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NEW DIRECTORS TAKE THE 
BBNS IN TUIINERS FAUS 

- at the Shea Theater 
BY DAVID DEIMOLD
He's done a little bit of 
everything in show busi
ness, including shep
herding a group of 35 
Amherst sh1dents and 
community members to 
Japan, where they put on 
a performance of Anne 
of Green Gables - in 
which he appeared as a 
singing fa1mer - to book
ing Natalie Cole for $50 
to sing at the lounge of 
Webster House at UMass 
Amherst, when he was 
head of residence there in 
the 70s. Now, Steve 
Stoia, of No1thfield, who 

Steve Stoia 

served Amherst for 13 
years as education direc
tor of the town's leisure 
services program, is 
assuming his new duties 

see SHEA pg 10 

- at the Montague 
Catholic Social Ministries 

BY ANNE HARDING 
Wrapping up her second 
month as the new execu
tive director of the 
Montague Catholic 
Social Ministries in 

Turners Falls, Shairnn 
Denman snatched a few 
moments to talk about 
her new position. 
Denman finds it quite 
remarkable that a 12-
year-old organization 
has ah·eady established 
such an extensive aITay 
of programs and offer
ings, and feels she is 

just beginning to know 
the breadth of their work. 
The tapestiy of se1vices 
MCSM offers includes a 
women's resource center 

see MCSM pg 12 

- at the Brick House 
BYKAJHYUIOIFIEID 
Enhancing community 
partnerships, sti·ength
ening the local economy 
and creating diverse 
opporh1nities for 
Montague's youth and 
children ai·e among the 
new year's goals of 
Prakash Laufer, new 
executive director of the 
Brick House Commtm
ity Resource Center. 

Laufer, of No1thamp
ton, has lived in Western 
Massachusetts since 1986 
and with his wife, Jody 
Wright, raised five 

Prakash Lauftr 

daughters in the Valley. 
He brings a colorful 
background combining 
decades of successful 
entrepreneurship with 

see BRICK pg 12 
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ANCTIL SIG •. S PURCHASE 
e~I~E~~LE o; ;\STE. ANNE'S 
TURNERS FALLS - John Anctil of ., 1,1 A heAVen(y concert 
Burlington, MA, one of the p~ci- ~ \\ hc~l( m~y be in the 
pals of the Swift River Group, a film ~~;;'~ , 
and television production company offing for the o(~ 
that has continued to express interest '1:' h C __ \. ' 
in buying the Sti·at.hmore Mill for a r renc ~n'-'OI ~n 
fuhrre site for a film and television Chu.re h. 
school, said on Wednesday that he -\. 
has signed a purchase and sale agree- ~:,,t!~ 
ment with the Roman Catholic ~~: • 
Diocese of Springfield to buy Ste. \-'< 

~ '": . 
Anne's Church. Anctil said he hoped ;:~".t°~~ 
to complete a1rnngements to buy the -~ ... ¼;p_ 
church - which has been listed for if f ,,_,<?-~ 'J~ 
sale through Colebrook Realty -y'. 
Services of Springfield since _ f?:_<-;, . 
September of 2006 - by the end of 
the January. The church closed per
manently after a fai·ewell mass on 
January 8th, 2006, when the fo1mer 
parish merged with St. Ma1y's to 
fo1m Our Lady of Peace. 

Anctil said he planned to establish 
a concert venue, "mostly catering to 
folk music, blues and jazz," at the 
fo1mer church. "Nothing that would 
send a lot of beer drinkers out into , 
the street afte1ward," he added. 

see CHURCH pg 9 

Wendell Faces School Regionalization 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN 
In an hour-long sitting, 
Wendell voters approved 
the entire warrant of 
December 19th's special 
town meeting with only 
one dissenting vote. That 
vote came on the final 
article, which authorized 
the Mahar school commit
tee to sh1dy a range of K 
through 12 regionaliza
tion alternatives, includ
ing a four-town K ilirough 
12 district with New 
Salem, Petersham, and 
Orange. 

Attendance at the 
beginning bai·ely reached 
the quomm of ten, not 
cotmting town officials, 
but grew to over 20 by 
meeting's end. Except for 
the school vote, discus
sion was limited. 

But discussion became 
lively for Alticle 8, to 
allow the Mahar school 
committee to include the 
possibility of fo1ming a 
four-town K through 12 

Wendell and New Salem send their elementary students to the 
Swift River Schoo4 and thry are happy with that arrangement 
But enrolment has declined, and a K-12 regionaliZfltion plan 

1vith Mahar i.r now on the table. 
district in their regional- tatives to include that 
ization discussions. Jim option in their discussions 
Slavas, who se1ves on with the rest of the Mahar 
both the finance commit- regionalization subcom
tee and the school com- mittee. The decision 
mittee, emphasized the would require approval at 
a1ticle did not necessarily town meetings by the four 
show approval of that towns involved. 
possible arrangement, Early in the regional
which both Wendell and ization discussions, a 
New Salem have hybrid region was pro
opposed, but would only posed, with Swift River 
allow the town's represen- School staying in Union 

28 with Shutesbmy, 
Leverett and Eiving. But 
in an October letter, the 
state Department of 
Education indicated they 
would oppose that hybrid 
option, and instead, along 
with the Pati·ick adminis
ti·ation, would push for a 
four-town region, K 
through 12, for Wendell, 
New Salem, Petersham 
and Orange. The resulting 
regional school commit
tee would be dominated 
by representatives from 
Orange. 

Wendell's representa
tives in the regionaliza
tion discussions feel it is 
still possible to create a 
hybrid disti·ict, but it will 
be harder to achieve now 
because of the DOE's 
opposition. Creating a 
hybrid district would 
require an act of the legis
lahlre; a similar act was 
necessa1y to create the 
Wendell - New Salem 
see WENDELL pg 3 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
New Year Hound 

Hunter 
My name is Hunter, and I'm 

an 11-month-old neutered 
male boxer mix.You can see 
from the smile on my face that 
I am just the happiest guy on 
earth. I may be a little big to 
be a lap dog, but every now 
and then even a big dog needs 
a cuddle, don't you think? I've 
got a great attitude, and it 
makes life grand! I've been on 
a big adventure for the past 
few months--I'm up from 
Alabama for my first winter, 
and oh boy, this snow is so 
exciting! Oh well, we are hav
ing loads of fun! Kids: 12+, 
Cats: No, Dogs: Rough & 
Tumble Dogs Only! For more 
information on adopting me 
please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
email at leverett@dpvhs.org. 

You Need a Hair Cuti 
Ed's 

Barber 
Shop 

look better, 
feel better! 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Kari.Ann 

"54 Years on the Ave" 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

aftdr;_ 
8uyjog Md selnng u.rtd books 

32 BRll;)G£ SiREET, 2ND FLDCR 
!5HCL9URN£ F°ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

m:oe ;fflontague 
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Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tllis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
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reserve the 1ight to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARIES NEWS 
Mother Goose on the Loose 
MONTAGUE - Mother Goose 
on the Loose will be held 
Saturday moming, January 5th, 
at the Camegie Library, at 10:30 
am. The program is an interac
tive mix of guitar and banjo 
music, rhymes, stories, puppets, 
and other visuals. The free ses
sions are designed for babies 
through preschoolers, and are 
perfo1med by children's librari
an Linda Hickman and musician 
Michael Nix. The monthly 

Saturday programs will be held 
on the first Saturday of each 
month through spring. Hickman 
also performs the programs solo 
on Tuesday momings at 10 a.m. 
weekly at the Camegie Library. 
The programs are suppo1ted by 
a grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Libra1y Services, 
administered by the 
Massachusetts Board of Libraiy 
Commissioners. 

MONTAGUE - Laurie Davidson and Tom Carroll of Montague 
have been performing Music and Movement at the Montague Center 

Library to a very fall house week(y since September: They 1vill be per
forming at the Carnegi,e Library on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. 

during January - February. The program is designed far infants -
preschoolers and is sponsored l!J Fami!J Network. 

Great Falls Middle School Students Of the week 

Grade 6 
Rayanne Mercure 

Grade 7 
Katelyn Dodge 

Grade 8 
Todd Richardson 
Corban Mailloux 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES 
Januarv 7th-11th 

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, 
Turners Falls, is open Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 
a.m .. to 2:00 p.m. for activi
ties and congregate meals. 
Council-on-Aging Director is 
Bunny Caldwell. For informa
tion or to make reservations, 
call 863-9357. Meal reserva
tions need to be made a day in 
advance by 11 a m. Messages 
can be left on our machine 
when the center is not open. 
Mealsite Manager is Chris 
Richer. The Center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. A reservation is neces
sary and transportation can be 
provided. 

Monday, 7th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, 8th 
9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 9th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 10th 
9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Friday, 11th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 

Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. For information 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11: 30 a.m. with reservations 
a day in advance by 11 :00 a.m. 
Transportation can be provid
ed for meals, Thursday shop
ping, or medical necessity by 
calling Dana Moore at 978 
544-3898. 

Monday, 7th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libra1y 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 8th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 9th 
9:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 10th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Pool 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

January 3, 2008 

FACES & PlACES 

Ringing in the New Year: 
At the till of the Rendezvous -

Emily Bre,vster, with a packed house 
on her hands -- in the midnite hour. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
New DVDs for 2008 

BY LINDA HICKMAN - The Shattered, Underdog, and 
Montague Public Libraries Nanny Diaries. Television 
have recently acquired a wide series include Band of 
variety of new DVDs for the Brothers, Happy Days Season 
New Year. Titles include Sicko, One, and Meerkat Manor 
Amazing Grace, Bourne Season One. Other titles 
Ultimatum, Harry Potter and include Steve Alves' series 
the Order of the Phoenix, Where We Live and the 
Waitress, Arctic Tale, Pirates of Crossroads Guitar Festival 
the Caribbean: At World's End, 2007 featuring Eric Clapton. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

jep'sPlace 
••. laidi..md 
Oiht, O..wecr, 

Jep's 
Place 
Great Gtit for 
Groundhog's 

Day 

Available at Ed's Barbershop 
in Turners, Baker's Office 

Supply and World Eye Books 
in Greenfield 

THE 

SHADY 
~-~N 

~~ 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey 
Tues. Chicken Fricassie 

Wed: Chicken Souvlaki, rice 
Thurs: Corn Beef & Cabbage 

Fri: Fried Scallops 
Sat: Yankee Pot Roast 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 

Saturday, Jan. 5th 
9:30 p.m. YARN 
DON'T MISS THIS BAND! 

Yarn's song "No Future 
Together" voted best alt 
country song of 2007 by 
the Music Resource Group. 

Jan. 19th - 9:00 pm -- Outerspace Band 
Jan. 25th --James Montgomery 

Ottomatic Slim opens 8:00 pm 

OUR KITCHEN -- GOOD FOOD -- IS OPEN 

ALL NIGHT LONG 

Route 63 Roadhouse • Millers Falls 
413-659-3384 • www.rt63roadhouse.com 
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WENDELL 
continued from pg 1 
Swift River School region. The 
financial impact on Wendell of 
creating a four-town K through 
12 region is uncertain, but one 
impact would be to raise teacher 
salaries at Swift River School. 
They are now the lowest in the 
four towns. 

grotmd is moving out from under 
[the town of Wendell]." 

In other business, voters 
allowed the vohmteer Good 
Neighbors food pantiy to use the 
town hall for storage and dist11b
ution of surplus food, and autho
rized the transfer of $3,200 from 
the senior center renovation 
account to the town hall renova
tion account for modifications to 
the town hall kitchen and fo1mer 
conse1vation collllnission office, 
to meet Good Neighbors' needs. 

large, and needs to be framed 
and htmg at an as yet tmdeter
mined location. 

Voters authorized the ti·ansfer 
of $1,800 from the town office 
construction account to the town 
building maintenance accotmt, to 
be used for the construction of a 
tool shed for the new buildings' 
landscaping, and the commtmity 
garden. 

finish with a six-year expected 
life. 

The remaining free cash, 
$263,648, was put into the stabi
lization account, as recommend
ed by the finance collllnittee. 
Selectboard member Dan Keller 

gave thanks to the town's money 
management team for the size of 
this year's free cash account, 
from tax collections of prior 
years, interest, excise taxes and 
money appropriated but ll!!!!.111 
not spent ■!I 

What would happen to the 
other three towns in Union 28 is 
another unanswered question. 
The Union 28 agreement 
requires eve1y town in the dis
trict to vote to approve a school 
leaving the district. 

Kate Nolan asked what could 
be done to protect Rhea 
Ormond's town common paint
ing, that is now leaning against a 
side wall of the town hall stage, 
where it Inight be in jeopardy 
once the kitchen is getting regu
lar use. Selectboard member Dan 
Keller said the board had dis
cussed the painting, which is 

Voters autho112ed taking $600 
from free cash to buy new fold- -. 
ing tables for the town hall, 
transfened $2,500 from free -. 
cash to the rese1ve fund accotmt 

Michael Idoine, of the finance 
collllnittee, said this is a good 
time for people to get involved in 
the process. In the school region
alization discussions, Idoine said 
he has gotten the feeling "the 

.. Alter Innocence" 
on Januarv 4th 

A documenta1y film called 
"After Innocence," about 
wrongfully accused prisoners 
exonerated by DNA evidence, 
will be shown at the Turners 

Gill Cheesemaking 
workshop 

Cheesemaking workshops 
will be offered at Upinngil, 
Janua1y 12th and 19th. The 
January 12th workshop is a 
beginners course. Soft cheeses 
will be featured that can be 
made with Ininimal equipment 
and ordina1y kitchen imple
ments. The Janua1y 19th work-

Band and Chorus 
Booster Raffle 

The Turners Falls High 
School Band and Chorus 
Boosters are holding a raffle, 
starting this week, with the 
drawing to be held on February 
14th. 

First prize is an official 
Major League Baseball photo
graph of Manny Delcarmen, a 
relief pitcher for our beloved 
Red Sox, provided by the Red 
Sox Commtmity Relations 
office. In addition, the photo-

Falls High School auditorium 
on F11day, Janua1y 4th, at 5 p.m. 
The film will be followed by a 
talk by one such 'exoneree', 
Dennis Maher, from Lowell, 
freed from prison after se1ving 
19 years for crimes he did not 
collllnit. No charge for the pro
gram, but donations will be 

shop is on the dipped curd 
cheeses (Italian and Swiss 
cheeses). Both courses will 
cover the specifics and funda
mentals of cheesemaking and 
curing. 

These are hands-on work
shops: the participants will 
make and take home product. 
Space is liinited to ten pa1tici
pants and pre-registration is 
required. As always partici
pants are invited to bring Inilk 

graph and the official letter 
from the Red Sox has been con
se1vation framed and donated 
by Couture Bros. in Tumers 
Falls. 

Second Prize is Official 
Topps 2006 NFL Football 
Cards: a sealed set of 385 NFL 
cards, plus five New England 
Patriots Rookie cards donated 
by Baseball Treasures and 
Baseball Memorabilia in 
Greenfield. Includes players 
Randy Moss, Tom Brady, and 
Tedy Bruschi. 

Tickets on sale at Pipione's, 

for tmexpected expenses, and 
$1,500 from free cash to the 
town hall maintenance accotmt 
to pay for refinishing the town 
hall floor. Selectboard chair Ted 
Lewis said the floor has needed 
refinishing eve1y three years, but 
the town is conside110g a new 

accepted for the Innocence 
Project. 

On Thursday, January 10th, 
Heather Bachelor's government 
class at Turners Falls High 
School will present an exhibit 
about the genocides in Rwanda 
and Sudan, at the TFHS libra1y, 
from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

from their own animals and 
may make a specific cheese of 
their choice if desired. 

These workshops are in 
advance of the NOFA practical 
skills workshops that will be 
offered in March and May of 
2008 at Upinngil. For details 
and registration contact 
Clifford Hatch at 413-863-2297 
or email pickens@crocker.com, 
or visit Upinngil, 411 Main 
Road, Gill. 

101 Avenue A in Tumers Falls, 
Baseball Treasures and 
Baseball Memorabilia, 355 
Main Sti·eet in Greenfield, and 
at Food City in Tumers Falls on 
Januaiy 12th and 26th only. Or 
call Stacey Langknecht at 367-
9418, or Barb Kuklewicz at 
863-2023, or ask any of our tal
ented band or chorus students 
for tickets. 

As always, thank you to our 
wonderful local community for 
their continuing support of our 
students' extraclllTicular activi
ties! 

Timothy Tierney Jr. 
will be flying out of Iraq at the 
end of December and going to 

Fort Carson. He will be coming 
home to Erving on leave, 

Saturday, January 12th, after 
serving in Iraq for a long 15 

months. It would be wonderful if 
his home town could give him a 
big Thank You! We thought it 

.. would be great if Franklin County 
area businesses and residents 

could put out signs all over town to 
welcome Tim home. He will be 
home for about two and a half 

weeks so please leave any signs 
up so he will get to see them 

during those weeks. 

Thank you! 
The Tierney Family 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

lllll•••I\ • The Gas Experts 
1111Qm1J »ACi:M<. 

H.■iag& Coalmg s,-. 413-86 3-2 2 9 5 Ceao,,I Ar -Any,--bcrc 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Thomas G. Simons • Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury --------

77 Fourth Street• Turners Falls, MA 
(413) 863-9506 

Specializing in unique hair de.signs 

~ella 
THE SALON 

312. MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 
Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

Greenfield Center School 
K-8TH GRADES 

SOCL;\LJUSTICE 
CURRICULUM 

Two TEACHERS 
PER CLAssROOl\l 

PROJECT BASED 

RIGOROUS 
ACADEl\fiCS 

Knowing Child1/'en 
I 

Now Accepting Applications 

Greenfield, MA • 413-773-1700 • www.centerschool net 

,. 
8. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-223& 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

SINCE 1888 

MASS INSPEC'flONSTATION: NO. 1~051 

159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 
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VillaUe in a Snow Globe 
BY DAVID BRULE 
ERVINGSIDE - The time 
between Christmas and New 
Year's Day is always the occa
sion for visits, pa1ties, winter 
walks, and especially a chance 
to pause and reflect on the past 
year. For many of us, our lives 
are still regulated by a rural, 
agricultural calendar that desig
nates the 12 days or so between 
Christmas Eve, New Year's Day, 
and Old Christmas on the sixth 
of Janua1y, as different from the 
rest of the year, as time set aside. 

Schools, with their winter 
theme cutouts still decorating 
the windows, await the retuming 
pupils. Most of the seasonal 
fann chores up in Gill or over in 
Montague Center are done, 

although the da.ily chores keep 
fanners busy from dawn to dusk 
and beyond, as always. Teachers 
take a break, the postman gets 
relief in the season between 
Christmas cards and seed cata
logt1es. The garagemen up at 
Benny Rubin's or over at Rau's 
seem more convivial than ever, 
the Shady Glen is warm and 
welcoming, the Rendez-vous is 
packed with regtilars eve1y night 
throughout this season! And the 
world outside is beautiful 
enough that it would even give 

brief pangs of wistful homesick
ness to our smug exiles and ex
patriots in Florida, Texas or 
Califomia, or at least, we hope 
so! 

This December has been one 
of the old-fashioned kind, with 
snow swirling in the air daily 
and nightly, the white blanket 
obliterat.ing the severe bareness 
of November. A drive up Taylor 
Hill Road in Montague is like an 
excursion through the Russian 
cotmtlyside, a trip to see Ron 
Croteau in his new job at the 
Lake Pleasant Post Office like a 
winter scene worthy of No1man 
Rockwell. 

The Connecticut River from 
the dam to the French King was 
earlier covered in a sheet of ice, 

Rooftops in 5 n01v, Turners Falls 

although a break in the weather 
has opened it up from time to 
time. The ice fishe1men have 
been out on Barton Cove since 
early December; the guys up at 
the Schutzen Verein, their sea
son of clambakes over, have 
hunkered down at the 
Clubhouse for the winter to 
cheer on the Pati·iots, curse the 
Colts, and generally, to winter 
over 'til sp1-ing. 

The kids are out sliding at 
Unity Park, and others still try 
the tr·ails on pa1t of the 

~------------------------, Sign Me Upl 
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WUAT? ARE TUEY 
FINALLY VOTING? I WAS JU~T 
GETTING USED TO ALL OF TUE 

ATTENTION. 

Sandbank at the end of Crocker 
Avenue. Hardy souls are skiing 
the new bike path, counters are 
counting birds along the canal 
below the Patch. We have a real 
New England winter on our 

hands. This could get interest
ing! 

By December 27th this year, 
a curious fainiliar change starts 
taking place again. As we all 
recover from the frenzy of wrap
ping paper, those endless carols 
boring into our eardrums, the 
over-indulging in food and 
drink, out of doors the b1ief 
thaw causes the snowfields and 
sidewalks to become icy. The 
wild creatures are a bit more 
desperate in their search for 
food. But luckily, the Solstice 

celebrations, both pagan and 
religious, have once again man
aged to encourage the stm to 
come back, and the darkest 
nights of the year are already 
giving way to more light, one 
minute at a time. 

Some townspeople, like our 
own George Bush, are planning 
their annual inigration to the 
stmny South, leaving the rest of 
us hardy souls to face the fiigid 
temperatures of Janua1y. 

At this year's end, we've had 
a respite for two days. Wanning 
temperatures pennit reviewing 
our early winter situation; thaw
ing has loosened the icy grip on 
driveways and gt1tters; it has 
melted ice dams on the roof, and 
given us a chance to restock the 
woodpile near· the back door. 

Those of us who feed the 
birds are blessed with throngs of 
blue jays, brash, loud and full of 
confidence in the snowscape. 
Their muffled cries reach inside 
the kitchen into the circle of 
moming lamplight on open 
book and coffee cup. Give us 
this day our daily jays and a 
flash of cardinal for spice and 
accent. Up at the Waidlich Farm, 
above the French King Gorge at 
the mouth of the Millers, horses 
gallop, wheel and play in the 
new snow and icy air. 

So this is how we keep the 
days and nights of the winter 
season, with life in the villages 
and sunounding countryside, on 
winter schedule. In the fading 
light, the library reading rooms 
are b1ight, warm, and calm. The 
re-dedicated veterans' monu
ment stands sentinel in the dark 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE WENDELL POUCE LOG 

Hunters Lost? 
12/9 Mailbox on Depot Road No one found after extensive 
vandalize - - Knocked off sear·ch. 
post. 

12/13 Possible htmter lost or 
in trouble on Thompson Road. 

12/26 Possible lost hunter on 
Kentfield Road. Located, and 
all OK. 

January 3, 2008 

0 
0 

0 

z 
0 

~ 
I-

"' :::, 
...J = z 
0 

"' z 
i2 
...J 

~ 
z 
w 
a: 
~ 

at the edge of town, the newly
bumished names of the town's 
sons and daughters who se1ved 
engi·aved for all the ages to 
come. Snow plows on their 
fainiliar· rotmds thtmder down 
roads and str·eets, their flashing 
lights b1iefly brightening up the 
ceilings in the darkening vil
lages. The snow swirls again to 
end the year and welcome in the 
new. 

"Bold Christmas is past, 
Twelfth night is the last, 
Jfe bid you adieu, 
And great joy to the new. " 

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 

fflontague 3a.eporter 
S8 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

POETS WANTED 

TO SUBMIT ORIGINAL 

POEMS TO: REPORTER· 

POEMS@MoNTACUEMA.NET 

FOR PUBLICATION IN OUR 

MONTHLY POETRY PAGE. 

POEMS MAY ALSO BE SENT 

TO: MONTAGUE REPORTER 

58 4TH STREET, TURNERS 

FALLS, MA 01376. No 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY, As A POET. 

KINDLY INCLUDE A 20· 
WORD BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 
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BY F! !!o! T E~!y! !e~ys D a I_ S O !ny tr~ti~w! !pt~ fi! ~ ,!. ! call-

MONTAGUE CENTER - by camel with their gifts of ff ed to the Christmas story, ing birds, three French hens, 
This is the ninth day after 
Christmas and "my true 
love" in Old England remem
bers his chosen lady hand
somely with gifts. The new 
gifts this ninth day are nine 
ladies dancing, along with 
repitition of the gifts from 
days one to eight. (Written 
down, these old traditionals 
vaiy; some ladies received 
nine drummers chumming on 
this day, and had to wait for 
the ladies until the twelfth. 

gold and frankincense and ti~i...., which came to their island two tmtle doves, and a par-
mynh for the child born in ,.~, ...... "!' some centmies later. tridge in a pear tree, join 
the manger, whose star shone ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ The bards copied and Thomas Nast's 1850s jolly 

r-,.JJ..,,.S.d; 

bright in their western sky. 00000 changed and mixed the new old St. Nicholas, Clement 
f1WJ!M•• 

And they would reach a a a 4a 4a a and the old, and with enter-
Bethlehem on the twelfth, .......... tainment the obiect, may 

~~~ J 

now Epiphany, on January - --••m-• have offered the "true love" 
6th. These are the twelve WVIVIJ!;!WWW many other ridiculous gifts 
days, after the memorable ~,..\J,..\.~AJAJ~,..\J,..\J for her apparently large 
birth, that the troubadoms 1' 1' 1' '-'-Z~1' 1' 1' 1' homestead. Twelve drum-
sing of in Old England. ~~~~~~~~~~ 

With the return of ~- ~ ;&, ~ ~~~~ ~ ~. ;&, ~. 
light after the winter • • • • ~-!_IJ • • • • 
solstice in these north- ~ cl ti 4l cl " <i '6 ti ti ti 4 

The 'wise men from the em lands, bonfires and '!f '!f '!f '!f '!f '!f '!f '!f '!f r,, r,, r,, ---

mers drumming, eleven 
pipers piping, ten lords a' 
leaping, nine ladies danc
ing, eight swans a' swim
ming, six geese a' laying, 

Moore's reindeer sleigh on 
the housetops, Johnny 
Mai·k's "Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer" (circa 
1950), and Irving Berlin's 
"White Christmas" as the 
seculai· accompaniment to a 
religious holiday which has 
inspired great music and art, 
celebrated in the deep mid-
winter. 

LETTERS 10'4, THE EDITOR The Kids are Alright 

Plagiarized Poem 
I had a sinking feeling 

reading Tatjana Mileski 's 
"My Poem," published in the 
12/20/07 Reporter. It was 
immediately familiar to me as 
part of a poem by Cuban 
nationalist poet Jose Marti 
(1853-1895), which was used 
as verses in the song 
"Guatanamera." Marti's vers
es can be translated to 
English thus: 

I am a sincere man 
From where the palm tree 

grows 
And before dying I want 
To share the verses ofmy 

soul. 

My verse is light green 
And it is flaming crimson 
My verse is a wounded 

deer 
Who seeks refuge on the 

mountain. 

With the poor people of the 
earth 

I want to share my good 

fortune 
The brook of the mountains 
Gives me more pleasure 

than the sea. 

That's the translation given 
in Wikipedia. I know it just 
slightly differently from the 
translation done by Pete 
Seeger, but Pete's translation 
is, if anything, even closer to 
Mileski 's poem. 

While I'm rather charmed 
by " ... flaming charisma! ... " 
(Mileski version), on the 
whole it is dismaying to find 
plagiarized material submit
ted to and published on the 
poetry page. 

- Susan Conger 
Montague Center 

Poetry Editors Reply: The 
editors of the poetry page 
thank Ms. Conger for calling 
this matter to our attention. 
Had we realized the close 
similarity between the poems, 
we would not have published 
Ms. Mileski '.S' verse. 

Bravo to David Detmold for 
humanizing the "hooligans" in 
"Local Band Gets a Job" (MR 
VI #12). I have an affinity for 
these young people who color 
outside the lines. When I have 
walked though their number on 
the way for coffee, or a chat 
with Seth and Eva, I have been 
met with kind, sweet greetings, 
and a good quick conversation 
over an interesting guitar. 

Some of them are going to 
number among their genera
tion's innovators, musicians, 
and successes in whatever they 
end up doing. 

In the early 70s, I had taken 
a break from a playwriting 
major at a midwest college, 
and had come back east to 
think about changing my major 
to music. My cousin Charlie 
and I moved to southern New 
Hampshire with the ch·eam of 
putting together a rock band. 
We found Albeit, a fairly com
petent drummer and guitarist 
and were on our way. We were 
struggling to find enough 
money to survive doing odd 
jobs and busking. 

I'm sure our long hair (what 
I would give to grow hair like 
that again!), ad-hoc clothing 

styles, music, and hanging out 
around town to jam made the 
New Hampshire old timers 
veiy nervous. 

One day Don, the town hall 
manager came to us and 
offered us all jobs. The town 
had just got a grant of CETA 
training money, and was look
ing for ways to spend it. I think 
Don saw a little bit of himself 
in our scmffy band, because as 
we got to know him, we found 
out that his youthful passion 
was hanging with his friends 
and racing Indian Motorcycles 
semi-professionally. 

Don put Charlie and Albert 
to work fixing up town hall, 
learning carpentry and painting 
skills. I went to work with the 
road agent, learning to care for 
the old army deuce-and-a-half 
that served as the town truck, 
getting skilled enough with a 
chain saw to ch·op a tree right 
where I wanted it to go, and 
managing a small road crew. 

These skills, and the invalu
able education of managing a 
working band, have served us 
well in life. It's pretty handy to 
be able to ch·op a tree in a tight 
spot. 

Albeit is now a chef, with a 

new eateiy in the DC area, 
after Katrina washed out his 
New Orleans business. He also 
plays with a Christian band. 

Charlie is a lawyer, who has 
co-written a Supreme Court 
brief. He has perfomed nation
ally with the Moser/Nix Duo, 
and performs with the New 
England Mandolin Quartet 
upon occasion. He still has a 
passion for the electric bass 
and is proud of his Over Easy 
Blues Band. 

I've had a job as a college 
professor, managed an arts 
non-profit, but mostly I have 
stuck to playing music for a 
living and done pretty well. I 
still like to color outside the 
lines. 

It takes people like Jack 
Nelson and Eileen Dowd to 
recognize and trust the poten
tial in the scruffy youth on the 
town bench. For me the most 
telling bit in the article was the 
answer to the question, "Who's 
reliable?" 

I like to believe it is as the 
Who sang, "The kids are 
ah-ight." 

- Michael Nix 
Greenfield 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Ma, T.L.C. 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spcdalizi,,g in all asped, ol lawr, anti P,r,pcrly MointMw<e. 

LOOKING FOR NEW 
SNOWPLOWING CUSTOMERS! 

45 Main Street, PO Box B-6 Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Tum, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell: 522-2563 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

locally Owned for 27 Years 

· .ADIATOR -
Propane Filling Station 

IATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ooling Rte. 2, Gill 
stem 863-4049 1-800-439-4049 . . . 

HJ:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 
• gloves 
• boots 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David 

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Locally ow~ed since 1941 

Full service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 
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MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: Jan. 4th-10th 

Friday, January 4 
8 00 am Montague Update Susan 
Shilliday 
9 00 am Montague Select Board 
(12117107) 
10:30 am Carlos W. Anderson: A House 
Divided 
11 :30 am Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
12:30 pm Flu What You Can Do 
1 :00 pm Prevailing Winds in Denmark 
6:00 pm On The Ridge: Christmas Show 
7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting (12111107) 
9 30 pm Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Christmas Midnight Mass 
11 :00 pm Independent Voices #39 

Saturday, January 5 
8:00 am On The Ridge: Christmas Show 
9:00 am GMRSD Meeting (12111/07) 
11 30 am Our Lady of Czestochowa: 
Christmas Midnight Mass 
1 :00 pm Independent Voices #39 
6:00 pm Falls Table: Jane Dunning & 
Michael Collins 
7:00 pm Elder Law 
9:00 pm Preachin The Blues 
10:00 pm Windchanger: Mona Lisa 
11 :00 pm Sustainable Energy 

Sunday, January 6 
8:00 am Falls Table: Jane Dunning & 
Michael Collins 
9:00 am Elder Law 
11 :00 am Preachin The Blues 
12:00 pm Windchanger: Mona Lisa 
1 :00 pm Sustainable Energy 
6 00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa 
Volume 6 
6:30 pm Physician Focus: Radiology 
7:00 pm Coffee House Series: Jeff Martell 
8:30 pm Discovery Center: Birds of Prey 
10:00 pm Carlos W. Anderson: Cost of 
Freedom 

Monday, January 7 
8 00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa 
Volume 6 
8:30am Physician Focus Radiology 
9:00 am Coffee House Series: Jeff Martell 
10:30 am Discovery Center: Birds of Prey 
12:00 pm Carlos W. Anderson: Cost of 

Freedom 
6:30 pm Independent Voices 37 
7:00 pm Montague Select Board: (Live) 
9:00 pm Our Lady of Czestochowa: 
Christmas Midnight Mass 
10:30 pm Mik TV 
11 :00 pm Discovery Center: Emu's 

Tuesday, January 8 
8:00 am Independent Voices 37 
8:30 am Our Lady of Czestochowa: 
Christmas Midnight Mass 
10:00am MikTV 
10:30 am Discovery Center: Emu's 
6:00 pm Montague Update 
7:00 pm GMRSD (Live) 
9:30 pm Seabrook 1977 
11 :00 pm Encore Body Art Helga & 
Crabby 

Wednesday, January 9 
8:00 am Montague Update 
9:00 am Seabrook 1977 
11 :00 am Encore Body Art Helga & 
Crabby 
6:00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: 
Volume 6 
6:30 pm Falls Table Jane Dunning & 
Michael Collins 
7:00 pm Physician Focus Radiology 
7:30 pm Sheffield Play: Mighty Minds 
8:30 pm Coffee House: Taft Mountain 
Toppers 
10:30 pm Windchanger: Mona Lisa 

Thursday, January 10 
8:00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: 
Volume 6 
8:30 am Falls Table Jane Dunning & 
Michael Collins 
9:00 am Physician Focus Radiology 
9:30 am Sheffield Play: Mighty Minds 
10:00 am Coffee House: Taft Mountain 
Toppers 
12:00 pm Windchager: Mona Lisa 
6:00 pm Montague Update: Susan 
Shilliday 
7:00 pm Montague Select Board: (117108) 
8:30 pm Carlos W Anderson: Cost of 
Freedom 
10 30 pm Common Man Concerts: 
Stephanie Marshall 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 

A Few Larcenies 

Wednesday 12-26 
10 35 a.m. Report ofa larceny from Carroll's 
Market Someone had written a bad check. 
Advised of court options. 

Thursday 12-27 
8:35 p.m. Report of a motor vehicle theft 
from a J Street address. Caller states 
husband left with motor vehicle and has not 
returned. Report taken. 
9:35 p.m. Report of a larceny from a 
Chestnut Lane address. A big screen TV 
was missing. Report taken. 

Friday 12-28 
9 37 a.m. Request for an officer at Seth & 
Eva's on Avenue A Extra patrols were 
requested to check people hanging around 
out front 
8:19 p.m. Request for an officer at a 5th 
S1reet address.---
-was arre~ 

Saturday 12-29 
542 p.m. Report of a breaking and entering 
at a Wendell Road address. Damage was 
done. Unknown if anything was taken. 
Under investigation. 
10:53 p.m. Report of a loud noise 
disturbance at a 3rd Street address. Persoo 
with a loud radio. Advised to tum rt down. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Coyote Season 
Wednesday 12-19 
8:15 a.m. Criminal application issued to 

, for operation of a motor 
vehicle with a suspended license and no 
front plate and no sell belt. 
12:30 p.m. Disabled motor vehicle on 
Route 2 in Fa~ey. Motor vehicle towed. 

Thursday 12 20 
4:50 p.m. Assisted Gill Police with motor 
vehicle stop on Gill Road. 
10:50 p.m. Assisted Montague police with 
a vehicle into a tree on Route 63. Vehicle 
located on Lester Street in Erving after it 
had been removed from snow bank by 
passerby. No problem found. 

Friday 12-21 
5:03 p.m. Report of a verbal altercation 
on west Main Street. 
8:40 p.m. Medical call Warner Street. 
Assisted EMTs. BHA transported. 
9:15 p.m. Trespass order served at 
High Street residence. 

Saturday 12-22 
5:30 p.m. Report of disabled motor 
vehicle in climbing lane on Route 2 
with hazard lights on. Unable to locate. 
6:40 p.m. Report of gunshots in area 
of Old State Road. Control advised 
coyote season. Spoke with reporting 
party. 

January 3, 2008 

Sunday 12-30 
8:15 p.m. Report of a breaking and entering 
at the Elks Club. A car in the parking lot had 
been entered and a cell phone taken. 
Report taken. 
10:29 p.m. Report of an alarm soundinQ at 
Exxon on 3rd Street 

was arrested and charged with disorderly 
conduct 

Monday 12-31 
9:31 a.m. Report of a breaking and entering 
at the Elks Club. A motor vehicle in parking 
lot was entered and CD's were taken. 
Report taken. 

Tuesday 1-1 
1:22 a.m. Report of a suspicious persoo in 
the middle of the bridge on Bridge Street 
No problem found. 

Sunday 12-23 
8:00 p.m. Montague Police reported 
receiving call reporting loud noise in the 
area of Millers Falls or the paper mill area. 
Checked area with Montague Police. 
Everything seemed OK 

Monday 12-24 
5 30 a.m. 911 hang up from Pratt Street. 
Subjects appear to be fine. 
4:25 p.m. Criminal application issued to 

with a suspended license. 

Tuesday 12-25 
10:45 . Medical call from Pratt Street 
120 p.m. Check the welfare at Central 
Street residence. Neighbor believes 
resident is with relative. Left message. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

100% LOAN - No DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED 
Call to see if you qualify for this unique loan program. 

Now is the time to buy. Call Tim for a pre-approval! 

413.113.8984 
NATIONAL CITY TIM PREVOST 
MORTGAGE ~Ho"~'!.~ LOAN OFFICER l=f LENDER 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

~-e~I ~state ~!le~cy 
117 Main Street • PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

~~o,- Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 
'4llll£Utce 

25 MiLiers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MA 0 13 7 6 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

www.mcca1thyf1111;ralhuml',.C<•m 

Since I895 

011 the Cornman 
Greerifield, Massaclwsetts 

Dimers Fal/s, Massaclwsells 

{413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Din•rtor 

~andE 
set. l,,-~ ~ New and Usocl 

Guitarsand Amps 
fiueA.rt 

liaud blown Glass 
Local Craft 
Antiques 

Unique Guts 

n5AvenueA 
T umcm Fa.Us, MA 

Open T ue,..Sat 10-6 Sun. 10~5 

HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

From Curtains to cutting boards & so much more. 
Come in to see our everyday specials. 

Mon.-Fri.9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 12-4 
329 Deerfield St., Greenfield 713-3911 

www.andysaok.com 

6" .. •1~- ____ B_o_:e-_AN __ o--=p;-R_so_N c,£1~ s.Ju~ 
E T 

(413) 773-3678 
FAX (413) 774-5746 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissance 
Excavating&'.}. E71r 
COMPLETE SITE -- • / . 

• "~ 
WORK '' 

• SEPTIC 8c DRAINACE SYSTEMS • SAND, GRAVEL 8c LoAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

SINCE 1970 
llCENSED, INSUREO

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

SUPER OEAiS UN CDs 
, , / OVOs 

lPs 
mPES 
VIDEOS 

N□Rl~AMrrnN. ffiN[. ~RAITlrn□~o. ~lllAM~ON • lU~NllUr.~□M 
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Stan din,! Room Only for Stand-Up at the Shea 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - It was 
great to see the new director at 
the Shea presiding over a full 
house at his First Night at the 
Turners Falls theater, for the 
New Year's Eve Comedy at 
the Shea. Produced by Boston
area impresario Dave 
Rattigan, who is making the 
Shea the place to be to laugh 
the old year away, the comedy 
show gave newly hired 
director Steve Stoia a chance 
to see the old vaudeville house 
in its prime: packed to the 
rafters, standing room only, 
with bankers, school teachers 
and bike mechanics rubbing 
elbows in the lobby and 
everyone enjoying themselves 
thoroughly. Here's hoping for 
many more such nights to 
come, during Stoia's tenure. 

As usual, Rattigan brought 
some of the finest stand-up 
talent in Beantown to Turners 
on Monday, with Bill 
Campbell, Joe Wong and Myq 
Kaplan joining Bear Country's 
own Jennifer Myszkowksi. 
Rather than fight the crowd at 
the box office, we repaired to a 
nearby bar to begin our 
celebrating early, and so 
missed most of Myszkowski's 
act, but did catch her post
intermission warm-up, where 
she provided ribald repartee 
and introduced the traveling 
comedians. The headliner, Bill 
Campbell, who looked a little 
bit like Andy Griffith on 
Dexedrine, or Paul Lynde on 
Metamucil, underwhelmed 
with his tinny regionalisms 
and well-worn parenting 
jokes. But by then it no longer 
mattered, because people had 
laughed so hard at Wong and 
Kaplan that their diaphragms 
had contracted and they were 
fighting for breath, collapsed 
in their chairs, giggling 
helplessly. 

Wong started out his routine 
by admitting the obvious. "So 
- I'm Irish." 

But then he came clean. 
"My dad always told me, you 
should be proud that your are 
Asian. But why? The only 
person who should be proud of 
his race is Michael Jackson. 
He hirned into a white lady all 
by himself." 

Like many drivers in the 
past few weeks, Wong could 
claim, "I was involved in a car 
accident. It was a 20-car pile
up. I was the twentieth car. I 
almost didn't make it." 

While he 
was on the 
subject, Wong 
admitted that 
he fell for a 
r e c e n t 
telemarketer 's 
pitch. "I got a 
call from Triple 
A. They asked 
me if I wanted 
to be upgraded 
to Gold 
Membership. 
You get 250 
miles of free 
towing. I said, 
'Yes, sign me 
up. I always 
wanted to go to 
New York."' 

Illegal Puzzler 

group, myopic Jewish 
vegans, Myq Kaplan 
kept up a rapid-fire 
schtick delivered in an 
affectless, muttering 
mumble that barely left 
time for the crowd to 
recover from one 
outburst of hilarity 
before bowling them 
over again. And again. 

Here's Kaplan, on 
the decline of the 
Hollywood myth-
making machine: 
"Snakes on a Plane. 
Don't spoil it for 
yourself, like I did, by 
reading the title." 

On family: "My 
grandmother, she's a 
little racist. By which I 
mean, she's a racist, 
but she's little." 

people. So ... it's either you or 
your wife .... " 

Speaking of marriage, 
Kaplan wondered why 
opponents of gay maniage in 
Massachusetts argued that if 
gays were allowed to many, 
people would be marrying 
animals next. 

He stared at the audience 
for a while, as if wondering 
why they would laugh at an 
observation like that. Then he 
said, "You guys all eat 
animals, right? What's next? 
You're eating a gay person." 
He harked backed to the 19th 
Amendment. "So now women 
can vote. Who's gonna vote 
next? Furniture? Or other 
things I own?!" 

Rehirning to 
the immigrant 
theme that kept 
sneaking into 
his monologue 
all night, Wong 
philosophized 
about the 
Columbus 
story. 
"Columbus. He 
came to 
America and 

'What is Roe v. Wade? Tivo 1vqys of coming 
to the United States." -Joe Wong 

Comedy at the Shea• Ne1v Year'.!-Eve 

And, "Kids say 
some funny things 
sometimes. Like, 'Who 
are you? Where's my 
Mom? Where are we 
going?!" 

Not pausing for 
breath, not needing 
much breath for a 

But political progress has 
never come easy in this 
country. Take the 18th 
Amendment, for example. 
Prohibition. Men looked at 
each other after the 18th 
Amendment passed, and said, 
"Guys, we're not drinking. So, 
you think women should have 
the right to vote?" And as soon 
as the 19th Amendment 
passed, they said, "Now that 
women have the right to vote, 
guys, you think we should 
start drinking again?" 

thought he had reached India. I 
could never understand this 
until I came to United States 
and I went to a convenience 
store ... " 

Studying for his citizenship 
test, he stumbled on some of 
the American history 
questions. "What is Roe v. 
Wade? Two ways of coming to 
the United States." Wong 
again. 

Chinese, American, or 
Chinese-American, Wong 
demonstrated a deft touch 
when it came to certain 
universal truths of the human 
condition. 'Tm married now," 
he said softly, almost sadly. 
"Before I was manied, life 
sucked and I didn't know 
why." 

"Now you do," yelled 
someone from the crowd. 

"Right!" said Wong. 
And with no intended 

disrespect to the folks in Lake 
Pleasant, he provided the 
definition that has eluded so 
many practitioners of the 
ancient Chinese art of placing 
objects in harmony with their 
environment. "Feng Shui. 
That's basically a Chinese 
word for bullshit." 

Capping an analysis of the 
complex baniers faced by new 
immigrants to America with an 

example from his own life, 
Wong spoke of the revelation 
he experienced the moment he 
held his firstborn son in his 
arms. "I said to myself, "Wow! 
He was just born. And he's 
already a U.S. citizen... So, 
basically, in this countiy, two 
wrongs don't make a right. But 
two illegals can make a legal." 

Speaking for another ethnic 

/
GREEN 
FIELD~ 

• Register early for Spring '08 
pick the best classses and 
schedules. 

Spring classes 
begin January 28. 

delive1y so monotone, 
Kaplan revealed, "I didn't 
work in stand-up all my life. I 
used to work as a police sketch 
artist's model." 

"My wife and I, we have an 
open relationship.... It's a 
divorce, basically." But that's 
not unusual, he maintained, 
because, "Fifty percent of 
marriages end in divorce. 
That's one out of every two 

So maybe it'll be like that 
with gay marriage. 

Check back at the next 
Comedy Night, at the Shea 
Theater, and find out 
everything you need to know 
about America, in two hours or 
less. They'll leave you 
laughing when you go. 
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courses and workshops just 
for you or your bus.iness. 
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Summer I: 5/21-7 /9 
Summer II: 7114-8/28 

www.gcc.mass.edu 
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Mercantile Begins Shareholder Drive 
BY ALEX GOTTSCHALK 
GREENFIELD - On the night 
of December 18th, 
approximately 60 curious 
citizens of Greenfield and 
surrounding towns packed 
themselves into the banquet 
room at Famous Bill's 
Restaurant on Federal Street to 
hear a sales pitch presented by 
board members of the proposed 
Mercantile community-owned 
department store. 

An extensive PowerPoint 
presentation was followed by a 
question and answer session, 
presided over by Mercantile 
board members John Waite and 
Bob Rottenberg. Board chair 
Becky Caplice was also present 

and opened the meeting with a 
friendly challenge to those 
gathered: "Let's take control 
and do it ourselves, rather than 
waiting for outside forces." By 
this, Caplice may have been 
referring to the looming 
possibility of a 'big box' store 
like Wal-Ma1t locating on the 
French King Highway in 
Greenfield. 

The proponents of the 
Mercantile hope to open a 
community-owned department 
store in downtown Greenfield 
that would both give local 
residents a place to buy 
affordable basics, while also 
drawing business to downtown 
stores like Wilson's or the 

www.1urners1a11srivercu1ture.oru 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in 

Turners Falls. Log on and find out 
what you are missing. 

~°' clear Cho1. .._o ,f;p ('9 
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Mass. Licens<! f059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

Outlet Store. Board member 
John Thompson commented, 
"I'm hoping [the Mercantile] 
will have tlte same effect that 
Wilson's or the Green Fields 
Market has. It will give people 
more reason to come 
downtown. It will help 
everyone out." The Mercantile 
will be geared toward Franklin 
County residents who make 
forty tltousand dollars a year or 
less. 

In recent years, the future of 
downtown Greenfield has been 
the subject of much debate and 
speculation, while many locals 
travel outside tlte city to suit 
their consumer needs. The 
proposed site of the store is at 
the current Gre-enfield 
Furniture building on the 
comer of Fiske Avenue and 
Miles Street. Ann Hainilton of 
the Greenfield Chamber of 
Commerce was in attendance, 
and told tltose gathered that the 
Chamber had voted favorably 
on tlte plan for the Mercantile 
community-owned department 
store. 

Shares in the store were on 
sale that night, at tlte rate of 
$100 a share, with a "btmdle" 
of five shares being the 
mm1mum sold. (Several 
investors can invest together in 
one btmdle). Rottenberg 
explained tltat all tlte money 
invested would be held in 
escrow tmtil the board decides 
to go ahead with the plan to 
open the 8,000 - 10,000 square 
foot store. If the board does not 
raise enough money to open the 
store, or if tlte board decides the 
plans cannot proceed for oilier 

reasons, all money will be 
returned to the investors. 
Investors have to be 
Massachusetts residents, and no 
single investor can own more 
than 3% of shares in the store. 

According to Rottenberg, 
more than fifty thousand dollars 
has been raised for the store to 
date. The board is hoping to 
raise at least six hundred 
thousand dollars before going 
ahead and opening the store. 
Shares will be on sale for the 
next six months; tlte projected 
opening date of the store is 
Spring of 2008. 

Rottenberg said the 
Mercantile would be the first of 
its kind in New England, 
although community-owned 
depa1tment stores are in the 
beginning stages of 
development in Middlebury, 
VT, Stafford Springs, CT, and 
Saranac, NY. Half a dozen 
community owned department 
stores are operating in the West, 
he said. Those stores order 
goods jointly, and the 
Mercantile would hope to work 
cooperatively on purchasing 
with the other community 
stores planned in New York and 
New England, Rottenberg said. 

Rottenberg said the store 
would plan to stock "affordable 
clothing for men, women and 
children, light appliances 
housewares, jewelry" and 
related items. 

He said people in Montague, 
Erving, Gill and Wendell have a 
stake in creating a strong 
regional economy, and, 
"Greenfield, for better or 
worse, has always been seen as 

the center of the regional 
economy. If Greenfield's 
economy is strong, it will have 
a ripple effe-ct on tlte 
smrnunding towns. If people 
don't have to drive so far to get 
the necessities of life, that will 
also help." 

Board member Mark 
Wisnewski said people who 
buy shares in tlte Mercantile, 
"Will get a store that's really a 
pa1t of the community." They 
will be investors, and if the 
store is successful "tltey can see 
a return on their investment in a 
few years, equal to the rate of a 
bank CD." Besides which, 
Wisnewski said, "Stock can 
always be sold and transfened." 
He said the board has "goals to 
be a progressive employer in 
the area, in te1ms of wages and 
benefits. But tlte first goal is to 
make our store profitable." 

Toward that end, Rottenberg 
said, tlte board is detennined to 
raise the capital needed upfront, 
rather than try to pay debt 
service for start-up costs. 

Wisnewski added tltat 
investors will get something 
more than just a modest rehun 
on their investment if they buy 
shares in the Mercantile. "They 
will ensure that tltey can get 
good products at a reasonable 
price, in a store that won't 
divest and leave tlte 
community, a store that will be 
responsive to tlte community's 
needs." 

For more info1mation, the 
Mercantile has a website 
available at 
www.greenfieldmercantile.com 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SElECTBOARD 

No Good News 
"There's no good news 

anywhere," said Gill selectboard 
member Ann Banash, returning 
from a fiscal collaboration 
meeting with the town of 
Montague and the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District on 
Wednesday night. That meeting 
was held to put heads together 
about next year's school budget, 
but the town of Gill has still not 
settled on a way to pay for this 
year's school budget, or a way to 
fund town departments for the 
remainder of fiscal '07. 

Gill is at least $93,000 shy of 
fonding departments for fiscal 
'07; an oven'ide seems to be the 
town's only hope for doing so, 
but over the last few months the 
selectboard has repeatedly 

CHURCH from pg 1 
the street afte1ward," he added. 
Anctil estimated the seating 
capacity at Ste. Anne's at "725 
upstairs, 325 down." He said the 
main floor would need to be 
made handicapped accessible, a 
sprinkler system installed, and a 
st11.1ctural engineer brought in to 
look at the prope1ty. 

Father Stanley Aksamit, 
speaking on Wednesday of the 
possibility of the sale of St. 
Anne's to Anctil's group said, 
"Until I have a check in hand, I 
don't believe it. I thought we had 
Sacred Heait (Church in 
Greenfield) sold twice. I do know 
they need to get a loan." 

But hope springs eternal, even 
in the midst of winter. Anctil said 
his group has been working 
steadily on their plans to establish 
a school and facility for video and 
television production at the 
Sti-athmore, undeteITed by the fire 

delayed scheduling an oven'ide 
vote, hoping the state Department 
of Revenue would finally ce1tify 
Gill's prope1ty values, following 
the town's t11ennial revaluation 
in 2007. 

As of yesterday, the state had 
still not come through with those 
figures, so the town has still not 
set a tax rate, even though it is 
now more than halfway through 
the '07 budget year. 

For now, the board has 
scheduled a $93,000 ove1ride 
vote for the date of the 
presidential prima1y, F ebrua1y 
5th. The figure may be adjusted, 
if the DOR releases the certified 
values by then, with possible new 
growth lowering or perhaps even 
eliminating the need for an 

that destroyed Building #10 and 
severely damaged smrotmding 
buildings in that complex on May 
26th of last yeai·. Two months 
ago, the town of Montague 
acquired the 244,482-square-foot 
mill for back taxes from former 
owner Jeny Jones, and has been 
moving fo1wai·d to temporaiuy 
repair the fire damaged roofs of 
buildings #1 and #11, and to 
reti·ofit the sp1mklers from a wet 
to a dry system to prevent them 
from freezing this winter. Both 
those efforts have met with 
intennittent setbacks, as has the 
attempt to get Jones to move out 
an estimated 20 - 40 ti-actor hailer 
loads of baled and rolled recycled 
paper from the mill, to cleai· the 
premises of fire load and make it 
more attractive for a potential 
buyer. But the New Year has 
brought better news. 

"Five loads of baled paper 
have been removed," recently, 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ovenide. But if the $93,000 
ove1ride figure makes it to the 
ballot, and if the voters were to 
vote it down this late in the 
budget cycle, the town cannot 
legally renege on the Gill
Montague school assessment 
approved at the special dist11ct 
meeting of July 31st, 2007. With 
less than five months of the '07 
budget year remaining, the only 
alternative Gill would have in that 
case would be to lay off staff. 
Selectboard members have 
estimated as many as four 
fulltime town staff would lose 
their jobs, in that eventuality. 

At the last selectboard 
meeting, on December 21st, 
Banash asked forlornly, "We 
don't have a tax rate yet?" 

The answer was still no. 
''We're exactly at the same 

place we were before," Banash 
said. "We can't have an ove1ride 
until people know what the tax 

said Montague building inspector 
David Jensen, who said pait of 
the hold-up on getting the rest of 
the paper out of the mill is due to 
recent tmmoil in Pakistan, where 
the paper is destined for eventual 
re-use. Also, Jensen said bids 
have gone out for tempora1y roof 
repairs. The dry sprinkler system 
will be completed, and tested this 
week. 

More good news airived in the 
middle of December, when town 
planner Dan Laroche was 
successful in persuading the 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Economic 
Development to grant the town 
$100,000 for technical assistance 
to study ways of improving 
pedestrian access to the 
Strathmore via the (presently 
condemned) footbridge from 
Canal Street. 

In December, town admini
strator Frank Abbondanzio said 

rate is." (And what the impact on 
their tax bills would be.) 

Banash suggested that a 
special town meeting should be 
scheduled just prior to Feb1uary 
5th, to discuss the town's fiscal 
dilemma with the voters in an 
open forum. 

Board member Nancy 
Gi'iswold observed, "People think 
the schools are mnning along just 
fine." 

''That's because they have a 
budget. We don't," replied 
Banash. 

The board vetoed the 
suggestion that a separate 
oven'ide for $25,000 for a new 
tiuck for the highway depaitment 
be included on the Febmary 5th 
wairant. The voters had turned 
the same proposal down at the 
ballot box last year, but Banash 
said, "If we're talking about a 
$93,000 ove1ride and a $25,000 
tiuck, they might decide to go for 

the town would prepare a 
Request for Proposals on the 
Sti-athmore ''by the first of the 
year." 

Anctil said his decision to 
make an offer on Ste. Anne's is 
intended to create "a base camp" 
and an extension of his planned 
c.ampus at the Sti·athmore. '1t's a 
great prope1ty. It gives us a great 
presence in town. We really want 
to find a venue that complements 
Ristorante Dipaolo, the 
Rendezvous, the Shea, for high 
end national tommg acts." 

Ed Shipley, the realtor who 
has been showing the property, 
confumed that a purchase and 
sale had been signed on Ste. 
Anne's between Anctil 's group 
and the Diocese of Sp1mgfield, 
and said the property, which 
includes the recto1y on 6th Sti·eet 
had initially been offered in the 
range of $565,000, but declined 
to name the cmrent asking price. 
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the tmck." 
But board chair Lee Stevens 

wained the needs of the town 
were being put off for too long. 
"That t11.1ck has got to be 
replaced. That t11.1ck ain't going to 
last much longer without putting 
big money into it." 

"The town has needs, too," 
said Gi'iswold. "We can't nm the 
town 100% just to subsidize the 
schools." 

Banash said, "I agree. But we 
have to have good schools, too." 

In other news, the boai·d 
appointed Ray PuiTington as a 
ZBA alternate, and read a letter 
from the Depa1tment of 
Conservation and Recreation 
notifying the town of the state's 
intent to place 75 acres of land 
owned by the Jenkins fainily and 
25 acres of land owned by the 
Brown fainily, neai· the French 
King Gorge, tmder a pennanent 
conse1vation rest11ction. 

He said Ste. Anne's, like all 
diocesan prope1ty for sale in 
Western Massachusetts, came 
with a pe1manent deed rest11ction 
attached to the land, as follows: 
"In no event shall the premises be 
put to any use that is inconsistent 
with the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church as dete1mined 
by the sole discretion of the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Springfield." 

Aksamit said that rest11ction 
was interpreted on a case by case 
basis. "We would not want the 
church to be used as an abo1tion 
clinic," he said. Anctil said the 
deed rest11ction would not 
inte1fere with his plans to use the 
church as a pe1fo1ming a1ts 
center. He said, "If Father Stan 
(Aksamit) would like to use the 
hall for a benefit ftmdr·aiser for 
the homeless," for example, "we 
would donate the facility . 
for that kind ofptupose." II 
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as executive director of the Shea 
Theater in Turners Falls on 
January 1st, as Debra J' Anthony 
steps down after 16 years in that 
role. He brings with him decades 
of experience promoting family 
theater at venues throughout 
Westem Massachusetts, and an 
excitement to be part of what he 
calls "the renaissance going on 
in Tumers Falls." 

Stoia sees the Shea Theater 
being a vital part of that renais
sance. "We need to work togeth
er to create economic develop
ment in Twners Falls. This is an 
opportunity to demonstrate how 
the arts can help aid the econom
ic development of an area." 

For the last four years, Stoia 
and his wife Joan have run the 
Centennial bed and breakfast on 
Main Street in No1ihfield, and in 
that context have watched the 
renewal of Twners as a destina
tion point for tourism with more 
than passing interest. "We have a 
tourism perspective. We've sent 
quite a few folks who stay at our 
B&B to have dinner at 
DiPaolo's. We're all inter
twined." He credits the 
RiverCulture program, the 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contempora1y Photography, and 
even the Brick House teen cen
ter, which has fostered young 
musicians in town, as "important 
ingredients to making Tumers 
happen." 

Clearly, the Shea Theater has 
been a cornerstone of that 
revival. Established as a movie 
house by Denis Shea in 1927, 
with "Spanish-style" stucco 
walls, wrought iron wall fixtures, 
and a made-in-Madrid lantem in 
the lobby, the Shea thrived in an 
era of five cent matinees as silent 
films gave way to talkies. 
According to the theater's web
site, (www.theshea.org) it was 
also, from its early days, home to 
amateur theatricals presented by 
community groups like the 
American Legion Auxilia1y, the 
Rotary Club, and the Twners 
Falls High School, in the days 
before the high school had an 
auditorium of its own. 

After its founder died in 1945, 
the Shea had various owners, 
until its stage went dark in 1964. 
In 1973, the theater enjoyed a 

different type of renaissance, 
when the Renaissance 
Community purchased the Shea 
and the neighboring Colle Opera 
House for a rock and roll record
ing studio and a New Age church 
of sorts. After a brief heyday in 
downtown Twners featw·ing a 
natmal foods restaurant, groce1y 
store, Zapmia Pizza, a t-shitt fac
tory, greeting card business and 
rock band touring bus company, 
the Renaissance collllllune 
moved back to the land in Gill, 
leaving the central buildings of 
Tumers abandoned in disrepair. 

In 1984, the Franklin County 
Community Development 
Corporation purchased the Shea 
Theater, and transfeITed title to 
the town of Montague, which 
rents the venue to the non-profit 
Shea Community Theater for $1 
a year. A $200,000 fund drive, 
with patrons purchasing individ
ual chairs, paid for the theater's 
renovation, and the Shea re
opened its doors in 1990 with the 
Countty Players' production of 
Butterflies Are Free. 

The Countly Players remain 
one of the mainstays of the Shea, 
along with the other resident 
companies that have been with 
the collllllunity theater since 
1990: Ja'Duke Productions and 
the Arena Civic Theater. 
Additionally, the theater has 
since seen numerous productions 
from the Shea Young Theater 
Company, and original one-acts 
produced by J' Anthony, along 
with one-off perfonnances from 
traveling companies offering 
Shakespeare, Irish tenors, and 
Tuvan throat singers, not to men
tion local punk rock and thrash 
metal bands renting out the hall 
for slam dances and benefits. 

"The Shea has done yeoman 
service in the community," said 
Stoia. "It's impo1tant that the 
Shea takes its rightful place in 
the renaissance," of downtov.rn. 

While Stoia was hesitant to 
stake out too much new ground 
in his forecast for what the new 
year may bring to the Shea's 
stage, he did note that it had orig
inally been built as a 
moviehouse, and "We'd only 
need a screen and a projector," to 
show movies there again. 
Shelbwne Falls has seen notable 
success in the multi-use combi
nation of movies, community 
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theater, and live music at 425-
seat Memorial Hall, comple
menting a thriving dining and art 
gallery scene along Bridge 
Street, despite the recent fire. 

The Shea board of directors 
has been forced to come to the 
Montague selectboard hat in 
hand on several recent occasions, 
seeking infusions of program 
income money to offset rising 
utility costs and renovation 
expenses at the town-owned the
ater. And while Stoia said he 
planned on bringing "original 
programming" to the Shea to 
augment the revenue stream, it is 
unlikely he will steer it far from 
its original mission. "The beauty 
of the Shea," Stoia said, "is that 
its mission is unusual. The mis
sion calls for the Shea to be a 
civic center for the region. It says 
so right in the bylaws." 

Stoia continued, "I have some 
ideas I want to make happen 
there, but I expect we're going to 
be reaching out and saying, 'This 
is a blank palette. Make it hap
pen."' And though they may not 
be the best moneymakers avail
able for a 360-seat theater, Stoia 
said, "Collllllunity groups can 
come in and create a1t. That's 
what the mission is." 

But, in addition to the resident 
companies and community 
groups who will continue to pro
vide the majority of program
ming, Stoia said, "We will have 
to bring in folks from outside," 
the immediate area, "to keep the 
lights on, so when people pass it 
they know it's a theater." 

Along these lines, Stoia 
emphatically endorsed the board 
of directors previously 
announced plan to put up a mar
quee, a missing element on the 
theater's plain brick fayade, as 
soon as sufficient funds can be 
raised. "It will happen," said 
Stoia, confidently. 

If his background serves as a 
template, it would not be surpris
ing if Stoia accomplishes the 
goals he sets. When he took over 
the job of providing collllllunity 
theater for the town of Amherst 
in 1993, he produced, "all the 
standards, Peter Pan, the Wizard 
of Oz, Annie ... " and quickly out
grew the middle school auditori
um leisure services had been 
using to stage productions. 
Graduating to Bowker 

Auditorium at UMass, where 
Stoia put on shows during 
January break, ticket sales 
climbed to stratospheric propor
tions. In 2005, two weekend per
fonnances of the Wizard of Oz 
netted $50,577 at the door, top
ping the previous year's peak of 
$48,083. 

With the town's approval, 
Stoia entered into a cooperative 
relationship with the Valley 
Light Opera, doing publicity and 
selling tickets for the Amherst
based troupe, who put on major 
productions of works by Gilbe1t 
and Sullivan at the high school 
each year. "It was an exciting 
model," said Stoia. "Amherst 
recognized the value of the a1ts" 
to attract people to town, where 
they would also spend money in 
local stores and eateries. 

Stoia is clearly proud of his 
work on community theater pro
ductions, for their ov.rn merits. 
He said the possibility of taking 
Anne of Green Gables to Japan 
came about in 1999 due to 
Amherst's sister city relationship 
with Kanegasaki, a city of 
16,000 located northeast of 
Tokyo, and due to the Japanese 
fascination with the Anne 
Shirley series. He took a cast of 
35 with him on that trip, and a 
similar sized troupe to the theater 
festival in Dundalk, Ireland in 
2004, where his production of 
the Secret Garden won honors 
for collllllunity theater produc
tion. His work in Amherst began 
and ended with productions of 
Oliver, in 1993 and again in 
2006. 

"I hired the directors, the 
choreographers, the music direc
tors; I was the producer. I was 
closely involved with every 
aspect of the productions." 

Before working for Amherst, 
Stoia had a long career as an 
independent producer in the 
Valley with the non-profit com
pany he founded, New England 
Puppetry and Family Theater. In 
this role, he brought companies 
from around New England, the 
countty, and the world to local 
stages from the Mohawk Theater 
in North Adams to the 
Paramount in Springfield, and 
the Fine Arts Center at UMass, 
( where he had served for four 
years in the 70s as head of resi
dence at one of the donnitories, 
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back when Julius Erving was 
shooting hoops in the courts out
side and Natalie Cole was croon
ing in the lounge.) He pursued 
his role as independent impre
sario, bringing adult level and 
kid pleasing puppetly shows and 
theater to the Valley until "the 
bottom dropped out of the 
Massachusetts Miracle" in the 
early 90s, and state a1ts council 
funding dropped from "$30 plus 
million to $3 million overnight." 
During one of those earlier years, 
he brought Peter and the Wolf to 
the Shea Theater, performed first 
by the Bob Brown Marionettes 
and then by the Amherst Ballet, 
showing children dance and the
ater interpretations of the same 
classic musical. 

Now, Stoia is both realistic 
and optimistic as he sizes up the 
scale of the job ahead. The Shea 
Theater is a bit worse for the 
wear, after its "yeoman's ser
vice," and eight decades of exis
tence as a community center in 
one form or another. The Spanish 
stucco is gone, along with the 
ironwork fixtures and the Madrid 
lantem. But the red felt cwtain 
waits at the wings for the foot
lights to go up on another sea
son's work. And Stoia will be 
there to guide it, along with the 
community groups, producers 
and directors, young musicians, 
seasoned stagehands, stand up 
comics, and thespians who will 
continue to tred its boards. 

Stoia has this message for the 
community. "We will use all the 
help we can get. There are oppor
tunities to get an experience in 
theater tech, a1ts administration, 
and theater in general, along with 
community organizing," at the 
Shea. So whether your specialty 
is putting up posters, building a 
set, staffing an intemussion bake 
sale or perhaps mounting a pro
duction of your own, get in touch 
with Stoia at 863-2281, and help 
keep the Shea Theater front and 
civic center of the latest down
town renaissance of Tumers 
Falls. 

You can meet Steve Stoia and 
help out the Shea at a benefit 
beer, wine, cheese and cello 
patty, Thursday, Janua1y 10th, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Tickets are $25 
and can be reserved by calling 
863-2281. 

II 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Now Taking 
Holiday Orders! 
• Cheesecakes 
• Pies 
• Cookie Platters 
• Breads and Rolls 
• "Not your Grandma's" 

homemade fruitcake 
69 2nd St., Turners Falls 

863-4455 
OPEN TUESDAY~SATURDAY 7~6 AND SUNDAY 8~1 

De 
• Farm Fresh E9gs 
• Whole Roasting Chickens 
• Pot Pies 
• Homemqe\e Soups 
• Dc,serl:s 
Products Vary Weekly 

Fur"' Store Open, Every Du_y 
7 Lt.m. to 5 p.nL 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• C~(IDJ/Sfrorroe StWJ~p1hwr® 
• P@W®oy 

• inrro® M Dwawnrrog$ arro~ 
Pa~rro1rorro~$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAtW. STREET• TURNERS fAUS, MA 01376 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

1 Montague 

I 

Yoga Spa 
Licensed Massage Therapy 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
KR/PALU YOGA 
Montague Center 

413-367-7530 
, Norman Lerchen, MA., LMT 

+ full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
+ oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

21 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield• 413-714-3500 • greenf1eld@copycatpr1ntshop.com 



January 3, 2008 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 11 

A Brief History of Hall-Scott Engines 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Two talented young 
Califomians, Elbert J. Hall and 
Bert C. Scott founded the leg
enda1y Hall-Scott engine com
pany. They began by producing 
gasoline powered rail cars, 
went on to build motor cars 
from 1910 to 1921, then air
craft and marine engines. Their 
greatest success was in aircraft 
engine design and production. 

In WWI they produced a 
family of engines for the 
"Liberty Motor" program. The 
engines shared the same cylin
der dimensions in 4, 6, 8 and 12 
cylinder configurations, with 
interchangeable pa1ts, designed 
to be mass-produced. No mat
ter the size, these low-RPM 
engines were reliable and light, 
producing a ve1y favorable 
power to weight ratio. 

The legendary Hall-Scott 
engines were among the best 
known in aviation histo1y. The 
12 cylinder A-8 aircraft engine 
of 1917 had aluminum pistons, 
hemi head cylinders, and an 
overhead camshaft, 5-inch bore 
and 7-inch stroke. The long 
stroke gave Scott-Hall engines 
great torque at low rpm. 

After WWI, Hall-Scott left 
their leadership role in the avi
ation market to turn to produc
ing engines for trucks, buses, 
boats and power units. 
American Car and Foundry 
bought Hall-Scott in 1925. 
ACF used Hall-Scott's fame to 
advertise their buses as being 
Hall-Scott powered. AFC 
refused to sell engines to oth
ers, but made an exception for 
lntemational trncks. The 
lntemationals sported Hall
Scott engines in the 1920s and 
early 1930s. The engines ran 
ve1tica.lly or horizontally, on 
LPG or gasoline. 

In 1940, Hall-Scott began 
selling the Model 400 engines 
as original equipment, as well 
as for re-powering trncks. 
D.M.O. Construction's Hall
Scott powered Mack shown at 
the Antique trnck show in 
South Deerfield sports a Hall
Scott engine as original equip
ment. The 1,090.6 cubic inch 
displacement engine produces 
865 foot pounds of torque at 
1,200 r.p.m and 286 horsepow
er at 1,800 r.p.m., mnning on 
either LPG or gasoline. Hall
Scott advertised the 400 as "the 
Most Powerful Tmck Engine 
Built." The Mack engine, 
model 707 (707 cubic inches), 
used about the same amount of 

Fred Chase (shown reflected in Mack radiator), renowned 
Mack Tmck mechanic, recently was entmsted to tune up a 
Scott-Hall powered 16-speed 1951 Mack tractor at his shop in 
Gill. Owner DMO Constmction, of Amherst, fotmd the tmck in 
Texas. DMO restored it as a show truck. The three miles per 
gallon mileage prohibits using the truck for useful work. When 
gasoline was cheap, these Scott-Hall powered trucks were once 
prized for their ability to haul freight up over the steep grades of 
mmmtain highways of the westem states, in the years before the 
interstate highway system evened out the grades. 

Dual ignition on the 400 engine may have been a feature 
copied from Scott-Hall aircraft engine designs. But, instead of 
having two magnetos or a batte1y ignition/magneto combina
tion, this model uses two batte1y ignition coils feeding two 
spark plugs per cylinder through a 12-port ignition cap. 

gasoline as the Hall-Scott 
model 400 engine, but the 707 
had nowhere near the power. 

The number of Hall-Scott 
engine models shrank after 
Hercules Motors Corporation 
bought the engine division in 
1958. The more economical 
diesel engines coming onto the 
scene spelled the end of Hall
Scott. Drivers repo1ted that the 
durable engines produced 
tremendous power and ran 
smoothly, often for over a mil
lion miles, but were able to 
pass anything but a gasoline 
station. Diesel engines' lower 
fuel consumption spelled doom 

for the gasoline engine market 
for heavy trucks and equip
ment, regardless of manufac
turer. 

Hall-Scott did not weather 
the transition to diesel. They 
made one diesel model that left 
a lot to be desired. The compa
ny had another diesel design on 
the drawing board in 1970 
when the last Hall-Scott engine 
rolled off the Ohio assembly 
line, ending the era of the leg
enda1y Hall-Scott engines. 

Ironically, Hercules also 
made gasoline engines that had 
good lugging power at low 
rpm's, but experienced engine 
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failure when nm at 
higher 1-pm's. Their 
gasoline engines 
were popular in Cle
trac bulldozers where 
they were govemed 
at low 1-pm, but the 
engines did not do as 
well in other applica
tions needing higher 
rpm. 

Hercules pro-
duced both gasoline 
and diesel engines 
for milita1y applica
tions but somehow 
failed to utilize the 
Scott-Hall engine 
building expe1tise to 
turn out diesel 
engines, as they did 
with the famous 
Scott-Hall gasoline 
and LPG engines. 
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MCSM from pg 1 

with free writing, a1t, music, 
computer literacy, auto repair and 
self-defense classes, usually with 
free child care provided; a free 
after school program for children, 
and family support services. In 
particular, Denman is impressed 
by the number of collaborations 
with other agencies, and the tme 
spirit of cooperation between 
groups hying to find the best 
ways to seive their clients. She 
said she has never seen such a 
depth of partnerships in her many 
years and varied positions within 
the social services network. 

Denman was raised in 
Gloucestershire, England, finish
ing high school at age 16, the 
n01m in England, followed by a 
two-year social work ce1tification 
at a local community college. A 
su·ong urge to navel was not 
quelled by touring Europe, so it 
wasn't long before she found a 
position caring for two 
preschoolei·s in Annapolis, J\ID. 
Thus began an odyssey of work 

BRICK from pg 1 

with a1ts and dance, and believes 
stI·ongly in investing in the local 
community. 

Eighteen years ago, Laufer 
and W11ght founded Motherwear, 
the Northampton-based cata
logue business for nursing moth
ers. What began as a small home 
business now employs 65 staff 
and draws $11 million in annual 
sales, he said. 

Thirty years ago, Laufer com
pleted graduate work in dance 
therapy at Antioch New England 
in Keene, N.H. and now per
fo1ms with the Dance 
Generators, a modem and impro
visational, intergenerational 
dance company. He also helped 
found DanceSpu'it, a community 
dance that happens Sunday 
mornings upstairs from 
Fitzwilly's in downtown 
Northampton. 

Following a head-on collision 
in June of 2004 which left him 
unable to walk for three months, 
Laufer said he found dance and 
movement incredibly healing. 
He founded a conceit series 
through Highland Valley Elder 
Seivices that continues today. He 
has hosted film series, and 

and education, involving several 
tI-ansatlantic journeys. 

When the first year was up, 
Denman gave up the nanny posi
tion and returned to England, 
until she was accepted into an 
undergraduate program at 
Oakwood College in Huntsville, 
AL. Graduating with a bachelor's 
degree in social work in 1993, 
Denman went back to England, 
where she worked with the 
Children's Se1vices Division of 
the local county government. For 
three years she learned the ins 
and outs of their intei·connected 
systems, including child abuse 
and neglect investigations, the 
juvenile court systein, as well as 
fostering and adoption programs. 

Crossing the Atlantic again in 
1996, Denman attended the 
University of Alabama in 
Tuscaloosa, graduating with a 
master's degree in social work. 
Offered a state job in 
Biimingham, AL, she spent the 
next nine years working in chil
dren's rehabilitation, focusing on 
children aged 5 - 21 with physical 

presently hosts open mic con
ceits in Florence through the 
"Do-Gooders Club." The pro
ceeds of each conceit, which 
combine dance, music and the
ater, benefit a local community 
organization, he said. 

Laufer is also a board member 
and n·easurer of United for a Fait' 
Economy, a national non-profit 
organization focusing on eco
nomic justice. Years ago, he pub
lished the ''New England Prout 
Jomnal," about economic decen
tralization. He also helped to 
fotmd the "Valley Balle," or the 
Pioneer Valley Business Alliance 
for Local Living Economies, a 
chapter of a national organiza
tion working to strengthen local 
economies. He's now a member 
of the steei'ing community for the 
newly revived Montague 
Business Association. 

"It's my value system - it's 
always been about suppo1ting 
economic democracy, local own
ership, cooperative structures," 
Laufer said, "as well as the role 
a1ts play in local economies." 

Among Laufer 's goals for 
2008 ai·e to expand the Great 
Falls Art Fest to take place twice 
a year instead of once. This year, 
Laufer said, the Alt Fest will be 
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special needs. Over the years, her 
role evolved from social worker 
to administmtor, then program 
specialist and finally disn·ict 
supervisor. 

In 2006, Denman moved north 
to Tennessee, and took a sh01t
te1m position in the Nashville 
area working with adults with 
physical and developmental dis
abilities. Although she visited this 
area twice before accepting the 
top post at MCSM, she only 
moved to Elving on October 
20th, just three days before 
repo1ting to work in Turners 
Falls. Thei·e wasn't much time to 
enjoy the splendor of the fall 
foliage season, but at least she 
airived in time for winter! 

Denman said she is "exu·eme
ly grateful that the police got the 
fonding they needed," to build a 
new police station in Turners 
Falls, but that go-ahead comes 
with an tmintended cost for 
MCSM, which will be left off 
Montague's application for 
Community Development Block 
Grant fonding in 2008, as the 

held the third week in May and 
also the second week in October, 
he said, in conjunction with the 
"Alts & Blooms" and "Alts & 
Leaves" open studio tours down
town. He also plans to expand 
the a1t sale that takes place in 
December dlll'ing the "Arts & 
Icicles" tour, downstairs at the 
Brick House, to nine days rather 
than two, increasing artists' 
opportunities for sales and better 
capitalizing on the hard work put 
into organizing the sale. 

Laufer plans to partner with 
a1tists and local businesses to 
create more murals in downtown 
Tmners, following up on the suc
cess of the beautiful mural creat
ed tmder the guidance of Keny 
Kazokas with area youth outside 
the Teen Center. He also plans to 
host concerts in the performance 
space at the Bi'ick House eveiy 
other month, in addition to the 
Youth Open Mies that happen on 
the fourth Fridays of each month. 
The first concert was held 
Saturday, December 15th, fea
tured several local bands, and 
gave youth a chance to promote 
the event, collect tickets and 
grow both musically and profes
sionally, Laufer said. Revenues 
from these conceits will be split 

town hopes to devote most of that 
grant towai·d defi.-aying the price 
tag of the new safety complex on 
Turnpike Road. Denman said she 
is on the look-out for new fund
ing sources to expand MCSM's 
offerings to include a daytime 
drop-in center for pai·ents who 
"need a safe place to leave theii' 
children while they attend med
ical or comt appointments." She 
said an expanding holiday drop
in centei· would also be appreciat
ed by pai·ents looking for some
thing for theii' children to do 
while school is not in session. 

Modest to a fault, Denman 
said the main strength she brings 
to her new role is that of a sup
po1tive 'listening eai·.' "MCSM 
will continue to be community 
driven," she added. "It would not 
work for me to come in and say, 
'This is what I want to do here.' 
We have a really good relation
ship with the paiticipants in our 
progmms. They guide what we 
do." 

It is a fai· oy from downtown 
Biimingham to downtown 

evenly between the Brick House 
and the perfoimers, creating a 
win-win situation for all 
involved. 

Some of the ftmds raised by 
these conceits will be used to 
upgrade the sotmd and recording 
equipment in the concert facili
ties, he said, to teach youth how 
to use equipment they're likely 
to encotmter in real-world gigs, 
and also to improve the aesthet
ics of the concert space, making 
it that much more welcoming 
and open to the commtmity. 
Taking a tour of the teen center 
and perfo1mance space, newly 
hired Shea Theater director Steve 
Stoia commented last week, 
"That's the best equipped teen 
center I've ever seen!" 

Othe1wise, the Bi'ick House 
plans to continue its ongoing col
laboration with Montague 
Catholic Social Minisn·ies to 
offer the Montague Institute for 
New Directions (MIND), a non
u·aditional job training program 
for women; ftuther partner with 
the Department of Social 
Seivices to better meet the needs 
of children in foster care and 
their fainilies; and also ftuther its 
relationship with the Gill
Montague Commtmity School 
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Turners Falls, but Denman seems 
to ah'eady be an enthusiastic con
ve1t to New England small town 
living. While she enjoyed the city 
life and its seeming advantages, 
Denman said she is thrilled to 
reduce her commute from more 
than 30 miles to less than ten, and 
loves the fact that she works in a 
walkable downtown area, noting 
all the basic necessities can be 
found within a few blocks of hei· 
office: a grocery store, post 
office, several restaurants, a hard
wai·e store, a pharmacy, and a the
ater (not to mention a doctor, 
lawyer and medical center). 
Denman said she is enjoying the 
natural beauty of the 11vei· in the 
downtown ai·ea; but most impor
tantly, she finds the community 
incredibly welcoming and fi.'iend
ly. She said the fact that people 
stop and chat on the sn·eet is a 
decided improvement to urban 
living. So when you see her on 
the Avenue, be sure to say hello, 
and welcome hei· to the ai·ea and 
to the Montague Catholic 
Social MinistI'ies. II 
Partnership and the Regional 
Employment Boai·d to maintain 
the Transitioning to Success 
drop-out prevention program, 
working to build teens' self
esteem and teach practical job 
skills. 

"We are a small organization 
with six staff people ... and our 
mission is much broader. In order 
to be successful and to meet the 
needs of the community, we must 
pa1tner with other groups. It's 
also the most efficient way to get 
things done," Laufer said, echo
ing a theme sotmded by ShaITon 
Denman, the newly hit'ed dii'ector 
at the neighboring Montague 
Catholic Social Minisn'ies. 'The 
principles of cooperation, that 
you have much greater resources 
when you combine with others: 
there's a synergy . . . we can 
accomplish so much more work
ing together than we could sepa
rately," he said. 

He said he is excited to "part
ner with people who have a 
vision of revitalizing the commu
nity through the arts and local 
businesses, and working with 
youth and families." 

Laufer can be reached at 413-
863-9576. II 
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q: . I get indi
gestion often and can (figure out 
why. How can /find what is caus
ing it? 

Indigestion, or an upset 
stomach, is a general te1m for 
discomfort in your upper 
abdomen. This discomfo1t can 
take the fo1m of burning stom
ach pain, nausea, heartburn, 
bloating, burping and vomiting. 

If, in addition to your upset 
stomach, you experience sweat-
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THE HEAlTHY GEUER 

What's Causing My Upset Stomach? 
ing, shortness of breath or pain 
radiating to the jaw, neck or 
arm, get medical attention 
immediately; you could be hav
ing a heart attack. 

We all get indigestion occa
sionally; about one in four of us 
gets an upset stomach at some 
time. But, if you are suffering 
from this condition regularly, 
you should see a doctor. 
Indigestion - also known as 
"dyspepsia" - can be the result 
of something more serious than 
stuffing down a hot dog on the 
nm. 

Indigestion can be a symp
tom of acid reflux disease, an 
ulcer, gallbladder disease or 
appendicitis. It can also be a 
warning sign for stomach can
cer, although this is rare. Some 

medicines can give you indiges
tion. Occasionally, persistent 
indigestion is caused by a prob
lem in the way food moves 
through the digestive tract. 

Seeing a doctor is especially 
important if you are older than 
50. Some other red flags are a 
mass in your stomach, difficulty 
swallowing, vomiting, tmex
plained weight loss, black 
stools. 

One of the best tips I have 
fotmd to dete1mine what causes 
occasional indigestion is keep
ing a dia1y of the foods you eat. 
A friend of mine tried this. By 
analyzing what he ate and how 
he reacted, he figured out that 
he was lactose intolerant. If you 
want to avoid indigestion, here 
are some no-no's. 

Don't: 
• Pack in large meals. Take 

food in smaller doses. 
• Gobble food. Put your fork 

down until you've finished 
chewing a mouthful and have 
swallowed it. 

• Drink caffeinated bever
ages. Caffeine makes the stom
ach produce more acid. 

• Overindulge in alcohol. 
Alcohol can iiritate the stomach 
lining. 

• Smoke. Smoking can irri
tate the stomach lining, too. 

• Eat highly acidic, fatty or 
spicy foods. 

• Don't let stress overwhelm 
you. Easy to say, but learning 
relaxation techniques will 
reduce stress and indigestion. 

• Exercise or lie down imme-

diately after eating. 
• Eat two hours before you 

go to sleep. 
• Take a lot of anti-mflamma

to1y medicines such as aspfrin 
and ibuprofen. Switch to aceta
minophen. 

• Chew with your mouth 
open. 

Indigestion can be treated 
successfully with medicines. 
Some block the formation of 
acid. Others are antibiotics. If a 
medicine you're taking for 
some other condition gives you 
an upset stomach, you might 
have to switch to another medi
cine. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

oN,HEBEATENTRACK: The Muse of Millers Falls 
BY FLORE 
MILLERS FALLS - Were you 
aware this small mral library is 
located on the busy highway, 
Route 63? Can you hear the 
sound of cars and tmcks apply
ing their squeaky brakes as they 
approach the intersection of this 
much-traveled road? Shhh! This 
is a libraiy! 

Perhaps, in its fe1vent hea1t, 
this modest red brick building 
might wish to be located else
where, perhaps on a more exotic 
Western byway, like Route 66? 

Or even better, it might wish 
to be placed earlier in history. 
Say, right by the banks of the 
Euphrates River? Where, to the 
best of our knowledge, the 
whole idea of recording archives 
may have sta1ted ... 

It was then, brace yourself, as 
early as 3000 BC ... People were 
already using a ctmeifo1m 
alphabet. Each letter of their 
script was impressed on clay 
tablets with a sharpened stylus, 
prese1ving the records of their 
civilization on the earliest of 
hard drives. Numerous of these 
tablets have been fotmd in 
repositories, or what we would 
refer to today as libraries, collat
ing the daily activities of these 
people, the Sumerians. These 
caches revealed their profotmd 
dedication to literature, human
ist identity, religious quests, and 
philosophical concerns. Beside 
myths, epic poems were discov
ered, along with judicial deci
sions, and taxes imposed. Sotmd 
familiar? Here also were fotmd 
records of when thefr parliament 
met, and what political reforms 
were enacted; (5000 years later, 
we hope they will enact some 
more!) In sho1t, here was the 
cradle of archives, in Iraq, the 
cradle of civilization! 

These impressive collections 
of data have now become refer
ences accessible as mankind 

struggles to 
pass knowl
edge on to 
future genera
tions. 

hours take 
place on 
Monday 
afternoon, 
with Linda 
Hickman 
traveling 
over from 
t h e 
Carnegie 
libra1y in 
Turners 
Falls to do 
the honors. 
By the way, 
how many 
public 
libraries do 

Our con
temporary 
libraries have 
remained just 
such exciting 
places. They 
still ftmction 
as a stimulat
ing environ
ment, bring
ing new citi
zens, chil
dren, adults 
and seniors 
into the ever 
widening cir
cle of knowl-

Anna Ferrazxani Greene is the new circulation assistant at the Millers Falls 
Library. She was Jormer!J the librarian at the Montague Center Library 

you sup
pose the 
hard-work-

edge and dis-
coveries, all free of charge. 

A whole commtmity 
exchanges there, as the reading 
needs of yotmg and old are 
catered to. A small libra1y, such 
as the one in Millers Falls, offers 
even more of a challenge. 
Besides being opened sparingly 
twice a week, the librarian has to 
closely asce1tain the need of its 
readers. 

Anna F en-azzani Greene is 
the new circulation assistant 
librarian working at the Millers 
Falls libra1y, since last 
September. 

Remember, you have met 
Anna, several years ago, just as I 
did! Need to refresh your mem-
01y? 

She was the librarian at the 
Montague Center Library. 
Though she "abandoned" that 
post, it was a legitimate choice, 
in order to attend and graduate 
from Simmons College with a 
degree in Archival 
Management. 

She says, "My interest is on 
the prese1vation of paper, con
servation, to prevent the decay 

that naturally occurs in books." 
Perhaps those Sumerians 

were onto somethmg, with those 
clay tablets. 

Soft spoken, Anna is a whiz 
at finding for you, the unfind
able - like discovering a gem - in 
any form of literahire. She 
advises readers on history 
books, periodicals, films, travel 
books; just name it and it will be 
in your hand, delivered, after 
much search, the following 
week, plus handed to you with a 
smile. Time to brave the snow. 
It's worth a visit! 

The Millers Falls Libraiy is 
open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 2 p.m. to 5 pm. and 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Children's 

ing immi
g r a n t 

Andrew Cainegie endowed in 
America, for fuhire generations 
of immigrants to learn from? 
Answer: 1940; and 871 more 
worldwide! 

Despite the rapid inroads of 
the Libraiy of Congress cata
loguing system, the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, known 
as DDC, is still the main one in 
use at public libraries in 
America. 

Invented by a pioneer spirit, 
Melville Dewey, born in 1851. 
At 21, he was a student assistant 
at... Amherst College! 

Just a few miles down Route 
63 from Millers Falls, right on 
the beaten track. 

Suzee savs: Nev. Wash ill 
Wash big stulfl 

Get it all done at oncel 
Up to 3 7 loads at a time! (il_)N--(;R 

lwhoa.J · · • ~~ 
~ 

.Always Hot Dryers! 
Suzee's Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundr .com 

NELCWIT'S 32nd 
ANNUAL BOWLAIBON 

FUNDRAISER 

Supporters of the New England 
Learning Center for Women in 

Transition will go bowling to raise 
funds victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault Held on Jan. 

26th at the French King 
Entertainment Center in Millers 
Falls. How does bowling raise 
money for NELCWIT? Each 

bowler commits to raise at least 
$50-$100 by asking acquain

tances for contributions. Teams of 
5 members can sign up together, 
or individual bowlers can share 
an alley to form an impromptu 

team. NELCWIT pays for bowl-
ing shoe rentals, pizza, and soda 

for each bowler. 
For more info: 772-0871, x 116 

or www.nelcwit.org 

Beat 
Stress! 

ACUPUNCTURE 
DROP-IN CLINIC 

Wed. Evenines 6-8 p.m. 
Avenue A Chiropractic & Massage 

296 Avenue A, TUrners Falls 

413-768-8333 

Fri, 114 DJ PUSHPLAY $3 
Sat, 115 FASHION PEOPLE $3 

$2 off any panini 
with this ad! 

.,, -... s'IIIEJJ 
TUIIIEIISFAUS. Ml 
~NIIWM ~INIU 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part LX 
ABANDONED 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - After they left me at 
the park, I went to another 
tavern, not far away, thinking 
my parents might have gone 
there. The booths were 
crowded with people talking 
and laughing. The men were 
red-faced and sweaty. The 

women's hair looked frazzled. 
The place smelled of stale beer; 
the air was thick with cigarette 
smoke. I went from booth to 
booth, hoping to find my 
parents. People stared at me, 
glassy-eyed. 

I couldn't believe my father 
had just driven off and left me, 
knowing I was sick. They 
probably went to get me some 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. JAX 863-3050 
20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

4TH ANNUAL DUOPALOOZA 
CONCERT Benefit for local 
nonprofit Class Action. January 
18th, 2008, 8:00 p.m. All Souls 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Greenfield. www.classism.org 

So. Deerfield Office. Please join us 
in enhancing the lives of children in 
need. Dare offers training, ongoing 
support and a daily $50 tax-exempt 
stipend. For more details, call Krista 
Harrington at 413-684-2222 or 800-
244-DARE. Also ask about our $300 
referral bonus! 

medicine at the dtug store, or at 
a groce1y store a few streets 
away. I hurried there. But the 
stores were dark - closed -
every one. 

It was getting dark outside. I 
tried to think of what to do. The 
streets were deserted. Lights 
began coming on in 
apartments. Eve1yone seemed 
to have gone home for supper. I 
wished that I were home, too. 

The night air began to turn 
chilly. Shadows formed in 
alleyways, making them dark 
and sca1y. A shiver went down 
my back. I don't know if it was 
because I was cold, sick, or 
hungiy, but I shook all over. 

T1ying to keep wa1m, I kept 
walking. Pretty soon, I saw a 
square-backed car in the 
distance. It looked something 
like the Essex. I hurried closer. 

I knew right away it wasn't 
the right car. But maybe, with it 

getting dark and all, I just 
wasn't seeing right. The car 
was more rounded in back, 
more like a Buick, but I walked 
toward it anyway, just to be 
sure. I prayed it would be our 
car. But it turned out not to be. 

Maybe Pa was mad at me for 
emba1nssing him by running 
to the toilet in the cafe in front 
of all his friends. If he would 
only come back to get me I 
would promise to be better, and 
not be so much trouble. 

I walked back to the cafe 
and sat on the curb to wait 
under the streetlight. The light 
hummed, and bugs clustered 
around it. Away from the circle 
of light there were shadows 
where bad guys could easily 
hide. My older sisters had 
warned me about bad guys. 
"Don't talk to strangers." But 
what do you do if a bad person 
jumps out of the dark and grabs 

you? I tried not to think about 
that, and wished I were home in 
my bed. 

At last, I saw car headlights 
coming. I didn't dare hope it 
was Pa. I didn't want to be 
disappointed. The car lights 
drew nearer, blinding me. 
Then, the rear door opened and 
there was my sister, Irene. 

"I bet you were plenty 
scared we not come get you, 
weren't you?" Pa said. He 
laughed. 

"I wasn't scared," I said, 
blinking back the tears, happy 
to be with my sisters and 
brother, but sad, knowing that 
Pa had so little regard for me, 
or my safety. 

Irene told me they had gone 
home to eat supper and do the 
milking. She said she woITied 
about me. 

-Continued Next Week 

APARTMENT FOR RENT - Huge, 
Newly Renovated Apartment, 
$750, seven rooms (2-3 BR), 
clawfoot tub, lots of storage, wide 
pine floors, 1100 square feet. 
Downtown Turners. 413-433-3982 

GENTLE YOGA - Wednesdays 
12-1:30PM, January 9th -
February 13th, Soothing pace to 
support health and happiness. 
Living Room Yoga on Chestnut 
Hill, Montague. 413-367-2658 
www. I ivi ng roo myoga. net; 
enzer@earthlink.net. 

BEER, WINE, CHEESE AND CEl.lOS AT THE SHEA THEATER 
CABINETS - High-quality legal 
size 5-drawer file cabinets. Finest 
domestic manufacture; 
unbeatable price: $100. Just 
Things. Open Mon-Sat. Call First 
(413) 498-5043. 

A Wine and Beer Tasting 
hosted by noted wine expe1t 
Paul DeLablotier of the 
Shelblllne Falls Wine Merchant 
with live music to enhance the 
ambience and the opportunity to 
meet Steve Stoia, the Shea's 

new Executive Director. 
Thursday Evening, Janua1y 

10th, 2008; 6 - 9 pm. at the 
Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, 
TU1ners Falls 

Tickets $25.00 per person, 
available at World Eye 

Bookshop, Greenfield, or 
reserve by calling 413-863-
2281 

All proceeds benefit the Shea 
Theater. For more info1mation 
about the historic Shea Theater, 
visit www.theshea.org 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small 
- General Carpentry and home 
repairs. Custom shelves a 
specialty. Call David, 413-863-
9296. 

MASONRY - Stephen Cahill 
Masonry. Brick and stonework 
fireplaces, chimneys, patios, 
walkways, steps, repointing, 
foundation repairs. Insured. Free 
estimates: 413-824-9717 
doosel9@yahoo.com. 

WORl.D HYPNOTISM DAY AT POTHOLE PICTURES 

YOGA FOR RELAXATION 
CARTOONISTS Wanted for Classes will be held at several 
discussion group. Amateur or pro. 
Call 659-5339 or email 
klwilkinson@comcast.net. 

FOSTER PARENTS WANTED: 
Since 1964, Dare Family Services 
has provided foster care for abused 
and neglected children who are not 
able to live with their biological 
families. We are looking for foster 
parents in Franklin County for our 

locations in Greenfield starting 
January 7th. New students are 
welcome to try a class for free. All 
classes offer individualized 
instruction in gentle stretches and 
yogic breathing. Beginners are 
most welcome. To find out specific 
times and locations, please 
contact Jean Erlbaum at 413-773-
9744 or je88@comcast.net. 

Spec la I Of fer for 
Reporter Subscribers! 

Any paid subscriber to the Montague Reporter may 
have one free classified ad in 2008, up to 20 

words. Contact us at 863-8666 or 
reporter@Montaguema.net 

(Pay for a second week, you get a third week free 1) 

On Friday and Saturday, 
Janua1y 4th and 5th, Pothole 
Pictures will join with the 
Western Mass Chapter of the 
National Guild of Hypnotists to 
celebrate World Hypnotism Day 
(which falls on January 4th) for 
a showing of the 1931 black and 
white John Banymore classic 
film Svengali, accompanied by 
a discussion led by the 
Hypnotists Guild about 
hypnosis fact vs. fiction. 

Svengali is a ha1rnwing tale 
of unrequited love as a run
down music teacher in Paris 
falls in love with a woman who 
becomes a singing sensation 
while under his hypnotic spell. 
Featuring bizaITe Parisian sets, 
memorable visual effects, an 
enthralling performance by 
BaITYffiore, and an unexpected 
shocker of an ending, this 
seldom-seen expressionistic 

masterpiece is the film that 
initiated the mythological image 
of the evil hypnotist in the 
movies. 

Deborah Yaffee, president of 

the Western Mass Chapter, will 
introduce the film both evenings 
and conduct a question and 
answer session after the film. As 

an added bonus, Tom Nicoli, 
founder of World Hypnotism 
Day, who has taught students 
and faculty at Ha1vard Medical 
School about the mind/body 
healing connection, will speak 
at Saturday's show. 

The discussion and film 
begin at 7:30 p.m. both nights, 
but there will be live music on 
stage by the classic jazz band 
the Illiterati starting at 7:00 pm. 

Absolutely no barking or 
clucking will be tolerated in the 
theater for this event. 

Pothole Pictures is an all
volunteer-nm, non-profit, 420-
seat community movie house, 
with a big screen, located at 51 
Bridge Street in Shelblllne 
Falls. The theater is heated and 
handicapped accessible. 

For further info, call 413-
625-2896. 

Negus ~ Taylorl Inc. 
Monumenm i!'f!!!f!f!!JVC 

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE 
Remodeling & Renovation 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 

People often come to see us 

becouse their parents 
ond their gronqxirents did. 
We're proud lo hove 

that kind of loyolty, 

~~ i1-~i~ 

, We engrf!ve t~ 

memones 
} that last forever 

ond we work hord to keep it. 
• Gory ond Nancy Melen MAIN OFFICE n3-955~ 10 W.II Street, Greenfield, MA 
"lhe perfect rememb~ce· 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REH, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easx iu-tow1J 1ocatiou 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

TODD MULLER 

413-775-3575 
"One Call Does It Alf' 

Serving the entire 
Montague Reporter 

readership area HIC# 149347 

~-::.>' Brian R. San Soucie 
~~>- Locksmith - CRL 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured 1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague S1,~1:l 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrcipcrr 290-1162 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

HIC #134741 
Insured 

~ EASTERN OW WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

fntraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN THURSDAY, JANUARY 17TH 
Film Showing: An Inconvenient 
Truth presented at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls. 
Museum opens at 6:30 p.m.; pro
gram starts at 7 p.m., with one 
intermission. www.greatfallsma.org 

Renaissance Center at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., or 
by appointment with the director. 
Casting is open to all. Info. to make 
an appointment (413) 577-3600, 
renaissance@english. umass .edu. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4TH 
Open Swim at the Turners Falls 
High School Pool. Family Swim 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Adult Lap Swim 
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fees: Residents: 
·Youth - $1.25; Adults (18+) -
$2.50; Senior Citizens (65+) -
$1.25. Non Residents: •Youth -
$2.50; Adults (18+)-$3.50; Senior 
Citizens (65+) - $2.50.·Youths 
under 12 must be accompanied by 
a parent/guardian. If school is can
celled due to inclement weather, 
open swim will be re-scheduled. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Bang Box 80s party-rock covers, 
9:30 p.m. (413) 659-3384. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 4TH & 5TH 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: 
John Barrymore in the 1931 
Svengali with discussion by 
National Guild of Hypnotists, 7:30 
p.m. Music before the movie at 7 
p.m., the I/literati - jazz. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5TH 
All Out Adventure Winter Outdoor 
Recreation Programs: Wendell 
State Forest, Wendell. Every 
Saturday: January 5th - February 
23rd. Cross-country skiing, snow
shoeing, kicksledding, ice skating, 
sled hockey and snowmobile rides 
as weather and conditions permit. 
Pre-registration is required. (413) 
527-8980 or visit 
www.mass.gov/dcr/universal_acce 
ss 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
YARN 9:30 p.m. Check out 
www.yarnmusic.net. 

At The Ren.cJ..ezvous, Turners Falls: 
ffas1aion 'People - odd, dance
able, oddly dancable, rock music, 9 
p.m. $3 cover. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Clay ~~~ 
'Band, no cover. 9 to 11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 6TH 
The Dead of Winter 
Film Series at The 
Montague Bookmill, 
Montague Center: 
The Wicker Man 
(1973) The original 
pagan musical-mys
tery! Singing, sacri
fice, and Britt 
Ekland's butt. Free 
Films for the Frozen, 
7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Adam °Bar'g&r'on· 
Classical Piano, no 
cover. 7 to 9 .p.m. 

MONDAY, 
JANUARY7TH 

The Charm Snakers from our last Open lvlic. 

Free gentle Yoga class 8 - 9 a.m. at 
the Maezumi Institute, 177 Ripley 
Road in Montague. Info. and regis
tration, contact Jean Erlbaum 773-

97 44 or je88@comcast.net. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography: 
Paul Taylor Themes and 
Variations Reception 1 to 5 
p.m. at Gallery 85, Turners 
Falls Artist Talk - 7:30 p.m. 
Photographs on display 
January 17th to March 16th. 
Susan kae Grant Night 
Journeys Reception at Gallery 
52 and Gallery 56, Turners 
Falls, 1 to 5 p.m. 

Mike Agranoff, comedic 
singer/songwriter, will perform 
at the Echo Lake Coffee House 
in the Town Hall, Leverett on 
Saturday, January 19th at 7:30 
p.m. Admission: $12/$10 sen
iors. (413) 548-9394. Mike 
Agranoff plays a fingerstyle gui
tar in idioms ranging from 
ancient harp tunes to obscure 
Tin-Pan-Alley compositions. 

Live jazz at 
Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, fol,n 
Waynelov,cl, ~o, 
John Waynelovich
piano & Mark Dunlap
bass, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

The Great Falls Coffeehouse Open Mic on Frid'!)', 
January 11 at 7 p.m. If you sing or play an instrument, 
here's your chance to pe,form in the beautiful setting of the 
Great Hall of the Discovery Center, Turners 'Falls where 

THRU JANUARY 
Handhooked Wool Rugs and 
Hot Coffee at the Village Co-op, 
Leverett. Rich textures and pat-THURSDAY, 

JANUARY 10TH 
At the Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls. Beer, 
Wine, Cheese and 

the acoustics are wonderful. E,!fqy a cozy evening eating 
tasty homemade baked goods and listening to local folks 
pe,jorm. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.;Jree admission, a'!Y 
donations will benefit the work of the Discovery Center. 

terns of handhooked wool rugs 
by Margaret Arraj. Margaret 
designs each rug from historic 
and ethnic inspirations, then 
hand hooks and sometimes Cellos. A Wine and Beer Tasting 

hosted by noted wine expert Paul 
DeLablotier of the Shelburne Falls 
Wine Merchant, with live music to 
enhance the ambience, and the 
opportunity to meet Steve Stoia, 
the Shea's new Executive Director. 
6 to 9 p.m. Tickets $25 per person, 
available at World Eye Bookshop, 
or call 863-2281 

St James Coffeehouse presents 
Jeff Foucaul, 7 p.m. in Greenfield. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

even special dyes the wool for each 
one. We feel warmer just looking at 
them! 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: p,._ ~anga
Rock, no cover. 8 to 10 .p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11TH 
Great Falls Discovery Center 
Coffee House: Open Mic 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. Turners Falls. Contact 
the Friends 863-3221 x 3 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Sugar House - Rock & roll covers; 
come to dance, 9:30 p.m. (413) 
659-3384. 

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

L°"c tomb-rock & roll, come to 
dance! 9:30 p.m. (413) 659-3384. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13TH 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Second Sunday Comedy Show, 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Three Comics for $5. 
www.LaughAtDave.com/Second 
Sunday.html for more information. 

The Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Grey Gardens (1975) 
Maysles Brothers' riveting docu
portrait of Little Edie and Big Edie 
Bouvier, eccentric cousins of 
Jackie Bouvier Kennedy. Free 
Films for the Frozen, 7 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH 
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, micl,e/e Peldki111 
(/)uo. Michele Feldheim - piano, 
Wayne Roberts - bass. 

AUDITIONS 
Open auditions held for the 
Renaissance Center Theater 
Company's April 2008 production of 
Shakespeare's Measure for 
Measure on Tuesday, January 8th 
and Wednesday, January 9th at the 

Ill SPIT UHi «1ll11 
MONDAYS - D~n, 3 -6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p.m. 

THURS -Dr~n. 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Nigh~ 6 -8 p.m. 

Free ( except some trips), open to local 
teens. Some require permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titird Street, Turners F2lls, 01376 

A1emonal Hall Theater 

POlH□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

January_ 4th & 5th at 7:30 p.m. 
SVENGALI 

John Barrymore in the 1931 
SVENGALI with discussion by 
National Guild of Hypnotists both 
nights. Directed by Archie Mayo. 
1931. NR. 81 min. B & W 

Music before movie 7 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: The Uliteri-Jazz.. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

-

GREENFIELD 
«34.1)1)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr..,nfi<>ld. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Thurs, Jan 3rd - Wed. Jan. 9th 
1. THE DARJEELING LIMITED R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MATFRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
2. NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK 
OF SECRETS PG in dts sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MAT FRL SAT, SUN 12 00 3 00 
3. THE WATER HORSE PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MAT FRL SAT, SUN 12 00 3 00 
4. CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MAT FRL SAT, SUN 1215 3:15 
5. ALIEN VS. PREDATOR -
REQUIEM R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATFRL SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS 
PG in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MAT FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. IAM LEGEND PG13 inDTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MAT FRL SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 

Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.w. 
Friday 1/4 9 - 11 p.m. 
Reggae Grean ~mb 

Saturday 1/5 9 - 11 p.m. 

Jazz Night wiJh Clay 1::.1~~ 'Band 
Sunday 1/6 7- 9 p.m. 

Classical Piano 
Adam 'Bel"ga,-OG'\ 

Thursday 1/10 8 - 10 p.m. 

Rock Fr- ~anga 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Countzy Store Ruxt Kttuclele '.Raptor & 

Falltowtt String 13atid - local 
heroes of roots come together for a 
multi-generational jamboree, 9 
p.m., $3. 

Upcoming at the Great Falls Discoverv Center 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH. 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Contest-Youth ages 10 - 14 com
pete separately to make as many 
free throws as possible. 
Competition is also separated by 
age category. Winners advance to 
regional competition. Participation 
is FREE! The Montague Parks & 
Recreation Department Unity Park 
Fieldhouse. Mondays - Fridays; 
8:30 a.m. 4:30 p.m.; www.mon
tague.net; 863-3216. 

www.greatfallsma.org 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
Winter hours open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday and by special arrangement 

SATURDAYJANUARY5TH 
Winter Birds: Join refuge staff on 
this adventure along the river and 
canal as we look for winter birds. 
Field guides and binoculars will be 
provided. Dress for the weather. 
Meet inside the main door of the 
Discovery Center, 9 to 10 a.m. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11TH 
Friends Coffeehouse Open Mic 
Night. 7 to 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH 
Rocking with the Fossils. Dinosaur 
footprints were first studied right 
here in the Connecticut River Valley. 
Step back in time to discover what 
people thought about these "mystery 
footprints." Simulate a fossil dig and 
put the pieces together. Join Gini 
Traub of OCR for these hands-on 
activities that help show how and 
where fossils are created, 1 to 2 p.m. 

(413) 863-3221 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18TH 
Exhibit Explorations Who Lives 
Here? Join Refuge staff for this tour 
designed for families with young chil
dren. Discover the stories behind the 
animals and plants you have won
dered about. 11 a.m. - 12 p.m 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH 
Nature Prose and Poetry Readings. 
Join Friends of Great Falls Discovery 
Center for this evening of readings 
and discussion. 6 30 to 9 p.m 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES LETOURNEAU 
APPLIANCE SERVICE 

Montague Web Works.com 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRI CRS 
"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

413-367-2425 lynnreynolds@verizon.net 

413-863-8291 
Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators • Ranges 

Dishwashers • ALL MAKES, ALL BRANDS 
Senior Citizen Discount 

24 Hour Service• Paul Letourneau build I ID3llage I create I 413.522.4808 
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BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - The end 
of December produced a six-inch 
stonn of heavy, wet snow that 
made for picturesque views and 
slippe1y driving on the final day 
of 2007. Now, on the first day of 
the new year, it is storming again. 

The snowfall started late 
moming with huge flakes, one 
here, one there, and rapidly 
developed into a heavy fall, like 
the inside of a snow globe. Now, 
in the early aftemoon, the snow
fall continues heavily, but the 
flakes are finer and closer togeth
er. The birds huddle at the feeder 
and the ground feeders chase 
each other and the seeds and com 
I have thrown out onto the rapid
ly piling snow. 

Happily, over Christmas I 
used my new plastic toboggan to 
haul wood from the roadside pile 
to the cellar bulkhead. So even 
though I have been fooled by the 
'real' winter this season, and have 
neglected to move my wood pile 
to the back of the garage in time, 
the stove in the cellar throws off 
good heat, wanning the floors, 
the rooms and the spirit. 

And I am thinking about the 
garden season ahead. The seed 
catalogues are a1riving; it's time 

Upinngil 
.food you needfrom 1/,e land you Jnvc 

Farm Fresh MIik 
bottled daily at our dairy 

G.u.uws • ½ GAU.OHS • Qc.wrn 

In Glass 
etumable 

Bottles 
Your children will 

taste the difference! 

Farm Stand and Store 
7 days a week 8 am - 7pm 

-Hl Main Road, Gill 
4U-863-2297 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION: SNOW DREAMS 
to plan next year's garden even as 
the patch is buried in snow so 
de.ep you can no longer make out 
the raised beds. 

The seed companies are smart. 
Even while you are separating the 
first class mail from the prolifera
tion of Christmas catalogues, the 
glossy pictures of future vegeta
bles and flowers sta1t to fill the 
mailbox. They are so beautiful it 
would be easy to order one of 
eve1ything. So how to choose? 

The Brown bookcase displays 
three shelves of books on garden
ing. From the ve1y specific of 
books on growing azaleas to 
books on diseases of tomatoes 
and many generalists on home 
gardening, the collection is beau
tiful, full of undoubtedly useful 
info1mation and often unread. 
Some have likely never even 
be.en opened. 

Here is a fine book Woody 
brought back from a Master 
Gardener's workshop: Vegetable 
Gardening compiled by 
Callaway Gardens. This looks to 
be a great guide. The bulk of the 
book is the 'plant selector' which 
describes eve1y crop from arti
choke to tumip, giving the botan
ical and Latin names, a general 
description, plant requirements 
and diseases, tips for planting and 
harvesting and some suggested 
varieties. As far as I know, this 
book, like many of its shelf com
panions, was never consulted. 

So why have so many books if 
you never read them and thus 
never follow the gardening 
advice? First, Woody was an 

inveterate collector of books, and 
much of the pleasure was in the 
collecting. Secondly, I've decid
ed that gardeners are like good 
teachers, bom not trained. 
Othe1wise, why would you take 
on the back-breaking, plant 
babysitting work of gardening if 
not for the sheer love of it? I also 
notice that among my colleagues 
at work, those of us who love to 
garden like to talk with other gar
deners. We enjoy swapping infor
mation about how successful if 
difficult crops have been raised, 
diseases and pests vanquished, 
and what varieties are favored. 

That being said, there are a 
few books that have gotten regu
lar use over the 30-plus years of 
the Brown garden. One is the 
Reader's Digest Illustrated Guide 
to Gardening. As a self-acknowl
edged biblio-snob, I have to 
laugh about how well-wom this 
volume is. A few years ago there 
was an adve1tisement on TV for 
classical music tapes with all of 
your favorites and "none of the 
boring bits." This is what the 
Reader's Digest has always 
meant to me, books with all the 
boring bits edited out. 

This book, however, is a great 
gardener's reference. From trees 
and shmbs, perennials and annu
al flowers and plants to vegeta
bles, each section describes the 
growing requirements, normal 
habitat and care of anything 
you'd like to grow or wish you 
could. For each plant you can get 
advice on how to grow, what can 
go wrong, and recommended 

varieties. 
Another well-thumbed vol

ume is Nancy Bubel 's The New 
Seed Starters Handbook. This is a 
serious yet practical treatise on 
growing just about anything you 
like from seed, with all you need 
to know about light, soil prepara
tion, hardening off, pests and sav
ing and storing of seeds. 

Over the time we have gar
dened here, I've kept a log of 
weather, dates of planting, times 
of harvest and crop yield. This is 
an extraordinarily local collection 
of info1mation, because here by 
the Connecticut River, growing 
seasons, frosts and soil quality 
are ve1y different from those of 
gardens a bit north, south or west 
of us. This volume helps to keep 
me on track for seed starting and 
planting times. It is also a curb 
towards the New Englander's 
propensity for weather exaggera
tion, as it's easy to look back over 
a similar pattem of temperature 
ranges over a decade, for 
instance. 

So armed with my notes and 
recollections of last season's gar
den, I'll plan a seed order that 
will help to rein me in despite the 
bounty and color of this year's 
catalogues. Since shipping costs 
are not low, I'll tty to concentt·ate 
my orders from two favorite seed 
companies: Pinett·ee Seeds from 
New Gloucester, Maine and 
Totally Tomatoes from Randolph, 
Wisconsin. 

Seeds I seem to order eve1y 
year are: Ailsa Craig Exhibition 
Onion, a sweet, large, early onion 

THIS WllD PlACE: WINTER co UNT 
BY KARL MEYER 
Al"\fHERST - It is a cold, snow
covered December moming. I 
pull on tnittens and exit the car, 
binoculars in hand. Darkness is 
lifting across the woods and 
fields. The first sound drifting in 
is the shrieking pwnp of a robin, 
then another. Soon, I hear the 
squeak of a white-breasted 
nuthatch; then the spishings of 
tufted tittnice and a chickadee. I 
make a mental note of these, and 
continue walking a quiet Amherst 
road in the chill, careful to 
remember the blue jay da1ting 
into a crabapple tree. 

It's Christmas Bird Count Day, 
and I'll be at this for hours. My 
usual pa1tner, whom I've shared 
this ritual with for over two 
decades, could not make it. Due to 
snow, the date was changed, last 
minute. Once I've scanned anoth
er field for wild turkey, I tum back 
toward the car, noting a crow and 
four mourning doves huddled in a 
maple tt·ee. I also note the hunter, 
in full camouflage, preparing to 
enter the woods. 

I drive a third of a mile and 
walk another stt·etch, hoping, as I 
do each year, for a winter wren 
near a hetnlock-shrouded culve1t. 
It's never there. I drive again, get 
out, scan, and note more crows 
and robins. Two red squirrels 
rocket up and down pine flunks. 
My next stop is woods and a 

broad stretch of fannland set 
against the Pelham hills. The sun 
is now up. A dozen starlings 
careen across the road. Moments 
later I get a crisp look at a red
tailed hawk flapping hard, then 
gliding above me, one talon 
extended. As it lands I see it is 
holding a mouse. 

I squeeze my car to the shoul
der and stt·ap on snowshoes in the 
icy breeze, heading into the 
woods and fields. The snow is 
fluffy, deep. Since it's shotgun 
season, I work the field side of 
this ft-act, walking the edge of 
thick woods. It is slow going, but 
brilliant. In a clwnp of red cedars 
there are more robins, tittnice, and 
tv.•o eastern bluebirds; their lovely 
msset browns and summer blues 
show regally. A mockingbird 
rasps. 

When nature calls I'm driven 
to the woods. In that interlude I 
look up to see a hawk shoot 
through the trees, alighting at the 
forest edge. There is a brief 
impulse to sprint for a glimpse, 
but in this cold the idea of bolting 
anyv.1here holding up binoculars, 
pants and long johns, is ludicrous. 
I may miss this one. I intersect 
deer tt·ails, squeeze under barbed 
wire, and examine the wanderings 
of foraging coyotes; then double 
back. In perfect snow-reflected 
light I now see the myste1y rnptor. 
It's a Cooper's hawk, in a long, 

low flight and glide over acres of 
unbroken snow. The stt·eaks of its 
reddish flanks wrum my moming. 

My next stop is a walk to scan 
these fields from the roadway 
openings between houses and 
fanns. The usual pigeons are not 
atop the old silos. But there are 
house sprurnws and cardinals, and 
mowning doves nearby. When I 
next tum around a police car is at 
my back, an officer staring up at 
me from an open window. "Sir, 
can you tell me what you're doing 
here with binoculru·s?" Someone 
called in: suspicious activity. I 
explain the obvious, in a brief, 
cordial exchange. But when he 
asks my name, a line has been 
crossed. Standing in the open, 
with my shock of white hair, wool 
pants, tnittens, snow boots, in a 
blaze-yellow anorak, I say, 
"You're going to have to talk to a 
lav.ryer. This is a public way; these 
are binoculars." Happily, the 
interaction goes no further. A 
dozen snow buntings waver 
above the fields. 

It's aftemoon; I've already 
snowshoed into Amythest Brook 
to tally a single golden-crowned 
kinglet; then a pileated wood
pecker. My friend Sid is standing 
in his driveway as a red-bellied 
woodpecker swings into view. I 
convince him to join me. He'll see 
the rru·er birds of this day. We sta1t 
with a nm of homed larks at the 

that eve1yone I share with enjoys; 
also a variety of sweet leaf let
tuces often available as a mix, 
English peas, bush green beans, 
and winter squash. Last year I 
grew a bush type buttemut with 
ve1y sweet, nutty flavor from 
Burpee and the traditional Table 
Ace acom squash. I got both of 
these seed packets from our local 
seed store, thus avoiding shipping 
fees for two packages only. 

Last year, I grew such favorite 
tomatoes as Gardener's Delight, 
to my mind the best cheny going, 
Bush Celebrity, a reliable early 
tangy tomato of medium size and 
Brandywine Red, a juicy, large 
producer with acidic tomato fla
vor. These three will definitely be 
on this year's order. A beefsteak 
variety I tried out last year, 
Believe It Or Not, is worth grow
ing again because it really is so 
meaty that one slice fills a sand
wich. I'll pass on two other 
experimentals: Arkansas Traveler 
and Box Car Willie. Although 
these tv.•o plants produced huge, 
meaty fruit, their flavor was quite 
bland. 

Totally Tomatoes is not totally 
what it says. They also offer a 
wide range of colors of sweet 
peppers I'll be growing again, 
just for the beauty on the plate. 

It may seem like winter denial 
or fanciful daydreaming to think 
of gardening now, but if you want 
to grow your own onion or leeks 
from seed, it's time to get that 
order in the mail soon. It's only a 
few weeks until planting time! 

Happy gardening. 

ILLUSTRATION BY ANJA SCHUTZ 

old Amherst landfill. Next it's a 
woodsy intersection where two 
pwple finches sit preening in 
mid-aftemoon sun. Three com
mon redpolls, hardly common 
from year to year, nibble seeds -
upside down - in a birch. A dark
streaked woodpecker shoots to 
the flunk of a hicko1y, its throat 
blood-red-orange: a yellow-bel
lied sapsucker, another winter 
anomaly. 

My day ends much as it began, 
on a solo walk in low light along 
fields near the Foti River. My 
snowshoes make quiet "humphs" 
crossing the drifts. I offer a wide 
berth to a red-tailed hawk 
perched over the river, and tally 
the lilts of tree sparrows and the 
rasp of one late-day mockingbird. 
As I tum back I offer a few owl 
calls to the darkening woods and 
fields. All is quiet. 

Cooling thought: On damp 
winter roads, leave more space 
between you and the next vehicle. 
You 'II use less wiper-wash, which 
contains chemicals harmful to 
wildlife. 

Karl Meyer can be reached at: 
karlm@crocke,:com 




