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Mass Highwav "Not Inclined" to 
Rebuild Greenfield Road Bridge 
BY DAVID DElMOLD 
MONTAGUE - On 
April 1st, 1999, Jon 
Carlisle, spokesman for 
the Massachusetts 
Highway Department, 
said of the Greenfield 
Road overpass, "We cer­
tainly don't want it to be 
closed for a year." In ret­
rospect, that was one of 
Mass Highway's more 
humorous comments 
about the demolished 
bridge. The fact Carlisle 
made the statement on 
April Fools Day, nearly 
seven years ago, has not 
escaped attention, now 
that his colleagues, 
Albeit Stegemann and 
Rich Masse have for­
mally told the public 
Mass Highway would 
prefer not to rebuild the 
bridge at all. 

On Monday, January 
30th, Stegemann, 
Massachusetts District 
Two Highway Director, 
and State Highway 
Engineer Masse, 
addressed a crowd at the 
Great Hall of the 
Discove1y Center, with 
the selectboard and 
heads of various town 
departments present. 

Theylookedtmcomfort­
able. 

Stegemann staited off 
speaking in tones that 
were inaudible to most 
of the crowd, but began 
again when audience 
members called out they 
couldn't hear. "At the 
present time," he said, 
"Mass Highway is not 
inclined to move for­
ward with the bridge." 
He said the estimated 
$3.5 million overpass 
could not actually be 
built for less than $5 
million, due to the diffi­
cult hydrogeology of the 
site. Before sixty sec­
onds of his speech had 
elapsed, he began using 
the word liability, as in 
"Mass Highway is 
tmwilling to tmde1take 
the liability associated 
with the project," and he 
kept using that word in 
various formulations 
through the evening 
tmtil Franklin Regional 
Cotmcil of Governments 
transportation planner 
Maureen Mulvaney 
pinned him down. 

"I've heard you say 
'Mass Highway is not 

see BRIDGE pg 7 

Runwav Extension 
in Dispute 

BY PHILIPPE DEGUISE 
MONTAGUE CENTER 
Most residents of 
Montague don't give the 
Turners Falls Aii-port 
much heed. After all, they 
don't own planes and 
don't fly from there to 
wa1mer climates for the 
winter. Whether or not the 
aii-port is in need of a 
major structural overhaul 
and a nmway extension 
doesn't seem to interest 
most people, tmless of 
course their taxes are used 
to pay for it. 

According to the 
Turners Falls all1)01t com­
mission and aii-po1t man­
ager Mike Sweeney, the 
Turners Falls Aii-port 
needs a lot of work. At a 

minimum, the runway 
needs to be moved and 
repaved. Optimally, they 
say, it needs to be extend­
ed from its cuffent length 
of 3013 feet to 4200 feet, 
for safety reasons. 
Taxiways, lighting, trees 
and electrical lines must 
be rebuilt, improved, cut 
down and replaced. In 
sum, they are looking at a 
project with a seven mil­
lion dollar price tag, 
stretched over two years. 

Of that amount, the 
Federal Aviation 
Administration and the 
Massachusetts 
Aeronautics 
Administration will pay 
$6,825,000, leaving the 

see RUNWAY pg 9 
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Halhnark Uncorks a Gala Opening 
for Photography Museutn 

BYCHRISSAWYER-LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS - The comer of 
Third Street and Avenue A hadn't 
looked so good, or so proud, or so 
vivid in a long, long time. Outside, 
eve1y section of the sidewalk was 
cleared of snow and ice and debris; 
a red cai-pet extended from the ele­
gant wooden and glass door; a limo 
was prominently parked in front of 
the entrance. Inside, a ha1-pist ren­
dered complex compositions with 
grace and ease. Bouquets of exotic 
flowers adorned the large gallery 
space where a packed crowd, 
dressed to the nines, mingled. Some 
sipped wine and nibbled at a host of 

sumptuous hors d'oeuvres proffered 
by strolling waiters. Others chatted, 
making new acquaintances, or 
catching up with neighbors and old 
friends. Some simply inched along 
the walls, their backs to the gather­
ing and the waiters and the food and 
wine. Oblivious to their suffotmd­
ings, they gave themselves over to 
the evocative and powerful Barbai·a 
Bordnick photographs, marveling at 
what a flower or the human body 
could look like when seen by the 
keen, unique eye of an exceptional 
photographer. It was, after all, the 
photographs that had brought the 
crowd to the opening reception of 

what is sure to become a hot desti­
nation in Turners Falls and Western 
Massachusetts: the Hallmark 
Museum of Contempora1y 
Photography. 

Many have caught sneak pre­
views of the museum over the last 
six months: there was a show of stu­
dent photographic work last spring 
to raise money (in fact, over 
$10,000 was brought in) for tsuna­
mi victims; more recently, this past 
October, the museum hosted an 
exhibition of jazz musicians by 
New York photographer Paul Aresu. 

see HALLMARK pg 10 

Landfill Proposal 
Rejected 

New Use for an 
Old Library 

PHilJPPE DEGUISE 
TURNERS FALLS -
The town of Montague's 
landfill committee has 
unanimously recom­
mended rejecting the bid 
of Coventa Haverhill, 
the only vendor being 
considered for develop­
ing the town-owned 
landfill off Turnpike 
Road. At its regularly 
scheduled meeting 
Tuesday evening (1-31), 
the selectboard voted 2-
0 to accept the commit­
tee's recommendation. 
The board will assess 
the feasibility of reopen­
ing the bidding at a later 
date. 

According to town 
administrator Frank 

Abbondanzio, Coventa 
Haverhill 's bid did not 
meet the minimal tech­
nical requirements of the 
RFP (request for propos­
als). However, neither 
he nor landfill commit­
tee chair Emily 
Monosson would com­
ment on the reasons 
tmderlying that decision. 
"I am not prepared to 
discuss that tonight," 
said Abbondanzio, who 
said the details would be 
released in due time, 
once the separate evalu­
ations of each commit­
tee member had been 
collated. 

Asked by the select-

see LANDFILL pg 10 

SENIOR CENTER, FOOD PANTRY TO MOVE 

The Wendell Free Library 
BY DAVID DElMOLD offices. The idea is to 
& JOSH HEINEMANN relocate the senior center 
WENDELL - After a to the present town library 
December public fomm instead of the soon-to-be­
on Wendell's municipal constructed town office 
building plans, a new idea building, after the library 
came up to save the town moves into its new quar­
money on the cost of con- ters, on the site of the pre­
structing the new town see WENDELL pg 14 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Furry and Sweet 

Shiloh 
Shiloh is a five-month-old 

black and white long-haired 
kitty in need of a good home. 
This playful youngster is, 
like her siblings, FIV+, so 
she must live as an indoor 
only cat, which will keep her 
nice and healthy. Ask the 
Dakin staff about FIV if you 
have questions, they'll be 
happy to educate you on how 
it affects a cat's life and how 
a cutie like this can still be 
your friend for many, many 
years despite it. 

For more information on 
adopting Shiloh contact the 
Dakin Animal Shelter in 
Leverett at 548-9898 or 
via email at info@dakinshel­
ter.org. 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

Cold-Mex 50ft 
BIONOOB.D 

$16.951 

187 Avenue A. Turners Falls • 8634346 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Hats off to America 
BY LINDA mcKMAN 
MONTAGUE CENTER -A perfonnance 
of Hats Off To America will be held at the 
Montague Grange on Thursday, February 
9th at 7 p.m. Carol Pedigree of Greenfield 
stars in a musical pe1fo1mance featuring 
vintage clothing and hats. 

There will be a hat contest for the audi­
ence with prizes for various categories, 
including most elegant, fonniest, and most 
outrageous. 

The program is presented by the 
Friends of the Montague Public Libraries. 
Refreshments, including wine and cheese, 
will be served. No admission charged; 
donations will be accepted. 

The Montague Grange is located on the 
common, 34 Main Street, Montague 
Center. For more info1mation, please call 
the Camegie Libraiy, 863-3214. 

MCTV on the Air 
MCTV began broadcasting 

on Channel 17 on Wednesday, 
Febmary 1st from the studios 
formerly known as Crocker 
Studios in Tumers Falls. A for­
mal program schedule hasn't 
been created yet. MCTV staff 
and boai·d members are making 
themselves fainiliar with the 
equipment and are busy typing 
up public service announce­
ments for the community calen­
dar. 

MCCI, the pai·ent organiza­
tion of MCTV, will be holding 
their next board meeting at the 
'Studio in the Crocker' on 
Wednesday, Febmaiy 15th at 
7:00 p.m. They expect to make 
some minor revisions to their 
bylaws. MCCI also has three 
open seats they are looking to 
fill: a Millers Falls seat, a 
Montague City seat and an "at 
large" seat. Potential applicants 
ai·e encouraged to call 863-9200. 

POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST 
Dance Pavilion and Tea Room 

at Mayo's Point 

This recreational area was located on Millers Falls Road and in 
later years became a roller skating rink. Roller skating was quite 
popular before World War II. No1man and Janice Fuller's home 

now graces the site. From the collection of George Dyer. 
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From the Montague Town Clerk 
Dog Licenses Available February 
14th - John Zywna doesn't want to 
get 'ruff' with Montague dog own­
ers. But nothing raises the town 
clerk's hackles like the thought of 
one of the town's 1100 dog owners 
failing to license their pooch. New 
licenses are available February 
14th. If they don't show up to buy 
one ($5 for fixed, $10 for unaltered 
pets) before the end of March, own­
ers may find themselves receiving a 
stiff fine. So stay out of the dog­
house. Don't forget your best friend 
on Valentine's Day. And get your 
dog a license, too. 

Census Forms in the Mail - Town 
census forms were mailed out to 
every household in Montague on 
January 26th. If you did not receive 
one, call the town clerk at 863-3200 
x 203. Registered voters who do 
not fill out and return a census form 
will be dropped to the inactive voter 
list, requiring them to swear out an 
affidavit to vote at the next election. 
Besides unrenewed dog licenses, 
nothing gets the town clerk's hack­
les up more than people failing to 
return their census forms. 

Nomination Papers Available -
Nomination Papers for the May 
15th town election will be available 
on Monday, February 6th. At least 
seven town meeting seats will be 
up for election in each precinct in 
town. To run for town meeting for 

the first time, registered voters are 
required to get the signatures of 10 
registered voters from their precinct 
on nominating papers. Additionally, 
various town board members, 
trustees and other officials are up 
for re-election. Registered voters 
wishing to run for these seats must 
obtain the signatures of 30 regis­
tered voters, from any part of town. 
Last day to pick up nominating 
papers is Friday, March 24th. 
Papers must be turned in by March 
27th. 

On the selectboard, chairman Allen 
Ross is up for re-election this year. 
Moderator Ray Godin, assessor 
Betty Waidlich, library trustees 
Suzanne Kretzenger, Karen 
Schweitzer, Barbara Stewart, and 
Melissa Barton all face re-election. 
Nancy Green on the parks and 
recreation committee, Christopher 
Boutwell on the board of health, 
Barry Levine on the Montague 
housing authority, Mike Cenzano 
and Donald Girard on the soldiers 
memorial trust all must stand for re­
election to retain their seats. There 
is also one open seat on the sol­
diers memorial trust. 

Feel like a Brand New Person! 
With a 
Haircut at 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Feb. 6th -Feb. 10th 

Ed's 
Barber 
Shop 

115 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KarriArm MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Mon. - Fri. 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. Make meal reserva­
tions a day in advance by 11 
a.m. Messages can be left on 
the machine when the center 
is dosed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a 
hot noon meal weekdays to 
any senior. Transportation to 
the center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reser­
vations by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 6th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 7th 
9:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag 
1 :00 p.m. COA meeting 
Wednesday, 8th 

9:00 a.m. Foot screening, 
reservations required 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11: 15 a.m. Mealsite meeting 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 9th 
10:00 am. Coffee and conver­
sation 
10:45 a.m. "You Don't Need A 
Stroke" seminar 
1:00 p.m. Pitch 
Fliday, 10th 
9:15 am. Tap and soft shoe 
dance, open to the community, 
reservations and fee apply 
10:15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 am. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 
18 Pleasant St., Erving side 
(Old Center School, 1st 
Floor), is open Monday 
through Thursday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. For 
information and reservations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center director at (413) 423-
3308. Lunch daily at 11 :30 
a.m. with reservations a day 

in advance by 11 :00 a.m. 
Transportation can be pro­
vided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical neces­
sity by calling Dana Moore 
at (978) 544-3898. 

Monday, 6th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12:30 p.m. Pitch 
Tuesday, 7th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Oil Painting 
12:30 p.m. Haircuts 
Wednesday, 8th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 9th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 

WENDELL Senior 
Center, located in the town 
offices on Wendell Depot 
Rd. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for info, 
schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

''50 Years on the Ave" 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner 

Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Gill Store Grand Opening a Great Success 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
DOWNTOWN GILL - The 
Gill Store Grand Opening on 
Saturday, January 28th, had it 
all. There were coloring con­
tests for the kids, a contest to 
guess the number of candies 
in a jar, and a drawing for a 
gift certificate to the Gill 
Store. I guessed the correct 
amount of candies (a jarful) 
but they would not award me 
the prize. Around noon, peo­
ple came in for soups, sand-

wiches, and tempting deserts. 
Wine tasting was from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Former owner Susie 
Maddern still works at the 
store, part time. On Saturday, 
she zipped around as waitress 
and factotum. As of press 
time, no word on whether she 
will carry on her tradition of 
challenging customers to learn 
the definitions of difficult 
words. On her break, she read 
an article from the Montague 

Ashley Storrow of Gil4 1llith deli purchases for a trip to Vermont. They 
have country stores in V ermon~ but none like the Gill store, Ashley Sf!YS. 

Clerk Elizabeth Worthington, at left, looks on. 

Reporter on 
last week's 
tea tasting 
to Marion 
Bourbeau, 
W i 1 ma 
Cramer, and 
M a r y 
Bonnette of 
Greenfield, 
complete 
with the 
saga of the 
crystal 
radio and 
the tea 
strainer. 

Edwin 
B o o t h 
drove up 
f r o m 

Susie Maddern is all aglo1v at the renovated Gill Store. 

Georgia for 
the grand opening. He said he 
was there to help - to help 
taste the food, apparently. 
Helen Treml from Turners 
Falls left with her arms laden 
with assorted goodies. Ashley 
Storrow and her brother Ben 
stopped on their way to 
Vermont to stock up on sup­
plies. 

There are stores in 

Vermont; but none like the 
Gill Store, Ashley says. 

Store manager Vicki Van 
Zee took time from her busy 
sandwich making to offer me 
a cup of beef stew made with 
grass fed local beef. It was 
delicious. There is nothing 
like vegetarian beef stew. 

Cashier Elizabeth 
Worthington often had a long 
line of customers at her regis-

ter checking out purchases. 
Van Zee said she was very 
pleased with the big h1mout, 
and the support she has 
received from the surrounding 
area. She said she would put 
me on the payroll if I wrote 
one more article about the 
store. I did not stick around 
for the wine tasting for fear I 
would begin dancing on the 
tables. 

Sheffield School Calendar Features Photos from Five Villages 
BY NICOLE KAPISE 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
21st Century Community 
Learning Center after-school 
program at Sheffield School 
is proud to present the 2006 
Sheffield School calendar, 
titled A Town Full Of 
Learning. 

historical sites 
throughout the five 
villages of Montague. 
There are a number of 
samples of student a11 
in the inside cover 
and school info1ma-
tion (half-days, 
school vacations, 
etc.) and community 
event listings within 
the calendar itself. 

"It's an idea we 
thought would be 
fun," said Tova 
Neu gut, program 
coordinator for the 

everyone." 
The idea was adopted 

enthusiastically by the 
students, Neugut said. 
"The kids are really call­
ing for art programs [in 
school]." 

The Town Full Of 
Learning 2006 calendar 
costs $10, and is available 
at Sheffield School, 
Books and More in 
Turners Falls, and the 
Montague Book Mill in 
Montague Center. 

The after-school program, 
an affiliate of the Hampshire 
Educational Collaborative, 
produced the calendar with 
support from the Sheffield 
School PTO. The calendar is 
a fundraiser to suppo11 a11 
programs at Sheffield during 
the regular school day and in 
the after-school program. 

after-school program . ...._ _______ .....,. 
"We thought it would The calendar features photos of Sheffield classes at historical!J and cultural!J sig­
be a great way to raise nificant sites throughout Montague, including Town Hall Bartons Cove, Montague 

Picking one up will 
help keep you, and our 
local art programs, right 
on track for the year 
ahead. The calendar features the 

Sheffield classes at various funds and include Center and the French King Bridge. Above: The avid readers of Mrs. !.Aurel 
Robbins' 4th grade class pose in front of the Carnegie Library in Turners Falls. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

omce Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 

Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

131 Avenu~ A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Richard Andrew A.S.E. Certified Master Automobile Technician I 772-1007 I 

Service & Repair Chapman St. Greenfield 

Electrical Work Welcome ♦ Foreign & Domestic I February-March Special I 
Computer Diagnostics• Air Conditioning I $ 1 O Haircuts! with coupon I 

Hours Mon. - Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm 
I Amy • Bonnie • Debbie I Located at 144 Shelburne Rd. in Greenfield 

Behind Applebee's 
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Peskeomskut Park Redesign 
The newest Peskeomskut 

Park redesign committee met 
for the first time on Thursday, 
Janua1y 26th. This summer, the 
town will tmdertake a complete 
remodeling of the park, with the 
help of $320,000 in community 
development block grant ftmds. 
But the redesign has been years 
in preparation, with various 
committees meeting to push the 
concept fo1ward for more than a 
decade, and a prelimina1y 
design prepared by the Conway 
School of Landscape Design. 
The suggestions from those 
meetings, and the concepts con­
tained in that design have been 
incorporated into the working 
blueprints. The town will soon 
see them take shape, with 
repaved walks, a bandshell, new 
loam, plantings, many new 
trees, a tot lot, and picnic areas. 
Invasive species are slated to be 
removed (how that will be 
accomplished is a bit tmclear), 
but the well-loved fotmtain will 
remain, though the shrubs 
arotmd it will be pnmed or 
replanted. When complete, the 
park will be entirely made over, 
creating an attractive green 
space, perfo1mance and play 
area in the center of downtown. 
It will be the closest thing 
Tumers has to a town common. 

For this, we have the Tumers 
Falls Yotmg Women's Club to 
thank, first and foremost. In 
1967, the club raised ftmds and 
with the blessing of the select­
board tmde1took to transfo1m a 
vacant lot on Avenue A between 
6th and 7th into a park. 
Excavator Gil Lamore, nursery­
man Jim Stewart, and Wmslow 
Wentworth, town surveyor, 
along with cotmtless others vol­
unteered their services to the 
complete the effo1t. 

The name of the park was 
chosen to honor the Native ori­
gins of our village. It translates 
roughly as 'the place where the 
split rocks are,' refen-ing to the 
Great Falls. On the American 
bicentennial, a stone fountain 

The summer concerts by the 
Montague Commtmity Band, 
one of the oldest continuous 
community bands in New 
England, are much anticipated 
events, enjoyed by yotmg and 
old. After this summer, they will 
once again have a suitable place 
to play when the new bandshell 
takes the place of the old band­
stand that once stood in Unity 
Park. (More than a htmdred 
years ago, when it was still 
known as the Ge1mania Comet 
Band, performances were 
staged from a wooden stand on 
the comer of Avenue A and 2nd 
Street.) 

The Farmers Market will 
have to fmd a new location for 
vendors to set up this summer, 
as constrnction work progress­
es. But they will be back on 6th 
Street, with a far more beautifol 
backdrop, in 2007. 

The one thing that concems 
us, amid all the positives in the 
new plan, is that suitable care be 
taken of the many memorial 
plantings that have taken root in 
Peskeomskut Park over the 
years. In addition to plantings 
by Students Against Dnmk 
Driving and in memo1y of 
Korean War veterans, recent 
tragedies in town were remem­
bered by trees planted in memo­
ry of Vivian Morrissey, Virginia 
Reyes, Cathy Gochinski, and 
Tracy Shepherd, four Montague 
women killed by their pa1tners, 
fourte.en years ago. When 
Palden Sangpo, a Tibetan 
refogee who washed dishes at 
the Shady Glen, died in the fire 
at the Crocker Building in 1997, 
trees were planted and a stone 
bench placed in his memo1y, 
too. 

These memorials were 
placed along the paths and 
walks that existed in the park at 
the time. As those paths are 
redesigned, and the sightlines to 
the new bandshell created, those 
trees have to be moved; we 
tmderstand that. But they should 
be moved in consultation with 

was dedicated at the front of the the communities, organizations, 
park, with a wish for the nation 
to be at peace. People still throw 
coins into that fotmtain every 
year, making wishes of their 
own. 

and families that planted them 
in the first place, and rededicat­
ed in a spirit of honoring the 
past, while making way for the 
foture. 
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Mass Highwav offers to 
make the Greenfield Road 
detour permanent. 

LETTERS 11(¥inE EDITOR 

Gill Store Highlights Appreciated 
How wonderful that your 

paper has recently highlighted 
the 'new' Gill Store. How lucky 
we are in Gill to have had this 
landmark reopened, and to se.e 
Susie Maddern there among the 
staff, such a familiar face. The 
store has had a face lift but seems 
like it has retained its cha1m and 
familiarity, where the staff is 

friendly and wants to get to know 
you. This doesn't happen in most 
chain stores. I was never sure 
how Susie remembered all those 
bi.tthdays and never forgot to say 
hello on your special day! 

What a wonderfol paper, the 
Montague Reporter. David 
Detmold and his staff do a super 
job of reporting what is going on 

not only in Montague but the 
Franklin County area. You seem 
to have a. good balance of facts 
and opinion and seem willing to 
be unbiased, which is hard to 
find in any print news today. 

Keep up the great job! 
- Cindy Hunter 

Gill, Ma. 

New Parking for Turners? 
A new parking lot has opened 

up in downtown Twners Falls. 
Across the lane from the popular 
club of St. Stanislaus Society is a 
leveled area of dirt, swrnunding 
a defunct building site with two 
impressive mounds of earth. The 
level area has lately become a 
double-lane parking spot. 

A whole convoy of trucks was 
lined up in the double lanes la.st 
Saturday night. At around 9 p m. 
it was time to "move 'em out." 
Happy men rolled out of the club 
and fired up their big machines. 
One on the inside lane ( closest to 

I listened a little bit. 
I think things are 
going so-so. The 
poor fella (Bush) is 
doing all he can do. 
The economy is 
poor these days. 

-Howard Feige 
Turners Falls 

I didn't watch, but we 
are in a sad state at 
this point. The elderly 
suffer most and get 
the least support. The 
economy is suppos­
edly up but people get 
more in the red each 
year. If this continues, 
there will be more 
desperate people. 

-Brenda Darnley 
Turners Falls 

the impressive mounds) decided 
that straight fo1ward was the best 
way to go: not deteITed by hang­
ing up on a. boulder ( excavated 
ledge that now serves as the cor­
nerstone of the building site), he 
pressed fo1ward through our gar­
den, leaving two deep mts - one 
through the garlic bed and the 
other through our compost pile. 

If the contractor for this build­
ing site can't afford to do any­
thing else with this property, cer­
tainly the neighborhood has use 
for extra parking, and the mas­
sive mounds could be levelled to 

plant a lovely community garden 
this spring. The site's foundation 
walls would serve our communi­
ty well as rampa1ts - to ke.ep 
trucks and traffic off our flower 
beds and vegetable plots. 

- Stephen Cobb, 
Turners Falls 

We welcome your letters. 

m~.e .fflontagu.e 3&.eport.er 
24 3rd St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

has ruined the economy, 
~ta.er. • artmcially driven up fuel 

prices and gotten us into 
the middle of a civil war in 
Iraq. It was a lot of political 
rhetoric. It seems like the 
people who elected him are 
the ones he is screwing the 
most. -Steven D. Brown 

Turners Falls 

I did not listen but the coun­
try has been thrashed by a 
hurricane, there are no 
restaurants around, no cloth­
ing stores and nowhere to 
buy shoes. Everything is 
going down. I feel sorry for 
the younger generation 

-Ellen Caruczek 
Turners Falls 
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Early Days of Turners Falls 
The following excerpts are 

taken from a historical paper by 
Charles W. Hazelton of 
Montague City; read by him at 
the Annual Meeting of the 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association, held at Deerfield 
on Thursday, Feb. 23rd, 1926. 

"For over 200 years, the 
Connecticut River was the main 
a1te1y of travel and transpo1ta­
tion between the towns and 
cities of the coast and nearly all 
the tenito1y embraced by its 
watershed in Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Western 
Massachusetts. 

The locks and 
canal at Turners 
Falls were opened 
in 1798, and for 
the next fo1ty or 
fifty years, a very 
prosperous busi­
ness was carried 
on, but in 1846, 
when the 
Connecticut River 
Railroad was built 

tain a dam and canal, and lease 
and sell the use of water for 
power purposes, they began the 
construction of the dam and 
headgates. 

This dam was the fourth to 
be built in practically its present 
location, since 1793. Timothy 
M. Stoughton, born in 1818, 
and for 90 years a resident of 
Riverside, said to me that he 
had seen three dams either car­
ried out or seriously injured by 
ice freshets before this dam of 
1866 was built. The engineer 
for the construction of the dam 
of 1866 was Charles Francis, a 

the Old Hotel, so-called, which 
as a matter of fact was not a 
hotel at all, but had previously 
been the residence of the 
Superintendent of the Locks 
and Canal of the old company, 
and later had been used as a 
boarding house for the men 
employed in the constmction of 
the new dam. 

The proprietress of the Old 
Hotel was Mrs. Susan 
Lebomveau. There was a Mr. 
Lebomveau, Louis, but he was 
not ve1y much in evidence. 
Both were ve1y much along in 
years. The principal experience 

in the early life 
of Louis that he 
liked to refer to 
was the time 
when he drove 
the stage from 
Keene to 
Brattleboro. He 
was a ve1y 
methodical 
man. In the 
main living 
room there was 
a large fire­
place, and at the 
left hand side 

to Greenfield, and 
began the trans­
portation of travel 
and merchandise, 
the business of the 

Thi.r map of Turners Falls dates back to 1877. Louis had his reg­
ular seat. The last 

thing that he did before going 
upstairs to bed was to put his 
hat on the mantel over the fire­
place. The first thing he did 
after coming down was to put 
on his hat, then light his pipe, 
then put on his shoes, then start 
the fire in the kitchen stove. 

canal ve1y rapidly diminished, 
until soon it did not pay for its 
operation, the last boat going 
through the locks in 1856. From 
that time until 1865, the old 
canal was going to decay as to 
its locks and the dam, and the 
canal bed was growing up to 
bmsh. 

On account of the loss of its 
business, the canal property had 
become practically worthless, 
but its organization had been 
maintained. Col. Alvah 
Crocker, of Fitchburg, through 
his knowledge of the develop­
ment of water power already 
made at Lowell, Lawrence and 
Holyoke, realized the possibili­
ties and value of a similar 
development at Turners Falls. 
He, therefore, through Mr. 
Wendell T. Davis of Greenfield, 
who had been for a number of 
years the secreta1y and treasurer 
of the old Locks and Canal 
Company, secured control of 
the stock of the old corporation, 
and proceeded to change the 
name and organize the Turners 
Falls Company. 

In 1866, after the company 
had, by act of the Legislature, 
been relieved of the obligation 
to maintain the canal for navi­
gation purposes and was 
empowered to build and main-

son of James. B. Francis, the 
engineer of the Locks and Canal 
Company at Lowell, and a 
noted authority on hydraulics, 
but after the constmction of the 
dam, it was decided that a 
change should be made in the 
engineer. 

Col. Crocker had a brother, 
who at that time was engaged in 
the practice of civil engineering 
at Laconia, in the State of New 
Hampshire, and in September 
of 1867, this brother, William P. 
Crocker, was employed as engi­
neer to go on with the work of 
developing Turners Falls. It was 
with him, as a boy just starting 
in to learn smveying and engi­
neering, that I came to Tmners 
Falls, on the 18th day of 
September of that year, 
although he had preceded me by 
a day or two in his arrival. 

On my anival at Greenfield, 
I was met at the station by 
George W. Potter, who at that 
time, and for some years previ­
ous, had acted as agent for the 
Locks and Canal Company in 
the care of some of its prope1ty, 
and during the construction of 
the dam of 1866, acted as pur­
chasing agent. Mr. Potter 
brought me to Turners Falls by 
the way of the old toll bridge at 
Montague City, and left me at 

Mrs. Lebomveau was a most 
excellent cook, and by reason of 
her skill in that line did quite a 
business in transient meals. She 
sometimes expressed consider­
able feeling when Geo. W. 
Potter put butter on the pie 
crust. 

The next morning on looking 
the place over, in addition to the 
Old Hotel and the Lock tender's 
house, near the dam, with 
Samuel D. Eme1y as a guide, I 
found the Goss tenement house, 
the Goddard and Taft houses up 
near the feny, a small house 
standing near where the Schuler 
block now stands and one other 
house on the old road to 
Montague City, near where the 
Griswold tenement block now 
stands, temporarily occupied by 
John Dunbar and family. This 
was the situation at the begin­
ning of the early days of the 
present village of Turners Falls. 

courtesy of Lillian Fiske 
continued next week 

5 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 

Hold Your Horses 
Friday 1-27 

1 :24 a.m. Repo1t of a 
domestic disturbance at an N 

address. 

was anest an c arge w1 
domestic assault and batte1y. 

2:55 p.m. Walk-in to station 
repo1ted witnessing a motor 
vehicle accident on Montague 
Street. Neither owner repo1ted it. 

Saturday 1-28 
11 :42 a.m. Repo1t of an ani­

mal complaint at a Federal 
Street, Montague address. 
Three dead birds were fotmd. 
Advised to call animal control. 

12:01 p.m. Repo1t of an ani­
mal complaint at a Turners 
Falls Road address. A horse 
was loose. Owner took control of 
horse. 

12:37 p.m. Repo1t of an ani­
mal complaint at a Turners 
Falls Road address. Horse 
loose again. Turned over to ani­
mal control. 

5 :04 p m. Report of a larce­
ny at Cumberland Fanns on 
Montague City Road. Male 
subject stole food. Officer 
tmable to locate. Report taken. 

9:58 pm. Repo1t of a distur­
bance at an L Street address. 
Fotmd to be a verbal argument 
between neighbors. Both par­
ties spoken to. Peace restored. 

10:45 p.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a 
Newton Street, Millers Falls 
address. 

Sunday 1-29 
7:34 am. Report of an ani­

mal complaint at a Turners 
Falls Road address. Horse 
loose again. 

Monday 1-30 
6:24 am. Report of an ani­

mal complaint at a Ttnners Falls 

BORDEAUX WHINE 
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Road address. Horse loose again! 
9:25 a.m. Walk-in to station 

reported an assault happened at 
work. Advised of comt options. 

12:56p m. Reportofalarce­
ny at Turners Falls High 
School. Seventeen-year-old 
male summonsed. 

Tuesday 1-31 
9:05 am. Report of illegal 

dumping at a 3rd Street 
address. Someone left mat­
tresses next to a dumpster. 
Unable to locate the perpetra­
tor. 

7:02 p.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a 7th 
Street address. Found to be ver­
bal only. 

Wednesday 2-1 
3: 4 5 a.m. Repo1t of a distur­

bance at a Turners Falls Road 
address. Neighbors playing 
loud music. Officer had them 
turn it down. 

7:40 am. Report of a break­
ing and entering at a 4th Street 
address. A motor vehicle was 
entered. Repo1t taken. 

I ~ oC:, 
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Owning the Best Just Got Better! 
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Congratulations, Harriet Tidd! 

BY JOSEPH A PARZYCH 
GILL - The Friends of Gill spon­
sored a smprise retirement party 
for Han-iet Tidd in the Gill 
Congregational Church commu­
nity room on Sunday, Januaiy 
29th. The potluck celebration 
brought a great response, espe­
cially since there was no publicity 
( obviously), and news of it spread 
only by word of mouth. 

Both Representative Chris 
Donelan and Senator Stan 
Rosenberg attended the affair. 

When someone requested that 
both of them pose together for a 
photo opportunity, Rosenberg 
complied, but said he generally 
avoids standing next to Donelan. 
"It makes us look like Mutt and 
Jeff," Rosenberg said. "I noticed 
that more and more politicians 
have names ending in vowels. We 
may change our names to 
Rosenbergi and Donelano." 

People brought a wide variety 
of dishes. "Bring whatever you 
like," Beverly Demai·s said when 
she called. "The Friends of Gill 
are supplying the dessert." 

You HAVE SERVED GILL WELL 

PARZYCH PHOTO 

Selectman Philip Maddern, left, presents Harriet Tidd, center, with a plaque listing some of her ma,ry 
accomplishments during her years of service as town clerk, librarian, finance committee member, assessor, member of 
the council on aging, historian and sage. Tidd is suffounded '!Y friends in this photo, taken at her retirement party. 

There was not a duplicate dish cake, honoring Tidd's more than visit here, spend their money, then 
on the table. Ellen Hastings 50 years of service to the town of go back home." 
donated a huge cake she had Gill. Rosenberg went on to say, "It 
baked and artfully decorated with Ronnie Lachance introduced is commtmities like this where 
frosting rosettes. She lettered the Donelan and Rosenberg. Donelan people like Hai1·iet serve for 

door as soon as the award presen­
tation and photo-op were over, 
and later stayed to paitake in food 
and conversation. 

Phil Maddern, selectboard 
chainnan, presented Tidd with a 
plaque honoring her for her long 
years of se1vice as town clerk, 
libra11an, finance committee 
member, assessor, member of the 
council of aging, histo11an, and 
sage. "I'm responsible for adding 
'sage,' Maddern said. 

Han'iet warmly thanked every­
one for hono1'ing her with the 
retirement paity. 

In eai·lier years, she was also 
the Gill coffespondent for the 
Greenfield Recorder Gazette. Her 
repo1ts were folksy. Hairiet kept 
people informed of happenings in 
town, such as who was visiting 
whom, from fai-off places like 
Hatfield or Amherst. 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE Gill POUGE LOG 
spoke first, saying a few suitable years, and people get together to 
words before presenting Tidd show their appreciation for those 
with an awai·d. Rosenberg, next, who serve, as we ai·e doing, here, 
kept the crowd in stitches with his today- that's what I like about liv­
monologue. He pointed out, with ing out here in Western 
tongue in cheek, that his award Massachusetts." 

She took photos of house fires 
and wrote the repo1ts as well. 
When I was in the fomth grade 
she informed the world that I had 
repo1ted sighting the first robin 
that spring. That was my 15 min­
utes of fame. She probably could 
tell me who told her, if I asked. 
She once wrote about our dog 
growing a pumpkin. He liked to 
bmy things, including part of a 
pumpkin, seeds and all. The seeds 
sprouted, and the vine produced a 
pumpkin. Hairiet took a photo of 
the dog with his paw on the 
pumpkin, and wrote the story. 
That was his 15 minutes of fame. 

A Quiet Week 
Tuesday 1-24 
9:20 p m. Emergency message 
delivered to French King 
Highway resident to contact 
the hospital. 

Wednesday 1-25 
8:19 pm Assisted with med­
ical emergency on Oak Street. 

Thursday 1-26 
11 :20 am. Received info1ma­
tion at station regarding suspi­
cious activity on Main Road. 

4:20 pm. Assisted Erving 
Police with motor vehicle acci­
dent. 

6:15 p.m. Snowmobile com­
plaint on River Road, unable to 

locate. 

F1iday 1-27 
5:40 p.m. 911 inis-dial on 
Motmt He1mon campus, all 
o.k. 

Saturday 1-28 
1: 15 p.m. 911 inis-dial on 
Motmt Hermon Campus, all 
o.k. 

Monday 1-30 
10:20 a.m. Assisted with med-
ical emergency on River Road. 

Tuesday 1-31 
5:05 pm Car vs. deer accident 
on French King Highway. No 
injuries, deer gone on a1rival. 

was much nicer than Donelan's. Rosenberg's sincerity and his 
"It has a nice blue cover; ability to entertain may be a big 

Donelan's is plain white. We have reason he has stayed in office for 
four signatures," Rosenberg said, so many yeai-s. He fondly recalled 
reading off the names. He also how he once called the Gill town 
pointed out that his award says, hall number to ask a question and 
"Over 55 years of se1vice, thus, got Hairiet at home. The town 
even beating out the cake, over hall number used to ring at her 
there, which only has 50 yea1-s." house when she was not at work, 

After the laughter subsided, as a convenience to townspeople. 
Rosenberg said, "People in "She said she was at home," 
Boston don't know this place Rosenberg said, "but could 
exists. They think Massachusetts answer my question. And she did. 
ends at Frainingham, and they ask Hai11et and I started off at the 
why I chose to live 'way out same time. She sta1ted se1ving the 
there."' town, and I started eating and 

"Don't tell them!" someone talking. Now, here we are 55 
c11ed out. "We don't want them years later." 
moving here." It was not lost on the gathering 

"I don't. I encourage them to that Rosenberg did not zip out the 

Han'iet lives in a remodeled 
Methodist Church on Cross 
Road. When she and her husband 
George first came to Gill in about 
the early 1940s, they owned and 
rode horses. George also kept a 
milk cow. He milked the cow 
with a Surge inilking machine 
powered by the vacuum of his 
automobile engine when the cow 
was in the pasnn·e. Han'iet may 
have milked the cow too, though 
no one ever saw her doing it. I'm 
willing to bet she could. 
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BRIDGE from pg 1 
inclined,' I've heard you say 
'Mass Highway is reluctant to 
replace the bridge,' I haven't 
heard you say 'Mass Highway 
will not replace the bridge.' 
People are creatures of habit. 
The bridge connects places peo­
ple are going. What else is it that 
is factoring into this decision?" 

If the town decides it wants 
the bridge rebuilt, replied 
Stegemann, "Mass Highway is 
going to ask the town to assume 
some liability with Mass 
Highway in case the stmcture 
fails." Calculating the risk of 
rebuilding at that location, he 
refened to the potentially huge 
liability of damaging the 
Guilford tracks that nm beneath 
the overpass - or used to nm 
beneath the overpass before it 
was demolished following April 
7th, 1999, when the abutments 
tipped further and the bridge's 
road surface sank 12 inches 
overnight. Before "the railroad 
undercut the rails and disturbed 
the stability of the underlying 
aquifer," in Stegemann's words. 

According to a 2001 report 
evaluating soil and grotmdwater 
conditions at the site for the 
Montague conservation com­
mission, by Stephen Mabbe, a 
hydrogeologist at UMass 
Amherst who is now the 
Massachusetts State Geologist, 
"in mid to late winter 1998, the 
railroad commenced tmdercut­
ting operations at the site to 
accommodate excess height 
cars under the bridge stmchrre. 
This operation apparently desta­
bilized the existing granite 
fotmdation system, causing the 
abutments to lean. In addition, 
the removal of subgrade materi­
al combined with the dynamic 
loading of the trains caused the 
saturated underlying fine sands 
beneath the clay confining layer 

to destabilize, leading to soil 
failure, loss of grotmd, and 
excessive settlement of the 
tracks." 

Stegemann confirmed that 
Mass Highway had authorized 
Guilford Rail's request to 
undercut the tracks at the site, 
part of a move to get double 
stacked freight cars sufficient 
clearance to pass beneath road­
ways throughout New York and 
New England. But, "Nobody 
knew what the result of the 
undercutting would be," 
Stegemann said. 

UMass soil scientist and 
Montague conservation com­
mission member Deb Picking 
confirmed Mabbe's findings 
regarding the complexity of the 
substrate and grotmdwater con­
ditions at the site. 

"It is a challenging site with 
respect to its soils and its 
hydrology," said Picking, who 
characterized the soil in the area 
as "glacial lake bottom sedi­
ments" from ancient Lake 
Hitchcock, depositied 10,000 to 
14,000 years ago. "Glacial lake 
bottom sediments have a very 
high clay content, not a ve1y sta­
ble substrate on which to build. 
Compotmding the problem in 
this location are the presence of 
confined aquifers, tmder pres­
sure. If you put an open pipe 
down beneath the clay, water 
would come spurting out," 
Picking said. 

The nearby Montague Plains 
were fo1med at the same time, 
by deposits of larger sedimenta-
1y material from glacial streams 
flowing into the lake. Now, the 
porous sand and gravel of the 
Plains act as an aquifer recharge 
area, gathering and filtering 
rainwater into the aquifer, 
which travels laterally down­
grade, in this area, toward the 
fish hatche1y and Greenfield 
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Road. The Bitzer Fish Hatche1y, 
like other hatcheries along the 
Connecticut Valley, is character­
ized by the presence of springs 
of "cold, clean groundwater 
upwelling at the toe slope of 
these sand deposits," Picking 
said. Mabbe's report also notes 
the presence of a spring on the 
north embankment of the for­
mer Greenfield Road overpass, 
and mentions, "the pathway of 
the spring is tmknown." 

In layperson terms, the fine 
clay deposits, tmstable footing 
for heavy struch1res like 
bridges, act to seal off ground­
water in the confined aquifers. 
Dig down through the clay, or 
remove it, and the "interfin­
gered" layers of permeable sand 
allow groundwater to flow, 
making the sediment more 
unstable, more fluid. 

Picking, who formerly 
worked at an engineering film 
as a wetlands geologist, said 

even with the complexities of 
the underlying dynamics, "I'm 
sure there is a solution for build­
ing at the site. It's a ma.tter of 
money. There are geotechnical 
engineering solutions to these 
scenarios." 

But Mass Highways' Masse 
cautioned, "There are limited 
resources. There is limited fimd­
ing available. We can't do 
eve1ything people want us to 
do." 

In lieu of rebuilding the 
bridge, the Mass Highway 
spokesmen offered to move for­
ward with the long delayed 
Greenfield Road reconstmction 
project, in stages, and offered to 
include a total rebuild of 
Hatche1y Road, the detour com­
muters have used for the last 
seven years since the bridge 
came down. The full depth 
reconstmction of the northern 
2.1 miles of Greenfield Road, to 
a width of 29 feet, including a 

-
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redesign of the intersection of 
Randall Road, would cost an 
estimated $5 million, Masse 
said. The southern section of 
Greenfield Road, which would 
be reclassified as a local road 
from the dead end where the 
bridge once stood down to Feny 
Road, would perhaps simply be 
repaved to its present width, 26 
feet, and have attendant 
drainage issues fixed. That part 
of the project would cost $4 
million, Masse said. 

At which town planner 
Robin Sherman exclaimed, 
"Those figures are up by a fac­
tor of three from a few years 
ago!" 

Masse shrck by them, and 
said energy costs and the price 
of bituminous accotmted for the 
huge increases. He estimated 
the cost of rebuilding Hatchery 
Road, to handle detouring traf­
fic permanently, would run 

see BRIDGE pg 13 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Progress on Town Water Supply 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN - At 
their January 25th meeting, the 
selectboard discussed progress 
in the search for a source of 
public water for new town 
buildings tmder constrnction in 
the Center. Selectboard member 
Daniel Keller said Ward Smith 
had flagged the town-owned 
Cooleyville Road property, the 
preferred source, delineating 
the wetlands there. Rather than 
building a road into the well 
site, swamp mats could be 
employed for temporary access. 
Swamp mats are essentially big 
bundles of raih·oad ties. 
Although the proposed solution 
could break a logjam in helping 
the town determine where 
potable water for the new 
library and office buildings 
would come from, Keller 
warned that the $100,000 
authorized at last year's annual 
town meeting will probably not 
be enough to constrnct the pub­
lic water supply. The board con­
sidered but did not detennine 
dates for a special town meeting 
in February to authorize addi­
tional funds. 

Speed Limits and Office 
Trailers 

Highway commissioner and 
board of health member Harry 
Williston met with the board, 
wearing both his hats. As high­
way commissioner, he said the 
state allows towns to lower 
speed limits by 15 m.p.h. in 
school zones. He thought he 
might be able to speak with 
state highway people in 
Northampton and get a similar 
allowance for Wendell to lower 
the speed limit in front of the 
new town offices and at the 
Wendell Cotmtly store, without 
the trouble and expense of hav­
ing a person cotmt cars in those 
locations, as was discussed at 
the J anua1y 11th selectboard 
meeting. Also as highway com­
missioner, he said the only rea­
sonable place for two tempo­
ra1y office trailers at the high­
way garage was in line, on the 
south edge of the pavement, 
and backed up to the east end of 
the pavement. That brings the 
front edge of the fo1ward trailer 
just short of the back comer of 
the highway garage and fire sta­
tion, allowing t:Iuck access to 
the garage. He asked that stairs 
going to the trailer doors be 
given a right angle tum so their 
rnn is parallel to the ti·ailer side, 

which will make snow removal 
easier, and that a sti·eet light be 
included when electric service 
is brought in for the n·ailers. 
The road crew can create a level 
place for the storage n·ailer in 
front of the fire station, not an 
attractive alternative, but a 
workable one. 

Aldrich repo1ted that stairs 
cost $35 a month apiece to rent 
and $450 to buy; the town will 
need four: two exits for each 
ti·ailer. 

As a member of the board of 
health, Williston said the board 
had already submitted a letter 
with concerns about the Lake 
Grove School site plan for con­
st:Iucting a barn, playing fields, 
a skate park, and other facili­
ties. (The plan was submitted to 
the selectboard at its November 
30th, 2005 meeting.) The site 
plan review hearing before the 
planning board is scheduled to 
continue Febrna1y 7th, which is 
the night of the next board of 
health meeting. If the board of 
health has further concerns 
about the Lake Grove expan­
sion, they will only have an 
hour between the start of their 
next meeting at 7:00 p.m. and 
the start of the planning board 
hearing at 8:00 p.m. to discuss 
them. 

Lake Grove Hearing 
Deirdre Cabral, planning 

board chair, met the selectboard 
next, first with a request for 
time with town counsel to clar­
ify section 40 Chapter 3, to 
detennine whether the town is 
limited to statutory require­
ments if the applicant has 
expressed willingness to com­
ply with other reasonable 
requests. She was refening 
specifically to the Lake Grove 
school site plan. Aldrich told 
her the selectboard had an exec­
utive meeting scheduled at 3:00 
p.m. on Febrnary 7th, and that 
at 4:00 pm. the planning board 
could have a joint meeting with 
the selectboard and cotmsel. 

Cabral said the planning 
board is looking at town bylaws 
to see if the site review applica­
tion process can be avoided 
when only minor changes are 
made to site plans. She wanted 
to set up a meeting with the 
zoning board of appeals, the 
selectboard, and the planning 
board. Keller suggested she 
contact Steve Gross of the 
ZBA. 
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Cabral reported that Robert 
Shulman had resigned his posi­
tion on the planning board. 
Aldrich said she would post that 
vacancy for a week, but Cabral 
said the remaining planning 
board members were more 
interested now in their work 
load than in hying to bring a 
new person in before the May 
election. 

However, she said if some­
one began to attend meetings, 
the first and third Tuesdays of 
the month, that person might 
catch on to the board's work. 

Aldrich repo1ted that Bmce 
Hunter of Franklin Community 
Action Corporation said there 
appeared to be enough money 
allocated for housing rehabilita­
tion for Wendell for the next 
twelve to eighteen months. That 
money has also been used for 
demolition, Cabral said. Keller 
asked if the town could apply 
for some of that money for 
cleaning up town owned prop­
erties, and Cabral thought it 
could. 

Keller said that treasurer 
Carolyn Manley had figured out 
the cost of different loans, and 
discovered that bonowing from 
the state revolving ftmd for the 
town public water supply could 
save the town $45,000 over the 
life of the loan. That might jus­
tify spending $4,000 to $5,000 
to hire an engineer to fill out the 
involved application fo1m, and 
the delay that applying for that 
loan would put on the projects. 
The board agreed to continue 
pursuing that possibility. 

Stone Road Auto Salvage 
Keith Washburn came to the 

meeting anticipating that there 
would be a continuation of the 
hearing about the new license 
being considered for John 
Germaine of Boylston, who 
wants to buy Robin Pierce's 
house, garage and land on Stone 
Road. Heard told him the select­
board learned since the last meet­
ing it did not have the authority to 
withhold a license because of a 
lien or unpaid back taxes, and 
that the hearing would be contin­
ued again if the prope1ty is not 
sold by the next meeting. 

Regarding the potential well 
for a public water supply for the 
new town buildings under con­
st:Iuction in the Center, Keller 
said Ward Smith had flagged 
the town-owned Cooleyville 
Road property, showing wet-
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land delineation. Swamp mats, 
which are essentially big bun­
dles of railroad ties, could be 
used for tempora1y access to the 
well site. Keller also said the 
$100,000 authorized at the 
annual town meeting was not 
likely to be enough for the pub­
lic water supply, and a special 
town meeting was needed soon 
to authorize additional ftmds. 

Aldrich annotmced that the 
Franklin County Technical 
School board of t:Iustees will 
hold their annual budget hear­
ing March 25th from 10:00 am. 
to noon. Rick Droen is the 
Wendell representative. 

PILOT Payments Drop 
Sharply 

Aldrich relayed that Dennis 
Rindone, town administi·ator of 
Princeton, and member of 
STAR ( originally Small Towns 
Against Repression, now Stand 
Together, Act Responsibly) said 
Governor Romney had 
increased PILOT (Payment In 
Lieu Of Taxes) money, but had 
redisti'ibuted the payments to 
favor richer towns in the east. 
Wendell's share was reduced 
from $216,000 to $64,000, and 
Rindone gave an example of a 
town in the east whose share 
went from $5,000 to $500,000. 
Keller said he thought it was 
due to the big increase in prices 
in the east, but thought it was 
still a big rip off, and said he 
would write to Senator 
Rosenberg and Representative 
Kulik. Lewis added "the votes 
are there, not here." 

Town librarian Rosie 
Heidkamp was incensed when 
she heard the news. "Here the 
state is holding us to sti·ict stan­
dards for how we constuct our 
new libra1y and office build­
ings, they are holding us to strict 
standards on how we construct 
our town water supply. The 
town is spending a great deal of 
money to meet the state's 
requirements. But when it 
comes time for the state to make 
good on their commit:Inents to 
us, we get a drop of more than 
$150,000. That will have a huge 
impact on us." Heidkamp 
vowed to get her Friends of the 
Wendell Libraiy group involved 
in lobbying for full PILOT pay­
ments to the town. 

The board signed an appoint­
ment slip for Allison Wight to 
the finance committee, replac­
ing Sarah Schley, who sent her 

resignation to the town clerk by 
email. 

No one from the Wendell 
Women's club could come to 
this meeting, but Aldrich said 
the club was hoping to reserve 
the town hall for a ftmdraising 
spaghetti supper on Sahll'day, 
Febrna1y 25th. 

Electronic Voting Machines 
Protested 

The three board members 
signed a letter that Aldrich had 
written to Secreta1y of State 
Bill Galvin protesting the pro­
posed installation of electi·onic 
voting machines in towns that 
still use paper ballots. 

The letter stated that paper 
ballots are time tested, have 
earned the t11.1st of citizens, and 
allow for rechecking of results, 
while electronic voting 
machines are not fully tested, 
are subject to manipulation, 
leave no paper ti·ail to allow 
rechecking, and were the source 
of doubt in national elections. 
The letter ends, "We hope you 
will give our objections your 
full consideration before man­
dating the use of a voting 
method we find tmwelcome at 
best." 

Under the terms of the feder­
al Help America Vote Act, cities 
and towns that use paper ballots 
will be required to install one 
electi·onic machine per precinct, 
ostensibly to make voting easi­
er for diabled voters. 

Phyllis Brooks also came 
before the board with a request 
to rent the town hall for training 
sessions from Friday through 
Stmday, April 21st, 22nd, and 
23rd. The board granted her 
request. She is familiar with 
clean up policy, and is paying 
full rent for private use of the 
hall. 

VY Safety Review Sought 
Dorthee was also in the room 

when the meeting opened; she 
asked the board to send a letter 
to the Vermont Public Service 
Board telling them to require an 
independent safety assessment 
of the Vermont Yankee Nuclear 
power plant before the owner, 
Entergy, is allowed a 20% 
power upgrade. Selectboard 
members agreed with that 
request, and chair Ted Lewis 
asked town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich to draft a letter to that 
effect for the board members to 
sign. 
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RUNWAY 
continued from pg 1 
$6,825,000, leaving the town of 
Montague to foot the bill for 
just $175,000, two and a half 
percent of the project's total 
cost. According to Sweeney, an 
effort is unde1way to identify a 
funding source to cover the 
town's share. However no 
details have been made public 
at this point on the status of that 
effort. 

In 2002, Gale Associates 
Incorporated, an engineering 
firm based in Bedford, NH 
issued the "Runway and 
Terminal Area Study, and 
Airport Layout Plan Update: 
Draft Repo1t for Final Review" 
[hereafter: draft report]. An 
update of the 1999 master plan 
for the airport, the report lays 
out the need for improvements 
to the cmTent facilities. These 
include "moving the cunent 
mnway fifteen feet to the n01th 
to achieve a compliant nmway 
to taxiway separation, recon­
stmction of the mnway safety 
area, a nmway layout compli­
ant with the Object Free Area 
design standards, a runway 
extension and a new electrical 
vault to suppo1t nmway and 
taxiway lighting." 

The mnway extension from 
3013 feet to 4200 feet is being 
proposed as an issue of safety 
based on FAA guidelines. To 
determine the conect length of 
the nmway, airport elevation, 
ambient temperahll'e and the 
aircraft's take-off weight must 
be dete1mined. It is impo1tant 
to know the temperahll'e of the 
average warmest day at the air­
port as well, since an aircraft 
taking off on a hot day will 
require a longer runway. 

In his presentation before the 
selectboard on January 17th, 
2006, Sweeney stated he and 
the commission had become 
aware of an FAA requirement 
for the nmway extension only 
two months ago, after review­
ing the airport's master plan. 
Contained in that document 
was a recommendation strongly 
suggesting, if not mandating, 
the extension by the FAA. 
Sweeney appeared as surprised 
as anyone at that meeting to 
have uncovered the stipulation, 
and could not explain the over­
sight on his or the airpo1t com­
missioners' part in not discov­
ering it sooner. 

Yet the idea of extending the 
Turners Falls Airpo1t nmway is 
nothing new. It was first pro­
posed in the 1999 master plan 
by the airpo1t commission, and 
not by the FAA, according to 

John Silva, Manager of the draft report states, "A pre­
Environmental Programs for historic archaeological site will 
the FAA New England Region. be disturbed. It is an obstmction. 
"The FAA concludes there is a The taxiway extension will need 
need, but the driving force is to be constmcted over a portion 
the airport," he said. Asked of the archaeological site." While 
whether or not the runway moving the runway forther to the 
could safely serve aircraft in its n01th was examined as an alter­
current configuration, Silva native, according to the report, it 
replied, "The FAA is not fore- was dete1mined impact of such a 
ing anyone to implement the move would be greater. And yet, 
master plan. The runway is safe at the Montague Center meeting, 
for the planes that use it today." Sweeney said, "The nmway is 

"The FAA will not issue any being moved thi.ity-five feet 
grants [for nmway improve- n01th-no1theast from where it is 
ment] if the minimum stan- now to avoid the archeological 
<lards are not met," said site." 
Sweeney during a recent pre- Before any plan can be 
sentation in Montague Center. approved, it must be submitted 
According to Silva, the FAA to the Massachusetts Historical 
would likely pay its share of Commission for review. Mass 
upgrades, in particular to Historic did not reh1rn phone 
repave the nmway, whether or calls seeking comment in time 
not it is extended. Said Silva, for this article. 
"Airports add economic value Besides safety, another 
to the community." impetus for improving the 

There are other issues sur- facilities at Turners Falls 
rounding the airpo1t project as 
well, such as the location of 
rare and endangered species of 
flora and falma and significant 
Native American archaeologi­
cal sites. While the repo1t does 
not list which rare plant, insect 
or animal species are endemic 
to the area, due to state law pro­
hibiting such information in 
printed fo1m, Mark Fairbrother, 
one of the airport commission­
ers and chair of the Montague 
conservation commission 
insists the plan will cause no 
harm to these species. He 
explained he was personally 
opposed to the runway exten­
sion tmtil the issues of endan­
gered species protection and 
archaeological site integrity 
could be addressed to his own 
satisfaction. 

According to the draft 
report, "Relocation of the nm­
way fifteen feet to the north and 
the nmway extension will like­
ly dishu·b culhu·al grasslands 
that may act as rare species 
habitat." This is not a problem, 
said Fairbrother, because new 
grassland areas will be created 
by the realignment. 

For his part, Sweeney said 
the presence of the airpo1t ach1-
ally serves to protect the sur­
rounding grasslands from fur­
ther development. 

Another issue addressed by 
the draft repo1t is the move­
ment of 185,000 cubic yards of 
ea1th on the n01th side of the 
end of the nmway, which "may 
disturb unconfirmed species 
habitat." Fairbrother said pa1t 
of that hillside must be moved 
for safety reasons. 

Regarding the presence of 
important paleo-Indian sites, 

Airpo1t is revenue. According 
to Sweeney, the airport is 
presently able to raise revenue 
only through leases on the 
hangers where aircraft are 
stored. In 2005, the airpo1t's 
operational budget was 
$39,000, but it ended the year 
with a $9,500 deficit. That was 
an improvement over the 
$22,000 operational deficit the 
airpo1t faced in 2004. 

Under Sweeney's supervi­
sion, the airport commission 
has been working to renegotiate 
the long-term leases on the 
existing hangars, which has 
accounted for the airport's 
improved financial pichll'e. The 
cost of those leases has 
increased significantly, accord­
ing to pilots such as Josh 
Simpson and Kip Miskinis. 
According to a number of 
leaseholders, Sweeney has used 
slim pretexts - such as the pres­
ence of a bicycle in one hangar 
- to justify a lease violation 
leading to a renegotiated lease. 

Be that as it may, there are 
Clll1'ently 23 hangar spaces at 
the airpo1t, and Sweeney wants 
to increase that number. "There 
is one six-lmit box hangar 
which would be planned and 
constmcted in the short te1m, 
and an adequate area for t­
hangar constmction should be 
reserved for unforeseen 
demand," he said. "We should 
secure an area to be reserved 
for construction of one or two 
corporate hangars, should the 
demand develop," he added. 
However, "The demand for 
more is not evident," he said. 

Under the commission's 
plan, private developers, not 
the town, would build new 
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hangars. Sweeney projects the 
construction of one hanger each 
year over the course of the next 
three years. The increased lease 
revenue of between $9,500 and 
$13,000, per hangar, depending 
on the stmchll'e, would provide 
an estimated profit of $35,000 
by the year 2010, he estimated. 
"This would remove a signifi­
cant capital improvements need 
for many years," Sweeney said. 
"The town's input would other­
wise have to increase regularly 
by 2008," he concluded. 

According to the draft 
report, there were 14,900 flight 
operations at the Tmners Falls 
Airpo1t in 2004. It is projected, 
based on a three percent yearly 
increase in operations, the num­
ber of flights will rise to 18,000 
at Turners Falls by 2009, and 
23,625 by 2019. 

While this does not translate 
directly into a need for more 
hangar space, it may po1tend a 
greater need for services. In 
order to provide these, taxiways 
must be redesigned and 
improved, lighting upgraded 
and the nmway repaved. The 
last runway repaving at the 
Tmners Falls Airport was com­
pleted in 1978. 

At the first of a number of 
public presentations the com­
mission plans to hold in each of 
the five villages, at the 
Montague Center Fire Station 
on Tuesday, January 24th, 
Sweeney warned the small 
audience that any move to close 
the airport at this juncture 
would cost the town a whop­
ping $9.5 million. That's 
because the FAA would require 
the town to refund the money it 
has invested in the facility over 
the years. Sweeney said the fig­
ure was based on each of the 
212 acres owned by the airport 
multiplied by a value of 
$40,000, totaling $8.4 million. 
The balance presumably would 
come from the value of stmc­
hll'es and other improvements. 

Some of the 10 residents in 
attendance at the info1mational 
meeting took this to mean that 
if the town opted not to ftmd its 
share of the costs of nmway 
improvement, the airpo1t would 
close. But according to the 
FAA's Silva, the $9.5 million is 
an unfamiliar figure to him. 
"The FAA would expect a pro­
rated share of it, but I don't 
know how realistic that is," he 
said. "Ifwe pay for the replace­
ment of lights, like five million 
dollars based on twenty years 
of operation, and the airport 
closes after ten years, we would 
expect ten years' of our money 
back," he added. Silva said that 

in any case the value of the air­
port had not been assessed. 

But for now, closing the air­
port is not an option anyone in 
town government has suggest­
ed, according to town planner 
Robin She1man. She said she 
would like to get a less mud­
dled pichll'e of what the town's 
options at the airpo1t really are. 

"We believe there are 
regional benefits to an 
improved facility with an 
extended nmway, but we can't 
prove it to you," the airpo1t 
commission's Fairbrother told 
the gathering in Montague 
Center. 

Yet, speaking of regional 
demand for an expanded nm­
way and more hangar space, 
Sweeney told the same crowd, 
"There is no latent demand 
from the business commtmity." 
Sweeney assured the audience 
at Montague Center on the 24th 
that his main concern, apa1t 
from the budget, is airpo1t safe­
ty. "I don't care how long the 
length of the nmway is, as long 
as it meets the standards," he 
added. 

Sweeney and the airport 
commissioners told the select­
board that grant applications 
had to be submitted by May 1st 
in order to ensure a place in the 
cmTent ftmding cycle, or the 
town would end up at the bot­
tom of the pile. But Silva said 
he does not see ftmding for this 
project being applied for tmtil 
that time next year. "It should 
be thought of as a '07 project," 
Silva said. 

Whether or not a delay on a 
decision on this pa1ticular pro­
ject could put Turners Falls 
Airport at the bottom of a ftmd­
ing list, Silva would not com­
mit. He said a delay would 
affect the chain of FAA funded 
projects in general, but was not 
certain what effect if any that 
would have on the Turners 
Falls Airport. For now, the pro­
ject cannot move forward tmtil 
ftmding is in place, including 
any local funds subject to town 
meeting approval, and until all 
the required environmental and 
archaeological permits have 
been acquired. In the meantime 
Sweeney and the airpo1t com­
mission will continue to make 
their presentations throughout 
the five villages. The next one 
scheduled is for Tuesday, 
Febma1y 7th at 7 p.m. in the 
downstairs conference room in 
town hall, in Turners Falls. 
Another will follow two weeks 
later in Millers Falls. All pre­
sentations are open to the pub­
lic regardless of precinct affili-
ation. 11 
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HALLMARK 
continued from pg 1 

But this was the big night, 
the real night, the launch. It 
was a smooth, stylish, splash 
of an opening; it couldn't have 
gone more smoothly. 

The idea for a museum 
started last year when George 
Rosa III, president of the 
Hallmark Institute, saw the 
renovated Colle Building was 
for lease. An avid photography 
collector himself, Rosa decid­
ed to act, feeling that an in­
town museum would compli­
ment both the Institute and the 
town. He contacted the select­
board; a lease was signed. It 
was only then, according to 
Rosa, that he fully realized 
what he had done. But not one 
to balk at an opportunity, he 
plunged ahead, dete1mined to 
create a first-class museum in 
Turners Falls. 

The Institute initiated a 
search for a museum director. 
Coincidentally, at about this 
time a photographer named 
Paul Turnbull turned up at a 
Hallmark open house. Turnbull 
was no stranger to Rosa or to 
Hallmark; in fact, he had been 
Hallmark's first teacher, hired 
by George Rosa's father in 
1975. Prior to coming to 
Hallmark, Turnbull had run a 

LANDFILL 
continued from pg 1 
board what the next steps for 
the landfill project would be, 
Monosson replied the commit­
tee's charge had been to review 
the cunent proposal, and not to 
say what would happen next 
for the project. Abbondanzio 
told the board he wanted to 
find ways to encourage more 
bids in the fuhire. He suggest­
ed bringing together both the 
vendors who did bid as well as 
those who did not to determine 
how to improve the process. 
He explained that in this 
round, Massachusetts General 
Law Chapter 44-28c, defined 
as the "management of solid 
waste; project costs; debt obli­
gations" had been used as the 
town's legal guideline in 
accepting bids. Under this state 
law, both the technical and 
financial parts of the bid must 
be made public. While this 
may have put off some ven­
dors, this law does allow a 
town to negotiate with them, 
which can be beneficial. 

"Did Chapter 44 discourage 
bids?" asked selectboard mem­
ber Patricia Pruitt. 

"Possibly," Abbondanzio 

commercial studio in 
Chelmsford, MA for 18 years. 
As Turnbull recalled it, a ven­
dor with whom he did business 
told him about the new photog­
raphy school opening in a little 
mill town in Western 
Massachusetts. Turnbull, who 
felt himself ready for a change, 
sent an inquiry to George Rosa 
II, the owner. By the summer 
of 1975 Turnbull found him­
self ensconced in a house on 
top of a hill in Heath, trying to 
figure what this new job was 
all about. But he quickly took 
to the Institute and was named 
Academic Director not long 
after his hire. Among his stu­
dents was the owner's son, 
George Rosa III, who complet­
ed his sh1dies at Hallmark in 
1980. 

Then, in the late 1980s 
everything changed. Turnbull 
remembered that Rosa's father 
called him into the office and 
informed him that the Board of 
Directors had decided to close 
the school, and that he needed 
to inform his faculty they 
would be out of jobs in June. 
Turnbull had two reactions: 
"My head said, 'What a 
shame.' My heart said, 'Sell 
the school to me.'" The heart 
won, and Turnbull became the 
owner of Hallmark. 

replied. 
The alternative is to invite 

bids under Massachusetts 
General Law Chapter 30-B, the 
Uniform Procurement Act. 
That guideline is more 
straightfo1ward, said Abbon­
danzio, but does not allow the 
town to negotiate with ven­
dors. In addition, the bids are 
exempt from the public records 
law. Abbondanzio intends to 
weigh the pros and cons of the 
various bidding procedures 
after meeting with potential 
vendors. 

In the meantime the select­
board considered g1vmg 
Coventa Haverhill a full reftmd 
of its $10,000 bidding fee. 
Selectboard chair Al Ross 
wanted to know what expenses 
had been incurred by the town 
during the process. "Is there a 
rough estimate of legal expens­
es to the town?" 

"No," replied Abbondanzio. 
While there have been legal 
and other associated expenses, 
there has not been a need for 
expensive engineering reports 
because Coventa Haverhill 's 
bid did not get beyond the 
committee's consideration. 
The town will pay any incurred 
expenses. The selectboard 
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Turnbull successfully ran 
the school but found he had 
less and less time to pursue his 
own photography. "I was 
working 12 to 16 hours a day, 
seven days a week," he 
recalled. "I had a passion for 
working with the students, but 
was less interested in the busi­
ness side. I'm not totally inept 
at business administration, but 
that's work!" 

In 1992, Turnbull 's fo1mer 
sh1dent George Rosa III 
appeared. According to 
Turnbull, "George had gone 
off to pursue his forhme, then 
rehlmed with an offer to buy 
back the school. I was more 
than ready to let it go." 
Turnbull worked closely with 
Rosa on the transition, but 
gradually drifted away. "Then, 
last April I saw that Hallmark 
was having an open house. My 
wife and I drove down for the 
event and reconnected with 
George. He gave us a private 
tour and I was dumbfotmded 
and ove1whelmed by the trans­
formation." A month or so 
later, Turnbull got a call from 
Rosa. "I knew he was up to 
something, but didn't know 
what," said Turnbull. 

It didn't take long for 
Turnbull to find out what Rosa 
wanted. According to 

voted 2-0 in favor of the 
reftmd. 

Electric Rates 
Penny Geis from the 

Hampshire Council of 
Governments spoke to the 
selectboard about the Energy 
Aggregation Program. The 
program seeks towns interest­
ed in buying electricity from 
the HCOG at less expensive 
rates than they are cunently 
paying to the utility company. 
The HCOG is a licensed 
provider that can buy electrici­
ty right off the market. Geis 
explained how electricity is 
purchased, and outlined the 
payment options the town 
would have, depending on 
usage. Towns like De.erfield 
and Gill have already signed 
on, while Amherst and 
Northampton are weighing 
their options. The selectboard 
will review the packet of infor­
mation and revisit the options 
at a later date. According to 
Ross, Montague's energy bill 
accounts for 5 - 10% of its 
budget. 

Community Development 
Strategy 

A hearing was held regard-

Turnbull, he was a bit flum­
moxed when Rosa offered him 
the job as museum director. "I 
can't possibly do that," he told 
Rosa. But moments later he 
agreed, "Sure, let's do it." Or 
as Turnbull reflected, "I real­
ized this opportunity wouldn't 
come again, and if I didn't 
leap, I'd always regret it." 

Throughout the summer and 
fall Turnbull and Rosa plotted 
how to put the museum on the 
map. Out of a long list of pos­
sible candidates to feah1re for 
the first exhibition, they chose 
Barbara Bordnick. Rosa and 
Turnbull agreed that for the 
opening, they should invite 
someone with whom they were 
familiar, who had a reputation, 
and with whom they knew they 
could work. Bordnick met all 
three criteria. Not only was she 
recognized internationally, she 
had given a well-received talk 
at the lnstih1te. "Her work is 
beautiful, sensuous and seri­
ous," noted Turnbull. "But you 
don't have to have a doctorate 
in art histo1y to deal with it." 

Once the decision was 
made, the preparations pro­
ceeded smoothly. But just prior 
to the opening, Turnbull found 
himself in a whirl. He had his 
own exhibition at the Vermont 
Center for Photography and 

ing the Community 
Development Block Grant, to 
discuss and solicit response for 
the update of the Commtmity 
Development Strategy and to 
prioritize projects. Town plan­
ner Robin Sherman presented 
the board with a seven-page 
chart of 39 projects the town is 
interested in pursuing. These 
include the Canalside Rail 
Trail, the construction of a new 
commtmity center, reconstruc­
tion of the Prospect Street 
Bridge and housing rehabilita­
tion. 

"The list of projects is a 
planning guide and is not 
intended to be a static docu­
ment," said Sherman. Ross 
suggested it would be a good 
idea to make a connection 
between the selectboard 's 
agenda and the list. A hearing 
will be held on the final grant 
application for 2006 at the 
selectboard's meeting on 
February 13th. In the mean­
time, the document can be 
found on the town's website 
under planning and conserva­
tion documents. 

She1man asked the select­
board to sign a letter in support 
of the Connecticut River 
Scenic Farm Byway Land 
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was tom between getting his 
own work up at the galle1y and 
taking care of the myriad 
details associated with latmch­
ing the museum. In the end, 
Turnbull managed to do both, 
with aplomb. 

Now the opening has come 
and gone, both Turnbull and 
Rosa are delighted with their 
choice. Over the weekend the 
museum had scores of visitors, 
and Bordnick's Saturday­
evening talk showcasing her 
career in photography was illu­
minating, fascinating and well­
attended. Her show will nm 
tmtil April 2nd. The museum 
will be open every Thursday 
through Sunday from 1-5 p.m. 
Admission is free. 

Both Turnbull and Rosa 
have high hopes for the muse­
um. They see it as a resource 
for Hallmark and for the com­
munity. For Rosa, the museum 
adds prestige to the school 
while helping to transform the 
downtown as a welcoming 
destination for locals and out­
of-towners. Turnbull agrees: "I 
see the museum as the catalyst 
for pulling the cork on the bot­
tled-up energy in this town." 

Preservation Project. The proj­
ect would help to protect open 
space and farmland along 
Routes 47 and 63 in Montague 
Center. Sherman also informed 
the selectboard of an applica­
tion currently underway 
regarding an Agrictllh1ral 
Preservation Restriction near 
South Feny and Wills Feny 
Road in Montague Center. 

The Franklin Land Trust 
seeks to acquire fourteen acres 
currently owned by Western 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company, land the utility was 
once intending to use to build 
a substation for planned 
nuclear plants on the 
Montague Plains, since can­
celed. The land would be agri­
culturally zoned and reh1med 
to the tax rolls. 

Special Town Meeting 
A special town meeting has 

tentatively been scheduled for 
Thursday, March 2nd at 7 p.m. 
at the high school. Town meet­
ing members will be asked to 
consider a new union contract. 
There may be other items on 
the wa1rnnt, said Abbondanzio. 
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At the Hallmark Museum ol Contemporarv Photographv 
Grand Opening, Fridav evening, Januarv 21th 

BY LISA DAVOL 

Over 200 people gathered for a gala recep­
tion to celebrate the Hallmark Museum's 

, much anticipated grand opening. Festivities 
continued Saturday and Sunday 

1. Featured photographer, Barbara Bordnick 
2. Barbara Bordnick and Hallmark president 
and museum founder, George Rosa, Ill 
3. Archivist & Exhibitions Manager, Laurie 
Wheeler(left) & Joanne Potee 
4. Norma Johnson & Eric Poggenpohl 
5. Christopher Sawyer-Lauccano & 
Montague selectboard member Patricia Pruitt 
6. Clay Turnbull & Montague selectboard 
member Pat Allen. Montague selectboard 
member Allen Ross (in background) 
7. Senator Stan Rosenberg 
8. Town Moderator Frank Abbandanzio 
9. Jim Wallace & Robin Logan 
10. Harpist Rosemary Caine 
11. Myron Becker & Jan McClish 
12. Montague town planner, Robin Sherman 
& photographer and Hallmark instructor, Alan 
M. Thornton 
13. Programs director, Vern McClish 
14. Museum director, Paul Turnbull 
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selectboard, airport manager
Michael Sweeney outlined the
work required to modernize the
facility, including a new runway
and taxiway, removal of aviation
obstructions and the updating of
runway lighting and navigation
aids. In addition, Sweeney called
for the runway to be extended
from the current 3000 feet to
4200 feet to meet Federal
Aviation Administration stan-
dards for an airport in this class. 

The cost of the new, expanded
runway is estimated at seven mil-
lion dollars, which would be
spent over two years. Of that, the
FAA, through the Massachusetts
Aeronautics Commission would
provide $6,825,000 and
$175,000 would be paid for by
the town of Montague. 

The subject of expanding the
runway has not met with wide-
spread approval at public hear-
ings in the past. And for years the
airport commission has request-
ed funding from town meeting
for studies to examine the pres-
ence of endangered species and
Native American archaeological
sites on airport land. At those
meetings, town meeting mem-
bers say, assurances have been
given that the purpose of such
studies was not to pave the way
for extending the runway. 

But two months ago, while
preparing a study outlining
improvements to the facility, the
airport commission discovered
that the length of the present run-
way did not meet federal stan-
dards. Now, the sudden impera-
tive to extend the runway has
angered some community mem-
bers who feel deceived and has
led others to question whether
they can trust the commission
members’ word. 

“We just stumbled on the reg-
ulation. Words like ‘deceived’
and ‘lied’ are prominent. We did-
n’t know, and we’re not lying or
deceiving,” said commission
member Mark Fairbrother. 

According to Sweeney, the
federal standard was in at least
two previous airport master plan
documents. But, “we didn’t
appreciate the significance of it.
Our understanding of it is new,”
Sweeney said. 

“We need an independent
assessment,” said Mike
Naughton, of the capital
improvements committee. “This
expansion just dumped in our lap
at the last minute leads us to
question the assumptions
tonight’s presentation is based
on. We just can’t accept what
we’re  hearing anymore,” he
added. 

Although the airport commis-
sion has not received an official
letter from the FAA on the mat-
ter, Sweeney and the commis-
sioners are concerned that fund-
ing for the project could be
delayed or lost if not applied for
within the next few months. The
deadline for the current cycle of
funding is October 1st. 

According to Sweeney,
Turners Falls airport traffic is
estimated to increase by 17% by
the year 2010. Although the new
runway could attract small jets,
he anticipates these would
account for no more than 1% of
local air  traffic. The facility, lim-
ited to planes 12,500 lbs. or less
at  present, would not see a visi-

ble change in the types of aircraft
using the runway. In addition,
said Sweeney, the extension
would result in a slight decrease
in noise over Turners Falls and
would have no impact on noise
levels over Millers Falls. “It
would remove a significant capi-
tal improvements need for many
years,” he added. 

It is estimated that 175,000
cubic yards of soil will have to be
moved if the runway extension is
built. Scrub oak and pine will
have to be cut down and replaced
with grasses. This will provide
grassland habitat for endangered
species such as moths, butterflies
and birds. There are also three or
four Native American archaeo-
logical sites in the area, which
Sweeney said the commission
has been working with the
Narragansett Indian tribe on.
"We will do all we can to not
impact the sites," he  said. 

Another goal of airport mod-
ernization and expansion is to
construct new  hangars in which
to store aircraft. There are cur-
rently eight hangars  at the site,
which provide the bulk of the air-
port's annual revenue. Although
these hangars are privately
owned, they are located on
municipal land and the owners
must sign a lease for their use.
These are usually long-term leas-
es, lasting anywhere  from ten to
twenty years with a built-in
clause for automatic renewal.
Sweeney hopes to attract devel-
opers who would be willing to
build a number of new hangars,
each of which would provide the
airport up to $12,500 per year in
additional annual revenue. While
the airport operated at a $22,000
loss in 2004, Sweeney forecasts a
profit of $35,000 by 2010
through such leases. 

According to Bob Bacon,
owner of Northampton Airport,
where the runway was  resur-
faced in 2000, a hangar has an
expected life span of forty years.
Northampton currently has fifty
such units, all of which are rent-
ed.  However, he warns that few
developers would want to spend
money building  a structure with-
out a long-term lease, particular-
ly on public land. As a result, he
said, attracting such developers
may not be an easy task. 

On the other hand, Sweeney
alluded to a developer who
recently contacted him about
building a hanger at the Turners
Falls Airport. Whatever the case,
Bacon explained the reason for
Northampton's success is that the
runway was resurfaced. At the
Tuesday night meeting,
Sweeney's profit projections
were criticized because they did
not seem to account for the added
expenses of plowing and mow-
ing a larger area, nor of maintain-
ing a greater infrastructure.
However, Brain Carroll, chair of
the airport commission, said he
did not see anything that would
justify an increase in operating
costs. "We would have to have
the revenues to justify these, but
I don't see it," he said. Sweeny
added he saw no reason to add
hours to his own position or to
hire anyone else, because of the
amount of work that is subcon-
tracted.

Divisiveness was evident
between the Airport Commission

and a number of those who use
the facility, particularly over
hangar leases. According to
Fairbrother, leases dating back to
the 1980s and 1990s had been
recently updated after being
undervalued. The increased rates
did not please many of the long-
time owners. This resulted in
lawsuits by some of them against
the commissioners.

One of the dissatisfied pilots
who spoke at the meeting was
Josh Simpson, who with his wife
has owned two hangers at the air-
port for many years. Simpson,
who said he is committed to avi-
ation, explained that at one time
the pilots, the commissioners and
the airport manager were "on the
same team." "But in the last two
years things have been different.
There is a sudden cry for the air-
port to make money, but it is not
being addressed in a friendly or
cooperative way," he said.

According to Simpson, the
Airport Commission has tried to
squeeze the owners of the
hangars by claiming minute vio-
lations such as having a bicycle
stored inside. When his own
lease was not renewed, he asked
why but did not receive an
answer. He attended meetings,
but received the silent treatment,
he said. As a consequence he
sued the commission and has
spent thousands of dollars on lit-
igation. "A phone call could have
fixed it, instead of $5,000," he
added.

In the meantime he does sup-
port the runway expansion as
being a good thing for the town.
"The town would be shortsighted
not to take advantage of the reim-
bursement for the project," he
said, adding that the airport sup-
ports the region's economy. And
he added, the balance paid by the
town is a good investment in
existing infrastructure.

Simpson, however, is dubious
of Sweeney's financial projection
for revenues from the hangars.
He says that under the current
approach to management and
client relations, it is difficult to
imagine a developer willing to
risk his or her own investment. In
addition, leases are now expen-
sive at the Turners Falls Airport
and limit the ability of an owner
to pay all the associated costs
such as a mortgage and insur-
ance.

"There are options, we've
been told," said Fairbrother. One
is to not lengthen the runway. In
that case, he said, the FAA would
abandon the facility and the town
would be left paying the price.
Another option is to close the air-
port. But that, he said, is not real-
istic for monetary reasons due at
least in part to the FAA's invest-
ment over thirty years. The town
might have to compensate the
FAA before it could close the air-
port, Fairbrother said.

The proposal before the town,
its various committees and the
selectboard is to improve the air-
port by upgrading safety stan-
dards in addition to extending the
runway by 1200 feet. In the
meantime, selectboard chairman
Allen Ross said, "We need more
hard information. A lot of ques-
tions need to be explored."
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Support our Advertisers! Tell them you saw it in 

crn1~ !nontague i.'leportn-

Montague's 6th Annual 
Winter Carnival 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1006 
Brought to you by The Montague Parks & Recreation 

Department, in partnership with Greenfield Savings Bank, 
Montague Cente1· Volunteer Firemen's Association, Sirum 

Equipment Company & The Brick House 

SCt-i~l)UL~ or= ~v~~TS 
All programs are FREE OF CHARGE unless other­

wise noted. Most activities are weather/condition 
dependent. Contact the MPRD Office for activity status. 

2nd ANNUAL WINTER JAM @ Unity Park 
Cardboard Sledding, Snowball Slingshot, Snow Sculpture 

Contest & Music. ............. 10 am. - 1:30 p.m. 

CARDBOARD SLED JAMBOREE 
Construction ...................................................... 10-11 a.m. 
Sled Races ..................................................... 11-11 :30 a.m. 
Who can make the best custom-made, cardboard sled? Families & 
friends are encouraged to show their spirit of the season. Feel free 
to build your sled at home. There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place. Refreshments will be served. Competitors must supply 
their o,,.,n cardboard for their sled. 

THE BRICKHOUSE SNOWBALL 
SLINGSHOT CHALLENGE ......... 11:30 a.m. 
Pack your tightest snowball and see if you can shoot it at the tar­
gets (no, not other people) across the field. Prizes for accuracy 
and distance. Join The Brick House Staff and take your best shot! 

SNOW SCULPTURE CONTEST ..... NOON 
Who can make the best snowman, or hut, or sculpture? Whatever 
you wish to create. Artistic ability doesn't matter here, just use 
your imagination! Awards for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place. 

BROOMBALL GAMES 
The Pond (Montague Center School) ......... 2:30 p.m. 
Broomhall is played like hockey without sticks, skates, a puck, 
or checking! Equipment will be provided. This is a classic win­
ter sport that has grown in popularity over the past few years in 
the U.S. If there is no snow, we'll play in Montague Center Park! 

SATURDAY EVENING 4-7 P.M. 
HORSE DRAWN HAYRIDES 
At the NEW Montague Center Firehouse. One of the tmly won­
derful experiences of the season. Our friends from Muddy Brook 
Farm will be providing scenic hayrides through the village. 
Hayrides deprut from Old Sunderland Road every 25 minutes. 
Coffee, cocoa, mulled cider and hot dogs will be provided 
courtesy of the MonfaeoUe Center Fireman's Association. Witness a 
beautiful winter sunset! Hayride Fee: $2/adult, $I/Youth (17 & Under). 

CARNIVAL BONFIRE 
At Montague Center Paik Wrum yourself after a hayride or skat­
ing, chat with friends and enjoy a fun winter evening outside. 
Cowtesy of the Montague Center Fire Department. 

ICE SKATING at The Pond at Monta.gue Center School. 
Enjoy ice skating on the pond located next to the Montague Center 
School. B.Y.O.S. (Bring Your Own Skates). *Activity status 
dependent upon ice conditions. 

Additional Co-Sponsors & Friends 
The success of the Annual Wmter Crunival is also dependent upon 

generous, community-minded businesses, organizations and groups. 
The Montague Parks & Recreation Department and Parks & 

Recreation Commission would like to thank these folks for their 
donations and assistance in pulling off this year's carnival: 

Connecticut River hlte1nists, Renaissance Builders, me., and St. 
Kaziemerz Society. We appreciate your support. 
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THE HEAlTHY GEUER 

Your Habit is Kiliing Me! 
BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I live with 
my 40-year-old son and he 
smokes like the proverbial chim­
ney around the house. I'm afraid 
of what it's doing to his health. 
What can I do to get him to 
quit? 

Tell him he may be killing 
you with his secondhand 
smoke. 

Secondhand smoke - also 
called environmental tobacco 
smoke (ETS) - is made up of the 
"sidestream" smoke from the 
end of a cigarette, pipe, or cigar, 
and the "mainstream" smoke 
that is exhaled. Nonsmokers 
exposed to secondhand smoke 
absorb the same 4,000 chemical 
compounds that smokers do. 
More than 60 of these com­
pounds are known or suspected 
to cause cancer. 

Each year, in the United 
States alone, secondhand smoke 
is responsible for about 40,000 
deaths from heart disease, and 
about 3,000 lung-cancer deaths. 
Secondhand smoke causes 
increased cardiovascular risks 
by damaging blood vessels, 
decreasing your ability to exer­
cise and altering blood choles­
terol levels. 

Some research indicates that 
people exposed to a spouse's 
cigarette smoke for several 
decades are about 20 percent 
more likely to have lung cancer. 

Boxed chocolates? Store 
bought cards? limp bouquets? 
No mlf'! Yalentine's 'Sweet llrt' 
Sale at the Montague Grange on 
Saturday, February 11th. Free 
lldmission. Treat yourself and 
your sweetheart to fine art and 
delectable edibles at the 'Sweet 
llrt' Sale. local artists and spe­
cialty f()()(/ creators are offering 
unique, quality gift items for 
you and your beloved. fin 
affordable alternative to the 
been there, done that world of 
store-bought sentiment. Our 
locally produced gifts are 
unique and high quality. We 
put a lot of heart into our work 
and it shows! 

The Yalentines 'Sweet llrt' 
Sale is artist-run, created by 
local artists. The sale runs from 
10-4, snow or shine. For more 
information call Mark Lattanzi 
at (413) 367-0042. Directions 
to the Montague Grange are 
available at 
www.ThellldlemyStudio.com. 

ILLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON 

Those who are exposed long­
te1m to secondhand smoke in 
the workplace or social settings 
may increase their risk of lung 
cancer by about 25 percent. 

Some of the components 
found in tobacco smoke that are 
known to cause cancer or are 
suspected to be carcinogenic 
include: formaldehyde, arsenic, 
cadmium, benzene and ethylene 
oxide. 

Here are a few other chemi­
cals in tobacco smoke along 
with their effects: ammonia 
(initates lungs), carbon monox­
ide (hampers breathing), 
methanol (toxic when inhaled) 
and hydrogen cyanide (inter­
feres with respiration). 

On the national level, several 
laws restricting smoking in pub­
lic places have been passed. 
Smoking is also banned on all 
domestic airline flights and 
nearly all flights between the 

United States and foreign desti­
nations. All interstate bus travel 
is smoke free. Smoking is also 
prohibited or restricted to spe­
cially designated areas on trains 
traveling within the United 
States. 

Many states and local gov­
ernments have passed laws pro­
hibiting smoking in public 
facilities such as schools, hospi­
tals, airpo1ts, and bus te1minals. 
Some states also require private 
employers to create policies that 
protect employees who do not 
smoke. Several local commtmi­
ties have enacted nonsmokers' 
rights laws, most of which are 
stricter than state laws. 

Although air-conditioning 
may remove the visible smoke 
in your home, it can't remove 
the paiticles that continue to cir­
culate and are hazardous to your 
health, so don't delude yourself 
that running the AC is the 
answer to secondhand smoke 
dangers. 

To solve your problem, you 
should tiy to get your son to 
seek help in fighting his addic­
tion to nicotine. There are many 
programs available. Call your 
doctor for some recommenda­
tions. Meanwhile, for your own 
health, you should insist that he 
not smoke in your house. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Final Warning on Loose Dogs 
Wednesday 1-25 

11:30 a.m. Report of a parking 
problem at a Prospect Street 
address. Subjects working on 
garage. Moved vehicle from private 
area. 

11 :45 a.m. Report of loose dogs 
on Gunn Street Located owner. 
Advised this is the final warning for 
having loose dogs. 

5:40 p.m. Report of loud noise 
at a French King Highway address. 
Advised subjects to quiet down. 

Thursday 1-26 
1 :20 p.m. Report of loose dog 

on Gunn Street defecating on 
neighbors lawn. No response at 
owner's. Passed on to next shift. 

3:30 p.m. Mutual aid to 
Northfield for a car vs. tree motor 
vehicle accident Subject transport­
ed by BHS. Information turned 
over to Northfield Police. 

Friday 1-27 
7:05 a.m. Report of a medical 

emergency at a North Street 

address. Fire Department on 
scene. No need for medical assis­
tance. 

Saturday 1-28 
9:50 p.m. Walk in to station 

reported suspicious person on 
French King Bridge looking over 
the side. Officer checked area and 
observed the suspicious person 
get back into vehicle and drive off 
upon approach of officer. No action 
required. 

11 :30 p.m. Assisted Montague 
Police with domestic disturbance. 
Stood by while Montague officers 
interviewed and arrested subject 
Officer also took photos for 
Montague Police. 

Monday 1-30 
11 :30 a.m. Assisted EMTs at a 

High Street address. 

Tuesday 1-31 
6:50 p.m. Alarm sounding at a 

State Road address. Secured 
doors. Owner notified. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO.13051 

HJ:~LE & 
R1200RT 

274Rt. 2,Gill,MA01376 new available 

• parts & accessories ~ ll.d§JOOD©mii) 
• helmets ALLAN· DAVID• MELANIE 

• books Tel: (413) 863•9543 

• apparel 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.A/CYCLE.COM 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB, CRS, GRI 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Ge11 Johnson & AssonarEs 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 
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between $800,000 to $900,000. 
Stegemann said this relatively 
minor expense could be 
absorbed by the state, and Mass 
Highway could move forward 
on this aspect of the plan with­
out much delay, if the town 
agreed to it. The spokesmen 
also offered to build a $150,000 
pedestrian and bicycle bridge to 
connect the dead ends of 
Greenfield Road over the rail­
road, in place of the fo1mer 
vehicular overpass. 

The larger sections of 
Greenfield Road reconstruction 
would be dependent on the 
availability of federal trans­
portation funds, distributed in 
amounts ranging from $3 - $4 
million per annum to the county 
as a whole, Masse said. 

Few in attendance seemed 
satisfied with Mass Highway's 
permanent detour, bike path 
solution to Greenfield Road's 
problems. One resident scoffed 
at the $2 million a mile figure. 
"You'll be hiring Haliburton, 
naturally." 

Mike Nelson said, "You're 
not going to find a single person 
in this room who suppo1ts the 

idea of not rebuilding the 
bridge. The people on the dead 
end are really (unhappy)." 

John Rastallis demanded, 
"How did someone allow the 
railroad to dig it out and get 
away scot free?" Stegeman said 
Mass Highway had decided a 
lawsuit against Guilford 
Railroad for destroying the 
bridge would fail. He admitted 
that Mass Highway had given 
Guilford the go ahead to under­
cut the rails in 1998. 

"In all candor, it's really hard 
to take not rebuilding the 
bridge, when we live down 
there. We can get around it, yes. 
Why don't we just fill it in and 
level the road off?" Rastallis 
asked. 

Leslie Cromack said, "I see 
no reason, with the engineering 
available in this day and age, 
that we can't rebuild that bridge. 
I really think the bridge needs to 
be put back and that road 
restored. Frankly, I think you 
are trying to avoid some of your 
responsibility when you say you 
are not going to replace that 
bridge." 

Andy Rewa echoed his call. 
"Put the bridge back in. Eight or 
nine years ago, at the meeting 
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you guys held at the Grange, 
you were all gung ho to rebuild 
it. You can span the Keys in 
Florida, you can span the bay in 
San Francisco. Put the abut­
ments back far enough: span it!" 

Selectboard chair Al Ross 
said "the aquifer is ve1y active 
in that area." 

Finance committee chair Jeff 
Singleton said, "I've become 
increasingly skeptical about fix­
ing the bridge. I don't pa1ticu­
larly find the cunent situation 
inconvenient. I don't think the 
town needs two high speed 
roads heading to Montague 
Center." 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said he wanted 
Mass Highway to put in writing 
the offer to reconstruct the 
southern portion of Greenfield 
Road, if it was indeed going to 
be reclassified as a local road. 
He got Stegemann to promise to 
do so, and Stegemann told him, 
"I would consider the request to 
pay for the design of the foot­
bridge a reasonable request." 

Stegemann made these state­
ments on January 30th, but the 
crowd seemed wonied. After 
all, another April Fool's Day is 
just around the comer. 

T, e site o t. e Greenfield Road overpass, s owing proximity to t. e Montague Pains 
the Fish Hatchery, and the Connecticut River. (courtesy of Mabbe's Evaluation) 
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The Gill-Montague Re-gional 
School Committee has a 
Montague representative va-cancy 
to fill out the term of Tony 
Guglielmi, who resigned recently. 
The term will end May of 2006, at 
which time the new appointee 
would have the option to run for re­
election for two remaining years in 
the three-year term. 

Serving on the school commit­
tee is a rewarding and challenging 
experience. Members deal with 
many issues ranging from devel­
oping policies, budget review and 
approval, health and safety, cur­
riculum approv-al and collective 
bargaining. As a school committee 
member you will be required to 
spend at least two to three nights 
out a month for meetings. You will 
also have the satisfaction of know­
ing that you are serving children 
and your community in building a 
strong future. 

Letters of interest should be 
sent to Superintendent Sue M. 
Gee, GMRSD, 35 Crocker Avenue, 
Turners Falls, 01376 or e-mailed to 
sgee@gmrsd.org. Deadline is 
February 6, 2006. 
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BEGINNER TAP DANCE; 
This is a new dance class 
teaching the basics of Tap 
and light soft shoe dancing. It 
will be taught by Kathy Dunn 
at the Montague Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street in 
Turners Falls. This is a six 
week course on Friday morn­
ings at 9: 15 a.m. starting 
Friday, Febmary 10th. The 
cost is $30.00 for six lessons. 
This is an open program for 
all ages interested in dance. 
To register or for more infor­
mation call Kathy ( 413) 773-
5261 or the Senior 
Center(413) 863-9357 

"It'11 Just a stone's throw from reality.• 
Groceries • Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer• Wine - liquor 

MON • ~:J.~tl~~fAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1 /2 mile south of Wendell Center 

ALLEN'S ROLL-OFF CONTAINER SERVICE 

II Serving the Pioneer Valley II 

-

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
rtll _ •10, 15 & 20 CUBIC YARD CONTAINERS 

- •LOCALLY OWNED ANO OPERA TEO -l!J· .... PROMPT SERVICE & COMPETITIVE RATES 

Tivh Remoya/At Its Bes( 

NORTHAMPTON, MA 
GREENFIELD, MA 

413-587-0304 
413-774-7774 

~t clear Cho1. 
4..0 It);' ("$ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. <:on.tractor Reg.# J 0714 J 
M.,ss. Uccnse #0!59!56~ 

JOE GRAVELINE 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~/) 
PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

CY IUIUl.aftCe 

~-
u 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box J 12 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

(up a· Jo£ Ne~~~~~ 
~ Internet 

Espresso• Cappuccino• lattes j1J{ ]) 
• Great Casua{ Atmo~nere ~ 

• Crcat c~ff_cc, yastt·ics, Mon. Fri 
anJ breaifast serveJ 11(( ifay. 6 to 2 

• Dcfi sandwiches and wr~ps are Sat & Sun 
11vai(aMcfm· (uncfi. a to 2 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA01376 / (413)863-2800 / Zach Fellows-Owner 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 

11 
Teachers: 

20% off educational materials 
15% off all other books 

Most special orders within 2 days! 
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6; Sac 9-6; Sun 12-5 

74 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners falls, MA 
Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELER.a 
• Tradilional and ConLempornry Jewelry 

'IJ) Diamonds 

C11stom repair 
worf tfo,·1e 0>1;n·emises 

<I)} Watches 
~ A1miversary Bands 

O(ljasl,ioued·service! 

Comer of Main & 

Larry Pfeffer 
772-0859 Mon.-rri., 9::~0-5::{0 

Sat. 9:00-5:00 
www.countryjcwclcr.com Chapman Streets, Greenfield 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

Jujt ~fnp 
We Buy Anything From a Pin 

To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 01360 
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REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $5. 10 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 
Teen Center Open Mic Draws a fall House 

SERVICE DIRECTORY CAll 863-8666 
4 lines for 13 weeks only $35; 26 weeks for $74; 

39 weeks for $113; one full year for only $152 

ca111entrv 
No job too small - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

computers 
Tracknology - Custom software, 
data base development and web 
design. Call (413) 367-0149. 

Real Estate 

Reynolds Properties - A friend for 
the buyer; someone to represent 
you I Consulting, buyer 
representation, 20+ years exp. Call 
Lynn Reynolds,ABR, CRS, GRI. Call 
367-2425, (413) 256-8553. 

Services 

End Chaos - Are you living in a 

mess? Can't seem to tackle it alone? 
Get rid of that nagging feeling. I can 
help clean and organize rooms, 
garages and basements. We'll either 
find a place for it or gain the courage 
to throw it away. Create more open 
space. Find the stuff you actually 
need. Call Super Girl at 863-9104. 

CAN YOU SELL? - The Montague 
Reporter is looking for an 
Advertising Director. Display, 
Business Cards, and Classified Ads, 
Work by commission. Submit 
resume and work history 
reporterAds@ Montague-MA.net or 
(413) 863-8666. 

PLOW FRAU & Bow Wow: Sita 
Lang, (413) 834-7569. Hauling your 
used goods to people and places in 
need, and not necessarily to the 
landfill. Free Estimates. 

CLASSIFIEDS: $5 FOR 20 WORDS 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.10 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for __ for __ weeks. 
Name Phone ______ _ 

Support our Advertisers! Tell them vou saw it in 
mqe ~ittgue i~porur 

Musty COMFORTER=» Sandy AREA RUG;J 
or iust lOTS ot laundrv? 

SlllfESAYS:BRING IT ON. 
1618/IWASHIRSARIBACI! 

\ 1111 ti I u..o..i.CLtJ.C<LLLI{ iii 
~ '' Always Hot Dryers! "· , • 

Suzee's-Gear for sale at : www.suzeesthirdstlaundry.com 

TIRED OF LATE FEES? 
Ask us about our Movie Lover's Membership 

No Due Dates• No Late Fees 

The Valley's Best Selection of Classic, Foreign, 
Independent & Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles 
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE 

50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701 

BY JARED LIBBY 
TURNERS FALLS - Friday, 
January 27th saw a full house 
at the Hot Spot Teen Center's 
monthly open mic. The open 
mic, held from 6-9 on the last 
Friday of each month at the 
Brick House Community 
Resource Center (located at 
24 Third Street in Turners 
Falls), draws a variety of teen 
performers from the local 
area. This substance-free 
event provides a safe and 
healthy environment and 
some free entertainment for a 
Friday night. Over the course 
of the evening roughly 75 
teens attended. For the first time 
ever, there wasn't a single empty 
seat from start to finish. 

Open mies, hosted by the 

Ill §POT [HI Ullll 
·MONDAYS-Math Tutoring, 3-

5; Computer Center Drop-in, 3-5, • 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing Music 

Project, 3 - 5 • THURS & FRIS­
drop-in, 3 - 5 • THURS - Movie 

Nigh~ 6- 8 • SAT, FEB. 4th -
Winter Carnival snowball 

slingshot at Unity Park, 1130 -

2:30 • FRI, FEB 10th-Open Mic 

at bellybowl restaurant 
These programs are free (except 
some trips) and open to local 

teens. Some require permission 
slips. For more info: Jared at 

863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is inTbe 

Brick Home 
Community Resource Center, 

24 Third .ftreet, Turners Falls. 

WENDELL 
continued from pg 1 
sent town office building, where 
the senior center shares space. 
There will be a quiz on this later. 

Selectboard member Dan 
Keller said, "We have a 
consensus." Putting the senior 
center in the old libraiy building 
''will save 700 square feet on the 
proposed new town office 
building," and save the town "at 
least $100,000 on that project." 
And it will make a good reuse of 
a treasured public space. 

"We think it's a wonderful 

JAKE~S TAVERN 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
STEAMERS 

~ 
~ 
ARE BACK! 

66 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

Teen Center, are a pa1t of the 
Avenue A Music Project. The 
Music Project is a drop-in 
program that meets Tuesday and 
Wednesday aftemoons from 3-5 
at the Brick House and allows 
teens free studio time to leam 
about writing and recording 
music. Teens of any musical 
skill level are welcome to come 
in and experiment with creating 
and recording music. The Brick 
House also co-hosts a monthly 
open mic for the whole 
community at the bel~ybowl on 
Fourth Street. 

The event began promptly 
with a packed house at 6:00. 
With a brief introduction and a 
handful of acoustic songs by The 
Brick House's Youth Programs 
Coordinator, the volume quickly 
escalated. Luke Eaton of 
Greenfield displayed his electric 
guitar chops before a band of 
Teen Center regulars took the 
stage, broadcasting their brand 
of pop-punk. Also featured were 
an unnamed metal band that 

tapped into the crowd's energy, 
the rebirth of the Moonshiners 
Jug Band, and tv.•o-thirds of The 
Unsung Cliche, a band that has 
recently become involved with 
the Avenue A Music Project. 
Rounding out the night was the 
always popular Moscow Mule, a 
group that defies categorization, 
though free-acrobatic-death-jazz 
might provide some clue. Of 
course many more took the stage 
over the cow-se of thre.e hours. 

While the room slowly 
emptied to an acoustic serenade 
by a banjo and trombone duo 
who weren't about to let the PA 
being turned off stop them, 
munnurs of this having been the 
best open mic yet floated 
through the air. A number of 
teens mentioned that they look 
fo1ward to this event all month. 

The next open mic will be 
held Friday, Febma1y 24th. For 
more infonnation about open 
mies or the Avenue A Music 
Project, call the Teen Center at 
863-9559. 

idea," said librai·ian Rosie Carolyn Manley estimated 
Heidkamp. ''This means the $20,000 would be required to 
existing building will be given a rehabilitate the old library 
new lease on life. It will become a building for the senior center, 
popular meeting room," including installing a washroom, 
following renovations and the rewiring the cellar, and replacing 
removal of interior shelving. "It's slate on the roof. Keller suggested 
a chaiming building with built-in Community Development Block 
wooden bookshelves, hai·dwood Grant (CDBG) funds might be 
flooring and a ramp. It would be available for the rehab project, 
ve1y difficult to build this kind of because changing the library to a 
charm today." senior center would allow the 

Heidkamp said town meeting building to be a senior center and 
would be asked to transfer nothing else for the seven years 
$20,000 from the new town office required for the use of such fonds. 
building account to an account for The boai·d discussed dates in 
rehabilitating the libraiy building. Febma1y for a special town 
The 735-square foot building, meeting, but did not decide on 
built in 1921, is situated on the one, although the 23rd was 
comer of Lockes Village and suggested The meeting will be 
Montague Road, across from the necessaiy to transfer money from 
town common. The plan calls for the town office constiuction 
allowing Wendell's food pantiy, accotmt to an accotmt for 
Good Neighbors, to operate out rehabilitating the old library, 
of the old libraiy basement. and to authorize more money 

At the Janua1y 25th for constructing a 
selectboai·d meeting, Keller public water supply for II~ 
repo1ted that town treasurer the new buildings. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

65 CHW. 5TREEr • TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 
-· 

Can~itS:rfi: Stud~os 
..a.. ) ~-- ·' . 

Clay/Stone Smlpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawings @nd Paintings 

TELEPHONE -413.863.9299 BY CHANCE OR 

FAX -413.863. 9099 APPOINTMENT. 

EMAIL: JACK@CANALSTAR.BIZ 

\Y~ntOFJ;if-Z· 
,.--,\)- Su,ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

f1dJc•«-, ~ 9" ~I 

unday: "Open Mic" • V 
Karaoke • Friday & Sa 
ights • R&R atmosphere 
Table and just meet wi 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD 
Contra Dance with Moving 
Violations at the Guiding Star 
Grange Hall, 401 Chapman St., 
Greenfield. 8:00 to 11 :30 p.m. 
413-549-1913. 

New Members Show at Ve1mont 
Center for Photography, 49 Flat 
St., Brattleboro, VT. adjacent to 
the lower level of the new munic­
ipal parking garage. (802) 251-
6051. Opening reception during 
Brattleboro Gallery Walk, Friday 
February 3rd, from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Exhibit runs through 
Febma1y 26th. Galle1y Hours: 
Friday 1:00 to 7:00 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday 12:00 to 
6:00 p.m. Show director is Phil 
Stake. This is an eclectic show of 
what VCP's newest members are 
ctmently exploring in their per­
sonal projects. The members 
include, Matthew Baily, Nancy 
Belluscio, Christopher Curtis, 
lphi Hatt, Erik Hoffner, Lodiza 
Lepore, Michael Miller, Daniela 
Nachazelova, Victor Salvo, Jim 
Schlessinger, Tony Schwartz, and 
Phil Stake. This diverse group of 
photographers have one thing in 
common, their passion for pho­
tography as art. 
www.vcphoto.org. 

Ottom0tiC Slim 

Ottomatic Slim (great harp) plays 
rocking blues at Rt. 63 
Roadhouse, Federal St., Millers 
Falls. For more info call (413) 
659-3384. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 41H 
The Lady Killigrew Cafe pres­
ents Kelli Shay Hicks playing 
guitar, autoharp and singing at 8 
p.m. (no cover charge) at the 
Montague Bookmill, 442 
Greenfield Rd., Montague 
Center. For more info call (413) 
367-9666 or visit W\¥W. thela­
dykilligrew. com. 

Annual Winter Carnival spon­
sored by the Montague Parks & 
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E N T Northfield. 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Pre-registration required. (800) 
859-2960. 

Recreation Depa1tment. Schedule 
includes: cardboard sled jam­
boree (10:00 to 11:30 a.m.); 
Brickhouse Snowball Slingshot 
Challenge (11 :30 a.m.); Multi­
cultural Crafts (2:00 p.m.); 

Accoustic Jam at Rt. 63 
Roadhouse, Federal St., Millers 
Falls, followed by Superbowl 
party with food and promo give­
aways. For more info call (413) 
659-3384. 

lHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 91H 
Open Mic at Rt. 63 Roadhouse 
with Peter Kim, Jimmy Atnold 
and MaiyKate, no cover. Federal 
St., Millers Falls. For more info 
call (413) 659-3384. 

Broomhall Games (2:00 ,---,,--,.IAZll'm~B~ 
p.m.); horse-drawn 
hayrides; carnival bon­
fire, ice skating and more. 
413- 863-3216. See ad 
and schedule on pagel2. 

the evening's attractions. Fine 
and fancy dress with a touch of 
tie dye is appreciated. Tickets are 
a donation of $20 or more and 
can be reserved by calling 
Leverett Crafts & Alts, (413) 
548-9070. 8pm at the Barnes 
Ga.lle1y, 13 Montague Rd., 
Leverett. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH 
Scandinavian Dancing Second 
Sundays at the Montague Grange 
#141, 34 Main St., Montague 
Center. Great live music played 
by Andrea Larson, David Kaynor 
and friends. David Kaynor will 

also teach basic Swedish 
dances. Dancers with all 

, levels of experience are 
welcome. No pa1tner nec­
essary. $10 suggested dona­
tion. Musicians wishing to 
play or for more info call 
Andrea at (603) 878-4332, 
or email 
ALLarson56@aol.com or 
call Alice at (413) 774-

Strange Brew plays clas­
sic rock at Rt. 63 
Roadhouse, Federal St., 
Millers Falls. For more 
info call (413) 659-3384. n, T 7771 or email Dlame it on / ina 

Contra Dance with Wild 
Asparagus at the Guiding Star 
Grange Hall, 401 Chapman St., 
Greenfield. 8:00 to 11 :30 p.m. 
413-772-6840. 

Make-Your-Own Tie Dye 
Morning at Leverett Crafts & 
Alts, from 10 a m. to noon. Bring 
your own clothing items and we 
supply the dye and instmction. 
This is a. chance to get the tie dye 
portion of your outfit together for 
Leverett Crafts & Alts A Black 
Tie Dye Affair on the 11th, or just 
be a fun morning for the family. 
LCA Resident Artist Susan 
Mulholland, screen printer and 
tie-dye specialist, has donated 
white bowties ready to be dyed 
and Jodi Levine of Wild Child 
Tie Dyes will be on hand for tie­
dye instmction. For inspiration 
Jodi will bring samples of tie-dye 
artwork from Japan, Africa, India 
and Thailand. $3 per item at the 
Bames Ga.lle1y, 13 Montague Rd, 
Leverett, open to tie-dyers of all 
ages. 

SUNDA~FEBRUARYSTH 
Cross Countty Skiing for Women 
- Stait skiing the right way in a 
full-day instmctional program -
tips on equipment, clothing as 
well as outdoor sessions on skis 
for both beginning and inte1me­
diate skiers. Northfield Mountain 
Recreation At·ea, Route 63, 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY nm 
Wendell Full Moon Coffee 
House presents Blame it on Tina, 
an act that covers the spectmm of 
music; rock, pop, countty, folk, 
with even a taste of world music 
and jazz. These four talented 
local musicians have come 
together to put on an awesome 
evening of original music to thaw 
the chill in our F ebma1y bones 
and release their first CD "A 
Good Story". Jen Spingla, Bob 
Rosser, Adam Bergeron, and Tina 
Hom welcome their talented 
guests; Kellianna, Alyssa Kelly, 
and Ethan Stone to join them on 
stage for this incredible evening 
of musical entertainment. Partial 
proceeds to benefit Good 
Neighbors, an organization dedi­
cated to providing free, whole­
some foods for local community 
members. Full Moon Coffe.e 
House is inside Town Hall on the 
common in downtown Wendell. 
7:30 p.m. sha1p. $6 - $12, kids 6-
12 $2; under 6 free. (978) 544-
5557, www.wendellfull­
moon.org 

Leverett Crafts & Alts takes a tt-ip 
back to the 60s with A Black Tie 
Dye Affair, a gala evening to ben­
efit the aits center. A concert by 
Marsia Shuron Han-is of Mother 
Turtle, wine tasting by Amherst 
Wines & Spirits and psychedeli­
cious hors 'doeuvres are ainong 

ANSWERS TO LAST ISSUE'S CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

THE FRANKLIN & THE KING 
Across 
3. SEGREGATION 
5. REFORMATION 
7. BAPTIST 
8. GANDHI 
9. ODOMETER 
11. CHURCH 
12. LIGHTNING ROD 
13. FBI 
15. PRINTING 
20. STAMP 

23. PHILADELPHIA 
26. NONVIOLENT 
28. BUS 
29. POVERTY 

Down 
1. FREEMASONS 
2.STOVE 
3. SCIENCE 
4.ALMANAC 
6. BIFOCALS 

10. RECONCILIATION 
14. BEN FRANKLIN 
16. NAACP 
17.INDEPENDENCE 
18. NOBEL PEACE 
19. FIREFIGHTERS 
21. LIBRARY 
22. POSTMASTER 
24. PREACHER 
25. THOREAU 
27. SLAVERY 

kling63@yahoo.com. 

Double bill Hilltown Folk show 
at Memorial Hall in Shelburne 
Falls. CD release perfo1mance by 
subversive traditionalistas The 
M a m m a 1 s 
(wwv.•.themamma.ls.net) and 
modem countty duo Sai·ah Lee 
Guthrie and Johnny Irion 
(sarahleeandj ohnny. com). 
Tickets are $18 advanced, $20 at 
the door and $10 for under 18-yr­
olds. Tickets available online at 
hilltownfolk.com or at THE 
HEMPEST in Northampton 
(413) 585-9707, BOSWELL'S 
BOOK in Shelburne Falls (413) 
625-9362 or WORLD EYE 
BOOKSHOP in Greenfield (413) 
772-2186. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 141H 
Smith College presents 
acclaimed poets Charles 
Bernstein and Jerome 

51Andoy 
at7 

THE DEAD 
OF WINTER 
Free films for the frozen 

Sunday, February 5th 

Johnny Guitar 
1954; Joan Crawford rules in 
this strange noir/western. 

www.montaguebookmill.com. (413) 367-9206 

15 

Rothenberg at 7:30 p.m. in 
Stoddard Hall AuditoriUlll. The 
reading is free, open to the public 
and wheelchair accessible. The 
event coincides with the exhibi­
tion "Too Much Bliss: Twenty 
Years of Granary Books" at the 
Srnith College MuseUlll of Art, 
which featm·es the work of both 
poets through Feb. 19th. The 
readings will be followed by a 
book sale and signing in Stoddard 
Hall. Afterward, the Smith 
College MuseUlll of Att will host 
a reception in the museum atri­
Ulll. For more information, con­
tact Cindy Furtek in the Poetty 
Center office at (413) 585-4891 
or Ellen Dore Watson, director, at 
(413) 585-3368. 

COMING SOON to the Shea. 
Theater: Febmaiy 10th, 11th & 
12th Stoneleigh-Burnham School 
presents Alice in Wonderland and 
Ja'Duke Productions presents 
Annie on Friday, February 17th at 
8 p.m.; Saturday, Februa1y 18th 
at 8 p.m.; Friday, February 24th 
at 8 p.m., Saturday, Febma1y 
25th at 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
February 26th at 2 p.m. 

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 
Nature Remembered by Chuck 
Braun, illustt·a.tor, designer and 
painter. Works on display at 
Great Falls Discovery Center 
through this month. 

GREENFIELD 
47Al21)~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-TT4-4881 

www.gardencinemas net 
Showtimes for Fri, Feb. 3rd • Thurs, Feb. 9th 

1. MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA PG13 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 

MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 

2. BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 R inDTS sound 

MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:30 3:30 

3.MUNICH 
DAILY 7:30 R 

MAT SAT, SUN, WED 12:00 3:45 
4.SYRIANA R 

DAILY 6:40 9:15 
MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 
5. THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA 

DAILY 6:40 PG 13 in DTS sound 
MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:15 3:15 
5. UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION 

DAILY 9:15 R inDTS sound 
6. BIG MAMA'S HOUSE 2 

DAILY 7:00 9:10 PG13 inDTSsound 
MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:00 3 00 
7. WHE!"I A STRANGER CALLS 

DAILY 7:00 9:10 PG13 inDTS sound 
MATSAT,SUN, WED 12:00 3 00 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

The strength of a NATIONWIDE Lender, 
The convenience of a LOCAL Professional 

NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE 
100% Financing, No Money Down, VA & non-VA, 

and Construction Loans a Specialty. 

Tim Prevost, Loan Officer 
Call 413-773-8984, now. 

Celebrating 15 years of lending 
in the Pioneer Valley. 

EQUAL@ 
HOUSING = 

LENDER 

Windy Hollow 
·-. Veterinary Clinic 

Amy Plavin, O.V.M. 
Route 47 

Montague Center, MA 
413-367-0062 

Small Animal Medicine ♦ Surgery ♦ Dentistry 
Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture 

Providing a holistic approach to veterinary care for your pet in a 
client friendly atmosphere. 

Mary Lou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CSR 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street , P.O. Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 
HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: mlemond@crocker.com 
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Teaching Us to Treasure our Natural Heritage 
BY FRAN HEMOND 
GREAT FALLS - A 
beautifully landscaped 
park on the banks of 
the Connecticut River 
introduces the visitor 
to the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. And 
an exciting introduc­
tion it is. Not only is 
the museum a center of 
knowledge and under­
standing of our valley 
and us creatures who 
live here, it is also a 
place set up so that 
children and others 
may push buttons on 
dioramas, try "hands-

Great Falls Discovery Center 

posals.' It has been a long 
struggle to change the 
thinking of society. In the 
1900s, towns along the 
banks used the river to •• Turners Falls, MA 

on" some fascinating 
.... _,_ 

natural materials near 
the gift shop, see and hear the 
birds and animals around this 
area in an effective setting. 

Its prime four acres of land 
is located on Avenue A in 
Turners Falls, by the bridge to 
Gill and Route 2. This group 

Happy Valentine's Day! 

Give that special someone 
a gift catifia.te. 

A Turning Point 
The long hair experts • 863-9408 

29 5th Street, Turners Falls, MA 

effort of several state, federal 
and local organizations offers 
programs featuring experts in 
the field. The museum diora­
ma of the 400 miles of 
Connecticut River and its sur­
rounding countryside, the 
fish, animal and bird exhibits, 
complete with songs and calls, 
the TV view of the eagle nest 
at Barton Cove, the habitat 
exhibit tours every Saturday at 
11 a.m. led by Chuck Braun, 
Nature and Wildlife Artist, are 
only part of the February 
offerings. 

The Discovery Center's regu­
lar hours are on Friday and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and at other times for spe­
cial events. The Center is open 
at no charge to the public. Its 
facilities are accessible. Some 
of the special programs do 
require registration and a fee, 
and if so, this is noted. 

Februa1y programs at the 
Discovery Center include: 
"On the Trail of the Fisher 
Cat" on Thursday, February 
2nd, 7 - 8 p.m. featuring a 
slide presentation by David 
Brown. This program will be 
followed on Saturday the 4th 
by snowshoeing at Northfield 
Mountain and "Tracking 
Fishers and other Woodland 
Predators." Both require pre­
registrations and fees. The 

slide program is $5.00; the 
snowshoe trip is $15 per per­
son, or $27 with snowshoe 
rental. For the Saturday pro­
gram, call Northfield 
Mountain at 413-659-4461. 

On Saturday, Februa1y 4th, 
at 1-2 p.m., Gini Traub, 
regional coordinator for the 
Mass Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, 
will present a program, 
"Making Massachusetts," fea­
turing demonstrations of val­
ley and hillside formations. 
School age children, their 
families, amateur geologists 
and all others are welcome. 

On Wedneday, February 
22nd, special family program­
ming with open hours 10 a.m 
to 4 p.m. offers an eagle pro­
gram at 11 a.m. and Winter 
Habitats at 1 p.m. 

On Thursday the 23rd, 
Caribbean Day, the Discove1y 
Center invites you to consider 
where migratory birds are 
wintering and how to prepare 
for their return. 

The Center joins in spon­
soring programs at Arcadia 
Wildlife Sanctuary and the 
Hitchcock Center in Amherst. 

Because of Discovery 
Centers, our children may 
grow up with an appreciation 
of the fact that rivers and 
streams are not 'garbage dis-

dump untreated waste­
water of any kind. 
Industrial areas got rid of 
their chemical leftovers; 
residential areas gave lit­
tle thought to pollution. 
By the time the 
Connecticut River 
reached Holyoke, swim­
ming was a 'no-no'. 

When the Valley towns 
- finally did something 
- about the problem, it cost 

federal, state and local 
governments millions to 
clean the river up. It is a 

long four hundred miles from 
the mountains of New 
Hampshire above the Fourth 
Connecticut Lake to Long 
Island Sound in Connecticut. 
This generation knows the value 
of clean water. It takes the hard 
work of many citizens to pre­
serve our beautiful valley. 

The site of the Discove1y 
Center has always been a busy 
one. In the heydey of Turners 
Falls, Bernard Farren built a 
handsome hotel on the spot to 
accommodate the growing 
industrial village. Later, it fur­
nished lodging and entertain­
ment for the men who drove 
logs down the river from the 
north, a dangerous business. It 
was successively the Hotel 
Farren, the Hotel Riley, and 
the Grand Trunk Hotel, and at 
one time held the town offices 
and other businesses. The 
Montague Paper Company 
was located nearer the river. 
Its renovated machine shop 
now houses the Great Hall of 
the Discovery Center. 
Cumberland Farms, too, had a 
tum in the area. But this grow­
ing center of nahrral histo1y 
and environmental education 
reminds Western Massa­
chusetts it has a treasure to 
protect, with significance for 
generations. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

525 Bernardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 774-1221 
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com 

Bernie Monkiewicz 
Realto1· 

1~~,~v Brion ~- Son Soucie 
,_ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the A,ea tor over 25 years Certified• Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Becipqr 290-1162 

863-2471 
fe1x 863-8022 

lectric 

Gary W. Crider 
Licensed Electrician 

MA#27657E 

Ouality Work at a Reasonable Rate. 

Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 

9 Railroad Station Rd. 

SINCE 190 

HEATING·COOLING·PLUMBING 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

Northfield 
413-498-4419 

% Annual 
'~ Het11111 

System 
C1ean11u 

~ PlumblllU 
'&'S Repairs 

~ UCENSm 
,i~ nct1-

NIc1us 

#M10588 (MA) 




