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Toni Wilson

BY KATHLEEN
LITCHFIELD
ERVING - Every morn-
ing, Toni Wilson steps
outside the back door of

know them by the three-
egg omelets they order
weekly or the homemade
chocolate chip cookie
they crave after lunch.

Schools Seek 6.8% Budget Increase

BY DAVID DETMOLD

MONTAGUE - Gill-Montague
Regional School Superintendent
Sue Gee brought a preliminary bud-
get request to the Montague finance
committee of $14,411.405 for the
coming fiscal year, up by $917.023
- or nearly 6.8% - over what it took
to run the schools
last year. Based on
the percentage of

tion increase of 3% for state aid ear-
lier in the budget year, still Gee
called the prospect of level funded
state aid "a bonus for us. Districts
which have lost enrollment are
being held harmless." Gee said the

Gill-Montague Regional Schools
have seen a decline in student

expanding the enrollment of the
Great Falls Middle School to
include 6th graders. "to fully utilize
the amazing facility we have." and
to conduct tours and open houses of
the district schools. "We really need
to focus on building the district."
she said. "It's going to be a three to
five year process."
But in the end.
Gee said. the dis-

the Box Car "There's Montague  stu- trict schools "will
Restaurant, never a dents (888) and be a good benefit
stretches stranger Gill students to the town, to
her arms who comes (139) projected to bring in new resi-
a n d in that door. e enrolled in the dents. We're
exclaims to They're System Montague poised in a posi-
the snow- friends [ may face a tive place."
topped fia% @ $777.727 increase Unexpected
trees tower- made yet." in its school state revenue
ing over the said the 44-  assessment, and increases in
railroad year-o 1d Gill a $139.295 1'egj0na] trans-
tracks. Wilson. who  increase, if no o 2 : portation aid, char-
"Goo d has run the DeW revenues are GMRSD business manager Lynn Bassett (left) and superintendent Sue Gee ter school reim-
Morning Box Car found and no  zalk with selectworan Pat Allen as finance commitiee chair Jeff Singleton goes ~ bursement, and
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With a with her made. But Gee Circuit Breaker
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by name as they walk in A Northborough "The governor has called for parable to the Greenfield and towns this year - $824.429 to

the front door of the 150-
year-old former train
depot. If she doesn't know
their names, she might

Coyotes 1n the Night

BY ALAN EMOND
COLRAIN - The air is

frigid, the moon is near full and the souls
of the trees are imprinted in darkened
outlines breaking the purity of glistening
snow cover. Ten p.m., February 5th. out

on the deck breathing in

native, Wilson dreamed
about operating the small

see WILSON pg. 10

level funding Chapter 70 (state aid
for education) to our district," said
Gee. Although the state Department
of Education had projected an infla-

Mohawk Regional schools, and
vowed to work to correct that trend
by advertising the advantages of the
new Turners Falls High School,

Montague and $135,332 to Gill -
after adding back 7.34 teaching

see FINANCE pg. 9

gluing air, gazing out at hills and forest
not visible on most evenings. Clouds roll
by and darkness is again complete.
There in the not so distant mowing a
cry clings to the wind until it reaches
your ear. Then silence, followed by
another cry, joined by multiple voices. A
choir of primitive origin, passing over
polished teeth, this song can cause a
rush of adrenalin manifested by the tin-
gling of your skin. The hairs on the
back of your neck rise involuntarily,
with a reswrrection of forgotten
instincts. Few experiences here in
Massachusetts can bring us back to a
place so ancient. We no longer answer
to a call of the wild except on rare
occasions, when the last of the large
beasts or predators cross our paths.
Meeting a bear in the woods, a moose
crossing the road, a hawk striking its
prey. or the song of the wild coyotes.
Canis Latrans, the eastern coyote,
did not inhabit our landscape until the
later half of the 20th century. This
canine is a cross between a western
coyote and a northern timber wolf. It
has, on average, longer legs than its
western relatives and a wide variation

see COYOTE pg. 10

cool; no, it's

the dry nose-

Don’t Take My Coat of
Kodachrome Away

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat at the Turners Falls High School

BY DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS -
Under the able direction
of Nick Waynelovich,
the cast and crew of the
Turners Falls High
School / Great Falls
Middle School’s produc-
tion of Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s Joseph and the
Amazing  Technicolor
Dream Coat tumed in a
handsome performance
this weekend, in the
school’s beautiful new
auditorium. The fine set
production by Randy
and Vanessa Ames, fea-
turing a pyramid back-
drop, the looming Eye of
Horus, and a larger than
life bust of Tutankhamen
stage right, and the lumi-

THEATER REVIEW

nous lighting design of
Tyler DeRuiter set off
the proceedings splen-
didly. The pit orchestra:
Laura Savl on piano;
Mimi York. flute; Steve
Ciechomski, Trumpet:

2\ NELOVICH

Egyptian Go-Go Gm’.f surround Pharoah Andy Stewart
in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat

Scott Bryant, drums;
Tom Ulrich, Bass; and
the maestro himself,
Nick Waynelovich on
keyboards kept the score
lively and upbeat

see JOSEPH pg. 12
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_PET OF THE WEEK

Crossdressing
Hound

Rodney is a two-year-old
neutered male pit bull terrier in
need of a good home. Rodney
loves everybody! He is a funny
guy who likes to get dressed up
in dog coats or costumes. He
loves hanging out with all his-
pals (everybody he meets is his
pal). He would love to have a
person of his very own who will
give him the all-over body mas-
sages that he craves! He is good
with both dogs and cats, and
kids over 12. Look past the
breed, you will find a fun, easy
dog! To learn more about adopt-
ing Rodney, please contact the
Dakin Animal Shelter in
Leverett at 548-9898 (ask for
Lori) or wvia email at
info@dakinshelter.org

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

BUYING AND SELLING
USED BOOKS
32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR
SHELBURNE FALLS

ndole@crocker.com  closed Mondays

Saturday, Feb. 26th

FREE

HOUSE KEY~*

With this ad and minimum $5 purchase
Limit 1 per customer
*KW1, SC1. Y1, Y11 or INS only

187 Avenue A, Tumers Falls - 863-4346
95 Years of Paint Know-How

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday
24 3rd Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050

reporter(@montaguema.net

Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
24 3rd Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy dead-
line is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be
liable for errors in advertise-
ments. but will print without
charge that part of the adver-
tisement in which an error
occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse
advertising for any reason
and to alter copy or graphics
to conform to standards of the
newspaper

Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

Millers Falls
Library News

Music &
Movement

BY LIINDA HICKMAN
MILLERS FALLS - The week-
Iy Music and Movement series
with Judy and "Hound Dog" is
happening at the Millers Falls
Library on Friday mornings at
10 am. during March - June.
Young children of all ages and
their families or caregivers are
invited to the free programs.
Registration is not required. The
program is cosponsored by the
Gill-Montague Council of the
Family Network. For more
information, please call 863-
3214.

Writers Wanted
Montague Reporter
413-863-8666

Former TFHS swim team co- captams Kdly Ya.n.kowskl a_nd
Kaitlyn Kociela swam at the Division II & IIT New England
Championships this past weekend at Bentley College.
Yankowski, who now attends Keene State College, came in
1st and 3rd place in her individual events including the 50-
vard freestyle. Kociela, pictured above, now attends Eastern
Connecticut and was 17th in the 500-yard freestyle on
Saturday, ninth in the 1,000-yard freestyle on Friday and
tenth in the 400-yard individual medley. She established per-
sonal bests in the trials and finals of all three events: 11:51.83
in the 1,000, 5:50.35 in the 500 and 5:21.72 in the 400 IM.

Smith Sprlng Bulb Show

NORTHAMPTON - A spec-
tacular array of blossoming cro-
cuses, hyacinths, narcissi, irises.
lilies and tulips will provide an
early glimpse of spring at Smith
College's Lyman Conservatory
from Saturday, March 5th to
Sunday, March 20th. The annu-
al spring bulb show is open
daily to the public, for a sug-
gested donation of $1, from 10
am. to 4 p.m. and on Friday
nights March 11th and 18th
from 6 to 8 pm. Parking is
available on College Lane for
the two weeks of the show.

On Friday, March 4th, horti-

cultural consultant John Bryan
will open the show with a lec-
ture, titled "A World of
‘Wonderful Bulbs."

Bryan's lecture, which is free
and open to the public, will take
place at 7:30 p.m. in the Carroll
Room of the Campus Center
and will be followed by a recep-
tion and preview of the bulb
show in the illuminated Lyman
Conservatory.

The Lyman Conservatory is
wheelchair accessible. For more
information: (413) 585-2740 or
visit the website at
http://www.smith.edu/garden.

SENIOR GENTER ACTIVITIES Feh. 28th - March 4th

MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth St.. Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p-m. for activities and congre-
gate meals. Advanced regis-
tration at many of our activi-
ties is necessary. We need to
know how many people will
be joining so we can be pre-
pared. A suggested donation
of $1 per exercise class is
appreciated. Lunch reserva-
tions need to be called in by
11:30 a.m. the day before. Call
Bunny Caldwell at 863-9357
weekdays between 9:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. (Leave message
on machine at other times.)
Transportation to the center
can be provided. Trip coordi-
nator is Jean Chase. Make trip
reservations by calling 772-
6356. Payment and menu
choice is due three weeks
prior to trip. All Hawthorne
trips leave from the parking
lot on First Street across from
the Police Station.

Monday, 28th

9:45 am. Aerobics

11:00 am. PACE Aerobics
Tuesday, 1st

9:30 am. Tai Chi
Wednesday, 2nd

10:15 a.m. Aerobics

11:00 p.m. HEATH PLAN
options for seniors
12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, 3rd

1:.00 pm. Pitch

10:00 am. Tnad fishing derby at
Barton Cove, preregister by 2/18

Friday, 4th

9:45 am. Aerobics

10:00 am. Coffee &
Conversation

11:00 am. PACE Aerobics

12:30 pm. SAFE STEPS prevent
falling.

Painting for Seniors will start
Tuesday. March 1st fiom 1 to 3:30
pm. and continue every Tuesday

through April 5th. Preregistration
is necessary. Gill and Montague
residents $10, others $15. Call
center momings to register.

The Elder Fire Safety Project has
been rescheduled to March 10th at
11 am. Kitchen safety and escape
planning are among the topics
covered, fiee smoke alamms and
emergency lights will be distrib-
uted. Installation can be arranged
as needed. Advance sign-up rec-
ommended.

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School. 1st Floor), is

open  Monday  through
Thursday from 9 am. to 3
p-m. for activities and congre-
gate meals. For information
and reservations call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center director
at (413) 423-3308. Lunch
daily at 11:30 a.m. with reser-
vations a day in advance by
11:00 a.m. Transportation can
be provided for meals,
Thursday shopping, or med-
ical necessity by calling Dana
Moore at (978) 544-3898.

Monday, 28th

9:30 a.m. Exercise
9:45 a.m. Library
Tuesday, 1st

9:00 a.m. Aerobics
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag
12:30 p.m. Oil Painting
Wednesday, 2nd

10:00 Line Dancing
10-11 a.m. Blood Pressure
12:15 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, 3rd

8:30-10 am. Foot Clinic
9:00 a.m. Aerobics

WENDELL Senior Center,
located in the town offices on
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for
info, schedule of events or to
coordinate transportation.

CORRECTION

The headline for last
week’s front page article
discussing the Erving
School Committee’s ‘06
budget request should
have read “School
Committee Stands Firm
on $1.704 million ‘06
Budget.” The incorrect
figure in the headline,
$1.562 million, was actu-
ally Erving’s ‘05 school
budget figure.

Mo
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BURRITOS,

BOWLS,
SOFT TACOS,
QUESADILLAS

Now serving
People’s Pint Beer
on tap!

(413) 772-2531

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield
Hours: Mon - Sat 11:30 am -9 pm

ROOM wiTH A LOOM

&
LOUISE MINKS'

MILL WORKS STUDIO
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Local Authors Have the Last Word

BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE
MILLERS FALLS - On a rainy
night, Wednesday, February
16th the Friends of the
Montague Public Library held
their second annual Meet Local
Authors evening at the Millers
Falls Library. The compact
space provided an intimate set-
ting for the crowd of two dozen
attendees to mingle with six
area writers, peruse their works,
and listen as each spoke of his
or her unique approach to the
literary craft.

Sprinkled with a good mea-
sure of wit and wisdom, they
talked about the process of writ-
ing and told how they had cho-
sen their subject matter. David
James, who sometimes writes
for the religion pages at the
Recorder, is co-author with
Louise Shattuck of Spirit and
Spa: A Portrait of the Mind and
Soul of a 133-Year OId
Spiritualist Community in Lake
Pleasant, Massachusetts.

Their collaboration took root
after James became involved in
the National Spiritual Alliance.
Shattuck, a third generation res-
ident of Lake Pleasant, suggest-
ed they undertake writing a
book about the history of the
village. They researched, wrote
and published it at their own
expense. James, who refers to
Shattuck as "the Oracle of Lake
Pleasantries" defers to her as the
mover and shaker of the project.
However, Shattuck returns the
favor by calling him "the guid-
ing force" behind the book.
‘Whatever the case may be. their
collaboration is responsible for
putting together an informative
and important compilation of
local lore, and period photos of
an unusual Spiritualist center in
the middle of Montague.

On a different subject, Ann
Feitelson, an accomplished
painter, knitter, quilter and
author, talked about her passion
for crafts. Her book, entitled
The Art of Fair Island Knitting,
published in 1997, focuses on
the work of women of the
Shetland Isles from the perspec-
tive of an art historian. Having
earmed an MFA in painting and
an MA in Art History. Feitelson
is well versed to delve into the
topic. On display at the library
that evening were beautiful
examples of her work in tradi-
tional patterns. A number of her
colorful sweaters were joined
by a stunning quilt that
appeared on the cover of

Quilter's Newsletter Magazine
in April, 2004.
Feitelson spoke of her long-

Although she started by pen-

ning wonderful Christmas cards
cherished by family and friends,

from
into
he

recalls racing dogs
Chestnut Hill Road
Wendell State Forest as

Local authors Louise Shattuck, lefl, and Ray Coppinger, center, speak at the Millers Falls Library while Jobn

time interest in "women's
crafts" and explained that these
were not defined as art when she
was a student in the 1970s. But
all that has changed. A passion-
ate craftsperson, when asked to
write a book about Fair Island
knitting, she said, "I knew of no
other answer than, "Yes."

Chris Sawyer-Laucanno
began his authorial career in the
1970s, but, as he points out, he
has been writing since he was
little. He has taught writing at
MIT for 23 years and has writ-
ten a number of books. These
include biographies of e.e.cum-
mings and Paul Bowles, transla-
tions of Spanish, French, and
Mayan works, and poetry. One
of his passions is to make litera-
ture more accessible to every-
one. "Literature is increasingly
something academics have
ruined. They've made it their
cloistered province," he says.
Sawyer-Laucanno, who began
his career as a writer for hire,
clearly enjoys his work. While
stating that his biography of
cummings probably earned him
no more than fifty cents an hour,
he turned down other projects
while writing it over the last few
years. As for his translations, he
says, "I translate only what I
love," striving to introduce less-
er-known international authors
to Americans. At present he is
planning on returning to Mexico
to complete a travel book on the
Yucatan.

GIRL SCOUT
COOKIE SALE

Saturday, March 5th

9 a.m. to Noon

Food City in Turners Falls
For more information call
Pam Grimard at 863-2436.

"It's jus.l‘ a stone's throi from reaﬂ(y
Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor

MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544-8646

Lockes Village Rd.

1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

Reynolds, right, listens.

and did not intend to become a
published author, that changed
for Agnes Fitch Williams when
she reached her mid-70s and
undertook a project that became
A Legacy of Love: the Story of
Walter and Ruth Williams and
the Williams Farm. This book is
the story of her husband Jim's
parents and their lives on a
Sunderland dairy farm. "My
first instinct was to write about
what I remembered." she said,
but her editor kept asking spe-
cific questions which drove her
to provide much more descrip-
tive detail than she had original-
ly planned. The book has
received a lot of local interest.
More importantly, she says,
"The nicest thing is that our
children enjoy it so much. We
now feel we know our grand-
parents, they say." According to
the author, the book took two
and a half years to write. In the
process she learned how to use a
computer and to deal with the
demands of an editor. Asked if
writing was something she
would continue doing, she
smiled and said "The other day I
saw an eagle flying outside my
window and out of it came a
poem."

Dogs are his passion, yet Ray
Coppinger will tell you, "I am
not a sentimentalist on dogs. I
wouldn't want one in the
house." Coppinger was a cham-
pion dogsled racer for twelve
years until retiring in 1977. He

Weight loss isn't easy,
but the formula is simple:

Burn more calories than you
consume & strength train 2 to 3
times a week.

The ¥'s Personal Fitness Program is Step
One for changing your longterm fithess
habits. Join the Y and take advantage of
this successiul beginner program! Our
trainers support you every step of the way.

YMGA in Greenfield » 451 Main Street
Greenfield, MA 01301 « 773-3646

raised them and became an
expert on their lives and behav-
or. "I was always an experi-
mentalist." he said. referring to
his animal handling techniques.
His success resulted in his being
called on to "design" hybridized
dogs for sheep herding and to
work with service dogs.
Coppinger and his wife Lorna

WRITERS WANTED

We welcome submissions
on topics of general interest.
Correspondents also needed

to cover meetings.

The
fMlontague
Reporter

413-863-8666

are the authors of Dogs: A New
Understanding of Canine
Origin, Behavior, and
Evolution, published in 2001.
The book discusses the evolu-
tion of dogs, wolves, working
dogs and yes. the domestic dog.
But the author's keen under-
standing of sled dogs becomes
apparent when asked about
these amazing animals. He takes
out his book and points to a
photo showing two dogs whose
posture is a warning sign of
impending trouble. “As a racer I
would have my eye on those
two, and would likely remove
them from the team. To keep
them in could damage their abil-
ity to race again,” he explained.

As for being an author. he
says, "Writing a book is not an
easy task. I would write and my
wife would cry - what do you
want me to do with that?" Adds
Coppinger, "My wife is the
brains, and I'm the mouth."

Much credit is due to the
Friends of the Library for
putting on such a rewarding
evening. Accompanied by a
copious table of food and drink,
the authors shone in this setting,
and the Millers Falls Library
brought the writer and the writ-
ten word together with the pub-
lic once again. We look forward
to next year's gathering.

Donate your
deer, elk, bear, or
other hides
for use in a

NATIVE AMERICAN
CULTURAL
EDUCATIONAL PROJECT
Contact Joe Graveline

at 413-498-4318

CarpeTech

Residential and Commercial
Cleaning, window washing, floor stripping and waxing, pressure cleaning

Under new
ownership:
Tim Vassar,

[ Carpetech

RescerialGommerdal Geaning Senioe

at your
service for
over 30
years in the

proprietor

(413) 772-6970

Pioneer Valley

P.O. Box 161, Greenfield, MA 01302

/.(o“" ¢ Clear Cﬁo fc\\

QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS

SUNRISE
(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimales

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

| Mass. Contracior Keq. 2107 141
Mass. License #052565

®

JOE GRAVELINE
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Friends of
the Montague Reporter

BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE -
The Montague Reporter is two
and a half years old, and contin-
ues to grow. Since its inception
in October of 2002, the
Reporter has evolved into the
'‘paper of record' for our commu-
nity. Offering extensive, in-
depth coverage of local news
and events, reports on the
schools, thoughtful commen-
tary. cartoons, police log, an
advice column and so much
more, it has truly become the
Voice of the Villages.

During this period of growth,
the community-owned nonprof-
it paper has relied on the hard
work of its editor, David
Detmold, a number of part-time
staff for layout, local correspon-
dents and illustrators and a ded-
icated core of volunteers who
help get the paper out each
week.

Paper routes have become
established in Millers Falls.
Montague Center, and Turners
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Falls, and more are planned, to
reduce the cost of home delivery
below the newsstand price.

Subscriptions have continued
to build toward the 500 mark,
more are sold at the stores and
restaurants, and advertising rev-
enues have remained steady.
Not bad for a little weekly.

But the time has come to
consider the long-term stability
of the paper and to build a
stronger base of support in order
to insure its continued success.

The Friends of the Montague
Reporter is being formed to
work towards that goal. It will
be committed to supporting the
paper and its staff through out-
reach, special projects, feedback
or other suggestions put forth by
those who attend. All that is
needed to take part is an interest
in the well-being of the paper. It
is not necessary fo be a writer to
join. This will not be a board of
directors or a committee that
requires frequent attendance.
How does once a month sound,
and summers off with no meet-
ings?

Interested?

The first meeting of the
Friends of the Montague
Reporter will take place at the
newspaper office on Tuesday
evening, March 22nd at 7 p.m.
But don't wait until then. Pick
up the phone and call Phil at
367-9267 or David at 863-8666
and get involved.

We welcome your
letters.

The Hlontague
Reporter

24 3rd 5t Tumners Falls, MA 01376
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net

SIGN ME UP!

Now only $20 for 26 issues!

The Flontague Reporter

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376

Address

“Stonewall’s my middle name.”

Jim Senn will come before the Montague selectboard on March 7th to discuss his plan
for opening up access to the public cemetery on town-owned Dry Hill Road.
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LETTER TO

THE EDITOR

Fair and Open Process a Must

I strongly support the
Montagtie Reporter's call for a
fair and open process for deter-
mining our local cable access
provider. There is a right way
and a wrong way to determine
who will provide a $70.000 ser-
vice to our town. The passage of
three years does not make some-
thing fundamentally wrong,
right. What happened in 2001
set a bad precedent that should
be rejected, whatever the final
decision on local access may be.

There is not only a core prin-
ciple at stake here but also a

practical  consideration. Is
Montague really getting the
most for it's $70.000? Are there
really "economies of scale" in
the current arrangement with
GCTV that benefit Montague or
are we simply pouring money
into GCTV's central office? Is
Montague actually represented
on the GCTV board? Could
another entity provide more
local programming, outreach
and oversight? There is one
basic way to answer these ques-
tions and it seems to me that we
have a right to pursue it.

I continue to be perplexed by
the unwillingness of a few
GCTV supporters to endorse a
fair RFP-style process (in 2001
or now)! They clearly think
GCTV is the best organization
to run local access in Montague.
‘Why not make their case in the
light of day in accordance with
the letter and spirit of the state's
open bidding laws?

- Jeff Singleton
Montague Center

Celebrating International
Women’s Day

Wednesday, March 2nd

Open House at the New
England Learning Center for
Women in Transition (NEL-
CWIT), 10 Park Street,
Greenfield, 4:30 - 6 pm., in
honor of International Women's
Day. International finger foods
and music in a celebratory
atmosphere, and conversations
with members of the board of
directors and staff about their
work. Free. Information: 772-
0871.

Thursday, March 3rd
Film Showing: "Afghanistan
Unveiled" documents the

effects on Afghani women of
both the Taliban's repressive
rule and the recent US military
campaign. 6:30 p.m., Greenfield
Community College TV studio,
Mam Campus, part of an area-
wide celebration of
International Women's Day:
group discussion to follow film
showing: light refreshments and
literature  tables. Free.
Information: 775-1152

Tuesday, March 8th

Rally in  honor of
International Women's Day,
Greenfield Town Common, 4
p-m., featuring singing, speak-

ing circle, dancing, the Raging
Grannies, and a pots-and-pans
symphony led by Ellen Clegg.
Free. Information: 367-9356

Wednesday, March 9th
Lecture and Slide Show by
fabric artist Deborah Kiuger.
from noon to 1 p.m. at GCC,
Stinchfield Lecture Hall,
Greenfield Community College.
Main Campus, in conjunction
with the Fiber and Feminism art
exhibit in the GCC library and
in celebration of International
Women's Day and Women's
History Month. Free.
Information, 775-1152.

located here?
building?

located on?

PIGTURE PRIZE
PULLLE

Can you guess what Turners building was
Who was to have the first use of the new
What three street corners was the building

The prize is one Flying Eagle Gold Dollar.
Mail a postcard c/o Pete 01354.



February 24, 2005 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 5
GUEST EDITORIALS
1 )
Can Organic Food Really Save Us:
BY DAN BOTKIN seeds. organic food gardening aren’t simple: increased profit. We’ve Today. across North

GILL - Many say the world is
ruled by money, some say oil;
now others are talking about the
coming “Water Wars™ as global
aquifers become stretched.
depleted. and polluted. I tend to
see food as the common
denominator, the great mega-
issue that links us all in the
global community. Think about
it, when all talk of economics,
war, politics, terrorism and eth-
nic difference is said and done,
food is the last. most hopeful
thing between us.

Ultimately the passion for
quality food inspired me to
develop two plus acres of raised
beds by my home in Gill and
then to share some of its harvest
through a neighborhood com-
munity supported agriculture
farm (CSA). Who’d a thunk it?
A kid from Long Island who
grew up eating pizza. spaghetti
and hot dogs now grows (and
eats!) nine varieties of heirloom
beets — red. white, candy-
striped, even golden — and an
ancient, Italian broccoli that
looks like it invented fractal
geometry!

Whereas gardening and
micro-farming has been, in the
past, a pleasant, tasty and philo-
sophically satisfying hobby,
today I can’t not produce food
for my family and friends. It
isn’t that I expect or believe the
worst. But 9/11 did again focus
light on the precarious supply
chain required to bring most
people’s food to supermarkets
and stores. Understanding
these risks, I cannot, in good
conscience, fail to grow a ton of
seasonal, storable and nutritious
foods for our annual needs.
While some feel safer with a
retirement account, a bit of gold
in a vault, or a firearm in the
cellar, myself, I want a cellar
full of spuds and a larder full of

Today. the big picture food
equation is changed by the abil-
ity of backyard gardeners and
urban-dwellers, using bio-
dynamics, raised beds, com-
posting and other intensive
methods, to grow substantive -
in fact amazing - quantities of
high-value and nutritious food
crops on limited or minimal
acreage. This fact stands in
interesting juxtaposition to the
so-called “Green Revolution™,
which laid claim to the bold
idea that petroleum-based fertil-
izers, agricultural mechaniza-
tion and super-yielding hybrids
would “eradicate hunger in our
time.” But the geniuses that
brought wus the  Green
Revolution didn’t accurately
calculate the cost of poisoned,
depleted soil, chemical depend-
ency and endlessly imported
fossil fuel. And really, what
good has it done for the
world’s hungry that Monsanto
can record astonishing yields of
(Roundup ReadyTM) soybeans
in the American heartland?

In light of this failure. back-
yard or urban food farming
emerges not as a fad but as a
hopeful piece of an integrated,
sustainable, global food provi-
sion system for the future. The
real potential of “square inch”
gardening techniques teaches
us that, come what may. fami-
lies, small neighborhoods as
well as whole villages and
towns, in all kinds of climates,
can once again produce their
own food. In other words, it’s
time to stop waiting for those on
the top to safeguard our collec-
tive food security. Local, organ-
ic, micro-agriculture is a con-
crete, affordable and simple
way each of us can start to fix
the food security problem from
the grass roots up.

The principles of intensive,

rocket science. When a society,
Cuba for example, makes back-
yard agriculture a national poli-
cy, vou see food producing
micro-gardens sprouting in
every barrio. Today, there are at
least 400 neighborhood gardens
in Havana alone, all organic, all
with lines at the gates every
morning and night. In progres-
sive-minded North American
cities like Seattle and Portland,

-

R

Oregon. community gardening
initiatives and urban food pro-
duction have become part of the
status quo. All around America
we see hopeful new “farm - to -
school” cafeteria initiatives as
local educators and public
health officials attempt to
improve poor eating habits and
address obesity.

For anyone under the illusion
that government, in league with
corporate food giants, has our
best food safety and security
interests in mind, just take a
look at the issue of genetic mod-
ification of basic grains. Genetic
modification is most definitely
not about taking care of the
earth or feeding the hungry
hordes.

In America, production, dis-
tribution, research and develop-
ment of (GMO) staple foods has
been controlled by ever fewer
and bigger corporate interests,
(Nestle, Dole, Monsanto, etc.)
whose fundamental objective is

seen these corporations exert
pressure on regulatory agencies
to accommodate their products
and marketing needs. We’ve
seen an agricultural seed giant
(Monsanto) bullying small
farmers over bogus trademark
infringements and consequently
destroying biodiversity and the
age-old practice of native seed
saving. We are each responsible,
in a small way, for allowing
this to happen.

Part of the solution is for us
to take back control of the pro-
duction and consumption of
food. whether by rejecting
GMO foods. saving heirloom
seeds, supporting local agricul-
ture or joining a CSA. For those
who don’t know, CSAs are an
alternative, local way to organ-
ize our collective food system.
In the words of longtime Valley
resident and farmer Liz
Henderson, in her pioneering
book Sharing the Harvest,
CSAs,

“..create a partnership
between local farmers and
nearby consumers, who become
members or subscribers in sup-
port of the farm. In exchange for
payving in advance, CSA mem-
bers receive the freshest, health-
iest produce throughouit the sea-
son and keep money, jobs and
Jarms in their own comnumity.”

CSAs personally link the
grower and consumer without
unnecessary  intermediaries,
pollution and cost. All over
America, Europe and elsewhere
CSA “subscription farms™ also
serve a community-building
function as locals share the
bounty and help each other
become less dependent on
imported food. In Japan, where
the movement may have started,
the word for “CSA” literally
means “food with the farmer’s
face on it”.

America, thousands of CSA
farms, along with community
and urban gardening projects.
are providing substantive, alter-
native sources of fresh, natural-
ly grown produce to local peo-
ple. people who presumably
love good food and who are
glad to skip paying for the
advertising, haulage, wasteful
packaging, and GMO ingredi-
ents of corporate food. CSAs
give recipient families superior,
safe food at a fair price, along
with a personal connection with
the grower at its source.

Here in the Happy Valley, we
are blessed with 14 active, local
CSA farms, ranging in size from
over 600 shareholders, to a mere
dozen. This richness reflects not
only a progressive economic
and social consciousness but
also the soaring demand for
truly fresh. organic food
throughout the marketplace.
But, we shouldn’t stop at join-
ing (or starting) a CSA. We
must also spread the awareness,
knowledge and tools of sustain-
able farming practices far and
wide, mneighborhood to neigh-
borhood. the whole world over.

Food can save us, if we let it.
Think how you feel when you
eat fresh native food.
Transcendent, peaceful, grate-
ful. alive! Healthy. organic,
locally-raised food, embodies in
each cell an entire map of a sus-
tainable, healthy and just eco-
nomic system. which, if
embraced and applied on a
grand scale, could go a long
way toward feeding hungry
people everywhere, and making
us all happier to boot!

The author runs a local,
delivery-based CSA from his
home in Gill. For info:
www.laughingdogfarm.com or
call - 863-8696.

BY ROSEMARIE JACKOWSKI
BENNINGTON, VT - And they
said we were there to bring free-
dom and liberty. It is time to tell
the troops the truth. While few
of us were paying attention, the
Coalition Provisional Authority,
representing the government of
the United States, imposed a set
of 100 orders on Iraq. A careful
examination of these orders
could lead to the conclusion that
the war is being waged to enrich
corporations at the expense of
ordinary citizens. Many of these
orders take freedom and liberty
away from the people of Iraq.
The orders also have a profound
effect on us.

Iraqi Order 81 is of special
interest. It prohibits Iraqi farm-
ers from using the methods of
agriculture they have used for

Iraqi Order 81

centuries. The common world-
wide practice of saving heir-
loom seeds from one year to the
next is now illegal in Traq. Order
81 wages war on Iraqi farmers.
They have lost the freedom and
liberty to choose their own
methods of agriculture.

The food chain has been
under worldwide assault by
U.S. corporations for some time
now. Corporations have seized
control of the very essence of
life itself. We are now in the age
of  Genetically  Modified
Doomsday Seeds.

This is not exactly a new
phenomenon. It has been a grad-
ual takeover. Remember Percy
Schmeiser. the Canadian
farmer, who was sued by
Monsanto? Not enough people
stood up for Percy. so then they

came for other farmers. In fact,
Monsanto has sued so many
farmers that a national hotline
(1-888-FARMHLP) has now
been set up to assist them.
Those who have been push-
ing for Tort Reform never men-
tion the frivolous. mean-spirited
lawsuits brought by Monsanto
against U.S. farmers. This is a
David and Goliath battle and, as
usual, our government is on the
side of Goliath. Order 81 now
spreads the assault on farmers to
Iraq. The domino effect is
underway. The victim farmers
in the U.S., Iraq, Canada, and all
of the other countries who have
been under attack by Monsanto
need our help. The Tort Reform
that is really needed would be
reform aimed at compensating
victims of corporate intimida-

tion.

The corporations. backed up
by the Pentagon, have been
jackbooting their way across the
planet. Whether you like it or
not, you probably will have
some franken food on your din-
ner plate tonight... franken
foods, grown from franken
seeds. Our own USDA was
complicit in the development of
Terminator seeds. Picture Dr.
Strangelove on the John Deere.

The existence of Order 81,
and the other 99 orders. which
limit Iraqi liberty and freedom,
creates some interesting ques-
tions. How can Washington
even pretend that the election in
Iraq is legitimate if TU.S.
imposed rules are enforced after
the election, or are we to believe
that the 100 Orders are canceled

by the election? I don't think so.

Is it possible that Iraqi farm-
ers think back fondly to the
good old days before the occu-
pation, before Order 81? Even
Saddam Hussein allowed them
to save seeds for the next year's
crop. Imagine what would hap-
pen if there was a successful
worldwide movement of resist-
ance, an international Save the
Seed Campaign. Farmers and
consumers in the U.S. need to
stand in solidarity with the
farmers and consumers in Iraq.
If you have a stamp or coin col-
lection, forget it. Instead, it
might be better to start collect-
ing seeds. Maybe soon. one
good old-fashioned seed that
was made by Mother Nature

see IRAQI pg6
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‘Real Pickles’ Prove Profitable for
Local, Organic Entrepreneur

MONTAGUE - Dan Rosenberg
started out making just one
product, dill pickles, and has
since added sauerkraut, kimchi,
and red cabbage to his line. He
makes all of his pickled foods at

the Western Mass. Food
Processing Center, a shared-use
commercial kitchen in
Greenfield.

One of the particularly
unique aspects of his products is
that they are raw and naturally
fermented which, as he will
explain, is why he calls them
“real.” Rosenberg’s products are
also 100% certified organic and
made entirely with locally-
grown vegetables.

Naturally fermented refers to
a process in which Rosenberg
relies on naturally-occurring,
beneficial bacteria to transform
his cucumbers into dill pickles
and his cabbage into sauerkraut.
The process is called lactic acid
fermentation, or lacto-fermenta-
tion, because the main action in
the process is a conversion of
natural sugars (found in the veg-
etables) to lactic acid. Lactic
acid has truly outstanding
preservative qualities, and, in
fact, lacto-fermentation has
been used by people throughout

of the impor-
tant health
benefits
offered by raw
lacto-ferment-
ed pickles, or
real pickles.
Among  the
many known
benefits, the
rich supply of
live active cul-
tures found in
real pickles
(similar to
those found in
yogurt) are

Dan Rosenberg ffers Real Pickles

the world for thousands of years
for just this reason.

However, in recent times --
and particularly in industrial-
ized countries -- use of fermen-
tation has been almost entirely
replaced by methods which bet-
ter suit the requirements of mass
food production. Use of vinegar
and pasteurization are key
aspects of these new, industrial
pickle-making practices.

Unfortunately,  industrial
pickles (as Rosenberg likes to
call them), in addition to not
tasting nearly as good, lack all

known to sup-
port digestion,
aid in nutrient absorption, and
inhibit growth of harmfiul bacte-
ria in the intestinal system. The
lactic acid supports growth of
healthy intestinal flora. And the
fermentation process itself can
significantly  reduce the
amounts of certain anti-nutri-
tional components of vegeta-
bles, such as nitrates in cabbage
and oxalic acid in beets.
Another noteworthy aspect
of Rosenberg’s products is that
they comnsist of vegetables
grown only here in the Valley.
While any other value-added

food businesses choose to buy
in produce from distant places,
he purchases only from local
farms like Red Fire Farm
(whose Old Depot Gardens
stand is here in Montague) and
Upinngil Farm (on Main Road
in Gill). Rosenberg believes a
regionally-based food system
would promote a far more eco-
logically sound and socially just
world.

Some local retailers that
carry his products include
Green Fields Market, Foster's,
McCusker’s, and Pekarski’s.

Dan Rosenberg lives on
Turners  Falls Road in
Montague. His work involves
making and selling naturally
Jfermented pickled foods through
his business, Real Pickles,
which he started in 2001. You
can call him at (413) 863-9063,
or email dan@realpickles.com.

This piece originally ran in
the Montague Grange News.
The next Grange meeting will
be March 2nd at 7 p.m. at the
Montague Bookmill where a
video of “The Mill at
Montague: an Oral History”
will be shown.

G-M School
Committee
Nominating
Papers
Available

Nomination papers
are available for pick-up
in the Gill-Montague
Regional  superinten-
dent's office for school
commiftee  positions.
The Gill and Montague
town elections will be
held on May 16th.
School committee com-
pleted nomination papers
are due back in the
superintendent's office
no later than 5:00 p.m.
on March 28th.

There is one 3-year
Gill school committee
seat open.

There are two 3-year
Montague school com-
mittee seats open and
one l-year Montague
school committee seat
open.

For more information
or questions, please con-
tact Taffy Bassett-Fox at

IRAQI

continued from pg 5

will be more precious than your
most prized gold coin. Just one
more thing... if you save seeds,
keep it a secret. The Seed Police
have been on patrol. They are
looking for you.

On Town Meeting Day.
2004, in Vermont, the citizens in
seventy-nine towns passed reso-
lutions against Genetically
Engineered  Crops. Then
Vermont made history when it
became the first state to require
the labeling of Genetically

Modified seeds. "The Farmer
Protection Act is a pre-emptive
strike to stop predatory lawsuits
against Vermont's family farm-
ers by biotech companies like
Monsanto," said Ben Davis with
the Vermont Public Interest
Research Group. Maybe this

small but hard-fought victory
gives reason to hope for a better
world.

Rosemarie Jackowski (dis-
sent@sovernet) is a 67-vear-
old US Air Force veteran and
antiwar activist.

863-9324.
49
{ o

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

iBAKER%ﬁq

I 1 /2 Price Card & Gift Shopl

I Buy 5 cards and get 1 free! I

www.bakerofficesupply.com
I 310 Main Street = Greenfield

Call Bonnie today!

T14-2345

Rau's Auto
-

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
. (413) 367-2475

531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague

24 hour emergency towin
Best service licensed Mechani

ARTHUR COHEN
413-498-5043

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
USABLE METALS

Just Things

We Buy Anything From a Pin To An Elephant

LAMP REPAIRS
LAMP PARTS

9 MT. HERMON RD.
NORTHFIELD, MA

.for the love of food!

Tues-Thurs 8 am~2:00 pm

Friday 8 am-~8:30 pm
Saturday 9 am~8:30 pm
Sunday 9 am~2:00 pm
Monday Closed

=

Eugene"Bud"Kennedy

MARK or EXCELLENCE
AWARD WINNER

““—~NEW BOOK~"
"7 ales af a f}nﬁﬂéffr

BY TED GRAVELINE

VEGETARIAN * POULTRY - FISH

Coffee & Espresso ® Baked Goods
Sandwiches * Soups * Hot Entrees

104 4* Street » Turners Falls ¢ Tel: 413-863-4064

GREENFIELD, MA 01301

Phone (413) 773-3679

Sales Consultant author of
DILLON CHEVROLET INC. "Strike a Second Alarm"
— WORLD EYE BOOKSHOP

email: edicicio/@ comeast.net
or phone the World Eye Bookshop at (413) 772-2186

Bruce T. Croft, D.P.M.
Ayleen Gregorian, D.P.M.

AFFILIATED PODIATRISTS, P.C.

PIONEER VALLEY PODIATRY
PoDIATRIC MEDICINE
FOOT SURGERY
SPORTS MEDICINE
Ambherst Greenfield Northampton
20 Gatehouse Road 329 Conway Street 264 Elm Street
(413) 256-0161 (413) 772-1987 (413) 585-8802

Yr STARLITE DINER %

NOT YOUR AVERAGE DINER

e e e e e e e e
Pasta - Seafood - Salads - Great Chowder - Delicious Appetizers

Sandwiches - The Best Burgers - Humemade Meatloaf - Quesadillas
Steak - Chicken - Soup - Veggie Burgers - Great Desserts
A Full Line of Cocktails and Bar Seating

e e e e e
Sun, Mon, Thurs - 11-8 pm_; Fni & Sat-11-9 pm.
20 French King Hwy., Erving 413-423-3900, Closed Tues & Wed

COHN &
COMPANY

P SRR E
Real Estate Agency
117 Main Street « P.O. Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142

HOME: 413-863-4568
EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com

Mary Lou Emond
CRS, GRI, CBR
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BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE - The town
handed out two Class IT used car
and equipment licenses on
Tuesday, February 22nd. one to
Robert Koch, to relocate Koch's
Auto Sales to 98 Turners Falls
Road, and one to Robert
Semaski, to operate a used
heavy equipment yard next to
his contracting business on 7
Rod Shop Road.

Koch, who formerly owned
and operated his business on
Millers Falls Road near the
intersection of West Mineral
Road, said he sold that property
"to the town. so the town could
expand the airport." He has pur-
chased the former Hartley Well
Drilling and storage building at
08 Turners Falls Road, and
received ZBA approval for his
request to transfer his business
to that location as a noncon-
forming use in a largely residen-
tial area. The ZBA set require-
ments for his towing, used auto
sale, and repair business, limit-
ing Koch's hours of operation to
9 am. to 6 p.m., with towing
confined to those hours, no
more than 20 used cars in the
secure lot at any time, and a

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Class II Licenses Granted

limit of three used cars on dis-
play at the front of the lot. A
screen of arbor vitae will be
planted around the perimeter of
the fenced lot. The selectboard
agreed to these restrictions, and
granted the Class IT license
under these conditions.

The location has seen used
car sales before. The Hartley
Well Drilling building was for-
merly owned by Edwin Hartely,
who also refurbished and sold
Lincoln  Continentals and
Zephyrs on the lot.

Over in Montague City,
Semaski is planning to expand
his business to include sales of
used heavy machinery in the lot
behind his contracting business
and warehouse. This building is
located next to the former Rod
Shop factory, taken by the town
in a tax title proceeding and now
falling into serious disrepair.
Semaski said he has a fenced
lot, on which he would hope to
house up to 24 pieces of used
heavy equipment, such as dump
trucks and excavators, for
resale. He said he had spoken
with the residential abutter to
the north of his lot, Em
Robinson, and agreed to put up

a stockade fence on his property
line to shield the view from her
house.

Semaski said he had gotten
into the used equipment end of
the construction business gradu-
ally, buying machinery as con-
struction jobs demanded and
then reselling them to customers
who had a use for them. "One
thing led to another, and it's
become close to a full-time
ordeal," Semaski said.

The board approved operat-
ing hows for Semaski's used
equipment business at 8 a.m. to
6 p m., and approved his request
for a Class II license.

In other business. the board
agreed to waive the 120-day
notice for right of first refusal
and signed a municipal grant
application for a 17 acres of
farmland in  the state's
Agricultural Preservation
Restriction program. Formerly
owned by the Klepacki family,
the prime farmland sits at the
intersection of Meadow and
South Ferry Road, and was
recently purchased by Mark and
Wendy Beaubien, who are seek-
ing to keep the land under APR
protection. Town planner Robin

Sherman said the land was
appraised at $360,000; the state
would provide $323.000
towards the APR. and the town
will seek to come up with
matching funds from the fund
administered by the Montague
conservation commission for
the purpose of aiding in the
preservation of open space,
recreation land and farmland.
Up to $37.000 may be required
for the town match. Sherman
said the conservation fund
presently has a balance of about
$80.000. Sherman said town
meeting used to make an annual
$10,000 contribution to the
fund, but had not done so in sev-

eral years.
Sherman said, "I would like
to extend thanks to the

Beaubiens for being willing to
help preserve this land. When it
went on the market, a number of
developers were interested in it.
‘We certainly do have a need for
more housing in town.," (but)
"we have identified blocks of
prime farmland that we would
like to see preserved," including
the former Klepacki farm,
which sits amid blocks of con-
tiguous farmland. "It's great we

had a local person willing to
step in and make this happen."
Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio reported he has
been hard at work updating a
pay and classification study.
comparing the job descriptions
and compensation of town
employees with those of area
towns. The study was prepared
for the town by a hired consul-
tant in 2001; the board and town
meeting endorsed its findings,
but the town was not able to
afford the approximately
$70,000 annual increase in per-
sonnel costs to bring Montague
employees up to par with the
pay of employees in neighbor-
ing communities due to state aid
cutbacks during the recent
recession. Abbondanzio said
this has left employees of cer-
tain departments, like
Montague's civilian police dis-
patchers, working at nearly 25%
less than their counterparts in
nearby towns, putting
Montague in the position of pro-
viding training for dispatchers
who routinely leave for better

paying jobs elsewhere.
D

Draft Counseling

BY JOSH HEINEMANN
WENDELL - The draft coun-
seling session scheduled at the
‘Wendell town hall for 2 p.m. on
Monday, February 21st was
postponed due to snow, sleet,
and freezing rain.

Molly Kaynor, an organizer
of the event, canceled the ses-
sion when scheduled speaker
Frances Crowe, who pioneered
draft counseling in the Valley
for the American Friends
Service Committee during the
Vietnam War, agreed the driving
conditions were too bad.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM).

Kaynor called everyone she had
expected to come from a dis-
tance, but in spite of the weath-
er almost 20 people showed up,
including three draft age men,
and a couple from Greenfield
who came because they have a
draft age daughter.

Without the speakers, the
group was left to hold informal
discussion among themselves.

People sat in a circle and
introduced themselves, includ-
ing one Korean War veteran, a
Vietnam veteran, a Vietnam-era
veteran, and a man who said, "I

came because I heard there was
food."

Several people were con-
cerned about the possibility of
the draft being reinstated,
despite assurances to the con-
trary from the Bush administra-
tion. Attendees seemed to feel
women would be at risk of con-
scription along with men, if
there is to be a draft.

The circle discussion brought
out information that there are at
least 6,000 soldiers AWOL in
Iraq, and the latest request for
funding for the Iraq war

Delayed by Winter

includes a line item to greatly
enlarge the budget for pursuing
them. Literature outlining the
steps a potential draftee could
take before being called up was
available, both from the Center
on Conscience and War, (CCW)
and the Central Committee for
Conscientious Objectors
(CCCO).
Addresses are below:

CCCO: 1515 Cherry St.
Philadelphia PA 19102

630 20th St # 302 Oakland,
CA 94612

Weather

800 665 7682
tor.org
CCW: 1830 Connecticut
Avenue, NW
‘Washington DC 20009
202 483
Www nisbco.org

www.objec-

2220

Kaynor said she did not mind
payving the town hall rental for
the canceled gathering, and said
she planned to reschedule the
event as soon as she could get
the speakers together again.

CALL 863-8666

-
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58 Mormon Hollow Rd.
Wendell, MA
(978) 544-0991

*

Paul & Melissa Newcombe

+  Most Makes & Models,
Volvo a Specialty

Affordable Rates
+ 20 Years Experience

Serving Franklin &
Hampshire County

McCarthy
FUNERAL HOME

wuww.meearthyfuneralhomes.com
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On the Common
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Brian’s Faucet & Freeze-up

Repair
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Excavating ;

COMPLETE SITE
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+ SEPTIC & DRAINAGE SYSTEMS * SAND, GRAVEL & LoaM
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DoucLAs EpsoN (413) 863-4462

298 Avenue A. Masonry

Turners Falls, MA Supply |

413-863-4322 ] A
Owning the best just got better!

Drop by today and see beautiful, energy efficient wood and gas fire-
place products by Regency, Hampton and Excalibur. Designer finishes,
customizable accessonies and a lifetime warranty are just a few more
reasons you will choose the high quality Regency Fireplace!

SR Sototenty Foaty

56 4TH STREET * TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376

OFFICE (413) 863-4393
HOME (413) 367-9970

Donovan, CRS, ABR !
Jem FAX (413) 863-4949

BROKER
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLIGE LOG

Lock Your Car

Thursday 2-17

8:30 a m. Male juvenile sum-
monsed on charge of possession
of a controlled substance at
TFHS.

3:32 p.m. Report of a domes-
tic dispute at a Main Street
address. Found to be verbal
only. One party removed to hos-
pital.

Friday 2-18

8:08 pm. Male juvenile
arrested on a straight warrant at
a High Street address.

11:45 p.m.

. arrested on a straight

warrant.

Saturday 2-19
2:55 am.

, wWas
arrested on a fugitive from jus-
tice warrant and also charged
with failure to register as a sex
offender.

7:01 p.m. Report of a larceny

reported at an L Street address.
Medication was missing. Found
to be a misunderstanding.

Sunday 2-20

7:27 p.m. Person on
Gill/Montague Bridge taken
into protective custody.

11:44 p.m. After a motor
vehicle stop.

was arrested and charged
with negligent operation of a
motor vehicle, stop sign viola-
tion, failing to stop for a police
officer. and speeding.

Monday 2-21

1:23 a.m. Report of a domes-
tic disturbance at a Montague
Street residence.

was arrested and charged
with assault and battery with a
dangerous weapon, domestic
assault and battery, and destruc-
tion of property.

2:47 p.m. Report of a larceny
from a 12th Street address. A

black. gas scooter was taken.
Report taken.

8:48 p m. Report of someone
being beaten up on Avenue A.
Subjects gone on arrival.

Tuesday 2-22

7:28 p m. Report of a traffic
hazard: a piece of metal lying on
the Gill/Montague Bridge.
DPW notified and state DPW
notified.

Wednesday 2-23

Overmight there were at least
seven reported motor vehicle
break-ins in the Hill Section of
Turners Falls. CD's and CD
players, radios, and cash were
reported stolen. According to
Montague Police Chief Ray
Zukowski, tracks were followed
in the snow, but led to places
where the thieves got into a
motor vehicle. Zukowski said
his best advice was for citizens
to keep their vehicles locked.
Only unlocked vehicles were
entered.

WHEN IT COMES TO FINANCING

0% REALLY ADDS UP.

JOHN DEERE

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

select Compact Utility
Tractors.

0% AP financing, 0 payments
on all John Deere
8 Gator™Utility Vehicles.

OFFERS END SOON. GET T0 YOUR
JOHN DEERE DEALER TODAY!

SIRUM EQUIPMENT CO.
Rte. 63, Montague, MA (413) 367-2481

www JohnDeers.com

Psychic Fair
in Lake Pleasant

The National Spiritual Alliance|
will sponsor a Psychic Fair
from 11 a.m. to 4 p m. Saturday,
February 26th at Thompson|
Temple across from the Post
Office in Lake Pleasant.
Divination methods include
astrology. I-Ching, hand read-
ing, spiritual counseling, andl
tarot cards. Consultation is with|
a medium of choice.

Montague Receives
$18,000 Grant for
Fieldhouse Repair

TURNERS FALLS - The Montague Parks and
Recreation Commission is pleased to announce the receipt
of an $18.000 grant from the federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund for improvements to the Fieldhouse at
Unity Park in Turners Falls. The grant will pay for repairs
to the roof and interior renovations to improve energy effi-
ciency and space utilization. Town meeting previously
appropriated $18.165 for the roof repairs; the grant will
match these funds and allow the town to make the addi-
tional improvements. "This is a good deal for the taxpay-
ers," said Parks and Recreation Director Jon Dobosz. "It
will improve the operation of our facility, while reducing
costs for utilities and maintenance."

Dobosz added the grant was made possible by comple-
tion of a new Open Space and Recreation Plan, prepared
by the Montague Planning and Conservation Department
with assistance from the Franklin Regional Council of
Governments in 2003. Communities are required to have
a current plan to apply for funding through the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. "This is another example of
how planning pays off for our communities," commented
FRCOG Executive Director Linda Dunlavy.

Girls’ Softball
Registration

Monday, February
28th to April 9th
For girls in grades 3 thru 6
The Montague Parks and
Recreation office is open
Saturday, March 5th from 9 a.m.
to noon for early registrations.
Games are held in May and June.
Fees: Montague Residents,
$35. non-residents, $40. (Fees
include the cost of hat, shirt and
pants). Parents are encouraged to
help coach and umpire - no expe-
rience necessary. fraining provid-
ed. For more information. call
MPRD at 863-3216.

Kulik Office

Hours

A member of the staff of
State Rep. Stephen Kulik
(D-Worthington) will hold
office hours in New Salem
and Wendell on Monday
Feb. 28th at 4:15 p.m. at

the Swift River
Elemtentary School.
Residents are invited to
drop in and meet with staff
to discuss any constituent
issues or concerns. Call

772-2727 if you have a

concern but cannot atend.

Residents:
Non Residents:

MONTAGUE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT OPEN SWIM SCHEDULE
56 First Street/Unity Parks Fieldhouse Turners Falls, MA 01376
Phone: (413) 863-3216/Fax: (413) 863-3229
OPEN SWIM SCHEDULE Turners Falls High School Pool March 7 - June 17

Family Open Swim Adult Lap Swim
Mondays 1-:00pm - 8:00pm Mondays 6:00pm - 7-00pm
Wednesdays 6:00pm - 7:00pm Wednesdays 1-:00pm - 8:00pm
Thursdays 5:00pm - 6:00pm Thursdays 6:00pm - 7-00pm
OPEN SWIM FEES: Daily Fees:
Residents: ‘Youth/Senior Citizen - $125 Adults (18+) - $2.50
Hon Residents: ‘Youth/Senior Citizen - $2.50 Adults [18+) - $3.50

Season Membership: [(Adjusted to modified season rate)
*Youth/Senior Citizen - $16.00
*Youth/Senior Citizen - $32.00

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. *Youths under 12 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
Sessions may be cancelled due to swim meets and other special events.
If school is cancelled due to inclement weather, there will be no open swim.

Adults [18+)-$32.00
Adults (18+] - $45.00

By Donna Girard, RN, and RN Associates

Specialiging in Foot Care in your home or my clinic

Nail Clipping/Filing  Com/Callus Care  Foot Massage Assessmant
Veteran Discount

7 Warner Street, Turners Falls
Tel. 413-774-4036

235

st

274Rt.2,Gill, MAD1376

® parts & aceessories
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IVERSIDE
ADIATOR
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S Cooling
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FINANCE

continued from pg 1

positions from the two dozen
cut in '04. Next year's budget
calls for maintaining these posi-
tions, which include reading
and language arts teachers at
Sheffield and the high school, a
high school Latin teacher, a
choral music teacher in the ele-
mentary schools (one day in
each), a 1/3rd time art position
to cover the entire high school,
a kindergarten teacher for
Montague Center (based on
enrollment), a Grade 6 elemen-
tary teacher in Gill, and a pre-K
teacher at Hillcrest.
Additionally, Gee said the
budget called for adding one
custodial position for the High
School - Middle School com-
plex. to help maintain the
"30.000 additional square feet
of classroom space" in the
newly renovated building.
"Otherwise, this is a level serv-
ice budget.," Gee said.

Gee tied the 6.8% increase
largely to these personnel costs,
and to fixed costs including
health care (up 15% to 17%),
general insurance (up 10%),
heat (up 24%), utilities (up
28%), among others. She point-
ed to the deceasing availability
of state and federal grants to
supplement the operating budg-

et in areas such as the arts, tech-
nology, and academic support
services. Supporting documents
showed the district had received
$114.776 less in total grant
funding in 2005 than it did in
2004. "I am very worried about
the outlook for support services
for our children who struggle
the most."

Finance committee chair Jeff
Singleton asked if Gee had
thought about how Montague
would go about paying for more
than $700.000 increase in its
assessment, given that the
town's total revenues increase
by around $400.000 a year.
GMRSD business manager
Lynn Bassett suggested the
$824,000 reimbursement of
excess funds from the schools
to the town could be applied to
offset that increase, but that
suggestion met with scant sup-
port. Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio and Singleton
proposed using a large portion
of that reimbursement to set up
a stabilization fund targeted
toward improving art and music
in GMRSD schools, as a means
of attracting new enrollment.
Gee seemed open to this sug-
gestion, saying, "If we don't
continue to build, we will con-
tinue to lose. If we lose enroll-

- 4 n
ment, we lose revenue. W

B
[

NORTHFIELD-President
George W. Bush's 2006 budget.
which was unveiled on
February 8th, proposes to elimi-
nate the Upward Bound
Program. The funds would be
redirected towards an extension
of the No Child Left Behind
program, according to a report
in the Chronicle of Higher
Education.

Upward Bound, established
during the Johnson
Administration's "War on
Poverty," is one of five federal-
ly funded TRIO programs
aimed at helping low-income
students or those who would be
the first in their families to go to
college.

Northfield Mount Hermon
School has hosted the program
on its campus since 1968.
According to Head of School
Tom Sturtevant, "NMH Upward
Bound was one of the first pro-
grams to start up during the
1960s, and it is one of only two
hosted by secondary schools
across the country. The program

exemplifies our founder
Dwight L. Moody's commit-
ment to opportunity in educa-
tion. The services ensure that
some of the most disadvantaged
students in our local communi-
ties will be prepared for and

gain admission to college.
regardless of their circum-
stances. This program is at the
heart of our school's mission.
‘We hope there will be a way to
continue providing these critical
services to our local communi-
ties."

NMH's program has an annu-
al budget of $332,437 from the
Department of Education and
additional grants from the
Edwin S. Webster Foundation,
the Community Foundation of
Western Massachusetts, and the
Xeric Foundation. The money
provides funding for 66 students
from Greenfield, Turners Falls,
Springfield and Holyoke public
high schools. According to pro-
gram director Gisele Litalien,
"The loss of funding from the
Department of Education would
be devastating for our students
and their families, and a signifi-
cant loss of an opportunity for
hundreds of thousands of disad-
vantaged American high school
students." Students who meet
the eligibility criteria attend
classes on the NMH campus
each summer. They also receive
academic and financial aid
counseling, tutoring, and after-
school classes during the school
year that help them succeed in
high school and prepare for col-

THE PERSISTENT GARDENER

Soil Development

BY WOODY BROWN -
MONTAGUE CITY - Yes,
snow is on the ground, but
spring is coming. To while away
the last few weeks of frost and
chill, start planning for the
growing season ahead. While
you're combing seed catalogues
and preparing starter plants,
give some thought to the condi-
tion of the soil you will plant
these babies in once the weather
warms.

Nothing is more important to
successful gardening than the
quality of the soil. This is not to
say anything against the impor-
tance of sunshine; that's impor-
tant too. However, without good
soil, you'll have plants of dimin-
ished quality. (For some reason
it does seem that flowers can do
well in relatively poor soil.)

Developing good garden soil
is not a difficult chore. It does
take a little patience because the
proper medium cannot be
arrived at instantaneously. You
add the ingredients and wait just

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM).

a little while
and you can
have an
environment
your plants -
primarily
vegetables -
will  love.
Flowering
plants  will
love the mix
too.

What do
you add to
your garden

around with
arake. I am
personally
of the opin-
1on that 1t 1s
difficult to
put too
mu c¢ h
organic
matter in a
garden bed.

Compost
and liquid
fertilizers
can be

soil? In a

100-square-foot plot you'll want
to add at least two wheelbarrow
loads of manure. The barrow
loads don't have to be heaping
full. Just put in enough to make
a light, easy to handle load. If
you can get rotted manure,
good! If not, the manure should
be applied in the fall before you
plan to use the bed. After you
get the two barrow-fulls lightly
wotked into the soil, add anoth-
er two loads and spread it

added at the
time of sowing seeds and plant-
ing plants. Compost is good to
work into the soil generally, if
you have enough. It always sur-
prises me how many people
don't make compost when the
ingredients are so handy.

All leftover vegetable matter
is suitable for compost. Do not
add meats, cheese or oils. Fruit
peelings, dry or moldy breads
and vegetable bits are great, as
are coffee grounds and

eggshells. You can also compost
leaves, grass clippings and other
plant materials. It's best not to
introduce weed seeds or sick
plants into your compost if you
can avoid it.

In our garden, we compost
leftover matter in two black
plastic containers we got from
the DPW. We rarely add soil or
water or turn the pile. We just
add compostable materials in
one bin for a year and then let it
rest. This passive composting
results in enough compost to
add to plant trenches and holes
for the next season without the
added labor of turning or feed-
ing the pile.

Additional fertilizing with
liquid foods is dome by side
dressing during the growing
season. Over the years. follow-
ing this plan, we have devel-
oped plots of exceptional quali-
ty. You can too. Happy
Gardening!

lege. The program recently
accepted 30 ninth-graders who
have begun to receive services
in their schools and who will
join returning students for the
Summer Academy beginning
June 18th. Program cuts would
take effect at the end of the next
school year.

According to  Litalien,
Upward Bound has survived
similar challenges on several
occasions, including the early
1980s under the Reagan admin-
istration and after Republicans
won control of Congress in
1994. "There was a huge out-
pouring of support for the pro-
gram from both Democrats and
Republicans during that time,"
Litalien said. "I hope that
Congress will again recognize
the importance of continuing
these programs.”

Vitamins
Natural Supplements
& Body Care
Organic & Locally Grown
Produce
ull Line of Natural Groceries,

Regional Specialties

Full Deli:
Entrees, Sandwiches, Soups,
Salad Bar

European Bakery:
Artisan Breads, Pastries,
Desserts, Wedding
& Occasion Cakes

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6,
Sunday 10-5
44 Main Street, Greenfield

773-9567

Proud of our roots on Avenue Al
Formerly the Montague Food Coop)
25 Years and Growing

CALL 863-8666

3

Brian R. San Soucie
Locksmith -

CRL

Nequs & Taylor, Inc.
Monuments

CALL MARK & DULCIE LARANGE
AND BE ...
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“LIVIN' EASY”
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Turners Falls, MA 01376
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+ Safe Combinations Changed Fax 863-8022
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WILSON
continued from pg 1

Erving eatery for two years.
flipping the pages of real estate
magazines where she saw it pic-
tured. One weekend while visit-
ing a girlfriend in Orange, she
drove past the restaurant by
accident.

"For two years we had seen
this restaurant and then . . . there
it was. We saw it and we fell in
love," said Wilson, sipping from
the coffee cup she refills
throughout the day. while cook-
ing up a storm.

"It's beautiful here. I can't tell
you how much I love this place.
The people are wonderful here.
I love them." exclaimed Wilson
spontaneously.

She respects honesty and
Erving's "hard-working, gen-
uine, sincere people" who "real-
1y help each other out and have
been wonderful to me."

‘When her freezer was hit by
lightning a couple of years ago.
Amnie Diemand came by and
helped her move her frozen
goods to the Diemand Farm
freezer in Wendell. A BMW
motorcyclist who frequents the
Box Car Restaurant each sum-
mer on his way down Route 2
brought her a box of cannolis on
her September 28th birthday.
Regular customers have given
her rosary beads from Brazil,
Mexico and France to add to her
collection and people regularly

donate train mem-
orabilia to grace
the  restaurant's
walls and shelves.

"Cooking and
feeding people are
my passions. I
love caring for
people. I want to
make them happy
and the best way to
do that is to make
them something
yummy." Wilson
laughed.

A specialty is
her thick, multi-
layered "Oh My
God" brownie. She turned an
aluminum napkin holder on its
side to show the brownie's
breadth, and gestured the sinful-
ly rich layers that comprise this
chocolate-laced heaven, made
from "whatever I have in my
kitchen": coconut macaroon,
butterscotch., cream cheese,
peanut butter, covered with hot
fudge. whipped cream and
sprinkles - "so that it looks like
a celebration." she said.

Of Italian descent, Wilson
said her favorite thing to cook is
homemade pasta. especially
ravioli and tomato sauce from
scratch.

"Food 1s to be celebrated.
Life is to be celebrated.,” she
said, pointing out a photograph
of her family that hangs above a
corner table. Her parents once
ran a diner in Westborough, and

nice lady. Every
morning I go in
there for coffee
with the boys.
She says good
moming with a
big smile and
then she gives
me my coffee.
She knows just
what I like." said
Savage - decaf
with one sugar
and a little

b LITCHFIELD PHOTO

Toni Wilson and Terry Haertl operate
the Box Car Restaurant in Erving.

her father was also a cook in the
Navy. One of her three brothers
went to culinary school, and one
of her 17-year-old sons is fol-
lowing in his uncle's footsteps at
Franklin County Technical
School.

"I love my family, and it feels
like an extended family here.
You have people in this commu-
nity that have been here 50
years. We celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, here. We get
cakes and cards and we push the
tables together and celebrate as
one big unit. It's one big family
and that i1s what's important in
life," she said, pointing to the
table to her left, where every
morning three local customers
have met for coffee, for about a
year.

Erving resident Frank
Savage is one of them. "Toni's a

cream.
John Zilinski
meets  Savage
each  morning

around 7 am. and usually
orders a bagel with his coffee.
He said he appreciates Wilson's
kindness as well as the conve-
nience of having a local gather-
ing spot to "talk local stuff" and
"be creatures of habit."

"They sit right there and they
have a little coffee klatch, and
share the talk of the town," said
Wilson. "Then Brian
McAndrews comes in. We call
him the mayor of the town. but
he's not of course."

McAndrews, who sipped a
cup of coffee on a recent
Wednesday morning, called
Wilson full of fun and said,
"you never know what she is
going to say next."

Erving administrative cooi-
dinator Tom Sharp. who dines at
the Box Car some Monday
nights before the selectboard

meetings, appreciates Wilson's
culinary talent.

"She makes this shepherd's
pie that is just outrageous. It's
one of my favorite things there.
I'm also fond of her pasta
sauce," said Sharp. "I think what
I like about Toni is that when
you enter her restaurant, she
makes you feel special. I admire
the way she looks at life and her
gregarious attitude. She's full of
life and she's a fun person to be
around."

Wilson worked as a waitress
and catered on the side while
her three children were small,
back in the Northborough area.
Owning a restaurant that is open
between 11 and 14 hours every
single day comes with chal-
lenges, including working 120
hours a week "whether you're
sick or not."

But that comes with the terri-
tory, said Wilson, whose smile
is a giveaway of her joy in her
work.

"Do you know what
Confucius said? He said, "when
you love what you do, you'll
never work another day in your
life." She credited Haertl with
helping to make her dream
come true.

"T just love what I do," she
said, stepping back inside her
home-away-from-home. "I
think the people are the gift in

life."
'

COYOTES

continued from pg 1

of weight, from 30 to 75
pounds. A large male could eas-
ily be mistaken for a wolf.

This predator has been
tagged with many misconcep-
tions, probably due to the fact
no one had ever seen one in the
East before. The misnomer coy-
dog is one example. There is no
domestic dog in these animals.
The difference in heat cycles
between domestic dogs, not
concerned with changing sea-
sons, and coyotes who need a
set time to assure birthing dur-
ing favorable conditions in food
supply and ample days to matu-
rity before winter's onset nullify
this possibility. Coyotes are
extremely adaptable, intelligent,
and efficient predators. They're
omnivores, but they prefer meat
when they can get it.

In the check and balance sys-
tem nature provided all living
beings, coyotes had wolves to
control their numbers. Wolves
are the top predator on our con-
tinent. They control their own

populations instinctually. The
alpha male and female of each
pack are the only breeding pair;
the extended family help in
rearing the pups and the pack
rules a large territory so as not
to deplete the balance of ani-
mals on their range.

Coyotes, because they had a
predator. did not develop this
system. Every female breeds to
insure survival by numbers.
Now, in the East, their numbers
are spiraling. The problem is
similar to rabbits in Australia. In
the absence of wolves, coyotes
are the top predator and every
female breeds. This creates a
predator imbalance devastating
to prey animals and competing
predators. Some habitats lose
certain species altogether. In the
past 15 years I have found areas
once teeming in wildlife diver-
sity void of rabbits, grouse. and
depleted in deer population.

Some insist coyotes have no
effect on deer herds. however
my observations have produced
evidence to the contrary. In the
less hilly terrain of eastern
Massachusetts, where the win-
ters aren't so severe, biologists

may be right about this.
However in our western half of
the state, with its steep slopes
and harder winters, during years
of high coyote numbers the sce-
nario for deer is bleak.

Coyote take deer in several
ways: as fawns, as older mem-
bers, as dominant bucks
exhausted post breeding season,
and indiscriminately during
periods of severe icing, or deep
snow with a crust. The natural
instinct of deer during icy con-
ditions is to simply sit tight and
rely on stored fat reserves until a
thaw or new snowfall makes
conditions favorable to them to
move. Coyotes with their lighter
weight and wider feet to body
size are able to move well dur-
ing icy or crusted conditions,
staying on top of the snow. They
move deer from their bedding
areas, forcing them to try to flee
over the treacherous surface
where they are easy prey.

On a single morning, I video-
taped three deer kill sites and
two deer with their hamstrings
shredded who would not live to
see the next sunrise, all on a sin-
gle Colrain hill.

As a tracker and a naturalist I
understand and enjoy the pres-
ence of coyotes. I also under-
stand the importance of balance.
Nature in balance, with a nor-
mal number of coyotes in a
given area, would not adversely
affect deer populations. In the
absence of wolves, coyote pop-
ulations balloon. leading to loss
of wildlife diversity. In my
opinion, we have the responsi-
bility to maintain nature's bal-
ance, since it was our hand that
destroyed it.

The state uses hunting as an
economical means to control
surplus prey animals. It may be
time to create a more compre-
hensive management program
than those now in existence for
predators.

In the meantime, there is one
other natural control similar to
the one affecting raccoons and
other members of the weasel
family, and that is disease. The
mange is a non-viral disease
caused by either of two minute
parasites (dimadex or sar-
coptes). Sarcoptes is conta-
gious. When coyotes are over-
populated, with their social

habits and overlapping territo-
ries, you have a recipe for epi-
demic.

Mange insects irritate the
skin of their victims, resulting in
severe itching. The hair of
infected animals is rubbed off,
scratched off, the remainder
destroyed by the parasites. One
can only imagine the torture
infected animals endure during
the summer months. If the dis-
ease peaks just prior to winter, a
slow death by freezing is likely.
In December of 2003, I wit-
nessed several coyotes moving
across the snow with a few hairs
at the tips of their tails and the
rest of their bodies void of this
insulator. The skin on their bod-
ies appeared blotched pink and
purple, with clear evidence of
frostbite,

Coyote numbers were down
considerably in our area during
2004. The result was a notice-
able rebound of grouse and rab-
bits in a few areas. Deer, how-
ever, will take longer to recover.

The cycle will resume if
canis latrans is not kept in bal-

ance. W

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D.S. éi
173 Ave. A 4 Springfield St.
Turners Falls, MA Chicopee, MA
4713-863-4250 413-592-3530
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTROARD MEETING

A Pistachio for Your Thoughts

BY HYRUM H. HUSKEY JR.
Delayed by the Presidents Day
holiday, the Gill selectboard
munched pistachios, and dis-
cussed the physics of acid rain
laden snow between agenda
items at their rescheduled meet-
ing on Wednesday, February
23rd.

Selectboard member Ann
Banash  demonstrated the
physics of the lever as she
instructed Phil Maddern and
Leland Stevens how to pry open
a pistachio nut by using the
shell from a previously eaten
nut. Later. when Debra Rousell,
Gill's administrative assistant,
raised the issue of snow falling
off the town hall onto parked
cars, Maddern suggested the
snow in Gill seems to stick to

even well-pitched roofs. When
Banash offered that tin roofs
should cause the snow to slide
off, Maddern introduced his
own scientific theory: that the
snow might contain acid rain
that helps it stick to the roofs
here.

"T never know whether to
take you seriously or not."
Rousell chided.

In a more formal vein, the
board reviewed a draft cable
television contract proposal
with Stephen Fitzgibbons, man-
ager of government and com-
munity relations New England-
West, for Comcast Cable
Communications, Inc.
Fitzgibbons, who had met pre-
viously with the Cable Advisory
Committee, noted the proposal

contained provisions for extend-
ing service on four town roads.
Fitzgibbons also said it would
be necessary to hold a public
hearing prior to the current con-
tract's expiration in August of
this year.

In less technical matters, the
board:

¢+ were informed that
Representative Christopher 7.
Donelan had requested to use
town hall on Friday, February
25th, at 11:00 a.m.

+ were informed the town of
Gill had received a FY05 Bond
Premium rebate in the amount
of $31,943.78 which would go
to free cash for next year.

+ voted to accept 3.1 per cent
as the budget figure for depart-

Sandy Miner; from Ervingside, suggested we offer a column for people to share favorite family
recipes. Last week, she shared one her hearty soup recipes. Here's another of her favorites, for oven
apple pancakes. We welcome anv of our readers to send in recipes they might like to share.

SANDY MINER'S

OVEN APPLE PANCAKES

This oven apple pancake recipe is so old, I've

Generously spread margarine on the bottom

ment heads to include in person-
nel budgets. The amount would
include COLA raises.

+ took under consideration
the possibility of separating the
Riverside community building
and town hall for maintenance
budgeting purposes, and

+ and reviewed a portion of
the preliminary FY06 budget.

G-M School Committee
correspondent needed.

Two meetings per month,
stipend available.

Call the
Montague Reporter
863-8666

GCC Music

Series

m Music Classroom N253
Free and Open to the Public

Wed., March 2nd, 1 p.m.
Drumming Journey
with Steve Leicach
Join master drummer and
GCC World Music Ensemble
Instructor Steve Leicach on a
journey through Africa, the
Caribbean, and Brazil
Audience members will be
invited to participate.

Friday, March 4th from
12:15 to 12:45 p m.
Music from the Renaissance
to the 20th Century
with the GCC Chorus
The chorus of twenty singers
will be conducted by Margery
Heins, and Amy Crawford

will accompany at the col-
lege's Steinway grand piano.

LI’AUL PHILLIPS

and sides of two 9-inch pie plates. using about 2
tablespoons for each pan

Divide apples between each pan

Stir batter and pour over apples

Bake in preheated 375 degree oven for 30 to 40
minutes or until pancakes are golden brown.
puffed and set.

Serve hot in wedges topped with whipped
cream, maple syrup or ice cream.

forgotten where I got it.

I sent the recipe to the Erving Elementary
kindergarten class when my oldest daughter was
attending (she's now 36), so you can see the
recipe is an "oldie." The kindergarten class con-
tinued to make these for several years during
"apple picking time."

This is good as a dessert after a hearty soup. It
is also great as an evening snack while watching
TV or reading. The recipe makes two 9-inch pan-
cakes. and it can be served as a breakfast food or
a brunch dish with ham, sausage or bacon.

To THeE BriTisH ISLES

The PVS Chorus presents a ravishing
collection of choral gems from the
| 6th century to the present,
including selections by
Morley, Finzi, Holst,
Vaughan Williams and

Alexandra Ludwig

Chorus Director coronation anthems by Handel

Sunday, March 6,2005

3:00 PM Second Congregational Church, Greenfield, MA

PIONEERVALLEY

6 Eggs

1 % cups flour

1 % cups milk

¥ cup sugar

Y teaspoon salt

2 tablespoon cinnamon

5 tart apples, peeled, cored and cut into % inch
wedges

With a wire whisk or rotary beater, beat eggs,
milk, salt and flour till smooth

Let batter rest about 10 minutes

Combine sugar and cinnamon and sprinkle
over apples and toss to mix

TICKETS $5-$12,
available at World Eye
Bookshop, Greenfield;
Broadside Bookshop,
Northampton;
online at www.pvso.org
and at the door

HQRUS

Western Massachuse tis
spensored by §  Tlectric

The, Krethrove itk e

MATTHEW EDWARDS
OWNER = CLIMBER
INSURED

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

____ﬁ

= COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

MASS INSPECTION STATION
NO. 13051

194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE

62 Momnon Hollow Road + Milers Falls, MA 01349
Q78 544 7452

Full service market
Fresh fish from the Boston Market

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-7/3-1105

413-863-2236
FREE ESTIMATES

o
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

LaBelle & Lejiner

Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles

Locally Owned for 27 Years

u d
- mlautosales.cnlgy_,__

Geri Johnson

Auto Sales g, o sow wow
AUDI « VW - VOLVO - BMW T {413) 834-7569

66 French King Highway
Gill, MA 01376

(413) 863-9736

Fax (413) 863-9739

Li
CLUB
&

DL WOLEG
FEORE LN T

PLOW FRAU”

'_'Wﬂmlmm!

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your
altic, basement, garage, bam, yard, or entire estate. Removal

of just about anything! EREE estimales.
Reusable goods are donated to those in need.
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JOSEPH

continued from pg 1

throughout. But the stars out-
shone them. not only the princi-
pals: John Waynelovich, in the
role of Joseph and Marissa
Sicley, playing the part of the
narrator, but the entire cast.
John Austin deserves particular
mention. As Joseph’s lachry-
mose dad, Jacob, Austin showed
a tremendous flair for finding
the audience’s funny bone at the
most unexpected moments, as
when Joseph’s 10 brothers
showed up with their younger
brother’s blood-stained cloak to
claim he had been eaten by wild
animals, giving Jacob the cue to
dissolve into a truly operatic
outpouring of grief. He’s a nat-
ural ham.

Costume  director  Gail
Villeneuve, teamed with chore-
ographer Kim Waynelovich,
deserve a special round of
applause for what they did with
the Pharaoh’s Go-Go Girls
(Nicole Siano, Abbey Daniel-
Green. Kandra Cocco, Krista
Leveille, Lauren Tela, Aimee
Shattuck, Chelsea Isles, Jessica
Jackson, Julianna Felton, Katie
Bailey, Lara Ames, Lauryn
Zellmann, and Alayna
Zellman). These ladies looked
fantastic, whether they were

walking like an Egyptian, danc-
ing, or striking a stunning
tableau around the mighty limbs
of Andy Stewart, who proved
that Elvis has not really left the
house, he’s merely been reincar-
nated as Pharaoh, in kind of a
glam George Jetson outfit. And
the King can still belt it out with
best of them!

The musical had many stellar
moments. The Ishmaelites pro-
duced a fantastic camel (uncred-
ited) to carry Joseph off to cap-
tivity. Nicole Siano showed how
to put the va-va-voom in vixen,
as the voracious “Mirs.
Potiphar.” A dance with her
might be worth a year or two in
jail. The brothers (Josh Matusz,
Henry Gaida. Andy Stewart,
Jason Stewart, Ethan Kociela,
Kris York, D.J. Bennett, Chris
Humphrey, Ryan Herzig, Nick
Imbimbo, and Aaron Cappucci)
had perhaps the best set piece of
the night, during the lean years
“Back in Canaan” with Gaida
turning in a fine solo. ably
backed up by his famished fra-
ternity. “No one comes to dinner
now; We’d only eat them any-
how.” And the entire troupe
brought a little bit of the
Caribbean down the Nile with
the Benjamin Calypso: Mr. C
outdoing himself on trumpet
(with a hat Jimmy Buffet would

ﬂbth-Fqcc

Computer Solutions

COMPUTER SERVICES

PC REPAIRS AND UPGRADES
QUICKBOOKS SUPPORT & TRAINING
MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE

VIRUS REMOVAL
PC SETUP AND TRAINING

413-367-0025
abtface@bellatlantic.net

Office Hours by Appointment

Joseph’s brothers try fo console Jacob on the loss of his youngest son.

be proud of) and Bryant keeping
the whole thing together on
drums.

With all these excellent back-
ing ingredients, John
Waynelovich and Sicley had
their work cut out for them to
shine in their starring roles.
Joseph was hampered in that
task by his character’s innate
dreaminess. But he found his
voice as the show progressed,
particularly on the aforemen-

tioned calypso number, which
let him out of character long
enough to sing out loud and
clear.

For Sicley, projecting vocal
talent and stagecraft is an
embarrassment of riches. This
young lady has proved time and
again she is a natural star. Here,
she betrayed a tendency to
climb a little higher into the
upper register than seemed
entirely safe at times, but this

small complaint only served to
contrast the warmth and accom-
plishment of her portrayal over-
all.

The cast and crew deserved
the longstanding ovations they
received. Joseph provided the
first class musical theater we’ve
come to expect from these tal-
ented students under the
Wayneloviches’ direction.

V8!

Vacation on the Cape Winner

BY DEB AUSTIN

MONTAGUE CITY - Kerry Wyman of
Montague City was the winner of the Cape Week
vacation raffle to benefit the Turners Falls High
School Marching Band.

Kerry and her husband, Tom. have two chil-
dren, Justin and Jordan. The drawing was held
Sunday afternoon. February 20th, at the final per-
formance of the play Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat, in the beautiful new the-
ater at the Turners Falls High School.

The raffle of a timeshare week on Cape Cod
came from the idea of a cousin of Deb and Phil
Austin's who lives in Washington, DC. Down
there, such raffles have become popular as a won-
derful way to raise much needed money for the
schools in these hard financial times. Here in
Montague we were able to sell almost 50 tickets,
raising about $500 for the school band. We are
trying to raise money to buy new uniforms, as
ours are very old and in dire need of replacement.

The band boosters are constantly trying to come
up with new and creative ideas to raise money,
but it is a challenge. We need new people and new
ideas. Please feel free to attend our meetings,
which are held at the Turners Falls High School
Band room every first Tuesday of the month at
7:00 p.m. We also help pay for buses for the band
trip in the in the spring for band competitions,
give out a scholarship at graduation, donate
money for float making. help pay for a bus for the
cast of the plays to go out to eat after their last
performance, help cut the cost per student for
trips which include chorus, concert band and jazz
band. There are so many extracurricular needs,
and we love to be able to help. We are so fortu-
nate to have such great students. They are won-
derful, and the bandleader, Mr. C., provides them
terrific inspiration. Thanks to all of you who
helped by purchasing a ticket, and a big congrat-
ulations to Kerry and her family. Have a great
vacation!

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Renaissance
Builders

Stephen Greenwald

Turners Falls, MA 01376

PO Box 272

HK

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A

PO Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413-863-9433

professionally managed by:

30-Minute Crgss Training Fitness Center

FIT FIGURES

Sandra Parsons
Fitness Consultant = (413) 423-3954

* Yoga » RAMP Cardio Classes

Espresso* Cappuccin * Lattes

+ Great Casual Anﬁn{}nﬁere

» Grear coffee, pastries,
and breakfast served all day.

avai(aﬁﬁ:_ for lunch.

”

+ Deli sandhwiches and wraps are

39 Carlon Dr. 18 Main 5t.
LB Northampton, MA 01060 \{ Greenfield, MA 01301
- to 2:30 (413) 586-5995 (413) 773-3035
Sat & Sun ’
Zto4 we provide coouglhing ecopt the guests. . . .

111 Avenue A. Tumers Falls, MA 01376 /(413) 863-2800/ Zach Fellows - Owner

413/863-8316 HallKeen Management, Inc. « Nutrition Plans
Fax 413/863-9712 rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. * Fully adjustable machines
www.renbuild.net Sharon Cottrell 55 French King Hwy °* Erving
i dakd e @ (E\' In the French King Entertainment Center
® b New ) Come to us for
" "p ” J”e weﬁ::-': Northampton Greenfield W all your printing needs!

PRINI

180 Main Street
IGreenfield, MA 01301

+ Business Cards

+ Color Copies

+ Prints From Disk
+ Laminating

+ Carbonless Forms
» Oversized Copies

774-3500 And Much More!
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BY LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY - After
eleven years we have lost our
most favored pet, Susie. Of all
of our three cats she was the
brightest. the most curious. the
most demanding. She had a
large repertoire of behaviors and
a range of vocalizations that
amounted to cat conversation.
She had an interrogative chirp
which translated as "What's up?
What's going on?" a feline bleat

Adopted by Cats

residence shunned him and
chased him off at feeding time.
At that point I was living in
three small rooms over a garage
and had not given any thought
to having a pet. Nonetheless this
kitten with a sad story adopted
me. I named him Trouble, and
he was troublesome.

Trouble was the most amaz-
ingly clumsy cat I've ever
known. He took over the apart-
ment, exploring happily, leaving
a trail of
broken

" PHOTOS BY LESLIE BROWN

The late Susie was an investigator who loved drawers, bigh
Places, small nooks and crannies and had a wide array of

vocalizations.

which signified "Notice me; I'm
here," and a sharp meow of
command which demanded
immediate human response
regarding feeding. opening of
doors and most of all petting.
Susie also had a pathetic wail
we dubbed her jungle yell. This
sad cry came on the occasions
when she thought she was
alone.

My first cat adopted me
when I lived in Deerfield and
still went right to the farm to
buy my milk. One day when I
entered the 'store' area of the
barn, which was immaculate,
vet infused with the neighboring
real smells of hay and cows, a
small striped kitten leapt to the
counter and began rubbing itself
against my arms and hands,
purring loudly. The farmer

asked me if I would consider
taking it. He told me the kitten
had been dropped off at the
farm. The barn cats already in

items in his
wake. He
once frac-
tured  his
right foot
by landing
the wrong
way after
an attempt-
ed long
jump. He
was also a
wimpy fel-
low. He
moaned all
night after I
brought
him home
with  his
foot in a
cast. I gave
him a full-
strength
adil
aspirin  to
get us both
through
that uncomfortable night.

One Christmas, Trouble ate
an entire poisonous Poinsettia
plant with no 1ill effects.
Probably because of his early
privations, he was a terrific
eater, eventually achieving the
girth of a twenty-pound turkey
and earning the nickname
Teewaddle. Maybe his prodi-
gious size helped him handle
toxins with aplomb. I do know
that on one early dusky evening
my landlord called me excitedly
to report a large owl sitting in
the road. It was Trouble. This
cat bumbled happily through
life. He was a slow learner, a
lousy fighter who continued to
return to the ring. Just the same
he survived the move to a new
home where he continued to try
unsuccessfully to duke it out
with the neighborhood boys and
achieved the ripe old age of thir-
teen before succumbing to kid-
ney failure.

he time

Teewaddles death we hacl
already been adopted by his
successor, a small black cat
prosaically named Blackie.
She showed up at my hus-
band's sawmill and moved
right in. She sat comfortably
in the shop, impervious to
the whine of the table saw,
the screech of the planer and
the rumble of the belt sys-
tem that clacked and clat-
tered as it energized the
operations of the plant. This
petite but ferocious critter
once backed a dog into the
Sawmill River, refusing to
allow him to encroach on her
turf. In the winter she survived
the cold by rolling up in a piece
of discarded insulation.

Blackie was both independ-
ent and an inveterate lap-sitter.
If you sat down, there she was,
curling up in the nap position,
pinning you down. While she
was a girl of few words, when
she assumed the lap position,
her body vibrated with an
enthusiastic song.

After the demise of Trouble,
we brought Blackie home. That
was when we learned of her sin-
gle fear. The five-mile trip home
was punctuated by such
anguished groaning that we did-
n't take her in the car again until
the day we drove her to the vet's
office to release her from the
final illness from which she was
slowly dwindling. She was a
rugged little stray who must
have had some Siamese in her
veins. She had piercing, slightly
slanted hazel eyes and the char-
acteristic loud mewl. For eight-
een years she successfully
defended home and turf, cowing
much larger cats with her atti-
tude. After all that time as a
family member, we felt we
owed it to Blackie to be present
at her end. That experience is
one we've vowed never to
repeat. We both left the doctor's
office with tears in our eyes.

Months later when we
missed the feline presence in
our house, we went to the ani-
mal shelter. The cats were
housed in several tiers of cages,
and I felt compelled to inter-
view each ome first before
choosing a new pet. Each one of
those fiury persons needed and
deserved a home. However, my
liberal instincts were ignored. A
small paw reached out through

Trouble bumbled happily through life, clumsy though be was.

the grid of a cage hooking us in.
The shelter staff told us Susie
had been picked up in
Springfield and that when she
had playtime, she would climb
to the top of the curtains. That
didn't deter us. She had already
won our hearts.

Susie never climbed the cur-
tains in our home, but she was
an investigator. She loved draw-
ers, high places. small nooks
and crannies. We took to calling
her after Inspector Moto. For
the first few weeks we kept her
inside for fear of losing her.
Once allowed outside, she ran
and ran and jumped and
climbed. She flew around the
yard for the sheer joy of speed
and movement. Susie Moto also
sat quietly for lengthy periods
without moving, studying a

mole hole or the tiniest move-
ment in the stone wall. As much
as she loved her independence,
she was always checking in,
connecting. making sure you

were still there. She never sat in
a lap: she disliked being picked
up. but she could never get
enough petting. Her favorite
cold weather spot was on top of
the water heater. Warmed from
below by the heated metal and
above by the waves from the
wood stove, she was in seventh
heaven. In the early momning
hours, when the stove cooled
down, she jumped onto the bed
in search of body heat.

Susie preferred a limited
audience. She disliked all cats
and loved only three humans.
Perhaps she was discriminating.
Perhaps she was just cautious.
‘We wondered what her life on
the urban streets had been like.
Her sense of adventure and
investigation were very strong.
For eleven years she ruled our
lives, demanding, bossing. liv-
ing on her own terins. And we
loved it. I know she moved on
to her next life with a chirp,
"What's up? What's next?"
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Specializing in unique hair designs
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312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003
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fme instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored
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49 So Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. 01002
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BY FLORE

I gather some of you will be
watching closely next Sunday,
the 27th of February, as Oscar,
the gilded statuette, makes his
great annual processional.
Movie aficionados and our
readers, no doubt, are going to
succumb too! To be sure, I am

Oscar’s Rounds

planning to follow the glam-
orous event closely. I have
heard of parties being organized
around the festivities. Even ami-
cable betting will take place.
Who will the winners be? Best
picture nominees in the running
are, to refresh memory: The
Aviator, Finding Neverland,

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS caLl 863-8666, FAX 863-3050

Carpentry

No job too small - General Carpentry and
Home Repairs. Custom shelves a special-
ty. Call David, 625-9584

Tracknology Custom software, data base
development and web design. Call 413-
367-0149.

your vision for healthy communities,
ecosystems and businesses.
Grantwriting, strategic planning,
Ecological Footprinting, technical and pro-
Ject support. 978.724 0108.

For Sale

SEE EVERYTHING YOU MISSED in the
Montague 250th Anniversary Parade:
every float, every band, and all the crowd.
Are you in this video? Call MCTV 863-
9200 to order. Also for sale: Turners Falls

Million Dollar Baby, Ray, and
Sideways. 1 had hoped Hotel
Rwanda would figure on the
list, but ... Then follows: Best
Actress and Actor, Director,
Foreign Films, Music Scores
(great music for the film Ray)!
As you realize. the list is long!
What we view on the 'tube' is
only partial. The pageant func-
tions, unfortunately, within the
confines of commercial spon-
sors' demands. However, check
to get further information avail-
able on four clear descriptive
pages at: www.timeforaol.com/
tit/entertainment/oscars/2005/n
ominees.

If you are part of the hooked-
on-films gang, you will want 'to

Oscar

be immersed in this half and

half illusory world. Or, "Have

there is not much fo sink one's
teeth into." "That 'Moron Dollar
Movie, looking for its baby'
should not have made the selec-
tion. It's so poorly directed,
man! The story is so lightly
sketched: you never enter the
fascinating world of boxing.
You bump into a girl out of the
blue, training there. Her passion
for the sport is nebulous; how
on earth did she ever get into
it?"

Are you aware what actors
go through training to be in
parts like these? Take Hilary
Swank. Would you believe she
had to absorb the total of 60 egg
whites daily to build up 10
pounds of muscle in the record
time of three months? She saved

stick to your guns' defending
opinions on who should get
what and why. In the meantime,
before the envelopes are
opened, let me share some of
the brief comments I have over-
heard standing in the cinema
queue or around towmn.

“The movie industry is doing
well, in spite of its lean years.”
Has it regained its vital popular-

you noticed, in spite of renting
videos or DVDs to watch at
home, the cinemas are packed
full?" For viewing Sideways in
Brattleboro, five seats close to
the screen were left. take it or
leave it! We grabbed them.This
is, by the way. the favorite film
I would vote for! "To view The
Aviator, it was a full house at
the Hampshire Mall; we had to

Real Estate

Reynolds Properties - A friend for the
buyer, someone to represent you!
Consulting, buyer representation, 20+
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR,
CRS, GRIL Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553

Girls Softball Championship Game video-
tape. Both tapes on sale now Greenfield
Savings Bank in Tumers or by calling
MCTYV at 863-9200.

the film. She deserves two
Oscars! Do you remember her
in Bovs Don't Cry? She was fan-
tastic there, too.

You still have time to cast
your secret ballot, order out for
Chinese food, invite the friends
for potluck, curl up on the
couch. The pageant is about to
begin!

'Finding Treasures at the Gill Store

Skeleton 337tall on Metal base
(Smithsonian) $175.00, Newspaper
Bundling Box (Plowhearth) $45.00, Pair
of Porcelain Dolls 10.5" (American Family
1986) $50.00, Aluminum Roof Snow
Rakes, B.O. 863-9006 after 12:00 noon

CONSULTING: Helping youth investigate
business ideas. The Brick House seeks
consultants to help youth investigate busi-

ness possibiliies in artsrelated skills.
Call (413)863-9576 to receive the full
request for proposals (RFP).

Can You Sell? The Montague Reporter is
looking for an Advertising
Director.Can you help us grow?
Display, Business Cards, and Classified
Ads, Work by commission. Submit
resume and work history: reporterAds@
Montague MA net or 413-863-8666

services
COHERENT GONSULTING - Develop

GLASSIFIED INFORMATION

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR
LEASE - 3600 SF Office or Light
Industrial Space. 3 Phase 400 Amp
Service - Off Street Parking. Very
Convenient Location - Close to Rt2 & I-
91 Call 413-863-4346.

ELECTRIC TREADMILL
Call 863-2223.

Reporter Glassifieds:
$5 for 20 words per week; .10 per
additional word. Gall: 413-863-8666

.10 for each additional word

Check enclosed for

for weeks.

Name

Phone

ity? “The box office tells: busi-
ness is booming! People need to

return the next day."

"To tell the truth, this year

Hot $pot
Teen Center

Thursday, 24th ~
Technology Drop-in hours, 3-5
Movie Night, 6-8
Friday, 25th ~ Lock-in
with games, movies, pizza, 6
p.m. - 10 a.m. on Sat.
Mendays - Ongoing
Digital Arts Project
All of these programs are free
(except some skate trips) and
open to local teens. Some
require permission slips. For
more info about any of these
events or programs please caill
Jared at 863-9559.

Teen Center located in
The Brick House Community Center
24 Third St, Turners Falls

SHEA THEATER

SDLING ACTING CLASSES
The Shea Theater announces its
spring acting classes for ages 8
to 14. Acting class for ages 8 to
10, will begin on Tuesday, March
8th from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. and will
provide improvisational and the-
atrical skills and character and
story development. Acting class
for ages 11-14 will begin on
Tuesday, March 8th from 4:30 -
6:00 p.m. and will explore
preparatory stage skills of self-
presentation and ensemble build-
ing. Actors will develop improvi-
sational techniques. Classes run
for six weeks. For further informa-
tion or a brochure, please phone
the Shea Theater at 413-863-
2281 or email us at
shea@valinet.com.

The Brick House and
the bellybowl restaurant
present

Acoustic Open Mic

Friday, March 4th

6-9pm.
at the bellybowl, 104 4th Street
(next to the
Survival
Center) in \
Turners Falls. All
ages are invited to
take advantage of
this outlet for
expression.
Acoustic music of all
types as well as spoken word
performances are welcome.

For more information call
The Brick House at 863-9576
or the bellybowl at 863-4064.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

ranklin County’s Newest

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try F ;
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

174-7775

Secure 24-hour access

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to inquire

KUST

MONTAGUE, MA

413-863-3780

Joel Tognarelli
123 Avenue A
Turners Falls MA

TOGNARELLI HEATING AND COOLING

Specializing in Repair and Installation
of Gas and Oil Boilers, Water Heaters,
Ranges. Fire Places and Piping

Quality and Comfort at a

(413) 863-2295
Store Hours: M-W-F 9-3pm
TuTh 9-4pm

Reasonable Price

>
REGAL
Real Estate & Modular Homes ‘

Kyle Scott « Donald Bowman
Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556

131 Avenue A, Turners

REAL ESTATE

BENCHMARK

&ERA’[T ‘

Falls, MA 01376

Hayburne Building ® 55 Federal Street
Greenfield, MA 01301
Office: 413-774-1200 Desk: 413-774-1221

e-mail: bernie@benchmark-pratt.com

‘ BERNARD J. MONKIEWICZ, JR.

REALTOR®

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALL? fss.r!‘?#és SACHUSETTS

413-863-3133

PERSONAL MU, LS 5 ESTATES, (ORRER'S COITP
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FRIDAY, FEB. 25TH

A Bouquet of Music Concert
Series - Stoneleigh Burnham
Octet with Cindy Meese, direc-
tor. Concerts take place in
Franklin Medical Center's main
lobby. 164 High  Street,
Greenfield. Noon to 1:00 p.m.
(413) 773-2573.

Fourth Friday Contra Dance with
David Kaynor & Greenfield
Dance Band at the Guiding Star
Grange Hall, 401 Chapman St.,
Greenfield. 8:00 p m. - midnight.
(413) 367-9380

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
FEB. 25TH & 26TH
The Shea Young Stage Company
presents an adaptation of J.M.
Barrie’s

PETER PAN
Directed by Trevor Davis. The
Friday show is at 8 p.m.; the
Saturday show is a 2 p.m. mati-
nee. Admission is $5. For reser-
vations or more info call (413)
863-2281. The Shea Theater, 71
Avenue A, Turners Falls.

SATURDAY, FEB. 26TH
Wendell Full Moon Coffechouse
presents the Reggae Allstars.
Local reggae musicians perform,
to benefit Friends of
Wissatinnewag. For more info
visit www.wendellfullmoon.org.
FYI, Mark Erelli's performance,
which was cancelled due fo a
good old New  England
Nor'easter has been rescheduled
for June 25th, again to benefit the
Wendell Open Space Committee

Visitors are invited to join Sue
Cloutier of the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, on either of two
guided tours of birds in our habi-
tat displays, videos and the Eagle
Cam, at 11 am. and at 2 p m. At
the Great Falls Discovery Center,
2 Avenue A, Turners Falls. Both
programs listed below are free
and open to the public. Facilities
are accessible.

Television and film star Frank
Runyeon will bring his acclaimed
performance of the Gospel of
Mark to St. Mary’s Church, 90
Seventh St., Turners Falls. One
night only, 7 pm. His perfo-
mance of the Gospel of Mark is
set in the catacombs of Rome by
candlelight and is entitled
AFRAID! Tt’s text is the Gospel
of Mark, translated into contem-
porary American speech. It is a
play that is appropriate for the
whole family. Tickets, $10 adults:
35 students. For more info call
(413) 863-2585.

The Gathering Place at First
Parish of Northfield, Unitarian
offers card and board games,
mah-jong lessons, open mike for
musicians and writers, coffee &
light fare on the last Saturday of
every month from 7 to 10 p m. 72

Main Street, for more info call
498-5957.

Hilltown Folk presents Ferron,
7:30 pm. at Memorial Hall,
Shelburne Falls. With 12 albums
under her belt, including a 4-star
rating from Rolling Stone
Magazine, Ferron releases her
new CD, Songs From A
Goatpath, recorded with the
same musicians as on her infa-
mous Testimony. Ferron fans will
be out in droves for this show;
but there's still room for the
uninitiated. Ferron is a remark-
able singing poet, truth-teller and
humorist. Your heart and spirit
will not go untouched.

Tickets $17 advance/$20 door.

SUNDAY, FEB. 27TH

Got Kids? Family Dance at the
Montague Grange: child-friendly
contradancing at 4 p.m. The
Montague Grange continues this
wonderful family series, now in
its fourth year. The series goes
through April and features fami-
ly-style contra dancing, paced for
little feet (no age restriction) or
adult beginners, in a beautiful,
restored historic building, across
from the Town Commons in pic-
turesque Montague Center. Each
dance is on the last Sunday of the
month, from 4:00 to 5:30 pm.,
priced a sliding $5-$10.

Northfield Mount Hermon
School presents an afternoon of
choral music. Continuing this
year's jazz theme at NMH., the
Concert Choir will perform
selections from the Broadway
musicals Porgy & Bess and
Ragtime. The Select Women's
Ensemble will perform
Pergolesi's Stabat Mater, a dra-
matic poem based on the mother
Mary's observance of her son
Jesus bemg crucified. Featured
will be a guest string quartet from
the NMH Chamber Orchestra.
The NMH Singers will also per-
form. The concert will take place
at the Mount Hermon Chapel,
and begins at 3

p-m. Admission is free. For more
information, please call (413)
498-3281.

All That Jazz (and a dash of
Blues) The second in First Parish
of Northfield's free concert
series, features Jerry Noble on
piano with Bob Sparkman, clar-
inet, doing what they do and love
best ~ making music, and the
very best kind of music it is; per-
fect for brightening the February
gloom. They will warm your
hearts. move your soul. and agi-
tate your hands and feet, they
can't be anything but on the up
beat. Performance Sunday,
February 27th at 3 p.m. in the
sanctuary of First Parish,
Unitarian, 72 Main Street. Meet
the musicians at post-concert
reception. Donations welcome.

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

For directions call 498-5957.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2nd
There will be a meeting of the
Montague Grange at 7 p m. at the
Montague Bookmill, where a
video of “The Mill at Montague:
an Oral History” will be shown.

In Celebration of International
Women's Day: Open house at
NELCWIT. 4:30-6 p.m. at 10
Park Street, Greenfield. Learn
about NELCWIT's programs and
services from staff and board
members. The open house will
feature an exhibit of color photo-
graphs of indigenous women
from Asia and Latin America by
David Kestenbaum of Montague,
and international hors d'oeuvres
will be served. Call Diana Bella
at (413) 772-0871 ext. 11 for
more information.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4TH

Cabin Fever Tour sponsored by
CISA. This self-guided tour will
give you a glimpse behind the
scenes at local farms during late
winter and a chance to taste, see
and smell spring long before the
snow melts away. See what's
growing now, what's being har-
vested, and how your local farm-
ers are preparing for spring.
There will be dairy farms making
fresh milk, sugarhouses boiling
down sweet syrup, emu chicks
hatching. greenhouses full of
blooming flowers and more. Be
sure to visit the marketplace fea-
turing goods from Local Hero
farms, restaurants and retailers.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p m. Snow date:
March 5. 413-665-7100.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH
Cybertracking in the Montague

Plains: Hands on Science
Presented by Northfield
Mountain Recreation Area.

Cybertracking is a computer pro-
gram that allows outdoors person
to use a GPS receiver and a hand-
held computer to map data for
local conservation efforts.
Presenter is Walker Korby who 1s
interesting in tracking the public
use of land, whether for berry
picking or illegal dumping, so as
to better inform future conserva-

tion efforts. 1:00 to 4:00 p m. For
ages 10 and older. Pre-registra-
tion required 800-859-2960.

SUNDAY, MARCH 6TH

Sarah Pirtle & Lui Collins

OUTBREAK OF PEACE
7 p m. at Shelburne Falls Yoga
Inspired by Sarah Pirtle's award-
winning book, Outbreak of
Peace. Lui Collins and Sarah
Pirtle will share an evening of
nspiring songs, poems and sto-
ries about peace-making...
encouraging us all to explore how
we each contribute in our own
unique way to promioting peace
in our community and on our
planet. $12 advance / $15 door /
under 18 half price. This intimate
venue is mostly a sit-on-the-floor
place with pillow and bolsters.
There are about 25 chairs avail-
able for those who need them.
Feel free to bring a back-jack or
your own favorite pillow!

ONGOING EVENTS

Now through April 1st

Robert Farber Photography
exhibit at PureLight Gallery in
Turners Falls. Robert has pub-
lished nine coffee table books,
the first, "By The Sea"., was
brought into Doubleday publish-
g by Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis. His latest books are
"American Mood" the
revised soft cover publication
"Natural Beauty Farber Nudes".
For more information on Robert,
please his
www.robertfarber.com.
PureLight Gallery, 37 Third St.,
Turners Falls. For more info or
directions call (508) 885-6048,
visit www.purelightgallery.com,
or email jan@purelight
gallery.com. Gallery Hours: Fri.
4 — 6 pm., Saturday 10 a.m.— 12
p-m. or by appointment.

and

visit web site,

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jerry's Girls: eight Broadway
shows in omne, celebrating the
songs of veteran composer Jerry
Herman, will be presented
Saturday, March 12th, 8 p m. at
the First Congregational Church
of Ashfield. Take a trip down a
melodic memory lane with three
dozen showstoppers, ballads and

ey . By

(" Mabel Zobel

Sandra Facto il ™

Heaven is a broken scale.

good-time tunes from Hello
Dolly, Mame, La Cage Aux
Folles and five more shows. This
fun filled evening is presented by
the (former) St. Martha Players,
directed by Paula Cortis with
musical direction by our own
church organist, Amy Crawford.
This almost all female cast (well,
you'll see) will show off the her-
itage of Jerry Herman's hit shows
and music. If's a perfect show to
celebrate the strong women of
Herman's legacy. Jerry's Girls.
Suggested  donation:  $10;
Refreshments available. All pro-
ceeds to benefit the church and its
mission.

Mohawk Trail Regional High
School presents its 28th annual
All-School Musical, Seussical
the Musical. March 11th and
12th, 8 p.m. March 13th, at 2
p-m. For reservations call (413)
625-8371. Seussical the Musical
will also be performed at the
Shea Theater, 71 Ave. March
19th., 8 p.m. March 20th, at 2
p-m. Adults - $10.00, Under 18 &
Over 62 - $9.00, reservations
413-863-2281.

Sunday Al

films
at7 s

donations =
accepted

MONTAGUE-MA

DEEP FREEZE FILMS
Sunday, Feb. 27th

ALPHAVILLE, 1965

Jean-Luc Godard's wild ride of

a movie. An almalgram of film noir,

science fiction & comic strips, com-

lete with Orpheus and Eurydice.
rench/subtitled.

Projected upstairs withrefresh-
ments by the Lady Kiligrew Café
wwwmontaguebookmill.com, (413) 367-5206

CINEMAS
Main 5t. Greenfield. MA

413-T74-4881
www.gardencinemas.net

SHOWTIMES FOR
FRL FEB. 25TH - THURS. MARCH 3RD

1 SIDEWAYS R
DALY 600 200
MATINEE SAT SUN_ &WED 1200 300

2 BECAISEOFWINNDIXIE PG m DTS somd
DAY 600 900
MATINEE SAT SUN_ &WED 1200 300

3 BOOGEYMAN PGI3
DALY 600 900

3. POOHSHEFFALUMPMOVEE G
MATINEE SAT SUN,&WED 1200 200 400
4 AREWETHEREYET PG

DALY 615 915
MATINEE SAT, SUN, &WED 1215 315
5 HITCH PGI3
DALY 615 915
MATINEE SAT, SUN, &WED 1215 315
6 CONSTANTINE Rin DTS sxnd
DALY 630 9:30
MATINEE SAT, SUN, &WED 1230 330
7. CURSED PGI3 in DTS samd
DALY 630 930

MATINEE SAT. SUN_&WED 1230 330

|

Shea Theater
The Shea Young Stage Compan

Presents =

- ——

An acaplabion of LM, Barries

Peter
Pan

Directed by Trevor Davis
February 25,
Friday, Evening 8 pm

February 26,
Saturday, Matineg 2 pm

Admission $5.00
Reservations 413.863.2281

The $hea Theater
71 Ave, A Turners Falls, MA
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BY FRAN HEMOND
MONTAGUE CENTER - Late
February brought seven 'hood-
ies' to the Connecticut River off
Unity Park. They are a real
favorite, elegant, a little more
compact than their cousin mer-
gansers; they were bouncing in
the waves of a cold breezy after-
noon. Even the gulls had sought
sheltered retreats out of the
wind. The triangular white hood
on the black head. the white
breast and rusty tummy
give them real distinc-
tion. The girls sport a
somber gray coat, but

the tufty reddish
feathers on their
heads and their

handsome company
give them away as
'hoodies'. The fairly
long sharp merganser
bills are fine fish catchers.

Fairly frequently on the
river is the  Common
Goldeneye, the little diving
duck that's a flash of white.
Their green heads look black
and the white spot on their face
that gives them their name is not
readily apparent from a dis-
tance. Spot them on the canal
near the Patch where they come
in close to the shore. Here, the
iridescent green head and white
'eye' can be easily seen as you
spot them popping up from their
last dive. The girls are gray with
a brown head, not as spectacu-
lar, but equally agile.

The background flocks of
mallards give voice to the
waterways. Sometimes they

Visiting “Hoodies”

squawk and slip into the water
in an annoyed manner when a
person stops to view the canal.
In the water they dip for their
food, although one sunny noon
a couple of big drakes were
shallow diving and very suc-
cessfully fishing. A big gull

thought the catch
looked
like

good
eating and
tried to play robber. So
the mallard just dove under
again and the gull could not fol-
low.

That lunchtime, most of the
Canada Geese were sleeping in
the sun. Not so a couple of days
later when winter had returned.
They were active and noisy, the
reason not apparent other than
the wintry blast. Much of the
canal had been freed of ice, but
the few ice floes sailing down-
stream in the wind were occu-
pied by big black-backed gulls.

The common gulls are ring-
billed or herring gulls; the for-
mer a little smaller, supposedly
a more accomplished flier. If he
has a black ring around his bill,
he is living up to his name. The
great black-backed gull is also

easily iden-
tified, but the young brownish
gulls have to wait for the white,
gray and black pattern that gives
their parents distinction. It's
worthwhile to check a group of
gulls for a stranger, a new
species not generally in the area.
Gulls seem at their best soar-
ing in a bright blue sky, with the
sun shining through their white
wings, their abandon in escap-
ing the practicalities of food and
shelter to be envied.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

Suppose They Lit a Bonfire and
Nobody GCame?

BY FLORE

MONTAGUE CENTER -
Saturday evening, at the bon-
fire, I was a little dismayed and
disappointed not to meet the
crowd that poured into the
streets of Montague Center last
Halloween.

‘Where had the feeling of vil-
lage merrymaking gone?

Lo, the princesses of Wales
and the princes of Scotland had
vanished! The feeling of enter-
ing fairy land, where had it
gone?

Gone perhaps, underneath
the shivering laps of frozen
landscapes?

Who knows?

But, all bundled up, we were

the stoic ones participating: six
adults, four children and one
dog!

What fun we had, seeing the
live fire twirling and licking
with its high flames the vault of
skies!

The ground was totally hard
frozen.

The children bodysliding on
the ice - a grand sight!

So were the broad Percheron
horses, taking us for a mnight
hayride. Their cheerful har-
nessed bells could be heard
chanting, miles away, as they
passed through the silent village
streets.

Granted, due to the last
storm, explained one of the fire-

men, we had to postpone the
event. That could be the reason
for such poor attendance. Only
the Montague Reporter men-
tioned the festivities, twice. But
the others, like the radio, televi-
sion, local newspapers, simply
forgot about us.

To reassure him, we told him
the tradition in Italy was to bury
winter with a bonfire, just like
the one they had built so beauti-
fully here.

Had it not been for those pre-
sent, who came to rejoice, we
might have had the misfortunate
to witness the longest winter
ever known!

Close escape! But. where
were you?

The swans on the river seem
imperial at a distance. In their
quest for lunch they may tip up
and paddle forcefully to get at
tasty grass growing low, trading
the dignity that gives them
charm for food. And again the

young birds are without the
beauty of their
elders.

They
are ugly
ducklings.

Despite the good late winter
viewing on the river and canal,
my prize was an hour visit of
three Common Mergansers to
the North Pond. The open water
was bordered by snowy ice. The
mergansers walked around in
the snow, tested the water,
found shelter on the bank. It was

a sunny, calm, day. Everybody
was out, the breakfast club in
force: juncos, cardinals, tit-
mouse, chickadee and all, the
black ducks and mallards at
their favorite spots among the
beaver-cut branches that make
good perches near the shore.
The Common Mergansers
are cousins of Cupcake. the
hooded merganser who last year
about this time made her first
appearance at North Pond.
Subsequently she brought
a handsome drake, and
their repeated appear-
ances were a delight.
Cupcake nested
elsewhere. but one

spring, she came for

a brief afternoon
visit, time out from
babysitting. Perhaps
she was with the 'hoodies'
on the river and will stop in
later. This day the two mer-
ganser drakes, slim and well-tai-
lored. floating low in the water,
sported their iridescent green
heads and efficient-looking long
red merganser bills while the lit-
tle gray duck with her tufty rust-
colored head surveyed the situa-
tion.

‘Woods and water and open
fields are the great offering of
our area, and the little creatures'
presence can be a happy exten-

sion of our life. W

BY MARCY MARCHELLO
GREAT FALLS - On March
5, 2005, from 1-3pm an intro-
ductory bird watching pro-
gram will be offered at the
Great Falls Discovery Center
on Avenue A in Turners Falls.
The program will meet in the
parking lot and caravan to
local spots to view waterfowl,
gulls, and other local birds in
nearby locations along the
Connecticut River. The pace
will be gentle to accommo-
date people of all ages and
abilities. including families,
seniors, and people with dis-
abilities. Binoculars and
scopes will be available for
people to use.

The program is offered
through a federal grant called

Bird Watching at

Great Falls
Discovery Center

Project INSPIRE. in which
the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation
and Recreation has teamed up
with regional partners includ-
ing All Out Adventures of
Easthampton, the Hampshire
Bird Club, and the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service to promote
and provide inclusive recre-
ation programs. People with
disabilities are especially
invited to attend. For further
information and to pre-regis-
ter. please call 413-545-5758
or 413-527-8980. The pro-
gram is limited to the first 12
people who sign up and will
be offered monthly through
May.

253-9131

Avicenna
‘bﬁ Skin Care Studio
Customized ﬂromatﬁem_py Facials

Gentle Face & Body Waxing
Natural Mineral Color Cosmetics

9 6 . Pleasant Street, Amherst Center

Barbara Deguise, Licensed Esthetician

oS

A ———1 Anthony C. Tucker

A CustomJouch

Painting & Home Repairs

70 Oakman Street
Turners Falls

Home: (413) 863-4833
actmk@comcnst.net

413-367-2425

Lynn Reynolds

"Aiming for Astonishing Service”

= Specializing in Buyer Agency
* Professional Consulting
* Let us discuss the advantages!

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES
256 North Pleasani Street, Amherst, MA 01002

lynnreynolds@verizon.net






