternoon and 
want to watch this fine tlmed 
operation go off like clockwork, 
then stop by and lend a hand. Or 
better yet, go to the "Banish 
Winter Ftmdraiser" for the 
Montague Reporter on 
Thursday, Jan 29th from 5:00 to 
9:00 p.m. at the Rendezvous, 78 
Third St. Tmners Falls. 

We'll use the proceeds to buy 
more Scotch ... tape. 

Cartoonists and 
Illustrators Wanted 
If you would like to apply 

your graphic skills to some edi­
torial crutooning for your local 
community newspaper, please 
send a sample of your work to 
the Montague Reporter at 58 4th 
Sn·eet, Tmners Falls, MA 01376, 
or to: repo1ter@montaguema.net. 
We are happy to receive 011ginal 
cartoons, or to suggest a topic 
for illustrators to draw. For more 
infonnation, call 413-863-8666. 

MLK Day Food Drive 
TURNERS FALLS - Nina 
Rossi writes to info1m us that 
the Cenn·al Sn·eet and Prospect 
Street neighborhood of Tmners 
Falls held a ve1y successful 
food drive and collected over 
20 bags of groceries for the 
Franklin Area Survival Center 
Food Panny on Ma1tin Luther 
King Jr. Day, as a community 
service project. Thanks to 
everyone who con1l'ibuted. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

'LUtU! 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413)773-5673 
www.pzinc.com 
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without food, been smTounded 
by death, baffled, attacked, 
beseeched. On the walls of the 
galle1y, his words explain what 
sustains his effo1t: 

"My sacrifice has been worth 
eve1y hardship I have endmed on 
the road. For me, the difficulty 
has not been in the creation of the 
images themselves, but rather, it 
is that I have not done enough for 
the people I have photographed. I 
feel they tmsted me with their 
lives, and that it is my 
responsibility to tell the sto1y of 
their lives." 

Moving stories are recounted 
of the people Finlay met in 
extremis: a boy whose father 
killed a man who had assaulted 
his wife the night before Finlay 
met him. A woman whose 
husband just died. A man whose 
three children died, who said to 
Finlay, "Please tell the world that 
we are the ones who are 
suffering." Fragments of Finlay's 
own biography; breakups, dead­
end careers abandoned, stabs at 
explaining the attraction of 
violence, of laying down your 
life for strangers. 

We can hope that the 
photographs are redemptive, that 

compassion has been raised, 
along with money. Money has 
been raised - some, anyway. 
Finlay's statement on the wall 
explains: "Recently, at a private 
fundraiser in Malibu, an 
anonymous donor was so moved 
by the images that they wrote a 
check for a million dollars. That 
is the greatest accomplishment of 
my life." 

Human Rights Watch raised 
$60,000 auctioning one of 
Finlay's photographs. 

Museum curator Paul 
Tmnbull said Finlay is being 
knighted this week for his work 
photographing some of the 
bleakest comers of the globe. He 
has worked under the auspices of 
the International Medical Corps, 
a global nonprofit organization 
dedicated to saving lives and 
relieving suffering through health 
care training and relief and 
development programs; Doctors 
Without Borders; and Proof: 
Media for Social Justice, a non­
profit that encourages social 
change through the use of 
photography; and many other 
non-profit foundations. 

When the images become 
more than you can bear, when 
you give up tiying to understand 
how anyone can witness all this 

!~~l!~~!~~~r~r~~~d!~~ [~~r~~~!~X~1!t!!!~~i 
adolescents - who urgently need your help! 
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suffering, and walk away, when 
you no longer understand 
anything, when you want to walk 
away, but can't, you can breathe 
somewhat more easily on the 
other side of the galle1y, where, 
under the heading Jomneymen, 
Finlay documents the passing of 
ti·ades from fathers to sons. He 
pays tribute to his father's, 
grandfather's, and great­
grandfather's ti·ade: steam engine 
engineers. 

On the wall, his words, again: 
"I was the first in cotmtless 
generations to break away from 
the tradition, the idea, that a son 
is to follow in the footsteps of his 
father. In searching through my 
family's documents, I found a 
small black and white image 
taken ofmy grandfather in 1922. 
He was the first steam ti·ain 
engineer to nm the ti·ains from 
Edinburgh down to London and 
this one photograph became the 
inspiration for the entire project. I 
traveled the world over, 
photographing these disap­
pearing father - son ti·aditions. I 
made images of the last steam 
ti·ains in the United States, the 
last days of the barefoot rickshaw 
wallahs in the City of Joy in 
Calcutta, the gauchos on the 
pampas in Argentina and many 
others." 

pictures of each other before the 
talk, Finlay showed another 
group of wrenching photographs 
documenting environmental 
change and devastation in 
Appalachia, Antarctica, Iceland, 
Mexico, and Canada. He led 
listeners to connect the dots 
between environmental change 
and human catasti·ophe: changes 
in temperature and rainfall cause 
famine elsewhere; industrial 
pollution brings poisoned fish. 
He warned there will be no edible 
fish left in the oceans by 2030. 

"All our fotures ai·e at stake." 
He attempted to conclude the 

talk on a sunny note, with 
pictures of personable Alaskan 
grizzly beai·s, telling of his 'joy 
and ecstasy" in making po1traits 
of these "gracefol ext1·aordina1y 
animals. They ai·e connected to 
each one of us." They were 
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lovely. All his photographs ai·e 
beautiful - that's easy to forget 
in the emotional sto1m they raise. 

Questions from the audience 
drew him into shop talk - the 
intimacy of 24 milimeter lenses, 
for example, black-and-white 
versus color but the 
conversation is swept back to 
tstmamis of censorship, milita1y 
leadership, inflation, illness. 

He concluded with a few rays 
of hope about "solai· technologies 
coming with hope for our 
futures." 

Finlay said, ''The photographs 
are not about me; they are about 
the people I photograph, what 
they tlust in me. I will continue to 
make a difference. That's my 
calling; that's my chai·ge." 

u 

Ways you can help include: Foster or Adoptive Parenting; 
Mentoring, becoming a Volunteer Case Reviewer; 

providing space for events or visits; donations; 

At the aitist's talk on Saturday 
evening, with a foll audience in 
the airplane-like seats, and 
student photographers snapping Colin Finlay: J.(jgali, Rwanda, 1994 

and distributing posters and flyers. 

Contact Susan Crane today@ 
413-775-5033 to learn more 
about how to help a child or 

youth in your community! 

Foster or Adoptive Parents: 
• May be single, married, 
partnered, divorced or widowed; 
• May rent or own their home; 
• Are good communicators; 
• Are able to talk to children 

about feelings; and 

-L------==-.=..""' 
Foster parents Michelle 
and Steve Bednarski of 

Turners Falls 

• Tend to have a sense of humor. 

www.mass.gov/dcf 
1-800-KIDS-508 
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center director since 1997. 
"My immediate predecessor 

was Paul Oldsti·olll, but he was 
only here for three months," said 
Caldwell. "Before him was Bob 
Stowe, he had it for three years, 
and before him was Polly Sicard, 
for many yeai·s." 

Caldwell recalled she had 
initially withdrawn her name 
from consideration for the post, 
after inte1viewing for it, but a 
member of the Montague 
council on aging called her back 
in June of that year, when 
Oldstrom stepped down as 
director, to see if she would 
reconsider. 

"I was substitute teaching at 

the time," Caldwell recalled. "I 
told them I would do it for two 
months, and see how I liked it." 

She's been there ever since. 
"The seniors in these towns 

ai·e ve1y, ve1y nice, and I really 
enjoyed working with them. I 
had wonderful support. It's 
really been a good twelve years," 
Caldwell said. 

"We have staited a lot of new 
programs: the senior aerobics 
class has ti·ipled in size, and the 
foot clinic has doubled in 
attendence. We are doing a lot 
more of the one-shot educational 
programs, like tax assistance 
through AARP, or this week, fall 
prevention with the visiting 
nurse association. "We have a 
vai·ied program." 

Caldwell said some seniors 
enjoy bingo at the senior center, 
others prefer the exercise 
classes, others sign up to take 
educational ti'ips. 

"We usually fill a bus, eve1y 
month to six weeks. I went on 
the one we did down to 
Plymouth, where we learned 
how cranben'ies ai·e grown, and 
how they are processed. I fotmd 
that very interesting." 

Caldwell is looking fo1ward 
to an active retirement. ''I'll be 
coming back for the exercise 
classes, and coming back for the 
ti'ips, and in between times I'll be 
babysitting for my 
grandchildren, going to some of 
my husband's Navy reunions in 

see GILL page 12 
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The Inauguration at Turners Falls High School effect President Obama's 
inauguration has had for black 
Americans. "One small step for a 
man, one giant leap for black 

new vice president's tt·aits, 
Boisve1t concluded, is that 
Biden, "speaks his mind." BY JOSHUA GAMMON 

TURNERS FALLS - "The 
world is watching," heralded 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, during 
her opening speech of the 
inauguration ceremony for the 
44th president of the United 
States. ''This morning will be 
remembered as a turning point in 
America." 

Indeed the world was 
watching, and the students of 
Turners Falls High School were 
lucky enough to join them. 
Gathered in the auditorium, the 
students watched the ceremony 
on the school's large projection 
screen, viewing history in the 
making. 

Students watched silently as 
the ceremony began to take 
shape, from the opening by 
Feinstein, to the singing of "My 
Countty 'Tis of Thee" by Aretha 
Franklin, and even through the 
prayer of Dr. Rick WaITen. 

When they called for the men 
and women in Washington D.C. 

to rise for the swearing in ofVice 
President Joseph Biden, the 
crowds of sh1dents were unsure 
what to do, but a few brave souls 
stood, and they were able to coax 
the entire sh1dent body and 
faculty to their feet in respect. A 
few cheers went up when Vice 
President Biden bellowed out the 
final "So help me God," as the 
weight of the moment hit home 
for some. But the full realization 
wouldn't come for most until a 
few minutes later. 

The call finally rang out for 
the swearing in of President 
Barack H. Obama, and the 
school, ah-eady well rehearsed, 
quickly rose to their feet awaiting 
the new president's oath of 
office. The room was silent as 
every sh1dent and teacher 
carefully listened to the oath our 
president was taking, and when 
he uttered those last words the 
auditorium exploded with cheers 
and applause as the TFHS 
commtmity welcomed in our 

44th president of the United 
States of America. The mo ming proved 

Eve1yone intently ----------------- especially moving for 

listened to President ~ b ~ c=..c • __Jc:,,..._ L many students and faculty 
Obama's speech, ~ ,.....-, '---' at the high school. Many 
soaking up eve1y expressed praise and 
phrase and nuance of L G H-,-- !::, excitement about the 
this monumental I I ' fuh1re, as well as the new 
event. As his speech hope ushered in by our new 
came to a close, sh1dents were men," Addison Ricketts President. 
again ushered into their n01mal solemnly voiced, altering the "America has risen up and 
routines, but not without reacting famous Neil Almstt·ong quote. been united by a president who 
to the histo1y that had just Maghen Sama! agreed, and will be remembered for all of 
tmfolded before their ve1y eyes. equally noted the significance of time," Shamari Kelly sincerely 

"He gives us hope," Kelly the event, "It is a miracle that we pronounced. 
Cardaropoli exclaimed after the finally have an African- Senior Evan Bruso seemed to 
ceremony. She echoed the words American President. Martin sum up the feelings of the 
and thoughts of so many others Luther King Jr. 's dream has moming with his statement: 
throughout the nation as we look finally come t111e." "January 20th, 2009 will forever 
to our new leader for guidance Much attention circled around be remembered as a great day in 
and inspiration. President Obama, but Jordan American histo1y. I and many 

Sam Colton found a populist Boisvert optimistically spoke of others are so proud to see how far 
connection between President Biden, "Joe Biden really moved this great nation has come since 
Obama and President Andrew me," Boisvert stated, "I'm our fotmding, so long ago." 
Jackson, adding, "I hope he huns excited to see more of him Joshua Gammon is a senior at 
out the same [as Jackson]." because I connect with him Turners Falls High School. 

Many sh1dents also better." The most 
commented on the dramatic admirable of the 

Sheffield Says: "Yes, We Can!" 
~t clear Choi 

4.0 ~ ~~ 
QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

BY BRIDGET SWEET 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Tuesday, Sheffield students were 
able to eat ltmch and view the 
inauguration of Barack Obama 
in their classrooms. After recess, 
they attended their ve1y own 
Inaugural Ball in the 
gymnasium. 

Principal Elizabeth Musgrave 
made American Flag decorated 
cakes for each class, and had 
cookies and ginger ale for the 
sh1dents to toast the new 
president with. Several students 
from each grade read aloud their 
own toast to the new president. 
Akeeva, Alexxis, Ivy and 
Richard of Grade 5 wrote: 

"In this great moment in time 
that will be recorded in History, 
Barack Obama has become the 

first African-American president 
in these United States. 

We offer this toast in his 
honor. 

We offer him our best wishes 
for a lot of ve1y happy and 
wonderful years as president. 

We hope you and your family 
are safe and well during your 
time being president of the 
United States of America. 

We offer hopes and dreams 
for all our world's nations to 
come together in Peace. 

We, the 5th grade of Sheffield 
School, gratefully offer this toast 
to President Barack Obama. 

This is a Historic day and Yes, 
we can!" 

Music Teacher, Steve Damon, 
played on the piano "We Shall 
Overcome," originally written 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Burglaries on H and K Streets 

Wednesday, 1/14 
4:48 o.m. Officer initiated arrest of 

on 
urs y, 1/15 

408 p.m. Report of potential suicidal 
subject at a Sunderland Road address. 
Investigated. 
428 p.m. Report of burglary/ breaking 

and entering at an H Street address. 
Friday, 1/16 
3:15 p.m. Report of illegal dumping in 

the Second Street alley. 
Sunday, 1/18 
10:30 a.m. Report of a fight at Farren 
Emergency Shelter, 15 Farren Avenue. 
Peace restored. 
Monday, 1/19 

by Reverend Charles Tindley. 
Fomth grader Nolan's suggested 
verse, "We shall bring world 
peace," was followed by "Peace 
begins in Tmners." 

Director of elementa1y 
education Chip Wood played 
"This Land is Your Land" on his 
guitar. Visiting senior citizens 
also attended the Ball after 
having tea with Annemarie 
Hallowell 's sh1dents in the 
cafeteria. 

The sh1dents all listened 
attentively as their principal 
spoke to them about the historic 
inauguration. 

Afte1wards, fifth grader 
Alison summarized Sheffield's 
feelings about the day of pomp 
and pageantty. "I liked it. I'm 
glad we have a new president." 

1 :46 a.m. Report of unwanted person at 
a T umers Falls Road address. Peace 
restored. 
10 50 a.m. Report of burglary/ breaking 
and entering at a K Street address. 
Tuesday, 1/20 
2:49 p.m. Report of general disturbance 
at Richardson Irrigation, 9 Industrial 
Boulevard. Referred to an officer. 
7:26 p.m. Report of an unattended death 
at a Montague City Road address. 
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most presidents since George 
Washington have added, though 
the words ru·e not written in the 
Constitution, "so help me God," 
despite an earlier attempt by a 
group of atheists to sue Justice 
Robe1ts to have that phrase 
precluded from the oath. 

At that, great jubiliation broke 
out in the Brick House 
community room, on the 
National Mall, and, in all 
probability, across the entire 
nation. 

In the midst of deafening 
cheers, Feinstein stood once 
more at the podium to intone, "It 
is my great personal honor to 
present the 44th president of 
these United States, Barack 
Obama." 

But his name had already 
been can1ed fo1wru·d by popular 
acclamation, as the assembled 
multitudes, more than filling the 
mall from the steps of the 
Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial, 
and all the side streets in 
between, chanted "Obruna! 
Obama! Obama!" 

He did not stumble on his 
inaugural address, which lived 
up to expectations for one of the 
great orators of om time. 

"I stand here today, humbled 
by the task before us," he began. 
He thanked George W. Bush, 
seated beside the podium, for his 
se1vice to his countiy, a remru·k 
that elicited contrruy opinion 
from the floor. ("I don't!" yelled 
one young person in Turners 
Falls.) 

"Forty-four Ame11cans have 
now taken the presidential oath," 

he said. But Bill Bickford, of 
Greenfield, hastened to point out 
to anyone at the B11ck House 
who would listen that this was 
Obruna's first presidential 
falsehood, as Grover Cleveland 
had taken the oath twice. 

He said he was taking the oath 
of office runid gathe11ng clouds 
of economic tu1moil, 
domestically and globally. And 
he spoke of Ame11ca as a nation 
at war against "a far reaching 
network of violence and hatred." 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ow-selves up, dust ow-selves off, 
and begin again the work of 
remaking America," for a future 
of good jobs rebuilding the 
nation's neglected infra­
structure, new technologies 
based on the sun, the wind, and 
the Ea1th, and a ti·ansfonned 
education system to meet the 
demands of a new age. 

January 22, 2009 

Yet as the camera panned to a 
disapproving Bush, whose last 
seconds of national leadership 
had just expired, Obama said, 
"As for our common defense, we 
reject as false the choice between 
om safety and om ideals. Our 
founding fathers, faced with 
perils we can scarcely imagine, 
drafted a charter to assure the 
mle of law and the rights of man, 
a chruter expanded by the blood 
of generations. Those ideals still 
light the world, and we will not 
give them up for expedience's 
sake." 

He spoke in lofty cadences 
about what "free men and 
women can achieve when 
imagination is joined to common 
purpose, and necessity to 
comage." He rallied his audience 
to meet the present hardships by 
evoking great battles of the past, 
and the Ame11cans who fought 
them. 

At the parry following Obama's inauguration, De.Angelo Nieves was among 
the local talent 111ho petformed for the inauguration 

of the Brick House's new community petformance space. 

Speaking as much to 
youngsters like those gathered in 
the B11ck House as to the nation 
at large, Obama talked of "a 
nagging fear that the next 
generation must lower its 
sights." He admonished his 
listeners, "Know this, Ame11ca, 
the challenges will be met. We 
have chosen hope over fear, 
unity of pmpose over conflict 
and discord." 

In one of many lines that 
brought rousing cheers from the 
crowd, Obruna declared, 
"Struting today, we must pull 

But, "The world has changed, 
and we must change with it," 
Obama said, and he offered 
himself as Exhibit A: in a 
countiy where, "A man whose 
father less than 60 years ago 
might not have been se1ved at a 
local restaurant can now take 
this sacred oath." 

He invoked George 
Washington's words from the 
winter of 1777 when the cause 
of Revolution was all but lost, 
and "nothing but hope and viitue 
could smvive." 

And he closed with these 
words: "Let it be said by our 
children's children that when we 
were tested we refused to let this 
journey end, that we did not tmn 
back nor did we falter; and with 
eyes fixed on the h011zon and 
God's grace upon us, we can1ed 
forth that great gift of freedom 
and delivered it safely to futme 
generations." 

John McGough, of Florence, 
age 12, called the speech, 
"Amazing. He's so confident 
and proud." He pruticularly 
liked the references to Concord, 
Gettysbmg, N01mandy and Khe 
Sanh, to prepare the nation for 
the modem day battles - real 
and metaphorical that 
confront us. 

Jasmine SeITano, 14, of 
Greenfield, said, "We're going 
to remember this day. He's the 
first African American 
president. The race cru·d is over, 
and we are there to see it. Tilings 
are going to change for the 
better." 

Asked how she thought they 
would change, specifically, 
Se1rnno, who said she is from 
the second generation of a 
family that iinmigrated to 
America from Mexico, said, 
"America will strut to be more 
Green, and a little less racist 

% of us would want to be 
called if our teens were 
at a party where 
alcohol was served. 

From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School parents. 

toward problems like 
immigration." 

Olivia Smiaroski, 13, of 
Northfield said, "He's the best 
president yet. There was so 
much hope and joy in his 
speech. There's going to be 
change. He's going to lead us 
out of this wru· and make peace 
with other countries, and end 
violence, for the most pa1t. His 
being president, it brings so 
many people together: gays and 
lesbians, Afi1can Ame11cans and 
Jews. It is so great and 
wonderful!" 

Judging by the reactions on 
crunera on the national Mall, and 
elsewhere, she spoke for 
millions of people whose hea1ts 
were lifted by the stinmg scene 
on Tuesday, as Ame11ca 's 44th 
president, Barack Hussein 
Obama, began his te1m in office. 
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Skate Park to Be Considered in Unity Park Master Plan 
BY ANNE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - Unity 
Park is considered the flagship 
of the Montague parks and 
recreation commission, and the 
five parks under their control. 
Parks and recreation director 
Jon Dobosz met with 
townspeople, and officials on 
Thursday, January 8th for a 
public hearing in town hall to 
discuss the first overhaul of 
Unity Park in many years. 

Dobosz reminisced about the 
time he spent in Unity Park as a 
youth, and noted that many of 
the playground fixtures have not 
changed since then. He even 
claimed his father's ball teams 
were playing with the same 
home run fence that today's 
teams are using. 

Over the past year, Dobosz 
has met with the town planner 
and capital improvements 
committee to go over park 
renovations and begin the 
development of a master plan. 
Now, using $8,250 from 
program income money, the 
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Courtesy of 
Berkshire Design 
Group, 
Northampton 

town has hired the Berkshire 
Design Group (BDG) of 
Northampton, the same 
architectural film that designed 
the landscape improvements at 
the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center, to conduct site 
assessments and identify the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
park, and to develop the master 
plan for Unity Park. 

The town hall public hearing 
was the first of several public 
meetings that will be held to 
solicit public feedback on the 
park improvement plans. 

BDG was selected as the 
designer in the fall of 2008 in 
large part because of their 
extensive experience in park and 
recreation projects - over 350 
projects, many in the western 
Massachusetts area. BDG 
principal Peter Wells brought a 
base plan for the public to view, 
showing the existing park layout 
and highlighting many of the 
CUITent problem areas there. 

Some areas of the park Wells 
said fit into the 'needs 

© Psycftotfterq,vy ~) 
Ronald Sigmund Meck MA, CAGS, LMHC 

30 years ifl practice 

• Traditional Talk Therapy 
• Expressive Arts • Body Psychology 

• Adults, Teens, Children, Couples & Families 

improvement' catego1y include 
the existing poor sigi1age, 
inefficient and even dangerous 
parking areas, unsightly storage 
areas, a building that begs for a 
clearer entrance and improved 
sanitaiy facilities, conflicts 
between pedestrian access to the 
play area and DPW vehicles, 
limited shelter for inclement 
weather, accessibility issues and 
outdated and Uiisafe playgroU11d 
equipment 

Wells refened to the 
equipment as "museUin-worthy." 

There was also discussion of 
safety issues relating to road 
crossings from both sides of the 
park, and the lack of clear 
crosswalks, signage and lighting. 

The list was certainly 
daunting, but Wells also noted the 
strengths of Unity Park, which he 
said included tremendous shade 
trees, the overall size of the park, 
the c01isiderable gi·een space, the 
nearby riverfront park and bike 
path, and the convenient 
downtown location. 

A public discussion followed, 

------------

and several people urged the 
parks and recreation commission 
to include a skate park in the 
master plan. Jean Hebden, of 4th 
Street, believes the frequently 
non-traditional appearance of 
some skaters might be 
intimidating to people, but she 
fondly refened to them as 
"walking works of a1t." She 
believes our teenaged youth "still 
need a place to play, and we need 
to keep the skaters close to us." 

Hebden was refening to 
suggestions to move the skate 
park to a more remote location 
from downtown. Local 
cabinetmaker B1yan Dolan, 
though not a teenager, is an 
active user of the CUITent skate 
park and echoed the plea for a 
new and improved park within 
Unity Park. He noted BDG 
desigi1ed No1thampton's skate 
park, which draws in visitors 
from quite a distance. 

Wells assured the crowd that 
BDG had received the message 
about including a skate park on 
the master plan. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 
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Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

The lack of safe or supervised 
swim1ning was also discussed. 
David Detmold of 4th Street 
suggested a modest wading area 
might meet a greater need 
downtown than temlis comts 
(since the middle school/lligh 
school complex has ten'ific ones 
available for public use). 
Another suggestion to provide 
cooling off space was the 
addition of a sprinkler park, 
similar to the one at 
No1thampton's Look Park. 

The subject of financing the 
park renovation was a concern to 
taxpayers. Dobosz noted that 
some revolving fm1d money 
would be used in the redesign 
phase, but the bulk of the 
funding for park improvements 
would be sought through phased 
grant applicati01is. 

Bruce Hunter of Franklin 
County Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Agency was on 
hand to discuss the importance 
of the master plan for inclusion 
in a Community Block Grant 
application. 
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Knowing Chlldren since 1931 

* K-8th Grades 
• Social Justice Focus 

* 2 Teachers per classroom 
• Individualized approach 

bigsigmund@aoLcom 
413-367-9763 413-695-9743 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

• Project-based 

MAT'J:'J:E"S 
FL.ACE 

RV:CNO 
HOURS: LUNCH TUES • FRI, 11 :30 • 2:30 • DINNER TUES • 

SAT, 5 • 9 • SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 • 2, DINNER 5 • 8 

We serve homegrown, farm-inspired food and 
drink. Presented simply, using the best 

ingredients fTom our neighborhood. 
PHONE 413 774 3150 

44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
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to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The editors would like to thank the 
following for their generous financial 
underwriting of The Poetry Page: 

- William Carlos Williams Anonymous, Klondike Sound, 
Carlin Barton, Montague Dental 

Arts, Dr. Robert Koolkin, Michael 

Farrick, Green Fields Market, 
Michael Farrick, and Michael Muller. 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, 
Janel Nockleby and Jamie Berger 

Readers are invited to send poems to the 
Montague Reporter at 24 3rd Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376; 

design by Anja Schutz 

TROPISM 

for J. 

or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@mon1aguema.ne1 

You're free falling, my friend. 
Hold fast to your parachute. 
The grapeshot rattles the black 

hole for your cells: white 
waxing with fever that robs 
every miniature moment of sleep. 

Lovely, full, wounded, 
a silken shirt of languid 
sorrow, blue petals in my arms. 

I dreamt of sores 
beneath your tongue blue 
diamonds in your jagged teeth. 

I dreamt you 
howling as they shot 
your head full of holes. 

I dreamt I made 
a finger chain 
of your bones. 

Bind my mouth so I 
can't say. Unbind my heart 
so I can understand. 

Before the damage, 
the honey of your body 
was in command. 

Devotion races into open 
veins; me, so thin-skinned, 
you, pulling alone, colorless. 

I sent you letter after letter, 
believing that I could write away 
disaster, the armor of your 

life's winter suit; its size 
and weight pinning your 
wolfish body to this earth. 

There must be thousands of us, beauty. 
The selfish ones who ache some. 
Our heads empty, hollow with words. 

-Lea Banks 
Shelburne Falls 

Cleaning Up the Myth 

Across the street, the grave 
of a neighbor's dead dog sparkles 
brightly with the many lights 
of Christmas. Power lines bristle 
under ice as you skid drunkenly away, 
head packed with big ideas, useful 
as a mouth full of rotted teeth. 
Left side of the bed cold and empty 
as the jug of vodka someone tossed 
into the hedge. I lie awake and remember ' 
our loving. Taking comfort in 
the sound of the plows, wild boars 
harnessed and butting against the snow. 
Wrestling Mother Nature to one side. 
Trying to make order out of the mess 
so that maybe, goddammit, life can go on. 

--Kerry O'Keefe 
Northampton, MA 

Rau'sAuto FINE ITALIAN DINING 

WEDNESDAY WINE NIGHT 

Glass $5, Bottle $20 
Appetizers $10 COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 

'l:ICENSED, INSUREDft _ 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD• MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

WINfER HOURS 
Open 5-9 Wed, Thurs & 
Sw1, 5 - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Mon & Tues 

THURSDAY NIGHT JAZZ 
6:30- 9:30 

413-863-4441 
166 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

www. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. c OM 

LOGOS & BRANDING C 
GRAPHIC DESIGN ~ 

ILLUSTRATION C 
WEBSITES~ 

COPY WRITING (:' 

BUSINESS STRATEGY (:­

INTERNET MARKETING ~ 

MISSION & VISION C 
41 3 303,_9;1 93 
www.h2-ofu.com 

Neptune 

Neptune is exacting 
a heavy toll. 
He conjures sirens 
yet afterward 
discards them 
with the flotsam and jetsam 
of seaweed 
and squalid spume, 
while the seahorse laughs 
and strokes a curving reed 
with his glistening tail, 
and the ocean rounds a pebble 
with its everlasting 
lament. 

--Rob Couteau 
New Paltz NY 

It always shocks me 

It always shocks me 
when someone acts reasonably. 
Insanity is rife in the cosmos: 
the yellow jacket tries to sting 
when it could just as easily 
fly away. 
Mothers crucify children 
with screams; 
fathers burn 
in pyres of frustration. 
The flesh crawls 
or else creeps 
but every now and again 
a tender voice 
or smile: 
no ulterior motive, 
no trapdoor, 
no guillotine, 
and this 
leaves me 
speechless. 

January 22, 2009 

~rol's Beauty Nook 
,,,(/7 29 G Street, Turners Falls 4 

(~ Open Tue, Thurs, Fri ;6. 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 413-~®3-2 
7Lvaifabk 

Ann Forslund 
REALTOR® 

~ Prudential 
Pdme Ptopertles 

3.5 East Main Street, Orange, MA 01364 
Bus: 978-544-9000 Fax: 978-544-9099 
Cell: 413-422-8542 www.prudentialorange.com 

~ving Franklin County & North Quabbin areas 
-.~ MU . O{fe,,-(,ng,A 'frul,, Sttm"{or ffom.e,~ L(,fe, 
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FRIENDS 

What can be said of the afternoon the man I went on 
to marry tried to convince me we should stay "just friends." 
In his wisdom and weakness, shifting back and forth 
between logic and charm. Like a city kid trying to dissuade 
the muggers before handing over his wallet. Hoping 
the beating wouldn't be too bad. How did he know 
what would be lost in that bed? A love that could have grown 
like a fine spring lamb if simply plumped and protected 
from the way sex brings down the gate and lets 
the wolves in to feed. He must have given in to my will 
because he knew about the children we would make, 
who would love and give us strength, patting our faces 
with chubby, tender hands. Their gleaming childhood 
need driven into the ground between us 
like an ancient warrior's shield. Holding us apart 
yet together those years as we readied ourselves 
to say goodbye. After that, with the furor and sorrow 
of opposing generals, smoking in their separate camps, 
secretly missing the enemy, the irreplaceable friend. 

--Lea Banks 
Shelburne Falls 

EL DIABLITO 

Returning from Mexico, I light 
a cigarette with the Devil 
on a matchbox. Incinerated train wreck. 

Yes, you with your wild pop eyes. 

I'm crazy. Crazy for beating myself 
again. Tempted by priests in wounding red robes 
hawking tiny Virgens de Guadalupe. 

They're the ones you get for $1.00, right? 

Made at the Miracle Candle Company; yee haw, 
Laredo on the night shift, ruby hooker nights, 
freeze-dried sheen and glean in the A & W brights. 

Are you sleeping through all this? 

A tired-ass waitress rolls over to the car and we 
count out pennies for a hamburger. Flaring in Technicolor, 
she spits and turns. So sad to think about that. 

Realize the Beast wears red all over. 

The Beast pulls me down with nefarious ardor, steady delight. 
There's no light left on for company. Snuffed out. Watered 
down smoke rings you can't even see with a flashlight. 

No coins for the toll taker. Oh God. No God. 

--Lea Banks 
Shelburne Falls 

• 

• 

\T ~.jifiijtff:Z. SALON 107 
_.,.-,\)- Suue 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS. INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA. GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

$10 haircuts for~ & a:>Do&e students 
1 S tannin& sessions for $SO 

$9.SO for 1 month un1imned gym pass 
$7 haircuts for smiors, veterans, 

and disabled clients 
Hours: MPrl & fr! 10 - 6, 

Wed&11w 12 - S,Sat9 - 1 

the poetry page 

I can only thrash my way back into our story. 
Trying to resuscitate ilie details of the,love. 
Pure, shining moments strung like tiny seed.12ear1s 
between big red ffares of defeat. We've managed 
this thing like emergency workers on ecstasy. 
Always grabbing the wrong colored flag. 
Sending the ambulance over to put out the fire. 
Turning the hose on the woman giving birth. 
Handing otn doughnuts to the shocked and grieving 
at the roadside wreck. Coming home, flipping on 
the 1V. It would have made too much sense to weep. 

--Kerry O'Keefe 
Northampton. MA 

m ALL SMALL CAPS m 
@iufil A NIGHT OF SPOKEN WORD @ij@ 

• Doors open 7:00 p.m. ~ 
• Open mic 7:30 - 8:30 • • 
• Featured readers 8:30 - 9:30 • ' • 

Upcoming Readings 
January 23rd • Lea Banks & Kerry O'Keefe 
February 23rd • Deborah Poe, Joel Sloman 
& Chris Janke 
March 30th • Sommer Browning, 
Ryan Murphy & Kristin Bock 
Apr11 27th -Anselm Berrigan, Sean Cole 
& Dana Ward 
This program is svpported, in part, by the Wendell Cultural 
Council, The Mam,husens Cultural Council, and the IJational 
Endowment for the Arts. 

Deja Brew Pub & Cafe 
57 Lockes Village Rd .. Wendell 
Fresh beer, Fine wines, Home cooking 
Entertainment Nightly• Open Wed-Sun. 4 pm 

(978)544-2739 

All comers are invited to 
read from their own 

work or the works of 
others, poetry or prose. 

Admission: $1-5 

• 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

'I Storm Damage Prevention & 
Restoration 

'I Cabling & Bracing 
'I Shade Tree Maintenance 
'!Tree Removal 

Matthew Edwards 
Certified Arborlst 
'I Owner 

'I Climber 

'I Insured 

11 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

{3deli~tt•, ~•i f lei A••ef$eu~i'II 
114' '\Veils Street 
Greenfield, MA 01so1 

Debra Mathey - Owner 
772-0284 Wendell • 978-544-7452 

www.mattedwardstree.com 

Renaissance 
Excavating, Inc~.~~ 

COMPLETE SITE 

• SEPTIC 8c DRAINACE SYSTEMS • SANO, GRAVEL 8c LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

The Gill Tavern 

Main Road Gill Center 
413-863-9006 

Now Serving 

Lunch and Dinner 
Wed-Satll-11 

Lunch and Dinner Specials Daily 
Seafood - Vegetarian - Local Beef 

Individual Grilled Pizzas 
and More! 

Full Bar with People's Pint Beer on Tap 
Bottled Beers, Complete Wine List, 

Daily Drink Specials 
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MONTAGUE from page 1 
28th. We'll probably hear sooner, 
maybe even by this Friday." 

Abbondanzio said if his 
prediction comes trne, Montague 
will be looking to bridge a 
$157,000 gap more than halfway 
through the cunent budget year. 

How would the town do that, 
when departmental budgets were 
pared back so sharply at town 
meeting last year? 

Finance committee chair 
Hanold offered this blueprint 

'The first thing we would do 
is try to estimate what the benefit 
is from the spending freeze that 
was instituted in December. That 
would be rather a modest offset. 
Unless you eliminate a position 
or fail to fill a position of 
someone who is retiring, there 
just isn't much leeway left in 
departmental budgets: they are 
ve1y tight." 

Hanold said, "We have a small 
finance committee reserve fond 
($25,000) that we generally use 
during the year to meet 
unforeseen requirements, like 
legal fees. We'd probably 
commit some fonds from that. 
But you need to save some for 
end of year reconciliations," to 
make up for instances when 
individual departments are forced 

GILL from page 6 
the fall, and a lot of day trips to 
the beach." She added, "We both 
like to fish." But she declined to 
reveal their favorite fishing holes. 

As for the Gill-Montague 
Bridge, Maureen Mullaney, 
transpo1tation program manager 
for the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments, said 
bids for the $47.5 million project 
are scheduled to be opened on 
Febmaiy 24th. 

"You could expect an award 
within 60 days," said Mullaney. 
"and notice to proceed sho1tly 
after that. Constmction should 
get under way by May or June; 

Eat ln or Talre Out! 
BURRITOS, 

BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESADILLAS 

.Now serving 
People's Pint Beer 

on f,ap/ 
(413) 772-2531 

1 O Fiske Ave -downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

to overspend their budgets. 
"For '09, you really can't rely 

on a Proposition 2½ ovenide [to 
fill a gap] of that magnitude. The 
next thing you'd look at is cutting 
hours, rather than eliminating 
positions, spreading the impact 
across more people, and in a 
sense preserving jobs." 

Finally, Hanold mentioned the 
$1 .4 million assessors overlay 
reserve fond, much of which 
could be made available in a 
pinch to meet budgetaiy needs. 

"Always, in the back of 
eve1yone's mind is the excess 
overlay, which I am very 
uncomfortable using for 
operating expenses, because it 
simply compounds the problem 
for later years. I'm more 
comfortable using the rese1ves 
for capital expenses." 

Abbondanzio said the state is 
forecasting cuts in local aid for 
the next fiscal year - which 
begins July 1st- of between 5% 
and 15%. Totaled together with 
the mid-year cuts the town 
manager is anticipating, "the 
combined cuts for two years 
could equal $228,000 to 
$370,000," Abbondanzio said. 

With the conctment drop in 
local receipts due to the poor 
economy- building pennit fees, 

that's the expectation." 
Mullaney said the FRCOG 

has helped move the bridge 
project fo1wai·d in a number of 
ways, helping to secure fonding 
through Congressman Olver's 
office, moving it up the county's 
transpo1tation improvement list 
to put the project in line for 
prioritized state fonding, and 
staying in touch with the towns at 
either end of the bridge to get 
them the info1mation they need 
about the project. 

How did a project listed at $37 
million a mere two years ago 
balloon by more than $10 million 
this yeai·? 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

for example, are down 16% to 
17% with no big projects on the 
horizon - Abbondanzio said the 
only revenue increase the town 
can really count on for next year 
will come from the 2½ percent 
annual increase in the tax levy 
limit. That will bring in about 
$394,000 in new revenue. But in 
the worst case scenario for state 
cuts, practically all of that 
expected growth would be 
canceled out, leaving the town to 
cope with contractual obligations 
to employees and rising energy 
and insurance costs for Fiscal 
2010 with practically no 
additional fonds to work with. 

Abbonbdanzio said there were 
a few bright spots amid the 
budget gloom. The town's 
retirement assessment will drop 
by about $9,000, due to a change 
in the number of eligible 
employees. With last year's cut in 
the percentage the town will pay 
of employee's health care plans 
to 80%, Montague will pay 
$15,000 less on this line item 
than it did in '09, even though the 
Hampshire Group (the town's 
insurer) predicts a 7.5% increase 
in premiums this year. (Had there 
been no cut in the town's share of 
employee's health care costs, 
Montague would expect to pay 

"When I first got involved in 
the project it was going to cost 
$12 million," said Mullaney. 
That was back in 1994. 

"It is not at all unusual for cost 
estimates to grow as you get 
deeper into the design and 
engineering, as unexpected 
things crop up. In the last three 
yeai·s," Mullaney said, ''we've 
seen in paiticular a jump in those 
costs primarily due to the cost of 
oil. Constmction materials have 
doubled or tripled in the last three 
yeai·s." 

But Mullaney said the cost of 
the bridge renovation project has 
dropped slightly - from neai·ly 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Nuisance Snow Activities 

Tuesday, 1/13 
9:25 a.m. Report of a barking dog on 
Warner Street. No one home at residence, 
left written notice of complaint. 
Wednesday, 1/14 
8:51 p.m. Report of domestic disoute on 
Hiohland Avenue. Arrested 

or assau an ery, mes c. 
p.m. Report of suspicious person at 

a Ridge Road residence yelling outside of 
a house. Checked area, subject gone 
upon arrival. 
11 : 12 p .m. Assisted Bernardston police 
with domestic dispute. 
Friday, 1/16 
5:10 p.m. Abandoned property left at 
Freight House Antiques. Shop owner 
turned same in to police to be returned to 
owner. 
Saturday, 1/17 
9:00 a.m. Medical emergency on River 

Road. Assisted Erving fire and Baystate 
Health Ambulance. 
Sunday, 1/18 
1 00 a.m. Report of snowmobiles reving 
engines and causing noise in the Mountain 
Road area. Spoke with same and advised 
to keep noise down. 
6:31 p.m. Assisted Warwick police 
department with a domestic disturbance 
arrest. 
Monday, 1/19 
1000 a.m. Report of an East Main Street 
resident shoveling snow into the roadway. 
Resident agreed to not throw the snow 
onto the roadway. 
10 05 a.m. Assisted Northfield police with 
a motor vehide crash near the town line. 
2:00 o.m. Citation issued to 

Pam Veith Real Estate qissance IB~iiders 

$171,000 more through this 
insurance group in ' 10.) The 
legislature has indicated it may 
pass legislation allowing 
municipalities to collect and 
spend taxes on certain utility 
poles and infrastmcture within 
their botmdaries; last year 
Montague placed $42,000 from 
these taxes into an overlay 
account, anticipating a possible 
cowt challenge. And the amount 
Montague will pay for 
intergovernmental se1vices is due 
to drop slightly, because of cost 
cutting at the Regional Council 
of Governments. 

But these projected savings 
and revenues don't add up to 
much, compared to expected cuts 
in state aid. And, offsetting these 
are an expected 18% increase in 
debt se1vice, and the uncalculated 
additional cost of operating the 
new police station. 

Meanwhile, at last week's 
Gill-Montague school committee 
meeting, Abbondanzio said, 
Department of Elementary and 
Seconda1y Education 
representative Jeff Wulfson, who 
is overseeing the district's budget 
for the time being, indicated the 
GMRSD will use a 3% increase 
(about $500,000) as a 
"placeholder" for purposes of 

$50 million last yeai·, to the $4 7.5 
million project fums are bidding 
on now - perhaps due to the 
recent decline in the price of oil, 
and related cost of materials. And 
the fact that constmction jobs 
have been hit hai·d in the present 
economic downtwn inay be of 
help in the bidding process. 

"Any firm big enough to bid 
on a project that size will 
certainly be very interested in it," 
Mullaney said. 

According to the Mass 
Highway website, the Gill­
Montague Bridge improvement 
project "involves the 
rehabilitation of the existing steel 
truss stmcture carrying Avenue A 
over the Connecticut River. The 
bridge will be rehabilitated and 
restored in the existing location, 
and will provide wider travel 
lanes and bicycle accessibility." 
New traffice signals will be 
installed on the Gill side of the 
bridge, and approaches to the 
bridge will be reconfigured and 
resurfaced. 

Another plus: the Jersey 
ban'iers lining the rusted railings 
on the b11dge will be removed. 

Mullaney said a detailed 
traffic management plan has 
been worked out for the course 
of the bridge reconstrnction. 
One-way traffic will be 
maintained southbotmd to 
Turners Falls throughout the 
project, while traffic heading 
n01th will be detoured over the 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax:413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone: 413--863-9166 
ASR,CRS,e-PRO,GRl,SRES,CBR HomeFax:413-863-0218 

~litp, 0-eftsmanship, ©riginal CThought 

REALTOR' Emc,il becbon 1@comat$t.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

390 Main Road, Gill MA 01354 
413.863.8316 

www.rcnbuild.net 
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estimating next year's budget. 
'That's a number we cannot 

afford, even in a nonnal year," 
said Abbondanzio. 

Hanold conclll1'ed. "The 
school committee is working 
from an old playbook. It is not 
recognizing that education goals 
and fiscal resources have to be 
coordinated." 

Hanold gave an ove1view of 
the playbook for the town side of 
the budget for '10. 

"We are ce1tainly sta1ting this 
year from the lower spending 
level that town meeting came up 
with last year. With labor 
contracts in force, there are a 
number of costs that are set. We 
have not yet gotten to the point of 
recommending a cut in se1vices: 
parks and recreation, senior 
center, the branch libraries. We 
are devoting ourselves to paying 
attention as closely as possible to 
what the schools are asking. But 
service cuts are a real possibility. 
The quality of town life is at risk. 
We have a flourishing parks 
program, we are tmusual in 
having branch libraries, these are 
important elements of our town. 
But in the light of declining 
revenue, there are some things 
that will need to re- I;' 
examined." If. 
White Bridge to Greenfield and 
onto the French King Highway. 

In other news, the Gill 
selectboai·d discussed the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
District's proposal to include 
town officials more directly in 
the district's budget making 
process. Summing up after the 
meeting, administrative assistant 
Tracy Rogers said, "We still 
don't feel like we're being 
included. It feels like we are 
invited to sit in on a public 
meeting, and listen, but not be 
part of the dialogue." 

The board considered a 
request from a resident of West 
Gill Road to place a deer 
crossing sign near a spot where a 
deer had been killed in a 
collision last year. The resident 
said deer tracks are evident in the 
same location this year. The 
boai·d was amenable to the idea 
only if the highway department 
has a deer crossing sign 
available, since Gill cannot 
afford to purchase a new sign. 
(Or, if the folks who have been 
stealing road signs in recent 
years have one that says 'Deer 
Crossing', maybe they could 
give it back.) 

The Depaitment of Revenue 
has ce1tified the tax rate for Gill 
at $13. 02 per thousand, one 
penny less than what town hall 
had estimated prior to the 

ove1ride vote on January 1■■"" 
6th. !1J 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

The Best Way to Avoid a Heart Attack or Stroke 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. In your col­
umn, I've read lots of tips for tak­
ing care of your heart. They all 
sound good, but what do they 
really do to e,xtend your life? 

This may be the best question 
I've been asked. It led me to a 
calculator that tells you what 
your odds are of having a heart 
attack in the next ten years. The 
calculator is for adults 20 or over 
who do not have heart disease or 
diabetes. You can find this calcu­
lator online at: hp2010.nhlbi­
hin net/a:tpiii/cakulator.asp?user­
type=prof 

The risk-assessment tool is 
based upon the Framingham 

Heart Study, a joint project of the 
National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute and Boston University, 
begun in 1948. 

The researchers recruited men 
and women between the ages of 
30 and 62 from the town of 
Framingham, Massachusetts, and 
began extensive physical exami­
nations and lifestyle inte1views 
they would later analyze. 

The calculator asks seven 
questions: your age, gender, total 
cholesterol, HDL level, whether 
you smoke, systolic blood pres­
sure (the first number), and 
whether you are taking medica­
tion for blood pressure. You plug 
in your numbers and the calcula­
tor generates your odds as a per­
centage. 

I experimented with this risk­
assessment tool. The results were 
smprising to me. 

I started out with this profile: 
Age 65 I Gender Male / Total 
Cholesterol 200 / HDL 40 / 

"With the patch, 
I didn't have to 

Smoker? No /Systolic Blood 
Pressure 120 / Blood Pressure 
Medication? No. 

The odds of having a heart 
attack in the next decade? 13 per­
cent. 

Then I changed the age from 
65 to 75. All the other answers 
were the same. The odds 
increased to 18 percent. 

Next, I changed only the gen­
der from male to female. The 
odds pllllllilleted to 3 percent. 

Then I dropped only the total 
cholesterol from 200 down to 
150. The odds were 10 percent. 

I raised the HDLnumber from 
40 to 60. This changed the odds 
to 9 percent. 

Next, I became a smoker. 
Again all other answers were the 
same. The risk level was 16 per­
cent - only a 3 percent increase 
over a non-smoker. 

I dropped the systolic pressure 
from 120 to 100, and the odds 
came out 10 percent. 

quit smoking alone." 

If you're ready to quit smoking, here's some great news. 
Right now you can get 2 weeks of nicotine patches, FREE, 
to get you started. Just call 1-800-Try-To-Stop for the details. 

Quitting isn't easy. But people who use medicines like the 
patch and get support are twice as likely to quit as those who 
go cold turkey. Now you don't have to fight cigarettes alone. 

FREE NICOTINE PATCHES 
1-800-Try-To-Stop 

Katrina Bergman 
quit smoking 
2 years ago. 

I then changed only the blood percent. Or, looking at it from a 
pressure medication response different angle, this man has 
from No to Yes. The odds went about a 7-out-of-10 chance of not 
up from 13 to 16 percent. 

For one last test, I used this 
profile: Age 65 / Gender Male/ 
Total Cholesterol 300 / HDL 20 / 
Smoker? Yes / Systolic Blood 
Pressure 180 / Blood Pressure 
Medication? Yes. 

The odds were greater than 30 

having a heait attack. Gee, throw 
a ribeye on the grill, please. 

This reseai·ch led me to one 
conclusion: the best thing you 
can do for your health is to be a 
female. 
If you have a question, please 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

Montague Community Television Training Schedule 
All classes located at the MCTV studio, 34 2nd Street, Tmners 

Falls, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Class are free to residents of (and peo­
ple who work in) Montague, Eiving and Gill. For more information, 
call the station at: 413-863-9200, or email robin@montaguetv.org 

Multi-Camera Production Using the Sony Anycast 
Monday, Febrruuy 2nd and Wednesday, Februaiy 4th 
Directing a Multi-Camera Production 
Monday, Februaiy 9th and Wednesday, Febnuuy 11th 
Introduction to Editing with Final Cut Pro 
Monday, Februaiy 23rd and Wednesday, Februa1y 25th 
Intermediate Editing 
Mondays, Mai·ch 2nd and 9th; Wednesdays, March 4th and 11th 
Graphics for Video 
Monday, March 23rd and Wednesday, March 25th 

Franklin County and North Quabbin 
residents only. Medical restrictions apply. 
Offer good through February 28, 2009. 

~ S,,~°"' ~ tho """"'""'' °''""'"' • Po'< H~IO ~ ,\J e: in collaboration with the Community Coalition for Teens, 
\~J e;; A Program of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments 
~-;;,., 

FIGHT4YOURLIFE. 
OUIT NOW. 

Pe.ts ... 

and 

Thei•• 
People! 

44 Deerfteld St./Rte. 5 &. 10, 7 7 4, 7 3 4 6 Pet Groomoog 
Grttnf,eld by Appointment 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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JEP'S PLACE: Part CVII 
Life Changes 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - I was happy to have 
Irene living at home after her 
long convalescence. We got 
along very well and we also both 
got along well with Emmy, too. 
Irene and Emmy had an 
especially close relationship 
after the two of them had nearly 
drowned one winter when they 
had fallen through the ice while 
skating. But I would soon lose 
Irene, as she felt compelled to 
leave home, even as Emmy had. 
And it was all over chickens. 

The September after Irene's 
year off to take care of the 
chickens ended, Irene got 
dressed for school. "Where do 
you think you're going?" Pa 

demanded. 
Irene looked scared. "I'm 

going back to school like you 
promised." 

He did his best to persuade 
Irene to drop out for good. He 
tried cajoling and bribing her, 
though he'd already reneged on 
his promise to buy her May 
Lambe1t's Model A Ford. Irene 
could not be swayed in her 
detennination to finish high 
school. She went up to the 
comer and caught the bus. 

Pa was hostile toward Irene 
after that, and she soon left 
home. She got a patt time job at 
Liggett's dmgstore, and moved 
in with Maty, Ma's daughter by 
her first husband, our half sister, 
who was now mat11ed. I was 
happy to see Irene pursue her 
dream, but I was sad to see her 
leave. 

One of the last moments we 
shat·ed together at the farm was 
dishea1tening. Ma announced 
that she had some wonderful 
news. "This is for Irene, only," 
she said, tmable to conceal her 
utter delight. "But you might as 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 863-8666. FAX 863-3050 
BUSINESS FOR SALE • Plow Frau & Bow Carpentry and home repairs. Custom shelves 
Wow is a VERY successful "clean-out, a specialty. Call David. (413) 863-9296. 
hauling. and snow plowing· business. 
Community oriented. environmentally friendly. 
FUN. interesting. and unique. Please call Sita 
for details (413) 834-7569. 

HOBBY SHOP • Inventory for sale: Bird 
Houses. Whirly Birds. Jelly Cabinets. Towel 
Holders. Quartz Clocks. Napkin Holders. 7 
Meadow Drive. Riverside. Gill. Call Charles 
Shebeli. 413-863-2465 

CARPENTRY • No Job Too Small • General 

LARGE SUNLIT ARTIST(S) STUDIO• 
Approximately 600 square feet w/bathroom. 
utilities included. $450/month. 24 Third 
Street, T umers. Images at 
www.thebrickhouseinc.org. 413-S63-9576 

WANT TO BUY· Cash paid for older guitars. 
banjos and mandolins. also tube-type guitar 
amplifiers. any condition. Call anytime 413-
335• 1634. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POUCE LOG 
Prowler Investigated 

Sunday, 1/11 
3 20 p.m. Identity theft and larceny report 
taken from Franklin Road residenl 
Monday, 1/12 
120 p.m. Breaking & Entering and 
larceny report at an Oak Street 
residence. Subject identified, under 
investigation. Charges to follow. 
155 p.m. Two vehide accident at Main 
Road and French King Highway. 
845 p.m. Report of stranded motorist on 
Boyle Road, checked same, all set 
Tuesday, 1/13 
1 31 p.m. Report of an intruder inside a 
French King Highway residence. 
Checked - all o.k., no one presenl 
7 40 p.m. Report of a prowler at a French 

King Highway residence. Responded, 
no one present upon arrival. 
Thursday, 1 /15 
11 :45 a.m. Report of a suspicious van on 
Green Hill Road. Checked area, unable 
to locate. 
Saturday, 1/17 
8:39 p.m. Assisted Bernardston police 
with a group of youths on Keets Brook 
Road. 
Monday, 1/19 
8:35 a.m. Report of a deceased deer on 
Walnut Street Highway department 
notified to remove same. 
4:25 p.m. Report of a damaged mailbox 
on Bickford Road. 
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well hear it, too. The doctor says 
I have the change of life and I 
can't have any more children! 
Isn't that wonderful?" 

"Yeah, I guess it is, Ma," 
Irene said. 

Ma didn't seem to sense our 
feelings of guilt, dismay - and 
rejection. She'd always been so 
happy when Johnny came to 
visit that we thought her feelings 
covered us, too. Her being so 
elated at not having any more of 
us came as a jolt. 

Whenever Ma got word that 
Johnny was coming to visit, 
she'd bustle about getting ready. 
She'd prepat·e sweet potatoes for 
him and him alone. She'd put on 
a clean dress and set the house in 

I thought some of that love 
extended to us. I hadn't expected 
any ofus to bring her that much 
joy, but it hit me like a punch in 
the stomach that we were so 
unwanted - that we had 
burdened her like a dozen 
kittens dragging at a mother c.at, 
though I'm sure we had. 

Though I knew that she'd 
been having babies for decades, 
ever since she was a teenager, 
and she had to work hat·d, I 
wanted to hear her say she loved 
us just the same - that we 
brought her happiness like the 
fainily in Cheaper by the Dozen. 
I wanted to hear her say she was 
sad she couldn't have any more 
children to love and that she was 
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want to mn away, to hide 
somewhere and c1y. I envied 
Irene and wished I could leave 
home, too. 

It was lonely at the fann with 
both Irene and Emmy gone. I 
missed the times Irene and I 
worked together doing farm 
chores or planned birthday 
patties when Pa and Ma would 
be away - the way she'd bake a 
cake, decorate it and invite kids 
for a quick biithday patty, then 
clean up before our folks got 
home, the way Emmy had done 
before. It was nice to know that 
someone cared. 

- Continued Next Week 

For this 1veek 's M CTV 
order for the big day. It was as if sad to have that time end. Seeing programming, please go to: 
she were expecting the Dalai her so happy at not being able to 
Lama. bear any more children made me 1v1v1v.montaguema.net 

HOUSING REHABD..ITATION PROGRAM 
The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority (HRA) is currently applying for funding for the Towns of 
Bernardston, Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, Heath, Leverett, 
Montague, Rowe, Orange, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Warwick & 
Whately. At this time we are establishing a waiting list for each town. 

Income eligible applicants who qualify for a full-deferred 
payment loan will be able to borrow up to $30,000.00. This is a 0% 
interest, deferred payment loan, the loan is secured by a lien placed 
on your property, and the loan is due when you sell or transfer the 
property. 

The goal of this program is to enable low to moderate-income 
homeowners to bring their homes into code compliance, handicap 
accessibility, do needed repairs and weatherize their homes. 

Homeowners must have an annual gross income equal to or 
less than the following amounts: 

# In Household 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Gross Annual Income 
$41,450.00 
$47,350.00 
$53,300.00 
$59,200.00 
$63,950.00 
$68,650.00 
$73,400.00 
$78,150.00 

If you are interested in applying for the Housing Rehab program 
please call Charity Day @ (413) 863-9781 ext. 132 or email at 
cday@fchra.org 

=-~~~ 

Sharon Cottrell 
Proptrty Manager 

~ .. •ILJ-. --- ___ B_o_B_AN_o_E=-R_s_o_N_ ~~ siil#s Rip,,m,laliw 
"-·······--·-••,1 

~ ... A. sumptuo~; ......... . 

1K 
HallKeen 
Real EstaJe Management and Investment 
Power Town Aparunents 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box 48 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Tel: 413.863.9433 
TIY: i00.439.0183 
Email: luptown@verizon.net 

Good Dirt F otter_y 
Studio 

C!aiy o~ Good Dort 
,s Main Street, Montague 

+1,-,61-or,, 
www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

( 413) 773-3678 
FAX (413) 774-5746 

-~~-~•-·-' 
r HEATING & COOUNG 

123 Avenue A • Turners Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

ilYORK 413-863-2295 ~M<. 
lil'a llfll• ..... ~. Ccuni Air· ~facre 

allay of silk, heirloom whites, velveteen, 
rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. 

Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & scarves. 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
.. 125 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05501 1• 

( www.delectablemountc:aln.com \ 
\.. please visit our website or the store for even more .,./ 

··············•• ........... ~~.~~) 257·4.~~~························. 
~· • 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

Come sit 
by the fire! 

Route 2 • Gill 
413-863-8210 

BERKSHIRE 
BREWING BEER 
Now AVAILABLE 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17th 
Recycle, Reuse, Reduce: It's 
Funt Great Falls Discovery 
Center, T umers Falls. Join edu­
cator Rachel Roberts for a free 
children's workshop reusing 
recyclables into fun activities. 
Recycled Games & Toys is 
geared for school-aged chil­
dren, fun for all1 10 to 11 a.m. 
Register at Green Fields Market 
or contact Rachel Roberts at 
robertsrml@verizon.net or 774-
7290. Sponsored by Franklin 
Community Cooperative. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Smith, piano, Heather 
Strizalkowski, flute, & 
Mary Brown Bonacci, 
voice at 3 p.m. The 
Interfaith Council of 
Franklin County sponsors i this benefit for the Heifer 

~ Project International and 
;:1 Traprock Center for 
~ Peace & Justice. 
g 
8 

~ 
Montague Grange, 
Montague Center: 

Family-style contra 
dancing with caller 
Brendan Taaffe & 
friends. $4/person 
or $10-15/family 4 
to 6 p.m. Info: (413) 
367-9608. 

Montague Book Mill, 
Montague Center: 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22nd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry 
Kopp. Country and city blues 
guitar w/vocals, 9 to 11 pm 

Tim Van Egmond's tmditwnal songs and sflJms of nature in winter, Native 
American ltgmd.r of wl?J seasons change and how bears came 1IJ hibmiate. 5 ing 

along on the choruses. Saturdq;; Jan11ary 31st at Nortijield Mountain 
Recreation & Environmental Center. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,jrtt. 

Free Films For The 
Frozen. 7 p.m., 
Strictly Ballroom. 
Written and directed 
by Baz Luhrman, 
1992. Will Scott and 
Fran dance their 
own steps at the 
Australian Pan 
Pacific Ballroom 
Confederation 
Championship and 

At the Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Southern Hemisphere Wine 
Tasting, call for Reservations. 

Jau at DiPaolo's, 166 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls: solo guitarist Karl Rush, 
6:30 - 9:30. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23rd 
Introduction to Snowshoeing for 
Seniors at Northfield Mountain. 9 to 
11 :30 a.m. For ages 50 and older. $5/ 
$17 w/snowshoe rentals. Pre-registra­
tion required, call 800-859-2960. 

Family Fun Night at Unity Park 
Fieldhouse, Turners Falls: Checkers 
Tournament theme night, table tennis 
and other board games available too. 
Music, raffles, and refreshments will be 
provided. 6:30 to 8 p.m. 2/6 - Yahtzee 
Tournament, 3/6 - Family Bingo. $5 
donation to support MPRD programs. 

Science & Nature Poetry & Prose 
Open Mic at the Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls. Featuring Paul 
Richmond, 7 p m. Bring along your 
own work or read something by your 

favorite poet or science writer. We ask 
only that the topic have something to 
do with nature or any of the sciences. 
Dead seriousness is welcome but not 
required. Light refreshments available. 
Info. call (413) 863-3221, ext. 3. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics. 50's 
and 60's Rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rusty Belle & Friends, $5 cover. 

Lantern Hill House Concerts Presents: 
The Steve Crow Acoustic Trio. Pot luck 
at 6 p.m. Music at 7 p.m. 21 Plain Rd, 
Wendell. $12 donation at the door 
which goes to the performers. 
Reservations & info: toddmuller@hot­
mail.com or (978) 544 7040. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 23rd to 25th 
The Peoples Music Network: Songs of 
Freedom and Struggle Winter 
Gathering, Greenfield High School. 
Concert on 1/23, 7 pm. Tickets $25. 
Featuring: Tom Paxton; David Rovics; 
Tom Neilson, accompanied by Kat 
Allen and Derrik Jordan; Charlie King, 
with Karen Brandow and Pat & Tex 
LaMountain; Amandla Chorus; Bess 
Hepner; Josh Wolfsun; the Raging 
Grannies; Sarah Pirtle's Journey Camp 
chorus & David Kaynor's Band. 
www.peoplesmusic.org Whole week­
end ($125-200) includes music work­
shops, round robin, songs of the spirit, 
meals and more. Info: (413) 548-9394. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Thaddeus Hands, 
Rock Fusion. Enjoy the great sound of 
Josh Powers, Sam King & Thadryan 
Sweeney,.9 to 11 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Unfulfilled Desires, jau, funk, fusion, 
$3 cover. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25th 
Music for a Just & Peaceful World, 
music & readings at St. James 
Episcopal Church, Greenfield. 
Features Lillian Buss Pearson & Curtis 

prove the authorities 
wrong when they say, "There are no 
new steps1" 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Moonstruck. 
Acoustic Duo, 8 to 10 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Cabaret de Rendee-voo, Open Mic, 8 
p.m., no cover. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 26th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, A 
Night of Spoken Word. Open mic at 7 
p.m. Guest Readers from 8 to 10 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27th 
Volunteer orientation and training ses­
sion for anyone interested in donating 
their time and energy to CISA. Help 
with general office work, community 
outreach activities, and committee 
work. Info: www.buylocalfood.org. 
Volunteer Orientation at 6:30 p.m. 
Light refreshments. Community 
Outreach Volunteer Training, 7:30 p m. 
in South Deerfield. 

Undergrowth Farm presents, Harlan 
County USA, the 1976 Academy Award 
winning film documenting a grueling 
coal miners's strike in a small Kentucky 
town. Film will be followed by clips and 
commentary on current day struggles 
against mountain top removal in 
Appalachia. At The Brick House, 
Turners Falls. 7 p.m. Free. 
Refreshments provided by Green 
Fields Market. Donations to the Hot 
Spot teen center gratefully accepted. 
This event is part of the film series, 
Movements for Self-Determination. 

How to Start a Common Good Bank in 
Your Community a multimedia presen­
tation, a new kind of community sav­
ings bank, designed expressly for eco­
nomic justice, sustainability and strong 
local economies, independent of the 
dollar. Info commongoodbank.com or 
call (413) 628-3336. At Dickinson 
Memorial Library, Northfield, 6:45 p.m .. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

Montague Phantom Brain Exchange, 
$5 cover, 9 p m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29th 
How to Start a Common Good Bank in 
Your Community a multimedia presen­
tation, a new kind of community sav­
ings bank, designed expressly for eco­
nomic justice, sustainability and strong 
local economies, independent of the 
dollar. Info: commongoodbank.com or 
call (413) 628-3336. At Warwick Public 
Library, 6:45 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Montague Reporter Benefit w/ live 
music, skits and more. Suggested 
donation to benefit the paper' 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Radio Free Earth, 
crossover music performed by Kim & 
Josh Wachtel, 8 to 10 pm. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30th 
Communities That Care Coalition 
meeting 11 to 1 p.m. (with lunch 
served). Anyone interested in hearing 
about the Coalition's work is encour­
aged to attend. Please RSVP to 
pprunuske@communityaction.us or 
(413) 774-7028 x657. 

At the Brick House, Turners Falls: 
Open Mic Night 7 to 9 p.m. First Open 
Mic in the renovated space' 

Deja Brew, Wendell Nexus. Dancing 
tends to break out when this group 
gets going. Harmonic, eclectic 
rock/alternative, 9 t0 11 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Eric 
Hnatow and guests, $3 cover. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31st 
Cabin Fever Music and Storytelling 
with Tim Van Egmond for all ages at 
Northfield Mountain Recreation and 
Environmental Center. Cozy up with 
family and friends in our heated yurt 
and be enchanted. Van Egmond will 
accompany himself on a wide variety 
of traditional instruments, including 
mountain dulcimer, hammered dul­
cimer, guitar, mouthbow, and limber­
jack. Free, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

G 

Ill §PIT [HI CHIii 
MONDAYS - Dro~n. 3 - 6 pm 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 - 6 pm 

THURS - Dro~n, 3 - 6 pm. 
& Movie Night, 6 - 8 pm 

Free (exrept some trips), open to local 
kens. Some req11irt permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titird Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 

e 
GREENAELD 

«;-4.1)1)~,-. 
CINEMAS 

Main St. Greenfield. MA 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 
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Friday, January 23rd - Thurs., January 29th 
1. PAULBLART: MALL COP 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 PG 
FRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
2. i\filK R DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
3. THE CURIOUS CASE OF BEN­
JAMIN BUTI'ON DAILY 8:30 PG13 
3. HOTEL FOR DOGS DAILY 6:30 
FRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 PG 
4. GRAN TORINO DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 PG 
5. MY BLOODY VALETINE R 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. DOUBT PG 13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. UNDER.WORLD 3: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS R DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

I 
I Draft 
ffi Beer Fine Wine Food I 
I Friday, 1/23, 9 - 11 p.m. 
~ 50's & 60's Rock'n Roll: 1k ~de, 
i Saturday, 1/24, 9 - 11 p.m. 
ffi Rock Fussion: lhadd~ Hand, I Sunday, 1/25, 8 - 10 p.m. 
~ Acoustic Duo: Moo~c.k 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: m Monday, 1/26, 7 - 10 p.m. 
Blame It On Tina, $3 cover. I Poetry Night: AD Small Cap, 

G 

; 978-544-BREW 
THROUGH JANUARY 31st ~ 57 A Lockes Village Road 
Landscapes and Nature Art Exhibit by ~ Next to the Wendell Country-Store 

Thomas L. Stratford in the Great Hall of ~ 
the Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1st 
Montague Book Mill, Montague Center: 
Free Films For The Frozen. 7 p.m., 
Ninotchka. Written by Charles 
Brackett, Billy Wilder and Walter 
Reisch; directed by Ernst Lubitsch, 
1939. Greta Garbo & Melvyn Douglas. 
Completely politically incorrect and 
completely wonderful. A 1939 classic. 

THROUGH MARCH 29th 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography New Orleans photogra­
pher Josephine Sacabo, featured in 
Gallery 56, displays work from three 
distinct projects on exhibit; "A 
Geometry of Echoes," "The Nocturnes· 
and, "El Mundo lnalcanzable De 
Susana San Juan." 
Also on display work by Susan Bozic: 
The Dating Portfolio in Gallery 56. 
Artists' Receptions and talks will be 
February 7th. Regular museum hours 
are Thurs-Sun, 1 to 5 p.m. 

FRI: 1/23 I 9:30PM I $5 
Rusty Belle & Friends 

SAT: 1/24 I 8:30PM I FREE 
Unfulfilled Desires· Funk from 
Lennox 

SUN: 1/2518:00PM I FREE 
Cabaret de Rendee-voo OPEN MIC 

GRILLED RABBIT SAUSAGE w. 
Canellini Beans in a Garlic Red 
Wine Reduction 

78 TIIRD STREET 
TUIIIIIIS HI.LS, Ml 
IIEIDEZVGUSTFIII.ClN 
TEL:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPINNGIL . 
-~:.::;.i""1'1'.:'.°7 ,J:-. 

411 Main Road ·; • 
Gill, MA 01354 

413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8 - 7. 
Fresh milk, farmstead cheeses, eggs, and butter. 

Also selling Gill trash sticker-s and the Montague Repor·ter-. 

Pick-your-own fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally. 

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE 
Home Repairs & Weatherization 

TODD MULLER 
978-544-7040 

"One Call Does It Alf' 

Serving the entire 
Montague Reporter 

readership area HIC# 149347 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

30 Montague St. ~ 
TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
cruise. travel@verizon.net 
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West Along the River 
Snow Owl Vision 

sum of$9.95, a dollar 
a pound by simple 
calculation, but it 
sealed my fate as a 
naturalist, and locked 
the Snowy Owl and 
me into mutual des­
tiny. 

The illustrations 
were by Louis 
Agassiz Fuertes, and 
the 300 page book 
was filled with nan-a­
tive and folklore, fea­
tures that one no 
longer finds in bird 
guides, and it linked 
me with stories of the 

Sno11:J Owl Illustration i?J, Louis Agassiz Fuertes Snowy Owl going 

BY DAVID BRULE back to the 1870s. T. Gilbe1t 
MILLERS FALLS - Maybe it Pearson had collected the folk 
all started when, as a 12-year-old, names of all the birds, names that 
I had taken to haunting the frozen would have been lost forever but 
river bank of the Connecticut for his recording of them. He 
along the place we call the wrote that my owl had other 
Nairnws. In those yeai·s, it seems names: Great White Owl, famine 
the winters were cold, long, and Owl, Arctic Owl, Haifang, and 
darker than they ai·e now. And for the name given by Native 
me in those days, the Connecticut Americans, Wapacuthu. 
River was the gateway to the He wrote of the Snowy Owl: 
Arctic. "The long days in summer where 

The river always froze solid, a this owl breeds make its habits 
white expanse of snow ai1d ice, chiefly diurnal. This fact has 
jagged chunks of frozen ridge been discovered too late by many 
sticking up from time to time, a crow engaged with his brethren 
stretching from the Nanows to in the pleasing diversion ofmob­
the French King Bridge, and bing the big white specter sitting 
beyond to the n01th. I loved being on a limb motionless, and pre­
out in the winter already by then, sumably blind, because obvious­
when I felt like a solita1y explor- ly an owl. For let one of the tor­
er on the edge of an ice sheet gla- mentors come near enough and 
cier of a river that extended up to the ghost suddenly launches out 
Hudson Bay. Never mind that the on strong silent wings, the great 
geography was a bit off, as I talons strike and close, ai1d there 
found out later. is a crow who would have been 

wiser but for the circumstance 
that he is ve1y dead." 

Now that's writing you don't 
see in bird books anymore! All I 
knew is that I needed to see a 
Wapacuthu for myself. 

I finally got my first chance 
yeai-s later, around 1978, when I 
discovered tl1e frozen tundra con­
ditions of Salisbmy and Plum 
Island in Febmaiy. Ahai·dy group 
of us, a loose-knit band that 
formed the now-defunct Norman 
Bird Club, organized a field trip 
to the coast in search of winter 
wildlife. The conditions were 
Arctic-like, with biting penetrat-

upon them, three of them, out on 
the frozen chaos of an ice­
clogged estuaiy, at home and 
busy catching voles, mice (and 
I'm thinking maybe lemmings)! 

The rest of the day went by in 
a frozen blur, new life birds 
turned up, but how could we tell? 
Chilled to the bone, finge1-s blue 
and numb, our birds appeared as 
vague images in shaking binocu­
lai-s through wind-teared eyes, 
and they just wouldn't hold still 
what for the trembling we had 
from the cold. 

Back home that night, after 
thawing out, I was on the phone 
rounding up members of the 
coming Snowy Owl expedition. 
My immediate family took no 
convincing, all of us eager to see 
this fabled bird. Back down to the 
coast within days we went, and 
sure enough, the Owls were 
there, and we watched them to 
our hea1t's content, from inside 
the car. 

At one point, there came a 
knock on our fogged up window 
and I heard a voice with a slight­
ly British accent, or was it a 
No1th Shore patrician accent with 
British undertones saying, "I say, 
have you seen the Ross's Gull?" 

We allowed as we hadn't and 
asked what to look for. He stated 
it was an all-white gull with a 
slightly rosy hue, a ve1y special 
bird indeed. We responded, 
"Well, have you seen the Snowy 
Owls?" feeling the Owls were 
eveiy bit as impressive as some 
gull. He stepped back a bit sur­
prised by tl1e intensity and level 
of entl1usiasm and triumph over 
our owls find. He shmgged and 
disappeared into the Salisbmy 
wind ai1d we went back to exalt­
ing over owls. 

Later that week, Time 
Magazine cairied ai1 aiticle about 
the "Ross's Gull Riot" in 
Newbmyport hai·bor. It seems 
that the Ross's Gull was a 
vagrant from the Bei'ing Straits 
off Alaska, never before seen in 
the lower 48, and tl1at eve1y half­
mad bird listing life-lister had 
come from all over tl1e US to see 
the bird. Even the great Roger 
T01y Peterson had hauled himself 
out of retirement to join the 

Daily I scmtinized ice, pray­
ing for the appearance of a great 
white bird to come winging out 
of the n01th. I needed to see a 
Snowy Owl, the ve1y spirit of our 
n01thern winter. By the end of 
those winter afternoons spent 
exploring the Arctic wasteland 
just off Carlisle Avenue, I had 
one advantage that Byrd ai1d 
Pea1y never had in their quest for 
the No1th Pole. I could nudge 
home through the snow at dai·k, 
and settle into a nice comfo1table 
chair in a cozy home, and read 
until bedtime when my parents 
tucked me into bed. So much for 
the intrepid Nordic explorer! 

Maybe, too, the quest became 
all the more acute when on 
Christmas Eve in '57 my grai1d­
parents Abe and Hannah gave me 
a massive book weighing almost 
ten pounds, one pound for each 
of my years at the time! The book 
was called the Birds of America 
by T. Gilbert Peru-son, published 
in 1917. They had bought the 
book at Wilson's for the huge 
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winds, 
frozen 
sea ice, 
seals, 
g u 1 1 s 
and ... 
Snowy 
0 w 1 s ! 
Finally! 
We just 
c a m e 
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throng in the Newburyp01t coal 
yai·ds where by then had fo1med 
a tiue aimy, bristling with tele­
scopes and caineras, scmtinizing 
eve1y tawdiy mundane sea gull 
in search of the elegant Ross's. 

Even then, we didn't cai·e. We 
were feeling pretty superior with 
our Owl. 

But I was to have one more 
Snow Owl adventure, just a few 
yeai-s ago. I got a call one dark 
mid-December afternoon from 
Betty Waidlich who told me tl1ere 
was a lai·ge white owl sitting on 
the rocky point that juts out into 
the river at Cabot Camp, where 
the Millers meets the 
Connecticut. My totem bird had 
finally come to me ai1d was wait­
ing just a few minutes downriver. 

And indeed, there he was, sit­
ting upright on the point. He must 
have winged his way down from 
the far north, just as I had always 
imagined, a white specter float­
ing down, passing under the great 
bridge, ai1d resting now on the 
promontory. We approached him 
slowly; he seemed to pay no 
mind. We stayed at least 50 yai·ds 
away, got our fill of snowy owl 
impressions and turned slowly 
away to leave him in peace, 
when, just then, he toppled off 
the rock and lay motionless on a 

ridge above the water. 
We ran up to him in a flash, he 

was in a deep swoon, witl1 no 
strength left. I cradled him in my 
aims, his fierce yellow eyes 
opened ai1d looked into mine, his 
huge black talons tried to clutch 
my aim briefly, and his white 
head sagged, giving up tl1e ghost. 
This wasn't the way it was sup­
posed to happen. This wasn't 
what I'd been waiting a lifetime 
for. 

We cairied his body reverent­
ly back to the cai·. Later, I called 
Carolyn Boardman to see what 
she could tell me. She was the 
local expeit on raptors and the 
Ba1ton Cove eagles, and a friend. 
More than likely, she said, the 
owl had come down the river, 
di'iven south by the lack of food, 
had probably made it to the con­
fluence, on the point of death by 
staivation. Nothing more to be 
said, otl1er than that it was illegal 
to have this bird in my posses­
sion. 

The ground was by then 
frozen, and having no alternative, 
it spent the rest of the winter in 
the freezer in the kitchen. When 
spring finally an'ived, we bm'ied 
the owl below the house, along 
the river, stai1ding up, its great 
white head facing 1101th. 
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