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lfii.o er Day, 
Another Budget Gap 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - "We're in a Depression, 
never mind a recession," declared 
selectboard member Lee Stevens 
on Monday, as the Gill board 
began to grapple with yet another 
yawning deficit in the c1ment fis­
cal year operating budget. 

It's February, and Believe it or no~ 
the World is Heating Up 

Aging Equipment, 
Multiple Storms, 

Plowing Problems. 

UMass Professor Speaks on Global. Wanning 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - A combination 
of bad weather and aging equip­
ment has put the highway 
depaitment in a jam and left the 
roads of Montague in tough 
shape following the last winter 
sto1m. 

It was barely a month ago, 
when Gill voters na!1'owly 
approved passage of a $35,000 
ove1ride to fund town depait­
ments on Januaiy 6th, that the 
town finally had a balanced bud­
get and was able to set a tax rate 
for fiscal 2009. 

Last week, with the stroke of a 
pen, Governor Deval Patrick 
tipped over the apple cait again, 
slashing $26,000 in state aid to 
the town, more than halfway 
through the budget year. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 

"We fought so hai·d to save 
eve1ything, and then the governor 
took it away," griped boai·d chair 
Nancy Griswold. "We've been 
cutting and cutting since the ve1y 
first day. We're still cutting. And 
the schools respond with a 2.7% 
increase!" 

GREENFIELD - "I hate to be the skunk at the 
gai·den paity," said Tom Tolg, of Greenfield, as he 
rose to question UMass climate reseai-d1er Ray 
Bradley on Monday night at the Second 
Congregational Church of Greenfield. Bradley had 
just delivered a chilling PowerPoint lecture on the 
effects of rising population and fossil fuel con­
sumption on climate change to an audience of 120 
who had cai·efully made their way over the ice­
bound roads of Franklin County to hear him speak 
on Global Waiming. 

''There's no place to cut," said 
board member Ann Banash. 

''There's going to have to be 
some choices somewhere," said 
Stevens. 

"We should focus on stopping pollution," said 
Tolg, at the end of the question and answer period, 
"Not on the possibility of a one or two degree rise 
in temperature, which not even the scientific com­
munity agrees on." 

"What are the alternatives?" 
responded Banash. "I don't see 
any. We cai1't afford to lay any-

see GILL pg 12 

Given the bitterly cold winter, and the piled up 
snow outside, there may have been more than a few 
in the audience who were inclined at first to agree 
with him. 

Seniors Brush Up on Money Management 
BY JOE KWIECINSKI 
TURNERS FALLS - In these tough eco­
nomic times, handling your money wise­
ly has become an increasingly vital topic. 
Fortunately for area residents, the 
Franklin County Home Cai·e 
Corporation's money management pro­
grani in Tmners Falls and the fainily self­
sufficiency prograni of the Greenfield 
Housing .Authority are there to help. 

The two groups recently combined 
with the Franklin County Bar Association 
to sponsor a free, five-pait educational 
prograni for senior citizens seeking to 
improve their financial skills. The classes 
were held at Franklin County Home Cai·e. 

"FCHCC felt they had many people 
who use their services," said instructor 
Ellen Cainpbell, "who needed help in 
managing their budgets in tl1e face of 
today's difficult economic challenges." 

Canipbell team-taught the classes with 
fainily self-sufficiency program coordina­
tor Melinda Kostennan and Lori Davis, 
Section 8 home ownership coordinator. 
The three provide expeitise to families 
who ai·e on subsidized housing with 

Section 8 vouche1-s at the Greenfield 
Housing .Authority. 

Psychology plays an enonnous role in 
the use of money, according to Campbell. 
''We strut our classes with how people 
personally relate to money," she said, "in 
order to take it out of the purely intellec­
tual realm. Many of our buying decisions 
are emotional. By being more open and 
honest with our budget, we cai1, hopeful­
ly, leai11 to make sounder choices in how 
we spend our money." 

The rut of sifting through alternatives 
is cmcial to becorning a savvy consumer, 
Canipbell said. "It's impo1tai1t to consid­
er other options than the fu-st idea that 
comes to mind in meeting budget needs, 
especially in contemplating a large pur­
chase." 

For exaniple, using newspaper and 
flyer coupons, buying in bulk, and plan­
ning your spending ai·om1d cu!1'ent sales 
at the local food stores can all be ve1y 
simple but extremely helpful means of 
stretching your food shopping dollars. 

Canipbell's recent class for seniors 

see MONEY pq 6 

But Bradley was not fazed. "Have you heard of 
the Flat Eaith Society?" he asked Tolg. "You can 
find people to disagree with eve1y proposition. But 
global wanning is real. It is not something a bunch 
of scientists dreanied up. I've spent a lot of time 
talking with Congressional inquisitors who take 
that line, but I'm convinced they ai·e a dying 
breed." 

"We've been called out 41 
times already this season for 
sanding and plowing," said 
highway boss Tom Bergeron. 
"We were only called out 57 
times all last season. And in all 
of Januaiy, there've only been 
two days when the temperature 
got above 32 degrees." 

The highway depa1tment has 
been fielding a lot of complaints 
this week about the condition of 
town roads, potholed and wash­
boarded with ridges of solid ice 
that make travel treacherous. 
Bergeron reported to the select­
board on Febma1y 2nd -
Groundhog Day - that this 
winter's plowing issues show no 
signs of letting up soon, and a 
lot of the problem is due to 
breakdowns of the depa1tment's 
aging equipment. 

If Bradley is co!1'ect, and he has reams of scien­
tific evidence to back him up, then Congressional 
naysayers on the topic of manmade climate change 
will not be the only species facing extinction in the 
coming yeai-s. As a result of cai·bon fuel consump­
tion in a world that is adding a quaiter of a million 
humans to the total population each and every day, 
Bradley predicts a combination of effects -
including a rise in mean global temperatures of up 
to 5 degrees Celsius ( or 9 degrees Fahrenheit) with­
in this centmy, coupled with an increase in the 
acidification of the oceans, a rise in ocean levels of 

Take the last sto1m for exam­
ple. On January 28th, Bergeron 
said, "The sto1m sta1ted about 
four in the morning. We had 
light snow througl1 most of the 

see GLOBAL page 9 see EQUIPMENT pg 8 

GMRSD Budget Process Moves Forward 
BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
GILL - MONTAGUE - With the pre­
liminary Fiscal 2010 school budget for 
the Gill-Montague Regional School 
District now pegged at a 2.7% increase 
above last year, the process for estab­
lishing an actual budget number con­
tinues. 

The school committee's first step 
has been to set up a process by which 
they can meet together with town offi­
cials to develop a budget they hope 
will meet the needs of both the schools 
and the towns. The school committee 
has decided to meet on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in between their reg­
ular meetings, to work on the budget. 
These will be public meetings, with 
members of town gove1mnent invited 
to attend. 

The first such budget meeting was 
held on Janua1y 20th, with continued 
discussion in the regular school com­
mittee meeting held on January 27th. 
By holding budget meetings with the 

full school committee present, instead 
of continuing the fo1mer system of 
having the budget sub-committee meet 
separately to analyze the numbers and 
make budget decisions to report back 
to the full committee for a vote, the 
school committee hopes for more pub­
lic awareness around the budget devel­
opment process for residents of the dis­
trict. All meetings will be posted, open 
to the public and broadcast live on 
local access Channel 17 through 
MCTV. 

Addressing the long delay that led 
to a mshed decision on the prelimina1y 
budget last week, school committee 
chair Ma1y Kociela explained that the 
lengthy debate over the FY09 budget 
had pushed discussion of the FYI 0 
budget off to Januaiy. "Ordinarily, we 
would have staited this in September," 
she said. 

Kociela presented the basic process 
agreed upon by the school committee. 
They have decided on four main goals 
for the budget process - to develop an 

see GMRSD pg 7 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
I'm Lovable 

Zeus 
My name is Zeus and I'm a 

five-year-old male orange and 
white cat in need of a good 
home. I'm sweet, friendly and 
loveable. I enjoy being petted 
and nibbed under my chin. I like 
treats and fishy foods and I 
absolutely adore catnip! I tested 
FIV+ in the shelter, and I'm 
looking for a home where I can 
be an only cat or live with other 
FIV+ cats. For more info1ma­
tion on adopting me please con­
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email: 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

Corrections 
The photo for Faces and 

Places of Joseph A. Parzych last 
week was incoITectly credited to 
Joseph M. Parzych. In fact, it was 
taken by Joseph R. Parzych. 
Don't know how we mixed that 
up. 

Also last week, on a page 9 
preview of a new rut show at the 
Rendezvous, we managed to 
inisspell the name of aitist Cathe 
Janke, whose first name begins 
with a C, not a K, and for both 
these eITors we do apologize. 

Feel Like a Brand New Person! 
W-nha 
Haircut at 
Ed's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karrii\1111 

"54 Years on the Ave" 

m:oe ;fflontague 
~eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tltis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

en-or occlm·ed. Toe publishers 
reserve the tight to refuse adver­
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Love and Family Stories 

BY RUTH O'MARA Valentine's Party 
TURNERS FALLS - Children at the Carnegie Library 
and their families are invited to On Saturday, Febmary 7th at 
come and enjoy story hour at 10:30 a.m., the Carnegie 
the Carnegie Library on Libra1y will hold its annual 
Wednesdays at 10:15 am., with children's Valentine's Party. 
stories, crafts, music, activities Children of all ages can come 
and snacks. The weekly free and make fun Valentine 
series is designed for kids under inspired crafts, cards and heart 
age 5. This is a great time to themed projects; all materials 
meet new people, listen to sto- provided. Parents and other 
ries, chat and spend a caregivers are welcome to 
Wednesday morning. Coffe.e come and create a special 
and juice will be available. Valentine at this free program. 
Great for home schoolers! Refreshments will be served. 

February 5, 2009 

This month's schedule: For more info1mation, contact 
Febmaiy 11th - Love and Fainily the Carnegie Library, 201 
Stories, Febmary 18th - Pets, Avenue A, Turners Falls at 
and Febma1y 25th - Owl Tales. 863-3214. 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 

5 tephanie Marshall plays at the dedica­
tion of the Brick House Community 

Arn & Performance Space on Jan. 21st. 

PARZVCH ESCAPES 
JOE M. PARZYCH 
GILL - My father, 
Joseph A. Parzych, 
better known as the 
Gill Gourmet, has 
figured out the code 
to the lock on the 
door of the nursing 
home, and made 
good his escape. He 
is expected home 
sometime this after­
noon (Wednesday), 
and should be lying 
low for the next few 
weeks, catching up on 
conespondence, and 
perfecting new 
recipes. Thank you for 
all your good wishes 
for his recovery. 

Music and Movement Benefit Social 
BY LINDA HICKMAN to help support the Music and 
MONTAGUE CENTER - Movement weekly series at the 
There will be an Ice Cream libraries. Chances to win Boston 
Social at the Montague Center Red Sox tickets, donated by Rist 
Libra1y on Wednesday, Insurance, will also be sold at 
Febmary 11th from 6 - 8 p.m. the social. The drawing will be 
The Friends of the Montague in March. For more informa­
Public Libraries are mnning this tion, call the Carnegie Library, 
ftm event, with proceeds going 863-3214. 

LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Legislative Breakfast 

Erving Librarv News 
New Hours 

BY BARBARA FRIEDMAN -
The Erving public libra1y will 
now be open Stmdays! As of 
F ebmaiy I st, our new hours are: 
Sunday 1 a.m. -4 p.m., Monday 
I a.m. - 7 p m., Wednesday I 0 
am. - 4 p m., and Thursday 1 
am. - 7 pm. 

BY LINDA WENTWORTH- 14th annual library legislative future cuts to the interlibra1y 
Libraries are essential for eco- breakfast for the district of state loan system are feared. 
noinic development and strong senator Stan Rosenberg (D - Libra1y supporters from 
communities, and especially Amherst). throughout Rosenberg's district 
essential in hard times, when the Western Massachusetts are invited to attend. Among the 
public depends on them for job- libraiy lovers are woITied that guests will be Senator 
hunting resources, educational many services, including deliv- Rosenberg himself, Brady 
materials, free sources of enter- ery of interlibrary loans, are at Menigan, legislative aide to 
tainment, money-saving guides, risk. Interlibrary loans have state representative Christopher 
and more. grown at such a phenomenal Donelan, and state representa-

On Friday, Febmary 13th, rate in recent years that C/W tives Denis Guyer, Peter Kocot, 
from 7:30 am. - 9:00 a.m., the MARS has this month been Stephen Kulik, John Scibak, 
Leverett Libra1y on 75 forced to reduce the number of and Ellen Story. 
Montague Road will host the holds patrons can place, and 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES --Feb. 9th to 13th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. Cotmcil on Aging 
director is Bunny Caldwell. For 
information or to make rese1va­
tions call 863-9357. Meal reser­
vations need to be made a day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. Meal site 
manager is Chris Richer. The 
Center offers a hot noon meal 
weekdays to any senior. A reser­
vation is necessaiy and trans­
po1tation can be provided. 

Monday, 9th 
9:00 a.m. - 11 :00 am. Foot 
screening Gill and Montague 
residents only. Advance registra­
tion needed. Fee $5.00. 
10: 00 a m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, 10th 
9:00 a.m. Walking, weather per­
initted 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, 11th 
9:00 am. - 11:00 a.m. Foot 
screening Gill and Montague 
residents only. Advance registra­
tion needed. Fee $5.00. 
10: 00 a m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 

Thursday, 12th 
10:00 am. Coffe.e & 
Conversation 
10:30 a.m. Michelle Miner 
from Harborside will speak on 
Sleeping and Insomnia. Learn 
what is n01mal, what causes 
insomnia, and how to deal with 
it. 
1 :00 pm. Pitch 
F1iday, 13th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a m. Easy Aerobics 
AARP Tax-Aide volunteers will 
be providing free tax return 
preparation for Montague and 
Gill Seniors at Montague Senior 
Center. Please call to make an 
appointment. A few openings 
ai·e still available on Mai·ch 
24th. AARP Tax-Aide vohm­
teers work in conjunction with 
the IRS to bring you this se1vice. 
If filing a joint rehll'll, both 
spouses should attend the 
appointment unless impossible. 
Call the center for details. 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Eivingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p m. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
information and rese1vations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at 413-423-3308. Ltmch 

daily at 11 :30 am. with reserva­
tions a day in advance by 11 :00 
am. Transportation can be pro­
vided for meals, Thursday shop­
ping, or medical necessity by 
calling Polly Kiely at 413-423-
3308. 

Monday, 9th 
9 am. Exercise 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 10th 
9 am. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 11th 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
12 noon Bingo 
Thursday, 12th 
9:00 am. Aerobics. 
Friday, 13th 
9 am. Bowling 
11:30 am. Ltmch: 
12:30 pm. Embroidery 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Kathy Swaim is the direc­
tor: (978) 544-2020. Call for 
hours and upcoming programs. 
Upcoming wiiting workshop 
Monday, February 16th, 7 - 9 
p.m. This first meeting of a 
series is to explore the direction 
of interests for the program. 
Please register for the workshop 
with meeting chairperson Nina 
Keller at 978-544-2857. 

Senior Chair Yoea Classes 

Chair Yoga classes with 
Jean Erlbaum will be held at 
the Montague Senior Center, 
62 5th Street, Turners Falls, on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. -
11 : 15 a.m. on the following 
Tuesdays: March I 0th, 17th, 
24th, 31st, April 14th, 21st, 
28th, May 12th, 19th, and 26th. 
These classes offer a good 
stretch and strengthening for 
muscles, oiling for joints and 
ftm! People from all towns and 
all skill levels, including folks 
in wheelchairs, are invited. 
There is a discotmted price of 
$2.00 for each class. Pre-regis­
tration is not required. For 
more info1mation, call Bunny 
Caldwell at 413-863-4500. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Amy Vieu 
Grade 7 

Tyler Richardson 
Grade 8 

Rylen Kelly 
Hannah Harvey 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

THE 

SHADY 
N 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey • Tues. 
Chicken Fricassie • Wed: Chicken 

Souvtaki, Rice• Thurs Corn Beef & 
Cabbage • Fri: Fried Scallops 

Sat Yankee Pot Roast 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 
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Director of Assessing Aims for Accuracv 

Barbara Miller 
Montague's Director of Assessing 

JENAUDLEY 
MONTAGUE Barbara 
Miller, Montague's new direc­
tor of assessing, landed in the 
deep end of the town's budget 
woes when she started work on 
July 2nd, 2008, and she's bare­
ly come up for air since. 
However, since tax bills finally 
went out last week, Miller said, 
"We're still busy - we'll 
always be busy - but now 
we're busy in a more normal 
way." 

Miller, who comes to 
Montague with experience in 
the assessors offices of 
Blandford, Easthampton, and, 
most recently, Hatfield, has 
nothing but praise for her col­
leagues in the assessors office, 
Jessica St. Amand, assessing 
clerk, and Doug McIntosh, 

assessing technician, and for the 
town's elected board of asses­
sors. "Our job is to ensure fair 
and equitable values for every­
one, and having a strong group 
with continuity is a key to that." 

Miller, who lives an hour 
away in Chester, applied for the 
job at the suggestion of her pre­
decessor, JoAnn Greenleaf, 
who retired at the end of the last 
fiscal year. 

"I thought it was too far 
away," Miller recalled on a 
recent snowy day at her office in 
town hall. The long drive out for 
an interview confirmed her 
apprehensions. "And then I saw 
the canal with the path running 
alongside it, and I changed my 
mind. I thought 'I'll walk on 
that bike path at lunchtime 
eve1y day."' 

Wintry weather and the 
town's new half-hour lunch pol­
icy have made that more chal­
lenging, but Miller looks for­
ward to more time outdoors 
come spring. 

Miller set the FY 2009 tax 
rate using values set by 
Greenleaf and sales data from 
2007, among other variables, as 
required by the state 
Department of Revenue. She 
said that from what she's seen 
so far, Montague's property val­
uations seem to be "in good 
shape." However, she added 
several a1ticles to the warrant 
for the December 2008 town 
meeting, some of which were 
aimed at ensuring that elderly 
and blind property owners 
would have access to the maxi­
mum abatements allowable 

under the current state tax code. 
"I want to do everything I can to 
help," said Miller, recognizing 
the financial challenges facing 
the town and its residents. 

Miller said that for the prop­
erty tax system to be truly fair 
and equitable, assessments must 
be accurate. "We do have to 
measure and look inside peo­
ple's houses, but not because 
we're looking for reasons to 
raise their taxes. Really, our 
goal is to make sure the record 
for each prope1ty is accurate." 

Miller encouraged prope1ty 
owners to review their prope1ty 
record cards and said she's glad 
to help them do so. 

"Anyone is welcome to come 
in and ask questions or look at 
their property record card. Our 
goal is transparency." 

Students Donate to Dakin Animal Shelter Superintendent Search 
BY PAUL COHEN 
TURNERS FALLS 
Students and teachers from 
the Pre-Employment 
Program (PEP) at Franklin 
County Technical School 
presented Lori Swanson, 
director of the Dakin 
Animal Shelter in 
Leverett, with a check for 
$500, proceeds from a suc­
cessful December sale of 
colorful, homemade 
scarves donated by 
Charlotte Choleva. 
Following the presentation 
of the check, the students 
were treated to a tour of 
the shelter and an opporh1-
nity to pet the many cats 
and dogs available for 
adoption. 

Photo: Top Ron;, left to right: Vocational instructor Gf!Y Lapollo, 
Anna Dingman from Greenfield, Melissa Coleman from Orange, 

Nick Pasiecnik from Dee,fteld, Corry Therien from Erving, The PEP program is a 
unique, tuition based pro­
gram designed for students 
with developmental 

Kenny Kuklewiczfrom Montague, Scott Dean from Charlemont, paraprofessional 
Brittnry Foi.ry. Bottom ron;, left to right: Academic instructor 

delays. This small but 
effective program works 
with sh1dents on many educational 
and independent living skills. 
Acadeinic skills such as reading, 
math and critical thinking are 
practiced daily. Life skills such as 
cooking and latmdry, and shop 

Chades Choleva, Alicia Rhodes from Greenfield, teaching assistant 
JoAnn Stafford, Dakin's Lori Swanson. 

trade skills such as auto detailing, 
recycling processing, machine 
technology, culinary arts, auto 
technology and office technology 
are some of the employment skills 
that offer our sh1dents a better 

chance toward fuhll'e independent 
living and job placement. 

For more info1mation about the 
Pre-Employment Program, please 
contact FCTS special education 
director Leslie Brown. 

The Gill-Montague 
Regional School 
Cominittee is seeking vol­
unteers to serve on an 
advisory cominittee to 
assist with the search for a 
new superintendent of 
schools. Search cominit­
tee member must cominit 

teachers, three parents, 
one administrator, one 
sh1dent, one senior citi­
zen, two town officials, 
and the special education 
director, and will be 
assisted by Pat Correira 
from the Massachusetts 
Association of School 

to an interview schedule Cominittees. 
covering five days in Any interested party 
March: 3/9, 3/11, 3/12, who would like to be con-
3/16 and 3/17, from 6 sidered for the adviso1y 
p.m. to 9:15 p.m. each cominittee should notify 
evening. The search com- the school cominittee in 
Inittee will be responsible writing by Februa1y 20th. 
for narrowing a seini- Letters of interest can be 
finalist field of eight to ten sent to the GMRSD, 35 
candidates to three to five Crocker Avenue, Tumers 
candidates. The cominit- Falls, MA 01376 Attn: 
tee will be comprised of Mary Kociela, 
12 individuals: three Superintendent Search. 

~ "OaAe.Jt..t.. -Offi.cc J~ 

I A best seller by Brian A. Donelson 
Volume I - 1870 - 1910 

I • • • I 
• 

The Hoosac Tunnel & Wilmi11gto11 
a11d Dee,field River Railroads and 

The Industries Tirey Se rued 

"A splendid book, a stunning achievemen 
- InnarieJones in the Greenfield Recorder 

l3)774-2MS• 31Hlnl, 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Greenlleld 
Oo-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

MontagueWeb Works.com 

build I ma11age I create I 413.522.4808 ,. 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Montague, MA 01351 

$- EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367·2212 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 
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Investing in America 
REP. JOHN OLVER workers. Here are some key 
AMHERST - As you may investments I thought you would 
know, on Wednesday, January be interested to hear about: 
28th, the House of 
Representatives passed the TAX CUTS: 

American Recovery and Tax Cuts for American 
Reinvestment Act by a vote of Families ($185 billion over 10 
244 - 188. Developed with the years) - will provide immediate 
Obama administration, this job and sustained tax relief through a 
creation package will rebuild refundable tax credit of up to 
America, making us more glob- $500 per worker ($1000 per cou­
ally competitive and energy ple filing jointly), phasing out at 
independent, transfonning our $200,000 for couples filing 
economy for long-te1m growth, jointly and $100,000 for single 
and investing quickly in the filers. This bill also expands the 
economy. child tax credit, the earned 

The need for action is both income tax credit, and the credit 
real and urgent. Banks are not for first-time home purchasers. 
lending; credit is frozen, and a Business Tax Incentives to 
staggering 2.6 million American Create Jobs and Spur 
jobs were lost last year alone. Investment ($20 billion over JO 
Our unemployment rate in years) - will provide incentives 
Massachusetts is now at seven to create new jobs with tax cred­
percent. We need a shock, an its for hiring recently discharged 
infusion of capital, to keep the tmemployed veterans and youth 
economy from flat lining. that have been out of work and 

This package will provide the 
jolt necessaiy to get our econo­
my moving again. And the 
impact will be seen and felt 
quickly: the Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that if 
this bill is enacted, by the end of 
this yeai· we will have 3.6 mil­
lion more jobs than if we do 
nothing. In fact, the stimulus will 
bring or save 95,000 jobs in our 
state alone. 

The stimulus plan's provi­
sions are far-reaching, address­
ing eve1ything from building a 
green economy to providing tax 
cuts to 95 percent of American 

out of school for the six months 
prior to hire; and help businesses 
quickly recover costs of new 
capital investment. 

Tax Incentives to Spur Energy 
Savings and Create Green Jobs 
($20 billion over 10 years) -
extends the production tax credit 
for electricity derived from alter­
native sources (such as wind, 
biomass, geothe1mal, and 
hydropower); expands tax cred­
its for energy efficient invest­
ments in homes. 

HELPING WORKERS HURT BY 

THE RECESSION: 

• Helping Workers Find Jobs 
- provides approximately $5 bil­
lion for job training and place­
ment se1vices. 

• &dending and Improving 
Unemployment Benefits - contin­
ues through December 2009 the 
extended tmemployment bene-
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fflontague l\.eporter 
S8 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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LETTER TO tltTHE EDITOR 

More on Ted Martin 
I, too, would like to say you did a wonderful 

job in the a1ticle about Ted Martin (MR VII #14: 
Run Down in His Prime). I didn't have the priv­
ilege of knowing Ted, but it is cleai· that he was a 
ve1y dedicated officer, father and friend. 

what an officer goes through eve1y day they put 
on their tmifo1m, and also what their family goes 
through. 

My husband, Bob Htmter, was a police officer 
for many years in Montague and I know what a 
dedicated depa1tment the town has. Montague is 
ve1y lucky to have a police department like this. 
Being the wife of a police officer has shown me 

Your paper does such a wonderful job of 
repo1ting the news, and also getting to the hea1t 
of what happens in all of our towns and how it 
affects the citizens that live here! 

fits prograin (which provides up 
to 33 weeks of extended bene­
fits), thereby helping an addition­
al 3.5 million jobless workers. 

• Increasing Food Stamp 
Benefits - by over 13% to help 
offset rising food costs for more 
than 31 million Americans, half 
of whom ai·e children. 

• Increasing Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
(UHEAP) - provides $1 billion 
to help low-income fainilies pay 
for home heating and cooling. 

&<ponding Housing 
Assistance - increases suppo1t for 
several critical housing pro­
grams, including providing $4.2 
billion to help commtmities pur­
chase and rehabilitate foreclosed, 
vacant properties; $1.5 billion to 
provide sho1t-te1m rental assis­
tance and housing relocation and 
stabilization se1vices for fami­
lies; and $22 billion in direct 
loans and loan guai·antees to help 
rural fainilies and individuals buy 
homes during the credit crunch. 

TRANSPORTATION 

INFRAslRUCTURE: 

• Modernizing Roads and 
Bridges - creates 835,000 jobs 
through investment in transporta­
tion, with $30 billion for high­
way constiuction. 

• Improving Public Transit 
and Rail - creates 200,000 jobs 
with investments in ti·ansit and 
rail to reduce tiaffic congestion 
and dependence on foreign oil. 

ENERGY: 

• Smarter Energy Grid - cre­
ates $80 billion in temporaiy loan 
gtru·antees for renewable energy 
power generation and electric 
transmission projects that begin 
in the next two years. 

• Improving Energy Efficiency 
in Housing - invests in energy 
efficiency upgrades in HUD 
sponsored low-income housing, 
public housing, and more than 
one million modest-income 
homes. 

• Green Job Training and 
Energy Efficient Schools - $500 
million to ti·ain workers for 
green-collai· jobs. 

SCIENCE,TECHNOLOG~ 
& INNOVATION: 

• National Institutes of Health 
- $1.5 billion for biomedical 
reseai·ch jobs to study diseases 
such as Alzheimer's, 
Parkinson's, cancer, and heait 
disease. 

• Broadband and Wireless 
Seniice - $6 billion for extending 
broadband and wireless services 
to tmderse1ved commtmities 
across the cotmtly, so that rural 
businesses can compete. 

IIEALm CARE: 
• Protecting Health Care 

Coverage for Millions Through 
Medicaid - provides an estimated 
$87 billion in additional federal 
funds to help states maintain their 
Medicaid prograins in the face of 
massive state budget shortfalls. 

- Cindy Hunter 
Gill 

• Providing Health Insurance 
for Unemployed Workers - pro­
vides a 65% subsidy for COBRA 
premiums for up to 12 months. 

• Modernizing the Health 
Care System - provides $20 bil­
lion to accelerate adoption of 
Health Info1mation Technology 
systems to save billions of dol­
lars, create high-tech jobs, reduce 
medical enors, and improve 
quality. 

EDUCATION: 

• Making College More 
Affordable - improves cunent 
higher education tax credits and 
makes them accessible to more 
low-income students 

• Investing in Early Childhood 
Development - provides $2.1 bil­
lion for Head Strut, thereby pro­
viding se1vices for 110,000 addi­
tional children; provides $2 bil­
lion to provide child care se1vic­
es to an additional 300,000 chil­
dren in low-income families. 

• Preventing Teacher Layoffs 
and Education 0.1ts by the St.ates 
- establishes a $79 billion State 
Fiscal Stabilization Fund to pre­
vent teacher layoffs and other 
cuts in education. 

The scope of this package 
reflects the gravity of the eco­
nomic crisis. This investment in 
American infrastructure and 
American workers will put us 
back on track and help us lay a 
solid fotmdation to build upon. 
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Nuclear Power Debated 

Moderator Buz:{ Eisenberg (second from left) keeps Michael Dairy (l-r), 
H01vard Shaffer, and Mark Gilmore on track at the Buckland debate on 
the merits of nuclear p01ver. (Deb Katz is pictured top left, front page.) 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
BUCKLAND - The pros and 
cons of nuclear power in general 
- and Vermont Yankee in partic­
ular - kept an audience of about 
40 West County residents capti­
vated on the second floor of the 
Buckland town hall for three 
hours on Tuesday night, as mod­
erator Buzz Eisenberg, of 
Ashfield, tossed questions to a 
panel made up of two anti­
nuclear activists (Deb Katz, of 
Rowe, director of the Citizens 
Awareness Network and alterna-

tive energy specialist Michael 
Daley, of Westminster, VT) and 
two Entergy Nuclear employees 
(nuclear engineer Howard 
Shaffer, of Enfield, NH, and 
Mark Gilmore, of Deerfield, 
Entergy emergency evacuation 
planner). The event was broad­
cast live on Buckland/Shelbwne 
and Greenfield community tele­
vision stations. 

Although the fonnat had the 
potential for fireworks, there 
were few sparks flying in what 
Eisenberg aptly characterized as 

Proper Disposal of Household Hazards 

Jessica Harmon Illustration 

BY AMY DONOVAN 
GREENFIELD - Have you 
updated your old wall motmted 
the1mostat to a digital one? If so, 
don't throw out that old the1mo­
stat; it is hazardous waste. The 
Franklin Cotmty Solid Waste 
Disti'ict would like to remind 
Montague residents how to 
properly dispose of common 
household hazards. The items 
below should be kept out of the 

trash. Residents of other towns 
can find info1mation specific to 
their towns in an upcoming town 
newsletter, or by contacting the 
Solid Waste Disti'ict. 

The following items may be 
properly disposed of, free of 
charge, by handing them to the 
Montague transfer station atten­
dant* (due to safety concerns, 
residents should not deposit 
items in the shed themselves): 

•Cellphones 
• Rechargeable batteries: 

fotmd in cell phones, cordless 
phones, some cameras, cordless 
power tools, laptops, etc. 

• Alkaline batteries 
• Motor oil 

Mercmy containing items, 
also accepted free of charge: 

• Wall mounted thermo­
stats, non-digital (also accepted 
at District office, address below) 

• Thermometers with silver 
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a "civil discourse," with each 
side doing their level best to get 
their points across, and finding a 
surprising degree of common 
grotmd in a call for more energy 
conse1vation and alternative 
energy production. The panelists 
pa1ted ways when it came to the 
timetable for bringing enough 
renewable energy on line to make 
Vennont Yankee obsolete, with 
Katz and Daley saying the 37-
year-old 620 MW boiling water 
reactor could be taken off line 
now - and ce1tainly by 2012 
when the plant's original operat­
ing license expires - with no 
discernable impact to Franklin 
Cotmty ratepayers or the reliable 
delive1y of electricity to New 
England, and Shaffer and 
Gilmore saying such a move 
would cause rates to increase, 
with no steady base load supply 
available today to replace the 
nuclear plant's output. 

In his opening remarks, 
Shaffer, an engineer with 40 
years experience in the field, who 
helped design Mark I reactors 
including Ve1mont Yankee, said, 
"Radiation and radioactivity are 
natural forces. The stm mns on a 
natural chain reaction. Radiation 
is a natural force of nature, like 

liquid (also accepted at District 
office, address below) 

• Button batteries fotmd in 
hearing aids, watches, calcula­
tors, toys, singing greeting cards 

• Silent light switches 
• Furnace or boiler controls 

Other common household 
hazardous waste, accepted at 
Montague transfer station for a 
small fee: 

• All fluorescent light bulbs, 
including the new energy-saving 
compact fluorescent lights ( also 
accepted at Home Depot and 
Aubuchon Hardware, free of 
charge) 

• Ballasts from fluorescent 
light fixtures 

The following special 
wastes may be brought to the 
transfer stations listed below. 
Fees may apply. 

• Oil based paints, thinners, 
lacquers, and other paint-related 

fire. Like fire, we have problems 
with radioactivity sometimes. 
This doesn't mean we should 
give up using it. We get a lot of 
benefits from radiation and 
radioactivity," and he gave exam­
ples like ship propulsion, nuclear 
medicine, and electrical power 
production. 

He quoted Marie Cw'ie (a pio­
neer in the field of nuclear medi­
cine, who died of radiation poi­
soning), "Nothing is to be feared; 
eve1ything is to be tmderstood." 

Deb Katz said, "We're really 
at a crossroads in the way we deal 
with energy at this point. We 
have monumental decisions to 
make, and not a lot of time to 
make them. Ve1mont Yankee's 
license is expiring in 2012. What 
kind of energy do we want for 
our children's foture? Act 160, 
which CAN helped to pass, 
empowered the Vermont legisla­
ture to make the decision on 
whether to allow Ve1mont 
Yankee's license to be extended 
for 20 more years;" (that vote is 
now pending in the statehouse in 
Montpelier). 'That is revolution­
a1y! We have a decision to make. 
Do we want to continue a legacy 
of nuclear waste on the banks of 
the Connecticut River, or do we 

items (Latex paint can be dried 
out and put in the trash) 

• Transmission fluid 
• Anti-freeze 

Locations: residents may 
bring the above materials to 
these transfer stations at the des­
ignated times: 

1. Bernardston Transfer 
Station: First Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m. - 11 am. (Dec.­
Apr.); 

8 am. - 12 noon (May-Nov.) 
Rt. 91, Exit 28A to IO N, right 
on Men'ifield, 1-ight on Nelson 
D11ve 

2. Conway Transfer 
Station: 
First Saturday of the month, 11 
am. - 2 p.m. Rt. 5/10 to 116N to 
Whately Rd, bear right at Old 
Cricket Hill Rd, up hill 

3. Colrain Transfer Station: 
Eve1y Saturday 8 a.m. - 4 p m. 
Rt. 2 to Rt. 112N, left on 
Charlemont Road 
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want sustainable energy for ow· 
foture, a legacy we can be proud 
of?" 

Mark Gilmore said he had 
agreed to speak at the debate 
because at Ve1mont Yankee, 
"You have a lot of people work­
ing at a facility that doesn't have 
a lot of open press. I interface 
with the local communities in the 
emergency planning zone. I'm a 
firefighter. I know the facts of 
radioactive mate11al. I'm here to 
try to get good info1mation into 
people's hands who deal with 
emergency evacuation planning, 

see NUCLEAR pg 10 

'The smallest dose of 
10111-level ionizing radiation 
has the potential to cause an 
increase in health risks to 
humans. The health risks 
- particular!); the develop­
ment of solid cancers in 
organs -rise proportional!); 
1vith exposure. " 

- from the National 
Academy of Sciences' 

report on the Biological 
Effects of Ionizing 

Radiation; 
June 29th, 2005 

Hazardous wastes not listed 
here may be brought to the 
annual Household Hazardous 
Waste collection held in 
Montague, Charlemont, and 
Orange each September. 

Links for more info1mation: 
www.mass.gov/dep/toxics/st 

ypes/products.htm 
www.franklincountywaste­

district.org/mercwy.htinl 
www.franklincountywaste­

district.org/what_ do _i _do_ with. 
htlnl: the Solid Waste Disti'ict's 
listing of proper disposal for 
over 350 items. 

* The Montague transfer sta­
tion is located off Turnpike 
Road, behind Judd Wire, and is 
open: Wednesday 7:00 a.m. -
2:30 p.m., and Saturday, 7:00 
a.m. - noon 

For more information call 
413-772-2438 or visit: 
www.franklincounty- lllltlll 
wastedistrict.org. II~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

R~JiWBH 

~ An111al 
'CS Heating 

Svstem 
Cleaning 

~ PlumbllU 
•~ Repairs 

~ UCENSED 
'CS TECH­

NICIANS 

#M10588 (MA) 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic 

Route 2, Gill 
863-4049 1-800-439-4049 

8-5 Mon-Fri (closif;~D 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Now accepting calls for fall clean-up and new clients 
for snow removal within 12 miles of Montague Center" 

Res, enfia & Commer<1a - fu lnwre 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

Crescent Moon 
Firearms 

TAKING ORDERS FDR ALL YOUR 

FIREARM & AMMUNITION NEEDS 

Alan Lambert 
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MONEY from 1 
went into depth on ways of 
making ends meet in a troubled 
economy. The cuniculum 
offered advice on declaring 
bankruptcy, the difference 
between good debt (affordable 
mo1tgages that build assets and 
equity and loans for college) 
versus bad debt (buying things 
you can't afford or don't need), 
learning which bills to pay first, 
and tracking all expenses. 

"It's hard to be realistic and 
objective about what we can 
afford," Campbell said. "People 
have a lot of guilt when they 

come to the realization they're 
spending more than they can 
afford. This causes stress, and 
when they have to decide which 
bill to pay, when they can't pay 
them all, this is a wakeup call 
that a person needs to do 
something differently in their 
approach to money." 

Again, Campbell noted, 
financial acumen is tied to 
personal psychology. "We tend 
to base our self-wo1th on 
money," Campbell said, "and the 
things it can buy. Some people 
judge others on what they have, 
instead of who they are. So, ifwe 

Instructors Melinda Kosterman (left) and Ellen Campbell 

"With the patch, 
I didn't have to 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

have a comfortable relationship 
with our money and choose our 
friends based on solid values, we 
tend to have a better life." 

Furthe1more, emotional 
spending is a critical piece of 
money problems. "Spending just 
doesn't buy happiness. 
Mismanagement of money only 
leads to disaster - debt, regret, 
broken dreams, and a basement 
full of junk." 

In addition, Section 8 home 
ownership coordinator Davis 
added that credit is another 
important pa1t of sound financial 
control. Traditionally, credit is 
granted on the Three C's -
capacity, capital, and character. 

"Consumers should be fully 
aware," Davis said, "of how their 
buying habits will affect their 
credit. The lower your credit 
score, the higher your APR 
(Annual Percentage Rate) will 
be for purchases. It's very 
important that consumers obtain 
their free annual report from one 
of the major credit reporting 

quit smoking alone." • 
Katrina Bergman 
quit smoking 
2 years ago. 

If you're ready to quit smoking, here's some great news. Right 
now you can get 2 weeks of nicotine patches, FREE, to get 
you started. Just call 1-800-Try-To-Stop for the details. 

Quitting isn't easy. But people who use medicines like the 
patch and get support are twice as likely to quit as those who 
go cold turkey. Now you don't have to fight cigarettes alone. 

1-800-Try-To-Stop 

FIGHT 4YOURLIFE. 
OUIT NOW. 

Franklin County and North Quabbin 
residents only. Medical restrictions apply. 
Offer good through February 28, 2009. 

~.~ '''"'""' '''"' """""'"' ,_,. '"'" , ... llli 1\j!, e· in collaboration with the Community Coalition for Teens, 
\.= 'i:i/ A Program of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments 

-~;;.., 

agencies." The Big Three credit 
agencies are Equifax, Experian, 
and TransUnion. 

The many topics covered by 
the financial management class 
for seniors included learning 
about attitudes, values, and goals 
about money; budgeting; 
banking services, savings, and 
long term planning; plus money 
saving tips and how to review a 
credit repo1t. 

Campbell, who is retiring 
Febmary 27th, said she received 
a lot of satisfaction by helping 
people solve their difficulties 
with money. 

"A gentleman in the class 
volunteered that he had money 
problems in the past, and was 
doing much better now as a 
result of the class. That really 
delighted me." 

On the day of Campbell's 
retirement, a farewell paity is 
planned in the community room 
at the Greenfield Housing 

Authority from 3:30 to i•■..., 
5:30 pm. !I 
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Mtt001111,,01w1m,e10 
OLD DEERFIELD - The 
Pioneer Valley Institute will 
bring Charlemont librarians 
Bambi Miller and Ma1y 
Boehmer and their popular 
programs on the 19th Centmy 
abolitionist movement in 
western Massachusetts to Old 
Deerfield on Thursday, 
Febmary 12th, at 7:00 pm., 
when Miller and Boehmer offer 
"Remembrance of Our Past." 
The pair take on the personae of 
cousins Ma1y Leavitt and 
Elizabeth Field, members of the 
well-known abolitionist Leavitt 
fainily. The following Thursday, 
Febmary 19th, at 7:00 pm., 
they will again discuss the 
Underground Railroad and the 
role that needlework and 
quilting played in that era in a 
program called "Hands and 
Hearts to Cloth". Both 
programs, which will be held at 
the Deerfield Teachers Center , 
are free and open to the public. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PFTFR UJATFRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

IntCI·io,· 978 544 6534 Ueodell t Exterior - - MA 
~-..-.iii.:"\-f"'aii."\-r.iiii.'\-~-.raiii:-\--~- ~ 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB, CRS, GRT 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ge, 1 Johnson & AssonatEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/ 413-863-3 780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 



February 5, 2009 

The Neighborhood ToXicol•ist 
Going for Peanuts 

BY EMILY MONOSSON Trader Joe's) Spicy Kung Pao 
MONTAGUE CENTER - Chicken, Big Y Sundae Cones 
Lately, I've been craving peanut and Famous Amos Soft Batch 
butter. Maybe it's because my Peanut Butter cookies. But so 
husband finished off the jar a far, the only brand of actual 
week or so ago, and didn't put it peanut butter recalled is King 
on the list (gnn), or maybe it's Nut, a brand distributed only 
because I can't pick up a through food se1vices. 
newspaper without reading about Plunking a jar of Teddy All 
the great peanut butter recall. Natural peanut butter onto the 
Although you'd think that check-out belt at Stop & Shop, I 
hearing peanut butter linked with felt a little sheepish. Was anyone 
Salmonella - as it so often is these wondering if I'd been in a news 
days - would be enough to scare blackout for the past few weeks? 
me away, you can't reason with a Who in their right mind would be 
craving. buying peanut butter when 

In the ongoing U.S. Food and peanut products are the stars of 
Drng Administration case the Federal Food and Drng 
making headlines around the Administration's (FDA) largest 
country, contaminated peanut food recall ever? Certainly not 
products have been linked to a Robe1t Humphrey, the retired 
single peanut processing plant insurance executive from 
owned by the Peanut Corporation Georgia, who according to the 
of America (PCA) in Blakely, Atlanta-Journal Constitution has 
Georgia, now the focus of a given up all peanut products 
criminal investigation. (normally a mainstay of his diet). 

In the largest food recall to And Hwnphrey isn't alone. In 
date, over 400 items and 31 Houston, schools pulled all 
million pounds of peanut product peanut products from vending 
have been removed from the machines and menus, as did 
shelves of stores and institutions. school districts in Michigan, 
The recall ranges from Clif Bars Connecticut and Califo1nia, 
and Luna bars that contain peanut among others. 
butter to Trader Ming's (AKA While I couldn't find any 

GMRSD from pg 1 
educationally sound budget, to 
build community support for 
the schools through public 
communication, to use the 
state's temporary budget 
oversight role to share 
responsibility for the budget, 

and to work with town officials 
to develop a sustainable budget 
for the disti·ict and towns for 
future years. 

In December, the state 
Department of Elementa1y and 
Secondary Education assumed 
fiscal oversight of the Gill-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Fights and Domestic Violence 

Thursday, 1/29 
7:41 p.m. Report of a domestic 
disturbance at a G Street address. 
Peace restored. 
Saturday, 1/31 
4:23 a.m. Report of a domestic 
disturbance at a West Main Street 
address. Arrested 

arg WI 

domestic. 
8:19 p.m Report of a ficJhtat Millers Pub. 
East Main Street. Arrested 

• Charged with disorderly 

Sunday, 2/1 
7:25 p.m. Report of a fight at 
ExxonMobil on Third Street. Peace 
restored. 
Monday, 2/2 
12:36 a.m. Report of an unwanted 
person at a Bridge Street address. 
Peace restored. 
12:57 p.m. Report of illegal dumping at 
an Old Northfield Road address. 
Referred to another agency. 
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evidence of Bay State districts 
jumping on the peanut ban­
wagon, according to Jim Loynd, 
food se1vice director for the Gill­
Montague district, "All of our 
elementaiy schools are peanut 
free. At the middle school and 
high school building we've 
checked to make sure we don't 
have products affected by recall. 
The only peanut butter products 
we have are from the USDA 
commodities progralll," which, 
according to their website, did 
not purchase any recalled peanut 
butter. 

Amidst all the foror, the FDA 
asse1ts, ''major national brands of 
jaffed peanut butter found in 
grocery stores are not affected by 
the [Peanut Corporation of 
America] recall," though they 
caution that some "boutique 
brands" of peanut butter may be 
subject to recall. 

Salmonella typhimurium isn't 
a bug to be trifled with. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention have reported over 
five hundred cases of illness from 
43 states since September, with a 
22% hospitalization rate. Eight 
deaths have tentatively been 
linked to the outbreak. 

Like most bacteria that live in 
or infect our guts, Salmonella 
typhimurium, are facultative 
anaerobic bacteria. That means 

Montague Regional School 
District, following the failure 
of the towns and the district to 
reach agreement on an '09 
budget. 

The DESE appointed 
associate commissioner Jeffrey 
Wulfson to oversee district 
finances, and the school 
committee agreed to invite him 
to attend one regular school 
committee meeting each 
month. Whatever meeting he 
attends will be held at 6:30 
p.m. instead of 7 p.m., to allow 
additional time for discussion 
of budget issues. 

Committee members agreed 
it was important that they 
include Wulfson in discussions 
on an ongoing basis. The 
chairs of the Gill and 
Montague finance committees 
and selectboards will be 
formally invited to attend these 

that they grow and thrive with or 
without oxygen. They're 
versatile, unlike one of my 
favorites, Clostridium botulinlllil, 
a strict anaerobe for which 
oxygen is toxic. When present in 
an ai1tight can, for example, 
Clostridium may produce 
botulinum toxin, one of the most 
potent toxins known. 
Fortunately for us, it not only 
produces toxin but also gaseous 
metabolic byproducts - enough to 
cause bulging lids in canned 
goods, cluing us in to its deadly 
presence. Last year at 
Stop&Shop, I picked up a nice 
toxic can of tuna. 

Salmonella infections, caused 
by ingesting containinated foods 
like undercooked chicken, eggs, 
and more recently tomatoes, are 
the most :frequently reported 
food-related infections in the 
U.S. While some studies indicate 
upwards of one million 
salmonella bacteria are required 
for you to experience acute onset 
of fever and chills, nausea and 
vomiting, abdominal cramping, 
and diaffhea, some outbreaks 
may be caused by just a few 
hundred bugs. 

The "infectious dose" varies 
based on a number of factors, 
including age and immunity of 
the host, and the food matrix. 
According to the USDA, foods 

meetings, to hear updates from 
Wulfson and to participate in 
budget making discussions. 

Rocke Reports Good News 
Ken Rocke reported that the 

governor's preliminary state 
budget keeps Chapter 70 
funding for the schools in 
place for FYl0 at last year's 
levels. This is the largest 
source of state education 
funding for the district. While 
this is relatively good news, 
compared to forecasts for cities 
and towns, where cuts of 10% 
or more are predicted for 
Fiscal '10, Rocke cautioned 
the budget still has to be 
approved by the legislahll'e. 

Rocke said there is also 
hope for stimulus money from 
the federal government to fund 
school disti·icts. He warned the 
committee not to count on this 
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high in fat, (like peanut butter) 
may protect the bacteria from 
harsh conditions in our guts. 

Wondering about my Teddy 
peanut butter, I found the 
American Peanut Council's web 
page (peanutsUSA.com) which 
lists links to dozens of company 
sites whose products have not 
(yet) been recalled, including the 
Leavitt Corporation of Everett, 
MA, that produces the Teddy 
brand. Teddy, they say, is clean. 
According to Leavitt's site, 
they've never used PCA 
products, and don't use peanut 
products from outside the 
company. 

While Teddy was clean, 
cruising the FDA recall site 
(www fda.gov/oc/opacom/hottop 
ics/salmonellatyph.html) I found 
reason to pitch the Keebler Toast 
& Peanut Butter Sandwich 
Crackers that had been sitting in 
the pantiy since last spring. 

If you've got peanut products 
in your house, I'd suggest taking 
a gander at the FDA site. Of 
course, if you're in doubt you'd 
do best to throw it out, especially 
when President Obama has just 
promised a complete review of 
FDA itself. 

Oh, and just in case you're 
wondering, it's been a week since 
we got the Teddy, and so far so 
good. 

money, or consider it in the 
budget process. 

In a presentation to the 
school committee, Rocke 
provided a detailed breakdown 
of 2008-2009 school 
expendihll'es as a starting point 
for forming a budget for FYl0. 

Superintendent Rocke 
stated that a lot of this 
information will be made 
available on the GMRSD 
website, in the 
"Superintendent's Corner." 

There will be a public 
hearing held next Tuesday, 
February 10 at 6 pm. at TFHS 
with a presentation on the 
budget and an opportunity for 
questions from the public. A 
regular Gill-Montague 
Regional District School 
Committee meeting will 
follow at 7 p m. u 
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from EQUIPMENT page 1 
morning. We sanded om main 
roads as usual and started 
plowing about 11 or 12 o'clock. 
The snow got heavier as the day 
went on," and freezing rain 
began to fall on top of the snow. 
"We continued plowing into the 
night." 

As dark came down, first one 
plow t:Iuck, then a second, were 
knocked out of commission 
with broken springs while 
plowing in Montague Center. 
Bergeron said this probably 
happened when the drivers 
turned too tight while making 
repeated passes to clear 
intersections, causing the plow 
blade to come into sudden 
contact with the cmb, or by 
hitting a pothole or hidden 
obstrnction, breaking the leaf 
springs. When a leaf spring 
snaps, it causes the huge t:Iuck to 
sway to one side. 

"My mechanic was plowing 
with the ten wheeler, and I had 
to call him in off of his route," to 
work on the disabled t:Iucks, 
Bergeron said. 

"A little bit later, the 2000 
Dodge pickup front drive shaft 
U-joints went. It's nine years 
old. That went down and we 
couldn't fix that until the 
morning." 

That breakdown occmTed on 
the top of the Hill, where, a little 
bit later during the same storm, 
the department's 1997 
Louisville L-8000 dump t:Iuck 
drive shaft fell out. 

That, along with the broken 
leaf springs, kept the 
depa1tment's mechanic, Steve 

Lively, busy all night. 
Leaf springs take several 

homs to repair, Bergeron said, 
while fixing the drive shaft is a 
matter of replacing the U-joints. 

In the meantime, Bergeron 
had to bring a driver in from 
Millers Falls and put him in 
Lively's IO-wheeler. He 
redeployed that driver's 
t:Iuck to one of the drivers 
idled by the spring repairs 
and sent him back to 
Montague Center. 

In all, Bergeron has 14 
plow drivers to keep 108 
miles of roads clear in an all 
day stom1 like the one that 
hit town last Wednesday. 
And with fom t:Iucks down, 
they fell behind. 

"All's we could do was 
play catch up through the 
evening," Bergeron re­
called. "Those that could, 
went out to help the routes 
that needed help." One by 
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is down in Springfield being 
fixed with t:I·ansmission issues," 
Bergeron said, a repair expected 
to cost $18,000 - $20,000, 
reducing the depa1tment's 
discretionaiy equipment fund to 
about $35,000. 

Meanwhile, with the string of 

' ·' 

one, ''The bucks got back up HYRUM HUSKEY PHOTO 

third loader that is in even worse 
condition than the one that 
wound up parked in front of the 
post office, and the one under 
repair in Springfield. 

The new machine will cost 
$99,584, with ti·ade-in. 

The town also had to spend 

and mnning." It} been a rouoh roadjor the DPW} equinment this winter. .. and it ain't overyet. 
Then, "Our 86 Ford .:, r 

Louisville L-8000, the shifting 
lever broke, bringing that down 
for the rest of the night. That put 
a lot of pressme on the pickup 
t:Iucks and the t:Iucks that were 
still mnning to finish up the rest 
of the town." 

To top it off, "A little later, 
after midnight, the fuel pump 
seized up on the front end 
loader, and it had to sit on the 
Avenue the rest of the night," 
parked by the post office where 
it rolled to a stop. 

The department has three 
front end loaders. "One of them 

storms and icy conditions, 
Bergeron acknowledged, 
"We're getting close to the 
bottom for the snow and ice 
budget. We'll have about 
$28,000 left after the next 
shipment of road salt comes in. 
One more good stonn will 
deplete that budget completely." 

And, "We don't have a lot on 
hand with Chapter 90 (state aid 
for local road repair and 
infrastrncture improvement). 
But with those funds, the 
depa1tment is pmchasing a new 
front end loader to replace a 

$60,000 of Chapter 90 funds on 
redesigning the Randall Road 
intersection with Greenfield 
Road, which will put the 
Greenfield Road reconshuction 
project in the "shovel ready" 
catego1y in time for a hoped for 
infusion of federal stimulus 
money in the weeks ahead. 
Bergeron said that leaves the 
town with only about $100,000 
on hand in Chapter 90 funds. 

Meanwhile, Bergeron said 
the mop up from last week's 
stonn has been taking the 
department all week. The 

% of us think it's 
important to make 
clear family rules about 
teen drinking. 
From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School parents. 
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freezing rain landing on plowed 
streets caused glare ice to fo1m, 
"which is what caught us," as 
one piece of equipment went 
down after another. 

"Keeping our equipment 
updated is important. An 
evening like that is a result of 

having aging equipment," 
Bergeron said. 

Beyond that, "We have to 
get some wa1mer weather. 
Then we could start 
scraping down some side 
st:I·eets and clearing the ice 
off." 

"I'm amazed you do as 
good as job as you do," said 
board member Patricia 
Pmitt, after Bergeron's 
presentation on Monday. "I 
realize comers have to be 
cut when equipment breaks 
down." 

Bergeron said he had one 
man out on disability, and 
was about to lose another 
for three months to a foot 
operation. 

In the last storm, some of 
his remaining crew worked 32 
hours straight, 
Bergeron said. 
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GLOBAL from page 1 
six to ten feet or more, the loss 
of rainfall and water supply in 
the tropics and high altitudes, 
melting of ice caps and glaci­
ers, increasingly severe weath­
er in formerly temperate 
climes, increasingly intense 
hurricanes, and the dismption 
of ecosystems and habitat 
worldwide. 

In addition, Bradley said, 
the worst effects of man-made 
climate change, driven by 
industrialized societies in the 
developed world, will fall hard­
est on the populations of the 
world that are in the most pre­
carious position to begin with, 
societies within 30 degrees of 
latitude of the equator, where 
the majority lives on less than 
two dollars a day, and subsists 
on food they grow, hunt, or 
catch for themselves. These 
hundreds of millions are facing 
coastal flooding, droughts, heat 
waves, and the precipitous dis­
mption of the growing condi­
tions they depend on for exis­
tence due to choices made in 
countries with far more affluent 
living standards, Bradley said. 

Bradley, who lives in 
Leverett and has authored 11 
books on the subject of climate 
change, has advised the World 
Bank and science foundations 
in the U.S., Switzerland, 
Sweden, Germany and the 
United Kingdom and studied 
climate variations for 30 years. 

He began his talk, which 
was sponsored by the Sacred 
Earth Committee of the 
Interfaith Council of Franklin 
County and the Greening 
Greenfield Energy Committee, 
by saying, "I know there is a 
subtext about the moral and 
ethical issues of global waim­
ing, but I am going to focus on 
the scientific evidence." 

His first slides showed the 
melting of the glaciers and ice 
cap on Mount Kilimanjaro, the 
highest point in Africa. In con­
trast, a photo taken of the 
mountain 80 years ago showed 
the ice at the peak covering at 
least four times as much mass 
as the photos taken by his col-

leagues last yeai·. 
Bradley pointed out that 

glacial melt from mountain 
ranges like the Himalayas and 
the Andes provides potable 
water for downstream popula­
tions in the Indian subcontinent 
and South America. "The avail­
ability of water becomes a crit­
ical issue in the tropics," where 
more than half the world's pop­
ulation lives, determining "who 
eats, and what they can grow." 

Bradley showed graphs 
recording the average world 
temperatures for the last hun­
dred years, pointing steadily 
upwai·d to 2005, the waimest 
year on record. "The last 
decade or so has brought record 
breaking temperatures year 
after year," he said. 

He pointed out, "Most of the 
wa1ming takes place at higher 
latitudes, as ice retreats, expos­
ing darker surfaces which 
absorb the sun's radiation, mul­
tiplying the effect yeai· after 
year in a feedback loop. The 
same thing takes place in the 
tropics at higher altitudes." 

Additionally, and ala1ming­
ly, the surface of the ocean is 
heating up, in tum warming the 
temperatures at lower ocean 
depths, and causing an overall 
expansion of the oceans. As 
well, the oceans have absorbed 
increasing amounts of carbon 
dioxide, leading to a rise in 
acidity, which spells peril for 
fragile marine ecosystems like 
coral reefs. 

Taking core sainples from 
the ice shelves in Antarctica 
and elsewhere, Bradley said, 
scientists have been able to 
establish a record of the atmos­
pheric concentration of carbon 
dioxide over the last 800,000 
years. That record shows varia­
tions, coITesponding to four ice 
ages, within a relative mean: 
"Never below 180 paits per 
million of carbon dioxide by 
volume, ai1d never above 280 
paits per million." 

Since 1960, according to the 
graphs Bradley displayed, the 
volume of carbon dioxide in 
the Earth's atmosphere has 
increased from 310 parts per 
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million to 385 pa1ts per mil­
lion, ai1d continues an almost 
vertical climb. 

"We're burning fossil fuels, 
consisting of carbon based 
plants and ailimals from hun­
dreds of millions of yeai·s ago, 
and putting that old carbon 
dioxide back into the atmos­
phere at a ve1y, ve1y fast rate." 
Greenhouse gasses like carbon 
dioxide are "transparent to the 
energy of the sun, but opaque 
to radiation from the surface of 
the Earth," said Bradley, trap­
ping a percentage of the heat 
that radiates off the planet's 
surface and deflecting it back 
again. 

Bradley said the sudden 
spike in the emission of carbon 
dioxide in the Ea1th's atmos­
phere coITesponds to the rise of 
the industrial age, staiting with 
James Watt's invention of the 
steain engine in 1784, leading 
to a demai1d for coal, and accel­
erating with Daimler ai1d Benz' 
patenting of the internal com­
bustion engine in 1886, leading 
to a demand for oil and gaso­
line. 

At the same time, the 
world's population, which had 
remained below the level of 
one billion people until about 
200 yeai·s ago, doubled a hun­
dred yeai·s later, rose to three 
billion 30 years after that, and 
is now pegged at 6.75 billion 
and rising by about a billion 
people every 13 or 14 years. 

"However you feel about 
reducing energy consumption," 
said Bradley, "we have to come 
to grips with the population 
problem to maintain a stable 
planet for everybody." 

Bradley is a contributor to 
the Nobel Peace Prize winning 
Intergovernmental Panel for 
Climate Chai1ge, a group of 
thousands of scientists around 
the world who ai·e studying the 
problem of global warming. He 
said the United Nations issued 
estimates on best case and 
worst case scenai·ios for cli­
mate change in 2000, and since 
then the data has showed the 
planet's climate "tracking the 
worst of these scenarios." 

UMass Professor Ray Bradlry. For accurate iriformation on global warm­
ing, he suggests visiting the website: www.realclimate.org 

Regardless of what skeptics others. 
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like Tolg might call unproven If the West Antarctic Ice 
science or natural variation, Shelf collapses into the sea, (it 
Bradley was quite definite in is balanced precai·iously now), 
his global forecast. Bradley said ocean levels may 

"It is going to get warmer rise by "30 or 40 feet" this cen­
eve1ywhere on Eaith, at all lat- tu1y. So long, Manhattan. 
itudes and in the continental Over time, Bradley said, the 
interiors. The wa1mest years on United States, Canada, 
record will become the coolest Australia, Western Europe, 
years in the next 100 years. Russia, and Japai1 have con­
This will change the patterns of tributed 75% of the greenhouse 
rainfall. There will be d1yer gas emissions that have built up 
conditions in most tropical and in the atmosphere to cause 
subtropical lai1ds, and wetter global waiming. It is incum­
conditions in the higher lati- bent on the West to share alter­
tudes." native energy technologies 

He pointed to computer with developing countries like 
models showing "ce1tain hot China, where one new coal 
spots: Central America, Eastern plant a month is now going on 
Brazil, South Africa ai1d the line, he said. 
MediteITanean," which are There is no way "to scmb 
likely to become "15% d1yer the atmosphere," said Bradley, 
for eve1y degree (of Celsius) and even if the burning of fos­
wa1ming." sil fuels were to stop now, the 

Although ocean levels have problem of built up greenhouse 
risen only about eight inches in gas would persist in the atmos­
modem times, Bradley said the phere for centuries, slowly 
models predict sea levels will declining. 
rise in this centu1y at least three More immediately, "The 
to four feet, or more likely six consequences of our profligate 
or seven feet, with catastropllic use of energy are being felt in 
effect to lands on the Gulf other pa1ts of the world that 
Coast, and the coast of mid- had no role in the problem." 
Atlantic states of North Maintaining our reliance on 
America (although not so much fossil fuels, "will affect the 
in New England, where the people in the rest of the world 
land mass is rising), and tropi- who still live a hand to mouth 
cal regions like Bangladesh, existence, dependent 
the Nile Delta, and the coastal on rainfall ai1d tem-1■1 
regions of Pakistan, among perature," he said. _ 
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NUCLEAR from pg 5 

in the 18 towns in the EPZ. 
"Everyone who works at the 

facility understands their jobs. I 
wouldn't be working there 
unless I felt it was a safe 
process." 

Michael Daley said, "The 
issues are simple. Are there 
safer and less costly ways to 
make our electricity? Does any 
corporation have the right to 
create long-lived nuclear waste 
for which no solution can be 
found? 

He continued, "Vermont 
Yankee is dinky. It's a very 
small power plant, that provides 
less than 2% of the total New 
England grid." He held up a 
cha1t showing electrical usage 
in New England averaging 
22,000 MW, with available 
reserve capacity of 10,000 MW. 
Ve1mont Yankee sells 345 MW 
to the New England grid, and 
275 MW to the state ofVe1mont 
(at historically low rates of 4.2 
cents per kW/hour). "The 
cheapest way to replace that 
power is to use conse1vation, 
hands down. The second most 
effective way is through 
efficiency. The cost of that is 2 -
3 cents per kW/hour. Few 
sources can be cheaper than 
that," Daley said. 

He said the New England 
region had recently found ways 

to conserve 600 MW of electric 
power ( equal to the total power 
supplied by Vermont Yankee), 
and predicted a future potential 
for conserving 3300 MW in 
New England. He said the 
Ve1mont Department of Public 
Service has estimated savings 
through energy efficiency of 
600 MW in the next five years 
in that state alone. 

In response to a question 
about recent accidents at 
Ve1mont Yankee, Shaffer said, 
"The recent incidents are a little 
discouraging and emba1rnssing, 
but none of them were in safety 
systems." He objected to a 
comparison to the meltdown at 
Chernobyl in 1986, saying, 
"With the type of reactor we 
have here, such an accident is 
impossible. Operators bypassed 
fail-safe mechanisms, a 
grievous enor not possible at 
Ve1mont Yankee." 

Katz said the recent collapse 
of cooling towers, shrck valves, 
and leaking pipes indicated a 
lack of adequate maintenance at 
Vermont Yankee that could 
indeed affect safety systems. 

Gilmore said operators at VY 
go though a full year of training 
before they begin the simplest 
level of tasks. He said the last 
majoraccident at a nuclear plant 
in the United States happened 
30 years ago at Three Mile 
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Island, and 104 plants have been 
in operation since then without 
major incident. 

Shaffer said there were no 
technical barriers to safely 
dealing with nuclear waste, just 
political ones. "Putting that shlff 
in tanks and bmying it at Yucca 
Mountain is wonderful," he 
said. 

Katz countered, "It's a 
tenible problem. There is no 
environmentally sound solution 
to the nuclear waste problem. 
Soon we will have 63 high level 
waste dumps at the 63 operating 
nuclear power sites in this 
cotmtly." She implied even that 
would be preferable to shipping 
nuclear waste to Indian 
rese1vations and majority 
African .American communities 
like Barnwell, South Carolina, 
an example of what she called 
"environmental racism." 

Shaffer said, "The waste is in 
solid fo1m: fuel pellets inside 
metal rods, inside concrete 
containment. It's a red hening 
to say it is 'on the banks of the 
river."' If one of the diy casks in 
which Ve1mont Yankee's high 
level waste is now being stored 
fell into the Connecticut River, 
Shaffer said, it would create a 
navigation problem tmtil it 
could be removed, but not an 
environmental threat to the 
river. 

To a question about the 
vulnerability to tenorism of the 
seventh sto1y spent fuel pool, 
where much of Vermont 
Yankee's high level waste still 
lies outside of containment, 
under a metal roof, Shaffer said 
the 9-11 hijackers had chosen to 
fly right over the Indian Point 
reactors on the Hudson because 
they would be impe1vious to 
attack "because of the massive 
struchrre and containment." He 
said the TMI accident proved 
that operators would have time 
to respond and contain any 
serious accident or attack. 

Katz seemed incredulous. 
"We're talking about the spent 
fuel pool. The National 
Academy of Sciences stated the 
Mark I fuel pools were the most 
vulnerable sites in the country 
to tenorist attack. If we had 
windinills, we wouldn't have to 
be thinking about this." 

All the panelists spoke 
highly of the potential of 
renewable fo1ms of energy like 
solar and wind power, but 
differed on how soon, and how 
reliably, such fo1ms of power 
production could be brought on 
line in New England. Daley said 
investing in energy efficiency 
would create three jobs per MW 
of power, compared to one job 
per MW of power from Ve1mont 
Yankee. He said investing in 
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renewables would create five 
jobs per MW of power. 

Before the back and fo1th 
concluded and the audience got 
in line to ask their own 
questions of the panelists, 
Gilmore recalled the words of a 
local farmer at a nuclear power 
forum in the 80s at Mohawk 
Regional High, dealing with the 
reactor at Yankee Rowe. He 
quoted the fa1mer as saying, 
"Before you throw away the 
pair of shoes that has holes in it, 
make sure you have a new pair, 
because walking barefoot is a 
hard way to go." 

Author! Disclaimer: In the 
interest of full disclosure, I have 
been actively involved in the 
effort to shut down Vermont 
Yankee for the last 30 years, 
including sponsoring a motion 
that passed by majority vote at 
Montague Town Meeting last 
year, calling for VY to be 
decommissioned when its 
operating license expires in 
2012. I have requested a copy of 
the tape of Tuesday night! 
debate to be shown on MCTv, 
Channel 15, to satisfy any 
doubts that may arise among 
readers about the accuracy of 
my reporting on Tuesday night! 
debate. 

n 
Turners Falls High School 2nd Quarter Honor Roll Ryan Pelis 

Meghan Smith Second Honors 
Dakota Albano 
Zacharie Boisvert 
Jenna Costa 
Taylor Croteau 
Haley Fiske 

Grade 12 Jeremiah Wawrzyniak Second Honors 
First Honors Lindsey Wilson Chelsea Bailey 
David Bennett Kevin Wegiel Meagan Benane 
Samuel Colton Samantha Wondoloski Scott Brown 
Theodore Dunbar Emma Butynski 
Amber Henry Third Honors Daniel Cruz 
Kelsey Kane Joseph Auger Brandon Deputy 
Sara Pease Ashley Costa Danielle Dolhenty 
Nicholas Skarzynski Thomas Field Lucas Foley 

Kimberlee Fritz Mackae Freeland 
Second Honors Tranae Gallagher Matthew Garber 
Leah Booker Christopher Humphrey Morgan Kyser 
Lacy Cardaropoli Stephany Lepkham Mitchell Macconnell 
Nicholas Clark Jeremy Tetreault Justin Pacheco 
Nicole Dubay Carlyn Perry 
Benjamin Foster Grade 11 Evan Pleasant 
Joshua Gammon First Honors Kathleen Rinaldi 
Jodi Hallett Nataliya Buhakova Dustin Rivard 
Erin Kelley Megan Grimard Elena Rushford 
Shamari Kelly Jacob Lapean Kimberlee Savage 
Angela Marguet Olivia Nicotra Sarah Underwood 
Kimberly Nelson Tam Roberts 
Ethan Reipold Ashley Sears Third Honors 
Joseph Rinaldi II Juliana Aprileo 

Ashley Bailey Elysia Ollari 
Eric Bastarache Katarina Palso 
Amanda Carlisle Anthony Reed 
Tia Demers Kenneth Rounds 
Lauren Flynn Yelena Sherstyukov 
Oengus Gallagher Daniel Skarzynski 
Ryley Harriman Taylor Varilly 
Corey Hescock Cody Wells 
Cassandra Kazar 
Jacob Lewis Second Honors 
Christopher McMahon Brandon Ambo 
Cayla Pollard Sarah Crowell 
Cassandra Rounds Nina Dodge 
Matthew Wozniak Makayla Dolhenty 

Kristy Dunbar 
Grade 10 Jacob Eugin 
First Honors Uriah Forest-Sulley 
Zhanna Bocharnikova Jack Hubert 
McKenna Brunell Nicole Fuller 
Erin Casey David Garcia 
Sarah Foster Brooke Hastings 
Taylor Howe Krysten Hawkins 
Katherine Kuklewicz Julie Howard-
Kelsey O'Brien Thompson 

Andrew Turban 
Natasha Vaughn 
Kelsey Waldron 

Third Honors 
Anna Bocharnikova 
Kelliann Humphrey 
Morgan Macconnell 
Cody Pease 
Brittany Yolish 

Grade 9 
First Honors 
Jolina-Rose Blier 
Samantha Caouette 
Daniel Colton 
Stephanie French 
Mark Hudyma 
Jesse Langknecht 
Corban Mailloux 
Alyssa Nicotra 
Haley Ozdarski 
Emily Pollard 
Todd Richardson 

Matthew Fowler 
Stacy French 
Christopher Gordon 
Colton Hallett 
Alicia Hathaway 
Samuel Letcher 
Jeremy Mankowsky 
Breanna Miller 
Quincy Ortiz 
Angelica Renaud 
Caroline Sena 
Samantha Shaw 
Kayleigh Turn 
Shawna Williams 

Third Honors 
Trevor Berman 
Latisha Felton 
Brittany Rawson 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 

LOGOS & BRANDING C 
GRAPHIC DESIGN ~ 

ILLUSTRATION C 
WEBSITES~ 

COPY WRJTING (:' 

BUSINESS STRATEGY C 
INTERNET MARKETING ~ 

MISSION & VISION C 
41 3 303,911 93 
www.h2--ofu.com 

WINfER HOURS 
Open 5-9 Wed, Thurs & 
Sw1, 5 - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Mon & Tues 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

WEDNESDAY WINE NIGHT 

Glass $5, Bottle $20 
Appetizers $10 

THURSDAY NIGHT JAZZ 
6:30- 9:30 

413-863-4441 
166 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

www. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. c OM 

'l:ICENSED, INSUREDft _ 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES • POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367-9896 

~rol's Beauty Nook 
'°;/7 29 G Street, Turners Falls ~-6. 
(~ Open Tue, Thurs, Fri ~ 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 413-~®3-2 
7Lvaifabk 

AU (,'RADE PLUM BIN(, & HEA TIN(,' 

Brian Bowden-Smith 
Lie: PL31465-J 

,, 1 :1-an:1-a21 a 

,11 :1-a:14-251u 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

School Committe Asked to Make Cuts 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
selectboard met with the finance 
committee and the school com­
mittee, with superintendent Joan 
Wickman and Erving 
Elementary principal Charlene 
Galenski, on Monday, Febma1y 
2nd, to take a look at the prelim­
ina1y school budget for Fiscal 
'10. The selectboard has let it be 
known they expect the budget 
year that begins July 1st to be a 
particularly challenging one. 

The school committee came 
prepared for that message, and 
presented a prelimina1y '10 bud­
get with a 4.2% increase in the 
elementa1y budget ($2,035,000 
last year; $2,121,256 proposed 
for '10), and a 16.4% decrease 
in the secondary budget 
($1,023,358 last year; $855,446 
proposed for '10). 

Town administrative coordi-

nator Tom Sharp said the 
decrease in the secondary educa­
tion budget was due to an 
increase in the number of Erving 
students choosing to go to char­
ter schools, or schools outside 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District, but he cautioned 
that these decreases would be 
offset by charges to the town on 
the state "cheny sheet" for 
school choice and charter school 
tuition. 

Selectboard chair Andy 
Tessier told the school commit­
tee he would like to see the ele­
menta1y school budget come 
down by an additional $17,000, 
to help the town anive at a bal­
anced budget for next year. 

In other news, the town 
approved a motion to allow 
highway superintendent Paul 
Prest to deficit spend on the 

MCTV Alternoon/Eveninl! Schedule 2/6 - 2/12 
Visit www.montaguema.net for complete listing 

Friday, February 6 of Prey. 
4:00 p.m. Independent Voices 5:30 p.m. Falls Table 
4:30 p.m. Into the Way of Peace Michaelangelo "Gnoccki with 
5:30 p.m. Journey to Shrimp" 
Wissatinnewag 6:30 p.m. FCHC Estate Planning 
6:00 p.m. Montague Machine 8:00 p.m. Franklin County Matters 
7:00 p.m. GMRSD 2/3/09 State Government 
10:00 p.m. Over The Falls: 9:30 p.m .. Carlos W. Anderson "Big 
Shelburne Senior Center Fat Lie" 
11 :00 p.m. Overian Cancer 10:30 p.m. Valley Idol Finals 2008 
Awareness Monday, February 9 
Saturday, February 7 2:00 p.m. They Are Still There 
2:30 p.m. The Looming Crisis in Oil 3:00 p.m. The Western Mass Dem: 
Depletion Chris Forgey 
4:30 p.m. Recovery in The United 4:00 p.m. Tapping Maple Ridge 
States 5:00 p.m. Surviving the Vernon 
5:30 p.m. Proud to be a Mason Reactor 
6:00 p.m. Seneka Falls 6:00 p.m. They Are Still There 
6:30 p.m. On The Ridge: Coyote 7:00 p.m. Select Board (Live) 
Hunting 10:00 p.m. The Spirit of Lake 
7:00 p.m. White House Chronicles Pleasant 
8:00 p.m. Wisdom Way Solar Tuesday, February 10 
Village 2:00 p.m. Physician Focus Atrial 
9:00 p.m. Women, Girls & HIV: Fibrillation_title2 
Teen Girls 3:00 p.m. On The Ridge: Coyote 
9:30 p.m. Valley Idol Semi Finals Hunting 
2008 3:30 p.m. Naturalist Laurie 
Sunday, February 8 Sanders 
2:00 p.m. Pat & Tex LaMountain & 4:30 p.m. Montague Update-
Russ Thomas & Joe Graveline Susan Shilliday 
4:00 p.m. Discovery Center Birds 5:00 p.m. Bernanke 

snow and ice budget. The town 
requested an $8000 allocation, 
subsequently approved by the 
finance committee, to pay for 
fire department ove1time in the 
wake of the December ice sto1m, 
which Sharp said he is hopeful 
the Massachusetts and federal 
Emergency Management 
Agencies will reimburse, up to 
75%. 

On Febmary 19th the plan­
ning board will hold a public 
hearing to consider a request to 
add nine more antennae to an 
existing cell tower near the 
French King Bridge. The request 
came from Omnipoint 
Communications. 

The board was pleased to 
learn the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments has 
decided to reduce assessments to 
member towns by 10%, in 

6:00 p.m. GMRSD Meeting and 
Public Budget Hearing 
Wednesday, February 11 
2:30 p.m. EatonDoRyu 1/15/09 
3:00 p.m. Falls Table 4-14-08 
4:00 p.m. Franklin County Matters 
Community Based Banks 
5:30 p.m. Women, Girls & HIV: 
Role Models 
6:00 p.m. Discovery Center-Root 
Cellar 
7:30 p.m. White House Chronicles 
#1001-1002 
8:30 p.m. Dodging The Bow 
10:30 p.m. Carlos W. Anderson 
"Big Fat Lie" 
12:00 a.m. Encore Body Art #10 
12:30 a.m. Encore Body Art #4 
Thursday, February 12 
2:00 p.m. An Inside Look into Iran 
4:00 p.m. Bernanke 
5:00 p.m. Carlos W. Anderson "Get 
a Clue" 
6:00 p.m. Child and Family: 
Children's Mental Health 
6:30 p.m. On The Ridge: Coyote 
Hunting 
7:00 p.m. Select Board 2/9/09 
9:00 p.m. 9-1-1 People, Facts & 
Stories 
9:30 p.m. Coffee House Joe 
Graveline 
10:30 p.m. On With The Show 

recognition of the mid-year cut 
Massachusetts cities and towns 
are receiving as Governor Deval 
Patrick attempts to close a bil­
lion dollar budget gap in the 
middle of the present budget 
year. The action by FRCOG will 
save Erving $2717 in '09. 
FRCOG promised to reduce the 
towns' assessments by 10% next 
year as well. 

In response to a suggestion 
by Tessier that Erving should 
pull out of its voluntaiy mem-

bership with the FRCOG, Sharp 
sat down with COG administra­
tors Linda Dunlevy and Bob 
Dean a week ago, and told them 
the town was seeking a clear, 
written assessment of what its 
$27,000 membership was pay­
ing for. They promised to pro­
vide that, and to meet with the 
town to answer any questions 
the board may have about the 
work of their organization on 
behalf of the member towns. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Deer and Weather Dangerous to Drivers 

Tuesday, 1/27 
8:30 a.m. Report of a dead deer 
on Route 2 in the Farley area. 
Notified state highway department 
who will pick up same. 
Wednesday, 1/28 
11 :10 a.m. Loose Golden Retiever 
on Route 2 in Farley. Identified 
owner. Returned to same and 
advised of leash laws. 
2:46 p.m. Report of a motor vehi­
cle crash with no personal injuries 
on Route 2 in Farley. Assisted state 
police. 
Friday, 1/30 
1 :28 p.m. Medical assistance to 
Factory Hollow area of Route 2 in 
Gill. 
9:21 p.m. Report of truck vs. deer 
accident near Old State Road. 
Area checked, both truck and deer 
gone upon arrival. 

11 :36 p.m. Assisted Bernardston 
police with several motor vehicle 
accidents including a roll over. 
Saturday, 1/31 
9:50 a.m. Citation issued to 

U I -

ation of a motor vehicle. 
6:45 .m. Citation issued to 

a ng a mo or ve 1c e a er suspen­
sion of license. 
8:25 p.m. Assisted Montague 
police with a fight at Millers Pub. 
Monday, 2/2 
11 :50 p.m. Motor vehicle crash 
with no personal injury on Route 2 
at Old State Road. Assisted state 
police. 

unnn~ni1nv 
TRACTORS FOR FARM, DOME & CONSTRUCTION 
we Carry John Deere and Kubota Tractors, Stihl Chain saws, 

Blowers, Tra<tor Mowers, Ariens Snow Blowers. 
Also: • Wood Chippers • Log Splitters • Winches 

• Fire Proof Safes • Materials Handling Equipment 

sr,Ht: 

SIRUN[QUIPMENTCOHPANY.INC. 
310 FEDERAL STREET RTE. 63 MONTAGUE 
SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 46 YEARS 

__ 4 ~ -367- 481 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

\T ~.jifiijtff:Z. 
,.-,\)- Suue 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

99 1/e48-il •~ tie .,d,,.e/ 

Renaissance 
Excavating, Inc~.~~ 

COMPLETE SITE 

WORK 

• SEPTIC 8c DRAINACE SYSTEMS • SANO, GRAVEL 8c LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

SALON 107 
$10 haircuts for~ & a:>Do&e students 

1 S tannin& sessions for $SO 
$9.SO for 1 month un1imned gym pass 

$7 haircuts for smiors, veterans, 
and disabled clients 

Hours: MPrl & fr! 10 - 6, 

Wed&11w 12 - S,Sat9 - 1 

114' '\Veils Street 
Greenfield, MA 01so1 

Debra Mathey - Owner 
772-0284 

~ 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES rfM 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

'I Storm Damage Prevention & Matthew Edwards 
Certified Arborlst Restoration 

'I Cabling & Bracing 
'I Shade Tree Maintenance 
'!Tree Removal 

'I Owner 

'I Climber 

'I Insured 

Wendell • 978-544-7452 
www.mattedwardstree.com 

Main Road Gill Center 
413-863-9006 

The Gill Tavern 

Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m. 

Specials Daily 
Seafood- Vegetarian - Local Beef 

Individual Grilled Pizzas 
and More! 

Full Bar with Peop1e·s Pint Beer on Tap 
Bottled Beers. Complete Wine List, 

Daily Drink Specials 
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GILL from page 1 
body off. 

"Absolutely," replied Stevens. 
"We can't smvive ifwe do." 

The Gill police force has been 
cut to two folltime officers, the 
highway department has three 
folltime employees; the fire 
department mns on a call basis. 

"We can't afford to lose 
another person. We have to have 
people to nm this town," said 
Griswold. 

Banash said, "We have to look 
at how much sand and salt we 
use. This will mean a cut in pa1t­
timers. And a freeze on all 
spending." 

The board noted that some 
nearby towns have called for a 
halt to all depattmental training, 
in response to the governor's 
mid-yeat· cuts. 

Griswold said, "We have a fire 
depattment that has been trained. 
They'll have to hold it together 
for now." 

Banash said, "We have to 
have the big three (police, 
highway, and fire) in for a 
discussion. We have to find 
$20,000. If they don't come up 
with suggestions, then we're 
going to have to. We stop 
ove1time. If you come up with 
ove1time, you take a day off." 

It was at this point that 
Stevens made his comment about 
the economic situation becoming 
a Depression. 

To which Banash responded, 
"I think we're all going to have to 
do with a whole lot less." 

Banash said she did not want 
to see the town dip foither into its 
free cash accotmt, (which 
presently stands at $178,000) 
because the state is forecasting 
10% or even 20% cuts in local 
aid for the budget year that 
begins July 1st. "We're going to 
need eve1y penny we have." 

The town of Gill is not 
expecting to receive much in the 
way of stimulus funding from the 
package wending its way through 
Congress now. 

"We don't have any shovel 
ready projects," Banash said, so 
the town did not submit any 
projects to the list being readied 
at the state level for stimulus 
ftmding. 

The town will make up about 
$6,000 of the present $26,000 
deficit with money set aside for 
Gill in the Franklin Cotmty Solid 
Waste Management District 
escrow accotmt. The board 
instmcted assessor's clerk Lynda 
Hodsdon-Mayo to bring them 
fum figures for an amount to be 
raised by taxing certain utility 
poles and utility assets within 
town borders if, as expected, the 
legislattll'e passes enabling 
legislation to pe1mit munici­
palities to do so. The board 
thought perhaps another $6700 
could be raised this fiscal year by 
this method. 

The board called for a meeting 
with all depa1tments on Monday, 
Februa1y 9th at 5:00 p.m., and 
made the meeting mandato1y for 
the police, highway and fire 
chiefs. 

The board plans to delay the 
annual town meeting this year 

until they have fum numbers on 
local aid. 

Following a meeting with 
Northfield Mount He1mon last 
December, Banash and town 
administrative assistant Tracy 
Rogers said they have heard 
nothing ftuther about the town's 
request for the private school to 
pay for a new $350,000 fire t111ck 
for the town. Banash said the 
town should begin to plan for the 
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Storrow, co-chairs of the 
Commission for Education in 
Gill, presented the results of their 
first few meetings to the board. 

Castro-Santos said the 
commission viewed its work as 
fact-finding, rather than adviso1y, 
and said any move the town may 
contemplate making to change 
it's current regional school 
arrangement with Montague is 
complicated by the fact that town 

again from 8th to 9th grade, 
consistently over time." 

He said the commission will 
try to dete1mine from MCAS 
scores how Gill students are 
faring in the district, and will 
dete1mine how their dropout rate 
compares to the broader 
population, and how many Gill 
students graduate from TFHS to 
go on to college. 

The commission will examine 

February 5, 2009 

back to conn·olling its own 
elementary school, and tuitioned 
students into neighbo1mg upper 
schools? 

• How would a move like this 
affect n·ansportation and state 
ftmding for same? 

• How would teachers' job 
security be affected? 

• How would such a move 
affect Montague? "We can't 
ftmction in isolation, since both 
towns will be impacted," Casn·o­
Santos said. 

• How will the state's push for 
super-regionalization affect Gill? 

Ston-ow said the commission 
planned to engage state education 
officials and neighbo1mg school 
distI'icts in discussion to foither 
explore Gill's options. The 
commission will meet again on 
Wednesday, Februa1y 

11 11th at 6:30 pm. ■ 
~ 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

The Gill selectboard studies the initial report of the Commission for Education in Gill on Monday. 
(left to right): Nancy Griswold, Lee Stevens, and Ann Banash 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

eventuality of reducing the fire 
department's fleet from three 
t111cks to two. 

"It's pretty clear that if Mt. 
Hermon doesn't buy the tmck, 
we don't buy a tmck," she said. 
'The reason we need three tmcks 
instead of two, according to this 
20-year-old study, is because of 
Mt. Hermon." 

Since the time of that study, 
the private school has 
consolidated its No1thfield 
campus to Gill and embarked on 
an ambitious multi-million dollat· 
building program. 

Banash and Griswold plan to 
attend a budget heatmg at the 
Gill-Montague school com­
mittee on Feb111aiy 10th at 6 p m 
at the Tmners Falls High School. 

"I ce1tainly intend to go to that 
meeting, when the towns are 
losing money and laying people 
off. They [the GMRSD] 
absolutely have to budget the 
same way the towns do," said 
Banash. 

Griswold responded, "They 
have not leatned. They live in a 
bubble. A 2.7% increase in a 
budget we couldn't afford last 
yeat· is absolutely wrong. The 
benchmark should have been 
zero." 

"It should have been minus 
10%," replied Banash. 

The Gill boat·d late last year 
asked all departments to prepat·e 
budgets at 0% and -10% of '09 
figlll'es. However, the boat·d said, 
only town depa1tments have 
responded to that request so far. 

The school committee 
presented a prelimina1y budget 
with a 2.7% 'placeholder' 
increase on Januaty 27th. A 2. 7% 
increase over last year's 
$16,626,000 budget would equal 
approximately a $432,000 
increase. 

Commission for Education 
After the board concluded 

their budget discussion, Ted 
Castro-Santos and Dorothy 

meeting votes in both towns at·e 
required to dissolve the regional 
agreement, and state permission 
is required as well. A move to 
take just the elementaiy school 
out of the regional school district 
could be accomplished by a town 
meeting vote of Gill, but even 
this would probably require 
pe1mission of the state. 

The commission is seeking to 
dete1mine the condition of the 
elementary school building, and 
the anticipated capital 
improvements to that building. 

The commission will also ny 
to dete1mine answers to a number 
of questions, such as: will capital 
improvements to the elementa1y 
school now be paid 
propo1tionally by towns sending 
students there? Since intra­
district choice was introduced 
last yeai·, the student make-up at 
the elementary school has 
changed to include 75 Gill 
students, 32 Montague students, 
27 Greenfield students, and one 
student from Watwick. 

At the Great Falls middle 
school, there at·e 29 Gill students 
out of a total student population 
of 268. At the Turners Falls high 
school, 40 Gill students attend 
out of a population of 316. 

Castro-Santos said he would 
apply his professional training as 
a statistician to tmderstand the 
demographic trends and patterns 
pe1taining to Gill youngsters and 
their educational choices, 
examining census data for 
newborns to 18-year-olds in 
town, and school populations for 
the last 20 years, to determine 
"what's coming down the pike." 
The placement of Gill students in 
private schools, chatter schools, 
out of distI'ict public schools, and 
home school settings, all have 
budgetary affects on the town, 
Castro-Santos said. 

He said it is cleat· that the 
number of Gill students in 
regional schools "drops from 6th 
to 7th grade, and it does that 

the financial costs and benefits of 
remaining in the Gill-Montague 
disn·ict, including whether the 
town would continue to pay 
down the debt on the 
TFHS/GFMS renovation if it 
withdrew from the district, and if 
so, what percentage of that 
building, cmriculum and supplies 
the town of Gill would own. 

The commission will also 
seek to determine: 

• How would state funding be 
affected if the town switched 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Distressed Subjects At Large 

Wednesday, 1/28 
3:25 p.m. 911 mis-dial on Mount 
Hermon Campus. 
3:28 p.m. Report of distraught subject at 
French King Highway business with a 
sledge hammer. 
3:55 p.m. Subject taken into custody for 
involuntary committal and transported to 
Baystate Franklin Medical Center. 
Thursday, 1/29 
12:45 p.m. Assisted subject with 
disabled motor vehide on Center Road. 
Friday, 1/30 
1 :45 p m. Assisted with medical 
emergency on French King Highway. 
3:01 p.m. Assisted subject at station 
with restraining order issues. 
Saturday, 1/31 
12:01 a.m. Assisted Bernardston police 
locating roll CNer motor vehicle accident. 
402 p.m. Arrested 

, for two default warrants during a 
motor vehicle stop. 
Sunday, 2/1 
12:35 p.m Motor vehicle accident on 
Main Road, no injuries. Report taken. 
3:23 p.m. Motor vehide accident on 
Boyle Road, no injuries. Report taken. 
520 p.m. Motor vehide accident on 
Barney Hale Road, no injuries. Report 
taken. 
5 33 p.m. Be On the Look Out bulletin 
received for distraught subject possibly 
enroute to French King Bridge. Subject 
later located, bulletin canceled. 
Monday, 2/2 
12:50 pm. Assisted with disabled 
vehide and trailer on French King 
Highway. 
1 :45 p.m. Assisted with disabled vehide 
on Main Road. 

~t Clear Cho1, 
~o b "~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WffiDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(4 I 3)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# 107141 
Mass. Ucense #059~65 

JOE GRAVELINE 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Lactose Intolerance and Osteoporosis 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm a 64-
year-old woman who is lactose 
intolerant. Do you think this will 
put me at riskfor osteoporosis? 

Between 30 and 50 million 
Americans are lactose intolerant, 
which means they have trouble 
digesting dairy products. Lactose 
intolerance usually is not danger­
ous. 

Lactase is an enzyme made in 
the small intestine. You need lac­
tase to digest lactose, the sugar in 
milk. People who are lactose 
intolerant don't make enough 
lactase; after consuming lactose, 
they suffer from bloating, nau­
sea, stomach cramps and diar­
rhea. These symptoms usually 

begin a half-hour to two hours 
after ingesting lactose. 

Osteoporosis, or porous bone, 
is a disease characterized by low 
bone mass and stmctural deterio­
ration of bone tissue. This condi­
tion creates an increased risk of 
fractures. 

Osteoporosis is a major public 
health threat for 44 million 
Americans; about 68 percent of 
them are women. One out of 
eve1y two women and one in 
four men over 50 will have an 
osteoporosis-related fracture in 
their lifetime. 

A major risk factor for devel­
oping osteoporosis is insufficient 
calcium intake. Daiiy products 
are significant sources of calci­
um. It's easy to assume that 
someone who is lactose intoler­
ant might be more likely to suffer 
from osteoporosis. However, 
research into the influence oflac­
tose intolerance upon osteoporo­
sis has produced mixed findings. 

People who are lactose intol-

Local Nature Notes 

01ion 

BY JEN AUDLEY 
EAST DEERFIELD 
In Febmaiy, look for: 

The foll moon on February 
9th, and the constellation Orion 
on any clear night. Two of the 
brightest stars we can see from 
Earth - Betelgeuse and Rigel -
are among those that make up 
Orion. Betelgeuse is the left 
shoulder, and Rigel is the right 

hip. 
Buds beginning to swell on 

some trees and shmbs, pussy 
willows fuzzing out, and the 
new growth on willow trees 
shimmering green. You may 
have to get close to see the first 
two, but the new green on wil­
low trees can be spotted from 
afar (even from your car). 

Bushes and trees with be1ries 
still on them. As wild food 
becomes increasingly scarce, 
these become impo1tant feeding 
places for the "mixed flocks of 
winter," small groups of song­
birds such as chickadees, tufted 
titmice, and nuthatches that 
band together just for this sea­
son. 

Signs that, for some, mating 
season has begun. Listen for 
baITed owls hooting and birds 
staiting to sing. In fields, mead­
ows and woods, if you get a 
strong but fleeting whiff of 
"sweet skunk," it's likely you're 
passing a red fox's scent marker. 
(On the other hand, if you smell 

erant just have to be especially 
vigilant about consuming 
enough calcium to ma.intain bone 
health. You can maintain a diet 
rich in calcium by eating broc­
coli, leafy greens, canned 
salmon, almonds, oranges, cer­
tain kinds of tofo and soy milk, 
and calcium-fortified breads and 
juices. In addition, there are sup­
plements you can take to meet 
your daily requirements of calci­
um and other nutrients. 

Those of us between the ages 
of51 and 70 should take in 1,500 
milligrams of calcium daily. 

People of northern European 
descent are less likely to be lac­
tose intolerant. However, about 
75 percent of adult African­
Americans and Native 
Americans are considered to be 
lactose intolerant. And, 90 per­
cent of Asian-Americans are lac­
tose intolerant. 

There are three types of lac­
tose intolerance: 

Primary. This is caused by 

"regular skunk", look for a 
skunk and move away slowly!) 
Skunks, which also begin seek­
ing mates in Febmary, leave dis­
tinctively aimless-looking paths 
with their surprisingly small 
feet. 

Snow fleas, which ai·e not 
fleas but tiny insects called 
springtails, peppering the snow 
near tree tmnks on sunny days. 

Sap, which usually begins 
mnning at the end of this month. 
Look for tiny icicles at the end 
of sugai· maple twigs. 

The sunset, about one minute 
later each day. Right now it hap­
pens at about 5:10, and it's dark 
by about 5:40, but by the end of 
the month that will all happen 
thitty minutes later. The sunrise 
is coming earlier, too -- now the 
sun rises at about 7:05 a.m.; on 
the 28th, it comes up at 6:27. 

Learn more: 
Fri., Feb. 6, 6:30-9:00 pm 
Moonlight Snowshoe at 

Northfield Mountain (800-859-
2960) 

No previous snowshoeing 

aging. The body produces large 
amounts of lactase during early 
childhood when milk is the pri­
mary source of nutrition. 
Usually, lactase production 
drops when you become less 
reliant on milk. This gradual 
decline may cause symptoms of 
lactose intolerance. 

Seconda1y. This type occurs 
when lactase production decreas­
es after an illness, surge1y or 
injury to your small intestine. 
This form of the condition may 
last weeks and be completely 
reversible. However, long-te1m 
illness can make it permanent. 

Congenital. You can be born 
with lactose intolerance, but it 
happens rarely. Infants with con­
genital lactose intolerance can't 
tolerate their mothers' breast 
milk. 

Don't self-diagnose lactose 
intolerance. If you have symp­
toms, see a doctor. The symp­
toms could be caused by some­
thing else. There are tests to 

experience is necessary. (Ages 
12 and older, $7 per person, $21 
with snowshoe rentals. Pre-reg­
istration required) 

Febma1y 7, 5:30-7:30 pm 
Family Moonlight Snowshoe 

at No1thfield Mountain (800-
859-2960) 

(Ages 6 and older, $5 per per­
son, $12 w/ snowshoe rental.) 

Febma1y 7 and 8 
Feeder Watch, an annual 

event sponsored by Mass 
Audubon, is a weekend when 
people from all over the state 
note and repo1t on the birds they 
see in their yards and at feeders. 
www massaudubon.org 

Also, check out www.mas­
saudubon.org/owls to see pic­
tures and hear recordings of all 
the types of owls that live in our 
state. 

Fri., Feb. 20; 1 :00 pm-4 pm 
Febmary Vacation 

Predator/Prey Tracking for 
Families at Northfield Mountain 
(800-859-2960) 

Indoor and outdoor activities. 
(Ages 8 and older, $5 per per­
son, $12 with snowshoe rental) 

determine if you are lactose 
intolerant. 

Most people with lactose 
intolerance can take some milk 
products. They may be able to 
increase their tolerance to daiiy 
products by gradually introduc­
ing them into their diets. 

However, most supermarkets 
carry lactose-reduced or lactose­
free products. 

You can manage your lactose 
intolerance with lactase enzyme 
tablets; you can take them just 
before you eat. These tablets 
help many people. 

Probiotics are living organ­
isms in your intestines that help 
maintain a healthy digestive sys­
tem. Probiotics are available as 
active cultures in some yogurts 
and as supplements in capsule 
fo1m. These may also help your 
body digest lactose. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 

fred@healthygeezer.com 

Fire District Nomination 
Papers Available 

BY EILEEN TELA 
TURNERS FALLS 
Nomination papers for the annu­
al Turners Falls Fire District 
elections are available Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 am. to 4:30 
p m. at the district office, 226 
Millers Falls Road. 

Open to all district residents, 
the offices to be decided are pm­
dential committee member and 
water commissioner, each for 
three-year te1ms. 

Completed nomination 
papers (with approximately 32 
valid signatures of registered 
voters within the district) must 
be returned to the district office 
no later than 4:30 pm. on March 
10th. The elections are to be held 
at the above address on April 
28th, when polls will be open 
from noon to 7:00 pm. All regis­
tered voters residing within the 
district ai·e encouraged to vote. 
District residents wishing to reg­
ister to vote may do so at the 
town clerk's office, 1 Avenue A. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax:413-498-0208 

Barbara A.Edson-Greenwald Home Phone: 413--863-9166 
ASR,CRS,e-PRO,GRl,SRES,CBR HomeFax:413-863-0218 
REALTOR' Emc,il becbon 1@comat$t.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 

and 

Thei1· 

People! 

44 Deerfteld St./Rte. 5 &. 10, 7 7 4, 7 3 4 6 Pet Groomoog 
Grttnf,eld by Appointment 

qissance IB~iiders 
~litp, 0-eftsmanship, ©riginal CThought 

390 Main Road, Gill MA 01354 
413.863.8316 

www.rcnbuild.net 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

"Sandwiches like mom used to make" -KharmaSalon 

• Pierce Brothers Coffee 
Locally Roosted in Greenfield 
Organic Fair Trade Espresso.Cocoa &Tro 

• Fresh Baked Goods 
• Diemand Farm Eggs 
• Adams Donuts 
• Soup made from scratch 
• We Roast our own Meats 
• Daiiy Specials 
•Wifi 

' roun 

111 Avenue A Turners Foils MA 

Relia~le Hours & friend~ Service cell in for fast pick IIJ)I 413-863-2800 
Mon-Fri 6:30am-2pm 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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JEP'S PLACE: Part CIX 
Tormented 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - A photographer came to 
take school photos for twenty­
five cents each. Pa wouldn't buy 
any - saying it was a waste of 
money. But Miss Quintillio 
bought two - one for me and one 
for herself. She said I looked 
like a cute little Bozo. 

I treasured that photo. Gladys 
took the photo to show friends 
and somehow lost it. I never 
saw the picture again. 

The other boys didn't like 
Miss Quintillio buying me my 
picture and, worse yet, 
annotmcing she was buying one 
for herself, too. During recess, 
the other boys started mocking 

me, calling me "cute little 
Bozo" and "teacher's pet," and 
sta1ted pushing me arotmd. 

I had started school at age 
five, so I was younger than the 
other sixth graders, but I was 
strong from working on the 
fa1m. I could handle them, one 
at a time - even the bigger ones. 
But, they ganged up, pinned me 
down and tickled me until I 
laughed, then spit in my mouth. 
They took off my pants and 
gave them to a girl. I was 
wearing long johns that were 
pretty gray looking. The girl 
brought my pants to me. I was 
mortified to have the kids see 
me in dirty long tmde1wear, 
never mind that paiticular girl. I 
could scarcely face her after 
that. I wanted to die. 

The ringleader wasn't done 
with me yet. When I began to 
play with a basketball, he 
demanded I give it to him. I had 
made the mistake of telling him 
eai·lier that the dentist Ma had 
taken me to had cautioned me 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 863-8666. FAX 863-3050 
BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau & Bow WANT TO BUY· Cash paid for older guitars, 
Wow is a VERY successful "clean-out, banjos and mandolins, also tube-type guitar 
hauling, and snow plowing· business. amplifiers, any condition. Call anytime 413-
Community oriented, environmentally friendly, 335-1634. 
FUN, interesting, and unique. Please call Sita 
for details (413) 834-7569. FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED 

HOBBY SHOP • Inventory for sale: Bird 
Houses, Whirly Birds, Jelly Cabinets, Towel 
Holders, Quartz Clocks, Napkin Holders. 7 
Meadow Drive, Riverside, Gill. Call Charles 
Shebeli, 413-863-2465 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small - General 
Carpentry and home repairs. Custom shelves 
a specialty. Call David, (413) 863-9296. 

Dare Family Services is in need of Foster 
Parents in Franklin County to enhance the 
lives of children who were abused/neglected. 
Immediate training, support, and weekly 
supervision. Monthly tax free stipend $1500, 
plus Dare pays for addijional children 
services. Call our Hornefinders: 413-439-
9000. 

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS l15 cts.1extra word1 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 58 FOURTH STREET TURNERS FAUS, MA 01376 

.15 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for for weeks. --- ---
Name Phone --------

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

about biting down on hard food 
and to be cai·eful not to bump 
the tooth because it had an 
abscess. 

The ringleader began 
ptmching me in the mouth. I 
didn't want to let go of the ball, 
and tried to defend myself with 
one hand. It didn't work. He 
potmded my mouth, 
unmercifully. Next day my face 
was so swollen I couldn't eat 
and my right eye closed 
completely. 

The abscess made me so sick 
I stayed home in bed. After the 
other kids went off to school, 
the house was quiet. Soon, I 
heard Pa's footsteps on the 
stairs. He seldom came upstairs 
and I felt honored by this special 
occasion, figuring he was going 
to take me to the doctor. 

He sat on the bed next to me. 
"I suppose you want to go to the 
doctor." 

"Yes, I feel awful sick." 
Just knowing he was 

concerned for me and was going 
to take me to the doctor, made 
me feel better. 

"Sometimes, I feel sick, too," 
he said. "But I suffer it out, and 
after a while; it passes, and the 
money that doctor charges is 
saved. We don't have much 

money right now. In fact, there 
isn't any money for food." 

He looked at me and paused. 
"I know you have money 
hidden away. You'd be helping 
the family if you gave me that 
money to buy food." 

Depression swept over me. 
I'd been saving the money for a 
long time. Suddenly I just 
wanted him out of there, to be 
left alone. 

"The money's in the top 
drawer of the bureau, way in 
back." 

Soon, I heard the cai· drive 
off. Later in the day, I was 
thirsty and made my way 
downstairs. 

The day dragged on. At long 
last, the kids came home from 
school, saying my face had 
swollen more grotesquely than 
ever. Soon, Ma and Pa came 
home. Pa seemed surprised to 
see me downstairs, and 
transferred the sturdy brown 
paper bag he was canying, to 
the side away from me. I heard 
bottles clink as he hunied into 
the pantly. I went back upstairs 
more depressed than ever. 

The swelling eventually went 
down. In a few days I went back 
to school. But the tooth turned 
black and Ma took me back to 

Save Monev on Heating Bills 
and Make Your Home More 

comtonable 
On Tuesday, February 17th, from 7:00 - 9:00 pm., at the 

studios of Greenfield Community TV, at 393 Main Street, in 
Greenfield, a home energy conservation workshop will be 
offered. Organizers from the Greening Greenfield Energy 
Committee say new utility rebates make this the best time to 
upgrade your home. 

At the workshop, you will learn how to get a free energy 
audit and 75% off insulation for your home, up to $2,000. 

Also: 
• What to ask for and expect from an energy audit 
• How your home works 
• How to decide what to do first 
• How to make your heating system work better or choose a 

new one 

The workshop will be presented by home energy efficiency 
experts and homeowners: David Knowles, Knowles Group, 
Marc Kaufmann, MRK Associates, Gregg Crawford & Kris 
Walter, Greening Gre.enfield Energy Committee, homeowners. 

Refreshments will be served. Join us for this fre.e workshop. 
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the dentist, who pulled it. 
The ringleader still was not 

through with me. The seat of my 
pants was worn thin from bike 
riding and holes often appeared. 
With my mother working, I 
mended them myself as best I 
could. When the seat would 
break open, the ringleader 
would announce, "Joe, yer ass is 
out!" 

Then a girl, who was in the 
inner circle, began saying, from 
time to time, "Hey, Joe, you've 
got a hole in your pants." My 
hand would dait behind me to 
feel for the tear. She would 
giggle for having fooled me, 
and the boys would jeer. 

One day, my mother came 
home with a new pair of 
dtmgarees. I couldn't wait to 
wear them to school. Next day, 
everyone admired my new 
denims until the ringleader 
spoke up. 

"Those aren't store bought 
dtmgarees; they got no rivets. 
They're from relief." 

I could feel my face get red, 
and I wished we didn't have to 
wear relief dtmgarees with no 
rivets, and get surplus food, and 
haul wood from the dump in our 
car. 

- Continued Next Week 
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Good Dirt F otter_y 
Studio 

C!aiy o~ Good Dort 
,s Main Street, Montague 

+1,-,61-or,, 
www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

( 413) 773-3678 
FAX (413) 774-5746 

-~~-~•-·-' 
r HEATING & COOUNG 

123 Avenue A • Turners Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

ilYORK 413-863-2295 ~M<. 

1K 
HallKeen 
Real EstaJe Management and Investment 
Power Town Aparunents 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box 48 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Tel: 413.863.8433 
llY: ~00.438,0183 
Email: luptown@verizon.net 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

Come sit 
by the fire! 

Route 2 • Gill 
413-863-8210 

BERKSHIRE 
BREWING BEER 
Now AVAILABLE 
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TUESDAY, FEB. 10th 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls Texas Holdem League 
every week begins 7 30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6th 
Family Fun Night at the Unity Park Field 
House. 6 30 to 8 p.m. Yahtzee© 
Tournament night. Table tennis and 
board games. Music, raffles, and refresh­
ments provided. $5 donation to support 
Montague Park and Recreation 
Department programs. Drop-in. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ghost Quartet, 9 
to 11p.m. Jazzy Blues with a taste of fist 
fight swing/ 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Short 
Bus. 70's funk, dance, rock, 9 30 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners FallsA Ghost 
Quartet, Jazzy Blues, 9 p.m. 

Moonlight Snowshoe at Northfield 
Mountain with Naturalist Beth Bazler, 
6:30 - 9 p.m. For ages 12 & older, $7 & 
$21/snowshoe rentals. Registration 
required. (800) 859-2960. 

Between The Uprights at 2nd Street, 
Turners Falls Top 40 and hip-hop music 
spun by DJ Brownie in the Nightclub. 10 
p.m. No cover. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 6TH & 7th 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls Eat 
Drink Man Woman. Celebrated director 
Ang Lee tells the story of the relationship 
between a master chef and his three 
daughters. Nominated for the Foreign 
Language Oscar in 1994, Chinese 
w/English subtitles. 7:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: All About Bats! Noon to 1 p.m. 
Learn interesting facts about bats in their 
natural environment. 

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Turners Falls: Artist's 
reception for Josephine Sacabo, her dis­
play Lux Perpetua and Susan Bozic: The 

Dating Portfolio, 1 to 5 p.m. Public illus­
trated Artists Talk at Hallmark Institute of 
Photography, 27 Industrial Boulevard, 
Turners Falls, at 7:30 p.m. free. 

Family Moonlight Snowshoe at Northfield 
Mountain. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. For ages 6 
and older. $5/person, $10/ snowshoe 
rentals. Pre-registration 
required. 800-859-2960. 

Montague Grange 
Gender-role-free contra 
dance. Admission. Open 
to all. 7 to 10 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11th 
~ Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting 
g & Crafts Night, every 
~ rednesday until summer 
z rom 7-10 p.m. All are wel­
:, come -Any skill level (includ-1 ing nonel). 

g How to Start a Common 
Good Bank in Your 

Community a multimedia presentation, a 
new kind of community savings bank, 
designed expressly for economic justice, 
sustainability and strong economies. 
commongoodbank.com or (413) 628-
3336. Forbes Library, Northampton, 7 
p.m. Also Thurs. 2/12 at the Jones 

Wendell Full Moon 
Coffee House, Wendell 
Center: Norman Blain 
and the Authentiks at 
7:30 p.m. with an open 
mic 7 p.m. $6 - $12 (978) 
544-5557. Partial pro­
ceeds benefit the 
Shutesbury Education 
Foundation. www. wen­
dellfullmoon.org. 

Shingle The &of: Tim Woodbridge, Jerry Devokatis, and 
Kate Spencer delight audiences with their live!J tunes, .fim'!Y 
songs, gruesome murder ballads, and historical or imagined 
tales of life and love. At the Great Falls Discovery Center 

Coffee House on Fridqy, February 13th, 7 p.m. 

Greenfield Winter Carnival day: Zydeco 
Connection plays at St James Church, 
Greenfield 7 - 9 p.m., $5. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mass Production, 
9:30 to 11:30 p.m. Reggae with Simon 
White, Joe Cunningham & Christian 
Marano. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Evenspeak. Classic, southern, modern 
rock at 9:30 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:The 
Binary Marketing Show, jazz & blues, 
9:30 p.m. 

Between The Uprights at 2nd Street, 
Turners Falls: Top 40 and hip-hop music 
spun by Mass Mobile DJs in the 
Nightclub. 10 p.m. No cover. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8th 
Reading the Stones: Those rocks that 
tum up in your garden every year? Learn 
more about them with Robert Coyle of 
Athol at the Millers River Environmental 
Center, Athol at 2 p.m. followed by an 
outdoor field trip, if weather permits. This 
event is free and open to the public. 

Montague Book Mill, Montague Center: 
Free Films For The Frozen. 7 p.m.: 
Eddie Izzard.· Dress to Kill. 1999. Comic 
and executive transvestite Eddie Izzard 
takes his outrageous show to San 
Francisco. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter 
Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, acoustic 
trio/warped Americana, 7:30 to 10 p.m. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH 
Slope Editions presents a FREE poetry 
reading featuring Colin Enriquez, James 
Grinwis and Lisa Bourbeau at the 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls. 

Library, Amherst, 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12th 
What have you heard about white nose 
syndrome? Susi von Oettingen, endan­
gered species biologist for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service presents an intro­
duction to northeastern bats and this 
newest threat, white nose syndrome. 7 
p.m. at the Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls. 

Jazz at DiPaolo's, Turners Falls: 
Interplay Jazz Band with John Michaels, 
guitar; Mark Dunlap, bass; Rick 
T utunjian, sax, 6:30 - 9 30 p.m. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Open 
Mic hosted by Peter Kim & Jimmy Arnold 
8:30 p.m. to 12 30 a.m. no cover. 
www.rt63roadhouse.com. 

Pioneer Valley Institute presents 
Remembrance of Our Past, a program 
on the 19th abolitionist movement here in 
western Massachusetts. Charlemont 
librarians Bambi Miller and Mary 
Boehmer lake on the personae of 
cousins Mary Leavitt and Elizabeth Field, 
members of the well-known abolitionist 
Leavitt family. Co-sponsored by the 
Pocumluck Valley Memorial Assoc. held 
at the PVMA's Deerfield Teachers 
Center, 10 Memorial Street, Old 
Deerfield. Free and open to the public. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13th 
Great Falls Discovery Center 
Coffeehouse: Kate Spencer with Shingle 
the Roof, 7 p.m. Donations appreciated, 
baked goods available, and the Great 
Falls Discovery Center is accessible. 
Door open at 6:30 pm 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Dan 
Lawson Band at 9:30 p.m. Back by pop­
ular demand! Check out: 
httpilcdbabycomlcd/danlawson. 

Fine Aris Center, UMASS Presents 

Tomas Kubinek: Certified Lunatic and 
Master of the Impossible. A self­
described fool, clown, visual poet, solo 
performance artist, multi-talented vaude­
villian, and comic genius! At the Concert 
Hall at a special time for families: 7 p.m. 
Call 1-800-999-UMAS or www.finearts­
cenler.com/tickets. 

SATURDA~FEBRUARY14th 
American Heritage Chocolate 
Celebration at Historic Deerfield. Learn 
all about cacao, taste chocolates and 
make decorative Valetines. Adults $14/$5 
youth, under 6 yrs. free. 

Great Falls Discovery Center: Artists' 
Reception for photographer Tom 
Stratford. 1 to 3 p.m. View photos of local 
flora, fauna and landscapes. 

Jazz at DiPaolo's, Turners Falls: special 
performance with NYC world class gui­
tarist Freddie Bryant, 6 30-9:30. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Valentines Bash with Dan Lawson Band 
9:30 p.m. Plus free raffles/party favors 
and of course the "Good Food" Kitchen 
will be open ... bring your heart no matter 
what shape it is in .... 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 14th & 15th 
Shea Theatre, Turners Falls: Ja'Duke 
Productions Presents Willy Wonka. 2/14 
at 8 p.m. 2/15 at 2 p.m. Toe 413-863-
2281, continues 2/20-2/22. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH 
Mardi Gras Masquerade - Wear a cos­
tume of your choice to this festive bowl­
ing bashl Super Fun Bowling Club - non­
competitive bowling club open to all abil­
ities and agesl 7:30 p.m., French King 
Entertainment Center, Erving. Visit 
www.superfunbowfing.com .. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21st 
4th Annual Mardi Gras celebration at All 
Souls UU Church, Greenfield. Doors 
open at 5 30, jazz pianist Bob 
Cummings, a full Cajun meal of 
Jambalaya or Vegetarian Gumbo, wine 
& beer; children's activities; costume 
contest; crowning of the King (WRSl's 
Monie Belmonte), auctions. Rocking 
Cajun Dance party with the Magnolia 
Cajun Band. Instruction 9 - 9:30, dance 
till 11 p.m. (Snow date 2/22, 3 - 5 p.m.) 
(413) 773-5018 or www.uugreenfield.org. 
$15 Adults ($17 at door); $5 children 12 
and under. $10 for just the dance. RSVP 
for dinner: (413) 773-5018 or administra­
tor@uugreenfield.org. 

THROUGH MARCH 29th 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography: New Orleans photographer 
Josephine Sacabo, featured in Gallery 
56, displays work from three distinct proj­
ects on exhibit; "A Geometry of Echoes," 
"The Nocturnes• and, "El Mundo 
lnalcanzable De Susana San Juan.• 
Also on display work by Susan Bozic: The 
Dating Portfolio in Gallery 56. Regular 
museum hours: Thurs-Sun, 1 to 5 p.m. 

Ill §PIT [HI CHIii 
MONDAYS -Drop-in, 3 -6 pm 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3- 6 pm 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6 p m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 pm 

Free (e:>«ept some trips), open to local 
ken.s. Some "'Jllire permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titird Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 

15 

!vfemonal Hall nieater 

ffilH□lE PICllJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

February 6th & 7th at 7:30 p.m. 
EAT )!))RINK MAN WOMAN 
The touching, and dryly funny ups and downs 
of this family relationship between master chef 
and his three daughters as they prepare meals 

together. Directed by Ang Lee. 1994. PG. 
Color. 123 min. Chinese with English subtitles. 

Music before movie at 7 pm. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

e 
GREENAELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Friday, February 6th - Thurs. Febrary 12th 
1. THE UNINVITED 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 PG 13 
FRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
2. PINK PANTHER 2 PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:10 
FRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
3. HOTELFORDOGS 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 PG13 
FRL SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
4. PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
DAILY 6:40 FRL SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
4. MILK DAILY 9:20 R 
5. TAKEN PG13 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO 
YOU DAILY 7:00 9:30 inDTSsound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 PG13 
7. SLUMDOGMILLIONAIRI: R 
DAILY 7 9:30 in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

FRI: Z/ 61 9:30PM I $3 
UN/Tl 
SAT: 2/71 9:30PM I $3 
Ghost Quartet 
The Binary Marketing Show 
SUN: 2/8 I 8:00 I FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

iooli -SPECiALS ;--HIS0 W-EEK; 
Anise Short Ribs 

Duck with Polenla 
Acorn Squash 

78 THIID STREET 
TIIRIERS FIU.S, Ml 
lllalftlUSTFUI.CGII 
TB:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPINNGIL . 
-~:.:,;.i~--::7 ,J:-. 

411 Main Road ·; • 
Gill, MA 01354 

413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8 - 7. 
Fresh milk, farmstead cheeses, eggs, and butter. 

Also selling Gill trash sticker-s and the Montague Repor·ter-. 

Pick-your-own fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally. 

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE 
Home Repairs & Weatherization 

TODD MULLER 
978-544-7040 

"One Call Does It Alf' 

Serving the entire 
Montague Reporter 

readership area HIC# 149347 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
cruise. travel@verizon.net 
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Northfire Brings World Class Recording Quality to Amherst 
BY FARRAH ALEXANDER -
Behind eve1y number one hit 
for megastars like Madonna, 
Kylie Minogue, and Busta 
Rhymes, there's a state-of-the­
ait recording studio, and a cast 
of highly skilled music profes­
sionals. You may be surprised to 
find a cutting edge studio locat­
ed right here in Amherst, along 
with an engineer, Angelo 
Quaglia, who worked with all 
three of those a1tists and many 
more besides. 

In late 2005, co-owners 
Demse Zullo and Berklee 
College of Music graduate 
Gan-ett Sawyer unveiled 
No1thfire Recording Studio; a 
newly built, avant-gai·de facility 
designed by highly acclaimed 
acoustician Michael Blackmer. 
Blackmer, an electro-acoustic 
engineer and audio industry vet­
eran with over 37 years of ex­
perience designing and con­
structing recording studios for 
the likes of Aerosmith, Tom 
Waits, Boston, the Cars, Boston 
Symphony Hall, Bose 
Corporation and others, is con­
sidered one of the top authori­
ties in his field. He said he, 
"considers the room as an 
instrnment of human experi­
ence." 

When Quaglia, who had been 
working in New York City, 
returned to his native Western 
Massachusetts and heai·d about 
N01thfire, he contacted Sawyer 
ai1d Zullo. They introduced him 

to the new studio, and, 
impressed with Quaglia's cre­
dentials, signed him on. 

"He has numerous gold and 
platinum records and a few 
Grammy nominations, and now 
we have him at No1thfire. We 
actually have a number of 
clients who used to go to New 
York City to record, until they 
found us, and now they're real­
ly pleased that a studio of that 
caliber's [here], and they book 
with us," Sawyer said. 

"The live room was meticu­
lously designed to have a 
smooth reverb trail, so there ai·e 
literally zero parallel surfaces," 
Quaglia points out. 

As an owner, engineer, exec­
utive producer, and perfo1mer, 
Sawyer is aware that even in the 
most sophisticated studio, the 
quality of a musician's perfo1m­
ance depends on the degree to 
which they can get accustomed 
to the space. 

"When we were designing 
the studio, we really did eve1y­
thing we could to make it be a 
comfo1table place to work in," 
Sawyer said. "For some people, 
it can feel somewhat unnatural 
to play music in a studio. But 
we really do a lot of work and 
put a lot of focus on making 
people feel at home and feel 
relaxed and comfo1table so they 
can focus on their a1t rather than 
focus on trying to adjust to 
being in a strange environ­
ment." 

Eagle Watch: Nesting News 

BY PAT CARLISLE 
GREAT FALLS - Our eagle 
family is still at home in Ba1ton 
Cove. They can be seen rear­
rai1ging materials in a nest built 
in a live oak on Eagle Island in 
1999, after a scai·e when a 
branch and the camera toppled 
in a st01m. This nest was not 
used for laying eggs; instead 
the couple returned to raise 
chicks in the dead tree nest in 
2000, where the remounted 

camera gave us eight more 
yeai-s of live action eagle view­
ing. 

That dead tree finally blew 
down last yeai·, in a windst01m 
on July 27th, well after last 
yeai·'s chick had fledged. The 
new nest is bai·ely visible in a 
canopy oflive oaks now, before 
the leaves appear, but the eagles 
can be watched as they ready 
their home. Unfortunately, 
ai10ther camera that was put in 
position to view that nest back 
in 1999 is not functional at 
present, and we will not be able 
to use it to view the nest this 
yeai·. The boat ramp off Route 2 
at Rive1-side offers a good view, 
for those with telescopes. 

We hope the camera in 
place above the new nest cai1 
be made usable after this sea­
son of eaglet raising. We are 
all hopeful, and will watch 
and repo1t the Eagle News. 
Stay tuned to this newspaper 
for updates. 

Singer, songwriter and pro­
ducer David "Goody" 
Goodrich, who has been record­
ing the film score for 
Eaithwork, a feature film about 
Stan Herd, directed by Chris 
Ordal, at No1thfire Studio, rec­
ognizes how rare studios the 
size, scale and design of 
Northfire are. 

"These places don't exist 
anymore. All the big rooms are 
closing or have closed in Los 
Angeles or New York. All the 
big, famous studios are gone. 
When I first staited recording in 
them like 20 - 25 yeai·s ago there 
were more rooms like this, but 
they're all gone, because of real 
estate being what it is. They can 
still afford to build a room like 
this here; the rents are cheaper 
and it's cheaper to live," 
Goodrich said. 

In addition to the scai·city and 
cost of real estate in major 
cities, another threat to the com­
mercial studio business is 
recording softwai·e and hard­
ware that's now available to 
consumers for home set-ups. 
However, as many seasoned 
musiciai1s have discovered, it 
may not be w01th the hassle. 

"The way I look at it, my job 
isn't really to be an engineer or 
to have a space like this," 
Goodrich said. "[Quaglia] has 
been fabulous. He's really 
excellent at what he does. It 
enables me to relax and just do 
what I do." 

"It's wo1th it to work less, 
but more efficiently and work 
with people who know what 
they're doing," Goodrich added. 

The engineers at No1thfire 
boast the versatility to develop 
and record a wide range of 
styles, such as reggae, jazz, 
rock, metal, classical, alterna­
tive, hip hop, dai1cehall, R&B, 
film scores, commercials and 
fiction and non-fiction audio­
books. 

ANGELO QUAGLIA PHOTO 

The Northjire Studio 

"In the hip hop world, we've while, which means we have 
done work for Little Brother, experience recording as a1tists 
and Dead Prez, and in reggae as well as recording as engi­
we did some work for Mr. neers. We can really understand 
Vegas, who's quite well the needs of the aitist. We speak 
known," Sawyer said. "We've the language," Sawyer said. 
done work for a lot of world Understanding the needs of 
music and folk ai1d recently for an a1tist, means understanding 
New Riders of the Purple Sage, the need to control costs. 
the famous rock band from the No1thfire's rates are almost half 
60s and 70s with a bunch of that of urban studios. 
nmnber one hits. They actually 
sta1ted with Jerry Gai·cia as one 
of the members. So we've been 
fo1tunate. We get a lot of really 
talented a1tists coming tluu 
from this area and from outside 
the area." 

"Eve1ybody who works for 
the studio is a musician and has 
been playing music for quite a 

A call or email from an aspir­
ing a1tist will produce a quick 
response, after which, a meeting 
can be a1rnnged to tour the stu­
dio, discuss the project, 
approach, and preparation. 
From there, aitists can book ses­
sions to get the project rolling. 
For more info1mation visit, 
No1thfireRecording.com 

Under~rowth Farm Presents: Gaza Strip at the Brick House 
TURNERS FALLS On 
Tuesday, Febma1y 24th, at 7 
pm., Undergrowth Fa1m in Gill 
presents: Gaza Strip, at the 
Brick House, a poignant and 
timely documenta1y film on the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine, 
with Lana Habash, of the New 
England Committee to Defend 
Palestine and Qawem Coalition, 
providing historical context and 
answering questions. 

Filmed in 2001, Gaza Strip 
pushes the viewer headlong into 
the tumult of Israeli-occupied 

Gaza, examining the lives and 
views of ordina1y Palestinians, 
especially those most affected 
by the violence: children. The 
Birck House is located at 24 3rd 
Street, Turners Falls; admission 
is free, and refreslunents will be 
provided. 

Donations will be accepted 
for medical relief in Palestine. 
This special event is pait of the 
film series, "Movements for 
Self-Determination," hosted by 
Undergrowth Fa1m. 

Gaza Scene, efter the Israeli Incursion 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

HOURS: LUNCH TUES • FRI, 11 :30 • 2:30 • DINNER RJES • 
SAT, 5 • 9 • SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 • 2, DINNER 5 • 8 

We serve homegrown, farm-inspired food and 
drink. Presented simply, using the best ingre­

dients om our neig_hborhood. 
PHONE 413 774 3150 

44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD Teny Sicard 
Sales Associate 

56 4th Street• Turners Falls, 
MASS.01376 

OFFICE (413) 863-1393 
HOME (413) 863-2191 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

www.sokoloskyrealty.com 

llem1nd 
• Farn, Tresb l;.ggs , 
• ~!,ole ~oastir,9 Cbi,~eo 
• Pot Pies 
• Hon,eMade Soups 
• 'Pesserts 

Produds Vary ~eekly 

Farm Stai,d Opei, Moi,day - Saturday • Ci a.n,. - Ci p.n,. 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 




