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Tessier Says:
“I'm Not Running”

BY DAVID DETMOLD
ERVING — As the roster of can-
didates for Erving’s May 3rd
election shapes up, one name
that has loomed large over the
town’s political life for many
years will be missing from the
ballot. Andy Tessier, the chair of
the selectboard, has decided not
to un again, at the end of this
third consecutive three-year
term.

Tessier, who served on the
school committee for a similar
length of time before joining the
selectboard, said Monday night,
“TI’'m not signing up,” for another
run. He added. “It’s been fim.
We got a lot of work done. We’re
in pretty good shape.”

Andrew Goodwin, who will
have completed two years on the
selectboard in May, was absent
from the meeting Monday. Jamie
Hackett is in the first year of his
term on the board.

Also present in the meeting
room to hear Tessier’s announce-
ment was Eugene Klepadlo, of
26 Prospect Street in Ervingside,
a manager at HCP Packaging in
Hinsdale. NH, a manufacturer of
cosmetics packaging. Klepadlo
is running for the three-year seat
now held by Tessier.

Klepadlo was the former
owner of Geka Brush in the
Turners Falls industrial park.
which was bought out by
Bridgeport Metal Goods, a finm
acquired in bankruptcy by HCP,
an international conglomerate

based in Shanghai. Klepadlo said
HCP is transferring half the jobs
from New Hampshire to Mexico
at the present time, and the future
of the Hinsdale plant is unclear.

“I’'m as ready as I'll ever be,”
said Klepadlo, in response to
Tessier asking him if he was
ready to run for the town’s top
office.

After the meeting, he confid-
ed. “T’ve been thinking about it
for a while. I grew up in town. I
live next door to the house I grew
up in.”

Klepadlo serves as a Boy
Scout troop master in town, and
on the fire department. “T try to
set an example for my son,” he
said. “You should give back in
public service.”

Over the next few years, if
elected to the selectboard,
Klepadlo said his main emphasis
would be on the budget.
“Revenues are going down,” he
said. “People’s revenues are
going down. It concerns me.
This town used to have the tool
shop and two paper mills — 1,500
jobs. Now we’re lucky to have
150.”

Klepadlo said the town
should look into the possibility
of making the former IP mill in
Ervingside into a foreign trade
zone. as Brattleboro has done at
14 sites totaling more than 316
acres throughout town. Foreign
trade zones, which need the
approval of the state and federal

see TESSIER pg 17

Valley Art Party

Art+Space Opens at Hallmark Gallery
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On Display at the Gallery: To See the Summer Sky is Poetry, by Howard Karger
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On Friday morning at 11 am.,
after about 16 years of planning
and permitting, the Turners Falls
Water Department started pump-
ing water from a new well off
Green Pond Road. The well is
253 feet deep, and it was pump-
ing 1040 gallons a minute on
Friday.

“Its theoretical yield is 3.000
gallons a minute,” said Stantec
project manager David Harwood.
consulting with the department
on the new well. “We're not
pumping at anything near its
potential.”

He called the first day of the
“constant rate test” a success, and

BY ANN FEITELSON
TURNERS FALLS —
Saturday afternoon was
a celebratory time in
Turners Falls at the
Gallery at Hallmark,
where an extraordinari-
ly diverse exhibit is
hung. Dressed in their
Saturday best, artists,
neighbors of artists,
friends of artists, and
all-around arts lovers
from all over the valley
came to see a big show,
a really, really big
show, an Art Party.
Big, bold, colorful,
gloppy paintings par-
tied with neat, tight.
. clean black-and-white
photographs.  Stone
sculptures  anchored

k F'-”:”:.:hi. - W
at New Well a Success
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Dave Harwood exarined the flow at Montague’s new drinfing water well,
Friday morning, with Lake Pleasant in the background.

said the water was pure. “There
are no contaminants.”

Turners Falls Water superin-
tendent Mike Brown stood at the
top of the hill, looking down
through the pines to Lake
Pleasant. Two temporary pipes
carried the water through the
woods to a temporary platform
made of packing pallets. The
water pumped out in steady
streams and ran off down the
slope to the Lake. It would run for
five more days, until the pump
test was complete.

On Tuesday afternoon, Brown
said the pump test was going
smoothly. though the water level

flights of fancy. Images of the
familiar backyards of Turners
and the UMass campus rubbed
shoulders with pictures of the
back of beyond. Twisting and
twirling through the crowd was
the music of Rosemary Caine’s
melodious Irish harp.

You know the arts are flour-
ishing here, but you don’t often
see so many artists, or so many
approaches to art in one place, at
one time. Perhaps it is true that
there are more artists per capita
in Western Massachusetts than in
New York City — that statement
was attributed to Congressman
John Olver by painter E. Joseph
McCarthy, whose exuberant,
even effusive. yellow abstract
painting is near the door —but it’s
one of those sayings that may
have gone around so many times

in the well had dropped from
about 63 feet deep to about 104
feet deep. Next steps will include
measuring how quickly the well
recharges.

The Tumers Falls Water
Department supplies tap water to
customers in all of Montague’s
villages except Montague Center,
which uses its own well, located
on Main Street opposite the prop-
erty formerly owned by Rodney
Beauchesne. The wells the
Turners Falls department relies
on are located off of Center Street
in Montague Center. On the
Tobin Farm well field, two arte-

see PUMP pg 17

no one knows who said it first.

At the exhibit were artists
with deep roots in the Valley,
born here, briefly away, back for
good. and local legends to boot:
and people who were from
somewhere else but who recent-
ly picked this very spot to settle
because it would nurture their
art. For years, people I've known
have had a sighing way of saying
“the Valley,” meaning something
about the way we are all inter-
connected. We tend to forget that
sometimes, especially in winter,
but are reminded of it at an event
like this.

I"d bet every Reporter reader
knows at least one of the exhibit-
ing artists, though the artists cer-
tainly don’t all know each other
— this is not about any kind of
‘in” crowd. At this month’s
Art+Space show at the Gallery
are artists just starting out and
those with impressive national
reputations;  recent  grads

see ART pg 10
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PET OF THE WEEK
Purrsonality

All

My name is Ally and I’'m a
two-year-old female short hair
cat in need of a good home. T am
just the nicest girl. You’d never
know I was a stray. I have the
purrsonality of the best friend
you could ever dream of!

I love to be held and am
sociable but not obnoxious. I'm
elegant in black with a white
star at my throat, and I can do
adorable curly tricks with my
tail. T am just a great cat com-
panion. Come see about me
soon. I know we’re going to fall
in love! For more information
on adopting me, please contact
the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at (413) 548-
9898 or via email:

info@dpvhs.org.
WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS
Pajama Story Time

Pajama Story Time has been
rescheduled due to snow. The
new program date is Thursday.
February 18th, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Wear your PJs and come lis-
ten and participate with Paul
Dubois Jacob and Jennifer
Swender as they read stories,
sing songs and tell tales for chil-
dren of many ages. Their dra-
matic story reading is sure to
engage and delight all who
attend.

Great Falls Middie School
Students of the Week
Grade 6
Trevor Mankowsky
Owen Boucher
Grade 7
Angelina Kosloski
Grade 8

Meghan Casey

The Hlontague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse advertis-
ing for any reason and to alter copy
or graphics to conform to standards
of the newspaper. such as they are.

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 6 months

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS
Vacation Week Programs and Hours

There are a variety of pro-
grams at the Montague Public
Libraries during school vacation
week. All week at the Carnegie
Library there will be Art-to-Go
kits available in the children’s
TOOm.

On Saturday the 13th, Mother
Goose on the Loose will be held
at 10:30 a.m. at the Camegie
Library with Michael Nix and
Linda Hickman. The interactive
live music session is designed for
ages 0 to 5.

Monday the 15th, the libraries
are closed in honor of Presidents
Day. Tuesday the 16th, there are
two programs. At 10 a.m., there
will be a Live Animal Show at
the Camegie Library. Creature
Teachers will bring native ani-
mals, which may include a fox,
opossum, and a raccoon. And at
3:30 p.m. the Millers Falls

MILLERS FALLS — Kar#yr
Lankowski and Abby Johnson | _
of Millers Falls modeled the y [l
Valentine crowns they made at |
the Millers Falls Library Club |

on Tuesday, February 9th. The §

Library Club will feature crafts,
snacks. and a story for all ages.

Story Hour is
Wednesdays at 10:15 am. at the
Carmnegie Library, also featuring
crafts, stories, and snacks.

The popular Music and
Movement for young children
with Tom Carroll and Laurie
Davidson happens Thursdays at
10 a m. at the Camegie.

During vacation week, the
Carnegie Library in Turners Falls
will be open Tuesday and
Wednesday 1 to 8 p.m., Thursday
1 to 5 p.m., Friday 10 am. to 5
p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Millers Falls Library will be
open Tuesday and Thursday, 2 to
5 and 6 to 8 p m. The Montague
Center Library will be open
Wednesday 2 to 5 and 6 to 8 p.m.

For more information, call the
Carnegie Library at 863-3214.

held on [ &%

ELLEN BLANCHETTE PHOTO

Winter Scene, Greenfield Commmunity College

Give Curling a Try!

The Petersham Curling Club will hold an
open house on Sunday, Feb. 21st, noon -
5 p.m. and Thursday, Feb. 25th from 6-9
p-m. Come learn why curling is the fitness
and finesse winter sport for all ages. Try
curling and watch the Winter Olympics
from Vancouver Food, beverage, Gold

Medal cash raffle and more! Wear clean
rubber-soled shoes (like sneakers) and
gloves, and dress in warm, loose-fitting
clothing. Watch regularly scheduled
league games, Feb 22nd - 24th, 7 - 10
p.m. On Route 32 in Petersham, next fo
the Country Club golf course. Go to:
www_petershamcurling.org for more info.

i
| | Tamar and
g Madylan Allis of
Turners Falls and
over 50 other
peaple enjoyed the
chocolate
W fountain at the
I Carnegte

g Library’s
Valentines Party
on Saturday,
February 61h.

Library Club  meets  every S8

Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. For more
information, call the Carnegie
Library at (413) 863-3214.

Help for Erving’s Trask Family

On January 18th, raw sewage
flooded the Trask family home,
making it uninhabitable. Five
family members are now living
in a hotel. Friends of the Trask
family are collecting donations
of gift cards and monetary dona-
tions as checks made out to
Freedom Credit Union. memo
note: Sherri and Tim Trask.

Credit Union location

addresses are 74
Main Street, Greenfield, MA
01301 and 1 Bumham Street,
Tumers Falls, MA 01376.
Donations can be brought to the
Erving Elementary School or the
Erving Town Hall. Please con-
tact Bill at (978) 423-3120 or
Sarah at (978) 423-3336 if you
have questions or further ideas to
help this family.

Chocolate Fest

Saturday, February 13th
9:00 a.m. till 2:p.m.

Hormony Lodge, 20 Masonic Avenue,
Tumers Falls

Decadent Chocolaie Desseris,
vendors oi giils and drawings
for many items.

Sponsored by Tumers Falls Chapter
No. 181, Order of the Eastern Star

Food as Healing Medicine

WENDELL DEPOT — A time
to gather in respect for the uni-
versal spirit that bonds us all as
one people, hosted monthly by
the Wendell Baha’i Community.

The Power of Enzymes will
be the focus on Sunday.
February 21st at the home of
Charles and Shay Cooper, at 71
Kentfield Road, in Wendell
Depot. The gathering takes place
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 pm.; a
light brunch will be served.

There will also be a devotion-
al exploration into spirit that
supports our healing, with medi-
tation, prayers, and open discus-
sion. Participants will be invited
to share personal insights.

For more information and
directions, call (978) 544-2190.

SENIOR GENTER AGTIVITIES - Feh 1oth to Feh 19th

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Friday
at Noon. Meal reservations
must be made a day in advance
by 11:00 a.m.. Messages can be
left on our machine when the
center is not open. Meal site
Manager is Becky Cobb.
Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter.

For information or to make
meal reservations, call 863-
9357

The  Friday  afternoon
Writing Group is continuing
and has room for new mem-
bers. Thursday Morning Tai
Chi is free and open to the pub-
lic. Call the senior center for
information on any programs.
Monday, Febuary 15th
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics
10:45 am. Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m. Kanitting Circle
Tuesday, Febuary 16th

9:00 am. Walking Group,
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga
1:00 p.m. Canasta
Wednesday, Febuary 17th
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
1:00 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, Febuary 18th
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi

1:00 p.m. Pitch

Friday, Febuary 19th
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m. Scrabble

1:00 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for
activities and congregate
meals. For info and reserva-
tions, call Polly Kiely. Senior
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Lunch is daily at 11:30
a.m.., with reservations 24
hours in advance.
Transportation can be provided
for meals. shopping, or medical

necessity. Call the center for
information on Flu Clinic.
pneumonia shots and
Cholesterol/Diabetes  Clinic
planned for the spring.
Monday, Febuary 15th
Closed For Presidents Day
Tuesday, Febuary 16th

9:00 am. Exercise

10:15 am. Senior Business
Meeting

12:30 p m. Painting
Wednesday, Febuary 17th
8:45 am Line Dancing

12:00 p m. Bingo

Thursday, Febuary 18th

8:45 am. Aerobics

Friday, Febuary 19th

9:00 a m. Bowling

11:30 a.m. Valentines Day
Lunch and Concert with
Moonlight and Morningstar

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming programs.

LEVERETT LIBRARY NEWS
Open Mic Poetry

Open Mic Poetry Reading at
the Leverett Library on
Tuesday, February 16th, at 7:00
p.m. Come One, Come AlL

LIt

ey A
-: WENDELL COUNTRY STORE

"It's just a stone's throw from reality."
Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor
MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544.8646

Lockes Village Rd.
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

on Avenue A for over 10 years

If we don't carry your favorite brand,
we'll order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm

Fri & Sat 10am-11pm - Sun Meon-7pm
59 Avenue A * Turners Falls

863-9900

—\VE IN

EST 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

e System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

e Other Major Brands

e Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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Great Falls Readies Big Read Exhibit

HARDING PHOTO ¥

On Tuesday, Sheila Dambkoebler (third from left) was a special guest, z:eacbmg p.aper makmg with the —

of the Art’s Big
Read program
was Tobias
Wolff’s old
School.
Anticipation
is building for
the opening of
PVMA’s second
off-site exhibit
at the Discovery
Center’'s Great
Hall, “From
Hornbooks &
Samplers to
facebook &
SMART Boards
Living and

“bour method” fo Craft Night participants ar the Rendegvous in Turners as part of the Big Read. Leaming in the

BY ANNE HARDING — The
Rendezvous was  hopping
Tuesday night as Pocumtuck
Valley Memorial Association’s
(PVMA) Sheila Damkoehler led
the weekly crafters group in a

special program to create accor-
dion-style books. This was the
final workshop in this year’s Big
Read craft series celebrating the
art of the book. This year’s selec-
tion for the National Endowment

Turners Falls Fire District
Nomination Papers Available

BY FEILEEN TELA -
Nomination papers for the annual
Tumers Falls Fire District elec-
tions are available Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a m. to 4:30
pm. at the district office, 226
Millers Falls Rd. in Turners Falls.
Open to all district residents,
the offices to be decided are
Prudential Committee member
and Water Commissioner. These
offices are for three-year terms.
Completed nomination papers

must be returned to the district
office no later than 4:30 pm. on
Monday, March 8th. The elec-
tions are to be held at the above
address on Tuesday, April 27th.

Polls open at noon and close at
7:00 pm. All registered voters
residing within the district are
encouraged to vote. District resi-
dents wishing to register to vote
may do so at the town clerk’s
office, 1 Avenue A in Tumers
Falls.

Montague Nomination Papers

BY DEB BOURBEAU -
Nomination papers for the annual
town election, Monday, May
17th, are now available at the
town clerk’s office, until
Thursday, March 25th, to be
returned no later than Monday.
March 29th by 5:00 p m.

Seats up for election include:
selectboard, town clerk, treasurer
and tax collector, assessor, board
of health, and parks and recre-
ation and tree warden, each for a
three-year term. Library trustees:
three seats, each for a 3-year

term. Montague  Housing
Authority: one seat for a 5-year
term.  Soldier’s  Memorial

Trustees: one veteran’s seat up for
a 3-year term.
Nomination papers are also

available for town meeting mem-
bers for each precinct.

The annual town election will
be held on Monday, May 17th.
Deadline to register to vote in that
election is Tuesday, April 27th.

Nomination papers for school
committee seats are provided by
the Gill-Montague Superinten-
dent of Schools at 35 Crocker
Avenue in Turners Falls.

The town clerk’s office is open
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 am. to 5:30 p.m. and
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 6:30
pm. Town hall is closed on
Fridays.

For more information please
call the town clerk at 863-3200,
ext 203.

Connecticut
River Valley.”

The show is a unique collabo-
ration with students from the
Pioneer Valley Regional School
(PVRS) district, PVMA and
Memorial Hall Museum. They
are transforming the Great Hall
into an interactive, family-friend-
ly exhibit that explores the past,
present, and future of education
in our Valley. The exhibit will be
open free to the public Fridays

ON

JESSICA HARMON LLUSTRATI

Local Brief

BY DON CLEGG — The Great
Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue
A in Turners Falls, will be open
the week of Winter School
Vacation from Tuesday, February
16th through Saturday, February
20th from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00
pm. Each day there will be an
hour long program starting at
10:00 am. designed for younger
children, and another program
starting at 1:00 p.m. designed for
students of late elementary grades
and older. Scavenger hunts are
always available; just pick up
your hunt check list at the front
desk. For more information on
programming give the Discovery
Center a call at (413) 863-3221, or
check out the events listing on
www.greatfallsma.org

Send local briefs to reporter-
local@montaguema.net

and Saturdays, February 19th
through March 27th. A communi-
ty reception will be held from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday,
February 27th.

The exhibit explores each gen-
eration’s educational experience
and encourages visitors to think
about the environment and cul-
tural values that shape the era’s
leaming — from 18th century
Dame Schools, where students
learned to read the Bible using
hormbooks, to one-room school-
houses, to the development of
private academies, to the role of
technology and today’s 21st
Century skills. Designed to offer
students the opportunity to serve
their community while gaining
valuable real-world experience.
the project was initiated through a
Community Service Learning
Grant offered by the Mass
Department of Education.

The students’ first challenge
was deciding the title and themes
of the exhibit. In discussing title
ideas, the younger generation
asked. “What’s a Sampler?”
while adults wondered, “What’s a
SMART Board?”

“We realized that finding
words to represent the education-
al experience of each era that
everyone would be familiar with
was an exercise in futility,” com-
mented Damkoehler, PVMA’s
Big Read project leader. “When
PVRS teacher Ariel LaReau con-
cluded, ‘Maybe, that in itself is
the point,” we decided that letting
people wonder a bit about the

see BIG READ page 10

Resources for Children

and Families Expo

The 6th Annuval Franklin
County Area Resources for
Children and Families Early
Education and Care Expo will be
held on Saturday, February 27th,
1:00 to 3:00 pm. at the First
Congregational Church, 43 Silver
Street, in Greenfield.

This free., fun event for fami-
lies will look at options for early
childhood education and care,
play groups, story hours, out of
school time programs, Head Start,
family child care, preschool and
other community resources.
Franklin County early education
and care providers will offer
information, along with resources
for families. For more info:
Karen Green (413) 665-8928 or
GreenK(@frsu38.deerfield ma.us

Roots of War
Professor Michael Klare will
deliver a talk on the Global
Struggle for Resources on
Friday, February 19th, 12:30 to
2:00 pm. at Greenfield
Community College’s Stinch-
field Hall as part of the Roots of
War Speaker Series organized by
Westerm Massachusetts Chapter
of Progressive Democrats of
America, Traprock Center for
Peace and Justice and Greenfield
Commumity College Peace and
Justice Study Program. For more
info contact Abbie Jenks at (413)
775-1127 or Les and Susie
Patlove at (413) 625-9388.

/]

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, INC.
/. nsurance

Snowmeobile Liability Coverage

® Homeowners insurance policles den't automatically
cover llability clalims arising out of the awnership or

use of snowmaobllas.

If you own or use a snowmoblle, call us today to
arrange the proper liability coverage as the the
poetential for a serlous clabm is great.

® Bc sure to visit us online at www.pzinc.com

@

15 MILLERS FALLS ROAD
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01378

L
BRRLLS.

PHOME: (413) B63-4331
FAX: (413) B63-9426

McCarth

FUNERAL HOME

W :m'a‘urrr'a_ln"rrrr;'r.;.-'.‘ 10THES.COTH

Greenfield, Mussachusetts
Turners Fulls,

(413) 774-4808

Since 1895
On the Common

Massachusetts

John C. Davis

Director

413-563-6229

CREEMFIELD

BRITTNEYLEICHPHOTOGRAPHY®YAHOO.COM

Great Rates, Fully Insured!

Greenfield

Bank

Co-operative 5

A Great Financial Partner ‘

BestLocalBank.com

Reach All Locations 772-0293
Greenfield = Northfield + Sunderland

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 |

888-763-3143

www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

r—N

D)

VMEMBER FDIC
MEMBER SIF

Geri

66 French King Highway
Gill, MA 01376

(413) 863-9736

Fax (413) 863-9739

Seniors
Real Estate
Support

Johnson

P

I.Apmn MULTIMEDIA

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS
& MOFlE1
CONVERTED TO DVD,
VHS & OTHER FORMATS!

Bill & Kathy White
413-773-71741
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Two MODEST PROPOSALS
FOR IMPROVING EDUCATION
IN GILL-MONTAGUE

Montague is in a bind.
Because costs have risen faster
than revenues, the town can no
longer afford to adequately fund
town services and our schools
by relying on local property
taxes and declining state aid.

But where there’s a will there
is a way, they say.

We have to create a healthy
balance between the services our
community needs to provide —
for the security, transportatiomn.
health and well-being of our cit-
izens — and our fundamental
responsibility to the future: the
education of our children. And
we have to do this with the
resources available to us.

We believe the people of
Montague are up to the chal-
lenge of finding a positive bal-
ance on these accounts, on both
the town side and the school side
of the budget.

Last week, in partnership
with the town of Gill, Montague
sat down with our regional
school officials and the state
administrators who are now
required to oversee the budget
and turnaround plan for improv-
ing education in the Gill-
Montague schools.

All parties at the table,
including our state legislators,
agreed to work together cooper-
atively to seek a sustainable
school system, both in terms of
educational goals and finances.

This is not an impossible task.

Gill and Montague have good
schools, with great kids, great
teachers, and administrative sup-
port. A lot of our children come
to school eager to learn despite
the disadvantages of poverty and
the challenges of learning dis-
abilities. The fact that our district
test scores are not quite on par
with Newton’s or Wellesley’s
should not be held against us.
We are doing our best to give all
our children an excellent educa-
tion with the resources at hand.
That is what we aim to do, and it
is the law of the land.

Given the economic circum-
stances we face, it is time to look
for ways of delivering improve-
ments in education to our stu-

dents that do not rely on raising
property taxes or cutting essen-
tial town services.

One proposal we have made
before, is to organize a group of
volunteers, including retired aca-
demics, concerned parents and
community members who have
skills and knowledge and a little
time to spare to commit to a reg-
ular stint in the classrooms. This
could take place in the context of
an after-school program, or in
partnership with teachers during
regular school hours.

However the school commit-
tee would see fit to organize and
encourage it, volunteerism could
go a long way toward filling the
gaps in classroom education or
extra curricular  activities
imposed by Montague’s budget
constraints.

Like all New England towns,
Montague  first organized
schooling for its young by rely-
ing on the volunteerism — rather
than simply the tax payments —
of its citizens. Families volun-
teered to house a teacher while
other families chopped wood to
heat the school building; others
contributed from their fields to
feed her.

We’re not suggesting a return
to those days of yore. But even
in the highly bureaucratized and
regulated education system of
today. the spark of communirty
volunteerism is still alive, and it
should be nourished, especially
in tight economic times like
these.

A community that is involved
with its schools — in the class-
room as on the playing field — is
a vibrant community, and its
public schools will be equally
vibrant. It does not necessarily
have to cost our townspeople
more to work together to create
excellence in our public schools.

By so doing, we could teach
the Commonwealth a valuable
lesson.

At the same time, we should
work toward reducing the net
loss to our district schools® bal-
ance sheet each year that results
from families choosing to send
students from our community to
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schools in other towns, and to
charter schools outside the dis-
trict. The Gill-Montague schools
are losing $900,000 in state aid
each year to charter schools and
schools that accept students
from our district. That is almost
exactly the figure the school
comunittee has determined as the
“structural budget gap” built into
the district’s annual operating
budget, essentially the amount of
money we are supplying from
town and school reserves and
non-repeating federal and state
funds to prop up the operation of
our district schools.

We must close this gap. and
close it soon, in order to stave off
disaster in the delivery of educa-
tion and services in both our
towns.

Among the useless debts bur-
dening Montague at a time when
every dollar counts is the need to
maintain and secure the
Montague Center School build-
ing. That elementary school was
once a vital learning community
loved by parents from through-
out Montague who sent their
children there to learn. It could
be that again, and it could bring
money back into our school dis-
trict rather than draining money
from our town.

After putting a new roof on
the school in 2008 for $95.500,
Montague has since spent
$75.000 to maintain the empty
building. No buyers have
expressed interest in the old
school, which threatens to con-
tinue draining Montague’s cof-
fers for years to come.

Recent legislation passed in
Boston, ostensibly to help under-
performing school districts,
placed a value on charter
schools, but also made it easier
to establish ‘in district’ charters
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as of 2/8/10
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— so-called Horace Mann
Schools, where the innovations
of charter schools can be encour-
aged without sapping the
finances of home districts.

Two years ago. a group of
parents now trying to open a
240-seat K-6 charter school in
the county got its start with a
proposal to establish a Horace
Mann school at Montague
Center, based around a theme of
environmental education.

We think the Gill-Montague
administration should reach out
to that parents’ group. and open a
dialogue to see if they would be
interested in returning to their
original proposal, now that state
and federal Race to the Top
funding are on offer to districts
like owrs, with resources that
could help reorient the purpose
and update the infrastructure of
this older school building.

Last week, Gill-Montague
superintendent Carl Ladd indi-
cated a willingness to work on
this or any responsible proposal
for improving our schools and
balancing our budgets.

He also said, “If we could
simply not have any more chil-
dren leave the district, we’d be in
much better shape financially.”

LETTER TO

Update the

Advocates are hoping that
Governor Deval Patrick, who
included an update of the 27-
year-old Bottle Bill in the state
budget he released last month,
will help lead the charge through
the legislature, where the propos-
al has been stalled for over a
decade.

When the Bottle Bill passed
into law in 1982, many of the
containers on store shelves today
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Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education assis-
tant commissioner Jeff Wulfson,
also at that meeting, urged all
sides to “be responsive to what
parents desire. One of them is a
very easy opportunity to be
mnvolved in the design of their
schools.”

Right now, charter schools are
viewed as a threat to our coun-
ty’s public schools. We could
turn one into an asset, and stop
paying tens of thousands of dol-
lars a year to maintain an empty
school building. We could bring
state and federal aid back to the
district. rather than lose it to sur-
rounding towns. We could keep
all our parents and their children
engaged and satisfied in schools
in their own community. And we
could take a giant step toward
leveling off a badly out of bal-
ance budget that will fall further
in arrears if we do not find ways
to work together to solve the
problem facing our town.

Race to the Top funds will
flow to districts willing to look
beyond their present economic
straits and seize the moment to
innovate and improve. Gill and
Montague should not be left
behind.

THE EDITOR

Bottle Bill

did not exist. Vitamin drinks,
iced teas, bottled water, and other
“new age” beverages have all
come on the market since that
time.

While litter from containers
covered by the bottle bill deposit
system has practically disap-
peared, more than 70% of con-
tainers which are not covered by
the bottle bill end up on our
streets, in our parks, in our water-
ways.

Given that the update would
bring in revenue, eliminate
waste, save cities and towns dis-
posal costs, and preserve valu-
able resources, the update is a
win-win for residents and the
environment. Opposing it simply
makes no sense.

— Janet Domenitz
MassPIRG, Boston



Feburary 11, 2010

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

GUEST EDITORIALS

The Folly in Felling Bay State Forests

BY ERIC CHIVIAN
BOSTON — With one hand, the
Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation is
working to protect our land in
perpetuity by encouraging peo-
ple to take out conservation ease-
ments that prohibit development
and restrict destructive forestry
practices like clear-cutting. With
the other, it is sending out its log-
gers — with their chainsaws. skid-
ders, and trucks — to clear-cut
and sell large swaths of state
forests.

In recent years, thousands of
acres have been leveled. and
DCR (whose motto is “It’s your
nature”) has plans to cut and
clear thousands more. This
degradation of our public lands is
not at the hands of some greedy
developer, but by the very offi-
cials we have entrusted to protect
them.

When you are altering natural
landscapes on such a scale by
cutting down healthy, well-estab-
lished forests teeming with life,
you had better be certain you
have considered and understood

all the critically important envi-
ronmental and public health
implications of what you are
doing. I am convinced, tragical-
ly. that DCR has not done so.

These clear cuts have been
justified by the belief that they
create diverse forest habitats that
are healthier both for the forests
and the wildlife that live there.
But many leading biologists —
including professor Stuart Pimm
of Duke University — strongly
disagree. as do countless scientif-
ic studies.

In the Quabbin Reservoir
watershed alone, which purifies
Boston’s drinking water, DCR
has clear cut many hundreds of
acres, including one healthy for-
est on a slope near the east
branch of the Swift River (one of
the main sources of water for the
Quabbin), removing majestic
hundred-year-old oak trees and
leaving deep muddy ruts along-
side a beautiful public scenic
road.

But clear-cuts are not just an
aesthetic disaster. They:

+ Encourage erosion and

Good Time to Join a Time Bank

BY KAREN WERNER
MONTAGUE CENTER -1 co-
founded the North Quabbin Time
Bank three years ago, and I am so
excited there is now a new time
bank in our region. Valley Time
Trade started on December 2nd,
initially with a focus on the
greater Northampton region.

This past week at the Brick
House in Turners Falls, we inau-
gurated the Leverett-Montague-
Greenfield region to be part of
the Valley Time Trade. I just
joined. Membership is open to
people and organizations in the
Valley.

What is a time bank? It’s a
simple web-based community
currency that has taken off all
over the country. There are a
number of time banks in New
England. Portland. Maine’s time
bank has 500 active members
who traded 8,000 hours between
them last year. Cambridge has a
relatively new time bank, grow-
ing by the month with over 400
members. Montpelier, VT, organ-
ized a time bank for 28 surround-

ing rural towns with 300 mem-
bers and 5,000 hours of
exchange.

In a time bank, everyone lists
services they would like to offer
and services they would like to
receive. When you or your organ-
ization provides a service for
another member, you earn one
‘time dollar’ for each hour you
spent providing the service. You
or your organization can then
exchange each time dollar you
eam for an hour of service from
someone else.

The core values of a time bank
are: we can all be valued contrib-
utors; some work is beyond a dol-
lar value; helping works better as
a two-way street; networks make
individuals stronger; tespect for
all means accountability to all.

Here are some of the offers
and requests currently listed in
the Valley Time Trade time bank
(you have to be a member to see
who is listing what): mandolin,
Irish flute, and banjo lessons:;
loan of a cider mill; converting
vinyl records to mp3 files; ball-

lessen wateished
protection, as the |
root systems of a 8
living forest hold [
soils together and
filter out nutrients
and other pollutants [
that foul drinking
water.

* Reduce the
capacity of forests
to filter and detoxi-
fy air pollutants,
including nitrogen
oxides that can trig-
ger heart attacks
and worsen chronic
respiratory diseases
such as bronchitis,
emphysema, and asthma. These
purifying processes take place on
the surfaces of leaves.

» Threaten countless animals,
plants, and microbes by destroy-
ing their habitats.

* Increase populations of
white-footed mice, which can
thrive in these degraded areas, by
wiping out some of their preda-
tors and competitors. White-
footed mice are the main host for

room dance instruction; social
media or website consulting; can-
ning lesson; childcare and respite
or elder care: rock climbing; giv-
ing a ride: Spanish lessons:
graphic design; flier postering;
reading instruction; gardening
help; dog sitting; a listening ear;
arbor work; help in making com-
post! Lots of other things are list-
ed, too.

I have good memories from
my exchanges in the North
Quabbin Time Bank. I became
friends with the woman who cut
my hair several times (the best
haircut T have yet received). and
had meaningful and honest con-
nections with two people I gave
advice to about graduate school.

Four local Valley Time Trade
members are now being trained
to give orientations in the
Leverett-Montague-Greenfield
area. Upcoming Valley Time
Trade orientations and outreach
events in the next month will be
listed in the Monrague Reporter.

You can get more info at: com-
monwealthcenter.org/timebank. ht
m, or you can call Jenny Ladd for
more info: (413) 585-0373.

the bacteria that cause, and the
ticks that transmit, Lyme disease.
When forests are fragmented,
people at the edges of these
forests are at greater risk of get-
ting Lyme, which can cause seri-
ous long-term health problems.
But most important, at a time
when we are trying to increase
every possible sink for capturing
carbon dioxide so as to lessen the
consequences of climate change;

PHOTO FROM HTTP IWWW.MAFORESTS.ORG

i’

A mmmen‘m.’ s’aggmg crew at war,é n tbe sz&bm Ian fall.

when we need to plant more
forests, not cut down those we
already have: when leading
physicians and medical acade-
mies the world over are calling
climate change “the greatest pub-
lic health threat of the 21st
Century;” and when the nations
of the world just met in
Copenhagen and struggled to
figure out how to reduce its cata-

see FORESTS pg 15

Vermont Yankee: It’s Time to Die

Sen. Dick McCormack
BY DAVID DETMOLD
BETHEL., VI - Vermont
Yankee is emerging as its own
worst enemy.

Even pro-nuclear legislators in
Vermont are ready to dump the
Vernon plant following the recent
revelations about tritium leaks to
the groundwater and Connecticut
River, according to state Sen.
Richard McCormack (D-Bethel).

‘They’re saying, ‘I'm pro-
nuke. But not this nuke.””
McCormack said in an interview
last week. “The Vermont state-
house has a golden dome, and the

mood under the golden dome is
shifting. I don’t know how much
support they ever had in the first
place.”

McCommack is a 20-year vet-
eran legislator from Windsor
County, and sits on two commit-
tees with jurisdiction over
Vermont Yankee - Natural
Resources & Energy and the
Finance Committee.

Vermont, he said, is the only
state in the union where a plant
like Vermont Yankee needs an
affirmative vote of the legislature
in order to extend its operating
license.

“If we do nothing, Vermont
Yankee’s license expires in 2012,
and it closes,” he said. “The bur-
den of proof'is on those who want
to change that established order.”

As McCormack described it,
the question among legislators is
whether to kill Vermont Yankee,
or simply let it die.

“There is the wish among
some members of the legislature

see VERMONT pg 12
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1 eonard Peltier

LEWISBURG, PA — Thirty-
four years. It doesn't even sound
like a real number to me. Not
when one really thinks about
being in a jail cell for that long.

All these years and I swear, I
still think sometimes I'll wake up
from this nightmare in my own
bed, in my own home, with my
family in the next room. I would
never have imagined such a
thing. Surely the only place peo-
ple are unjustly imprisoned for
34 years is in far away lands,
books or fairy tales.

It’'s been that long since I
woke up when I needed to,
worked where I wanted to, loved
who I was supposed to love, or

did what T was
compelled to do.
It’s been that long.
Long enough to see

my children have
grandchildren.
Long enough to
have many of my
friends and loved
ones die in the
course of a normal
life, while I was
" here unable to
know them in their

final days.

So often in my daily life, the
thought creeps in: I don’t deserve
this. It lingers like acid in my
mouth. But I have to push those
types of thoughts away. Imade a
commitment long ago, many of
us did. Some didn’t live up to
their commitments. and some of
us didn’t have a choice. Joe
Stuntz didn’t have a choice.
Neither did Buddy Lamont.* I
never thought my commitment
would mean sacrificing like this,
but I was willing to do so
nonetheless. And really. if neces-
sary, I'd do it all over again,
because it was the right thing to
do.

We didn’t go to ceremony and
say. “T’ll fight for the people as
long as it doesn’t cost too much.”
We prayed, and we gave. Like I
say, some of us didn’t have a
choice. Our only other option
was to run away, and we could-
n’t even do that. Back then, we
had no where left to run to.

I have cried so many tears
over these three-plus decades.
Like the many families directly
affected by this whole series of
events, my family’s tears have
not been in short supply. Our
tears have joined all the tears
from over 500 years of oppres-
sion. Together our tears come
together and form a giant river of
suffering and, I hope, cleansing.
Injustice is never final, T keep
telling myself. I pray this is true
for all of us.

To those who know I am
innocent, thank you for your
faith. And I hope you continue
working for my release. That is,
to work towards truth and jus-
tice. To those who think me
guilty, I ask you to believe in and
work for the rule of law. Even
the law says I should be free by
now, regardless of guilt.

Greetings from Leonard Peltier

‘What has happened to me
isn’t justice; it isn’t the law: it
isn’t fair: it isn’t right. This has
been a long battle in an even
longer war. But we have to
remain vigilant, as we have a
righteous cause. After all this
time, I can only ask this: Don’t
give up. Not ever. Stay in this
fight with me. Suffer with me.
Grieve with me. Endure with me.
Believe with me. Outlast with
me. And one day. celebrate free-
dom with me. Hoka hey!

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse.
— Leonard Peltier

*Buddy Lamont was a Oglala
Sioux Indian killed by an FBI
sniper during the course of the
Native American occupation of
Wounded Knee in 1973. Joe
Stuntz was an American Indian
Movement activist killed in the
course of a firefight with the FBI
at Oglala, SD, in 1975. There
were more than 60 unsolved
murders of Native Americans on
the Pine Ridge reservation dur-
ing that time.

Two FBI agents, Jack Koler
and Ron Williams, were also

Clarifying the Numbers for Leverett’s Per-Pupil Costs

In the article last week enti-
tled “Leverett Boards Clash over
School Costs,” the Montagiue
Reporter accurately quoted me
as having said that Leverett
spends about $10,000 a kid to
educate its students in public
schools.

This was a very rough calcu-
lation I did in my head at the
meeting, but was not far off the
mark. For the current school
year, the appropriations from
Leverett taxpayers in support of
the elementary school ($1.697
million for 161 kids) and the
regional schools ($1.142 million
for 139 kids) come to a total of
$2.839 million. Thus, for the 300
kids enrolled in all grade levels,
Leverett spends about $9463 per
kid.

You also accurately reported
that T went on to note that the
state average for per-pupil
expenditures is $12.200. The lat-
ter statement was also from
memory as being the FY ‘08 fig-
ure from the website for the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education; the correct

figure was a tad higher, $12.453.

However, my juxtaposition of
those two figures was mislead-
ing, first because they were for
different years (FY ‘10 vs. FY
¢08), but much more importantly
because the $9463 figure is the
per-child  contribution by
Leverett taxpayers, whereas the
$12.453 figure is the state aver-
age for overall expenditures
(town contribution plus state aid
plus other grants).

I should note that the amount
of state aid to towns varies wide-
ly according to a complicated
formula (Chapter 70 of Mass
General Laws) which seeks to
level the playing field for all
kids, but is in need of serious
examination. I do not know what
the state average for per-child
town contribution is, but the
overall per-pupil expenditure for
Leverett Elementary in FY ‘08
was, according to DESE,
$14.521.

The two figures that are com-
parable, then, are $14.521 for
Leverett vs. $12.453 for the state
average (in FY08, the latest year

for which I have the available
data), the former being 17%
above the latter.

Let me also note that it’s a
subtle task to explain and inter-
pret these numbers, but one in
which many school committees
are engaged. First of all, there are
many different types of districts,
K-12, elementary, regional. etc;
some districts report expenses
such as health insurance costs as
part of the town budget and
therefore show lower per-pupil
expenditures than others merely
as a result of reporting differ-
ences. Moreover, to what extent
higher per-pupil costs reflect
lack of efficiency vs. the exis-
tence of expanded educational
opportunities for children is not
immediately clear from these
numbers alone.

I hope it is clear that though
the comparison of the $10,000
figure and $12,200 figure were
misleading. the error in making
the comparison was mine. The
reporting of it you offered was
completely faithful to the con-
versation.

I would like to thank you for
the detailed coverage you are
giving to issues of import to the
Leverett community.

Allow me to conclude by
expressing my gratitude to the
Leverett finance committee and
selectboard. Through the efforts
of school committee chair Kip
Fonsh, who has inaugurated a
new era of constant communica-
tion between the school commit-
tee and the other boards, these
three governmental bodies have
forged a very good relationship
in which we collaboratively
strive to offer the kids of our
community the highest quality
education at an affordable price.

— Farshid Hajir

Leverett school
committee member;
Ambherst-Pelham regional
school committee chair

The views expressed here are
the author’s alone, and do not
necessarily reflect the views of
any other member of the Leverett
school committee.

killed in the Oglala firefight on
June 26th, 1975; they were exe-
cuted at point blank range.
Peltier, a prominent AIM
activist, was convicted of their
murders, and given bvo consecu-
tive life sentences. He has been
denied parole repeatedly, despite
the fact the prosecution has con-
ceded the lack of any direct evi-
dence that Peltier fired the shots
that killed the two FBI agents

Around the world, Peltier is
considered America’s foremost
political prisoner.

Massachusetts Eagle

Count Down to 71

MASS WILDLIFE NEWS
WESTBOROUGH - Despite
snow showers across the state. a
survey of wintering bald eagles
was conducted throughout the
Commonwealth by ground crews
on January 8th, and by a helicop-
ter survey of the Quabbin and
Connecticut River Valley on
January 13th, 2010.

The preliminary results of
these efforts yielded sightings of
71 birds. Last year, a record 81
birds were spotted.

Wildlife officials from the
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
(MassWildlife), volunteers, and
interested citizens peered through
the falling snow to observe birds
from the ground and from the air
during the event, which is part of
an annual national survey. State
data are pooled with national data
and used by wildlife officials to
track the progress of the recovery
of the bald eagle.

At the Quabbin Reservoir, 21
adult and 16 juvenile eagles were
spotted by the Massachusetts
Aeronautics Commission helicop-
ter crew, followed by their count
of six adults and two juvenile
eagles and one eagle of unknown
age seen along the Massachusetts
stretch of the Connecticut River.
Four eagles (three adults, one
juvenile) were spotted at the
Wachusett Reservoir by a hardy
boat crew of MassWildlife and
Department of Conservation and
Recreation staff Other Mass-
Wildlife staff and volunteers saw
six adults and three juvenile
eagles at the Merrimack River,
and two adults were seen in the
Lakeville area. In Plymouth, three
adult eagles and one juvenile were
seen. Other eagle sightings were
reported in Fall River, Carver,
Arlington, Sandisfield, Pittsfield
and the Housatonic River.
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What Is Being Proposed tor Our State Forests

JONATHAN VON RANSON
WENDELL - After four hours
of fervent but civil dialogue
about Massachusetts state forests
Tuesday evening in Amherst, the
prospects may have shrunk for
biomass-electricity harvests on
state land, but sentiment favored
continued timber harvesting on a
reduced portion of them.

The wish for even more
“reserve” (land exempt from tree
harvesting) was heard, as was the
perhaps contradictory desire to
supply more of our own forest
products in-state.

The Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) used Ambherst
Middle School to host two sit-
tings — one at 5:00 p.m. and one
that started around 7:30 p.m. —to
present a draft report of its nine-
month long Forest Futures
Visioning process. They were
part of a series of four statewide
public comment sessions.
Attending were several hundred
citizens from Western and
Central Massachusetts, many
from the five towns covered by
this newspaper.

The “visioning™ process arose
out of upset with DCR practices
and policies — initially a rebellion
at the marking of trees for cutting
at Robinson State Park in
Westfield, but soon growing to
include a level of public unhap-
piness with cutting practices at
other forests and in the Quabbin,
where cutting is managed by
DCR in conjunction with the
Division of Water Supply
Protection.

Aerial photos posted recently
on the website of Massachusetts
Forest Watch
(www.maforests.org) show a
veritable checkerboard of recent
clearcuts in the Quabbin. The
visioning process. however,
excluded these and other water-
shed lands.

“There 1s concern that DCR is
policing itself and not doing a
good job of it.” said Claudia
Hurley of Westfield, an activist
with Mass Forest Watch. That
concern, and other issues like
parkland tree harvesting, clear
cuts, forest reserves and biomass
were addressed in the visioning

report.
Foresters, among them
Wendell’s Dave  Richard,

Massachusetts regional forester,
have recently defended DCR’s

work, pointing out that many cit-
izens are ill-informed about the
rationale and techniques of forest
management. Efforts to contact
Richard for comment for this
article were unsuccessful.

A technical steering commit-
tee (TSC) for the visioning
process studied the DCR’s man-
agement structure and policies
and, after input from an advisory
group of stakeholders (AGS).
produced the current recommen-
dations. The recommendations
cover ten areas, six relating to the
land and its treatment and four to

internal reorganization and
process.
Areas designated ‘reserves’

would be off limits for harvest as
one of three zones recommended
in a new planning model for
DCR, the others being ‘park-
lands’ and ‘woodlands’. In per-
haps the most ambitious of its
recommendations, the report
suggests expanding ‘reserves’
from the current 40,000 acres to
between 90,000 and 120.000
acres. Commercial harvests
would be banned also on ‘park-
lands,” which designation would
be applied to 70,000 to 90,000
highly managed acres of the
state’s holdings.

Only on the 100.000 to
150,000 acres designated ‘“wood-
lands” would harvests be carried
out, according to the recommen-
dations.

Language for managing
reserves siresses natural process-
es, and if a problem arises that
might suggest human interven-
tion, “Where there is disagree-
ment among qualified ecologists
and foresters, the default man-
agement prescription should be
to do nothing.”

Attendees expressed concem
about how the zone decisions —
total land area. and where —
would be made. The report sim-
ply says DCR should “imple-
ment a detailed planning and
public input process to identify
feasible, on-the-ground configu-
rations for reserves, parklands
and woodlands, and solicit broad
public input.”

Several of the task force’s
recommendations suggest mod-
els and other strategies to ration-
ali