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Seven Towns to Read 
Dust Bowl Memoir 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
LEVERETT - Last year, Leverett librar
ian Linda Wentwo1th asked the librarians 
from six sunounding towns if they would 
like to get together for lunch at the 
Leverett Village Coop once a month to 
share ideas and suppo1t each other in 
their work. Out of these monthly meet
ings came the idea to have all seven 
towns 'get on the same page' by reading 
the same book, participating in one large 
southeastern Franklin County 'communi
ty read' with discussion groups, films and 
guest lectures centered around the chosen 
title. That proposal, offered by 
Sunderland librarian Sharon Shany, was 
received enthusiastically by the rest of 
the lunch club: Sara Woodbmy of the 
Tilton Library in Deerfield, Sue San 
Soucie of the Carnegie Libra1y in Turners 
Falls, Diana Smith of the New Salem 
libraiy, Mruy Alllle Antonellis of the 
Shutesbury librruy, and Rose Heidkamp 
of the Wendell Free Library. Tmns out, 
with that many paiticipating librarians, 
the only difficult task was choosing the 
book to read. 

Here's how it all got started. 

Susan kae ra 
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Five yeai·s ago, Heidkrunp had been 
hearing about community reads in cities 
around the count:Iy. "We read about it 
first in the Boston Globe, and then we 
were hearing about the idea in libra1y cir
cles. It was catching on like wildfire, but 
it was mostly in the big cities. So I 
thought, why couldn't we do that in a 
rmal town, like Wendell?" 

Dave IIescavidl cleans tile plate glass on the [n:x::ker Baik Hu1lding In preparatim fa- tllis weekerds' 
grard o~nlng of the new gallenj of ttE :11allmffk MusB.Jm of [ontemJXfillJ i~otogrcµ-lj on Avenue A 

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-
LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS - It's 
taken nearly six months and 
countless hours of design, 
const:Iuction and preparation, 
but as of this weekend the 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contempora1y Photography 
has expanded across the 
Avenue to an additional loca-

tion, in the Crocker Building 
at Second Street and Avenue 
A. The elegant new interior -
2,300 square feet, with 
approximately 350 linear feet 
of exhibit space - consists of 
three galleries, an exhibit 
preparation ai·ea, a confer
ence room, and a small pho
tography bookshop. 

George Rosa III, the 

museum's founder and presi
dent, could not be more 
thrilled. "This unde1taking is 
one of the most exciting and 
rewarding ventures of my 
life. It allows me to give even 
greater recognition to the 
importru1t role that photogra
phy and photographers play 
in our daily lives. And, I 
believe it will be good for the 

greaterTumers Falls commu
nity that has been so kind to 
me for so many years." 

Paul Turnbull, the muse
um's executive director, is 
also delighted. "Our addi
tional location, situated at the 
gateway to Turners Falls, 
announces 'Welcome to a 

see MUSEUM pg 9 

Heidkamp said the idea for tiying to 
get as many people as possible in one 
locality reading the same book at the 
same time came from Seattle librru·ian 
and author Nancy Peru·!, who Heidkamp 
called "the first librarian to have an 
action figure modeled after her," (press a 
button on her back and she raises a finger see REA.D pg 8 
to her lips to shush you). It was Pearl's 

Prospect Street Bridge Replacement Nears 

Front Row (L to R): Sharon Sharry, Sunderland Public Library; Susan 
SanS oucie, Montague Public Libraries. Back Row (L to R): Mary Anne 

Antonellis, Spear i\1emorial Library, Shutesbury; Linda Wentworth, Leverett 
Library; Rosie Heidkamp, Wendell Free Library; Sam Woodbury, Tilton 
Library, Dee,jield. Not Sho111n: Diana Smith, New Salem Public Library 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
the last day of December, at 
about 7:30 in the rooming, 
Barbara Shamo, of 54 
Prospect St:I·eet, was t:Iying 
to get to her job at 
Greenfield Savings Bank in 
a snowstonn. The town 
plow had recently come up 
Unity Street and left a 
windrow blocking the exit 
from the Jersey bai1·icade 
alley that has served as the 
only way in or out of that 
end of Prospect Street for 
the last many years. 
Blocked from going for
wai·d, Shamo found she was 
also unable to back up in the 
nrurnw space. With the snow still falling thick
ly, she tmned to a neighbor for help getting out, 
but the neighbor, Chris Sawyer Laucanno, was 

the Prospect Street Bridge 

unable to get her car out of the drifted snow, and 
injmed his back in the process of shoveling and 

see BRIDGE pg 11 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Lucky Boy 

Big Guy 
My name is Big Guy and I 

feel in my bones that I am a 
lucky boy! A few weeks ago, 
when I was a stray alone in the 
freezing cold, I had a dream that 
a person came up to me, put a 
collar around my neck, and 
brought me to a wa1m home full 
of toys, catnip, and a lap where 
I was always welcomed. 
Suddenly here I am, in a shelter. 
and I know that I will be adopt
ed by the kindest, most loving 
person. I am an FIV+ cat, which 
mainly means that I need a sta
ble home, a good diet, and 
someone just to keep an eye on 
my health. With your good care, 
I will be a healthy boy who will 
be a joy in your home for years 
and years to come! For info1ma
tion on adopting me, contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society, (413) 548-9898 or 
I everett@dpvhs.org. 

You Need a Hair Cuti 
Ed's 

Barber 
Shop 

look better, 
feel better! 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KariAnn 

"54 Yeat:r on the Ave" 

NANCY L. DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

it1 

Buying and selnng ustd books 

32 BRIOG£ STREET, 2ND f"'LQOf;i 
SHELBURN£ FALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 
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August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 
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Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
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WENDEll llBRARY NEWS 
The Magic of Origami 

An Introduction to Japanese paper a1t fo1ms as paiticipants 
Paper folding with Luc Bodin skills grow. This origami session 
and Kim Bodin Wey! -------- will cover six different 
on Saturday, Januaiy origami figures and 
19th, 10 a.m. to noon leave participants with 
at the Wendell the basics to continue 
Library. on on their own. It 

This is the second will be co-lead by 
in an occasional series offered Lt1c's adult son Kim, who Luc 
by Luc at the Wendell Libra1y says, exceeds him in origaini 
called "Paper Pleasures". Luc skills. Paper provided. Bring a 
has a passion for many paper crisp dollar bill to make a bow 
aits and wants to shai·e it with tie. The workshop is intended 
you. Over time his workshops for adults, teens and children 
will tackle more challenging accompanied by adults, free. 

MONTAGUE LIBRARIES NEWS 
Snow Globe Making 

On Saturday, Januaiy 26th, at 
10:30 am., the Cainegie Library 
in Tumers Falls will be offering 
a children's program on Snow 
Globe Making. Ruth O'Mara, 
children's programmer at the 
libraiy, will be showing children 
how to create a wintiy scene in a 
small jai·. Children of all ages 
can make a snow globe out of a 

vai·iety of materials including 
glitter, small figurines and a 
small glass jar. Parents and other 
caregivers ai·e welcome to come 
and help create a special snow 
globe. This is a free program. 

For more infonnation, con
tact the Cainegie Libraiy at 863-
3214. 

Call tor Iraq Moratorium 
On Friday, Januai·y 18th 

peace groups in Western 
Massachusetts will once again 
be mobilizing to call for an Iraq 
moratorium. The Iraq 
Moratorium is a decenti·alized 
call for demonstrations for peace 
on the third Friday of each 
month, centered on the popular 
belief that the war in Iraq should 
end, a belief held by more than 
70% of Americans. The Westem 
Massachusetts Iraq Moratorium 
committee has organized a mun
ber of events for this month. 

At noon on the 18th, vigils 
will be held in downtown 
Northampton in front of 
Edwards Church on Main Sti·eet, 
and in downtown Amherst on 
the 1101th side of the common. 
The church bells will be ringing 

at Grace Episcopal Church. Also 
at noon, church bells will ring 
and a peace prayer se1vice will 
be held at the Cong. Church 
(U.C.C.) in Ashfield. 

At 5 p m. there will be a can
dlelight vigil on the iron bridge 
in Shelbume Falls. Also at 5 
p m. in Greenfield, a candlelight 
vigil and speakout will be held 
on the common, with a gather
ing behind Green Fields Market, 
processing up Main Street on the 
sidewalk, to the town common. 
All are welcome to join with 
people across the country unit
ing in a call for peace that day. 

For more info1mation contact 
Eric Wasileski at: 
meekman@wildmail.com or go 
to: www.Iraqmoratorium.org for 
events arotmd the nation. 
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Sita Lang and Anne Jemas nntness 
the Miracle of the Snow Chicken at Unity Park on Tuesday 

Book Sale in Greenfield 
The Friends of the 

Greenfield Public Library ai·e 
having a Winter White Sale on 
Wednesday, January 23rd, 
from 10 am to 8 pm. Don't be 
stuck at home with no books to 
read when that next winter 
white-out occurs. Come and 
get some great reading materi
al at our sale. We get rave 
reviews from book dealers and 
book sale aficionados because 
our stacks make it easy to find 
just what you want - all the 

books are sorted by category 
and alphabetized. 

Money that the Friends 
make on the Janua1y White 
Sale will go towards the 
upkeep of the shrnbbery, 
perennials, and annuals on the 
grounds of our beautiful 
libra1y. 

We look fotwai·d to seeing 
you at the book sale and thank 
you in advance for your sup
pott of the Greenfield Public 
Libra1y. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
TELL THEM YOU SAW IT IN 
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Great Falls Middle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Jessica Fuller 

Grade 7 
Mike Conant 

Katarina Clark 
Grade 8 

Cameron Savinski 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llstings 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES --Januarv 21st-25th 
r-- , 
<:fia.pRJ. ~i.1etAda,., 

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, 
Turners Falls, is open Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 
a.m .. to 2:00 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. 
Council-on-Aging Director is 
Bunny Caldwell. For infonna
tion or to make rese1vations, 
call 863-9357. Meal rese1va
tions need to be made a day in 
advance by 11 a.m. Messages 
can be left on our machine 
when the center is not open. 
Mealsite Manager is Chris 
Richer. The Center offers a 
hot noon meal weekdays to 
any senior. A rese1vation is 
necessa1y and transpo1tation 
can be provided. 

Monday, 21st 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
noon Pot-luck lunch followed 
by bingo 
Tuesday, 22nd 
9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 23rd 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 

11 :30 a.m. Money 
Management Explained 
(FCHCC volunteer led) 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 24th 
9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Friday, 25th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Eivingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. For info1mation 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with rese1vations 
a day in advance by 11 :00 
a.m. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical necessi
ty by calling Dana Moore at 
978 544-3898. 

Monday, 21st 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 

9:45 a.m. Libraiy 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 22nd 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 23rd 
9:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 24th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Pool 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transpo1tation. 

JeP.'sPlace 
III_IP.c,bilh.nl 
Oihcto.. ........ 

Jep's 
Place 
Great Gift for 
Ground.hog's 

Day 
Available at Ed's Barbershop 

in Turners, Baker's Offic.e 
Supply and World Eye Books 

in Greenfield 

cfl.01r.e! 
Oil CU~~nmen.t .•• ~ 

tA. 8upe'CJJowL in. cfh.owx. 
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THE 

SHADY 
,....._~N 

i~~~ 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey 
Tues. Chicken Fricassie 

Wed: Chicken Souvlaki, rice 
Thurs: Corn Beef & Cabbage 

Fri: Fried Scallops 
Sat: Yankee Pot Roast 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 



January 17, 2008 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 3 

Mobile Dentists Bring Siniles to Turners Schools 
BY BRIDGET SWEET 
TURNERS FALLS -
Smile Massachusetts -
Mobile Dentists visited 
Hillcrest and Sheffield 
Elementary Schools on 
Wednesday, January 
16th, providing dental 
care for 20 students, 
regardless of their fami
lies' ability to pay. Peter 
Jengo, DDS and his two 
assistants, Debbie and 
Jennifer (who declined to 
give last names) were 
busy throughout the day. 

Dentists was 
developed by two 
women 
Michigan 

in 
who 

saw an unmet 
need for oral 
health in the pub
lic schools. It is 
nine years old. 
The program rnns 
in Indiana, Ohio, 
Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, 
New York and 
Michigan. Smile 
Mass - Mobile 

Nurse Claire Johnson 
of Hillcrest co1mnented, 
"It is convenient for 
moms to have their kids 

Peter Jengo, DDS uses the special lamp attached to his glasses Dentists accept 
to spotlight the teeth of Sheffield 4th-grader Brandon whzle private insurance, 

his assistant Jennifer records the dentist's findings Mass Health, 

seen at school, where we can 
follow-up with the students." 

Meanwhile, both schools 
have weekly fluoride rinse treat
ments available. Nurse Janina 
Thayer of Sheffield added, 
"There is a joint effo1t between 
the parents, kids, school nurses 
and principals, dental office 
workers and actual dentists; 
they're targeting a real issue. 
Some of the students have never 
been to a dentist before." 

While Debbie x-rayed a 
Hillcrest student, she instrncted 
the child to, "bite it like a potato 

chip, and bend down and look at 
your nose." The student accept
ed direction easily while wear
ing the heavy lead vest. 

Jengo commented, "I see 
similar problems of tooth decay 
throughout schools." He put 
sealants on many students, as 
Debbie explained the three-step 
procedure. Jengo, a resident of 
Gardner, is semi-retired and has 
been with Smile Mass - Mobile 
Dentists for two years. He and 
his assistants see up to thirty stu
dents a day in different schools. 

"Smile Mass - Mobile 

Gill Notes: Town offices in Gill will be closed Monday, Januaiy 
21, in observance of Maitin Luther King, Jr. Day. Trash pickup 
will not be affected and will remain on Friday as usual. 

The Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Observance Ceremony Program 
at Greenfield Community College 

Monday, January 21 st, 
1 :00-3:00 p.m. in Sloan Theater 
"Bright Light" Award Presentation 

"Living the Dream" Award Presentation 

Reception and Acknowledgments 
For further information, contact Herb 

Hentz, at 413. 775.1809 
For inclement weather, call 7 7 5-1 01 0 

grant money and 
a reduced check fee," said 
Debbie. 

There was a "Mr. Clean 
Mouth" model with an over
sized toothbmsh for students to 
play with while waiting their 
turn. Two chairs were set up, 
one for prima1y care, where 
Jengo worked with Jellllifer 
assisting, and the second chair, 
where Debbie finished the stu
dents with cleaning, flossing and 
fluoride treatment. They 
received their dental 'repo1t 

1-
GREEN 
FIELD~ 

• Register early for Spring '08 
pick the best classses and 
schedules. 

Spring classes 
begin January 28. 

card' pape1work, a sticker and a 
toothbrush afterwards. 

The students encouraged 
each other while waiting. One 
Hillcrest boy said to a classmate, 
"It's a piece of cake." Perhaps 
that was not the best analogy. 

The other child left the room 
later saying, "It didn't taste like 
cake at all." 

Amy, a fourth grader at 
Sheffield said, "I liked most 
eve1ything but the scraping; it 
felt weird." 

But another Sheffield fomth 
grader, Brandon, said, "I feel 
better," as he smiled broadly. 

More infonnation on the pro
gram can be found at 
www.mobiledentists.com. 

6 i.:.l '1 l'.!. .. n.ti u al, 

I till ~lillli L lliu l lttr~tl 
Saturday, January 26, 2008, 1 • 9:30 PM 
All Souls Unitarian-Unlversalist Church, corner of 
Hope and Main Streets, Greenfield 

Schedule: 
1: oo PM- The Letter, written and directed by Ziad H. Hamzeh. Genre: 

Documentary. Not rated. Discussion following facilitated by Rev. Jeanne 
Lloyd 

3: oo PM- Edge of America, directed by Chris Eyre. Genre: Documen
tary. Not formally rated, but a PG equivalent. Discussion following facil~ 
tated by Howard Clark and Dorothy Mciver 

s: 30 - 6: 30 PM- Pi,zza and Salad Dinner (Donations requested} 
6 : 45 PM- Freedom/and, directed by Joe Roth. Genre: Drama. Rated 

R. Oiscoosion following facilitated by Christine Bates 

Parf(of the Pioneer Valley Mob11izaffon for :Another Worl~ Janua,:y 20 • 26, 2008 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Call All Souls UU Church at (413) 773-5018 
or Moll Chambers at 413 772-0003 

GREENFIELD 
Communi!)l College 

• Hundreds of noncredit 
courses and workshops just 
for you or your business. 
Sign up throughout the year: 

• Plan Ahead! 
Summer I: 5/2 1-7 /9 
Summer II: 7/ 14-8/28 

www.gee.mass.edu 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

ll!ll•••I\ • The Gas Experts 
1111Ql11IJ ~MC 
Ha■i,g& Coolirg S,-,, 413-863-2 2 9 5 C:-W. Ar· AD),d,crc 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

• Quilting Supp1il'-s • P:utcirn~ • C:ilicf)s • Notion~ 

CA.SIi & C11£CKS ONLY 
.,,, on.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. iii 8:20 • Closed Mon.• Junc,July 1 Augu•• 
~ Power Square 

• .. Greenfield 

Specializing in unique hair de.signs 

~ella 
THE SALON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 
Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

Greenfield Center School 
K-8TH GR.IDES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
CURRICULUM 

TWO TEACHERS 
PER CLASSROOM 

PROJECT BASED 

RIGOROUS 
AC.IDDllCS 

Knoiving Children 

Now Accepting Applications 

Greenfield, J\ilA • 413-773-1700 • www.centerschool.net 

.. 
8. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune•ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

SINCE 1888 

MAU JNSPECtlON STATION: HO. 1~051 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 
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The Inner Truth 
BY MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. -A time comes when 
silence is betrayal. Even when 
pressed by the demands of inner 
tmth, we do not easily assume 
the task of opposing our govern
ment's policy, especially in time 
of war. Nor does the human spir
it move without great 
difficulty against all 
the apathy of con
fonnist thought with
in one's own bosom 
and in the st!ffound
ing world. Moreover, 
when the issues at 
hand seem as per
plexing as they often 
do in the case of dreadfol con
flict, we are always on the verge 
of being mesmerized by uncer
tainty. But we must move on. 

Some of us who have already 
begun to break the silence of the 
night have found that the calling 
to speak is often a vocation of 
agony, but we must speak. We 
must speak with all the lnunility 
that is appropriate to our limited 
vision, but we must speak. For 
we are deeply in need of a new 
way beyond the darkness that 
seems so close around us. 

We are called to speak for the 
weak, for the voiceless, for the 
victims of our nation ( and other 
nations), for those it calls 
'enemy', for no document from 
hmnan hands can make these 
htunans any less our brothers and 
sisters. I think of them, too, 
because it is clear to me that there 
will be no meaningful solution 
lliltil some attempt is made to 
know them and hear their broken 
cries. 

I am convinced that if we are 
to get on the right side of the 
world revolution, we as a nation 
must undergo a radical revolu
tion of values. We must rapidly 
begin the shift from a thing-ori
ented society to a person-orient
ed society. When machines and 
computers, profit motives and 
property rights, are considered 
more impo1tant than people, the 
giant triplets of racism, extreme 
materialism, and inilitarism are 
incapable of being conquered. 

A trne revolution of values 

will lay hand on the world order 
and say of war, "This way of set
tling differences is not just." A 
nation that continues years and 
years to spend more money on 
1nilita1y defense than on pro
grams of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual death. 

America, the rich
est and most powerful 
nation in the world, 
can well lead the way 
in this revolution of 
values. There is noth
ing except a tragic 
death wish to prevent 
us from reordering 

• om priorities over the 
pursuit of war. 

This call for a worldwide fel
lowship that lifts neighborly con
cerns beyond one's tribes, race, 
'class', and nation is in reality a 
call for an all-embracing and 
'unconditional' love for all 
mankind. We can no longer 
afford to worship the God of hate 
or bow before the altar of 'retali
ation.' The oceans of histo1y are 
made turbulent by the ever-rising 
tides of hate. Hist01y is cluttered 
with the ·wreckage of nations and 
individuals that pursued this self
defeating path of hate. 

We still have a choice today: 
nonviolent coexistence or violent 
coaI111ihilation. We must move 
past indecision to action. Ifwe do 
not act, we shall surely be 
dragged down the long, dark and 
shameful co1Tidors of time 
reserved for those who possess 
power without 'compassion,' 
might without morality, and 
strength without sight. 

Now let us begin. Now let us 
rededicate ourselves in the long 
and bitter, but beautiful struggle 
for a new world. If we will make 
the right choice, we will be able 
to speed up the day, all over 
America and all over the world, 
when justice will roll down like 
waters, and righteousness like a 
1nighty stream. 'America the 
Beautifol!' 'America! America! 
God mend thine ev'1y flaw. 
Confinn thy soul in self-contr·ol, 
Thy liberty in law.' 

-Riverside Church, New York 
Cit)i, April 4th 1967 

r--------------------1 
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Low Power FM Update 
MCTV is still working on get
ting a radio station for 
Montague, but we need your 
help. We can't set up the tr·ans
rnitter and begin broadcasting 
until a minor law gets changed -
- a law regarding overlapping or 
encroaching stations. The good 
news is there is a bill working 
its way through Congress at the 

moment to address the issue. 
The bad news is that our repre
sentative, John Olver, is not on 
board yet. He needs to hear 
from us all. He needs to know 
it's important. 

So contact Rep. Olver to 
explain our station's situation 
and to ask him to show his sup
port by co-sponsoring the 

Calling Franklin County Poets! 
The Friends of the 

Greenfield Public Library 
a1111om1ce the 17th Annual 
Poet's Seat Poetry Contest. Tue 
contest is open to all Franklin 
County residents. Tue Contest 
has been sponsored by the 
Friends of the Greenfield Public 
Library annually since 1990 and 
is held in honor of Frederick 
Goddard Tuckennan, who 
resided in Greenfield from 184 7 
until his death in 1873. 

Contestants may sub1nit up 
to three unpublished poems 
(previous first place winners ar·e 
ineligible). Awards will be 
given in three categories: first, 
second, and third place in the 
adult division and the four top 
poems in the youth division -
age 12 - 18 (divided into 12 - 14 

and 15 - 18 for judging). 
Entries should be typed or 

clearly printed in black ink, 
with the name, address, phone 
number, and email (if applica
ble) on the reverse side of the 
poems; no identifying informa
tion on the front. Also on the 
reverse, young poets wiite their 
age in the lower 1ight hand cor
ner, circled. Tue deadline for 
entries is Mar·ch 5th. If you do 
not have an email address, 
enclose an SASE if you would 
like notification of the receipt of 
your entry. 

An awards ceremony and 
poetry reading will take place 
on April 24th, 7 pm. at the 
Capen Room at the Stoneleigh 
Burnham School, in honor of 
National Poetry Month 

Poems should be mailed to: 
Poet's Seat Poetry Contest, 
Greenfield Public Library, 402 
Main St. Greenfield, MA 01301 

Tue adult first p1ize winner 
will receive stewar·dship of the 
Poet's Seat chair, with his or her 
name on a plaque listing all the 
previous winners, as well as a 
handcrafted Poet's Platter. All 
other winners will receive a 
handcrafted Poet's mug along 
with a gift ce1tificate to a local 
bookstore. 

For additional info contact: 
Hope Schneider at 775-1833. 

"Local Community Radio Act." 
You can contact him at 202-

225-5335 and say something 
like this: 

"Hi, my name is 
_______ , and I'm a 
constituent of Congressmember 
Olver. We need access to more 
local media to suppo1t workers, 
fatnilies, and communities 
across our ar·ea and across the 
state. I ask Congressmember 
Olver to cosponsor the Local 
Community radio Act of 2007 -
- HR 2802. I want my LPFM 
station! Thank you." 

We need you to do this today. 
- Mik Muller, 

President, MCTV 
Montague 

Community 
Journalism Workshop 
On Sunday afternoon, 
January 27th, the Montague 
Reporter will offer a free 
two-hour workshop for aspir
ing community journalists, 
with veteran investigative 
reporter and professor of 
jomnalism Wesley Blixt. Tue 
workshop will take place at 
the offices of the Montague 
Reporter, from 2:30 to 4:30 
pm. We'll cover: 

• What's Nt>ws: What to 
look for and how to know it 
when you see it. 

• Talt> Gating: There are 
many ways to tell any given 
sto1y How's a writer to 
decide? 

• Wt>eklings: What makes 
a weekly newspaper unique 
and How to work the 
strengths. 

Just the Facts: 
Necessa1y elements for any 
sto1y. 

• Assignment desk: 
Planning the January 24th 
issue of the Montague 
Reporter (for journalists 
willing to move beyond the 
aspiring stage). 

Call 413-863-8666 to reg
ister for this free class. 
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How Would You Describe Gill? 
Fifth graders from Gill Elementary School entered an essay contest last year, to answer the question: "If you were describing the town of Gill to some

one from Alaska, what would you tell them about your town?" The Gill selectboard picked three winners, and we have reprinted their essays below. 

It Couldn't be Better Like the Countryside 
If I were to describe Gill to 

someone from Alaska, I 
would tell them that Gill is a 
small, quiet town with nice 
people. People help each 
other with disabled problems, 
to just needing help with 
building something, or clean
ing up around our houses. 

Gill is like a big happy 
family. It is good for very 
friendly people. 

The thing I like about Gill 
is the elementa1y school that I 
go to, because there are nice 
teachers and good food and 
good education. That is ve1y 
important if you want a good 
job. 

I would start off describing 
the town of Gill to someone 
from Alaska by saying it is a 
ve1y small, peaceful cotmtiy 
town of just 15 square miles. 
There are about 1400 residents 
who mostly live in single fami
ly homes. 

Gill has many great qualities 
and attractions. Some of the 
things you will see when com
ing to the town of Gill are 
restaurants, stores, and two big 

As a c01mnunity we have 
town craft fairs, concerts, and 
more. Our library has lots of 
fun activities for all ages. 

There isn't anything in my 
opinion that could make Gill 
better. It has all the things I 
like to do, like soccer and 
basketball. I also like to ride 
my go-cart on the many trails 
in Gill. I like that we live so 
close to the Connecticut 
River, so my family and I can 
swim, fish and go boating. 
That's why I think anyone 
from Alaska, or anywhere 
else, would love it here. 

- by Craig Bodell 

If I were describing the town 
of Gill to a person from Alaska, 
I would say I like it for many 
reasons. Gill is like the counuy
side, because there are a lot of 
fanns with a lot of cows and 
horses on them. In the fall, the 
leaves on the trees change beau
tiful colors, like orange, red, 
yellow and brown. 

Another thing I like about 
the town of Gill where I live is 
that it's right next to the 
Connecticut River. There are a 
lot of things you can do in the 
Connecticut River like fishing, 
swimming, boating and kayak
ing. 

I have had experience with 

fishing and kayaking. For fish
ing, I caught a 19-inch fish. For 
kayaking, I was kayaking in 
Barton Cove, and it was really 
hard because the current was 
against me. 

The place in Gill where I live 
is called Riverside. In 
Riverside, there is very little 
u·affic, so it is a perfect place to 
bike, nm, skateboard and scoot
er. 

In Gill, we have a restaurant 
called the Wagon Wheel, a 
library and a school. 

The school is the Gill school. 
I go there. It is a great school. 
Gill school has great teachers 
like Mrs. Rabideau and Mr. 

Lots to See and Do 
bridges. 

Some of the ftm things to do 
are visit the Stacy Motmtain 
preserve. The Stacy Motmtain 
preserve is a scenic motmtain 
preserve that provides habitat 
for the rare Jefferson salaman
der, the rare spotted tmtle, and 
threatened plant species. There 
are also vernal pools to see in 
the Connecticut River's French 
King Gorge. 

There is also the French 

King Bridge which goes over 
the Connecticut River between 
the towns of Gill and Erving. 
When you go over the bridge, 
you can see the big French 
King rock in the river. 

The next place to visit is 
Barton Cove campground. At 
Barton Cove, you can go boat
ing, camping, and have a pic
nic. You can also watch the two 
bald eagles, who have been 
nesting there for the past five 

years. 
Then there's the Songline 

Bird Fa1m to visit. They raise 
emus for meat, oil, feathers and 
eggs. If you visit in April or 
May, you may be lucky enough 
to see chicks hatching. They are 
amazing animals to see. 

If you want to you can go to 
Oak Ridge Golf Course. It has 
nine holes of ftm. After you are 
done playing, you can go into 
the clubhouse and get some-

Silve1man. The school has a lot 
of ftm subjects like math, sci
ence, histo1y, and handwriting. 
There are a lot of helpful things 
to use like flashcards, markers, 
crayons, colored pencils and 
pencils, erasers and cap erasers, 
desks, chairs and books. The 
school has a great playgrotmd. 
It has two soccer fields, play 
su·ucture, a botmcy thing, a 
swing and a kickball field. That 
is why I like the town of Gill. 

I think someone from Alaska 
would like to visit the town of 
Gill, because it is very different 
from Alaska. 

-by Spt>nct>r Hubert 

thing to eat. 
Gill Elementaiy is a good 

school for kids. It has good 
food, people, classrooms, and 
teachers. The grades are pre-K 
till sixth grade, or you could go 
to Great Falls Middle School in 
Turners Falls after the fifth 
grade. 

As you can see, Gill has lots 
of things to see and do. 

- by Zach Demars 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Ma, T.L.C. 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

S,-it11it.i1,g in ull aspc,ds ol lawi, anti l'topafy Mainter.tmcc. 

LOOKING FOR NEW 
SNOWPLOWING CUSTOMERS! 

45 Main Street, PO Box B·6 Montague, l'M 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell: 522-2563 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

.ADIATOR -
Propane Filling Station 

IATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ooling Rte. 2, Gill 
'stem 863-4049 1-800-439-4049 

• • i (closed Sat.) -
·t=== Ill 

HJ:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 
• gloves 
• boots 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David 

email: AJCYC@OROCKERCOM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Locally ow~ed since 1941 

Full service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield. MA FAX 413-773-1105 
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GlJEST 
EDITORIAL: McCain, Candidate of Conffction 

BY ISAAC MASS 

Isaac Mass 

GREENFlELD - My friends, 
when we consider the qualities 
we want in om next president, 
foremost in our minds should be 
candor, character, competence, 
compassion, cooperativeness and 
conviction. No candidate in 
either party displays these 
attributes as well as Arizona 
Senator John McCain. While 
other candidates are good people 
all, well intentioned and with a 
heart for change; none has the 
experience or wisdom that is 
embodied by John McCain. 

Some candidates tell the 
voters what they want to hear, 
without asking them to dig 
deeper and recognize the real 
challenges facing America. 
McCain does not. His straight 
talk acknowledges that global 
wamling, illegal immigration, 
com1ption in government, the 
decline of manufacturing jobs, 
Social Security solvency, and the 
global threat of Islamic jihadist 
te1rnrism are real problems that 
need to be addressed. They are 
not problems that can be solved 
unilaterally, by staking out a 
partisan position and excluding 
input or compromise with 

Democrats who are equally 
motivated to politicize rather 
than solve problems. 

Some candidates have been 
tested as governors, senators and 
businessmen, but among all the 
top tier candidates in either party, 
McCain is the only candidate to 
be tested in battle. While there 
are many ways to serve our 
countiy, those who wore the 
uniform have a special 
knowledge of the stakes and 
consequences of our milita1y 
action and our foreign policy. 

McCain not only served in 
unifonn, but was a genuine hero 
both on the USS Forestall and as 
a prisoner of war in No1th 
Vietnam's Hanoi Hilton for five 
years. Given the oppo1tunity to 
go home because of his father's 
position as fleet commander, he 
would not leave his brothers in 
rums, and paid the price. 

McCain was also tested 
ethically in the world of politics. 
hnplicated by association and 
subsequently cleared of any 
wrongdoing in the Keating Five 
scandal, McCain became a 
cmsader against the conupting 
influence of money in politics. 
He championed campaign 
finance refonn, which tragically 
failed because the Federal 
Election Commission will not 
take on the 527s. As chairman of 
the Indian Affairs Committee, he 
led the hearings that exposed 
Jack Abramoff and several 
conupt politicians and lobbyists, 
resulting in their iinprisomnent. 
John McCaii1 camiot be bought, 
bribed or bullied and he will not 
tolerate those who can be. 

Some candidates attack 

McCain for his long histo1y in 
the Senate and say he has been in 
Washington too long to be able to 
make changes. Senator McCain 
certainly has been in Washington 
for a long time, but he has never 
been of Washington. Ultiinately 
his record reflects a cru·eer of 
accomplishment and vision. 
When Democrats were saying 
the wru· ii1 fraq was lost and 
Republicans were saying nothing 
was wrong, McCain stood up and 
said both were wrong and the 
Rumsfeld strategy needed to be 
changed to ensure victory. When 
the President followed his 
advice, some said it was doomed 
to fail and the rest hedged their 
bets, but McCain knew it was the 
right decision. When the death 
toll went down dramatically and 
security stabilized tl1e country, 
Republicans raced to agree and 
Democrats said that it would still 
not solve the political problems. 
Now that the fraqi parliament has 
passed the de-Baathification law 
which will allow Sumlis to 

engage in a muted democratic 
government, McCain stands as a 
clear leader on the most 
iinportant issue facing America 
today. 

McCain is a strong believer in 
the sanctity of human life. His 
coinpassion for people, however, 
does not stop with a 24-year pro
life voting record, including 
suppo1ting good judges like Alito 
and Robe1ts. McCain knows that 
water-boru·ding is indeed torture 
and that Americans do not torture 
their enemies, not only because it 
puts American soldiers in ham1's 
way but also because it is morally 
wrong. He also wants to shut 
down the prisons at Guantan8lllo 
Bay and transfer those detainees 
to Ft. Leavenwo1th, without the 
rights of American citizens, 
which they ru·e not, because after 
Abu Ghraib we need to repair the 
iinage of America and because 
the conditions at Guantanamo are 
better than those of American 
soldiers who are serving tune. 

McCain knows that illegal 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Roll Over and Assault 
01-09 
6:20 a.m. Wires down in 
roadway on Main Road, 
Comcast advised of problem, 
assisted with traffic conti·ol 
01-11 
11 :20 p m. Repo1t of pa1ty 
with youths consumii1g alcohol 
0 11 

River Road, checked ru·ea 
m1able to locate 
01-12 
7: 10 a.m. Single vehicle roll 
over accident with injmy on 

West Gill 
Road 
6:55 p.m. Report of past 
domestic disturbance at West 
Gill Road 

Charged 
assault and batte1y 
10:00 p m.. Criminal 
complamt application sought 
against 

iinmigration is a serious problem 
that needs to be dealt with, but 
that there must be a solution that 
doesn't require the all'est and 
iinmediate depo1tation of the 
eighty-yeru· old grandparents of 
American bom soldiers fighting 
for our freedom ii1 Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

McCain has proven he can 
work with leaders from eve1y 
political persuasion to find 
common ground, to unite us and 
not divide us. He may be a 
maverick, but he is a 
conse1vative one, with the vision 
to solve our most serious 
challenges. Febmruy 5th, I hope 
Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents, Libertarians and 
Vegetarians will join me in 
supporting Senator John McCain 
for president of the United States. 

Isaac Mass is the Hampshire 
and Franklin District Republican 
State Committeeman and a 
McCain Co-Chair for Franklin 
County. 

Co1nplaii1t sought 
for assault and batte1y 
01-13 
II :40 p.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency at 
Stoughton Place 
01-14 
3:35 pm. Assisted No1thfield 
police with injmy accident on 
F. Slllllller Tlm1er Road 
01-15 
11 :31 a.m. Welfare check 
conducted on French King 
Highway Resident. All 
apperu·ed m order. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

100% LOAN • No DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED 
Call to see if you qualify for this unique loan program. 

Now is the time to buy. Call Tim for a pre-approval! 

413.113.8984 
NATIONAL CnY TIM PREVOST 
MORTGAGE _,,/',...., tto'u~~ LOAN OFFICER 1.=J LENDER 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

R_eal ~state ~~e~cy 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 
.:a/tee 

25 MiLiers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

www.mccnrtiiyf11i1rra//1ui11es.n>m 

Since 1895 

011 the Co111mo11 
Gre,mficld, Massach11setts 

Dimers Falls, Massachusells 

(413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Director 

~ and ]] New, Brand Name 
e-.e}r... v-~ , Women's Clothing 
- ...J , IJ\ New and Used Guitars, 

- Amps & Equipment 
,·: .:· Fine Art 

115 Avenue A Hand blown Glass 
T u.tners f aHs, MA Local Crafts 

Opeu Tue.Sat 10-6 Sun. 10-5 
Unique Gifts 

~ .•1~- - ___ B_o_B-_AN_D_...:.E_R_so_N_ ~~ Silu~ 

(413) 773-3678 
FAX (413) 774-5746 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the come1· of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissance 
Excavating --A:L~ 
COMPLETE SITE ."'. •• ·, ~If 

WORK J.• 
• SEPTIC & DRAINACE SYSTEMS • SANO, GRAVEL & LoAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

SUPER OEAiS UN CDs 
, I / DVDs 

lPs 
mPES 
WDEOS 

N□m~AMrrnN. filN[. ~RArrmo~o. ~lHAM~ON • lU~Nnur.~□M 



January 17, 2008 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 7 

GlJEST 
EDITORIAL: Safe and Green Canipaign Fires Up Karen Adams. uc..Ac. 

Beat 
Stress! DAVID DETMOLD 

COLRAIN - We reached Randy 
Kehler, long time peace and safe 
energy activist from Colrain, 
after he returned from a core 
group meeting of the 'Safe and 
Green' campaign in Putney, VT 
on Wednesday evening. 

A coalition effort between the 
Sierra Club, VPIRG and other 
citizen action groups in Vennont 
is mobilizing to oppose Entergy 
Vermont Yankee t bid to relicense 
the 35-year-old 610 megawatt 
boiling water reactor in Vernon, 
VT for an additional 20 years 
beyond its original expiration 
date of 2012. 

The Safe and Green campaign 
is an attempt to focus attention 
among towns in Western 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Southeastern Vennont on the 
"window of opportunity" 
afforded by the Vennont state 
legislature t Act 160, an act 
granting the Vennont legislature 
veto-proof ability to affinn or 
reject Vermont Yankee t 
relicensing bid. 

Statehouse watchers from 
Montpelier say the legislature 
will vote on Entergy t relicensing 
bid within the next 18 months. 

The Vermont Yankee reactor; 
one of the oldest commercial 
nuclear plants in the countr)i, has 
been operating at 120 percent of 
its original design capacity since 
2006, by approval of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. On 
August 21st, 2007 one of the 
three-story cooling tower at 
Vermont Yankee collapsed, 
although Entergy had inspected 

it earlier that year. On August 
30th, 2007, VY experienced an 
unintentional reactor shutdown 
(SCRAM) due to a stuck valve. 
Vermont! Republican governor 
Jim Douglas recently joined a 
chorus of officials from the tri
state region calling for an 
independent safety assessment of 
the aging plant, which carries 
one million tons of lethally 
radioactive spent fuel in a 
seventh story cooling pool and is 
situated on the banks of New 
Eng/ands longest river: 

Kehler explained the intent of 
the Safe and Green campaign in 
the following words: 

"The Safe and Green 
campaign hopes to lift up the 
voices of those people in towns 
who are placed most in hanns 
way in te1ms of property, life, 
and environment by living 
within 20 miles of the nuclear 
reactor in Vemon. While in 
theo1y only the Vennont towns 
and Vennont legislators have 
some official say in the matter of 
relicensing this reactor for 20 
more years, in fact there's a lot 
people in Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire can do to stop 
the relicensing by raising their 
voices, and by letting the people 
of Vem1ont know we insist upon 
having a voice and letting our 
own legislators know we want 
them to weigh in on the 
relicensing issue on our behalf. 

"The reason we call it the 
'Safe and Green' campaign is 
because while we are calling 
enthusiastically for a shutdown 
of Vennont Yankee when its 

license expires in 2012, if not 
sooner, we are equally insisting 
that we replace the electricity we 
now get from Vennont Yankee 
with rigorous energy 
conservation and energy 
efficiency measmes coupled 
with 'safe and green' 
alternatives such as wind, solar, 
bio-mass, methane ('cow 
power'), and geo-the1mal 
energy. 

"The campaign's objective is 
to encourage people in each of 
the towns within 20 miles of the 
plant to organize town based 
'safe and green' committees and 
to do a number of things, 
including place a wanant aiticle 
before annual town meetings in 
the spring of '08, and also to 
really assess the feasibility of 
safely evacuating towns and 
schools and nursing homes and 
other facilities in our 
communities in the event of a 
major accident at Vermont 
Yailkee. We want to encourage 
them to fo1m or work with 
existing energy committees to 
look at means of reducing their 
electrical usage, through 
conservation and the application 
of 'Green' energy. 

"A Ve1mont state agency 
called Efficiency Vennont has 
noted that Ve1mont wastes 
almost the same amount of 
electricity each year as Ve1mont 
Yailkee produces. The situation 
in Massachusetts is similar. 
Without adding any new 
generating capacity, we could 
realistically replace electricity 
from Vennont Yankee through 

increases in conservation and 
efficiency. 

"There is an unprecedented 
window of oppo1tunity for 
closing this plant and making 
the transition to safe and green 
energy. Within 18 months, the 
Ve1mont legislature will vote to 
approve or reject the relicensing 
application of Ve1mont Yailkee. 

"Today, Entergy is in the 
news claiming it will cost 
ratepayers millions of dollars to 
shut down Ve1mont Yailkee in 
2012, because they have not put 
aside enough money in the 
decommissioning :fond to pay 
for the costs of safely shutting 
down the plant, dismantling it, 
ai1d storing the extremely long
lived nuclear waste produced 
there over the last 35 years. This 
is scare tactics from Entergy. It 
is their responsibility, and they 
ai·e mandated by law to have the 
full amount for 
decommissioning the plant set 
aside when their license expires 
in 2012. They ai·e at fault for not 
having added to the fund since 
they bought the plant. 

"If we remain silent during 
this time, our silence will be 
taken as suppo1t for Ve1mont 
Yankee. The only way we can 
shut down Vennont Ya11kee is by 
raising our voices. This is ai1 
exciting time. There is an 
opporhmity to overcome the 
vested corporate interests that 
are trying to dete1mine our 
fuhll'e. We are fully capable of 
dete1mining our own energy 
furore. That's what this 
campaign is all about." 

ACUPUNCTURE 
DROP-IN CLINIC 

Wed. Evenin,ls 6-8 p.m. 
Avenue A Chiropractic & Massage 

296 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

413-768-8333 

Upinngil 
food you needjrom the land you fove 

Farm Fresh MIik 
bottled daily at our dairy 

GAU.Ola • ½ GAU.OHS • QuMn 

In Glass 
etumable 

Bottles 
Your children will 

taste the difference! 

Farm Stand and Store 
7 days a week 8 am - 7pm 

411 Main Road, Gill 
41,3-863-2297 

The Bo~t Hole 
by IOcal aut:hOr 

L.yn Clark 
A strange young child, lost 

en route to a new home, becomes 
a catalyst for change for the girl 
who hides him, and her spinster 

landlady. Sea-ets are revealed, and 
mysteries solved as the state police 

narrow the search to their small 
village on the Mohawk Trail. 

l.01:SotlOealeolorl 
Don't mlSs this 
pa~turwl 
(For adults and teens) 

Montague Deins to Caucus in February 
Avau.Je at WOl'1k:I 11\A 
lloswell'So and Ol'l!lle at 

Ammon.com and 
~ 

BY JAY DIPUCCHIO -
Registered Democrats in 
Montague will hold a caucus 
in the first floor meeting room 
of town hall, 1 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls at 7:00 p.m., on 
Thursday, February 7th, to 
elect five delegates and two 
alternates to the 
Massachusetts Democratic 
Convention, to be held 
Saturday, June 7th, at the 

Tsongas Arena in Lowell. The 
convention's focus will be on 
grassroots organizing and 
party building in preparation 
for the presidential election. 

This local caucus is a 
meeting open to all Democrats 
registered in Montague by 
December 31st, '07. Registered 
attendees are eligible to vote 
and nm for one of the five 
openings available to represent 

Montague Democrats at the 
state convention. Delegates 
must be divided equally among 
men and women. Candidates 
must consent to nomination in 
writing. Candidates may make 
a one-minute statement to the 
meeting and may distribute 
materials. It is all a very 
straightfo1ward and transparent 
process any registered 
Democrat may pa1ticipate in, or 

KA.TIIY. 
YOUVE GOT TO lfAkN 

TOl£T60. 

just come to watch. 
There will also be a brief 

meeting of the Democratic 
Town Committee immediately 
following the caucus, which any 
registered Democrat may 
attend. 

For more info: contact 
Democratic Town Committee 
chair Jay DiPucchio at 863-
8656, or visit the pai·ty website 
at www.massdems.org 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

( 413) 773-3622 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

THE 

Rau's Auto couNTRYJEWELE~ 
t- COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 'O' Trnc\itionaland ConlemJX>rnryJewelry 

C...-:C'"'."!S.-.. 
(413) 367-2475 

<t!> Diamonds 
(I)} Watches 

CmroHJ r9J11fr 
worli dim,· mryremises 

~ Aiutiversary B1tnds 

OG{j11sFiio11cd sci·vicel 

Corner of Main & 

Lariy Pfeffer 
7Tl•0859 

Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

Mon.-rri., 9:30-5:30 
Sat. 9:00-5:00 

www.counn·yjc.wclcr.com 

·------------------· : • BAKER==-> : 
: Office Supply : 
I
I • Soy-based Bean Pod All our 0¥0Dlino 

1
1 

Candles .s• ..,..,.... ~ 
I • Ty Plush ca.rds 50% off I 
I • Photo Albums EVERY ~"Y! I 
I .1.Jr1 • I 

& Scrapbooks 
I 310 Main Stl'eet, Gt'eenfield I 
I www.bakerofficesupply.com I ~------------------~ 
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idea to get Seattle reading Snow 
Falling on Cedars, David 
Guterson's PEN/Faulkner a:ward
winning novel, a murder myste1y 
with local resonance for folks in 

racism in Jim Crow Louisiana. 
Heidkamp said nearly I 00 people 
read the book and attended the 
group discussion in Wendell that 
year. 

Subsequently, Wendell 
teamed up with New Salem for 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

America, including Pue1to Rican 
community gardens in South 
Holyoke, the Khmer community 
in Amherst, and an Italian 
gardener in Leverett. 

So, for Heidkamp and New 
Salem's Smith the idea of 

or return libraiy materials at any 
local libraiy. You can sit at home 
at your computer and search the 
catalogues of any libra1y in the 
system, and order any book from 
any library. Each libra1y is 
locally controlled, and sets their 
own hours, but now they are all 
interconnected. It's a nice 
combination of independence 
and networking, so resources can 
be shai·ed." 

But in this case, the resource 
to be shared between readers in 
seven towns is the same book. 
And with so many hundreds of 
thousands of titles to choose 
from, how to pick just one? 
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veterans memorial. 
After all these events, Shai1y 

found she had $1800 left over 
from the grant, and, at one of the 
monthly lunch meetings in 
Leverett, she proposed using the 
remaining money to fund a 
community read for the seven 
towns. 

The suggestion was adopted 
enthusiastically, but, "Picking the 
book is the hardest thing," said 
Heidkamp. "It's really tiue." 

After the librai'ians went back 
and forth with possible titles for 
three months, it was Heidkamp 
herself who suggested the 
eventual nominee: Timothy 
Egai1's 2006 National Book 
Awai·d winner, The Worst Hard 
Time: the Untold Story of those 
Who Survived the Great 
American Dust Bowl. 

The Carnegie Library in Turners Falls will be the scene of a book discussion of 

It was Sunderland's librarian, 
Sharon Shany, who proposed 
choosing one book for all seven 
towns to read this year. Last yeai·, 
Shany had written a $7500 grant 
to the Massachusetts Board of 
Libraiy Commissioners to 
suppo1t the Sunderland 
community read, with additional 
fonding provided by the Friends 
of the Sunderland 
Libraiy and the 
Sunderland Cultural 
Council. Sunderland 
chose The Killer 
Angels, by Michael 
Shaai·a, the Pulitzer
prize winning novel 
about the four-day 
battle of Gettysburg. 
Shany involved the 

Why read a book about a 
1930s manmade ecological 
catastrophe now? According to 
the seven libra11ans' press 
release, "There are mai1y 

the Worst Hard Time on Tuesdq;~ March 4th at 6:30 p.m. as part of a seven town community read 

the Emerald City, since it was set 
in San Pedro, an island off the 
Washington coast. 

Five years ago, for its first 
ever community read, Wendell 
picked A Lesson Before Dying, 
by Ernest Gaines, a heaitrending 
tale of dignity in the face of 

the next four years of community 
reads, with both towns reading 
and discussing Chris Bohjalian's 
Buffalo Soldier, Ma1y Lawson's 
Crow Lake, Archer Mayor's St. 
Albans Fire, and Patricia 
Kleindienst's the Earth Knows 
My Name. Bohjalian, who lives 

expanding the community read 
this yeai· to include five 
neighboring towns was not a 
huge leap. 

entire 
with 

community 
children's 

C 

fl)t 
in Lincoln, VT, 
traveled to New 
Salem to speak at 
the twin town 
book discussion 
of Buffalo Soldier 
in 2004, and last 
yeai· Kleindienst 
also spoke in New 
Salem about her 
cultural study of 
the gardens of 
immigrants in 

"There was a kind of low-key 
camaraderie happening already 
between our towns," said 
Heidkamp, who noted that both 
Wendell and New Salem have 
recently completed libraiy 
building projects, and are now 
focusing on new programs to 
bring people into the new 
buildings. Extending that to the 
otl1er southeastern Franklin 
County towns seemed natural. 

"It's really exciting to see 
what's happening," said 
Heidkainp. "You don't need to 
travel to UMass Amherst. With a 
CWMars card, you can check out 

programs, programs 
for young adults, 
scrapbooking 
sessions, Civil War 
trivia contests, and 
other events tied to 
the book discussion 
and leading up to the 
unveiling of 
Sunderland's new 

Patricia Pruitt, Al Ross, and Pat Allen catch up 
on their reading in front of town hall during a 

break in a recent selectboard meeting 

see READ pg 1 O 
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Live Town."' About the space 
itself, Turnbull is also quite 
pleased. "The expansion will 
more than double our cmTent 
exhibition capabilities, allowing 
us to show an even greater range 
of contemporaiy photography. 
We'll also be able to feature 
vibrant and significant work by 
photographers young in their 
careers, students, and 
other undeITepresent
ed ai1ists, as well as 
theme and group 
exhibitions." 

The inaugural 
exhibit, of work by 
Dallas photographer 
Susai1 kae Grant, will 
have its official 
opening this Saturday, 
Januaiy 19th from 1 :00 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Conc1mently, the 

"Themes and Variations." Both 
photographers will speak about 
their work that evening, at 7:30 
p m. in the Hallmark fustitute 
auditorium at 27 Industrial 
Boulevard. 

For the Grant show, Turnbull 
had the walls of one room in the 
new galle1y painted black "It 
stunned the contractor," said 
Turnbull. "He asked to be 
reassured more than once that I 
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really did want the walls to be 
black." The reason for the unique 
color scheme, as Turnbull 
explained, is that Grant's show is 
not exactly a typical photography 
exhibition. Some of Grant's 
"Night Journeys" consists of 
photographs produced on sheer 
chiffon fabric, hung from the 
ceiling. According to Turnbull, 
the black walls allow the fabric, 
illuminated by carefully 

9 

Exhibition Manager Lautie Wheeler 

positioned track lights, to float in 
almost dreainlike space. 

The set up is intentional. 

used the tapes of these nairntive 
u1te1views as inspfration to create 
the unage1y for the series. The 
photographs are made of 
shadows from sets created in the 
studio. 

In addition to the new 
galleries in the Crocker building, 
the museum has also expanded 
u1to the basement of the Colle 
Building. This area will be used 
as an ai·chival room where 
anyone can come to study the 

original museum, in 
the Colle Building at 
85 Avenue A, will host 
the opening of Paul 
Taylor's show George Rosa III, the man tJJho set the Hallmark Museum in motion ... 

"Night Journeys" is based on the 
photographer's inquiiy ii1to the 
unconscious. Working witl1 sleep 
scientist John Hennan at the 
sleep research laborato1y of the 
University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center at 
Dallas, Grant used herself as 
subject and was digitally 
monitored and awakened from 
REM sleep and then inte1rngated 
by trained technicians. Grant 

museum's permanent I~~ 
collection. 11!1 

The Worst Hard Time 
Fihn Series 

Surviving the Dust Bowl 
Documentary features 
inte1views with witnesses and 
remarkable archival film 
footage and photographs as it 
tells the heart-wrenching sto1y 
of people who endured a series 
of almost Biblical scourges, 
from drought and fainine to a 
plague jackrabbits, 60 tnin. 

Sunday, Februa1y 3rd, 3 
p.m. at the Leverett Libraiy 

Wednesday, Febmary 6th at 
6 p.m. at the Sunderland Public 
Libraty 

Wednesday, Februaiy 13th 
at 7 p.m. at the Wendell Free 
Libra1y 

Friday, Febmaty 15th at 7 
p.m. at the New Salem Public 
Libra1y 

Plow that Broke the Plains 
Historic documentary 

(made in 1934) depicts the 
social ai1d economic histo1y of 
the Great Plains from the 
settlement of the prairies by 
cattlemen and faimers through 
tl1e WWI boom, to drought and 
Depression, 30 min. 

Thursday, Febmaty 7th, 
6:30 pm. at the Deerfield 
Library 

Tuesday, Febmaiy 10th at 3 
p.m. at the Leverett Libraiy 

Wednesday, Febmaty 20th 
at 7 p.m. at the Wendell Free 
Libraty 

Thursday, March 14th at 7 
p.m. at the New Salem Public 
Libraty 

The Grapes of Wrath 
Based on the novel by John 

Steinbeck, the film tells of the 
migration of the Joad family to 
California from their dust
bowl farm in Oklahoma during 
tl1e Great Depression, 128 min. 

Wednesday, Febma1y 20th 
at 6 p.m. at the Sunderland 
Public Libraiy 

Sunday, March 2nd at 3 
p.m. at the Leverett Libraiy 

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary Photography 
See and experience the new expanded gallery spaces at 52/56 Avenue A 

as well as the original gallery at 85 A venue A 

January 19 - March 16, 2008 

Paul Taylor 
THEMES & 
VARIATIONS 

Susan kae Grant 
NIGHT JOURNEYS 

Receptions and Artists' Talks - January 19, 2008 
Artist Receptions with music & hors d'oeuvres - 1 :00 to 5:00 pm 

52 & 85 Avenue A • Downtown Turners Falls, Massachusetts 

Public Artist's Illustrated Talk with refreshments - 7:15, Seating - 7:30, Talks begin 
Auditorium at Hallmark Institute of Photography• 27 Industrial Boulevard • Turners Falls, Massachusetts 

52/56 & 85 Avenue A, Turners Falls, Massachusetts 01376 
info@hmcp.org 413.863.0009 www.hmcp.org 
Never an admission fee. All events are free. Free parking. 
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reasons: to learn about a fascinat
ing and often-forgotten chapter of 
American histo1y; to shiver 
through a classic disaster tale; to 
appreciate the perils humans face 
when we forget to practice sus
tainable fonns of agriculture; and 
to explore the intricate com1ection 
between climate and human 
behavior." Or, put it this way. In 
an era of mono-cropping, chemi
cal fanning, and global wamling, 
can the next Dust Bowl be far 
away? Perhaps we're doomed to 
repeat histo1y, if we don't learn 
from it. 

'Ifs jUJJI a slone's lhrof.v ftom rea/1/y. • 

Grocenes - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer • Wine - Liquor 

MON • SAT 7 -91 SUNDAY 8-8 
978-54'1-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1 /2 mile south of Wendell Center 

And there will be many oppor
tunities to learn from the seven 
town community read and draw 
lessons from the Dust Bowl this 
winter, with guest speakers rang
ing from Gill's own Clifford 
Hatch, steward of Upinngil fann, 
corning to the Carnegie Libraiy in 
Turners Falls to talk about 
"Agriculture from a Local 
Perspective" on Tuesday, March 
11th at 6:30 p.m., to Brian 
Donahue, author of Reclaiming 
the Commons, coming to the 
Wendell libra1y on Thmsday, 
March 6th at 7:00 p.m. to talk 
about ''New England Ecological 
Land Use, Past and Future." 
UMass climate researcher Frank 
Keimig will give a talk on global 
wanning and climate change at 
the Sunderland libra1y on 
Wednesday, March 26th at 6:30 
p.m.; organic homesteader 
Margaret Christie will speak on 
Supporting Local Agriculture in 
the Pioneer Valley at the 
Deerfield libraiy on Monday, 

ft DYi !I Ml. 
Pl!l!IV 

THA£TOB8 FOB FARM, HOME & £0N8TBDtTION 
We Carry John Deere 
and Kubota Tractors, 
Stlhl Chain Saws, 
Blowers, Tractor Mowers, 
Arlens Snow Blowers. 
Also: 

• Wood Chippers 
• Log Splltters 
• Winches 
• Materials Handling 

Equipment 
• Fire Proof Safes 

Sales 0 Serviee 0 Parts 

SERVIN& THE AREA FOB OVER 46 YEARS 
(ij ~.~ ii 

SIRUM [QIJJIPMENT 
COMPANY. INC. 

310 FEDERAL XTREET ORTE. 63 ° MONTAGUE 
~413-367-2481~ 

• F<1nn Fresh Eggs 
• Whole R.oasti119 Chickens 
• Pot Pies 
• Homemade Soups 
• De,serts 
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March 17th at 6:30 pm., UMass 
geoscience professor Ray 
Bradley will lecture on the Dust 
Bowl: U.S. Droughts Past, 

Du.rt B0111l Scene 

Present and Future at the Leverett 
Library on Monday, March 24th 
at 7:00 pm., and Shutesbtuy will 
not be left out, as Ha1vard 
Forest's David Foster an-ives at 
the Shutesbmy town hall on 
Sunday, March 30th at 7 pm. to 
talk about the consequences of 
hmnan activity on the New 
England landscape througl1 the 
years. 

There will be accompanying 
book discussions, scrapbooking 
exercises, oral history projects, 
fi.hns, children's prograins, even a 
slide show on Photographing the 
Great Depression, by Judith 
Davidov, author of Women t 
Camera Work, at the Leverett 
Library, on Wednesday, Febmaiy 
27th, at 7:00 pm. With all this 
activity, how cai1 anyone find 

time to read? 
Well, the seven librarians have 

thought of that (Don't you think 
there should be a Grimm t Fairy 
Tale called the Seven 
Librarians?) and they are leaving 
you plenty of time to pick up a 
copy of The Worst Hard Tzme at 
any local branch or libra1y; 
they've laid in plenty of audio
tape versions too. They ai·e leav
ing you three weeks to read the 
352 page book, from Januaiy 
14th to Febmary 2nd, before the 
programs and related films stait, 
and another month before the 
book discussions are scheduled. 
Montague will hold their discus
sions on Tuesday, March 4th (at 
the Carnegie at 6:30 p.m.), 
Tuesday, March 18th ( at the 
Millers Falls Library at 6:30 
pm.), and on Wednesday, Mai·ch 
19th (at the Montague Center 
Libra1y at 6:30 p.m.); Wendell 
will hold their book discussion on 
Wednesday, Februa1y 27th, at 
7:00p.m. 

San Soucie said she felt like 
the Worst Hard Tzme was an apt 
choice for Montague. "People 
here are pretty interested in ecol
ogy and land preservation," she 
said. "This is a book about a man
made disaster, when the govern
ment allowed or encouraged peo
ple to over-frum the land." 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Accidents and Noise Complaint 
Thursday, 1-10 
8:30 a.m. Accident Seventh St., prop
erty damage, report taken. 
11 :14 p.m. Unwanted person at East 
Main St., peace restored. 
Friday, 1-11 
2:39 a.m. Medical emergency at 
Wentworth Congregate housing; 
transported to hospital. 
8:16 a.m. Larceny phoned in, Food 
City parking lot, report taken. 
8:13 p.m. 911 call, accident on 5th St. 
with property damaoe: ~ 

arrested 
for leaving the scene, operating to 
endanger, OUI, revoked license. 
Saturday, 1-12 
4:35 a.m. Phoned in, loud noice dis
turbance at Sprinodale Cemeterv. 

8:37 a.m. Walk-in reports vandalism 
on Franklin St.; services rendered. 
5:14 p.m. Breaking and entering, 

Lake Pleasant Road; report taken. 
Sunday, 1-13 
6 44 a.m. 911 call, fire alarm, Crocker 
Ave, services rendered. 
11:37 a.m. Phoned in, vandalism on 
Taylor Hill Rd.; services rendered. 
Monday, 1-14 
5 49 a.m. Phoned in, animal com
plaint at Hillside Plastics Millers Falls 
Rd.; report taken. 
739 a.m. 911 call, accident with 
property damage, Montague City Rd. 
8 01 a.m. 911 call accident with prop
erty damage Hillside Ave & Unity St.; 
services rendered. 
4:23 p.m Motor vehicle violation, 
arrest of 
operating motor vehicle with revoked 
licence, obstructed license plate, 
class D drug possession. 
Tuesday, 1-15 
1 :20 a.m. Phoned in loud noise dis
turbance Second St. Sports Bar; 
peace restored. 
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Heidkamp explained that 
widespread row farming coupled 
·with a lack of crop rotation in the 
Midwest plowed up all the praii-ie 
grass, and in the 30s, when the 
rains failed, the topsoil blew 
away in huge clouds of dust that 
blackened the skies for hundreds 
of miles. A mass exodus occuffed 
from the hru·dest hit states at this 
time, but others hung on, and it is 
their stories Egan relates in the 
Worst Hard Tzme. 

Sh81Ty said after all the possi
ble titles for the first seven town 
read had been exainined, the 
Worst Hard Tzme emerged as "By 
fru· the best choice. It's a fabulous 
book." She ordered 60 copies for 
the Sunderland libraiy. On 
Tuesday, the first day of registra
tion to check out the book for the 
community read, she had already 
checked out 20 copies. 

Wendell and Montague 
librai-ies also have multiple 
copies, and extras ru·e available at 
World Eye Books for those who 
would like to own their own copy. 
In Wendell, copies of the book 
will also be available for boffow
ing at the Wendell Post Office and 
the Swift River Elementaiy lll!!I 
School. ■~ 

The Nancy Pearl Action Figure: 
Press a button and she 

'Shushes' you! 

Answers for last 
issue's crossword puzzle 

Ups and Downs of 2007 

Across 
I.HALLMARK 
7. HILLVAL
LEY 
8. BENCHES 
10.JEP 
13. BOOKMILL 
15. MOTHER
GOOSE 
16. CASTLE 
18. BAND
STAND. 
19. WENDELL. 

Down 

2. ROCKE. 
3. SOFTBALL 
4. DAKIN 
5. RIVER 
6. FLORE 
9. CARNEGIE 
11. PATH 
12. USHER 
14. COTE 
17. SLATE 
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Montague Center 
413-367-7530 Furni Store Open Every Dqy 

7 ct.m. to 5 p,nL 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

Fresh Baked 
Bread Daily! 

• World's Best Scones 
• Cheesecakes 
• Pies 
• Cookie Platters 
• Cakes to Go or 

to Order 
69 2nd St., Turners Falls 

863~4455 
OPEN TUESDAY~SATURDAY 7~6 AND SUNDAY 8~1 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAl'W. STREET• TURNERS fAlLS, J.M 01376 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

i 
i Norman Lerchen, M.A., LMT 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

21 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashi0ned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield• 413-714·3500 • greenf1eld@copycatpr1ntshop.com 
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BRIDGE from pg 1 
and pushing. She was stuck 
there for about forty-five min
utes, as other cars attempted to 
access Prospect Street, and gave 
up the attempt. 

Somewhere during that 
forty-five minutes, "It suddenly 
became ve1y evident what the 
issue is here," said Sawyer
Laucanno. "Suppose an ambu
lance has to get down the street 
today? Suppose there's a fire? 
We have to get that bridge 
open." 

The bridge, of course, is the 
beautifol old batTel vault bridge 
that arches over Spring Street 
and for the better pa1t of a cen
tmy connected one end of 
Prospect Street to the other. 
Since 1999, the bridge has been 
closed, and the neighborhood 
pinched off in the middle, 
accessible by pedestrian traffic, 
or by a complicated series ofleft 
tums from downtown, or by a 
death defying lunge against 
opposing traffic heading up 
around the bend of Unity. The 
bridge was closed because "the 
concrete under the bridge was 
cracking and becoming unsta
ble," said DPW superintendent 
Tom Bergeron. 

Forttmately, in an odd exam
ple of bureaucratic synchronici
ty, Mass Highway, which had 
been plodding through the 
design phase for replacing the 
bridge for years, suddenly 
decided to fast track the process 
and get the $2.1 million bridge 

constrnction project out to bid 
by the end of this year. 

Montague town planner Dan 
Laroche said, "That's a relative
ly small sum of money for a 
bridge project. Repairing 
bridges is priority number one 
for the governor and the legisla
tttre. Because it's a relatively 
small sum, and they have a big 
pot of money to spend, they 
could fit this project in this year. 
By spring or smmner of 2009, it 
will be under construction." 

LaRoche said Mass Highway 
recently notified the town of the 
accelerated schedule. The need 
to acquire temporaty and per
manent easements for construct
ing the new bridge "is the driv
ing force for the special town 
meeting" scheduled for 
Wednesday, Jatma1y 23rd, to get 
the language for those ease
ments approved so the state can 
proceed quickly to the 100% 
design phase for the new bridge. 

That day cannot come too 
soon for residents like Marie 
Castine, who has operated a hair 
salon, Castine's Creations, on 
the comer of Prospect and Unity 
for the last 35 yeat·s. "Business 
is the worst it's ever been," said 
Castine. "People have to call me 
and ask me how to get here. 
There is no easy way. It's way 
past time when that bridge 
should have been fixed." 

Nina Rossi, whose house on 
Central Street abuts the area 
where constrnction easements 
will be required, attended a 
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meeting with other abutters and 
Mass Highway representative 
Pamela Prentice on Wednesday, 
Januaty 9th in town hall. She 
said some abutters were con
cerned about the stability of the 
soil under the bridge, which is 
located in an at·ea where an 
"tmdergrotmd spring" or per
haps sto1m drain runoff, has 
flowed down the hill for 
decades. Some of the houses are 
located quite close to the pres
ent bridge abutments, and Mass 
Highway is seeking pe1manent 
easements for a few extra 
squat·e feet ofland on both sides 
of Spring Street to make way for 
the new constrnction. "But I'm 
sure the engineers from Mass 
Highway have that [ unstable 
soil] factored in, they've been 
stttdying it for so long," Rossi 
said. 

The new bridge will be a sin
gle concrete span on concrete 
abutments, 23 feet wide with a 
six-foot sidewalk. Laroche said 
the neighbors' concerns from a 
2003 25% design heat-mg had 
been taken into account in the 
design, which, he said, would 
featttre "nice lighting and rail
ings to fit in with the neighbor
hood." However, Sawyer
Laucanno, who was also present 
at the Janua1y 9th meeting, said 
he thought Mass Highway 
would only supply those fea
tttres if the town was willing to 
pay extra for them, and Laroche 
admitted he had not seen final 
design drawings, which were 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUCE LOG 

Suspicious Vehicles, Yelling 
Wednesday, 1-9 
5:15 am. DMV Rt. 2, vehicle 
removed. 
6 am. Alann on State Road, 
building fotmd secure. 

Friday, 1-11 
12:15 am. Repo1tofloudmusic 
and vehicles spinning tires on 
Motmtain Road; searched area, 
vehicles gone on an-ival. 
12:45 pm. Breaking and enter
ing at Pratt Street; report taken. 
8: 13 p.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

ing, no inspection sticker and 
operating a motor vehicle with
out a license. Vehicle towed. 

Saturday, 1-12 
1 :20 am. Assisted Northfield 
with two arrests. 
7:34 am. One cat· accident on 
Route 2, top of West bypass. 
11 :38 a.m. Suspicious motor 
vehicles at Motmtain Road. 
11 :25 p m. AITested 

for operating a 
motor vehicle after suspension, 
default and straight watTent. 

Sunday, 1-13 
12:48 am. Report of fight on 
Pratt Street. Male and female 
yelling at one another; no phys
ical altercation. 
11 :25 p.m. Arrested 

for speeding, oper
ating a motor vehicle with a 
revoked license and an active 
watTant. 

Monday, 1-14 
8:30 Accident on Route 2 and 
Old State Road West; vehicle 
towed, no injuries. 

11 

not provided at last week's 
meeting as expected. 

In any event, it is unlikely the 
new bridge will fit as hat1no
niously into the lay of the land 
as the old bati-el vault does. "I 
love that old bridge," said 
Rossi. "They don't build 
bridges like that anymore. It's 
not squat·e to your view anyway 
you approach it." 

hood has held annual "bridge 
parties" there for the last three 
Octobers, with live music, and 
20 to 40 neighbors attending. 

Rossi noted the neighbor
hood had fotmd various uses for 
the bridge since it had been 
closed to automobile traffic, 
"some good, some bad." She 
said it had been "a bit of a drink
ing spot," for a while, and "a 
platform for graffiti, especially 
when (TFHS high school stt1-
dent] Erik Zeiba died." But she 
also noted that the neighbor-

Librarian Sue San Soucie 
said she remembered walking 
up to the Central Street School 
when she was a little girl, and 
pausing tmder the b11dge with 
other school children to yell and 
hear the echoes. 

At the J anuaty 9th meeting, 
the Mass Highway representa
tive assured abutters that every 
attempt would be made to 
replace native plantings when 
the new bridge was constrncted 
next yeat·. Rossi had the last 
laugh on that one. "Oh, yes, 
please replace the bitter-
sweet. and poison ivy," 1~!!!11 
she said. 11!1 

~t c.lear Cho1. 
~o ~ ("9 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
( 4 1 3)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Eslimales 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Conrra~.tor Rc9.1 l 07141 
Mass. 1,icens<! #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

If-more of us valued food and cheer and song 
above hoarded gold, i.t would be a merrier world. 

,.. JR.R. Tolkein 

As a locally owned cooperative, we've been 
helping people celebrate with goodfoodfor 

30 years in Franklin County. 

Franklin Community Cooperative 
Deli & Balmy Organic Produce 

Supplements & Natural Groceries 
Local Specialties 

One co-op ... two stores. 
Green Fields Market 
144 Maio Street, Greenfield 
M•F 8•8, Sat 9•6, Sun 10•5 

( 413) 773-9567 

~8~, McCusker's Market 

11\1}\Rl{BT' 
3 State Street, Shelburne Falls 

Open Dally 7 •7 
( 413)62S•9411 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & H<»ne Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

sh to see in the world. 
ES I LOGOS I MARKETING 

93 I www.h2-om.com 

HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

From Curtains to cutting boards & so much more. 
Come in to see our everyday specials. 

Mon.-Fri.9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 12-4 
329 Deerfield St., Greenfield 773-3911 

www.andysaok.com 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS,GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Gen Johnson & ~s1onatts 

Rl'ALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(41.\) 863-9736 
Fax ( 413) 863-9739 

SINCE 1970 
llCENSED, INSURED

INTERIORIEXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

1---------, 
1 Got Gas?: I Aubuchon has all the propane you need, all year round. 

1 $lOO OFF Oil-up with this coupon 1 

I ,.,,,,,,,, Flf/8 St,re,.,, I 
l.t,, 

1281
"""'

1 413-863-2100 
~:i!i.llR~ I 

- MIIICIC#fONHAROWARE (eq,ir.,J••••ry;l,1Jl08) 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD 

Tri-County Awarded Town Hall, Senior Center Renovation 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN 

Wendell received three bids 
for renovating the town hall to 
accommodate the needs of the 
Good Neighbors food pantiy. 
Each bid gave a price for each 
detail of the overall job: 
installing shelving, repairing 
floor joists, and so forth, and 
each bidder was comparatively 
high on one item, lower on 
another. 

Sun Builders of Wendell bid 
$250 for repair of the floor joists, 
depending on what was neces
sary, while Tri-County Builders, 
also of Wendell, bid $400 for 
that aspect of the job, bringing 
their total bid to $3700. That 
amount topped Stm Builders' 
total bid, but since it was a finn 
number the selectboard accepted 
it. 

Selectboard member 
Christine Heard thought it would 
be too difficult to separate the 
project into its many component 
pa1ts to get the lowest cost for 
each item. 

Tri-Cotmty also received the 
contract for caipentiy work to 
conve1t the former town libraiy 
into a senior center, for $5,750. 
Tri-Cotmty was the only bidder 
on that job. 

Pushing for Regionalization 
Michael Idoine of the finance 

committee came to the select
board office and said his com-
1nittee ( consisting of two mem
bers, Idoine and Jim Slavas) was 
ready to sub1nit a budget request 
within a week. Slavas attended 
the Mahai· K through 12 region
alization meeting, where he 

reported other parties are push
ing hard for a four-town K 
through 12 school dist11ct, to 
include Wendell, New Salem, 
Petershain ai1d Orange. Aldrich 
said two members of the New 
Salem selectboai·d also attended 
that meeting. 

Heai·d asked when the finai1ce 
committee wanted to discuss pay 
scales, and Idoine suggested 
they take that up at the next 
selectboai·d meeting, Janua1y 
23rd. 

Preparing for Auction 
The January 9th Wendell 

selectboai·d meeting opened with 
town treasurer Carolyn Manley 
asking questions to help her pre
pare town prope1ties for auction. 
She said she would not be ready 
for Mai·ch 15th, but expected to 
be ready to offer 15 to 20 tax title 
prope1ties for auction later in the 
spring. Several properties have 
problems, and their auction will 
have to wait for ai1other yeai·, 
Manley said. 

While on the topic of problem 
prope1ties, the boai·d discussed a 
house on Depot Road, owned by 
Fleet Bank, that has never been 
occupied, is situated on a lot that 
is too small for both a well and a 
septic system, and whose p110r 
owner and abutters have differ
ent ideas of where the border of 
the lot is actually located. The 
building has fallen into disrepair, 
and the board of health has rec
ommended that it be demol
ished, rather than sold as is or 
with a disclaimer. 

Selectboard chair Ted Lewis 
asked if the town owned the 

house and suggested that the fire 
depaitment use it for practice, if 
so. Selectboard member Dan 
Keller said that would require 
DEP approval. He favored 
avoiding liability by demolish
ing the building and selling the 
prope1ty as tmdeveloped land. 

Another property has 39 heirs 
who need to be contacted before 
the town can take the property. 

Town Counsel Criticized 
Manley asked the select

board's opinion of the new town 
cotmsel, Kopehnan and Paige, 
and said, in her opinion, their 
slow responses working on the 
USDA loan for the new town 
buildings almost blew the clos
ing. Lewis said he did not like 
working with Kopelman and 
Paige, and said they had not fol
lowed through with written 
copies of telephone answers, as 
they said they would dmmg the 
interviews, in January of 2007, 
when the town was seeking a 
new attorney to replace John 
Gates, who was retiimg. 

But Keller said that in his 
dealings with them during the 
constmction projects he fotmd 
Kopelman and Paige to be 
prompt and ve1y helpfol. He 
agreed that sometimes a tele
phone call at the 11ght time might 
help keep a project moving. 

Manley also wanted advice 
on picking a title seai·ch lawyer 
and auctioneer. Land comt is 
held in Boston, and paying for a 
lawyer's ti1ps to Boston would 
be expensive. She said Ashfield 
has a good auctioneer, but he is 
expensive. Later, Manley noted 

that the main pmpose of the sale 
of prope1ties taken by the town 
is to put the pai·cels back on the 
tax rolls, rather thai1 to make 
money on the sale. She said the 
town should adve1tise the auc
tion throughout the state. 

Ht>alth Board Complaint 
Lollllie Ricketts of the board 

of health brought a list of com
plaints about conditions in the 
kitchen of the office building, 
perishable food left on counter 
tops, spoiling in the refi.1gerator, 
the coffeepot unwashed, and 
signs of rodents on the cotmter
top, all since the conservation 
commission recently moved into 
the new office building. Ricketts 
had photographs. A toaster oven 
ai1d another cooker are located in 
the kitchen, and neither is clean 
or vented, Ricketts said. The 
refugerator is meant for employ
ees working all day in the build
ing to keep their hmches. Any 
tmsealed food should be taken 
home, and counters cleaned at 
the end of eve1y day. He got 
approval from the selectboai·d 
for a board of health member to 
clean out the refi.1gerator weekly. 

Selectboai·d members signed 
an appointment slip for Jim 
Dtlilll of West Sti·eet to the plan
ning boai·d, as requested by other 
members of the planning boai·d. 
They also signed the waiTant for 
the Massachusetts p11mary elec
tion. 

Town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich read a letter from the 
USDA that said Wendell has 
bon-owed over $500,000 from 
the USDA, and so is subject to 

an annual audit. According to 
town auditor Tom Scanlon, the 
town is due for an audit this year 
anyway. 

Power Line Spraying 
National Grid submitted a 

map of the electl1c power lines 
for which they plan to conti·ol 
vegetation by spraying, also 
showing public water supply 
wells and p11vate wells within 
one half mile of the proposed 
spraying. 

The steering committee for 
Hands Across No1th Quabbin 
Network sent the town an invita
tion for a cross section of resi
dents to attend a meeting on 
Januaiy 26th at 1:00 pm. in the 
Athol CCD Building, to pa1tici
pate in planning an action fonun, 
scheduled to take place May 3rd. 
The fomm is plaimed to identify 
a significant issue that partici
pants will be willing to work on 
for the upco1ning year. A similar 
process was a major factor in the 
restoration of accreditation for 
the Athol-Royalston school dis-
111ct. 

The selectboard decided not 
to take advantage of the Energy 
Perfo1mance Conti·acting offered 
by the Franklin Cotmty Regional 
Cotmcil of Governments. The 
new large buildings that are 
occupied most often were 
designed with low energy con
smnption always in 1nind; the 
new senior center will be insulat
ed and the town hall gets only 
occasional use; and the highway 
gai·age and fire station building 
need more than energy perfor
mance conti·acting. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

Europea 
Preventative 
Aftermarket P. 
Performance 
Suspension U 
General Repai 
Custom Exhaust • Detailing 

Sam and Zeck 
77S-0091 

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKnR 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

SALON 107 
$7.00 cuts 

to all disabl&d, veterans, and sen;o, citizens! 
We are willing to travel lo the houses 

of elderly who can no ionger get oot much. 

{Now hiring 3 ti;eMed a/Id experienced stylists or bill'be,'S 
to statt immediately either FT or Pl) 

114 Wells Street Look·ng to h·re 
Greenfield, MA 01301 1 

. 
1 

. Debra Mathey 
772-0284 superv,sorlstyt,st! owner ar)d stytist 

i0n'laissance lii;iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
4 l 3/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

t!RSATIVS NAIRt!UIIING 
PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

Men, Women 8, l!hlldt"en 

r:~1~~%-~ 
Yo1.1 ean get thete ftotwa hete ... 

74 PIIOIPSM IT. TUIINSIII FAlU 

(nl) 438-8489 
(508) 633.2552 

Antique 
Clocks 

Bought & Sold 

~ 
BOBPACY 

NAWCC No. 0101315 
WILL TRAVEL StONEHAM, MA02180 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Otc.Fax:413498-0208 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald Hom~ Phonc:413 863·9166 
ASR.CRS,e-PRO,GRI S.9ES,C6R HomeFax:413-863-0218 
REALTOR Em<>il o<!d,on 1@comca,t.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

Terrarium Supply 

~RaI'e'. ~ 
.. ~ Exotic, 
-, Tropical & 

~ CarniVOI'OUS Plants 

-~.;:i Poison Dart Frogs 

413-883-2770 ~ 
www.blackjungle.com 
370 Avenue A, Turners Falls AIA, 01376 f-
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: Jan. 18th-24th 

Friday, January 18 
8:00 am Montague Update Steven Kulik 
9:00 am Montague Select Board (117/08) 
11 00 am Carlos W. Anderson: Shekinah 
1200 pm Preachin the Blues 

11:30 am Carlos W. Anderson A House 
Divided 
12:30 pm Discovery Center: Woodpeckers 
6 30 pm Independent Voices 39 

Dialysis Explained 
1 :00 pm Road to Recovery Addiction 
Treatment 
6:00 pm On The Ridge: Christmas Show 
7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting (1/8/08) 
9:30 pm Our Lady of Czestochowa: Volume 
7 
1000 pm Peske Park Dedication 
1030 pm Denmark the View the Vision 
11:00 pm Montague Grange Variety 

Saturday, January 19 
8:00 am On The Ridge: Christmas Show 
8:30 am GMRSD Meeting (118108) 
11:00 am Our Lady of Czestochowa: 
Volume 7 
11:30 am Peske Park Dedication 

7 00 pm Montague Select Board: (117/08) 
9 00 pm Our Lady of Czestochowa: Volume 
7 
9 30 pm Montague Update: Susan Shilliday 
10:00 pm Living in the Shadow of Vermont 
Yankee 
11 :00 pm Mik TV 

Tuesday, January 22 
8 00 am Independent Voices 39 
8:30 am Our Lady of Czestochowa: Volume 
7 
9 30 am Montague Update: Susan Shilliday 
10:00 am Living in the Shadow of Vermont 
Yankee 
11 :00 am Mik Tv 
600 pm Montague Update: John Hanold 
7 00 pm Select Board Meeting (Live) 
TBD GMRSD (Broadcast and Joined in 

12 00 pm Denmark The V"tew the Vision 
1230 pm Montague Grange Variety 
6:00 pm Montague Update 
Collaborative 

3D progress following completion of Select 
Board Meeting) JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ --

6:30 pm Road to Recovery: Helping 
Families Find Recovery 
7:30 pm Sustainable Energy 
8:30 pm This is Montague 
9:00 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders 
1000 pm Peoples Harvest 

Sunday, January 20 

10:00 pm Positive Profiles in Courage 
10:30 pm Windchanger: Purple Koi 

Wednesday, January 23 
8 00 am Montague Update: John Hanold 
9:00 am Positive Profiles in Courage 
11:00 am Windchanger Purple Koi 
6:00 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders 

8:00 am Montague Update: 3D 6 30 pm Denmark the View the Vision 

Q. This may sound like a 
crazy question, but is it possible 
to use your own stomach to take 
over for your kidneys when they 
aren 'I. working right? Collaborative 

8:30 am Road to Recovery: Helping 
Families Find Recovery 
9:30 am Sustainable Energy 
10 30 am This is Montague 
11 00 am Naturalist Laurie Sanders 
1200 pm Peoples Harvest 
6:00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: Paul 
Menchaca 
6:30 pm Physician Focus: Preventing 
Medication Errors 
7:30 pm Common Man: Eric Goodchild 
8:30 pm Great Falls Middle School Soccer 
9:30 pm Carlos W. Anderson: A House 
Divided 
10 30 pm Discovery Center: Woodpeckers 

Monday, January 21 
8:00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: Paul 
Menchaca 
8:30am Physician Focus: Preventing 
Medication Errors 
9:30 am Common Man: Eric Goodchild 
1030 am Great Falls Middle School Soccer 

7 00 pm Physician Focus: Becoming a 
Smarter Patient 
7 30 pm Sustainable Eoorgy 
8 30 pm This is Montague 
9 00 pm Birds of Prey 
10:30 pm Living in the Shadow of Vermont 
Yankee 

Thursday, January 24 
8 00 am Naturalist Laurie Sanders 
8:30 am Denmark the V1ew the Vision 
9 00 am Physician Focus: Becoming a 
Smarter Patient 
9 30 am Sustainable Eoorgy 
10:30 am This is Montague 
11 :00 am Birds of Prey 
12:30 pm Living in the Shadow of Vermont 
Yankee 
600 pm Montague Update: Paul Mariani 
7 00 pm Montague Select Board: (1/22/08) 
9 00 pm Mind Control 
9 30 pm Montague Machioo 
10:30 pm Senior Self Defense 

This question isn't as bizaffe 
as it seems. It is possible to use 
the abdominal cavity, which 
includes the stomach, to per
form kidney functions. 

Kidneys are designed to 
remove waste and extra fluid 
from your blood. These organs 
contain Inillions of tiny blood 
vessels to handle this task. They 
also make hom1ones that keep 
your bones strong and your 
blood healthy. 

If your kidneys aren't work
ing properly, unwanted sub-

Learn Video Editing At MCTV 
Montague Community TV 

(MCTV) will offer free video 
editing training on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m. sta1ting 
on Wednesday, Janua1y 23, 
2008. The classes will take 
place at the MCTV sh1dio at 34 
Second Street, Turners Falls. 

MCTV has about ten pro
grams including the Veterans 
Day event, Senior Center events 
and Discove1y Center Conceits, 
that need to be edited. This is a 
perfect opportunity to volunteer 
to help your community and 
learn to edit (or hone your 
skills) at the same time. 

If you already know how to 
edit using Final Cut, and 
Wednesday evenings are not 
good for you, call the station, 

ask for Robin and we'll all'ange 
time for you to come in and do 
some editing at your conve
nience. 

But don't let lack of editing 
knowledge stop you, we'll train 
you and work with you as you 

edit programs. 
To sign-up for the class 

please call the station at ( 413) 
863-9200 and ask to speak to 
Robin or Dean. If you already 
know how to edit ask to speak 
to Robin. 

Suzea savs: Nev. Wash ill 
Wash big stufll 

Get it all done at oncal 
Upto37 loads ata time!~ 

~-- lwhoaJ ~ 
Always Hot Dryers! 

Suzee's Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

stances in the blood can be 
removed through a process 
called dialysis. Most people 
who need dialysis can lead a 
reasonably nonnal life. 

There are two types of dialy
sis - hemodialysis or peritoneal 
dialysis. 

In hemodialysis, a patient is 
connected to an aitificial kidney. 
This mechanical kidney - or dia
lyzer - filters the blood and then 
it is rehuned to the patient. The 
treatment time typically lasts 
three to four hom-s. Most people 
suffering chronic kidney failure 
require hemodialysis three times 
a week. Hemodialysis can be 
done in a healthcare facility or at 
home. 

In peritoneal dialysis, the fil
ter that is used is the peri
toneum, the large, blood-rich 
membrane lining the abdomen 
and the organs within it. A fluid 
is sent into the abdolninal cavity 
via a catheter inse1ted into the 
abdominal wall. This fluid 
(dialysate) is left in the cavity 
long enough to absorb blood 
wastes. Then the fluid is drained 
and replaced. 

Peritoneal dialysis can be 
done by hand or with a machine. 

In continuous ambulato1y 
peritoneal dialysis (CAPD), the 
abdominal cavity is filled with 
dialysate and drained by hand. A 
usual schedule is three or four 
half-hour exchanges during the 

day and one at night. The proce
dure can be done anywhere. You 
can follow your nonnal routine 
while the fluid is in your 
abdomen. 

In continuous cycling peri
toneal dialysis (CCPD), a 
machine infuses and drains 
dialysate several times while 
you sleep. This procedure 
requires that you ai·e linked to 
the machine for 10 to 12 hours 
at night. During the day, you are 
free of the machine, but you 
maintain fluid in your cavity. 

Dialysis is usually prescribed 
when kidney problems are 
responsible for the following: 
heart failure, abnonnal brain 
function, inflammation of the 
sac around the hea1t, an over
load of body fluid, high acid or 
potassium levels in the blood. 

More than half of the people 
on long-te1m dialysis are 60 or 
older. Older people often adapt 
more easily than younger people 
to long-te1m dialysis. However, 
seniors are more likely to find 
the treatments tiring. 

If you have a question, please 
write: fred@healthygeezer.com. 

Erving Selectboard Meeting 
cancelled due to snow (1/14) 
has been rescheduled on 
Tuesday, January 22nd at 6 
p.m. at town hall. Call 422-2800 
x 100 for more info. 

WINIERSAIE 
January 22nd • February 2nd 

20°/o OFF 
All regularly priced merchandise 

10°/o OFF 
All previously marked down items 

NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Hours: Mon.-sat. 9-5:20, Fri. 'til 8:20 ·exc/ud,ng pollems & sp,c1al order, 

'fl~X'fll,I~ COlll1ANY, INC. 
Power Square, Greenfield, Mass, • (413) 773-7516 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

aKnt!i1tlf.Z. 
,.....\.).- St.ce f9f0 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS . SUNDRIES . WALLPAPER . BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA. GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~"~ ~ ,,,~~ 

540 Northfield Rd., Bemardston 1-800-327-99?2 
www.countryoil.com 413-'46-99l2 

~ Annual 
•~ HealQI 

Svstem 
Cleantn1 

* Pl1mblllll 
l~ Repairs 

~ LICENSED 
W~ TECH· 

NICIANS 
#M10588 (MA) 

Avenue A Cafe 
Home of Cup O'Joe 

Now open Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday evenings until 8 p.m. 

Come by for a. hot meal and 
grea.f conversa.fion! 

Hours: Mon, Wed, Fn 6am-8:ddpm •Tues, f-hurs 6am-:,pm 
Sat 7am-3pm • Sun Sam-lpm 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, l\IA 01376 
(413) 863-2800 I www_avenueacafe_com 

Simons & Simons 
A'ITORNEYS AT LAW 

Thomas G. Simons • Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

---------
77 Fourth Street• Turners Falls, MA 

(413) 863-9506 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

f Storm Damage Prevention & 
Restoration 
f Cabling & Bracing 
fShade Tree Maintenance 
fTree Removal 

Matthew Edwards 

f Owner 

f Climber 

f Insured 

Wendell • 978-544- 7 452 

CASH PAID 10Rwm CDs 
lPs 
DVDs 

N~RT~M~~N. fASIHAM~~N. ~~Amrn~~~. mNf • l\J~NITTJPmM 
1115nmia m511.JB1~ mrn1.Bm rnJJ5o.rum 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part LXII 
CHRISTMAS 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Christmas was a bright 
spot in our lives. Miss Pogoda 
put on a Christmas play, giving 
all the students a pa1t. I had 
only to read the play a few 
times to learn most of the lines, 
in addition to my own. If 
someone was out sick during 
rehearsal, I knew their pa1t and 
filled in. 

A couple of days before 
Christmas, Miss Pogoda sent 
the boys out to find a Christmas 
tree. We'd long since picked 
one out during the smmner, but 
we weren't about to give up our 
holiday from classes. While we 
roamed freely through the 
woods, happy to have a day off, 
the girls made popcorn to 
string. They also cut and pasted 
colored strips of construction 
paper to fo1m chains, and made 

angels, bells, and other 
decorations to hang on the tree. 
About an hour before the school 
day ended, we showed up with 
the tree, a hemlock, which 
became a thing of beauty with 
the ornaments the girls made. 

The Christmas play crowned 
the grandeur of the Christmas 
pageant. Our parents came to 
watch. Every student had their 
moment of glory with a 
speaking part, from the 
youngest to the oldest. 

Irene got to play Ma1y. Miss 
Pogoda asked her to bring a doll 
to use as baby Jesus. After 
school, Irene confessed that she 
had only a rag doll Ma had 
fashioned out of a stocking. 
Miss Pogoda told Irene not to 
worry because she would bring 
a doll she'd saved from 
childhood. 

The doll had silky blond hair 
and was beautifully dressed. 

REPORTER ClASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. JAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 
Plow Frau & Bow Wow is a VERY 
successful "clean-out, hauling, and 
snow plowing" business. 
Community oriented, 
environmentally friendly, FUN, 
interesting, and unique. 
Please call Sita for details 413-834-
7569. 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small -
General Carpentry and home 
repairs. Custom shelves a specialty. 
Call David, 413-863-9296. 

GENTLE YOGA - Wednesdays 12-
1 30PM, January 9th - February 
13th, Soothing pace to support 
health and happiness. Living Room 

Yoga on Chestnut Hill, Montague. 
413-367-2658 
www. I ivi ng room yoga. net; 
enzer@earthlink.net 

MASONRY - Stephen Cahill 
Masonry. Brick and stonework 
fireplaces, chimneys, patios, 
walkways, steps, repointing, 
foundation repairs. Insured. Free 
estimates: 413-824-9717 
doosel9@yahoo.com. 

FOR RENT - Large three bedroom 
house available on peaceful cul-de
sac right near downtown Turners 
Falls. $750 plus utilities, available 
now. (510) 499-8894 

Special Off er for 
Reporter Subscribers! 
Any paid subscriber to the Montague 

Reporter may have one free classified ad 
in 2008, up to 20 words. Contact us at 

413-863-8666 or 
reporter@Montaguema.net 

(Pay for a second week, get a third week free!) 

For the play, Irene removed the 
dress and wrapped the baby in a 
blanket. At the end of each day, 
she dressed the doll and put it 
back in the box. Miss Pogoda 
allowed Irene to take the doll 
home each night, impressing on 
Irene that this was a favorite 
doll from childhood and asking 
her to take good care of it. The 
real baby Jesus would not have 
received better care. 

For Pa, this was his worst 
Christmas. He had little hope of 
going back to work soon; there 
were bills to pay; I'm sure the 
mortgage was in anears, and 
Ma was barely suppo1ting us 
with her WPA sewing job. Still, 
it wasn't all that bad. Ma was 
working steady; the kitchen 
was wann; there was food on 
the table; Ma was happy to be 
getting out of the house and to 
be the breadwinner. While she 
prepared food for Wigilia, the 
traditional Polish Christmas eve 
dinner, we got ready to go to the 
school play - the highlight of 
the year. 

The house bustled with 
preparations. We took turns 
using the minor hanging on the 
kitchen wall. Pa sat at the table 
with a necktie on and his hair 
slicked down, ready to go to the 
play. 

Ma began humming 
Christmas carols. She liked to 
sing, Dzisaj w Bet/am, "Today 
in Bethlehem". Pa sang a verse. 
She answered with the next; 
then, they both sang the chorus 
together. The spmt of 
Christmas filled the kitchen. I 
felt wa1m and secure in the 
presence of this love and 
ha1mony. 

Emmy was standing in front 
of the 1niITor combing her hair 
when someone knocked. She 
opened the door. A wintry blast 
blew in. A fellow member of 
the Saint Stanislaus Society 
stood there, grinning. He held a 
food basket wrapped in 
cellophane with a big red bow 
on the handle. 

The Saint Stanislaus Society 
offered insurance at reasonable 
rates, marched in processions to 
the church on holidays, threw a 
Christmas party for members' 
kids and gave baskets to the 
poor. Pa was always quite 
proud of his involvement with 
Saint Stan's and the giving of 
charitable gifts to the poor at 
Christmas. 

At first we thought the man 
from the Society Inight have 
stopped to get directions to a 
poor fainily's home. Then we 
realized that we were the 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse 
. • , Saturday, Jan. 19th 

•~~ ~ ~ .. ~ Come Rock Out! 

Outerspace 
Banet 

ONLY AREA SHOW 
Tickets on sale at the 

Roadhouse 

Jan. 25th --James Montgomery 
Ottomatic Slim opens 8:00 pm 

OUR KITCHEN -- GOOD FOOD -- IS OPEN 

ALL NIGHT LONG 

Route 63 Roadhouse • Millers Falls 
413-659-3384 • www.rt63roadhouse.com 

recipients. The bustling 
stopped. Pa looked mortified. 
The man stood in the doo1way 
grinning like a fool. 

"Come in," Pa said. 
The man stepped inside and 

closed the door. He held the 
basket in front of him. No one 
came to take it. After a long 
silence, the man stepped 
forward to set the basket on the 
table. He stepped back, still 
grinning. He waited for a 
response. None came. 

"Meny Christmas," he said, 
lamely, as though he didn't 
know what else to say. 

"Thank you," Pa replied. 
The man stood, shifting his 

weight from foot to foot. 
"Well, I got to get going. Got 

more baskets to give to the .... " 
And he was gone. 

Cooled by the blast of frigid 
air, the kitchen felt chilly. The 
lamp that had cast such a 
cheerful glow now seemed dull. 
The room looked drab. Black 
patches showed where the 
linoleum had worn through. 
Clothes drying on a line stmng 
by the wood stove now htmg 
like dingy rags. Even the IniITor 
looked shabby with the silver 
backing peeling away in one 
comer and its glass wavy with 
imperfections. 

The girls stopped primping. 
Pa got up, went into his 
bedroom and closed the door. 
We tromped somberly to the 
school. Miss Pogoda didn't ask 
why Ma or Pa hadn't come to 
the play. 

That evening, when the play 
was over, Irene lovingly 
dressed Miss Pogoda's doll for 
the last time, put it back in the 
box and closed the cover. It was 
getting late and Irene was 
keeping Miss Pogoda from 
leaving. At last, Irene handed 
her the doll. 

"Meny Christmas, Irene. 
You've taken such good care of 
the doll, you may keep it." Irene 
was dumbfounded and could 
only hold it close. 

- Continued Next Week 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Negus ~ Taylorl Inc. 
Monument.s ~ff!!JVC 

~"-?'¼ fc, 

, We e11gr:1ve i~ 

:memone.r 

People often come to see us 
be<:ouse their porents 
ond their gron<\,orents did. 
We're proud to hove 
that kind of loyalty, } that last forever '• 

MAIN OFFICE n3-9s52~ 10 '4II Street. Greenfield, MA 
"The perfect remembli;U\ce' 

ond we work l,ord to keep it. 
• Gory ond Nancy Melen 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easx in-t.own location 
Secure 24-hotu· access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE 
Remodeling & Renovation 

Toco MULLER 
413-775-3575 

"One Call Does It Alf' 

Serving the entire 
Montague Reporter 

readership area HIC# 149347 

~~::w Brian R. San Soucie 
'C~)' Locksmith - CRL 

SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured 1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague St•1<«?l 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

BHpcrr 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fax 863-8022 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
HJC #134741 
Insured 

~ EASTERN 

Q s~,~~~~!~t!~~~~ 
fntraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26th 
Wendell Full Moon Coffee House, 
Wendell: Gypsy Wranglers. 
Proceeds benefit the Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse, 8 p.m. 
Open Mic 7:30 p.m. 

present to discuss these intricate 
and involving films. Music before 
the movie 7 p.m., movie 7:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17th 
Film Showing: An Inconvenient 
Truth presented at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls. 
Museum opens at 6:30 p.m.; pro
gram starts at 7 p.m., with one inter
mission. www.greatfallsma.org 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18th 
Mount Grace Land Conservation 
Trust Benefit Concert & Silent 
Auction, Sweeney Concert Hall, 
Smith College, 7:30 p.m. Piano per
formance by Steven Schoenberg. 
Silent auction. Tickets: $20, or $50 
includes post-concert reception, 
available through the Northampton 
Box Office or at the door. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Lost h:, ihe ~e - rock & roll 
covers, come to dance! 9:30 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
The Lonesome Brothers: 
Ray Mason & Company make 
their Voo Debut, 9 p.m. $5 . 

Deja Brew, Wendell: do1h 
l..avangia -Johnny Cash covers, no 
cover. 9 to 11 .p.m. 

The Fourth Annual Duopalooza 
Concert Benefit for Class Action, All 
Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Greenfield. Charlie King & Karen 
Brandow host, Claudia Schmidt & 
Sally Rogers join them. 8 p.m. 
Tickets: door: $18, $15 advance. 
Call (413) 585-9709 or info@clas
sism.org. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19th 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography: Paul Taylor Themes 
and Variations Reception 1 to 5 

p.m. at Gallery 85, Turners Falls 
Artist Talk - 7:30 p.m. Photographs 
displayed 1/17 to 3/16. Susan kae 
Grant Night Journeys Reception at 
Gallery 52 & 56, 1 - 5 p.m. 

Echo Lake Coffee House, Leverett: 
rrli1tt Agrarwff, comedic 

- guitar, Mark Dunlap -bass, Adam 
Call - sax, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, 78 Third Street, 
Turners Falls: Ghost Quartet, pro
gressive electric jazz trio with 
guests, 8 p.m., no cover. 

GypfY Wranglers perform at the Wendell Full Moon Coffee House Saturday, 
January 26th, 8 p.m. Special blend of Acoustic Swing Music drawn from GypfY 

JaZXi Cowbqy Swing, French Musette, B~ Band and New Orleans Jaz.z: 

singer/songwriter, 7:30 p.m. 
$12/$10 seniors. (413) 548-9394. 
Mike Agranoff plays a fingerstyle 
guitar in idioms ranging from 
ancient harp tunes to obscure Tin
Pan-Alley compositions. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
OutS?Spics tmd, 9 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rockit Queer 4, the Valley's best 
dance party, 9 p.m. 863-2866. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: DJ Mafu's DJ 
Party, no cover. 9 to 11 .p.m. 

All Out Adventure Winter Outdoor 
Recreation Programs: Wendell 
State Forest. Every Saturday till 
February 23rd. Cross-country ski
ing, snowshoeing, kicksledding, ice 
skating, sled hockey & snowmobile 
rides. Pre-registration please. (413) 
527-8980, www.mass.gov/dcr/uni
versal_access. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20th 
Scandinavian Dance, Third 
Sundays at the Montague Grange, 
Montague Center. Music for tradi
tional couples' dancing, instruction 
provided. $8 donation suggested. 
Info (413) 253-0525. 

The Dead of Winter Film Series at 
the Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center. Free film for the frozen: Pl)' 
For Xlf,ht (1973) Francois 
Truffaut's paean to filmmaking. 7 
p.m. Free (with a passed hat); food 
& drink at the Lady Killigrew & the 
Night Kitchen. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 21st 
Ristorante DiPaolo, Turners Falls, 
lntnpkly 1- '.Batlli -John Michaels 

Evening Sing-Alongs at Montague 
Center Library, 6:30 p.m. Children's 
Librarian, Linda Hickman, plays gui
tar and banjo performs children's 
music. For children of any age and 
their families. Info 863-3214 during 
the week, or Montague Center 
Library, 367-2852, on Monday 
evenings. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH 
Montague Parks & Recreation 
Family Fun Nights, Friday evenings 
6:30 - 8 p.m. Unity Park Fieldhouse, 
Turners Falls. Ping-pong, board 
games, music, and raffles! Snacks. 
Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Free. Registration not 
required, drop-in program, also 
February 29th, & March 28th. 

Introduction to Snowshoeing for 
Seniors. 9-11 :30 a.m. For ages 50 
and older. $5 per person, $17 with 
snowshoe rentals. Pre-registration 
required. 800-859-2960. Learn to 
snowshoe, observe animals' life sto
ries in the snow. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
.Jmes 'Mootgomeey &
Oltom:tk tlfro opens. 8 p.m. 
(413) 659-3384. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Lady Elvis and Fletcher & Manzi, 9 
p.m., $3 cover. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Adam 
'Bugeton - Classical Piano, no 
cover. 8 to 10 .p.m. 

Science & Nature Poetry & Prose 
Open Mike Night at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center featuring special 
guests Susie Patlove and Susan 
Middleton. 7 p.m. 

6th Annual Anti-Racism Film 
Festival at All Souls Unitarian -
Universalist Church, Greenfield. 1 to 
9:30 p.m. Movies: at 1 p.m.-The 
Letter, 3 p.m.- Edge of America, 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.- Pizza and Salad 
Dinner (Donations requested), 6:45 
p.m.- Freedom/and. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Hayward Jones Fitzpatrick (AKA 
Unit 6. 75) 863-2866. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
ttrmge trew - rock & roll! 9:30 
p.m. (413) 659-3384. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27th 
Family Contra Dance at the 
Montague Grange. Dances are 
taught and geared toward the whole 
family. $7-12/family or $4/person. 
Dances are the last Sunday of the 
month thru April, 413-367-9608. 

Quabbin Valley Pro Musica concert 
at Central Congregational Church, 
Orange, 4 p.m. Charles Heffernan, 
conducts Laudate Dominum. 
Tickets are $10 each at the door or 
at www.1794meetinghouse.org. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 28TH 
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, l]);a Silvmtei,, ~ 141 
(l)'flnkma - wind instruments & 
piano, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1st & 2nd 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: 
Local Award Winning Film 
Weekend, The Nightingale 
Princess, Hampshire College stu
dent film & Darkon - everybody 
wants to be a hero. On Saturday 
local filmmakers Christopher 
Dreisbach & Luke Meyer will be 

Ill SPIT UHi «11111 
MONDAYS -D~n, 3 -6 p.m 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p.m. 

THURS - Dr~n. 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Nigh~ 6 -8 p.m. 

Free ( tx~pt some trips), open to local 
teens. Some req11ire permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titird Street, Turners Falls, 01376 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24TH 
Exhibition opens - South Gallery, 
Greenfield Community College 
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

--c;;;;.;;;; - -
MOHTktiE•MA 

FREE FILMS FOR THE FROZEN 

Sunday, January 20th 7pm 
Day Fv}Vighl 

1973 Francois T ruffaufs paean to film making. 
Food & Drink available at 

The Lady Killigrew. 
www.montaguebookmill.com (413)367-9206 

-

GREENFIELD 
«3.AVU~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr...,nfl.,ld. MA 

413-TT4-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Friday, Jan 18th - Thursday, Jan. 24th 
I.JUNO PG13 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 R in dis sound 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:10 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
4. THE BUCKET LIST PG 13 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS PG 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. I AM LEGEND 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
6. 27 DRESSES PG13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. CLOVERFIELD in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. PATRIOTS VS. CHARGERS 
3 p.m., free! 

Beer Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

Fridfty 1/18 9 - 11 p.m. 
Johhny Cash Covers 

do~h Lav~• 
Sftturdfty_ 1/19 9- 11

1
p.m. 

DJ Mafu's DJ Party 
SundftY 1/20 7- 9 p.m. 

Classical Piano 
Adam 'Bv~on 

No Co,'er Any Night 

978-544-BREW 
57A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Count,y Store 

"""" 

Upcoming at the Great Falls Discoverv Center 
www.gl'eatfallsma.ol'g 2 Avenue A, Tul'nel's Falls 

Winter hours open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday & by special arrangement 863-3221 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18th 
Exhibit Explorations: Who Lives 
Here? Join Refuge staff for this tour 
designed for families with young chil
dren. 11 - 12 p.m 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25th 
Nature Prose and Poetry Readings. 
Join Friends of GFDC for this 
evening of readings and discussion. 
6 30 to 9 p.m. With special guests 
Susie Patlove and Susan Middleton 

JANUARY 26th 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Discussion of Lester Brown's new 
publication, PLAN B 3.0, that builds 
from our November discussion of 
Climate Change and Economic 
Sustainability in PLAN B 2.0. Books 
available for sale in Museum Store. 

THROUGH JANUARY 31st 
Green River Landscapes by Frank 
Gregory on Display in the Great Hall 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES LETOURNEAU 
APPLIANCE SERVICE 

MontagueWebWorb.cotn 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRICRS 
"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 lynnreynolds@verizon.net 

413-863-8291 
Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators • Ranges 

Dishwashers • ALL MAKES, ALL BRANDS 
Senior Citizen Discount 

24 Hour Service • Paul Letourneau build I manage I create I 413.522.4808 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION: SNOW FALLING from CRABAPPLES 
BY LESLIE BROWN Seeds found in such unlikely 
MONTAGUE CENTER - places as tombs have germinated 
Today my neighbor told me a well, long after one would 

few seeds on top and fold over 
the paper to cover. Keep moist 
with regular misting, or put 

Some farmers who grow heir
loom varieties save their own 
seed year to year. These old 

disappointingly if saved for the 
next year. These seed packets 
usually number a hundred, 
which meatlS that when I strut 
them mid-Febmaiy, I'll grow 
many more onion and leek 
plants than I can ever use. It 
goes against the grain to throw 
them out though, ai1d I usually 
have good luck sharing them 
with friends along about April 
when they can be put in the 
ground. 

Yankee proverb I hadn't heard: 
Snow falling off the trees is fol
lowed by rain; snow blown off 
the trees is followed by snow. 

Today the trees have bowed to 
shake off pa1t of the eight inches 
of wet snow that fell overnight 
and into the morning. It looks as 
if we'll be able to see if Yankee 
wisdom holds up at the end of 
the week, when another storm is 
forecast. 

Inside it is waim, and I am 
planning next year's garden. 
Before I order seeds for the com
ing season, I'll check the supply 
of leftovers from last year's gar
den. 

Many seeds are still viable for 
another year if they have been 
stored properly. The best meth
ods involve keeping seed dty, 
relatively dat·k and cool. One 
best practice recommends seal
ing seed packets with tape and 
putting them in the refrigerator 
in a sealed jai· or can. 

Mine have spent the winter in 
the garage, cool ai1d dty all right, 
but possibly vulnerable to mice 
or the occasional chipmunk. 

Even if your storage methods 
aren't perfect, it's worth check
ing the viability of your leftover 
seed before throwing it away. 

expect them to be nonviable. 
There are some simple rules 

of thumb: hai·d-shelled seeds last 
longer; flower seeds are general
ly short-lived. 

Seed viability - the capability 
of germinating and producing a 
new plai1t - is easily checked. 
Simply dampen a couple of 
paper towels or napkins, place a 

THIS WILD PLACE: 

inside a plastic bag. Put your 
sprouting packet in a warm 
place. Most seeds will sprout 
within seven to fourteen days. If 
half of your seeds show signs of 
life, you cai1 still use them, but 
you should plan on double plant
ing in order to get a decent-sized 
crop. If almost all germinate, use 
them with confidence. 

DETMOLD PHOTO 

plants reproduce faithfolly, cre
ating the same varieties you 
statted with. Hybrids are so 
highly crossed their seeds are 
often sterile, and of no use for 
saving. 

I'm ordering fresh onion and 
leek seed this year, as I do every 
year, because experience has 
shown that these seeds produce 

So, it's none too soon to con
sider what you want to plant, 
and to enjoy the pleasure of 
combing the colorful seed cata
logues before placing your 
order. If you hope to start 
seedlings of vegetables or flow
ers from seed, it's definitely time 
to strut. 

A good mle of thumb is to 
start cold tolerant plants like 
onion, lettuce and spinach eight 
weeks before you hope to plant 
them outdoors. Pepper and 
tomato plants, which will need 
one indoor traiisplant, should be 
started about twelve weeks 
ahead for the traditional planting 
on the Memorial Day weekend. 

So, while the garden is cov
ered with feet of snow, it's not 
just fanciful or wishful thinking 
to begin planning for next year. 
Not only is the timing right, it's 
warming for the soul. 

STARS AND SPARROWS 
Ja'Duke Premiers a Blackbox 
Theater in the Industrial Park 

BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
The Breakfast Club at Cold 
Brook Frum, birdfeeder for an 
asso1ted clientele of juncos 
and titrnice, chickadees 
and nuthatches, cardi
nals ai1d woodpeckers, 
sets its hours to coincide 
with the rising sun. The 
little rusty-headed tree 
sparrnw that is first to 
anive at daybreak perch
es on a bush and basks in 
the morning warmth. He 
does not cai·e that the 
rays that wann him have 
traveled 93,000,000 
miles at 186,000 miles 

juncos move in and scuff back 
ai1d forth to retrieve seed from 
the foot-deep snow. The cai·
dinal hops ar·ound in the rho
dodendt·on. In the cold its 

per second (the speed of L----

light in a vacuum, says 
Britannica) to reach him. 

M1: Cardinal 

This hardy soul is here for 
breakfast. 

It is below zero. Magically 
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FRIDAY. 1/18, 
LONESOME BROTHERS 9pm, ss 
SATURDAY, 1/19, 
RDCKITQUEER 4 ldance party 1 
9pm.FREE 

PATRIOTS ON BIG SCREEN SUN. 3PM! 

leaves are so tightly compact
ed that the bush is a mere tan
gle of brar1ches. Two titrnice 

dine politely with a chick
adee at the twirling feeder. 
A blue jay flies in and 
everyone scatters. He won't 
stay long, ai1d we know that 
they all have to eat. 

He reminds me of the 
athletic squirrel of an earlier 
year who could leap to the 
top of a swinging feeder 
and somehow hang upside 
down on a wire to get his 
daily ration. After the 
unwelcome visit of a coop
er's hawk, he disappeared 
and the squirrel population 
deserted the old catalpa on 
the pond and shifted to the 

tr·ees to the west. 
This time of year·, the 

Breakfast Club is in a great 
place for the observer. The 
ecliptic, the apparent path of 
the sun across the sky, clears 
the eastern horizon above 
South Pond, to my right. The 
morning sun beams down 
nicely on the feeder and its 
occupants. The sun continues 
on over open fields to the 
woods by the river. Here, as it 
slides down to the western 
horizon, the setting sun can be 
a sight to behold. Sometimes 
there ai·e sun dogs to either 
side, sometimes Venus or 
Jupiter blaze in its afterglow. 

In the smmner months, the 
Breakfast Club's location 
br'ings a problem. The ecliptic 
has shifted north. The sun 
now rises behind the pine 
tr·ees on the hill, and aims 
right into the Breakfast Club 
window. On a bright morning 
it shines out the view of ducks 
on the pond and birds at the 
feeder. Not a big deal, but 
surely a reminder that the sun 
is a given, and we ai·e the ones 
who must adjust. And as our 
sun moves in the ecliptic 
against a background of stars 
that ar·e blotted out in the day
time by its brilliance, cast into 
constellations and imagined 
into a zodiac by a wondering 
eaith, my little tr·ee sparrow 
takes advantage of a wanning 
sun on a bitter winter morn
ing. 

Students rehearse at ]a'Duke Centerfor the PeiformingArts' new state-ofthe-arl black 
box theater on Industrial Boulevard. Grand opening February 2nd, with Nunsense 

The Ja'Duke Center for the Ja' Duke is now plaiming a per-
Performing Arts is readying the formance series of plays, children's 
grand opening of their brand new programs, and concerts to showcase 
performance space, the Blackbox their new space. 
Theater, "the biggest little theater The musical Nunsense will pre
in New England." Designed to com- miere at the blackbox theater's 
fortably fit 98 patrons, the perform- grand opening on Saturday, 
ance space can be flexibly config- February 2nd, and will continue on 
ured to allow directors and perform- Sunday for a 2 p m. matinee. 
ers the artistic freedom to present Reserve tickets by calling the 
their work, complete with state-of- theater at 413-863-8333, or pur
the-art lighting and special effects, chase them at World Eye Bookstore 
like fog and snow. in Greenfield. 




