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Selectboard Chair Patricia 
Pruitt will not Run Again VERMONT SAYS NO! 

OETMOLO PHOTO 

TO 20 MORE 
YEARS OF 
VERMONT YANKEE 

Patricia Pruitt 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Three years 
ago, when she decided to mn for 
a second te1m, selectboard chair 
Patricia Piuitt said she would 
not seek a third. 

We're just at the point now 
where that's beginning to hap­
pen." 

Vermont Senate President Pro Tem Peter Shum/in told the chamber, 'We embark todqy on a new energy direction for 
Vermont, if we have the wisdom and courage to Vote 'No~ "on Entet;gy} bid for a 20-Jlear extension of the operating 
license for the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant. Moments later, l?J a vote of 26 • 4, the Vermont Senate did just that. 

This week, Pmitt confiimed 
that decision. "I'm not in the 
mnning for a third te1m." 

She said the reasons for that 
decision are different than she 
thought they would be back in 
2007. 

"Basically, my husband and I 
have to figUl'e out how to get on 
with our lives at this point. 
Economically, it's been a rough 
year, and I think Olli' family 
needs my attention." 

She added, "It was a ve1y 
tough decision. I've been very 
interested in the schools and 
how we can work out a better 
working relationship with them. 

Three years ago, Pmitt made 
a similar comment about school­
town relations in the mn-up to 
her second te1m, when she said, 
"Just because you have a collab­
orative relationship doesn't 
mean you automatically solve 
problems. It takes time." 

Also in 2007, she put the 
redevelopment of the 
Strathmore Mill high on her 
agenda for a second te1m. One 
week after Pmitt made that 
remark, the redevelopment 
prospects for the 244,482-square 
foot, 19th centmy paper mill 
suffered a serious blow when a 
devastating arson fire reduced 
building #10 at the Strathmore 

see PRUITT pg 12 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTPELIER All day 
Wednesday, snow swirled around 
the Doric columns of the Greek 
Revival p01tico and the gold leaf 
dome of the Ve1mont statehouse, 
as opponents of the Ve1mont 
Yankee nuclear power plant 
jammed the halls, filled the small 
gallery in the ornate Senate 
chamber, and lined the walls of 
that room to listen to the historic 
debate unfolding beneath its 
ornate rotunda. National media 
packed the comers of the Senate 
chamber with television cameras, 
and the New York Times filed a 
st01y within minutes of the final 
gavel falling on the 26 - 4 vote to 
deny Ve1mont's lone nuclear 
reactor the 20-year extension on 
its operating license its parent 

corporation, Entergy Louisiana, 
had sought. 

The 38-year-old Vermont 
Yankee reactor in Vernon is 
scheduled to retire in March of 
2012. It has been plagued by a 
series ofleaks and accidents since 
Entergy took ownership of the 
plant from a cons01tium of 
Vermont utilities in 2002. 

Never before had a state voted 
on whether a nuclear power plant 
should continue to operate within 
its borders, and Ve1mont's action 
came just one week after the 
Obama administration an­
nounced plans to commit billions 
in taxpayer· funded loan guaran­
tees to revive the fortunes of the 

core melt accident crippled Three 
Mile Island Unit II in 1979. 

C01t Richardson, a utility ana­
lyst from East Montpelier, said, 
"This is precedent setting. It 
comes at a time when Obama has 
raised the nuclear indushy out of 
the scrap heap and breathed new 
life into it." 

Ginny Callan, of Calais, VT, a 
founding member of the grass­
roots Vermont Yankee 
Decommission Alliance, which 
led marches attended by thou­
sands of h·i-state residents and 
large sit-ins at the gates of 
Vermont Yankee from 1978 -
1982, was also in the Senate 
chamber on Wednesday. She 

domestic nuclear power indushy, said, "I hope this vote serves as a 
which has not seen an order for a wake-up call to the rest of the 
new reactor in America since the see VERMONT pg 14 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Weight Limits to be Reduced on 
Fifth Street Bridge 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - The traffic plan 
for Turners Falls during the upcoming 
renovation of the Gill-Montague bridge, 
which is expected to remain one way into 
TUI'ners dUl'ing the four years of con­
stmction, hit an unexpected snag this 
week. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio told the selectboard on 
Monday he had received a call from the 
Depa1tment of Transpo1tation info1ming 
him that the 5th Street bridge, which 
crosses the power canal by Southworth 
Paper, is about to be posted for 5-axle 
trncks at a maximum capacity of 15 tons. 

Three-axle hucks would be limited to 
13 tons, and two-axles to 12 tons. 
Abbondanzio said regular inspection of 
the bridge resulted in concerns over the 
gusset plates, "related to the Mim1eapolis 
bridge collapse, and new requirements 
resulting from that incident." 

Posting that bridge "raises significant 
issues" for the traffic flow plan, to be dis­
cussed with DoT officials at the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center on Friday, 
Febmary 26th at 2:00 p m. 

Abbondanzio said on Tuesday he had 
been on the phone with Montague's rep­
resentative Steve Kulik and senator Stan 
Rosenberg to hy to deal with this latest 
detour in what had akeady looked to be a 
ve1y challenging foUl' years for traffic in 
and out of the downtown. 

"How will we get big trucks out of 
town," is the issue, Abbondanzio told the 
board. "The only way for them to leave 
will be through Millers Falls or down 
Route 63," to Montague Center, since the 
road through Montague City to 
Cheapside in Greenfield leads to a rail­
road overpass with insufficient clearance 
for tractor h·ailers, or a lengthy side h·ip 
past Poet's Seat. 

see MONTAGUE pg 1 O 

Triumph for Local NMH Student Director: 
The Glass Menagerie 
BY SUDI NIMMS 
MOUNT HERMON - The splendid 
new Rhodes A1ts Center on the 
No1thfield Mount Hermon campus in 
Gill is home to a beautiful new state-of­
the-a1t theater, which recently hosted a 
superb student-directed production of 
Tennessee Williams' classic, The Glass 
Menagerie. 

Last weekend, local NMH senior 
Brady Ward directed a talented and ded­
icated cast of students who gave a per­
formance w01thy of the 1940s master­
piece. Director Ward is the son ofNMH 
science teacher Jay Ward, NMH class of 
1968. 

The Glass Menagerie takes place in 
the rented, furnished apartment of 
Amanda Wingfield and her two grown 
children, Tom and Laura. A semi-autobi­
ographical "memo1y play," it is narrated 
from the downstage area to the audience 
from Tom's point of view, who then 
joins other family members upstage on 

the set to play out the drama. Tom at 
once despises and envies his father for 
abandoning their family. "He was a tele­
phone man who fell in love with long 
distances," Tom tells us. The father is 
also considered a fifth character in the 
show, as his absence is keenly felt by the 
family's struggles and poverty, and his 
p01trait glows in stark relief on the din­
ing room wall. 

Mother Amanda, based on Williams' 
own mother, who is described as "the 
pUl'itanical daughter of an Episcopal rec­
tor," is hying desperately to smvive the 
Great Depression in St. Louis with min­
imal skills - other than southern chaim -
and the help of her children, who are not 
pa1ticipating as Amanda would like. 

Tom longs to get away and join the 
Merchant Marines to escape his deadly 
dull job at the shoe facto1y, but feels 
obligated (mostly by his guilt-hipping 

see TRIUMPH pg 11 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Manx Cookie 

Oreo Delgado 
My name is Oreo Delgado 

and I am a one-year-old male 
Manx mix cat looking for a 
good home. Don't gobble me 
up! I'm not that kind of Oreo! 
However, I am black and white 
and sweet all over! I get along 
with all people, so I'm sure you 
and I will get along great. Do 
you like kids? Me too! My pre­
vious family had a lot of kids, 
and they were so fun to play 
with! I need a nice home where 
I can romp and play and hang 
out. Please come meet me and 
find out if your family is the 
right one for me. I'm sweet just 
like a cookie! Just tiy to resist 
me! For more info1mation on 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or via 
email: info@dpvhs.org. 

on ,•frenue A for Ol'er 10 years 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Ope, Mon-Thurs 10arn-10pm 
Fti &Sat 10am-11pm • SonNoon-7pm 

59 An•nue A• Turnei-s Falls 
863-9900 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

"'oWA 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 
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3lleporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tiiis newspaper shall not be liable 
for en-ors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

ell'or occull'ed. TI1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse advertis­
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or grapliics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Ecological Program Upcoming 

An Ecological Program will 
be offered at the Library's "Free 
University" beginning next 
month. Basic Ecological 
Principles: How They Affect Our 
Lives will be offered as a free 8-
session smvey tutorial in March 
and April at the Libraiy with Dr. 
Paul Godfrey, Professor 
Emeritus of Biology, University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

Among the topics will be The 
Web of Life ("when one looks at 
the world we find everything is 
hitched to eve1ything else," said 
John Muir), Concepts of the 
Ecosystem (what are they?), 
Energy flow in Ecosystems (how 
does it work?), Ecological suc­
cession (changes through time 
and space), Canying Capacity of 
Ecosystems and of the Earth 

(how much is enough?), and 
much more. 

Dr. Godfrey will use simple 
demonsti·ations of principles with 
hands-on activities, presenta­
tions, backgrotmd readings, 
videos, and Power Point presen­
tations. The program will include 
optional field nips on weekends 
to local areas of interest. Please 
sign up at the Wendell Library by 
March 6th. 

People of all levels of experi­
ence are welcome to attend. Once 
we have a list of interested pa1tic­
ipants, the dates and time will be 
dete1mined based on best time 
for the majority. Each session 
will be 90 minutes. 

Call the Wendell Libraiy for 
more details at (978) 544-3559. 

MONTAGUE CENTER LIBRARY NEWS 
Ice Cream Social Well Attended 

Veronica Phaneuf and Mary Melonis of Montague Center 
are Ftiends of the Montague Public Libraries. The Friends sponsored 

a well-attended Ice Cream Social at the Montague Center Library 
on Monday, February 8th. 

NEW SALEM LIBRARY NEWS 
Julie, Julia and French Cooking Events 

The public is invited to join 
us for any of the following free 
events sponsored by the Friends 
of the New Salem Public 
Library: Movie Night for the 
film Julie and Julia on Saturday, 
March 6th, 7:00 pm., 
Community Book Discussion 

for the book Julie and Julia on 
Sunday, March 7th, 3:00 pm., 
French Cooking with Karen 
Powers on Tuesday, March 9th, 
3:00 pm. Please call (978) 544-
6334 to reserve a spot. Also, 
eve1y Tuesday in March is a 
Story Hour, 3:30 p.m. 

Feburary 25, 2010 

Ann Feitelson and Ronna Erickson of Montague were among the win­
ners of the National Quilt Museum's sunflower-themed New Quilts from 
an Old 'Favorite contest, takingfaurth place with their joint creation, pic­
tured above, called Rising and Radiant. It's a straighifonvard pattern 
gone wild 1!J the use of electric green, hot orange, purple and burgundy 
striped fabrics. The quilt is on display along with the otherfinalists at the 
Museum in Paducah, KY through June 15th, and then 1vill travel to var­
ious museums, art galleries and quilt sh01vs through December, 2011. 

Montague Cultural Council Seeks Volunteers 
If you are interested in the competitive application process. 

cultural well-being of your com- Member responsibilities include 
munity, the Montague Cultural an online orientation through the 
Council needs you. We are seek- Massachusetts Cultural Council 
ing volunteer members to help website, helping with council 
create a vision for a1ts, sciences, initiated projects, and attending 
and the humanities for the town meetings to determine grant 
of Montague. Each year the recipients. 
Montague Ctdhlfal Cotmcil Please contact Lisa Enzer at 
receives funding from the state (413) 367-2658 for more infor­
to provide the town of Montague mation about becoming a coun­
with educational programs, per- cil member. 
fo1mances, and exhibits though a 

Books In Action 
Shutesbmy Elementa1y School 
hosts Books In Action, a celebra­
tion of reading, on F11day, March 
5th from 6-8 pm. This unique 
event is the result of a collabora­
tion between the four Union 28 
School Librarians (Shutesbmy, 
Leverett, Swift River and 
Eiving).The evening is filled with 
activities, food and games all 
themed arotmd the state book 
award nominees. Questions or 
more info?, please call Marcia 
Bernard at (413) 259-1212, 
extension 133. 

Anything Goes! 
Pre.sented by 

Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School 

Music and lyrics by Cole Porter 
March 5, 7:00 p.m. 

March 6, 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Tickets and Information: 863-7215 

\,..\VE IN 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - March 1st to 5th EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through Friday at 
Noon. Meal rese1vations must be 
made a day in advance by 11 :00 
a.m. Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Meal site manager is 
Becky Cobb. Cotmcil on Aging 
Director is Roberta Potter. For 
info1mation or to make meal 
reservations, call (413) 863-
9357. The Friday afternoon 
Writing Group is continuing and 
has room for new members. 
Thursday Morning Tai Chi is free 
and open to the public. Feel free 
to call the senior center for infor­
mation on any programs. 

Monday, March 1st 
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 am. Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, March 2nd 
9:00 am. Walking Group, 
10:00 am to noon Brown Bag, 
No Chair Yoga 

12:45 pm. COA Meeting 
1 :00 p m. Canasta 
Wednesday, March 3rd 
10:00 am Senior Aerobics 
10:00 to 1:00 p.m. Blood 
Pressure Clinic 
10: 15 am Brown Bag 
1:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 4th 
8:30 to 10:00 a.m. Foot Clinic 
10:00 am Tai Chi 
1:00 pm. Pitch 
Friday, March 5th 
10:00 am Senior Aerobics 
10:45 am Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
info and rese1va:tions, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3308. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 am., with rese1vations 24 
hours in advance. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop­
ping, or medical necessity. Call 

the center for information on Flu 
Clinic, pneumonia shots and 
Cholesterol/Diabetes Clinic 
planned for the spring. 
Monday, March 1st 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
1200 pm Pitch 
Tuesday, March 2nd 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, March 3rd 
8:45 a.m Line Dancing 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 4th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Fliday, March 5th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village Road. 
Call Kathy Swaim at (978) 544-
2020 for hours and upcoming 
programs. 

The Wendell COAs regular 
monthly Blood Pressure and 
Body Mass Index and Foot Care 
Screening will be held on 
Wednesday, March 3rd, 10:00 to 
11 :00 am. at the Senior Center. 

Call the Center if you need a 
11de. 

www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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~ Massachusetts PCA Directory Signs Up Wendell Earth Day 
~ 5,000 Workers Since September Launch Plans 
3 All local residents and organ-
= A new state website, tion, and other tasks they ai·e not izations promoting environmen-i www.mass.gov/findpca, makes it able to do for themselves. tal stewardship and sustainable 
:E easier for people with disabilities People with disabilities and living, farmers, a1tists, crafts-
~ and elders to recruit and hire elders who do not have access to people, and performers ai·e invit-

local Briefs ~ Personal Cai·eAssistants. a computer are encouraged to ed to pa1ticipate in the 2010 
-, Individuals can search the contact Wendell Earth Day Celebration 

website directo1y for qualified Franklin County Home Care on Sahll'day, April 24th. There 
PCAs by zip code and other crite- ( 413) 773-5555 or (978) 544- will be festivities on the com­
ria, such as access to a cai·, homs 2259, or call toll-free to mons from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
of availability and work experi- Rewarding Work Resources Inc. an aftemoon work party at Fiske 
ence. Current and potential PCAs at (866) 212-9675. Pond. At noon there will be a 
can apply for jobs at no charge. Those needing support at community potluck; and 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - A Benefit Concert 
for the Trask Family will be 
held at the French King Bowling 
Alley in the Banquet Room on 
Friday, Februa1y 26th, starting at 
6 p.m. The Trasks have been liv­
ing in a motel in Greenfield ever 
since sewage backed into their 
Erving home. 

Scheduled to perform are 
Annie Hassett, Ruby's 
Complaint, Curly Fingers 
Dupree, and Afterglow. Tickets 
are available at the door or by 
reservation by calling Bill at 
(413) 423-3120. Admission is $5 
and children under 18 are free. 

Sahll'day, Februa1y 27th, 
between 9 a.m. and noon, stop by 
Tumers Falls High School on 
222 Tmnpike Road for a "Food 
For Thought Farmers 
Market." Available will be Emu 
products, winter vegetables, 
honey, salsa, jam, beef, eggs and 
baked goods. A few vendors will 
even be cooking up samples. 
Vendor fees benefit the 
Gill/Montague Education Fund. 

Are you considering forming 
a new walking group for the 
2010 Meals on Wheels 
Walkathon? A brunch for walk 
team organizers will be held on 
Saturday, Februaiy 27th at 9 a.m. 
at Franklin County Home Care 
Offices, 330 Montague City 
Road, Montague City. The Meals 
on Wheels program is afready 
providing 120,000 home-deliv­
ered meals a year to homebound 
elders and people with disabili­
ties in the 30 towns they se1ve in 
Franklin County and North 
Quabbin. The program is for 
eve1yone who needs it. 

Many elders, just leaving hos­
pitals, receive medically appro­
priate meals until they are back 
on their feet. More than seventy 
volunteer drivers deliver not only 
a hot, healthy meal each day, but 
also provide a well-being check­
in. Current funding does not 
cover the entire cost, and 
Franklin County Home Care, 
which mns the program, antici­
pates doubling the need as "Baby 
Boomers," who are just now 

GreenDeld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Anancial Partner 

beginning to retire, become age 
eligible. FCHCC is attempting to 
build up the Walkathon, with the 
help of many, many friends in the 
wider community and is putting 
out the call for new walking 
groups! Greenfield Savings Bank 
has set aside $10,000 to double 
the contributions of new walkers 
and new sponsors, in a drive to 
help Home Care build up the 
Walkathon. For more informa­
tion or to RSVP call Pam Kelly at 
(413) 773-5555 extension 2226 
or (978) 544-2259. 

The directo1y is a free tool for home, but who do not participate Kellianna will be singing. Please 
the more than 18,000 people with in the MassHealth PCA program, contact Marianne at msun­
disabilities and elders who quali- may use the directory for a small dell65@hotmail.com or at (978) 
fy for the MassHealth PCA pro- fee. Individuals looking for work 544-8981 if you'd like to set up 
gram. The program provides as PCAs may register online or at this event, or for more infor­

Franklin Cotmty Technical 
School will have its Second 
Annual Dodgeball Tournament 
on Friday, Mai·ch 5th. The tour­
nament will start at 6 p.m. in the 
FCTS gymnasium. Teams of 5 
players will face off in double 
elimination games. Admission is 
just one dollai· and registration 
fees are $25 per team. All teams 
wishing to pa1ticipate in this fi.m 
evening must be registered by 
March 3rd, by either e-mail 
(dprasol@fcts.org) or at (413) 
863-9561 extension 233. 
Proceeds benefit the graduating 
class of 2010. 

Come join the Oak Ridge 
Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League for a St. Pahick's Day 
dinner of comed beef & cabbage 
on Saturday, Mai·ch 6th, from 5 
p.m. to 8 p m. at the Bemardston 
Vets/MCL Club, 16 Ha1twell St. 
(across from the old Streeter's 
Store) in Bemardston. Adults: 
$12, Children 7 and tmder: $5. 
All proceeds benefit the many 
charities the MCL suppo1ts. 

fi.mding for them to hire qualified may call the Applicant Call 
individuals to assist them at home Center toll-free at (866) 211-
with daily activities, including WORK. There is no charge for 
bathing, dressing, meal prepara- workers to register. 

Genealogy Gathering 
BY SARA CAMPBELL 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Camegie Libraiy in Tumers Falls 
will host a session for people 
interested in researching their 
family histo1y on Monday, 
March 8th at 6:30 pm. 

Are you Polish? Irish? 
Canadian? Or a Yankee? 
Beginners and experienced 
genealogists are all encouraged 
to join in and share their stories 
and questions. 

This will be an initial organi­
zational session to gauge interest 
in local fainily histo1y and to find 
ways we can work together to 
make information available to 
other researchers. 

The local histo1y collection at 
the library will be explored, as 
well as intemet resources. F 01ms 
and advice on getting staited will 
be provided to beginners. 

Attendees may want to bring a 
wireless laptop to follow along or 
take notes. 

Preregistration is suggested, 
but not required. Send an email 

beringancestors@yahoo.com 
indicating some fainily names 
and locations of interest. These 
notes will be summai'ized to help 
direct the session and see if 
reseai·chers have common inter­
ests. 

The project organizers hope to 
identify opportunities to collect 
more data and make it available 
to descendants far and wide. 

Topics for subsequent ses­
sions may include using historic 
maps and deed reseai·ch to find 
ancestors. Resources fotmd at the 
UMass Library in Amherst, 
National Archives seai·ches, eth­
nic topics and others as may be 
used by the pa1ticipants. 

Send items for local briefs to "rese1vation" to remem-
reporter-local@montaguema.net Psychic Fair 

Eetgrle Error 
In last week's Eagle Watch col­

umn, we inaccurately stated that 
eagle eggs in the Barton Cove 
nest had hatched at the begiiming 
of March in yeai·s past. We meant 
to say eggs were laid in past years 
by the first week of Mai·ch. The 
chicks come about a month later, 
if all goes well. Let's hope they 
do! 

The National Spiritual Alliance 
will sponsor a psychic fair 
Saturday, Febmaiy 27th from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Thompson 
Temple across from the post 
office in Lake Pleasant. 
Divination methods include 
astrology, hand reading, vibration 
connection, and tarot cards. 
Consultation is with a medium of 
choice. Reiki and spirihial healing 
se1vices will also be available. 

mation. 

Erastus Field and Me 
LEVERETT - On March 7th at 
3:00 pm., the aitist Louise Minks 
will present a talk on portrait 
painting at the Leverett Field 
Museum. The first part of the pro­
gram focuses on Erastus Salisbwy 
Field's tools, training, approach 
and philosophy of po1traiture and 
the changes brought about by the 
introduction of photography. 

Minks will also discuss the 
tools, training, approach and phi­
losophy of po1traihrre in her own 
work. A selection of slides of her 
portraits - many ai·e of Leverett 
citizens - will accompany 
Minks's talk. Don't Iniss this 
opportunity to leain more about 
two Leverett painters: one from 
the 19th centllly, and one cmTent­
ly working in ow· Inidst. 

Geri Johnson :• LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
~B,CRS,GRI 

Geri Jonnson & \ssonares 
REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

CONVERTED TO DVD, 
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

BestlocalBank.com @ 

= (413) 863-9736 

s 
G:r 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 
Reach All locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

Snow Removal, Ice Dam Removal, 
Roof Raking, Lawn Maintenance 

and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecok 
413-512-1553 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF Fax (413) 863-9739 ·-­Ol'•Otr1;1fJfo' 

Fresh Meats 
Deli 
Grocery 
Produce 

I COUNTRY CORNER STORE I 
44 Church Street 

Bernardston 
phone: 413-648-9340 

Email: countrycornerstore@verizon.net 

open seven days, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Beer & Wine ... and much more! 

.ADIATOR • = 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Gi 

863-4049 1-800-439-40 
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CuT AND RuN 
BY JOE GRAVELINE 
NORTHFIELD - Early last 
swnmer, I had the opportunity to 
see a biomass hruvest in progress 
at my friend's land in Shelburne 
Falls. As my tmck climbed the 
drive up to the wood lot I could 
heru· the sotmd of heavy equip­
ment competing with the high­
pitched whine of chain saws and 
the intermittent roru· of a giant 
chipper that sotmded like it was 
fighting a battle with the 
strongest trees in the forest. 

When the crew broke for 
ltmch, all went quiet. The hillside 
was covered with scru·s in the 
ea1th from the skidding activities, 
and the vegetation was bent and 
broken. Light spilled into the 
newly created cleating in the for­
est, reaching the soft under grass­
es that had not seen direct stm­
light for a lifetime. Trees of all 
sizes were lying on the hill, some 
in neat piles, some crossed over 
the tops of others. Pru·ked on the 
edges of the yet-unfmished cut 
were two large skidders, hot to 
the touch and equipped with 
cables and chains ready to drag 
the less accessible trees down the 
slope to the processing prut of the 
operation. A tractor trailer rig 
backed up to the chipper was 
about three-qllfilters foll of chip­
ping material, that only a few 
hours eru·lier had been standing 
trees and brush processing out 
oxygen and moishrre through 
leaves and needles moving in the 
breeze of that fine summer day. 

This load was headed to the 
Westminster biomass power 
plant, the second tractor trailer 
load from the lot that day. "Is 
there any money in this s01t of 
operation?" I asked. 

My friend explained the oper­
ator was not in a position to pay 
much for cutting on his land 
because the state set a low ton­
nage rate for the chipping materi­
al, and a tractor trailer foll of 
chips would only bring a few 
hundred dollru·s for the load. Up 
to this point in the season, it was 
costing the operator more to cut, 
process and deliver the chips than 
he could make by selling them. 

John told me the logging oper­
ater was upset at how far behind 
he and the other loggers in the 
area were in delive1ing their con­
tract quota, due to the bad winter 
and the fact that the cutters 
couldn't get into the woods to 

bring out the product in a timely 
manner as anticipated. 

The logging operator's lru·ge 
investment was apparent. The 
feller-btmcher alone can cost up 
to $300,000, the skidders sell 
used for $30,000 to $80,000 and 
up. The chippers cost tens of 
thousands more, and miscella­
neous equipment like the work 
tmcks can run $30,000 each. As a 
businessman, I can tmderstand 
the :frustration and need for a 
hard push just to tty to meet the 
mortgage payments on this 
amotmt of equipment. 

On the way home, I tried to 
reconcile the Green Energy 
manti·a the biomass proponents 
keep talking about in reference to 
Pioneer Renewable Energy's 
proposed 47 MW biomass plant 
in Greenfield. On the hillside in 
Shelburne that day, I obse1ved 
two skidders, four chain saws, 
one feller-buncher, one large 
chipper, a couple of pickup tmcks 
and a ti·actor trailer rig, all con­
suming oil to hruvest, process 
and deliver a product that is sup­
posed to bum green in a biomass 
plant. 

The proponents claim a 50-
mile radius is needed to harvest a 
sustainable supply of biomass 
materials for the Greenfield plant 
alone. The Westminster, MA and 
Po1tsmouth, NH biomass plants 
are already tlying to sustain their 
operations using hruvests taken 
from the Shelburne and Wendell 
forests now. 

The theory, numbers, and sac­
rifices just don't make sense to 
this old Yankee. The concept that 
there is an endless supply of bio­
mass material to be hruvested 
year-rotmd here in Western Mass 
in my judgment is an empty 
claim. We can't get into the forest 
for as much as four months or 
more a yeru·, yet the power plants 
that burn the biomass will 
demand an tmintenupted supply 
of trees all year long. 

I will breathe easier when the 
false claim that biomass is a 
green solution to making elec­
t11city, and that it will offer us 
freedom from dependence on 
foreign oil, is revealed to be noth­
ing more than a bad idea we ru·e 
intelligent enough to reject. As I 
returned home from Shelbume 
that day, my solar panels were 
producing over 4,000 watts of 
quiet, clean energy. Rah! 
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LETTERS Toh. THE EDITOR t/1 
A Few Misconceptions in 'Fame' Review 

We would like to thank Sudi 
Nimms for her detailed and 
heartfelt review of Ja'Duke's 
Fame, the musical, this past 
weekend. While it was for the 
most part a very reliable 
account of our presentation, 
there are a couple of miscon­
ceptions we'd like to clear up 
for your readership. 

First of all, your reporter 
was correct in presuming that 
Kimberly (Waynelovich) 
Williams was responsible for 
the show's choreography, and 
the lavish praise for her skills 
and that of her students is 
greatly appreciated. She clearly 
has an tmderstanding of dance 
and all of the principles 
involved in making dance pro­
ductions successfol. 

Because the cast of this 
musical consisted primarily of 
students from our studio, 
Ja'Duke Center for the 

Performing Arts, we would like 
to correct two inaccuracies 
included in the text of the 
review. 

In the actual show perform­
ances, the phrase "rich b_" 
was replaced with "rich witch," 
and Jose's solo became "Can't 
Keep It Cool," in deference to 
the child-oriented and family­
based philosophies embraced 
by our sh1dio. 

We appreciate her reporter's 
obse1vation that some of the 
actors appeared somewhat 
yotmg for their roles. We were 
pleased to be able to fill all of 
the sh1dent roles in Fame with 
our own sh1dio students, in 
keeping with our philosophy of 
education that endeavors to 
provide our sh1dents of the arts 
with as many performance 
opporhmities as possible. 
Although the cast was youth­
fol, all of the roles were played 

by jtmior high and high school 
students, the age group about 
which the show was written. 

Lastly, we agree with your 
reviewer that the "missing" 
songs she mentioned in the 
review were notable. 
Unfortunately, those songs 
were from the movie Fame but 
not pa1t of the original Fame 
musical content, as is often the 
case when a musical is made 
into a movie. 

Thank you for the opporh1-
nity to clarify these points. We 
appreciate the Montague 
Reporter's interest in review­
ing local ente1tainment offer­
ings, and particularly your 
reviewer's time and efforts in 
attending a performance and 
creating a very engaging 
review. 

Charlotte Waynelovich, 
on behalf of JCPA 

Turners Falls 

Volunteers Duty Bound to Stay Behind 
During an Accident at the Vernon Nuke 

I'd like to add another view 
on the Vermont Yankee safety 
question. As a vohmteer fire­
fighter for over 20 years, I am 
duty-bound to protect the pub­
lic to the best of my ability in 
an emergency sihiation. If 
there were cause for an evacu­
ation of my town and neighbor­
ing towns because of an acci-

dent at Vermont Yankee in 
Vernon, I along with other 
members of my fire department 
(and other emergency se1vices 
vohmteers) would be the ones 
to stay behind, to coordinate 
and execute an evacuation of 
all town residents. 

Evacuation is a ve1y time­
consuming process in a mral 
town. Most of the towns in 
Vermont Yankee's evacuation 
zone are rural. Door to door 
contact is needed in many 
cases. We learned that very 

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 
fflontague l\.eporter 
S8 4th St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

clearly during the aftermath of 
the ice storm of December 
2008. 

To my knowledge, a foll 
scale, all-town coordinated 
evacuation of Vermont 
Yankee's evacuation zone has 
never been tested. This evacua­
tion would involve emergency 
personnel from three states. 
Forhmately, we have not yet 
had to evacuate all the people 
in this zone in an emergency 
simation that could arise from 
a nuclear accident. I pray we 
never have to. 

Vermont Yankee's operating 
license is set to expire in 2012. 
The plant in Vernon has lived 
out its predetermined life span. 
Let's put it to rest. I'd rather be 
making plans for the firefight­
ers' annual chicken barbecue. 

- Alan Surprenant 
Ashfield 
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CiUEST EDITORIALS This involves nothing 
less than predicting 
who, at the end of the 
day, will b~ !~ft :;tuad­
ing. It's a gamble. 
Nobody likes a loser, 
especially the winner. 

If I Were A Taliban 
If I were an earnest and 

thoughtful young man living in 
the tribal regions of Afghanistan 
or Pakistan, I suspect I'd weigh 
my options and make a beeline 
for the Taliban. 

I might think twice about the 
rigors of Shiria law, the dehu­
manization of women, and the 
dynamiting of sacred Buddhist 
shrines. In the end, however, my 
decision to Talibanize myself 
would have little or nothing to 
do with ideology or religion. It 
would come down to three prac­
tical considerations. 

First, there is the devil-I­
don't-know, or "The Great 
Satan," equation. Do I go with 
the guys in the kafiyas, with the 
Kalashnikovs and the odd and 
wonderful Pawkul hats... the 
guys who are always smiling 
into their long beards, even as 
they commit odd and wretched 
atrocities? The Mujahideen, 
after all, are nothing if not color­
ful, and talk about creds! Cruel, 
but deep. Just ask the CIA. 

On the other hand, I could 

stick with the Americans in their 
regulation camo and Kevlar, 
with helmets and goggles that 
make them look like so many 
ants - awkward, uncomfo1table 
and anonymous, forever aiming 
poorly, shouting, and calling in 
drones. If they aren't actually 
working for The Great Satan, 
they totally play the part. 

In short, do I go with the 
guys whose cmelty is native, ~ 
familiar and precise, or with the ~ 
invaders whose cruelty is mech- 3 
anized, exotic and inept? Check. ; 

11mnnsn '09 

The Taliban forbids 
gambling, which is just 
as well since betting on 
one people over another 
is ghoulish and hea1t­
breaking, especially 
when so many dear and 
noble lives are at stake. 
Simply put, however -
and just for the sake of 
argument The 
Clincher goes some­
thing like this: 

Nobody, but nobody, 
ever went broke betting 
against the United States 
in a struggle like this. 

Next there is the "Better- j 
Safe-Than" argument. How do I 2 

best protect my butt? It would ~ 
quickly become clear to me that t! 
it is far less dangerous to plant a ~ 
roadside bomb and to disappear 
into the populace than it is to 
drive down that selfsame incen­
dia1y road in a Humvee flashing 
what might as well be a sign that 
reads "Shoot Me, Please." 

What should 1ve do? Come sir, to drmv t01vard an end 1vith you. 
This is what I would 

realize as I headed off 
into the mountains, 

toward Pakistan, to join my 
Mujahideen brothers. Going 
sho1t on America right now is 
about as close to a lock as you 
are going to find. A Taliban, of course, can fade 

into a landscape that is forever 
willing to absorb him, wrap 
himself in the rocks and sky. An 

American, when there is a lull in 
the killing, is forever consigned 
to a firebase, a purgato1y with 
nothing but sandbags on the 
horizon. Check. 

If I really thought about it, 
perhaps I could get past The 
Great Satan and Better-Safe-

Than arguments. I might even 
be persuaded to sign onto the 
slogging Western campaign to 
wrestle a just and stable democ­
racy from this mess. I might, 
that is, if it were not for the third 
and most impo1tant of the three 
considerations - The Clincher. 

Check. 
- Wesley Blixt 

Greenfield 

Readers w / out Broadband Unite! Atomic Water Has a Long Shelf Life 
The Massachusetts 

Broadband Instih1te (MBI) is 
applying for federal funding in 
round two, after having been 
rejected in round one. MBI says a 
major reason for the rejection 
was the bland character of the 
suppo1t letters they submitted. 
Apparently, most letters said 
broadband is a 'good idea,' but 
provided little or no evidence of 
actual need and demand by 
Western Mass residents. 

The time is now (postmark 
deadline is March 5th) to submit 
strong letters for the renewed 
application, stating in detail the 
writer's need for broadband 
access to the internet. The round 
two applic.ation must be suppo1t­
ed by evidence of strong demand. 

MBI has asked WestenlMA 
Connect to coordinate the letter 
process. While the letters should 
be addressed to Lany Strickling, 
Assistant Secretary and 
Administrator, U.S. Depaitment 
of Commerce, they should be 
sent to Sharon Feny, WesternMA 
Connect, 75 South Church St., 
Pittsfield 01201. People may 

email scanned letters ( or letters 
with an electronic signahlre) to 
sharon@westemmaconnect.org 
as well. 

Here~ a quick template for the 
letters: 

Strut by saying, "As a resident 
of the Town of [inse1t town 
name], I am writing in support of 
the Massachusetts Broadband 
Instih1te's application to the 
Comprehensive Community 
Infrastructure Grant Program." 
Then tell your story - insert a 
strong, compelling description of 
the negative impacts the lack of 
broadband access has had on 
you, your family, your work or 
business, and how you will use 
broadband access once it is avail­
able. It is helpful to include spe­
cific examples. For businesses, 
highlighting examples about the 
potential for furore business 
opportunity, job creation, or eco­
nomic development may be par­
ticularly persuasive. 

- Pet.er d'Errico 
Leverett 

BY JOSHUADOSTIS over 15,000 copies were distrib-
NEW SALEM - In 1981, I creat- uted throughout New England. 
ed a comical coloring book My attention was focused on 
designed to help the public real- water because back in those days 
ize the unavoidable hazard I ran a waffle stand on Federal 
nuclear energy presents to the Street in Greenfield, and eve1y 
world. morning for almost three weeks, 

"Doc Schnuke'sAtomic Water two gentlemen would come into 
Sto1y" clearly expressed the my restaurant and fill up their 
"Leaky Pipe Syndrome," and water bottles with fresh spring 

Franklin County Poets Wanted 
The Friends of the Greenfield 

Public Libra1y is pleased to 
announce the 19th Annual 
Poet's Seat Poetiy Contest. The 
contest is open to all Franklin 
County residents. Awards will 
be given in three categories: 
first, second, and third place in 
the adult division and the four 
top poems in the youth division­
-age 12-18 (divided into 12-14 
and 15-18 for judging). 

Entries should be typed or 
clearly printed in black ink, with 
the name, address, phone num­
ber, and e-mail (if applicable) on 
the reverse side of the poems; no 
identifying information on the 
front. Also on the reverse, young 

poets write their age in the lower 
right hand comer, circled. 
Entries must be received by 
March 8, 2010 (postmark) If you 
do not have an e-mail address, 
enclose a SASE if you would 
like notification of the receipt of 
your entiy .. 

An awards ceremony and 
poetry reading will take place on 
April 29th at 7 p.m in the Capen 
Room at the Stoneleigh 
Burnham School in honor of 
National Poetiy Month 

Poems should be mailed to 
Poet's Seat Poeti·y Contest, 
Greenfield Public Library, 402 
Main Street, Gre.enfield MA 
01301. 

water I was providing for my cus­
tomers. They never ordered waf­
fles, but would give me a couple 
of bucks for the water. 

One day I asked them about it, 
and they told me they were NRC 
inspectors going up to Yankee 
Atomic in Rowe, and they never 
drank the water at a nuke plant. 

This inspired me to create the 
"Atomic Water" label, now a col­
lectible, and the comic. 

Now, 30 years later, the tiuth 
comes out. Atomic water is here! 

.,,. 
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Jonathan Abbott 
SS/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
fo Home Appoi11tme11ts 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

Abo.ft Pace 
Computer Solutions 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair fil Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

Cogito ergo periculosus sum, 

www.fourwindsschool.info 863-8055 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monuments 1Yff'lS-1!:lf!!L r: 
Plf ~-Jo ~,i eop e o ten come lo see us in,- -5=; 
becouse their parents ~) We engra_ ve (~ 
ond their grandparents did. 'f ~ 
We're proud to hove j memones 
that kind of loyalty, that last forever 

ond we work hard lo keep it. r■:':'::~"""""----...J 
• Goryond Nancy Melen MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 

10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 
The perfect remembrance· 

The~ill TaveRn 
Come FOR a dRink, sTay FOR a meal 

Tiu.: Ta,crn scncs fare made li·o111 rrcsh ingTcdic11L, 
(mo:,Lly lot·~Jly produced) in m1 alnlo:;ph4..:'1'C Lhat fosH.•rs 

rric11clship. comnnmi1y, ;u1cl respect for our em1ronrncn1. 
Full har ❖ Great wine li,1 ❖ Tlie People ·s Pint hccr on tap! 

Open \Vccl-Sun ;11 !i pm 
"""'.1l1egill1avern.com 

321i Main Rd, Gill, 1\1.\ 
"B' I I 3.!\(i3.<J00/i 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD the district or attend cha1ter 
schools, which cause a net loss to 
the town. Wickman said the main 
reason students are choosing 
schools outside the dist11ct, par­
ticularly sixth graders attending 
Great Falls Middle School in 
Tumers, is because of their spo1ts 
programs. Thus, cutting pro­
grams that make local schools 
attractive, such as spo1ts, a1t or 
music, can have an adverse side 
effect of increasing school choice 
students leaving the dist11ct, tak­
ing state aid with them 

moves here we can't afford to 
send their kids to school. Maybe 
we should change the signs that 
read 'Eiving - a nice place to live' 
to 'Eiving - a nice place to visit." 

School Committee Proposes $264,755 
Increase in Secondary Education 

The school committee 
BILL FRANKLIN - The 
Erving selectboard met with the 
school committee and the finance 
committee Monday night to go 
over the FY ' 11 school budget. 
The selectboard had asked the 
school committee- along with all 
other town departments - to bring 
in a level-funded budget 

Aside from a 2% cost ofliving 
allowance for town employees, 
all the other departments brought 
back budget requests in line with 
the selectboard's level fonding 
request. 

The school budget was the 
exception, coming back with an 
overall budget increase of 
$250,799 over last year's figure 
of $2,943,558. 

The Erving school budget is 
divided into two sections, for ele­
mentaiy and secondaiy educa­
tion. Next year's elementa1y 
school budget is down slightly 
from the cunent year's, but the 
secondary school budget is up by 
$264,755, bringing the total for 
school operations to $3,194,357. 

"We ain't got two hundred 
thousand to give you," said 
selectboard chair Andy Tessier. 

Noting that all the other 
departments had come back with 
level budgets, Tessier added, 
"Year after year the school budg­
et has come in over ... We need 
mbbish removal; we need police; 
we need other things." 

"I don't think it's fair," said 
assistant assessor Jacquie 
Boyden, "that eve1yone else 
should make cuts ... Some of the 

nice things that Eiving has 
always been able to afford, 
maybe we can't afford them any 
more." 

Boyden went on to challenge 
some of the line items in the 
school budget. "What about the 
late bus? No one else has one. 
You could cut ten thousand 
there." 

Beth Lux, from the school 
committee, responded, "What 
you're saying you have is less 
than what we're saying we need." 

Union 28 superintendent of 
schools Joan Wickman argued 
that the committee has ve1y little 
control over the secondary school 
budget. "We have a ve1y fluid sit­
uation of students that come into 
Eiving. It becomes a challenge to 
budget accordingly." Wickman 
said the school committee is only 
keeping $50,000 in the budget for 
contingency, "in case someone 
moves into town," in paiticular if 
the student has special education­
al needs. 

"Eve1y other school district 
has reduced its budget," said 
finance committee member Stan 
Gradowski. "Why not conta.ct 
other districts to find out what 
they did to streainline costs? 
Let's find out what works, and 
what doesn't." 

There seems to be a "stmctur­
al problem" in the way we are 
financing education in 
Massachusetts, said Charlie 
Paulin, Union 28 business man­
ager. "Eve1y time a few students 
come and go, the costs change 

Sign Up for Free and Reduced 
School Lunch for Students 

GILL-MONTAGUE - In these 
extremely tiying economic times, 
families are often hardest hit 
when a pai·ent loses their job or 
faces a reduction in hours. 

If a fainily has had a reduction 
in income, they may re-apply at 
any time during the school year 
for free and reduced price meals. 
Free and reduced priced lunch 
and breakfast is a way for fami­
lies to offset the loss of income 
and ensure their school-aged chil­
dren will receive healthy, nutri­
tious meals. 

If you have experienced a lay-

off or reduction in income for any 
reason, and you have children 
that attend the Gill-Montague 
Regional School Dist11ct, please 
complete a free and reduced p11ce 
meals application. You can pick 
up an application at your child's 
school or by calling the food serv­
ice office at (413)863-7315. All 
info1mation is confidential. 

For more info1mation, please 
contact: Jim Loynd, food se1vice 
manager, Gill-Montague 
Regional School Dist11ct, (413) 
863-7315 or via email at: 
jloynd@gmrsd.org. 
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Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

drastically." 
Even small changes in student 

population or student needs can 
set the entire budgeting proce­
dure on its head, causing lai·ge 
fluctuations in costs from one 
year to the next. 

"The day before school 
starts," commented town admin­
isti·ator Tom Sharp, "a family 
could move in with twelve chil­
dren or a special needs student. 
This could raise our costs by a 
hundred thousand and wreak 
havoc with the rest of the budg­
et." 

In addition there is the prob­
lem of students who choice out of 

"My husband teaches at a 
neai·by school," said school com­
mittee member Melanie Bumett, 
"They have no music program. 
We are tlying to prese1ve what 
people come here for." 

Dan Hammock, of the finance 
committee, sotmded an ironic 
note when he said, "If eve1ybody 

planned to meet on Tuesday to go 
over the budget again. 

Tessier said, "We have to 
b110g a balanced budget to the 
town meeting." 

In other matters Tom Sharp 
announced some "excellent 
news." The town received an 
$81,000 Depaitment of Energy 
Resources grant to replace win­
dows in the Erving town hall with 
more the1mally efficient win­
dows, to save energy. 

"This time next year," said 
Shai-p, "we'll all be a little cozier. 
We'll have to jump through some 
hoops, but we have the grant." 

Montague Democrats W"ill Caucus April 8th 
Montague Democrats will hold their caucus to select candidates for town office elections on Thursday, 

Ap1u 8th, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the second floor meeting room of the town offices, 1 Avenue A, 
Tumers Falls. Successful candidates will receive the party nomination to appear on the May 17th town 
election ballot. Voting is by paper ballot. 

Only registered Democrats may run in this, what amounts to a primary election for local offices. 
Democrats who wish to nm in the caucus must deliver their intention in wi'iting to Democratic town com­
mittee chair, Jay DiPucchio, by 5:00 p.m, F11day, Ap1u 2nd. Notice may be by mail, email or in hand. 
Verbal declaration cannot be documented and is not acceptable. 

Individuals choosing to nm without seeking Democratic party nomination should check rules with the 
town clerk. Occasionally, candidates for the caucus nomination also gather signatures for nomination 
through the town clerk process so they can still appear on the May ballot if they are defeated at the cau­
cus. 

By the Democratic town committee's vote following the 2003 caucus, registered tm-enrolled voters 
also may vote in the Democratic caucus. No absentee balloting is allowed. Below are listed te1m expira­
tions. 

OFFICE ERM ARTY 
Selectman 3 em. 

Town Clerk 3 em. 

Treas/Tax Collector 3 em. 

Assessor 3 em. 

Bd Of Health Member 3 em. 

Libnuy Tmstee (3) 3 em. 

3 em. 

3 

Park & Rec. Comm. 3 

Soldier Memorial: 

Tmstees (1): Veteran 3 

Non-Vet. 3 ot Applicable 2010 

Montague: 

Housing Authority 5 em. 

Tree Warden 3 nemolled 

The second floor meeting room of the town office is wheelchair accessible by elevator enti·ance at the 
reai· of the building, or by the front door 

Send letters of intent to: Jay DiPucchio, Democratic town committee chair, 35 Centi·al Sti·eet, Tumers 
Falls, MA 01376. For more info1mation: 863-8656 home, or by email: here.now@verizon.net 

Doug Sena 
Fine Custom Carpentry and 

Contracting 

Locally owned since 1941 

l!,etel,,,tt-et-, () 88,,, I ()()e'- A_,_,,~e..,tt-•'I 
1910 - 2010 

() 81,e ee-e88,,,,,, tJ-e '9 ,.,e,, (413) 367-2606 lll Lie. 1110 i3 Full service market 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

M. T. L. C.r!!J' 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Residential & Commmial - Fu/Iv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367..0230 Cell:522-2563 

visit: dougsena.com 

Kerr9 Alisa Young LMT 

Sound Health 
f)od_yworks 

Massage Therapist 
Sound Therapist 

f)irth Doula 

413-658-5782 
kayoungsoundhealing@ 

wildblue.net 

Fresh Fish from the Boston market 
70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413·773-1105 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• Sp~~;~;.~!!~ I!~~' 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SElECTBOARD 

Police Department 
Presents a Budget 

Concerns Raised on Green Community Act Criteria 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
Laurie DiDonato and Ma1y 
Thomas of the town energy task 
force came to the selectboard on 
February 17th with concerns 
about how Wendell might be 
affected if the town decides to 
pursue designation as a Green 
Commtmity under the state of 
Massachusetts Green 
Commtmities Initiative. 

Under the guidelines set forth 
in the state initiative, towns that 
qualify as Green Communities 
must meet five criteria in order 
to be able to apply for grants for 
energy efficiency improvements 
and renewable energy projects 
from an annual state fund of $10 
million. 

Among the criteria DiDonato 
and Thomas expressed concerns 
about is a requirement that 
towns must designate areas 
where renewable energy 
research and development, or 
the manufacture of renewable 
energy components, be allowed 
by right. A related criterion 
requires expedited permitting 
for renewable energy research 
and development or manufac­
turing in town. 

Didonato asked if the Energy 
Task Force could consult with 
town counsel before the town 
decides on whether to seek 
Green Community stah1s, 
because neither the task force 
nor the planning board is com­
fortable with sweeping changes 
to zoning bylaws. She said task 
force members do not feel confi­
dent they understand all the 
ramifications of changing town 
bylaws to meet the state criteria 
for inclusion in the initiative. 
She said such a change to the 
bylaws might open Wendell up 
to unwanted development. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard hesitated to authorize the 
energy task force to use town 
counsel due to the expense. 
Heard suggested the task force 
first consult with the Franklin 
Regional Council of 
Governments. Board member 
Dan Keller suggested the task 
force also talk more with the 
planning board. 

DiDonato also expressed 
concern about another of the 
five criteria required for a town 
to be designated as a Green 

Community, namely that it 
adopt the so-called energy 
stretch code, a vohmtary adden­
dum to the state building code 
which requires a town to impose 
tighter controls on buildings' 
energy use. The stretch building 
code would lead to increases in 
the cost of new constmction, but 
proponents of the stretch code 
say those increased up-front 
costs produce cost savings in 
utility bills, and environmental 
benefits as well. DiDonato said 
the ramifications of the stretch 
building code are as yet poorly 
tmderstood. 
In other news: 

The town has $6,569.67 
remaining in grant money from 
the Greener Watts program, 
which the town accmed by a 
number of citizens agreeing to a 
vohmta1y surcharge on their 
electric bills to promote Green 
Energy initiatives. The energy 
task force wants to talk with 
town librar·ian Rose Heidkamp, 
who played a large role in gen­
erating that money, about ways 
the remaining ftmds could be 
best used. 

The finance committee met 
with the selectboard to discuss 
the meeting with state represen­
tative Steve Kulik (D­
Worthington) held in the town 
office meeting room on 
Febmary 13th, and also the for­
mation of a money management 
sh1dy committee. 

Wendell's entire selectboard 
attended the meeting with 
Kulik, along with Wendell 
finance committee and school 
committee members from Swift 
River and Mahar, and represen­
tatives from the New Salem 
selectboard and finance commit­
tee. 

The meeting was called 
because Kulik and representa­
tive Chris Donelan (D-Orange) 
helped draft an amendment to 
the recently enacted education 
refo1m bill to allow a town to 
withdraw from a school superin­
tendency tmion, such as Union 
28, after a majority vote of that 
town's school committee. The 
amendment was one of over a 
hundred amendments to the bill, 
available online for public 
review only a few days before 
the bill was voted on. 

At the Feb1uary 13th meeting 
Kulik listened to criticism of the 
amendment, and apologized for 
the process by which the amend­
ment was crafted, and the com­
plications it might create for 
other towns in a school union. 

Finance committee member 
Jim Slavas compared a school 
union to a marriage: simple and 
easy to join into, but much more 
involved when it breaks up and 
there are children involved and 
shared property to be divided. 

Finance chair Michael Idoine 
said Kulik appeared willing to 
work to improve the amend­
ment. Selectboard member 
Jeoffrey Pooser thought the 
meeting was successful. 

Also on the 13th, Kulik 
expressed surprised that 
Wendell had not yet received 
compensation for the expenses 
related to the 2006 tornado clean 
up. The payment was authorized 
by the legislahrre, and signed by 
the governor, but the check has 
not a1rived. 

Town administrative assis­
tant Nancy Aldrich said the 
town expects to receive approx­
imately $150,000 to defray 
expenses resulting from the July 
2006 tornado, of which almost a 
third would be used to reim­
burse neighboring towns for 
their assistance with the sto1m 
clean up. 

Kulik said he would continue 
to pursue the matter tmtil the 
town receives the money. 

Idoine said a town money 
management study committee 
has been named, consisting of 
himself, Ted Lewis, Doug 
Tanner, Jennifer Gross, Cecile 
Guilbault, Shay Cooper, Dale 
Kowacki, and Joe Coll. The 
committee will look at other 
similar sized towns and make 
recommendations about 
whether money management 
positions such as tax collector 
and treasurer should be elected 
or appointed in Wendell. 

Before the finance committee 
members left, Hear·d said the 
state's new open meeting law 
requirements, which go into 
effect July 1st, require commit­
tees to post their meeting dates 
and minutes at all town posting 
places. 

see WENDELL pg 12 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Chief of police Gary Billings said 
arTests have more than doubled in 
town since 2008, and accidents 
ar·e up by two thirds. If he were 
forced to cut his budget by 5% -
a scenar'io the selectboard has 
asked all town departments to 
prepar·e, in case state aid is cut by 
a similar· amount - Billings says 
he would be forced to cut into 
hotrrs for part time police officers, 
just at a time when "some of the 
more tmsavory elements," seem 
to have discovered Leverett. 

At Monday's selectboard 
meeting, Billings brought in a 
budget request for $328,470 for 
his depa1tment, for FY '11. This 
would include a level ftmded 
expense budget for $175,917, 
salaries at $143,779, including 
$31,847 for pa1t time officers, 
and $8,774 for building mainte­
nance. 

Billings said calls to the 
Leverett department through the 
Shelburne dispatch center 
increased from 749 in 2008 to 
883 in 2009, with about 300 to 
400 calls coming directly to the 
station. Out of 23 affests in 2009, 
15 were criminal motor vehicle 
violations, fotrr for domestic vio­
lence, three for driving tmder the 
influence, and one for larceny 
over $250 by identity theft. He 
also said Leverett experienced 

0<-li, <·at in or lak<' <rnl, 

lhkel'y Specialities, 

about half a dozen breaking and 
entering incidents during the last 
year. 

The town will spend $10,176 
to meet Quinn Bill salary bonus 
requirements for Billings and the 
other full time member of the 
department, Tim Batchelder. 
Batchelder recently completed 
his BA at Westfield State 
College, so his contrachlral com­
pensation tmder the Quinn Bill 
will rise by 10% in the coming 
fiscal year·, Billings said. 

Though the legislature may yet 
reverse the governor's cuts to 
Quinn Bill reimbursement, at this 
point the state is offering to pay 
only $450 of the town's $10,176 
commitment, town administrative 
assistant Wendy Foxmyn said. 
That's down from $945 last year·. 

"That's not reimbursement; 
that's an insult," said selectboard 
member Peter d'Eirico. 

The finance committee and 
selectboar·d poked arotmd in the 
line items in Billings' proposal 
for awhile. 

"Last year we squeezed your 
budget in a number of places," 
recalled d'En'ico wistfully. 

"You've done that three yeai·s 
in a row," Billings responded. 

But after a bit of desulto1y 
back and fo1th about whether 

see LEVERETT page 10 

Suppl<·nwnts & Bod) Car<· It<·1ns, 

f(Si'\ .'\lonthly Specials 

~ 
Green Fields Market McCusker's Market 

144 Main St ,Greenfield 3 State Street, Shelburne Falls 
Mon-Fri 8-8 Open Daily 

Sat 9.6, Sun 10-5 7 a m to 7 p.m 
(413) 773-9567 (413) 625,9411 

www.franklincommunity.coop 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Gift 
Certificates 

Saturday Fish Special 

Open 
7Days 

44 D('('rfidd St (Rt!'. 5&10) Pet Grooming 
C,-r('('nfidd, }.L\ by Appointment 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

"'° •Cotton• Silks • Polyesters • Vinyls• Upholstery Material 
• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CAST{ & CHECKS ONLY 
Mon.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 

MONTAGUE 

~ b~d ~$ INTEGRATIVE HEALTH 

6 ~ ~ Dr. Emily Maiella 
~ ~ Naturopathic Physician 

432 Greenfield Road Montague MA 01351 
(t) 413.230.4462 (f) 978.544.0240 

Val leynaturopath ic.com 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REH, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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TALKING PICTURES 

A DAY AT THE BEAcH -

Shutter Js[and 

even two Rachel Solandos, and 
when the big twist comes out, it 
gets explained twice, not count­
ing the trailer or the first twenty 
minutes of the feature, during 
which you might've already fig­
ured things out on your own. 

taken most - if not all - of those 
doubles and cut them right out. 
This sto1y is an unwieldy mess. 
When it's time to deliver exposi­
tion, you cai1 practically smell 
the toner of the Xerox machine 
Kalogridis must've used to 
transfer novel to film. 1 ea le = the its 4 ea les = the hei hts So let's have a quick talk 

about the economy of a st01y. BY TODD DETMOLD 
CffiCAGO - "You're a rat in a 
maze," hisses Jackie Earle 
Haley, now Hollywood's go-to 
character actor when you need 
someone to garble their dialogue 
and look like a freak for ten min­
utes. I'm not sure if what he 
means is that Leonardo 
DiCaprio's Bostonian Fed-uh­
mhl Mahh-shul is the victim of a 
scientific experiment or if he's 
just going to end up with a lot of 
cheese. 

Haley's George Noyce and 
DiCaprio's Teddy Daniels are 
meeting (in Haley's only scene) 
on opposite sides of a msty grid 
of bars that hold Noyce prisoner 
on Shutter Island. It's a 
labyrinthine mental hospital -
equal pa1ts Overlook Hotel and 
Shawshank Prison - that gives 
its name to Martin Scorsese's 
new prestige ho1rnr film. Daniels 
has been called in to investigate 
the disappearance of one of 
Shutter Island's patients (Ben 
Kingsley's Dr. Cawley prefers 
they not be refell'ed to as 'prison­
ers'), a homicidal woman named 
Rachel Solando who vanished 
overnight from within her 
locked, guarded cell. 

From the sta1t, it's apparent 

C0'4EDY AT TNE SNEA 

Dave Rattigan 
Saturday, March 6th 

Rattigan founded and performed at 
the premier of Comedy at the Shea. 
For this show, he heads a talented 
comedy lineup that includes Mike 

Cote, Maria Ciampa and Matt D. His 
comedy CD has been played around 

the English-speaking world. 

The Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners 
Falls Showtime 8 pm, doors open at 7 
pm_ Tickets $15, available on-line at 
·u.r:.1.."'.v.sheacamedy com, www scampscome­
dycom and at the \Vorld Eye Bookshop, 
Greenfield Beer and wine served in the 
lobby before the show Call the Shea at 
(-rl-5) 86.5-2281 

that nothing is as it seems and 
eve1yone involved may or may 
not be lying. 

Picture Laeta Kalogi-idis, the 
crack typist who wrote Oliver 

If you haven't already figmed 
out the twist by the time Shutter 
Island reaches its climax, don't 

wony. Not only 
will Ben Kingsley 
explain eve1ything 
that you've seen 
beat by beat (with a 
d1y erase board 
with I-swear-to­
God anagrams), 
once he's finished 
there's going to be 
a handy ten-minute 
flashback to show 
you the finished 
puzzle Kingsley 
has just described. 

And just in case 
the thundering hun-i­
cane, the creepy 
deranged inmates 
and the menacing 
hea1tbeat of the 
"modem classical" 
song score aren't sig­
nifiers enough that 
something will be 
hitting the fan in a 
big way, there's a 
whole convoluted 
ensemble of tell'ific 
actors cast as 
inessential characters 
whose only purpose 
is to deliver exposi­
to1y jargon as a 
means to an ending. 

Mark Ruffalo and Leonardo DiCaprio partner as 
Marshals investigating a missing homicidal person in 

Shutter Island, the thriller directed 1!J Martin Scorcese 

Dming this cli­
max as well as sev­
eral other exposito-
1y stretches, as the 
sto1y ground to a 

There are two cops in charge 
(Ted Levine and John CaIToll 
Lynch), two head psychiatrists 
(Kingsley and Max von Sydow), 
two terrifying inmates from 
Daniels' past (Haley and Elias 
Koteas). Daniels brought a part­
ner along (Mark Ruffalo), mak­
ing two Marshals to bandy theo-
1-ies back and fo1th, and he also 
brought along the baggage from 
two separate traumas. There are 

Stone's Alexander, at his com­
puter working up his screenplay 
adaptation of Dennis Lehane's 
myste1y novel Shutter Island. In 
blocking out his sto1y, he has 
stuck to the book pretty faithful­
ly so far, but remember that the 
word for what he is creating is 
"adaptation". In my dictionary 
under "adapt", I could show him 
another word: "modify." 

A smart writer would've 

halt for ten or so minutes, I 
found myself wonde11ng what it 
might've been that attracted 
Scorsese to this project in the 
first place. 

Because the fact is: I'm of 
two minds about Shutter Island. 
For all its flaws the movie is an 
aesthetic marvel, with several 
flat-out gorgeous dream 
sequences ai1d the kind of lush 
photogi·aphy and production 

Tu1rJlJle1r§ CClhtee1r §qpU1atdl HeadlitJlJlg u:o CClhtilcopee Meet 
BY ANNE HARDING - A 
dozen young women from the 
Turners Falls High School are 
heading to Chicopee this 
Saturday, Februaiy 
27th for a cheerleading 
competition that could 
qualify them for the 
state championships. 

The Ttimers Falls 
team spans gi·ade levels 
from freshmen to sen­
iors, with a maj011ty of 
juniors and seniors this 
year. This experience of 
the squad gives Tm11ers 
a competitive edge 
they've lacked in recent 
years. 

takes place at the Chicopee High 
School, not Chicopee 
Comprehensive. The event mns 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., but the 

TFHS team will likely pe1fo1m 
later in the morning. 

Twenty-eight teams from the 
Pioneer Valley and the 

Berkshires 
are compet­
ing, but only 
two are 
Division 4 
teams 
TFHS and 
Hopkins 
Academy. 

On the 
surface it 
might not 
seem like 

There have been 
some erroneous web 
postings, so it should be 
noted the competition TFHS Cheerleaders Tqylor Hotve and Nicole Fuller 

much of a 
competition, 
with only 
two teams in 
your divi­

sion, but the 
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design you only get to sink yow­
teeth into on the too-rare occa­
sion that a master filmmaker 
such as Scorsese deigns to make 
a lowly genre film. Reteaming 
with occasional cinematogi·apher 
Robe1t Richardson and perennial 
editor Thelma Schoonmaker, 
Scorsese crafts a film that, even 
as each hint to the final twist 
drops to the floor with a thmlk, is 
sporadically absorbing and often 
a good deal of fun. Occasionally, 
the film even manages to mine a 
sense of dread and a hint of ter­
ror. I might add that the girl 
behind me in the theater would 
disagree that the film is frighten­
ing only on occasion; it was 
clearly working for her, as eve1y 
drop of blood and unlit comer 
elicited a sh11ek. 

Clearly, Scorsese's interest in 
this puzzle lies in the pieces 
rather than the finally assembled 
pictme, which is beneath him, 
you and me. I almost believe he 
selected the project simply to 
have some fun; the tricks he 
employs in the name of a 
straight-up ho1rnr are many. 
There are reverse shots, brood­
ing negative space, a surprising 
ainount of CGI and even a good 
old fashion jump scare. Did he 
simply feel the need to get this 
stuff out of his system in an 
approp11ate sto1y? It's a ten-ible 
sto1m to weather for the charac­
ters and a two-and-a-half-hom 
psychodrama for us, but for 
Scorsese it almost feels like a 
day at the beach. 

tmth is far more complex. 
Competitive cheerleading has a 
system similar to gymnastics or 
figm·e skating, where teams com­
pete against a set of standards 
and must meet 1-igorous thresh­
olds to make it to the champi­
onship meets. To qualify for the 
state chainpionship, a team must 
score at least 160 out of a possi­
ble score of 200. 

Saturday's squad includes: 
Sai·ah Unde1wood, Samantha 
Horai1, Riley Harriman, Julie 
Thompson, Brittany Yolish, 
Taylor Howe, Nicole Fuller, 
Kelsey Waldron, Emily 
Mailloux, Elysia Ollari, Jolina 
Blier, ai1d Caroline Sena. 

The cheerleading season runs 
from the last week of August 
through the last week of 
Feb111a1y. Cheerleaders at TFHS 

continued next page 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
i BAKER i 

Office Supply 

[HioIPI1I&IoILI1IvI1] 
LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11 :30 - 2:30 * DINNER TUES - SAT, S - 9 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 - 2, DINNER 5 - 8 

homegrown, farm-inspired 
food and drink 

PHONE 413-774-3150 • 44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 
WWW,HOPEANDOLIVE,COM 

• Clay/Slton® ~~pruwe 
• ir>otllery 

• Allile Art Dwawollilg$ and 
ir>aollillhillilg$ 

IBY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPODN'iFMEN'f. 
email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAt-W. SlE1' • TuRteS FAUS, MA 01376 

SOLAR ELECTRIC 
SOLAR HOT WATER 
SOLAR HOT AIR 

Solar PY/Thermal System REBATES and TAX CREDITS 
R-3 Inserts for Single Pane Windows • 13w Pellet Stoves 

Lighting • Heating • Books • Gifts • Education 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

Email: info@greenfieldsolarstore.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat.10-5 

d 
• f arn, fres!, tggs 
• W!,ofe Roastir,g C!,id~ 
•Pot Pies 
• Hon,eMzde SoupG 
o l)essC!rts 

Produ,ts Vary Wee~ly 

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falla Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

Lino 
Carpet 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREAT FALLS - Moose in 
Massachusetts are growing in 
numbers, and more likely than 
ever to come into contact with 
humans and their automobiles. 
That was the gist of the brief talk 
given by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service intern Tashanique 
Daniels to a patient crowd gath­
ered on Saturday afternoon at the 
Great Falls Discovery Center. 

After wrestling with computer 
problems for a quarter of an hour, 
Daniels ran through a ten-minute 
Powerpoint presentation about 
Massachusetts moose, revealing 
tl1ese highlights: 

Moose are native to tl1e north­
em climes of Nortl1 America, 
Europe and Asia; they are tl1e 
world's largest deer. They can 
live to be 15 to 25 years old, grow 
continued from previous page 
support tl1e football team in tl1e 
fall and basketball team in tl1e 
winter, but they are exceptional 
athletes in their own right. 

A typical workout early in tl1e 
season sta1ts with a mile and a 
half nm, followed by a series of 
jumping exercises, pushups and 
sit-ups. Following tl1ese watm­
ups the squad breaks into smaller 
groups to work on cheers, dat1ce 
moves, snmts or other aerobic 
workouts. Many of tl1e members 
have backgrounds in dance wit11 
local troupes, and some have 
gymnastics training. 

Most of tl1eir names can be 
found on tl1e school's honor roll, 
and squad members are also 
active in other spo1ts or clubs, so 
some only cheer for half the sea­
son. There are swimmers, 
National Honor Society mem­
bers, dancers, actors, and athletes 
from the soccer, volleyball, field 
hockey and basketball teatns. 
This complicates the job of 
coaching and prepat·ing for com­
petitions. In addition, MIAA 

Mature Bull Moose 

to weigh 1200 to 1500 pounds, 
swim up to ten miles, and nm as 
fast as 35 miles per hour. 
Altl1ough only about 1000 or so 
live in Massachusetts, there are 
two million moose in the world. 
That's right - two million moose, 
not mice! 

Male moose have antlers, 
females don't; but both males and 
females have beards called 
dewlaps. Antlers at·e not horns, 
strictly speaking; they grow anew 
each yeai·, and are covered with 
capillaty-rich velvet while they 
are growing and hardening. 
Moose antlers serve as hearing 
aids, as well as a1matnent. Male 
moose shed their antlers at the 
end of each mating season, which 
lasts from September through 
November. 

Females two years old and 

mles stipulate that squad mem­
bers must cheer during the winter 
basketball season to be eligible 
for competition. 

Ken'i Lapointe was working 
as a special needs pat·aprofession­
al at the school in 2005 when the 
cheer coach learned she was a 
1998 graduate of TFHS and for­
mer cheerleader. After one season 
co-coaching, Lapointe's co-coach 
relocated to at1other state, and 
Lapointe becatne the head coach. 

It's a tough spo1t to coach 
solo, but a fortuitous meeting at 
the supe1market the following 
year brought Jessica James to the 
coaching teatn - she's another 
fonner cheerleader and a 1996 
graduate of TFHS. The two 
women were having one of those 
casual conversations, catching up 
with each other's lives, when 
James wistfully commented 
about Lapointe's coaching gig, "I 
miss it so much," and they've 
been working together ever since. 

Lapointe believes she and 
Jatnes make good a good team 
because they have complementa-

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

older can beat· young, usually 
giving bi1th to twins, rarely 
1:I'iplets, in May or June, after an 
eight-month gestation period. 
Calves are weaned at three 
weeks, and stay with tl1eir moms 
for a full yeai·. 

Wolves and grizzly beai-s prey 
on moose calves, but not in 
Massachusetts, where black beai-s 
at1d motorized vehicles are their 
only adversat'ies. 

Moose love to eat birch, 
aspen, willow, ho1-setail, sedges, 
pond weed, bark, twigs and buds, 
at1d like to hang out neat· rive1-s or 
wetlands. Moose can eat under­
water, holding their breath while 
they chew. 

This brief ove1view left some 
in the crowd hungering for more 
specifics about Massachusetts 
moose. Checking in with Stephen 

1y strengtl1S. James is ext:I·emely 
organized and great at "stunting," 
while Lapointe is st:I·icter and 
loves the choreography. Since tl1e 
team competes in a multi-faceted 
sco1111g system, it helps to have 
multi-talented coaches. 

Sa111rday's event will have at 
least five judges in tl1e panel, at1d 
each will score a specific aspect 
of the routines. Teams get one 
opp01tunity to pe1fo1m tl1eir best 
two-minute routine. About half 
the routine will be traditional 
chee11ng; the remainder, a combi­
nation of dat1ce, gymnastics at1d 
jumping, will be set to music. 

The team will be judged on: 
gymnastics, jumping, choreogra­
phy, aim movements and t1·ai1si­
tions. The snmts yield higher 
points with greater degrees of dif­
ficulty, and tl1ere are intricate 
mles ai1d ranking systems that 
range from beginner and intenne­
diate to advat1ced and elite levels 
in all areas of tl1e judging. 

Congratulati011S cheer squad 
and good luck in your competi­
tion on Sa11ll'day! 

Destefano, a research scientist 
and professor of natural resources 
and conse1vation at UMass 
Amhe1-st, turned up more inter­
esting moose facts. 

Since Mai·ch of 2006, with 
suppo1t and funding from the 
Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, 
Destefano has been working on a 
study of the ecology of moose in 
Massachusetts. 

To gather information on 
moose habits and habitat, 
Destefano, along with UMass 
graduate student Dave Wattles 
and field assistant Ken Berger 
have placed GPS collars on 30 
Massachusetts moose, ai1d gath­
ered data from most of those 
already. The results of tl1at study 
will be summai'ized soon in the 
newsletter of Mass Fish and 
Wildlife, but here is an advance 
view. 

''What we're finding so fat· is 
the home range size for moose in 
Massachusetts is anywhere from 
10 to 30 square miles," said 
Destefano. "The bulls have larg­
er ai·eas than the cows, paiticulai·­
ly in the fall. Dm'ing mtting sea­
son, they will t:I-avel 10 to 20 
miles, to Ve1mont or New 
Hampshire." 

Destefano said moose in 
Massachusetts at·e using "a lot of 
regenerating cuts," where 
forest:Iy has left openings in the 
woods, as mainstays for their for­
aging. ''They feed on the young 
buds and twigs, leafy materials in 
spring ai1d summer. With such a 
large body size they need to eat a 
lot. In summer, they spend times 
in the wetlands, paiticulai·ly cows 
with calves. It's cooler there, and 
they feed on the aquatic vegeta­
tion." 
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All year round they at·e living 
up to their Algonquin name 
('twig eater'), eating buds ai1d 
twigs, Destefano said. "This win­
ter would be a paiticulai·ly easy 
one for moose" to fornge, he 
added. 

DeStafano said, "The moose 
population is pretty well estab­
lished in the state. There are 
around 1000 moose in 
Massachusetts, ai1d there could 
be up to a couple thousand. One 
oftl1e reasons I say tl1at, vi1tually 
eve1ywhere you go in Cent:I-al 
and Western Massachusetts you 
see moose sign, as fai· east as 
Batre. Fmther east, tl1ey will get 
into the suburbs, and that is not a 
good situation for tl1em. But tl1ey 
are really well established in 
Central ai1d Western Mass." 

He added, ''Female moose [in 
Massachusetts] often have twins, 
which is a sign of good habitat, 
good nut:I'ition." 

Moose were extirpated from 
southern New England by the 
end of the 1700s, as their forest 
habitat was cut down to make 
way for fa1mland in about 70% of 
the region. Nowadays, 
Massachusetts is 60% forested. 
Moose began making their way 
south to the Bay State again in the 
1960s ai1d '70s, Destefano said. 
By the '80s they had established 
a breeding population in the state. 
Moose have extended tl1eir rai1ge 
south to Connecticut now. 

''Because Massachusetts is so 
developed, with so many roads, 
we have had moose-vehicle colli­
sions, which is a problem. Some 
people have become concerned 
about their level of browsing ai1d 
1:1·ee regeneration. We're looking 

see MOOSE pg 10 
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MOOSE from pg 9 

at that," said Destefano. "It's a very 
localized concern." 

He mentioned an orchardist who has 
been trying to fend off moose from 
grazing on his trees. "That was a prob­
lem," he acknowledged. 

How does someone place a GPS col­
lar on an animal that weighs more than 
1000 pounds and stands seven feet tall 
at the shoulders? 

LEVERETT from pg 7 

training of part-time officers should be 
listed as an expense or a salaiy line item, 
the board got down to more serious con­
cerns. 

landowner on Bmshy Mountain - Cowls 
Lumber - following the federal designa­
tion of the M&M trail may force the relo­
cation of the trail to the east of Leverett's 
borders. "Right now there is a five Inile 
gap in the trail when it reaches Leverett," 
Ayers said. 

He said sihiations like that one could 
be handled, perhaps, by "Hazing the 
moose. But you have to sustain that. 
Animals get used to all kind of things, 
including noisemakers. And fencing is 
an expensive solution." 

In general, Destefano said, moose 
and humans in Massachusetts had better 
get used to each other. "With an animal 
that big, you're going to have issues. 
Mass Fish and Wildlife's large animal 
response team has done a great job of 
going in and trying to get moose safely 
out of areas where they pose a danger to 
the public. If that doesn't work, they'll 
dart them," and remove them to a state 
forest. Only very rarely, as in instances 
where the moose are in danger of cross­
ing an interstate highway, have respon­
ders reso1ted to killing a moose. 

Destefano said some of the moose he 
and his assistants have collared are the 
ones tranquilized after wandering into 
urban areas. But he said, "Dave Wattles 
and Ken Berger have spent hundreds of 
hours, walking in on moose and darting 
them from the ground," to collar them. 
In other states, helicopters are used to 
track and tranquilize moose, but the ter­
rain in Massachusetts is not suitable for 
that. 

"Is the sap mnning yet?" They weren't 
talking about an escaped convict. 

"I've got 30 buckets waiting to be 
boiled down," adinitted Billings. 

The board tried to calculate whether a 
sample gallon of Billings locally famous 
maple symp would fall under the $50 
maximum allowed for gifts to elected offi­
cials under the state's ethics law, but 
Billings insisted that was proprieta1y 
infonnation. 

The selectboard hoped the dispute 
could be resolved in such a way as to 
allow the trail to continue along its histor­
ical route through town. 

Ayers said the community prese1vation 
cominittee has been approached to fond 
the friendly purchase of a 20 acre reai· lot 
off Rattlesnake Gutter road, as part of a 
series of conse1vation purchases he hopes 
will fo1m a nature co1ridor in a loop from 
Montague Road at Cave Hill up 
Rattlesnake Gutter to the Peace Pagoda. 

What should you do if you spot a 
moose? 

"The wisest thing is not to approach 
them. Moose can appear ve1y docile and 
often they are. But they are really fast 
(they can nm 30 Iniles an hour or more), 
and they're dangerous. People should 
back off if they see a moose, and call 
Mass Wildlife (508) 389-6300; or the 
Mass Environmental Police 1-800-632-
8075. 

In other news, the boai·d met with Glen 
Ayers and Josh Surette, Leverett's repre­
sentatives to the New England National 
Scenic Trail Stewai·dship Council, to dis­
cuss the stahls of the Metacomet­
Monadnock Trail in Leverett, and a possi­
ble conse1vation purchase of 20 acres 
"right on top of the cliffs," off Rattlesnake 
Gutter Road. 

The boai·d will hold a special meeting -
to which lawyers and specialists in afford­
able housing ai·e being invited, and to 
which the public is welcome - on 
Thursday, April 1st at 7:00 pm. at town 
hall, to work on a plan for providing 
affordable housing in town. 

D 
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What's more, "the bigger 
problem is with Southworth," 
which receives two tmckloads of 
material daily and ships six tmck­
loads of finished goods each day, 
on average, according to 
Abbondanzio. With no access 
from Canal Street, the only way 
tmcks could enter the Southwo1th 
Mill, never an easy tum for even 
the most experienced tractor trail­
er driver, would be to come down 
the hill from Greenfield and cross 
the White Bridge. 

But that bridge is slated to 
become one way only heading 
out ofTumers for the duration of 
the reconstmction of the Gill­
Montague Bridge. 

"Southwo1th is our number 
one priority," said Abbondanzio. 

TAX BILLS MAILED 
Town of Montague tax 

bills have been mailed. Also 
mailed were the personal 
property bills. Payment is due 
on or before May 3rd, 
2010.Any new owner not in 
rceipt of a tax bill should con­
tact the tax collectors' office 
at 863-3200, extension 202. 

"I'm working with them." 
The 5th Street bridge was not 

previously posted, said Adain 
Humtbise, spokesperson for the 
Mass DoT, meaning it was 
allowed to carry whatever loads 
were stah1torily allowed on 
adjoining roadways. 

In other news, Lisa Davol, the 
coordinator of the RiverCulture 
program, who is hying to 
increase traffic coming into town, 
working with businesses to 
expand the arts-based economy 
in Tumers, inu·oduced a new 
partner in that effort: Peter 
Hainelin and the Brick House's 
PowerTown Music program 

Hainelin, past president of the 
chamber of commerce in 
Po1tsmouth, NH, and a fo1mer 
owner of the Stone Church music 
hall in Newmarket, recently 

THANKYOU 
Nancy Holmes says, ''Thank 

you to everyone who helped 
make the second annual food 
drive to suppo1t the Franklin 
Area Stuvival Center a great 
success once again. The mem­
bers of the class of 1969 and 
TFHS Alumni collected 175 lbs 
of food and over 100 dollai·s." 

~t clear Choi 
~o /t71' ~~ 
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D Ayers said a dispute with one major 

moved to Third Street in Tumers 
and joined the board of the Brick 
House community resource cen­
ter, where he began working to 
expand the entrepreneurial base 
of the teen center's music pro­
gram. Their fledgling Power 
Town Music program just scored 
a big coup by bringing Peter Tork 
of the Monkees (that's right) to 
Bunito Rojo for a standing­
room-only benefit last Thursday 
that pulled down 1200 bananas 
for the Brick House. 

"It's an exciting project," 
Hamelin told the selectboard. 
"We're getting a lot of kids 
involved. It was great to see them 
at the show the other day, work­
ing the door, providing the open­
ing act music." 

Hamelin said the teens 
involved at the Brick House's 
center have been learning how to 
play in bands and record their 
own music for at least six years, 
and now some of the early grad­
tiates of that program are ready 
for bigger things. 

"They are staiting to tour and 
record CDs. We want to work 
with them to coordinate musical 
events, find bands and book 
them, show them how to set up a 
festival." 

Toward that end, Hamelin and 
Davol propose working together 
to find a good night for summer 
conceits to be held in the band­
shell at Peskeomskut Park. 
Wednesday nights, following the 
Faimers Mai·ket, Inight be the 
nahiral choice to bring more peo­
ple downtown, no matter what 
route they take to get there. 

Board member Pat Allen liked 
the idea. "Turners is getting to be 
a ve1y fon place to be." She told 
Davol, "Thank you for your cre­
ative ideas, and the work you ai·e 
doing pulling people in." 

Allen also thanked Hamelin 
for his initiative with Power 
Town Music in Tumers. 

"I felt really at home and wel-

come here," responded Hamelin. 
"I like to be of service for the 
betterment of Turners Falls and 
the people here." 

Davol set aside the second 
Sahrrday in August for the annu­
al downtown block party; she 
will work with Hamelin on 
booking the music for that event. 

On the energy conservation 
front, Abbondonzio repo1ted the 
town's investment grade audit 
for the upcoming energy per­
fo1mance contract to reduce util­
ity bills and energy use in town 
buildings had nairnwed its focus, 
and reduced its cost and pay­
back. 

"We sta1ted out with a three­
quarter Inillion project, now 
down to $250,000," he said. The 
decision was made to eliminate 
energy upgrades at the highway 
garage, since retrofitting that 
building would have required the 
town to make a twenty-year 
cominitment to keep the DPW at 
that location. The town hopes to 
build a new highway garage 
within that span of time. 

Now, the energy perfo1mance 
contract will focus on replacing 
lighting fixhrres and improving 
insulation at other town build­
ings, less costly measures that 

will pay for themselves within 
ten years, Abbondanzio said. The 
town is working with Siemens 
Building Technology on the 
energy pe1formance contract. 

Abbondanzio said the town's 
hopes for putting solar photo­
voltaic panels on the roof of the 
new police station were dim­
ming, since a state grant program 
to help fi.md such municipal proj­
ects had been ove1whelmed by 
proposals and nm out of money. 
"We have to find another way of 
fonding that project." 

He said the town was consid­
ering using some of the $19,000 
rema.ining in the landfill feasibil­
ity fi.md to hire a consultant to 
examine the solar potential at the 
seven-acre, south-facing, fo1mer 
bum dump offTumpike Road. 

The results of a smvey of the 
adjoining former landfill were 
not encouraging, in terms of 
solai· potential, because the top of 
the capped landfill was not big 
enough to support more than 
about 670 kilowatts of solar elec­
tric potential. He said WMECo is 
also looking at the 400 acres they 
own on the Montague Plains as a 
possible solar photovoltaic site. 

D 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Under One Ounce 
Thunday, 2/ I8 
4: 15 p.m. Removed 

large blue tarp from 
West High Street. 
Advised home owner of 
property. 
4:29 p.m. Assisted 
Montague police with 
report of gun shots on 
Green Pond Road. 
Unfounded. 
10:50 p.m. Disabled 
motor vehicle on Route 
2 by bypass. Flat tire. 
Stood by until AAA 
assistance arrived. 
Friday,2/19 

9:31 p.m. Arrested was lost. Gave direc-
tions. 

3:22 p.m. Suspicious 
person at Greenfield 

tion and operating with Auto. Spoke with sub­
a suspended license, ject, moved same along. 
subsequent offense, on 3:58 p.m. Report of 
Route 2. past larceny at Prospect 
9:31 p.m. Civil citation Heights Lane. Report 
issued for possession of taken, currently under 
one ounce or less of investigation. 
marijuana. Sunday, 2/21 
Satw:c:lay, 2/20 5:48 p.m. Assisted 
3: IS p.m. Suspicious Northfield Police with 
vehicle with hazards on unwanted intoxicated 
Route 2 near Prospect male subject at 
Street, spoke with driver, Highland Street. 
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Horace Mann School not Ruled Out 
for Montague Center 

the building. They are: condo­
miniums or rental housing ( con­
sidered the top likelihood, 
Cromack said), independent liv­
ing or co-housing, a learning 
instihlte (which would require 
the least amount of change to 
the building, Cromack said, but 
would still require a significant 
amotmt of investment to bring 
the building up to code, includ­
ing handicapped accessibility), 
or professional offices. 

that deadline would allow the 
GMRSD sufficient time to sub­
mit a proposal, or invite a par­
ents' group to submit a proposal 
for a Horace Mann school, to 
compete with any other propos­
als that may be fo1thcoming 
tmder the RFP. 

"Financial Feasibility is the Key"committee chair tells supporters 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
capital improvements commit­
tee (CIC) held a well attended 
hearing on the future reuse of 
the Montague Center School 
building on Febma1y 18th. 

A number of audience mem­
bers expressed interest in the 
town considering allowing the 
school building to be reused as a 
school - specifically a Horace 
Mann in district cha1ter school, 
as a means of bringing students 
back to the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District. 

But committee chair Les 
Cromack made it clear that it 
would be up to the school com­
mittee, not the CIC, to decide 
whether a Horace Mann school 
would be welcomed at the 
GMRSD, and both Cromack 
and committee member Pat 
Allen said if the district wanted 
to form a Horace Mann school 
at an existing school building, 
Hillcrest would be a better 
choice. 

"That's virtually ready to 
go," said Cromack. "Montague 

TRIUMPH from pg 1 

mother) to support the family. 
Laura is painfully shy and has a 
slight limp that she feels defines 
her. 

Amanda wants her son to 
move up in the shoe factory and 
make something of himself. 
She also wants Laura to emulate 
her mother's glo1y days of a 
young lady of the South who 
attended cotillions and parties 
and had, one glorious Sunday 
morning, seventeen "gentleman 
callers". Laura sidles away from 
her mother's every maneuver, 
yet Amanda persists in pestering 
Tom to bring home a gentleman 
caller for Laura. Tom is irritated 
and Laura is mortified, but at 
last Amanda's wish becomes 
reality and the gentleman caller 
comes for dinner. 

Director Brady Ward brings 
forth performances from his 
actors that are tme to their char­
acters. It is therefore palpably 
painful to watch Amanda, Tom, 
and Laura struggle in their mea-

Center is not." 
However, Cromack said the 

CIC's goal is to find an accept­
able reuse of the Montague 
Center School (MCS) building -
which has been vacant for a year 
and a half, since the fo1mer K-3 
elementa1y school there was 
consolidated into the Sheffield 
Elementa1y School, following a 
school committee vote in favor 
of expanding MCS, the rescind­
ing of that vote, an invitation for 
parent group proposals to form a 
new governance stmchrre for 
the school, and the ultimate 
rejection of those proposals by 
the school committee during a 
hunulhlous period of review of 
the school's status within the 
district in 2007 - '08. 

"We have the interest of the 
community in mind," Cromack 
told the audience last Thursday. 

He added, ''The compatibili­
ty of use with the surrounding 
community is our primary crite­
ria." 

The CIC will seek a zoning 
change for the MCS building at 

ger existence. 
As Amanda, Junior Hanna 

Rosenberg, from Vermont, is 
believably critical and overbear­
ing to her children with her 
high-pitched drawl, only to hun 
completely arotmd to become 
giddy and full of southern hospi­
tality for the gentleman caller. 

Sophomore Cordeleia 
Dewdney, also from Ve1mont, 
po1trays the introverted Laura. 
Dewdney plays Laura beautiful­
ly with her almost unnoticeable 
limp and frightened, apologetic 
manner. Her dresses are as pale 
as her pallor and as ghostlike as 
her countenance. You can tell 
that Laura is as emotionally 
fragile as her glass collection, 
and seems as mythical as her 
favorite piece - the unicorn. 

Senior Fin Miller, from 
Vermont as well, plays Tom 
with willful tenacity. We see his 
character struggle to choose 
between the life he wants and 
the hand he is dealt. Senior Eric 
Muhlenfeld of Montana plays 
Jim, the gentleman caller. Tom 

an April 1st special town meet­
ing, re-zoning it from the cur­
rent recreation-education zone 
(which would basically limit the 
building's reuse to a school or 
government office) to a neigh­
borhood business zone (which 
would allow a number of possi­
ble reuses for the building 
including retail sales and servic­
es, multifamily dwellings, busi­
ness or professional offices, 
craft workshops or light assem­
bly shops, and other uses that 
would be "compatible with resi­
dential environs." 

Building inspector David 
Jenson said because of the size 
of the building, almost any reuse 
under neighborhood business 
zoning would be subject to a 
special permit hearing before 
the zoning board. 

Cromack said the consultant 
hired by the town to examine 
the building's possible reuse -
Greenberg Associates of Putney, 
VT - had come up with four 
possibilities based on the feasi­
bility and marketing sh1dy for 

describes Jim as "an emissaiy 
from the world of reality," inti­
mating that Tom's family life is 
that of fantasy. Muhlenfeld por­
trays a boyish cha1m and gentle­
ness to the ymmg upsta1t Jim, 
who brings stars to Laura's eyes. 

It was a pleasure to watch 
these young and very gifted 
actors grace the stage with ease 
beyond their years. It was as 
fine a work as seen in some of 
the better theaters in the com­
mmiity, and the best high school 
production in memo1y. 

For ticket information and 
reservations for other upcoming 
events at the Rhodes Arts 
Center, log on to the NMH web 
site at www.nmhschool.org. 
There are always music con­
certs, a1t shows, dance conceits 
or plays going on in this beauti­
ful Center. The next theater pro­
duction will be Oscar Wilde's 
priceless comedy of manners, 
The Importance of Being 
Earnest, on April 1 to 3. Enjoy 
the show! n 

The town intends to issue a 
request for proposals on the 
building, following the April 1st 
town meeting, with a July 15th 
deadline. School committee 
chair Michael Langknecht said 

Cromack said another goal of 
the CIC is to get the building 
"back on the tax roles. That's 
what the taxpayers want us to 
do. The wrinkle is the Horace 
Mann school possibility is still a 
possibility." 

Planning board chair Ted 
Armen said the proposed 
change to neighborhood busi­

see SCHOOL pg 13 
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Hurry Hard! WENDELL from pg 7 
Keller said that Republicans 

had gone to Democratic cau­
cuses around the state, claim­
ing the open meeting law 
allowed it because the caucus­
es take place in town-owned 
buildings. Lawyers for the 
Democrats have said the cau­
cus is not subject to the law, 
because the Democratic Paity 
is not a government organiza-

resenting Wendell at the annu­
al budget meetings of the 
Veterans Agency, veterans 
agent Leo Parent asked if 
either Lewis or someone else 
could be appointed to represent 
Wendell at those meetings. 

BY SARA CAMPBELL 
PETERSHAM Robert 
Koolkin of Gill showed his 
form at the open house last 
Sunday at the Petersham 
Curling Club. Koolkin was 
inspired four years ago by the 
performance of the USA curling 
team in the 2006 Olympics in 
Turin, where they won the 
bronze medal. Koolkin joined 
in league play at the club and 
became a member of its board 
of directors. The camaraderie 
and physical challenge keep 
him coming back. 

The Petersham Curling Club, 
celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year, welcomed over 250 
guests on Sunday, who came to 
experience the spo1t first hand. 
Visitors got a guided tour of the 
facility, looked over the stones, 
brooms and shoes, got an intro­
duction to the rules of the sport, 
and finally took to the ice to 
practice sweeping and deliver­
ing the stone. 

Sunday's open house was 

PRUITT from page 1 

to mbble over Memorial Day 
weekend. 

Then John Anctil, a lighting 
and production specialist in the 
film and video industry from 
Lowell, moved west to Turners 
like the industrial magnates of 
the 1870s. He brought a plan to 
raise the Strathmore from the 
ashes of that blaze and transfo1m 
it into a Green campus as an edu­
cational center and production 
facility to produce film and video 
with positive social content. But 
after investing about three-quar­
ters of a million dollars of his 
own money, by his estimate, 
Anctil failed to conve1t that 
dream into reality, and the town 
of Montague moved to repossess 
the mill for back taxes due in 
Januruy. 

"I feel really bad about the 

WRITE NOW! 
Creative ~ting 
workshopSd ith 
Edite Cunha~ FA. 

All level~ 
Reasonable ~tes 

413-775-390-~ 
~ 

editecunha@comcast.net 

tion. 
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Dr. Robert Koo/kin sh0111s how to deliver a stone at the Curling Club 

Keller said anyone may 
come to a caucus of the 
Wendell Democrats, but so far 
no one but Democrats have 
turned out. 

Pooser said he attended an 
info1mative regional broad­
band meeting along with rep­
resentatives from 40 
Massachusetts towns. A 
Ve1mont group of 20 munici­
palities was also representeted. 
Those Ve1mont towns have 
agreed to consider internet 
access a public utility, and pro­
vide fiber optic connections to 
every home, at an estimated 
cost of $100 million. The 
model allows towns to pay 
back the financing costs in 10 
years, after which they esti­
mate they can make a profit on 
providing fiber optic hook-ups 
to their residents. Pooser said 
the same model may be trans­
ferrable to western 
Massachusetts. 

organized by Ronald Meck of 
Shutesbury, another four-year 
veteran of the sport. The mem­
bership went all out to greet the 
public with food from their 
kitchen, the opportunity to 
watch Olympic curling on TV 
with live commentary, and of 
course those friendly bar­
tenders. 

At the Petersham club, the 
men's leagues curl on Monday 
and Tuesday evenings, the 
women's on Wednesdays, and 

Strathmore," Pruitt said this 
week. "When Anctil was 
informed we're taking the 
Strathmore back, that was not a 
happy moment, but it was a 
necessity." She said the town will 
need to put some creative think­
ing into what can now be down 
with Strathmore, including the 
possibility of hying to move the 
lone building that abuts the 
Southwo1th Mill into private 
hands separately from the rest of 
the mill, to provide a spark for 
redeveloping the rest of the com­
plex. 

Pruitt said, "The town has 
accomplished a lot of positive 
things in the last three yeai·s. The 
most outstanding and visible 
achievement is the new police 
station, but the RiverCulture pro­
gram is another thing that effects 
the whole town in a very positive 
way." Also, she noted, "We've 
gotten a lot of grant money to 
help with conse1ving energy in 
town buildings," like the 
$150,000 in federal stimulus 
grant money from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Energy Resources the town 
received news of last week to 
replace inefficient boilers in 
town hall. 

But, she admitted, "Anything 
to do with money right now is a 

the mixed league plays on 
Friday. The season begins in 
mid-October with the golf and 
curl biathalon, thanks to the 
adjacent Petersham Country 
Club. The clubhouse is outfitted 
with plenty of seats in view of 
the ice, overhead cameras to 
watch the scoring opportunities, 
and of course a roaring fire. 

Information about the club 
and future events can be found 
at www.petershamcurling.org. 

challenge. 
"We've been working hard to 

hold onto our services, to keep 
our employees as best we can. 
We haven't engaged in whole­
sale cuts. We've been ve1y 
inventive, as in the way we 
moved to pick up n·ash this year 
with a commercial hauler rather 
than buy expensive new recy­
cling tmcks." 

She added, ''The big frustra­
tion is our old buildings. We're 
not making the kind of progress 
we'd like to be making. We still 
have our desires for a new 
garage, a new library building, 
and senior center. The wish list is 
long. It will take time." 

But overall, Pmitt said, "I 
have a real sense of accomplish­
ment. Not that I've done any­
thing individually, but insofar as 
positive things have happened, 
I'm ve1y pleased I've se1ved on 
the board. There have been frus­
trations ce1tainly, and you tend to 
hear more from people when 
things go wrong, rather than 
when things go right. But I put 
that down to New England mod­
esty: they don't like to indulge in 
praise that much." 

Three years ago, when Pmitt 
announced she would not nm 
again, she said 2010 would be 
the year for others among the 

New meeting dates for 
updating the commtmity 
development strategy are 
March 3rd, and Mai·ch 17th. 
An updated strategy is needed 
for Wendell to continue to be 
eligible for Commtmity 
Development Block Grant 
interest free loans to bring 
qualifying residents' homes up 
to code. 

Since Ted Lewis is no 
longer on the selectboard rep-

thoughtfttl and committed citi­
zens of Montague to step for­
wai·d and mn for office. They 
will have the opportunity to do 
that in the upcoming May 17th 
town election, without facing a 
popular incumbent. Nominating 
papers are available now, due 
back with the required 50 signa­
tures by March 29th at 5 p m. 

Pmitt did not mention one 
other reason she may have cho­
sen not to nm. Three years ago, 
she said she was spending three 
or four nights a week at meet­
ings. "It's at least a 20-hour a 

u 
week job," she remarked then, 
and the work load has by no 
means lessened during her sec­
ond te1m. 

Pmitt has four grandchildren. 
We hope she will get a little more 
time to spend with them when 
she takes a well-eained rest from 
managing town affairs this sum­
mer. 

"I intend to stay involved," 
she said this week. "Maybe on 
the finance committee, if there's 
an opening; we'll see." u 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POUCE LOG 
Operator Left Scene 

Tuesday, 2/16 
7:IO p.m. Unwanted 
subject at a Main Road 
residence. 
Wednesday, 2/17 

-.. Charged II:50 a.m. Report of 
with attaching license gtm shots in the area of 
plates to a motor vehicle, Center Road. 
mun.sured operation of 12:20 p.m. Assisted 
motor vehicle and oper- Center Road resident 

12:12 a.m. Domestic ating with revoked regis- with trespass issues and 
disturbance at 
Road residence. 

Main tration. property daniage com-

Friday, 2/19 
8:05 p.m. Look out 
report for suicidal sub­
ject who fled from an 
ambtJance on Route 2. 
Saturday, 2/20 
9:30 p.m. Criminal com­

laint sou ht a ainst 

Sunday, 2/2I plaint. 
12:16 a.m. Motor vehi- 6:31 p.m. Assisted 
cle accident on Northfield police with 
Mountain Road, opera- intoxicated, unwanted 
tor left scene. Criminal subject on Highland 

Charged with leaving 
scene of property dan1-
age accident. 

Avenue. 

Monday, 2/22 
3:10 p.m. Assisted Main 
Road resident with 
retrieving property from 
residence. 
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THE HEALTHY GEUER: 
pneumonic. gers, toes and nose. 

Avoid the Plague Bubonic inflames the tonsils, 
adenoids, spleen and thymus. It 
induces fever, aches, chills, 
fatigue and tender lymph glands. 
Bubonic plague is the most com­
mon type in humans, but is rarely 
spread from person to person. 

Pneumonic plague occurs 
when the bacteria enter the lungs 
and cause pneumonia. This can 
be spread between people. It 
kills faster than the other fonns 
of plague. SymptolllS include 
fever, nausea, vomiting, weak­
ness, chest pain, difficulty 
breathing, and a bloody cough . 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
Leonia, NJ - Q. Does the 

plague still e."<ist? 

In the 1300s, the Black 
Death, as plague was called, 
killed about one-third of the peo­
ple in Europe. A combination of 
antibiotics and improved living 
conditions have made plague 
rare today. 

Plague is found throughout 
the world, except for Australia. 
The greatest number of human 
plague infections occurs in 
African countries. However, the 
largest concentration of infected 
animals is in the United States 
and in the former Soviet Union. 

The World Health 
Organization reports 1,000 to 
3,000 cases of plague worldwide 
eve1y year. An average of 5 to 15 
cases occur each year in the 
western United States. These 
cases are usually scattered in 
mral areas; they are caused by 
bites primarily from infected 
prairie dogs. There has not been 
a case of person-to-person infec­
tion in the United States since 
1924. 

Plague is often mentioned as 
a bioterrorism weapon along 
with anthrax, smallpox and bot­
ulism. A bioweapon carrying 
plague is possible because the 
bacterium that causes plague 
occurs in nature and could be 
isolated and grown in quantity in 
a laborato1y. 

With prompt treatment, the 
overall fatality rate from plague 
is less than 15 percent. Without 
treatment, mo1tality rates can be 
as high as 60 percent for bubon­
ic plague and 100 percent for 

Franklin Regional Transportation 
Plan Update Survey 

The Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) has created a survey to 
help obtain public input to update 
of the long-range Franklin 
Regional Transportation Plan. 
Specifically, the results of the 
swvey will help shape the foture 
of transpo1tation in the region by 
providing foture project ideas 
and guiding the direction of 
transportation in the county. 

The Transportation Plan, 
which was last updated in 2007, 
is a comprehensive document 
which provides the basis for 
foture transportation planning in 
the region. The Transportation 
Plan reviews cuffent transpo1ta-

tion infrastmcture in the region 
and makes recommendations for 
foture projects. Many parts of the 
transportation network are 
reviewed and discussed in the 
plan, including roadways, pas­
senger rail, freight transport, air­
po1ts, bus se1vices, sidewalks, 
and on-road and off-road bike 
routes. A draft version of the 
updated plan will be released for 
public review later this year. 

The smvey can be found 
online at Wlvwfrocg.01g, tmder 
the section "What's New." It can 
also be found in hard copy at all 
town halls and libraries, on 
FRTA buses, and upon request. 

pneumonic plague. Death can 
occur within days after symp­
toms appear. 

Plague is an infection caused 
by the bacterium Yersinia pestis. 
The bacteria are found mainly in 
rats and their resident fleas. Rat 
or flea bites spread plague. 

There are three forms of 
plague: bubonic, septicemic, and 

Septicemic, in which bacteria 
multiply in the blood, causes 
fever, chills, shock, bleeding, 
abdominal pain, dianhea, vomit­
ing, and death of tissue in fin-

If you have a question, please 
write tofred@healthygeezer.com 

Grandparents Parenting Grandchildren 
GREENFIELD - The women 
sit in a circle, and in the room 
around them, their grandchildren 
are playing. They are here to talk 
about their situations, because 
they are parenting or co-parent­
ing their grandchildren. 

They may be facing unfamil­
iar challenges. Ideas about nutri­
tion, discipline and social inter­
actions may have changed since 
they raised their children. Some 
may come with a sense of guilt or 
failure if they have custody of a 
grandchild due to their own chil­
dren suffering from dmg abuse 
or se1ving prison time. Others are 
co-parenting because the child's 
parents are either separated, need 

SCHOOL from pg 11 
ness zoning could still allow a 
school to go in at the building, 
which, "as the study points out, is 
the best use of the building as it 
now stands ... " 

Allen interjected, "No, the 
easiest." 

Cromack said the key to the 
CIC accepting any proposal 
would be, "it has to be fiscally 
feasible." 

Montague Center resident 
Mark Lattanzi wanted to know 
whether a proposed Horace 
Mann's school's ability to reverse 
the GMRSD's cunent $900,000 
annual school choice and cha1ter 

to work, lack housing, or are in 
financial need. 

According to the Center for 
Law and Social Policy, more that 
2.5 million children in America 
are being raised by grandparents 
or other relatives because their 
parents are tmable to care for 
them. 

Grandparents that lack sup­
po1t are at high risk for depres­
sion and other stress-related ill­
nesses. 

The Franklin Cotmty Family 
Network has created a safe place 
where parenting or co-parenting 
grandmothers of diverse back­
grounds and parenting styles can 
come together to create commu-

school deficit could be included 
in the town's calculus on fiscal 
feasibility. Cromack said it cer­
tainly could be. 

GMRSD superintendent Carl 
Ladd addressed a letter to the 
CIC, which read, in part: "I am 
very interested in pursuing any 
idea that will se1ve the best inter­
ests of the children of Gill and 
Montague. I believe that we owe 
it to our families and communi­
ties to provide outstanding educa­
tional oppo1tunities for all, and 
that we should provide students 
and their families with choices 
within the district so that we do 
not lose them to other districts. 

nity, break isolation, talk about 
their experience as parents and 
grandparents, and explore other 
relevant issues. 

The drop-in group, called 
Meme & Pepe, meets eve1y 
Thursday from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at the Greenfield 
Family Center, 90 Federal Street, 
in Greenfield. A free light meal is 
provided and transportation is 
available. This program is 
offered by the Family Network 
of Community Action, with the 
suppo1t of the Franklin Cotmty 
Home Care Corporation. For 
more information, contact: 
Francia Wisnewski at (413) 475-
1553. 

Montague Center School makes 
sense fiscally and educationally, 
then I believe that it is our moral 
obligation and educational 
responsibility to actively pursue 
that possibility." 

Selectboard chair Patricia 
Pmitt said assistant Depaitment 
of Elementa1y and Secondary 
Education commissioner Jeff 
Wulfson, at a recent meeting with 
town and school officials, "made 
it clear the department is looking 
for innovative programming, and 
pai·ents ai·e looking for that. They 
ai·e looking at a Horace Mann 
school as a possible vehicle for 
bringing that innovation," into 
theGMRSD. 

Connect With The Wisdom of the "Female Brain" 
Those student losses have 
become larger over the past 
several years, which have 
placed a tremendous strain on 
the annual school district budg­
et and will tmdennine any effo1t 
we make toward long-term fis­
cal sustainability. Stabilizing 
student enrollment must be a 
factor that weighs heavily in 
any plan for sustainability - fis­
cal or educational... I feel 
strongly that if putting a Horace 
Mann Charter School in the 

The Horace Mann idea for 
MCS was first raised by a parents 
group in 2008, in response to an 
invitation from the school com­
mittee to submit proposals for the 
a new governance stmcture there. 

Eleventh Annual Belly & Womb 
Conference at Sirius Conference 
Center in Shutesbury on March 20th 
is a gathering for the celebration and 
healing of women's empowerment. 
The conference is Saturday, March 
20th from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
with an evening event the night prior 
on Friday, March 19th with Sheri 
Winston (intimateartscenter.com.) 

The gatherings are for women of 

all ages and features a wealth of 
con-current workshops. The confer­
ence is in alignment with current 
research unveiling the concept that 
our bellies are truly the home of our 
bodies' second "brain", and is home 
to as much, if not more, synaptic fir­
ing as our minds. 

This event, the only one of its 
kind in the country, is the inspiration 
of Massachusetts-based women's 

empowerment leader Alisa 
Starkweather. For more information 
about the pre-conference class, the 
full conference program, registration 
and Alisa's other work, please visit 
www.alisastarkweather.com. 

With over a dozen teachers, 
workshops will be offered on a rich 
range of topics, also offering a nour­
ishing lunch and dinner to event par­
ticipants. 

That group went on to propose 
a 240-seat K-6 out of district 
Discove1y charter school, with an 
emphasis on environmental edu­
cation for Franklin County, a pro­
posal rejected by the l[i~ 
DESE last week. II 
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VERMONT from pg 1 
country and the Obama adminis­
tration about the i.J.Televancy of 
nuclear power, the inadequacy of 
decommissioning fonds, and the 
tenible job the Nuclear Regula­
tory Commission is doing." 

As a small band of 
Republicans led a disciplined 
rearguard action of blocking 
amendments through the after­
noon in the Democrat dominated 
Senate, the debate produced a 
rare moment of bipa1tisan enthu­
siasm for the nation's president. 

"Let's embrace President 
Obama," gushed Peg Flo1y, (R­
Rutland), "in his push for reliable 
new technology nuclear plants." 

Flo1y introduced an amend­
ment to build a new nuclear plant 
on the Vermont Yankee's 125-
acre campus, and to keep the old 
plant running until a new reactor 
could be brought on line. 

"For those who believe 
nuclear power can be made safe, 
as President Obama has said, take 
a look at that." 

Her Senate colleagues did, 
and tumed the amendment 
down, 24 - 6. 

Senator Kevin Mullin (R­
Rutland) proposed an amend­
ment to condition a license exten­
sion for Vermont Yankee on a 
number of factors, including a 
power purchase agreement for 
115 ofVY's 620 megawatts to be 
sold in state at 5 cents a kilowatt 
hour, instead of the 6.1 
cents/kwH Entergy has offered 
Vennont utilities, along with a 

commitment to folly fond the 
decommissioning of the plant. 
His amendment failed 25 - 5. 

An attempt by Phil Scott (R­
Washington) to shunt the 
Ve1mont Yankee relicensing bill 
to the Economic Development 
Committee for farther hearings 
was turned back on a vote of 24 -
6. 

Then, after four hours of 
debate, the Senate prepared to 
vote on the original bill: whether 
to give a positive recommenda­
tion to the state Depaitment of 
Public Utilities to relicense 
Vermont Yankee for 20 more 
years. Without a postive vote in 
both houses of the state legisla­
ture, VY's relicensing bid cannot 
advance. 

"As a business person," said 
Hinda Miller, D-Chittenden, "I 
wanted to suppo1t Vermont 
Yankee, but we did not have a 
believable pa1tner. Entergy has 
not shown itself to be capable of 
operating an aging plant." 

Recent revelations of an ongo­
ing leak of radioactive tritium 
into the groundwater at the reac­
tor site did much to unde1mine 
Entergy's credibility, according 
to numerous speeches on the 
floor. Their bid for relicensing 
was also damaged by the fact that 
Entergy officials told the legisla­
ture last year there were no 
underground pipes canying 
radioactive water at Vermont 
Yankee. 

Miller continued, "There is a 
paradigm shift in the land from 

WENDELL El\1ERGY 
CORNER 

Winsert Workshops 
d..-.... for Wendell 0

°3~ ~\;, I Town Hall 
KAREN WILK .. SON IUUSTRATION 

JONATHAN von RANSON -
A free workshop attended by a 
dozen people from Wendell, 
Warwick, Orange and Athol cre­
ated and installed interior sto1m 
windows last Sahrrday for a 
number of the windows in the 
Wendell town hall. 

The removable "Winserts" 
are made of wood, plastic film 
and foam. The interior sto1ms 
should drastically cut drafts and 
conduction loss and complement 
the insulating work completed at 
that building eai·lier in the winter. 

Brian Nugent of Athol led the 

workshop using frames he'd 
custom made in his workshop 
from dimensions provided by 
the Wendell energy task force. 
Nugent has been leading regulai· 
Wmse1t workshops in Orange. 
He presents Winse1ts both as a 
do-it-yourself system and a 
potential cottage industry for an 
ente1prising person. 

A second workshop will be 
offered on the technique, while 
finishing the Winse1ts for the 
remaining town hall windows. 
Call (978) 544-3758 for more 
info1mation. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

judging a business activity from 
the viewpoint of the shai·ehold­
ers, to the viewpoint of the stake­
holders. 'How does this affect our 
community and otrr economy?' 

"There is no doubt there will 
be an immediate economic 
impact," from closing down 
Ve1mont Yankee on schedule in 
March of 2012, said Miller, and 
losing some of the 600 high pay­
ing jobs at the plant. Hundreds of 
jobs may be retained for up to a 
decade during decommissioning. 

"By this vote today, the move 
to suppo1t innovation and entre­
preneurship has accelerated, to 
serve the next generation 
Ve1monters with the next genera­
tion of energy, jobs, and security 
for mrr state," Miller said. 

As the final vote neai·ed, Randy 
Brock (R-Franklin), who had 
voted with other Republicans in 
the chainber to block the progress 
of the relicensing bill, said, "When 
it comes to the end of the line, I 
will vote 'No'," on relicensing. 
"We have a business paitner in 
Entergy, if its board of directors 
had been infiltrated by anti­
nuclear activists, they could have 
done nothing more to destroy their 
case. Their dissembling, prevari­
cation, and lack of candor have 
been striking." 

Susan Baitlett, (D-Lainoille) 
said, 'The scai'iest testimony has 
been coming from the Namral 
Resources Committee. Nobody 
has control of this," she said, 
refen'ing to the tritium leak. "It 
seem pretty evident there is an 
illegal discharge in the ground 
water and environment of 
Ve1mont, which all Vermonters 
hold in tmst for foh1re genera­
tions. But we have no jurisdiction 
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Signs of the Times above State Street in Montpelier,just before the state 
Senate gaveled Vermont Yankee} bid far a 20-:;ear license extension to a close. 

about it. That really makes me cheers that resotmded throughout 
wild!" both floors of the statehouse. 

All day long, ymmg pages in Anti-nucleai· activists who had 
green jackets ran back and forth been dragged down the marble 
to the desk of each senator, deliv- stairs after demonstrations in the 
e1'ing a fltmy of messages on same building in the 80s slapped 
pink note paper, stating the views senators on their backs and con­
of their constih1ents about the gratulated them for their vote. 
upcoming vote, as the proceed- Among them was John Warshow, 
ings streained live to computers a founding member of the 
and radios ai·ound the state and Ve1mont Yankee Decommis-
region. Those notes soon covered 
senators' desks in drifts 50 or 60 
high. 

"This is a great exainple of 
why Ve1mont is one of the best 
democracies in the country," said 
Senate President Peter Shumlin 
as the debate closed. "Let no one 
deny the impo1tance of this vote. 
Even if Entergy tries to sue us on 
federal pre-emption... they will 
fail. We embai·k today on a new 
energy foture for Ve1mont." 

The gavel fell. The votes were 
cmmted. Decomm gave way to 

sioning Alliance, now a select­
man in Mai·shfield who owns and 
operates three small hydro dams 
supplying Ve1mont with nearly 
1 % of its electric power. 

"We planted the seeds of doubt 
in the late 70s," said Wai·show. 
"More and more people came to 
realize nuclear power is not 
everything they told us it was." 

Outside, in the steadily falling 
snow, a middle aged woman 
stood on the statehouse steps. 

"I'm going to cry," she said. 
And she did. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG scene of property daniage, 
operating to endanger, 
marked lane violation, and 

failure to use care starting, 
turning and backing up, etc. 

Drivers Apprehended 
Thuaclay, 2/18 12:43 a.m. Arrest of 
9:57 p.m. Assault and battery 
on Seventh Street. peace 
restored. 
Friday, 2/19 
I:IO a.m. Arrest of 

for driving under the influ­
ence, failure to operate a vehi­
cle within marked lands, oper­
ating to endanger, and speed-

domestic assault and battery. 
Saturclay, 2/lJJ 

for second 
offense of driving tmder the 
influence, and operating to 
endanger, speeding, failure to 
stop for pohce, marked lane 
violations, failure to signal, 
and possession of an open 
container of alcohol 
9:50 a.m. Larceny at Our 
Lady of Czestochowa. 
Services rendered. 
12:05 p.m. Fire alarms at the 
Strathmore Mill on Canal 
Road. Referred to other 
agency. 

driving tm er e ii ue:nce, 
operating to endanger, failure 
to notify RMV of address 
change, alcohol in motor vehi­
cle, and failure to wear seat­
belt. 

10:30 p.m. Arrest on 

, fo~ving witn a 
suspended hcense, subsequent 
offense, registration- not in 
possession, and excessive noise 
or smoke from exhaust. 
Sunday. 2/21 

4:42 a.m. .t ... 

for driving under 
the influence, leaving the 

7 :04 p.m. Domestic distur­
bance on Turners Falls Road. 
Peace restored. 
Monday, 2/22 
7 :53 a.m. Bicyclist accident 
on Montague City Road. 
Report taken. 
2:38 p.m. Larceny at Aaron 
Clark Cemetery. Report 
taken. 
7 :03 p.m. Domestic distur­
bance on Turners Falls Road. 
Services rendered. 

T ucsc:lay, 2/23 
6:46 a.m. Larceny at Franklin 
County Technical School. 
Report taken. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

111111 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MAO 1360 

Office: 413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498·0208 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-9166 
ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRl, SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413-863-0218 
REALTOR' Email ~son1@comcast.net 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 

~1aissance IB~ilders 
~alitp, freftsmanship, &ginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 I] 

Beijing Station 
Chinese Restaurant Eat In, Carry Out & Catering 

Tuesday Special 
Buy One Meal, Get Second Meal 50% OFF! 

FREE DELIVERY 
51 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

413-863-8988 I 413-863-2666 

• Paving • Power Sweeping 
• Lanclscaping 
• Seal Coating 

• Excavating 
_ _. Demolition 
~Septic alls 

41!3. 772.2155 
cell: 325.5596 

WVfW,.J>arlowpavingexcavating.com 

MARK OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WINNER 

RON SICARD 
Sales Professional 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC . 
.'54MAIN ST 
PO BOX 729 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

Phone (413)773-3678 
. Fax (413) 774-5746 

OILLON@CROCKER.COM 
Toll Free 1-800-698-36 78 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25th 
Miro Sprague at 
Ristorante DiPoala, 
Turners Falls from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. 

moon.org. 
Partial pro­
ceeds to 
benefit the 
S p e a r 
Memorial 
Library. 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: 

At the Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls Jim 
Olsen's Rendezvous 
Ramble (honky-tonk 
DJin') 7 p.m. free. 
THEN: Butcher Holler 
(Eilen Jewell's Loretta 
Lynn Tribute) 9 p.m. 
$10 cover. 

La11ro Siersema, Talon of the Blackwater 
at Burrito Rbjo, T11rners Falls on Fridqy, 

March 5th at 8 p.m. 

Kristen Ford 
Band, lndie 
Rock, 9 to 
11pm 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, Harmonic 
Eclectic Rock, 9 to 11 pm 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Boston­
based musician Eric Schmider and his 
band The One Smith with Warwick 
singer-songwriter Santina King, 7:30 
p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Hallmark's own Ben Blaufuss and 
Ghost Quartet, $3 cover. 

Christina's, Erving: Love Bomb, 6 to 9 
p.m. (413) 423-3100. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27th 
Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse: 
singer-songwriter Tracy Grammer, 
who's been described by the Boston 
Globe as "one of the finest pure musi­
cians anywhere in folkdom," will grace 
the stage with her buddies Jim Henry 
(mandolin, dobro, guitar) and Guy 
DeVito (bass). From the uplifting to the 
down-low and back again, expect an 
evening of delicious music and warm 
camaraderie. Open Mic at 7:30 p.m. 
$6 to $15. (978) 544-5557, wwwwen-

At the 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lost 
Mountain and Appalachian still, $5 
cover. 

Christina's, Erving: Art steele, 6 to 9 
p.m. (413) 423-3100. 

THROUGH SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 28th 
The Gallery at Hallmari<, Avenue A, 
Turners Falls: Art + Space: Collected 
Work from Local Artists. 

Vermont Center of Photography, 
Brattleboro Photography by Evie 
Lovett and text by Suzanne Kingsbury, 
titled Four 
Days.· North 
American 
Indian Days on 
the Blackfeet 
Reservation, 
Browning 
Montana. 20% 
of the artist's 
proceeds from 
sales will be 
donated to the 
Piegan 
Institute in 
Browning, MT, a school which instructs 
students in the Blackfeet, or Piegan, 
language. Gallery is open Fridays 1 to 
6 p.m. and Noon-5 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28th 
Family Contra Dance with Wild 
Asparagus from 2:30-5:30 p.m. at the 
Guiding Star Grange, Greenfield. 
Contras, squares and singing. 
Family dance is a great way for people 
of all ages and abilities to learn. $8 
adults, $6 students & seniors, $4 kids, 
under 5 free. All proceeds benefit the 
Greenfield Center School. Info. 773-
1700. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Rik Ro/ski, 
Acoustic Guitar, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Family Dance, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. At the 
Montague Grange, Montague Center. 
Simple, happy dances paced for little 
feet. Perteet for 5 to 15 year olds. 
Sixteen to 601 Dances are always on 
the last Sunday of the month, from 
September through April. $4 per per­
son, or families $7 to $12 sliding scale, 
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and include a light snack. 

MONDAY, MARCH 1st 
T raprock Center for Peace 
and Justice 
hosts a Free 

iS Soup and 
~ Games Night at 
~ Hope and 
~ 0 I i V e , 
g Greenfield from 
8 5 to 8 p.m. 
~ Enjoy free soup 

minutes of Bugs, Daffy, Elmer, 
Roadrunner and faulty ACME products1 

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. Admission $6 for 
adults, $4 for kids under 12. Music 

and good com­
pany, and help support 
Traprock. In addition to 
donations, baked good­
ies will be available, and 
all the proceeds from the 
bar will go to T raprock 
Center for Peace and 
Justice. 
www.traprock.info. 

Photos by Evie Lovett on display at the 
Vermont Center of Photograpby in 

Brattleboro thro11gh 2/ 28. 

befor the 
movie at 7 
p.m. Friday 
D o u g 
Creighton and 
Bob Snope­
trad itional 
Quebecois 
music on 
melodeon and 
guitar. 
Saturday Last 
Night's Fun 
plays tradition­
al Irish tunes. 

SATURDAY, 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Slope Poetry from Jono Tosch and 
Lucy Ives, 7 p.m. followed by Terry 
Gilliam's Brazil on the big screen at 9 
p.m. no cover. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3rd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting & Crafts 
Night, 7 to 10 p.m. Any craft and any 
skill level welcome. Get a chance to win 
our monthly crafty gift with every $5 you 
spend at Craft night. Drawings held on 
the last Wednesday of the month. 

Ice Fishing Clinic Join State of MA's 
Jim Legacy for a free ice fishing clinic. 

Cometfy at the Shea, 
T11rners Falls. March 
6th. Showtime 8 p.m. 
Dave R/Jttigan head-

lines on S aturdqy, 
March 6th with 

Mike Cote (above), 
Maria Ciampa and 

Matt Donaher. (left). 

7:30 p.m. no cover. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 5th 

Meet at the 
picnic tables at 
Barton's Cove. 
Call more for 
more informa­
tion to 413-
863-3221. 
3:30 to 6 pm 
Boy scouts 
can fulfill their 
requirements 
for the fishing 
merit badge. 

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 3rd 
At the 
Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 
Fa I/town 
string Band, 

Greenfield Community College Chorus 
Concert: Preview Concert: Bach to 
Gospel: Choral Classics and More. 
12:15 p.m. GCC, Music Room, Main 
Building Room S-358. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Talon of the 
Blackwater. Laura Siersema, vocals, 
keyboard, Billy Klock, drums, Wim 
Auer, fretless bass. 8 p.m. No cover. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: High 
Country, Low-Fi with Jeffrey Foucault 
and friends, 9 p.m. $5 cover. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
MARCH 5th & 6th 
Anything Goes! Presented by T umers 
Falls High School and Great Falls 
Middle School. Music and lyrics by Cole 
Porter, 3/5 at 7 p.m. Saturday at 1 pm. 
and 7 p.m. Tickets and Information: 
863-7215. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: 
Looney Tunes Cartoon Festival. 90 

MARCH 6th 
Death & Taxes a new film about how 
people refuse to pay for war and redi­
rect their federal taxes toward peace. 
30-minute film shown at 4 p.m. in the 
upstairs meetingroom at Green Fields 
Market, Greenfield. Free, open to the 
public. Information: (413) 397-89-76. 

Comedy at the Shea, with Dave 
Rattigan, Mike Cote, Maria Ciampa, 
Matt D. at The Shea Theater, T umers 
Falls. Showtime 8 p.m., doors open at 7 
p m Tickets $15, available on-line at 
www.sheacomedycom or at World Eye 
Bookshop, Greenfield. Beer and wine 
served in the lobby before the show. 
Info (413) 863-2281. 

Siren Cafe, Greenfield: fund raising 
concert for The Brick House featuring 
North Poletapes (J.D. Hairston), Brian 
phantom Fairlane, Simon Eaton, Luke 
Eaton, Dakota Roberts, and Eric 
D'Ambra. The concert will start at 7 pm, 
a donation of $3-5 will be accepted. For 
more information contact: Bridger 
Felton, (413) 824-6446/Bridger@pow­
ertownmusic.eom. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Equalites, reggae, $5 cover, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Oscar Night! The big show on the bidg 
screen, free. 

ONGOING 
In the Great Hall of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls. March 
5th to March 27th. from Hombooks 
and Samplers to facebook and SMART 
Boards, Living and Leaming in the 
Connecticut River Valley Celebrate the 
Big Read through this interactive exhib­
it' 

C &ahlt; g'uzd Sfted-al, ) 
4:00 -5:00 p.m. 

15% off oil main entrees and pizzas 
(Alcohol not included; No other coupons combined) 

Friday Feb. 26th Love Bomb 
Saturday Feb. 27th Art Steele 

6 - 9 p.m. both nights 

Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays Iii 10:00 p.m. 

•• 

15 

Ill SPIT THI CHTH 
MONDAYS - Dro~n, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS-Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Frte ( except some trips), open to local 
kens. Some require permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376 

-

GREENFIELD 

~1~!~: 
413-7744881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri . February 26th to Thurs., March 4th 
1. PERCY JACKSON: LIGHT­
NING THIEF in DTS sound PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12 3:30 
2. COP OUT R in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. THE WOLFMAN R 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12 3 DAILY 7 9:30 
4. DEAR JOHN PG13 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. VALENTINE'S DAY PG13 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. THE CRAZIES R 
in DTS sound DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. SHUTTER ISLAND R 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 in DTS sound 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 2/26 9 to 11 p.m. 

~~ 
Harmonic Eclectic Rock 

Saturday, 2/27 9 to 11 p.m. 
K~enFotd'Bond lndie Rock 
Sunday, 2/28 8 to 10 p.m. 

~ik ~obki Acoustic Guitar 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wen dell Countzy St,,re 

THURS: 2/251 
first: JIM OLSEN'S RENDEZVOUS 

RAMBLE lhonky~onkDJin'l 7PM 
then: Butcher Holler (Eilen Jewell's 
Loretta Lynn Tribute) 9PMI $10 

FRI: 2/2619:30 PM I $5 
Hallmark's own Ben Blaufuss & 
GHOST QUARTET Haiti Benefit Show $5 

SAT: Z/27 I 9:30 PM I $5 
Lost Mountain and Appalachian Still 

SUN: 2/281 3-7PM I $3 
Winter Tea Oance w. DJ Lori B. 3-7PM 

TRY OUR NEW BREAKFAST 
PIZZA ON SUNDAY! 

78 THIRD STREET 
TUAIEAS FALLS. MA 
IEIIIEZVIUSTFMI.CDM 
TEL:413·863·2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lA\lUHA\lLYN JL lB~lR(O)V\VN. lD)\/1\\111 
Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 

COV1A.,'jlass~ol'\-ate al'\,c( PY"ofessi.ol'\-al CaY"e 
fol" yoL-<.Y' SV1A.,aLl Ali\,tlllA.,aL 

EXPANDED HOURS WITH DR. AMY RUBIN, OVM 

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 

Rau 's Auto DOLAN & tlbl::AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

,-.-,=--,,-
(413) 367-2475 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Rl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR1

~ mmP 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

One More Sign of Spring: Seed Trays 
ning full and quickly, it 
is not spotted by ice 
flows as it would be in 
a n01mal winter. I don't 
know what the winter 
snows ai1d ice fields 
were like in the river's 
no1them reaches. We 

ff~:f!!a,;~W!~l'i. may yet see a more 
n01mal flood of ice and 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK high water a little later 
on. Still it seems evi-

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - While 
last week brought another snow­
storm tmwelcome to those of us 
who garden, there were clear 
signs of spring in the air. The 
snow was fluffy and light and the 
air still smelled and felt different 
from the sha1p, dry winter atmos­
phere. Walking out to the main 
road, I heard first and then saw a 
flock of red winged blackbirds. 
These birds are often the first to 
return as we edge towards spring, 
giving their squeaking whistles. 
They sound as if they are trying 
out their voices for the first time 
in a long while. They are scrappy 
and resilient, traveling in packs 
and happily ignoring snowy 
weather. When I got to work I 
saw another great sign: a small 
clutch of robins. 

dent that this has been a 
milder and less snowy season for 
us as we missed the major st01ms 
that socked the mid-Atlantic 
states. 

In ai1y case, the bird calls are 
sh·onger, the days lengthen, and 
the squiITels chase each other 
madly. Recently I saw a crow 
gatheriI1g sticks at the top of a tall 
piI1e. 

It's tune to strut seeds for the 
eai·ly garden. The mle of thumb is 
to set out seeds six to eight weeks 
before you expect to put the 
plai1ts iI1 the gi·ound outside. This 
week I'm starting leek and onion, 
lettuce and spinach to get a jump 
on the garden. I expect to plant 
these seedlings out in mid to late 
April. 

ers to ditt. I have some specially 
developed seed sta1ter which is 
no more than equal paits of 
sphagi1um moss and ve1miculite. 
This mix is really too light and 
lacks the nutritive values of soil 
so I am going to use it mixed half 
and half with potting ditt. You 
cai1 create or buy your own mix; 
the goal is a gi·owing medium 
which will allow for maximmn 
root development iI1 a short peri­
od of time. You want the gi·owing 
medium to hold water, but not too 
much, as one of the major losses 
in early seedlings is caused by 
over-wateriI1g. This promotes the 
fongus that causes dampiI1g off. 

Once you have mixed the 
planting medium, water lightly 
and stir so that the mix is evenly 
moist but not wet. If you can pour 
exh·a water off, it is too wet and 
you are better off leaving it to dty 
out a bit before you begin plant­
ing. 

Most seed packets contain tips 
for achieving the gi·eatest genni­
nation rate and for depth of plant­
ing. Note if your seeds require 
light to ge1minate. If so, merely 
press the seed iI1to the soil but do 
not cover. Othe1wise, plant about 
the depth of the size of your 
seeds. Leek and onion seed ai·e 
tiny; they should be just covered 

with ditt. For all seeds, press the 
ditt finnly over them so as to cre­
ate contact with the soil. Seed 
your plant h·ays spai-ingly, espe­
cially if you are averse to tllll1-
ning. 

Most any recycled contaiI1er 
cai1 be used: plastic gi·oce1y h-ays 
which held mushrooms or 
gi·eens, egg caitons, old baking 
h·ays, etc. Fill with soil, plant 
your seeds ai1d cover with clear 
plastic bags or wrap or lids to 
keep the moisture iI1. Read the 
seed packets for ge1mination 
times and watch carefully. Once 
the seedlings show a stem or leaf, 
remove the covers for daytime in 
the sm1 and replace covers at 
night to keep in the waimtl1. Use 
a waiming pad or place on the top 
of your refrigerator to speed ger­
mination. 

Once your seedlings ai·e up, 
allow a good square inch around 
the sturdiest ones, and be mthless 
in weediI1g out small or weakly 
producing plants. While these 
steps seem wasteful of seed, keep 
the goal iI1 mind, which is to pro­
duce the strongest, healthiest 
specimens to jump sta1t your gai·­
den. 

Once your seedliI1gs develop 
their hue leaves, think about re­
planting in new soil, allowing 

each seedling to expand its roots 
to the fullest. At this point allow 
two to tlll'ee square inches of 
gi·owiI1g room for each seedliI1g, 
and begiI1 feeding your plants 
weekly with a weak mixture of 
water and a foliar stitnulai1t like 
liquid seaweed. If you have thor­
oughly aged manure, you cai1 just 
put a little in a quait of tepid 
water and create a 1nild manure 
tea. 

When your seedlings look like 
the staiter plants you find at the 
faimers mai·ket, it's tune to think 
about gettiI1g them iI1to tl1e gar­
den. About a week or so before 
temperatures have moderated and 
your garden soil has dt-ied out 
enough, begin to harden up new 
plants by puttiI1g them outdoors 
in a sheltered place on warm, 
sunny days. Avoid days when it is 
wiI1dy because it will dry out 
your plai1ts and stress the stems 
ai1d roots urmecessai·ily. When 
you cai1 gi·asp a handful of garden 
ditt, squeeze it together in your 
hand and it cmmbles, let tl1e 
planting begin. Don't wony 
about frosty nights. These eai-ly 
crops can take it. 

Sit back ai1d enjoy the 
prospect of tl1e earliest fresh let­
tuce and spinach to be fotmd! 

Happy gardening! It may be hue that both of 
these typical harbingers of spring 
never left us during this waim 
winter. They may not have gone 
south but instead moved just a bit 
southward, poised for ai1 early 
return to our ai·ea. I do know that 
many of the winter birds I expect 
at the feeder never showed up 
this yeai·. The common flocks of 
hungiy pmple finches and 
goldfinches may have moved 
down from 1101them New 
England, but only a few 
goldfinches showed up in my 
yard. 

Staiting your own plants from 
seed is not difficult and does not 
demand much equipment. Light 
is the most critical. We ai·e f01tu­
nate in having a south-faciI1g sun­
room, but a few gi·ow lights will 
se1ve as well. You cai1 also rely 
on a windowsill for your eai-ly 
seed staiting, but you will need 
one which will receive sh·ong stm 
for the better part of the day. 
You'll also wai1t to attend to tum­
iI1g the seed h·ay ai·om1d daily to 
avoid tall, thin gi·owth as the 
developing seedlings sh·etch to 
reach the maximum solai· expo­
sure. 

Rl1odode11dro11 - A Sl1r11b for all Seaso11s 

While the Connecticut is mn-
Get yourself a light plantiI1g 

mix, usually one pa1t soil lighten-

seed and Propagation workshop 
GILL - On Sunday, Febmary 
28th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at Laughing Dog Fa1m iI1 
Gill, we will review basic horti­
culture regarding seeds, seed 
biology, genetics, seed saving, 
seed storage, testiI1g and viabili­
ty, as well as the significance of 
heirlooms and other open-polli­
nated seeds. Home mixing small 
batches of compost-based ger­
mination and potting soil will be 
demonstrated, along with seed­
ing, genniI1ation and growing 
options, especially for small 

spaces, using 1niilllnal heat. We 
will also demonstrate and prac­
tice several propagation sho1t­
cuts like using cluster grown 
seedlings h·ansplanted to multi­
cell flats. Damping off disease 
and measures to prevent 
seedling m01tality will be dis­
cussed at this basic level work­
shop. Greenhouse tour followed 
by hot soup and informal discus­
sion. Donation suggested. For 
directions write to 
dbotkin@valinet.com, or call 
( 413) 863-8696. 

BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Beautiful, pmposeful, hardy and 
happy in its environment, the 
rhododendt·on plays host to the 
Breakfast Club of visitors to our 
bird feeder at Cold Brook Fa1m. 
It also offers tribute to a lady of 
ai1 earlier generation who real­
ized this evergi·een bush would 
settle the big faimhouse into its 
site. 

In earlier days, tl1e house was 
impressive; tall elms gave it a 
frame, but the porches did not 
nestle in, as they do today. 
Perhaps there was no need for 
handsome bushes. It was a busy 
place. A hitching post with a 
steppiI1g stone gi·eeted visitors. 
The elm tree near the house had 
a real swiI1g, a wooden board 
ai1d long ropes that reached to 
the high branches, ai1d chal­
lenged the timid. A croquet set 
was up and down as its players 
wished, and was open to any 
aptitude and skill. Just stay out 
of grandtnother's white rose bed. 

The elm trees succmnbed to 
Dutch Elm disease, and were 

replaced by maples. The hitch­
ing post and stepping stones 
were victims of low-slung mod­
em vehicles, an up-to-date ver­
sion of swiI1g and play equip­
ment went to the backyai·d, and a 
foresighted lady saw tl1at rhodo­
dendt·on was suited to tl1e front 
lawn. 

Right now iI1 Febmaiy, its 
evergi·een leaves are shiny and 
full. They are little umbrellas 
that curl with tl1e cold to con­
se1ve moisture, and on a zero 
morning, 
they are 
tightly bat­
t e n e d 
down. You 
can guess 
the temper­
ature by 
the open­
ing and 
closing of the little umbrellas. 
The top branches offer spots in 
the sun to waim up. The lower 
branches ai·e close enough to dis­
courage the jays, if not keep 
them completely out. The birds 
that use the feeders have a spot 

to show off, and a handy shelter. 
Come spring, ai1d the rhodo­

dendron will soon flower again. 
Its big rose blossoms ai·e a spec­
tacular show for little work, ai1d 
they make fine cut flowers. A 
nest in the middle of the hedge 
has been occupied for some 
yeai·s, but the nest is only seen in 
winter. Thick foliage in summer 
hides the occupants nicely. 

Perhaps best of all, rhododen­
dt·ons like our acid soil. They 
generally manage our winters 

well. They should 
be shaped up 
immediately after 
blossoming. They 
will accept trim­
ming any time, but 
the next year's 
buds fonn very 
sho1tly after 
bloom, and out-of­

order ti-imming then means no 
flowers tl1e next yeai·. 

Always handsome, shelter in 
winter, blossom in sp1111g, ele­
gant in smnmer and fall, the rho­
dodendt·on is a shmb for all sea­
sons. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 
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Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

daily soups and lunch specials! 

4 Main Road, Gill 

dynamic caffeination 
warm friendly service 
brown bag catering 

Mon - Fri 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

413-863-0033 




