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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK

BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - The tan-
talizing, brightly colored seed
catalogues have been arriving
daily in the mail since a week or
two before Christmas. Now, the
holidays done. there is ample
time for the gardener’s self-indul-
gence of combing through the
tasty and beautiful offerings of
vegetables and flowers, marking
far too many for any one garden
because they all look so good.
Afterwards, armed more seri-
ously with a list of last season’s
favorites and with the addition of
a few new items for experimenta-
tion, the real ordering begins.
Last season’s tomato season
was fabulous. The hot weather
combined with just the right
amount of moisture to provide a
bumper crop, just compensation
for the prior year’s total failure.

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION

Viroflay, a French

flavor and Brandy-
wine Red for large
fruit with traditional
tomato taste. I am
reordering these
pleasers and adding
Sioux, a mid-season
heirloom tomato val-
ued for its flavor and
reliable, large har-
vests and Early
Wonder, an early sea-
son producer with
large. pink full-fla-
vored fruit.

The sweet peppers also
enjoyed the last garden season.
Best producers were: Chocolate
and King of the North, a beautiful
red when ripe. This year I'm also
going to grow  Golden
Calwonder, Mandarin Orange
and Burning Bush (for my hot
pepper loving friends). All of
these are most flavorful when
erilled or baked.

Other garden favorites every
year are: Ailsa Craig Exhibition,
a British heirloom onion with
sweet flavor. This is not a storing
onion and is best enjoyed raw.
Large American Flag., another
favorite, 1s an heirloom leek that
freezes well for a tasty addition to
soups in the long winter months.
Although T did not experience
good success with root crops last
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which, however often tilled,
remains rocky.

The best early crop to my
mind are the sweet green peas.
I've tried many but always go
back to Knight, a very early,
high-yielding plant that produces
pods with six to eight peas. It
grows only about two feet high
and climbs on a light, low fence.
Planted as soon as you can work
the soil, these peas are supreme
whether eaten right off the vine or
steamed lightly with a little but-
ter. This is true garden candy.

While I failed to spread seed
for salad greens last fall. I'1l still
spread them as early as possible
(as soon as the snow begins to
melt off the
raised beds). I
look forward to
my  favorite
mix from the
Pinetree Seed
Company,
which pro-
duces a thick
bed of cutting
salad greens —
leafy, pungent
and beautiful — |
right up to the
heat of sum-
mer. I'll also
plant new Red |
Fire, a lovely [ %8
with |

LENDING THE

heirloom spinach
that is touted to
have high yields of
smooth-leaved
spinach into the
warmer weeks of spring.

I also plan to enjoy a long sea-
son of picking green beans using
Kentucky Wonder, an heirloom
pole climber. However. this year I
will plant only two seeds per pole
on my tepee. Last year, the vines
were thickly laden, the beans
often hidden, and I had trouble
keeping up in order to harvest
beans at their best, when they are
slim, tender and sweet. Still, T
have a jar of dried beans grown to
full size and ready for cooking in
casseroles or soup.

Two winter squashes are also
on my list: Australian Butter, a
pumpkin shaped squash flavored
like our traditional orange squash

and Delicata, a sweet yellow fruit
with green stripes. These are deli-
cious baked.

1 added winter squash to my
garden list several years ago after
I read that it is often a highly
sprayed crop that holds the
residue of pesticides in its flesh.

With my $20 worth of seeds
(plus shipping), I'll hope to have
a garden full of delicious vegeta-
bles to eat and to share, with little
more cost than a few bags of
manure and the gardener’s labor.

To those of us who love it,
there is great pleasure in digging,
planting and weeding, in the sore
muscles at the end of the day, and
in the joy from the first early
sprouts of spring to the final fall
harvest. To my mind this is sweet
and natural human work that pro-
duces a huge gift from the soil:
the freshest, best tasting food on

STATE A HAND

Mngsz Mzt::bel] Wafdmﬁ, Cﬁmﬂf Change and Jobn Ward, residents af Rzymsde, shoveled a
path for pedestrians across the Gill-Montague Bridge on Wednesday. The state says it does not

have the resources to keep the sidenalk cleared of snow and ice in the winfer.

The summer’s favorites were: year (they seem to rotate a good lettuce 4
Sungold cherry. a hands down season with the heat loving toma- larger leaves ||
choice for its intense tomato fla- toes and peppers). I will also that is slow to [F8E
vor, long and prolific growing plant again Crosby Egyptian, an  bolt.
season and its resistance to crack-  early sweet beet and Danvers car- New to this
ing; Pineapple and Rose for sheer rot. a half long variety that can year’s garden
slicing bicolor beauty and good tolerate our New England soil will be
CULTURE will put on a puppet show potluck — “Ganesh,

the Virtual Storyteller” — to highlight all they
have leamed during the month-long session.
58 Community members will be welcome, as
Christophe will open it up as a talent show at
the Grange at 6 p m. that Saturday, for all ages
and talents. It will also serve as a fundraiser
for “Enchanted Arts for AlL” Christophe’s
ongoing programming for home schoolers.
The Home School Art Ecology Thursday
programming includes a study of Afiica,
Ireland, Scandinavia with many stops along
the way. Christophe gives children a passport
to the culture and traditions of the places they
discover in her class, and provides an avenue
of dialogue for them to learn about the world

TAMI STILES PHOTO. 8 : :
and themselves without ever having to leave
(Left - right) Nina Faremaﬁ, Ew Cbrmpb.e; Wyley Robbins Thorne- their own backyard. To contact Christophe to

Thomsen, Amde Tana, Shiprah Tafari show off their mandalas on Thursday sign up for the talent show or enroll in
at Christophes Homse School Art Ecology progran at the Montague Grange.  her programs, call 413-625-8275. Wa
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Area Celebrations to Mark MLK Day

BY ALI URBAN - “The legacy of King is one we have yet to fully realize as a cul-
ture,” said Jeff Napolitano, director of the Western Massachusetts American
Friends Service Committee. “Everyone talks about his ‘| Have a Dream’ speech
and his legacy toward racial equality, but there are many more lessons we can
learn from the life of King. On Monday, we will try to bring these lessons to the
community.” Area events include:

The American Friends Service Committee will present its 27th annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Day celebration with two events: a walking tour of the
Northampton section of Florence’s African American history, visiting Sojourner
Truth's home and other landmarks. The tour begins at 10 a.m., Jan. 17th, at the
Sojourner Truth Memorial Statue (comer of Park and Pine streets, Florence).
Later that day, the AFSC will present “Preserving Our Civil Rights Today,” a per-
formance and presentation series featuring soloist Evelyn Harris and addresses
from community organizations about contemporary barriers to civil rights, from 1-
3 p.m. at Edwards Church, Northampton.

Community Action Youth Programs will host a day-long series of performanc-
es, speakers and workshops at the Second Congregational Church in Greenfield,
from 8 am. - 2 pm,, Jan_ 17th. Highlights include a saber and African drumming
performance, and keynote addresses by Jordan Bartley and B.J. Miller.

Greenfield Community College will remember the dream of Martin Luther
King Jr. with its annual "Honor the Dream” commemoration from 1 - 3 p.m., Jan.
17th in Sloan Theater at GCC. Dr. Bailey W. Jackson [I, founder of the UMass
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Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street * PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 - Home: 413-863-4568

| Your Local Renewable Energy Experts
Advise, Design and Installation

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield ~ 772-3122

EMmAIL: MARYLOU @COH NANDCOMPANY.COM

~ www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com

See THER SoLaR Hot WATER SysTEM

fabulous dining,
great music, neon art,
full liquor bav,

and the best pizza!

MUSIC

&
MOVIES

DUOKMLL OV CENTER | o1 00

RistTOoRANTE DiPAoLO

Wednesday Wine Specials o 1* & 3" Thurs Jazz
Gfam' £5, Baﬂk JZOfppe#zan £10

GREAT ITALIAN FOOD

Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441

UseD & DISCOUNT BOOKS
/2 RETAIL OR LESS!

Kips' BOOKS * COOKBOOKS * GARDENING
POPULAR/LOCAL HISTORY * KNITTING/ CRAFT
Iz Ranven's excellem selaction af discons books mikes qualay uifs.
For sy ciccasion, aed ab mrel savings! Heppy Holidiays:

i welll e you soa!

SUN-THURS 10-5:30 * FRi-SAT 10-8
5 BANK Row + DOWNTOWN GREENFIELD
A13— 772 - 19658 * RAYENUSEDBOOKS COM






