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Gill Will Need to Make 
Do with Less in FY'l2 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
Initial projections show 
the town of Gill will have 
about $38,000 less to 
spend on town and school 
depa1tments this year than 
last. That was the take
away from administrative 
assistant Ray Purington's 
update on FY'l2 rev
enues for the selectboard 
on Monday afternoon. 

"It's hard to look at this 
and not have the expense 
side to look at too," cau
tioned selectboard mem
ber Ann Banash, who 
pointed out the town 
socked away an equiva
lent amount of money left 
over from the budget 
compact with the Gill
Montague schools in 
December of 2010. 

"We put [$38,121] into 
an education stabilization 
account because we knew 
we were going to get 
nailed," with declining 
state aid and higher 
assessments for the Tech 
School and the GMRSD, 
Banash said. That money 
is now available for the 
town to draw down to 
help balance the FY'l2 

budget. 
Purington said the 

budget Governor Deval 
Patrick recently proposed 
called for a drop of about 
$17,000 in state aid to the 
town of Gill. Purington 
said that number could 
dip fmther into the nega
tive once the two houses 
of the legislature go to 
work on the FY'l2 budg
et. "That could take an 
additional $7,000 off," 
the town's state aid num
bers, equal to a drop of 
I 0% in state aid, 
Purington cautioned. 

Moreover, the town's 
administrative aide said 
new growth will likely 
come in at its lowest level 
in many years - he pro
jected a figure of$13,000, 
half of what the town saw 
for new growth last year -
and local receipts will 
drop about $7,000. 

"We need to adjust to 
what the economy is 
going to do and live with
in our means," said select
board chair John Ward. 

The town can expect to 
add $51,480 from the 

see GILL pg 11 
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Carl Ladd: "We Will Turn This 
District Around for the Students" 

director of early childhood 
education (Chris Jutres's 
position), along with a 
business office manager 
position, the special edu
cation team chair, and a 
grant management admin
istrator. 

"This is the leanest 
budget in recent mem
ory." 

But Ladd made it 
clear the regional 
school district is bal

ancing more 
than just its 

budg-
et these 

days, as it tries 
Gill-Montague Superintendent Carl Ladd to pull out of its 

designation as 
BY DAVID DETMOLD one of just four Level IV 
GILL-MONTAGUE - 'Needs Improvement' dis
"We're doing our level 
best to get a level funded 
budget," Gill-Montague 
superintendent Carl Ladd 
told the regional school 
committee at a budget 
hearing on Tuesday night. 

tricts in the state. 
"It's kind of a double 

edged sword," Ladd said. 
"If we don't have educa
tional and financial stabili
ty we won't keep families 
in the district. We need to 

deal with both sides of it 
simultaneously." 

Toward that end, Ladd 
said the $16,408,162 level 
funded budget he is pro
posing for FY'l2 (down 
.78% from FY'I0) will 
focus on maintaining 
classroom size is his 1mm
ber one priority. With near
ly a quaiter million dollars 
in contractual steps for 
teachers and staff driving 
the FY'II budget number 
upwards, along with a 
$39,000 uptick in utility 
costs, $120,000 in health 
insurance costs, and 
nearly $30,000 in trans
po1tation, retirement, 

Medicaid, and heating 
costs, Ladd said he had 
only two places left to look 
for cuts: central office staff 
and other personnel. 

"We've taken all the 
low hanging fruit already," 
he said. 

The axe will fall heavi
ly on central office admin
istrators, where Ladd will 
cut $241,000 by eliminat
ing the director of grants 
and technology (Marty 
Espinola's position), the 

Ladd said the district 
would be able to continue 
receiving the bulk of the 
$1.8 million in annual 
grant funding it has come 
to rely on, even without 
Espinola to oversee and 
write those grants. 

"About $1.3 million of 
those grants are entitle
ment grants. We're going 
to receive them regardless, 
with a fill-in-the-blank 
application fonn, for Title 
I and Title 2 grants," 
among others, because the 
district's pove1ty levels 
match the demographics 
for those federal grants, 
designed to improve the 
academic achievement of 
disadvanted students. 

Next, Ladd said he 
would seek to cut the 
equivalent of about three 
staff positions, once the 
accelerated school turn
arom1d plan is established 
with the assistance of the 
Department of Elementa1y 
and Secondruy Education 

see LADD pg 9 

Kenney Retires From GMRSD After 32 Years 
BY ALI URBAN 
GILL-MONTAGUE 
For Jefli'ey Kenney, being 
an educator is all about the 
kids. 

"There's something 
about eve1y kid that makes 
them special. If you can 
find that, then working 
with those students can be 
extremely rewarding," said 
Kem1ey, who will retire 
from the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District 
on Febmaiy 24th after 32 
years of service. 

"I can tell you that hav
ing done a lot of things in 
education in the saine dis
trict, that the higher up you 
move in administration, the 
frnther you get from kids," 
he said. 

Jejfrry Kennry 

The Hilton Hotel in Istanbul Turkry, was the scene of an interesting business meeting this month. 
Kem1ey, a Greenfield 

resident, has se1ved in sev
eral roles at Tmners Falls 
High School and Great 
Falls Middle School, teach
ing seventh and eighth 
grade science between 
1979 and 2001 before 
becoming assistant princi
pal at the upper school, ai1d 
in 2002 taking the position 
of middle school principal. 

Beginning in 2006, grant to fund more 
Kenney was tapped for advai1ced placement class
principal of the Turners es ai1d establishing a more 
Falls High School, until vocational-style early 
July 2010 when he becaine childhood education pro
assistant to the superinten- gram at the high school. 
dent for special projects, a "Jeff has been in the dis
position from which he will trict for 30-plus years," 
retire on his 60th biithday. said Carl Ladd, superinten-

BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
ISTANBUL - Returning 
to Istanbul on January 
2nd after a too brief stay 
with family in Montague 
was a rather mixed and 
emotional affair which 
included sadness at 
depa1ture, a growing 
familiarity with our new 

surroundings, and contin
uing excitement over the 
experiences ahead. 

It is fair to say the 
world has changed con
siderably since then, 
though we claim no cred
it for it. 

Since we have been 
back, even prior to the 

Tunisian and Egyptian 
revolutions, we found 
ourselves hearing publi
cally declared regard for 
Turkey as a secular dem
ocratic state existing on 
reasonably good terms 
with both the Arab and 
western world, while 

see WORLD pg 10 

In this role, he has over- dent of schools. "He's one 
seen several iilitiatives of those guys who has such 
ii1cluding iinplementii1g a see KENNEY pg 1 o 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Independent 

Moo Cow 
My name is Moo Cow and I'm 

a three-year-old domestic sho1t 
hair female cat in need of a good 
home. My last family repo1ted 
that I am sweet and loving. They 
got that right. I'm generally inde
pendent and quiet. My favorite 
things in the world are hanging 
with my family, lounging on the 
couch, and getting long body 
strokes from head to toe. I have a 
condition called FIV It's a cat
only immune condition--humans 
and other animals can't get it, and 
it's even hard for other cats to get 
(usually through a bad fighting 
bite--and I am not like that at all.). 

Most likely I'll live a long, 
healthy n01mal life with no prob
lems, although it's best for me to 
be an indoor-only girl. To find out 
more about adopting me, please 
contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-9898 
or via email:info@dpvhs.org. 

ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Washineton Presentation 

In celebration of President's 
week, "Town Crier" Kim 
Gregory, Eiving resident and 
Historic Deerfield docent, will 
visit as a friend of young George 
Washington on Wednesday, 
February 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 
Grego1y will share stories about 
the first President's early child
hood from his birth to age 22 
when he became a Colonel in the 
British Almy. It's a lesson for 
children of all ages. All wel
come! Refreshments se1ved. 

Pokemon enthusiasts will 
gather at the libra1y on 
Wednesday, March 2nd at 3:00 
p.m. This is an "open session". 
Drop in and bring cards to trade 
pr play. 
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WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Call for Art, Film and Talk 

•The Wendell Free Libraiy is 
annotmcing a call for local aitists 
to submit work for possible exhi
bition at our He1rick Meeting 
Room Galle1y. A committee 
appointed by the Library Trustees 
reviews all submissions. Exhibits 
nm for two months, and there is 
no chai·ge for the use of the space. 
Please stop by when the libraiy is 
open to see the present show and 
pick up a copy of the two page 
Galle1y Policy/Application form. 
The application is available on 
line as well. Go to wendell 
mass.us/index.php/wendell-free
library.html. Select Policies, then 
scroll down to "Wendell Free 
Libraiy -He1rick Meeting Room: 
Application For Exhibit". Libraiy 
Hours ai·e Tuesday 3:00 to 6:00 
pm.; Wednesday 10:00 a.m. to 

8:00 pm.; Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30pm. 

• On Friday, Febmaiy 25th, at 
7 p.m., presentation by filmmaker 
Ted Timreck and Naingansett 
tribal prese1vation officer Doug 
Hai1'is titled Hidden Landscapes: 
the Ancient Stone Ruins of New 
England. The evening includes 
Timreck's recent film, Great 
Falls, which investigates and 
reinterprets the relationship 
among many ancient stone mins 
in our area. Discussions before 
and after led by Han-is and 
Timreck. The presentation is 
offered in connection with 
Wendell's annual Book Connect 
event, this yeai· focusing on the 
book, King Phillip 3" War, by Eric 
Schultz and Michael Tougias. 
The book is available to bon-ow. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Large Crowd in Attendence at Valentines Party 

TURNERS FALLS - The 
annual Carnegie Libra1y 
Valentine's Party drew a 
large crowd on Saturday, 
Februa1y 12th. The choco
late fondue fotmtain was 
especially populai·. Many of 
the children went home with 
bags of valentine cards and 
crowns, tissue paper flowers 
and other valentine crafts 
they made. 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
School Vacation Week Programs and Hours 

BY LINDA IIlCKMAN 
MONTAGUE - There will be a 
variety of children's programs at 
the Montague Public Librai-ies 
during school vacation week. On 
Tuesday, Febrruuy 22nd, 10:15 
a.m. at the Cainegie Library there 
is a special program: Beads and 
Crafts. Children of all ages ai·e 
invited to join Ruth for beading 
and other fun projects. Tuesday 
afternoon at 3:30 p.m. is the 
Millers Falls Library Club with 
Ruth that includes thematic 
books, crafts and snacks for chil
dren of all ages. On Wednesday, 
Febma1y 23rd, 10:15 am. is 
Sto1y Hour at the Cainegie 
Libraiy. The program is designed 
for children up to five yeai·s old, 
with siblings of any age wel
come. Join Ruth for thematic sto-

1-ies, crafts, songs and snacks. On 
Thursday, Februa1y 24th, 10:00 
a.m. at the Carnegie Library is 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Can-oll and Laurie Davidson. 
This is a very populai· program 
for young children of any age. 

All week at the Carnegie 
Library is Alt-To-Go. Look for 
the silver box in the children's 
room and take home the mate1-ials 
for a fun rut project. 

The Carnegie Library in 
Tumers Falls, 863-3214, is open 
F11day and Saturday 10 am. - 2 
pm., Tuesday and Wednesday 1 -
8 p.m., and Thursday 1 - 5 p.m. 
The Montague Center Libraiy, 
367-2852, is open Wednesday 2 -
5 and 6 - 8 pm.. The Millers Falls 
Library, 659-3801, is open 
Tuesday and Thursday 2 - 5 and 6 

February 17, 2011 

All Roof Shovelers Goof OJI Sometime 
It's hard to find roof shovelers 1vho do not lay d01vn on the job. 

Here's one caught napping at 180 Main Road in Gill 

1
.'.Htstoric 'lJriage :facts I 

PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the 
original construction of the Gill-Montague Bridge in 1937-38. 

• Excavation work to prepare for the erection of island piers three and 
four began early in June of 1937. A large steam shovel was brought 
in to remove the rocky ledge and river bed .. 

• By July IS th, the first cement was poured into two foundation forms. 
These forms extended parallel from the north end of Avenue A up to 
and over the bank that led to the railroad tracks along the canal. 

• This In September of '37, WC. Bearce, superintendent of construc
tion for the Phoenix Bridge Company, arrived to begin the prelimi
nary groundwork for the erection of the steel skeleton of the bridge. 
Railroad cars loaded with the steel and other supplies were sent in via 
the raih-oad spur located along the canal's south side, a most conven
ient location. 

• This spur met its terminus where today the Turners Falls pier of 
the old upper (Red) suspension bridge is located. Presently, the bike 
path occupies the space of the old New York, New Hampshire and 
Hartford railroad line. More bridge Jact.s next week! 

SLATE LIBRARY NEWS 
Annual Valentines Party 

GILL - Librarian 
Jocelyn Castro-
Santos hosted a 
Valentine making ses
sion at the Slate 

~.-..._ Memorial Library on 
w Saturday. 

~-=---
There was a great 

response. Some of the 
persevering artists 
stayed late, absorbed 

,IOSEPHA.MRZ¥ o in their works of art. 

(l-r) Josephine Bonaceto, Anna Hendricks holding her daughter, 
Vita Luna Briggs-Hendricks, and Maia Castro-Santos, daughter of 
the librarian, all bu.ry crafting Valentines on S aturdqy, February 12th. 

- 8 pm. None of the librai-ies will 
be open on President's Day, 
Monday, Februa1y 21st. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students Of the week 

Grade 6 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - February 21st • 25th 
Patrick Salls 

Grade 7 
Mackenzie Phillips 

Seth Leamy 
GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 am. The meal 
site manager is Keny Togneri. 
Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness class
es are suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Volunta1y donations are 
accepted. For more info1mation, 
to make meal rese1vations, or to 
sign up for programs call ( 413) 
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Please note that 
Wednesday afternoon Bingo has 
been cancelled until further 
notice. 

Monday, February 21st 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 

12:00 noon Pot Luck & Bingo 
No Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, February 22nd 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
Wednesday, February 23rd 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Health Screenings 
Thursday, February 24th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Fliday, February 25th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1:00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For information and rese1va
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 am., with reservations 24 
hours in advance. 

Transportation can be provided 
for meals, shopping, or medical 
necessity. Please call the Senior 
Center at (413) 423-3308 to find 
out when the next blood pres
sure clinic will be held. 

Monday, February 21st 
Closed for President's Day 
Tuesday, February 22nd 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, February 23rd 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, February 24th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Friday, February 25th 
11 :30 am. Ltmch - Pizza 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 
544-6760 for hours and upcom
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• \!Vei.1-NicLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - Katie Sachs and 
Brooke Brown Saracino will 
perfo1m a benefit concert for 
the Zen Frum Cafe Community 
Meal at the Montague Zen 
Farm, 177 Ripley Road, in 
Montague Center on Saturday, 
Febmary 19th, sta1ting at 8:00 
p.m. A sliding donation scale of 
$5.00 to $15.00 is encouraged 
to help support this free meal, 
which drew large crowds dur
ing the summer and fall of 
2010. 

The Shea Theater, 71 
Avenue A, in Turners Falls has 
a new theater group added to 
their venue. The "New 
Renaissance Players" will be 
perfo1ming for the first time at 
the Shea with a production of 
the Jungle Book. Show times 
are Febma1y 25th and 26th at 
7:00 p.m. with matinees on 
Febmary 26th and 27th at 2:00 
pm. For ticket info call 413-
863-2281 or go to the 
www.theshea.org 

The cedar waxwings are 
back on Avenue A and side 
streets in Turners Falls, feasting 
on the berries produced by 
flowering crab trees. This is a 
sure sign spring is approaching. 
These flocks of birds travel 
from as far south as Central 
America, and stop by for their 
annual visit to the Avenue on 
their way to breeding grounds 
in southern Canada. 

Come celebrate George 
Washington's 279th birthday 
with a performance of Town 
Crier Kim Gregory at the com-

Wendell History Meetllll! 
In the last few months, a lot of 

local interest has been expressed 
in gathering info1mation about 
the histo1y of the town of 
Wendell, and in re-establishing 
the Wendell historical society. 
Toward these ends, a meeting 
will be held this coming 
Saturday, F ebma1y 19th, at the 
Wendell Free Libra1y from 10 
am. to noon. Residents are invit
ed to come share interest and 
information. 

munity room of the Greenfield 
Savings Bank, 282 Avenue A, 
in Turners Falls on Februa1y 
22nd at 10:00 a.m. Gregory 
will talk about our first presi
dent's early childhood from his 
birth to age 22, when he 
became a colonel in the British 
Army. 

Congratulations go out to the 
Turners Falls High School 
cheerleading team. The team 
of 16 girls placed first in a 
Division IV meet on Saturday, 
Febma1y 12th, at Holyoke High 
School. The team followed with 
another first place finish at 
South Hadley High School on 
Sunday, Februa1y 13th. Keep it 
up, girls! 

A collection of native arti
facts found in this area will be 
on display at the Wendell post 
office until the end of March. A 
program to discuss King 
Phillip's War is being planned 
for later in March at the 
Wendell Libra1y and the arti
facts are pa1t of collection from 
William Deforest "Boo" 
Pearson. 

A seed swap will be held on 
Sunday, Feb 20th, at the 
Wendell Free Library from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Bring 
leftover seeds if you've got 
them, switch them for some
thing new, or get seeds to grow 
for the first time! Gill fa1mer 
Dan Botkin will be on hand to 
talk about seed saving and to 
sell local varieties. 
Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague
ma.net 

Early Education 
& Care Expo 

GREENFIELD - The Franklin 
County Early Education & Care 
Expo will be held Saturday, 
March 5th from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. at First Church, 43 Silver 
Street, Greenfield. 

Great resources for fainilies 
with young children. Special 
visit with Rae Griffiths of 
Teaching Creatures. See details 
at www.gmrsd.org, click on 
Early Childhood Programs. 
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Montague Democrats to hold Town Office Election Caucus April 7th 
Montague Democrats will 

hold their caucus to select candi
dates for town office elections on 
Thursday, April 7th, from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm. in the 1st Floor meeting 
room of the town offices, 1 
Avenue A, Turners Falls. 
Successfol candidates receive the 
paity nomination to appeai· on the 
Monday, May 16th town election 
ballot. Voting is by paper ballot. 

Only registered Democrats 
may nm in this, what amotmts to 
a prima1y election for local 

offices. Democrats who wish to 
nm in the caucus must deliver 
their intention in writing to 
Democratic town committee 
chair JayDiPucchio by 5:00p m., 
Saturday, April 2nd. Notice may 
be by mail, email or in hand. 
Verbal declai·ation cannot be doc
umented and is not acceptable. 

Individuals choosing to nm 
without Democratic party noini
nation should check rules with 
the town clerk. Occasionally, can
didates for the caucus nomination 

also gather signatures for noini
nation through the town clerk 
process so they can still appear on 
the May ballot if they are defeat
ed at the caucus. 

By the Democratic town com
Inittee's vote following the 2003 
caucus, registered un-emolled 
voters also may vote in the 
Democratic caucus. No absentee 
balloting is allowed. All caucus 
candidates must be present at the 
end of balloting or may not be 
ce1tified. 

Below are term expirations. Individuals so far having filed intention to run in caucus**. 

OFFICE TERM INCUMBENT PARTY 
Selectman 3 Pat Allen** Dem. 
Assessor 3 Paul J. Emery** Dem. 
Bd. Of Health Member 3 Michael M. Nelson** Dem. 
Libra1y Tmstee (3) 3 Alice J. Armen Dem. 

3 Sharon E. Cottrell Dem. 
3 Veronica A. Phaneuf Unemolled 

Park & Rec. Comm. 3 Dennis L. Grader Dem. 
Soldier Memorial Trustees (2): 
Veteran 3 Brian Sansoucie Unemolled 
Non-Vet. 3 Christopher M. Boutwell** Dem. 
Montague Housing Authoritv(2) 

5 Matthew M. McMullin Unemolled 
The first floor meeting room of the town office is wheelchair accessible by elevator entrance at the 

rear of the building, or by the front door 
Questions or letters of intent: please contact Jay DiPucchio, Democratic town committee chair, 
35 Central Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376-1326, (413) 863-8656 home. 

Sundays Tlmebank at the Brick Bouse 
lnerested in local alternative to 9:00 p.m. 

currency, community building For more info or ways to get 
and skills share? Monthly involved contact 
Timebank Orientation and Katie@Brickhousecommunity. 
potluck Inini-workshops will org or call (413) 863-9559. 
be held on the third Sunday of Also visit valleytimetrade.com. 
each month at the Brick House 
Community Resource Center, 
24 3ird Street in Turners Falls. 

This Sunday, Febma1y 20th, 
bring a dish to share if you can. 
Nobody is turned away. This is 
a free community event. 

Schedule: Potluck dinner, 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., Inini-work
shop, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., orien
tation for new members, 8:00 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

THE 

SHADY 
N , 

~ 
BRFAKFASr, [UNOI & DINNER 

DAILY SPECIALS 
SEAFOOD 

HOMEMADE COOKING 
SOUPS & PIES 

sunoAV BREAHfAST 1 - c 
7 AVHNUli A I 863~9636 

'When tillage begins, other 
arts fol/om The farmers, 
therefore, are the founders 
of human ci.vilization. " 

~~ Dani,/ W,bst,r 

Mon, Tue ll: Wed 

Specials 
Large 16" Pizzas 
with 1 Topping for 

$9. 95 plus tax 

With Any 12" or 8" Sub 
1 FREE 12 oz.Can of Soda 

Any Steak, Chicken or 
Veggie Burrito 
$ 5. 9 5 plus tax 

Roberto·s 
Family Restaurant 
196 Turners Falls Road 

863-0022 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1'(;'r ~ ;__;.., Brion R. Son Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re~Key 

28 Mon1ague S1ree1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monuments ~!!f]VC. 

~ J..,.-~;:t, 
People often come to see us 
because their parents 
ond their grondporenls did. 
We' re proud to hQve 
that kind of loyalty, 

~...,~ ,...-?'~ 

f We engrc:ve '°f 
me,nqnes ! tbat last fore11er I 

MAIN OFRCE 773.IA552~J 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield. MA 

'The perfect remembrance' 

and we work hord to keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 
We Know Entertainment 
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Miles to Go 
The snow slides off the roof 

in the middle of the night, and 
comes crashing to the driveway 
with a sound like muffled thun
der, waking us from sleep. An 
uneatthly wind howls around 
the eaves. Are the cats all right? 

Why do we think about the 
cats at a time like this? It's two
thitty in the moming. Of course 
the cats are all right. They're 
sleeping by the wood stove, 
noses tucked into tails, dream
ing of mice. 

Within inches of the wood 
stove is the preferred spot for all 
ofus these days, as the earth lies 
shivering beneath blankets of 
snow and ice. The streets of 
Turners look like the fjords of 
Norway, with pathways plowed 
between icebergs of old snow 
heaped up by far too busy plow 
drivers, and cars maneuvering 
like barges blinded by the 
heaped up mounds on evety 
alleyway and comer. 

Old people are hesitant to 
walk the narrow tracks where 
their wide sidewalks used to be. 
When they do venture out for 
essential errands in the middle 
of the day, they are careful to 
thread their way around the ice, 
the watety slush, and the half 
frozen droppings of too many 
dogs left by careless owners. 

If there is more and more 
CO2 building up in the atmos
phere - and we do not doubt it -
and last year was tied for the 
watmest year on record - and 
we do not deny it - still you 
could not prove the fact of glob
al watming by the streets of 
Turners Falls this winter. It's 
been quite a doozy. 

But on Monday we saw the 
first robin, hobnobbing in the 
hawthom tree with wayfaring 
cedar waxwings, and we know 
somewhere beneath the drifts 
the sap is rising. People are sort
ing and swapping seeds and 
shoveling the snow off their 
greenhouses, and thinking bold 
thoughts of fiddleheads to 
come. 

Our town councils are torpid 
with the sluggishness of sclerot
ic budgets and deficits in the 
snow and ice accounts. But still, 
Wendell has hired the first local 
food coordinator in the county 
(maybe in the countiy). Gill is 

replacing the ancient boiler in 
the elementaty school, the ener
gy commission is preparing for 
a Winsett workshop at the town 
hall next Saturday, the 26th at 1 
p m. (What's a Winsett, you 
ask? Go find out.) 

And a group of citizens in 
Leverett is working hard to 
bring issues of world peace and 
world war to folks at the local 
level. They have the idea of 
forming a town peace commis
sion, to help mediate local dis
putes, work against domestic 
violence, good causes, but also 
to keep our attention fixed on 
how the majority of our tax dol
lars are being spent - on current 
and past wars. 

Why are we having such a 
hard time affording enough 
police protection for our towns, 
enough teachers for our 
schools? Could it have anything 
to do with the trillion dollars we 
have already poured into the 
sands of Iraq and Afghanistan, 
with the ticker still mnning? 

Well, maybe we should hold 
a bake sale and let it go at that. 

It was inspiring to see the cit
izens of Tunisia and Egypt rise 
up and overthrow their U.S. 
backed dictators in recent 
weeks. The fever seems to be 
spreading. We wonder, in the 
odd hours of the night, whether 
it might be possible for the peo
ple of Iraq or Afghanistan to 
find a nonviolent way to solve 
their ti·oubles, too, if the U.S. 
forces followed the example set 
by other countries in the 
Coalition of the Willing and 
simply packed up and came 
home. 

Defend our borders, sure. 
Defend the flow of global oil? 
We're less impressed with that 
as a reason for fighting and 
dying in foreign deserts, or 
propping up foreign dictators. 

The flow of oil leads to the 
flow of CO2 into the air, and 
weather pattems we can no 
longer predict, and deep trouble 
with the world's food supply. 

Maybe Leverett is onto 
something. 

Anyway, spring is coming, 
and the world will change. We 
can still take comfort in these 
simple t11.1ths, as we sit by the 
wood stove and think. 
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"Tritium in the Well. .. Tritium in the Well. .. 

Hi, Ho the deri-o, there's Tritium in the Well." 

/ 

LETTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Town Selectboards Voice Concern on Vermont Yankee 
BY RANDY KEIIl,ER 
COLRAIN - At the request of 
town residents, the selectboards 
of 13 Ve1mont, New Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts towns in close 
proximity to the Entergy 
Corporation's Vermont Yankee 
nuclear reactor in Vemon, VT, 
have recently written to state and 
federal authorities expressing 
concems about possible ways 
Vermont Yankee's shutdown in 
2012 may impact their towns. In 
most cases, these selectboards 
have voted to send a letter drafted 
by the Safe & Green Campaign, a 
three-year-old grassroots educa
tion and outreach project based in 
towns within 20 iniles of the reac
tor. 

The letter, which is being sent 
to "Those with Authority Over 
the Vetmont Yankee Nuclear 
Power Station in Vemon, includ
ing the Entergy Nuclear 
Corporation, the Vermont 

Thanks to the 
Highway Crew 
I just want to thank the Gill 

highway depattment for going 
above and beyond the call of 
duty and doing such a wonderful 
job plowing these past snow 
stotms. 

- Joseph M. Parzych 
Gill 

We Welcome Your 
Leffers! 

;fffilontague l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Legislature and Public Setvice 
Board, and the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatoty Commission," begins 
as follows: 

"As of Febmaiy 24th, 2010, 
when the Vetmont Senate voted 
26-4 in opposition to the extend
ed operation ofVermont Yankee's 
original 40-year license on March 
21st, 2012, the plant is now 
scheduled to cease operation on 
or before that date. This sched
uled closure is likely to affect 
nearby towns and cities in the ti'i
state area in a number of ways. 
Because it is the responsibility of 
local selectboards and town or 
city councils to protect and 
enhance the safety and well
being of our towns and cities, we 
are writing this letter to urge all 
the appropt'iate authot'ities to take 
whatever steps may be necessaiy 
in order to minimize any negative 
impacts that Vetmont Yankee's 
closure may have on its workers, 

local residents, and the environ
ment." 

The letter calls for Vermont 
Yankee workers to be given "first 
preference when workers are 
hired for the multi-year decom
missioning and site cleanup 
process," as well as "opportuni
ties for re-training for available 
jobs at decent wages, including 
jobs in the rapidly expanding 
'green energy' sector." 

In addition to voicing public 
and environmental health con
cems related to decommissioning 
and site cleanup, the letter also 
addresses Ve1mont Yankee's last 
yeai· of operation: 

"During this final period as the 
reactor continues to age and 
minor accidents and radioactive 
leakages continue to occur (if 
they do), residents and officials of 
neai·by towns and cities [ shall] be 
assured that there will be extra 

see TOWNS pg 5 

Not a Sign, but a Symbol of Faith 
I noticed a recent letter to the 

editor in the Montague Reporter 
about Notth Leverett Baptist 
Church and our cross. I'm not 
really sure why all of a sudden 
this has become an issue, for that 
particular cross in front of our 
church has been there for years. 
Unless of course there are still 
some ill feelings conceming the 
painting incident involving the 
Village Coop a few months ago. 

So I'm not really sure if this is 
a legitimate concem or just anoth
er antagonistic attack on Jesus 
Chi'ist and his Church. The letter 
contained a significantly mis
guided statement as the premise 
to the whole ai·gument concem
ing the cross of Jesus Chi'ist. 

Know this with eainest, the 
people of North Leverett Baptist 
Church don't worship the cross. 
We worship the one who cai11ed 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. Please 

email: reporter-poems@mon-

taguema.net for consideration in 

the monthly Poetry Page. Include 

25-word bio. Poems may also be 
posted to Montague Reporter, 58 

4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience necessary, 

as a poet. 

the cross. Fmthe1more it is not 
fair nor is it accurate to associate 
the Chi'istians of Notth Leverett 
Baptist with those who have 
abused the symbol of the cross 
over the course of history. Tme 
there have been acts of unprece
dented inhumanity and injustice 
done in the name of Chi·ist 
throughout history which unfor
tunately still occm· in our broken 
world of today. But the accusa
tion that the people of Notth 
Leverett Baptist Church worship 
a symbol that represents death 
and destiuction is not only histor
ically inaccurate but theologically 
misguided. 

Is it t'ight to lump all peace 
loving, law abiding Muslims in 
with the senseless murderous acts 
committed by radical Muslims? 
Of course not! So why do it to all 
Chi·istians and the people of 
Notth Leverett Baptist Church? 

In response to the questions is 
the cross a sign? And why do they 
worship the cross? The cross is 
not a sign but a symbol; in fact it 
is a universal symbol of hope 
because it represents the greatest 
hope for all mankind. For we do 
not worship the cross but we wor
ship the one who died on the 
cross! The cross is a symbol of 
death for Jesus Chi'ist, but for 

see SIGN pg 5 
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OPED Traffic and Grocery Component are Concerns with Big Box Store 
several other businesses in the 
downtown have stmggled to build 
and ma.intain their base in order to 
provide necessaiy goods paiticu
lai·ly for om· downtown popula
tion, many of whom do not have 
cai-s. A smaller scale development 
without a groce1y component 
would partially address the 
regional concerns while provid
ing mu· ai·ea with an excellent 
source for affordable products. 

BYPATALLEN 
MONTAGUE CITY - I recog
nize the City of Greenfield and its 
planning board have the right to 
determine what is in the best 
interests of Greenfield in te1ms of 
development. However, there are 
times when paiticular projects 
proposed have a much greater 
impact on the stuTounding com
mtmities than might be realized at 
first. 1bis should be taken into 
account if the region as a whole is 
to prosper. No doubt many of the 
retail customers and employees 
will be from the Tmners Falls and 
Montague ai·ea. 

I believe a discount retail store 
could be an asset to Montague as 
well as to Greenfield. Rich's, 
Ames and eai·lier such businesses 
ai·e long gone, but their services 
ai·e needed now more than ever 
by many of our citizens. 

As a Montague resident and 

SIGN from page 4 
anyone who comes to a truthful 
understanding of the cross it is 
a symbol of life! For it was on 
the cross that Christ died for 
the sins of mankind and three 
days later rose from the dead to 
open the way for sinful man to 
have access into the presence 
of a holy God. That is the true 

TOWNS from page4 

attention to maintenance and 
repair of all systems associated 
with the reactor, coupled with 
heightened inspections, monitor
ing, and testing to minimize the 
possibility of a major accident 
and ensure that people, animals, 
and the environment are not 
exposed to any additional risks of 
breathing, drinking, or otherwise 
ingesting radioactivity," 

The letter goes on to say that: 
"Any tendency to delay or 

cancel needed maintenance and 
repairs dming the reactor's final 
months of operation [ shall] be 
strenuously resisted, and that if 
circumstances wa1TaI1t, Ve1mont 

Domestic, Asian & European 

~J' ,~r r '' 
J; ,, 

office holder, I need to shai·e with 
you two specific issues I person
ally feel impact our citizens and 
om· businesses. 

The first issue is the effect of 
traffic, paiticulai'ly on the Tmners 
Falls Road connection to 
Montague. 1bis is a troubled ai·ea 
for both Greenfield and 
Montague and is in need of 
improvement under the cmTent 
level of service, paiticulai·ly the 
nun onto the 5th Street bridge 
from Tmners Falls Road in 
Greenfield. Montague needs to 
know what effect the proposed 
development will have on this 
important gateway to Turners 
Falls. 

The 2007 VHB proposal lists 
the land use in the vicinity as 
"residential homes," while in fact 
the area is industrial and office 
space. In the 2010 VHB sn1dy the 

meaning of the cross. It is a 
demonstration of God's love. 
"For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
eternal life." John 3:16. The 
cross is a symbol that there is 
hope beyond physical death, 
the hope of eternal life. So 

Yankee [ shall] be shut down per
manently before its scheduled 
retirement date." 

Finally, the letter requests that 
"all local selectboai·ds and town/ 
or city cmmcils be kept info1med 
in a timely way ... of all relevant 
plans, decisions, and other devel
opments related to Ve1mont 
Yankee that might affect our 
towns and cities." 

And it proposes that a '"citi
zens adviso1y board' be formed, 
with its members appointed by 
local selectboai·ds and town or 
city councils, so as to facilitate 
ongoing, two-way commtmica
tion regai·ding all of these mat
ters." 

The towns whose selectboai·ds 

Eagle Automotive 
147 2nd Street, Turners Falb 

(413) 824-8111 
Engine Light 
ABS/Brake Light 
SRS/Alr Bag Light Complete Car and Truck Repair 

traffic impacts on Tmners Falls 
Road were not considered easter
ly of the intersection with Loomis 
Road. 

Because of missing inf01ma
tion and misinformed assump
tions, we simply do not know if 
this critical connection between 
our commtmities may be over
burdened with traffic resulting 
from the development. The 
Montague planning board sent a 
letter to your board addressing 
these concerns. 

The second issue is the inclu
sion of a groce1y component. You 
have stated that that issue is not 
one you will be dealing with; 
however, in the MEPA repo1t, 
July 2007, EIR #13929) 30-24 
the applicant stated: 

"Furthe1more, this project 
does not include a groce1y com
ponent, and it will be written as 

when you drive by North 
Leverett Baptist Church and 
see the cross, remember it is a 
symbol of life, an icon of hope 
to those who will receive the 
message of the cross by faith. 

Fmthermore, it is the heart 
of the people of North Leverett 
Baptist to extend this hope 
using very tangible means, 

have signed the letter as drafted 
by the Safe & Green Campaign 
include: Pumey, Westminster, 
and Dummerston, VT; 
Richmond, NH; and New Salem, 
Wendell, Wa1wick, Montague, 
Leverett, Colrain, and Buckland, 
MA. Also, the Marlboro, VT, 
selectboard approved the same 
letter but added an addendum. 
The Wmchester, NH, selectboard 
approved the spirit of the Safe & 
Green letter but prefe1Ted to send 
their own letter expressing simi
lar concerns. The letter is cmTent
ly tmder consideration by the 
Keene, NH, city cmmcil. And the 
Gill, MA, selectboai·d approved 
the letter with a few minor 
changes. Two town selectboards 

such in the lease agreement 
between the Proponent and the 
futlrre tenant... Also, as men
tioned in the MEPA meeting ... if 
a grocery component is intro
duced, trip generation for this 
project will need to be modified 
and the traffic impacts associated 
with the change will need to be 
discussed and reviewed through 
MEPA." 

If there is now a groce1y com
ponent included in the project, 
has there been a more recent 
review as stated in the MEPA 
repo1t? If not, when will that hap
pen? I would hope that repo1t 
would take into accom1t a tme 
and accurate stl1dy of the real 
traffic traveling over Tmners 
Falls Road, in both directions. 

In addition, the Montague 
business most impacted would, of 
com-se, be Food City; however 

such as reaching out into our 
commm1ity with ministries like 
our fre.e health care clinic and 
food pantiy, but also to share 
the glorious message of God's 
love for the world demonsti·at
ed through the cross of Christ! 

- Pastor Douglas MacLeod 

North Leverett --■""' 
Baptist Church ~ 

have declined to sign the letter, in 
Newfane, VT, and Chesterfield, 
NH. 

Copies of the letter ai·e being 
sent to the boai·d of health in each 
town, the Windham County 
Regional Commission (VT), the 
Franklin Regional Cmmcil of 
Gove1nments (MA), the 
Southwest Regional Planning 
Commission (NH), and elected 
local, state, and federal officials 
representing Ve1mont, 
Massachusetts, and New 
Hampshire towns within 20 miles 
ofVe1mont Yankee. 

Randy Kehler is a 
coordinator of t~e Safe 11■■ 
and Green campazgn. 11!1 

While the boai·d may not be 
required by legislation to review 
impacts on neighbo1ing commu
nities, I respectfully request that 
you fully consider the impact. 

Thank you for your attention 
to the concerns of your neighbors. 

(In this letter, Montague 
selectboard chair Pat Allen spec
ified she was spealdng as an indi
vidual, based on 12 years esperi
ence as a member of the 
Montague selectboard and past 
Montague planning board mem
ber.) 

Thanks from the Franklin 
Area Survival Center 

To all of our 2010 Donors, 
Well, 2010 has come to a close 

and it was an extremely busy year.We 
served thousands of people last year 
and if it wasn't for people like you we 
would not have been able to achieve 
this. We operate with a staff of dedi
cated volunteers who work tirelessly 
to see that any and all donations we 
receive are given out to the families 
who come here on a daily basis. 

Our mission is to meet the needs 
of the hungry here in Franklin 
County, along with the many people 
like you who belive in what we do, 
and that is to simply open our hearts 
to those in need and provide them 
with as much help as we possibly can. 

Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

- The volunteers and the Board 
of Directors 

of the Franklin Area Survival Center 
Turners Falls 

~ #te ee-e11,.,. ~ #te '9 ,.,e, 
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Call for a FREE Estimate 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SHECTBOARD 
Usher Mill Boiler Building 

May Come Down 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SMAll TOWN MEOING 
Leverett Takes First Step toward 

Last Mile Internet Access 
BY KATIE NOLAN -
Usher Mill re-use commit
tee member Linda Downs
Bembmy repo1ted to the 
Erving selectboard on 
Februa1y 10th that Bob 
Leet of Whetstone 
Engineering has inspected 
the boiler building at the 
Usher Mill and would 
soon submit a report on its 
stmchrral stability. 

Selectboard member 
James Hackett said, refer
ring to the entire mill 
complex, "We want to see 
mbble coming out of there 
before annual town meet
ing." 

In discussing the poten
tial to save and restore the 
1918, 1000-square-foot 
boiler room building 
among the rest of the 
arson damaged mill com
plex on Arch Street in 
Erving Center, Hackett 
said while it might be 
morally and historically 
responsible to save that 
building, it might not be 
economically responsible. 

Selectboard member 
Eugene Klepadlo 
remarked he didn't think it 
would be feasible for the 
boiler building to be 
saved. But he added, 
"Honestly, I would like to 
see the boiler building 
stay. I would like to see a 
micro brewe1y in there." 

Downs-Bembury said 
the committee plans to 
meet March 7th with the 
conservation commission 
to detennine "how close 
to the river we can go" 
with any redevelopment 
of the Usher Mill proper-

ty. 
The seven acre Usher 

Mill is still owned by 
Patriots Environmental, a 
salvage firm out of 
Worcester, which has 
already removed salvage
ab le material from the 
property, and has since 
defied orders from the 
county building inspector 
to clean up and secure the 
abandoned mill. The boil
er building, a free standing 
brick structure, retains 
perhaps more stmctural 
integrity than any of the 
buildings on the site. 
Patriots has not paid any 
taxes on the property since 
they closed on it in 2007; 
the prope1ty is currently in 
tax title. 

"The town can take 
action in slllllffier," to 
begin claiming the proper
ty, according to town 
administrative coordinator 
Tom Sharp. 

Erving town meeting 
last year approved spend
ing $500,000 from stabi
lization to clean up to 
secure the prope1ty, with 
the intent of placing a lien 
on the deed for the same 
amount if the town caffies 
out the work while the site 
remains in private hands. 

The selectboard voted 
to extend the ''third party" 
revenue sharing agree
ment with Erseco until 
March 31st. Erseco oper
ates the town-owned 
Erving Center water treat
ment plant that treats 
wastes from Eiving Paper 
Mill, Eiving Center resi
dents, and fee-paying 

"third party" septage 
haulers. The agreement, 
which expired in 
December, was previously 
extended until Februa1y 
28th, to allow continued 
negotiations between 
Erseco and the town. 

Rebecca Hubbard, 
chair of the recently 
formed Friends of the 
Library, told the select
board the group intends to 
support the libra1y 
through volunteerism, 
financial support beyond 
town appropriations, and 
promoting the se1vices 
and programs the libra1y 
offers. The Friends of the 
Libra1y is now in the 
"ve1y involved process of 
applying for tax exempt 
and non-profit stah1s," she 
said. 

The Friends held the 
first of a series of monthly 
craft sessions in Febma1y, 
creating hea1t-themed and 
President's Day decora
tions for the libra1y. 
Hubbard said that as pa1t 
of the President's Day 
obse1vance, Kim Grego1y 
will appear at the libraiy 
in coshlme as a friend of 
young George 
Washington on Febma1y 
23rd. 

The Friends of the 
Libra1y are soliciting 
donations of used books 
they can sell at the town
wide tag sale. Hubbard 
said additional informa
tion about the Friends is 
available at the libra1y 
website. 

see ERVING pg 13 

BY TANYA CUSHMAN 
Moderator Ga1y Gmber 
called a quomm at two 
minutes past seven, saying 
it was the first time he 
could remember getting a 
quomm so early for a spe
cial town meeting. 
Perhaps the waffant aiticle 
to speed the creation of a 
mtmicipal cooperative to 
provide home hook-up for 
high speed internet se1vice 
had something to do with 
the crowd. 

Article One would 
allow the selectboard to 
create "a mtmicipal light
ing plant for all purposes 
allowable under the laws 
of the Commonwealth, 
including without limita
tion the operation of the 
telecommunications sys
tem," was called "dear to 
us all" by the moderator. 
The article required pas
sage by a two-thirds 
majority in a ballot vote; 
and it must be passed 
again at the subsequent 
town meeting. 

Representatives of 
Wired West, the new 
municipal cooperative 
working with underse1ved 
commtmities in Western 
and Central 
Massachusetts, and Rob 
Brooks, a member of the 
ad hoc committee working 
to provide internet access 
for Leverett, were on 
hand to answer questions. 
The first question, sho1t 
but to the point, was 
yelled out, "When?" 

Being out of order, the 
question was ignored. 

After some silence and 

the comment there must 
be some questions, a 
lawyer asked about the 
potential liability to the 
town. Brooks stated the 
goal in joining with Wired 
West, or going a different 
route, to provide "last 
mile" internet access is to 
have zero liability to the 
town budget or the town's 
credit rating. 

Once the state, through 
the Massachusetts 
Broadband Initiative, 
installs the middle mile 
cable to town centers and 
landmark instihltions in 
towns like Leverett, esti
mates for building out the 
last mile of connectivity to 
private homes range from 
$50,000 to $100,000. 

Peter d'Effico said the 
vote on Tuesday was only 
a first step, and was not 
about the nuts and bolts 
but about creating the 
instihltional stn1ch1re to 
provide universal high 
speed internet access. 
Voters then stood in line 
to cast paper ballots, and 
when the votes were 
cotmted the decision was 
unanimous in favor of 
passage. 

Article Two sought 
$40,000 from town 
rese1ves to pay for an 
owner's project manager 
and architech1ral designs 
to repair or replace all or 
part of the elementary 
school's slate roof, and to 
replace the rest of the old 
windows installed at the 
school in the 1950s, and to 
remediate any asbestos or 
PCBs in the caulking at 

the school and also per
haps to install solar panels 
on the south roof. 

The town will evenh1-
ally have to approve all 
the money for the job, 
which has a preliminary 
price tag of from $500,000 
to $600,000 in order to 
become eligible for up to 
51 % reimbursement from 
the state School Building 
Authority's Green Repair 
program. 

In order to get in line 
for the MSBA grant, the 
town needs to first hire a 
project manager and an 
architect, which was the 
purpose of Tuesday's 
vote. However, it was 
noted that none of the 
architects or project man
agers on the state's list of 
allowed contractors are 
from the local area, so 
whomever the town hires 
will be from Eastern 
Massachusetts. So much 
for stimulating the local 
economy. 

The grant requires fast 
action; there will probably 
be a second special town 
meeting called in March. 

When asked, the 
finance committee said 
they had not considered 
this aiticle. 

A resident who over
sees buildings at UMass 
said because of the econo
my it is a very good time 
to go out to bid with build
ing projects. 

The article 
unanimously. 
meeting ended 
p.m. 

passed 
Town 

at 7:59 
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NOTES FROM THE MAHAR REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Teachers Get 1.5% Raise over Two Years 

NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Math Tutoring Added at Leverett Elementary, 
Subtracted from School Choice Funds BY KATIE NOLAN -

William Curtis, Mahar 
Massachusetts Teacher's 
Association president, told 
the regional school com
mittee that MT A members 
voted 64 to 4 to approve the 
faculty and staff contract 
proposal for the next two 
years. The proposed con
tract includes no cost of liv
ing raise for FY'l2 and a 
1.5% raise for FY'l3. 

Although original lan
guage in the proposed con
tract reduced the region's 
share in retiree health 
insurance costs from 85% 
to 80% in FY' 12, and to 
75%inFY'l3, the commit
tee amended these provi
sions. Under the amend
ment, cmTent retirees will 
see no change in the per
centage of health care 
costs, but those who retire 
after July 1st, 2011 will pay 
the percentage paid by 
active employees as of the 
year they retire. 

The committee voted to 
accept the contract and 
voted separately to accept 
the retiree percentage 
amendment. 

At its Febma1y 9th 
meeting, the Mahar region
al school committee voted 
to approve a three-year 
contact for Michael 
BaldassaiTe as the consoli
dated central office super
intendent for the Mahar, 
Petersham elementaiy, and 
Orange elementary school 
districts staiting July 1st, 
2011. 

Dana Kennan of 
Petersham reported the 
Petersham school commit
tee had approved the three
year superintendent con
tract earlier in the evening. 

The Orange school com
mittee approved the super
intendent's contract on 
Monday, Febmary 15th. 

New Salem and 
Wendell remain in the 
Union #28 superintendency 
union for Swift River 
Elementa1y School, and in 
the Mahar district for 
grades 7-12. 

New Salem member 
Michael Yohan reported 
that Kenneth Rocke of 
Massachusetts Association 
of Regional Schools 
(MARS) and Patricia 
Maitin, ctlffent superinten
dent at Petersham Center 
School, presented an 
ove1view of the Mahar K-
12 central office consolida
tion to the Wendell and 
New Salem school com
mittees at their Febma1y 
3rd meeting. 

Rocke told the New 
Salem and Wendell com
mittees that the three dis
tricts will share central 
office personnel: a superin
tendent, an assistant super
intendent for elementaiy 
education, and a pait-time 
assistant superintendent for 
teaching, learning, and 
accountability. 

Rocke said, "1bis cen
tral office consolidation is 
seen by DESE [Depaitment 
of Elementa1y and 
Secondaiy Education] as a 
stepping stone to fuller 
(hybrid) regionalization." 
His presentation also indi
cated that cost sharing 
would be based on enroll
ment, number of schools 
and good-faith estimates of 
time and duties. 

Rocke explained to the 
Wendell and New Salem 
committees that key provi-

sions in the draft amended 
regional agreement ai·e: 

"Mahar K-12 regional 
district school committee 
members will be elected at 
large, with a residency 
requirement. 

"New Salem and 
Wendell will each have 
two seats on the committee 
of twelve. 

"Only Orange and 
Petersham school district 
members will vote on mat
ters affecting Mahai· ele
mentaiy schools (Orange 
and Petersham). 

'Towns will have the 
option to direct additional 
funding to their town ele
mentaiy school(s). 

GZA Geo-
Environmental, Inc. engi
neers Derek Schipper and 
Greg Htmt told Mahar 
Regional School commit
tee members that permit
ting, engineering, and con
stmction for removal of the 
school's Gulf Brook dam 
will cost approximately 
$330,000, and can be com
pleted by the cunent proj
ect deadline of Januaiy 
2012. 

The dam was inspected 
and evaluated as required 
by the state Office of Dam 
Safety, and received a rat
ing of "significant hazai·d" 
to downstream properties. 

The school committee 
had voted previously to 
remove the dam rather than 
repair it, because repair and 
continued monitoring and 
maintenance of the dam 
would be more expensive. 
GZA will oversee engi
neering design, removal of 
the existing spillway, and 
restoration of the Gulf 

see MAHAR pg 12 

BY DAVID DETMOLD more on math hrtoring 
On Monday, Febmary comes a year after the 
7th, the Leverett school committee agreed to drop 
committee decided to a Spanish language 
spend $1610 from the immersion program, sav
school choice revolving ing about $18,000 a year. 
fund to pay for an eight Asked whether the two 
week after school math decisions together could 
hrtoring program. Last be interpreted as a move 
month, elementa1y school by the school committee 
principal Ann Ross told toward "teaching to the 
the committee Leverett test," to accommodate the 
Elementa1y School (LES) state's emphasis on Math 
MCAS math scores had and English MCAS 
shown 58% of sh1dents scores as a means of 
testing at or above profi- measuring sh1dent 
ciency in math for their achievement, Hajir said 
grade level. She said 25 the committee intends to 
children could benefit take up a discussion of 
from the after school "teaching the whole 
math hrtor, if they all took child," at their next meet
advantage of it. Eighty ing. 
percent of the LES sh1- This year, the Leverett 
dents who were offered Elementa1y School took 
the opporhmity to take in about $135,000 in 
after school math hrtoring school choice sending 
did so last year, Ross hlition. That number will 
said. decline next year, as the 

School committee number of school choice 
member Kip Fonsh said sh1dents declines from 27 
he favored, "any possibil- to 24 out of a total school 
ity to help kids out, even population of 160. 
if it's MCAS, which I am Several school choice sh1-
not partial to. If they dents will graduate from 
improve, the school's sixth grade this year; 
numbers improve. It's an there were no open seats 
investment in the kids and for school choice sh1dents 
the school." in the kinderga1ten, and 

School committee there will be no room for 
chair Farshid Hajir said, school choice sh1dents in 
"We need kids to be pre- kindergarten next year. 
pared for middle school. The school committee 
We do have some data to maintains a policy of not 
show the targeted inter- allowing school choice 
vention worked last students to enroll in 
year." He also said, classes with at least 15 
"Where there is a sys- students, K - 3, or 18 sh1-
temic need, it's better not dents in grades 4 - 6, 
to allocate from school Hajir said. 
choice" funds. Leverett maintains a 

The move to spend revolving fund with 

about $60,000 from 
school choice ftmds that 
accumulated in past years 
in excess of the school's 
annual operating budget 
needs, but Hajir said that 
account has only been 
drawn down, not added 
to, in recent years, as the 
percent of school choice 
students at LES declines. 
The school committee 
plans to use about 
$15,000 from that fund to 
help bring the FY' 12 
operating budget into bal
ance. 

Last year, when he 
was chair of the Leverett 
school committee, Kip 
Fonsh initiated a discus
sion of whether Leverett 
would do well to elimi
nate school choice entire
ly, comparing the use of 
school choice funds to a 
dmg addiction, and call
ing the policy harmful to 
the sending districts in 
neighboring towns. 

Last Monday, Fonsh 
backed Hajir in suggest
ing a line item for MCAS 
hltoring be placed in the 
regular school budget, 
saying, "It's a need. The 
regular program is not 
getting sh1dents to the 
point of proficiency." 

LES has adopted a 
new basic math curricu
lum this year, called 
Eve1yday Math, to help 
deal with lagging test 
scores. Committee mem
ber Pam Stone cautioned 
it was too soon to meas
ure the impact of the new 
curriculum. 

Ross said the addition 
see LEVERETT pg 13 
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The Destruction of the 
N orthfielcl Chateau 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
NORTHFIELD - Last month, 
we ran out of space for the 
No1thfield Chateau sto1y. We 
continue, this week, with a few 
tidbits and the ultimate fate of 
one of New England's most ele
gant buildings. 

Francis Schell insisted upon 
the five sto1y chateau standing as 
high as possible so that nothing 
could obstmct his view. He had a 
neighboring hill leveled for that 
reason, and the ea1th brought to 
the site by way of a nan-ow 
gauge railroad track laid from the 
building site to the hill. 

No1thfield Hotel housed the 
Italians. A team of horses fell 
into a deep ditch being filled on 
the site of the future Chateau. 
Getting them out presented a 
problem, so the horses were "dis
patched," buried where they lay, 
and the Chateau built over them. 

was most like
ly built by 
Italian masons. 

Since both 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Schell consid
ered them
selves above 
the working 
classes, it is 
doubtful that 
Schell 
laid 
the 
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Fo1ty-two Italian laborers 
filled dump carts by hand. A 
locomotive hauled the string of 
dump caits over the track, to the 
building site. Tempora1y bar
racks in a field in back of the 

Italians have long been 
prominent on the constmction 
scene in the U.S. They worked 
building the power canal in 
Tw11ers Falls, and dug deep sew
ers by hand in Montague Center. 
Italians also built the transconti
nental railroad until Chinese 
laborers were impo1ted for exca
vating tunnels through the rocky 
mountains. Since Italians are 
proficient at masomy dating 
back to the Romans, the brick 
Chateau, with mo1tared stone 
foundation and walls of brick, 

who wrought 
the work of ait 
the Chateau 
became. After 
the Chateau August Brown admires a c":1mic replica, made by Turners ~ls artist Jack Nelson, of the 
was completed, Northfield Chateau, tn the lobby of the Greenfield Savings Bank last month. 

Mr. Schell decided he wanted to who had such stones. When ordered the man off his prope1ty. 
use some flagstones for land- Schell saw a horse ai1d wagon Later, he sent word to the faimer, 
scaping. He summoned a faimer tum into his driveway, he see CHATEAU pg 12 

Con You Guess LUl1en tl1is Pile of 
SnOLU LUill finally nlelt? 

The Carnegie Library has started a contest to see when the Snow Mound on the corner of Ave A and 7th will melt. 
TURNERS FALLS - You can tell the winter has overstayed its welcome when folks begin making a 
contest out of when it will finally go away. Ma1y Ann Packai·cl, who staffs the desk at the Cainegie 
Libraiy most weekdays, said the idea ai·ose this week to have patrons try and outguess one another on 
the depa1ture date of Old Man Winter. And what better measuring stick to judge the day he finally 
leaves town than the huge pile of snow heaped up across the street from the libra1y by the Mackin snow 
plows cleai'ing (and clearing, and cleai'ing) the Food City pai·king lot? 

Move over, Lake Pleasant, the Snow off the Avenue contest is here! 
Children's librai·ian Linda Hickman said the response to the contest has been enthusiastic so far, and 

not just from children. "Eve1ybody loves a raffle!" she said. Ajar on the front desk is filling up with 
slips and dates. Winner gets a $20 gift certificate at the 2nd Street Bakery. Can't wait for sp1'ing! 

KENNEY from pg 1 
loyalty to the disti'ict. He's willing 
to do whatever is necessaiy and 
whatever is required. And that's a 
pretty rai·e quality." 

Since 2007, the Depa1tment of 
Elementary and Secondaiy 
Education has classified GMRSD 
as a ''Level 4," underpe1fo1ming 
disti'ict. Later the same year, a 
three-member team of independ
ent evaluators examined the dis
h'ict 's leadership capacity and 
governance practices, assessing 
the sti·engths of the supe1'inten
dent, the school committee, key 
central office staff, and building
level leaders. 

When asked if this classifica
tion had ai1y connection to recent 
shifts in administi·ative fraine
work in the district, Ladd 
responded, "The big connection, 
at least for me, is that Jeff had 
indicated that he was getting 
ready to retire. I plaimed to have 
one p1'incipal for middle school 
and high school, as we needed a 
more seamless approach to edu
cation." 

It was Ladd's decision, with 
consultation, with the 
Depaitment of Elementaiy and 
Secondaiy Education, that he 
would implement that change a 
yeai· early, rather than waiting 
until Ke1111ey retired. The depait
ment provided the district with a 

grant to allow Kenney to work on 
specific projects. 

A native of Bernardston, 
Kenney graduated from 
Sp1'ingfield College with a bache
lor's degree in physical education 
ai1d health. He continued his stud
ies at the UMass Amherst, where 
he obtained a masters in educa
tion. 

When he became ai1 adminis
ti·ator, Kenney said he realized the 
benefit of having had expe11ence 
in the classroom. "I think the 
thing you draw from moving 
from teaching to administi·ation is 
you know what teachers are 
going through in the classroom. 
It's a tough job," he said of teach
ing. "It seems to get tougher by 
the year." 

Kem1ey added that his rela
tionship with staff ai1d faculty 
cleai·ly shifted when he transi
tioned from fellow teacher to 
administi·ator. 

"What I always thought about 
is that we ai·e colleagues with dif
ferent responsibilities," he said. "I 
fow1d that in making that transi
tion, I had to be veiy awai·e about 
what my job was. It is necessa1y 
to fulfill the responsibility of 
administi·ator and still maintain 
the respect ofyom colleagues." 

When asked to comment on 
Kem1ey's conti'ibution to the dis-

see KENNEY pg 10 
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LADD from pg 1 

(DESE). Those personnel cuts are 
will be detennined following the 
turnaround plan's guidance on 
the district's core priorities, but 
Ladd made it clear he will have to 
juggle a number of variables as 
he makes that decision. 

"We need to be focused on 
student achievement as part of 
this plan," he said. In order to 
support MCAS scores, Ladd said 
"half a dozen critical positions" 
in English Language Alts and 
Math coaching now being paid 
by federal stimulus funding will 
have to be absorbed into the reg
ular budget in the coming year. 

And Ladd pointed out the dis
trict is having real success in 
gaining back yom1g families at 
the pre-K and K level, with 100 
youngsters expected in the 
kinderga1ten class this fall. "That 
harkens back to kindergaitens of 
old," said Ladd. "But we'll need 
fom kinderga1ten teachers. We 
ce1tainly don't want to send the 
message that we'll have kinder
ga1ten class sizes of 33 or 34," 
next year. 

"The key for us is going to be 
in keeping those fainilies," said 
Ladd in a follow-up inte1view. 
"We can attract them, but we 
have to be able to meet their 
needs." 

He noted a smvey on school 
choice showed the teacher cuts 
dming the budget crisis of 2003-
04 caused some local families to 
feel, "scared to death about class 
size, and many of them 'choiced 
their kids out' at that time." 

Less than a year ago, on 
March 16th, 2010, Ladd outlined 
a sweeping vision of change to 
tm11 arom1d the school district 
that among other things called 
for establishing the GMRSD as a 
com1tywide leader in early child
hood education. Asked how that 

squared with his decision to 
eliminate the director of eai'ly 
childhood education in next 
yeai·'s budget, Ladd said, "The 
emphasis on eai·ly childhood is 
absolutely critical for tl1e long 
term success of this district. 
Early childhood has to be more 
than just one person. We have a 
ve1y strong core preschool to 
kindergarten and first grade staff 
that has taken the 'Tools of the 
Mind' cmriculum and embraced 
and implemented it, and we're 
sta1ting to see really good results. 
We have kindergaitners who are 
writing, I mean really writing. 
That's tremendous. That empha
sis is going to continue." 

But the vision may have 
dimmed somewhat since last 
March. 

"We tried, but we really 
couldn't make the director posi
tion fiscally viable in a district of 
this size," adinitted Ladd. "I had 
big di·eams of becoming a lab 
site, with a vocational compo
nent for the high school, and 
Chris Jutres tried really hai·d to 
make tl1at work. We had a ve1y 
sho1t window of oppo1tmlity, but 
the economy is working against 
us. We couldn't make it work," 
he said. "We just cai1 't continue 
that position." 

Ladd told the comnlittee 
Tuesday, "I don't know of any 
otl1er district in the ai·ea with as 
many challenges as we have, hy
ing to do it with as limited 
resomces. One out of dist11ct 
placement [special education stu
dent] will bust the budget tllis 
yeai·." 

Ladd said he is expecting 
more from all staff as he seeks to 
tmn ai·ound the dish'ict, while 
adhe11ng to the committee's 
budget compact with member 
towns to hold to level funding in 
FY'l2. 

"There have been no sala1y 
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increases outside union staff [i.e. 
for adimnistrators] for three 
yeai-s, ai1d I'm asking increased 
responsibility from these folks." 

But pressed on whether teach
ers are also being asked to step 
up, now that they have gained 
their conh-actual demand for a 
1.75% raise over three yeai·s, 
Ladd would only say, "The mes
sage I've received from the asso
ciation ai1d the rank and file 
teachers is, 'We have been com-
1mtted, and we remain commit
ted'." 

Ladd noted the graduation 
rate at the high school is "not 
increasing," and appears to be 
stuck at about 68%, even though 
the di·opout rate is decliiling from 
its double digit highs in 2006 ai1d 
2007. 

"We have students who ai·e 
not progressing through the sys
tem in five years," said Ladd. 
"That's m1conscionable. We have 
got to create alternative paths to 
graduation." 

In March of last year, Ladd 
1mnced no words on this point. 
He said then, "We need to have 
high expectations for all stu
dents. Too often, I've heard, 
'These students can't achieve 
to the same level because they 
come from poverty, they come 
from broken homes.' That is 
crap. We have a moral and eth
ical responsibility to all stu
dents in om district to provide 
excellence in education." 

It is obvious this part of 
Ladd's vision statement from 
last year remains fully in effect. 

"When we can put together 
a really focused improvement 
plan, we'll have people on 
board. I won't say there won't 
be some jockeying for position 
and turf, but I do think at the 
end of the day we will unite to 
tum this district around 
for the students." 

Gill-Montague school committee members Michael Langknecht, Jen Waldron, Kristen Bqyle, Jqyce Phillips, Jane Oakes, 
and Jeff Singleton, are among those who will be working to implement the district's turnaround plan in months to come. 
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A Perfect Day for Mud Puppies 

Earth Moving in the Empty Power Canal - 2006 

BY JANEL NOCKELBY - A 
letter to the selectboard from 
First Light Power states that 
the power canal in Turners 
Falls will probably be drained 
for annual maintenance 
between September 12th and 
17th this year. "So if you've 
never seen a mud puppy, 
September 13th would be a 
good day," said selectboard 
member Mark Fairbrother at 
Monday's meeting. 

By September, there will be 
two years of detritus built up in 
the canal, since the caiial was 
not drawn down at all last year. 
You may also see shopping 
carts, bicycles, mattresses, and 
old tires. Selectboard chairper
son Pat Allen reported First 
Light is holding open the possi
bility of cancelling the draw 
down, but wanted to notify 
interested pa1ties of their activ
ities. Keep an eye out for possi
ble canal critter viewing activi
ties plam1ed through Northfield 
Mountain. 

In other news, in light of the 
Greenfield planning board 
hearing this evening, F ebrua1y 
17th, at 7 p.m. at the Greenfield 
High School, on a proposed 
135,000-square-foot combined 
grocery and discount retail 

super store on the French King 
Highway, Allen repo1ted back 
to the selectboard that 7 out of 
26 businesses associated with 
the Montague Business 
Association responded to an 
informal poll last week on the 
topic of a big box store in 
Greenfield. All seven opposed 
having a big box store sited on 
the French King Highway as 
proposed, but Allen noted, "A 
lot of the comments reflected 
concerns about competition, 
and that's not something the 
planning board has ai1y control 
over." Traffic was also men
tioned by the respondents, and 
additionally Allen wrote a 
detailed letter to the Greenfield 
planning board outlining her 
concerns, as a resident of 
Montague, about lack of stud
ies on the potential traffic 
impact between Greenfield and 
Montague, especially along 
Turners Falls Road in 
Greenfield and over the White 
Bridge to Turners Falls. 

The selectboard signed doc
umentation approving a Public 
Health District Initiative grant 
to study the possibility of 
Montague joining a regional 
health district. Town ad1mnis-

see MONTAGUE pg 12 
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managing better economically 
than many Arab and western 
countries. We had an odd 
advenhll'e that I think under
scores the pivotal nature of this 
period for Turkey, and the 
United States. 

After attending a wonderful 
concert of the Turkish classical 
musical form called Macams, 
we wandered into the nearby 
Hilton hotel, ostensibly to see 
some famous ceramics made 
expressly for the Hilton when 
it opened in the 50s. We didn't 
find them, but on the way to 
the facilities, my husband 
Chris happily found a 10 lira 
bill (later determined to be his 
own) and an announcement of 
a famous Indian Sufi dancer 
appearing at the Hilton in three 
days' time. 

We already had a plan to hit 
a photography opening, with 
food and drink, earlier on the 
same night, so we added the 
Sufi dancer to our evening. I 
will skip an account of the pho
tography and get to the Sufi 
dancer at the Hilton. 

When we arrived at the 
Hilton we were surprised to 
find a huge meeting room full 
of Indian and Turkish men and 
some women all seated at 
round dinner tables. On three 
sides of the hall there were 
long tables laden with chafing 
dishes and other a1nys of food. 
So the Sufi dancer was enter
taining a group of- we 
guessed- businessmen. 

There was a stage, and on 
either side of it a group of 

Indian musicians. The first 
announcement made was that 
the Sufi dancer had strained 
her back severely during 
rehearsals and, therefore, 
would not be dancing. Lacking 
the dancer, but still curious, we 
stayed for dinner to see what 
the meeting was about. After a 
too brief interlude of music, 
none other than the minister of 
commerce for India was intro
duced, a young man of between 
35 and 40 years old, son of 
India's minister of raih'oads, 
who said he had first accompa
nied his father to Turkey as a 
young teenager. 

During his talk he described 
the "bond" between his country 
and Turkey as one made of (I 
am paraphrasing) ... a long, rich 
culrural tradition, a trading his
tory that dates back to the Silk 
Road, and a mystical connec
tion through shared beliefs 
such as the Sufism. He went on 
to say that countries such as 
India and Turkey were now in a 
better position than ever to 
trade with each other. 

"The West," he said, "is 
over." 

At that point we deemed it 
was time to leave. 

As many governments were 
responding to the protesters in 
Tahrir Square, Turkey's prime 
minister, Recip Erdogan, also 
added his voice in support, 
advising Mubarak to listen to 
his people, and reminding the 
Egyptian president he would 
not live forever, but needed to 
do the right thing here to enjoy 
paradise later. 

I have been wondering how 
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Break In, Assault, Tresspassing 
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to balance the Indian com
merce minister's final judg
ment about the West's 
prospects. One thing came up 
today. Apparently, the Turkish 
government has jailed three 
highly placed generals in the 
military, including one ranked 
as its next commander. In 
Turkey, as in Egypt, the army 
is the go-to instihrtion in time 
of trouble, protecting the 
reforms brought in by the 
Reformer, Kemal Ataturk, at 
Turkish independence in 1923. 

The concern expressed by 
Turks hearing this report is 
twofold: that the government is 
jailing people without bringing 
charges or holding them inno
cent until proven guilty. The 
story is that the three were 
accused by "terrorists" of plot
ting to ove1throw the present 
Turkish government. A third 
and fourth concern for citizens 
here is that their government 
may be lying to them and that 
they are not conducting legal 
business in a democratic fash
ion by upholding habeas cor
pus and accountability to the 
citizenry. 

Yesterday the government 
shut down the one remaining 
anti-government press and 
anested its journalists, who are 
also not officially charged. 
This past year has seen other 
journalists fired for expressing 
views the government did not 
like. It may be that Turkey is 
trying to get ahead of the curve 
in more areas than just busi
ness. 

Referred 
to an 
officer. 
S : 3 I 
P. m. 

II 
harassing phone call at 
Equi's Candy Store on 
Avenue A. Services ren
dered. 

6:40 p.m. Burglary, break
ing and entering on 
Randall Road. Services 
rendered. 

Thursday, 2/10 
~ of 
----at 
Scotty's Convenience Store, 
for assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon and 
disorderly conduct. 

Domestic disturbance on K 
Street. Investigated. 
Saturday, 2/12 

I 1:38 p.m. General distur
bance at Between the 
Uprights at Second Street. 
Services rendered. 
Tuesday, 2/15 

Wednesday, 2/9 
2:56 p.m. Burglary, break
ing and entering on Second 
Street. Investigated. 
8:10 Arrest of 

license, unlawfol posses
sion of anummition, pos
session of a class B drug, 
and disorderly conduct. 

7:13 p.m. Loud noise dis
turbance on Third Street. 
Verbal warning. 
7:51 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on L Street. Verbal 
warning. 
Friday, 2/II 
8:47 a.m. Suspicious auto 
at Our Lady of Peace 
Rectory on Seventh Street. 

1:42 a.m. Suspicious other 
on Turners Falls Road. I 0:27 a.m. Domestic dis-
Referred to other agency. turbance on Dell Street. 
7:02 a.m. Burglary, break- Peace restored. 
ing and entering at Millers 2:40 p.m. Report of hit 
Pub on East Main Street. and run accident. Services 
Report taken. rendered. 
Sunday, 2/13 ~t of 
4:31 p.m. Trespassing on ___ ,ona 
East Mineral Road. default warrant. 
Citation issued. 9:20 p.m. Loud noise dis-
Monday, 2/14 turbance on East Main 
I 0:02 a.m. Annoying, Street. Services rendered. 
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loyalty to the district, teachers' 
union president Karl Dziura, a 
TFHS English teacher who 
worked with Kenney during his 
time as principal stated that as a 
matter of policy, he does not 
make public comments on the 
perfo1mance of GMRSD employ
ees. 

As an educator, Kenney con
siders some his proudest accom
plishments his work in the fo1ma
tion of Great Falls Middle 
School. "It took a lot of people 
and a lot of effo1t and I'm proud 
to have been a part of that," he 
said. "Also the building project, 
as difficult as it was, to be able to 
say you were a part of that was a 
highlight.,, 

TFHS srudent council presi
dent Daniel Skarzynski said, "Mr. 
Kenney had a positive impact on 
the school community of Twners 
Falls High School. He was 
always wa1m and inviting, and 
his retirement will be a loss." 

GMRSD school committee 
chair Emily Monosson agreed 
that Kenney's relationship with 
srudents has been a strong point. 

"It seems like Jeff really 
helped to create a positive atmos
phere within the school for sh1-
dents. I think srudents felt com
fortable going to Jeff if they had 
issues - and that's a really good 
thing." 

In addition to his positions as 
science teacher and principal, 
Kenney has been known for his 
enthusiastic participation in extra
curricular· activities. Whether it 
was playing the guitar at the 
school talent show, appearing as 
Santa at fundraising breakfasts, 
singing in school conceits, coach
ing middle school football, or 
appearing in a cameo in the 
school play, Kenney has always 
"let kids know you're a human 
being and that education can be 
ftm." 

"At this point, I've got only a 
few weeks left, and I'm begin
ning to think I'm nmning out of 
time," said Kenney of retirement. 
"When you put your whole life 
into something, it's sc.ary, leav
ing," Kenney said. "But I feel 
comfo1table knowing that the 
people who are here ar·e fine peo
ple and ten-ific educators." 

As Kenney looks to retire
ment, he plans to travel and spend 
time with his wife, who is also 
retired. He has two daughters in 
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Virginia and three grandchildren 
and one great-grandson. He plans 
to visit them for a few weeks, and 
also travel to San Antonio to visit 
his brother. 

"My wife and I plan to buy a 
camper and do a little traveling," 
he said. ''The Grand Canyon, as 
an amateur geologist, is some
thing I always wanted to see." 

But Kenney does not expect to 
be out of education for a long 
time. 'Tm too yotmg to not be 
involved," he said. He said it is 
ce1tainly in his vision to continue 
to be involved in education. 

He said he wouldn't be 
opposed to doing inte1-im work. '1 
honestly would look se110usly if 
there was a middle school science 
teacher oppo1tunity; getting back 
in the classroom sotmds like ftm 
to me," he said. 

He added he and his wife 
would also look for oppo1tunities 
to volunteer. 

"One thing I know is that I'm 
not going to be sitting arotmd," he 
said. "I can't imagine not work
ing or doing something. 
Everyone needs a pwpose, and 
mine's been pretty defined until 
now. I'll be looking for a new 
purpose. It will be an advenhll'e." 

Since 2007, the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education has classified GMRSD 
as a "Level 4," tmderperforrning 
district. Later the same year·, a 
three-member team of independ
ent evaluators examined the dis
ti-ict's leadership capacity and 
governance practices, assessing 
the strengths of the supe1inten
dent, the school committee, key 
central office staff, and building
level leaders. 

When asked if this classifica
tion had any connection to recent 
shifts in administi·ative frame
work in the disti·ict, Ladd 
responded: "The big connection, 
at least for me, is that Jeff had 
indicated that he was getting 
ready to retire. I planned to have 
one p1incipal for middle school 
and high school, as we needed a 
more seamless approach to edu
cation." 

It was Ladd's decision, with 
consultation, with the 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, that he 
would implement that change a 
year· ear·ly, rather than waiting 
tmtil Kenney retired. The depa1t
ment provided the disti-ict with a 
grant to allow Kenney to 
work on specific projects. II 
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growth of the levy limit under
Proposition 2½. Gill has about
$149,361 in free cash at the
moment, and about $111,000 in
the town’s regular stabilization
account, an amount select-
board member Randy Crochier
called “a pittance.” 

On the expense side of the
town’s ledger, Purington said
two new students from Gill
will be attending the Franklin
County Tech School, leading to
a proposed increase in the Tech
School assessment of $23,057.
Meanwhile, an upward shift in
the percentage of Gill students
attending Gill-Montague
schools from 14.8% to 15.% of
the total student population
means the town of Gill may
expect a proportional increase
in its FY’12 assessment this
year.

On the other hand,
Purington said the town will
pay about $20,000 less this
year for building inspection
service from the Franklin
County Cooperative Inspection

Service, due in part to the lack
of building or renovation of
private homes in the last year,
and also due to the completion
of major building projects at
Northfield Mount Hermon.

Purington said he will have
rough draft of town departmen-
tal spending in two weeks, but
cautioned all figures will be
preliminary, as another tough
budget cycle gets underway.

In other news, the town test-
ed a reverse 911 emergency
phone system last week,
prompted by fire chief Gene
Beaubien. 

The test, which reached 222
phone numbers in Gill (and
found no answer or busy sig-
nals at 90 other numbers) was
coordinated with the emer-
gency preparedness planner for
the Vermont Yankee nuclear
power plant in Vernon, VT. 

The test calls, which relied
on a data base of phone num-
bers provided by Entergy
Vermont Yankee, left the mes-
sage on answering machines,
“This is a test of the town of
Gill’s phone notification sys-

tem; no action is required.”
If you did not receive such a

message last week, and would
like to be added to the phone
notification system, call the
Gill fire department at 863-
8955 or the town administra-
tive assistant at 863-9347. 

“We know there are more
than 312 telephone numbers in
Gill,” said Purington, who
noted there is no free data base
available with all town phone
numbers, including cell phone
numbers.

After some discussion and a
few revisions, the selectboard
signed a letter to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and
other state and local agencies
and officials concerned with
the Vermont Yankee nuclear
power plant calling for the safe
closure of the nuclear plant on
schedule by March of 2012,
and the preferential hiring of
current employees for the
expected lengthy decommis-
sioning process.

The board opted to change
parts of the letter, prepared by
the grassroots Safe and Green

campaign, referring to a guar-
anteed “generous severance
package of pay and benefits”
for workers who chose not to
accept continued employment
during decommissioning. That
section was omitted in the Gill
board’s final draft, and a sec-
tion calling for notification of
local officials in the event
radioactive components from
the dismantled reactor are car-
ried over town roads or rails
was strengthened, calling for
such notification to be mandat-
ed.

The board also signed a let-
ter to the town’s cemetery
commission in support of pro-
viding a ‘Green burial’ option
in town.

The planning board is work-
ing to present a change to town
zoning to town meeting that
would allow ‘by right’
approval of green energy
research or manufacturing in
town, in order to help the town
qualify for Green Community
designation, and the state grant
funding that would follow.

Crochier asked whether the

board would be as quick to
sign a letter from a group sup-
porting the continued operation
of the nuclear plant, and won-
dered whether the matter
would more properly be put to
a vote of town meeting. But
Ward recalled the town meet-
ing in Gill had voted unani-
mously in 2008 to support the
safe decommissioning of the
nuclear plant in Vernon when
its 40-year operating license
expires in March of 2012.

The board appointed Scott
Minckler as a part time police
officer. The board agreed to
send a thank you letter for “a
remarkably generous dona-
tion” by Doug Smith, of
Doug’s Auto Body, of $2500 in
labor for the retrofitting of the
town’s new brush truck.
Rebuilt from an army surplus
five quarter ton pickup, with a
new flatbed installed on its
chassis to accept the skidder
unit for the brush truck’s tank,
Crochier said the fire engine
red truck now “looks gor-
geous,” thanks to Smith.
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BY DAVID DETMOLD
GREENFIELD - “We should
be embarrassed and angry,” at
the 68.4% graduation rate of
the 2010 cohort of Turners
Falls High School students,
said Gill-Montague superinten-
dent Carl Ladd on Saturday.
“I’m not seeing the recognition
that. we need to do things dif-
ferently.”

Ladd spoke two days after
the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
(DESE) released graduation
and dropout rates for all
schools and school districts in
the Commonwealth last week.
He made his remarks during a
pause in the Franklin County
School Committee Caucus’s
school finance seminar at the
Greenfield Middle School,
where he addressed about three
dozen school committee mem-
bers from around the county.

Ladd gave a short talk on
“the Gill Montague
Challenge,” and focused his
remarks on the recent compact
for fiscal stability hammered
out with the finance commit-
tees and selectboards from the

member towns of Gill and
Montague. That agreement, in
which the school district
agreed to hold their operating
budget to level funding for the
second year in a row in FY’12,
won unanimous backing from
the Montague town meeting in
December of last year, follow-
ing earlier approval from the
town meeting in Gill. 

Subsequently, the Gill
Montague Regional School
District (GMRSD) reached a
labor agreement with teachers
and staff, granting 1.75%
salary increases over the three
years of the contract, which
begins with FY’11.

The sustainability of the
budget compact in light of the
new labor contract was called
into question by Pioneer school
committee member Jed
Proujansky. 

Proujansky said in his dis-
trict, “level services equals five
percent budget hikes each
year,” due largely to contractu-
al wage hikes and benefit
increases.

The Gill-Montague compact
calls for holding GMRSD

budgets to no more than a 2.5%
budget increase for the next
three years. Singleton said in
recent years, a level services
budget in Gill-Montague has
hovered in the 3% - 4% range,
due to “fixed” personnel costs.

Proujanksy said the contra-
dictory factors of providing for
fixed personnel costs within a
budget constrained by
Proposition 2½ would lead to
double digit staff layoffs by the
end of the five year compact,
all other things being equal.

Montague school committee
member Jeff Singleton, who
voted in the minority against
the new GMRSD labor con-
tract in January, warning it had
the potential to “blow the com-
pact out of the water in year
three,” told Proujansky, “You
have to put the brakes on wage
and benefit increases.”

Proujansky asked if the
Gill-Montague labor union had
been involved in the discus-
sions leading up to the
approval of the fiscal compact.

“No,” said Singleton, who
added, “You’ve got an identi-
fied problem. If you have 5%

budget increases, 3% increases
in state aid, and no more than
3% increases in town contribu-
tions, you’ve got to go to bene-
fits.”

Proujansky asked, “How do
you resolve that issue?”

Gill finance committee chair
Tupper Brown, who questioned
the accuracy or relevance of
Proujansky’s 5% personnel
inflation figure to Gill-
Montague, also said, “Maybe
you’re talking about a
statewide campaign to get
more money into education.”

Singleton said, “School dis-
tricts cannot survive with 5%
increases in budget.”

However Ladd told the cau-
cus on Saturday that the Gill-
Montague budget compact can
be managed with the new labor
compact in place.

With a budget deal now in
hand with member towns, and
a three year contract with
teachers and staff recently rati-
fied, Ladd was asked what the
district needs to do now to pull
the regional school district out
of the Level IV “needs
improvement” category and

increase the stubbornly low
graduation rate (68%) for stu-
dents at the Turners Falls High
School.

Gill-Montague remains one
of only four districts statewide
in the DESE’s Level IV catego-
ry, along with Holyoke,
Randolph, and Southbridge.

“One of the things the
DESE talked about very clear-
ly in the report was the lack of
support from certain partners,”
said Ladd, who immediately
segued to talking about the
“school committee dysfunc-
tion,” highlighted by the
DESE’s recent district review
team. 

Ladd noted “pockets of
improvement,” in MCAS
scores, particularly at Sheffield
(now Montague Elementary). 

Sheffield has done an
incredible job,” said Ladd. But
Gill Elementary is “slipping,”
Ladd said, in terms of MCAS
scores, and the “middle school
is drifting.”

And Ladd called the dropout
rates at the high school “frus-
trating.”

“The trajectory on average
yearly progress is way too
slow,” said Ladd.

Gill-Montague a Focus at School Committee Caucus
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MAHAR from pg 7 
Brook stream channel and its 
adjacent wetland. 

Superintendent Michael Bald
assaiTe recommended the com
mittee bon-ow money to pay for 
the dam project under a low-cost 
loan program from the 
Department of Conse1vation and 
Recreation, rather than absorbing 
the entire $330,000 cost in one 
fiscal yeai·. Because the loan fund 
is not in place yet, an additional 
extension for completing the 
project would be required. 

The committee voted unani
mously to ask Baldassaffe to 
apply for an additional year 
extension, and for a loan once 
fonds are available. 

Yohan reported he and 
Wendell member Dick Baldwin 
ate lunch at the Mahar cafeteria 
and were "impressed" by the food 
quality and choices, which 
included two entrees, a salad bar 
and a fuiit bar. He praised cafete
ria manager Jacki Dillenback for 
being ''ve1y conscientious" and 
seeking ways to reduce sodium 
and sugai· in the menu items. 

In her monthly cafeteria 
update, Dillenbach noted haz
ardous winter weather throughout 
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the United States may prompt CHATEAU from pg 8 
shipping delays and issues with asking why he had not come 
availability and quality of toma- when summoned. The farmer 
toes, lemons, oranges, lettuce, sent a message back, "Since 
and more. She concluded, you ordered me off your prop
"Anyone interested in building erty, you can go to the devil for 
greenhouses here? Just a your stones." 
thought." One person Schell did not 

BaldassaiTe presented copies shun was his coachman. 
of the filings by attorneys repre- Because Schell was very super
senting Constellation New stitious, he would never sit 
Energy and Northeast Energy. down at a table of 13 people. 
Paul Gervais of Orange said the Despite the Schells' disdain for 
filings made a strong case against the working class, he would 
Mahar's position to challenge the send someone to summon the 
significant electricity rate coachman to avert the peril of 
increase when Mahai·'s contract 13 people at dinner. The car
was automatically renewed in riage house was about an 
December 2008. BaldassaiTe said eighth of a mile away. If the 
Mahar was not properly notified coachman were tending the 
in writing in advance of the rate horses, he would have to make 
increase. Questioned about the himself presentable to the gath
reasonableness of pursuing the ering of the upper crust, thus 
suit, Baldassan-e told the commit- making the elegant dinner 
tee, "Our attorneys think it's party wait until he came to the 
worth the fight." table. 

The school committee voted The Schells' guests evident-
unanimously to accept the low ly ate well. To accommodate 
bid of $647,740 for school trans- stout ladies, the Chateau had an 
portation from Swift River Bus electric elevator to spare the 
Company of Orange. Other bid- overweight from climbing 
ders were F. M. Kuzmeskus of stairs. The elevator once stalled 
Gill and McCa11hy & Son II midway between floors and the 
ofBrookfield. ■ staff had to toboggan a large 

'"' ------------------------ lady down to the floor below 
Small Grants tor Connecticut River Improvements on an ironing board. Another 

Non-profits, municipalities, and joint project of the Franklin Regional pleasingly plump lady, or per
schools within the watershed of the Council of Governments, Pioneer haps the same one, got stuck in 
Connecticut River region are invited Valley Planning Commission, Capitol a bathtub. The staff covered her 
to submit project proposals that will Region Council of Governments, and with a sheet to guard her mod
result in improved river water quality, the Connecticut River Estuary esty and dignity. Workmen shut 
ecosystem health, public awareness Regional Planning Agency. off the water, disconnected the 
or recreational access to the Proposals are due Friday, March plumbing, and moved the tub 
Connecticut River. This effort is a 18th, 2011. A full announcement away from the wall so they 
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Shelburne Falls 
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and application form can be down- could get on both sides of the 
loaded at www.frcog.org. For more tub to hoist her out. The 
info, contact: Kimberly Noake Italians could have built her a 
MacPhee,at413-774-1194x103. tub to accommodate her 

MONTAGUE from pg 9 
trator Frank Abbondanzio noted 
that while a regional health dis
trict might "not bring lots of sav
ings to the town's budget," a 
regional district could possibly 
assist the town in meeting the 
challenges of health-related man
dates. The grant ftmded study 
will run from March through 
September this year, adminis
tered by the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments. 

More adjustments are under
way to the town's inclement 
weather policy, and a version of 
the policy will be up for approval 
at the next selectboai·d meeting, 
to define which town employees 

will work on snow days. 
The board of health has pro

posed a no smoking policy for the 
playground in Peskeompskut 
Paik Public hearings will be 
scheduled on the issue. 

There is now a Montague nat
ural hazai·ds mitigation commit
tee, as the selectboard has 
approved membership in it for 
Abbondanzio, Tom Bergeron, 
Ray Zukowski, Michael Brown, 
Ga1y Dion, Ray Godin, John 
Greene, Walter Ramsey, a repre
sentative from Northeast 
Utilities, and a representative 
from the health department. 

The selectboard approved 
continuing to work with the 

dimensions, if only Schell had 
known. 

Mrs. Schell was not to be 
outdone by her husband in 
snobbery. To maintain her per
ceived station in life, Mrs. 
Schell employed a full-time 
dressmaker to tum out a stream 
of new clothes. And though she 
worked full time making Mrs. 
Schell 's clothes, she never met 
her once in eight years of 
employ. The dressmaker 
worked with a dress form made 
to Mrs. Schell's measurements. 

Another employee lived and 
worked in the Chateau for 25 
years before she ever saw the 
lady of the castle. 

After her husband died, 
Mrs. Schell signed the 
Chateau, and 125 acres, over to 
the Northfield Hotel, owned by 
No1thfield Mount He1mon. The 
price was $34,000. Mrs. Schell 
moved into the hotel, insisting 
on a room facing away from 
the Chateau she had come to 
abhor. She is quoted as saying, 
"I never liked it, and I shall 
never like it." 

At the hotel, as at the 
Chateau, Mrs. Schell was 
reclusive and took her meals in 
her room, or ate with just one 
other female companion, 
according to former hotel man
ager Edwin Finch. When 
employees cleaned her room, 
they were instructed not to 
touch any of her toiletries or 
personal items. 

The Northfield Hotel used 
the Chateau to accommodate 
an overflow of guests. And in 
1934, Monroe and Isabelle 
Smith founded the American 
Youth Hostel, after seeing 

Franklin Cotmty Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority as pa1t of the town's 
Community Development Block 
Grant applic.ations for 2012. 

Pat Allen described the 
FCHRA as having done "a great 
job" over the past 30 yeai·s in 
contributing to the success of 
grants associated with housing 
improvements in Montague. 
Abbondanzio noted at the federal 
level regional housing authority 
fonding has been cut 7 .5 percent, 
''which is not good," but future 
ftmding for Franklin Cotmty 
housing will depend on how the 
state allocates those cuts. The 
results of the 2011 CDBG appli-
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youth hostels when visiting 
Europe. They used cots set up 
in the Chateau basement to 
house the first of their youthful 
travelers. 

The Smiths later moved the 
Youth Hostel to a house and 
barn on Northfield's Main 
Street. 

Within a year, the Smiths 
had 30 privately owned youth 
hostels up and running. Both 
Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt were honora1y presi
dents of American Youth 
Hostel. 

The trustees of Northfield 
Mount Herman, tired of main
taining the Chateau, hired engi
neers to evaluate the building. 
The engineers found the build
ing more than structurally 
sound, needing little more than 
cosmetic work from a minor 
roof leak caused by tom flash
ing. The chapel ceiling also 
needed replastering. The 
trustees decided to demolish 
the Chateau. 

In 1963, R.W. Payne of 
Keene, NH was contracted to 
destroy the building. Payne, 
too, found the Chateau ve1y 
sound and in no way ready to 
fall down. Legend has it that 
their wrecking ball broke when 
Payne's crew was attempting to 
bash the Chateau down. Payne 
brought in a big bulldozer to 
aid in the demolition. 

A grassy knoll stands as a 
monument to a spoiled million
aire's whim and the grave to a 
pair of fine horses not deemed 
worthy of the bother of extract
ing them from the ditch 
they fell into. I.I 
cation, including Phase I of the 
Unity Park improvement plan, 
will be announced this stunmer. 

The town of Montague has 
been tumed down for two of the 
last three cycles of CDBG ftmd
ing, depriving the town of one of 
the few outside sources of ftmd
ing available to small towns in 
lean economic times. The Obama 
administration is now seeking 
cuts to overall CDBG funding. 

Abbondanzio also commented 
on the budget of another regional 
agency, reporting that the 
Franklin Regional Cotmcil of 
Govemments fiscal yeai· 2012 
budget will be level ftmd- Ill 
ed. 11!1 
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. WJw is most 
likely to commit suicide? 

The following figures are 
from the National Center for 
Health Statistics for the year 
2007. The rates are per 100,000 
members of the population. 

White men are at the highest 
risk of suicide, especially those 
over the age of85; they had a rate 
of 49.8 suicide deaths per 
100,000 persons. Women and 
teens report more suicide 
attempts. Suicide is the eleventh 
most common cause of death in 
the United States. 

Depression is a condition usu
ally associated with suicide in 
older adults. There are a lot of 
problems to face as you get older. 
There are losses of all kinds that 

ERVING from pg 6 

Sharp told Hubbard he under
stood she had put "heart and 
soul" into establishing the 
Friends, and thanked her on 
behalf of the town. 

Emergency management 
director Luke Hartnett told 
selectboai·d members that Eiving 
had received an emergency man
agement perfonnance inatching 
grant of up to $2,500 he pro
posed using for a reverse 911 
system. 

A reverse 911 system would 
allow emergency management, 
fire, and police departments to 
contact residents by telephone or 
email in the event of emergen
cies. 

Haitnett said residents who 
wished to could opt out of the 
system. He told the board the 
one-year matching grant would 
require the town to pay for half 
of the cost of the system in the 
first year, and then to be respon
sible for annual costs of the pro
gram after that. 

Town treasurer Margaret 
Sullivan reviewed the effect of 
changing the percentage paid by 
the town for employee and 
retiree health and dental insm·
ance. She noted that lowe1mg the 
town's contribution by 1 % would 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: trained to treat depression in 
older people ai·e called "ge1'iat11c 
psychiati'ists." 

help. These medications can 
improve your mood, sleep, 
appetite, and concenti-ation. Seniors and Suicide Pt.1 

Suppo1t groups can provide 
new coping skills or social sup
port if you are dealing with a 
major life change. A doctor might 
suggest that you go to a local sen
ior center, volunteer se1vice, or 
nuti'ition program. Several kinds 
of talk therapies work well. 

Electroconvulsive therapy 
(ECT) is an option. It may be rec
ommended when medicines can't 
be tolerated or when a quick 
response is needed. 

can get you down. And feeling 
blue for a while is a normal pait 
of living at any age. 

But, unrelenting depression is 
not normal. If you feel this way, 
you should seek medical atten
tion. Most people get better if 
they treat their depression. 

If you or someone close to you 
is having suicidal thoughts, you 
can call this toll-free number, 
available 24 hours a day, every 
day: 1-800-273-TALK (8255). 
You will reach the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, a 
service available to anyone. All 
calls are confidential. 

Causes of depression. include 
the natural consequences of being 
older: a health crisis or death, the 
loss of physical or mental capaci
ties, or being a stressed-out cai·e
giver. 

Seniors usually rebotmd from 
a period of sadness. However, if 
you are suffering from "clinical 
depression" and don't get help, 
your symptoms might last 
months, or even yeai·s. 

result in $10,000 in savings for 
the town. She suggested the sav
ings could be put aside towai·d 
benefits for future retirees. 

Hackett said, "Even if we 
dropped 2%, it's still the best 
package around." The board 
decided to table the discussion 
until the next selectboard meet
ing. 

In response to several break
ins at the library and thefts of 
petty cash, police chief 
Christopher Blair recommended 
installing three or four secm'ity 
cameras cove1mg the building 
exits. The selectboai·d agreed to 
spend $400 to purchase the cam
eras. 

Info1med of a $150,000 esti
mate from Tighe and Bond for 
repairing a inanmade fire pond 
on High Street, the selectboai·d 
decided to ask for comments 
from fire chief Bud Meatty 
before taking fuither action. 

The boai·d accepted the annual 
report for the closed Maple 
Avenue landfill, required by the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection after a landfill is 
closed. Apropos of the landfill, 
Klepadlo commented, "Why not 
put a solar fa1m there? If you did 
that, you could power 
town buildings." II 

The following ai·e common 
signs of depression. If you have 
several of these, and they last for 
more than two weeks, get treat
ment: anxiety, fatigue, loss of 
interest or pleasure, sleep prob
lems, eat.ing too much or too lit
tle, abnormal crying, aches that 
can't be treated successfully, 
diminished concentration or 
memo1y, in'itability, thoughts of 
death or suicide, and feelings of 
despair, guilt and being wo1th
less. 

Depression is a se110us illness. 
It can lead to suicide. Don't waste 
time; find help. 

Sta1t with your family doctor. 
The doctor should check to see if 
your depression could be caused 
by a health problem (such as 
hypothyroidism or vitamin B 12 
deficiency) or a medicine you are 
taking. 

After a complete exam, your 
doctor may suggest you talk to a 
social worker, mental health 
counselor, psychologist, or psy
chiatrist. Doctors specially 

LEVERETT from pg 7 
of two newly adopted Ukrainian 
children at the elementary school 
in grades 2 and 3 have prompted 
LES to hire Jennifer Martin as an 
English Language Leamer 
teacher, at a cost to the district of 
$8,300. Martin, who does not 
speak Ukranian, is neve1theless 
"ve1y qualified" to work with the 
youngsters, who seem to be tran
sitioning well, said Ross. Ma1tin 
has worked with Moldovan stu
dents in Greenfield in the past. 

Ross said she should be able to 
inake up the cost of Martin's 
salaiy from within her FY' 11 
budget. 

Superintendent Joan Wickman 
brought the committee up to date 
on the hiimg of a new business 
inanager for the dist11ct. At the 
end of Febmary, Mike Kociela, 
who has worked as the account-

Antidepressant drugs can 

AGE SUICIDES 

5-14 184 

15-24 4,140 

25-34 5,278 

35-44 6,722 

45-54 7,778 

55-64 5,069 

65-74 2,444 

75-84 2,119 

85+ 858 

Unknown 6 

Total 34,598 

ant for the city of Greenfield, will 
take over the post fo1merly held 
by Chai·lie Paulin, who retired 
recently. 

On Februa1y 8th, the Leverett 
selectboai·d took issue with the 
fact that Union 28 hii·ed Kociela 
at the same rate of pay Paulin 
retired at, plus 2½%. But 
Wickman defended that choice 
by saying the committee had con
ducted three rounds of inter
views, and other qualified candi
dates had declined to take the 
position once they learned how 
many night meetings they would 
be asked to attend in addition to 
their daily work. 

The issue of Paulin's retire
ment benefits continues to take 
time on the agenda of numerous 
selectboai·ds in the U-28 member 
towns, and it took time on the 
school committee agenda last 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Vandalism, Missing Dogs, Assistance to Gill 

Tuesday, 2/8 Thutsday, 2/10 
Friday,2/II 

(More about suicide in our 
nex.t column.) If you have a ques
tion, please write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com 

POPULATION RATE 

40,128,842 0.5 

42,407,421 9.7 

40,401,199 13.0 

43,082,460 15.6 

43,871,845 17.7 

32,725,938 15.5 

19,369,726 12.6 

13,057,435 16.3 

5,515,250 15.6 

280,560,116 11.5 
Monday as well. Since Eiving, 
with a slightly higher percentage 
of students enrolled than any 
other member town in U-28, is 
considered by law the 'lead 
town,' it sets the rate of benefits 
for U-28 employees and retirees. 
Paulin is the first person to retire 
from U-28 since Eiving became 
the lead town, and as such he has 
been entitled to receive a much 
higher percent of his health bene
fits than Leverett, Shutesbmy, 
Wendell or New Salem pay to 
their own retirees. The select
boai·ds and accountants of the 
member towns met earlier this 
month in Shutesbwy, and agreed 
to back special legislation to 
allow U-28 retirees' benefits to be 
paid at a rate commensurate with 
the rate paid by each 
member town. II 

Baystate 
Franklin 
Medical 
Cent.er. 

cruelty fotmd. 
Sunday, 2/13 

6:00 p.m. Call of possible 8:00 a.m. Report of two 

vandalism at Hansen Court. missing labs from a River 
Report taken, under investi- Road residence. Checked 
gation. area, tmable to locate. 
Wednesday, 2/9 7:12 p.m. Report of a dis-

2:00 a.m. Call of cat 011 

porch with tags and collar 
from Reyold Street. Gone 011 

arrival 

6:02 p.m. Assist.ed Gill 
police with motor vehicle 
crash with injury on Route 2. 
II: I4 p.m. Suspicious males 
on River Road. Checked 
same, are heading to a 
friend's house. 

9:25 p.m. Report of sewer traught male subject at the 
back up at French King French King Bridge. Located 
Highway, Fire Department same at Gill Mobil, subject 
to handle. transport.ed by stat.e police to 

8:39 a.m. Report of possible 
animal cruelty on Maple 
Avenue. Checked same, 
owner spoken to. No animal 

Mcmday, 2/14 
Welfare check requested at a 
Lillian's Way residence. 
Checked same, is fine. 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. RIVERSIDE • :: 

.ADIATOR ~ 
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GO GREER rnm11Y 
Episode 45: Rendezvous at the Killigrew 

Jayden Ba1tlett, of all people, late! replied Ruby, following 
and a dark-haired girl with an Jane to a small table overlook

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
When Jane first spotted her 
inside the pub, Ruby Tinker was 
listening closely to an animated 
debate taking place around a 
long table between several 
young people. One of them Jane 
recognized as Ruby's brother, 
Alex. Sitting next to him was 

Australian accent who was ing the Sawmill River. 
arguing: "Looks like an important dis-

"I think we should do an cussion," Jane observed, nod
action that will get the attention ding towards Alex and his 
of the media. We need to act friends. 
now, while the tritium leak is in "They're arguing over what 
the news."' she asse1ted. kind of protest they should do 

"Hi, Ms. Robbins-Levine," to tty to shut down the Ve1mont 
Ruby said, noticing Jane. Yardley nuclear power plant." 

"Can I buy you some hot "Who's 'they?"' asked Jane. 
chocolate, Ruby?" offered Jane. "The Greenwashing 

"Yeah- I'd love hot choco- Guerillas," Ruby replied. 

"Maggie - she's Jayden's 
cousin - thinks they should go 
up to Montpelier to picket the 
government offices there, but 
almost eve1yone else wants to 
do an action at Synturgy head
quarters." 

Jane changed the subject to 
what she really wanted to know. 
"Tell me what you've done so 
far to organize the Green 
Pioneers." 

"Well, all these people start
ed emailing me and calling me 
since they heard 'Feets too Big' 
on YouTube. Alex called up 
Jayden's dad and he put up a 
web site for people who want to 
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know more about the song and 
to tell them about Green 
Pioneers. So now we're getting 
kids to join up. Jayden and Alex 
are helping me and other kids 
write letters to our teachers and 
school principals. Plus they say 
we should talk to the school 
committee about teaching us 
what we want to learn. The first 
thing we want to do is a solar or 
a wind project. But we don't 
know where to find people to 
teach us yet." 

"That's something I can help 
with," promised Jane. 

Continued next issue ... 

JIONl'AGUE ENERGY 
CORNER 

the roof to stay frozen instead of 
turning into a stream that flows 
into our house or over the eaves 
to add to the ice dam. 

Farmers Market and Health 
Fair in Bernardston 

0~ i 
KAREN WILK .. SON IUUSTRATION 

Avoiding Ice 
Dains 

showed where the water had 
destroyed my brand new insula
tion and where the damaged 
insulation was allowing the heat 
out and the cold in to my home. 

Since then, with the help of 
some wa1mer daytime tempera
tures, I have watched the ice 
dam and icicles on my house 
shrink and begin to melt away. 
Unforttmately for many of my 
neighbors, their dams and ici
cles ai·e still there. Many of my 
neighbors have shoveled snow 
off the roof - the source of 
water behind the dam---or have 
engineered channels through 
the ice dams to let water nm by. 

BY STEVE DAMON - The first 
annual Dennis Roth Memorial 
Farmers Market and Health Fair 
will nm from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. on 
Sarurday, F ebrua1y 19th at the 
United Church of Bernardston. 

Rev. Dr. Dennis J. Roth was the 
church's pastor in the'80s, before 
se1ving in churches in Princeton, 
Brattleboro, and Tmners Falls. 
Before his career as a minister, he 
taught at No1thfield School for 
Girls and (after the merger) 
No1thfield Motmt Hermon School. 
Roth died on July 25th, 2010, two 
weeks after his last service at the 
1st Congregational Church of 
Tmners Falls. 

The fa1mers market will con
sists of over a dozen local farmers 

selling meat, mohair products, veg
etables, apples, honey, and other 
produce. The health fair will con
sists of yoga, Zumba!, a nutrition 
class, a Red Cross-nm blood drive, 
Reiki, emotional health class, and 
hearing tests by Dr. Barb Mon-is of 
the church. Once the farmers mai·
ket is cleai·ed, organizers Steve and 
Joyana Damon will call a good 
old-fashioned folk dance to get the 
heart pumping again. 

There will be live music in 
the sanctt1ary, by various groups, 
including Eventide and Light 
Amber Trumpet Duet. Free 
admission. All donations to the 
health fair will go to the oncolo
gy unit of the Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital. 

BY CHRIS MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER - It 
seems eve1yone I talk to has 
experienced water leaking into 
windows, walls, and ceilings 
due to an ice dam this winter. I 
too had an ice dam that chan
neled water into the soffits of 
our house, down two walls, and 
out three windows - on the sec
ond and first floors! That is, at 
least some of the water came 
out the windows. Much of the 
rest of it is still sitting in the 
wall, soaking and degrading 
some brand new insulation and 
setting us up for potential mold 
problems to come. 

What bad timing! This would 
not have happened if the insula
tion crew had finished work a 
week earlier. The last pait of the 
house scheduled to be air-sealed 
and insulated was the roof 
where the ice dam subsequently 
formed. The crew left on a 
Friday with only that half of the 
roof left to insulate and air-seal 
and came back on Tuesday (they 
took Monday off because of one 
of those knock-out storms) to 
find water seeping in through 
windows and down through 
newly insulated walls. The ice 
dam had fo1med over the week
end because the under-insulated 
and un-air-sealed roof allowed 
heat onto the roof, melting the 
snow above and fo1ming ice 
dams along the eaves, where the 
water froze. 

But, as warmer weather 
comes about, all of the ice dams 
will disappeai·, and the problems 
they cause may seem to disap
pear as well. More likely 
though, many of the homes 
affected by ice dams will now 
be prone to mold problems and 
more liable to experience ice 
dams in the furore because exist
ing insulation has been degrad
ed and has settled in ceiling and 
wall cavities. Of course, degrad
ed insulation means homes also 
won't stay warm as easily. 

Fox Fun for Families 
If it hadn't been for an ener

gy perfo1mance contractor who 
was adding energy saving 
measures to my home, I may 
not have noticed the wet walls, 
as the dampness didn't show up 
clearly on the inside - the drip
ping windows drew most of my 
attention! The conti·actor who 
had just put in the insulation 
was still working on our house, 
and looked at the insulation in 
the walls where the ice dam 
occmTed, using an infrared (IR) 
camera. 

There, where a few days 
before the inside walls had 
glowed with new warmth (seen 
as a nice yellow-orange color 
through the IR camera), ran 
sti·eaks and blobs of cold blue 
and purple. These cold blotches 

Over the next few days, the 
crew finished their work on the 
roof while water kept dripping 
inside windows and walls. The 
night they finished, the temper
ature dropped well below freez
ing and turned the water sitting 
behind the dam back into ice. 
The dripping stopped and hasn't 
again reappeared. The newly 
air-sealed and insulated roof is 
allowing the snow and ice on 

So what to do about ice dams 
after they are gone? 

• Repair damaged insulation, 
ceilings, and walls. 

• Make the roof insulation air 
tight ( often by sealing off air 
leaks in the ceiling of the attic, 
around where the rafters and 
wall meet, and in the ceiling 
below the attic), so no wa1m, 
moist air can flow from the 
house up to the roof. 

• After sealing air seepage 
paths from the house to the roof, 
consider increasing the ceiling 
or roof insulation to cut down on 
heat loss by conduction. 

see ICE pg 16 

What makes a fox a fox? Find 
out at Northfield Mountain on 
Saturday, February 26, from 
1 :00 to 4:00 p.m. as 
we look at motmts, 
skulls and books 
indoors and follow 
tracks outdoors to 
obse1ve behavior of 
the fox. Families 
will learn through 
activities and the 
use of tracking 
journals, and will 
come up with their 
own important 
questions about 
these "ghosts of the 
woods." Via books, 
field research and group wis
dom, we will do our best to find 
answers - or maybe discover 
even more fascinating questions. 

Please bring water; wear wind 
pants or gaiters if you have them; 
and dress in wa1m layers that can 

be shed as we get 
moving. A light 
snack will be 
shared on the 
trail and the 
group will rettirn 
to the building to 
warm up with 
hot chocolate at 
the end of the 
program. For 
ages 7 and older. 
Pre-registration 
is required. 
Program cost is 
$6 per person 

and $11 with snowshoe rentals. 
Northfield Mounta.in Visitor 

Center is located at 99 Millers 
Falls Road in No1thfield. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Great Rates, Fully Insured! 
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Ill Abodt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

We've Moved! 

Phone: 413-863-5447 

Find us at: 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

Turn your computer troubles punrue 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 
Thomas G. Simons (1942-2009) 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
Hermon, Gill: Northfield Mount 
Hermon Symphony Orchestra, 
Concert Band, and Jazz 
Ensemble will present a benefit 
concert for Senior Citizens in 
Franklin County to benefit Meals 
on Wheels, 3 p.m. 

Renaissance Players present, The 
Jungle Book, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m., Feb 26 
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and Feb 27th at 2 
p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY IN FEBRUARY 
The Arts Block, Greenfield: February 
residency with Alan Evans, the drum
mer of the seminal funk, soul band 
Soulive. Every Thursday night at 9 
p.m. Soul funk syndicate Play on 
Brother. 

E V E R Y 
IN FEBRUARY 

FRIDAY 

Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8 30 
p.m. 

Now Through FEBRUARY 26th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Fine Fishing Artwork by James 
Roszel in the Great Hall. Open Fridays 
& Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Artists 
reception on Saturday, February 5th 1 
to 3 p.m. 

Now Through FEBRUARY 26th 
Gallery A-3, Cinema Building, Amherst 
Gloria Kege/es, Mirages, with Lourdes 
Morales, photos and mixed media. 
Wednesdays through Sundays, 1 to 7 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17th 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls 
Climate change and water resources 
expectations and uncertainties in natu
ral systems. Timothy Randhir, Associate 
Professor of Watershed Management 
and Water Quality at the University of 
Massachusetts, to learn about the rela
tionships between climate change and 
the hydrologic cycle. 7 to 9 p.m. 

Northfield Coffee and Books: A new 
monthly open mic. Featured reader 
Trish Crapo, followed by 5-minute 
open mic readings. Third Thursday of 
every month, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Dave Robinson & 
Tommy Fi/ault, Blues based Roots 
Music, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Shag, 7 30 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18th 
The Brick House, Turners 
Falls: Goth V-Day Open Mic, 
6:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & The Mud, Blood 
& Beer Band. Singing all your 
Johnny Cash favorites and ,.,~.,,.,...:-
many more, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: 
Chicago Afrobeat project, 
with Shokazoba, 2010 
Chicago Music Award 
Winners, Best African Act, 10 
p.m. 

z 

~ . . 
~ Burrito RoJo, Turners Falls: OFC, 
~ 8 p.m. 

~ WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23rd g Rendezvous, Turners Falls How 
5 do you do? Art opening party, 7 
:!ii p.m. Free. 

Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Four
Season, Small-Plot Food Production, 
an introduction to permaculture-influ
enced backyard farming with Daniel 
Botkin, 7-9 p.m. Free. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Reggae 
Night, 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24th 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Debut con
cert of Lovely Red Vega, folk rock quin
tet, including Katie Sachs, Karen 
Werner, Tim Murphy, Liam McFarland, 
and Carolyn Walker, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls Ice Fishing Clinic, Join Jim 
Lagacy, for a free ice fishing clinic. The 
program will start in the Great Hall and 
then move to Barton Cove (1 mile away) 
for hands-on experience. Call 413-863-
3221 for reservations, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Wendell Public Library Narragansett 
Tribal Preservation Officer Doug Harris 
and fimmaker Ted Rimreck Hidden 
Landscapes: New Investigations into 
Ancient Stone Ruins of New England, 
7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blame It On Tina, 
Folk Rock with Jen Spingla, Bob 
Rosser, Klondike Koehler, and of 
course .. Tina Hom, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Becca and 
the Big Wig, 8 p.m. and then Rocky 
Roberts & Friends at 9 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: St 
Mix, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26th 
Montague Grange: Gender role
free Contra, caller David Kaynor, 
music by Cam Am Hotshots. All 
level contra dance, 7 to 10 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Grooveshoes with Left Ear Trio, 9 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 
Harmonic Eclectic rock, 9 to 11 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Hi-Country Lo-Fi, 9:30 p.m. 

St Mix plays at Mocha Maya's in. Shelburne 
Falls on. Friday, February 25h at 8 p.m. 

Sunday, February 27th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Oscars on the Big Screen. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Rhythm 
Inc., 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19th 
Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls Heather 
Maloney, folk rocker, 8 p.m 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House, Old 
Wendell Town Hall: Viva Quetzal! with 
Harp beat and Fatbeard, Show at 8 
p.m. Open mic at 7:30 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Zydeco 
Connection, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rock-it 
Queer, dance party, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love, singing 
all the tunes you loved in the 60's & 
70's just the way you remember them! 
8 to 10 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield Girls, 
Guns, and Glory, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter 
Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, Acoustic Trio -
Warped Americana, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rhodes Art Center, Northfield Mount 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp, 
Country & City Blues Guitar and 
Vocals, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bow 
Thayer & Perfect Trainwreck, 
roots/rock, Free. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Alan 
Evans from Sou/ive, 9 p.m. 

Athol Orange Community TV: VDay 
North Quabbin will present a two night 
benefit screening of VDay's documen
tary Until The Violence Stops. Raise 
funds and awareness to end violence 
against women and girls to Benefit 
NELCWIT, 7 p.m. Additional screening 
on Sunday, February 27th at 2 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24th 
Through SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
26th 
Northfiled Mount Hermon, Rhodes Arts 
Center: Little Women, a musical, 7 30 
p.m. on each night. Additional Saturday 
matinee performance at 2 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 
Through SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27th 
The Shea Theater, Turners Falls New 

Monday, February 28th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada Dino 
hosts Open Mic, 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, A 
Night of Spoken Word, special poetry 
night menu available, bring a friend 
and your appetite, doors open at 6:30 
p.m., 7 to 10 p.m. 

TII IIICI IIIH 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER 

Wtekt),~aftm: 

GREAT FAUS 
CREATIVE MOVEMENT 

Creative Movement for Kids -
Dance with your Toddler 
Mondays, 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 
Creative Movement for Adults 
Fridays, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

More detailed iefo, incl11ding rates at 
movementst11dio.wordpress.com. 

Contact / Regis_tration at 
st11dio.movemen"i(@,gmail.com. 

(413) 863-9576 
241bird St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 
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$ GREENFIElD 
~A.VU~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Friday Feb. 18th to Thurs. Feb. 24th 

1. I AM NUMBER 4 
PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 7:00 9:30 
2. UNKNOWN PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 7:00 9:30 
3. JUSTIN BEIBER: NEVER 
SAY NEVER 3D G 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 7:00 9:30 
4. JUST GO WITH IT PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
5. THE KING'S SPEECH R 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 
5. BLACK SWAN R 

DAILY9:15 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 2/18 9 to l! _p.m. 
Jssh kv~e & the Mttd, 

Blood l:Si. Beer Band 
Saturday, 2/19 9 to 11 p.m. 

Eric .Love, 60's & 70's 
S1wday, 2/20 8 to 10 p.m. 
Steve Crow, Peter Kim & Joe 

Fit~atrick Americana 
Thlll'8cfay, 2/24 8 to 10 p.m. 

Lan-y Kopp, Blues 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

FRI 2/18 9:30 $8 

HIGH COUNTRY 
LOW-Fl 

I classic country done righteous) 
w/ special guest opener: 

Andy Friedman 

SAT 2/19 9:30 $5 

ROCK IT QUEER 
(THE dance party} 

78 TIMD STREET 
TUAN£RSFlll.S 
TtEYDOJIET 41 i-16!-2916 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ lK Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

VIDEO GAMES ETC. 

~ 
Buy. Sell, Trade 

Todd Cousino 
Owner 

Games, Electronfos, aod More! 

229b Main St. 
Greenfield, MA 

01301 
~ 

New & Vintage Video Games 
and Machines. 

l,OOO's of DVD's 
Phone: (413) 772-0044 

E-mail: vgect@ynhoo.com 

PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

!YU~!~ ~Tftrl~-
Auo,os.visuALcoMPONENrs&FuRNrruiE m 

150 Federal St., Greenfield 

t_'i' · 413- 774-2836 
:\:I 800-498-2896 

. ,. • - .""" : 
email. mstore@valm}t.com • www.the-musicstore.com 
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Iraqi Children's Art Exhibit 
EVERETT - Iraqi chil
·en's rut will be on dis-
lay at the Leverett 
rtists and Craftsmen. 
e reception is Sunday, 
arch 6th from 4:00 -

:00 p.m. The exhibit will 
un until March 27th. 
alle1y hours ai·e Friday 

nd Sunday, 2:00 p.m. -
:00p.m. 

Claudia Leflrn, a 
01thampton artist and 

ducator who, for the last 
en years, has been visit-
• ng children first in 

aghdad, ai1d then when 
hat became impossible, 
• the refugee cainps of 
ordan and Syria. She 
·avels with paint, paper, 
nd canvas, and over the 
ears her young friends, 

·efugees from war-tom 
aq, have been express-

• g their feelings, hopes, 

ICE from pg 14 

Most home owner's 
insurance policies will 
pay to repair the water 
damage to insulation, 
ceilings, and walls. But a 
home prone to icicles and 
water dams needs more 
than that - bringing the 
home back to pre-ice dam 

AIR LEAKAGE i BY 
CONVECTION 

STAINED CEili~ 

ai1d dreams through rut. of the work, she says, Is a tunity to listen an 
Claudia has brought sharing of their best wish- respond. There will be 

back large murals and es, and their best work. large blailk canvas upo 
many individual pieces of Communication is cen- which they will be able t 
rut. Some of these will be tral to the show's vision. create their own conver 
included in the exhibit, The voices of Iraqi chil- sation. They will be abl 
together with photo- dren will sound from the to take home the work o 
graphs of the a1tists in walls of the Barnes ai1 Iraqi child, and leave 
their home environment. Galle1y, and local chil- work of their own fo 

Letko speaks of her dren will have the oppor- Claudia to deliver to Iraq. 
sense of wonder at ---------------
these children's 
creative expres
sive capacity. She 
is called to 
empower what 
she feels is their 
basic human right 
to have their voic
es heard. One of 
the things Claudia 
finds remarkable 
is how little there 
is in the children's 
work of death and 
destruction. Most 

conditions won't stop the 
next dam. It didn't stop 
this one. Advice from a 
professional conservation 
consultant or insulation 
contractor is highly 
advised. 

Find a contractor with 
Building Perfonnance 
Institute (BPI) ce1tifica
tion. They are trained and 

Ice dams are caused when a 
portion of the surface of a 
snow-covered roof reaches 32 
degrees Fahrenheit or more 
while a lower portion of the 
same roof remains below freez-
ing. Snow-melt from the 

warmed roof surface 
flows down 

the roof 
until 

Claudia Lejko, "with a mural by Iraqi children. 

experienced in identify
ing ai1d fixing home per
fonnance problems such 
as being uncomfo1tably 
cold or hot, excessive 
energy consumption, and 
indoor air quality issues. 
In Massachusetts, these 
contractors are also well 
versed in securing money 
from utilities to help pay 

it reaches the portion of the 
roof with sub-freezing tempera
tures where it then re-freezes. 

This re-freezing typically 
happens at the edge of the roof 
because the roof extends 
beyond the warm house. As 
more and more snow-melt flows 
to the eaves. ice builds up there 
to form a dam. Additional water 
backs up behind the dam and 
remains liquid because of 
warmth from the roof. This 
water seeps through cracks and 
openings in the roof surface and 
runs down into the ceilings and 
walls of the home. 

for home energy 
improvements such as 
improved air-sealing and 
insulation. 

For instance, the 
MassSAVE program 
offers eight hours of free 
air-sealing and subsidies 
ofup to $2,000 for insula
tion. Utilities also offer a 
0% HEAT Loai1, recom-

diagram for one example. 
In addition. heat travels 

directly to the roof through 
roof. ceiling, and wall materials. 
(much as heat flows through a 
cast iron pan from a hot burner 
to the handle). Insulation can. 
however. slow down the move
ment of this source of heat. 

&WALLS 
(site for growth of mold &mildew) 

The primary source of heat 
warming the upper roof's sur
face in many houses comes from 
warm air leaking through ceil
ings and walls and flowing 
through ceiling and wall cavities 
(even if filled with fiberglass 

Ice dams form most readily 
where warm air can leak into 
the roof cavity and/or insulation 
is missing or is degraded. Un
insulated exhaust fan ducts or 
duct work that ends just above 
the roof can also contribute to 
ice dams. So too can heat from a 
chimney, particularly if warmed 
by a wood stove or fireplace. 
Another typical source of heat 
comes from un-insulated or 
leaky heating duct work in the 
attic space. These defects often 
reveal themselves as areas of no 
or reduced snow on the roof 
above the dam. 

PAINT • I t' ) t th f' DETERIORATION msu a 10n O e roo S sur-
0(!1 sori:u face See the snaking "air-leak-
& SIDING ". 

"'"'ictcLES age arrow in the accompanying 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thws Jan 

Glass 15, Boll/e 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

s 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat. 10-5 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~~~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 
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Plowshares 
Activist to Speak 
LEVERETT On shares (see website: 
Friday, Mai·ch 4th, the www.craftech.com/~dcpl 
Committee for a Leverett edge/brandywine/plow/ 
Peace Commission will Chronology html). 
sponsor a talk by psy- Hammer lives with 
chologist and Plowshares his wife in Vennont, 
peace activist Dean practices as a licensed 
Hammer, speaking on psychologist at a com
"Overcoming the munity mental health 
Pathology of War; center, and teaches doc
Building a Culture of toral students in clinical 
Peace." Hammer partici- psychology at Antioch 
pated in the first (1980) New England 
and sixth (1983) in a University. 
series of over 90 The program begins 
Plowshai·es Actions in at 7 pm., and will con
the U.S., Europe, and sist of a talk and infor
Australia where activists mal conversation with 
hammered on nose cones Dr. Hammer. 
or the hardened silos of Refreshments will be 
nuclear weapons in an 
attempt to manifest the 
biblical injunction to 
beat swords into plow-

mended because the free 
air-sealing and insulation 
covered under 
MassSAVE may not be 
enough to avoid future 
ice dams. 

I know of two homes 
that have recently gone 
through the basic 
MassSAVE program and 
still developed ice datns. 
The MassSAVE incen
tives ce1tainly provide a 
generous sta1t, and we 
took advantage of those 
subsidies for the work on 
our house. But we also 
took advantage of the 0% 
HEAT loan to do more, 
which, in our case, is 
what ended our problems 
with the ice dam. 

Call MassSAVE at 
866-527-7283. If you 
qualify for free weather
ization through the fuel 
assistance program, 
MassSAVE will connect 

served. Admission is 
free, but donations will 
be cheerfully accepted. 

All are welcome. 

you with those resources. 
My insurai1ce compa

ny has already been out to 
inspect the water damage 
in our house and is now 
working on their estimate 
to gut ai1d d1y out por
tions of walls in four 
rooms, replace the insula
tion, and repair the interi
or. I intend to make sure 
these walls ai·e well air
sealed as well. Next win
ter, even if the weather is 
as snowy ai1d icy as this 
one has been, I fully 
expect my home to 
remain ice-dam free. It's 
only too bad the insula
tion project on my house 
sta1ted a little too late to 
avoid this year's mess. 

Chris Mason is the 
chair of the Montague 
energy committee. 

II 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Come For a drink, stay For a meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 




