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BY NICOLE KAPISE 
In response to the devasta

tion left by the December 26th 
Indian Ocean tsunami, stu
dents in the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District have 
worked hard to make their 
own contribution to the relief 
effort. 

A penny drive at Sheffield 
school raised an accumulated 
$ 1000 from classroom and 
staff donations. Laurel Rollins 
proposed the idea to her 
fourth grade class based on 
the success of former 
ftmdraisers, and the school 
community was happy to con
tribute. Third grade teacher 

Sue Hastings even made 
donating into a game, with 
students quizzing her on the 
ammmt of change in her purse 
each day. 

Sue Guy-Greene's fifth 
grade class held a classroom 
read-a-thou one afternoon, 
and was able to contribute 
$320 to the penny drive. 
Students read for fifteen
minute intervals with dedica
tion. 11Eve1y time I rang the 
bell (to start reading)," Guy
Greene said, "you could hear 
a pin drop; they were so 
quiet." One student was so 

see TSUNAMI pg. 11 

Greening of Montague 
Committee Proposed 

BY LAENA SANTOS 
MONTAGUE - Since 
1999, the Kostanski 
Ftmeral Home has made a 
donation towards the 
planting trees in the town 
of Montague, in memory 
of each person who pass
es on and whose family 
utilizes their services. The 
donations, which now 
total over $5,000, were 
made through the 
Massachusetts Releaf 
Program, pa1t of the state 
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Chief Receives 
Approval to Fill Fourth 

Sergeant's Post 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Chief of 
police Ray Zukowksi 
asked the selectboard to 
call for a Civil Se1vice list 
of eligible candidates 
who have passed the 
sergeant's exam, so he 
can bring forward a rec
ommendation to fill the 
department's fourth 
sergeant's post, left 
vacant since acting 
sergeant Jen Harlow left 
to take a job at a police 
department in Newpo1t, 
Vennont. At the Febma1y 
14th meeting, Zukowski 
told the board, "The 
results are in from the 
October, 2004 sergeant's 
exam," taken by Harlow 
and officer Charles 
Dodge. "I'm here to see if 
the board would ask for a 
list to fill that fourth 
sergeant's position." 

If the board agreed, 
Zukowski said, "We 
would be able to have a 
sergeant on each shift. 
Within a year," he told 
them, "we will have four 
officers with less than a 
year's experience," on the 
active duty list. "So we'll 
be a yotmg depa1tment. 
Having a sergeant on 
supe1vising each shift is 

essential." 
Board chair Pat Allen 

asked Zukowksi if he had 
come up with a figure for 
what it would cost the 
department in extra salary 
if a fomth sergeant was 
hired to fill shifts current
ly being supervised by 
"officers in charge." 

Zukowski told the 
board the extra pay for a 
fourth sergeant would 
amotmt to roughly 
$12,000 a year for the 
department. "It would be 
wo1th it; it would result in 
a lot less liability for the 
town," he said. 

Allen said the proposi
tion sotmded reasonable, 
and board member Allen 
Ross concurred. "It 
sounds like a good idea to 
balance experience with 
the younger members of 
the force, on eve1y shift," 
he said. The board voted 
tmanimously to call for a 
list of eligible candidates 
to fill the fourth sergeant's 
post. 

In other selectboard 
news, Auctioner Doug 
Bilodeau of Douglas 
Auctioneers in South 
Deerfield, reported on the 

see CIDEF pg. 7 

Department of 
Conservation and 
Recreation. 

But, during the last 
four years that the ftmds 
were donated, not a tree 
has been planted, said 
Karen Larabee, who 
owns Kostanski Funeral 
Home parlors in Turners 
Falls and Greenfield with 
her brothers Mike and 
Bill Kostanski. Larabee 
voiced her concerns in a 
Feb. 1st letter to the 
selectboard, stating that 
she has contacted families 
notifying them that con
tributions have been 
made in their loved ones' 
names toward the tree 
program, and she wants to 
see the ftmds utilized in 
the manner in which they 
were intended. 

"We get beautifol 
thank you notes from 
people afterwards, just to 
think that this has been 
done for them. Who does
n't love a tree? I have a 
concern because we get 
these beautifol notes and 
the money hasn't been 
used," said Larabee, who 
suggested in her letter 
fonning a committee sim
ilar to that of neighboring 
Greenfield called the 
"Greening of Greenfield 
Committee," which 
works with the town to 
plant trees, including 
through the 
Massachusetts Releaf 
Program. 

School Conunittee Stands Finn 
on $1.562 Million '06 Budget 

"I think fonning a 
committee would be a 
great idea for Montague. I 
have seen how great it 
works in Greenfield and 
rd love to see Montague 
do the same thing. . . . If 
someone could get a com
mittee together, they 
could do the legwork and 
work with the town," 
Larabee said. 

Larabee's sentiments, 
discussed by town admin
istrator Frank 
Abbondanzio in his repo1t 
at the Monday, Febmary 
7th, selectboard meeting, 

see GREEN pg. 13 

BY IVAN USSACH 
ERVING - The Erving 
school committee came 
out of a lengthy budget 
meeting with town offi
cials Monday night with 
no intention of altering 
their FY '06 request for 
Erving Elementary 
School (EES). Their EES 
budget request will now 
go before the voters at 
annual town meeting. 

The finance committee 
had called the meeting to 
attempt to reconcile the 
school committee's 
$1.704 million EES bud-

get request for '06 with 
the finance committee and 
selectboard's recommend
ed budget - a three percent 
increase over this year's 
$1.562 million. The dif
ference is about $95,000. 

After conducting rou
tine business, the select
board went downstairs at 
7:30 p.m. to join finance 
and school committee 
members. Several school 
officials were also pre
sent, including Linda 
Driscoll, superintendent 
of the Erving School 
Union 28, Charles Paulin, 

her business assistant 
(with his po1table com
puter fired up), and 
AnnDee Sousa, EES prin
cipal. Finance committee 
chair Erik Semb opened 
up the meeting by wel
coming everyone, then 
stated the committee and 
selectboard are "ready to 
accept three percent; tell 
us why you need more." 

Robert Brown, school 
board chair responded 
immediately. "Three per
cent is impossible. We've 
got a rapidly increasing 
enrollment. We've added a 

first grade class this year, 
and will need to add a sec
ond grade class next year. 
We've got 1 79 kids 
enrolled now, and will 
have 187 kids next year." 

Superintendent 
Driscoll continued, 
"We've also got the per
sonnel increases that go 
along with enrollment 
increases; central office 
and staff needs also 
increase as enrollment 
does. Without that 
$95,000, we couldn't hire 
that new second grade 

see BUDGET pg. 7 
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PET QF THE WEEK 

She's a peach 

Leona 
Leona is a two-year-old 

medium-length hair cat in need 
of a good home. She is a beauti

ful girl with an orange coat who 
is quickly wanning up to being 
quite affectionate and cuddly. 

She's OK with dogs and likes 
playing with toy mice (maybe 

even real ones if you've got 
some!). To learn more about 
adopting Leona, please contact 

the Dakin Animal Shelter in 
Leverett at 548-9898 or via 

email at info@dakinshelter.org. 

NANCY L. DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

Ji 
~ BOOKS~ 

BUYING AND SELLING 
USED BOOKS 

32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR 
SHELBURNE FALLS 

ndole@crodter.com dosed Mondays 

Pacific Ceiling 
White 

$18.95/gallon 

CELEBRATING OUR 
95TH ANIVERSARY 

187 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 863-4346 

m:oe ;fflontague 
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Published weekly on Thursday 
24 3rd Street 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 
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repo1ter@montaguema.net 

Postmaster: Send address 
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The Montague Reporter 
24 3rd Street 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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line is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for eITors in adve1tise
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charge that part of the adver-

tisement in which an eITor 
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reserve the right to refuse 
advertising for any reason 

and to alter copy or graphics 
to conform to standards of the 
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CISA's 
Cabin Fever 
Farm Tour 

Offering Glimpses 
of Spring 

Saturday March 5th, 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
[Snow date March 6] 

It may be snowy and icy or 
wet and muddy outside but that 
doesn't mean your local fa1mers 
are hanging arotmd waiting for 
spring! Get out of the house and 
onto some fa1ms March 5th to 
see what Local Hero farmers are 
doing during the "off season." 

This free self-guided tour 
will give you a chance to taste, 
see and smell spring long before 
the snow melts away. Find out 
what's growing and being har
vested right now and how Local 
Hero fa1mers are preparing for 
the upcoming season. 

"This is a unique opporttmity 
for people to get behind the 
scenes at local farms at a time of 
year when most of us are shrck 
inside dreaming of spring," says 
CISA (Commtmity in Support 
of Local Agriculture) campaign 
director Mark Lattanzi. "Visit a 
maple sugarhouse and taste 
fresh local syrup. Peek inside a 
barn and see just-born kid goats 
or newly hatched emus. Take a 
horse-drawn sleigh ride through 
an organic dairy fa1m and sam
ple their cheese. Watch logs 
turned into lumber at a local 
sawmill. Stroll through a wa1m 
and colorful greenhouse full of 
blooming flowers and the scent 
of spring and summer." 

The Cabin Fever Fa1m Tour 
is on Sahrrday, March 5 from 
9:00 am. to 4:00 pm. There are 
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Susie Maddern, from the Gill general store wonders if a'!Y of our readers can identify the group gath
ered in this vintage tableau at the Sheffield School auditorium. Does a'!Yone know when the photo was 

taken? Suzie 1vill have the photo on hand at the Gill Store if a'!Yone wants to take a closer look. 

11 farms on the tour from 
Warwick to Heath, Gill to 
Ludlow. Eleven vendors are 
attending the Marketplace at the 
Guiding Star Grange in 
Greenfield, which features tasty 
eats and treats, quality locally 
made specialty foods, garden 
products and cooking demon
strations. The Marketplace will 
be open from 12:00-4:00 pm. 

The snow date is Stmday, 
March 6th. There are no dead
lines and all activities are free of 
charge. Download the map and 
schedule of the Cabin Fever 
Fa1m Tour: 

http://www.buylocalfood.co 
m/CISA _ Cabin-Fever_ SR.pdf 

For more info1mation or to 
have a map sent to you call 413-
665-7100. 

DRAFT COUNSELING SESSION 
At the Wendell town hall on President's Day, Monday, February 

21st, from 2 to 4 p.m. There will be several speakers, a question and 
answer session, and literature from Traprock Peace Center about 
altemative ways to deal with the draft. This event will be open to the 
public and it is free of charge. 

Donate your 
deer, elk, bear, or 

other hides 
for use in a 

NATIVE AMERICAN 
CULTURAL 

EDUCATIONAL PROJECT 

Contact ioe Graveline 

at 413-498-4318 

WRITERS WANTED 
We welcome submissions 
on topics of general inter-
est. Conespondents also 

needed to cover meetings. 

moe 
Jftilontague 
l\eporter 

413 -863 -8666 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Feb. 21st -Feb. 25th Weight loss isn't easy, 
but the formula is simple: 

MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Fdday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. Advanced regis
tration at many of our activi
ties is necessary. We need to 
know how many people will 
be joining so we can be pre
par·ed. A suggested donation 
of $1 per exercise class is 
appreciated. Lunch rese1va
tions need to be called in by 
11 :30 a.m. the day before. Call 
Bunny Caldwell at 863-9357 
weekdays between 9:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. (Leave message 
on machine at other times.) 
Transportation to the center 
can be provided. Trip coordi
nator is Jean Chase. Make nip 
rese1vations by calling 772-
6356. Payment and menu 
choice is due three weeks 
prior to nip. All Hawthorne 
n·ips leave from the par·king 
lot on First Street across from 
the Police Station. 
Monday, 21st 
9:45 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
Tuesday, 22nd 
9:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 23rd 

10:15 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 24th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
10:00 a.m T1iad fishing deiby at 
Baiton Cove, preregister by 2/18 
F1iday, 25th 
9:45 a.m Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Elvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. For info1mation 
and rese1vations call Polly 

10:00 a.m 
Conversation 

Coffee 

11:00a.m PACEAerobics 

& Kiely, Senior Center director 
at (413) 423-3308. Lunch 
daily at 11 :30 a.m. with reser
vations a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 
Thursday shopping, or med
ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at (978) 544-3898. 

Painting for Seniors will strut 
Tuesday, March 1st from 1 to 3 :30 
p.m and continue eveiy Tuesday 
tln-ough April 5th Preregistration 
is necessaiy. Gill and Montague 
residents $10, others $15. Call 
centei· mornings to register. 

The Eldei· Fire Safety Pmject has 
been rescheduled to March 10th at 
11 am Kitchen safety and escape 
planning are among the topics 
covei-ed, free smoke alaims and 
emeigency lights will be distiib
uted. Installation can be ammged 
as needed Advance sign-up rec
ommended. 
Make appointments now for 
FREE TAX ASSISTANCE! 
Feb. 24th and March 8th, 
15th, 22nd Call center for an 
appointment. 

Monday, 21st 
Closed for President's Day 
Tuesday, 22nd 
9:00 Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Oil Painting 
Wednesday, 23rd 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 24th 
9:00 a.m Aei-obics 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate n·anspo1tation. 

Bum more calories than you 
consume & strength train 2 to 3 

times a week. 
The Y's Personal Frtness Program is Step 
One for changing your longtenn fitness 
habits. Join the Y and take advantage of 
this successful l>eginner program! Our 

trainers s14Jport you every step of the way. 
YMCA In Gnenlleld • 451 Main Slreet 

Greelfleld, MA 01301 • m-3646 
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SJC School Funding Decision Surprises Officials 
BY JEFF SINGLETON 
MONTAGUE - Officials from 
the Gill-Montague regional 
school district reacted with sur
prise and dismay to Tuesday's 
decision by the state Supreme 
Judicial Court (SJC) in the long
awaited school funding case, 
known as Hancock v. Driscoll. 
The SJC, Massachusetts' highest 
court, declined to order the state 
to increase education aid to 
poorer, primarily urban districts. 
"It's te1ribly disappointing," said 
Gill-Montague superintendent 
Sue Gee, "I think this problem of 
inequitable education funding 
will continue." 

Gill-Montague was one of 
nineteen plaintiffs who argued 
the state had failed to fulfill its 
obligations mandated by a 1993 
court decision, McDuffy v. 
Secretary of Education. In this 
case, the court had found that 
disparities in local education 
funding violated the constitu-

tional rights of students in poor
er districts. The state legislature, 
which had nearly completed an 
educational refo1m package on 
its own, quickly passed the 
Educational Reform Act of 
1993. This law drastically 
revised the state local aid fo1mu
la, significantly increased fund
ing for local districts, and man
dated standardized testing to 
measure student progress. 

The plaintiffs in the recent 
case pointed to continued dispar
ities in spending and facilities to 
argue that the core constitutional 
violation remained. The court 
rejected this argument, focusing 
on the big increases in state edu
cation spending and the decline 
in disparities between districts. 
"No one, including the defen
dants, disputes that serious inad
equacies remain," wrote Chief 
Justice Margaret H. Marshall for 
the majority. "But the 
Commonwealth is moving sys-

tematically to redress those defi
ciencies ... " 

After a period of expansion 
and optimism in the early years 
of Ed Reform, the Gill
Montague district, like many in 
the state, has experienced signif
icant cuts in core programs, 
increased class sizes and wage 
freezes for teachers. Increases in 
"fixed costs" have consistently 
exceeded local tax revenues. 
More affluent cities and towns, 
able to draw on higher property 
tax revenues, seem to have 
avoided the financial cmnch. To 
make matters worse, poorer dis
tricts appear to have lost students 
- and state funds - to more afflu
ent communities under school 
choice policies. 

Local officials often point to 
these developments as proof the 
state has failed in its obligation 
to provide equal education. This 
view seemed to be suppo1ted by 
a state Superior Court mling in 

favor of the Hancock plaintiffs 
last spring. 

State officials, including lib
eral Democrats in the legislature, 
were skeptical of the argument 
that progress in Ed Refo1m had 
been minimal. They pointed out 
that state education spending had 
increased by over $2 billion 
since the 1993 lawsuit, with the 
bulk of aid going to poorer dis
tricts. They also noted that 
Chapter 70 school aid had gener
ally been level-funded, while 
state programs had been drasti
cally cut, during the recent fiscal 
crisis. The comt majority in the 
Hancock case appeared to share 
this view. Marshall, for example, 
noted that state aid to the lead 
districts in the lawsuit had near
ly doubled since 1993. 

State Senator Stanley 
Rosenberg reacted favorably to 
the SJC decision. Like Gee, he 
seemed surprised at the out
come. "People here are shocked 

that someone actually said the 
legislature did a good job on 
something." Rosenberg empha
sized the big increases in state 
education aid and building assis
tance, as well as advances in 
early childhood education, dur
ing the last decade of Ed 
Refonn. 

But Rosenberg also suggested 
that spending would have to 
increase significantly if the state 
share of education funding, now 
at approximately 46%, were to 
equal the national average of 
50%. "That's huge, it's hundreds 
of millions of dollars," he noted. 
He also agreed with Gee that the 
legislature needed to revisit the 
formula for local aid. "People in 
the building are pleased with the 
pat on the back," noted 
Rosenberg. "But this is not a job 
yet done." 

Equitable Funding tor the Arts in Gill-Montague Schools Debated 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 

On Febmary 8th, the Gill
Montague school committee 
endorsed the Equity in Funding 
of the Massachusetts 
Frameworks Policy, as recom
mended by Superintendent Sue 
Gee. But the vote did not come 
without controversy, and it 
passed by a 5 to 3 margin, with 
both the chair of the school com
Inittee, Joyce Phillips, and the 
chair of the budget sub-commit
tee, Mruy Kociela, voting against 
the policy. 

During the preparation of last 
yeru·'s school budget, members of 
the public including Alt Gilmore, 
a fonner music teacher at the 
Tumers Falls High School, criti
cized the Gill-Montague schools 
for disproportionately favoring 
athletics over a1t and music in 
budgeta1y decisions. According 
to GMRSD business manager 
Lynn Bassett, "We pretty much 
eliminated a1t and music in the 
schools in Fiscal '04; and we were 
able to bring back some of it in 
'05." Bassett said there used to be 
2 fulltime rut teachers in the High 
School/Middle School three 
years ago, which was cut to a .1 7 
position in '04, and brought back 
to a .34 position last yeru·. That 
teacher, at less than half time, can 
only provide "two blocks of a1t 
per semester" for the upper 
grades, Bassett said. 

In the elementruy grades, the 
full time a1t teacher was let go 
during '04, and has not been 
replaced. Now, the elementa1y 
schools are relying on grant fund
ing and parent fundraising efforts 
to provide some artists in resi
dence support in the lower 
grades. 

The tv.•o full-time music teach
ers were eliminated from the ele
menta1y schools in '04, but one 
fulltime choral music position 
was restored this year, Bassett 
said. "That teacher can only 
spend one day here and one day 
there," during the week at the dis-

trict's four elementruy schools. 
Although chorus and band are 
still thriving at the High 
School/Middle School under the 
direction of Paul (Mr. C.) 
Ciechomski, a fulltime music 
teacher for the upper grades was 
also let go in '04, Bassett said. 

Athletics and physical educa
tion was also cut back during the 
'04 budget cnmch, though less 
severely. Physical education in 
the elementary schools was 
reduced to 30 minutes a week, 
Bassett said, and funding for 
Middle School athletic supplies 
eliminated. But team sports ru·e 
suppo1ted by a variety of funding 
sources outside the operating 
budget, including booster club 
fundraising, gate fees, and user 
fees, Bassett said. 

The discussion over the rela
tive budgeta1y suppo1t given to 
athletics and rut and music spilled 
over into the debate on the Equity 
in Funding policy. The policy 
states, m part, "the Gill
Montague Regional School 
District shall make budget deci
sions that prioritize equitable 
funding for and among the cur
riculum frameworks," in accor
dance with Massachusetts law 
and federal mandates and the 
Inission of the GMRSD. It fuither 
states, "Where significant 
inequities are identified, the 
School Cominittee shall work to 
rectify them in a timely manner." 
The policy identifies the 
Massachusetts Cm1'iculum 
Frameworks as: Alts, English 
Language AI·ts, Foreign 
Languages, Comprehensive 
Health, Mathematics, History and 
Social Sciences, Science and 
Technology/Engineering. 

School committee member 
Tony Guglielmi expressed sur
prise that the policy was provok
ing controversy. "There seems to 
be some mystique sun-ounding 
this document. But state law 
mandates are much stronger on 
this same issue." 

Kociela said, "I absolutely 
agree we need more art and music 
in the schools. I have tv.•o kids 
who have grown immensely in 
their academic career through 
exposure to the a1ts. I don't feel 
this policy addresses the problem, 
and as chair of the budget sub
committee, I don't feel this policy 
is going to con-ect the problem." 

Phillips and Valeria Smith 
voted with Kociela to oppose 
adopting the Equity in Funding 
policy; cominittee members Mike 
Langknecht, Ted Castro-Santos, 
Sally Shaw, Tony Guglielini, and 
Rich Colton suppo1ted it. 

Smith objected to the deletion 
of the words "strive to" from the 
phrase "In order to achieve this 
mission, the GMRSD School 
Cominittee shall ... make budget 
decisions that prioritize equitable 
funding for and among cm1·icu
lum frameworks. But Shaw, 
whose policy subcommittee 
deleted those words after the 
entire committee had approved 
them on second reading, defend
ed the policy's stronger phrasing. 

"This is a guiding principal," 
she said. It's apparent we don't 
have complete consensus. I'm not 
willing to revoke it because it's 
too important. I would like to see 
a fme a1ts program elevated to a 
level of core cun-iculum in the 
schools, at the level at which we 
inco1porate math or science." 

Shaw continued, "We are 
moving fo1wru·d in response to 
concems expressed last year at 
our budget hearings. We did the 
analysis ( comparing funding for 
athletics, physical education, 
music and art) and found we were 
not spending adequately on the 
arts. We ne.ed to respond to om· 
community that we care deeply 
about that. If we don't expose om· 
children to the arts in a meaning
ful way, they will never know the 
joy and strength the a1ts can pro
vide them." 

Gee presented preliininary fig
ures showing the GMRSD will 

request an art budget for the 
schools for the coming fiscal year 
totaling $172,281; while requests 
for physical education and athlet
ics will total $196,039 and 
$152,909, respectively. The 
revolving fund (gate fees and user 
fees) will defray $25,000 of the 
athletics budget, Gee said. If 

these figures hold good through 
annual town meeting, the 
GMRSD will spend $496,319 on 
a1t, music, drama, athletics, and 
physical education at the follow
ing percentages: Arts: 34.7%, 
Physical Education 39.4%, and 
Athletics (not counting revolving 
fund reimbursement) 25.8%. 

CarpeTech 
Residential and Commercial 

Cleaning, window washing, floor stripping and waxing, pressure cleaning 

Under new 
ownership: 
Tim Vassar, 
proprietor 

CarpeTech 

"Dave"s stil here" 

i@: 

(413) 772-6970 

at your 
service for 

over 30 
years in the 

Pioneer Valley 

P.O. Box 161, Greenfield, MA 01302 

Musty COMFORTER? Sandy AREA RUG? 
or iust LOTS of Laundrv? 

SlllEI SAYS: BRING IT IN. 
TIii/i WASHERS All BACK/ 

Always Hot Dryers! Ci) 
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For a Fair and Open Process in 
Choosing a Cable Access Provider 

Montague's Cable Advisory 
Committee has been hard at 
work for months, canying out 
the recent charge from the 
selectboard to develop objective 
criteria for choosing a provider 
for the town's cable access tele
vision. For three years, that role 
has been filled by Greenfield 
Community Television. For 
eleven years before that, 
Montague Community 
Television provided local access 
for Montague. 

If news from the Cable 
Adviso1y Committee holds true, 
that committee will soon be for
warding a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) to the selectboard to 
allow both organizations - and 
any other potential cable access 
providers - to make a bid for the 
local assignment. An RFP 
would provide a fair, open, and 
objective forum for the town to 
assess the strengths and weak
nesses of potential cable access 
providers. We support this 
process; it is a reasonable one 
that should lead to vastly 

improved community television 
for the town of Montague, and 
for cable television viewers in 
Gill and Erving. 

A fair and open process 
would go far toward dissipating 
the ill will lingering from the 2 
to 1 decision of a previous 
selectboard to ignore the over
whelming vote of Montague 
Town Meeting in 2001 to keep 
Montague's cable access tmder 
local control. That special town 
meeting was the first in living 
memo1y to be called be the citi
zens of Montague themselves, 
resulting from a petition drive 
of MCTV suppo1ters that gath
ered more than 1000 signatures 
of Montague residents favoring 
local control. In handing the 
cable access assignment, and 
the more than $70,000 in annual 
cable user fees that goes with it, 
to Gre.enfield's cable access 
provider, that board may have 
felt they were choosing a more 
technically proficient, better 
managed outfit, but they were 
oveniding the will of their own 
citizens in doing so. 

Community access depends 
on community voltmteers. To 
run a successful station here, 
GCTV will need the creative 
talents and energy of the very 
people who were ovemiled by 
their elected representatives in 
2001. Revisiting the decision, 

Correction: 
Last week's front page arti

cle about Montague's proposed 
combined sewer overflow 
upgrades stated "31 times a 
year heavy rains cause sewers 
carrying stormwater to spill over 
and join with sewers carrying 
human waste .... " CorrecHy stat
ed, the sentence should have 
read: "31 times a year heavy 
rains cause sewers carrying 
human waste to spill over and 
join with stormwater sewers." 

·;:..=./':-----------------------· :oo SIGN ME UP! 
Now only $20 for 26 issues! 

urbe ;fflontague 3R-eporter 
24 3rd Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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YEg, I KNOW TUEY'RE PREDICTING 
WARM, gUNNY WEATUER. WUY DO YOU 

TUINK l'M DREggED LIKE ru1g? 

and employing an objective 
process to detennine the techni
cal capability, the fiduciary 
responsibility, and the commu
nity building potential of vari
ous providers, would help to 
heal the divisions still lingering 
from 2001. 

In the few years since, a wide 
group of Montague residents, 
helped by others in Gill, Erving 
and Wendell, have worked 
together on a largely volunteer 
basis to show that we are entire
ly capable of producing our own 
media in the villages. The result 
is the paper you hold in your 
hands: the Montague Reporter, 
a project of Montague 
Commtmity Cable, MCTV's 

parent company. We feel the rel
ative success of this venture is 
proof of the desire of local resi
dents to build the capacity of 
their own community, control 
their own resources, tell their 
own stories, and help shape the 
view of what our community is 
and can be. There is something 
to be said for community pride. 
It cannot be denied. 

A fair and open process to 
dete1mine which organization 
could do a better job managing 
one of our basic resources - our 
community television station -
would do more than build broad 
support for the outcome. It 
would provide an appropriate 
forum for those who believe 

_vi 
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strongly that Montague has the 
right and the ability to oversee 
production of our own local 
video, to marshal and train our 
own volunteers, to go after grants 
to augment our own resources, 
and to devote our energies to our 
own community as well as to the 
region. Denying that forum has 
led to fmstration, and has result
ed in an underutilization of the 
resource cable users are paying 
for. 

For these reasons, we hope the 
selectboard will support an RFP 
process for choosing Montague's 
cable television access provider. 
And we offer this page to any 
who may wish to advance a con
tra1y argument. 

Dragon Dance at Gill Elementary 
Happy Chinese 

New Year! from the 
kindergarteners of the 
Gill Elementary 
School. As you may 
have heard we are 
ve1y excited about our 
study of the customs 
and traditions in 
China. We have read 
Chinese folk and fairy 
tales, observed art
work, amps and writ
ing from that countiy, 
but best of all is our 
giant dragon! 

Thanks to Chloe's 
mom for making the 
papier mache head 
with us. We have 
teamed up with the 

(l-r) Jacob Wallines-Drtda, Chloe Castro-Santos, Nicholas Morin with feather Amy Herzig leading 
the Gill Elementary School strtdent.i in a Dragon Dance 

fourth grade to create 
a dragon dance, a Chinese tra
dition that brings luck and 
good forttme to the New Year. 
We have made a grand appear
ance at All-School Sing and 
now we would like for you to 
see the show. 

Please join us on Friday, 
Februa1y 18th at 10:45 a.m. in 
the all purpose room. We will 
do our dragon dance one final 
time. This is the day before 
vacation and a half day of 
school, so you can opt to take 
your child home with you after 

their special performance. 
Hope to see you then! 

-the Gill Kindergarten Class 

Chinese New Year began on 
February 9th this year. This is 
the Year of the Rooster, year 
4702 on the Chinese calendar. 
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Grappling with the Health Care Crisis 
BY JEFF SINGLETON 

There is a myth that the fiscal 
crisis in Montague was simply 
the result of the recent recession. 
Since the recession is over, the 
fiscal crisis is over and the town 
can now restore programs, 
wages, benefits and personnel to 
the levels prevailing in the 1990s. 

This view is historically inac
curate. The budget problems 
faced by local governments in 
Massachusetts emerged in the 
late 1990s. In Montague, we 
experienced a major fiscal crisis 
in the year 2000. This reflected a 
core stmch1ral budget gap 
between revenues and expendi
tures that emerged in the previous 
decade and continues to this day. 

There are a number of factors 
that contributed to the strncrural 
budget gap, but perhaps the most 
important is the explosion in 
health care costs. Our health 
care expendirures have 
increased by between ten and 
fifteen percent annually in 
recent years. In good times, this 
eats up nearly one one-third of 
Montague's local property tax 
growth. In bad times - when 

SWIM 
continued from pg 1 

Six members of the Turners Falls 
High School Swim Team will compete 
in the Western Massachusetts Swim 
Championships Saturday at 
Tantasqua Regional High School in 
Fiskdale. 

Pictured are (left to right} Coach 
Karen Greene, sophomore Jenna 
Lapachinsk, freshman Melony Lucas, 
junior Anna Perry, freshman Ali Urban 

state aid is cut or level-funded -
the impact on the local budget is 
even greater. This means that 
the total wage and benefit 
increases we give our employees 
- though they are probably not 
adequate - still eat up well over 
half of our revenue growth. That 
does not leave much left over for 
anything else. 

The explosion in health care 
costs may have an even worse 
impact at the state and federal 
level, and our town is, of course, 
highly dependent on revenue 
from these sources. Like 
Montague, the state of 
Massachusetts must deal with 
the impact of health care infla
tion on wages and benefits. 
Medicaid, a program primarily 
targeted to low-income people 
and people in nursing homes, 
has experienced rather dracon
ian cuts at the state level in the 
last few years, but Medicaid 
expenditures continue to grow at 
a rate that cuts massively into 
funding for all other purposes, 
including local aid. 

Health care inflation is also 
having an enormous impact on 

and sophomore Sunny Lucas. Not 
pictured is freshman Jen Jason. 
Anna Perry qualified to swim in the 
girls' 100-yard breaststroke, and 
Sunny Lucas qualified to swim in the 
boys' 100-yard breaststroke. Perry 
and the other girts will make up relay 
teams for the girls' 200-yard medley 
relay, the girts' 200-yard freestyle 
relay and the girls' 400-yard freestyle 
relay. The team is coached by Karen 
Greene. Nancy Yankowski is the 
assistant coach. Photo: Cori Urban 

the federal budget. Washington 
must finance benefits for federal 
employees, Medicaid and in 
addition Medicare, the federal 
health program for the elderly. 
The current budget deficit, once 
again spinning out of control, is 
not only caused by Bush's tax 
cuts - it is also a health care 
deficit. 

As with the state, the federal 
health care crisis directly affects 
Montague. President Bush's 
deficit reduction budget plan 
calls for a massive cut in federal 
reimbursements to states for 
health care. Even if passed in a 
more moderate fo1m, this plan 
will exacerbate the state-level 
crisis and affect local aid. 
Furthermore, the huge federal 
budget deficit means we cannot 
now even discuss the possibility 
that Washington might pay its 
fair share of the federal Special 
Education mandate, another key 
component of the stn1chual 
budget gap here in Montague. 

Right now, the political par
ties are essentially AWOL on the 
issue. Republicans act as if "tort 
refo1m" - a proposal to cap the 

NMHMusic 
Department Presents 

Outreach Concert 
NORTHFIELD, Mass-On Sunday, 
February 20, the Northfield Mount 
Hermon Symphony Orchestra, 
Concert Band, and World Music 
Combo will present the school's 
annual Franklin County Outreach 
Concert. The show will focus prima
rily on the area's senior citizens, and 
a donation will be taken for Meals on 
Wheels of Franklin County. 
Selections to be heard include 
Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in e 
minor, featuring NMH Concerto 
Competition winner Maho Sakai '05; 
Mendelssohn's Hebrides Overture, 
and Aaron Copland's Fanfare for the 
Common Man. The concert will take 
place in Memorial Hall on the 
school's Gill campus, and begin at 3 
p.m All are welcome, and atten
dance is free. For more information, 
please call (413) 498-3281. 

MONTAGUE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT OPEN SWIM SCHEDULE 
56 First Street/Unity Parks Fieldhouse Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Phone: ( 413) 863-3216/F ax: ( 413) 863-3229 
OPEN SWIM SCHEDULE Turners Falls High School Pool March 7 - June 17 

Family Open SWim Adult Lap Swim 
MolNlays 
Wednesdays 
Thursdavs 

7:00pm -8:00pm 
6:00pm -7:00pm 
5:00pm -6:00pm 

Mondavs 
Wednesdavs 
Thursdavs 

OPEN SWIM FEES: Daily Fees: 
Residents: -Youth/Senior Chilen -S1.25 
Non Residents: -Youth/Senior Chilen -S2.5O 

6:00pm -7:00pm 
7:00pm -8:00pm 
6:00pm -7:00pm 

Adults l18+J-S2.5O 
Adults [18+)-S3.5O 

Season Membership: [Adjusted to modnied season rate) 
Residents: -Youth/Senior Chilen -S16.OO Adults llB+J-S32.OO 
Non Residents: -Youth/Senior Chilen -S32.OO Adults l18+J-S45.OO 

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ·vouths under 12 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. 
Sessions may be cancelled due to swim meets and other special events. 

If school is cancelled due to inclement weather, there will be no open swim. 

monetary value of settlements in 
malpractice cases - will solve 
the problem. We should serious
ly consider tort refo1m, but there 
is no evidence that it will signif
icantly reduce the health care 
costs. It is also a politically divi
sive proposal targeting lawyers, 
a key interest group perceived to 
be associated with Democrats. 

Democrats, for their part, 
appear to believe the problem of 
spiraling health costs will be 
solved by purchasing prescrip
tion dmgs from Canada. Like 
to1t reform, this is a proposal 
that should be taken seriously, 
but it avoids the core issues, and 
it also seems designed to score 
political points. Democrats are 
correctly attacking Bush's sec
ond te1m Social Security obses
sion by pointing out the health 
care crisis is in fact much worse. 
But where is their strategy for 
dealing with it? Having been 
politically burned on health care 
in the early 1990s - remember 
the "Clinton Plan"? - they are 
gun shy. 

Here on the local level, public 
officials tend to throw up their 

ROOM WITHALOOM 
& 

LOUISE MINKS' 

MILL WORKS STUDIO 

ENDOFTHE 
WINTER SALE 

30-50% OFF MANY TH I NGS 

ATTHE 
MONTAGUE BOOKMILL 

SAT-SUN 12-5 
367-2062 

hands and say the problem can 
only be solved nationally. This is 
a huge mistake. Historically, 
pressure from the local level can 
percolate up to produce national 
refo1ms. We should urge Steve 
Kulik, Stan Rosenberg and John 
Olver to go beyond the debates 
over to1t reform and prescription 
diugs. The national political par
ties will not act unless elected 
officials like them demand 
action forcefully. 

At the local level we need to 
at least sta1t talking about the 
issue and search for creative 
solutions. Because the problem 
is so big, because the solutions 
are mainly national, and because 
health care is a subject for col
lective bargaining, we have 
essentially taken it off the table. 
This is not good leadership. We 
need to more aggressively inves
tigate real options for bringing 
the cost of health care under 
control. These options of course 
will have to be negotiated with 
employee unions. But this fact 
should not be used as a reason to 
avoid public discussion of the 
issue. 

Support our advertisers. 
Tell them you saw it in 

The Montague Reporter 

CENTERSTt\GE 
Kt\Rt\OKE 

t\ND DJ t:NTt:RTt\lNMt:NT 
PRESENTS 

t\N EVENING Of 
f t\Mll. Y fRIENDl. Y 

~ Kr\Rr\OKE ~ 
Sat. Feb. 26th, 

7pm-10pm 

THE BRICK HOUSE 
24 :JRD ST., 

TURNERS ft\l.l.S 
Jerri Higgins, owner 

Call (413) 775-9488 for info. 
and dates 

Tracking Event at 
Skvlields Arboretum 
Sahuday, Feb11.1a1y 26th from 9 am. to noon. Paul Wanta, 

local tracker, will lead the third annual Wildlife Tracking 
Hike at Skyfields Arborehim in Athol, MA. This hike will 
consist of tracking wild animals in the conserved fields and 
forests smrntmding Mount Grace Land Conser-vation Tmst's 
headqua1ters. We will travel through hemlock and deciduous 
forests to discover what wildlife is active on the land during 
these winter months. In prior years deer, coyote, fox, fisher, 
weasel and mice tracks were spotted. This is the mating sea
son so that many animal tracks may be observed in pairs. We 
will discover some of the myste1y of their lives by what they 
have left behind. 

This tracking program is suitable for adults, as well as 
adults with childi·en. Wear waterproof footwear and waim, 
layered clothing. Snowshoes are welcome if needed. Hiking 
will be light to moderate. Workshop is limited to 20 pa1tici
pants. Please call (978) 248-2043 or email landtrust@mount
grace.org to reserve a space. 
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DESIGN HEARING FOR PROSPECT STREET BRIDGE 
BY JOHN HANOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -

On Tuesday, Februaiy 15th, in 
the selectboard meeting room, 
representatives of MassHighway 
presented prelimimuy plans for 
replacement of the Prospect 
Street bridge, which has been 
closed since 1999. The room was 
filled to capacity with area resi
dents, UMass students, and town 
officials. The MassHighway 
planners had cleai·ly walked the 
area to become familiar with the 
surroundings, and several of 
those attending were pleased by 
their willingness to answer resi
dents' questions and consider 
their ideas. 

fit the neighborhood's Victorian 
character, and can incorporate 
any desired ironwork and lamp
posts if ftmded by other sources. 
A six-foot wide sidewalk will be 
pa1t of the design, as will a utility 
bay the length of the deck. Any 
changes resulting from the heai·
ing can be incorporated into the 
final design, targeted for late in 
2005. 

The old bridge, dating from 
1920, features a baiTel arch and 
ironwork on the railings. Over 
the years, deterioration of the 
deck and erosion of the banks 
made it unsafe, and in the opinion 
of the engineers the sightlines for 
auto traffic under the bridge on 
Spring Street made duplication of 
the ai·ch design unwise. A com
plete eaith-fill under the bridge 
had been judged too 

SARAH SWANSON PHOTO 

As pa1t of the piers-and-deck 
design, the wing-walls on the 
n01th side of the bridge will be 
slightly repositioned, and those 
on the south side altered largely 
in place; Montague has the abili
ty to secure any necessary rights
of-way, as well as any supple
mental ftmding (e.g., from 
enhancement grants) for lighting 
and ornamental features. Federal 
and state highway ftmds will 
share the estimated $1.25 million 
cost in 80/20 propo1tions. Spring 
Street will be closed periodically 
during the estimated 24 months 
of demolition and construction, 
and the project plan includes sig
nage to re-direct traffic during 

The Prospect Street Bridge, over Spring Street 

avoid foture erosion and pooling 
on neighborhood properties 

Though the presented design railings, the engineers are open to 
is based on standard 4' concrete coloring the poured concrete to 

expensive, to the 
relief of those pre-
sent. The new =~~T~, ('r,r.> 

bridge will be wide 
enough and strong 
enough to bear two 
semi trailer-trucks 
meeting on the 
bridge, which cleai·
ly satisfies Tom 
Bergeron, head of 
the DPW. Drainage 
around the bridge 
will be prese1ved or 
improved during 
construction, to 

WHSxfBSf GRASS SECTION 
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Ma.rsHigh1vay's Plans for the Prospect Street Bridge redesign, side view 

STONE & WEBSTER 
MASSACHUSETTS, INC. 
100 TCC~Ol..(X;'I' CENTER: Of;M 
STQJGHTON, MISSACHUSETTS 
02072 

those times. The 
strut date is tenta
tively set for 2007, 
but is dependent on 
inclusion of the pro
ject on the Franklin 
Cotmty Regional 
Government's 
Transportation 
Improvement 
Program list. 

See also the 
Prospect - Central 
Street neighborhood 
meeting article, pg. 
10 
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CHIEF 
continued from pg 1 

Deerfield, repo11ed on the 
results of an auction of a town
owned residential building on 
Madison Avenue, held on 
Wednesday, February 9th. 
Twenty-three registered buy
ers turned out to bid on the 
prope1ty, a single-family home 
which had fallen into tax title 
and been taken by the town. 

During the course of the 
town's preliminaiy renova
tions to the property, a 
plumber had accidentally set 
the kitchen on fire while weld
ing pipes. An insurance settle
ment had enabled the town to 
repair the fire damage, and the 
decision was then made to 
auction the prope1ty. On the 
9th, Jonathan Lowe was the 
high bidder, at $61,950, of 
which the town will receive 
$59,000, Bilodeau said. 

Ross said the high turnout 
for the sale provided fresh evi-

BUDGET 
continued from pg 1 
that new second grade teacher 
and we'd have to make other 
staff cuts, in paraprofessionals; 
we'd also have to cut summer 
school and field trip activities. 
On top of all that, we lost a 
federal grant for $17,000 
because of a reclassification of 
rural demographics that took 
Erving out of that grant pool." 

In a discussion over class 
size, several school officials 
stressed the critical importance 
of having a lower class size for 
second grade in particular, 
where, they said, "children 
learn to read." Finance com
mittee member Stanley 
Gradowski pressed school 
officials over state-mandated 
class-size limits, but the 
school officials said there is 
nothing mandated. Third, 
fourth and fifth graders need 
less personalized attention 
than do younger kids, the 
school officials said, but for 

dence that "a lot of real estate 
in Montague is rising in 
value." Bilodeau said at a nor
mal house auction he would 
expect to see five to seven reg
istered buyers. Town adminis
trator Frank Abbondanzio said 
the town would probably be 
calling on Douglas 
Auctioneers in the neai· future 
to auction off a number of 
pai·cels of town-owned land, 
some "postage stamp size" 
landlocked lots, of interest 
mainly to immediate abutters, 
but also some lai·ger, buildable 
lots. 

CSO Update 
Abbondanzio offered a dis

couraging picture of the town's 
near-te1m chances to receive 
federal help to pay for the 
upcoming EPA mandated 
combined sewer overflow 
(CSO) abatement work (esti
mated to cost $2.2 million) 
and waste water pollution con
trol facility upgrades ( estimat-

first and second graders, 18 to 
20 kids is considered a maxi
mum for teaching effective
ness. There will be 26 second 
graders next year, according to 
Brown and Driscoll. 

Driscoll also reminded 
those present of the pressure 
the school is tmder to make 
progress and meet learning 
standards dictated by the state. 

Town officials made it clear 
they continue to be "100 per
cent supportive" of education, 
but stressed the fiscal realities 
the town must deal with. "The 
town only has so much money 
to work with," said selectboard 
chair Andy Tessier. "We can't 
support such large increases 
year after year." The EES bud
get rose six percent each of the 
last two years. "The $142,000 
increase you're asking for will 
eat up funds for all the other 
depa1tments in town," added 
selectboard member Bert 
Dubay. 

Tessier continued, "We can 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ed at $3.5 million). Due to 
recent cuts proposed by the 
Bush administration to the 
Health and Human Se1vices 
budget, which has been tapped 
in the past to aid towns with 
CSO abatements, Representa
tive John Olver's office was 
negative about the town's 
chances of obtaining much 
help from federal grants for 
the work. "We'd ask for $3.1 
million, but I doubt if there's 
that much money available for 
the whole state," Abbondanzio 
said. The town administrator 
said he would be exploring 
other possibilities to help the 
town afford the needed repairs 
to the sewer lines and treat
ment plant, but recommended 
the board consider phasing in 
the work over a pe1iod of time, 
rather than all in one budget 
year. 

Dry Hill Cemetery 
Abbondanzio said he had 

spoken with the engineer from 

only raise taxes so much; that's 
the law. And we don't want to 
end up like every other town in 
the Commonwealth, with no 
money in the stabilization 
fund. The school roof will 
need to be fixed in a few years, 
and who's going to pay for it if 
there's nothing left because we 
keep spending more than is 
coming in?" 

Gradowski tmderlined how 
much the town supports the 
schools on top of the actual 
school budget. "The town 
spends $600,000 for the health 
insurance of school employ
ees," he told the school offi
cials. Some town officials 
were annoyed to learn during 
the meeting that the town pays 
the benefits for a school 
employee whose sala1y is cov
ered by a grant. "For many 
years," Tessier said, "we've 
had a policy of encouraging 
depa1tments not to incur costs 
to the town for additional ben
efits." 

SVE Associates hired by Jim 
Senn to smvey improvements 
that would be needed to 
improve access to the D1y Hill 
Cemete1y via East Chestnut 
Hill Road and D1y Hill Cross 
Road, a three mile route to the 
town-owned cemete1y, which 
historically had been accessi
ble from Montague Road by a 
quaiter mile stretch of D1y 
Hill Road. That sh011er route 
has been blocked and fenced 
off by Senn in a standoff with 
the town that has stretched 
over many years. 
Abbondanzio said he hoped to 
have Senn back before the 
boai·d by the end of Febma1y 
to discuss his proposal for 
improving access on the 
roundabout route. 

Strathmore Committee 
The board appointed the 

following members to a com
mittee to advise the town on 
the process of conducting fea
sibility studies on the pai·king, 

"We're not telling you 
where to make cuts," 
Gradowski said, "but you've 
got to find things to cut if 
you're going to ask for certain 
things. You have to figure out 
how to get the job done with a 
three percent increase." 

"The face of the school will 
change," Brown responded. 
"Then it must change," 
Gradowski replied. "I dis
agree," said Brown. "We can't 
squander the school. Adding 
staff - that's the stah1s quo, 
there's no increase in services 
with that." 

At that point the selectboard 
rehlmed upstairs to continue 
its own meeting, leaving the 
committees to hash things out. 
According to Semb, the school 
committee is going to prepare 
a warrant for town meeting for 
the full amount the school has 
requested. "The money is not 
available," he said. "We're hy
ing to hold the line." Now it 
will be up to the townspeople 
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access, stmctural and mainte
nance issues and market feasi
bility work related to the 
town's bid to purchase the 
Strathmore Mill. The boai·d 
appointed 11 members to the 
committee: Frank 
Abbondanzio, Robin 
She1man, David Jensen, Jeff 
Singleton, Bob Fritz, Rich 
Kuklewicz, Chris Sawyer
Laucanno, Michael Brown, 
Steve Ellis, Mai·k Girai·d, and 
Bmce Hunter. Boai·d member 
Patricia Pmitt commented, "It 
sounds like a stellai· list." 

Abbondanzio announced 
town planner Robin She1man 
had been successful in secur
ing a grant from the Franklin 
Region Council of 
Governments to study the inte
rior of the sprawling mill com
plex for the presence of haz
ardous materials such as 
asbestos or lead paint. An eai·
lier FRCOG study had deter
mined the site itself was clean 
of hazardous wastes. II 

to vote and decide. 
In other business, the select

board decided, after lengthy 
consideration, to increase the 
health insurance co-pay premi
ums for town employees from 
12 to 14 percent, and for 
retirees from 20 to 21 percent. 
"Rates are going up and up," 
said Tessier, "and the number 
of retirees is increasing. We 
need to do a little bit for the 
town." The increases still leave 
Erving paying more than most 
towns in the Commonwealth. 
Board members had first 
recused themselves from dis
cussing the matter due to 
potential conflict of interest, 
before Tessier invoked the 
Rule of Necessity to allow dis
cussion to begin. 

The board noted the town's 
Free Cash account has been 
certified. There is presently 
$720,049 in the accotmt. 

The board will not meet on 
Febmary 21st, due to the 
President's Day holiday. II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES 
USABLE METALS 

LAMP REPAIRS 
LAMP PARTS 

We Buy Anything From a Pin To An Elephant 

ARTHUR COHEN 
413-498-5043 

9 MT. HERMON RD. 
NORTHFIELD, MA 

Renaissance 
Excavating -
COMPLETE SITE 

WORK 

• SEPTIC 8c DRAINAGE SYS"TEMS • SAND, GRAVEL 8c LOAM 

MAIN ROAD, GILL 

DOUGLAS EDSON (4 1 3) 863-4462 

~NEW IBOOKc--,? 
'Tales if a Fi1!flgnter" 

BY TED CRAVEUNE 
author of 

''Strike a Seco,;dA/ann" 

WORLD EYE BOOKSHOP 
email: cdicicio@comcast.nd 

or ti hone lhe World El'• Hookshop at. (413) 772-2186 

scsc 
298 Avenue A. 
Tmners Falls, MA 
413-863-4322 

Complete 
Masoruy 
Supply 

Owning the best just got better! 
Drop by today and see beautiful, energy efficient wood and gas fire

place products by Regency, Hampton and Excalibur. Designer finishes, 
customizable accessories and a lifetime warranty are just a few more 

reasons you will choose the high quality Regency Fireplace! 

~ider 

,~_le_c_t_ri_c ________ M_A_•_2_7s_s_7_E __ 

Gary W. Crider 
Licensed Electrician 

Quality Work at a Reasonable Rate. 

Industrial 
Commercial 
Residential 

9 Railroad Station Rd. 
Northfield 

413-498-4419 

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKF.H 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDEll SElECTBOARD 

Wendell Considers Asking for an Expansion of 
Vermont Yankee's Evacuation Zone 

BY DOUG TURNER 
WENDELL - Wendell haz
ardous waste coordinator Nina 
Keller wants to put the spotlight 
on a subject most of us would 
probably rather not think about: 
evacuation plans in the case of 
an accident or radiological inci
dent at the Vermont Yankee 
Nuclear Facility (Entergy) in 
Vemon, Vermont. 

Keller wants the 10-mile 
evacuation zone increased, and 
she began by enlisting the assis
tance of the Wendell selectboard, 
requesting that they petition area 
legislators to address changes to 
the plan through the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC). 

At the board's Febrna1y 9th 
me.eting, she also called for a 
realistic, "not piecemeal," test of 
the 10-mile zone. 

Vermont Yankee owner 
Entergy is requesting a 20% 
increase in power and a 20-year 
extension of the reactor's life 
span. 

The reactor is cuITently 
scheduled to be retired in 2012. 

A decision on Entergy's 
request was put off in November 
when a panel of three judges 
assigned by the US Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission's 
Atomic Safety Licensing Board 
issued an order granting a hear
ing to the New England 
Coalition and the state of 

Vennont. 
In aITiving at its rnling, the 

panel accepted for adjudication 
tv.•o of five contentions raised by 
the state of Ve1mont and two of 
seven issues raised by the New 
England Coalition. 

Keller presented a request for 
all public and or private agen
cies, organizations, and depart
ments "to petition and actively 
pursue responsible changes in 
behavior, public information and 
communication from the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
and the owners of Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Facility 
(Entergy), from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) and 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Association 
(MEMA) so that cuITent evacua
tion plans in the case of an acci
dent or mishap at the nuclear 
plant be tested, not as piecemeal, 
but concuITently." 

A test of the evacuation of 
Brattleboro schools' children last 
year went poorly when school 
buses required to transport chil
dren were detoured along the 
required routes. 

Greenfield Community 
College, Turners Falls High 
School, and the Orange Arm01y 
are designated receiver facilities 
in the 10-mile evacuation sce
nano. 

Keller said that a recent NRC 
engineering inspection of only 
47 areas out of the hundreds of 
systems at the facility showed up 
eight significant areas needing 
attention. 

"What about the other areas 
that did not get inspected?" she 
asked. 

"What will happen when the 
plant is running with a 20% 
increase in power?" 

Highlights from a prepared 
statement delivered by Keller 
called, "Emergency 
Preparedness - A Realistic Pro
Active Approach", called for: 

- inclusion and protection of 
commumhes surrounding 
Vennont Yankee, for more than 
the required EPZ ( emergency 
planning zone) of 10 miles 
radius to at least a 25 mile 
radius, 

- that more than the one fre.e 
tab of KI (potassium iodide)per 
person for daily radiation thyroid 
protection be made available to 
the public in the extended zone, 

- assurance that receiver facil
ities such as Greenfield 
Community College, Tumers 
Falls High School, and the 
Orange Annory, have several 
people on staff and also back-up 
staff who are responsible for 
evacuation scenarios, 

- staff to be familiar with the 
complexities and problems of 

evacution scenar
ios, communicate 
honestly with the 
public, describe 
their present capa
bilities for deconta
mination, and 
assess which cir
cumstances are 
beyond their con -
ti·ol, 

Sally Wilder is presented with the proceeds from the benefit pancake breakfast by 
Wendell Women's Club president, Bethany Maselli. 

- improved coor
dination betv.•een 
state and local 
police, fire, any and 
all emergency relat-
ed groups, with bi

Women's Club Helps Sally Wilder 
WENDELL The 
Wendell Women's Club 
held a wonderfully suc
cessful pancake breakfast 
on Saturday, February 
12th, at the Wendell town 
hall, to raise money for 
resident Sally Wilder, who 
recently lost her Davis 
Turn Road home to a fire 

on January 19th. Local and 
surrounding townspeople 
rallied in support of Sally's 
situation and raised 
$1,000 to help her get back 
on her feet Sally, her 
granddaughter and her two 
children escaped without 
injury on a frigid cold night 
with literally the clothes on 

their backs. Unfortunately, 
her home and possessions 
were a complete loss. 

Many local fire depart
ments responded to assist 
the Wendell fire depart
ment in putting out the fire. 
They had to deal with 
freezing cold temperatures 
and slippery conditions. 

annual meetings for 
updates, and fine 
tuning of the plan. 

An increased 25-
mile evacuation 
zone would include 
Orange and Athol, 
reach to the campus 
of the University of 
Massachusetts m 
Amherst, and 
extend far into the 
protected watershed 

of the Quabbin Reservoir. 

In othe1· news: 

Though he "made several 
inquiries, and nobody has said 
what was done was inco1Tect," 
board of health chainnan Donald 
Richardson acknowledged that a 
public hearing on recent changes 
voted to the town's septic regula
tions would probably go far to 
dispel the controversy which has 
been stiITed up. 

Richardson said that for six 
months the board of health has 
been at a standstill, one member 
refuses to honor the vote, and 
that he would not be against re
visiting the issue at the next 
meeting of the board of health, 
Monday Febrna1y 14th. 

Planning board member 
Diedre Cabral had written to the 
selectboard, critical of the zon
ing changes, which reduced sep
tic requirements from more 
sti-ingent figures to Title V fig
ures. 

Cabral told the selectboard on 
Febrna1y 9th that she was not 
against the changes specifically, 
but said she did not think that it 
was possible to "lessen resti·ic
tions without having a public 
hearing." 

"I feel that it might make the 
town vulnerable to suit some
time in the future, especially if 
people are unaware." 

Selectboard member 
Christine Heard suggested a 
hearing would at least "help to 
publicize" the changes. 

Cabral's position would seem 
to be suppo1ted by Chapter 11 1, 
Section 31 of Massachusetts 
General Laws, which states, "No 
regulation or amendment thereto 
which relates to the minimum 
requirements for subsurface dis
posal of sanita1y sewage as pro
vided by the state environmental 
code shall be adopted until such 
time as the board of health shall 
hold a public hearing thereon." 

The selectboard approved the 
appointment of Hany Williston 
to the board of health, to fill the 
remainder of the te1m vacated by 
Kanin Graton. 

Cabral submitted her resigna
tion from the Community 
Development Committee, to be 
effective immediately. 

Brian MeITick and Michael 
Mayo of the state's Depa1tment 
of Telecommunications and 

Energy met with the board to 
discuss the prospect of cable 
television coming to town. 

When MeITick asked for the 
closest cable access to the town, 
Wendell Depot resident Gary 
Amiro lamented, "I can see it 
from my house." 

Amiro originally called the 
agency to inquire of the possibil
ity of Time-Wamer extending its 
service line from Orange into 
Wendell Depot. 

Merrick explained he had 
misunderstood and assumed that 
Wendell had a commitinent from 
Time-Wamer to provide service. 
He and his colleague had driven 
out from Boston in order to 
advise the town on entering into 
an agreement with Time-Warner. 

He indicated that Time
Wamer or Comcast would be 
the likely available providers, 
but said it was unlikely Time
Wamer would be ready to extend 
from Orange because of cuITent 
legal issues it was immeshed 
with in Athol and Orange. 

Selectboard member Ted 
Lewis said the town had previ
ously been told there were not 
enough customers to interest a 
cable provider. 

MeITick suggested the town 
join with other communities 
such as New Salem or 
Shutesbmy to make the contract 
more "attractive". 

"A petition signed by resi
dents willing to pay for cable 
could get them interested." 

Mayo told the board that there 
are 40 towns that do not have 
cable in Massachusetts; 39 of 
them are west of Worcester. 

A draft counselling forum 
organized by Molly Kaynor will 
be held at the town hall from 2 -
4 pm. on Monday, Febrna1y 
21st, (Presidents Day). The 
forum will instruct potential 
draftees on "ways to be patriotic 
without going to war." 

Co-sponsored by the 
Traprock Peace Center, there 
will be a number of guest speak
ers. 

Kaynor said the fornm will 
featm·e draft counselors and vet
erans who will talk about how to 
obtain conscientious objector 
status and altematives to fighting 
ma war. 

The next Wendell selectboard 
meeting will be Wednesday, 
Febrna1y 23rd at 7 p.m. 
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Room With A Loomi 

Contemporary 
Crafts 

Fine Gifts 

440 Greenfield Road/Montague Mill ~~ 
367-2062 ~ 

HJ:~LE 
274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 

• ports & accessories 
• helmets 
• books 
• apparel 

ALLAN • DA YID • MELANIE 
Tel: (413) 863-9543 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

I III 

IVERSIDE : 
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DIATORS for CARS • TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
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Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's 

9 

Shea Theater 
The Shea Young Stage Company 

Present,_. 

Auxiliarv Police Reunion 
The Montague Auxiliary Police are shown in a 1950s photo. The 

organization of volunteers assisted regular officers with traffic 
and crowd control at public events. The auxiliaries were also 

linked to "civil defense" efforts in the early Cold War era. Former 
member William Klaus and his wife Anna would like to contact 

former members for a possible reunion. Call 367-2428. 

women's Wridnu Group Forming 
Starting in April, a new eight-week Women's Creative 
Writing Group will run on Tuesday evenings from 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. at the Turners Falls Women's Resource Center, 
148 L Street. The instructor, Carol Finneran, is certified in 
the Amherst Writers and Artists Method and is in her third 
year of running the Writer's Group at the center. The 
Women's Center offers a safe and supportive environment. 
Participants in the group write in response to exercises that 
are designed to encourage creative expression and 
increase confidence. Writers of all skill levels are encour
aged to take part in this program. Openings for women 
from the five villages of Montague are still available. For 
more information about this and other upcoming programs, 
please call Christine at 863-4805. This program is free and 
free childcare is provided. 

This poem (right) was written by a participant in the fall 
Writer's Group at the Turners Falls Women's Resource 
Center. 

The Montague Reporter will begin featuring a monthly 
poetiy page in April, to coincide with National Poetiy Month. 
The poetiy page editors - Chris Janke and Chris Sawyer
Laucanno - wannly welcome our readers to submit poems, 
(with the name of the poet and title of the poem at the top of 
each page) for consideration to: 

reporter-poems@montaguema net, or to Poems, 
Montague Repo1ter, 24 3rd Sti·eet. Tumers Falls, MA 01376. 
The editors reserve the right of final selection for publication. 

ROOTS 

Peter· 
Pan 

Directed by Trevor Davis 

February 25. 
Friday. Evening 8 pm 

February 26, 
Saturday. Matinee 2 pm 

Admission $5.00 
Reservalions 413.863.2281 

The Shea Theater 
71 Ave. A. Turners Falls. MA 

I am from a clothesline strung from the bedroom window to the pole out back, 
clothes hung neatly side by side, always blowing in a Monday breeze. 

I am from lemon-meringue pie cooling on the back hall cupboard, so good after 
Saturday night franks and beans, pass the ketchup please. 

I am from starry summer nights spent hanging out the window trying to see into 
the future of me. 

I am from cheap linoleum to lie on with my color book and crayons, so much 
nicer than the plain wooden floorboards of my grandmother's day, hard to scrub, 
hard to wax, full of boot mud in the cracks. 

I am from a God who hovered somewhere up above the alter at St. Joseph's 
church every Sunday, me in the side pew, hot, tired and count-the-red-hats bored, 
while the French priest sang "Domino Sugar on a Teaspoon," my version of his 
incomprehensible Latin. 

I am from a time when stealing from your neighbor's pear tree wasn't really a 
crime; 

From the days when kids walked to school (four miles a day) grateful for the 
diversions along the way (polliwogs in the spring, snowballs, icicles to chew on in 
winter). 

I am the cup of coffee and the spiraling cigarette smoke which eases the tired
ness of my mother's day. 

I am from a small, warm place I didn't know would change. 

Kay Fern 
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Paul & Melissa Newcombe 

58 Mormon Hollow Rd. 
Wendell MA 

(978) 544-0991 

• Most Makes & Models, 
Volvo a Specialty 

• Affordable Rates 

• 20 Years Experience 

• Serving Franklin & 
Hampshire County 

~~,:ii Brian~- San Soucie 
~~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 yea,s Certified • Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Beeper 290-1162 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric 5tore 

,.,_ ·, Cotton • Silks • Polyesters• Vinyls • Upholstery Material -

• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CilSJJ & CI:lBCKS ONLY 
"'JI; on.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 • Closed Mon. • June, July, August 

"" Power Square 

0 0 
Grccnfic:ld 

Negus Bt Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments ¥-1f1~!}VC 

w?9.1o p~~ People often come to see us 
becouse their porents 
and their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot kind of loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 

'The perfect remembrance· 

l~.. ~ 
'"' We engrc:ve 'f 

memories 
j that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE TI3-9552~ 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

Brian's Faucet & Freeze--up 

Repair 

CALL MARK & DULCIE LARANGE 
AND BE ... 

"LIVIN' EASY" 

~~ Qi 

SPA SALES & SERVICE 
SINCE 1976 
SERVICE ALL BRANDS 

CUSTOM BUILDING 
AND REMODELING 
SINCE 1970 
Llc#083647 

OFFICE: 413-774-2633 
CELL: 413-522-0366 

b--;tr-a~~ 
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New Salem Previews Tech School Budget Request for '06 
BY DOUG TURNER 
NEW SALEM - The selectboard 
has scheduled a special town 
meeting to be held Monday, 
March 14th at 7 pm. A ballot elec
tion will likely follow on Monday, 
March 28th. 

Department heads are encour
aged to submit "housekeeping" 
articles, for inclusion on the war
rant for the special town meeting. 
The wan-ant must be posted pub
licly two weeks prior to the meet
ing. 

There are three ruticles cmTent
ly slated for the wrurnnt. 

Residents will be asked to 
allow the town treasurer to bon-ow 
$225,000, at 4.5% to be repaid 
over a period of 20 years for the 
purpose of financing the shortfall 
on the expansion of the tov.rn 
libra1y. The loan will be contin
gent upon a proposition 2 1/2 debt 
exclusion oven-ide vote to be con
ducted March 28th. 

A second article will ask that 
the town appropriate additional 
funding for the boru·d of assessors' 
budget. The money is needed to 
supplement the assesso1's budget 
due to the hii-ing of an assessor's 

clerk earlier this year. 
The fee for services contract 

signed with the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments, for the 
town's accounting through June 
30th, 2005, may require addition
al funding. In addition there could 
be a need for money to pay for 
departmental software and equip
ment. 

A Franklin County Technical 
School (FCTS) budget update for 
2006 states that the school's 
administration received 
$8,350,785 in departmental 
requests for the coming year. An 
administrative team tried to pare 
dov.rn these requests to an "opera
tionally efficient level so that the 
district could maintain the same 
se1vices as provided in the 2004-
05 school year." 

Staff sala1-ies totaling $104,000 
were moved from the operating 
budget to grant funds, though the 
annual allocation from federal 
grants for special education and 
title one services continues to 
decline, putting more burden on 
the general operating budget. 

Requests for $154,000 in shop 
equipment were denied. 

For years the federal Perkins 
Grant has helped fund thousands 
of dollru·s in equipment requests 
annually. President Bush's pro
posed federal budget for 2006 
eliininates funding for the Perkins 
program. 

The FCTS administration is 
relying on the legislature to 
restore funding to this iinpo1tant 
care.er and technical education 
program. If funding is not 
restored, future operational bud
gets will bear the cost of lru-ge 
equipment requests. 

In addition, $113,100 in tech
nology hru·dwru·e and $23,500 in 
software requests had to be 
denied. The school's invento1y of 
computers is aging rapidly and 
many ru·e reaching the end of thefr 
useful life. 

Other county schools with 
approved renovation projects have 
been able to purchase new hard
ware through capital bonding; 
FCTS has not had that luXU1y. 

Textbook requests totaling 
$36,500 were denied. Only 
$9,000 can be funded in the bud
get. Like the computers, the 
school's textbook invent01y con-

tinues to age. Some ru·e more than 
10 years old. 

Requests for $28,400 m 
instmctional furniture replace
ment were denied. 

The budget does not restore 
cuts that occu1Ted in 2004, and a 
number of positions including 
guidance counselor, music 
teacher, libra1-ian, physical educa
tion teacher, and night custodian 
have been left out. 

Two special education teachers 
were moved to a self-supporting 
program. 

The school's adininistration has 
recommended a budget of 
$7,830,300 to the finance sub
committee of the school district. 

According to adininistrators, 
the 8.5% increase is necessruy to 
maintain the district's mission of 
providing a high quality vocation
al technical education. 

Several factors were recog
nized as the di-iving force behind 
the increase: 

- health insurance for employ
ees is projected to increase by 
18% 

- health insurance for retfrees is 
projected to increase by $86,000 

- employee retfrement costs are 
projected to go up by $101,500 

- electi-icity costs ru·e estiinated 
to 1-ise by $45,000 

- oil and heating costs ru·e pro
jected to rise substantially 

- a school lunch subsidy must 
be restored at $35,000 

- ti·anspo1tation costs are pro
jected to rise $32,500 

- a teacher's contract for 2005 
and 2006 must be settled. 

The preview says that employ
ee benefits, fixed costs such as 
electricity, heat, and salaries com
prise 90% of the total budget and 
consequently the administi·ation 
can only affect 10% of the budget 
with its recommendations. 

Residents are re1ninded they 
can meet individually with mem
bers of the tov.rn's selectboard, 
dm-ing selectinen's office hours, 
held once a month. The select
boru·d will hold office hours from 
6 - 8 p.m. on Febmary 21st in the 
Stowell Building. The next meet
ing of the entire selectboru·d will 
take place on Febmruy 28th at 7 
pm. 

Center -Prospect Neighborhood Monthly Meeting 
BY PAM AND JOHN HANOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Seventeen 
neighborhood people met at the 
Central Sti·eet School last F1-iday 
night (Febma1y 11th) to discuss 
the Prospect Street bridge and 
ti-affic and pedestrian patterns in 
the neighborhood. 

The neighbors agreed to send 
as many people as possible to 
attend the 25% design review 
meeting on Febmary 15th to see 
MassHighway's proposal for the 
b1-idge replacement, to make sm·e 
community concerns are 
addi·essed. The bridge should have 
some design detail consistent with 
the histo1-ic ru·chitecture of om· 
downtown and neighborhood 

Dear Louise, 
I'm interested in obtaining 

frumland in the greater Montague 
ru·ea on which to found a CSA 
vegetable, garlic and herb busi
ness. I have long loved the ru·ea 
for its diversity of residents, its 

area, such as metal work and ti-a
ditional lamppost lights. 

There needs to be a good side
walk for all the pedesti-ian ti-affic. 
Plantings and the possibility of 
murals were considered for mak
ing the bridge more attractive in 
both the sho1t and long run. The 
fire 1-isk raised by the difficulty of 
getting firetiucks onto Prospect 
was discussed. It was agreed to 
ask the depa1tment to consider 
reinstating the original 2006 dead
line for completion of the b1-idge 
because of the fire danger. 

The neighbors also discussed 
the recent removal of several bar
riers between Centi-al Street and 
Unity Street to provide easier 

beautiful scene1y, the BookMill, 
its cottage industries and its prox
imity to Northampton, 
Brattleboro and Boston. I have 
been an organic farmer for three 
years but have no savings with 
which to purchase land. Any ideas 
you could pass along would be 
greatly appreciated. Thank you 
ve1ymuch. 

- Farmer with a Cause 
Lacking Land 

Dear Lacking: 
I suggest visiting the CSA web 

page of the Alternative Fanning 

access for gru·bage, recycling, and 
emergency vehicles. Residents 
weighed the ti-ade-offs of the con
venience of reopened access to 
Unity Sti·eet with the awkward
ness of accommodating the two
way ti·affic on a single merging 
lane at the intersection, and con
cerns for the safety of neighbor
hood childi·en. 

Central Street had been closed 
to through ti-affic for five years, 
since the Prospect Sti·eet b1-idge 
was closed in 1999 due to crack
ing in the ban-el vault. A one-lane 
alley was sectioned off from Unity 
Street with Jersey ban-icades to 
allow residents of the eastern end 
of Prospect to exit the neighbor-

hood via Centi·al Sti·eet. Central is 
a naITow sti·eet with small yards; 
the street is used for playing and 
consti-icted by many pru·ked cars. 

The neighbors agreed to ask 
officials to install signs restricting 
the more dangerous tmns at the 
Central - Unity intersection. 
While the ban-iers are open and 
the bridge is still closed, the 
neighborhood group will monitor 
how the changed ti-affic patterns 
affect the neighborhood before 
recommending long-tenn solu
tions. The group knows that both 
its frunilies and other townspeople 
walk through the neighborhood, to 
enjoy the views from Prospect 
Street. School buses pick up and 

discharge childi·en at the Unity 
Street - Centi-al Sti·eet intersection. 
Residents want to make ce1tain 
the safety of pedestrians and 
school childi·en will be ensured as 
the ban-iers change and the b1-idge 
work proceeds. The group feels it 
is iinpo1tant that the neighborhood 
is actively involved in the deci
sions that affect the safety and 
quality of pedesti-ian as well as 
vehicular ti-affic in Tmners. 

The next meeting of the 
Central - Prospect Sti·eet neigh
borhood group will be on F1-iday, 
Mru·ch 11th, at 7 pm. Call Jay 
diPucchio at 863-8656 for info on 
the meeting location. 

Get help from the Montague Reporter's new advice columnist. Pet problems, love troubles, 
interior decorating disasters, all handled with confidentiality and aplomb. 

Email your questions t0: reporter _louise@montaguema.net, or write to 
Ask Louise c/o Montague Reporter, 24 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA O 1376 

Systems Information Center 
(www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/csa). 
There you'll fmd dozens of help
ful links, including ones for 
obtaining grants. 
Good luck! 

Dear Louise, 
I love eating Chinese food but 

need to lose 25 pounds. Which 
menu items at the China Gommet 
in Greenfield are lowest in fat and 
carbohydi·ates? I have heard these 
two items could be responsible 
for my weight gain. 

- Wanting a Winning Weight 

Dear Winning: 
The folks at China Gommet 

suggest that you consider thefr 
stir-fried and steamed menu 
items, which tend to be lower in 
fat and calories. If you're con
cerned about carbohydi·ates, you 
might try skipping the rice. 
(Incidentally, low-carb dieters 
may wish to read The Truth About 
Low-carb Foods in the June 2004 
issue of Consumer Reports maga
zine.) 

Regardless of the type of diet 
you choose to follow, one siinple 
tiuth remains: you must eat fewer 

calories than you bmn in order to 
lose weight. 

For some scientifically sound 
advice about nuti-ition, exercise, 
health, and weight loss, I recom
mend that you check out the 
Healthiems.gov Web site (The 
site offers a wealth of info1ma
tion, including the govemment's 
new 2005 Dietmy Guidelines for 
Amel'icans.) 

And don't forget to check with 
your doctor before you begin any 
weight-loss regimen! 

MINTMALLY INVASIVE 

TOL4.LLY ESTHETIC 

LAPINE TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

Turners Falls, MA 

Mark A. Wisniewski, D.D.S. 

773 Ave. A 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-4250 

4 Springfield St. 
Chicopee, J\!L4 

413-592-3530 

·~1·'./f'!,; 

8116mm films/35mm slides to DVD 
or VHS, PAL conversions/picture 

i(.\ • .• ' disks/Beta/Super 8mm/ {I{ t~~i.: 

~ •·•'.',, . '· U-matic/photo to DVD 

Bill and Kathy White 
Greenfield, MA (413) 773-7747 

Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows. 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863-9409 
FAX 413-863-3530 
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MONEY MANUAL 
Credit Card Companies Raising Rates to 25% Without Notice --Outrageous! 

BY FRANCES RAHAIM 
MONTAGUE CITY - Did you 
know that nearly all credit card 
applications contain a clause 
called 'Universal Default?' What 
exactly is universal default, and 
how can it affect you? 

Well, you can bet it is not to 
your benefit, and that it profits 
the credit card companies to the 
extent that they're willing to 
lobby against its abolition. 

In its simplest terms, the uni
versal default clause says that 
you agree to allow the creditor, 
without further authorization, to 
pull a copy of your credit report 
whenever they see fit, should 
you be approved for their card. It 
also, and perhaps even more 
importantly states that should 
they find ANY derogato1y credit 
such as a late payment to ANY 
creditor, they can then not only 

TSUNAMI 
continued from pg 1 

detennined to participate his 
mother even postponed his den
tist appointment. Students in 
Janet Diani's sixth grade class 
suggested a bake sale, which 
resulted in another $185 added 
to the tsunami relief ftmd. 

Amy Bernard's fifth grade 
sh1dent Daisy Whitcomb 
Skelton held her own read-a
thon, and collected $200, fo1ty 
dollars of which she contributed 
to the Hillcrest School supplies 
ftmdraiser and the rest to 
Sheffield's disaster relief 
ftmdraiser. 

The Hillcrest School commu
nity took pa1t in a project spon
sored by the Leverett Peace 
Pagoda. To assist shldents in the 
Galle province of Sri Lanka, 
principal Christine Jutres asked 
adults for help to sew book bags, 
and collected donations of pen
cils, notebooks, erasers, and 
stickers. 

"We were looking for some
thing more meaningful to our 

charge you a fee, but may also 
raise your interest rates. One 
company in Delaware charges a 
$39 fee and raises your rate to 
25%. 

Ouch, that smarts! Especially 
if you don't notice it on your 
statement. Many of these cards 
offer an extremely attractive 
introducto1y rate, or even a 'fixed 
rate' in order to appeal to con
sumers. However, should a 30-
day late show up on your credit 
repo1t - zing! 

Since a large number of cred
it repo1ts, (some say as high as 
85%) contain enors, the infor
mation the credit card company 
is viewing may not even be cor
rect. 

Trying to get them to reverse 
their decision is not as easy as 
you might imagine. Although 
they may require that you conect 

the enor on your credit report in 
order for them to lower their rate, 
the clause says they don't have to 
lower your rate again. 

All it takes is one 30-day late 
to cause several of your accounts 
irreparable harm. 

Senator Chris Dodd (D) of 
Connecticut has introduced a bill 
asking for better disclosure of 
universal default, but credit card 
companies argue they need the 

there were 
about 400 book 
bags made," 
she said. 

Relief efforts continue all over Indonesia 
photo 1111J11JJ.St1T'llodqyo.org 

The shldent 
cotmcil at 
Turners Falls 
High School 
planned a coin 
drive, and set 
jars in the cafe
teria with signs 
asking for 
spare change. 
Quotes were 
pulled from 

sh1dents' age groups (than col
lecting money)," said Jutres. 
"This was more hands on." 

The children all wrote letters 
and rocked them into the 24 bags 
they assembled. They also 
enclosed rehlffi envelopes in the 
hopes of sta1ting a conespon
dence with far off friends. 

Jutres first learned about the 
Galle school relief project from 
an article in the Hampshire 
Gazette. "It was a short time 
frame, but ve1y successful. With 
all the schools that paiticipated, 

newspapers 
and added to morning announce
ments, a.long with reminders 
a.bout the ftmdraiser. "It was 
great," sh1dent council advisor 
Cheryl Howard said. "You'd 
look in the jai·s and see fives and 
tens. Sh1dents and staff gave 
ve1y generously." A total of$360 
was collected and donated to the 
American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) for their 
Peace Keeping Network. 

Heather Batchelor, advisor 
for the Great Falls Middle 
School sh1dent council, also pro-

clause as a way of protecting 
their companies from late pay
ments. 

Since 1980, credit card fees 
have risen from 2.6 billion to 
21.5 billion dollars, and it 
appears there is no end in sight. 

What is perhaps most disap
pointing is that many people are 
trying to move to lower rate 
cards in order to pay their debt 
down. Then, without any notice, 
the once low rate on their card 
can be raised to above 20% in 
many cases, and a fee may be 
assessed as well. 

When asked about the bill, 
Senator Dodd had this to say. 
"I've never been able to get a bill 
passed of any major significance 
because [ the credit card compa
nies] are so big and so influen
tial. II 

The American Bankers 

posed a fundraiser, and for a 
month now Great Falls Middle 
School has been working toward 
its goal of raising $1000 for 
tstmaini relief. Cunently, a total 
of$702 has been collected at the 
middle school through coin dri
ves, a raffle, and Valentine card 
sales. Shldents have been bring
ing in change they have collect
ed from their fainily, and set out 
cans for change at local busi
nesses as well. "Instead of get
ting an extra treat at lunch, shl
dents are giving me change to 
put in the coin cans," Batchelor 
said. 

The proposed goal of $1000 
would ftmd the cost of one gov
ernment-built house in Sri 
Lanka. "They are small, one
room houses, with a basic out
door kitchen," Batchelor said. 
"But people (in the ai·eas affect
ed by the tstmaini) have been 
left with nothing, and this will 
help." The Great Falls Middle 
School fundraiser will conclude 
Friday, Febma1y 18th. 

Fifth grade teacher Mark 
Silvennan from Gill Elementa1y 
School coordinated a ftmdrais-

Association, in a statement to 
NBC News, says banks need 
universal default, arguing, 
"Outlawing this risk manage
ment tool would have the effect 
of either restricting credit or rais
ing the cost of credit for eve1y
one, and we would oppose it." 

South Dakota has no cap on 
interest rates and fees, and offers 
an attractive home for credit card 
companies. 

While cities like Sioux Falls 
are wanning up to the credit card 
industry, many say consumers 
are getting burned. 

For answers to all your life 
insurance, annuities and hard 

asset account questions, call Dr. 
Rahaim at 413-773-3330. 

email: dr@Jnoneymanual.com 
http://W1vw.moneymanual.com 

ing project as well, and the 
ongoing coin drive has been a 
wonderfol success. "Buckley 
HealthCare Center donated a jar 
of pennies, which kind of kick
started it," Silvennan said. "I'm 
impressed with how people 
arotmd the area have con
tributed; people have donated 
tens and twenties, not just spai·e 
change." 

There is no set conclusion 
date to the Gill Elementary 
School ftmdraiser. "When the 
jars fill up, we'll have to think 
about setting a limit." 

The giant wave that killed 
over 160,000 people ai·ound the 
Indian Ocean left millions 
homeless and without the basic 
necessities of life. The tmmet 
needs ai·e still great, and students 
in the Gill-Montague schools 
have stepped up to the plate 
admirably, coordinating their 
efforts with local organizations, 
and working on their own to 
help make this world a better 
place. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

MATTHEW EDWARDS 
O'w'NER • CLIMBER 

INSURED 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

62 MOITT'On Hollow Rood • Millers Falls, MA O 1349 

978 544 7452 

(L~$3@f!l@ ~ fL@!it!JfJ@(r 
Auto~a/e$ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

Locally OWJ]ed since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

Geri Johnson 
~RB,CRS,GRI 

Geri Johnson i iSSooares 
REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

11 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

, COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
MASS INSPECTION STATION 

NO. 13051 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. 

413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

,_._OIV l'RAU •o..,•..,o.., 
SITA LANG 

(413) 854-7569 
CUM-OUJS MIO lfAUIJ • 5llow ,..,,.. ' 

We h~ you sort through or haul tN:SY unwanted stuff in your 
attic, basement, garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

of just about anything! FREE gstimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 
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Abolt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
PC REPAIRS AND UPGRADES 

QUICKBOOKS SUPPORT & TRAINING 

MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

PC SETUP AND TRAINfNG 

413-367-0025 
al.ltface@bellatL-tntic.net 

Office Hours by Appointment 

JIIN HEif 
SPRINIHRAININS 

HBIIUPDAYS 
No lntorost/140 Poymollts 

for 6 months on select 
ndmg lawn mowers· JOHN DEERE 

NOTHING RVNS LIKf A DEERE--

GREAT LAWN CARE STARTS IN THE WINTER BECAUSE 

GREAT FINANCING 
STARTS NOW. 

1 •. 1 finaocino 'or24 months 
1 • , i • onthele!t8ntl.iry,depend;il:,li 

, John Oooro 4000 TWENTY 
SetiestrnctMS. 

-

Gi:i139%APRGo;lllt:ing:i~d 
$300 off on ;,II John OH re 
Buck ond Troit Suck ATVs. 

CHECK OUT THESE OFFERS AND MORE 
AT YOUR DEALER TODAY! www.JolrnOeere.com/Homeowners 

"Orters end 02/28/2005, some remiclions au:,1y;o1ner s~ecia1 rates tncl terms mty be ava11a11re, so see your ciealer tor details 
and Olh1:r finauc,ng cplrons. Ava lablEI al pan1crpal111g d1:atars. •n St.bJtlct to <1pp10vYd cuuf1! on John De~rY CrYd1l R~volv1ny 
Plan, a service of FPC Financial t.s.b. After promotional perioo finance charges will begin lO accrue at 13.9'4 APR.A $0,50 
par rnonth minirnu,o fiuancy tha1ga may bY ,equiutd. Uixrn d1daull ttui i11la1ast ratit may 1ncrt1asa to 19.8% APR. tSrbjact lo 
approved creclit on John Deere Credit Installment Piao. 113.9% APR ·stor Qualified buvers. John Deere ATVs are tor use only 
by those au Yd 16 and otdar. John Oitara ratommanr.ls that all ATV ridws ta kit a traM1ino cours1:. For safatvaod lraininamforrna
rion, seevour dealer or in the U.S. call the .ATV Safetv Institute at 1-800·887-2887. ATVs Can Be Huardous To Opeiate. For 
yom 1.af•ty, :1lw:·,y,:; "'"iu ;i hatnut, ayc:i proh<cttcu1, ;md flU)tu1:hva clbihi119. Nuvi.r <::'lrry p:,1,,;angeri.. J,:,1111 Oc:aarci',; grlu,n :ind 

yellow color scheme, the l<l:aping doer symb(II, and JOHN DEERE aro tradomerhof Oocrc & Company, 

B7JBUSPl0647 SAICIY~li,ewitliit QEqual OJ:4x,rtunily 1.e.--
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POL.ICE LOG 
Domestic Disturbance 

Thursday 2-10 
12:30 p.m. 
- was arrested on a straight war
rant. 

10:35 p.m. Report of a domestic distur
bance at a Central Street address. 
Found to be verbal only. One party left. 

Friday 2-11 
8:58 a.m. After a motor vehide stop, 

was arrested and charged with oper
ating a motor vehicle after revocation of 
license. 

8:27 p.m. Report of a suspicious ~rson 
at a Farren Avenue address. 

arrested on a straight warrant. 

10:04 p.m. Report ofa fight on Avenue A. 
Officer told there was no fight, everything 
was fine. 

11:23 p.m. State police reported receiv
ing a call from a cellular phone about a 
fight on Avenue A. Over on arrival. 

Saturday 2-12 
1:34 a.m. Report of an assault at a 2nd 

Street address. Found to be a mutual 
fight. One party left; the other was 
advised of court options. 

11:21 a.m. Report of an assault at a 
Woodland Drive address. Found to be a 

arrested and charged with 
assault and battery. 

427 p.m. Report of a domestic distur
bance at a Dell Street residence. Found 
to be verbal only. One party left for the 
night. 

Sunday 2-13 
207 p.m. Caller requested officer at an X 
Street residence. Female juvenile arrest
ed and charged with domestic assault 
and battery. 

502 p.m. Report of domestic distur
bance at an Avenue A address. Found to 
be verbal only. 

954 p.m. Report of a domestic distur
bance at a 2nd Street residence. 

was 
arrested on a default warrant and also 
charged with domestic assault and bat-

tery and assault and battery with a dan
gerous weapon. 

Monday2-14 
7:58a.m.----

- w~ 
~ed with possession of a controlled 
substance in a school zone and posses
sion of a Class D drug. 

519 p.m. Report of a gas drive-off at 
Cumberland Farms. Found to be an 
error. Subject forgot to pay and returned 
to do so. 

Tuesday 2-15 
324 p.m. Officer flagged down by school 
bus driver reported juveniles fighting on 
bus. Officer spoke with students and par
ents. 

4:03 p.m. After a motor vehide stop on 
Millers Falls Road, 
- was arrested on a 
default warrant and charged with pos
session of a Class D drug. 

Wednesday 2-16 
12:59 a.m. Report of someone pounding 
on a door at a Dell Street residence. 
Gone on arrival. 

A Winter Get-Aw-ay 
BY JOE PARZYCH 
GILL - A woman we will iden
tify as Jane Doe, a fo1mer resi
dent of Gill, recently got an 
invitation to go on a trip to 
Maine, on sho1t notice. The per
son issuing the invitation was 
leaving immediately, and was 
coming to pick up Jane, ve1y 
sho1tly. 

"I only had time for a quick 
shower," she said. "I didn't have 
time to call and tell anyone. I 
left my apa1tment in a shambles 
- dishes in the sink, wet towels 
on the bathroom floor, and the 
living room in disainy. I only 
had enough time to throw a few 
clothes and a bathing suit into a 
suitcase, and away we went." 

The problem arose when her 
daughter phoned and couldn't 
get ahold of her. The daughter 
called siblings, and Jane's 
grandchildren. Relatives hadn't 
heard or seen anything of her. 

People hadn't seen her in 
church, which was ve1y unusu
al. Others reported that Jane 
hadn't been answering their 
phone calls, either. A concerned 
group gathered at her house. 
The apartment door was locked 
and Jane's car was in the drive
way. It looked bad. By now, 
they were thinking in temis of 
finding a body, and called the 
police. But the police were 
reluctant to break down the 
door, since Jane had not been 
missing for 24 hours. 

Fearing she was lying uncon
scious, or worse, the daughter 
persuaded the landlord to 
unlock the door. A small anny 
of people paraded through the 
obviously ransacked apartment, 
fearing abductors had made off 
with her. Then someone 
recalled Jane saying she was 
frustrated about something, and 
that she was ready to slit her 

throat. The assembled mob 
searched closets and tmder the 
bed and fotmd nothing but mm
pied clothes, leaving them to 
wonder if she had gone off 
somewhere to hide, to take her 
life. 

Meanwhile, Jane and her 
friend were in Maine, living it 
up at a luxmy hotel, swimming 
in an indoor pool, and lotmging 
in a hot h1b overlooking the 
ocean. When I got in touch with 
her, Jane was laughing so hard 
she could hardly talk to tell me 
about it. In the meantime, she 
said she got another invitation, 
this time to go to Florida with 
much of the expenses paid by 
her host. Jane has her bathing 
suit and camera all packed, and 
she's ready to go. But this time, 
she's going to tidy up her apa1t
ment and notify people about 
her plans before she leaves. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~issance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

1• O' J New I,_. JI.JI ae Weekend 

Espresso ♦ Cappuccino ♦ Lattes ~IA·') Hours 
~ -• Great Casua{ Atmoq:Jliere ~ 

• Crear ceffec,_pastrics. ;;;-
and 6realfast servd a[{ ,fay. 

• Dcfi sancfwicfics a,u{ wrC!f'S arc 
avai{a6fefor limcfi. 

Mcn•Fri 
7to2:30 

Sat&Sun 
7to4 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 / (413)863-2800 / Zach Fellom • Owf\:lr 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Northampton '" • -:: ) 
Party World 1•• 

39 Carlon Dr. 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413) 586-5995 

Greenfield 
Party Center 

18 Main St. 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 773-3035 

FIT FIGURES 
ss Training Fitness Center 

Sandra Parsons 
Fltness Consultant • (413) 423-3954 

• Yoga • RAMP Cardio Classes 
• Nutrition Plans 

• Fully adjustable machines 

55 French King Hwy • Erving 
In the French' King Entertainment Center 

/ AMA✓ _A}: Come to us for 
~[7~ all your printing needs! 

I - I • Business Cards 
~ ~ • Cnlor Copies . 
~NU ~~ • Pnnts From Disk 

• Laminating 
180 Main Street • Carbonless Forms 

Greenfield, MA 01301 • Oversized Copies 
77 4-3500 And Much More! 
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GREEN 
continued from pg 1 

prompted Millers Falls resident 
Jeanne Goh-ick to suggest 
spreading out the planting of 
the memorial trees throughout 
Montague's five villages rather 
than in one location, as had 
been previously considered. 
The selectboard must approve 
the spending of town funds, 
including the $5,000 allocated 
to the Releaf Program. 

Selectboard member Pat 
Pruitt said she thought 
Goh-ick's idea had merit. This 
prompted selectboard chair Pat 
Allen to publicly raise the idea 
of forming a "greening" com
mittee here in Montague. 

"I know people have talked 
about this in the past, and I 
know that our money for plant
ing trees is very minimal," said 
Allen. "I think it would be great 
if people came fo1ward to get 

involved on the committee." 
Local residents may wish to 

help organize the committee, 
figure out what the best areas 
are for planting trees or suggest 
places that should be consid
ered, she said. 

"I could see a list getting 
fairly long," said Allen, adding 
that anyone interested should 
contact the selectboard office. 
"This program, if encouraged, 
could clearly go on for many 
more years." 

Last year, the town consid
ered planting the memorial 
trees in the 2nd street alley, 
behind the Shea Theater, and 
were looking for sources of 
funding with which to hire a 
designer to implement the 
planting, said Abbondanzio. 

"We tried to get the biggest 
bang for our buck. We were 
looking for sources of funding 
to plant up the 2nd Street alley. 
It's such a confined area to do 
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that we would have had to mas- memorializing the commtmity's 
ter plan eve1yone's backyards," loved ones in a ve1y visible, 
he said, because the yards are park-like environment but also 
private property. "There wasn't aesthetically enhancing the 
enough space to do it in public landscape of Tumers Falls for 
space, and we would have had residents and visitors alike as 
to hire a designer to do the they cross the bridge into town. 
plan." Ziomek was interested in the 

Plus, he said, the point of the plan, said Abbondanzio, and 
program is to memorialize thought the trees could be 
community residents who have planted with voltmteer labor by 
passed on, and he feels a more the Friends of the Great Falls 
visible public site would be bet- Discovery Center (the tenns of 
ter suited to the project. the Releaf program prohibit 

With this in mind, last fall spending money on labor to 
Abbondanzio asked the Great plant the trees). Another advan
Falls Discovery Center tage of using the Discove1y 
(GFDC)'s then-director Dave Center, Abbondanzio said, is 
Ziomek if he would be interest- that the GFDC site plan includ
ed in having the Center host the ed a soil analysis and decisions 
memorial trees. The GFDC had on which varieties of indige
originally done a landscaping nous trees would be suitable for 
plan for the site that was more the available landscaping 
ambitious than they could space. However, the idea of 
afford, said Abbondanzio, who planting trees there was put on 
envisioned the trees not only hold when Ziomek left to take a 
fulfilling their purpose of job in Amherst last November. 

Allen said that the GFDC 
site, as well as Peskeomskut 
Park (which the town hopes to 

Sandy Miner, from Ervingside, suggests we offer a column for people to share favorite family 
recipes. We think that's a good idea, and welcome any of our readers to send in recipes they might 

like to share. To get us started, here is one of Sandy's own favorites. 

re-landscape with $320,000 in 
block grant funds this year), 
areas in Lake Pleasant, and 
Millers Falls could all benefit 
from newly planted trees. SANDY MINER'S 

HEALTHY VEGGIE SOUP 
Makes about 6 quarts of soup 

I usually make a large pot of soup each week 
during the fall and winter. It makes for great 
healthy lunches, and there's always plenty to 
share no matter how many of the family show up 
at mealtime. 

The Healthy Veggie soup is one I make ve1y 
often for my family. The veggies listed are only a 
guideline, as you can omit or add any vegetables 
depending on your taste, or on what you can find 
at the grocers. 

This soup gets better each time you reheat it. It 
makes a hearty meal when a side of bread is 
added. 

Soak overnight 
½ bag of dried Beans for Soup 

(there are a wide variety of beans to choose 
from) 

Rinse beans under cold water 
Place in large pot (at least 6 quarts for this ver

sion) 
Add 

5 cans Swanson Chicken Broth (14 
ounces each) 100% Fat Free 33% less sodium 

Bring to boil and then tum down to simmer for 
about two hours to soften beans 

Add 
1 potmd of carrots (shredded or sliced 

thin) 
1 box frozen com 
couple handfuls of fresh sliced string 

beans 
2 onions sliced 
small zucchini (sliced) 
small summer squash (sliced) 
1 can (28 ounces) Del Monte Diced 

Tomatoes seasoned with garlic and onions 

1 bag of fresh baby spinach or regular 
spinach ( chopped) 

Bring to a boil (at this point you could transfer 
soup to slow cooker) and then tum down to sim
mer for about two hours. 

I don't add any salt, as this is a "healthy ver-
sion". 

You may also make a smaller amotmt of soup, 
but it does improve in flavor eve1y time you 
reheat, and it's a great soup to share. Enjoy with a 
slice of fresh bread or a few crackers! 

• MA 

/ 
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"That could also allow folks 
to specify where they'd like 
their memorial trees to go," she 
said. "It makes sense to have a 
committee that could work on 
this. The committee in 
Greenfield has been successful 
and I suspect (a similar com
mittee in Montague) would 
work closely with our own 
highway department and our 
tree warden. 

"Anything we can do to keep 
green space in our environment 
helps our environment. It is 
good for our ecology and for 
our air quality to have a maxi
mum of natural elements to 
give us some oxygen," Allen 
said. "It's not just good for the 
atmosphere, but it also softens 
the neighborhoods. It has a 
sound deadening quality. It 
gives you a peaceful, good feel
ing to have trees arotmd. It 
gives you shade. . . . I think 
stone memorials and benches 
are excellent, but having trees, 
especially if they're native to 
this area, would definitely 
enhance the environment." 

Nowadays there is $7,000 
allocated in the highway 
department's budget for the 
town's annual tree work. 
Montague's tree warden, Mark 
Stevens, is both a full-time 
employee of the highway 
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department and the town's 
elected tree warden. 

Tom Bergeron, superintend
ent of the Depa1tment of Public 
Works, said he works closely 
with Stevens to determine 
"what trees need to be worked 
on, serviced, trimmed, pnmed, 
cut and replanted. 

"When we take a call, he 
gets the message. He'll go and 
inspect the tree," said Bergeron. 

Depending on how much is 
leftover in the budget after 
emergency tree work is com
pleted (trees or large branches 
falling because of stonns, for 
instance), new trees can be 
planted. If a tree falls near to or 
onto electrical wires, Bergeron 
must call Western 
Massachusetts Electric to deal 
with the emergency. If they 
cannot come, he must hire an 
outside tree crew, which he said 
costs about $800 a day. 

Last year the highway 
department planted between 
five and ten trees of various 
vaneties, purchased from 
Stewart's Nurse1y on Millers 
Falls Road, as the town does 
not have a nursery of its own, 
Bergeron said. The highway 
depa1tment maintains the trees 
by watering them daily in diy 
spells or as needed during 
rainier weeks, but if homeown
ers who live near to the yotmg 
trees offer to water them, 
Bergeron said he appreciates 
the help. Often the new trees 
replace ones that had to be 
taken down for one reason or 
another. Homeowners appreci
ate the planting of a new tree in 
front of their homes, he said. 

"We'll take down old dead 
(trees) and grind the stumps. 
Mark (Stevens) keeps a list and 
with whatever extra money we 
have we'll plant new trees. We 
can't take a tree down and put 
up a new one right away 
because of the cost and because 
we take down so many more 
than we put up," Bergeron said. 

So far, there is presently 
$3,000 left in the "tree work" 
budget. If winter sto1ms drop 
more "wet, heavy snow" on 
Montague, Bergeron said he 
doesn't know how much will be 
left after emergency tree work 
is completed. 

Anyone interested in helping 
to form a "Greening of 
Montague Committee" should 
contact the selectboard office at 
863-3204. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Specializing in unique hair desigm: 

~~Ila 
THE SALON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 1-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

24-IIOUR I BIRNEI 
SEmCE 

24-NOUR 
~ PlUMBING 

SEmCE 

%1 llCENSm 
'/!ii IlCH

NICIANS 

#M105Ba (MA) 
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Washington's Friend at the 
Erving librarv 

The Erving Public Libraiy 
will host "George 
Washington's Friend" on 
February 22nd, at 4:00 p.m. 
This educational and enter
taining program features his
torical interpreter Kim 
Grego1y as a friend of our 

first president. Learn some 
interesting facts and popular 
misconceptions about our 
first president's early years. 
This event is free and open to 
the public. For more info1ma
tion call the libra1y at 
423-3348. 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

carpentrv 
No job too small - General Carpentry and 
Home Repairs. Custom shelves a special
ty. Call David. 625-9584 

compilers 
Tracknology Custom software. data base 
development and web design Call 413-
367-0149. 

Real Estate 
Reynolds Properties - A friend for the 
buyer, someone to represent you' 
Consulting. buyer representation, 20+ 
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds. ABR, 
CRS, GRI. Call 367-2425. (413) 256-
8553. 

Help Wanted 
CONSULTING: Helping youth investigate 
business ideas. The Brick House seeks 
consultants to help youth investigate busi
ness possibilities in arts-related skills. 
Call (413)863-9576 to receive the full 
request for proposals (RFP). 

Can You Sell? The Montague Reporter is 
looking for an Advertising 
Director.Can you help us grow? 
Display, Business Cards, and Classified 
Ads. Work by commission. Submit 
resume and work history: reporterAds@ 
Montague MA.net or 413-863-8666 

Services 
COHERENT CONSULTING - Develop 

your vision for healthy communities, 
ecosystems and businesses. 
Grantwriting, strategic planning, 
Ecological Footprinting, technical and pro
ject support 978.724.0108. 

For Sale 
SEE EVERYTHING YOU MISSED in the 
Montague 250th Anniversary Parade: 
every float, every band, and all the crowd. 
Are you in this video? Call MCTV 863-
9200 to order. Also for sale: Turners Falls 
Girls Softball Championship Game video
tape. Both tapes on sale now Greenfield 
Savings Bank in Turners or by calling 
MCTV at 863-9200. 

'Finding Treasures at the Gill Store 
Skeleton 33'tall on Metal base 
(Smithsonian) $175.00, Newspaper 
Bundling Box (Plowhearth) $45.00. Pair 
of Porcelain Dolls 105" (American Family 
1986) $50.00, Aluminum Roof Snow 
Rakes. B.O. 863-9006 after 12:00 noon 

Forlease 
PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR 
LEASE - 3600 SF Office or Light 
Industrial Space 3 Phase 400 Amp 
Service - Off Street Parking. Very 
Convenient Location - Close to Rt.2 & 1-
91. Call 413-863-4346. 

wanted 
ELECTRIC TREADMILL 
Call 863-2223. 

Reporter ClassHieds: 
S5 for 20 wtr•s per week; .10 per 
additioaal wonl. can: 413-863-8666 

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 

.10 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for __ for __ weeks. 
Name Phone ______ _ 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Ellis' Life of Washington a Good Read 
BY KYLE J. SCOTT 

Biographer Joseph Ellis has 
done another outstanding job, 
researching the character of 
George Washington for his new 
work, "His Excellency, George 
Washington". Its scholarship 
and readability echo Ellis' 
works on the life of John 
Adams, Passionate Sage, and 
Thomas Jefferson, American 
Sphinx. The author draws upon 
his research and extensive 
knowledge of the American 
Revolution and post
Revolutiona1y histo1y to give us 
a lively, well-rounded picture of 
Washington the man, the times 
he lived in, and the young coun
tly he helped to shape. 

Drawing from the freshly 
catalogued papers on the life of 
Washington in the collection of 
the University of Virginia, the 
author outlines his subject in 
crisp and cleai· detail. He delves 
into the personal life of our 
nation's first president, showing 
us his psyche and his relation
ships. We see his positive traits 
as well as his sho1tcomings. 
Washington's stoicism and his 
need to be in conti·ol are shown 

to be prima1y traits for a man 
whose ambition would help 
cany him to the height of polit
ical power. 

The book takes us from the 
ve1y beginning of Washington's 
life through all his st11.1ggles and 
achievements. It shows us the 
young man who traveled htm
dreds of miles into the frontier 
wilderness on horseback and 
along raging rivers by canoe. 
His role as land surveyor, com
mon soldier and diplomat took 
him to many ai·eas not well trav
eled in the early days of 
America's history. Ellis gives us 
accotmts of Washington's first 

Inilita1y victories, as well as his 
defeats. 

The book is an easy read, and 
continues to hold your attention 
from the first page to the last. 
The Revolutiona1y War is 
brought into particularly clear 
perspective. Ellis makes the 
interesting point that 
Washington's Inilita1y genius 
was not in winning battles. 
"Indeed, he lost more battles 
than any victorious general in 
modem histo1y". 

Ellis takes the title for his 
book from an address in 1775, 
after Washington was named 
commander of the Continental 
Army. The term "His 
Excellency" was thought to be a 
ve1y respectful way to acknowl
edge the great man. Yet it was 
far from the English form of 
address, "His Majesty." 

In all, we see the portrait of a 
man. The author has done a 
great service with this new 
work on the life of Washington. 
Pick up Ellis's new work at your 
local bookstore or libra1y today; 
you'll be in for an interesting 
read. 

lrlllflls ■SG1111Vlllllr Nol Spol Teen Cenle, 
llllllllr II Eve• 

NOTE: All Programs listed below are free and open 
to the public. Facilities are accessible. Great Falls 
Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls. 
Saturday, February 19th 

Valley Rocks 
10:30 - 11:30 am. 

Our valley was shaped by volcanoes, earthquakes, 
and glaciers! Schoolchildren with adults are invited 
to examine rock samples and act out how rocks 
arrived here with Gini Traub, Regional EE 
Coordinator for the Mass Department of 
Conservation and Recreation. 
Saturday, February 26th 

Valley Birds 
11 am. & 2 pm. 

Visitors are invited to join Sue Cloutier, of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, on either of these guided 
tours of birds in our habitat displays, videos and the 
Eagle Cam. 

Saturclap, 19th • Open Mic, 6-9 
Tuesdap, 22nd • Drop-in hours, 12 - 8 
Wednesdap, 2Jrcl • Field Trip to Eric 
Carle Museum of Picture Boo!:? Art, 1-5 
Thursdap, 24th • Technology Drop-in 
hours, 3-5 
Movie Night, 6-8 
Fridap, 25th • Locl:?-in with games, 
movies, pizza, 6 p.m. - 10 a.m. on Sat. 
Mondaps - Ongoing Digital Arts 
Project 

All of these programs are free (except 
some skate trips) and open to local 

teens. Some require permission slips. 
For more info about any of these events 

or programs please call Jared 
at 863-9559. 

Teen Center located in 
The Brick House Community Center 

24 Third St, Turners Falls 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 '4~\tfl Of 
Easy in-town Iocatioo s:~ 
Secure 24-hour access ~iN\Al\.l 

OFFICE AT so CHAPMAN STREET. GREcNFIELD, MA l((\I 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors ~) \, 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

Real Estate & Modular Homes 
Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 

Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

131 Avenu~ A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

"EVERY ARTIST'S DREAM" 
EDIE 

a novel by 

Edie Graveline 
$12.00 at 

FIRE HOUSE BOOKS 
V.YERY ARTl5"'.f8 

DREA~1 

Rt: Al E •l ,\ rt 

BENCHMARK 
&l_RATT 

413-863-8057 
edieieio@comcast.net 

BERNARD). MONKIEWICZ, JR. 

REALTOR® 

Hayburne Building • 55 Federal Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
Office: 413-774-1200 Desk: 413-774-1221 
e-mail: bemie@benchmark-pratt.com 

Joel Tognarelli 
123 Avenue A 
Turners Falls 1\iiA 

(413) 863-2295 
Store Hours: M-W-F 9-3pm 

Tu-Th 9-4pm 

TOGNARELU HEATING AND COOLING 

Specializing in Repair and Installation 
of Gas and Oil Boilers, Water Heaters, 

Ranges, Fire Places and Piping 

Quality and Comfort at a 
Reasonable Price 

DOLAN & t50t:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PtR~~~Hl l~J~R~, Will~~ t~rn1t~, W~RHffl'~ rnmr 
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ARTS & ENTERTAI 

FRI, SAT AND SUN 
FEB. 18TH, 19TH AND 20TH 
Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School pres
ent Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
JOSEPH and the AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAM
COAT 
Directed by Nick Waynelovich 
at the Turners Falls High School 
Auditorium, Turnpike Road, 
Turners Falls. Friday and 
Saturday shows at 8 p.m., 
Stmday show a 2 p m. matinee. 
Tickets $8 adults; over 65 and 
under 18: $7. For rese1vations 
or info call ( 413) 863-9341. 
Stmday is the last chance to buy 
raffle tickets at the school play
concession table for the Spring 
Cape Cod Getaway ftmdraiser 
to benefit the TFHS marching 
band. Tickets only $20, the win
ner will be drawn at the play! 
It could be you! 

SATURDAY, FEB. 19TH 
Chris Smither with special guest 
Nick Plakias at Coffee and Soul. 
Performance at All Souls 
Unitarian-Universalist Church 
399 Main St., Greenfield. 7:30 
p.m. (413) 773-5018. 

Third Saturday Contra Dance 
with Blue Sky at the Guiding 
Star Grange Hall, 401 Chapman 
Street, Greenfield. 8:00 to 11:30 
p.m. (413) 774-2830. 

MONDAY, FEB. 21ST 
For all ages in the Concord 
Museum on Presidents Day: A 
specially-designed presidential 
museum hunt, birthday cake in 
honor of George and Abe and a 
children's take-home activity! 
Montague resident Tim Van 
Egmond presents History 
Comes Alive in Stories and 
Songs at 10 a.m. as pa1t of the 
Warm Words Storytelling 
Festival that runs Feb. 19th 
through Presidents Day. $15 
Adult/Child(age 3-12) Pair; 
Additional Child or Adult $7 • 
by reservation. Call the Concord 
Museum at (978) 369-9763 for 
a complete listing of all Wann 
Words sto1ytellers or to make 
reservations. All Wa1m Words 
fees include same-day Museum 
admission. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 23RD 
Family Full Moon Snowshoe 
Bring the whole family to learn 
how to navigate like nochrrnal 
creahires, pretend to be preda
tors sneaking up on prey and 
answer riddles about what ani
mal families are up to in the 
winter woods. Held at 
Northfield Motmtain Recreation 
Area located on Route 63 in 
Northfield. 5:30 to 7:30 pm. 
For ages 6 and older. Pre-regis
tration required 800-859-2960. 
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FRIDAY, FEB. 25TH 
A Bouquet of Music Concert 
Series - Stoneleigh Burnham 
Octet with Cindy Meese, direc
tor. Concerts take place in 
Franklin Medical Center's main 
lobby. 164 High Street, 
Greenfield. Noon to 1 :00 pm. 
(413) 773-2573. 

Fourth Friday Contra Dance 
with David Kaynor & 
Greenfield Dance Band at the 
Guiding Star Grange Hall, 401 
Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00 
p.m. - midnight. (413) 367-9380 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
FEB. 25TH & 26TH 
The Shea Young Stage 
Company presents an adapta
tion of J.M. Ban1e's 
PETER PAN 
Directed by Trevor Davis. The 
Friday show is at 8 p.m.; the 
Sah1rday show is a 2 pm. mati
nee. Admission is $5. For reser
vations or more info call ( 413) 
863-2281. The Shea Theater, 71 
Avenue A, Ttrrners Falls. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 26TH 
Wendell Full Moon 
Coffe.ehouse presents the 
Reggae Allstars. Local reggae 
musicians perfo1m, to benefit 
Friends of Wissatinnewag. For 
more info visit www.wendell
fullmoon.org. FYI, Mark Erelli's 
peifonnance, which was can
celled due to a good old New 
England Nor'easter has been 
rescheduled for June 25th, 
again to benefit the Wendell 
Open Space Committee 

Television and film star Frank 
Rtmyeon will bring his 
acclaimed perfo1mance of the 
Gospel of Mark to St. Mary's 
Church, 90 Seventh St., Turners 
Falls. One night only, 7 p.m. His 
perfomance of the Gospel of 
Mark is set in the catacombs of 
Rome by candlelight and is enti
tled AFRAID! It's text is the 
Gospel of Mark, translated into 
contempora1y American speech. 
It is a play that is approp11ate for 
the whole family. Tickets, $10 
adults; $5 sh1dents. For more 
info call (413) 863-2585. 

The Gathering Place at First 
Pa11sh of Northfield, Unitarian 
offers card and board games, 
mah-jong lessons, open mike 
for musicians and writers, cof
fee & light fare on the last 
Sah1rday of every month from 7 
to 10 p.m. 72 Main Street, for 
more info call 498-5957. 

Hilltown Folk presents Fenon, 
7:30 pm. at Memorial Hall 
Shelburne Falls. With 12 
albums under her belt, including 
a 4-star rating from Rolling 
Stone Magazine, Fenon releas-

es her new CD, Songs From A 
Goatpath, recorded with the 
same musicians as on her infa
mous Testimony. Fe1rnn fans 
will be out in droves for this 
show; but there's still room for 
the uninitiated. Fenon is a 
remarkable singing poet, truth
teller and humorist. Your heart 
and spirit will not go untouched. 
Tickets $17 advance/$20 door. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 27TH 
Got Kids? Family Dance at the 
Montague Grange: child-friend
ly contradancing at 4:00 p.m. -
dance caller Diane Sanabria. 
The Montague Grange contin
ues this wonderful family series, 
now in its fourth year. The 
series goes through April and 
features family-style contra 
dancing, paced for little feet (no 
age restriction) or adult begin
ners, in a beautifol, restored his
toric building, across from the 
Town Commons in pichiresque 
Montague Center. Each dance is 
on the last Sunday of the month, 
from 4:00 to 5:30 pm., priced a 
sliding $5-$10, and includes a 
light snack. 

ONGOING EVENTS 
Now through February 26th 
The Fiber Art Center in Amherst 
is delighted to annotmce its first 
exhibit of works created by its 
sh1dents. Selected Fiber Art 
Center Student Works nms 
through February 26th. It 
includes works from both adults 
Gm1ed) and children (tmjuried) 
based on ideas and techniques 
learned in classes taught at the 
FAC. For more information 
contact the FAC at (413) 256-
1818 or go to www.fiberartcen
ter.com. 

Now through February 26th 
On display at Galle1y 267: Erin 
Green - "Simplify" and Randy 
Gobeil - "Waiting in Vain ... " 
Green's paintings are a geomet
ric exploration of the human 
form using layers of deep, 
vibrant color. Gobeil's work 
questions how much ( or how lit
tle) we remember about people 
in everyday siruations. On dis
play at Galle1y 267 located at 
267 Main Street in Greenfield. 
Hours: Thursday & Sarurday 
10:00 to 6:00 pm., and Friday 
noon to 8:00 p.m. 413-774-
6323. 

Now through February 26th 
The Fiber Art Center in Amherst 
is delighted to annotmce its first 
exhibit of works created by its 
sh1dents. Selected Fiber Art 
Center Student Works nms 
through February 26th. It 
includes works from both adults 
Gm1ed) and children (tmjuried) 
based on ideas and techniques 
learned in classes taught at the 
FAC. For more information 
contact the FAC at (413) 256-
1818 or go to www.fiberartcen
ter.com. 

Now through February 26th 
On display at Galle1y 267: Erin 
Green - "Simplify" and Randy 
Gobeil - "Waiting in Vain ... " 
Green's paintings are a geomet
ric exploration of the human 
form using layers of deep, 
vibrant color. Gobeil's work 
questions how much ( or how lit
tle) we remember about people 
in everyday siruations. On dis
play at Galle1y 267 located at 
267 Main Street in Greenfield. 
Hours: Thursday & Sarurday 
10:00 to 6:00 pm., and Friday 
noon to 8:00 p.m. 413-774-
6323. 

Now through April 1st 
Photography exhibit at 
PureLight Gallery in Turners 
Falls. Robert Farber's 
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Photographs on display, open
ing reception and book signing 
Mon., Feb. 7th from 5 to 7 pm. 
at PureLight Galle1y of Fine 
Alt, 37 Third St., Tmners Falls, 
MA 01376. For more info or 
directions call (508) 885-6048, 
visit www.purelightga1le1y.com, 
or email jan@purelight
gallery.com. Galle1y Hours: Fri. 
4- 6 pm., Sahuday 10 a m.-12 
p.m. or by appointment. 

Sunday 
at7 films 

free 
donations 
accepted ~ 

~E•HA 

DEEP FREEZE FILMS 
Feb. 20th 

WINGS OF DESIRE 1987 
Wim Wender's film presents a 
Berlin. haunted by angels, full of 
astonishing ,mages and beautiful 
language. Nick Cave & Peter 
Falk to boot. German/subtitled 
Introduced by David L • 

Projected upstai"s with refresh
ments by the Lady Killigrew Cafe 
www.montaguebookmil.com, (413) 367-9206 

Showtime .,, ' • • 
7:30 p.m. ' • 

Friday/Saturday 
Feb. 18th & 19th 
WINGED MIGRATION 
Directed by Jacques Perrin 
majesty and materiality of 
birds in flight. 

at 105 Main St., Northfield 
in the Green Trees Gallery. 

Reservations call (413) 498-2100 

e GREENFIEW 

~~~~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SHOWTIMES FOR 

FRI. ITB. 18TH. THURS. FEB. 24TH 

L SIOC\\:.\YS R 
IWIY 600 900 
WJlNEE SA'.I;S'UN,&WED 1200 300 

2 BEC<\USE OFWINNDXIE PG it DI'So:nd 
IWIY 600 900 
WJlNEE SA'.I;SUN,&WED 1200 300 

l IH\NIOM OFIHE OPERA PG13 it DI'So:nd 
IWIY 900 

l POOlfSHEFE<\LUMPHJvlE G 
IWIY 600 
WJlNEE SA'.I;SUN,&WED 1200 200 400 

-1. AREWI:Il!IRE\'Ef PG 
IWIY 6'15 9:15 
WJlNEE SA'.I;S'UN,&WED 12:15 3:15 

:'. BOOGE\'U<\N PG13 
IWIY 6'15 9:15 
WJlNEE SA'.I;SUN,&WED 12:15 3:15 

6. CONSL\NIINE R 
IWIY 6:30 9-:30 
WJlNEE SA'.I;SUN,&WED 12:ll 3:30 

7. HIICll PG13 it DI'So:nd 
IWIY 6:30 9-:30 
WJlNEE SA'.I;S'UN,&WED 12:ll 3:30 

Mabel Zobel 
By 

Sandra facto 

Shaving, heck nol You may as well plant 
grass and call me a Chio Petl 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Want to play a guessing gaine? 
BYFLORE-
NEW YORK CITY - Who has 
an impressive 16-foot high 
frame? What on earth could be 
running through the southern 
end of a city park over 23 miles 
of walking paths? Who would 
dare such a thing? I mean of 
course, aside from the regular 
old timer joggers, the plain 
peaceful walkers, "les 
amoureux" affectionately hold
ing hands! Happy children, hav
ing fun, pirouetting away, right 
underneath the steel structures. 
As if grown-ups finally under
stood their games! Could you 
simply imagine a whole float, 
whose sails wave at passersby? 
Who are those spirit lifters hold
ing the pulse of the city, sweep
ing away its winter blues? 

Wonder no longer, these are 
"The Gates" specially created to 
welcome spring, installed right 
in pulsating New York City! 

Meandering their ways 
through Central Park, they are 
the visionary work of Christo 
and his wife Marie-Jeanne. 
Though it took some 26 hard 
years to convince the New York 
City Parks Department for the 

What uses 213 of the weight of 
steel in the Eiffel Tower to make 
a two week saffron statement? 

project to come finally alive, it 
is certainly one of the biggest 
installations in the city's memo-

1y. 
Discover how these 7500 

gates have the steel suppo1t of 
an entire weight of 5290 tons. 
(Two thirds, by the way, of what 
was used for the construction of 
Paris's Eiffel Tower!) The mate
rial stmng for their "visual gold
en saffron river" banners 
amotmts to a million square 
feet. 

Underline your planning 
book: this unusual installation 
will only last until Febma1y 
26th. Rtm on anything mobile, 
to get you there! 

Suggestions? Catch either a 
train, hitchhike, drive, share 
expenses on renting a twin 
engine plane from Turners Falls 
Airport to get you there faster. 
But above all, whatever the 
mode of transport, don't miss 
this once in a century festive 
happening! 

Aside from wrapping "The 
REICHSTAG" in Berlin, 
Germany and "LE PONT 
NEUF" in Paris, France, Christo 
and Marie-Jeanne are also 
responsible for planting a float
ing island near the coast of 
Florida. 

Images that Redefine our World 
It's half past Februaiy and 23 miles of saffron 

colored fabric waves over the footpaths of 
Central Park in New York. It will be there for 16 
days. It's an event. To the purpose-oriented, it is 
perhaps hard to understand, for it exists because 
someone wanted it, saw beauty in its production, 
and was willing to pay for it. The Sunday 
Republican's front page pichrre, a panoramic 
view taken from a rooftop, is a memorable scene. 
It's in context: the river, the people, the city. The 
facts of production take the effo1t to read on. 

"The Gates - Central Park, New York 1979 -
2005, envisioned by the innovative artist Christo 
Claude in 1979, and completed in collaboration 
with his wife, Jeanne, after she had convinced 
authorities of its value. (They were born on the 
same day, in Europe, in 1935.) The Charles C. 
Lewis Company of Springfield, MA produced the 
15,000 steel plates that fo1m the base of the 
frames, painted "raccoon fur" to match the color 
of the paths. Seventy-five hundred 16-foot high 
frames wave the "stmrise orange" fabric over 
more miles of path than one knew existed in the 
paik Indeed an event. And indeed a happy day 
when civil a1t for art's sake can dominate the 
news. 

On the same page, the raising of Old Glo1y 
atop Mt. Suribachi, on Iwo Jima in 1945, recalls 
years of hell, of MacArthur's island hopping in 
the Pacific with limited troops who lived by the 
gun and slept tmder jeeps. And the event should 
remind governments that they exist to keep the 
world worth living in by peaceful means. 

-from an anonymous reader 
in Montague Center 

~ 
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The Long Arm of Love 

Suzie Maddern admires a 
quilt made by Louis Parzych. 
His wife, Mabel, had been mak
ing the quilt to give to her sis
ter, Edna Parzych, but passed 
away before she finished. Louis 
was not a quilter, but he found 
the pieces and sewed them 
together. Barbara McComb, 
owner of Long Arm Quilting of 
Gill, helped him along with 
instructions on how to se1v, and 
later, se1ved it together on the 
Long Arm quilting machine. 
Barbara's husband Robert 

Beer f Wine 
Ice Cream 

offee * Tea 
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McComb is a police officer, but 
Barbara's business has nothing 
to do with the long arm of the 
law. Long ann simply refers to 
the ability of the quilting 
machine to se1v the front, filler, 
and back into a quilt, once the 
surface pieces have been 
stitched together. Barbara 
se1ved the quilt with a pattern of 
hearts. 

Louis worked hard and long 
on this labor of love, and pre
sented it to Edna on her birth
day, as her sister had intended. 
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Wireless High-Speed Internet now available! 
Oren 5un-Wed: 7a.m.-~p.m. t- Thu-5at: 7a.m.- I I p.m. 

HAYRIDE & BONFIRE in MONTAGUE CENTER 
Saturday, February 19th, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Mark your calendars' Let's pick up where we left off from this year's 
Winter Carnival! We won't let a little snow take our annual tradition away. 

RAYRIDES-Departilg from the NEW Monta"e Center rre11o1se on Olf 
S11derl11d Road every 25 mi1utes. Coffee. cocoa. 111led ciller aid 
hot do1s wll be provided co1rtesy of the M111ta11e Geller Fire11e1's 
Assooiatilll. Hayrile Fee: $2/adllt & $1/chld per tr, 
BIIIARE -Monta"e Center Park. wal'II yoorself after a hayrile II' 
skati1g, chat with frienfs aid en;iy a fin willer eveni11 ootside. 
Coortesy of the Mollalll! Center Fire Oepartllent. 
ICE SlATr.G-The Poof@ Montagle Center School. Brill Yo1r 0W0 
Skates. Activity status depelllell 111111 
ice colllitions. 
MONTAGUE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
56 First St/Unity Park Fieldhouse 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Lynn Reynolds 
"Aiming for Asto11islli11g SerVi(:e" 

• Specializing in Buyer Agency 
• Professional Consulting 
• Let us discuss the advantages! 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002 9 6 fl(. ~ Strut, Jlndinst Center 

2.53-9131 
<Bar6ara ©eguise, £icettsetf 'Estlieticiati 

AOastom'Toucfl 
Painting & Home Rep:zirs 

Home: (413) 863-4.833 
~eo.meast.net 

413-367-2425 lynnreyn0Jds@vc:,ri2on.nc:,t 




