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BY SUDI NIMMS

TURNERS FALLS — If you were among the
lucky individuals to get a free ticket to the
Shea Theater’s “T Am The Shea!” celebration
last Sunday, you were part of the full house of
folks who came to celebrate and honor the
grand old lady who is one of the longest-last-
ing gems in Turners Falls.

Served up as a fundraiser for the theater,
donations were gratefully accepted in the
lobby and every flavor of entertainment was
served within its hallowed double doors.
Billed as “An Open House and Celebration of
Theater. Song, Comedy and Dance.” the
event certainly lived up to its name.

Among the talented performances were
showcases from the three resident theater
companies whose work makes up the meat
and potatoes of the Shea’s annual fare. These
delightful acts were interlarded with the vocal
talents of Valley Idol winner Abe Oyola, the
comedy of Myq Kaplan, nimble dancers from
the Celtic Heels School of Irish Dance, and to
host the afternoon, dashing Nick Danjer of
Greenfield’s own WHAI radio.

Ja’Duke Productions was up first with an
appropriately welcoming opening number,
“Comedy Tonight” reprised from their sensa-
tional musical, 4 Funny Thing Happened on
the Way to the Forum. For the younger crowd,
they performed “Blues Clues” and “Seasons
of Love” from Rent. Then came an out-of-
place, yet commanding performance of the
duet “The Confrontation” from Les
Miserables, awkwardly segueing to dance
and musical numbers from Ja’Duke’s upcom-
ing musical Fame.

If the numbers from Fame are any indica-
tion, it promises to be a show you will want to
catch. Opening night is next Friday, February
12th, so call the Shea now for reservations.
Rent will premier this summer.

It is very heartening to see girls and boys
on stage singing and dancing in this age of
video games, internet, and iPods, when so
many young people hide behind their appli-
ances. All three Shea resident companies do

FURBISHING THE AVENUVE Towns, School and State A
Local Artists Featured at

Hallmark Gallery

DETMOLD PHOTOS

Young actors from Ja’Duke Productions welcomed a fill house to the Shea Theater on Sunday

their best to encourage children to come to the
stage to explore their artistic talenfs in a way
no other local venue does. If you have chil-
dren or grandchildren, nieces, nephews. or
other kids in your life. keep an eye out for

auditions throughout the year. The chance for
young people to perform in live theater and
make new friends is a challenging, fun, way
to unplug from their passive media devices

see SHEA pg 12

[everett Boards
Clash over
School Costs

BY DAVID DETMOLD - On
January27th, the Leverett
selectboard, finance committee
and school committee gathered
for a math tutorial on the FY “11
elementary school budget.

This was the second meeting
in as many months when the
boards tried to agree on the
numbers that will make up the
revenues and expenses fo run
the town’s elementary school
and pay for central office
administration in Union #28.

Part way through the presen-
tation, finance committee mem-
ber Doug DaRif zeroed in on an
anomaly in the increase in base
rate pay for some classroom
teachers in one of the budget
sheets, which seemed to show
teachers’ salaries rising from
$57.644 in the current fiscal
year to $60,264 in the coming
fiscal year.

The teachers union accepted
a 1%% cost of living increase
for the two year contract gov-
erning FY’11, but this apparent
jump in salary came closer to a
414% hike, DaRif and finance
committee chair Don Gibavic
pointed out.

Union 28 business manager
Charles Paulin said the FY ‘10
base rate for teachers reflected
their base pay before the con-
tract had been signed, and failed
to include the negotiated COLA
for the current fiscal year, thus

see LEVERETT pg 10

oree to Cooperate
on Long-Term Plan for Educational and Fiscal Stability

The Brain created by
Tim de Christapher

BY JOHN FURBISH

TURNERS FALLS -
Beginning this week and
continuing through the
month, the revitalized
Gallery at Hallmark will

feature a new exhibition
called Art+Space, a group
show comprising work
from artists and photogra-
phers from the southern
New England area. There
were a large numbers of
entries, and a Hallmark jury
selected 60 works — paint-
ings, sculpture, photogra-
phy and collage — by 35
artists, which highlight the

rich and varied talent found =}

in our area.

An opening for the new
show will take place at the
Gallery on  Saturday,
February 6th, from 1:00 to
5:00 p.m. and will include
refreshments and live
music. Art+Space will be
on display Fridays through

see ARTISTS pg 8

Left fo right, Christine Lynch and a,s'mdz‘e c‘ammm'aef Jeif Walfson of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,

PH CHETTE

Pat Allen, Ann Banash, Carl Ladd, Michael Iangknecht and Tupper Brown on Wednesday at Montague Toun Hall.

BY DAVID DETMOLD

GILL-MONTAGUE - The finance
commmittees of Gill and Montague,
along with the selectboards of those
two towns, and now the school com-
mittee of the Gill-Montague Regional
School district have all agreed to

work in concert to “bring the state to
the table” to develop a plan for sus-
tainability in education and financing
for the district schools.

On Wednesday, they nearly suc-
ceeded, with two state legislators —on
speaker phone — joining local offi-

cials and representatives of the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education at a crowded
three hour meeting at the Montague
Town Hall. The telephone was placed
solidly on the table at the front of the

see COOPERATE pg5
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PET OF THE WEEK

Good Listener

Kelly

My name is Kelly and I'm a
five-year-old domestic shorthair
cat in need of good home. I'm
very charming, though a tiny bit
shy... Just at first! I not only like
to be petted but I also like it
when you talk to me. So when
you come to meet me, talk to me
first...and soon you’ll realize
what a great feline friend T can
be! For more information on
adopting me, please contact the
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane
Society at (413) 548-9898 or via
email: info@dpvhs.org.

IN MEMORIAM

Bo the dog died yesterday.
2/2/10. (Born 7/29/95). Beloved
friend of Jamie Berger, Anja
Schiitz, and countless others, she
is also swrvived by Mec Schiitz
and Pretzel Schiitzberger. Bo
was a muse, inspiring the work
of nearly 100 artists, the writings
of Berger, art exhibits in San
Francisco and Ambherst, and an
art book, Bos Arts.

Donations to Pioneer Valley
Dakin Humane Society in her
name will be greatly appreciated.

Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week
Grade 6
Tarrah Dempsey
Grade 7
Tan MacPhail
Brittany Miller
Grade 8
Katerina Sankova

Please shop locally. Support

our advertisers. and thank

them for advertising in the
Montague Reporter

The Hlontague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday,
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter(@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
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error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse advertis-
ing for any reason and to alter copy
or graphies to conform to standards
of the newspaper. such as they are.

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS
Craft Evening and Valentine Making

Monday. February 8th. 6:00
to 8:00 p.m. enjoy ‘Paper
Pleasures’ with artist Luc
Bodin. This is a free craft
evening for adults and teens
who want to learn more paper
cutting techniques. Decorate
vour home with a mobile of
paper creations and chase away
the cabin fever blues with an
artistic evening with a local

artist. Bring a scissors and a
hanger. All other materials are
provided. This is a free work-
shop.

Sunday, February 14th,
bring the family from 1:00 to
400 pm. and make a
Valentine. We will have paper,
scissors, stickers, etc. Come
and be creative. Refreshments
all day!

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS
Save The World With Nuclear Power

BY KATIE NOLAN
WENDELL - Whole Earth
Discipline presents Stewart
Brand’s analysis of and solu-
tions to the environmental chal-
lenges facing our civilization.
Brand considers city living,
nuclear power, and genetically
modified agriculture and con-
cludes that these and other tech-
nological fixes may be neces-
sary to meet the climate change
crisis. His conclusions are con-
troversial, especially within the
green and anti-nuke community.
Wendellites, who are general-

ly not afraid to meet controversy
head on, will have a chance to
read Brand’s book and then dis-
cuss his ideas on February 24th.

The Wendell Free Library
will have six copies of Whole
Earth Discipline available for
borrowing, and more can be
ordered from other libraries
through interlibrary loan. The
book discussion will take place
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on
Wednesday February 24th at the
Herrick Room at the library.
Bring a box dinner and eat while
you discuss. if you want.

Friends oi the Montague Grange Forming

MONTAGUE — The members
of the Montague Grange are
creating a separate 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization called
The Friends of the Montague
Grange. This non-profit will be
charged with fundraising for the
many structural repairs and
upgrades desperately needed,
including repairing the roof,
adding wheelchair ramps, and
removing the drop-ceiling from
the main hall. We invite all our
neighbors and friends who

would be willing to join this
new organization either as a
dues-paying member, an officer
on the board, or a committee
member for the four events we
plan to hold throughout the
year. The first meeting will be
held at the Grange Hall this
Sunday, February 7th, at 1:00
p.m. The Montague Grange hall
is located on the town common
in Montague Center, across
from the church.

Openings Available in Supportive Houses

Congregate housing for seniors
and persons with disabilities at
the Morgan Allen House in
Greenfield and the Winslow
Wentworth House in Turners
Falls offers supportive housing
near many community

resources. Both houses have
openings now. For more infor-
mation please contact Franklin
County Home Care: (413) 773-
5555, (978) 544-2259, or
info@fchcc.org.

DET PH

The Montague Higbway Department removed the Jersey Barriers and

regpened Power Sireet — at least one way — into the Paich last month.
The barriers were recycyled — fo close Williams Way!

MONTAGUE CENTER LIBRARY NEWS
Ice Cream Social

BY LINDA HICKMAN

MONTAGUE CENTER -
There will be an Ice Cream
Social at the Montague Center
Library on Monday, February
8th, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The
Friends of the Montague Public
Libraries are running this fun

2010 Montague
Dog Licenses

BY DEB BOURBEAU -
Montague dog licenses are now
available at the town clerk’s
office. All dogs six months and
older must be licensed and
tagged each year, $5 for a
neutered or spayed dog, $10 for
an unaltered dog. The clerk’s
office requires proof of rabies
vaccination and also requires
proof of spaying or mneutering
unless previously provided.
There is a late fee of $20.00 for
licensing dogs after May 31st.
The town clerk’s office is open
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
8:30 am. to 5:30 p.m.. and
Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. to 6:30
pm. Town hall is closed on
Fridays. For more information
you can contact the office at 863-
3200, ext 203.

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES — Feh 8th to Feb 12th

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Friday
at Noon. Meal reservations must
be made a day in advance by
11:00 a m. Messages can be left
on our machine when the center
is not open. Meal site Manager
is Becky Cobb.

Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter. For information
or to make meal reservations,
call 863-9357. “Love Letters”
performance  planned for
February 8 at the Gill Town Hall
has been postponed. The Friday
afternoon Writing Group is con-
tinuing and has room for new
members. Feel free to call the
senior center for information on
any programs.

Monday, Febuary 8th
9:00 am. Foot Clinic
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 am. Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday, Febuary 9th
9:00 am. Walking Group,
NO Yoga

1:00 p.m. Canasta
Wednesday, Febuary 10th

9:00 am. Foot Clinic

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
11:15 am. Mealsite Friends
Meeting

1:00 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, Febuary 11th
10:00 am. Coffee &
Conversation,

NO Tai Chi

1:00 p.m. Pitch

Friday, Febuary 12th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 am. Easy Aerobics

1:00 p.m. Scrabble

1:00 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for
activities and congregate meals.
For info and reservations, call
Polly Kiely. Senior Center
Director, at (413) 423-3308.
Lunch is daily at 11:30 a.m.,
with reservations 24 hours in
advance. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping,
or medical necessity. Call the
center for information on Flu
Clinic, pneumonia shots and
Cholesterol/Diabetes  Clinic
planned for the spring.

Monday, Febuary 8th

9:00 a.m. Exercise

1200 p.m. Pitch

Tuesday, Febuary 9th

9:00 a.m. Aerobics

0:30 a.m. COA Meeting

12:30 pm. Painting
Wednesday, Febuary 10th
8:45 a.m Line Dancing

12:00 p m. Bingo

Thursday, Febuary 11th

9:00 a.m. Aerobics

12:30 p.m. Key Chain Defense
Class

Friday, Febuary 12th

9:00 a.m. Bowling

11:30 am. Out-To-Lunch —
Pete’s Seafood. Greenfield.

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming prograims.

The Wendell COAs regular
monthly Blood Pressure and
Body Mass Index and Foot Care
Screening will be held on
Wednesday, February 31d, 10:00
to 11:00 a.m. at the Senior
Center. Call the Center if you
need a ride.

event, which was a big hit last
winter. Bart’s ice cream and
various toppings will be avail-
able free of charge. Quilt raffle
tickets will be on sale. For more
informations, call the Carnegie
Library at 863-3214.

NAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays

Ed’s Barber Shop
; Now Featuring
Men’s Crew
Hair Care
Products
also
Gift Certificates
74 Avenue A * 863-2085
Ed, Denise & KariAnn
“54 Years on the Ave”

—LIVE IN—

EST 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

e Other Major Brands

e Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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COMPILED BY DON
CLEGG — Ted Graveline of Gill
is encouraging people to attend
the church service at the Gill
Congregational Church on
Sunday, February 14th.
Graveline will make a pledge in
the name of each person that
attends the service to St. Jude’s
Cancer Research Center. No
donation is required, just your
attendance and support for the
fight against this awful disease.
The service will begin at 10:00
am. and will include a perform-
ance of “Amazing Grace™ by
Barry Higgins and Ted’s son Joe.

Ted lost his wife Edie to can-
cer two years ago, and has dedi-
cated the profits from his most
recent book to help seek a cure
for the disease.

At the Gill/Montague Senior
Center on 5th Street in Turners
Falls, Annie Hassett will teach an
hour long Tai Chi class on
Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m.,
and there is room for more partic-
ipants. The class is free (though a
$2 donation per class would be
welcome). Call the senior center
if you’d like more information, at
863-4500, or just drop by on a
Thursday morning at 10 am. to
try it out.

Kick off the February school
vacation week in style with some
old-fashioned family fim. Grab
your skates and head to Wendell
State Forest on Sunday, February
14th, from 10:00 am. to 3:00
p m. Department of conservation
and recreation staff will host a
day of ice skating. This event is
free, and is intended for families
and people of all ages.

A 1ink side warming fire and

Local Briefs

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

complimentary hot chocolate will
be available in the warming room
of the nearby headquarters, where
everyone can stay warm and
comfortable. The event is called
“Skate Your Heart Out” because
skating is more than just fun, it’s
healthy exercise.

Wendell State Forest is located
at 392 Montague Road on the
Montague and Wendell town line.

The TEHS Reconnecting Youth Class was honored at the Community

Heather Maloney, not to mention
a delicious lasagna dinner. The
Community Awards are spon-
sored by the Gill/Montague
Community School Partnership.
Want to feel inspired before
the  Super Bowl? The
Undergrowth Farm of Gill is
sponsoring a film showing of
“Neighbor by Neighbor™ at the
Brick House Teen Center, 24
Third St, Turners Falls, on
February 7th at 1:00 p.m. The
film deals with neighbors in
Lewiston, Maine, who did not
want to see their homes turned
into a four-lane highway. An
inspiring true story of ordinary
people becoming community
activists and owners of their own
destiny. The film will be followed

Amwards Dinner at St. Kagiemery Hall.

Call the park for conditions at
(413) 659-3797.

The Second Annual
Community Award Dinner was
held on January 21st at St.
Kaziemerz Hall in Turners Falls.
Outstanding Community Service
Awards where given to Tyanna
Normandin, Dakota Roberts,
Ellen Spring, Candance Sutton
and both fall semester 2009-2010
TFHS Recomnecting Youth
Classes. The second annual
Cheryl Fox Youth Community
Service Award was given to
Doug Brown.

The evening event was attend-
ed by more than 100 people who
got to enjoy musical performanc-
es by Dakota Roberts and

by a discussion with filmmaker
Craig Saddlemire. Refreshments
will be served.

MCTV will be holding class-
es on directing and producing
multi-camera field productions.
This is the same system which
has been used for the broadcast of
special town meetings, the 2009
Thanksgiving Day football game,
and Valley Idol productions from
the Shea Theater. The class
includes how to use the Sony
Anycast switcher along with
three cameras. four microphones
and the intercom system. MCTV
will also train individuals in
graphics design  within the

see LOCAL page 11

Iniormational Meeting Scheduled for Gill-Montague Bridge Project

Senator Stan Rosenberg (D-
Ambherst) and Representative
Stephen Kulik (D-Worthington)
announce that they will host an
informational meeting on traffic
management issues relative to
the upcoming reconstruction of
the Gill-Montague Bridge. The
meeting will be held on Friday,
February 26, 2010 at 2:00 p m.
in the meeting room at the Great
Falls Discovery Center on

Avenue A.

Rosenberg and Kulik have
arranged the meeting in
response to a request from mem-
bers of the Turners Falls busi-
ness community, who have
expressed concerns about the
traffic patterns during the multi-
year construction  project.
Business owners have asked for
an opportunity for input before
traffic management plans are

finalized in hopes of minimizing
any adverse impact on down-
town businesses.

The legislators are providing
this opportunity for residents
and business owners to offer
input and pose questions to offi-
cials from MassDOT (formerly
MassHighway). Town officials
will also be in attendance, and
the general public is welcome to
attend.

BY NANCY HOLMES
TURNERS FALLS — One
in eight Americans turned to
food banks in 2009, over-
whelming supplies. Locally,
the need is great and grow- - g
ing.

Members of the Turners
Falls High School Class of
1969, along with members of
the TFHS Alumni, will hold
their second annual food

peanut butter, macaroni and
cheese. and canned tuna or chick-
en. Also needed are household
items, Kleenex. toilet paper.
paper towels and baby diapers
and wipes. Donation boxes are
located at Scotty’s, 2nd Street

Second Annual TFHS Alumni Food Drive

I\.zmgy Hoimes (z’g’i) aﬂd Caz‘@r W/ebber
at last years TEHS alummi food drive.

drive to support the Franklin Area
Swvival Center this month. Any
non-perishable food items are
accepted.

Ttems most requested are

Alumni will be at Scotty’s on
Saturday, February 13th from
11:00 a m. until 1:00 p m., so stop
by and say hello!

If you would like to make a
monetary contribution, please
make checks payable to FASC, at
90 Fowrth Street, Tumers Falls
01376, and in the note line say
TFHS Alumni.

This year’s drive is held in
memory of Betty LaFrance, as we

Baking Company, and the remember her generosity to those
Survival Center itself. in need.
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLIGELOG 2c»der 2/%
Breaking and Entering Breaking  and
entering into
Fridl.}', 1/22 no ]Jght on hcense plate. motor vehicle at
12:24 am. Domestic E:xdny Food City Pa.rki.ug lot

disturbance 9:39 am. Burglary, on Avenue A, investigat-

6:04 p.m.

and battery domestic.
Wednesdsy , 1/27
12:55 am.

under the influence o
liquor, failure to stop,

ane violations

ancl dnvmg under the

Sabm‘dl}! I/ 30

6:10 pm. Assault and
battexy on Griswold
Street, investigated.

brea.ki.ng and entexing, ed.
on East Main Street,
i.rrves(:igated.

9:16 pm. Assault and
battezy on Montague
City Road, report taken.
Tucschy, 2/ 2

3:15 am.

Arrest of
Arrest of

or
sm, damage, and

van
ma.]icious defacement Of

property. Referred to

Otl'lel.' po].i-::e.

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, INC.
¢ ./ nsurance

Cooking Safety

Wear tight fitting sleeves when cooking. Loose sleaves

aasity cateh fire,

Mever move a burning pan. You can too easiy ignite
your clethes or splll the fire onte someana or

something else.

Read more cooking safety online at www.pzinc.com

2

15 MILLERS FALLS ROAD

TURMERS FALLS, MA 01374

£l

ARBELLA

PHOMNE: (413) 863-4331
FAX: (413) B63-9426

Great Rates, Fully Insured!

Greenfield

Bank

Co-operative S :

A Great Financial Partner ‘

BestLocalBank.com 12

Reach All Locations 772-0293
Greenfield » Northfield + Sunderland

= (413) 863-9736

MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER SIF

A 7S

LI
66 French King Highway %
Gill, MA 01376

Fax (413) 863-9739 @ il

Geri Johnson

B

I.Aplmz MULTIMEDIA

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS

VHS & OTHER FORMATS!

& MORE!
CONVERTED TO DVD,

Bill & Kathy White
413-773-717417

Leaf Busters

Gutter Cleaning and Repairs,
Snow Removal, lce Dam Removal,
Roof Raking, Lawn Maintenance
and Odd Jobs

Justin Hanecak
413-512-1553

Call for a FREE Estimate

| COUNTRY CORNER STORE |

Bernardston

44 Church Street

phone: 413-648-9340

Email: countrycornerstore@verizon.net

Erelsh Meats P

eli : ropane
Crocery  OPensevendays,7am.to8pm. | 55| Filhe
Produce =] Station
Beer & Wine...and much more! ‘

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

1

Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (c]osed Sat.)
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MESSAGE TO OBAMA’S BUDGET CRUNCHERS:

Is 1T REALLY NECCESSARY TO SPEND

$47,000 PER SALMON?

BY KARL MEYER
GREENFIELD — “There will
always be a hatchery component
to the program.” That statement
came at the Comnecticut River
Atlantic Salmon Commission’s
(CRASC) December meeting.
Hatchery production must con-
tinue forever in order to produce
a few returning salmon — 74 fish
this year.

The Connecticut River
salmon restoration program is
now admittedly fish-farming.

This prompted the US Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Region 5 Connecticut River
Salmon Commission representa-
tive to ask about hatchery costs:
“How much are we spending per
year?”

Answer: “$3 to 4 million, for
personnel and supplies alone.”

“How much does that amount
to per fish?”

That question was left hang-
ing.

The answer is $47.000 per
salmon. Federal hatchery expen-
ditures alone came to $47.000
per fish in 2009. Millions more

be Power Canal méc‘f;; main

went to genetic tests, smolt
study, inoculations, electronic
tagging. tracking and recapture
— and state hatcheries cranking
out salmon fry. Add in infra-
stiucture and personnel, and you
can guess at a real cost per fish.

More questions arose after a
presentation by  USFWS
researchers investigating if
salmon returns would improve if
hatcheries raised output — pour-
ing millions more fiy and smolts
into the river. Models predicted
no more than about 50 addition-

fenancey

al fish would result from the dif-
ferent scenarios. In no case
would more than about 300
hybrid salmon return upstream.
The study also asked whether
costs and low returns would
continue to be acceptable to the
public — and suggested public
acceptance might be swayed if
more spawned-out hatchery
salmon were dumped in rivers
for fishing.

“You are talking about a put-
and-take fishery?” CRASC’s
chairman responded. incredu-
lously.

“Put-and-take” is stocking
fish in water bodies for anglers
to yank out. This is how the
salmon program essentially
works now.

Expenses aside, hatchery fish
are massively disruptive to
ecosystems and natural popula-
tions. The difference here is
there are no real returns to catch
— though you could start charg-
ing $100,000 for a hybrid
salmon license.

This led to another question:
“What are the goals of this pro-

T e R e
i e

St L
2T KARE MEYER PHOTO
September 2009

gram?” There was a lot of look-
ing at shoes until the
Connecticut representative
offered. “Well, we didn’t have a
specific number in mind.”

In 1967 this program set
38.000 as its goal for returning
salmon — with an annual recre-
ational catch of 9.600 fish. The
target for shad: one million at
Holyoke, 850,000 at Turners
Falls, and 750,000 passing
Vernon dam.

Jappprt

see SALMON pg 11
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The ground hog says, "Time to wake up”.

LETTERS TO

I don’t approve of the way
you report. I hate one-sided
news. I am not going to renew
my subscription until you report
the news fair and square, both
sides. Don’t be so against other

Get Beal

forms of power. Be fair! What is
with you? Do you want to go
back to candles and kerosene
lamps? You splash everything
that you are against on the front
page! Shame.

BILL FRANKLIN CARTOON

THE EDITOR

Solar energy! Wind power!
What a joke! Get real.

— Phil Desbien

Millers Falls

Massachusetts Legislators Say:
Retire Vermont Yankee on Schedule

We are writing as elected
members of the Massachusetts
legislature who represent thou-
sands of Massachusetts residents
living in towns downwind and
downstream from the Entergy
Corporation’s Vermont Yankee
nuclear reactor in Vernon, VT,
just a few miles from the
Massachusetts border.

We recognize that under cur-
rent law the residents and elected
officials of Massachusetts have
no official ‘voice’ in the much-
debated matter of whether to
allow Entergy to continue oper-
ating Vermont Yankee for an
additional 20 years beyond
March of 2012 when its original
operating license expires. We
very much support the legisla-
tion introduced in Congress by
Vermont’s U.S. senator Bernie
Sanders that would allow a gov-
emor of any neighboring state
within 50 miles of a nuclear
facility to demand a full, inde-
pendent safety assessment prior
to any decision by the federal
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
to re-license that facility.

American Dead in
Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 1/29/10

US FORCES

Casualties in Irag
as of this date

Without such a law at this time,
we feel we have an obligation to
convey to the people of Vermont
some of the concerns of your
neighbors here in Massachusetts.

The concerns of our con-
stituents — concerns that we
share — have largely to do with
public health and safety. We con-
tinue to be alarmed by the con-
tinuing pattern of frequent acci-
dents, breakdowns, and other
failures at the Vermont Yankee
facility that have resulted from
aging equipment, inadequate
maintenance and inspection, and
human error. These include, to
name just a few that have
occurred during recent months:
the cooling tower collapse, the
dropping of a cask of high level
spent fuel due to the failure of a
crane’s brakes, temporary evacu-
ations of workers due to excess
radiation exposure, the discov-
ery of additional cracks in the
reactor’s steam dryer, break-
downs of the phone and radio
alert systems, back-to-back leaks
of radioactive water, failure to
carry out mandated monitoring
of radiation from high-level
waste stored on the banks of the
Comnecticut River, and failure to
make significant progress in
addressing most of the 80 areas

We Welcome
Your Letters!

Mlontague Reporter
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376
FAX (413) 863-3050

reporter@montaguema.net

of concern identified a year ago
by independent assessment of
the reactor’s reliability.

As a result, many people in
this area have little confidence in
Entergy’s assurances that a seri-
ous radiological accident will
never happen. If such an acci-
dent were to happen, it could
have a devastating effect on the
families, property. and environ-
ment of dozens of nearby com-
munities, especially those that
are in the downwind pathway.

It is our belief and, it appears,
the belief of a majority of our
constituents, that the prudent
course of action is to retire this
aged facility when its original
license expires in 2012 and to
replace its electricity as quickly
as possible with a combination
of energy conservation and effi-
ciency measures coupled with
new and currently available
renewable energy generated by
hydro, wind, solar, and biomass
facilities. Last spring, when a
resolution to this effect was
introduced at annual town meet-
ings in Franklin County,
Massachusetts, 12 of 14 towns
voted overwhelmingly to
approve it.

Thank you for hearing these
concerns from your neighbors in
Massachusetts. We hope that
they will be appropriately con-
sidered by the citizens and elect-
ed officials of the State of
Vermont.

— Senator Stan Rosenberg,
Representatives Christopher
Donelan, Denis Guyer, and
Stephen Kulik

Franklin County and
Hampshire Counties, MA
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Targeted Tax Increases

Pass in

Oregon, like so many states
in the recession, was facing
difficult and painful cuts in
order to balance their budget —
until the recent, and historic,
vote that took place on
Tuesday.

Oregonians voted in favor
of Measures 66 and 67, which
passed at 54% and 53% respec-
tively. These measures call for
modest income tax increases
on the wealthiest 3% of
Oregonians, establish a $150
minimum tax for most busi-
nesses, raise the tax rate on
some corporate profits, and
increase certain business filing
fees.

Oregon had not voted to
approve general tax increases
since 1930. So why are they
voting in favor now? Some
speculate the change of heart is

Oregon

due to the fact that these tax
measures only affect those
most able to pay — both at the
individual level and in terms of
large corporations. Most
Oregonians and business will
not be affected.

Though anti-tax opponents
are still spouting messages of
doom for Oregon, the taxes are
estimated to bring in over $700
million that will protect vital
public services. This revenue
saves schools from a 5%
across-the-board decrease in
state funding, and prevents
drastic cuts in state-funded
medical coverage, public safe-
ty and human services.

The remaining 49 states
would be wise to follow in
Oregon’s footsteps.

— Karen Kraut
Boston

Enjoying Talking Pictures

I'm 63 years old: this is my first fan letter. Todd Detmold, I

think your movie reviews are

first rate: interesting, insightful,

thought provoking, knowledgeable and humorous. Keep it up!

— Richard Andersen
Montague

AN APPRECIATION

Howard Zinn Made Me Look
Beyond the Headlines

BY MARK HUDYMA

MONTAGUE CITY -
Historian Howard Zinn has
passed away at the age of 87.
Howard Zinn was the first
writer to draw me away from
the American Dream, the first
to make me think and question.
His writings were concise,
grim. hopeful, depressing. and
wonderful. Thank you. Mr.
Zinn, for showing me the light.
History as it is still taught in
school is biased. opinionated,
and often glorifies mass mur-
der. Mr. Zinn, was the first fo
question if George Washington
cut down that cherry tree, the
first one to bring to light the
constant struggle of women, the
poor, the oppressed races. He
brought these struggles to the

main stream. raising the ques-
tions that were often ignored.
Why is it like this? Why do we
have so many poor, so many
tortured victims of war?

Howard Zinn was the first to
make me question, questioning
every fact, every unexplained
question, and I dug until I found
an answer. He inspired me to
look beyond the headlines, to
find what forces are really at
work in the country. He made
me angry about our society, and
hopeful of its future.

Thank you Mr. Zinn, for
making me a citizen.

Mark Hudyma is a sopho-
more at Twrners Falls High
School
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the room.

Representative Steve Kulik
(D-Worthington) and senator
Stan Rosenberg (D-Amherst), in
between legislative meetings in
Boston, kept up with the conver-
sation in Montague until first one,
and then the other, had to break
away to aftend committee meet-
ngs.

Soon the line went dead —with
a loud busy signal — causing the
room to break into uneasy laugh-
ter, before the serious business of
addressing a badly out of balance
budget resumed.

The legislators’ aides were
present at Wednesday’s meeting
in Montague, however, and
Rosenberg vowed he and Kulik
would participate in the ongoing
discussions. All parties agreed to
work together cooperatively to
come up with a long term plan for
addressing the structural gap in
the G-M budget, which the
school committee has estimated
as being more than $800,000 out
of balance.

School committee member
Jeff Singleton pointed out there is
more than just fiscal stability for
the district on the line.

“The constant financial prob-
lem is eroding the educational
goals of the district. And you do
reach a point were people begin
to lose faith in public education.
We have seen five district meet-
ings in a row where school budg-
ets have been voted down.”

That has certainly brought the
DESE to the table. In fact, for the
last two vears, the DESE has
been forced by law to assume fis-
cal responsibility for the G-M
district, and has imposed assess-
ments on the towns of Gill and
Montague after they turned down
the school committee’s budget
requests.

Associate DESE commission-
er Jeff Wulfson said the state is
now relying on local property
taxes to fund 59% of school foun-
dation budgets, on average, and
that he is aware that may be as far

as localities like Gill and
Montague are willing or able to
go.

“I"'m not sure the financing is
there. The irresistible demands of
public education are meeting the
irresistible object of property
taxes.”

As an afterthought, he added,
T'm amazed Proposition 2% has
survived this long.

Wulfson also said,
“Historically, there has been very
little correlation between higher
spending levels and student
achievement.”

He noted that Montague and
Gill are spending well above the
foundation level set by the DESE
for each community in the state to
fund their public schools.

“If that’s true,” asked
Montague finance committee
member Mike Naughton, “then
why aren’t we all happy?”

Montague finance committee
chair John Hanold did not
address that question directly. But
he said, “T don’t want to repeat
my personal experience from the
past,” where the watchword was,
“Keep Flogging Us Until Morale
Improves.”

Although the discussion
focused mainly on the sustain-
ability of the school distict’s
finances, Naughton noted, “On
the Montague finance committee
we're looking at sustaining a
town we want to live in, and not
just the skeleton of a town.”

He said steadily rising school
assessments had forced
Montague to cut too deeply into
other departments. “We need to
expand some services that have
been cut back. We've gone too far
in some places.”

Montague town administrator

Frank Abbondanzio backed him
on this point. “As a result of
mcreases in school assessments,
we have had to defer capital
spending. Every dollar deferred
will cost us four dollars down the
road. Montague used to spend
$300,000 on capital projects;
we’d like to get back to that. In
the last few years. we’ve been
funding operating expenses
through reserves,” a practice he
characterized as “disastrous.”

He added. “We're basically
cannibalizing all our budgets,
because there is not enough
money to do the job right.”

School committee chair
Michael Langknecht echoed his
sentiments on the school side of
the budget equation. Referring to
the Gill-Montague schools, he
said, “The problem is, we are run-
ning an $18 million enterprise
with a $16 million budget.”

Wulfson urged both sides to
use cash reserves while the
effects of the recession fade.
“Fiscal year 2011 will still be a
tough year, and we’ll need [to
use] some reserves. From 2012
on, we need to reverse that trend
and build up reserves again.”

But Montague finance com-
mittee member Lyn Reynolds
said the town would exhaust its
last $1.2 million in reserves in

see COOPERATION pg 6
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BY DAVID DETMOLD - Gill
will once again use the Lower
Pioneer Valley Educational
Collaborative as the town’s pur-
chasing agent for bulk fuel oil.
For the current heating season,
the town purchased 7.200 gallons
of oil through the collaborative,
at a price of $1.82 per gallon.
Given the current price of heating
oil in the area (above $2.50 a gal-
lon) the selectboard felt the town
saved money by using the collab-
orative this year, and hopes to
extend that record for the heating
season to come.

However, smce Gill has no
place to store heating oil for
municipal use, the board wanted
next year’s estimate to be pegged
at no more than 80% of the
amount of oil ordered this year,
so as not to get stuck with excess
fuel.

But after discussing the possi-
bility of comnservation measures
the board hopes the town energy
committee will take over the next
few months, including a phased
installation of interior storm win-

3 N 2 OO i : % i
Customers and vendors at the Gill agricultural commission’s winter farmers
market art the elementary school last month. Buy direct and skip the packaging!

2, KATH
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dows at the town hall and the
Riverside Municipal Building,
the board agreed to an even
lower target figure of 70% of this
year’s order, or about 5,000 gal-
lons of oil.

Volunteers have been work-
ing to reglaze the windows at the
Riverside building, which should
also cut down on fuel consump-
tion.

The collaborative estimates
the cost of heating oil will rise.
even for bulk pre-purchased
orders, to about $2.15 a gallon
for the coming heating season.

“Since we've been using
Lower Pioneer Valley, we've
gotten much better prices than
we’'ve been getting recently.”
said selectboard chair Ann
Banash.

In related news, Gill will
receive $1,626 in reimbursement
for recycled paper. cans and bot-
tles for the second half of 2009
from the Springfield Materials
Recycling Facility. The money
will be held in escrow for the
town at the Franklin County

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTROARD
Gill Sets its Sights on Reducing Fuel Oil Use

Solid Waste Management
District, where it can be used to
pay down the town’s annual
assessment fee.

Town administrator Ray
Purington said Gill was recycling
049 tons per person per year,
slightly above the state average
of .045 tons.

Selectboard member Nancy
Griswold said the amount of
packaging on products these days
is very discouraging.

Banash said everyone should
go to the Winter Fare farmers
market at the Greenfield High
School, this Saturday, Febrary
6th, from 10 am. to 2 pm.
Packaging will be minimal, and
biodegradable.

Following a road by road sur-
vey by Western Massachusetts
Electric Company of all the
streetlights in town, utility repre-
sentatives met with Purington
last week to advise him that the
town’s annual street lighting bill
will be rising by about $70.

“That’s a good result,” said
Purington. “Northfield’s is going
up by $1000.”

Gill maintains 44 streetlights,
in addition to three lights on the
Gill side of the bridge to
Montague, and four floodlights at
municipal buildings.

WMECO’s representatives
mentioned that Mass Highway
pays the electric bill for all the
streetlights on the Sunderland
bridge, so Purington said he
would investigate why Gill is
being charged for any streetlights
on the Gill-Montague bridge.

On another energy related
matter, selectboard member John

Ward said, ‘T definitely think we
should move forward and adopt
the energy stretch building code
in Gill.”

Ward gave a brief presenta-
tion on the stretch code to the
other board members, saying the
new building standards would
add 1% to 5% to the cost of new
construction or major renova-
tions, with payback through ener-
gy efficiencies. He concluded by
saying adoption of the optional
tighter building standards would
put Gill in line to apply for a
share of a $10 million pot of
annual state funding to make fur-
ther municipal energy upgrades.

Banash told Purington, “You
should probably put it on your
list for town meeting.”

A public hearing on the ener-
gv stretch code will take place
beforehand.

The selectboard will send a
congratulatory note to Sergeant
Chris Redmond, who received a
commendation from the Franklin
County Chiefs of Police
Association for helping to solve a
series of break-ins in Southem
Vermont, New Hampshire,
Bernardston and Gill.

Redmond said he had been
planning to attend a regional
intelligence meeting in Vermont
last fall to learn more about those
break-ins. Two days before the
meeting, the perpetrators struck
in Bernardston and Gill, breaking
and entering four times in a row,
in daylight. The one break-in in
Gill was more serious, Redmond
said, because the homeowner
was home at the time, and hid in
the bedroom while cash and elec-

tronics were stolen.

Redmond said he worked
together with the Vermont state
police, the Keene police, and the
Bemardston police to solve the
case, using old-fashioned detec-
tive work like surveillance and
crime scene forensic evidence to
link 70 cases.

In November, James Monette,
29, of Millers Falls Road in
Montague; Christopher Nichols,
29, of Troy, NH; John Parda, 23,
of Brattleboro, and Kenneth
Walkins, 32, also of Brattleboro,
were arrested in New Hampshire.
Their trials are pending.

The Police Chief’s
Association of Franklin County
honored Redmond for his “inves-
tigative skills and diligence in
being a primary investigator in
solving numerous breaking and
enterings into homes throughout
Northern Franklin  County,
Southern Vermont and Southern
New Hampshire, by an organized
group of burglars.”

In the course of removing a
dead maple tree from in front of
the Slate Memorial Library, the
highway crew discovered prob-
lems with one of the tires on the
front end loader. Highway chief
Mick LaClaire replaced two of
the 18-year-old loader’s tires,
from Pete’s Tire Barm, at a cost of
$350 apiece, considered a bar-
gain. New tires cost $2500 each.

The board received a written
complaint about possible exces-
sive signage at Green River
Honda. The board forwarded the
complaint to the Franklin County
Building Inspector to investigate.
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two years trying to plug the
school district’s $800,000 budg-
et gap. And Gill finance commit-
tee member Claire Chang said it
would be imprudent to bank on
the recession ending and state
aid coming to the rescue of local
schools and towns.

Waulfson held firm on that
point. “As state aid comes back
and state revenues increase, as it
will, guaranteed, don’t build that
money into the base.”

Use those promised increases
to build up reserves, because
state aid is cyclical. and lean
times will come again, he said.

G-M  superintendent Carl
Ladd said. “We have been very

focused on providing quality
education for our students.” But
he said he was committed to
building the school budget from
the bottom up. incorporating the
needs of both towns and schools.
“My issue is there is so much
instability on the revenue side.”

He called a drop in state
Circuit Breaker aid for special
education this year,
“Unconscionable. The state has a
moral obligation to provide for
special needs students.”

He noted one special educa-
tion student who moved into the
district this year cost the
GMRSD $120,000, money that
had to be found somewhere in
the district’s tight budget.

GMRSD business manager
Lyn Bassett added that the dis-
trict is also responsible for trans-
portation and medical costs for
some SPED students.

Ladd said, “We're under a
tremendous amount of pressure
from the state and the federal
government to turn our school
around. We’re supposed to do
that with a limited amount of
resources. It’s going to be an
interesting process.”

He added, “If we could sim-
ply not have any more of our
children leave the district,” tak-
ing state aid with them as they
choice out, “we’d be in much
better shape fiscally.”

Asked if the district would

reconsider hosting an in-district
charter school — a Horace Mann
School — at the former Montague
Center School, removing a cost-
ly maintenance issue for the
town of Montague in dealing
with the empty school building
and bringing choice-out students
back to the district, Ladd said,
“There’s nothing that is off the
table.”

Whalfson urged all sides “to be
responsive to what parents
desire. One of them is a very
easy opportunity to be involved
in the design of their schools.
That’s one of the advantages of a
charter school. How do you
bring that into a larger district?
To that end. if you would all be

willing to engage in that discus-
sion it would be tremendously
useful.”

Gill finance committee chair
Tupper Brown proposed setting
up an oversight group between
the towns, the district, state leg-
islators and the DESE to guide
the process of developing a long
term plan for educational and fis-
cal stability for the district, and
all agreed. That group will ana-
lyze budget scenarios and report
back before town meeting time.

“I find the enthusiasm of all
parties to go forward something
new, and I think we should rec-
ognize that cooperative spirit.”

Brown said. Wa
|
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Hybrid K-12 Region Advances at Mahar

BY KATIE NOLAN
ORANGE — At its February 2nd
meeting, the Mahar Regional
school committee decided to
move forward with a hybrid K-
12 regionalization plan, accepted
the joint declaration of the
Franklin County School
Committee Caucus. and dis-
cussed other issues, including the
cafeteria budget. buying local
produce, composting food waste,
and procedures for school lock-
down during drug searches.

Kenneth Rocke and Stephen
Hemman of the Massachusetts
Association of Regional Schools
(MARS) presented an update on
the current status of Mahar K-12
regionalization plans. MARS is
working  with  Petersham
Elementary School superinten-
dent Patricia Martin, Orange
Elementary superintendent Paul
Burnim, and Mahar superinten-
dent Michael Baldassarre to
develop a “roadmap™ for form-
ing a hybrid Petersham, Orange,
Mahar K-12 region. Under the
hybrid regionalization, Wendell
and New Salem would be part of
the new region for grades 7-12,
but for K-6 would continue to
operate Swift River School as
part of the Union 28 superinten-
dency union.

Rocke listed the goals of
regionalization: unified struc-
ture, better use of revenue, and
retaining local investment in the
elementary schools. Currently,
the superintendents and MARS
are exploring ways the schools
can collaborate before regional-
izing.

Rocke said creating a hybrid
region would require reconsider-
ation of the school committee
structure and the leveling up of
teacher salaries within the new
region. He said the major chal-
lenges for creating the region
would be: creating a new admin-
istrative structure, maintaining
an emphasis on elementary edu-
cation. developing a common
health insurance program for
regional employees, and devel-
oping a method for sharing and
assessing costs between the
towns.

Rocke cautioned that any
regionalization agreement would
need the approval of the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE).

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

He recommended regular com-
munication with both DESE and
town administrators about the
regionalization process.

Superintendent Martin said
“intense discussions” between
the superintendents collaborative
education group and MARS had
led to a “strong collaborative
consensus” that the administra-
tive structure should consist of a
regional K-12 superintendent, an
assistant superintendent for ele-
mentary education, and a direc-
tor of special education.

Superintendent Burnim felt
the job of the group was to show
the communities the superin-
tendents can work together. “Can
we show a central office struc-
ture that will work?”

Superintendent Baldassarre
said the superintendents have
started small collaborative
efforts, and are working as “one
team”. He said the Petersham
school committee had approved
continued work by the collabora-
tive education group in creating a
hybrid region on February Ist.
and the Orange school commit-
tee would be voting on whether
to approve continued work on
February 8th. Baldassarre said,
“We have made more progress
than I ever imagined.”

Patricia Smith of Orange
noted there had been talk of
moving the sixth graders from
the elementary schools to the
middle school at Mahar, and
asked whether there would be a
separate building for sixth
graders if that happens.

Baldassarre replied a sixth
grade could be located at the
Mahar building, but sixth-grade
classrooms could be separate
within the middle school and
sixth-grade students could possi-
bly remain in one classroom,
with teachers moving from class
to class.

Rocke said moving sixth
graders to the middle school
“worked very well at Gill-
Montague. and each town decid-
ed whether to send its sixth
graders.”

Paul Gervais of Orange asked
whether there was any interest
from Wendell or New Salem in
the new region.

Baldassarre said Union 28
superintendent Joan Wickman
had been invited to join the dis-

cussion and that Wendell and
New Salem school committees
have been informed about the
meetings. However, he said no
one from Union 28, Wendell or
New Salem had attended the
meetings.

Rocke observed it might be
useful to give a presentation on
the hybrid regionalization plan to
the Swift River (New Salem and
Wendell) school committee.

Michael Roche, representing
the  Mahar Massachusetts
Teacher’s Association, said that
K-12 regionalization had been
discussed for many years, but he
had not believed it would happen
in his lifetime. “I feel positive for
the first time.” he said. “T really
believe the tide is beginning to
tumn.” He added, “A lot of the
issues will involve the [teachers]
union. We will do all we can to
get cooperative agreements.”

Baldassarre recommended the
Mahar cominittee ask the super-
intendents educational collabora-
tive group to develop the design
for a hybrid Orange, Petersham,
Mahar K-12 region, including
developing a cost allocation plan
and governance model. The
cominittee unanimously
approved a motion to ask the
group to continue to develop a
design for the hybrid region.

At the January 5th meeting,
John DeWitt of New Salem pre-
sented the joint declaration of the
Franklin County School
Committee Caucus and encour-
aged the Mahar committee to
adopt the statement and become
more involved in the caucus.

Because committee chair
Maureen Donelan of Orange had
concerns about how the state-
ment would be interpreted, the
caucus statement was moved to
the February meeting agenda.
The joint declaration of the cau-
cus states, in part, the school
committee will:

* work collaboratively with
other districts in our area fo
develop and implement joint
strategic plans to help reduce
costs, and to preserve the com-
munity character of schools;

* work cooperatively to estab-
lish and meet goals that confinu-
ously improve educational and
administrative efficiencies, while
increasing educational opportu-
nities;

* work jointly to design pro-
grams and systems to benefit all
schools in our area while ensur-
ing that students have a variety
of excellent educational options;
and

* participate cooperatively
with other school committees in
a shared advocacy and support
body that will help us achieve
these important goals.

A majority of the committee
voted to adopt the joint declara-
tion.

In old business, Baldassarre
responded to a question from the
last meeting about purchasing
more food from local growers for
the school cafeteria. According
to Baldassarre, the cafeteria’s
primary distributor buys all New
England products during the
growing season. In addition, the
school is a participant in the
Massachusetts Farm to School
Program, a non-profit organiza-
tion that assists schools and dis-
tributors in procuring locally
grown foods.

However., Baldassarre said,
the large quantities of local food
available at harvest time may
need processing. For instance, in
June, it was possible to buy hun-
dreds of pounds of strawberries
through Farm to School.
However, food services manager
Jacki Dillenback decided the
labor costs to hull, wash, and
freeze the strawberries for the
following school year were too
high.

Baldassarre reported that
Dillenback has used cost controls
to reduce the deficit in the food
service budget. He said the cafe-
teria is providing healthy lunches
in accordance with the school
wellness policy. and the price of

& 413-774-7672

IDW—fChmbemwnedandopemtedﬁ)rMH years by Jean and Paul Voiland of Montague Center

Install an Enerworks Solar Water

Heating System and as you “atch/a EnerW0! F(S
the sunlight increase, you will watch
your water heating bill decrease.

If you order your own personal solar system by
January 30, 2010, we will give you a free Red
Fire Farm CSA (Community Supported
Agreculture) Farm Share for the 2010 Season

perishable produce is increasing.
Based on the food costs and con-
tractual increases in salaries, the
deficit will remain unless
changes are made. He recom-
mended increasing the cost of
full-price student lunches from
$2.00 to $2.25 and faculty lunch-
es from $3.50 to $4.00, and pro-
posed to start the increase the
Monday after February vacation.

Dick Baldwin of Wendell
observed that if the lunch pro-
gram had more money, it might
be able to afford more local pro-
duce. The committee voted to
increase the lunch prices as rec-
ommended.

Michael Yohan of New Salem
suggested the costs of disposing
food wastes could be reduced by
composting the wastes. He said
Clear View Composting, located
in Randall Industrial Park near
Mabhar, charges for picking up
food wastes based on mileage.
He recommended the committee
invite Amy Donovan, Franklin
County Solid Waste
Management District program
director, fo report to the commit-
tee on composting food wastes.

Smith questioned Baldassarre
about lockdowns at the school,
when police dogs are used to
search for drugs. She said that
frequent searches for drugs could
set the wrong tone for the school.

Baldassarre said there have
been two canine searches this
year. During the search lock-
down, students remain in their
classrooms. He said no drugs
were found in either search, and
he will not submit a request to
the state police for another
canine search until the policy and
planning subcommittee has
finalized the search policy.

Support Local Agriculture

Deerfield Valley Heating and Cooling, Inc.
sl 301 Wells Street Greenfield, MA 01301
413-774-7699(fax)

misiligan anergy

and...

CALL 863-8666
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BY JEN AUDLEY

TURNERS FALLS — The moon
won’t be full again until February
28th, but you should be able to
see the planet Mars on any clear
night this month. Mars is super-
bright right now and easy to spot
low in the northeast sky because
of its yellow-orange hue.

The new moon falls late on
the 13th, and Chinese New Year
(Year of the Tiger!) begins the
next day.

Look for buds beginning to

- szz‘ Horned Owl

swell on some
shrubs, and the
new growth on
willow trees
starting to shim-
mer green. You
may have to get
close to see the
buds, but the new
green on willow
trees should be
& visible from a
¢ distance.

There will be
signs that, for
some,  mating
season has
begun. Listen for
owls hooting and
birds starting to
sing. In fields.
meadows  and
woods. if you get
a strong but fleeting whiff of
“sweet skunk,” it’s likely yvou're
in a spot where a red fox left a
scent mark as a message for
potential mates and rivals. (On
the other hand, if you smell “reg-
ular skunk”, keep an eye out for
the skunk that’s probably nearby!
I saw one in my neighborhood
last week.) Skunks mate in
February. too.

Keep an eye out for snow
fleas, which are not fleas but tiny
insects called springtails, pepper-

ing the snow near tree trunks on
sunny days.

Watch for signs of sap, which
usually begins running at the end
of this month. You may see tiny
icicles at the end of sugar maple
twigs — or tapped trees with
buckets below them.

The sun sets about one minute
later each day. Right now sunset
occurs at about 5:00 p m., and it’s
dark by about 5:30, but by the
end of the month that will all
happen thirty minutes later. The
sunrise is coming earlier, too —
now the sun rises at about 7 a.m.;
on the 28th, it will come up at
6:21.

Learn more:
Feb. 12th to 15th:
The 13th Annual Great

Backyard Bird Count Join tens
of thousands of people who
count and report on the types of
birds they see over this weekend.
Lists submitted by citizens in the
U.S. and Canada help scientists
understand how bird populations
are changing over time.
www.birdcount.org
Feb. 13th, 11 am. to 3 p.m.

DCR Universal Access
Programn The Department of
Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) sponsors a variety of
adaptive recreation opportunities
for people with disabilities, as

well as their friends and families.
At the Wendell State Forest there
will be cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, kick-sledding, and
snowmobiling. Pre-registration
required. For more information,
visit www.mass.gov/der and click
on “universal access,” or call
(413)545-5353.

Feb. 19th, 1 to 4 p.m.
February Vacation Porcupine
Tracking for Families After an
indoor exploration session, we
will head outside to look for
tracks and other sign of porcu-
pines at Northfield Mountain. No
previous snowshoeing experi-
ence is necessary. Wear wind
pants or gaiters if you have them,
and dress in warm layers. For
ages 7 and older; $5 per person,
$12 with snowshoe rentals. Pre-
registration required. Call (800)
859-2960.

Feb. 19th, 8 to 10 p.m.

Owl Prowl Join local owl expert
Billy Fregeau in search of win-
tering owls. Meet at the Millers
River Environmental Center, 100
Main St, Athol, for carpooling.
Limited participation; pre-regis-
tration is required. Call Billy
Fregeau. (978) 249-8627.
Sponsored by the Athol Bird and
Nature Club. (Also, check out
www.massaudubon.org/owls to
see pictures and hear recordings

ARTISTS from pg 1
Sundays, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.,
through February 28th.

As soon as I heard that local
artists were to be selected for a
show at the Hallmark gallery,
my question was whether Tim
de Christopher would be includ-
ed. A world-renowned sculptor
and resident of 2nd Street who
has a studio in a nearby former
automobile garage, de
Christopher said he heard about
the upcoming  exhibition
through word of mouth in our
local arts community. He made
several submissions, and the
viewing public is fortunate that
two of his works, one older, one
quite new, will be included. De
Christopher is happy about that
because, “There have been very
few opportunities for artists to
exhibit in Turners in a profes-
sional venue like the Hallmark
gallery.”

De Christopher’s older work,
the 1996 Angel of Hope and
Despair, carved from limestone,
is an allegory for what artists
contend with in making a life
for themselves through artwork,
said de Christopher. There is a
constant struggle to make art
and to establish a place in the
world. De Christopher’s angel
depicts this struggle as one of
“feast or famine” as she holds

out her hands, one with a loaf of
bread, the other empty.

De Christopher’s The Brain
reflects a lot of what has been
going through his mind in the
last turbulent year or so.

Local artist Fafnir Adamites
will display three works in her
chosen medium of felt.
Adamites is a Montague town
meeting member who lives on
Central Street and maintains a
studio just off the Avenue.
Trained as a photographer, she
started to  explore new
approaches to making art
through knitting about six years
ago. Feeling constrained by

i

two-dimensional patterns, she
was drawn to feltmaking, where
a certain kind of magic. much
like you might witness in devel-
oping photographs, can frans-
form a chaotic pile of loose
fibers into a tight, durable fabric
that can be worn, trod upon or
hung on the wall.

Adamites submitted five
entries for the show, and three
of her works were chosen: two
felt vessels and Slice, a wall
hanging that combines hand-
made felt, rough yarn, and
cheesecloth.

The Art+Space exhibition of
60 works by 35 artists will con-

Artist Fafnir Adamites will be among the local a;%f.f}‘.r featured at the Art+Space show at the Hallmark gallery

FAFNIR ADAMITES PHQTOD

tinue Fridays through Sundays
until February 28. After that, the
85 Avenue A gallery will bring
William Wegman back to town
for “Out of the Box,” including
never-before-seen images from
the famous photographer,
whose work will be on display
from March 5th through May
2nd, with an opening reception
on March 5th and an artist’s talk
that evening at 7:30 in the
Hallmark Auditorium.

Turners Falls = Art+Space
(and a few Weimaraners for

N h
LS

Tebruary: Things to See, Hear, and Do

of all the types of owls that live in
our state.)

February 20th, 1 to 2 p.m.
What makes winter so special?
DCR Interpreter Gini Traub will
lead an outdoor walk around the
Great Falls Discovery Center in
Tumners Falls. Free. All ages wel-
come. Please dress appropriately.

Feb. 27th, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Family Moonlight Snowshoe
An adventure by the light of the
moon. Learn how to navigate like
nocturnal creatures. A cup of
cocoa and snacks will warm us
on our return to the Northfield
Mountain Education Center. For
ages 7 and older; $5 per per-
son,$12 with snowshoe rentals.
Pre-registration required - call
800-859-2960

Gill Police Log Highlights

Multi Car Crash
Wednesday, 1/27 12:25 pm.

Assisted resident with possiblc rabid
raccoon on West Gill Road.
Tl'un:sday, 1/28 450 p-m. Single
vehicle accident on Main Road, no
injuries.

5:17 p.m. Five vehicles involved in
accident on GiH—Montaguc Bridgc,
one subject transported for back
pain.

Fn'day, 1/ 29 5:04 pm. Report of
traffic hazard on French King
Highway, unable to locate.

7:50 p.m. Suspicious activity at
French King Highway business, all
checked OK.

Sa.mrday, 1/30 4:40 p-m. Arrested

arrested for default war-

rant.

Sunday, 1/31 5:01 p-m. Arrested
charged with possession with

mtent to distribute marijuana, unin-

sured motor vehicle and operating
with a revoked registration.
Mmaay, 2/1 10:32 pm. Repozt of
domestic disturbance and larceny of
a motor vehicle on Walnut Street.

Charges pending.

COMEDY AT THE SHEA
v \

Jimmy Dunn
Saturday, February 6th
His credits include the Emmy-
nominated “Jimmy the Cabbie”
Olympia Sports commercials on NESN
With Stacy Yannett & Dan Gill

The Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners
s. Showtime 8 pm., doors open at 7

He-
and at the World Eye Bookshop,
Greenfield. Beer and wine served in the

LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11:30 - 2:30 + DINNER TUES - SAT, 5 -9
SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNERS - 8

PHONE 413-774-3150 * 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD
WWW.HOPEANDOLIVE.COM

» Clay/Stone Sculpture ._ C m gl
. POW@IY +Farm Tresh Gggs
« Fine Art Drawings and | | *Whele Rossfing Chicken
g° *Pot Pies
Painings | | «HomeMade Soups
BY CHANCE OR gt
TeLePHONE 413.863.9299 APPOINTMENT. Products Vaey Weelly
email: carriogehouse@signedinstone.com Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
; Closed Sundays
65 CANAL STREET * TURNERS FN'I'S’ MA 01376 Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell » 978-544-3806
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Note to Readers: In an
effort to reach a truer defini-
tion of community journalism,
the Montague Reporter has
been meeting with students at
the Turners Falls High School
and Great Falls Middle School
fo encourage them fo write
more about their activities and
opinions. We’d like to extend
this invitation to other school
communities in our coverage
area as well. Please let us
know what is happening at
your schools, give us a heads
up to come report on special
events and share student view-
points and poems with our
readers.

We look forward fo the
insights vounger writers will
bring to our community news-
paper.

BY ASHLEY SEARS &
JULTANA APRILEO
TURNERS FALLS — Last year,
17 students from Turners Falls
High School participated in a
community service frip to Sandy
Hook, KY. There they worked to
clean up local parks, and they
also worked with Frontier
Housing, a non-profit organiza-
tion whose purpose is to provide
low income families with more
affordable housing.

Second Annual Service Trip to Kentucky:

3

What the Students Expect

TEHS Students (left - right) Kali Stafford, Julie Seard,

| fﬁ' » YW

CHRISTOPHER KLOSSON PHOTO

.ﬁiblgv Sears, Tia Demers, Billie L ada, and Juliana

Aprileo, raised finds for their service trip to Kentucky at Food City recently.

This year, 11 TFHS seniors
have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the second annual com-
munity service trip to Kentucky.
Those attending will be Julie
Seard, Jimmy Zellman, Alex
Peterson, Billie Lada, Kali
Stafford, Evan Pleasant, Dustin
Rivard, Lucas Foley, Tia Demers.
and the two of us. Our trip will
take place the week of March
15th through the 19th. This single

COUNT ON AUTO INSURANCE WITH THE COVERAGE

YOU NEED AT A RATE THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!

COUNT ON US FOR AUTO, HOME,
AND ALL OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS!

-

o Any Auto Club Discount
= Qur Special Group Discounts
* SBII A Savings Bank Life Insurance Policy

Auto + Home Combo Credit! SAVE UP TO 209

R -3 W ]:, :1 saw

==

e ———

SINCE 1888

A.H.Rist

INSURANCE
b AGENCY, INC. g

4 1 3-863-4373 159 Avenue A Turners Fa!..ls M; M.ahr[s‘.l:oﬂ'l

week will allow all of us to reach
out our hands to help another
community.

The experience of the students
who went last year was said to be
“life changing.” Lindsey Wilson,
a 2009 graduate of Turners Falls
High, described it this way: “It
Wwas an amazing experience. Not
only did it benefit those we
helped, but also us students. We
learmmed to look beyond Turners
Falls, and beyond ourselves.”

The students who are going to
Sandy Hook this year have
already made a great impact in
the Gill-Montague community
for the past four years. and now

we are reaching out to make an
impact in the community of
Elliott County, KY (population
6.748). By doing this, we will be
able to create a bond between our
commumnity and theirs, which will
strengthen both.

When asked why she wanted
to go to Kentucky, Julie Seard
responded, “It’s for a good cause;
I’'m there.”

Billie Lada said, “T think it’s
good that we have the opportuni-
ty to go down and help people.”

The excitement we all feel is
apparent in Kali Stafford, who
said, “I'm pretty pumped, and
can’t wait. If T can help the less

fortunate, then I'm definitely
down. It’s something that not
many people get a chance to do.
Here’s to an epic adventure!”

The students are also looking
forward to making a bond with
one another. Tia Demers said,
“T'm really excited to help out
and get to know everyone better.”

Our trip will start off with a
long drive to Kentucky, expected
to take about 13 hours. Amriving
late in the afternoon, we will get
a good night’s sleep before the
next day’s service. Then we will
be arriving at Laurel Gorge,
where we will be cleaning and
picking up the park. For the rest
of our time, we will be assisting
Frontier Housing with their latest
project in Sandy Hook, the coun-
ty seat.

On Friday, February 5th at 7
p m., we will be hosting our sec-
ond annual dodgeball tournament
to raise money for our trip. This
event will be hosted in the
Turners Falls gymnasium. Tt only
costs $1 to get in to watch the
games, and baked goods will be
on sale. All of the proceeds will
go towards the students to help
them pay to get to Kentucky.

If you would like to donate
toward our service trip, checks
can be made payable to Tumers
Falls High School and sent to the
attention of Heather Batchelor, at
222 Tumpike Road, Turners
Falls, 01376, with “Kentucky
Service Trip” in the note line.

When we return, please watch
for our follow up on what our
experience was like!

Expert Numismatist Expands the Mysteries of Colonial Coins

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL - Erik Goldstein of
Williamsburg treated area people
to a presentation on Pounds,
Pence and Pistareens on Sunday,
January 24th, at the White
Church in Historic Deerfield,
where I discovered a pistareen is
neither a vessel kept under the
bed in Colonial times, nor a little
yellow hole in the snow.

A pistareen is a Spanish coin.
English shillings and six pences
often passed for pistareens. The
term pistareen was a nickname
for a two reales coin struck in
Spain, worth one-fifth of a dollar.
Reales struck in Spanish colonial
mints in North America were
worth one quarter of a dollar, or
two bits, slang for a 25-cent piece
to this day.

JOSEPH A. PARZYCH PHOTO

Confused? Now I should tell
you one English pound equals 20
shillings. and one shilling equals
12 pence. No wonder the colonies
revolted.

A Spanish pistareen was worth

Harry Sharbaugh, Erik Goldstein, and Rufus Seward

15 pence Virginia money in 17735,
which is roughly equivalent to an

English shilling.
Goldstein, who is the curator
of Mechanical Arts and

see COINS pg 16

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.
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Solar PV/Thermal System REBATES and TAX CREDITS
R-3 Inserts for Single Pane Windows = 13w Pellet Stoves
Lighting * Heating = Books * Gifts * Education

Solar Store of Greenfield

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield » 413-772-3122
Email: info@greenfieldsolarstore.com * Hours: Tues.-Fri, 10-6, Sat. 10-5

| SOLAR ELECTRIC
SOLAR HOT WATER
SOLAR HOT AIR

AnnMarie Schoch-Wright

"I'LL CLEAN IT!"
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Cleaning Services

(413) 522-2846
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TURNERS FALLS, Mass. 01376
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HOME (413) 367-9970
FAX (413) 863-4949

. Terry Sicard
Sales Associate

S

4 Main Road, Gill

dynamic caffeination
warm friendly service
brown bag catering

Mon - Fri 6 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Saturday 8 am.- 2 p.m.

413-863-0033
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was not an accurate reflection of
what those teachers were actually
getting paid this year.

This admission caused tem-
peratures to rise quickly in the
town hall meeting room.

“Once you find a mistake, you
don’t trust any of the other statis-
tics. Then you might as well
throw all these papers out the
window.” inveighed Gibavic.

“This is unbelievable.” said
selectboard member Peter
d’Errico.

But a few minutes later, it was
d’Errico who was corrected by
school committee member
Farshid Hajir for fuzzy math.

D’Errico, adding the approxi-
mately $1,200,000 Leverett pays
to send its students to Ambherst
High to the approximately
$136.000 it pays for central office
administration at Union #28, and
dividing the resulting sum by the
number of students Leverett
graduates from 6th grade each
year (about 20), said the town
could withdraw from its regional
affiliations and pocket enough
money to send all its seventh
graders to Northfield Mount
Hermon for $43,000 a year and
keep the change.

“Your numbers can’t possibly
be right,” responded Hajir, who
proceeded to demonstrate that
Leverett actually spends about
“$10,000 a kid,” to educate stu-
dents in public schools, well
below the state average, pegged
at $12.200.

D’Errico seemed to concede
the point, but stayed on the offen-
sive.

“How do we deal with pres-

sure from charter schools with
these numbers? I hear the talk on
the street about withdrawing
from the Union.”

Hajir said, “By law, we can’t
operate a school without a super-
intendent and a business manag-
er. We are too small to hire our
own superintendent. One hun-
dred and eight years ago. we got
together and formed a umion.”
with the neighboring towns of
New Salem, Wendell. and
Erving, adding Shutesbury one
year later.

D’Eirico, sit-
ting across the [
table from |
Union 28 super- |12
intendent Joan
Wickman, ques-
tioned the super-
intendent’s [
salary increase =——

and Leverett’s —ess

$1.600 annual Peter d’Er;im, Farshid Hajir, Joan Wickman and Kip
: of Fonsh discuss the 1 everett school budget on January 27th

share
Wickman’s budgeted expenses
for travel and conferences. Last
year, Wickman’s salary increased
from $107.500 to $113.800, a
5.9% jump.

Hajir responded. T was chair
of the committee that negotiated
the superintendent’s contract,
which was approved by a nearly
unanimous vote of the joint
supervisory committee. On the
question of her salary. we did a
cost comparison across the area.
Our superintendent was at the
very bottom ..."”

“There is no high school in the
union,” interrupted Gibavic.

“But there are four different
school committees, one of which
Tepresents a regional elementary

school with its own legal enti-
{2
“You can’t compare our dis-
trict to any other district in the
area,” msisted Gibavic

“Our union is geographically
dispersed. ...” continued Hajir.

“It’s not dispersed,” corrected
Gibavic. “One town is next to the
other. Mohawk is dispersed.”

“The five per cent increase to
the superintendent’s salary was
negotiated one and a half years
ago, before the economic down-
turn,” continued Hajir. “What

= DETMOLD PHOTO

you have to realize is it’s hard to
find a good superintendent for
Union 28. At any time, there are
30 to 60 openings for superin-
tendents across the state. We
would be hard pressed to replace
her if she leaves. She does her
work. She is conscientious. She
understands the politics of the
towns and has a working rela-
tionship with the 25 members of
the school committees and the
four principals in the union. She
has brought down the extra over-
time the union has been paying.
Having worked with other central
offices.” said Hajir, who chairs
the Amherst-Pelham regional
school committee, “T know how
messed up central offices can be.

Open House featuring Birds of Prey
This Sunday, Feb 7th, 1-4pm
Greenfield Center School

www.centerschool.net

e arts, science, music & nature

Greenfield K
Center

4 School

- warmth , care, attention & challenge

« joy, confidence, ambition & zeal

 expansive, expressive, thoughtful & happy
Greenfield Center School

My opinion is, it is worth it for
the town of Leverett to keep the
superintendent we have. She’s a
good superintendent. That’s why
we gave the salary we did: to keep
the superintendent we have.”

In her defense, Wickman said,
“My colleagues think T am crazy
to be out 120 nights a year,” trav-
elling to school committee meet-
ings four nights a week. She said
she has put 67.000 miles on her
new fuel efficient car on district
business. “My travel allowance
does not cover the 50 cents a mile
cost.” for fuel and maintenance
that is common to reimburse
travel expenses in town govern-
ment.

Although she has a doctorate,
unlike some of her colleagues
who superintend districts in
Franklin County, Wickman said
even with the salary increase, the
committee “‘could not afford to
bring me up to the middle of the
pack right away. The new Mahar
superintendent,” Michael Baldas-
sarre, “who was hired after a half
an hour negotiation, who is not
certified, does not have a doctor-
ate, and is very, very green, he is
at the bottom,” receiving
$105,000. “But I am not sure you
can compare a superintendent in
her fourth year with a very green
superintendent.”

Wickman is second to the bot-
tom in terms of superintendents’
salaries in Franklin County,
above Baldassarre, who she said
is doing a good job learning the
ropes at Mahar while doing dou-
ble duty as the region’s special
education director.

Responding to d’Errico’s con-
cemns about expenses, Wickman
said she goes to an annual confer-
ence, staying at the cheapest
motel, to bring back information
to her administrators on new reg-
ulations. legal concerns, and edu-
cational advances. “It is critical to
keep on the cutting edge. Your
superintendent has to have access
to these things.”

Selectboard chair  Rich
Brazaeu said, “You know where
we're going. Town employees
aren’t getting cost of living rais-
es.” in the current economic situ-
ation. “And we see teachers and
principals getting 1'% percent,
and 2 to 6% raises in Union 28.

“A lot of towns are going back
and asking for relief. These
increases, when we're in a situa-
tion where we’re looking at cuts
for our schools. brought in-
creased scrutiny to those raises.”

Brazeau concluded, “If we’re
asking everybody else to bite the
bullet, it would be nice to have
everyone in sync.”

But Hajir and Leverett school
committee chair Kip Fonsh said
the committee bargained with
teachers and administrators in
good faith before the economic
downturn struck, and would enter
a difficult renegotiating period
soon. They noted the cohort of
nine fulltime classroom teachers,
most of whom have been work-

ing at the elementary school for
20 vears or longer, had reached
the top of their salary steps, and
were now receiving only COLAs
and an occasional modest hike in
longevity pay to reward them for
their continued service.

Fonsh asked the selectboard to
inform the school committee of
the big picture of town revenues,
rather than isolate the school
department for cuts without a
clear knowledge of state aid fore-
casts.

Finance committee member
Tom Powers said it seemed pret-
ty clear, at this point, the fown
would see no new growth or
increases in local taxes other than
the 2%% hike in property tax
levies allowed annually.

There was some talk about a
pending override attempt in
Ambherst — for perhaps $2 million
— partially intended to stave off
deep cuts to the regional high
school’s extra curicular pro-
grams like wood working, metal
working, jazz band, and physical
education. The boards considered
the likely impact on Leverett if an
Ambherst override passes — which
might trigger a wave of assess-
ment increases to the regional
towns of Pelham, Shutesbury and
Leverett.

But all agreed the real picture
of town revenues and expenses
for the coming fiscal year will not
be known by town meeting day,
perhaps not until June.

The school committee agreed
to retuun on February 9th at 8:00
p m., and to bring with them cor-
rected budget sheets, further
reduced to reflect a 0% budget
increase for LES. In order to do
that, the committee is considering
cutting the school-wide Spanish
program at the elementary
school, for an $18,000 savings,
reduce to five from ten the days a
technology teacher is available to
help students in the summer, cut
$12.000 in discretionary line
items, and discontinue the
Adventure Program for grades 4
through 6.

And Hajir made this promise.
“As a member of the school com-
mittee, we are responsible to
oversee the numbers given to the
selectboard to make sure they are
correct — and we will.”

As the school department’s
math tutorial adjowrned, Leverett
fire chief John Moruzzi, who had
waited patiently in the hall for
hours, approached the select-
board with a request to fund
repairs to one of the department’s
fire trucks. The 22-year old truck
is leaking from a pump valve due
to a split packing lens. “It leaks
like hell,” said Moruzzi, “and
could fail during operation.” He
also said the electrical system on
the truck is shorting out.
Responding to a mutual aid call
from  Montague  recently,
Moruzzi said he was forced to
use the truck’s spotlights to light

the road when the head- i
L~

lamps failed.
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BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS — A dozen
school committee representatives
from around the county gathered
for the Franklin County School
Committee Caucus on Monday,
February 1st at the Turners Falls
High School.

Kip Fonsh, caucus representa-
tive from the Leverett School
Committee, asked the FCSCC to
consider adopting a formal reso-
lution “critiquing the passage of
the Education Reform bill, and
particularly the provision that
gives towns the right to secede
from school superintendency
unions by a majority vote of their
school committees.”

Bob Decker, from the Frontier
regional school committee, said
this clause, mmserted in the Ed

SALMON from pg 4

Program objectives were
clear: create “high quality sport
fishing” and “provide for the
long-term needs of the popula-
tion for seafood.”

Despite its name CRASC
remains responsible for all the
fish in the herring family here —
the core of the rmuns: alewives,
blueback herring, and the
American shad, “founding fish”
of this river’s restoration.

These fish fed people; an
extinct salmon strain never
anchored anyone’s larder.

In my  dreams the
Connecticut is as it was in 1991
— a four-state river recovering its
age-old biological connection to
the sea. May currents met a run
of almost a million fish: 520,000
agitated American shad and
410.000 blueback herring lifted
upstream at the Holyoke dam.
There were 41.000 lampreys
and a tiny return of 200 hybrid-
Atlantic salmon. Fifty-five thou-
sand shad pushed past the dam
at the Turners Falls-Northfield
Mountain hydro complex; a
record 37,000 shad wriggled up
the Vernon ladder to Vermont
and New Hampshire. This was a
legacy for coming generations.

Less than twenty years later,
all that has changed. CRASC
doesn’t stress accountability —
laying claim instead to hatchery
output and the latest low figures
coming upstream as accom-
plishments. A salmon-focused

NOTES FROM THE FRANKLIN COUNTY SGHOOL COMMITTEE CAUGUS
School Committee Caucus to Discuss Superintendency Union Amendment

Reform bill with no public notice
beforehand, “certainly raises
questions. If towns have a joint
contract with a superintendent
that rolls forward for two or three
years, who is going fo pay the
superintendent’s salary?” if one
town withdraws from a superin-
tendency union in the middle of
the contract term.

Daniel Hayes, chair of Union
28 and a member of the
Shutesbury school committee
said, “You are talking about a
very small number of people
making a pretty monumental
decision on the part of the town.
Some of these committees have
just three or five members.
You're talking about two or three
people making a majority.”

Marcia Day, of Greenfield.

program with “no specific num-
ber in mind” costs us dearly.
Today, two-thirds of that once-
riotous shad bloom is gone: a
scant 1 to 2 % of the tens of
thousands of American shad that
reach Turners Falls now squeeze
through. Just 16 passed Vernon
dam in 2009 — adjacent to
warmed effluent poured in the
river by Entergy’s nuclear plant.
Only 39 herring swam past
Holyoke in 2009. None have
reached New Hampshire in a
decade.

Occasionally I talk a little
philosophy with Dr. Boyd
Kynard of Amherst. Kynard’s a
brilliant guy and a world-class
expert on fish behavior, restora-
tion, and the Connecticut
River’s migratory species. This
“retired” professor emeritus and
USGS biologist has his feet wet
most of the year — consulting
with China’s EPA chief about
Yangtze dams; fish passage on
the Amazon; endangered stur-
geon in Europe; or dam-disrupt-
ed ecosystems on the Columbia.
Something he once said about
the resources going to lab study
of juvenile salmon struck me,
especially from someone not
prone to generality, “I bet more
money has been spent studying
this single life-stage of this one
species of fish, than the money
spent on all the fish species in
the world.”

It’s all about priorities. There
are bright, thoughtful people at
CRASC, too — people who say

said the amendment. sponsored
by representatives Steve Kulik
(D-Worthington) and Chris
Donelan (D-Orange), reversed
the pendulum on school unions.
“It went from being very difficult
to get out of a union to being very
easy.”

Fonsh said he felt the amend-
ment should be altered by the leg-
islature to, “make sure there is
flexibility for towns but stability
for unions.”

John DeWitt, from New
Salem, said “This is a hot issue
for us. The real ramifications will
take a while to manifest. In all
likelihood, no town will move
precipitously,” because they
would need to have a new super-
intendency union or regional dis-
trict to join with, or be able to

they would like to see a change
of course. I believe them. The
big problems are now acknowl-
edged at the table: fish elevators
ten years past-due at Turners,
with fluctuations from the
Northfield plant scuttling pas-
sage at that dam: thousands of
young shad killed when
FirstLight drained its canal in
September; thermal effluent
dumped in at Vermont Yankee —
with record low passage at the
Vernon ladder. These are all
problems good on-the-ground
science could begin turning
around — on a path to a river we
all could be proud of.

Karl Meyer’s “The State of
the Snake” appears in the
spring issue of Sanctuary. He
tackles nighthawks and bald
eagles for Birdwatcher’s

Digest in May and Wa
-

November:
SOLAR PANEL RAFFLE

Together we can
‘Pull the Plug’ on Vermont Yankee
and build a renewable energy future!

Win a Solar Panel system retailing for $5,000.
Tickets:are limited. Only 450 will be scld!

$35fticket

Purchase ticke!s at: the Greenfield Solar Store
ar goto: wiw.vicitizen.org

stand alone as a school district.

“We need to make the union
model viable, without losing
local control,” DeWitt said.

Caucus representatives agreed
to return to the topic of the new
Ed Reform bill, and the superin-
tendency union exit amendment
i particular, after polling their
own school committees for their
views on the matter, at their next
meeting, on March 5th.

LOCAL from pg 3

Anycast Video system.

The first class will be held on
Saturday, February 20th, at 1:00
p.m. at the MCTV studio, 34
Second Street, Turners Falls. If
you are interested in participat-
ing in this fiee class please call
Robin or Dean at 863-9200 or
email robin@montaguetv.org.

Open Gym sessions are start-
ing at the Montague Center town
hall on Thursday evenings from
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Gary Turn
will be there to open up: you can
reach him at (413) 522-2563.

Ever try an emu egg? 1
haven’t. But an article posted on
MontagueMA net looked so
interesting I had to pass it on to
our readers:

“Very large emerald green
eggs, equal in size to 8 to 12
chicken eggs. Attack your egg
with a power drill and shake or
blow the insides into a bowl.
Makes the lightest, fluffiest
omelet, scrambled eggs or
quiche ever. Leaves you with a
beautiful egg to display as natu-
ral, carved, etched or painted.”

Each fresh egg costs $15.00.
Songline Farm Store is open
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
aftemoons from 12 to 5 pm.
Call 863-2700 for more informa-
tion. Egg laying is seasonal — so
call or come in soon. Tough to
hide for Easter hunts, but perfect

In other business, the caucus
discussed gathering ‘Big Ideas’
for improving education from
parents, teachers, staff, adminis-
trators, and the general public in
advance of a planned educational
summit on Saturday, April 10th
in Greenfield.

Keith McCormic, of
Greenfield, said the caucus was
seeking, “Well thought out ideas

see CAUCUS pg 13

for pysanky.

After months of work, meet-
ings and fundraising, an evening
‘Warming Center has finally
opened this week at the
Congregational Church, Court
Square, in Greenfield. Homeless
adults are screened through the
offices of ServiceNet and given
a warm place to stay for the
evening. Three men stayed there
for the first night on Monday,
February 1st.

The  Franklin  County
Interfaith Council was the driv-
ing force behind this much need-
ed center, and many businesses,
mdividuals and services assisted
in the process. Homelessness is a
curse in our society. Everyone
needs a warm place to stay.
Congratulations and thank yous
to all who helped make this
warming center a reality!

Send items for local briefs to

reporter-local@ mon- Wa
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD MEETING

Emergency Response Training Needed, Says Team

BY BILL FRANKLIN — What
do flu shots and disasters have in
common? Plenty, if you ask the
members of the local Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT).

Team members Brenda Silva,
Tim Cronin and Deb Massey,
along with Erving residents
Harry and Sue Sharbaugh, and
Franklin Regional Council of
Governments [FRCOG] CERT
coordinator ~ Nina  Martin-
Anzuoni spoke to the Erving
selectboard Monday evening, to
make a case for persuading
Erving residents to participate in
a four-town emergency planning
consortium with Wendell, Gill,

and Montague.

The Sharbaughs began the dis-
cussion by explaining the impor-
tance of having and using the
four towns’ designated
Emergency Dispensing Site,
where Erving residents can get
free flu shots.

During the past year this site,
located at the  Sheffield
Elementary School in Tuwmners
Falls. had low participation from
the town of Erving, especially
from the town’s senior citizens.
The CERT group would like to
change that and to get Erving res-
idents used to employing a single
site for their flu shots, and for
emergencies in general.

Last year most senior citizens
received their flu shots at the
Erving senior center, choosing
not to make the trip to the Turners
Falls. According to selectboard
chair Andy Tessier., “If seniors are
getting their shots at the senior
center, they won’t want to go to
Turners, and if you can get the
shot at work you're going to get it
there.”

“If they don’t want it, we're
not going to force them.” said
selectboard member Andrew
Goodwin.

“If you push to take [the local
site] away from the seniors,” said
Jacquie Boyden. “it will just cre-
ate animosity.”

“There’s a bigger picture
here,” said CERT member Deb
Massey. The state is giving
money for drills and emergency
planning so people can learn to
work together and learn their
roles. We want to do it under an
elective situation like flu clinics,
rather than wait for a true emer-
gency. It’s a way for citizens to go
through the process.”

“I don’t know what the emer-
gency plan is for Erving. That
scares me,” said Brenda Silva,
assistant team leader. “What if a
train derails in town with contam-
inants, or what if we have an ice
storm? No one in town knows
what to do.”

“You can look at Haiti. You
can look at New Orleans.” said
Harry Sharbaugh. “During the
first 72 hours, the local commu-

nity needs to be self supporting,
self sufficient.”

“Look at the example of the
fire at the Usher Plant in Erving
center,” said CERT team leader
Tim Cronin. “Thirty-six towns
responded. Who took care of the
fire departments? Who fed them?
We are looking for people in the
community to be trained — look-
ing for volunteers beyond the
public safety people.”

“We need a second layer. not
just the first responders.” added
Martm-Anzuoni.

The selectboard suggested
talking to folks at the senior cen-
ter. In addition CERT will offer a
training course this coming May.

“It’s not just about flu clinics,”
said Silva. “We want to make
sure everyone knows what to do
in an emergency.”

SHEA from pg 1
and expand their horizons.

Valley Idol winner Abe Oyola
offered two songs during the
course of the afternoon, “It’s So
Hard to Say Goodbye™ by Boys
II Men, and “Just the Way You
Are” by Billy Joel. He gave
admirable performances and has
a very nice range and strong stage
presence. However, a dress shirt,
pants, and shoes would have been
preferable to jeans and work
boots, in terms of maintaining his
stature as an Idol.

Following Oyola in the first
part of the program was comedi-
an Myq (pronounced “Mike™)
Kaplan, fresh from his debut on
The Tonight Show with Conan
O’Brien. Clad in jeans and sneak-
ers (when did we forget to dress
for the theater, folks?), Kaplan
projects, if that’s the right word, a
monotone, deadpan approach to
comedy, akin to Steven Wright.

But we won’t hold that against
him; he is a very funny guy.

“Thank you all for coming
out,” he mumbled. “This theater
really needs it. They don’t even
charge any money to come in
here...”

Kaplan said other comics poke
fun at audience members in the
front rows, but he avoids that
approach since the recession hit:

“Hey, what do you do?”

(Mumbling) “Nothing right
now... I heard it was free. I
thought I'd come to the theater
and forget my troubles.”

“Where do you live?”

“Actually, I'm between homes
right now.”

“Nice Shirt!”

“It’s the only one I own.”

He talked a lot about the dif-
ferences between Jews and
Christians.

“You guys don’t eat pork?
That’s weird. We drink the blood
of our savior.”

And he talked a lot about the
differences between gays and
straights.

“Some people think gays are
the ultimate evil. The same peo-
ple think the devil is the ultimate
evil. But they don’t think the

Myq Kaplan
devil is gay. Why not? He’s homy
and he’s flaming...”

Also, “You know why gay
men don’t come out of the closet
much? “Cause that’s where all the
shoes are.”

And he protested discrimina-
tion against ugly people.

“Ugly people are discriminat-
ed against in our society. Why?
They’re the majority, and not just
by volume.”

He apologized for wrecking
Conan O’Brien’s career, and
apologized for offending the chil-
dren in the audience, and their
parents, and everyone else, and
generally kept the crowd in
stitches until Danjer escorted him
off the stage. (More comedy at
the Shea on Saturday night!)

Next up was Celtic Heels,
who dazzled the audience with a
series of reels and jigs to tradi-
tional and contemporary Irish
music. The age range of the
dancers seemed to be from about
6 to 16, and they clearly were
having a ball. This type of Irish
dance is performed with arms at
the dancers’ sides a fair amount
of the time, and light jumps and
kicks accompany the jaunty
tunes. It gives the effect of a ring
of sprightly spring ponies playing
together and weaving intricate
knots of joy. It’s mind-boggling
to imagine how these youngsters
remember the vast variety of toe
steps, changes. and dances —
there were seven in all — and it
was enchanting how their faces
shone with delight all the while.

At intermission, coffee and
platters of giant chocolate chip
cookies were sorely absent.
upstaged by packaged goods and
bottled drinks. Particularly upset-
ting was that people chose to
bring chip bags into the theater
and crumple and crunch their
way through the second half of
the show. The chip crunchers
obliterated much of the lovely
monologues presented by Arena
Civic Theatre. ACT always
brings an extraordinary touch of
class and professionalism to the

Shea. On Sunday. they brought
four actors individually to the
stage in a single spotlight to tell
their various tales. Local play-
wright and poet Richard Ballon
deftly and achingly wrote
“Enough of a Little,” four stories.

First a tale of love by an Irish
lass portrayed by Su Hoyle. who
spun a yarn of changelings,
faeries, hollow hills drenched in
moonlight, and shadows across
the forest path. In the second,
Josef Wille acerbically reacts to
the stinging cold indifference of
the human heart. The third mono-
logue told of a middle-aged les-
bian, played by Deb Hoyle, who
longs to be understood yet has an
elderly mother who keeps forget-
ting. Finally, the story of a griev-
ing mother, Jean Devereaux
Koster, lamenting the loss of a
son to ATDS. Truly breathtaking
performances were given us, as
the playwright lovingly transport-
ed the audience to places familiar
in the human heart.

ACT returns to the Shea with
To Kill a Mockingbird in April,
and Annie in the fall.

The Country Players wrapped
up the afternoon in musical style
featuring “Happiness” from
You're a Good Man, Charlie
Brown, carried brilliantly by the
warm, welcoming voice of Sue
MacDonald;: “What Do the
Simple Folk Do?” from Camelot,
a charming duet with John
Iverson and Cindy Ewing;
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow™
by Erin Girouard, and the rousing
finale, “Consider Yourself”, from
last summer’s Olfiver!, with three
of the original cast reprising their

roles: the bold Keara MacDonald
as The Artful Dodger, Spencer
Hubert as one of Fagin’s boys,
and the fabulous Emma
Henderson, as Oliver.

Henderson will be featured in
March as Helen Keller in The
Country Players’ The Miracle
Worker — as well as Scout in
ACT’s To Kill a Mockingbird in
April. Henderson is “going
places.” as they say. and every-
one should make room in their
calendars to see these two
upcoming productions and find
out what all the fuss is about. This
diminutive actress is a dynamo,
so be sure you can say “I knew
her when...” by treating yourself
to more live theater this year at
the Shea Theater.

The board of directors at the
Shea, with Suzanne Davis as
chair, is an all-volunteer crew
whose dedication and hard work
shone on Sunday, with freshly
painted interior walls and a stand-
ing room only crowd turning out
to applaud their efforts. Everyone
mmvolved in Sunday’s event
should be congratulated. It was a
great way to spend a wintery
afternoon, and a great cause to be
supported.

The historic Shea Theater is
located at 71 Avenue A in Turners
Falls, and the lineup of shows
coming up this year is vast and
various. For information on
upcoming events and ticket reser-
vations, log on to
wwn.theshea.org, or call the Shea
Theater at (413) 863-2281.

Enjoy the show, every
one!
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ — Q I'm having
some memory lapses and I'm
worried about Alzheimers. What
should I do?

If you’'re having some memo-
ry lapses, go to the doctor with a
positive attitude. The fact is that
many different medical condi-
tions may cause Alzheimer’s-like
symptoms. You could be suffer-
ing from the effects of a high
fever, dehydration, poor nutri-
tion, reactions to medicines, thy-
roid problems, or a minor head
injury.

And then there are those
pesky emotions. Feeling sad,
lonely, worried, or bored can
affect people facing retirement or
coping with the death of a loved
one. Adapting to change can
make you forgetful.

There are benefits to an early
diagnosis of  Alzheimer’s.
Knowing early helps patients and

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Three Questions about: Gout, Glaucoma and Memory Loss

their families plan for the future.
It gives them time to discuss care
while the patient can still partici-
pate in decisions. Early diagnosis
also offers the best chance to
treat the symptoms of the dis-
ease.

Q. I heard that gout is a _form of
arthritis. Is this true?

Osteoarthritis, rheumatoid
arthritis and gout are the three
most common forms of arthritis
among Seniors.

You get osteoarthritis when
cartilage — the cushioning tissue
within the joints — wears down,
producing stiffness and pain.
Rheumatoid arthritis, character-
ized by inflamimation of the joint
lining, occurs when the immune
system turns against the body:.

Stress, alcohol, drugs or an ill-
ness can frigger gout. It’s caused
by a build-up of crystals of uric
acid in a joint. Uric acid is in all
human tissue and in some foods.

Often, gout affects joints in
the lower part of the body such as
the ankles, heels, knees, and
especially the big toes. The dis-
ease is more cominon in men.

Early attacks usually subside
within three to ten days, even
without treatment, and the next

attack may not occur for months
or even years. Most people with
gout are able to control their
symptoms with medication.

Q. Who is most likely to get glau-
coma?

Those at highest risk are
African-Americans, everyone
over age 60, and people with a
family history of glaucoma.

Glaucoma is defined as a
group of diseases that can dam-
age the eye’s optic nerve, which
carries images from the eye to the
brain. Here’s how glaucoma
works:

A clear fluid flows through a
small space at the front of the eye
called the “anterior chamber.” If
you have glaucoma, the fluid
drains too slowly out of the eye,
and pressure builds up. This pres-
sure may damage the optic nerve.

However, increased eye pres-
sure doesn’t necessarily mean
you have glaucoma. It means you
are at risk for glaucoma. A person
has glaucoma only if the optic
nerve is damaged.

The most common treatments
for glaucoma are medication and
surgery. Medications for glauco-
ma may come in eye drops or
pills. For most people with glau-
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that are feasible.,” to improve
education in Franklin County.

Decker said, “Small ideas are
welcome, t0o.”

Anyone wishing to contribute
ideas that could be helpful fo
improving education in Franklin
County may do so at:
Jesce@nenetworks.com.

The caucus also briefly dis-
cussed a possible “hand-off” of
responsibility to the caucus of the

third phase of the Franklin
County Public Education Project
(FCPEP), which had been facili-
tated by GCC president Bob Pura
and Linda Dunlevy, of the
Franklin Regional Council of
Governments, with funding and
participation from local legisla-
tors. The goals of the project were
to find increased efficiencies and
collaborations in order to channel
scarce resources to improving
education in Franklin County.

Nomination papers for
school committee seats are now
available at the Gill-Montague
Regional School Superinten-
dent’s office, 35 Crocker
Avenue, Turners Falls.
Completed nomination papers
are due in the superintendent’s
office by 4:00 p.m. on March
29th. Please note that all papers
must be picked up and returned

Gill-Moniague Regional
School Commiftee Openings

to the superintendent’s office
and not the town clerks’s office.
The Gill and Montague town
elections will be held on May
17th, 2010. There is one 3-year
Gill school committee seat up
for election, and two 3-year
Montague school committee
seats. For more information or
questions please contact Robin
Hamlett at (413) 863-9324.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LEVERETT POLICE LOG
Vehicles In Trouble

Thuesday, 1/28

12:20 p.m. Motor vehi-
cle accident on
Dudleyville Road.
Vehicle slid off the road
over a bank into a tree,
clm:ing sSnowy condi-
tions. WVehicle towed,

damage,

injuries.

nnor no

5:45 pm. Vehicle off
road, with no damage.
Operator cited for unli-
censed operation.

6:25 p-m. Steering sys-
tem failed on a disabled
motor vehicle., towed to
owner's house.

10:00 p.m. Alarms ring-
ing at  Shutesbury
Elementary School, due
to high winds, no sign of
entry.

Sunday, 1/31 Damaged
motor vehicle at logeing
site on Cave Hill Road.
Owner located, accident
the previous rlight from
black ice, skidded off
the road and struck a
tree. Vehicle towed.

“The legislators who worked
with Bob Pura and Linda
Dunlevy to pull together the first
two phases of the project accom-
plished a number of really useful
things,” said DeWitt. “A lot of
their research and findings have
been implemented.”

DeWitt said Dunlevy sent
around a letter last summer to
public officials in the county ask-
ing if they would like the project
to continue to a third phase, and
the FCSCC responded affirma-
tively and said the caucus was
interested in taking leadership in
the project. “We have an agree-
ment in principle to do that.”
DeWitt said. “We are trying to
advocate for school committee
members and their leadership in
the domain of education.

“I was one of the school com-
miftee members who criticized
the project for not including a
broad representation of school
commiftee members to begin
with,” said DeWitt, who noted
the caucus came into being as a
response to the threat of forced
regionalization that was talked
about during the early meetings
of the FCPEP.

“We were spurred into action
by the project, but we quickly
found out we wanted to find and
establish what we stood for,
rather than to simply say we are
against any form of forced
regionalization. It’s a natural pro-

gression.”
NE

coma, regular use of medications
will control the increased fluid
pressure.

Laser surgery is another treat-
ment for glaucoma. The laser is
focused on the part of the anteri-
or chamber where the fluid
leaves the eye. This makes it eas-
ier for fluid to exit the eye. Over
time. the effect of this surgery

may wear off. Patients who have
laser surgery may need to keep
taking glaucoma drugs.

Studies have shown that the
early detection and treatment of
glaucoma is the best way to con-
trol the disease. So. have your
eyes examined thoroughly and
regularly if you are in a high-risk
category. And that includes all of
us geezers.

If you have a question, please
write to fred@healthygeezer.com

Brick Housc Program offers Youth Training
and Workshops for Green Jobs and
Community-Based Businesses

The Brick House is partnering
with Co-op Power to provide
“green jobs™ training to youth in
Montague. This training will
include energy efficiency work
and solar hot water installations
and will make a few area homes a
little greener!

Trainees will not only learn the
mechanics of solar hot water,
plumbing and electrical systems
and how to air seal and insulate
homes, but also the life skills nec-
essary to gain and keep employ-
ment in the growing “green” job
market.

Sign up now by calling the
Brick House at (413) 863-9559 or
emailing jlibby@brickhousecom-
munity.org. The training will take
place on Fridays from 9:00 a m.
to 2:30

sessions about what it takes to
start “green” community-based
businesses and plug into the
“green” economy. All are wel-
come to attend, and we particular-
ly hope to support Montague res-
idents with an interest in “green”
business employment or owner-
ship.

Participants will benefit from
these free sessions regardless of
experience. The workshops will
meet on the second Tuesday of
the month, 6:00 to 9:00 pm.,
February 9th, March 9th, April
13th and May 11th.

For more information on this
program call Prakash Laufer at
the Brick House at (413) 863-
9576 or email plaufer@brick-
housecommunity.org.

pan., start-
i n g
February
19th.

T ks
Brick
House and
Co-o0p
Power will
also facili-
tate four
three-hour

Jonathan Abbeott

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA

In Home Appointments
jabbottesq@verizon.net

$51/ Disability Attorney

If you can’t work, let
me work for you.

BRAND NEW

HUGE

WASHERS!

OPEN 365 DAYS
6 AM. - 10 P.M.

SUZEE'S THIRD STREET

LAUNTIR

TURNERS FALLS ¢
e <42 w2

JUPINNGIL

PETER WATERS

HOUSE PAINTING

Interior
Exterior

078-544-6534 Wepden

\-f'i"\-ﬂﬂh-r’a‘\—/ﬁ\ﬂf-_‘\_m“(ﬂ"\-

“ 5 » 411 Main Road .5k
Gill
413-863-2297

Farm store open daily, 8-7

=

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat,
Potatoes and Winter Squash

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter.

Carol’s Beauty Nook

~75, 29 G Street, Turners Falls "g&
Z Open Tue, Thurs, Fri
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers ¢

Gift Certificates ~ 413-863-2888
Available .

e
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300:h CambatErrgmeer Battalion
repairing the under piling of a bridge
destroyed by enemy fire along the
Carentan — Cherbourg Road in
France — June 30, 1944.

BRAD PETERS & JAN ROSS
ERVING — As we follow the
300th Combat  Engineer
Battalion on their march to VE
Day, 65 vears ago, their role in
the Battie of the Bulge is recalled
by Flovd Wiight, then a 2nd Lt.
with the 51st Engineers.

“When I rejoined the platoon
at the near shore bridge abut-

Battle of the Bulge

orders from the battalion. He was
going there to order bridge mate-
rials so he invited me to follow
him.”

Marche was about a 15-
minute drive in daylight. For the
300th, Lt. Gene Falvey was in a
jeep with his driver, Cpl. Willie
McGowan and radio operator
Roy Sweet in the back seat.

“With Johnston drving and
PFC Jordan in the rear of the
jeep. I set off for Marche. The
300th jeep led the way. some-
times reaching speeds of 50 to 60
mph. I wanted my driver to pass
the 300th jeep because T doubted
the lieutenant knew the location
of the 51st Headquarters. After
two attempts, it was plain that it
was too risky. I fell in behind
him.

“The two jeeps were soon out
of town and into farm country
when a German armored vehicle
approached from around a curve
in the road. It immediately

ment, a lieutenant from the 300th
Engineers claimed he had orders
to relieve my platoon in that area.
I said I would have to receive the

opened fire with machine guns at
a range of about 200 feet. It may
have been part of the 2nd Panzer
Division, which was nine miles

TOWN OF WENDELL PLANNING BOARD

In accordance with the provisions of M.GL. Chapter 40A., Section
11, the Wendell Planning Board will hold a public hearing at 8:00
p.m. on February 15, 2010 at the Town Offices, 9 Morse Village Road
solely to amend the term of the Auto Repair Services Special Permit
granted to Paul and Melissa Newcombe for their facility at 58
Mormon Hollow Road under Articles VI of the Wendell Zoning
Bylaws. The Planning Board seeks to amend the term of the special
permit from an annual (one year period that can be renewed) to the
term of the activity under previously established written permit con-
ditions. A copy of the current permit may be inspected at the Town
Offices during Town Coordinator hours, ordinarily Tuesdays and
Thursdays 8:30 am. to 4:00 p.m., phone (978) 544-3395 or at the
‘Wendell Free Library.

Any person interested or wishing to be heard on the amendment
should appear at the time and place designated.

TOWN OF WENDELL PLANNING BOARD

In accordance with the provisions of M.GL. Chapter 40A, Section
11, the Wendell Planning Board will hold a public hearing at 7:30
p.m. on February 15, 2010 at the Town Offices, 9 Morse Village Road
solely to amend the term of the Auto Repair Services Special Permit
granted to David Arsenaut for Arsenault Towing and Recover
Services at 107 Wendell Depot Road, under Articles VI of the
Wendell Zoning Bylaws. The Planning Board seeks to amend the
term of the special permit from an annual (one year period that can be
renewed) to the term of the activity under previously established writ-
ten permit conditions. A copy of the current permit may be inspected
at the Town Offices during Town Coordinator hours, ordinarily
Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 am. to 4:00 p m., phone (978) 544-
3395 or at the Wendell Free Library.

Any person interested or wishing to be heard on the amendment

should appear at the time and place designated.

northwest of Rochefort that
night. Enemy fire hit the 300th
jeep. and it stopped in the middle
of the road.

“Johnston turned our jeep into
a ditch beside the road. As it hit
the ditch the horn started blow-
ing. T dove into the ditch, while
Johnston and Jordan raced to a
nearby farm building for cover.
The hom on the jeep continued to
blow. The Germans stopped fir-
ing and backed out of sight
around a cwve. Evidently they
thought there were other ele-
ments following and the horn
was a signal.

“With the Germans out of
sight, T got back into my jeep. As
I tuned the steering wheel the
homn stopped blowing. A bullet
had struck the steering wheel
shaft and shorted the horn wires.
My crew went to the 300th jeep
and carried out the wounded lieu-
tenant and his driver. The radio
operator in the back of the jeep
was dead.”

Members of the 300th report a
somewhat different version of the
same event.

McGowan and Falvey, both
wounded, took cover in a ditch
until the German fire ended.
McGowan, even while wounded,
retumed to the 300th jeep to
recover his map case while under
German fire. He was later award-
ed the Bronze Star for this action
in combat.

The “German armored vehi-
cle” was, in fact, an American
Sherman tank which had been
captured by the Germans. Falvey
and McGowan escaped on foot
and were later picked up by a
jeep from another company. They
eventually recovered from their
injuries. Radio operator Roy
Sweet died instantly in the
German attack. His canteen, with
his name on it, was found later by
a Belgium civilian. It would later
be displayed in a small museum
in Luxembowrg. Sweet is buried
at Henri-Chapelle Cemetery in
Belgium.

300th Engineer Randy Hanes
talks about sledding in Belgium.

“Now, about Michelle and
Nicole. The little Belgian village
was built on the side of a pretty
big hill, with the main road going
down to a second-rate highway.
They were riding their sled down
this fairly steep road down to the

Randy Hanes with a young girl, Michele, sledding in Belgium

cross-country road. The mayor of “You can’t tell me what to do.’

the town came out and forbade
them to ride their sled down to
this road.

“He was right, as there were a
lot of our military vehicles going
by. I told Michelle to get on the
sled with me. and we proceeded
to sled down the road. The mayor
was furious! I said to the mayor,

A8

“When we went back up the
hill into town, I told the two girls
we would go across the road, into
a field or meadow. Roger
Bradshaw came with us and we
pulled them around in this field. I
really enjoyed playing like a
civilian.”

Mu‘l'wnl‘lusu

fundraising concert in support of

'{he Brick Huuse Community Resource Center
Co-sponsered by The Montague Reporter
WWW, pOW’E‘ITU
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Thurs Feb. 18th

@ Burrito Rojo, Tu F m *$10-20 |

llIt"}C}'ﬂ.IOJ‘I;BJ,EK‘I'A'\,z’\-u\-u\&

Peter Tork (of th Monl(ees)
" Cliff Eberhardt * Ray Mason

Brooke Brown Saracino
DeAngelo Nieves * Katie Sachs

Pam Veith Real Estate

D SRES - D@ AR G e
75 Main Street

Northfield, MA 01360

= Office:413-438-0207
4 = =3 Ofc. Fax:413-438-0208
gl Barbara A, Edson-Greenwald Home Phone: 413-863-9166
ABR,CRS,ePRO,GRI,SRESCBR  Home Fax:413-863-0218

REALTOR

Ermail bedson 1@comcastet

“My Office is Always Open to You!”

Lic: PL31465-1

' m 413-863-5218

- 413-834-2576

Brian Bowden-Smith

g
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

T ——E
[——=) COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

=4 Shocks * Tires + Batteries + Starters
Struts ¢ Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Oil Change

+ 413-863-2236
FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTIOMN STATION: NO. 11051

) fl‘;:l“l':"u MARK o¢ EXCELLENCE
Renaissance o AWARD WINNER
Builders Cloasing

- Plumbing RSNPS]f CARID
' . _r ' Hem"s d1E8 Froiessiona
Quality, Craftsmanship, Orginal Thought
= DILLON CHEY "INC. Ph 4$13) T73-367
www.renbuild.net % #;E:SEII SAMAINST | LETING g:: :4 I 3; 774- 5?4:
NICIANS P O BOX 729 DILLON@CROCKER .COM
863-8316 § 540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston  1.800-327-9992 GREENFIELD, MA 01301 Toll Free 1-800-698-3678
_ www,countryoil.com 413-648-9912 | #M10588 (MA)




Feburary 4, 2010

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

ARTS & ENTERTAIN

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4th

At the Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Fallfown String Band with
Hilary Graves, 7:30 p.m. no
cover.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5th

NMH World Music Concert, a
night of jazz, acoustic guitar, and
world music at 8 pm. at the
Raymond Goncert Hall in
Northfield Mount Hermon's
Rhodes Art Center. NMH music
department and the NMH World
Music Combo and Percussion
ensemble showcasing the tal-
ents of the world combo mem-
bers. Special guests The John Mason
Acoustic Guitar Trio and the Hampshire
Regional High School Jazz Ensemble.
Admission is free; the NMH Haiti Relief
Fund will be accepting voluntary dona-
tions. Info: Rachael Hanley, (413) 498-
3357.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Samantha Farrell.
Sam’s back in town! You have fo hear
her to believe it! 9to 11 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: High
Country, Low Fi with Jeffrey Foucault
and friends, 9 p.m. $5 cover.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6th

Opening for Local Artist Group Show at
the Gallery at Hallmark, 85 Avenue A, 1
pm.tobpm.

Starbux Studio Rentparty featuring
Joshua Burkett solo, RICEnsemble, new
video works by Cloaca, Half-lifers &
more. Interactive sound by Lindsey
French, with works by Stash White, Paul
Root, Fafnir Adamites, & new studio-
mate Rachel Garceau! Slding scale
admission. Our building is next to Burrito
Rojo, in the alley behind /next to Seth &
Eva's, 6 to 10 p.m.

Irish music trio Spanci! Hill at the Grear Falls Coffeehouse on

Friday, February 12th, 7 p.m.

Kids Movie Night at the Wendell Library
Cinema: Time Bandits. Rated PG, 6:30
p.m. BYO popcorn, free. Eleven-year-
old Kevin’s adventures plung him head-
first into history, myths and legends. As
he travels through an alternate reality,
Kevin meets a number of famous
heroes. This 1981 children’s classicis a
visual extravaganza

IENT

and Charles Brackett, directed
by Mitchell Liesen. Claudette
Colbert broke and stranded in
Paris in a gold lamé evening
gown. Of course. 7 p.m.

Birds of Prey Open House at
the Greenfield Center School.
Nationally known raptor reha-
bilitator Tom Ricardi brings
several magnificent birds of
prey to the school with a pro-
gram at 1 p.m. After the pro-
gram, from 2 to 4 p.m_ bird-
related activities, projects
and explorations for stu-
dents of all ages. www.cen-
ferschool net.

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Deja Brew, Wendell: Joe
Laur on Guitar, 8 to 10 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Talon of the
Blackwater 8 p.m. No
cover.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8th
The Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Slope Poetry. Black
Helicopter Review all-stars
fpm.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10th
Pajama Story Time! at the Wendell Free
Library, 6:30 to 730 p.m. Wear your
PJ's and come listen and participate
with Paul and Jennifer as they read sto-
ries, sing songs and tell tales for chil-
dren of many

that reminds us that
those heroes are not
always all they are
cracked up to be.

Comedy at the Shea,
with  Jimmy Dunn,
Stacey Yannetty, Dan
Gill at The Shea
Theater, Turners Falls.

‘.:‘ii \\‘1, f oy 1

ages. Jennifer
Swender and
Paul Dubois

Jacobs dramatic
story reading is
sure fo engage
and delight all
who attend. Paul
and Jennifer live
in  Shutesbury

Showtime 8 p.m_, doors
open at 7 pm. Tickets
$15 in advance ($16 at
the door). Beer and
wine served in the lobby
before the show.

Benefit for Haiti earthquake
victims/Doctors without Borders at the
Shutesbury Athletic Club: Chanismatic
Megafauna, 2009 winner of the Amherst
High School Battle of the Bands, featur-
ing Wendell-born Teryn Citino, and
multi-dimensional local heroes Bad
Band, 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ghost Quartet.
Jazzy Blues with a taste of fist fight
swing! 9 to 11 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Robot
Unicom: DJs Greg 2000 and Amazing
Love. Free. 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY T7th

Neighbor By Neighbor: Mobilizing an
Invisible Community in Lewiston, Maine.
This inspiring documentary follows low-
income downtown residents as they
organize to defeat an urban renewal
scheme that would displace them, and
in turn develop their own shared vision
for their neighborhood. Discussion w/
filmmaker Craig Saddlemire fo follow.
Refreshments. At The Brick House,
Turners Falls, 1 p.m. screening.

Dead of Winter Film Series at the
Montague Book Mill, Montague Center:
Midnight (1939). Written by Billy Wilder

Sonl and blues musician Dave Keller
at the Route 63 Roadhouse.
Saturday, Feb. 13th, 9:30 p.m.

with their two
young children
and write chil-
dren’s books and
enjoy performing
with children and adults. Free.

Faces and Places Gallery, 26 Bridge St,
Millers Falls. Poetry reading 7 to 9 pm.
Present gallery show includes paintings,
photo’s and other works of art. (413)
423-3203.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11th

Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range, rock
out with Betsy, Mark and Bruce to clas-
sic rock & dance music, 8 to 10 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Jesse
Sheidlower reads from The F-Word, 7
p.m. Then: Peter Siegel, Rose Sinclair,
and Lyon Graully play Texas Roadhouse
8:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12th

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase
Group, acoustic driven originals, 9 fo 11
p.m.

Great Falls Coffechouse, Turners Falls:
Spancil Hill. Spancil Hill has been per-
forming traditional Insh music and origi-
nal funes written by Desmond Burke
since 1980. Brothers Desmond and
Sean Burke along with Naka Ishii sing
and play guitar, mandolin, bouzouki, fid-
dle, banjo and whistle. Naka has studied
fiddle in Ireland with Martin Hayes and
Kevin Burke. Many of the songs the
band performs are about County Mayo

where Desmond and Sean were born.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Coffee & home-
made baked goods will be available.
Donation of $6 to $12, free for children.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: MAD
MEN themed cocktail party. Dress your
early 60s best 7 p.m. Free!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13th
Mid-Month Music Madness Concert
Series at Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Dave Keller, blistering guitar skills
coupled with song crafting has made his
name synonymous with authentic blues
and soul. The current incarnation is a
soul and blues quartet focusing on orig-
inal, heartfelt songs that range from funk
to ballads of a caliber reminiscent of The
Beale Streeters or the Stax titans of the
60's. Most recently, Dave was recruited
by Ronnie Earl, from Roomful of Blues,
to provide songwriting, singing and gui-
tar playing for Ronnie’s new album. That
album has received massive radio and
press consideration nationally.
www.davekeller.com.

Deja Brew, Bill Downes, acoustic classic
rock, 9 to11 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Valentines Day Aphrodisiac Massacre
with spin-the-bottle, sexy toys, and DJ
Tommy TBA. Info. call- 863-2866.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14th

Skate Your Heart Out: Family Skate at
Wendell State Forest, 10 to 3 p.m. Free
event for families and individuals of all
ages. Bring skates, snack, extra bever-
ages, and wear winter clothing in layers.
Warming fire at rink side and compli-
mentary hot chocolate. Sponsored by
the Mass. Department of Conservation
& Recreation. (413) 659-3797.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter
Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, acoustic trio —
warped Americana, 8 to 10 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ben
and Ansel Have a Valentine's/anti-
Valentine's Party (with records and stuff)
9 p.m. Free.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19Th

The Roots of War speaker series contin-
ues. Organized by the WMass Chapter
of the Progressive Democrats, Traprock
Center for Peace and Justice and the
Greenfield Community College Peace
and Justice Studies Program_ 12:30 to 2
p-m., Michael Klare speaks on The
Global  Struggle for Resources,
Stinchfield Lecture Hall, GCC. Free, all
welcome.

ONGOING FRIDAYS

Death Metal Knitting at the Brick House,
Tumers Falls. Every Friday during regu-
lar drop-in hours, 3 to 6 p.m. Start a new
project, or work on an existing one.
Instruction available for all skill levels.
863-9576.

ONGOING

Northfield Mountain frails open. Over 25
miles of trails designed specifically for
cross country skiing and groomed for
both classical and free-style skiing.
These frails offer some of the finest
Nordic skiing in the region. Trails vary
from beginner frails to the demanding
800-foot vertical climb of Tenth Mountain
Trail. Wednesday through Sunday, 9 to
4:30 p.m. Always call ahead first to the
24-hour Snow Phone for conditions:
(800) 859-2960.

§. SUPERBOWL XLIV Kickoff 6:25

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS — Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3 to 6 pm.
THURS — Drop-in, 30 6 pm.
& Movie Night, 6to 8 p.m.

Free (exeept some trips), open to local
teens. Some require permission slips.
Info: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376

GREENAELD

CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main St. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www.gardencinemas . net
Showtimes for
Fri., February 5th to Thurs , Feb. 11th

1. AVATAR in DTS sound PGI13
DAILY 7:15 FRI, SAT, SUN 12 3:30
2. EDGE OF DARKNESS
R in DTS sound DAILY 7:00 9:30
FRI SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00
3. THE LOVELY BONES PGI13
FRI SAT, SUN 12 3 DAILY 7 9:30
4. TOOTH FAIRY PG
DAILY 6:40 9:20
FRI SAT. SUN 12:15 3:15
5.UPIN THE AIR
DAILY 6:40 9:20 R
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
6. DEAR JOHN PGI13
in DTS sound DAILY 6:30 9:30
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30
7. FROM PARIS WITH LOVE R
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 in DTS sound
DAILY 6:30 9:00 No Sun Evening Shows

Beer  Fine Wine
Thurday, 2/4 8 tol0 p.m.
Kellianna Acoustic Rock
Friday, 2/5 9 to 11 p.m.
Samantha Farrell
= Saturday, 2/6 9 to 11 p.m. [
t A Ghost Quartel Jazzy Blues with B
a taste of fist fight swing!
Sunday, 2/7 8 to 10 p.m.
doe Laur on Guiter
978-544-BREW

57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
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THURS: 2/4] 7:30PM | FREE
Falltown String Band w. Hiary Graves
[first Thursdays)

FRL: 2/519PM| $5

High Country, Low-Fi w. Jeffrey Foucault
and Friends

SAT: 2/619:30 PM | FREE
Robot Unicorn: bjs Greg 2000 & Amazing Love

SUN: 2/718 PM | FREE

Talon of the Blackwater

MON: 2/817 PM | FREE
Slope Poetry: Black Helicopter Review
all-stars

GET HIP TOOUR
NEWEST EVENT:
SCRABBLE NIGHT
EVERY 2ND TUES!
EPM - WHENEVER

78 THIRD. TBEET
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COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

AT4AVENUEA
Compassionate and Professional Care (41 3) 367-2475 TURN S FALL{% ;';%SSACHUSEWS
for Your Small Animal Br—= 413-863-3133

| 531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague

EXPANDED HOURS WITH DrR. AMY RUBIN, DVM

hour emergency to
194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls ~ 413-863-0025

service licensed Mech
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BY DAVID BRULE
ERVINGSIDE - On into
February!

The calendar has finally

turned a page and we are rid of
that interminable month of
January.

Mind you, January can be
fine, a month of birthdays.
anniversaries, new hopes and of
course Robbie Burns feasts. but
most of us are glad to see it gone.

Things have seemed to be a
mess out there, what with stories
of the leaking nuclear plant just
up river, the earthquake in Haiti,
the biomass plant proposed to
look over our downtown, explod-
ing toilets, undependable weath-
er, and confused voters who for-
got to elect a Democrat to fill the
seat of the Lion of the Senate.

There’s even been a survey
published that says we
Americans are no longer No.1 in
optimism. The Chinese are more
optimistic about the future than
we are, and from the looks of
things, the survey may be right.
Seems like we can’t be No.1 in
anything these days.

There is solace for sure in
nature, however, and once out-
doors away from the media, there
is some peace of mind to be
found. The days are lengthening
and our part of the Earth is find-
ing its way back to the sun.

On mornings before it rises
above the Valley rim, with tem-
peratures hovering between 0 to
10 degrees, out the door we go
for a jolt of that biting New
England moming air and black
coffee. Porch sitting is still a pas-
time for a few of us; even in win-
ter; it certainly clears out the left-
over cobwebs.

As Isit in an Adirondack chair
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Snow Fallmg on Cedar Waxwings

pulled up in a comer of the porch
near the wood pile, the hungry
creatures arriving to break the
cold night’s fast pay little atten-
tion to me. Waves of juncos pour
onto the work table covered with
seeds, and the feeders were
stocked while the coffee was
brewing.

Looking like little turnips.
gray-blue above and white below,
these slate-colored birds have
filled the vard this year and
unusually so. with their normally
numerous cousins the tree spar-
rows almost totally absent. The
jay clan arrives en mnasse as well,
shoveling down any manner of
nut in the mix they can find.

The jays are brash and blue
and 20 strong. Some people may
not care for this bird, but he’s a
winter favorite of mine and as
good as any flock of geese in
waming everyone of danger.

And danger there is, since the
sharp-shinned hawk has been
raiding almost daily. Predators
have a hard time in this season
too, but the open winter has made
it easier for them to locate and
catch mice and voles, who don’t
have the security of their winter
snow tunnels.

The sharp-shin and its larger
cousin the Cooper’s are accip-
iters, bird hawks, and are very
perfected hunting machines.
capable of navigating through
woodlands and trees with laser-
guided precision. They knife
through the yard, hoping for a
meal of a hapless junco or spar-
row destined to be eliminated
from the gene pool.

One brazen and hungry hawk
stood in the snow at the foot of
the brush pile. waiting for a spar-
row to panic and flee. At other
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Cedar Waxwings — by Louis Agassig Fuertes

times he beats the pile with his
wings, trying to flush out a
morsel on the wing.

When I stepped out to break
the spell. all birds having instinc-
tively frozen in place at the jays’
and chickadees’ alarm call, the
hawk was dismayed at my intru-
sion, and flew up to a nearby tree.
He landed with jaunty pin-point
accuracy on a limb from which
he could resume his surveillance
of the yard, but then gave up and
moved on. With peace and secu-
rity restored, the birds became re-
animated, and it’s back to the
chair on the porch for me.

Shortly after. my sassy sum-
mertime friend the Carolina wren
zipped across the porch and
perched on the tip of my Sorel
boot before heading to the wood-
pile behind me to investigate the
various fascinating crevices
needing her daily attention. Jays
flood the lilac grove again, hop-
ping in the spread of cracked
corn, blue against the patchwork
of snow and brown earth. A cot-
tontail ventures out to join them.

The rabbit’s been missing
from its ecological niche here
along the Millers for about 20
vyears, as it has from many
regions across the state. They
seem to be making a comeback;
we’ll see how welcome they’ll be
in garden season!

Down along the river, black
ducks flock to the cracked com
spread out on the ice, and their
congregation has attracted an
adult bald eagle who swings by
regularly to check out the possi-
bility of duck on the memu. The
massive bird wings upstream
through the vapor rising from the
rushing river, the first rays warm-
ing the air.

It’s been a month of harvest-
ing firewood, the beavers having
laid down and limbed a dozen
trees for me, mostly maple and
American hophornbeam. The
cooperative relationship is hold-
ing up. with them getting what
they need from the bark and
branches while we are building
next year’s woodpile.

Fox tracks crisscross the

shoreline and into the woods and
yard. The tracks of otter bound-
ing and belly-sliding are also
clear after last week’s snow
squall.

This moming, the light snow
fell on a still sleepy flock of cedar
waxwings. From time to time
they spend the night in the thodo-
dendron at the edge of the garden,
as delicate and discreet as the Tao
philosophers engraved in a
Robert Francis poem. They know
their sleek tan and pale yellow
bodies blend in with the drooping
leaves of this shrub. Their crests
and black facial markings resem-
ble the flower buds that will open
scarlet in June. Almost 30 have
crowded into the bush, and as
their breezy call increases, they
lift up and blow away in the
SNOWY IOINIng.

By nightfall, the Full Wolf
Moon will rise over Dry Hill,
helping the hunting foxes with a
night so brilliant you could read
the Montague Reporter by moon-
light, indoors or out. The
Farmer’s Almanac tells us
Candlemas has come, which
brings to mind stories of great-
grandmother Lizzie Smith who,
true to her childhood days in
Scotland, always turned out
stacks of wheaten griddle cakes
for the occasion in this old house.
We’ll do the same to bring in this
new month.

Out from the frozen marsh, the
hormmed owl’s hunting call will
boom, telling us the old nest is
back in use. Soon there will be
eggs and young to feed by early
March. The Almanac announces
that raccoons are mating, and so
there’s your proof that hope
springs eternal, starting with the
raccoons!

COINS from pg 9
Numismatics at  Colonial
Williamsburg in Virginia, pre-
sented a half dozen scenarios of
“The first coins struck in
America,” including wampum.
Just when he firmly established,
“This coin was the first,” he pre-
sented another “first coin” in the
Americas.

Coins circulating in colonial
America were English, Dutch,
Spanish and French to name a
few, because of extensive foreign
trade. The variety of coins result-

ed in a fair amount of confusion
and uncertainty as to a coin’s
value. Adding to the confusion
was the practice of clipping coins
to make change.

Clipping reduced the amount
of precious metal making up the
coin. Coins were also cut in
pieces to make change. Since
early coins had plain edges and
some were rectangular or odd
shaped, all this clipping and cut-
ting made it even more difficult
to ascertain a coin’s true value.
Then. too, genuine coins, often

alloys of gold., silver, copper and
Lord knows what, made counter-
feiting coins an attractive propo-
sition, since a coin needed to be
assayed to determine its intrinsic
value. When paper money began
to be issued. the notes warned,
“Counterfeit equals death!”

From Massachusetts to
Virginia, archaeologists and peo-
ple using metal detectors still find
a variety of old coins originating
in distant parts of the world,
Goldstein said.

After the presentation, only

those who had not been paying
attention left the White Church
unconfused.

In the church crowded with
white heads, the one person who
seemed to have followed the lec-
ture was Rufus Seward, age 7, of
Greenfield. He asked questions
complete with accurate dates,
immediately making clear his
extensive knowledge of coins.

Goldstein was so impressed
by the precocious coin collector,
he’s sending him a comprehen-
sive book about coins and col-

lecting.

In case you wondered,
American money isn’t real
money anymore. A paper dollar
(silver certificate) can no longer
be exchanged for a dollar’s worth
of silver on demand. Our silver
dollars are made of brass, quar-
ters are silver-plated copper, and
copper pennies are made of cop-
per-plated zinc. At the rate of
inflation, most of these coins may

soon be worth about the
D
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same as that little yellow
hole in the snow.

Mary Lou Emond
Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street » PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 » Home: 413-863-4568

EmaiL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY. COM

New and Used Off-Lease Copiers

All Inclusive Maintenance Agreements

We Service Everything We Sell

310 Main Street, Greenfield & 413-774-2345

.= &==BAKER=>
(= Office Supply

OODKAIL | ONTAGUECENTR | o1 0303

RisTORANTE DIPAoLO

Wednesday Wine Specials Clars 85, Bottle 320, Appetizers £10

GREAT ITALIAN FOOD

Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441






