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GM Principals Seek 

Expanded VT Yankee 
Evacuation Zone 

Adieu ii L 'Eglise Sainte Anne 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The principals of the 
Sheffield and Gill ele­
menta1y schools came 
before the Gill Montague 
school committee to ask 
for fo1mal help in dealing 
with evacuation planning 
for district schools in the 
event of an accident at 
Vermont Yankee. Bob 
Mahler, principal of Gill 
Elementary School, eight 
miles from the reactor 
core, addressed the com­
mittee with Chip Wood, 
principal of Sheffield 
School, thirteen miles 
from the reactor. The 
Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 
requires evacuation plans 
within a 10-mile radius of 
operating reactors. 

"Due to the impending 
changes at Vermont 
Yankee, with the 20% 
uprate in power immi­
nent, we need to make 
FEMA and MEMA and 
the NRC aware that this 
entire district would be 
significantly impacted by 
any event at this plant," 
Mahler said. Mahler is 
also the principal of the 
Montague Center School, 
18 miles from Vermont 
Yankee. 

Wood told the commit­
tee, "The selectboard in 
Brattleboro is taking steps 
to put a non-binding ref-

erendum on the town 
meeting ballot to improve 
evacuation plans for 
Vermont Yankee. The 
towns of Guilford, 
Marlboro, and 
Dummerston have all 
agreed to include similar 
questions on their town 
meeting waffants. We are 
asking you to urge the 
selectboards in Gill and 
Montague to put a ques­
tion to work on improved 
evacuation plans for the 
citizens of the Gill 
Montague district, espe­
cially the children, on 
their town meeting war­
rants as well." 

Mahler warned, 
"Things are moving very 
rapidly [toward approval 
of the 20% uprate] at 
Vermont Yankee. The 
Committee on Reactor 
Safeguards just unani­
mously approved the 
uprate to the NRC. There 
seems to be nothing 
standing in the way of 
Entergy getting the go­
ahead to do this; the 
approval is imminent." 

Entergy Vermont 
Yankee has petitioned the 
NRC to grant pe1mission 
to boost power at the 33-
year-old boiling water 
reactor to 120% of its 
original design capacity, 

See EVACUATION 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - A light snow 
drifted down on Turners Falls on 
Sunday morning, Janua1y 8th, at 
eight o'clock in the moming as the 
bells tolled one last time at St. 
Anne's Church. The parking lot on 
6th Street was full, and cars 
spilled up and down J Street and 
around the comer to 5th as 
parishioners gathered for the last 
mass at the church, whose cor­
nerstone was laid 120 years 
ago. 

St Anne's was the second 
parish ofTumers Falls, found-
ed to serve the needs of the 
French Canadian residents 
who had moved to the vil­
lage to work the mills and 
man the log drives. The 
oldest parish of Turners 
Falls, St. Mary of the 
Assumption, was estab­
lished in 
1872. St. 
Mary's, on 
the comer 
0 f 

Seventh and L Street, held its last mass on 
Saturday, and will be rededicated as Our Lady 
of Peace on Sunday, January 15th at 10 a.m., 
with Bishop Timothy McDonnell of 
Springfield officiating. Since 1992, St. 
Ma1y's and St. Anne's have been 'yoked' 
with the Sacred Heart parish, established in 
1912 as the second parish of Greenfield to 
serve the Polish population. All three parish­
es were 'suppressed,' to use the fo1mal term, 
this weekend, and will celebrate as one 
parish beneath the Gothic spire of the former 
St. Maiy's from now on. 

This weekend marked the feast of the 
Epiphany in the Catholic calendar. On 
Stmday, St Anne's, with candles glowing on 
the side altai·s in front of poinsettias, and 
eve1y lamp lit in the transept and nave, 
revealed the beauty of its painted arches in 
lavender and deeper shades of purple. It held 
a large crowd of faithful from near and far as 
the chords from Albert Beubien's organ and 

the voices of the choir filled the hall with 
the gathering hymn. 

Father Stanley 
Aksamit, 

w h O See STE. 
will ANNE 
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Acupuncturist Aims for Community Well-Being Agawam Firm Rumored to Bid for Esleeck 
E ;; 5ElcMENTS BY STEPHEN This week, she opened 

Karen Adams opened her 

COBB her new practice - Four 
T U R N E R S Directions Healing Alts -
FALLS in downtown Turners 
Fifteen years Falls at 112 Avenue A. 
ago, when After her children 
Karen Adams grew up, Adams herself 

1 first got left the empty nest and 
a cup u n ct u re flew to England five years 
treatments for a ago to study acupuncture. 
health condi- "When I left for England 
tion, she was so five years ago, Tumers 
thrilled with was struggling. That's so 
how acupunc- changed now." Adams 
ture helped her remarked that a1tists have 

she decided to moved here and now the 
practice on Avenue A this week. pursue a career as 

an acupuncturist. 
See ACUPUNCTURE 
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BY PHilJPPE DEGUISE 
& DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -
William Blanker, chair­
man of the Esleeck 
Manufachiring Company 
refosed to comment yes­
terday on persistent 
rumors that his company 
has been sold to 
Southwo1th Company of 
Agawam. When asked, 
Blanker said simply, "It is 
not something I could 
comment on." 

But interviews with 
half a dozen company 
employees and town offi-

cials say the deal is all but 
done, and an announce­
ment is expected imtni­
nently. If tiue, the larger, 
family-owned Agawam 
paper manufacturer, 
which has been in opera­
tion since 1839, would be 
acquiring, not merging, 
with Esleeck, which has 
been huning out quality 
paper on the power canal 
in Turners Falls since 
1900. Southwo1th compa­
ny president David 
Southwo1th did not rehim 
a phone call seeking com­
ment at press time. 

According to Esleeck 
employees, some of 
whom requested 
anonymity, the transac­
tion has been tmder dis­
cussion for some time, 
and workers are expecting 
a formal announcement 
this week or next. Sources 
at town hall said inquiries 
had been made of the 
assessors regarding the 
company's appraisal. 
Employees were hoping 
many of the approximate­
ly 100 manufachu'ing jobs 

See ESLEECK 
Page 9 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Clawless Beauty 

Goldie 
Still here a week later. 

Goldie is a four year old 
orange domestic short hair 
cat in need of a good home. 
She is a sweetheart; the kind 
of cat who will get up to see 
you when you stop by. She is 
declawed, so for her safety 
she needs to live as an indoor 
only cat. 

For more information on 
adopting Goldie contact the 
Dakin Animal Shelter in 
Leverett at 548-9898 or via 
email at info@dakin-shel­
ter.org. 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

3M Super 77 
Spray Adhesive 

$9.95 

187 Avenue A. Turners Falls • 8634346 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Clay Classes at 

Millers Falls Library 

POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST 
Park Street, Turners Falls 

in part by a grant from the 
Montague Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is suppo1ted 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. For 
more infonnation, or to register, 
call 863-3214. 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Munch and Muse Book 

rk & rn~ a M MILLERS FALLS-A series of 
three weekly clay classes for 
children will begin at the 
Millers Falls Library on 
Thursday, January 19th. 
Pa1ticipants will make dioramas 
of clay animals in their environ­
ments and will learn some of the 
ftmdamentals of working with 
air, diy and Sculpey (polymer) 
clay. The instrnctor is contem­
porary clay artist Ruth O'Mara 
of Wendell. The sessions will 
nm from approximately 3 :30 -
4:45 p.m. and will be held on 
Thursdays from January 19th -
Febma1y 2nd. The programs are 
designed for childi·en in grades 
3 - 6. The classes are free, and 
all of the materials will be pro­
vided. Advance registration is 
recommended, as space is limit­
ed. The programs are suppo1ted 

Discussion Group at the 
Carnegie Libraiy will be read­
ing and discussing "Under the 
Banner of Heaven" by Jon 
Krakauer on Tuesday, Jan. 17th 
at 7 p.m. Books are available at 
the libraiy. Refreshments will 
be served. The discussion is free 
and open to the public. Call the 
libra1y at 863-3214 for more 
information. 

BY LILLIAN FISKE - This card was mailed from Turners Fall.r 
in 1914. It was most like!J taken from Turners Fall.r Road looking 

west 1vith a ft111 buildings partial!) hidden l?J the trees 
on the north side of the street. 

Postcard courte.ry of the Montague Historical Society collection. 

Ladies Night Out 
The Ladies Night Out Craft 

UJICOMING fl/NE BOX 
DERBY RACES 

Group will The Montague Elks Lodge 
meet on #2521, 1 Elks Avenue, Turners 
Tuesday, Jan. Falls, will hold its annual 
24th at 6:30 "Murph" Trophy Races for 
p.m., the pro- adults on Saturday, Febmary 4th 
ject will be can- at 7:00 p.m. at the lodge. The 
dlewicking. All childi·en's races will be held on 
supplies will be Stmday, Febma1y 5th at 1 :00 
provided. This p m. The Murph Trophy races 
program is began about 11 years ago when 
open to the Francis C. "Murph" Togneri, 
public. Call the Sr., a life member at the Lodge, 
libraiy for more suggested the Elks have their 
information. own Pinewood Derby Races. 

MONTAGUE CE.NIER.-Henry Weir read to Grqy and Alexander 
Davidson Ca"o/1 at the Montague Center Library on Mondqy, January 

9th. All of the boys live in Montague Center. Children's Librarian Linda 
Hickman often reads on Mondqy nights around 6:45 to children at the 
library, but Henry, who is an excellent reader, al.ro enjoys taking a turn. 

The track was built by the mem­
bership as a memorial to Brian 
F. Bogusz, who loved the Murph 
Trophy races. Car kits are avail­
able in the lmmge at the lodge 
for $12 for the adults and $10 
for children. The winner will get 
their dues paid for the next year 
if a member, or the equivalent in 
cash if a non-member. Make 
plans now and get those kits 
made for the whole family. All 
proceeds benefit the Elks 
National Foundation. 

Wonderful Water at Discoverv Center 
Saturday, January 14th, 
1-2 p.m. - Wonderful Water -
Join Gini Traub, regional envi­
ronmental education coordina­
tor for the Mass Department of 
Conse1vation and Recreation, 
for a series of activities for 
school-age children, their fami­
lies, and the child in all of us. 
Discover the wonderful and life­
sustaining prope1ties of water. 

Who cares that ice floats? How 
does water move against the 
force of gravity? Is water 
"sticky"? 

The Great Falls Discove1y 
Center is located at 2 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls. It is open Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

See www.greatfallsma.org 
for more info. 

For ftuther info1mation about 
this event please contact the co­
chairs: John Peneault at (413) 
824-9749 or George Emery at 
(413) 367-0382. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Jan. 16th -20th 
MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Meal 
reservations need to be made 
a day in advance by 11 a.m. 
Messages can be left on the 
machine when the center is 
closed (863-9357). Mealsite 
Manager is Chris Richer. 
The center offers a hot noon 
meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. Trip 
coordinator is Jean Chase. 
Make trip reservations by 
calling 772-6356. Payment 
and menu choice is due three 
weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 16th 
CLOSED FOR MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. DAY 
Tuesday, 17th 

9:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 18th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 19th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Fliday, 20th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 am. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 
18 Pleasant St., Erving side 
(Old Center School, 1st 
Floor), is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. For 
information and reservations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center director at (413) 423-
3308. Lunch daily at 11 :30 
a.m. with reservations a day 
in advance by 11 :00 a.m. 
Transportation can be pro­
vided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical neces-

sity by calling Dana Moore 
at (978) 544-3898. 

Monday, 16th 
CLOSED FOR MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. DAY 
Tuesday, 17th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
12:30 p.m. Hair Cuts 
Wednesday, 18th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 19th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 

WENDELL Senior 
Center, located in the town 
offices on Wendell Depot 
Rd. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for info, 
schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

WINTER PROGRAMS 
Montague Parks 

& Recreation Department 

The MP&RD is still taking 
registrations for the following 
Winter recreation programs: 
Youth Programs: American 
Red Cross Babysitting Course, 
Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Contest, and Swimming 
Lessons; Adult Programs: Low­
Impact Step Aerobics. The 6th 
Annual Winter Carnival is 
planned for Saturday, January 
21st (call for details), and Open 
Gym begins Thursday, January 
5th at Sheffield Elementary 
School (call for schedule). All 
programs are first come, first 
serve; registration deadlines 
and enrollment limits apply to 
most programs. Contact the 
MP&RD office to receive regis­
tration information and a Winter 
Program Flier at 863-3216. 

IIIIEYIKnlY 
The Courage 
of Conviction 

The Story of 
William Turner 

by Larry Cadran 
World Eye Bookshop 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner 

Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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New Trash Cans Debut on Avenue A 
BY JEAN HEBDEN 
TURNERS FALLS -
Beautification effo1ts 
in Turners Falls are 
picking up in the New 
Year with the intro­
duction of new all 
weather trash cans. 
Formerly, the trash 
cans on the Avenue 
had been put in stor­
age each winter, 
because they were 
hard to empty when 
covered with snow 
and ice. According to 
town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio, 
the streetscape com­
mittee that fo1med in 
the spring of 2005 
asked that trash bar­
rels be kept out in the 

winter to help combat the 
downtown litter problem. 
Abbondanzio requested 
the money from the 
streetscape budget, then 
had highway depaitment 
chief Tom Bergeron 
choose the cans. 
Abbondanzio said he del­
egated that task because, 
"Sometimes I eIT on the 
side of aesthetics." For 
his pa1t, Bergeron said 
the ba1Tels he chose ai·e 
"sturdy and weather 
resistant." They will be 
replaced with the regular 
baffels in the spring. 

Now dog owners 
should find it easier to 
deal with their pa1ticular 
waste disposal needs all 
winter long. 

Carroll's Changes Hands 

.,,... .. 

Carroll's Market changed hands on January 3rd. New 
owner, Gary Patel, has plans to increase product selection 

including a wider assortment of beer and wine. He also 
plans to start accepting WIC coupons. Marty Luippold (cen­
ter), will continue to work the counter. Gary's son Ken (right) 
will help out with Kuna! Patel (left) who owns Super John in 

Greenfield. 
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Initial Archaelogical Survey of Mariamante Land Complete 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - Results are in from the 
Phase I archaeological smvey of 
the town-owned Mariamante 
land on the comer of West Gill 
and Main Road. According to 
Tim Binzen, of UMass 
Archaeological Se1vices, the 
completed survey "did find 
areas of concentrations of 
Native American artifacts. Most 
of those were stone flakes from 
the making of stone tools. Most 
were recovered from the plow 
zone, the upper soil. For these, 
original archaeological deposits 
would have been disturbed. In a 
few locations, we did find 
archaeological a1tifacts in the 

subsoil. But nothing spectacu­
lar, in the sense of burials." 

Binzen said the report has 
been sent to the Gill selectboard 
for review, before being for­
warded to the Mass Historic 
Commission. He said based on 
the evidence gathered from the 
pit samples, the MHC might 
order a further Phase II smvey 
of the site, for Native American 
artifacts. But he said nothing 
found so far would preclude the 
town from seeking to develop 
the site. 

Binzen said some relics from 
the 19th centtuy - ceramics, 
glass, and nails - were uncov­
ered. The property, which has 

been fa1med for a htmdred years 
or more, was the site of a dirt 
road in the Revolutionary War 
era, which stretched diagonally 
across the field from the top of 
the hill toward a point about a 
qua1ter mile down modem West 
Gill Road. He said some of the 
"diagnostic artifacts" found 
deeper in the soil - projectile 
points and pottery fragments -
date from the Woodland Era of 
Native habitation, from 500 to 
3000 years ago. 

According to Binzen, a local 
historian, George Sheldon, 
detailed an tmusual "spoke bur­
ial" of Native remains in his 
1895 History of Deerfield. 

Sheldon writes that in 1881, a 
Mr. Stoughton and his son 
William excavated a burial 
complex on a hilltop near the 
Riverside cemete1y. The book 
contains a detailed description 
of the tmusual burial, with 
remains aiTanged in a circle like 
the spokes of a wheel, and peri­
od maps show the Stoughton 
farm overlapped the present 
Mariamante acreage. 

Binzen said multiple burial 
complexes have been found 
throughout the Riverside 
archaeological district. He said 
during the course of the recent 
sU1Vey he had received ntllller­
ous calls from local residents 

about a1tifacts they had fotmd in 
the area. "The public aspect of 
the stlldy has been very useful," 
Binzen said. 

The town of Gill voltmtarily 
commissioned the smvey, and 
paid $15,000 for it, in prepara­
tion for developing a request for 
proposals on the 12-acre parcel. 
The town acquired the parcel 
for $239,000 in 2004, to ward 
off a potential housing develop­
ment on the land. A community 
chaITette was held in December 
of that yeai· to generate ideas for 
its best use, and an advisory 
committee was established to 
guide the town in seeking to 
develop it. 

Notes from the New Salem Wendell School commmee 

Swift River Receives Additional DOE Funds 
BY DOUG TURNER 
NEW SALEM - The New 
Salem Wendell Regional School 
District has received a fotmda­
tion rese1ve award in the 
amotmt of $20,000. Swift River 
principal Sheila Hunter made 
the announcement at the 
January 5th school committee 
meeting. The award may be 
used for any expenses related to 
the operation of Swift River 
School, at the school commit­
tee's discretion. 

The letter of notification 
from the Massachusetts 
Depa1tment of Education stated 
the ftmds must "supplement and 
not supplant mtmicipal ftmds" 
previously appropriated to the 
school committee. 

The school committee voted 
unanimously to adjust the sup-

port for the school's budget 
from the district, to reflect an 
additional contribution of 
$5,000 by New Salem, from 
$489,090 to $494,090. 

New Salem voted the addi­
tional money, at a special town 
meeting earlier last fall, after it 
received a $10,000 fotmdation 
reserve award from the 
Depa1tment of Education. 

School Choict> Examined 
In response to a question 

from Steven Blinder regai·ding 
children who "choice out" of 
the school district, superinten­
dent Linda Driscoll said the dis­
trict pays close attention to the 
reasons parents choose to send 
their children to alternative 
schools. 

"We do contact people who 

are choicing out and talk to 
them." 

She said parents often choose 
to send their children to school 
in the town where they work 
because it is more convenient. 

She also said there may be 
personal reasons why parents 
are sending their children to pri­
vate or parochial schools, or 
homeschooling. 

"These are the consequences 
of school choice. It doesn't nec­
essarily mean a rejection of 
what we're doing." 

Driscoll added the school can 
take pride there are parents who 
are committed to bringing their 
children to Swift River, though 
the school may be a little out of 
their way. 

The school committee voted 
a final approval of the school's 

policies on the "Use of 
Electronic Messaging by School 
Committee Members," 
"C.O.R.L Requirements," and 
"Hazing." 

The committee's procedures 
regarding new policies requires 
members to read the policy once 
without a vote, then retllm for a 
second reading and a first vote 
on the policy. A second and final 
vote on whether to approve the 
policy takes place at a third 
meeting. 

The committee had their first 
vote on policies for "School 
Councils," "The School 
Improvement Plan" and "The 
Discipline of Special Needs 
Stlldents." 

Swift Rivt>r Contract 
Committt>e to Mt>et 

A committee fo1med of New 
Salem and Wendell officials, to 
revisit the original agreement 
between the towns in forming 
the school district nearly 30 
years ago, will have its first 
meeting Thursday, Janua1y 19th 
at 7 p m. in Swift River School. 

New Salem has appointed 
selectboard chai1man Steve 
Verney, finance committee 
member Don King and school 
committee member Connie 
Turner to the Swift River 
Contract Committee. 

Wendell will be represented 
by finance committee member 
Michael Idoine, constable Anne 
Diemand and Dick Baldwin. 

The next meeting of the New 
Salem Wendell school commit­
tee is Thursday, F ebma1y 2nd at 
7p.m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

rtlJrKJ:N RIV&R I 
~ AUT0111.ttaa 
Richard Andrew A.S.E. Certified Master Automobile Technician 

Service & Repair 
Electrical Work Welcome • Foreign & Domestic 

Computer Diagnostics • Air Conditioning 
Hours Mon. - Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm 

Located at 144 Shelburne Rd. in Greenfield 
Behind Applebee's 

Avicenna 
Si.in Care Stu.aw ~ 

Customizea !flromatfi.erayy 'FaciaCs 

§entfu 'Face &' 'Body Waxing 

'Natura( 'Min.era( Color Cosmetics 

9 6 !J(. ~Stmt,J(mlimt 0nter 
2.53-9131 

<Bar6ara ©eguise, licetisea 'EJtfietician 
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To the Mountain Top 
" ... We have been forced to a 

point where we're going to have 
to grapple with the problems that 
men have been 1lying to grapple 
with through histo1y, but the 
demands didn't force them to do 
it. Smvival 
demands that we 
grapple with 
them. Men, for 
years now, have 
been talking 
about war and 
peace. But now 
no longer can 
they just talk 
about it. It is no 
longer a choice 
between vio­
lence and nonvi­
olence in this 
world. It's nonviolence or nonex­
istence. 

That is where we are today. 
And also in the human rights rev­
olution, if something isn't done, 
and in a huny, to bring the col­
ored peoples of the world out of 
their long years of poverty, their 
long years of hurt and neglect, the 
whole world is doomed. 

... If I lived in China or even 
Russia, or any totalitarian coun-
1ly, maybe I could understand 
some of these illegal injunctions. 
Maybe I could understand the 
denial of ce1tain basic First 
Amendment privileges, because 
they hadn't committed them­
selves to that over there. But 
somewhere I read of the freedom 
of assembly. Somewhere I read of 
the freedom of speech. 
Somewhere I read of the freedom 

of the press. Somewhere I read 
that the greatness of America is 
the right to protest for right. And 
so,just as I say, we aren't going to 
let any dog or water hose tum us 
around. We aren't going to let any 

injunction tum 
us around. We 
are going on. 

.. .Let us rise 
up tonight with a 
greater readi­
ness. Let us 
stand with a 
greater determi­
nation. And let 
us move on in 
these powerfol 
days, these days 
of challenge, to 
make America 

what it ought to be. We have an 
oppo1tunity to make a better 
nation. And I want to thank God, 
once more, for allowing me to be 
here with yoll 

... And I don't know what will 
happen now. We've got some dif­
ficult days ahead. But it really 
doesn't matter with me now, 
because I've been to the moun­
tain top. And I don't mind. Like 
anybody, I would like to live a 
long life; longevity has its place. 
But I'm not concerned about that 
now. I just want to do God's will. 
And He's allowed me to go up to 
the mountain. And I've looked 
over. And I've seen the proinised 
land. And I'm happy tonight. I'm 
not won-ied about anything. I'm 
not feaimg any man. Mine eyes 
have seen the glory of the coming 
of the Lord. 

-April 3rd, 1968 
Memphis, Tennessee 

E,"(cerptfrom Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. ~ last speech. 

He was assassinated on April 4th. 
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NRC Committee on Reactor Safeguards gives thumbs up to boost 
power at Vermont Yankee to 120% of original design capacitv. 
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MLI< Day Protest at Vermont Yankee 
There will be a gathering to 

protest the planned uprate and 
continued operation of the VT 
Yankee Nuclear Reactor at the 
Entergy Nuclear corporate 
headqua1ters on Old Ferry Road 
in Brattleboro, on Monday, 
Janua1y 16th (the day we cele­
brate the life and work of the 
pan·on saint of civil disobedi­
ence, Maitin Luther King, Jr.) 

I don't think so. 
After the last 

confirmation, I 
stopped paying 

attention. I 
heard about his 

views on 
abortion and I 

don't agree with 
them. 

I have my ups and downs. I 
have conflicting opinions on 

what I have heard so far. 

Teri Peters 
Shelburne Falls 

The protest is scheduled at 
10:00 am. 

Directions: take Route 91 to 
Exit 3 in Brattleboro. At the end 
of the exit ramp, go three quar­
ters of the way around the rota1y 
to head north on Route 5 ( away 
from town). At the first traffic 
light (about half a Inile), tllln 
right onto Old Feny Road. The 
Entergy headqua1ters ai·e about 

No, but I am not sure if they 
will ever come up with 

someone I would 
support. 

Noah Pack 
Gill 

a quarter of a Inile down that 
road on the 1-ight. 

Hope to see you there. Bring 
signs, banners; sign the petition. 

As Martin Luther King Jr. 
said, "Our lives begin to end the 
day we become silent about 
things that really matter." 

- Nina Keller 
Wendell 

No. He is not 
holding up to 
the questions 
and he does 
not seem to 
know what is 

going on. 

Michael Sulham 
Turners Falls 

I don't think he should be 
confirmed. From what I have 

heard, he would not commit to 
safeguarding a woman's right to 

have control over her body. 
Charlee Gatker 

Turners Falls 
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BY WESLEY BLIXT 
GREENFIELD - I have a con­
fession to make. 

I leaked the sto1y to The New 
York Times about the Bush 
administration's domestic 
eavesdropping. I ran into Times 
reporters Eric Lichtblau and 
James Risen one day in 
Greenfield, and I said "Hey, 
guys, did you know Bush has 
authorized the National Security 
Agency to search for evidence 
of tenorist activity without the 
court-approved wanants ordi­
narily required for domestic 
spying?" 

"I'm already on that sto1y," 
Eric told me with something of 
an attitude. 

We're like that. Repo1ters, 
that is. Ok. So maybe I wasn't 

BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER - Two 
thousand and five is surely a 
year to remember. Its lessons 
are thought provoking. We are 
passengers on a space ship 
whose activities are quite 
beyond our control. It shrugs, 
and great waves wash in from 
the ocean, ove1whelm inade­
quate barriers. Our fabulous 
equipment is dwarfed by the 
immensity of the problems; our 
governments ove1whelmed and 
sometimes inept. 

In my lifetime, several years 
are never to be forgotten - some 
for good and some for bad, and the 
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A Confession 
totally responsible for jeopard­
izing national security and 
undermining the war on tenor 
in generating the leak that 
showed, once again, just how 
lame and criminal that war is. 

But I wish I had been. And if 
I am able to claim the slightest 
opportunity to do so in 2006, I 
will be. 

Because, you see, dear 
friends, neighbors and fellow 
citizens, I hereby count myself 
among The Enemy. 

I doubt that I am among 
those targeted by the NSA's sur­
veillance policy. But, dam it, I 
should have been, and if I have 
not been, it is only one further 
indication that the Bush admin­
istration's brutality and a1rn­
gance are matched only by its 

ineptitude. That is why I would 
like to help out, just a little, by 
canying my confession a little 
ftuther. 

I have given aid, comfort, 
professional assistance, domes­
tic hospitality, and rhetorical 
encouragement to individuals, 
to organizations (political, para­
inilita1y and inilita1y; above­
ground and clandestine; famous 
and obscure), and to nation­
states considered by nearly 
every U.S. adininistration in the 
last 40 years to be the Enemy. 

I will continue to do so. 
Proudly. Joyously. And openly, 
since it apparently no longer 
matters whether I consider my 
conversations to be private. 

As 2005 Nobel Laureate 
Harold Pinter noted in his Nobel 

lecture last month, "The crimes 
of the United States have been 
systematic, constant, vicious, 
remorseless, but very few people 
have actually talked about them." 

I will be happy to talk about 
them, and anything I have to 
say, I will say publicly. 

Anything I have to write, I 
will write publicly. 

I will offer my address and 
telephone number to anyone who 
requests it. I have nothing to hide 
. . . not my contempt for the role 
in the world that the U.S. has 
chosen to assume during my 
adult life ... and not my detenni­
nation to undermine that role in 
any way possible, sho1t of caus­
ing physical injmy to civilians. 

I have lived in Franklin 
County and have worked as a 

Years to Retnetnber 
tragedy is their lessons are easily 
forgotten Nineteen twenty-seven 
is one of those years. Charles 
Lindberg flew alone across the 
Atlantic in the one-seater plane, 
the Spirit of St. Louis. The charis­
matic aviator stiffed the world and 
gave credence to America's role as 
the home of the brave and adven­
tmous. 

But the Sacco and Vanzetti 
case, which ended in 1927, was 
acrimonious. After six years of 
noisy trial, it ended in the exe­
cution of two immigrant Italian 
laborers. They had been 
charged with theft and the mur­
der of a shopkeeper in 

Massachusetts. The evidence 
was shaky; the accused men 
outsiders. A society that taught 
children the Ten 
Commandments suppo1ted the 
death penalty, and saw no con­
tradiction. Encyclopedias tell 
coming generations of both 
Americas of 1927. 

Nineteen forty-one, Pearl 
Harbor. No equivocation here. 
America was attacked and gave 
her all, as she did in World War 
I, the 'war to end all wars'. That 
so many of our fleet were gath­
ered at Pearl Harbor at the same 
time was called into question. 
Maybe some have wondered at 

the recent reduction of naval 
bases, which puts our ships 
together again. 

Nineteen seventy. It wasn't 
the end of war. Fear! The doini­
no theory. The Communists 
around the comer. The Tonkin 
Gulf Resolution, based on gar­
bled intelligence, gave the 
administration a blank check to 
escalate hostilities. A few thou­
sand iniles of ocean between us, 
but somehow, Vietnam was a 
threat. A country where "Do Not 
Kill" is the accepted way of life 
was plunged into an Asian 
squabble, and taught her men to 
kill again. We depaited when 
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mainstream journalist, educator 
and advocate for more than 30 
yeai·s. But today I count myself 
among the Enemy. 

One other thing. Stmender. 
Please. Now. Look around ... to 
places like Brazil and Venezuela 
and Bolivia and tmderstand that 
America's wai· to retain control 
of the world's natural resources 
is doomed, and that there is a 
huge debt to be paid. As Joe 
McDonald sang 40 years ago 
regarding another crippled 
America leader, "Got you sur­
rounded and you ain't got a 
chance. Gonna send you back to 
Texas, make you work on your 
ranch." 

It'll be the first honest day's 
work Bush has done since he 
stole his first election. 

sufficient violence tlu·eatened 
us domestically, and left a mess 
in the Far East. 

Two thousand and three. It 
was a great America that had 
recovered from the 9/11 attack, 
but a scared administration took 
us into the quaginire of Iraq. 
Again, we must be foe to many 
non-political Iraqis whose 
homes have been invaded, their 
people killed and counhy 
despoiled in our attempt to save 
them from a despotic past. 

Two thousand and six. 
Hopefully, the safeguards to our 
libe1ties here at home will be 
restored. 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Dogs Ordered Put Down 
BY JOHN HANOLD - The 
first selectboard meeting in the 
new year was marked more by 
administrative items than new 
business, but it began with a dog 
hearing which proved painful 
for many residents in Montague 
Center's Chestnut Hill neigh­
borhood. 

In spite of attempts by Kevin 
and Lori Howe to restrain and 
control the behavior of two of 
their dogs, upsetting encounters 
with neighbors and their dogs 
have continued. An attack by 
one of the Howe's dogs, 
Maggie, on a dog owned by 
neighbor Bob Walker, during a 
walk, resulted in Walker's dog 
needing veterina1y treatment for 
deep bite wounds, and eventual­
ly to the scheduling of the hear­
ing. Though animal control offi­
cer Allen Foster was present as 
part of the hearing; he took no 
active part in the testimony. The 
allegation was that the dogs are 
a nuisance by reason of a 
vicious disposition. 

Linda Enerson, another of 
the Howes' neighbors, related a 
series of occasions when the 

Howe's second dog, named 
Hunter, chased or intimidated 
her, both on her property and 
during walks. She and Kevin 
Howe agreed their dogs do not 
like each other, and that Hunter 
undoubtedly associates her with 
her dog Elvis even when they 
are not together. Enerson 
emphasized she likes the Howes 
and that she and Kevin co-oper­
atively drew up and signed a 
contract in early 2005 detailing 
corrective action. Howe met the 
conditions of the agreement, 
including the constmction of a 
fence and self-closing gates, but 
Maggie and Hunter have contin­
ued to escape and roam. 

Enerson's experiences were 
echoed by three other neigh­
bors, one of whom obse1ved 
that Hunter has even bitten one 
of the Howes' sons. The sub­
stance of their statements was 
that in spite of the Howes' 
effo1ts, the dogs repeatedly run 
free and intimidate or bite oth­
ers. 

The tone of the hearing was 
generally respectful, and reflect­
ed the neighborhood's shared 

HIGHUGHTS - FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Owl D.O.A. 
Friday 1-06 
12:24 a.m. After a chase, 

was stoppe. on Tump e Roa , 
arrested and charged with fail­
ure to stop for a police officer, 
operating a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license, speeding, 
and possession of a class D 
dmg. 
9:25 am. Report of a distur­
bance at the comer of 4th Street 

A. 
was 

arrested and charged with two 
counts of assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon. 

Satm·day 1-07 
9:21 p.m. Report of a restrain­
ing order violation at a Dewolf 

Road address. Subject sum­
monsed. 

Sunday 1-08 
9:28 p.m. Report of a domestic 
disturbance at a 2nd Street 
address. Officer spoke with all 
involved. Female subject put in 
protective custody. 

Monday 1-09 
7:59 p.m. Report of an owl 
dying on the roadway near West 
Pond. Owl was dead on arrival 
of officer. 

Tuesday 1-10 
6:37 pm. Repo1t of a breaking 
and entering at a 5th Street 
address. Apartment appeared to 
have been entered. Under 
investigation. 

affection for dogs and its desire 
to prese1ve good relations with 
the Howes. Kevin has tried 
unsuccessfully to place Maggie 
elsewhere, and seemed to accept 
that Htmter also might need to 
be "sent off." Board member 
Patricia Allen stated finnly that 
simply moving a problem to 
another town was not a solution. 
The board closed the hearing by 
ruling that the two dogs shall be 
put to sleep within ten days, and 
Howe responded that he would 
take care of it the following day. 
At this point a number of sub­
dued audience members left the 
meeting. 

Pavement Survey 
Public Works superintendent 

Tom Bergeron asked the board 
to sign contracts to hire the 
Franklin Cotmty Council of 
Governments (FRCOG ) to per­
form a pavement survey 
(including dirt roads) and side­
walk smvey in the town of 
Montague. The 2005 annual 
town meeting authorized 
$25,000 for these surveys, 
which will assist the DPW to 
prioritize the town's $1 million 
of pending upgrade and mainte­
nance needs. Any unneeded bal­
ance from the appropriation will 
be devoted to actual paving 
upgrades. The output format, on 
a computer disc, will enable the 
department to keep the smvey 
up-to-date in the futme, without 
requiring help from FRCOG 
again, Bergeron said. 

On a related topic, town 
planner Robin Sherman present­
ed a first draft of36 Commtmity 
Development Projects, to meet 
one of the requirements for the 
town's Commtmity Develop­
ment Block Grant applications. 
The list is prioritized both as a 
total and within five subgroups, 
and is available from plan­
ner@montague net for review 
and comment. 

The time frame and commit­
ment status of the projects 

ranges from several ah-eady 
funded and expected to be com­
pleted soon, to school and 
bridge projects likely to extend 
to 2011 or beyond. The variety 
of funding somces and develop­
ment goals provide a snapshot 
of the breadth of town plans, 
and the resources available for 
accomplishing them. Among 
the public works projects are 
reconstruction of the major 
bridges se1ving Montague and 
accessibility projects. Examples 
in the catego1y of commtmity 
infrastmcture are new buildings 
for the police, public works, 
senior center, libra1y, and parks 
and recreation depa1tment. 

She1man will use comments 
received by Janua1y 17th to cre­
ate a final list for selectboard 
approval, at a public hearing at 
6:30 p m. on Monday January 
23rd. 

Sewer News and Other Business 
Repo1ts on the status of the 

sewer system and the ongoing 
combined sewer overflow 
(CSO) project work brought 
both bad and good news. 
Tracing the cause of recurring 
blockages in the Stevens Street 
area, DPW employees had to 
replace nearly 300 feet of old 
sectioned clay pipe to address 
an alignment and slope condi­
tion that has deteriorated over 
the years. On a brighter note, the 
selectboard gladly signed a cer­
tificate to lock in low interest 
loan ftmding for the CSO pro­
ject. A total of$2,868,500 of the 
$5.7 million estimated cost now 
will be available at a 2% rate, 
and a combination of grant and 
additional loan ftmding is still 
being sought from the US Dept 
of Agriculture's Rural 
Development agency. 

Jeff Singleton, chair of 
Montague's finance committee, 
was designated a 'special 
mtmicipal employee.' Singleton 
has been offered a temporary 
part-time position with 

Montague Commtmity Cable 
Inc. (MCCI) to assist in the tran­
sition of local cable access 
responsibility from Greenfield 
Commtmity Television. 

Because the position will pay 
a salary, Singleton chose to 
check with the state ethics com­
mittee in case there was an issue 
of conflict of interest with his 
fincom responsibilities. Single­
ton said, "I looked at several 
scenarios and discussed them 
with the committee. I also 
checked with other towns; 
Amherst has several designated 
special employees." Technically 
there would be a conflict, which 
could also arise in the future for 
other individuals and boards, 
but a chapter of the 
Commonwealth's laws provides 
a way out for smaller towns, 
which rely on a limited pool of 
voltmteers for boards and com­
mittees. The 'special municipal 
employee' designation, plus the 
precaution of listing affected 
individuals with the town clerk 
and the ethics committee, 
addresses the matter. The desig­
nation can be reviewed and 
revoked at any time. In the 
course of the evening's discus­
sion it became clear the town 
should consider the designation 
for similar groups such as the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, to 
avoid any confusion later. At 
this time the selectboard 
approved the designation for the 
finance committee members for 
2006. 

In other business, the board 
declared a 1987 Pontiac 600 
sedan as surplus property, 
scheduled rese1ve officer inter­
views for Monday and Tuesday, 
January 23rd and 24th, and 
approved 2006 cell phone 
stipends for two sergeants in the 
police department. The public 
portion of the meeting was 
adjomned for the board to go 
into executive session to discuss 
real estate and litigation. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING 
POUCELOG 

Asleep at the Wheel 
Smokin' Hippo Gets Green Light 

Wednesday 1-04 
3 :23 p.m. Report of a one car accident on 
Route 2 in front of the Eiving paper mill. 
No injuries repo1ted. Driver fell asleep at 
the wheel. 

Thursday 1-05 
12:00 a.m. Assisted Gill Police on Oak 
Street with a possible assault. 
11 :30 am. Assisted Northfield Police with 
motor vehicle accident on Main Street. No 
personal injuries. 

Friday 1-06 
1:37 a.m. After a motor vehicle stoo on 
Route2,----was 
an-ested~under 
the influence of liquor, marked lanes vio­
lations, defective lights, and operating 
with a suspended license. Arsenault's tow­
ing removed vehicle. 

Saturday 1-07 
1:14 a.m. After a motor vehicle stop on 
Route 2. ---- was 
an-ested ~mg a 
motor vehicle without a license, operating 
a motor vehicle with a defective exhaust, 
seatbelt violation, giving an officer a false 
name, and operating a motor vehicle with­
out license in possession. 
1 :40 p.m Report of a disabled motor 
vehicle in the Box Car parking lot. Owner 
will remove. 

Sunday 1-08 
1 :30 p m. While on routine patrol, officer 
noticed a computer monitor that appeared 
to have been dropped from the French 
King B1idge onto Dorsey Road. Officer 
left a note for Highway Department 
requesting it be picked up. Large amount 
of plastic and glass in roadway. 

1\tesday 1-10 
5:05 pm. Officer searched area of Lester 
and River Streets for a loose dog. Unable 
to locate. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING - Chef Gary Weiss 
got the go-ahead for a key com­
ponent of the financial package 
for his planned makeover of 
the former Star Light Diner on 
Route 2, on January 9th. Under 
the guidance of Weiss, who has 
managed the food service at 
Greenfield Community 
College for thirteen years, the 
roadside eatery will be trans­
formed into the Smokin' 
Hippo, a barbecue flavored 
lunch and dinner spot, with a 
full menu of New England fare 
and vegetarian alternatives. 
The Franklin County CDC is 
providing gap financing, with a 
$53,000 loan from the 10-town 
loan fund. The Riving select­
board signed off on the loan 
Monday night. In addition, the 
Greenfield Savings Bank is 
teaming up with the CDC to pro­
vide mortgage lending for pm-­
chase of the property and a line 
of credit, and Weiss and other 
investors have put up $35,000 of 
their own funds to help with the 
planned remodeling. Weiss 
hopes to have the establishment 
up and mnning by the beginning 
of March. 

With GC.C. closing its cafe­
teria dming planned asbestos 
abatement and renovation over 
the next two years, Weiss is 
planning to bring five staffers 
cm1·ently employed there with 
him to the new restam·ant. He is 

awaiting approval from the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission for a full liquor 
license. And he asked the town 
for help in seeking additional 
safety signage along Route 2 
leading to the cmve where the 
restaw-ant will be located. The 
board invited Weiss to attend 
upcoming meetings of the Route 
2 improvement committee to 
discuss signage. 

Weiss has a long culina1y his­
tory, working as a chef in hotels 
from Boston, to Washington, to 
Tel Aviv. 

In other news, Etving Paper 
Mill general manager Tom 
Newton gave the board a ball­
park estimate for when the 
Route 2 realignment near his 
mill would be completed. The 
multi-million dollar project has 
been held up over the siting of a 
well for potable water for the 
paper mill. After four false 
starts, a dowser for Mass 
Highway has located what all 
hope will be a suitable well site. 
General contractor ET &L Co1p. 
"is out $500,000" due to the 
delay, and is eagerly awaiting 
final results. But Newton said 
pemutting and water analysis 
will likely drag the ribbon cut­
ting ceremony out until fall of 
this year, if all goes ... well. 

Norma Charbonneau came to 
express her concem about the 
lack of progress on clean-up and 
repairs to a long abandoned 

property at 15 East Prospect 
Street, neighbo1ing her home. 
The vacant structw-e, formerly 
boarded up by the town to pre­
vent vannints from entering, is 
now owned by Att Johnson. He 
took down the boards when he 
began to clean the prope1ty up 
six months ago. "He's not been 
in for about six we.eks," said 
Charbonneau. "There's still a 
whole lot there. I hate to think 
the critters will be back in sum­
mer." 

Administrative coordinator 
Tom Shrup said the board of 
health could force Johnson to 
finish the clean-up, and said the 
prope1ty may be on the mru·ket. 
He said he was sony 
Chru·bonneau had such a poor 
view out her windows. 

"That's what God gave you 
Venetian blinds for," she replied. 

The town will pay Tighe and 
Bond $14,057.89 for recent con­
sulting work on the Maple 
Avenue landfill in Fru-Iey. The 
boru·d also approved a final pay­
ment of$29,604.23 for the reno­
vations to the At·ch Street pump 
station. These renovations, 
which included the instalation of 
two new pumps, computer hru·d­
ware and an alann system, 
resulted in repeated and pro­
tracted system breakdowns and 
repairs, but the town still 
brought the project in below its 
initially allocated cost of 
approximately $175,000, 

ACUPUNCTURE 
continued from page 1 
community is creating something 
new, "not another Amherst of the 
North." This spirit attracted 
Adams as well. "I was able to find 
and create a space I wanted. 
Tmners made it possible." 

toys to share for kids making 
office visits. 

ness of all life - people, climate, 
seasons - and considers how our 
environments, inner and outer, 
manifest in us. 

access from her work in England. 
"Since I began this path, I have 
always been committed to making 
this medicine available to every­
body." Adams directed the 
Altemative Health Tmst, a B1-itish 
non-profit charity that creates 
affordable health care altematives 
for people with low incomes. 
Adams explained the trust works 
with health practitioners who 
agre.e to work for a reduced fee. 
"We had a multi-disciplinary 
group: MD's, acupuncturists, chi­
ropractors, massage therapists, 
homeopaths, and nuttitionists all 
worked with the Tmst." Patients 
conttibute a nominal fee per visit 
that they can afford, and the ttust 
subsidizes the difference with 
funds that come from tax-free 
contt·ibutions. "The trust never 
ran out of money," she proudly 
related. "It's like the Hanukkah 
story of the nuraculous lamp that 
kept bmning with just a little oil." 
Adams finnly believes that such a 
ttust could work miracles in our 
community as well. She hopes to 
pm·sue this vision here with other 
like-minded people. 

Setting up the Avenue A store­
front as an clinical office space 
has been a big job. The tt-ansfor­
mation is amazing, with new 
walls and floo1ing, a renovated 
bathroom, and two new tt·eattnent 
rooms. Adams said the storefront 
remodeling has been a fatnily 
eff01t, and she is especially grate­
ful for her son-in-law, Joshua 
Parkinson, a construction conn-ac­
tor from the Boston ru·ea who 
directed the renovation from start 
to finish. Parkinson's wife, 
Adams' daughter Megan, anived 
bearing gifts to stylishly adom the 
new walls: she had mom's diplo­
ma and acupuncture license ready 
to hang in handsome new frames. 
Daughter Kirsten helped out with 
painting and finances. Even 
granddaughter Zoe has con­
tt·ibuted to the new space with 

Both kids and adults unfatnil­
iar with acupuncture have an 
impo1tant question to ask: "Does 
it hmt?" Adatns says her acupunc­
tw-e needles ru·e hair-thin, not hol­
low (like hypodemuc needles that 
draw and push fluids - ouch!), and 
her needling technique is ve1y 
shallow and gentle, "as gentle as 
we can make it." She also said the 
needles are sterile and non-toxic. 

The principle method of 
acupuncture involves inserting 
these hair-thin needles at specific 
points along the body's energy 
pathways. According to Adams, 
she assesses the energetic imbal­
ance of a patient at an elemental 
level and uses the needles to stim­
ulate the body's own healing 
responses and help restore its nat­
ural balance. The pruticulru· kind 
of acupuncture Adams practices, 
Five Element Acupunctm·e, has 
ancient roots in the Taoist tt·adi­
tions of the medicine, which has 
been around at least 2500 years. 
Holistic in natm·e, the Taoist phi­
losophy sees the interconnected-

Adams b1ings with her not 
only her healing rut, but many 
aspirations for se1ving the com­
munity. She has offered use of her 
storefront windows to the B1ick 
House as galle1y space for local 
youths to display rut, and for other 
a1tists in the community as well. 
She has approached Montague's 
fire and police deprutments and 
offered free acupunctm·e to its 
workers who nught come into 
ha1m's way and need post-trau­
matic stt·ess relief. The day after 
this past Thanksgiving, Adatns 
spent ten days in New Orleans 
offering her services to relief 
workers and residents traumatized 
by Hun-icane Katrina. "There was 
an incredible pola1-ity there: on the 
one hand all of the devastation 
and on the other, the great faith 
and stt·ength of an amazing people 
who just wanted to get on with 
their lives." 

Adams also b1ings a viable 
model for universal health care 

according to board member 
Andy Tessier. 

Heavy rains in October point­
ed up the lack of sufficient elec­
ttical service to the At·ch Stt·eet 
pump station to power both 
pumps simultaneously. Tessier 
proposed going to town meeting 
for an additional $121,000 in 
repairs to the electtical service, 
softv.•are modification, and a 
new generator for the pmnp sta­
tion. "The whole thing should 
have been looked at at the srune 
time, when the pumps were 
installed," he said. Two pumps 
mnning simultaneously nught 
have prevented the October 
overflow to the Millers River, 
Tessier said, but there's no point 
c1ying over spilled septage. 

Tessier also mentioned the 
need for substantial renovations 
to the 197 4-era Ervingside water 
tt·eattnent plant, which will like­
ly cost the town millions. He 
proposed seeking $10,000 for a 
feasibility study for that work 
from town meeting. 

The board discussed 
approaching Union 28 
Superintendent Linda Driscoll 
about fonning a comnuttee to 
hire a replacement for retiring 
Erving Elementa1y principal 
AnnDee Souza, and agreed to 
appoint Jim Loynd as an auxil­
iary E1ving police officer. The 
board will meet again on 
Wednesday, January 18th to 
begin '07 budget deliberations. 

When asked why she chose to 
open her practice in Tmners Falls, 
Adams replied, "I like the feel of 
Tmners Falls - a whole new ener­
gy has arisen here." Adatns feels 
there really is a new, exciting 
energy ru·ising in our town, just 
like the Qi energy she cultivates 
with acupuncture to improve the 
well-being of her patients. The 
Taoist would see these two forces 
as vitally interconnected and con­
tt·ibuting to the overall well-being 
of om· community. 

Adams sees acupuncture as 
complimenta,y to western medi­
cine and other modalities. Almost 
any condition (outside of those 
requil'ing mechanical interven­
tion, e.g., surge,y, spinal adjust­
ment, etc.) can be treated -Adams 
mentioned anxiety, shock and 
trauma, respirat01y diseases, gas­
trointestinal disorders, and multi­
ple sclerosis as a few examples 
Call 863-8033 for more info. 
Adams is looking for other practi­
tioners to share the space, so it 
may become a multi-dis­
ciplina,y complementa,y ll■flll 
health clinic. Ill~ 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Former Gill school principal
Paul Seamans gave the select-
board a piece of his mind on
Monday night, January 9th. The
subject was the high cost of
owning property along the Gill
side of the Connecticut River.
The selectboard sat and listened,
like dutiful pupils, for nearly
half an hour. At the end of his
delivery, board chair Phil
Maddern told him, “I don’t
know who is more upset, you or
me.”

Seamans began by saying, “I
have extremely strong feelings
about my taxes. In ‘04, our taxes
were $2,036. In ‘05, our taxes
were $5,041, an increase of
$3,005. That increase is more
than the entire tax bill we paid
in ‘04. This is wrong.
Absolutely wrong. I’ve written
to the governor, Senator
Rosenberg, the assessors, and to
you people, and none of you can
help me.

“Senator Rosenberg men-
tioned the Circuit Breaker tax
credit for seniors - for $800 - but
the value of our property puts us
beyond the reach of that pro-
gram.”

Raising his voice, he contin-
ued, “Mrs. Seamans and I teeter
on the brink of having to sell our
assets and leave. I served Uncle
Sam all through WWII and all
through the Korean War. And to
come home to find I can’t own
my own home is dreadful.”

Seamans is among the 30 or
so property owners who live in a
recently delineated tax district
called the Riverfront District,
created in 2004 on the advice of
the Massachusetts Department
of Revenue’s Division of Local
Services, after examination of
several home sales showed ris-
ing property values for proper-
ties along the river. At the time
of the last triennial revaluation,
former assessor’s clerk Harriet
Tidd estimated values for these
properties would rise by an
average 75%, as opposed to an
average 25% rise for properties
in the rest of Gill.

Seamans inquired about the
possibility of the town adopting
a local option Senior Real
Estate Tax Exemption. The leg-
islature has recently expanded
this program to allow the town
to exempt up to 20% of the
average assessed property in
town for seniors over the age of
65 who meet minimum residen-
cy requirements and do not earn
more than $43,000 a year singly,
or $64,000 filing jointly. The
board agreed to have a discus-
sion with the assessors about
putting a warrant article before
town meeting about a local
option exemption for seniors.
They will hold that discussion
on Tuesday, January 17th, dur-
ing the course of the 5 p m. tax
classification hearing, sched-
uled for that evening due to the
Monday holiday.

Seamans was unaware the
age limit for the local option

exemption had been lowered
from 70 to 65, but he had been
undeterred by the higher limit.
“Since I’m 95 and my wife is
105, we meet the criterion,” he
said, with characteristic Yankee
overstatement. He was certain
they met the residency require-
ment, too. “We’ve been here for
45 years. I worked for the town
of Gill for three decades. Our
teachers provided the best edu-
cation in the state; our students
consistently ranked highest for
towns of our population. I
taught at Annapolis. But I had
enough bloodletting in WWII,
and I wanted to come some-
where where I could give back
for all the tragedy I had seen.”

Seamans was particularly
wrathful on the subject of
Boston determining the tax pro-
cedures for Gill. Referring to
the consultant from Bishop
Associates who advised the
local assessors in 2004 on what
the DOR would require in an
area of rising property values,
Seamans said, “That outrider
from Boston was a son of a gun.
He was a cheat working for
cheats.” Before leaving,
Seamans offered a brief recap of
the history of Daniel Shays’

rebellion for their consideration.
The creation of the new tax

district, said Seamans, “has
upset the delicate social balance
between Riverside, Center Gill,
and Mount Hermon the town
has maintained for 200 years.”

10-Year Traffic Ticket
Moratorium Ending

Sergeant Chris Redmond
came before the board to dis-
cuss parking tickets. The Gill
police department has not
issued any parking tickets, or
other citations for violations of
the town’s traffic regulation
bylaws, since 1996. The reason
is simple: the department ran
out of parking tickets back then
and never printed new ones.
After all, the town has no park-
ing meters. But there is the
problem of people occasionally
parking their cars on the street
during winter months and times
of winter snow removal, a situa-
tion that can rapidly lead to tow-
ing. And lately there has been a
persistent complaint about a
particular tractor trailer parking
on Walnut Street in Riverside.

The board reviewed the 1974
traffic regulations, and gave
Redmond the go-ahead to have

tickets printed up. Violations
will still cost $20. The board
noted the bylaws permit people
to park on the street for up to an
hour between the hours of 1
a m. and 6 a m., even during the
winter, in the event of an emer-
gency. This provision could lead
to some confusion. How does
the plow driver know how long
the car has been there?

Board chair Phil Maddern
said, “If the plow driver calls
the station and says, ‘Hey, next
time I’m through, tow him if
he’s still there,’ it’s going to be
an hour anyway.” 

If the town is going to
resume issuing tickets, there
may be a need for a parking
clerk to hear appeals, so the
board appointed Lynda
Hodsdon Mayo (in absentia) to
be the Gill parking clerk.

With Sergeant Redmond pre-
sent, the board agreed to partic-
ipate in a countywide effort to
conduct clandestine checks of
establishments that sell liquor to
see if underage patrons are able
to purchase alcohol. The estab-
lishments will be notified in
writing that such checks will be
conducted not less than 30 days
or more than 12 months from

the date of the warning; and a
notice shall be published in a
local newspaper. The checks
will be conducted by having an
underage person enter an estab-
lishment and attempt to pur-
chase alcohol while a police
officer is waiting outside. Under
the rules of the clandestine
check, the underage person will
not be allowed to consume any
alcohol, if served, and a breath-
alyzer test will be administered
to make certain they have not
consumed any alcohol.

Board member Ann Banash
said a recent survey of local
high school kids showed a high
percentage had consumed alco-
hol in recent years, and the nar-
rative accompanying that sur-
vey showed that kids felt adults
did not care if they did drink
alcohol. “This is saying, ‘Yeah,
we care,’” Banash said.

In other news the board
delayed action on a request
from the Department of
Agriculture to waive a 120-day
notice requirement for the pur-
chase of agricultural preserva-
tion rights on a 30-acre property
on River Road. The state had
incorrectly identified the parcel
as being located on Main Road.
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ESLEECK 
continued from page 1 

at Esleeck would be retained if 
the sale goes through. 

Selectboard member Pat 
Allen said she had heard the 

well. They've contributed 
greatly to this community." 

Cecilia Zankin, who has 
worked at Esleeck for 55 years, 
since she was shortly out of 
high school, said she had heard 
the same rumors everyone else 
had, but nothing definite about 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

engineering applications. 
Esleeck was founded by 

Augustine Washington Esleeck 
in 1900, on the site where 
Marshall Paper Company had 
begun construction of the mill 
in 1894. The business passed on 
to Esleeck's son Irving, then to 

9 

Agricultural Commission 
Forming in Gill 

A half dozen local growers 
showed up Tuesday night, 
January 10th to meet with Pete 
Westover of the 
Commonwealth Department 
of Agricultural resources, at 
the Gill town hall. Westover 
has been traveling the state 
trying to interest fa1mers and 
growers and sympathetic resi­
dents in fonning local agricul­
tural commissions. Cliff 
Hatch, Tim Storrow, Allen and 
Shirley Flagg, and Vicki van 
Zee were among those who 
showed up. 

Hatch said the group will 
go before the selectboard on 
the 23rd of Janua1y, ''To tell 
them what we're up to, and to 
put a motion on the town 
meeting warrant in support of 
fo1ming a Gill agricultural 
commission." He said there 
will be a public information 
session before annual town 
meeting, to which all interest­
ed residents will be invited. 

dairies, but we've gained a lot 
of more diverse, smaller oper­
ations, like Christmas tree 
fa1ms, nurseries, and an emu 
fa1m. Agricultural commis­
sions are formed to assist the 
selectboard in an adviso1y 
capacity for agricultural issues 
in town, to help farmers in 
inanaging resources, and most 
of all to deal with changes that 
are happening with more peo­
ple moving into mral areas. 
Some communities pass 
'Right to Farm' bylaws, some 
work with their realtors to 
inake sure buyers know they 
will be moving into a faiming 
ai·ea, where odors or slow mov­
ing vehicles are a fact oflife." 

The Esleeck Manufacturing Company "In the 20 years I've lived 
in Gill, we've lost several big 

Hatch said farmers work 
not only to maintain a viable 
food supply and prese1ve the 
working landscape of a com­
munity, they also contribute to 
commtmity economics in 
ways large and small. And he 
pointed out, "Com doesn't 
demand much in the way of 
municipal se1vices." 

his son, of the same name, and 
then to a Raymond Andrews. 

nunors, and if tme, she said, "It 
would be a good fit. As we all 
know, Esleeck has said they are 
in trouble, and we did our best 
to design our sewer rates 
around their needs. A family­
owned manufacturer with good 
ethics who would keep jobs in 
the community, we would be 
well served by that. The 
employees who work there now 
are highly skilled and would 
have a lot to contribute to a new 
owner to keep the operation 
mnning smoothly." 

a sale. "Men have come through 
exarning the operation," she 
said. 

Zankin, "does a little bit of 
everything," at the mill, "so1t­
ing paper, sealing it, inspecting 
it, wrapping it." She said 
Esleeck has been "a very good 
company to work for. I could 
retire, but what would I do? I 
can walk to work. I like to stay 
busy." 

William C. Blanker began 
working at the mill, where his 
father had worked before him, 
in 1949. He became president 
of the company in 1973, a posi­
tion he held for many years 
tmtil his son Charles succeeded 
him. Among the fine papers the 
company is known for are 
100% cotton papers in shades 
of white, tracing and vellum 
papers, archival quality, acid 
free paper, and their specialty 
"Blue Jean" bond. 
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She also said, if the sale goes 
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In 2003 Southworth acquired 
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continue to lead the parishioners
at Our Lady of Peace, acknowl-
edged the significance of this
day for the congregation of St.
Anne’s. “Welcome to this very
special mass. We give thanks
for all that has been accom-
plished here… We pray in
thanksgiving for the founders of
St. Anne’s.”

Those founders had built an
edifice of true beauty to their
faith, as even a casual observer
could attest. The soft light
through the tall, lancet stained
glass windows, like the one near
the front of the 6th Street side of
the nave dedicated to Mme. J.
Baril, illuminated the interior
with grace. Banners beside the
central crucifix in the apse read
‘Peace’ and ‘Joy’.

The first reading was from
Isaiah, 60: 1-5: “Rise up in
spirit Jerusalem. Your light has
come. The glory of the Lord
shines upon you. Thick dark-
ness covers the Earth and deep
darkness the peoples; but the
Lord will arise over you, and
His glory will be seen upon you.
The Gentiles shall come to your
light, and kings to the bright-
ness of your rising. Lift up your
eyes all around, and see: They
all gather together, they come to
you; your sons shall come from
afar, and your daughters shall be
nursed at your side. Then you
shall see and become radiant,
and your heart shall swell with
joy; because the abundance of
the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the Gentiles shall
come to you.”

Then the choir sang the
Responsorial Psalm, with the
refrain, “Lord every nation on
Earth will adore you.”

A reading from St. Paul’s
Letter to the Ephesians fol-
lowed, which said, “you can
understand my insight into the
mystery of Christ, which was
not made known to human
beings in other generations as it
has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit, that the Gentiles are
co-heirs, members of the same
body, and co-partners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.”

Then Father Aksamit gave a
sermon from the Gospel accord-
ing to Matthew.

“When Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days
of King Herod, behold, magi
from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is the
newborn king of the Jews? We
saw his star at its rising and
have come to do him homage.’

When King Herod heard this,
he was greatly troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him.

Assembling all the chief
priests and the scribes of the
people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be
born. They said to him, ‘In
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it
has been written through the
prophet: “And you, Bethlehem,
land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah;

since from you shall come a
ruler, who is to shepherd my
people Israel.” Then Herod
called the magi secretly and
ascertained from them the time
of the star’s appearance. He sent
them to Bethlehem and said,
‘Go and search diligently for the
child. When you have found
h i m ,
bring me
word, that
I too may
go and do
h i m
homage.’
A f t e r
t h e i r
audience
with the
king they
set out.
A n d
b e h o l d ,
the star
that they
had seen
at its ris-
ing pre-
c e d e d
t h e m ,
until it
came and
s t o p p e d
over the
p l a c e
where the child was. They were
overjoyed at seeing the star, and
on entering the house they saw
the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and

did him homage. Then they
opened their treasures and
offered him gifts of gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh. And having
been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed
for their country by another
way.... When Herod realized
that he had been deceived by the
magi, he became furious. He
ordered the massacre of all the
boys in Bethlehem and its vicin-
ity two years old and under, in
accordance with the time he had
ascertained from the magi.”

Father Aksamit said the
Gospel of Matthew “places the
Christmas story in a broader
context. Up to this time it has
been a local story of a Jewish
child born to a Jewish couple,
attended by Jewish shepherds.
Now strange men from Persia,
astrologers, pagans, enter the
story. They fall to their knees
with gifts for the child.” And the
meaning of the text, according
to Aksamit, is, “The doors of
salvation have been opened to
all peoples.” He referred back to
the reading from Isaiah,

“Nations shall walk by our
light,” and to the Paul’s Epistle
to the Ephesians, “The mystery
has been made known to me:
Gentiles are co-partners in the
promise, the doors of salvation
have been flung open to all
nations.”

Father Aksamit went on to

say, “The establishment is not
happy with the new king. Herod
is greatly troubled. ‘When you
find him bring me word,’” says
the crafty ruler. “Herod is

enraged,” when the magi escape
his guile. “He orders the mas-
sacre of all boys two years of
age and younger.” Herod refus-
es the promise of the new salva-
tion, Aksamit explained.
“Herod would have none of it.”

Drawing the parallel to the
task facing his parishioners,
Aksamit said, “Today’s feast
calls us to be one family to hear
the word of the Lord. That is the
word that serves as the
background of our ser-
vices.”

Speaking of the sorrow
of taking leave of their old
church, and the family ties
bound here through the gen-
erations, Father Aksamit
said, “No words can ease
the sadness of pain and loss.
No words that it is happen-
ing everywhere can ease the
pain that it is happening
here, to us, today. I have
caused or at least symbol-
ized the pain and hurt some
of you feel. And for that I
say from the bottom of my
heart, ‘I’m sorry.’

“You have allowed me to
join in the most sacred moments
of your lives. For that, from the
bottom of my heart, I say,
‘Thank you.'

“We have been on an incred-
ible journey. We have achieved
great things and made mistakes.
Today we come together to

bring our gifts to the King, and
to each other.” He explained
that in church tradition, gold
means, ‘I love you,’ frankin-
cense means, ‘thank you,’ and
myrrh means, ‘I am sorry’.
Therefore, Aksamit concluded
his sermon, “To you I say, ‘I am
sorry, thank you, and I love
you.’”

The congregation, old and
young, sat quietly and prayed,
many with bowed heads.

Among those for whom
prayers were offered were, “the
founders of our parish, whose
vision met the needs of an
immigrant land,” and “the
members of this parish who
came to say goodbye to their
sacred past.” Father Aksamit
said, humbly, “Words cannot
express the bittersweet feelings
we feel today.” 

At the offering of the
Eucharist, Father Aksamit
prayed to “advance the peace
and salvation of the entire
world, in mercy and love, to
unite all your children wherever
they may be.” As the commu-
nion commenced, with nearly
every parishoner filing forward
to receive the host at the chancel
railing, where a miniature

crèche was set before the altar, a
deepening sense that this was
indeed the last mass at the 120-
year old church began to gather.
Some cried openly, others
looked down at the floor as they
walked back to their well-worn
pews.

Carrying on tradition, Father
Aksamit offered
the congregants
small bags contain-
ing chalk and
incense. The chalk
was to take home
and write the ini-
tials of the magi
and the numerals of
the year above their
doors; the incense
to burn. To make
this blessing of the
domicile simpler,
he said it would be
easy to recall the
first letters of the
wise men’s names -
Kaspar, Melchior,
and Balthazar - by
remembering K for
kielbasa, M for
mincemeat, and B
for bologna. This
caused some tears
to turn to laughter,
if only for a

moment.
Father Aksamit invited all to

stay in the church as long as
they wished, or to take pho-
tographs, or to add items to a
booklet of memories being
compiled. He urged everyone to
come to the opening mass of
Our Lady of Peace with Bishop
McDonnell, on Sunday the 15th
at 10 a m. “We hope to have the
place mobbed,” he said.

He thanked Albert Beaubien
for writing the church history
(reprinted next page) in the
missal, and for penning the
words to two special hymns,
including the Commun-ion
Meditation hymn, which went:

“In this place most holy
One hundred twenty years
St. Anne bid us welcome
With our hopes and fears

O good St. Anne, we call on
your name; Your praises loud
your children proclaim.

Alas the time has come
When we must say good-bye
Not without a heartache
Or a teary eye.

God has called us today
To merge with our good friends
to form a new family
His Kingdom never ends.

We are all God’s children
Regardless of our birth.
Let us open, then, show our-
selves the salt of the earth.”

Father Aksamit thanked
Beaubien for serving as St.
Anne’s organist for 50-plus
years. Before the closing hymn,
he thanked the parishioners for
supporting him. He closed by
saying, “Whatever you are feel-
ing now, may God bless you and
be with you all.”

SAINTE ANNE
Continued from page 1

DETMOLD PHOTOS

At the offering of the Eucharist, Father Aksamit prayed to “advance the peace and salvation
of the entire world, in mercy and love, to unite all your children wherever they may be.”

As the communion commenced, with nearly every paris-
honer filing forward a deepening sense that this was

indeed the last mass at the 120-year old church began 

Parishioners leaving the last
mass at Ste. Annes
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A Look Back: Steo Anne 
BY ALBERT BEAUBIEN 

The French-speaking popula­
tion found it difficult to practice 
its faith in the Enaglish language 
and wanted a church of its own. 
A delegation from the newly 
fonned Society of St. John the 
Baptist petitioned the Bishop to 
establish a new parish. On July 
16th, 1884 Fr. J. Edmond Pe1rnult 
became pastor of the new parish 
of St. Anne. Fr. Perrault celebrat­
ed his first mass in Tumers Falls 
at the Robe1t home at the comer 
of Fifth and J Streets on a bureau­
like altar, now restored and on 
display at the back of the church. 
Masses were later celebrated at 
the skating rink on K Street, and 
on the third floor of the present 
St. Kazimierz Society Hall. On 
October 18th, 1885, 2000 people 
witnessed the laying of the cor­
nerstone. On May 11th, 1890, 
Bishop O'Riley celebrated the 
solemn benediction of the church 
and the confinnation of the 122 
parishoners. On January 9th, 
1893 Fr. J.C. Allard became pas­
tor and tv.•o years later the new 
school was blessed, the first 
parochial school in Franklin 
County. Classes began in 1896 
with 119 boys and 131 girls. Fr. 
Allard was succeeded by Fr. 

EVACUATION 
from page 1 
refened to as 'the 20% uprate'. 

Gill school committee repre­
sentative Sally Shaw said, "The 
prinicipals are a jump ahead of 
me on this one." Shaw, who 
recently was anested for tres­
passing at the Entergy VY head­
qua1ters in Brattleboro in an 
attempt to petition the nuclear 
power plant owners to shut the 
plant down over concerns about 
the health and safety of area res­
idents and plant workers, ma.de 
a motion for the school commit­
tee to ask the Gill and Montague 
selectboards to ask for expand­
ed evacuation zones to cover all 
district schools. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Wood said, "There is an 
evacuation plan in place for 10 
miles, which has kids from Gill 
Elementary coming to Turners 
Falls High School/ Great Falls 
Middle School, where their 
families would tiy to pick them 
up. The truth of the matter is, as 
is tlue in any major emergency, 
people would react quickly. If 
families have kids at the high 
school and at Sheffield and 
Hillcrest, they would try to 
gather them all and move them 
a.way from the area. I think an 
evacuation plan that covers the 
entire district, of which the par-

Edmond Gratton, who 
administered the debt­
free parish for only tv.•o , . . 
years, until 1909. /..~ 

In 1909 Fr. James / • 
Casey became the pastor 
and served for 24 years. 
He purchased the 
O'Keefe building on 
Fifth Street for a convent 
and on August 1st, 1925 
the Sisters of St. Anne 
moved in after 29 years . 
of living in cramped 
quarters in the school. ~ 
During Fr. Casey's long 
tenure there were many 
firsts. Plays were put on 
in the church hall under 
the direction of Wilfred 
Hamilton, Sr. The ladies 
of St. Anne were organ­
ized for the man-ied 
women of the parish, the 
Children of Mary for 
young girls and unman-ied 
women. Dinners put on by the 
Ladies of St. Anne were ve1y pop­
ular right from the strut, especially 
the Mardi Gras celebration. In his 
will, Fr Casey bequeathed a sub­
stantial legacy to the parish, which 
has been used for many capital 
improvements and special proj-

ents are clearly a.ware, would 
allow that to happen more 
smoothly." 

Mahler said his effo1ts lobby­
ing FEMA to put a more com­
prehensive plan in place for the 
school district resulted in a 
change of destination for Gill 
Elementary students to be 
brought to TFHS/GFMS instead 
of Greenfield Community 
College, where most of the 
county would be evacuated. 
"We need to put the FEMA 
folks on notice, 'You've got to 
think beyond this 10-mile 
zone.'" 

Farkas Leaving GMRSD 
In other school committee 

news, longtime GMRSD 
administrator and special educa­
tion director Laurie Farkas has 
resigned to take a position as 
director of special education at 
the Hampshire Regional School 
District. Superintendent Sue 
Gee said she hoped to fill the 
position temporarily, while 
seeking a fulltime replacement 
in July. She thanked Farkas for 
her service, and said "We need 
someone who is experienced 
and willing to work with us, as 
we have a high percentage of 
special needs students." 

The GMRSD is seeking can­
didates from Montague interest-

ects. The church hall has been 
named the Father Casey Hall in 
honor of this beloved priest. 

On July 9th, 1933 Fr. George 
Trottier became pastor and 
served for eleven years. He was 
loved by the children for his 
cheerfulness and lollipops. It was 
at this time that bingo nights were 
introduced and became quite 

ed in filling a soon to be vacant 
seat on the school committee. 
Tony Guglielmi is resigning 
effective J anuaiy 31st. 

B1ightLightAward for Ali Urban 
TFHS sophomore Ali Urban 

will receive a Bright Light 
a.ward at Greenfield Community 
College's 3rd Annual Living the 
Dream ceremony on Monday, 
Ja.nua1y 16th (Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, obse1ved). School 
committee chair Ma1y Kociela., 
quoting GCC's president Robert 
Pura, told Urban, "You live your 
own goodness, work for justice, 
and the bette1ment of people's 
lives, show compassion, and are 
fair and loving, while standing 
up for your beliefs." 

The committee approved a 
hike in mileage reimbursements 
for staff and parents of out of 
disn·ict SPED students author­
ized to use private vehicles for 
school transpo1ta.tion. The old 
rate was 28 cents a mile; the 
new rate is 40 cents a mile. 
Business manager Lynn Bassett 
estimated the increase would 
cost the district approximately 
$2,000 in additional reimburse­
ment this year. 

Food Service Over Budget 
Bassett sought and received 

committee approval for several 

popular. On June 8th, 1941 
Fr. Leon Paulin celebrated 
his first Mass in his home 
parish. On July 7th, 1944 
Fr. Albeit Flemy became 
pastor. On June 10th, 1945 
the 50th anniversa1y of the 
school was celebrated. On 
the Feast of Christ the 
King, Fr. Flemy, assisted 
by Fr. James Hastings of 
St. Mary's, Fr. Charles 
Switalski from St. John's 
in Millers Falls, and Fr. 
Lucien Fortin, Chaplain at 
the Farren Hospital, 
blessed Our Lady of the 
Ledge, a dream achieved 
by Eva M. Girard, sculptor 
Noe Regali, and the gen­
erosity of pa1-ish members. 

On March 7th, 1964 Fr. 
~ Leon Nadeau replaced Fr. 

• Flemy. St. Anne School 
was closed in 1968, after 

seventy-two years of service. The 
convent was closed and sold by 
year's end. On March 22nd, 1970 
Fr. George Paulin, nephew of Fr. 
Leon Paulin, celebrated his first 
mass in his home pa1-ish. In 1969, 
Fr. Clarence Forand became pas­
tor and in the early 70s began 
renovating the church from floor 

line item transfers to cover 
operating deficits, including a 
$25,000 deficit in the '05 school 
lunch account for food se1vices. 
Bassett said the lunch program 
was still operating at a deficit 
this year, and 8 hours a week of 
food se1vice labor had just been 
cut out of the budget to tiy to 
plug the gap. She explained the 
costs of goods had gone up, 
with the price of gasoline for 
deliveries. Food se1vice manag­
er Jim Loynd had made a com­
mitment to purchase more fresh, 
local, homemade products to 
enhance the nutrition of student 
meals. "This is the price you 
pay for fresh," she said. A con­
sultant has been brought in to 
monitor program costs. 

The budget subcommittee 
has begun preparing an early 
draft of the '07 school budget. 
Valeria. Smith, who chairs that 
subcommittee, warned of 
"major increases in opera.ting 
expenses" including health 
insurance for cunent employees 
and retirees, utilities, and trans­
po1ta.tion costs. She said "stu­
dent enrollment seems to be 
holding, with some fluctua­
tions." 

Elementary School Configuration 
Bassett attended a meeting of 

the Montague capita.I improve-

to ceiling to conform to the direc­
tives of the Second Vatican 
Council. This included the 
removal of the high altars and 
many statues, a difficult change 
for some parishioners. In the 
early 80s the parish hall took on a 
new look, which won the admira­
tion of all and continues to serve 
the community well to this day. 
In 1983, Fr. Paul Morisette 
became pastor. Fr. Mo1-isette had 
a new energy-efficient fumace 
installed and new handicapped 
accessible bathroom facilities 
constmcted in the church hall. In 
1984, the Fan-en prope1ty across 
the street, which was bequeathed 
to the pai-ish through the will of 
Wilfrid Hamelin, was sold. On 
October 6th, 1985 the parish cel­
ebrated its 100th anniversa1y. In 
October 1990, Fr. Roland Renaud 
became administrator of the 
parish. In the sp1-ing of 1991 the 
steeple tilted at a steep angle, 
requiring a massive rebuilding. 
On Nove1mber 12th, 1992 Fr. 
Roland Renaud and Fr. Stanley 
Aksamit began a team ministiy 
for the pa1-ishes of St. Anne, St, 
Ma1y and Sacred Heart. In 1995 
Fr. Aksainit becaine the sole pas­
tor of the three parishes. 

ments committee earlier this 
month, intending to present a 
list of capital needs for 
Montague school buildings. She 
was met with "a lot of questions 
from the ca.pita.I improvements 
committee a.bout what we 
intend to do with these build­
ings." 

Gee said the elementa1y con­
figuration study group's report 
is due to be released this month, 
but she stressed, "We have not 
discussed closing any of our 
schools. In fact our vision is to 
increase the enrollment in each 
of our schools to augment the 
economic vitality of the towns 
we se1ve. It is impo1tant to be 
clear: our enrollment is holding 
steady, even though we know 
there are a lot of children out on 
school choice. But Montague 
Center now has two kinder­
ga.1ten classes, and two first 
grade classes, where there was 
only one each a few yea.rs ago. 
We are seeing some building 
back at the very young level." 

Mahler said the second 
kindergaiten class at Montague 
Center was added last year; the 
second first grade class was 
added this year. He said Gill 
Elementary has 21 kids in its 
kindergaiten class this 
year. "That's a lot of Ill 
boots," Mahler said. 11!1 
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Patriots Defense Face Mile High Task 
BY LEE CARIGNAN 
TURNERS FALLS - After 
defeating the Jacksonville 
Jaguars last weekend 28 - 3 in 
the wild card round the Patriots 
travel to Denver this Saturday to 
face the second seed Denver 
Broncos. The Patriots will have 
to deal with the loud noise, high 
altitude, and the dominating 
Broncos rnnning game. 

The t\¥0 teams faced each 
other back on October 16th 
when the Patriots were without 
Richard Seymow-, Teddy 
Brnschi, and rnnning back's 
Corey Dillon and Kevin Faulk. 
The Patriots secondary was also 
without comerback Ellis Hobbs, 

JANUARY AT 
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and safety Artrell Hawkins at 
that time. The Pats were strug­
gling and playing their worst 
football of the season. They fell 
behind in the game 28 - 3 before 
mounting a frnitless rally in a 
28-20 loss to the Broncos. 

The Patriots played one of 
their worst games of the year 
that day, allowing 432 total yards 
on defense. Denver gained 1 78 
yards on the ground on New 
England. The Patriots must play 
a lot better this weekend if they 
expect to reach the AFC 
Championship game. 

Since the Patriots got 
Seymow- and Brnschi back, the 
defense has been great against 
the nm. They have gone from the 
27th ranked defense to the 8th 
against the rnn. Last week 
against Jacksonville, the Patriots 

only allowed 81 rnshing··· -- with 4 1/2. McGinest 
yards. Denver's strength is . became the all time post-
their rnnning attack, which • I • season sack leader with 
has averaged 158.7 yards a 16 total. 
game this season. They The Patriots will need 
have two backs that can 'bring another big performance 
it'. Mike Anderson gained 1,014 
yards this season and Tatumn 
Bell rnshed for 921. 

The key for the Patriots will 
be to stop Denver's rnnning 
backs. If the Patriots improved 
defense can force Denver into 
third and long yardage situations 
and make Jake Plummer tly to 
beat them, the Pats should have a 
good chance. 

The Patl-iots continue to get 
great pressure up front on 
defense, which is helping their 
young seconda1y. They had six 
sacks last week against the 
Jaguars, led by Willie McGinest 

from their linebackers against 
Denver. Teddy Brnschi, who 
missed last week's game with a 
calf injmy, will probably be a 
game time decision again this 
week. If Brnschi can't play the 
Patriots will have to rely on 
Monty Beisel. Beisel played 
pretty well last week against the 
Jaguars. The young linebacker 
has faced some criticism for his 
play earlier in the year. The 
Patriots' chances of winning 
increase if Brnschi can play. 

Denver has 1:\¥0 de.ep threat 
wide receivers that the Patriots' 
seconda1y will have to contend 

THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

with. Rod Smith had 85 recep­
tions for 1,105 yards on the sea­
son and has had good success 
against New England in the past. 
Fow--year veteran Ashley Lelie 
had 42 receptions for 770 yards 
on the season. He is a good com­
pliment to Rod Smith and at 6'3" 
could give the smaller Pati·iots 
defensive backs some trouble. 

The game is Satw-day at 8 
p.m. The weather should not be a 
factor in the game. It's expected 
to be in the low 40s with light 
wind. The winner will take on 
either the Indianapolis Colts or 
the Pittsbw-gh Steelers for the 
AFC championship. If the 
Patriots win it will be their 11th 
sti·aight postseason win, which 
would be an NFL record. 

C1dl Store 

' 
Wine Tasting 

Dealing With Heartburn 
Thurs., Jan. 12th, 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Indian Tea Tasting 
Adivasi Chai 

Sat., Jan. 21st 
~ 2.·00-4.·00 p.rn. 

Grand Opening 
Sat., Jan. 28th, 

ALL DAY' 
Main RQ!J!, Gill 

Boysen Hodgson. (Yep, just like 
the berry ... now we've got that out of 
the way, let's move on!) 

Graphic Design solutions for 
your Small Business, Big Business or 
Startup. Advertising, Logos, Marketing, 
Web, Direct Mail, Catalogs and MORE! 

Professional design, thoughtfully 
and skillfully created, will make a 
difference for your business. Increase 
sales create a brand, look good. 

How about now? Your business 
deserves it, and so do you. 

CALL 413-303-9193 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ -Q. I'm getting 
heartburn a lot since I turned 60. 
Is more hemtbun1 something that 
comes with more years? 

More than 60 million 
Americans experience heaitbum 
at least once a month and more 
than 15 million Americans experi­
ence heaitbmn daily. Heartbwn is 
more common among the elderly. 

Heaitbmn two or more times 
weekly may be caused by gastroe­
sophageal reflux disease or 
GERD. See a doctor if you have 
hea1tbum too often. The doctor 
can test for GERD. 

In the upper GI series, you 
swallow a liquid bariwn mixture. 
Then a radiologist watches the 
barium as it travels down yow· 
esophagus and into the stomach. 
Another test is an endoscopy, in 
which a small lighted flexible tube 
is inse1ted into the esophagus and 
stomach. 

GERD makes stomach acid 
flow up into your esophagus. 
There is a valve at the lower end of 
the esophagus that is designed to 
keep acid in the stomach. In 
GERD, the valve relaxes too fre­
quently, which allows acid to 
reflux, or flow backward. 

A hiatal hemia may contribute 

and using over-the­
counter medicines. 

For example, you 
should avoid heait­
bmn-producers such 
as chocolate, coffee, 
peppennint, tomato 
products, alcoholic 
beverages, greasy or 
spicy dishes. Quit 
smoking because 
tobacco inhibits sali-

to GERD. A hiatal 
hernia occw-s when 
the upper pait of the 
stomach is above 
the diaphragm, 
which is the muscle 
wall sepai-ating the 
stomach from the 
chest. The 
diaphragm helps the 
valve keep acid 
from coming up 
into the esophagus. 

When GERD is 
va that helps with 

ILLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON digestion. Tobacco 
not treated, you can 
suffer from severe chest pain, nai·­
rowing or obstruction of the 
esophagus, bleeding, or a pre­
malignant change in the lining of 
the esophagus. One study showed 
that patients with chronic, untreat­
ed heaitbwn were at substantially 
greater risk of developing 
esophageal cancer. 

The following are some symp­
toms that may mean there has 
been damage to yow- esophagus: 
difficulty swallowing, a feeling 
that food is trapped behind the 
breast bone, bleeding, black bowel 
movements, choking, shortness of 
breath, coughing, hoarseness, 
weight loss. 

You can control infrequent 
heai1bwn by changing yow· habits 

may also stimulate 
acid production and relax the 
esophageal valve. Lose weight. 
And, don't eat two hours before 
you go to sleep. 

For infrequent episodes of 
hea11bmn, take over-the-counter 
antacids, such as Alka-Seltzer, 
Maalox, Mylanta, Pepto-Bismol, 
Rola.ids, and Riopan. Or, you can 
take an H2 blocker. H2 blockers 
are available in both over-the­
counter and prescription fo1ms. 
For example, Pepcid, Tagainet, 
Zantac and Axid are all over-the­
counter H2 blockers which ai·e 
available by prescription at higher 
doses. 

The FDA is expected to 
approve another type of diugs 
knov.rn as proton pwnp inhibitors 

(PPis) for the treatment of infre­
quent heai1bwn at dosage levels 
below the prescription-strength 
formulations. PPis include 
Prilosec, Prevacid, Nexium, 
Aciphex and Protonix. 

GERD is a chronic disease that 
calls for continuous long-tenn 
therapy. To decrease the acid in 
yow- esophagus, raise the head of 
yow- bed or place a foain wedge 
under the mattress to elevate the 
head about 6-10 inches. Avoid 
lying down for tv.•o how-s after eat­
ing. And don't weai· tight clothing. 

Prescription medications to 
treat GERD include the H2 block­
ers and the PPls, which help to 
reduce the stomach acid and work 
to promote healing at prescription 
strength. In addition, there ai·e 
agents that help cleai· acid from the 
esophagus. 

Surge1y is an option if other 
measw-es fail. A surgeon can 
improve the natw-al ban-ier 
between the stomach and the 
esophagus that prevents acid 
reflux. 

If you have a question, please 
Wl'ite to fi·edcicetti@gmail.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SYSTEMS ~oSOLUTION5 
T06ETYOOR 

CttAO~CONT'ROL 
LESLIE ARRIOLA, Ed.D. 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER 

ORGANIZI: Cl.UTTER 
SYSTEMATIZE PAPERS & FILES 

OPTIMIZE WORK & LIVING 
SPACES 

(413) 548-9865 
1an1ola@umauk12.net 

1111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selectwn of new books in all categories! 

11 
Teachers: 

20% off educational materials 
15% off all other books 

Most special orders within 2 days! 

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6; Sac 9-6; Sun 12-5 

74 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

HJ:~LE & 
R1200RT 

274Rt. 2,Gill,MA01376 new available 

• parts & accessories ~ ll.d§JOOD©mii) 
• helmets ALLAN· DAVID• MELANIE 

• books Tel: (413) 863-9543 

• apparel 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.A/CYCLE.COM 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELEUW 
<u> Traditional and Contempornry Jewelry 

~ Diamonds 
<l)} Watches 

Custom rrymir 
worfi done on ymnises 

~ A1miversary Bands 

O(afasftioned' service! 

Com.er of Main & 

Larry Pfeffer 
772-0859 

Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

Mon.-fri., 9::~0-5:30 
Sat. 9:00-5:00 

www.countryjcwclcr.com 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB, CRS, GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ger I Johnson & AssonarEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 



January 12, 2006 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE Gill G0URMO 
Secret of Successful Vegetarian Cooking Revealed 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 

For a delicious vegetarian soup 
that is both nourishing and easy 
to make you need only the fol­
lowing ingredients, more or less. 
To leave a couple vegetables out 
or to add others is not a capital 
offense. 

1. Dollop of olive oil - virgin is 
preferable. (Virgin oil comes 
from olives that would not even 
'think' of being pressed.) 

2. Two shallots, chopped 

3. Garlic clove cmshed 

4. Two or three thinly sliced cel­
ery stalks 

5. Four or five chopped romaine 
lettuce leaves 

6. Half cup of sliced baby ca1rnts 

7. Two or three cups of shredded 
cabbage 

8. Handful of fresh green beans, 
cut in 1 inch pieces 

9. Box of fresh mushrooms, 12 
oz., cut in small pieces 

10. Stewed tomatoes (one 14-1/2 
oz. can to be exact) 

11. Small can of V-8 vegetable 
juice (11.5 oz. size) 

12. Two qua1ts of water 

13. Four small red potatoes, 
quartered - skin on. 

14. 1 bay leaf 

15. 6 peppercoms, cmshed 

16. 1 teaspoon of dried parsley 

17. ½ teaspoon of ta1rngon 

18. ½ teaspoon of thyme 

Toss the first nine ingredients 
into a large soup kettle. Stir fry 
in olive oil until they begin to 
caramelize. Add canned toma­
toes, V-8 juice, and water. Stir in 
the remaining ingredients. Bring 
to a boil, simmer until the pota­
toes are tender, but definitely not 
mushy. 

You may have to add a little 
water as needed, or if company 
shows up. 

The secret to successful vegetar­
ian cooking? Add a little meat or 
a couple packets of chicken 
bouillon. I used tv.•o packets of 
bouillon and some leftover pep­
peroni. I only use meat that 
comes from vegetarian animals. 

The Night Kitchen & The Lone Wolf 
Invite you to an evening to benefit The Bottle of Bread 
As you may know, a favorite local restaurant, The Bottle of Bread in Shelburne Falls, has recently suffered 

a devastating fire. 
To help with the rebuilding of the restaurant and to provide aid to their employees, The Night Kitchen in 

Montague and Rob Watson of The Lone Wolf in Amherst will be offering a three course dinner with all food 
sales to benefit this cause. 

The dinner will be held on Tuesday, January, 17th from 5:30 - 9:00 
$35.00 per person + tax, gratuity & beverages 

Choice of Appetizer: Grilled Radichio Salad with Riesling Poached Pear, Crisped Goat Cheese Crouton & 
Pomegranate Vinaigrette; Mesclun Salad with Clementines, Roasted Fennel, Almonds & Sherry-Dill Vinaigrette; 

Carrot-Ginger Soup with Cumin Creme Fraiche & Red Beet Oil. Choice of Entree: Chili Rubber Roast Pork Loin 
with Mango-Black Bean Salsa with Mashed Chipotle Sweet Potatoes; Butternut Squash & Broccoli Souffle with 
Roasted Red Pepper Coulis with Roasted Root Vegetables & Braised Kale; Sweet Thai Chili Glazed Half Roast 
Chicken with Cilantro & Scallions with Mashed Chipotle Sweet Potatoes. Choice of Dessert: Heart of Darkness 

Flourless Chocolate Torte with Mango & Raspberry Coulis; Chai Spiced Creme Brulee. 

For reservations please call The Night Kitchen: 
(413) 367-9580 

Religious Services 
Baptist 
Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver 
Street, Greenfield, 77 4-6438 
Sunday at 10:30a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7 
p.m. Youth Bi>leOubat6:45p.m. 

First Baptist Church of Turners 
Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-
9083 
Sundayatl 1 a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Christian Science 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 
110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-
9765 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesday at 7 :30 p.m. 

Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 
25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-

8514 Sundayatl0a.m. 

Congregatlonal 
Gill Congregational Church, 
Main Rd., 863-8613 Sunday at 
l0a.m. 
First Congregational Church, 19 
Bridge St., Millers Falls, 659-3430 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Bible study Wed. at 7 p.m 

Eplscopal 
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 
Seventh and Prospect St., Turners, 
863-4602 
Sunday at 9 a.m. 

Friends (Quakers) 
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-
9188 
Sundayat 1 0a.m. 

Jewish 
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St., 
Greenfield, 773-5884 

Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of 
the month) and Saturday at 9:30 
a.m.; schedule does vary, it is 
advisable to call in advance 

Lutheran 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 23 
Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242 
Sunclayat 10:30a.m. 

Noncleno111lnatlonal 
Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners, 
863-2771 
Sundayatl0a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesdayat6:30p.m. 

National Spiritual Alliance 
2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant, 
367-0138 Sundayatl p.m. 

Unity in the PioneerValleyChurch 
401 Chapman Street, Guiding 
Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday 
atl0a.m. 

Ro111an CathoHc 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Dog in Water 
Wednesday, 1-04 
4:05 pm. Assisted EMTs and 
BHA ambulance with medical 
emergency on West Gill Road. 
5:05 p.m. Arrested 

charged with operating 
after suspended license, speed­
ing, inspection sticker violation, 
and failing to change address 
with the RMV 
6:20 pm. Repo1t of suspicious 
subject near the intersection of 
Main Road and West Gill Road, 
everything checked o.k. 
8:50 p.m. Assisted Erving 
Police with a motor vehicle stop 
involving narcotics 

Thursday, 1-05 
12:02 am. Report of an 
unwanted subject at an Oak 
Street address 
1 :05 a.m. Called to assist fire 
department with a dog in the 
water, near Ba1ton Cove. 

5:50 p.m. Assisted EMTs and 
BHA ambulance with medical 
at the NMH gym area. 

Tuesday, 1-10 
6:45 am. Report of damage to 
a mailbox on Hoe Shop Road 
2:20 pm. Report of a tractor 
trailer unit driving enatically on 
the Mount Hermon Campus, 
driver located, no problem 
found. 
5:13 p.m. Be on the lookout 
issued for subject who may be 
en route to jump off the French 
King Bridge. Later located in 
Greenfield. 
5:40 p.m. Suspicious vehicle 
and subjects fotmd at Schuetzen 
Verein on Ba1ton Cove Road, 
advised to leave area. 
8:06 p.m. Report of disabled 
tractor trailer unit at Route 2 
and Main Road, tmable to 
locate. 

Auction and Entertainment 
to benefit the 

Bottle of Bread Fire Fund! 
Saturday, January 28th 

4:30 - 5:00 preview 
5:00 - 6:00 silent auction 
6:30 - 8:00 live auction 

Immediately followed by Cocktails & Dancing! 
Tasty treats provided by Mesa Verde, Cafe Koko, 

and People's Pint 

At the Pushkin Gallery, 
corner of Main & Federal Streets 

in downtown Greenfield. 
To donate items for auction, contact: emilyeliot­

miller@yahoo.com or call 413-773-0008. For 
more information, check www.bottleofbread.com 

or call 413-773-8577. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K. 
St., Turners,863-4748 
Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.; 
Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m.; 
Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday­
Fridayat 5:30 p.m. 
(Confession one half hour prior to 
mass) 

St. Anne's, J St., Turners, 863-
4678 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and daily at 7 
a.m. through February 
St. John's, 5 Church St., Millers 
Falls, 659-3435 
Saturday at 4: 15 p.m. and Sunday 
at8:30a.m. 

St. Mary's of the Assumption, 80 
Seventh St., Turners, 863-2585 
Saturday at 4 p.m. and weekdays 
at 7 a.m. through October 

Salvatlon Artny 
72 Chapman St., Greenfield, 
773-3154 Sundayatlla.m. 

Unitarian UnhrersaHst 
All Souls, 399 Main St., 
Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at 
10:30a.m. 

First Parish Unitarian, Main St., 
Northfield, 498-5566 
Sundayat 10:30a.m. 

United Church of Christ 
Evangelical Congregational 
Church (UCC), 11 Church St., 
Erving (978) 544-8658 

First Congregational Church 
(UCC),4NorthSt.,MontagueCtr., 
367-9467 Sunday at 1 0a.m. 

First Congregational Church of 
Turners Falls (UCC), 148 L St., 
Turners, 863-9844, Sunday at 
9:30a.m. 

Contadthe Reporter to add 
your service. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

(up a· Jo£ Ne~~~~~ 
~ Internet 

Espresso• Cappuccino• lattes j1J{ ]) 
• Great Casua{ Atmo~nere ~ 

• Crcat c~ff_cc, yastt·ics, Mon. Fri 
anJ breaifast serveJ 11(( ifay. 6 to 2 

• Dcfi sandwiches and wr~ps are Sat & Sun 
11vai(abfrfm· (uncfi. a to 2 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA01376 / (413)863-2800 / Zach Fellows-Owner 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners falls, MA 

Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

Jujt ~fnp 
We Buy Anything From a Pin 

To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360 
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 

39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

ca111entrv 
No job too small - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

computers 
Tracknology - Custom software, 
data base development and web 
design. Call (413) 367-0149. 

Real Estate 

Reynolds Properties - A friend for 
the buyer; someone to represent 
your Consulting, buyer representa­
tion, 20+ years exp. Call Lynn 
Reynolds, ABR, CRS, GRI. Call 367-
2425, (413) 256-8553. 

Services 

End Chaos - Are you living in a 
mess? Can't seem to tackle it alone? 
Get rid of that nagging feeling. I can 
help clean and organize rooms, 
garages and basements. We'll either 

find a place for it or gain the courage 
to throw it away. Create more open 
space. Find the stuff you actually 
need. Call Super Girl at 863-9104. 

CAN YOU SELL? - The Montague 
Reporter is looking for an 
Advertising Director. Display, 
Business Cards, and Classified Ads, 
Work by commission. Submit 
resume and work history 
reporterAds@ Montague-MA.net or 
(413) 863-8666. 

PLOW FRAU & Bow Wow: Sita 
Lang, (413) 834-7569. Hauling your 
used goods to people and places in 
need, and not necessarily to the 
landfill. Free Estimates. 

Forsa1e 

Boxer puppies - Flashy fawn, 
unique pure white. Awesome per­
sonalities. Loyal, protective compan­
ions. Vet checked. B.R.O. (603) 355-
0117. Loving parents on premises. 

CLASSIFIEDS: $5 FOR 20 WORDS 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.10 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for for weeks. -- --
Name Phone -------

TIRED OF LATE FEES? 
Ask us about our Movie Lover's Membership 

No Due Dates• No Late Fees 

The Valley's Best Selection of Classic, Foreign, 
Independent & Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles 
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE 

50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The launch of The Zen Peacmakers' 
New Educational Center 

Oscar Award Winning 
Actress and long-time supporter 
of the Zen Peacemakers, Ellen 
Burstyn, will open the doors of 

the new Maezumi Institute on 
Satw-day, February 4th in the 
nation's Mecca of academic 
studies, The Pioneer Valley. 
From 3-5 p.m. community lead­
ers, media representatives and 
professors from the 5-colleges 
will congregate to leam about 
the Maezumi Institute's five 
study/practice tracks: Zen, 
Social Enterprise, Peacemaking 
and Social Action, Multi-faith, 
and Sacred Arts: Contemplative 
and Socially Engaged Arts. This 
is an excellent opportunity to 
explore the rich heritage of Zen 
and its most contemporary appli­
cation to 21st century social 
issues. 

Roshi Bernie Glassman, 
founder of the Zen Peacemakers, 
Dr. Peter Grego1y, Provost of the 
Maezumi Institute and other spe­
cial guests will offer short pre­
sentations and be available for 

questions. Enjoy campus tours, 
light fare, refreshments and 
entertainment. Fre-e and open to 
the public. Zen Peacemakres is a 
501 c(3) organization founded by 
Roshi Bemie Glassman as a 
global network that integrates 
spiritual practice, peacemaking, 
social enterprise, interfaith 
work, sacred arts and social 
action. 

The Maezumi Institute is the 
major study/practice center of 
the Zen Peacemakers m 
Montague, MA, offering train­
ing paths, study programs, and 
hands-on intemships to Zen and 
multi-faith practitioners, peace­
makers, social entrepreneurs, 
sacred artists, and social 
activists. 
- WHERE: The Maezumi 
Institute, 177 Ripley Road, 
Montague, MA 01341 
- WHEN: Saturday, February 
4th, 3-5 p.m. 
- RSVP: (413) 367-2080 ext. 2# 
or ian@zenpeacemakers.org. 

~t clear Cho1. 
4.,O It);' ("$ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 
SUNRISE 

(413)498-4318 
Fully Insured 

free E-stimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. <:on.tractor Reg.If J 0714 .1 
Mass. License #0~9!565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

January 12, 2006 

CARRIER WANTED 

On the Hill, between High, 
Crocker and Roosevelt 

After School Hours! 
1 hour a week: For details: 
Montqae Reporttti NI-NM 

\~ e ~ 
',"-o< • 

~~I~""""~~ 

Vitamins 
Natural Supplements 

& Body Care 
Organic & Locally Grown 

Produce 

Full Line of Natural Groceries 
Regional Specialties 

Full Deli: 
Entrees, Sandwiches, Soups, 

Salad Bar 
European Bakery: 

Artisan Breads, Pastries, 
Desserts, Wedding 
& Occasion Cakes 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

144 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

JAKE~S TAVERN HOT SPOT TIii [11111 
FRIDAY NIGHT 

STEAMERS 

~ 
~ 
ARE BACK! 

66 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

• MONDAYS - Math Tutoring, 3 - 5; Computer Center Drop-in, 3-5, (Closed Mon., 

Jan. 16th t>r Martin Luther King Day)· TUES & WEDS - Ongoing Music Project, 3 -

5 • THURS & FRIS-computer center drop-in, 3 - 5 • THURS - Movie Night, 6 

-8 • FRI, JAN. 13th - Open Mic at bellybowl, 6- 8:30 • THUR, JAN. 19th 
- Advisory Committee, 6 - 7 • FRI, JAN. 27th - Open Mic, 6 - 9. 

These programs are free (except some trips) and open to local teens. 
Some require permission slips. For more info: Jared at 863-9559. 

Hot Spot Teen Center is inTbe Bric/e HoN.re 
Community Resource Center,24 Third Street, Turners Fall.r. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~LONDIKE 
.-.SOUND~. 
CONCERT SOUND SERVICES 
PRO AUDIO SALES, RENTALS 

37 SILVIO CONTE DRIVE, 1-91 INDUSTRIAL PARK 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

VOX 413-772-2900 • FAX: 413-772-2199 
WWIV.klondikesound.com 

65 CHW. 5TREEr • TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 
.. 

Can~itS:rfi: Stud~os 
..a.. ) ~-. ·' . 

Clay/Stone Smlpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawings @nd Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 BY CHANCE OR 

FAX 413.863. 9099 APPOINTMENT. 

EMAIL: JACK@CANALSTAR.BIZ 

~ 
PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

CY 114/m.a,ice 

J? -
25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Tel (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 

www.pzmc.com 

\Y~ntOFJ;if-Z· 
,.--,\)- Su,ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS . INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES . CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

(3dJte•e-, ~ 9s- Ai,,,""""""" 

I.APINE MULTIMEDIA 

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

ONVERTED TO DVD, VHS 
& OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-77 4 7 

unday: "Open Mic" • V 
Karaoke • Friday & Sa 
ights • R&R atmosphere 
Table and just meet wi 
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E N T frontation with his church and his 
society in one of the most reli­
giously turbulent times in 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
JANUARY 20TH & 21ST 
Media. Alts Ca.fe's new monthly 
film series presents 1 show ea.ch 
evening at 7:30 pm. Amelie -
Rated R, in French with English 
Subtitles. 5 Academy Awa.rd 
Nominations. The film's stoiy is 
of a shy young woman who has a 
love of life's small pleasures. 
This faiiy tale style film follows 
the heroine until she finds love 
and her place in life even though 
eveiyone around her has always 
underestimated her. $8 - General 
Admission /$6.50 Seniors, 
Students. Call (413) 498-2100 for 
reservations. The Cafe is located 
in the Green Trees Ga.lleiy, 105 
Main St., Northfield. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH 
Wendell Full Moon Coffee 
House presents the family friend­
ly comedy improv group the Villa 
Jidiots with partial proceeds to 
benefit Social Workers for Peace 
and Justice. 7:30 pm. On the 
Common in the historic Wendell 
Town Hall. For more info visit 
ww,¥.wendellfullmoon.org and 
www.villa.jidiots.com. 

Baroque wannth for a. winter's 
evening - Music In Deerfield and 
the Smith College Music 
Department a.re pleased to 
announce that Trio Settecento, 
featuring violinist Rachel Baiton 
Pine, will perfoim a. program of 
Baroque violin masteiworks at 
Sweeney Conceit Hall, Smith 
College, at 8:00 pm. Trio 
Settecento will perform music of 
such legendaiy masters of the 
Baroque violin as Antonio 
Vivaldi, Arca.ngelo Corelli, 
Francesco Maria Veracini and 
Jean-Marie Leclair. Selections by 
J. S. Ba.ch and Franc;ois Couperin 
and a. set of Scottish Airs will 
round out a program sure to 
delight fans of historically 
authentic Baroque music at its 
virtuosic best. "Concert 
Conversations," with the Trio 
will precede the perfoimance, at 
7:00 p.m. in Eade Recital Hall. 
Tickets purchased in advance 
range from $23 to $28 for 
reserved audiences, $5 for chil­
dren/undergrad students. At the 
door, tickets are $30 and $9 for 
children/undergrad students. A 
four conceit subscription for the 
series is $100. Venues are handi­
capped accessible. Tickets and 
subscriptions may be ordered at 
(413) 774-4200, on the web at 
www.musicindeerfield.org, or by 
mail, at PO Box 736, Greenfield, 
MA01302. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16TH 
M. L. KING JR. DAY 
Is There Space For Spirit Here? 

Rev. King's Vision and the Role of 
Community, Faith and Action 
will feature Julius Ford, Evelyn 
Han-is, George Moonlight, the 
famed Bamidele Dmmmers, The 
Rev. Dr. Emilie Townes, 
Professor of African American 
Studies in Religion and Theology 
at Yale Divinity School, and oth­
ers. This year's program will be 
held at First Churches 
Noiiha.mpton, 129 Ma.in Street. It 
is free, accessible and open to all. 
Doors open at 12:30 p.m. 
Program begins at 1 :00 p.m. 
Community Program open to all 
members of our community. For 
more information: (413) 584-
8975. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20TH 
Hampshire Shakespeare 
Company presents a. free public 
reading of Burning Words, a new 
play written by New York play­
wright Peter Woitsman at 7 p.m. 
in the Glass Room of the Bangs 
Community Center, Amherst. 
Parking is available in the adja­
cent lot and parking garage. For 
more information, call (413) 548-
8118 or visit the Company's web 
site (www hampshireshake­
speare.org). Prut of Hampshire 
Shakesperu·e Company's mission 
is to encourage new drama.tic 
works. The playwright will be 
available to discuss the play fol­
lowing the reading. In the early 
1500s, an era. mru·ked by the lin­
gering excesses of the Inquisition 
and the initial mmblings of 
protest by Martin Luther, 
Emperor Maximillian I was per­
suaded to order the confiscation 
and destmction of holy Hebrew 
texts by rabidly antisemitic 
forces. One Gennan Christian 
scholar, Johannes Reuchlin, 
argued forcefully for their preser­
vation as the foundations of the 
Christian faith, adding the "the 
Jew is as woiihy in the eyes of 
our Lord God as I am." The play 
tells the story of Reuchlin's con-

ANSWERS TO LAST ISSUE'S CROSSWORD PUZZI.E 

COMMON RESOLVE 
Across 
2. OLD 
3. RENOVATE 
5. TEMPERANCE 
7. FORGIVE 
10. ATTITUDE 
12. CALENDAR 
15. NEW 
16. SYNE 
18. READ 
19. PUNCTUAL 

22. ABSTINANCE 
25. RULES 
27. TRAVEL 
28. VOLUNTEER 
29. CHARITY 

Down 
1. WRITE 
2. ORGANIZE 
4.PROJECT 
6. EDUCATION 

8. MARRIAGE 
9. CAREER 
11. BLESSINGS 
13. DIET 
14. EXERCISE 
17. HANGOVER 
20. PATIENCE 
21. PHOTOS 
23. THRIFT 
24. FAMILY 
26. STOCK 

European histoiy. Peter 
Woitsman is a. playv.•right and 
author who translated Reuchlin's 
historic defense of the Talmud 
and other holy books, 
Recommendation Whether to 
Confiscate, Destroy and Bum All 
Jewish Books for the first time 
into English. This book, on which 
the play is based, was the subject 
of a day-long symposium at New 
York University in 2001 attended 
by a. wide variety of scholars, 
clergy, diplomates and publish-
ers. 

Hilltown Folk presents HUUN­
HUUR-TU Tuvan Throat Singers 
at 7:30 pm. at Memorial Hall in 
Shelbume Falls. From the tiny 
republic of Tuva. comes a. qurutet 
of the world's most unusual musi­
cal traditions from their small 
patch of land nestled betv.•een 
Siberia. and Mongolia.. It is other­
worldly, deeply spiritual music 
that is rooted in the sounds of 
nature; wind and mshing water, 
singing birds, galloping horses. 
Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 
at the door, and under 18 are half 
price. You can buy tickets at The 
Hempest, Boswell's Books, 
World Eye Bookshop, and on­
line at ww,¥.hilltownfolk. For 
more information, call (413) 625-
6878. A week before the show, 
Jan. 13-14, Pothole Pictures pres­
ents Ghengis Blues, the fascinat­
ing and not-to-miss documentaiy 
about blind bluesman Paul Pena's 
incredible voyage to compete in 
the intemationa.l throat-singing 
contest held in Tuva. 7:30 pm. 
Movie tickets are $6 at door. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27TH 
The Peoples Music Netv.rork 
presents six super acts of the 
"New Folk" Movement at 7 pm., 
at Johnson Hall, Amherst 
College. Guaranteed to get any­
one out of the winter doldrums, 
recharged, and ready to change 
the world. Show features 
Emma's Revolution, Kim & 
Reggie Han-is, Roy Brown, Tom 
Neilson, Jay Mankita and Ethan 
Miller & Kate Boverman. For 
more infonna.tion: call 413-584-
9394, e-mail dia.crowe@-
yahoo.com or visit 
http://www.peoplesmusic.org. 
Advance tickets $15; $20 at the 
door. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28TH 
Peoples Music Network presents 
a FREE Children's Show with 
four Super Acts, 1 :30 pm. at 
Johnson Hall, Alnherst College 
for ages 3-12. It is a zany, yet 
thoughtful crew of musicians; 
playful and sincere. Be ready to 

Mabel Zobel 
By 

Sandra Facto 

Frogs hav~ it easy; th~y can eat what bugs themll! 
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sing, shout, howl, have fun, be 
animals, be silly, be together. 
Show features Sarah Pirtle, Two 
of a Kind, Tom Neilson and 
Jackson Gillman. 

NOW THROUGH JAN. 20TH 
Member's Art Exhibit featuring 
B& W and Color Photographs at 
Shelbume Alts Co-op, 26 Bridge 
St., Shelbume Falls 

NOW THROUGH JAN. 29TH 
Season of Light, Member's 
Winter Exhibition and Holiday 
Sale. Seventeen artists will be 
displaying their work in all three 
showrooms at Green Trees 
Galleiy, at 105 Main Street in 
Northfield. (413) 498-0283. 
Open Thu - Sun, 11 a..m. to 5 p.m. 

!vfemonal Hall n,eater 

ffilH□lE PICllJRES 
January 13th & 14th .... ,,,,_ 

At 7:30 p.m. Bluesman Paul Pena makes a 
musical pilgrimage to the throat singing 
monks of the land of Tuva. This is humanity 
at its best: a seemingly random attraction to 
another culture, the amazing wannth of a 
small, proud country, and the lives touched 
along the way. Richard Feynman, B.B. King, 
Kongar-0I Ondar, Paul Pena. Directed by 
Roko Belie. 1999, Co-sponsored by Hilltown 
Folk. Music al 7-Toast & Jamw/Suzanne Barkan. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 
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THE DEAD ~~~ ~ 
OF WINTER ~HIA 

Free films for the frozen 
Sunday, January 15th 

Double Feature: Jazz Documentaries 

l..!Lln. - A Great Day in Harlem, 
1994. Recounts a single morning in 
1958 when 57 legendary musicians 
gathered for a photo. Includes 
Blakey, Dizzy, Monk, Miles, et. al. 
815 p.m. - Straight No Chaser, 
1988. Thelonius. 

www.ioontaguellookmill.com, (413) 367-9206 

GREENFIELD 
47Al21)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-TT4-4881 
www.gardencinemas net 

Showtimes for Fri, Jan. 13th - Thurs, Jan➔ 19th 

l.KINGKONG 
DAILY 7:30 

MAT SAT, SUN, MON, WED 12:00 3:45 

PG13 

2. HOSTEL RinDTSsound 
DAILY 7:00 9:00 

MAT SAT, SUN, MON, \VED 12:00 3:00 

3. THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG 

MATSAT,SUN,MON,\VED 12:30 3:30 
4.SYRIANA R 

DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MAT SAT, SUN, MON, \VED 12:15 3:15 

5. FUN WITH DICK Al~ JANE 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 PG13 

MAT SAT, SUN, MON, \VED 12:15 3:15 

6. GLORY ROAD PGinDTSsouod 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 

MATSAT,SUN,MON,\VED 12:30 3:30 

7. THE LAST HOLIDAY 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 PG 13 in DTS sound 

MATSAT,SUN,MON,\VED 12:30 3:30 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

The strength of a NATIONWIDE Lender, 
The convenience of a LOCAL Professional 

NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE 
100% Financing, No Money Down, VA & non-VA, 

and Construction Loans a Specialty. 

Tim Prevost, Loan Officer 
Call 413-773-8984, now. 

Celebrating 15 years of lending 
in the Pioneer Valley. 

EQUAL@ 
HOUSING = 

LENDER 

Windy Hollow 
• .. Veterinary Clinic 
• Amy Plavin, O.V.M. 

Route 47 
Montague Center, MA 

413-367-0062 
Small Animal Medicine ♦ Surgery ♦ Dentistry 

Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture 
Providing a holistic approach to veterinary care for your pet in a 

client friendly atmosphere. 

Mary Lou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CSR 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street , P.O. Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 
HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com 
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PLAYIN' AT THE TALENT SHOW 

Turners Falls High December 22nd 
PHOTOS & TEXT BY ALI URBAN 

Freshman Nick 
Imbimbo, sings at the 
third annual talent 
show. Guests per­
formed a number of 
musical selections 
and dance numbers. 

Turners Falls High 
School Dean Earl 
McGraw raps with stu­
dents performing in 
the Drama Club talent 
show 

Junior Lauren Tela performs an original song. 

Sophomore Aaron Cappucci perfoms a medley 
by Jamie Cullum. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

BYBARBARASTEWART­
LEVERETT - It was a bitterly 
cold day in December when I 
made my way to Edgehouse in 
Leverett to interview Lian 
Starkweather. Several months 
earlier, I had received an unex­
pected gift in the mail - a very 
colorful booklet with the intrigu­
ing title "Before 1867 and the 
Railroad Which Changed 
Leverett Forever: Archaeology 
and Anthropology of the Long 
Plain Brook, Mt. Toby, and 
including Lake Pleasant after the 
Railroad." It's a small book, self­
published, and an interesting 
read. I soon found out why I had 
been sent a free copy of this 
book. Starkweather had discov­
ered the webpage Michael 
Muller and I created several 
years ago - the Franklin County 
Publication Archive Index 
(http:/ /www. publicationar­
chive.com/archive.cfm) and was 
absolutely thrilled to discover 
what he termed "a colossal pro­
ject of entering Franklin County 
publications from the 1800s into 
a searchable index." Entering the 
search tenn 'Leverett' he was 
rewarded with many articles 
about his neighborhood, his 
property, and local history. 
Starkweather also has a soft spot 
for Lake Pleasant, and was 
happy to find articles from the 
very earliest days of Lake 
Pleasant as a picnic spot and 
Spiritualist resort. He incorpo­
rated many of the articles into 
the book, along with many black 
and white photos taken in 
Leverett and Lake Pleasant. 

In the 1970s Starkweather 
discovered a "ten foot wide base 
ribbon of large tumbled stones 
over 500 feet long, which 
stretched across one of the 
islands located in the long pond 
midst the drainage course at the 
northern edge of the Long Plain 
glacial outflow delta. This walk­
way resembles a rocky road bed 
three feet off the ground and six 
feet wide on top, with the height 
reduced and tapered down into 
the water." In his book, 
Starkweather hypothesizes this 
pathway was created by ancient 
peoples, long before the railroad 
made its way through Leverett 
and Lake Pleasant. The articles I 
gathered reinforced some of his 
ideas about the lay of the land, 
and the 19th century inhabitants 
of the area. 

I put aside the book, but after 
engaging in the increasingly 
popular pastime called 
"Googling", I became convinced 
it would be a treat to meet 
Starkweather and talk to him 
about his concept. I had no idea 
just what a fascinating individ-

Uanscape 
ual I was to meet. Starkweather 
is many things. First, he is a self­
taught architect, who, besides 
the beautiful Edgehouse ( con­
stmcted in 1966), has designed 
houses all over the world 
(including his dacha in St. John, 
Virgin Islands). He was respon­
sible for designing and helping 
to build the Leverett Peace 
Pagoda and the first Buddhist 

Lian Starkweather 
Photo courtesy of the website listed 

below. 

temple alongside it (which was 
tragically bumt down soon after 
its completion and dedication). 

He was bom in Newton, MA 
two weeks after the stock market 
crash in 1929, and carried the 
ve1y traditional name of William 
Chandler. He got a Master's 
degree in Geiman. He served in 
the Anny for three years. He 
married and had three children. 
He divorced his first wife and 
married for a second time. This 
wife had four children of her 
own, and so the nine of them 
lived a very colorful hippie 
lifestyle in Leverett during the 
1970s. He doubled in the tradi­
tional role for many years as the 
registrar at UMass Amherst. 
Somewhere along the way he 
decided he could be named any­
thing he wanted to be, so he 
chose the name Lian 
Starkweather. 

As time went on, 
Starkweather followed his heart 
and wandered farther from the 
straight and narrow. In his first 
book, entitled "Edgehouse: 
Embracing the Energies of 
Change: Also Twenty-five Year 
Reminiscences of Living 
Seriously and Serially with 70 
Adult Children of Heterosexuals 
in Transition", Starkweather 
reminisces about his past life, his 
house partners, his marriages 
and children, his coming out as a 
gay man in 1977, and his 25-
year men's group, "only 2½ of 
whom are gay." This is a person 
who believes in change, in tran­
scending gender, in fact a person 
who defies labeling in all its 
fo1ms. During our hour long 
visit, as we drank some fabulous 
home-made wine, we discussed, 

January 12, 2006 

among other things, channeling, 
lucid dreaming, psychedelia of 
the 60s and 70s, gender issues, 
how he cured his eyesight by let­
ting full-spectmm wavelengths 
of light bathe his eyes, the 
Harmonic Convergence, and 
body energy, auras, and healing. 
We never got back to his theory 
of the ancient road, but by then it 
hardly mattered. 

He gave me copies of several 
of his books. One is entitled 
"Geomagnetic Energy and the 
Tetrahedron Project: Basking 
Under the High-Voltage Power 
Lines on Top of Long Hill in 
Leverett," which he distributed 
to his neighbors who, he said, 
were suffering health problems 
from their proximity to such 
lines. A tour of the house 
revealed a beautiful assortment 
of rooms, plants, statues, c1ys­
tals, staitways, and platfo1ms. 
We ended up talking about Lake 
Pleasant, and made tentative 
plans to do a little recreational 
digging next summer in some of 
our favorite spots. 

Finally, ifl may be so bold, I 
will include here my first written 
thoughts about the subject of my 
interview: "Lian Starkweather is 
many things - a prism, a thought, 
a pa1t of you, a part of the uni­
verse, one with the spirit. He is 
energy, boldness, softness, and 
light." Here's to you, Lian - a 
person of great magnetism and 
character - may you live forever, 
and may your ideas take root and 
flourish in the hea1ts of all the 
people you have touched. 

Lian's books can be ordered 
by phone - 413-548-9434, by 
mail: 253 Long Plain Road, 
Leverett, MA 01054, or on the 
web at http://dachastjohn.com/­
catalog/catalog.htm. I highly 
recommend them. Enjoy! 

Stillpoint Massage 
Therapy Program 

Information Session 

Wednesday, January 18 

6p.m. 

Downtown Center 

270 Main Street 

Interested? 

Call Patricia 775-1634 

or Jan 775-1635 

-liiillilliiill-

Greenfield 
Community 
College 
www.gcc.mass.edu 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

525 Bernardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 773-1221 
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com 

Bernie Monkiewicz 
Realto1· 

SINCE 190 

HEATING·COOLING·PLUMBING 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 
www.countryoil.com 

1-800-327-9992 
413-648-9912 

% Annual 
'~ Het11111 

System 
C1ean11u 

~ PlumblllU 
'&'S Repairs 

~ UCENSm 
,i~ nct1-

NIc1us 

#M10588 (MA) 




