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Wendell Cell Tower 
FINAL HEARING, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH 

After several weeks of hearings, the Wendell zoning board of appeals is 
nearing a decision on the proposed future use of the disused communica­
tions tower on Lockes Hill Road. Nearly 200 feet tall, the former radio 
tower was once pait of a chain of milita1y communication links devel­
oped as pa1t of the federal government's nuclear war preparation plan­
ning. Advances in satellite technology made the tower obsolete; it has 
been out of use for a number of yeai·s. Now AT&T Wireless has pro­
posed installing cell phone transmitters atop the tower. Residents have 
raised objections, and town officials have questioned the legalities of 
the proposal. The final hearing before the ZBA will be held on 
Thursday, Februa1y 12th at 7 p m. at the town hall. For a look at the 
controversy from one resident's point of view, see PAGE 5 

Teens meet 
Lawmakers 

tion process. Music was 
provided by pianist Seth 
Glier, with some "open 
mic" opporhmities for 
other teens, and the event 
was recorded by GCTV. 
Emceeing the event was 
CCT Coordinator Angel 
Russek. 

Kellaher Takes 
Montague DPW Post 

Montague finally has a 
new DPW superinten­
dent. After opening the 
search to a second round 
of candidates, the 
Montague selectboard 
interviewed two finalists 
in the yearlong search on 
January 30th. On 
Monday, February 2nd, 
Gary Kellaher, former 
director of highway main­
tenance for the 

Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority, accepted the 
position. 

"I'm a hands on type of 
guy," said Kellaher. "I 
started at the ground 
level, as a laborer, then a 
heavy equipment opera­
tor, then a middle manag­
er, and finally with the 
senior staff." After 25 
years with the agency, 

see Highway, pg 9 

Hallmark Student Housing 
Hearing Postponed 

MONTAGUE - to finish our traffic study, 
According to town plan- and deal with a number of 
ner Robin She1man, the other areas of concern. 
application for a pennit to We'll get this done. We 
build sh1dent housing for want to finish everything 
the Hallmark lnstih1te of up." 
Photography on the south Asked if Hallmark still 
side of Millers Falls Road hoped to have the new 
has been withdrawn, for buildings - intended to 
the time being. "They did- provide housing for 144 
n't have all their infonna- students - ready for the 
tion ready," said She1man. strut of fall semester this 
"They will refile it." year, Okhowski said, 

Hallmark's attorney, "That's still a goal." But 
Greg Olchowski, said, he insisted, "We want to 
"Basically the planning do it right. We don't want 
board doesn't want to deal to do it piecemeal." 
with this concept as a 
work in progress. We have 

BY JARED LIBBY 
GREENFIELD - On 
Friday, Janua1y 30th, the 
Greenfield Youth Center 
was the site of an unlike­
ly pairing: teens and 
politicians. Similar to the 
"Rock the Vote" events 
in which youth get the 
opportunity to speak to 
and ask questions of 
political officials, the 
Community Coalition for 
Teens sponsored the 2nd 
annual Franklin/North 
Quabbin Legislative 
Forum for Youth. The 
event was an oppo1tunity 
for teens to speak directly 
with legislators on their 
own turf. About 100 peo­
ple were in attendance 
including local teens; 
representatives Stephen 
Kulik and Chris Donelan; 
senator Stanley 
Rosenberg; Gre-enfield 
mayor Christine Forgey; 
representatives of local 
Democratic, Republican, 
and Green/Rainbow par­
ties; as well as members 
of numerous local service 
agencies/pro gr ams 
including FCAC, the 
Brick House, Young 
Entrepreneurs, Dial Self, 
Americorps, the YMCA 
and and the Montague 
Catholic Social Ministries. 
Gre-enfield town clerk 
Maureen Winseck was on 
hand to register voters 
and answer questions 
regarding the local elec-

Pulling no punches, 
teens proved they were 
not there simply to give 
legislators a PR opportu­
nity. The first question 
brought up the issue of 
same-sex maITiage. The 
panel all showed suppo1t 
for the recent 
Massachusetts Supreme 
Court ruling stating that 
same-sex couples cannot 
be denied the right to 
marry. Sen. Rosenberg 
then pointed to the con­
stitutional amendment 
proposal on Capitol Hill 
that would define mar­
riage as a union between 
a man and a woman. 
Same-sex marriage, an 
issue of importance to 
both teens and legisla­
tors, is reaching a boiling 
point where Massachusetts 
could affum that denying 
any couple the right to 
many is unconstihltional 
or an amendment to the 
constitution could be 
passed to the contra1y. 
Rep. Kulik went on to 
say that it is simply a 
matter of equal 

Delays in Erving 
Fire Station Questioned 

see TEENS, pg 6 

BY HYRUM HUSKEY 
JR. 
ERVING - Delays in the 
Erving fire house's roof 
construction project came 
under some testy scmtiny 
at the Erving selectboard 
meeting on Monday 
night, F ebma1y 2nd. The 
four-way conversation 
was held between archi­
tect Roy Brown ( on a 
speaker phone), board 
chair Andrew Tessier, 
administrative coordina­
tor Tom Sharp, and Vern 
HaITington, co-owner of 
Thayer Street Associates, 
the project's contractor. 

Tessier asked 
Harrington about con­
struction delays and ques-

tioned how much ----------------------, 
of a presented time ,..,.,_......_ 
and charges bill for 
$41,874 should be 
paid. HaITington 
responded there 
was also some-
where between 
$8,000 and 
$10,000 not billed, 
but due for addi­
tional completed 
Change Orders 
w o r k 
Administrative 
coordinator Tom 
Sharp then phoned 
architect Roy 

Thayer Street Associates blame the weather for 
project delays at Erving fire station 

Brown and 
switched on the speaker 
phone for Brown to join 
the discussion. Brown 

acts as tmofficial clerk of 
the works on the project, 
according to Sharp. 

Asked when siding 
would be applied, 
see ERVING, pg 7 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

A prrrr-fect day 
for some catnip 

Duluth 

Duluth is a four-year-old 
sho1t hair brown tiger cat in 
need of a good home. She is a 
very happy, friendly cat who 
just loves to roll around in her 
catnip. 

To learn more about adopting 
Duluth, please contact the Dakin 
Animal Shelter in Leverett at 
548-9898 or via email at 
info@dakinshelter.org. 

Wendell/ New 
Salem Libraries 

Finished the 
Buffalo Soldier yet? 

NANCY L. DOLE 
B□□KS & EPHEMERA 

117 

BUYING AND SELLING 
USED BOOKS 

32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR 
SHELBURNE FALLS 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 
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JOHN PETERS PHOTO 
Fire management work in progress on the Montague Plains 

(off Lake Pleasant Road) 

Valentine Party at 
Carnegie Library 
A Valentine Party will be 

held at the Carnegie Library in 
Turners Falls on Saturday, Feb. 
7th at 2 p m. Children of all 
ages are invited to participate in 
the numerous free activities led 
by Bev Whitbeck. Participants 
can decorate Valentines, make 
beaded hea1ts and tissue paper 
flowers with chocolate kisses 
inside. Other options include 
making candy necklaces and 
candy airplanes. All craft mate­
rials will be supplied. Valentine 
refreshments will be served. No 
registration is needed. The pro­
gram is cosponsored by the 
Gill-Montague Council of the 
Family Network. 

For more information, please 
call 863-3214. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Kimberly Santiago of Turners Falls and other children from the 
Kids Place after school program have been sculpting life size 
animal models out of papier-mache with the help of Gill artist 
Lynda Hodsdon Mayo at the Carnegie Library. The project is 
supported by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology 
Act as administered by the Massachusetts 

Board of Library Commissioners. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES FEB 9th -13th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. Advanced registra­
tion at many of our activities is 
necessa1y. We need to know 
how many people will be join­
ing so we can prepare our 
space adequately. A suggested 
donation of $1 per exercise 
class is appreciated. Lunch 
rese1vations need to be called 
in by 11 :30 a.m. the day 
before. Call Bunny Caldwell 
at 863-9357 weekdays 
between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. (Leave message on 
machine at other times.) 
Transportation to the center 
can be provided. Trip coordi­
nator is Jean Chase. Make trip 
rese1vations by calling 772-
6356. Payment and menu 
choice is due three weeks p1ior 
to nip. All Morgan nips leave 
from the Parking Lot on First 
Sn·eet across from the Police 
Station. 

Monday 9th 
I 0: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
I :00 p.m. PACE Aerobics 
2:00 p.m. Craft Club 
Tuesday 10th 

10:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
Wednesday 11th 
10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 12th 
I :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday 13th 
9:45 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
I :00 p.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant Street, Elvingside 
(Old Center School, 1st Floor), 
is open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
for activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
rese1vations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at (413) 
423-3308. Lunch daily at 
11 :30 a.m. with rese1vations a 
day in advance by 11 :00 a.m. 
Transpo1tation can be provid­
ed for meals, shopping 
(Thursdays), or medical neces­
sity by calling Dana Moore at 
(978) 544-3898. 

Monday 9th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libnuy 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday 10th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:00 p.m. Oil Painting 

Wednesday 11th 
10:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 12th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:00 p.m. SERVE Tum-in 
deadline 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Road. Call 
Kathy Swaim at (978) 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate n·ans­
po1tation. 

CHOLESTEROL 
SCREENINGS 
Offered Wednesdays from 8-
11 a.m. at the Franklin 
Medical Center, conference 
room A, for just $4. 

MONEY MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 
Assists elders who have diffi­
culty w1iting checks or manag­
ing their basic living expenses 
for many reasons. To receive 
se1vices or volunteer to help 
with the program, call 
Franklin County Home Care 
773-5555 or 800-732-4636 
and ask for the Money 
Management Program 
Coordinator. 

February 5, 2004 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
AT THE MOVIES 
"E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial" 

The Montague Police and Montague 
Recreation Department will present 
E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, Friday, 
February 6, 2004 at 6:30 PM in the 
Sheffield Auditorium. 
Charlie Brown's Valentine special will 
be shown at 6 PM before the feature 
film and special •ET treats will be 
distributed during the showing (can 
you guess?) These free movies are 
sponsored by the Montague Elk's 
Lodge -If, 2521 in their efforts 
through their drug awareness com• 
mittee to present healthy cost free 
family events to their citizens. 

Montagm.• Pa1·ks 
and Recn•ation Dt>pa11ment 

OPEN GYM 
Sheffit>ld Elt>mt>nta1-y School 
Crocker Avenue, Turners Falls 

The Montague Parks and 
Recreation Department 
would like to announce 
their Open Gym schedule 
for this winter. 

Tuesdays 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
(Youth/Family) 

Wednesdays 7:30pm -9:00pm 
(Adult, 18+) 

F1idays 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
(Youth/Family) 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 
(Adult, 18+) 

There will be no Open Gym 
on February 17, 19, & 20. 
Admission is $.50 for Youth, 
and $ 1. 00 for Adults 18 and 
up. Schedule is subject to 
change. Contact MPRD at 
863-3216 for more details. 

Ask about our 
$25 motivational 

rebate 

Personal Fitness Program 
Need help losing weight, getting 
fit and feeling great? Let the Y 
staff teach you to love exercise. 

The YMCA in Greenfield 
773-3646 

THE 
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Can We Afford to Renovate the Carnegie Library? 
BY MICHAEL NAUGHTON 
MONTAGUE Budget season 
is in full swing these days, and 
that means that anything we 
say today may well not be true 
tomorrow. (A case in point is 
the proposed GMRSD budget, 
which had to be revised the day 
after it was approved, when the 
governor's budget was 
released, canceling earlier esti­
mates of a drop in Chapter 70 
funding.) Up to now, the select­
board and finance committee 
have simply been collecting 
info1mation, and so far there 
haven't been any real surprises. 
Understandably, most depa1t­
ments fe.el they don't have 
enough money now, and virh1-
ally all say that further cuts 
would be devastating. It seems 
like a sure bet that eve1yone 
won't get what they want, but 
it's still way too early to predict 
how everything will shake out, 
and there's a lot of work to do 
before we get there. 

In the meantime, some peo­
ple are looking ahead and won­
dering how to react to the news 
that the Carnegie Libra1y has 

been awarded $1. 8 million 
towards it's $4.6 million reno-
vation project, on the condition 
that the library come up with 
the $2.8 million balance by 
May of 2005. Predictably, reac­
tions range across the board, 
from those who think the town 
simply can't afford it to those 
who think that something needs 
to be done and this is the best 
chance to do it. And then there 
are those who wonder if there 
isn't some less expensive alter­
native. Participants in the 
GFMS/TFHS renovation pro­
ject debates may be pardoned 
for having a sense of deja vu. 

By their ve1y nahrre, ques­
tions of what is "affordable" 
defy black and white answers, 
since they depend so heavily on 
the circumstances of whoever 
is asking the question. For 
towns, one rough measure ( and 
there are several) is that overall 
debt service should be some­
where between 5% and 10% of 
the yearly operating budget. 
For FY 2004, Montague's debt 
service, not including the 
schools, is around $200,000, 

,I,~~ 
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If Montague came up 
with all the money for the 

Carnegie Library project, it 
would add between 35 and 
40 cents to the tax, rate. By 
contrast, our payments on 
the GFMSllFHS project 
have added at least one 
dollar to the tax, rate for 

the years before the state's 
reimbursement kicks in. 

which is just tmder 4% of the 
overall budget. But ifwe add in 
the wastewater treatment plant, 
which has a lot of debt (almost 
26% of its budget), the figure 
rises to almost 8112%. If we 
include the Turners Falls Fire 
District, whose debt is 14% of 
its budget, the figure goes to 

ClarifVing last week's school budget figures 
As other, wiser men have noted, 

budget season is in full swing 
these days, and that means that 
anything we say today may well 
not be true tomorrow. So with the 
news of last week's Gill-Montague 
Regional School District's prelimi­
nary budget. As we reported in the 
Jan. 29th issue of the Montague 
Reporter, on Tuesday, January 
27th, the school committee 
approved a $14,035,755 operation 
and maintenance budget that 
essentially level funded last year's 
figures. 

Basing their assumption on the 
fact that 148 students had left the 
district since '04, GMRSD budget 
planners estimated state aid to the 
district would fall in '05 to 
$5,200,000. But Governor 
Romney surprised them by level 
funding Chapter 70 aid dollar for 
dollar at last year's figure: 
$5,636,381. 

As we checked in with Gill­
Montague business manager Lyn 

<Diemand 
J1arm 
,r $tore 

open Everyday 
7am-6pm 

978-544-3806 
126 Mormon Hollow Rd 

Wendell 

Bassett last Wednesday, she was 
still a bit incredulous about 
whether the governor's figures 
could be for real. But, at least for 
now, it seems they are. 
Representative Steve Kulik 
explains: 

"The reason why the Gill­
Montague school district prelimi­
nary budget figure for Chapter 70 
aid did not go down in the gover­
nor's budget is because everyone 
was 'held harmless' with the FY 
'04 Chapter 70 figures. In FY '04, 
enrollment declines adversely 
affected Gill-Montague, and any 
other district that had enrollment 
declines. There was a range of 
budget cuts for Chapter 70 that 
went as deep as 20%. The simple 
reason for no change in (Chapter 
70 funding for) FY '05 is that no 
one will get less than they got last 
year. Status quo prevails. Of 
course, that's the governor's pro­
posal, but the House and Senate 
are both very much on the path to 

level funding, also with the 'hold 
harmless' provision." 

That was the plus side of the 
governor's budget. On the minus 
side, projections for students 
choicing out of the district and 
leaving for charter schools show 
the district losing roughly 
$250,000. But the good news out­
weighed the bad, and positively 
affected the schools' initial 
assessment request to the mem­
ber towns. 

Bassett said she is still erring on 
the side of caution, in case the 
governor's budget figures don't 
hold up. But, assuming Chapter 70 
aid at $5,636,381, the Gill­
Montague assessment request to 
the towns will now equal a 3.8% 
increase over last year's figures 
for Montague (excluding capital 
debt), or $197,708 more than last 
year's request; and a 13.1 % 
decrease for Gill (excluding capital 
debt), or $137,855 less than last 
year's request. 

NOW OPEN 
IN MILLERS FALLS! 

ARE MAILINGS COSTING 
YOU TOO MUCH? 

24 Hour ATM, Western 
Union, All your Shipping & 

Handling Needs, USPS, 
UPS, FedEx, Faxing. 

Graphic Design, 
Printing & Copying, 

Laminating, and more! 
Also Serving Fresh 
Brewed Coffee and 

Baked Goods! 
TEL: 413-659-3818 
FAX: 41 3-6S9-0292 

Moil Moster con save you 
Time and Money! 

Serving SmaH and Large Businesses since /987. 
Make Mo,1 Master yoor First Choice: 
• &reading and Presorting for the Lowest Postal Rates 
• Collating. Inserting. Tabbing. Folding 
• Address Veriftcor!on • Redudng IMmed Postage 
• Custom Hand IMJrk, Fort Tumof(JJJnd 
• Aurommed Mad Processing 
• lobe/ Printing and Applit:mkJn 
• £/earonic Dma Trons[er 
• Databcse Design & List Managemem 
• Postal De/Ivery 

over 9112%. Finally, if we 
include Montague's share of 
GMRSD's budget, where the 
debt is about 3%, the overall 
figure drops to just under 
6112%. 

So, does Montague have a lot 
of debt? Can ( or should) the 
town take on more? The 
answer depends both on your 
definition of "affordable" and 
what you decide to include. 
Another way to look at it is to 
consider the effect on the tax 
rate. Assuming equal yearly 
payments, borrowing $1 mil­
lion over 20 years at 2% costs 
about $60,000 a year, or about 
12 cents per thousand. 
Borrowing at 4% would raise it 
to almost 15 cents. So a rough 
guess is that if Montague came 
up with all the money for the 
Carnegie project, it would add 
between 3 5 and 40 cents to the 
tax rate. (Of course, due to our 
split rate, it would be less for 
homeowners and more for 
commercial taxpayers.) By 
contrast, our payments on the 
GFMS/TFHS project have 
added at least one dollar to the 
tax rate for the years before the 
state's reimbursement kicks in. 

The problem with compar­
isons is there are so many dif­
ferent ways to make them. The 
GFMS/TFHS project as a 
whole, for example, will cost 
Montague taxpayers about $3.5 
million (that's 85% of 10% of 
the main project at $31.4 mil­
lion plus 85% of the extra $1 
million for the pool). So, on 

one side you can say we're get­
ting two new schools for only 
25% more than the Carnegie 
price tag; on the other, you can 
say we'd be getting a brand 
new library for about three 
times what we'll pay for the 
pool alone. Which one offers a 
better comparison? 

In my opinion, no matter 
how you look at our town­
owned buildings, they're in fair 
to poor shape, and the more we 
put off dealing with them the 
bigger the problems we'll have 
down the road. It's awfully 
tempting to put off starting new 
projects tmtil times are better, 
but we've been doing that for 
over a decade, and each new 
year seems to bring a fresh set 
of excuses. At some point, we 
have to face up to the fact that 
if we want to own these build­
ings as a town then we have a 
responsibility to take care of 
them, and like most responsi­
bilities it won't wait forever. I 
think it's high time our civic 
decision-makers take a stand 
on where our infrastn1chrre fits 
into our municipal priority list, 
and then sta1t making budget 
decisions accordingly. 

Mike Naughton has been a 

Montague resident since 1974 and a 

finance committee member since fis­
cal 2001. He can be reached at 

mjnaught@crocker.com, or by look­
ing in the telephone book. The opin­
ions expressed here are his own and 

are not necessarily shared by any­
one else in town government. 

~f clear Choi 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 
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COMPUTER SERVICES 
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MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE 

VIRUS REMOVAL 
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Signs of Global 
Warming 

Groundhog Day has passed, 
and though the grotmdhog must 
have seen his shadow - arotmd 
Montague anyway - that leaves 
less than six weeks to go before 
winter is officially over, no mat­
ter how you read the calendar. 

Grotmdhog Day - Febma1y 
2nd, falls halfway between the 
Winter Solstice and the Vernal 
Equinox, so once the midpoint 
of the dark season is reached, 
the lengthening days and the 
quickening sap foretell spring 
more certainly than any wood­
chuck could. In the Christian 
calendar, Februa1y 2nd is 
Candlemas, when the blessing 
of the candles takes place. In 
Celtic lore, the day was set aside 
to honor Brigid, goddess oflight 
and abtmdance. Her festival was 
known as Imbolc, Gaelic for 
ewe's milk, because it fell at the 
time of year when sheep began 
lactating, and the first lambs 
were born. All these signs and 
symbols point to the regenera­
tion of life that becomes evident 
at this point in the Ea1th's celes­
tial orbit each year. 

Signs like these are evident 
even along Route 2, in 

Shelburne Falls, where Joe 
Davenport's Mobil station posts 
a marquee to passing motorists 
with weather related aphorisms 
like, "Visit Frosty the Joe-Man," 
which ran for several weeks in 
Janua1y when the temperature 
was down in the minus mun­
bers. His sign has been recently 
updated to read simply, "Come 
On Global Warming," a senti­
ment widely shared among all 
our towns. 

Here in Montague, the bitter 
cold of Janua1y has given way 
to a balmy spate of 30 degree 
days, and the townspeople have 
turned out in shirtsleeves as if it 
were Jtme already. With the 
Patriots winning, not even a 
sudden blizzard on Tuesday 
night could dampen our spirits 
for long. Soon the smell of 
maple sap boiling in the sugar­
houses will sweeten the air, and 
the first snowdrops and crocuses 
will push fo1th their blooms. 

Six more weeks of winter? 
They can't be anywhere near as 
cold and drear as the six we've 
just been through. Cheer up. 
The worst is over. Spring is 
almost here. 

Wendell Peace Vigil 
Wendell Peace Vigil -At dusk on February 15th, 2003, millions 
around the world lit candles for peace. From time zone to time 
zone an evolving circle of hope formed. This year each commu­
nity again is encouraged to host a vigil on that date I. In Wendell 
we will gather at 6:00pm on the common. Bring your candles as 
together we envision a world unmarked by military, economic, 
or social conflict. For further information contact Rev. Adele 
Smith-Penniman at978-544- l 891. 

■ 1111111,1111 
A vigil for peace will also be held on the common in 

Montague Center at dusk on Februaiy 15th. Bring candles 
and join in the spirit of peace. 

We welcome your letters. 
Letters must be 400 words or less and must be signed. Please include 

your name, address and phone number. Deadline is noon on Tuesday. 

~be fflontague 3Reporter 
24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

:~siGN--ME--uP-!---· 
Now only $20 for 26 issues! 

'Qr:{Je ;!Flllontague 31..\eporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name 

Address ------------------
Town _________ State __ Zip ___ _ 
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The Frontrunner 
"How do you ask a man to be the last man to die for a mistake?" 

John Kerry, testif!yingfor Vietnam Veterans Against the War 

to the Sen ate Committee on Foreign Relations, -April 2 3, 19 71 
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"The American people would never accept the legitimacy of this war unless the administration 
first presented detailed evidence of the threat of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction and proved 

that it had exhausted all other options to protect our national security." 

Senator]ohn Kerry, before voting to authorize Bush to use force against Iraq - October 9, 2002 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

GMRSD Spells Success 
In the 1/15/04 edition of the 

Montague Reporter, Philippe 
Deguise explores the issue of 
enrollment decline in the Gill­
Montague regional school dis­
trict. While Deguise presented 
a wide range of information, in 
total the a1ticle might give the 
wrong impression. One quota­
tion in particular represents 
what I have sensed is a general 
misperception about the district 
and Tumers Falls High: ''The 
ranking of the school system is 
low, the test results are low, 
and students haven't gone on 
to do remarkable things." 

First, to my knowledge, 
MCAS scores provide the only 
available basis for school rank­
ing. Our results for the tenth 
grade MCAS over the last four 
years have been in line with 
state-wide averages and com­
pare nearly equally with sur­
rotmding school districts. 

Remarkably, an average of 
thiity-nine percent of students 
in the last four years have gone 
on to attend universities or 
four-year colleges. Our stu­
dents have matriculated in pres­
tigious schools like 
Northeastern, Brown, Cornell, 
McGill, Mount Holyoke, Bard, 
Wheaton, and Skidmore. In 

naming these schools, I do not 
want to minimize the achieve­
ment of the many students who 
have gone on to a host of other 
four-year schools too munerous 
to mention. An additional thir­
ty-five percent more of our stu­
dents go to two-year colleges 
after graduation. 

While many people view 
success academically, that is 
not the only kind of success. 
One student, Julie McCarthy, 
wanted to add the following 
info1ma.tion about sh1dent 
achievement: 

"In the pa.st few years there 
have been great accomplish­
ments in athletics. The girls' 
softball team went to the state 
championship, the girls' swim 
team became multiple Western 
Mass champion, the golf team 
earned the state title, and most 
recently, the girls' volleyball 
team went to the state champi­
onship. A number of players on 
these and other teams are rec­
ognized on the Western Mass 
All-Scholarship and All­
Academic teams ea.ch year. 
Several of these players contin­
ue to play spo1ts like soccer, 
field hockey and volleyball at 
colleges like Mount Holyoke. 
Despite the unfo11tmate circtun-

stances sunotmding recent 
school budgets, sh1dents utilize 
existing resources and oppo11t1-
nities to achieve success in 
sports, higher education, and 
resources." 

Julie's suggestion that we do 
ve1y well with what we have 
deserves repeating. I know the 
research I did for this response 
does not represent all of the 
successes and achievements of 
our students, and yet even 
within the limited scope of this 
response I know Gill-Montague 
Regional School District is suc­
cessful. I hope this info1mation 
helps us appreciate what we 
have so that residents can feel 
comfo1table with a decision to 
keep their children in the dis­
trict. 

Karl M. Dziura 
English Language Arts 
Instmctor 
Turners Falls High School 

------------
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BY ROBBIE LEPPZER 
WENDELL-

As an opponent of the 
proposed second cell phone 
tower in Wendell, I was feeling 
optimistic at the prospects that 
this proposal would be tumed 
down by the Wendell Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) - right 
up until the end of Monday 
night's (2/2) meeting at the 
Wendell Town Hall. AT&T 
Wireless, a multi-million dollar 
telecommtmications company, 
wants to put cell phone 
transmitters on top of an 
existing tower on Lockes Hill in 
Wendell. The nearly 200-foot 
tower was originally built in 
1957 as a microwave relay 
station for military 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

_____ C _I T_I_Z E_N_~ ED I TOR I Al 

WENDELL CELL PHONE TOWER DEBATE 

Will Big Money Win Out? 
communications in the event of 
nuclear war. As satellites made 
this technology obsolete, the 
tower has not been used as a 
communications facility for 
over a decade. AT&T (parent 
company to AT&T Wireless), 
which operated the facility for 
the govemment, sold the tower 
to American Towers in 2000. 

The tower has long been an 
eyesore in Wendell, with its 
large hom-like transmitters and 
constantly blinking beacon 
light. Since the mid- l 990s, 
town officials, at the request of 
local residents, have been 
seeking ways to remove the 
discontinued tower. Now, 
AT&T Wireless wants to make 
the tower active again by 

installing personal cell phone 
transmitters to fill a gap they 
claim in cell phone coverage for 
the area. 

Ninety-five percent of 
Wendell residents who have 
spoken at public hearings 
dealing with the company's 
request have opposed the new 
use of the tower. 

Myron Becker, chair of the 
ZBA, acknowledged in the 
hearing on February 2nd that 
the proposed facility violates 
Wendell's bylaws, which state 
that a cell tower cannot be 
located within 1000 feet of 
residences; (there are 12 houses 
within this zone on Lockes Hill) 
and that a cell tower cannot be 
more than 30% above the forest 

canopy; (the existing tower is 
approximately 200% above 
treeline). The bylaw explicitly 
states that all new proposals 
must adhere to these 
regulations. There is no 
"grandfather clause" for pre­
existing towers. 

AT&T Wireless has asked for 
a variance to these regulations. 
However, Phil Delorey, 
Wendell's building inspector, 
recommends that the town tum 
down the variance request, 
because none of the legal 
criteria for granting a variance 
is met by AT&T Wueless's case. 
David Maxson, a radio engineer 
hired by the town to perfo1m a 
technical evaluation, stated that 
AT&T Wireless's proposal will 
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not fill a substantial gap in 
AT &T's cell phone coverage 
and, he said, there were less 
intrusive options available. 

At the Feb. 2nd meeting, I 
presented a smvey of cell 
coverage in Wendell I 
conducted using a Sprint phone 
(a competitor of AT&T 
Wireless). I traveled all the main 
roads of Wendell and was able 
to make phone calls in most 
locations. 16 out of 19 attempts 
to make cell calls were 
successful along Lockes Village 
Road, Wendell Depot Road, 
West Road, and New Salem 
Road, including such highly 

see TOWER, pg 14 
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Remembering Wendell Streeter 
Buy and Sell Coins 

Incense -Bring in this ad 
& get 1 free! 

BY MARVIN SHEDD 
BERNARDSTON lost one of 
its leading citizens recently 
with the death of Wendell 
Streeter. Wendell was one of 
those larger than life characters 
that come along only rarely. 
The eldest of nine children, 
much of his childhood was 
spent working at the family 
business, Streeter's General 
Store in Bernardston. It was 
there that he leamed many of 
the skills that would make him 
a successful businessman and 
public se1vant. 

Upon graduation from 
Bentley College in 1932, 
Streeter was offered two jobs. 
The first was an office job in 
Boston. The second offer, from 
the United Fruit Company, 
would have required him to 
remain in Central America for 
three years. Both were 
undoubtedly good jobs that 
would have paid well and 
afforded him a great deal of 
experience. Neither appealed to 
him, as he disliked the city and 
did not care to be away from 
his hometown for that long. 
Ultimately, he declined both 
offers and reh1med home to 
assume the role of storekeeper. 
In addition to running the 
family business, he set about 
seeing what he could do to 
make his town and community 
a better place. 

Wendell typified the small 
town country businessmen that 
have dotted the landscape of 
New England for years. A tall 
man with a large frame, he had 
a quiet voice, a gentle, 
considerate nahlfe, yet could be 
decisive and firm when he 
needed to be. He approached 
his business and his employees 
in a fair and honest manner; 

Wendell Streeter 

you always knew where you 
stood with Wendell. He took 
the same approach in dealing 
with customers. Whether you 
were a local or an out-of­
towner, he treated you with 
courtesy and respect. Simply 
put, it was the way his parents 
had raised him. The values he 
leamed from his parents were 
the guiding principles he used 
to nm the business. 

When customers asked him 
why there was no beer for sale 
at Streeter's, he told them, 
"We've never sold beer and we 
never will. We were brought up 
strict Methodists and we 
weren't raised to sell booze." 
Despite the fact that Streeter's 
probably could have done 
pretty well selling beer and 
wine, he stuck to his 
upbringing and, to this day, 
they do not sell beer or wine. 
People would frequently ask if 
it bothered him to lose sales to 
the New Hampshire liquor 
stores. In typical Streeter 

fashion, he would 
declare, "I don't 
care if they drive to 
New Hampshire, as 
long as they stop 
here to get gas!" 

It is precisely 
this steadfast 
approach that 
eamed him the 
admiration and 
respect of not only 
his younger 
brothers and 
sisters, but of many 
people across the 
Valley. The small 
town values that 
shaped him, served 
him well in the 
family business 
and in his career as 
a public se1vant. 

To call Streeter a public servant 
doesn't do him justice. His 
government service and 
community work were 
exemplary. Fire chief, assessor, 
school committee and 
selectman are just a few of the 
jobs that he brought his 
knowledge, experience and 
integrity to. For many years, he 
distinguished himself as a 
cotmty commissioner. 

In 1970, he ran 
unsuccessfully for state 
representative. It was not a job 
he truly desired but, as he 
explained to me, he had 
promised someone that he 
would be a candidate. An early 
suppo1ter of the fo1mation of a 
tech school, and long an 
advocate of alternative energy 
sources, he always had the best 
interest of his community at 
heart. Professionalism and 
diplomacy were his hallmarks; 
traits too often lacking in 
politics today. 

I worked for Streeter for five 
years and, without question, he 
taught me more than anyone 
else I ever worked for. I still 
use, on a daily basis, the values 
and tools that he taught me, 
which is perhaps the greatest 
compliment I could pay him. 
Wendell Streeter will be 
missed; by the family that 
loved him, by the town that he 
se1ved and by the greater 
community that he spent much 
of his life working to improve. 
We'll not see the likes of him 
anytime soon. 
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rights as well as civil rights. 
Another issue addressed was 

the lack of public transporta­
tion within Franklin County. A 
teenage employee of 
McDonalds mentioned her 
problems with the infrequency 
of service, making public 
transport an unreliable means 
for those who need it to get to 
work. Chris Forgey stepped up 
with a response that seems all 
too common these days - the 
money just isn't there. While 
Forgey is in regular contact 
with both the FRTA and 
GMTA, there simply isn't any 
funding to increase services. 
Rep. Donelan went on to say 
that while larger metropolitan 
areas have more regular public 
transportation riders, the west­
ern part of the state barely has 
enough riders to support the 
current routes. He added, "We 
should have access to services 
of the same caliber as larger 
cities", but was at a loss to 
explain how this could be 
accomplished. 

Illustrating a mature grasp of 
local issues, the next point 
questioned the lack of avail­
able treatment for substance 
abuse problems. Mayor Forgey 
agreed with that sentiment, 
stating "there aren't sufficient 
facilities for alcohol or sub­
stance abuse." Again, funding 
seemed to be the main prob­
lem. Forgey said the town just 
doesn't have money to fund 
these programs, but she is 
working with local social ser­
vice agencies that do provide 
these services. Finally, she 
offered that anyone who came 
to the mayor's office seeking 
assistance would not be turned 
away, but referred to an appro­
priate agency. Sen. Rosenberg 
added that 80% of prisoners 
have a substance abuse prob­
lem, and while approximately 
$40,000 per year is spent to 
keep an inmate locked-up, this 
money does not go to fund 
rehab programs and thus is a 

short-sighted fix. 
Another question posed 

dealt with a common topic in 
Greenfield news: what's going 
on with big businesses moving 
into town? Forgey, who has no 
doubt discussed the issue 
dozens of times since her elec­
tion, put it simply, "Ifwe think 
about this the right way we can 
reach a balance." She men­
tioned the co-existance of 
chains like Stop n' Shop and 
Big Y, with local enterprises 
such as Foster's and Green 
Fields Market. 

Clean Elections was briefly 
on the table. Rep. Kulik spoke 
to the issue as a supporter, 
describing Clean Elections as 
something that voters can sup­
port, but ultimately is left up to 
legislators - most of whom 
favor the traditional private 
fundraising methods. 

The last issue-based ques­
tion dealt with school funding, 
an important topic locally as 
well as nationally. Sen. 
Rosenberg recalled some facts 
for the audience. While educa­
tion is the second-highest 
growing funding target in 
Massachusetts, the funding is 
still lower than the national 
average. 

Crystal Cummings, a student 
at GCC asked an opportune 
question for this forum: how 
do you advocate for threatened 
programs that you believe in? 
Rep. Donelan provided words 
of encouragement, suggesting 
that the best thing to do is to 
get out there and educate peo­
ple about the need for and 
value of the services. Also, it 
is a constituent's right and 
obligation to contact his/her 
representatives when govern­
ment funding is being cut for 
valuable programs. Pushing 
the issue further, Beth 
Waryasz, another GCC stu­
dent, asked how to prevent 
these funding problems in the 
first place. Unforhmately there 
is no cut-and-dried answer to 
this question. Rep. Donelan 
offered a pair of suggestions: 
the first being to impose new 
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(left to right) State Representatives Chris Donelan and Steve Kulik, Jaymee Conway of 
Greenfield, Senator Stan Rosenberg, Chris Pride of Shelburne Falls and Greenfield 

Mayor Chris Forgey 2nd annual Franklin/North Quabbin 

taxes that will probably be 
vetoed by Governor Romney, 
and the second, more viable, 
option being to bring in busi­
nesses which will provide 
more jobs and business taxes. 
While Donelan admitted, "It's 
not an immediate solution," he 
added, "It's looking down the 
road." 

The four panel members 
were each given an opporhmi­
ty for closing remarks. Mayor 
Forgey asked that everyone 
bear with Greenfield's new 
government struchll'e while it 
goes through its growing pains 
and offered encouragement to 
the youth in attendance, say­
ing, "Don't be afraid to follow 
your passions." Sen. 
Rosenberg added that politi­
cians form opinions on issues 
after talking to constih1ents. 
Again, it is a constituent's 
right and responsibility to 
speak out when something 
seems amiss. "Don't give up." 
Finally, he added that the elec­
tion process is a built-in sys­
tem for voicing one's opinions. 

BAKER 

Legislative Forum for Youth. 

Rep. Donelan commended 
those who made the event hap­
pen as well as those in atten­
dance. "This is twice the event 
it was last year," he said. He 
then mentioned how much of a 
learning experience his first 
term in office has been. 
Finally, Kulik spoke echoing 
Rosenberg's point. "We learn 
from you, we need to hear 
from you to shape our actions 
in office." The Youth Center 
teemed with muh1al respect as 
legislators came to understand 
that teens have a grasp on 
important issues facing them 
and their families, while teens 
could see politicians genuinely 
interested in their thoughts and 
opinions. 

When asked about the suc­
cess of the event, Sarah 
Bernstein, a member of the 
planning committee, said that 
it was an amazing event and 
the legislators did an excellent 
job of fielding the youths' 
questions. She was also 
thrilled with the turnout - near­
ly twice as many people as had 
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been planned. Bernstein added 
that she was particularly proud 
of the youths in attendance 
whom she works with at 
FCAC Youth Programs. 

Following the questions 
posed to the panel, Yusuf 
Hamdan, an 18-year-old from 
Shelburne Falls, was given the 
microphone for a few minutes. 
Hamdan, who had just 
returned from campaigning 
with Howard Dean in New 
Hampshire, had some impor­
tant thoughts for the audience. 
"I got involved because it all 
seemed so distant to me," 
Hamdan said of his decision to 
campaign for Dean. "I got to 
do things I never thought I'd 
be able to do," referring to 
canvassing and speaking with 
town officials. "You can do 
something. Seize the opporh1-
nity." When asked about the 
value of this forum Hamdan 
said it's about "waking up the 
youth, dealing with apathy." 
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Dry Hill Residents Petition for Stop Signs at RR Crossing 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Tired of close 
calls with fast moving Amtrak 
trains, residents of Dry Hill 
Road have banded together to 
petition the selectboard to put 
up stop signs at the unprotected 
New England Central Railroad 
crossing. The residents received 
donations of two new stop signs 
to use for the purpose, pending 
board approval to put them up. 

The petitions, with the signa­
tlues of 44 residents, were pre­
sented to the board at Monday 
night's meeting (February 2nd) 
by Robe1t and Susan Tidlund, 
of 56 D1y Hill Road, who acted 
as spokespersons for the neigh­
borhood. "Just about eve1yone 
who lives on the street has had 
close calls," with passing trains, 
said Susan Tidlund, who added 
she and her husband have lived 
there for twenty years, and she 
still finds the crossing danger­
ous. 

ERVING 
continued from pg 2 

Harrington said the work was 
"weather dependent," and 
when the weather improved, he 
would have his crew out. By 
phone, Brown said he had 
"been hearing this for six 
months" and that, given 
Harrington's answer, he would 
recommend the town hold back 
a portion of the amount cunent­
ly billed. The contractor again 
explained that work progress as 
had been interrupted by weath­
er conditions. 

After a brief review of what 
architect Brown estimated for 
further anticipated charges, 
Brown and Tessier agreed the 
in-hand bill should be paid in 
full and the not yet billed 
Change Order amounts held 
back, tmtil extra heating costs 
incl.ll1'ed by the town as a result 
of the unfinished project were 
assessed. When asked by 
Brown if that course of action 
would be satisfactory, 

"I was coming up the street 
the other day, and my teenaged 
son was in the car with me. The 
music was on, we were talking, 
we got close to the tracks, and 
suddenly my son yelled, 
"Mom!" The train was five to 
ten feet in front of me." 

Tidlund said her husband has 
clocked the Amtrak trains 
going by the crossing at 60 to 
65 m.p.h. She said visibility 
around the crossing has 
improved somewhat since her 
fainily first moved to Dry Hill 
Road, due to the efforts of a 
neighbor who has cut back a lot 
of the brush arotmd the tracks. 

"I don't expect any great help 
from the railroad," said board 
chair Ed Voudren, before enter­
taining a motion to approve the 
DPW putting up stop signs and 
approach stop signs on both 
sides of the crossing, which 
passed unanimously. He 
thanked the Tidlunds for their 

Hanington said he was not sure 
how he should answer, but the 
anangement was finally agreed 
to jointly by Tessier and 
Brown. 

Eiving fire chief "Mickey" 
Laclaire then raised concerns 
about flooring recently 
installed at the fire station that 
he described as sotmding "like 
saltine crackers when you walk 
on it." Laclaire estimated 
approximately 30% of the floor 
surface was in that condition. 
Hanington responded that the 
floor installer had said the 
weather needed to be wa1mer 
for the tiles to set properly. 
Hanington agreed to discuss 
the matter fmther with the floor 
installer. 

Laclaire also noted that a 6 
square-foot area of streaked 
mold was fotmd behind a large 
bulletin board, and the mold 
would have to be removed 
before painting walls. 

Tessier then said he wanted 
to see the project wrapped up. 
Hanington repeated that the 

efforts on the neigh-
borhood's behalf. 
Member Patricia 
Allen asked that a 
copy of the group's 
petition, and a letter 
from the town be sent 
to New England 
Central Railroad, 
apprising them of the 
siruation. 

The petition, which 
was carried door to 
door by the Tidhmds 
and several other 
neighbors, reads as 
follows: 

"We the under­
signed residents and 
friends of D1y Hill 
Road are ve1y con-
cerned about the tmprotected 
railroad crossing. The trains are 
frequent and seemingly without 
schedule. The visibility is poor 
until one is on the tracks. If the 
car windows are up and the 

work would proceed as quickly 
as weather permitted, and 
assured the selectboard that his 
fom was there to see the job 
through to completion. 

In a second agenda item, a 
written statement was present­
ed to the board by Beverly and 
James Stone, residents of 
Lillian's Way. The petition 
expressed concern about drink­
ing water protection and asked 
why aquifer protection overlay 
district bylaws were not includ­
ed with the recently proposed 
zoning bylaws presented at the 
last special town meeting. (The 
proposed zoning changes were 
voted down at the Janua1y 26th 
special town meeting by a vote 
of 42-40). 

The Stones' petition fmther 
asked the board to nun down a 
proposed housing development 
by Ken Mitzkovitz, to be con­
structed on land no1th of Route 
2 and west of Lillian's Way. 
According to the petition, the 
development may require five 
septic systems. The proposed 
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The railroad crossing on Dy Hill Road 

radio is on, one cannot hear the 
whistle. There have been many 
near misses by people who 
knew to be cautious, and very 
close calls by some who are 
unaware of the fact that it's a 

development, according to the 
petition, would occupy a part of 
Zone 1 in the aquifer overlay. A 
pe1mit has not yet been issued. 

Selectboard chair Andrew 
Tessier told the Stones the peti­
tion request was under the 
jurisdiction of the planning 
board, which could include 
aquifer protection bylaws when 
they resubinit plans for zoning 
changes to a futlll'e town meet­
ing. 

In other matters, the board: 
- approved a Massachusetts 

Highway Depa1tment request 
to access four pieces of town 
property to facilitate work 
being done on Route 2 recon­
figuration plans. 

- requested wording on per­
sonnel board recommendations 
for bereavement leave to be 
changed to reflect "three con­
secutive days" absence, in lieu 
of a more general wording of 
three days. Tessier said the 
intent of bereavement leave 
was not to pe1mit, for example, 

ve1y active crossing. With the 
increasing development and the 
traffic that goes along with it, 
we feel an accident will occur if 
something is not done." 

three consecutive Fridays off. 
- approved a request by Sharp 

to determine the cost of 
installing Comcast internet 
capability in the town hall. 
Sharp said he believed the 
access would cost approximate­
ly $99.00 per month and per­
haps "be a wash," since two 
ctll1'ent office internet connec­
tions could be consolidated in 
the process. 

- moved to approve a 2% cost 
of living increase for town 
employees in the Fiscal '05 
budget. 

- postponed establishing a 
senior housing committee at 
Tessier's suggestion. Tessier 
said he would like to hold up on 
establishing more committees 
until some of the cunent pro­
jects are wrapped up, including 
the fire station roof, the new 
police building, and the consid­
eration of the reuse of the 
Usher Mill on Arch Street. 

Hotsayy 
Woodworks 

1111.KIC LANCKNJ!!CH'.l': iii :foliofuf!J;; 

"Quality Service Year-Round!' 

KlJSTOl\11 
~,to <:Body PhotoC.lbinets: 

r11bulous Frames for 
Ghups of /'how:; 

Honse Lights: 
Lxquisile /lrch.itect-im1.lly 

lnspiJ·e.rl Mirrors 
22 2RD STR.EE'l.', 

TURNERS FALLS, MA 01076 
VOICE: (413) 863-9383 

E: MlHJl'©MA$SOR.-I. FT. OOM 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

---~-
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

56 4TH STREET • TURNERS FAllS. MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS oFF1cE (413) 863-4393 
BROKER H(.)Mf. (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

Locally ow4ed since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh fish from Boston Market 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
FAX 413-773-1105 

48 Randall Road Montague, MA 01351 
( 413 )863-3780 

Come join us ... 

Four Rivers Credit Union 
Open &o anyone who works or lives in Franklin County 

Home banking and Rt.5&10 
Bill paying available South Deerfield, MAO 1373 

Phone: (413) 863-9355 296AvenueA 
www.fourrivers.com Turners Falls,MAOl 376 
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Planning Board to Hold Hearings 
on Proposed Zoning Change 

MONTAGUE BRIEFS 

MONTAGUE - The planning 
board will hold hearings on a 
number of proposed zoning 
changes on Tuesday, F ebrua1y 
10th, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in 
the selectboard meeting room at 
town hall. Under review are 
changes to the general business 
zone that would require resi­
dential uses now allowed by 
right within the zone to be 
allowed only by special permit 
in the future. At 6:50 pm., a 
hearing will be held on a pro­
posed change to the zoning map 
on Millers Falls Road. If 
approved, the change will allow 
lots on the north side of Millers 
Falls Road from No1man Circle 
to the Industrial Park to be 
rezoned from residential/indus­
trial to commercial, following a 
recommendation from the 
town's master plan to create 
new areas for commercial 
enterprise along Millers Falls 
Road. 

Progress on New Hires 
MONTAGUE - The select­
board received good news on 
the hiring front during the 
course of their February 2nd 
meeting. As recently retired 
director of assessing Christine 
Saulnier informed the board 
that the assessors had inter­
viewed three candidates to fill 
her fo1mer post, and has settled 
on a top choice, a woman with 
19 years experience in assess-
ing, accredited by the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Assessors, who is currently 
serving as assistant assessor in 
another cotmty, the phone rang 
and town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio left to take the 
call. He returned with the news 
that Gary Kellaher of Fiskdale, 
a fo1mer director of highway 
maintenance for the Mass 
Turnpike Authority, had accept­
ed the town's offer to become 
head of the Montague DPW. 

"That's great news!" said 
member Patricia Allen, express­
ing the board's general relief 
that - after the position had 
remained empty for a year, and 
three other candidates had 
turned the job down in recent 
months - the town had finally 
found a DPW superintendent. 

Regarding the assessor's 
office, the board agreed to 
Saulnier's recommendation to 
offer the top candidate a starting 
salary above the median adver­
tised pay range, due to the can-

compiled by D. Detmold 

didate's experience. In recom­
mending the suggested salary of 
$47,074, Allen said, "You real­
ize that figure is a palindrome?" 

After the meeting, Norm 
Fuller, chair of the board of 
assessors, said the candidate's 
acceptance of the position 
might hinge on whether the 
town can offer the person a third 
week of vacation, which may be 
a sticking point with the union. 
Saulnier had told the board, 
"We have indications the person 
may not be interested in the 
medical insurance benefit," 
which could result in a cost sav­
ings to the town in the range of 
$8,400. The additional week of 
vacation time, a matter of 
importance to the candidate, 
would equate to a week's pay of 
$898, Saulnier said. 

"This person is the best can­
didate," Saulnier said. "She is 
active in assessing now, she is 
very familiar with split tax 
rates, and with agricultural land 
assessments." 

The board quibbled with 
Saulnier over her recommenda­
tion to offer the other open posi­
tion in the assessors office - the 
part time assessing clerk's post 
formerly held by Mildred 
Waseleski - as a 20-hour a week 
benefited position. Saulnier 
suggested offering the post at 
less than 20-hours, without ben­
efits, would leave the town in 
the position of training a new 

clerk and then having the per­
son leave after six months for a 
better position in another town. 
Saulnier pointed out the assis­
tant clerk is responsible for pro­
cessing between $650,000 and 
$700,000 in automobile excise 
tax revenue for the town annu­
ally. 

But the board indicated their 
preference for offering the job 
as an unbenefited position. 

This matter will also be 
negotiated with 
employees' union. 

the town At 7:20 p.m., a zoning 

Town clerk John Zywna reports that nominating 
papers for the May town elections are now available in 
his office at town hall for candidates interested in 
standing for election for the following seats. 

2004 Term Expirations 
Positions Incumbents Party Term 

Selectman Edward J. Voudren D 3 yrs 

Town Clerk John J. Zywna, Jr. D 3 

Treas. & Tax Collector Patricia A. Dion D 3 

Assessor Norman G. Fuller D 3 

Trustees Public Library Nancy S. LaPointe D 3 

Karen Latka D 3 

Park & Rec. Comm. Linda Ackerman u 3 

Board of Health Nancy E. Parks-Mleczko D 3 

Tree Warden Mark A. Stevens u 3 

Mtge. Housing Authority Robert J. Martin D 5 

Trustees Soldiers Memorial (Vet) Richard C. Clapp D 3 

also up for election 1 

Gill-Mtge. R. School Committee Richard T. Colton R 3 

Mary Kociela D 3 

Anthony "Tony" Gugielmi u 3 

In addition, at least seven seats for town meeting are 
up for election in each precinct. 

change will be discussed to 
require special pe1mit review of 
proposed alterations to historic 
buildings, including demolition, 
and to allow new residential use 
in the historic industrial zone 
only as adjuncts to commercial 
or industrial uses. At 7:40 pm. 
a hearing will be held on pro­
posed changes to enlarge the 
historic industrial zone from the 
downtown Turners Falls power 
canal area to include areas 
arotmd Montague City Road 
including the Rod Shop proper­
ty in Montague City. 

At 8:00 p.m., a common dri­
veway bylaw will be discussed. 
The purpose of the bylaw will 
be to clarify the town's intent to 
allow common driveways by 
special permit in order to 
"enhance public safety by 
reducing congestion entering 
and leaving roadways, to con­
serve land and minimize 
impacts on agricultural and nat­
ural resources." 

- Montague -­
Recvcnnu Alert 

EttectivelV lmmediatelV: 

The Montague DPW will 
no longer accept shred­
ded paper with recy­
clables. Selectboard 
chair Ed Voudren noted 
that paper is sorted by 
color as it comes 
through the recycling 
line, and shredded 
paper "gums up the 
works." If several bags of 
shredded paper are 
found in a bin of recy­
clables, it can cause the 
whole bin to be sent to 
the landfill at consider­
able expense, instead of 
separated for recycling. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR 

24 H•r Buner Service 
24 H•r Plumbing Service 
#Mll588 IMAI 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • P.O. Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 
HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com 

tlountrg 
,Siumhing 
UL 

540 N0RTHFIUD RD., BERNABDSTIN 
1-100-327-9992 413-648-9912 

www.cN1ntrv1il.ca m 

180 Main Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

774-3500 

Come to us for 
all your printing needs! 

• Business Cards 
• Color Copies 
• Prints From Disk 
• Laminating 
• Carbonless Poems 
• Oversized Copies 

And Much More! 

LETOURNEAU 
APPLIANCE SERVICE 
For all your major appliance repairs 
on all makes and models 

e:.=====--
• 30 years experience ~ ~ 
- Reasonabl.e, reliable service ~3-8 292) 
call Paul l OE=====::::!() 
"Your Hometown repairman" 24 Hour Service 

Jerry Girard 
N~W yC?ar N~W you! 

~~t tbat n,assag~ JOU 
al\\laJs \\lai,t~d! 

7 Warner Street 
I urners I-alls, MA 013(6 

Tel.: (413) 834-2735 (Cell) 
home. comcast.n ct/~rclaxingmassogc 

BAtANCE YOUR LIFE WITH A MASSAGE 

ADIATOR . 
Plastic - Aluminum - Copper - llrass 

RADIATORS for CARS -TRUCKS 
A O KHAVY EQU(PMEN'I' 

Foreign and nomesric 
~ Cooling Dennis NChu-Wee" Underwood Rte. 2, Gi = S~tem 86:i-1019 1-800-'H9-401 

ij1-;;,...___,,.= 
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HIGHWAY though. "I was responsible for 
highway maintenance on the 
Turnpike from Route 128 
right to the New York line. I'm 
used to doing a lot of driving," 
Kellaher said. 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POllCE lOG 
continued from pg 1 

Kellaher resigned in 
November of last year in the 
midst of what he called "a 
restmcturing of the 
Authority." 

Announcing Kellaher's 
acceptance Monday night, 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said, "The town 
has been through a long, ardu­
ous process. Now, our high­
way department will be back 
on line." He described 
Kellaher as a "very hard­
working, very knowledge­
able" man who comes "highly 
recommended" for the job. 
"He has 25 years in highway 
maintenance," Abbondanzio 
said. 

In his letter of application 
to the town, Kellaher listed 

Kellaher hopes to come to 
town to get acquainted the 
middle of next week. 

"My first priority will be to 
meet with the people I'll be 
working with directly, to learn 
the boundaries, the roadways, 
and go over the to-do list with 
Frank. Your town has an old 
infrash1cture," said Kellaher. 
"We'll take it day by day, get a 
priority list together, and 
decide how we're going to 
tackle it." 

Kellaher formally takes 
over his new responsibilities 
on Febmary 17th, at a starting 
sala1y of $56,712. 

Oh, and what kind of odds 

Thursday, January 29th 
3 :25 p m. Police received a call 
from someone witnessing a fight 
between two kids fighting at the 
bus stop on Third and L Streets 
in Turners Falls, from the win­
dow of her apartment. The caller 
said the kids were being egged 
on by other kids. Police a1rived 
and told the kids to stop fighting. 
Peace restored. 

Friday, January 30th 
1 :00 p m. - A woman from Lake 
Pleasant called police to repo1t 
15 of her daughter's prescription 
painkillers missing. She stated 
she needed to report it in order 
to get the prescription refilled. A 
repo1t was taken. 

Saturday January 31st 
9:01 a.m. -A resident in Turners 
Falls called police to report his 
lost Golden Retriever. Police 
refen-ed him to the animal con-

many strengths and qualifica- does Kellaher give the gover- trol officer. 
tions, including his ability to 
maintain a strong sense of 
teamwork among his crew. He 
formerly directed 350 work­
ers, while managing a budget 
of $11 million annually. 
Speaking of his team-building 
approach, Kellaher said, "My 
path, if you will, is to let the 
force know you, to let them 
know what you can do, and 
what your limitations are. I 
like to show what I've learned, 
and what I still need to learn." 

Kellaher has been pursuing 
a BA in business administra­
tion off and on since 1978, 
and is about 30 credits shy of 
graduation now at Becker 
College in Worcester. "But I 
can complete those credits at 
any school," he said. He said 
completing that course of 
sh1dy is a high priority for him 
personally. 

Kellaher plans to commute 
to his new post in Montague 
from his home in Fiskdale, 
located just west of 
Shirbridge. The 50-odd mile 
commute doesn't faze him, 

nor's plan to merge the 
Turnpike Authority with Mass 
Highway? He replied, "I don't 
think it's going to fly." 

2:07 p.m.- Police received a call 
from the Exxon Station in 
Turners Falls reporting a vehicle 
driving off without paying for 
$18 worth of gas. Police found 

Carro{['s 
Market 
33 E. MAIN ST., MILLERS FALLS prices 

good 
through 

2/8 

413-659-3312 

\\'inter Hours 
l\Iou-Sat Closing at 8 p.m. 

Butchers Boneless 
Delmonico Steak ............... b. $4.99 
Diet Lean Boneless 
Pork Cutlets ...................... lb. $1.69 
Fresh Grade A 
Chicken Wings ................... lb. $1.29 
Shurfine 
Meat Wieners ..................... 1 b. 99¢ 
Shurfine Sliced 
Premium Bacon .............. 1 lb. $1.99 
Russer German 
Narrow Balogna ................ b. $1.69 
Favorite 
Tapioca Pudding ................ lb. $1.99 
Jumbo Cooked 
Peeled Shrimp ................... b. $6.99 

Fresh From N.H. 
1% Milk ........................... gal.$2.19 
Shurfine 
Apple Juice ................... 1/2 gal 69¢ 
Pillsbury 
Crescent Rolls ............... 8 oz. $1.59 
Pillsbury Dough Roll Chocolate 
Chip Cookies ............... 18 oz. $1.89 
Shurfine Quality 
Mayonnaise ..................... 13 oz. 79¢ 
Sunkist Bagged 
Navel Oranges ............. 4 lbs. $1.99 
Eastern Bagged 
Macintosh Apples .. ......... 3 lbs. 99¢ 
Red Ripe Large 
Tomatoes ............................... b. 69¢ 

Come See A Few of the Many Come Save 

Patrick Smith Turners Falls, MA Lynn Reynolds HIC #134741 Patrick@Mtdata.com 
Insured • "Aiming for Aslo11isl1i11g Service" 

~ EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
• Specializing in Buyer Agency 
• Professional Consulting 
• Let us discuss the advantages! 

the vehicle whose driver said he 
would go back and pay. He did. 

9:41 p.m. -
- was stopped for 
speeding on Second Street in 
Turners Falls. She was then 
affested on charges of driving 
with a suspended license. 

10:39 pm. - Police received a 
call from a woman in Lake 
Pleasant repo1ting three checks 
stolen from her checkbook. The 
woman stated she thought she 
knew who did it. Police advised 
her to check with her bank 
regarding any transaction of the 
checks. The incident is tmder 
investigation. 

Sunday, February 1st 
1 :00 p.m. - Police received a call 
from a resident in Turners Falls 

repo1ting car keys being taken 
from his house the night before. 
He said two radar detectors were 
taken from the car. The incident 
is under investigation. 

Tuesday, February 3rd 
2:46 a.m. - A new renter in 
Millers Falls called police to 
report he suspected a large 
amount of oil was missing from 
his oil tank. An investigation is 
being conducted. 

11:28 p.m. Aubuchon 
Hardware in Turners Falls called 
to report a carpet machine that 
was rented and not rehimed. The 
store said they repeatedly tried 
to contact the person who rented 
the machine but were unsuc­
cessful. A summons will be 
issued. 

CLEAR 
THE DRIVEWAt 
PAY US BACK 
DOWN THE ROAD. 

' 
•o DOWN. 0% INTEREST. 0 PAYMENTS FOR SIX MONTHS:-

Start your clean-up this season with one great deal. Now you can buy 
almost any John Deere lawn or garden tractor including attachments 
and pay nothing for six months. It's the perfect time to plow a path. 
clear the driveway and enjoy all the quality and reliability 
you've come to expect with owning a Deere. ... 
So get to your nearest dealer now. li!iiiJ' 

.JoHNOlili:ftE 

www.JohnDeere.com/Hom 

Sirum Equipment Co. 
Rt. 63, Montague 
(413) 367-2481 

•otk!r f!f1ds~hm1•y ~.2004. Suh11it;I I~ Jtlll)f(l'Wtl 011.kll111 ~.,. CtlMll Re110l1,1i119 PIHll,H ser.tice nl FPC Fi11H1iwtl, ls.b. 
For ooosumcr uso odjt Ho dov.n p$1,'mMt r«juir«I. Ah« promotion3' pcwio:I, tin:incing v.il bo 12.9'X. APR \\<ith 
r.i1m,me11I 11-!f"UIS of 2% of ,1..,. or~IIIH 1t1m:,11111 fii1111.,;eJ. ftlf c,»ilfN-!'tl bu'(t!f'S. A $0.50 per 110111h mirimu11 Ulolfy IJf! 

A 
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use. Awil~blo m p.w1iciptlting donba.b.cbk=s 100 Sorios TrOOl:lfa. John Oocro't t,oon md yellow cob achcmo, the 
11>.JtPillg dEM svmbol,,nJ JOHN OEEREHre .. HCS!!m1trk.~ cir Oe+!rf! & Ccw111mrry. 

Ill Uftl~ Q-equa, 0pporb,nty Lender 

Steve's Home Maintenance 
Small jobs welcome 

STEPHEN H. CROWNINGSHIELD 

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
lnfraredQuality Assurance Guaranteed 

41 3-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002 

Providing repair, improvement and 
handyman services for the home including 

painting and wall covering 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

R£NA1SSAMC£ P.AlNTlNG. 

.~ 
SOIEDUUNG INDOOR WORK 
GREE.NFIELD RD. ♦ MONTAGUE 

one 413-367-989!> ♦ Fax 877" 

BFJ.IAN MCCUE 

413-36 7-8553 lynnrc:,ynolds@vc:,ri.zon.nc:,t 

Joel Tognarelli • Gill, MA 

413-863-2295 • Master license 3850 

TOGNARHlJ HFATING AND COOLING 
Specializing in 

Repair and Installation 
of Gas and Oil Boilers, Water Heaters, 

Ranges, Fire Places, and Piping 

. Quality and Comfort at a Reasonable Price 

(413) 423-3288 
Well done is better than well said 

Feel good in your body, 
Happy in your life 
Don't "learn to live ·with" physical 

ailinents or emotional issues -
feeling good is your birthright. 

Jenny Chapin 
Zero Balancing and Acupuncture 

278 Main St., suite 412, Greenfield 
413-522-3816/773-3756 
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Al/My 
Villages 

BY P. YORK 
While some real-life locations and 

events are used in the following, all 
characters are the invention of the 
author and are in no way intended to 
resemble actual persons living or 
deceased. 

Part V 

If I do the rest of those napkins," 
Tina asked "can I have another one of 
these?" The big china mug of hot 
chocolate was empty and there was a 
shadow of a whip cream mustache 
under her nose. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

looked down their noses at Tina as 
they lined up at the counter asking for 
change for the bus. Tina was uncon­
cerned with them, seeming more 
focused on where the Chief was going 
to sit, and shrinking a little when he 
slid onto the stool next to her. 

"Two of my favorite girls," the 
Chief said, winking. "That and a cup of 
java and my day is made." 

"That sexist," said Tina haughtily. 
"Bridgid is not a girl. And you should­
n't be winking at us." 

"No winking now?" the Chief 
exclaimed. "I wink at my wife, at my 
kids, at my buddies--even my male 
buddies. Is winking out now, too?" 

"Oh, wink all you want," Tina said 
irritably. "Just wink at somebody 
else." 

"I'd wink at your mother if I ever 
saw her," retorted the Chief. "When's 
she gonna come in and talk to me? 
Doesn't she want her car back?" 

Tina didn't answer, just sat dinging 
her spoon around in her empty cup. 

waiting till 
Tina disap-
peared into the 
backroom 
before he 
spoke. "We 
towed her 
mother's car a 
week ago. And 
she's never 
been in to com­
plain. Hell, she 
probably does­
n't have the 
money to get it 
back, but she'd 
usually come 
down to com­
plain anyway." 

"Well, what­
ever. You aren't 
a hit with Tina, 
that's for sure." 

"I'm nice to 
that kid," he 
protested. "I've 

February 5, 2004 

"Okay," said Bridgid. "But how 
about a little food," she added casually. 
"Are you a little hungry today 
maybe?" 

"No, I'm fine," Tina said quickly. "I 
had a big breakfast." 

Bridgid doubted that but didn't 
press it since a few customers came in 
all at once. The Chief and Coach came 
in separately, and behind them three 
teenage girls who tossed their hair and 

"I'll get you your chocolate, Tina," 
Bridgid said. "You start on these nap­
kins." But Tina got up and followed 
her, picking up the pile of napkins as 
she passed. "Can I do these in the 
back?" she said crossly. 

given the kids and her mother breaks, 
believe me, on more than simple fines, 
too. But forget it, we're always the bad 
guy." 

to ask, and the Chief affirmed that by 
looking blank. 

"Nobody I know," he said between 
slugs of coffee. "But I'd give him an 
earful if I knew someone who talked to 
the Governor." 

"Suit yourself," said Bridgid. The 
Chief looked at her meaningfully, 

"Oh, too bad," said Bridgid. "Hey, 
who's the Jeff that lives in her build­
ing? Does he really work for the 
Governor?" It suddenly sounded silly (to be continued) 

Monarchs at Great Falls 
Discoverv Center 

These regal butterflies are just getting ready to make their 
incredible annual migration north from the highlands of 
Mexico to the United States. 

Laurie Sanders will presenttheir story with slides atthe Great 

Falls Discovery Center in Turners Falls 

Please join usforthewinterprogram sponsored by the 

Friends of the Great Falls Discovery Center 

Saturday, February 7th, 1 - 3 p.m. Refreshments and good 

conversation served following the presentation. 

For more information contact 4 13-498-2 71 0. 

·-
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Field Reports from Mexican Monarch 
Over-wintering sites 

BY BILL CALVERT 
ANGANGUEO, MICHOACAN, 
MEXICO The monarchs will soon 
be on their way! Warm, dry, cloud­
less weather has stirred the over­
wintering monarch butterflies up 
to a frenzy. There is much move­
ment of the colonies down slope. 
Many millions fly through the 
woodlands each day to take 
water and nectar, and perhaps to 
exercise their wing muscles in 
preparation for their return migra­
tion to the north. One gets the 
impression of swarming­
increased activity in preparation 
for a move. Much mating is going 
on in the colonies, every step or 
so pairs litter the ground. 

Sierra Chinchua Sanctuary 
The head of the Chincua 

colony is now at the bottom of the 
Arroyo Hondo, in the same 
drainage or depression down 
from Llano del Toro where it was 
located in mid-January. The 
colony itself is spread out about 
500 meters along the drainage, 
and it is very narrow, only about 
20-30 meters deep. This is a sur­
face area of about 2 1/2 acres. 

,_$iPOH~ 
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The cluster is still very dense. 
When the butterflies are most 
densely packed from mid­
December to the beginning of 
February, they number about 
5,200,000 per acre! 

El Rosario Sanctuary 
Much the same activities are 

also occurring at the Rosario site. 
However, at El Rosario the butter­
flies are limited as to how far they 
can descend the mountain, due to 
cleared agricultural fields beneath 
the colony. While at Sierra 
Chincua the butterflies may be as 
low as 8,500 feet, at Rosario they 
must remain between 9,000 and 
9,500 feet. Nothing is known as to 
what limits these agricultural 
fields put on butterfly survival. 
However, it's very clear that the 
temperatures are much cooler 
and moisture levels are much 
lower at Sierra Chincua than at El 
Rosario. The agricultural fields 
beneath the forest clearly 
increase the heat within the for­
est. {The overall concern about 
heat is that it can desiccate the 
butterflies more quickly.) 

Much burning of agricultural 

fields is now occurring in and 
around the butterfly over-winter­
ing areas. There are fires every­
where on mountains around the 
region. Sheep and cow ranchers 
burn in order to return nutrients to 
pastures. They do this during the 
driest part of the year, believing 
the nutrients will return to the soil 
when it finally does rain. 

Farmers have probably done 
this for eons. The effect is to haze 
up the sky and reduce visibility. 
What effect, if any, does this prac­
tice have on the butterflies? One 
could argue that the haze lowers 
temperatures because more solar 
radiation reflects away from the 
area. Or one could argue that 
more heat is retained due to the 
haze cover. The smoke itself is 
diffuse, so unless quite near the 
butterflies, it probably doesn't 
impact them directly. Fires here 
aren't as dangerous as they are 
up north, as they don't seem to 
crown or get very hot. This is 
probably because very little dead 
wood builds up on the forest floor. 

(Field report from 1998) 

Specializing in unique hair desigm: 

OPEN • Breakfast sandwiches 
mon-tri • NY baaels w/ flavored cream cheese PAINTING & DECORATING ~~Ila 
7am-6pm i' 
sat&sun • Adam s Donuts RETAILER - CONTRACTOR THE SALON 
sam-1 pm • Gourmet wraps 
111 Avenue A• Turners Falls, MA 01376 • 413-863-2800 Turners Falls, Mass. 413-863-4346 312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 
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~foke ~Olli! sweetlteaM Ollt bOlt an aMistic evening in <'.Romantic tf ll1tne1ts gaQQs. u4 C\JaQentine's C:Oa~ QaQQe/t~ waQk. I ; I ; : i I 11 ; ,.,, I ~ I ... 
1'.111 ; ;; ;1;;,, 111;1,i,; ~'11-i I Purelight Gallerv and Tim lvnch Studio Present: Images of Jamaica 

Judy West, Photographer 
MarkJ. Hunt, Painter and 

Photographer 
Tim Lynch, Photographer 

February 14 -March 13, 2004 

Opening reception: 
Saturday, February 14 

5-7PM 
36 and 37 Third Street 

Turners Falls, MA0l 376 
413-863-9625 

Also that evening, an opening 
reception with 

Ariel Jones, Photographer 
Images ofTurners Falls 

106AvenueA 

www.purelightgallery.com 
Winter Hours; Sat 1 0-3 

Or by appointment 

THE PANGEANS 
WENDELL FULL MOON 

COFFEE HOUSE 
On Saturday, February 7th, the 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House 
invites everyone suffering from cabin 
fever and all those who want to feel 
some summer warmth in the middle of 
winter to a World Music Dance Party 
with the Pangeans! This seven-piece 
band of extra-talented Valley musi­
cians performs Samba/ Salsa/ 
Calypso/ African/ Latin music. The 
fusion of melodies and rhythms from 
around the world are designed for the 
express purpose of lifting the spirits 
and moving the body. So if the winter 
blues have got you down, come out to 
Wendell Town Hall, where it will be 
hot and smokin'! Not from fire, but 
from the infectious sounds of the 
Pangeans. Partial proceeds benefit the 
Wendell Fire Association. All ages wel­
come. Don't forget your dancing 
shoes. For open mic and other info: 
Chris Marano (978) 544-0240 

Local Authors to Meet 
Area Residents 

BY VERONICA PHANEUF 
Next Tuesday six local 

authors from Montague and 
sunounding towns will join the 
Friends of the Montague Public 
Libraries to meet with area res­
idents. Wine, cider and snacks 
will be served. This event is a 
chance to see what these 
authors are all about in a casual 
atmosphere. 

Among the six authors are 
Deborah Savage, author of sev­
eral award-winning novels for 
young adults. She also has 
poems and a1ticles published in 
magazines and professional 
journals; Cynthia M. Stowe is 
an author in two genres: novels 
for children and books for 
teachers in the field of educa­
tion; Richard Anderson, a for­
mer Fulbright Professor and 
James Thurber Writer in 
Residence who has written 

Paul Mariani will be among the 
authors at the Meet and Greet 

more than 20 novels and critical 
writing books; Nancy Hope 
Wilson writes middle grades 
novels and chapter books. 
Authors Paul Mariani and Amy 
Gordon will also be available 
Tuesday night from 6:30 to 8:30 
p m. at the Montague Center 
Library. 

fRJOOY nlGHT Hl lHE ffi(Mf S 
February on the 2nd and 

3rd Sundays 
The Montague Grange 

will be showing 
11\Vaking Life11 

A groundbreaking ani­
mated film by Richard 
Linklater on Sunday, 
February 8th at 7:00 

p.m. Free 
(Donations accepted.) 

g cmd a CQaggy 
v\AQggagQ thig 

C\JaQQntinQ'g CDay{ 
Looking for a personal 

Valentine's Daygihforthat 
special someone? 

A classified ad in the 
Montague Reporter is the 

perfect way to 
get your message across! 

$10fora20word 
classified with PHOTO! 
(additional words$ .10) 

No photo? No Problem, 
20words,$5 

DEADLINE: NOON 
TUESDAY FEB 10th 

camentrv 
00 joo loo small General capenby cm 
oome repars. Custom shelves a specially. 
Call David, 625-9584 

comp•ers 
T rackndogy Custom software, data base 
deveklpTieot cm web desigl. Call 413-
367-0149 

Free seeds 
Free seeds, plants and mentoring avail­
ct>le to (5) arrbitiou:s, beginner, km-ticome 
gardeners in Turners Falls area. 
Participate in innovative neighborhood 
food ~sharing project Inquire LDF 
003-8696 • dbolkin@va6neloom 

Help Wanted 
Outreach Coordinator half time posi­
tion, Brick House Community Resource 
Center. Flex hours. $12-14/hour. Send 
cover and resume to Director - Brick 
House, P.O. Box 135, Turners Falls, 
MA 01376. Job description available on 
requesl ANEOE. 

Real Estate 
Reynolds Properties A friend for the 
buyer; someone to represent youl 
Consulting, buyer representation, 20+ 
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR, 
CRS, GRI. Call 367-2425, 

Items tor Sale 
Proto Frames for sale, various sizes cm 
styles 77 4-2812 

services 
Wa1ted: People who are ready to simpfify, 
de-clutter cm bansfoon their homes or 
office. Call Shannon at Absolutely 
Organized, 367-9300 for 
roore infonnalion. 

fans Lawn Care • snoN removal for 
M:Jotague. On-site deal up. 367-0231 

Delioous, diverse, bcal vegetables, fruits 
cm specially rtems, delivered weekly, 
Jtre-Odober, GilV M:Jotague ff urners. 
Laughing Dog Fann CSA '04 shares avai­
ct>le OON. 863-8696 • <fx>fkin@va6nel.com 

PLOW FRAU & Bow W<JN: 
Sita Lang 834.PLOW (7569) 
Hauling your used goods to people and 
places in need, and not necessarily to 
the landfill. Snow pl<JNing available now. 

Advertise Here 
Reporter Classifieds 20 words for 
$5.00. Each additional word, 10 cents. 
Third week free. If you don't see the cat­
egory you need, add itl CALL 863-8666 

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 
20 words for $5.00 a week. $10 for 2 weeks with the 3rd week FREE. 

Deadline is Tuesday at noon. 

.10 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for ___ for ___ weeks. 
Name Mail to: The Montague Reporter 

-------- 24 3rd Street 

Phone -------- Turners Falls, MA 01376 

~J.R.ROV 
-~ MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO 

SERVING FRANKLIN COUNTY SINCE 1972 
mll.KISTRESS • RHAXMIN0&IIDf • SELFOEFtNSE • AEI03K: <Dl[m)Jltli 

INSTRUCTION FORAOULTS & CHILDREN 

Geri Johnson 
• Buyer and Seller 

--~-27 4 Rt. 2, Gill, MAO 137 6 ™1 lit'VmJ 

• ports & accessories 
• helmets 
• books 
• apparel 

ALLAN • DA VJO • MELANIE 
Tel: (413) 863-9543 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

KARATE• l'AI CHI• ARNIS • BAGUA • QIGONG 
Visit Our Website: JRROY.COM 

413-774-2888 
1 Osgood Street• Greenfield, MA 

Representation 
• Results 
• Service 
• Performance 
• 24 yrs. Experience 
• gerijohnson@realtor.com 

GERI JOHNSON 

JOHNSON & BASSETT, REALTORS 
66 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

413-863-9736 
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Frantz-Dale says Farewell to Saint Andrews 
BY PATRICIA PRUITT 

On Sunday, February 1st, 
Reverend Heidi Frantz-Dale, 
Vicar of St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church in Tumers Falls per­
formed her final service and 
said farewell to her 

Amherst, where she has made 
her home for 24 years. "It is the 
policy of the Episcopal Church 
not to move its priests arbitrari­
ly. Upon completion of the sem­
inaiy, it is the new priest's first 

parishioners at a recep­
tion held at the church 
on 7th and Prospect 
Streets. St. Andrews 
was Rev. Frantz-Dale's 
first assignment upon 
completing her semi­
nary studies. Because 
St. Andrews is a small 

"God is good and active in 
Montague, building up a 

healthy and lively community 
where people care about each 

other, where there is vision 

church, it is joined to 

and a sense of hope." 
- Heidi Frantz-Dale 

St. James Church of 
Greenfield in what is called a 
"yoked" relationship with the 
larger church. As the priest at 
St. Andrews, Rev. Frantz-Dale 
caiTied the title of Vicar, while 
the head if St. James bears that 
of Rector. 

Frantz-Dale came to the call­
ing of her minist:Iy while a lay 
minister at the Grace Church in 

obligation to seek an assign­
ment in her home diocese. 
Thereafter any move is deter­
mined primarily by the question 
of "fit", both for the priest and 
the new congregation." She is 
moving after a lengthy screen­
ing process to the New 
Hampshire diocese, a diocese 
comprised of 67 churches. In 

Temple Israel invites you to Tu B'Shevat, Tikun 
Olam, and Tzar Ba'aley Hayim 

l-■11111 • 11 IMII 1111111: 
A community education program for adults and 

children and a seder for Tu B'Shevat. 

February 8, 2004 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Janice Colbert, Family Educator 773-5884 

Religious Services 
Baptist 
Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver 
Street, Greenfield, 77 4-6438 
Sunday at 10:30a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7 
p.m. YouthBibleOubat6:45p.m. 

First Baptist Church of Turners 
Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-
9083 
Sundayatl 1 a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Christian Science 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 
110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-
9765 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesday at 7 :30 p.m. 

Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 
25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-
8514 Sundayatl0a.m. 

Congregatlonal 
Gill Congregational Church, 
Main Rd., 863-8613 Sunday at 
l0a.m. 
First Congregational Church, 19 
Bridge St., Millers Falls, 659-3430 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Bible study Wed. at 7 p.m 

Eplscopal 
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 
Seventh and Prospect St., Turners, 
863-4602 
Sunday at 9 a.m. 

Friends (Quakers) 
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-
9188 
Sundayat 1 0a.m. 

Jewish 
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St., 
Greenfield, 773-5884 
Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of 
the month) and Saturday at 9:30 

July, 2003, her name was first 
submitted to a church called St. 
Andrews-in-the-Valley, in 
Tamworth, N.H. The local 
parish went through extensive 
self-study to decide what they 
were looking for, what they 
lacked. After several sortings of 
possible candidates, they settled 
on Frantz-Dale, and she accept­
ed, "because it was a good fit 
and felt good; it was larger, but 
not too large." In Tamworth, 
Frantz-Dale will minister to 
about 90 people and work in a 
larger facility with an office and 
secretary. 

St. Andrews of Tumers Falls 
was all about people: from the 
congregation of approximately 
45, to the agencies such as the 
Smvival Center, the teen center, 
NELCWIT and the Brick 
House, all of which St. Andrews 
worked with regularly. Frantz­
Dale cited the effo1ts to support 
the youth of Tmners through 
providing a meeting place for 
the Girl Scouts and an elemen­
ta1y music program grant to 
respond to the cutbacks in pub­
lic school ftmding of music edu­
cation. This grant allowed the 
church to bring in professional 
musicians for interactive con­
ceits for kids and their parents. 

What is unique to St. 
Andrews of Tumers Falls is the 
number of families who have 

a.m.; schedule does vary, it is 
advisable to call in advance 

Lutheran 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 23 
Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242 
Sunclayat 10:30a.m. 

Noncleno111lnatlonal 
Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners, 
863-2771 
Sundayatl0a.m.and6p.m.,and 
Wednesdayat6:30p.m. 

National Spiritual Alliance 
2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant, 
367-0138 Sundayatl p.m. 

Unity in the PioneerValleyChurch 
401 Chapman Street, Guiding 
Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday 
atl0a.m. 
Ro111an CathoHc 
Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K. 
St., Turners, 863-4748 
Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.; 

three or 
four gener­
ations 
active in the 
parish. 
Frantz-Dale 
felt she had 
enjoyed a 
satisfying 
level of 
closeness 
with the 
Turners 
congrega­
tion, and 
was hoping 
to be able to 
build that in 
her next 
assignment. 
Her new St. 
Andrews 
consists of 
mid-life 
and retired 
people and 
local elder­
ly people. It 
is a rural 
area where 
people 

Reverend Heidi Frantz-Dale is leaving one 
St. Andrew's for another 

come to visit and decide to stay. 
Like Tumers it has an active 
theater called the Bamstonners 
Theater. 

She asked to leave a message 
to the town of Montague and the 
village of Tumers Falls: 

"God is good and active in 

Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m.; 
Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday­
Fridayat 5:30 p.m. 
(Confession one half hour prior to 
mass) 

St. Anne's, J St., Turners, 863-
4678 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and daily at 7 
a.m. through February 
St. John's, 5 Church St., Millers 
Falls, 659-3435 
Saturday at 4: 15 p.m. and Sunday 
at8:30a.m. 

St. Mary's of the Assumption, 80 
Seventh St., Turners, 863-2585 
Saturday at 4 p.m. and weekdays 
at 7 a.m. through October 

Salvatlon Artny 
72 Chapman St., Greenfield, 
773-3154 Sundayatlla.m. 

Unitarian UnlversaHst 
All Souls, 399 Main St., 

Montague, building up a healthy 
and lively community where 
people care about each other, 
where there is vision and a sense 
of hope. As new life comes in 
and things him around, church­
es are pa1t of it all." 

Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at 
10:30a.m. 

First Parish Unitarian, Main St., 
Northfield, 498-5566 
Sundayat 10:30a.m. 

United Church of Christ 
Evangelical Congregational 
Church (UCC), 
11 Church St., Erving (978) 544-
8658 

First Congregational Church 
(UCC), 
4 North St., Montague Ctr., 367-
9467 Sunday at 1 0a.m. 

First Congregational Church of 
Turners Falls (UCC), 148 L St., 
Turners, 863-9844 Sunday at 
9:30a.m. 

Contadthe Reporter to add 
your service. 

1\,EGAL 
DOLAN & DOLAN g 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
Kyle Scott • Rich Young • Donald Bowman 

Office ( 413) 863-9555 Fa.x ( 413) 863-9556 

74 Avenue "A" Turners Falls, MA 01376 

1K Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

F. M. ICuzmeskus, Inc.. 52 Main Road, G,111 Massachusetts 

LaBelle Er Leitner 
Auto Sales 

Specializing in Foreign Car Sales & Service 

413-774-5518 Route 2A 
Fax: 335 High Street 
413-774-3586 Greenfield 

"Dr. Fix-it" 
Home Care Treatment 

• Repairs and Painting 
• No operation too small 
• FREE diagnosis 

You'll never need a second opinion. 
Your call will be returned within 24 hrs. 

"WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!!" 
CALL JIM AT 413-773-7672 

OR ON CEL ANYTIME 413-387-9550 
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NEWS FROM THE MONTAGUE GRANGE 
BY MICHAEL MULLER 

Last night (February 4th) the 
Montague Grange meeting 
opened infonnally in the down­
stairs of the hall over mugs of 
thick decaf, with cheese and 
crackers and a teacup auction 
waiting in the wings for afters. 
(I won some great sockeye 
salmon.) It's been a while since 
I've updated you on what we've 
been up to. Here are some high­
lights. 

At the December meeting we 
had a holiday sing-a-long with 
baked goods and two guitars, 
and collected toys and clothing 
for Kum Hatten, a Ve1mont 
home for children from troubled 
families. In regular business we 
voted to host the local Boy 
Scout troop, who will meet 
eve1y Thursday evening down­
stairs. We began discussions of 
a benefit concert for Ashfield's 
biodiesel wizard Tom Leue and 
the Montague 250th 
Anniversaiy parade. More on 
that in a moment. 

At the January meeting we 
voted to host the new 4H club in 

the hall. They will meet every 
Tuesday from 4:00 to 5:30 pm. 
The 4-H group is called the 4-H 
Heritage Fa1ming Club, and will 
focus on heritage breeds of 
chickens, sheep and goats, spin­
ning and textiles, and hatching 
chicks. The National Grange 
sta1ted 4H decades ago and now 
it has all but disappeared. 
Thankfully 4H has started a 
comeback, and we are very 
happy to have them in our hall. 

At the F ebrua1y meeting, just 
last night, we continued our dis­
cussion of the Montague 250th 
Anniversary parade, and the 
year's festivities in general. 
Montague Grange has many 
musicians and we plan to have a 
float of some kind for our all­
comers-style band, playing a 
variety of jigs and reels. 

Our treasurer reported that 
Allen Ross, organizer of the 
annual New Years Day Road 
Race, donated $500 of the pro­
ceeds money to the Grange. 
$500 also went each to the MC 
Fire Department, the 
Congregational Church and the 

Mt Grace Land Trust. The 
Grange is proud to host the race 
eve1y year and this year worked 
with MCTV to produce a tape 
of the event, which has been air­
ing on channel 15 lately. 

Also discussed was the 
upcoming benefit concert for 
Ashfield biodiesel manufacturer 
Tom Leue on Stmday, February 
29th, at 7:00 p.m. His garage 
burned down last year in a 
biodiesel production accident. 

On Thursday, Februa1y 12th, 
Karen Werner and I will present 
part one of a two-part series on 
Voting and Democracy in 
America. Part one will review 
what happened in 2000 and pro­
vide ways of taking action if 
you feel so moved. The video 
"Unprecedented: the 2000 
Election " will be shown and 
followed by a discussion. Part 
two, being held on Thursday 
March 11th, will discuss elec­
tronic voting machines and will 
include some video as well. 
Look to this paper for more 
details in the coming weeks. 

late Hours and Beer and Wine at 
the ladv Killiurew 

Publicans Sarah Reid and Matthew Latkiewicz 

BY MICHAEL MULLER 
With a shout and "Yo Ho!" I was greeted on Wednesday (2/4) 

by the patrons at the Lady Killegrew, happily savoring their var­
ious vessels of po1ter, saki, wine or "Dead Guys Ale." This was 
no ordinary bar, this was the Lady after all. It was the first night 
of their late night beer and wine licensed hours. The cafe now 
serves tmtil 10 p m. on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Stmdays; til 
midnight on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Sarah and Matthew deserve an ovation for creating the jewel 
by the falls. I shall make mine heai·d by the sound of my just­
emptied pint glass thudding to the bar top. Join me! 

An Action Plan for the Millers River Watershed 
BY DOUG TURNER 
ATHOL - Do you know where 
your vernal pools are? 

In Hubbardston a group of cit­
izen activists took to the woods 
and located an abtmdance of 
these sometimes wet, some­
times dry areas that play an 
important role in identifying the 
sources of water in a watershed. 

It's the kind of info1mation 
that will be needed to form a 
comprehensive Millers River 
Watershed Action Plan, and it's 
the kind of contribution that just 
about anyone who likes to hike 
in the woods can make. 

It's not the only info1mation 
that will be needed of course. 
There are other factors which 
might take a more specialized 
experience, or in some cases 
just simple familiarity with a 
given region. For instance -
open space. 

The data on open space in the 

17 town Millers River 
Watershed, which stretches 
from Ashburnham, in n01thern 
Worcester County where the 
river originates, to Montague 
where it runs into the 
Connecticut River, is incom­
plete. 

The Five Year Watershed 
Action Plan was the subject of 
the first of four meetings, held 
Wednesday night, that will take 
place between now and June 
30th, at the Millers River 
Environmental Center (MREC) 
on Main Street in Athol. 

Ftmded by a grant from the 
state's Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs, it is the 
goal of the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments 
(FRCOG), the Millers River 
Watershed Advisory Committee 
and the environmental center, 
which provides a centrally 
located forum. 

MINTMALLY INVASIVE 

TOMLLY ESTHETTC 

At Wednesday's meeting 
Kimberly Noake MacPhee, 
Nahll'al Resources Program 
Manager for the FRCOG, pre­
sented an overview of the 
watershed using data compiled 
from the Geographic 
Information System (GIS). 

Assisted by Ryan Cla1y, the 
GIS system displayed a com­
plex but beautiful lacework of 
streams, brooks, ponds and fil­
tering wetlands that serve the 
Millers River watershed. 

The system was able to show 
eve1ything from contouring 
lines, to illustrate how the water 
originated in higher elevations, 
to the composition of soil at the 
sources of groundwater. 

However even with that there 
is more information needed. 

Such information is being 
sought from public officials, 
land trusts, citizen/volunteer 
monitoring groups, watershed 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

associations, businesses, faim 
groups, builders, realtors, and 
htmting and spo1ting organiza­
tions to name a few. 

The aim is to identify priority 
issues in the watershed and 
develop strategies to protect, 
improve and restore the water­
shed's nahll'al resources and 
recreational opporhinities. 

When data is assembled it 
will be analyzed and summa­
rized in a State of the Millers 
River Watershed: Draft Natural 
Resources Assessment Repo1t. 
The report will include five GIS 
maps to suppo1t and illustrate 
the summaries and evaluations: 
Ecosystem Integrity and 
Biological Diversity; Water 
Resources and Wildlife Habitat; 
Protected Open Space and 
Current & Potential Public 
Access; Growth Trends; and 
Non-point Source Pollution 
Assessment. 

~ 

Using the Draft Assessment 
Repo1t the FRCOG, MREC and 
the adviso1y commitee will 
develop a list of priority actions. 

Up to three public forums will 
follow, and telephone inter­
views with interested parties 
will be used to encourage and 
obtain public review of the sug­
gested priority actions, and to 
assist in the development of the 
plan. 

Those interested in seeking 
additional information about the 
plan, or finding how they may 
contribute to the effort can con­
tact: Kimberly Noake MacPhee 
at the Franklin Regional 
Cotmcil of Governments, 413-
774- ll 94 Ext.103, or Nick 
Wisniewski, Program 
Coordinator at the Millers River 
Environmental Center, (978) 
248-9491 
www millersriver.net. 

MARK or EXCRLLENCE 
AWAIID WfNNER 

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D.S. 

MONTAGUE? 
Eugene "Bud" Kennedy 

Sales Consultant 
773 Ave. A 

Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-4250 

4 Springfield St. 
Chicopee, J\!L4 

413-592-3530 

McCarthy 
• FUNERAL HOME 
,vww.mccartlryf1111anlho111cs.w111 

Since 1895 

On tht' Co111111011 
Greenfield, Mns.,;ac/111sel/s 

litrncrs /-'alls, Massnclmsetts 

(413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Dirc<'tor 

www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
LAPINE TRANSCRIPTION 

SERVICE 

• 8 or 16 mm films/35 mm slides 
to Vll)J::OS or DVDs 

• Kodak Picture discs and 
Europc,m conversions 

BllL&KAnrYWMrrE 
21 MOMAWK'TRAILBoX259 

GREENFIELD. MAO I 301 
(413) 773-7747 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 MAlN ST 
GREENFIELD, MA0l301 Phone(413)773-3679 

~e., 
♦ 

B . 
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8uz.e ~~, • -~~am- Opm7days 
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Sat. Feb. 21st, 

5:15 p.m. 
Fr. Casey Hall 

St. Anne's Church 
Turners Falls 

$8 adults/$4 children 
863-2585 for tickets 

Dinner will feature 
baked potato, coleslaw, 
baked beans, corn, rolls 

and butter, ice cream 
and cookies. 

Make Your Own 
v~ ~ o~ 
c­
Diemand 

Farm Store 
Kitchen 
in Wendell 

$35 for class 
(includes materials) 
S l O deposit required 

Register Early, 
Space Limited 

Call 978-544-3806 
for more information. 

~,..,food ......... tWy 
~ 4-9:30,a, 

1111~~1 ~7.:!: 
whaeltl-, 

.. 1mon ,a., 512.K, 
pronerio$12.ff 

Bring thi: ad & recaive 100/4 off your order 

'NEWLIVEMU5ICONTHUR5DAYNIGHT5' 

Thursday, Feb. 5th 

Automatic Slim 

Fri. and Sat. 
Feb.6th & 7th 

Foreplay 

Mondays 
Open Mic Comedy Night 8 :00 

G1GGLESGALORE & DINNER TWO! 

Tuesdays lPM-11 PM 
BluesJamw/ MSteele&Friends 

Wednesdays OPEN MIC 
Hosted by Mark Herschler 

9PMtil 1 AM 

Sundays KARAOKE with T-N-T 
BPM-12AM 

MILLERS FALLS 659-3384 

TOWER 
continued from pg 5 

visited spots as the Wendell 
Count:Iy Store, Wendell town 
common, Maple Valley and 
Swift River schools, and on top 
of Lockes Hill at the proposed 
tower site. I made the argument 
that since cell phone coverage is 
ah-eady provided to Wendell by 
Sprint from cell phone towers in 
north Wendell near Route 2 and 
from smrnunding towns, the 
least int:111sive option for AT&T 
Wireless to provide coverage 
would be for them to co-locate 
their transmitters on those 
ah-eady existing cell towers. My 
smvey was dismissed out-of­
hand as "anecdotal evidence" by 
John Keene, a lawyer hired by 
AT&T Wireless. Keene 
adamantly refused to consider 
my suggestion for co-locating 
their transmitters on existing cell 
towers ( a common practice in the 
cell phone indust:Iy). 

What fmstrates me is the 
entire hearing process has been 
rigged by the federal govern­
ment. The most impo1tant issues 
that affect the lives of local 
townspeople can't even be dis­
cussed at an official meeting. 
The federal Telecommunications 
Act of 1996 (written by lobbyists 
for the multi-billion dollar 
telecommunications industiy) 
that regulates the siting of cell 
phone towers prohibits localities 
from addressing health and safe­
ty concerns. In fact, the ve1y 
mention of health concerns in a 
hearing could be cause for over­
turning a negative decision by a 
local board. Towns can only ntle 
on ve1y nan-ow siting issues. 

To educate people in Wendell 
about the possible health dangers 
of cell towers, I've been showing 
at info1mal gatherings a video, 

GREENFIELD 
(34.[?I)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main SL Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 
www.gardencinemas.net 

SHOWTIMES FOR 
FRI. FEB. 6TH - THURS. FEB. 12TH 

1 ALONG CAME POILY PG 
DAILY: 6:00 9:00 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12 00 3 00 

2 MIRACLE PG in DTS sound 
DAILY: 6:00 9:00 
MATSAT,SUN, WED 3:00 

3 CALENDAR GIRLS PG 13 
DAILY: 6:00 9:00 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12 00 3:00 

4 BIGFlSH PG13 
DAILY: 6:15 9:15 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 

5 SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG13 
DAILY: 6:15 9:15 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 

6 CATCH THAT KID PG in DTS sound 
DAILY: 6:30 9:30 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 

7 BARBERSHOP 2 PG13 inDTS sound 
DAILY: 6:30 9:30 
MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 

Mark's Auto 
Mark Johnson. Owner 
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"Public Exposure: DNA, 
Democracy, and The Wireless 
Revolution," produced by the 
Council on Wireless Technology 
Impacts, a California-based 
grassroots citizen group. This 
one-hour video documenta1y 
examines the increased risks of 
cancers from microwave radia­
tion emitted by cell towers as 
discussed by scientists, doctors, 
and fo1mer cell phone industiy 
technicians whose reports have 
been censored by the cell phone 
industry. While a direct link 
between cell towers, personal 
cell phone use, and cancer is 
hard to conclusively prove, 
enough doubts have been raised 
by credible voices to make a 
st:I·ong case to slow down this 
rapid race to expand what might 
later prove to be a ve1y danger­
ous, albeit ve1y convenient, tech­
nology. 

In 1999, the Wendell town 
meeting passed a "precautionaiy 
principle" article that states, 
"when an activity raises the 
threat of harm to hwnan health 
or the environment, precaution­
ary measures should be taken 
even if some cause and effect 
relationships are not established 
scientifically." This should se1ve 
as a guide to the ZBA. 

With solid opposition to the 
Locke Hill cell tower proposal 
by Wendell townspeople (includ­
ing sn·ong statements voiced at 
Monday's hearing by many peo­
ple from the 12 households with­
in 1000 feet of the tower), 
acknowledgments by the ZBA 
that the proposal violates 
Wendell's bylaws, a statement by 
Wendell's building inspector rec­
ommending against granting a 
variance, and suggestions for 
other less int:Iusive options to 
provide cell phone coverage, I 
was beginning to feel there was a 
high likelihood that this proposal 
wottld be turned down by the 
Wendell ZBA. However, with 
the lawyer for AT&T Wireless 
putting pressure on the board for 

DETMOLD PHOTO 

a prompt final decision, William 
Solomon, the lawyer hired by the 
town of Wendell from funds sup­
plied by AT&T Wireless who 
had been putting up a rigorous 
defense of Wendell's interests 
throughout the meeting, was 
suddenly, at the end of the meet­
ing, talking about a "win-win" 
scenario for all parties. He 
described his concept of a "win­
win" scenario in which AT&T 
Wireless would remove the visu­
ally objectionable blinking light 
and old relay "horns" on top of 
the tower in exchange for 
approval of the cell phone n·ans­
mitters. 

In my view, this is certainly 
not a "win-win" for the majority 
will of the people of Wendell, 
who don't want the eyesore of an 
old microwave tower, much less 
have it reactivated as a second 
cell phone tower in town. 

I urge all Wendell residents to 
attend the next meeting of the 
Wendell ZBA on Thursday, 

February 5, 2004 

Febmary 12th at 7 pm. at the 
Wendell town hall where there 
will be a final vote on the cell 
phone tower proposal. 

The real issue here is: does 
otrr democracy mean anything? 
Will om local government offi­
cials uphold the spoken and legal 
will of the people (as written in 
otlf bylaws) or will they cave in 
to big-monied interests? The big 
unspoken fear is that if the cell 
tower proposal is turned down, 
AT&T Wireless might sue the 
town, which could tum into an 
expensive legal battle for 
Wendell. Are we going to allow 
ourselves to be bullied by a huge 
corporation? What is the price of 
democracy? 

Robbie Leppzer, an indepen­
dent documentary filmmaker, has 
lived in Wendell for 14 years. 
For more infonnation, contact 
him at: robbie@tumingtide.com. 

u y EA RUG? 
ca say h it all at once? 

an OT is at we got! 
dryer heat 1 

0 

ok, you ca 

INSIDE-OUT 
Professional Auto Detailing 

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County's Newest 

IN·TO• SElf STORAGE 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
366 Federal Street 

Montague, MA 01351 
413-367 -0241 

Franklin County's Car Cleaning & Polishing '4-\ln Of 
Easy in-town jocatjon s~l~ 
Secm·e 24-hom· access ~ii,~l\l Specialists! 

Carpet & Upholetery Shampooing - Buffin9 - Paete Wax 

Mention this ad Odor Elimination - Fa17ric Stam Guard - AUTO & MARINE 

for a 10% Parts Discount 
6 Nadeau Ave., Turners Falls 86..'l-9778 

OFFICE AT so CHAPMAN STREET, GREi:NFIELD, MA 11(\I 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors ~) \, 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR 
compiled by Bette Blacli 

Saturday, February 7th 
The Wendell Full Moon Coffee 
House presents a World Music 
Dance Pru1y with the Pangeans! This 
7-piece band of extra-talented Valley 
musicians petfonns 
Sat11ba/Salsa/Calypso/ Afiican/Latin 
music. So if the winter blues have 
got you down, come out to Wendell 
Town Hall, where it will be hot and 
smokin'! Pru1ial proceeds benefit the 
Wendell Fire Association. All ages 
welcome. For info call Chiis Mruano 
(978) 5#0240 

F1i/Sat. Febmary 6th & 7th 
Area Churches Presents: God and 
Country - A Musical Celebration At 
the Shea Theater located at 71 
Avenue A in 1\uners Falls. 413-863-
2281 

Sat/Sun February 7th & 8th 
Yankee Candle Fudge Festival - the 
Fudge Fest Challenge (at noon and 
3:00 pm), fudge srunpling, and 
fildge-making seminars (10:00 am., 
11:00 am, 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm) 
conducted by both Yankee Candle 
and Historic Deerfield. Held at the 
Yankee Candle Flagship Store locat­
ed on Routes 5 & 10 in South 
Deerfield. 877-636-7707 

Sunday February 8th 
Temple Israel Presents - Tu 
B'Shevat, Ti.kum Olam, and Tzar 
Ba'aley Hayim Compassion for All 
Living Things A com1mmity educa­
tion program for adults and children 
and a seder for 1\1 B'Shevat. 
Activities include: make beds, food 
and toys to help the animals at the 
Pioneer Valley HUlllane Society, 
adult teachings about Tu B'Shevat, 
stories for children, and more. Held 
at Temple Israel located on Pierce 
Street in Greenfield. 9:30 am. to 
12:30p.m. 413-77~7254 

Sunday February 15th 
World Wide Vigil for Peace. Gather 
at SlU1Set on Bridge in Shelbwne 
Falls 

ONGOING 
Now: Women's Songwiiting 
Group 
The 1\uners Falls Women's 
Resource Center at 148 L Street is 
hosting a free singer/songwriters' 
group for women, offe1ing the 
opportlmity to create and record yow· 
own original song onto a compilation 
cd that you get to keep. Professional 
singer/songwriter Robin Lane will 
guide the process. For more infonna­
tion or to sign up for this group, call 
Carol at the TFWRC at 863-4805. 

Now through Feb. 8th 
African Artistry: Insight and 
Imagination, A showcase of the 
Musewn's impressive collection of 
Afiican rut, both recent acquisitions 
as well as loans, from Smith College 
ahunnae collectors. Smith College 
Musewn of Alt Musemn hours ru·e 

1\1esday-Saturday, 10 am to 4 pm.; 
Sunday noon to 4 p m.; closed 
Mondays. 

Now Through Feb. 27th 
Transitions: Prints & Drawings by 
Jack Coughlin at the Willirun 
Blizzard Gallery at Sp1ingfield 
College. A public reception for the 
at1ist. will be held Sunday, Feb. 1st 
from 2 to 4 pm. The galleiy is locat­
ed on the comei· of Alden St. and 
Wilbraham St. behind parking lot 2. 

Now through Aptil 4th 
In Focus: A Brief History of 
Photography -to complement a 
Spring 104 Smith College course 
entitled, 3The Histo1y of 
Phot.ography,2 This exhibition will 
highlight the deep resom-ces of the 
musem111s photography collection in 
a swvey of photographic p1ints from 
a vruiety of at1ists, cult.lll-es, and tech­
niques dating from the eru'ly 1840s to 
the present. Smith College Musemn 
of Alt. Hom-s are 1\1esday-Saturday, 
10a m. to 4 pm Sunday: noon to 4 
p.m. 
y 
Every Tuesday 
Argentine Tango Classes TI1e River 
Garden, 157 Main St, Brattleboro-
6:30 - 8:30pm: beginner lesson, 8:00 
- 9:30pm : advanced lesson, 9:30 -
10:30pm late-night practice 
Beginners & drop-ins always wel­
come!! $10 class, $3 practice or $12 
both 50% discount with student ID 

News Flashes 
From the Hot Spot 
Through February 13th: 

F1iday 6th: Skate T1ip free trip to 
local skate pru'k. We leave the Teen 
Center at 3:30 pm. and ret.llln at 8p. 

Monday 9th: Writing Workshop 
6:00 - 8:00, Advisory Committee 
5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

1\1esday 10th, Avenue A Music 
Project 3:00 - 5:00 pm, Advisory 
Committee 5:30 - 8:00 pm. 

Wednesday 11th, Avenue A Music 
Project 3:00- 5:00 pm., Open Studio 
5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Thm-sday 12th, Movie Night 6:00 
8:00pm 

F1iday 13th, Shelbwne Falls Open 
Mic. 5:30- 8 pm 

Advisory Committee 
Have a say in what happens at the 
teen center and help o organize 
events you're interested in. 
Open Studio- Hang out with friends 
and make rut and music. 
Avenue A Music Project - In this 
free 18 week long program, we'll 
work together to record a CD. All 
styles of music are welcome. 
Programs at the Hot Spot are free 
and open to all Montague teens. 
For more information contact 
J e r e m y 
at863-9852 

BLAI-I BLAI-I ... CANDIDATE~ ... 
BLAI-I BLAI-I .. NEW 

I-IAMP~I-IIRE ... 
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ABSOLUTE RUBBISH 
His .342 lifetime batting 

average often forgotten, Babe 
Ruth was the greatest baseball 
player ever. Born Febma1y 6th 
1895 in Baltimore, Ruth could 
have won 7 Triple Crowns. In 
1921, Ruth hit .378/59/171, but 
Detroit's Hany Heilmann hit 
.394. 

BY BUDDY RUBBISH 

Buddy works on his lawn 

In 1923, Babe had 41 
homers, 131 RBI, and hit .393, 
but Heilmann hit .403 that year. 
Then in 1926, .372/47/145, but 
Heinie Manush hit .378, etc. the 
Babe had a curse too. Slugging 
over .700 nine times, over .800 
twice, Ruth led the AL in 
homers twelve of fourteen 
straight years, in slugging per­
cent thiiteen of fourteen years. 
And that all happened after his 
first six full years as a pitcher, 
lifetime 94-46, 2.28 ERA, in 
1916 going 23-12, 1.75 ERA 
with nine shutouts, and 1917, 
24-13, 2.01 ERA and 35 com­
plete games. And in 31 World 
Series innings pitched, Babe 
was 3-0 with a 0.87 ERA. Due 
to a workout ethic similar to 
David Wells, the Babe's pro­
duction dove in 1935, and cig­
ars killed him thiiteen years 
later in New York City. 

Not a lot of room for the 
Patriots this week, but dance 
around a little, call friends and 
family who don't live here and 
gloat a bit. We've all earned it... 

Baseball Birthdays 

Henry Aaron is 70 this 
Thursday. Hammerin' Hank is 
number one all-time in two 
things. 755 home runs and 2300 
RBI. He's also third all-time in 
hits, third in games played, 
ninth in doubles, seventh in 
World Series batting average, 
hitting over .300 fourte.en 
times, including .355 in 1959, 
with 39 homers and 46 doubles, 
his 400 tot.al bases leading the 
National League, or 1963, 
when he led the NL in slugging 

average (.586), homers ( 44), 
runs (121) and RBI (130), 
while hitting .319 and stealing 
31 bases. A clutch hitter his 
whole career, Aaron hit .393 in 
the '57 World Series, with 3 
homers and 7 RBI to beat 
Mantle, Ford, Bena, and the 
Yankees, who had taken home 
the champion rings in five of 
the previous seven World 
Series. Herny Louis averaged 
36 homers a year in a 20-year 
span, retiring in 1977 with the 
big 755. He led the NL in 
homers only four times in his 
23-year career, his biggest 
homer total coming in 1971 
when he smacked 47, but Willie 
Stargell hit his career high 48 
that year. Hank Aaron also stole 
240 bases in a great career. 

Mookie Wilson is 48 on 
Monday 2/9, Lenny Nails 
Dykstra is 41 on Tuesday, and 
Brian Daubach, re-signed for 
this year with the Red Sox, is 
32 on Wednesday. 

CREATIVE WRITERS 
COFFEEHOUSE 

VARIETY SHOW/ OPEN MIC 
Free youth performance at Hot Spot Teen Center 

February 20th, 5:30-9:30 p.m. Free w1iters workshop 
at Hot Spot Teen Center 

February 9th, 6:00-8:00 pm. 
Come in for a hot beverage, relax and do 

some fun writing exercises with friends. If 
you write a lot or even if you don't like writ­
ing at all, come and tell us why and how! 
Bring any writing that you would like to 
share and yom favorite pen or pencil. 

This workshop is made possible by the 
Brick House Community Resomce Center. 
For quest.ions and info1mation call Paula at 
863-9852 or stop by the Hot Spot at 177 
Avenue A., Turners Falls. 

Bring yom band, yom nnique talent, comedy act, or orig­
inal writing to perfonn - or just sit back and watch the 
show! 

The variety show is a project of the Teen Center 
Adviso1y Committee, made up by local youth and support­
ed by the Brick House Commnnity Resomce Center. 
Avenue A Music Project CDs will be available for sale, 
along with homemade baked goods, with all proceeds ben­
efiting the ongoing Music Project. The CD is the result of 
over 10 weeks of dedicated work by local teens. All music 
and artwork for this limited edition CD was created by 
local youth who pa1ticipated in the Avenue A Music 
Project last fall. For more information about the show, con­
t.act Jeremy or Paula at 863-9852. 

Tax-saving 

Jack Vadnais, lnfinex 
Investment Executive, 
413-774-3191 

investment strategies 

@J GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Securaies offered through lnfinex lnves!ments, Inc. Member NA.SD/SIPC. 
May go down in value. Not FDIC insured. Not guaranteed by the bank 
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Unity Park in winter New Hours tor 
survival Center 

Whither Do Ye Wander? 

The thrift shop at the 

Franklin Area Survival 

Center will now be open 

on the first Saturday of 

every month, from 9:30 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 

new hours were added in 

response to demand from 

working customers who 

have difficulty making it 

to the popular thrift shop 

during its regular 9:30 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 

Monday through Friday 

hours. The neighboring 

Food Pantry is open 

Monday through Friday, 

10:00 to 1 :30 p.m. Both 

facilities are located at 96 

4th Street in Turners Falls. 
BY MEG BOWMAN 

What could be better than 
walking alone in Unity Park of 
a Sunday moming? The snow 
is boot-top high in spots, and 
there are not even any dog 
walkers though the tracks tell 
of many before. The ice on the 
river has been so aggressive 
that there's open water only 
near the dam, and one naITow, 
duck-filled canal along the 
bank. 

Though not fond of the cold 

that gave the gift, it is great to 
be favored with such a close-up 
view of the feathered ones 
floating there. Twenty-two 
mute swans come crowding 
toward shore (do they expect a 
handout or are they preparing 
to defend their space?) I move 
on toward the five pairs of mal­
lards talking among themselves 
a safe distance away. They are 
accompanied by the duck I've 
been calling goosey-gander, but 
now find that Roger Tory 

Deerfield High School -Whole 
School Reunion 

The committee for the whole school reunion of Deerfield 
High School Classes of 1925-1959 will hold a work session 
to prepare for the upcoming Deerfield High School reunion 
in August, 2004. 

Participants from each graduating class and those who 
attended Deerfield High School are invited to volunteer at 
a work session to help update their class lists. Plans for 
the upcoming reunion will be made. 

The work session will meet Thursday, February 12th, 
2004 at 3:00 p.m. in the Frontier Regional School Cafeteria 
on North Main Street in South Deerfield, MA. For more 
information, call 665-2992. 

~ • llaoolcic • SD'nC 8Y1ITIIIO • Sfrc WOIIIC 

lfMN llOt.o • OII.L MASS. 01:tft 

DOUGLAS EDSON ,,1:a1 as~-,,e2 

~ 
Specializing in NURSING Foot Care in your home 

by Donna Girard RN 
Tel. 413-774-4036 

Peterson's guide ms1sts is a 
domestic variation of a 
Muscovy duck. He (she?) sits 
high in the water, seeming to 
feel his own dignity, though I 
know him to be a social bird, 
having been seen at different 
times with ducks, Canada geese 
and the swans. 

Farther out in the water is 
gathered a flotilla of Canada 
geese and on the ice numerous 
gulls congregate, including 
what appears to be black 

backed ones, whether greater or 
lesser I don't know. 

On up the park, I look across 
the ice to see children and dogs 
romping near the ice fishing 
shacks, seven in all (shacks, not 
children and dogs). I wade out 
of the snow banks, climb First 
St. to Third and on to Park and 
down to Seventh, then home. I 
find only sparrows in the 
hedges--but it's a good stretch 
of legs. 

Montague 250th Parade 
The 250th Parade Committee for the Town of Montague recently met and 

has some exciting news! 
Just in case you were not aware of the details, the parade will be held on 

Sunday, May 23rd with a kickoff time of 1 :00 p.m. The parade route has been 
determined with a "Bridge to Bridge" route. Formation will take place down 
in the area of the Farren Care Center and the parade will end at First Street, 
with some disbanding at Unity Park. There is an ever growing number of 
floats and participants with a wonderful seleciton of marching bands and 
added attractions that are sure to please everyone. 

The number of local entries will be ample, but those units such as bands 
that require funding remain a challenge. The 250th Parade Committee wel­
comes donations from not only the business community, but also residents 
or neighbors who wish to help insure success. 

For any questions, offers of help or funding sources, feel free to contact 
Linda Ackerman at 863-4316 (work) or 367-9567 (home) Thank you, and 
don't forget to save this date. Tell one and all 

Happy Birthday 
Edna! 

Keep on smilin'! 

Fine Art Portraits 

• Sr!f H11p1wsis 

JANET MASUCCI 

People, Places, Pets 

106AvenueA in Turners Falls 
863-0167 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

scsc Winter is a good time for interior 
projeclS. Come see our display o 
manufactured stone. A great way to 
bring the oatural look of stone in-
doors. 

Featuring: 

I • El Dorado Stone & Centurion Stone 
Nail Clipping/filing Com/Callus Care Foot Massage Assessment 

Veteran Discowu 
Acupressure Massage and Hypnotherapy r_,-1! 

298.Avenue A, Tumers Falls -:t:fil.~ 7 Warner Street, Turners Falls Nationally Certified in Therapeutic Massage & Bodywort since 1993 
M French King I hn-, Cill, '.\t1\ 01.\76 (413) 863-8694 413-863-4322 




