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N O I S E 0 N I C E 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TORSTEN ZENAS BURNS 

Torsten Zenas Burns at the Peskeomskut Noisecapades 

"As I descended into 
impassable rivers I no 
longer felt guided by the 
fenymen." 

-Arthur Rimbaud 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREAT FALLS - The 
word on the Avenue was, 
"An outdoor winter land
scape sound and perform
ance festival will take 
place on our main vein, 
the Connecticut River, at 
the intertribal nexus of the 
Peskeomskut 
Noisecapades," at high 
110011. 

But at 12:00 p.m. on 
Februa1y 5th, with sleet 
and freezing rain tiptoeing 
down the Doppler and the 
barometric pressure flee
ing south, no one showed 
on the path down to the 
river except one slim 
Asian woman wearing an 
onion domed fur hat. 

Saner minds had pre
vailed and the event, 
which was to have taken 
place on the frozen river 
beneath the dam, had been 
cancelled, so people could 
stay warm indoors and 
prepare for the Superbowl. 

I followed the Asian 
beauty, in case she might 
be lost, in deep snow, 
tiundling across a slanted 
footbridge over blue, oxy
gen rich canal water cold
er than freezer gel, then 
slantwise down a broken Z 
path to the riverbank, 
where a man in a bright 
yellow and pink hazmat 
snow suit wearing a long
haired monster mask wait
ed with a spray painted 
camera on a tripod pointed 
at the slate grey sky. 

"It's a Sony '76 Etheric 
Port-a-Pak," explained 

Torsten Zenas Bwns, from 
Holyoke. 

The rut scene ai·ound 
here has gotten totally out 
of hand. 

Not punctual, not well
rehearsed, not making 
sense, but carefully 
slapped together to 
desti·oy any remaining cul
tural mores or stray ves
tiges of Western Civili
zation that may have sur
vived three stultifying 
decades of Hip-Hop hege
mony, within the next half 
hour more than 70 'noisi
ciai1s' and four dogs from 
as far away as Springfield 
found their way down the 
path to the gelid river 
where they held a phan
tom noise exchange, a 
stone's throw from the one 
lane bridge over the con
crete falls within sound if 
not sight of the town 
named for the man who 
christened them in blood a 
mere 335 years ago this 
spring. 

Perfo1ming for them
selves alone, and their 
electronic recording 
devices, individual noise 
a1tists gave 24 five minute 
conceits in rapid succes
sion, some standing on 
chairs, some on blailkets, 
some in the freezing rain, 
which fell steadily after 
the first half hour but did 
nothing to dampen their 
revel. 

It was Noise on Ice. 
The event was the brain 

infarction ofNeeel Young, 
a Central Street denizen 
who curated 28 successive 
noise ai1d performance 
exhibitions of the 
Phantom Brain Exchange 
at the Rendezvous ending 
in a flash of sulphur last 
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October with unheralded 
appearances by Connect
icut hai·dcore psych-freaks 
the Bimbo Shrineheads, 
Kieran Lally on flour
powered solo guitai· explo
sions, and a lecture by 
Mary Carol on the mean
ing of finality. 

That was nothing com-
pai·ed to Saturday's 
episode. 

"I was a big fan of the 
Phantom Brain Ex
change," gushed Zenas 
Bums, a video aitist who 
moved to Holyoke from 
NYC five years ago, and 
has since been involved 
with "reimagined per
fonnance events" taking 
place seasonally at 
Pai-son's Hall down in the 
Paper City. 

On the river, Zenas 
Bums was like a mutant 
electron orbiting the 
nucleus of the 
Noisecapades with his 
ocher etheric videocam 
pointed in any direction 
but towai·d the rest of the 
perfo1mers, as he wan
dered the slushy purlieus, 
frozen in athletic poses or 
occasionally sprawled 
inert on the ice in his 
green monster mask, like 
some slack miscegenate 
outcast of the arctureai1 
realm. 

The woman in the 
onion dome hat twned out 
to be Aya Yamasaki 
Brown, and she hailed 
from Beppu City on 
Kyusyu Island in the south 
of Japan, a place known 
for its hot springs. 

"This is a really nice 
experience for me," said 
Brown, as the sleet came 
down and stung her face. 
"It's really nice for cre
ative health. Art is not 
only for inside, or under 
the roof." 

She and her husband 
Jason Brown provided sto-
1ytelling, with a minimum 
of noise. With numb fin
gers, Aya gently turned 
delicate watercolor paint
ings like batik prints on 
her husband's handheld 
stage, while Jason told the 
tale of 'How the Moon 
Hai·e Lost His Ears.' It was 
like an ancient Japanese 
fai1ytale pressed through 
the sieve of a Gahan 
Wilson reverie with 
Native American garnish. 
"And so the villagers 
decided to wake the giant 
Hobomok on the nearby 
mow1tain. He fought with 

see NOISE pg 9 

A1ichael Klare at the Leverett Town Hall 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
LEVERETT - Michael 
Klare, the Five College 
professor of Peace and 
World Security Studies, 
told an audience of more 
than 50 people at the 
Leverett town hall on 
Thursday night, Februa1y 
3rd, that the growing 
demand in coining decades 
for increasingly scarce oil 
will be the primaiy fuel of 
future conflict in a resomce 
hw1giy world. 

"The path to peace has 
to be through equitable 
resource access," said 
Klare, who also serves as 
the defense con-espondent 
for the Nation, America's 
oldest weekly magazine. 
"There is no other path." 

Klare caine to Leverett 
as the first in a series of 
speake1-s ai1d events orgai1-
ized by the committee 
working to establish a first 
in the area town peace 
commission. 

Fo1mer selectboard 
member Jim Perkins, when 
he first proposed the for
mation of a Leverett peace 
co1nmiss1011 at the 
December 14th meeting of 
the selectboai·d, asked, "Is 
wai· necessaiy to the exis
tence of global capital
ism?" 

On Februaiy 3rd, Klare 
supplied at least pa1t of the 
aiiswer to that question. 

"I believe wars are 
see WARS pg 12 

Turners Falls RiverCulture coordinator Lisa Davol with Governor Deval Patrick as RiverCulture 
picked up the state's top cultural honor at the Commonwealth Awards on Wednesdqy. 

BY ANNE HARDING - It top cultural honor, for the 'creative economy' ai1d 
was an exciting day at the 'Creative Community.' the imp01tance of vibrant 
statehouse forTwne1-s Falls The day staited with an cultmal commwlities to the 
ruts czarina Lisa Davol ai1d info1mal lw1cheon where general well being of the 
the many economic and guests ai1d award recipients state. Thiity-seven thou
municipal pa1tners of were welcomed by Allita sand jobs statewide are 
Twne1-s Falls RiverCulture Walker, executive director att11buted to the creative 
who tic1velled to Boston to of the Massachusetts economy, with ai1 annual 
watch her pick up the pres- Cultmal Council, and sev- impact of $2 billion in cul
tigious 2011 Common- eral other speake1-s. tural tow-ism - not to men-
wealth Award, the state's A common theme was see BOSTON pg 16 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Darling 

Mustache 
My name is Mustache and I'm 

a four-year-old female longhair 
cat in need of a good home. I am 
a wonderful, darling, loving, 
happy cat. I have super manners, 
too. I have one secret: I have a 
condition called FIV It's a cat
only immune condition. Humans 
and other animals can't get it, and 
it's even hard for other cats to get 
it. Most likely I'll live a long, 
healthy n01mal life with no prob
lems, although it's best for me to 
be an indoor-only girl. According 
to Best Friends, it should be fine 
for me to live with other cats, too, 
as long as eve1yone gets along. 
The staff here can give you all the 
details about FIV. I've been here 
so long that I'm a Lonely Heaits 
Club cat, which means my adop
tion fee is 50% off. To find out 
more about adopting me, please 
contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-
9898 or via email at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

"It's Just a stone's throw from reanty: 
Groceries • Videos • Home Baked Goods 

Beer • Wine • Liquor 

l'v'ION -SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 84'1 
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Lockes Village Rd. 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Annual Valentines Party 

TURNERS FALLS - There will 
be a Valentines Party at the 
Cainegie Library on Saturday, 
Februaiy 12th, starting at 10:30 
a.m. Children of all ages and 
their families can make fun 
valentine inspired crafts, cai·ds, 
and other heait themed projects 

with Ruth O 'Mara and Linda 
Hickman. This is a free program 
and the craft materials will be 
provided. The refreshments 
include a chocolate fondue foun
tain. For more info1mation con
tact the Carnegie Library, 201 
Ave. A,Turners Falls, 863-3214. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Presentation, Seed Swap, Film The Fly 

Four-Season, Small-Plot Food 
Production: an introduction to 
"permacul ture" -influenced, 
backyai·d fa1ming, with Daniel 
Botkin at Wendell Free Libraiy 
on Thursday, F ebrua1y 17th from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm. This presenta
tion is free of chai·ge. 

Also at the Libraiy, there will 
be a Seed Swap on Sunday, Feb 
20th from 11 :30 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. 
Meet new Local Foods 
Coordinator Liz Ca1ter, share 
ideas, swap last year's leftover 
seeds, get free seeds to stait a 
new garden, and learn about seed 
saving with Dan Botkin from 
Laughing Dog Fa1m (his heir
loom vegetable seeds will be 
available for sale). For more 

info1mation contact Liz Caiter at 
liz.k.carter@gmail.com. 

Monthly Science Fiction/ 
Honor Film Series feature at the 
Libraiy is The Fly on Saturday, 
Feburary 12th, 7:30 p.m. A scien
tist has a hon'ific accident when 
he tries to use his newly invented 
telepo1tation device. Umated. 
Free Admission (but seating is 
limited). 

COA Film Series presents 
Charade along with short feature 
Solartopia by Dan Keller on 
Sunday, Februaiy 13th, 7:00 p.m. 

For more information about 
the Wendell Free Libraiy visit its 
web page at www.wendellfreeli
braiy.org or call (978) 544-3559. 

Book Connect Community 
Reading Program 

This year nine local libraries 
are pa1ticipating in the Book 
Connect community reading pro
gram. But unlike past years - this 
year the libraries have chosen 
three different books to empha
size themes of immigration and 
Native inhabitants. 

Montague, Erving, New 
Salem and Greenfield libraries 
are encouraging their residents to 
read The Foreign.er, by Francie 
Lin, while Deerfield, Shutesbwy 
and Sunderland are holding pro
grams and book discussions on 
Mayflower by Nathaniel 
Philbrick. Wendell and Leverett 
libraries have picked a book 
about a dark, seldom-remem
bered aspect of American Histo1y 
- the first widespread conflict 
between the indigenous inhabi
tants and the newly arrived 
immigrants from Europe. 

King Phillip 3' War, by Eric 
Schultz and Michael Tougias, 
considers the Histo1y and legacy 

of America's forgotten conflict. 
Next week, programs in Leverett 
and Wendell will begin to bring 
the topic of King Phillip's War to 
life locally with a presentation on 
Wednesday, Fehn.my 16th, 7:00 
p.m. at Leverett Library. Mitch 
Mulholland, Director of UMass 
Archaeological Services, will 
show slides and discuss the 
ai·chaeology of the Connecticut 
River Valley, including findings 
relating to King Phillip's War. 

On Friday, Februa1y 25th, 
7:00 pm. Wendell Public Library 
hosts the presentation Hidden 
Landscapes: New Investigations 
into Ancient Stone Ruins of New 
England, with Na1rngansett 
Tribal Preservation Officer Doug 
Hanis and Filmmaker Ted 
Timreck. The presentation 
includes a showing of Ted's new 
film, Great Falls: Discovery, 
Destruction, and Presen:ation in 
a Massachusetts Town. 
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Handicapped Post Office Parkin~ 
By Joseph A. Parzych; Turners Falls - Good ne111s for handicapped 

drivers who wish to park in front of the Turners 'Falls Post Office. If you look 
close!J, you can make out the sign reserving a parking space for handicapped 
drivers. Not once, all winter, has a'!Y illegal parking occu"ed in the reserved 

space. To use the parking space, all a handicapped person needs to do is to shov
el awqy the snow. Who kn0111s? There mqy alreat!J be a car parked under there. 

SLATE LIBRARY NEWS 
Valentine Crafting Workshop 

GILL - Slate Library on Main 
Street in Gill will host a Valen
tine workshop on Saturday, 
Feb1uary 12th at 10:00 am. 

Do you like to make things 

using stamps, glitter and glue? 
Come join us for a ftm filled 

morning creating Valentines for 
fainily and friends. 

All ages are welcome. 

1.1listoric 'lJriage :facts I 
PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the 
original construction of the Gill-Montague Bridge in 1937-38. 

• On May 25th, 19S7, to make way for the Turners Falls abutments for 
the Gill-Montague bridge, the International Paper Company (for
merly the Montague Pulp Company) began razing the boiler room 
section of their mill, adjacent to the bridge approach. 

• At 6:15 a.m. on June 8th, 19S7, the 100-foot steel smoke stack was 
removed and subsequently disassembled or cut up to be sold for 
scrap. It was necessary to do this work early in the morning in an 
attempt to avoid a large crowd gathering to watch the demolition. 

• This timetable was designed to eliminate any potential injury that 
may have resulted to the sidewalk superinteruiants. 

correction: 
In the Barn Collapse in 

Montague Center sto1y in last 
week's issue, we gave the 
wrong job title for bain owner 
Dean Ga1vin. He is the associ
ate station manager at 
Montague Community 
Television, not the administra
tive director. 

,Vore bridge facts next week! 

Note from the Gill 
Tax Collector 

The Property Tax bills for 
the Town of Gill were mailed 
out on Februa1y 8th, and are 
due on May 2nd. Because of a 
printing e1rnr, some bills show 
an inconect due date. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - February 14th -18th 

The correct due date is May 
2nd, 2011. If anyone has any 
questions, please call Ronnie 
Lachance at the Tax Collectors 
office at 863-2105. GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 

Center, 62 Fifth Street, Twners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 am. The meal 
site manager is Keny Togneri. 
Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness class
es are suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Volunta1y donations are 
accepted. For more info1mation, 
to make meal rese1vations, or to 
sign up for programs call ( 413) 
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. AARP tax prepara
tion appointments are available 
now for March 28th. Call the 
Senior Center to sign up. 

Monday, February 14th 
9:00 a.m. Foot clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 

1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, February 15th 
10:30 a.m. Yoga 
12:45 pm. COA Meeting 
Wednesday, February 16th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, February 17th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Fliday, February 18th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1:00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For information and rese1va
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 am., with reservations 24 
hours in advance. 
Transportation can be provided 
for meals, shopping, or medical 

necessity. Please call the Senior 
Center at (413) 423-3308 to find 
out when the next blood pres
sure clinic will be held. 

Monday, February 14th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, February 15th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10:00 am. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, February 16th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:30 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, February 17th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
FI·iday, February 18th 
11 :30 am. Ltmch - Roast Pork 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 
544-6760 for hours and upcom
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• \!Vei.1-NicLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - The Department of 
Conse1vation and Recreation's 
(DCR) Universal Access 
Program will offer cross-coun
try skiing, kick sledding, snow
shoeing, ice skating, sled hock
ey, and snowmobile rides for 
individuals with disabilities, 
their families, and friends at 
Wendell State Forest in Wendell, 
on Saturdays, Febmary 12th and 
26th, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Free use of accessible 
equipment and staff assistance 
will be available. Pre-registra
tion is required, please call All 
Out Adventures at 413-527-
8980. To contact the state forest 
directly, call 413-659-3797. 

In addition to the l 830s-era 
bam on Center Street that col
lapsed under the weight of 
recent snow and ice, as pictured 
on the front of last week's issue, 
at least two other old bams have 
collapsed in recent days in 
Montague Center - one on 
Greenfield Road and one on 
Meadow Road. A chimney on 
the 1850s town hall fell down, 
and another chimney on that 
same stiucture appears to be in 
danger of following suit. Let's 
hope the temperature rises soon, 
so we can get some thawing 
action on overburdened roofs 
and buildings. 

The Second Saturday 
Childrens' Series continues at 
the Great Falls Discove1y 

Center, 2 Avenue A in Tumers 
Falls on Feb1uary 12th from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Activities will include aits and 
crafts focusing on local winter 
birds. Children will also make a 
bird feeder to take home, learn 
how to identify local birds and 
investigate how a bird's beak 
affects their choice of bird food. 

The United Way of Franklin 
County has shared their wealth 
of donated blankets with 
Franklin County Home Care on 
Tuesday, Feb1ua1y 8th, The 
blankets were a gift from E&R 
Laundry of Manchester, NH in 
honor of the their work with 
Deerfield Academy. 
More than 1000 blankets were 
donated. Sixty blankets were 
given to FCHCC to disti·ibute to 
elders in their cai·e. The remain
ing blankets were shared with 
the Franklin County Community 
Meals program and the 
Greenfield Family Inn. 

The No1thfield Mount 
He1mon Symphony Orchesti·a, 
Concert Band, and Jazz 
Ensemble will present a benefit 
concert for senior citizens in 
Franklin County to benefit the 
Meals on Wheels program on 
Sunday, Febmary 20th, at 3:00 
p m., at the Rhodes Art Center in 
Gill. The program will consist of 
music "As You Remember It," 
including Classical, Americana 
and Big Band hits. The concert 
is free and open to the public; a 

Snowshoeing in the Moonlight 
Northfield Mountain is a 

magical place on a moonlit 
evening. Join Northfield staffers 
on Friday, Feb1uary 18th, from 
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to explore 
how to best navigate at night, 
share inspiring quotes from lit
era1y lovers of the moon and 
stars, and take a sho1t "solo" 
walk by moonlight. A warm cup 
of cocoa and snacks will 
be the perfect ending to 
this two-mile hike. No 
previous snowshoeing 
experience is neces
sa1y for these adven-

tures by the light of the moon. 
Preregistration is required by 
calling (800) 859-2960. 
Program cost is $5.00 per person 
or $17 per person with snow
shoe rentals. Bring a water bot
tle for the trail, wear wind pants 
or gaiters if you have them and 
dress in waim layers that can be 
shed as we get moving. 

Northfield Mountain 
Visitor Center is located at 

99 Millers Falls Road 
in No1thfield 
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donation will be taken for Meals 
on Wheels. For more info1ma
tion or directions contact Anna 
Viadero 773-5555 x 2296. 

Wendell Health Workers Head to Haiti 

A "Supper for Six" bag is a 
reusable groce1y bag filled with 
non-perishable items for dinner, 
and in many cases breakfast or 
ltmch, for a family of six. The 
Febmary 2010 "Supper for Six" 
drive and event gathered more 
than 350 reusable groce1y bags 
filled with more than 5,000 
pounds of non-perishable food 
items that were subsequently 
distI'ibuted to families in need 
across Franklin County. 

This year's "Supper for Six" 
event will begin at 5 :30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Febmary 15th, at the 
Bement School, 94 Old Main 
Street in Deerfield. Women's 
Way members and suppo1ters 
will bring and sort the food bags. 
Donors tmable to attend can 
drop off their bags at the United 
Way offices, 51 Davis Sti·eet, 
Strite 2, in Greenfield. 

All bags will be disti'ibuted to 
families in need across Franklin 
County by the Center for Self 
Reliance in Greenfield and by 
the Franklin County Community 
Meals Program's Food Pantry in 
Orange. 

"Disney Camp Rock, the 
Musical" is being presented by 
Ja'Duke Productions of Tumers 
Falls, at the Greenfield High 
School auditorium located on 
Lenox Avenue in Greenfield on 
Saturday, Febmary 19th, 7:00 
pm., and Sunday, Febnwy 20th 
at 2:00 p.m. For ticket info, call 
413-863-0001. 

Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@Jnontague-ma.net 

Ma1y Collins, an emergency 
medical technician, and Florian 
Coco Schacht!, a registered nurse, 
both residents of Wendell, will be 
heading to Haiti on Monday to 
spend two weeks assisting with 
the delive1y of primary health 
care at a small clinic on the n01th 
coast. The two are still raising the 
fonds needed to pay for their 
humanitarian effort, and will be 
assisted in that effo1t by a 
fondraiser at the Deja Brew pub 
in Wendell the night before they 
leave. On Sunday, Febmary 13th, 
from 8 -10 p.m., Annie Hassett 
and Gangly Hea1t (Bob Rosser, 
Tina Hom, Smiling Steve) will 
play, and all proceeds from the 
show will go to Collins' and 
Schacht! 'strip, along with 10% of 
food and drink sales at the pub 
from 8 p.m. on. (If people come 
for dinner eai·lier and mention the 
benefit, 10% of their bill will go 
toward the Haiti trip as well.) 

Collins and Schacht! will work 
at a clinic named Sante Pou Yo 
(Health for All) in the village of 
Bod Me Limbe, to the west of 
Cap Haitien. 

The clinic serves the popula
tion for a variety of health issues 
including cholera, malaria, HIV, 
intestinal parasites, pediatric diar
rhea and malnuti'ition. The clinic 
focuses on treatment and preven
tion, conducting outi·each in sur
rounding villages on cholera and 
mala11a prevention, sexual health 
and biith control counseling, 
water sanitation, and nuti'ition. 

The two Wendell health work
ers will help assess, ti·eat and 
ti'iage patients, train and suppo1t 
staff and translators in assisting 
with patient care, and organize 

3rd Annual TFHS Food Drive Underway 
BY NANCY HOLMES 
TURNERS FALLS - Members 
of the Tumers Falls High School 
class of 1969, along with mem
bers of the TFHS Alumni, are 
holding their third annual food 
di'ive to suppo1t the FranklinArea 
Survival Center. 

Any non-perishable food 
items are accepted. Items most 
requested are peanut butter, mac
ai·oni and cheese and canned tuna 
or chicken. 

Four pounds of food feeds one 
person three meals a day for one 
day. Also needed ai·e household 
items, Kleenex, toilet paper, 

paper towels and baby diapers 
and wipes. Monetaiy conti'ibu
tions are more than welcome, as 
they are more than doubled by the 
Swvival Center shopping at the 
Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. Please make 
checks payable to FASC at 90 4th 
Sti·eet, Twners Falls, MA 01376, 
and in the note line wi'ite: TFHS 
Alumni. Drop off sites ai·e located 
at Scotty's and the Food Panny. 
For pickup of food items, call 
863-2213. Alumni will be at Food 
City on Saturday, Febmary 12th 
from 9:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m., so 
stop by and say 'Hello'! 

and conduct community outi·each 
programs. 

Conti'ibutions can be made 
online at www.razoo.com/stor
y/Coco-And-Ma1y-Volunteer via 
the pa1tner 50lc3 organization 
HaitiCorps Intemational, where 
more details on the expedition 
can be found. 

The two will also b1'ing med
ical supplies, including w'ine dip
sticks, children's Tylenol in 
chewable and liqtrid fo1m, baby 
aspirin for cai·diac patients, and 
e1ythromycin cream for neonates. 

For more info: 
cocoschachtl@gmail.com or 
(978) 544-2121. 

Storage Garages 
for Rent 

~ 
Eagle Automotive 

147 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
413-824-8111 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

Mon, Tue ll: Wed 

Specials 
Large 16" Pizzas 
with 1 Topping for 

$9. 95 plus tax 

With Any 12" or 8" Sub 
1 FREE 12 oz.Can of Soda 

Any Steak, Chicken or 
Veggie Burrito 
$5.95 plustax 

Roberto·s 
Family Restaurant 
196 Turners Falls Road 

863-0022 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1'(;'r ~ ;__;.., Brion R. Son Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re~Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Mon1ague S1ree1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 

River View Muscle Therap9 

Muscle Therapy ~ 
Swedish Massage 

Therapeutic Touch /'.~~~:::;:~✓ 

By Appointment Only 
Julie Lowenshlll'g, RN, LMT 

Membe:i; AMTA ---

2 5ndge5treet •Shel ume Falls•+! }-625-99}2 or6H-0220 

Prepald&IUdlll 

Pr1111msa1111a111 
.J 
- Wl ler Dllllls 

~ 

Air Cllllllllfllllll 
Senlcl& 

l■slalllllGA 

54-0 Northlleld Rd., Bernardston 
www.counLryoLl.com 

l -800-327-9992 
413-048-9912 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

"Free Co11sultation 
11 State of the Art Sou11d 
* Best Music for 4/l Ages/0ccasio11s 
* Rental Karaoke System 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

,1,iuw.111crnrtl1yf,111vmlhw11c,.c11111 

Sinre 1895 

011 the Com11w11 
G1w!11Jield, Massac/1usetu 

TunwrsFnlls, Mas.<adwsms 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Director 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
,.. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PECTIOH STATION) HO~ 13051 
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Reinote Control War 
BY JIM CASON 
WASHINGTON - The fail
ure of the U.S. war strategy in 
Afghanistan to contain the 
anti-government insurgency 
has led the Obama adminis
tration to expand the unde
clared war in Pakistan. 

According to the Long War 
Journal, the number of U.S. 
attacks in Pakistan, using 
unmanned Predator drones, 
has gone from five in 2007 to 
117 in 2010. 

Government officials here 
in Washington say privately 
they expect the covert war to 
expand even fmther this year. 
Yet Congress and the public 
have undertaken no signifi
cant examination of this new 
war's consequences. 

Members of Congress have 
almost daily reminders of the 
cost of the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq in the 
form of the dead and wound
ed U.S. soldiers returning 
home. Lawmakers travel reg
ularly to attend flmerals of the 
fallen. 

The U.S. drone strikes in 
Pakistan produce many casu
alties, but none of those killed 
are citizens of our cotmtry. 
The pilots operating the 
remote-controlled drones 
used to launch missile attacks 
in Pakistan usually sit behind 
computer screens far from the 
battlefield. For policymakers 
in Washington, this is a war 
without hometown casualties. 

The English language 
press in Pakistan often relays 
repo1ts of civilians killed in 
these attacks. But those 
repo1ts rarely make headlines 
in the United States. The only 
ongoing reminder of this war 
is the occasional headline 
suggesting the United States 
has successfolly killed anoth
er al-Qaeda militant. For most 
Americans, that's justification 
enough for this new war by 
assassination. 

Having closely followed 
the Congressional investiga
tions of CIA assassination 
attempts in the 1970s, I find 
the current shift in public atti
tudes alarming. Back in the 
1970s, when investigations 
led by Senator Frank Church 

revealed that the CIA had 
engaged in targeted killings 
of foreign leaders, President 
Gerald Ford felt obligated to 
sign an executive order ban
ning intelligence agencies 
from engaging in assassina
tions. 

I'm not na1ve enough to 
believe that the United States 
halted its involvement, but at 
one time the public attitude 
was that such assassinations 
were wrong. We are a nation 
of laws. As recently as 2001, 
when Israel engaged in target
ed assassinations against 
Hamas leaders in Gaza, the 
U.S. ambassador to Israel was 
forced to go on record against 
the killings (although our 
government did not cut off 
assistance to the Israeli units 
involved in these murders). 

Following the 9/11 tenor
ist attacks, President George 
W. Bush authorized U.S. 
intelligence agencies to kill 
al-Qaeda leaders operating 
anywhere in the world. In my 
view, these campaigns were 
ineffective and violated inter
national law. 

President Obama's star
tling expansion of this drone 
assassination campaign has 
gone by largely unnoticed. 
Missile attacks from drones 
often target a single person 
for assassination, but end up 
killing dozens. Nearly 2,000 
people have been killed in 
Pakistan by drones since 
2006, yet Congress has held 
only one public hearing on 
these weapons. Instead, 
Congress inse1ts even more 
money than the president 
requests for them into the 
Pentagon's budget - and 
there's even a special caucus 
to promote the drones. 

As the Obama administra
tion exponentially expands 
the use of remote-controlled 
drones for assassinations, 
Congress should take a sec
ond look at this new kind of 
fighting that's done in our 
name. You don't have to work 
for a Quaker lobby to ques
tion whether remote control 
killings in Pakistan are help
ing to make our country more 
secure. Within Pakistan and 

~-------liinJfiO;r-------, 
D $20 for half year subscription 
D $25 out-of-area subscribers 

11t{Jie :ffl@UtalJUie l\tp@rlier 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name: -------------------
Address: _____________ _ 

Town: state: Zip: ----- ---- -----~------------------------~ 
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BiQ Box HearinQ Postponed 

The Greenfield planning 
board's final public hearing 
on the 135,000-square-foot 
combined retail - groce1y 
store proposed for the French 
King Highway was postponed 
from February 3rd until 
Thursday, Febmary 17th, at 7 
p m. at the Greenfield High 
School. 

Yemen (where the United 
States has also used such 
drones), the strikes have 
become a rallying cry for 
anti-government political 
groups and a recruiting tool 
for the same violent, extrem
ist organizations the U.S. 
hopes to dismantle. 

There's a bumper sticker 
that sums up this problem. It 
reads: "We're making ene
mies faster than we can kill 
them." Congress, and the 
nation as a whole, need to 
decide if our goal is simply to 
kill more people or to make 
this cotmtry safer. If our goal 
is the latter, then assassina
tions by drones or any other 
means doesn't belong in our 
policy tool kit. 

This editorial first 
appeared in Other Words, a 
project of the Institute for 
Policy Studies. Jim Cason is 
an associate executive secre
tary at the Friends 
Committee on National 
Legislation, a Quaker lobby 
in the public interest. 
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Clear Reporting on a Hot Topic 
Thank you for your thought

fol and thorough report on 
Foster's grocery store in 
Greenfield and its co-owner, 
Jason Deane (MR IX #15: 
Saturating the Grocery 
Market). 

Your repo1ting made it ve1y 
clear why we do not need any 
more large grocery stores in 
Greenfield or our neighboring 

towns. 
What a pleasure to read real 

information on this hot topic in 
our town, along with rationale 
for why it would not be a good 
fit, rather than repo1ting written 
primarily from the developer's 
point of view. 

Sandy Thomas 
Greenfield 

Big Box Stores Destroy Downtowns 
There is a Wal-Mart very 

close to the center of the towns 
I am about to list. These down
towns have been devastated. 
Drive through them if you think 
I am wrong: Winchendon, 
Gardner, Fitchburg, Orange, 
Athol. 

There is a Wal-Ma1t within 
five miles of each of these 
Central Massachusetts towns. 

We are all wonied about the 
effect on local food stores from 
the planned 135,000-square foot 
superstore planned for the 
French King Highway. Well, 
guess what? If a Wal-Mart 
shows up we may also see the 
doors closing on local hardware 

stores and other retailers. And if 
this Wal-Mart has an automo
tive section, how will our local 
se1vice stations compete for oil 
changes, tires and batte1y serv
ice? This goes far beyond food 
sales. 

Wake up. Wal-Ma1t is bad 
news for us. 

If for some reason you think 
I might be wrong, let me tell 
you, I owned a home in 
Winchendon and worked for GE 
in Fitchburg. I saw firsthand 
these downtowns going right 
down the h1bes. 

- Don Clegg 
Turners Falls 

A Thorough Report 
Many thanks and commenda

tions to David Detmold for the 
extraordinarily thorough, accu
rate, and intelligent summary of 
a lecture I gave at Amherst (MR 
IX#18: Speaking of Lucretius). 

I have read many articles 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. Please 

email: reporter-poems@mon-

taguema.net for consideration in 

the monthly Poetry Page. Include 

25-word bio. Poems may also be 
posted to Montague Reporter, 58 

4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience necessary, 

as a poet. 

attempting to summarize lec
hrres, mine and those of others, 
and I have rarely encotmtered 
anything as impressive. 

- Stephen Greenblatt 
Harvard University 

Cambridge 

We Welcome Your 
Leffers! 

;fffilontague l\.eporter 
58 4th St Tumers Falls, 

MA 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 
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the Gill Go1.1rrnet 
Creamy Kie~basa SolU\p 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Stella Skrypek recently 
stopped me in Food City to say 
she hadn't seen any of my 
recipes in the Montague 
Reporter lately. So, I'm submit
ting this recipe in her honor. 

Since kielbasa comes in all 
sizes, some big enough to jump 
rope with, I'm going to recom
mend a kielbasa small enough 
to wear as an Easter bonnet. 
That way, Stella won't be eating 
leftover kielbasa soup until next 
Easter. 

This is a reasonably healthy 
recipe. Since most kielbasa has 
more salt than you ever want to 
tell your doctor about, the rest 
of the ingredients will be salt 
free to ease your conscience. 

If you use good old Polish 
Kielbasa made of pork and beef, 
which has a stronger flavor plus 
the most salt, I won't tell any
one. 

Creamy Kielbasa Soup 
1 turkey kielbasa, the size of 

an Easter bonnet 
quarter cups of diced red 

onion 
three medium red potatoes 
16 ounces of fat free sour 

cream 
1 heaping tablespoon of flour 
three packets of salt free beef 

bouillon powder 
1 egg 

fresh ground black pepper 
1 tablespoon of Balsamic 

vinegar 
1 teaspoon of crushed car

away seeds 
1 sprinkling of powdered dill 

weed 
a quarter teaspoon of cream 

of tartar 

Fry the onion in olive oil 
tmtil transparent in the biggest 
frying pan you own. Toss in the 
kielbasa, add water and crushed 
caraway seeds, leaving enough 
room for the sour cream. While 
the kielbasa, cut in four inch 
pieces, is cooking on medium
low heat, cut the potatoes into 
half inch cubes and boil in a 
separate sauce pan until just 
cooked and not mushy. 

In a blender, blend sour 
cream, vinegar, egg, flour, 
cream of tartar and a couple of 
cooked potatoes, along with a 
cup of the kielbasa water. Don't 
get too exuberant with the kiel
basa water because the mixhrre, 
including the potatoes, will 
whip up, making it delightfully 
creamy but increasing in vol
tune, which may be too large a 
quantity for your flying pan. 

Pour the whipped mixture 
into the flying pan. You may 
need to use a big soup pot if the 
frying pan is not one that's big 
enough to bathe a baby. 

Stir the mixh1re and cook at 
low heat, so as to not curdle the 
mixhrre. Add the rest of the 
potatoes and season with fresh
ly grotmd black peppercorns 
and a sprinkling of dill weed. 
For a more zesty taste, you can 
experiment with a dash of red 
pepper. T1y it on a bowl of soup 
so that you don't have to throw 
away a whole pot full if it gets 
too hot! 

If you are making soup for 
more than just one or two peo
ple, buy the jump rope size kiel
basa and increase the ratio of 
other quantities to match, in a 
big soup pot. 
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Don't Wait for Valentine's Day to Say I Love You 
BY MARVIN SHEDD 
BERNARDSTON - Tue phone 
call took me by swprise. It came 
from one of my oldest and dearest 
friends, someone who is like a sis
ter to me. 

When my wife said it was Dale 
on the phone, asking for me, an 
immediate sense of dread took 
hold. hl those seconds before put
ting the receiver to my ear, a num
ber of possible scenarios crossed 
my rnind. When I heard her voice 
I knew right away something was 
ten1bly v.•rong. When she told me 
she was at the hospital awaiting 
transport to Baystate Medical 
Center for emergency heart sur
gery, my own heart sank. 

Tue call was brief. She told me 
only that she hadn't been feeling 
well, so she had gone to the emer
gency room where the doctors dis
covered a blocked artery. I wished 
her well and told her I would be 
thinking of her. 

As I hung up the phone, it 
occuffed to me I hadn't told her 
that I loved her. We get condi
tioned to be careful about express-

ing our feelings to people we 
aren't in a relationship with, and 
God forbid we actually use the 
word love. Never one to follow 
society's dictates and always 
quick to tell people how I feel 
about them, I hadn't said what I 
felt and it bothered me. 

Dale and I enjoy one of those 
rare friendships, one of only two 
that I have experienced in my life, 
where you feel completely com
fortable saying what you feel, 
expressing who you are. We knew 
each other in high school, but it 
wasn't until the early 80s, while 
playing on a local softball team, 
that we became close foends. We 
shared a similar outlook on life 
and spent many evenings over a 
glass of wine or a cup of coffee 
discussing ow· hopes and drearns, 
each encow·aging and supporting 
the other. 

We've enjoyed ow· share of 
adventw·es over the year·s, like the 
time we were trying to move a 
dryer into my house. Dale pulled, 
I pushed and we finally got it 
there, and then laughed until ow· 

sides hwt. One morning she called 
to say her roof was leaking and she 
needed help patching it. By the 
end of the day, we were both cov
ered with roof tar, but dr-ank a beer 
on the roof when we were fin
ished. When my eighteen-month 
old son had a series of seizw·es, it 
was Dale I called at two in the 
morning to accompany us to the 
hospital. She stayed by my side 
the whole night, leaving only 
when she was sure my son and I 
were OK. 

As I sat in the intensive care 
unit at Baystate, holding my son's 
hand, I realized more than ever 
how quickly the people we love 
can be taken from us. It reinforced 
my belief that we should always 
tell those we love what they mean 
to us - parents, husbands, wives, 
sons, daughters and yes, even 
those who are not part of our fam
ilies but who, nonetheless, eru1ch 
our lives by their presence in it. 

I plan on calling Dale in a few 
days to see how the sw-gery went, 
and to see how she is feeling. This 
time, I'll tell her I love her. 

Everyone at the Table 
Education Finance & Regional Collaboration 
Public education finance is the theme of a seminar on Saturday, Febmary 12th at 

Greenfield Middle School from 8:30-1:30. Area school committee members and the public will 
learn about "Chapter 70: Problems with the Formula," "The Gill-Montague Challenge" and 

"Franklin County Collaboration & Education Finance." 

Saturday, February 12th• 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. • Morning Coffee• Light Lunch 
Public Invited 

Panelists include: Paul Dunphy, District Affairs Coordinator, Office of Rep. Stephen Kulik 
Dr. Carl Ladd, Superintendent, Gill-Montague Regional School District 

Glenn Koocher, Executive Director, Massachusetts Association of School Committees 
along with Jeff Singleton, Tupper Brown, Jim Slavas, Michael Idoine and other 

area school committee and town finance committee members 

The fonun is sponsored by the Franklin Cotmty School Committee Caucus (fcscc.wordpress.com) 
as part of its ongoing advocacy program for area public school districts. Lively discussions will 

take place among municipal finance officials, school committee members, and educators. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Domestic, Asian & European 

~J' 

Ji/ r _,' • 

Eagle Automotive 
147 2nd Street, Turners Falb 

(413) 824-8111 
Engine Light 
ABS/Brake Light 
SRS/Alr Bag Light 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE 
(413-773-7747) 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

t!RSATIYS NAIRt!UfflNG 
PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

/lfen, Wo,nen & ~hffdNln 

~--~J'Nt'S ~ C~%-i 
Gift eetfifieate.s Available 

865-2022 
TURN~HFAlU 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 

~ #te ee-e11,.,. ~ #te '9 ,.,e, 

,$nlli'l;li•-Z. 
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Professional Painting & Decorating 

Contractor - Retailer 
www.couturebros.com 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

' 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

c::::;J 
CHEVFla.ET 

Avalanche Colorado Suhurban Tahoe ~ulnox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

NEW LOCAL OWNERSHIP 

FAMILY VACUUM 
34 Chapman Stn~et ~ 0:1111erci.al Rug-

rnpoo Rent,t{ 
Greenfield 413-774-2046 
Mon - Fri. 9:30 - 5:30 I Saturday, 8:.30 - 3:00 

cAQ~ vUake~ g. JAodeQg 
Most Repairs Done within 48 Hours 
New & Used Vacuums for Sale 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD NOTES FROM THE lEVERETT SElECTBOARD 
Budget Badminton at 

First Joint Hearing 
Erving Paper Mill Calls Proposed 

Revenue Sharing Agreement Unfair 
BY KATIE NOLAN -
"We were confused and 
bewildered," Morris 
Housen told the Erving 
selectboard, and approxi
mately 20 other people 
attending the board's 
February 3rd meeting. 

The cause of the 
Erving Paper Mill CEO' s 
confusion was a letter 
from Erving's attorney, 
after months of executive 
session discussions with 
the selectboard over the 
revenue sharing agree
ment between the town of 
Erving and Erseco, the 
paper mill subsidiary that 
operates the town-owned 
wastewater treatment 
plant in Erving Center. 

Erseco treats wastes 
from Erving Paper Mill, 
Erving Center residents, 
and also from fee-paying 
'third party' septage 
haulers. The town pays 
Erseco $1 per year to 
treat the Erving residen
tial wastes and has been 
receiving approximately 
$150,000 annually from 
Erseco as its contracted 
share of third party fees. 

In December, the 
selectboard agreed to for
give a year's worth of 
revenue-sharing pay
ments and to renew the 
existing contract for three 
years, starting in fiscal 
year 2012. 

Selectboard chair 
Andrew Goodwin said, 
"It was a good move for 
us to help them out," 
because the paper mill is 
presently operating under 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. 

Erseco rejected the 
town's offer in a letter 
dated December 16th of 
last year. 

In January, the select
board extended the exist
ing agreement until 
February 28th. 

Tom Newton, Erving 
Paper Mill general man
ager, told the board that 
company executives had 
come away from their 
joint meetings "with the 
impression that the board 
understood the inequity 
of the agreement" and 
was willing to restructure 
the contract. He said the 
paper mill had submitted 
two proposals for restruc
turing, and company 
executives were sur
prised when they 
received a letter from the 
town's attorney that "did 
not reflect the tone of our 
conversation." 

Newton said, "We 
appreciate the offer of a 
one-time reprieve, but it 
wasn't anything we dis
cussed together." 

Goodwin replied, "As 
a board, three people 
have to agree, and there 
were different views on 
the board." He said the 
letter from the town's 
attorney reflected the 
vote of the board. 

Newton asked if the 
board was open to further 
discussion, because the 
letter seemed to present 
"the town's final posi
tion, subject to no further 
negotiation." 

Housen asked the 
selectboard, "How do 

you justify this agree
ment?" Regarding the 
third party septage rev
enue, he said, "We built 
this business from noth
ing." 

Goodwin noted the 
treatment plant is a town
owned asset and the town 
is the treatment plant's 
permit holder. "If Erseco 
doesn't treat the waste 
properly, we own the 
risk." 

Selectboard member 
Jaime Hackett said the 
town wants to help the 
paper mill because over 
the years many Erving 
residents have worked 
there. "If you don't make 
it and we have to spend 
$2 million to downsize 
the treatment plant, it 
affe.cts all taxpayers in 
town." 

Newton said he felt 
"the spirit of the original 
agreement" was that the 
paper mill would nm the 
treatment plant and treat 
town wastes for free. He 
said as the paper mill 
became more efficient, it 
reduced the amount of 
waste it produced, there
by creating excess capac
ity at the treatment plant. 
"The excess capacity was 
not a commodity created 
by the town." He added, 
"There is no terminology 
like 'capacity' in the 
original agreement." 

Erseco general manager 
Peter Coleman said costs 
for operating the treatment 
plant are "a heavy load" 
for the paper mill. 

see ERVING pg 10 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
The Leverett School 
Committee held their first 
meeting of the budget sea
son with the selectboard 
and finance committee on 
Tuesday night, an experi
ment that generated more 
heat than light. 

Though a cut in state aid 
of between 5% and 10% 
has been anticipated for 
FY' 12, higher than expect
ed tax receipts over the last 
few months have raised 
optimism on Bea.con Hill 
that steep cuts may yet be 
avoided. 

Nonetheless, the stimu
lus funds that have propped 
up state and local budgets 
for the past two years are 
chying up and rolling away: 
77% of the extra $7 .1 bil
lion the federal government 
committed to Massachu
setts since February of 
2008 has already been 
spent; the rest will be gone 
by the end of this year, 
leaving gaping deficits to 
which neither the Leverett 
Elemenl:aly School nor the 
town itself will be immune. 

Farshid Hajir, chair of 
the Leverett school com
mittee, told the joint board 
meeting that loss of federal 
stimulus fonds and other 
grants, coupled with an 
ongoing decline in the 
number of school choice 
students enrolled (and the 
$5,000 per pupil average 
state aid they bring with 
them) has resulted in a drop 
in revenue for the elemen
tary school of $24,441 
coming into FY' 12. "We 
hope the selectboard will 
hold us hamtless for that 

loss," said Hajir, as he 
began his budget presenta
tion. 

Hajir said before the 
selectboard had sent out 
instmctions that all depait
ments shottld plan on level 
fonded budgets, at best, for 
FY'l2, the school commit
tee had proposed a $57,933 
(3 .41 % ) increase over last 
year's local expenditure, to 
suppo1t a $2,031,298 ele
menl:aly operating budget. 

Town administrative 
coordinator Ma1jie 
McGinnis said $57,933 
would consume more than 
half of the town's expected 
revenue growth for FY'l2. 

In addition to the loss of 
grant funding, Hajir has 
said the school committee 
is tiying to restore some 
needed ftmding for line 
items for materials and 
maintenance that have been 
cut steeply in recent yeai-s. 

To get to level fonding 
for FY' 12, Hajir offered an 
outline for how the school 
could cut $8,354 for new 
textbooks, professional 
development for teache1-s, 
audio visual materials, 
inst11.1ctional equipment 
and supplies, while apply
ing $25,137 in Medicaid 
ftmds to fill much of the 
remaining gap. 

But the selectboai·d did 
not appear inclined to con
cede that the elemenl:aly 
school should be held 
hannless for the expected 
loss of $24,441 in school 
revenue, whether from fed
eral stimulus ftmds or the 
decline of school choice 
students coming to 
Leverett Elemenl:aly. 

"You don't have that 
money to spend, but you 
want to permanently add it 
to your budget," said Peter 
d'En'ico. ''There's a sense I 
get the schools ai·e kind of a 
sacred cow. I for one don't 
think the schools are any 
more impo1tant an institu
tion ... the kids are no more 
impo1tant than the elders." 

D'Enico continued, 
"We need a fire truck. Our 
public employees ai·e not 
paid that well. There's a 
piece of pie here and it's 
shi'inking." 

School committee 
member Kip Fonsh replied, 
'Tm bouncing back. I 
tmderstand the content of 
what you 're saying, but I'm 
stmck by the intensity of 
what you're saying. It is 
our responsibility to b1'ing 
fo1th a good faith budget. I 
remember both sides feel
ing good about the out
come last year." 

"If it had come in level 
fonded, that would have 
been the end of story," said 
selectboard member Julie 
Shively. 

A tense pas de trois 
ensued over cost of living 
raises and step increases for 
teachers as compared to 
highway, police or fire
fighters. 

"My discomfort is 
ai·ound salary negotiations 
happening out of sight of 
most of us," said finance 
committee member ( and 
call firefighter) Nancy 
Grossman. "I think eve1y 
town employee deserves a 
decent raise." 

Hajir attempted to pass 
see LEVERETT pg 11 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PhD & Paul Wlldroa 

I 

Waldren Bulldlng & Remodelnu 
A Name You Can Trust 

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows 
Additions, New Construction 413-422·2252 Phil 
She~troGk, Painting & Nore.. 413-834·0534 Pau~ 

Fully Insured, CS l/088999 & HIC 145293 

Frf!f: Estimates & Reasonable Rates 

Pi,p_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting licences 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Jonathan Abbott 
SSI I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

(413) 863-4331 

~ r. UPINNGIL jjr) *'f' 411 Main Road ,{A 
t,ft.- Gill ~ •1 

-_J 413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8-'7 

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat, 

Potatoes and Winter Squash 

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the ,Montague Reporter. 

'Jkb =::=-._ dfrt,1P ~611li115 
i,:;j • BURGERS & BEER 

z IE==~ by the FIRE 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
Route 2, GIii • 413-863-821 O 

~rol's Beauty Nook ,Y~~~~ . ·• 17 29 G Street, Turners Falls • 
r-,- Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 
(jift Certificates 41l3l-8~-2 
.7Lvaifabk 

.. .. 
~~-,t... •,: 

lA\lUIRA\JLVN JL lB3lR{(O)\\t\VN~ JD)\11\\1[ 
DR. AMY RUBIN, DVM 

cov~:pass~oll\,ate aV1-c( PY-ofess~oll\,al cay-e 
foY-youy-.SIM.aLL All\,tV\,\,aL 

Now ACCEPTIN'G NEW CLIENTS 

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE February 15th for a budget 
hearing at Turners Falls 
High School in the TV stu
dio at 7:00 pm., where 
they will discuss the budg
et in more detail. 

Montague town elections 
will be held on May 16th, 
and the school district elec
tion will nm simultaneous
ly in the two towns. 

District Review Calls for Accelerated Plan to Move 
GMRSD out of Needs Improvement Status Members whose te1ms 

expire this yeai· are Sorrel 
Hatch of Gill, Michael 
Langknecht and school 
committee chair Emily 
Monosson of Montague. 
When asked, Hatch said 
she will not be running for 

BY ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE 
Deputy commissioner 
Karla Baehr said the 
Depa1tment of Elementa1y 
and Secondaty Education 
(DESE) wants to work 
with Gill-Montague 
School district to see the 
district succeed. Associate 
coilllil1ss10ner Lynda 
Foisy said the department 
is willing to put money 
into the school district to 
help it succeed. 

Foisy said the depart
ment has spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in 
grant money and program 
assistance to provide pro
fessional development for 
Level 4 (needs improve
ment) school districts like 
Gill-Montague, but the 
depaitment feels there is a 
piece missing in on-site 
accountability. So the 
DESE is offering to pro
vide Gill-Montague, and 
the other three Level 4 
school districts in the state 
(Southbridge, Randolph 
and Holyoke districts) 
funding for a half-time 
project manager to oversee 
the development and 
implementation of an 
accelerated improvement 
plan. 

Along with Eva 
Mitchell, director of the 
Center for District and 
School Accountability at 
the DESE, these top offi
cials from the state educa
tion department came to 
the Gill-Montague school 
committee meeting on 
Tuesday night to explain 
the Depaitment's recently 
released District Review 

repo1t. 
Their presentation was 

offered in a spirit of coop
eration and willingness to 
help the district climb out 
of Level 4 status. The 
DESE officials answered 
questions from the school 
committee members, and 
gave detailed advice as to 
how they hope to see the 
district improve. 

Baehr emphasized find
ing ways to collaborate 
with other districts to pro
vide se1vices to the stu
dents that a small district 
like the GMRSD may not 
be able to afford on its 
own. 

Foisy emphasized the 
development of the accel
erated improvement plan 
for the district, with target
ed goals and benchmarks, 
overseen by the project 
manager, rather than 
allowing the district to wait 
to see whether long-te1m 
goals have been achieved. 
Foisy said the project man
ager, whose salaiy would 
be paid for by the DESE, 
will work with the district 
and the school committee 
to set those benchmarks, 
with sho1t-te1m goals and 
methods of dete1mining 
whether they have been 
met shared throughout the 
process. 

Asked about the time 
frame for the accelerated 
improvement plan, Baehr 
said, "We hope we can 
paitner with you and two 
summers and a yeai· from 
now we'll all be cheering 
over the success we've 
had." 

In discussions after-

wards, the school commit
tee gave unanimous 
approval to accepting the 
assistance offered by the 
DESE for a half time proj
ect manager, with sala1y 
paid by the depa1tment. 

FY'l2 Budget 
Superintendent Carl 

Ladd presented his prelim
inary FY' 12 budget for the 
school district, with a 
detailed line item report for 
the school committee to 
examine. As forecast in 
last yeai·'s budget compact 
with the member towns, 
this will be a level funded 
budget, holding the bottom 
line for the district at 
$16,408,162, the same 
amount allocated for the 
FY' 11 budget. 

To achieve a level fund
ed budget, the district 
needs to cut $340,000 from 
the projected level se1vices 
operating budget. Ladd 
presented a reconfigura
tion plan to achieve this, 
with cuts to central office 
administrators ( saving 
$170,000), the elimination 
through attrition of several 
staff positions, and 
changes in responsibilities 
for others to compensate 
for the loss of staff. 

Ladd said his priority 
will be to maintain class 
size and building level 
administrators, and not to 
haim any classroom pro
grams. 

In the meeting Tuesday 
night, Ladd said he was 
confident the district could 
achieve level funding 
without doing ha1m to the 
educational priorities of 
the district. He also said he 

was optimistic that state 
fi.mding, through Chapter 
70 aid, regional transporta
tion reimbursement and 
circuit breaker funds for 
special education will 
either be the same or 

Nomination Papers 
Nomination papers for 

school committee seats ai·e 
now available at the Gill
Montague school superin-
tendent's office, 35 
Crocker A venue, in 

Left to right, Eva Mitchel4 Director, Center for District and School Accountability, Lynda 
Foi.ry, Associate Commissioner, Center far Targeted Assistance and Karla Baehr, Deputy 
Commissioner of Accountability and Assistance, from the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education at the Gill-Montague Regional School District school committee Tuesdl!J 
night Thry were here to present the results of the state district revie111 and ans111er a'!Y questions 

regarding their recommendations. 

increase slightly in FY'l2. Turners Falls. Completed 
He said the state's eco- nomination papers are due 
nomic indicators were in the superintendent's 
"looking better," and eai·li
er concerns that this year 
would be worse than last in 
terms of state aid to the 
district - so far - were not 
materializing. 

The school committee 
will meet next Tuesday, 

office no later than 4:00 
p.m. on Thursday, April 
7th. 

There is one 3-yeai· Gill 
school committee seat and 
two 3-year Montague 
school committee seats 
open. The Gill and 

another tenn, but said she 
felt her time on the school 
committee had been well 
spent and that the commit
tee has been able to 
achieve a lot in the past 
yeai·. Monosson is tmde
cided on whether she will 
nm again. Langknecht said 
he will seek another te1m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

TREE SERVICE 

Licen5ed and ln5ured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REH, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

A"'4te ~cMIH Afl4,i41k 
THE (HIJRCB §TREEI HONE 

24 Church Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

A rdirement home for inJcpenJcnt senior 

women of Franblin County sine~ 1942. 

Family-style meals, Lrautif ul surrnundings, 
and th, security of a l,ortess 1111 July at all times. 

Visitors always welcome! 
(413) 773-7252 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

oaissance lil~iiders 
Q!alitp, ereftsma11sltip, ©rginal Gfi1m19'1t 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

aobn rT..looRe 
patnt:f 09 
FINE INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING 

Specializing in 
transforming old rooms 

into vibrant new ones 

413-367-2889 cell: 413•775•2650 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

"" • Corion • Silks • Polyes1crs • Vinyls• Uphols1eri• Ma1crial -
1 

• Quilting Supplj_c• • P~tt-erns • Calic,;,s • Notions 

CASH & CHECKS ONLl' 

Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5, Fri. ti! 7 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax:413-498-0208 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald Home Phone: 413-863-9166 
ABR.CRS,e-PAO,GRt,SRES.C6K Home Fax:413-863-0218 
REALTOR Email bedson 1@comcast.net 

11My Office is Always Open to You/11 
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Cameroon 
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Cameroon. 
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came to tliis Central 

February 10, 2011 

BY ALI URBAN - Our plane 
descended into inky blackness. 
Tue darlmess of Cameroon was 
my first impression of the coun
try. Few lights greeted the single 
plane on the tannac, and few 
lights were visible from the capi-

As I stood in line 
at immigration, 
clutching my Yellow 
Fever vaccination 

card, I watched a woman bribe 
an airport employee to enter the 
country without proper docu
mentation. In my jetlagged state, 
I felt like the darkness was clos
ing in on me. 

African count1y, a :-----'----~= 1==~~~~~=- ... ?~=-~:__=--=~~=--_;c.....c--'1 
country I chose large-

Yet when I 
passed into tl1e 
arrivals hall, tl1e 
night exploded into 
vibrant color. 
Women clad head to 
toe in elaborate, 
impeccably tailored 
dresses made from 
peigne, colorful 

._11--.._~.,,. African clotl1, 
rushed to greet tl1eir 
loved ones. A long 
line of bright yellow 

'--.s- ... u""" 1980 Toyota Corolla 

Urban 1 host brother Michel N keulia hugs his 
.f!!!._nd af!!._r soccer 'tlCtice. 

taxis lined tl1e exit. 
Tue blue, yellow 
and green Ulllbrellas 
of hundreds of street 
vendors whizzed 
past as I made my 
way along the mtted, 
red-mud covered 
streets of tlie city. 
And so I began my 
complicated rela
tionship with 

ly by chance. I want- ' 
ed to live abroad in a 
French-speaking 
nation, and I wanted 
to study microfi
nance, a development 
strategy tliat offers 
small scale financial 
services to tl1e poor. 

I decided to spend 
a semester of my jun
ior year of college 
witli tlie School for 
International 
Training's 
Development and 
Social Pluralism pro
gram in Cameroon. 

I was one of ten American 
students who flew there to live 
witl1 host families, complete 
independent research, explore 
tlie ecologically and culturally 
diverse country and improve my 
French. 

Laisse:-moi tranquil/el Leave 
me be! This was one of tlie first 
phrases I learned in Cameroon. 
Being a young white woman 
walking down tlie street often 
elicited unwanted attention. 
When hassled on tlie road or at 
tlie market, I observed that 

An artist rendering of the 7 300 square faot skate park plan at Uniry Park. 

Taxis maneuver a potholed road in Bajo11ssam, Cameroon. 
Cameroonian women would yell that eve1yone said exactly what 
tliis response to the person dis- they meant. No minced words, 
turbing tl1em rather tlian con- no euphemisms, no sly, back
stmcting a finn yet polite bmsh handed c01mnents. 
off. More, I learned in Cameroon 

I picked up their effective that living authentically is 
habit and found it refreshing to incredibly invigorating. I didn't 
be so candid. At home I would wash my hair for weeks on end; 
have been taken for mde, anti- even when there was access to 
social, but in Cameroon, I was nmning water, the privatized 
simply being direct. It was this water company would cut the 
sense of frankness that has water for days at a time. I walked 
stayed witli me since I left the up to strangers and asked them 
chicken-shaped com1tty nestled 
between Nigeria and Chad. I felt see CAMEROON pg 11 

BY DAVID DETM0LD 
MONTAGUE - The Montague 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission mianimously 
approved the final design for a 
pe1manent 7,300 square foot con
crete skate park at Unity Park on 
Wednesday. The price tag is 
expected to come in somewhere 
arolllld $400,000, and the skate 
park c01mnittee, working witli 
tlie town, hopes to raise most of 
tliat through a combination of 
state and federal grants, private 
fom1dations, and local fundrais
ing. The skate park will be locat
ed on tlie footprint of tlie fo1mer 
one block long Williams Way, a 
cutover from 2nd Street to 1st 
Street tliat was discontinued by 
town meeting in 2009, and joined 
to Unity Park. 

Skate park committee 
spokesperson Ellen Spring said, 
"It's been a long haul. We've 
spent three years going to town 
meetings. We have stt·eet to put 
our park on. We have a wonder
ful concept for a park. Now, in a 
few weeks, we will have design 

ready plans for that park." 
The c01mnittee said the best 

case scenario, if all hoped for 
grants come through, is that the 
skate board wheels will hit the 
pavement on the new park in the 
smmner of 2013. 

This is an effo1t that has been 
more than a decade in the mak
ing. In 1998, dozens of 
Montague teenagers worked 
with town officials - notably 
building inspector David Jensen 
- to design and build the town's 
first skate park, in the disused 
parking lot behind the fo1mer 
Chick's Garage on 3rd Stt·eet, 
adjoining Unity Park. But the 
plywood ramps wore out through 
repeated use and abuse, and the 
parks and recreation commission 
eventually locked the park gate 
as a safety measure in the SUlll
mer of 2003. Teens organized 
wider the auspices of the Brick 
House worked for the next four 
years to get the skate park back 
in adequate shape to reopen, 
which they were finally able to 

see SKATE PARK pg 10 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

STOP BY THE GILL TAVERN AND 
SEE THEIR SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEM 

' ' ' --

H O P E & 0 L I V E 

SERViNG HOME GROWN 

FARM1 iNspiREd Food & DRiNk 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

PHONE 413 774 3150 

OPEN M0N•FRI 9•7, SAT9•5 

345 MAIN ST. 
GREENFIELD, MA 

413-475-3727 

MYSMAIITCOMPUTl!II.COM 

PC/ MAC REPAIR 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

NETWORKS & 'THE CLOUD' 

RESIDENTIAL 
& SMALL BUSINESS 

lemmd,I 
• fan,, fresb C;;ggs 
• W!,ofe ~oastir,g C!,i,~e" 
•Pot Pie~ 
• HoroeMede $oupG 
• l>esserts 

rroduds Vary Wee~ly 

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sundays 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
41 3-367-2481 

Lino 
Carpet 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda 1s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 
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NOISE from pg 1 
Jeff Hartford, of Springfield, performs at the Noisecapades 

the Great Hare and pinned him 
to the Full Moon ... " 

Josh Burkett worked with the 
weather and let the hail play his 
batte1y powered acoustic guitar, 
with mesmenzmg result. 
Abortus Fever played a 
Japanese Fender through a num
ber of dist01tion devices, sound
ing like Jimi Hendrix with his 
fingers caught in a ve1y small 
blender. The lissome Cathe 
Janke passed out pa1ty favors 
from a plastic bag, singing the 
coda from "Hallelujah I'm a 
Bmn" as she made the rom1ds. 

Pronoblem Baalberith, 
another Holyoke noisician who 

made the scene, had this to say 
about the day: "This is the way 
it should be. Chaos and Order 
and Nature. Noise Music is the 
only hue spiritual music. To do 
it outside with all these people, 
it is Tmth, right here." 

Baalberith was dressed in a 
shaggy handmade Grendel out
fit with a gourd mask, topped 
with antlers scavenged from 
road-killed deer donated by a 
state trooper friend of his. 

J. Mascis, of Dinosam Jr., 
was in the audience, along with 
Thurston Moore and Kim 
Gordon of Sonic Youth. So why 
not Michael Jackson? 

Gill-Montague Bridge Update huge excavators 
on the edge of the 
deck, with the Earning their Money 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GREAT FALLS - SPS workers 
cut loose a concrete covered I
beam from the edge of the Gill
Montague Bridge on Monday. 
The Kobelco and Link Belt 
excavator operators worked in 
tandem to lift the beam after an 
iron worker sat on the beam 
with a cutting torch to cut it 
loose from lateral beams, high 
above the river and rocks 
below. 

The workmen on the bridge 
are tethered to a safety line 
attached to the Jersey barriers, 
bolted to the bridge deck. 

The excavator operators 
travel back and forth with the 

outer beam removed. These 
men earn their money. 

SPS bucked the beams to 
Mitchell's gravel pit in 
Northfield for concrete 

As the 
hulking 
carapaces of 
Kobelco excavators 
looked down from the overarch
ing bridge, MC Neeel told the 
gathering, "This place is my 
favorite place in Western 
Massachusetts." He welcomed 
all to the inaugmal Peskeomskut 
Noisecapades, and got right into 
his own perfo1mance. 

He beat two metal bars 
together with a sonorous bing. 
He hit two beheaded Tropicana 
jugs with an electronic 
whirligig, making a weird noise. 
He dropped things on a beat up 

removal. The beams are then 
tmcked to WTE recycling yard 
in Greenfield. 

So far, the bridge reconstmc
tion project is ahead of sched
ule, and SPS shows no signs of 
shutting down for the winter, 
despite the stormy weather. 

Don't Try this at Home 

9 

OETMOLD PHOTO 

tom-tom, conjuring up a 
small, inconsequent rattle. Dogs 
meandered nearby in the snow. 
On a taut wire, he made ve1y 
tiny sen-ated scratching noises 
in a high rough timbre growing 
in intensity as his audience got 
cooler. He scraped a saw and a 
bow across various surfaces, 
roughing up the soundscape. 
People applauded, or moved 
their aims rapidly back and 
fo1th to generate body heat. 

When an implausible 
silence stretched out on the blue 
white river, MC Neeel finally 
cried, "This is just like a Quaker 
Meeting. Somebody better drop 
it!" 

And they did. 

For more on the First Annual 
Peskeornskut Noisecapades, go to: 
,v.,vw.youtube.corn/watch ?v=AK 
7eW29oqbo or phan
tombrainexchange.such
fun.net/pnc20ll .html I ■ 

"My bounty is as boundless as the sea, my love as deep; the 
more I give to thee, the more I have,for both are infinite." 

LOVE POETRY 
READINGI 

Read us your love poems at the 
Rendezvous. We 're looking for 

good, bad, bold, beautiful, silly and 
sexy love poems. Got angst filled 

poems from when you were 16? 
Your wedding vows? Rejection 

diaries? Goofy haiku and loving 
sonnets? Bring it! 

FREE! Donations 
accepted fo1· the 

Monthly Poetry Page 

~ William Shakespeare 

~e llontalJUC l\tporter 
PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FULL LINE OF 
New & Re-manufactured 
TONER & INK JET~~~~ 

CARTRIDGES 
As Good If Not Better 

USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS 

½ RETAIL OR LESS! 
KIDS' BOOKS • COOKBOOKS • GARDENING 
POF'ULAR/L.OCALHJSTORY • KNITTING/CRI\FT 

'lho Rl!><n's t\(Clkm s<'loctionof d1$.'01UUbooksm:1l~ q11al1y gif~ 
ror .111, OQC.lS~IJ. .nd at :Ji~:tl Sil\m~~ I 1,1,'JP) 1-ktlid.J)'I 

~Ill 11c115ee)Otl 500111 

SUN-TI-IURS 10·5!30 • FRl·SAT 10-8 
5 BANK ROW • DOWNTOWN GREENFIELD 
413- 772- 1968 • RAYENUSEDBOOKS.COM 

woodfired pizzeria 

Qr:ci Jol111rw11. CQrnQfm 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
•-H 3-S6 '3. l)7 36 • Gerijohn,oni' Reallor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cerlifled Residenti1.I SpedalislJ 
Onlr 4% of .ill REALTORS hold illis presligiOJS deignoton. 
The CRS is my fudge of ex~rtiseand iour shield 01 
assurance. Put your trust in the best to get thr job done. 
~her ooying, selling or referring, al\\'il)'S choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO yrm~ c~ nr"'•trN". 

66 French King Hwy., GiJI 
•;•s■-111;,- (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO~ 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Your local 
Kubota Dealer 

413-36 7-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
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ERVING from pg 6 

Finance committee member 
Daniel Hammock said he 
would like to get "a better 
understanding" of the costs of 
running the treatment plant. 
But Newton said there is no 
way to quantify how much it 
costs to treat the wastes. 

Housen said, "We think the 
agreement is unfair," and asked 
the board to "continue the con
versation." 

Selectboard member Eugene 
Klepadlo said the board was 
open to further discussion, but 
there were still a lot of 
unknowns, including the actual 
costs of the treatment process. 

Erseco agreed to provide the 
town with more information 
about treatment plant costs, but 
Coleman noted, "There are 
some intangibles that are hard 
to quantify." 

The selectboard agreed to 
schedule a working meeting 
about the agreement after the 
expense information is made 
available. 

After the Erseco executives 
left the meeting, Hammock 

SKATE PARK from pg 8 
do in 2008 - but only for one 
year, until landlord Tim 
deChristopher decided against 
extending the original ten year 
lease on the space. 

Since then, skaters have 
made do with a postage stamp 
sized lot on 11th Street leased 
from Jim Capen, while plans 
for a pe1manent park on the for
mer Williams Way slowly took 
shape. 

On Wednesday, parks and 
recreation commission chair 
Dennis Grader spoke in favor 
of approving the final design, 
saying, "We have a group of 
enthusiastic and hardworking 
people. We don't want to 
squelch that." 

Commission member Linda 
Ackerman said as the commit
tee's fundraising efforts get into 
gear, "I know a friendly local 
bank where you could put that 
money, and grow interest." 

Selectboard chair Pat Allen 
said, 'Tm looking forward to 
seeing a skate park that is part 
and parcel of the parks and 
recreation, rather than an 
orphan off by itself." 

commented to the selectboard, 
"It's not an easy job you have. 
I encourage you to keep talk
ing." 

Town administrative coordi
nator Tom Sharp reported there 
have been two break-ins at the 
public library recently in which 
petty cash was stolen. He said 
it appeared the thief was com
ing into the libra1y during the 
day, unlatching a window lock, 
and entering through the 
unlocked window when the 
libra1y was closed. 

Sharp said the libra1y staff 
was now more careful about 
securing windows when clos
ing up for the day. 

Hackett agreed to ask police 
chief Christopher Blair for rec
ommendations for preventing 
additional thefts. 

The finance committee and 
selectboard met jointly to con
sider the FY'12 budget. Draft 
budget spreadsheets and back
up documentation from town 
depa1tments were handed out to 
the selectboard and finance 
committee, who agreed to 
review the budget and meet 
with town departments inde-

The skate park committee 
intends to nm a wide range of 
ftmdraising activities, from raf
fles to benefit concerts, and 
welcomes any help local resi
dents can give their effort, 
either by individual donations 
(made payable to the Brick 
House Community Resource 
Center, 24 3rd Street, Turners 
Falls, MA 01376, and ear
marked for the Great Falls 
Skate Park) or by donations in 
kind of materials, fill, landscap
ing, or other needed items once 
sufficient funding has been 
obtained to begin constmction. 

The parks and recreation 
commission is hoping to 
receive $597,000 in 
Community Development 
Block Grant funding (CDBG) 
for the first phase of overall 
improvements to Unity Park, 
including tearing up the con
crete on Williams Way. The 
town hopes to secure a second 
phase of CDBG ftmding for 
Unity Park improvements in 
2012, and will also be applying 
for funding specific to the con
stmction of the skate park from 
a Massachusetts Parkland 
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pendently, before meeting 
jointly on April 7th to develop 
the final budget in advance of 
the May 4th annual town meet
ing. 

Sharp told the selectboard 
that MCMUSA, the general 
contractor for the senior center 
building project, has formally 
given notice they are calling a 
halt to construction because of 
winter weather. 

Sharp said the completion 
date will not be pushed back, 
because a contingency for bad 
weather was included in the 
original schedule. 

First-term state representa
tive Denise Andrews (D
Orange) told the selectboard 
that Federal Reserve work
shops for state legislators had 
convinced her that the state and 
towns are facing "four more 
years of tough fiscal chal
lenges." She said that the eco
nomic development advisory 
team she has instih1ted would 
"cross-pollinate local resources 
and ideas and market our assets 
to the state." Andrews said the 
state economic development 
office is promoting opporhmi-

Acquisitions and Renovations 
for Commtmities grant. That 
grant source would require a 
30% local match, and the tear
ing up of the blacktop on 
Williams Way, for example, 
may qualify for part of that 
local match. 

But local ftmdraising, and 
private fotmdation support - as 
from the Tony Hawk 
Fotmdation-may have to make 
up much of the rest of that 
match. 

Skate park committee 
spokesperson Brian Dolan said 
a number of foundations would 
be more likely to provide grants 
if the skate park could include 
an educational component with 
a commtmity garden, as fotm
dations are interested in back
ing proposals that get yotmg 
people exercising and being 
more conscious of nutrition at 
the same time. 

The park commissioners 
seemed open to the idea of 
locating a community garden 
between the skate park and 
First Street, to make that 
fun~raising . potential 
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ties in biotechnology, the envi
ronmental sector, and energy, 
and she would like to develop a 
district vision and economic 
development plan. Andrews 
plans to continue meeting with 
the selectboard periodically. 

Klepadlo reported that 
Union #28 is looking to the 
state legislahll'e for special leg
islation to set the percentages 
for employer/employee costs 
for health benefits for school 
tmion employees and retirees. 
Individual towns in Union #28 
have different benefit percent
age agreements with their 
employees, but since Erving is 
now the lead town in the union 
(with the most students 
enrolled), it sets the percentage 
at which employees and 
retirees are compensated by all 
the member towns. Erving pays 
a higher percentage (86% for 
active employees with a single 
or fainily plan; 79% for retirees 
for a single or family plan; 
along with a monthly contribu
tion toward dental) than any of 
the other member towns in the 
tmion, which has led to recent 
friction. 

Town treasurer Margaret 
Sullivan was appointed as the 
town's representative to the 
Union #28 special legislation 
committee. 

Hackett said citizens had 
complimented the town on its 
recent efforts clearing snow 
from sidewalks abutting town 
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buildings. Selectboard mem
bers said they had received an 
anonymous letter complaining 
about lack of snow removal at 
specific private prope1ties, but 
decided not to act on the letter 
because it was sent anony
mously. Klepadlo reported he 
had noticed Northfield Road 
properties where snow was not 
removed from sidewalks. 

Sharp told the selectboard 
the town does not have a snow 
removal bylaw. He agreed to 
research snow removal bylaws 
from other towns to help draft 
an article for the annual town 
meeting. 

Sharp told the selectboard 
the town's engineering consult
ant, Tighe and Bond, presented 
an estimate of $9,250 for eval
uating the stability of the 
Powerhouse Building at the 
Usher Mill property, and an 
estimate of $4,500 to explore 
property re-use options at the 
arson damaged mill complex. 
The board also received a letter 
from Bob Leet of Whetstone 
Engineering offering to provide 
an estimate for stmchlral analy
sis of the Powerhouse Building. 
The board asked Sharp to fol
low up on an estimate from 
Whetstone before taking action 
on the Tighe and Bond propos
al. 

Cyd Scott of Flag Hill Road 
was appointed to the vacant 
board of health position. 
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around a letter showing that
teachers had received cost of liv-
ing increases (COLAs) equiva-
lent to town employees over the
last decade. D’Errico and Shively
insisted this comparison was
false, as it did not take into
account contractual annual step
increases teachers also enjoy.
Hajir countered that teachers are
hired at an artificially low base
rate of pay, with the expectation
that they will be brought up to
parity over the length of their
tenure. Shively responded that
town employees receive step
increases based on merit, but
teachers simply receive raises by
staying in their job. 

“We gave a police officer a
step this year because his per-
formance has been outstanding.
We wouldn’t have given him one
otherwise,” she said.

D’Errico took issue with
superintendent Joan Wickman’s
projected 6.2% salary increase.

Wickman said she had been
hired at a low salary, promised
parity, and was still paid lower
than all other Franklin County
superintendents, though she
attends 120 night meetings a year
shepherding four school commit-
tees in the union.

Finance committee member
Tom Powers said the town ties
COLAs to the Northeast
Consumer Price Index, but “You
guys build them in with no idea
what the price index will be,” in
the second or third year of the
teachers’ contract.

People began to cut each other
off in mid sentence.

“Talk about underpaid!”
exclaimed Shively, beginning to
respond the Hajir’s statement that
to do away with step increases in
the teachers’ contract would
require raising their starting pay.

“There’s a culture that has
developed. It’s in the union and
the administration. It’s a decep-
tive formula,” said d’Errico, reit-
erating that town employees do
not get travel pay, conference
pay, and most do not get steps on
top of COLAs.

Fonsh and d’Errico feinted
back and forth about closing the
meeting to the press to talk about
what kind of placeholder had
been built into the budget to
accommodate expected salary
increases for teachers as a new
contract is negotiated this year.

Finance committee member

Ann Delano said, “This is a
national dialogue about pay for
performance or longevity. We’re
dealing with an existing system
and we don’t necessarily have a
lot of latitude to change that sys-
tem. In negotiations we can at
least introduce the opinion of the
town, without derailing the con-
tact, and move toward perform-
ance based raises.”

And so it went, back and forth,
at the first of what will certainly
be many meetings on the school
and town department budgets, in
this banner year for Wall Street
bankers and executives, at a time
when the top 1% of Americans
continue to control as much
wealth as the bottom 90%, and
the small towns of America fight
over the crumbs. The next budget
hearings will take place at the ele-
mentary school, at school com-
mittee meetings on March 1st
and 15th, at 6:00 p.m.

In other news, Leverett will
hold a special town meeting on
Tuesday, February 15th at 7:00
p.m. at the elementary school to
vote on two warrant items: to
allocate $40,000 from town
reserves towards the school roof
and window replacement project,
and to begin the process of form-
ing a municipal lighting plant to
enable Leverett to join with other
towns to form a municipal coop
and provide high speed internet
connections to individual homes.

The finance committee and
selectboard agreed to allow the
highway department to deficit
spend for materials for snow and
ice removal – sand and ice –
since the department has already
plowed through the entire
$32,677 allocated for materials
during the first half of this diffi-
cult winter. Ben Eddy was hired
as a temporary plow driver.

The board signed a letter to
relevant state and federal agen-
cies calling for the safe and time-
ly decommissioning of the 38-
year-old Vermont Yankee nuclear
plant, noting new leaks of
radioactive had been detected in
test wells further from the plant
than last year’s leaks. The board
reviewed a $2,500 report on haz-
ardous materials at town hall
(lead paint on the exterior, some
asbestos cladding on a section of
basement pipe and behind the
kitchen stove) and noted it would
take about $4,500 to remediate
the interior materials.
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to explain ridiculously simple
things. When I asked her if she
had any oranges, the elderly fruit
vendor patiently explained that I
was holding one. In Cameroon,
the skin of an orange is green. 

Cameroonians are refreshing-
ly genuine and straightforward.
Motives are clear, aggression
direct and true affection sincere. 

The most striking example I
experienced of this sincerity and
immediate affection came in the
form of a bulky parcel from a
woman I knew for only two
weeks delivered to me by a trav-
eling nun. My host mother in
Kribi, a seaside town about five
hours west of Yaoundé, was a tall,
striking woman. Anywhere
between the age of 50 and 65, she
had bravely divorced her abusive
husband and was in the process of
building herself her first home
with money she saved from her
time working as a housekeeper. 

Distrustful of the postal sys-

tem, my MaDo - short for Mama
Dorine - tracked down a nun who
was headed to Yaoundé and con-
vinced her to take a ten-pound
bag of coconuts to me. MaDo
wanted to make sure her “daugh-
ter” (to her the word daughter had
no quotation marks) had a gift to
bring to her American mother and
grandmother and to share with
them a small piece of her village.
She certainly didn’t have to do
this, and getting a package safely
delivered anywhere in Cameroon
is a significant achievement.

One morning, while I was
jammed in a taxi with seven
other people, I got a phone call
from a strange woman. She
explained she had met Dorine -
she understood I was her
American daughter - and that she
wanted to meet me to give me a
package. The thoughtfulness of
MaDo to arrange for this deliv-
ery, and the generosity of the nun
to haul a heavy bag of coconuts
into the city for a complete
stranger reminded me of the

quick, strong and genuine bonds
that formed among friends and
family during my time in
Cameroon. Although many peo-
ple do not have simple necessi-
ties, they are accepting of
strangers and welcome them
fully into their families. 

There were times when that
initial darkness seemed to
descend on me again. Times
when I was sick and tired of
arguing with vendors to give me
a fair price, tired of being
grabbed and called “la blanche,”
white woman. But even at my
lowest moment, a time when I
was ready to bribe and bully my
way on to the next plane out of
Cameroon, I reminded myself of
the color of the country and the
sincerity of so many of its peo-
ple.

Ali Urban interned with the
Montague Reporter for the
month of January, before return-
ing to Middlebury
College. 

CAMEROON from pg 8

BY DAVID DETMOLD
LEVERETT – “We don’t
have a foreign policy,” said
selectboard member Peter
d’Errico on Tuesday, as the
selectboard departed from
the printed agenda to mull
over the advisability of insti-
tuting a town peace commis-
sion, as a number of Leverett
residents have proposed. “I
don’t know why we need a
peace commission.” 

D’Errico said he would be
more inclined to see the
commission established as a
committee outside of town
government, and gave the
example of a historical socie-
ty, rather than a historical
commission as a model a
peace committee might fol-
low.

Nevertheless, the peti-
tioned warrant article calling
for a peace commission is
winding its way toward annu-
al town meeting this spring.
If approved, it would estab-
lish a first of its kind local
elected commission to assist
with mediation programs in
the schools and conflict reso-
lution efforts in neighbor-
hood disputes, to support the
police department in rooting

out domestic violence, and
more broadly, to consider
ways and means to reduce
resource consumption that
may lie at the root of modern
warfare, by fostering efforts
at community self reliance.

Appointed peace commis-
sions are in place in
Cambridge, New Haven, CT
and Oakland, CA.

“If it made an attempt to
support all factions, I would
support it,” said board mem-
ber Julie Shively.

Board chair Rich Brazeau
noted the town frequently
places articles on the town
meeting warrant sponsoring
everything from designating
Leverett as a nuclear free
zone (a warrant still in force
in Leverett – though the
signs saying so have disap-
peared – which Brazeau said
would prevent the shipment
of radioactive materials over
town roadways) to welcoming
Guantanamo detainees to
settle in town.

“What kind of leverage
does the town of Leverett
have?” asked d’Errico, sug-
gesting the town would not
be in the position of sending
ambassadors out to the

world’s trouble spots.
“Might be better than the

people we send over from
our government,” comment-
ed Brazeau.

“I’m also wondering
about the election piece,”
continued d’Errico. “How
do you run for the peace
commission?”

Leverett is the last town in
the Commonwealth, by all
accounts, to nominate and
elect candidates for town-
wide office from the floor of
town meeting, a tradition res-
idents proudly defend.

D’Errico, reading from
the petition warrant, said,
“’…Reduce our demand on
resources…’ That’s some-
thing we can do. I like to
know that when we’re doing
something as a town, we
should have some power to
do something.”

Shively said, “Let’s see
them do something for a few
years and see how it jives
with town business. Will they
really do some mediating?”

Brazeau had the final
word when he asked,
“When have we ever shied
away from anything contro-
versial?”

Doubts Aired on Proposed Peace Commission
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WARS from page 1 
largely fought over critical 
resources," said Klare, "and in 
the current period over oil. 
Without sustainable resource 
equity," he added, "there will be 
no peace." 

Not bothering to critique the 
dominant rationale for the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, dismissing 
out of hand the supposition that 
these wars are being fought to 
"rid the world of evil-doers," or 
to defend America from te1rnr
ism, or locate weapons of mass 
destiuction, Klare said until the 
people of the world have sustain
able equity in vital resources -
food, water and energy - "War is 
inevitable." 

Klare offered a case study in 
the two week old protests aimed 
at toppling the regime of Hosni 
Mubarak in Egypt, sparked in 
pa1t by rising food prices. 
Mubarak's "bmtal suppression of 
opposition" with secret police 
and thugs has been "backed total
ly by the United States," by every 
president, Democrat and 
Republican - "for the last 30 
years," Klare noted. 

Egypt is the second largest 
recipient of U.S. aid, and a pri
mary focus for American military 
ti·aining and equipment, police 
assistance, and officer training, 
yet Mubarak has kept his nation 
under virtual lockdown under a 
three decade state of emergency 
pe1mitting arrest without charge, 
detention without trial, secret 
cowts and the prohibition of free 
speech and assemblage. 

"Mubarak has sustained a 
Cold War against his people, 
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financed by the United States," 
Klare asse1ted. 

How does it happen that a 
nation like the United States, 
which considers itself to be the 
beacon of human rights and liber
ty in the world, has continued to 
suppo1t a bmtal dictatorship in 
the most populous country in the 
Arab world for 30 years? 

"Egypt is of sti·ategic impor
tance far beyond its own bor
ders," said Klare, who cited for
mer Egyptian president Anwar 
Sadat's peace treaty with Israel, 
upheld by Mubarak for the last 
three decades, as a lynchpin of 
Egypt's geopolitical significance 
to America, along with 
Mubarak's willingness to help 
Israel contain the militant Hamas 
movement in the Gaza strip. 

"But oil is the dominant con
cern in the region." Ever since 
1945, when US president 
Franklin Roosevelt met King Ibn 
Saud of Saudi Arabia on a cmiser 
on the Suez Canal, and promised 
militaiy security to Saudi Arabia 
in exchange for access to oil, 
Klare said, "It has been U.S. pol
icy to maintain dominance of 
oil." 

Tbis policy was enshrined in 
1980 in the state of the Union 
address by president Jimmy 
Caiter, in what came to be known 
as the Carter Docti·ine: "An 
attempt by any outside force to 
gain control of the Persian Gulf 
region will be regarded as an 
assault on the vital interests of the 
United States of America, and 
such an assault will be repelled 
by any means necessa1y, includ
ing military force." 

In 1983, U.S. rapid deploy
ment forces were officially reor
ganized under the newly formed 
U.S. Central Command to project 
U.S. power and fight wai·s in the 
Middle East and Central Asia. 

In 1987, during the Iran-Iraq 
war, under the presidency of 
Ronald Reagan, the Ca1ter 
Doctime was invoked in the U.S. 
reflagging of Kuwaiti oil tankers, 
affording American milita1y pro
tection to the unimpeded flow of 
oil through the Sti·aits ofH01muz. 

In 1990, when America's for
mer ally in Iraq, Saddam 
Hussein, invaded Kuwait and 
threatened Saudi Arabia, presi
dent George H. W. Bush led 
Operation Dese1t Sto1m to drive 
Hussein's forces back across the 
border, an operation in which 
Egypt played a cmcial role by 
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mustering Arab opinion in sup
port. President Clinton ca1ried on 
the economic blockade and 
bombings in Iraq, again invoking 
the Caiter Doctrine, and the sec
ond president Bush decided to 
eliminate Saddam Hussein by 
militaiy means. 

"I don't think we've necessar
ily seen the end of wai· for oil in 
the Middle East," said Klare, who 
continued, "I believe the Iranians 
have pursued a nucleai· deterrent 
to discourage another war for oil. 
I think it is 50 - 50 whether we 
will see that [ wai· with Iran] or 
not." 

Klare touched back to the 
grassroots, largely nonviolent 
protests to overthrow Mubarak, 
saying, ''The U.S. suppo1t for 
Egypt has provided Mubarak 
with the means to stay in power. 
The fact that the Egyptian people 
have suffered never entered the 
equation. Oil has been the driving 
factor for the United States in the 
region for the last 30 - 40 years. 
That will continue to be the case 
as long as the United States relies 
on imported oil." 

''Now," said Klare, ''we may 
fight in Africa and the Caspian 
Sea region of Asia. As if to signi
fy this shift," the second presi
dent Bush, "created the U.S. 
Africa Command in 2008, to han
dle responsibility for U.S. mili
taiy operations in Africa. Tbis is 
the first new American forces 
command created since the 
Central Command was set up to 
police the Persian Gulf in 1983. 

Klare dubbed this develop
ment, ''the globalization of the 
Ca1ter Doctime." 

He said, ''To protect the flow 
of oil to the United States, we are 
increasingly turning to militaiy 
means." And, he wained, "China 
is following in our footsteps." 

At present, Klare said, "China 
impo1ts about half as much oil as 
the United States - five million 
barrels a day, compared to eleven 
million baiTels a day for the U.S. 
But by 2035, China will ove1take 
the United States, needing 12 
Inillion barrels a day. If this 
comes to pass, this means a ve1y 
dangerous world." 

Klare continued, "The world 
is about to reach a point where 
the maximum amount of daily oil 
production will begin to decline," 
sometime between now and the 
year 2015, he estimated. So by 
2035, China and the United 
States, along with Europe, Japan, 

India and other developing coun
ti'ies will be vying for an increas
ingly small supply of oil from 
Africa, Brazil, Centi·al Ame11ca 
and the Middle East. 

"The dependence by China 
and the United States on impo1t
ed oil is the greatest threat to 
peace in the world today." 

Klare said, ''There will be no 
peace in the world so long as oil 
is considered an essential sti·ate
gic commodity, and so long as we 
consider it legitimate to use mili
tary force to gain access to oil." 

Klare added, "Some say the 
easy solution is for the United 
States to gain access to oil by 
plunde1mg our wilderness areas 
and the Gulf Coast. Tbis is a 
fraud that will lead to more Deep 
Water Ho1'izons and environmen
tal disasters. The only way for
wai·d is to eliminate our depend
ence on oil," by "accelerating a 
ti·ansition based on renewable 
sources of energy from the ele
ments ai·ound us: the stm, the 
wind, the waves. That is the route 
to peace." 

Klare said, ''Natural gas, coal 
and uraniwn, too, will be sources 
of conflict so long as we depend 
on finite sources of energy sup
ply. Tbis is also hue of food and 
water. Humans will do desperate 
things to obtain them if they ai·e 
systematically denied access." 

He added, "Global warming's 
greatest threat is to food supplies 
and water, "in Africa, Central 
Ame11ca, Asia, and island cul
tures," and the desertification of 
inhabited ai·eas. 

Klare said, "Right now, food 
prices are at their highest level 
since 2008, when they reached 
their highest level ever. Food 
secw'ity lies behind all the c1'ises 
we're seeing in the Middle East," 
and No1th Afi'ica. "When food 
prices 11se, the rich ai·e not suffer
ing. It's the poor people living on 
the margins of society who ai·e 
suffe1mg, as they realize they 
can't afford food anymore." He 
mentioned 110ts and upheavals in 
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Alge1'ia, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, 
Yemen and Sudan, by disenfran
chised poor majo11ties in these 
cotmries. "So fai','' Klare noted, 
"these grassroots revolts have 
been lai-gely peacefol. But histo1y 
suggests increasing violence in 
the fohll'e if food becomes 
increasingly scai·ce. 

"We're adding 80 million peo
ple a yeai·," to ow· planet, Klai·e 
said. "The Earth's population will 
reach seven billion in 2011," he 
noted, "and will rise to eight bil
lion in another 11 years." 

Meanwhile, "Global warming 
is creating havoc in global weath
er patterns." 

One third of the wheat ha1vest 
was lost last year in Russia, fol
lowing record breaking heat, 
while China and Al-gentina ai·e 
now experiencing "massive 
drought," and Eastern Australia is 
"under water." 

Klai·e said, "Severe weather is 
the new normal. Speculators then 
jump in," and di'ive food p11ces 
higher, leading to global destabi
lization. 

He closed his talk by referenc
ing a book by Jared Diamond, 
Collapse: How Societies Choose 
to Fail or Succeed, where the 
author compared the fates of two 
remote South Sea Islands -
Tikopia and Easter Island. 

In Easter Island, Diamond 
contends, an ever increasing use 
of the island's finite resources 
were put to use to glo1'ify the 
elite, resulting in the eventual 
collapse of the ecosystem and the 
population. Whereas in Tikopia, 
an even smaller island, a decision 
was made to avoid the excessive 
use resources, leading to a sus
tainable society, generation after 
generation. 

"The path of Easter Island 
leads to planeta1y collapse and 
violence," warned Klare. 
"Choose equitable resource 
access, and we can all share this 
planet in peace. That has to be the 
vision as we move for- II■ 
ward." II~ 

School Vacation Peace Prqject 
LEVERETT - Peace educator 
Sarah Pirtle will offer a 
Vacation Peace Project for chil
dren 7 to 13-years-old from 
Februa1y 20th to 24th, during 
school vacation week at the 
Leverett Craftsmen and Artists 
on Montague Road in Leverett. 
The focus of the project will be 

exploring peaceful community 
through sto1y and art. Meeting 
times are from 9:30 am. to 
3 :00 p.m., Tuesday through 
Thursday. For more informa
tion, call (413) 549-7919. 
Sponsored by the committee 
for a Leverett Peace 
Commission. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

AUTO RATES GOING UP? 
We forecast a flurry of 

DISCOUNTS! 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

~Q~~~E~1tix~9.~ 
!fordable dasses morning, noon and night 

free dass every Sunday 4-5 pm 

beginners welcome 
www.Community-Yoga.com 

413 n4.4100 

SCAPES BUILDERS 
Your Green Building Company 

110 North Hillside Road PO. Box -t69 South Deerfield, MA 01575 
T: -t15 665.0185 F: -t15.665.0186 

Scapes Builders & Landscaping, LLC 
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Pop-Pop, 
don tfeel bad that you gave me a 
cold in my eye. It wasn t your 
fault ... was it? 

This question came from my 
seven-year-old granddaughter, 
Maggie. She got conjtmctivitis -
known colloquially as "pink 
eye" - a week after I did. 
Subsequently, Maggie's mother 
and grandmother also got nasty 
cases that required multiple vis-

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Containing Viral Pink Eye 
its to an ophthalmologist. 

Conjunctivitis is an infection 
of the transparent membrane 
( conjunctiva) that lines the eye
lid and pait of the eyeball. The 
infection creates swelling of the 
eyelids and a reddening of the 
whites of the eyes. 

Pink eye is caused by bacte
ria, viruses and allergens such as 
pollen. Pink eye from bacteria 
and viruses can be highly conta
gious for as long as two weeks 
after symptoms begin. Allergic 
conjunctivitis is not contagious. 

In addition to swelling and 
discoloration, pink eye also 
makes your eyes itch and water. 
Often, you feel like you have 
sand or an eyelash caught in 

your eye. The infection clouds 
your vision. When you sleep, a 
crust fomis on your eye and 
makes it difficult to open. Your 
eyes become light sensitive. 

My experience with pink eye 
should be instructive. 

I am allergic to all kinds of 
pollen. These allergies usually 
initate my eyes, especially in the 
fall. When I had mild symptoms 
recently, I assumed it was the 
pollen in the air. I exposed 
eve1yone in my family before 
my eye worsened and I discov
ered I had a viral infection. If I 
had gone to a doctor immediate
ly for a diagnosis, I might have 
been able to prevent the infec
tion from spreading by being 

more carefol about conta.ct. 
Next time I have any kind of 

wate1y, itchy eyes, I will be 
much more careful. Sony, 
Maggie. 

My family physician gave me 
antibiotic eye drops in case the 
infection was bacterial. I was 
instiucted to see an ophthalmol
ogist in two days if there was no 
improvement. No improvement 
would indicate that I had a viral 
infection. My eye didn't get bet
ter, so I went to an ophthalmolo
gist who gave me steroid eye 
drops to help relieve the symp
toms. Only time conects viral 
conjtmctivitis - two to three 
weeks. 

Maggie had a minor case of 
pink eye that disappeared in 
days. Her mother and grand
mother suffered the way I did. 

Pink eye has a quaint name, 
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but it doesn't begin to describe 
what the adults in my family 
conti·acted. The three of us 
looked like we had been repeat
edly jabbed in the face by 
Muhammad Ali. My left eye was 
so bad it made my ophthalmolo
gist actually say, "Yuck." 

While suffering from pink 
eye, there ai·e ways to deal with 
the symptoms. Wa1m compress
es help if you have viral or bac
terial conjunctivitis. Cool com
presses are better for allergic 
conjtmctivitis. Non-prescription 
aitificial tears are soothing. 

To prevent the spread of pink 
eye, wash your hands often and 
avoid contact with others. Don't 
share washcloths or towels. 
Change your pillowcase often. 

Jfyou have a question, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com 

Ste. Anne's Taps New Technology to Receive 
Messages from the Heavens 

Montague Cultural Council 
Allocates $3,870 in Grants 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS - Chris 
Perkins and his two assistants, 
Robert Noletti and Jason 
Chafe, are installing antennas 
and third generation technol
ogy for AT&T in the steeple 
of the fo1mer Ste. Anne's 
Church on J Street. The 
installation will enhance 
AT &T's data and voice 
capabilities in the Tumers 
Falls area. Beats lighting 
a candle. 

None of the crew 
were hearing confes
sions, but Perkins 
and Noletti said 
Chafe might 
need to con
fess a few. I 
declined 
hear them, 
being also in 
need. 

The crew, 
who work 
f O • 

Centerlin 

Commtmications, have been in 
the area updating com
mtmication equipment 
since April. They'll 
be at Ste. Anne's 
tmtil the end of the 
week, and quite pos-
sibly will still be 
arotmd beyond next 
April. Cell phone 
communication in 
places like Main 
Road in Gill hasn't 
advanced much 
ahead of sending 
smoke signals, 

Perkins con-
ceded. 

T h e 
five foot 
by eight 
f O O t 

• fiber
g I ass 

panel, 
visible on 
the steeple, 

is one of three. There are two 
antennas per panel, making a 
total of six. Cell phones are 
essentially two-way radios, 
and radio signals pass more 
easily through plastic rein
forced fiberglass. Steeplejacks 
are scheduled to retum to fin
ish the panel installations to 
closely, if not exactly, resemble 
the slate cladding the steeple. 

According to Perkins, T 
Mobile has ah·eady installed 
third generation equipment in 
the former church, with three 
much larger antennas ah-eady 
in place. There are no visible 
signs of T Mobile's panels 
on the steeple. Apparently, the 
steeplejacks are adept at con
cealing panels. 

It is not unusual for church
es to contract with commtmi
cations firms as a source of 
needed revenue to avoid clos
ing, as Ste. Anne was forced to 
do, in 2005. 

The panel visible on the steeple will be concealed qy 
steeple jacks when the panels are all hooked up. 

JOSEPH A. PARZYCH PHOTO 

BY JOHN FURBISH - The map holdings; Nila Patterson 
Montague Ctdhiral Council ($150) - "Collage for Women" 
reviewed 37 applications and workshops (with childcare for 
made grant awai·ds ranging from participants) at the Tumers Falls 
$50 to $450 to 17 individuals and Women's Center; John Root 
organizations. ($200) - for an Edible Wild 

This yeai·'s grant review was Plants Walk at Red Fire Farm in 
preceded by the cmmcil 's con- Montague Center; The Dance 
ducting a swvey (as required of Generators ($350) - perfo1m
local culhual councils eve1y ance at the Sheffield campus of 
three years) of 163 local residents the Montague Elementary 
of varied ages and income levels School and Roger Tincknell 
and diverse races. The results ($200) - Commtmity Music 
were used to refine the council's Concert: Spring Celebration at 
purpose statement and ftmding Peskeomskut Park in Tumers 
priorities; see: www.mass-cul- Falls, among others. 
tme.org. The Montague Cultural 

The projects funded by the Council is part of a network of 
council for 2011 include: Lea 329 cotmcils se1ving 351 
Banks ($50) - "Oscillation: Massachusetts cities and towns 
Poetiy in Motion", a chapbook of through the local cultural council 
new poets; Eve Christop ($200) program of the Massachusetts 
- for her Gypsy influenced Ctdhual Cotmcil. Grant ftmds 
"Commtmity Talent Puppet ai·e allocated to each local cultur
Show," with living puppets at the al council based on a population 
Montague Center Grange; Gill- fo1mula; grant applications are 
Montague Cotmcil on Aging due every October 15th. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

($300) - As You ITT-ite It, a The Govemor's initial budget 
booklet of memoirs; Remy for FY'l2 called for a 7% cut 
Lappen ($350) - "A Passion for ($700,000) to the Massachusetts 
Birds" at the Great Falls Cultural Cotmcil. Consumers of 
Discove1y Center in Tumers local culhire who reside in 
Falls; Montague Elementa1y Montague, Leverett, or Wendell 
School ($345) to help school may wish to email or call House 
children attend a May 11th per- Ways and Means committee vice 
formance of Charlotte's Web at chair Steve Kulik at 413-238-
the Shea Theater; Montague Alt 5374 or sktdik@valinet.com to 
Movement ($100) - for the May ask his suppo1t for as much ftmd
Day Fine Art Exhibit and Sale on ing as possible for the 
the common in Monatgue Massachusetts Cultmal Council. 
Center; Old Maps ($200) - for The Montague Ctdtural 
reseai·ch on Historic Maps of the Council is seeking a new com-
0 Id Canal (in Tumers Falls), to mittee members. For more infor
expand the Cainegie's Libra1y's mation, call 863-8586. 

Domestic Assault, Under the Influence, Structure Fire 

omestic assat t an 
Wednesday, 2/2 
8:16 a.m. Open door/window at Shea 
Theater. Services rendered. 
10:40 a.m. Warrant arrest of 

p.m. eig or ·stur ance 
Twelfth Street. Services rendered. 
Thunday, 2/3 
9:50 a.m. Trespassing on Randall 
Road. Referred to other police. 
2 p.m. Larceny at Miskinis Television 
on Avenue A. Referred to an officer. 
4: 14 p.m. Fraud on T Street. Services 
rendered 
5:05 p.m. Neighbor disturbance on 
Thirteenth Street. Services rendered. 
Friday, 2/4 
10:16 a.m. Environmental incident at 

Third Street Laundromat. Referred to 
other agency. 
1:20 p.m. Structure fire on Fourth 
Street. Referred to other agency. 
4:24 p.m. Neighbor disturbance on 
Main Street. Investigated. 
IO: 15 p.m. Structure fire on Montague 
Street. Referred to other a2:ency. 
10:28 p.m. Arrest of 

ing 

Saturday, 2/5 
8:05 p.m. Suspicious person on 
Second Street. Investigated. 
Sunday, 2/6 
l 1:50 a.m. Structure fire on Chestnut 
Street. Referred to other agency. 
Monday,2/7 
1:17 a.m. Suspicious person in the 
area of the treatment plant on 
Greenfield Road. Investigated. 

influence, operating to 
endanger, operating with
out a license in posses
sion, operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended 
license for operation of a 
motor vehicle while under 
the influence of liquor 
and marked lanes viola
tions. 

RIVERSIDE _ 
.ADIATOR 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic 

Route 2, Gill 
863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 = 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

<$J[l) 

~ ,.{)0 
IRS-Approved Income Tax Preparer 
Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 

Now accepting new tax clients 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

s,wdoJizii,g ln all O$pt'ffl ol Lnw anti~ Mrrinf•norn,. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Residen!ial & Commerrial - luRv /muted 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

moo 
We Spedalize In Impossible Deadtinesl 

-, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774-3 500 I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and online services: 

copycatprintshop.com ... 
UP TO THE MINUTE TEC:HNOLOGY 

OLP-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 
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GO GREER rnm11Y 

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Back home, Jane had barely 
removed her coat, when she 
heard her partner Nell shout, 
"Come quick, Jane-you're 
going to want to see what's on 
the local news." 

Jane was just in time to 
catch an image of a group of 
protestors-high school and 
college age, by the looks of 
them-being dragged away 
from a building by police offi
cers as one of the news anchors 
said " ... the protestors, who 
call themselves the Western 

Episode 44: Young Activists 
Massachusetts Greenwashing 
Guerillas, say they are opposed 
to burning coal. . . twelve were 
arrested, including Alex Tinker 
and Jayden Bartlett, both con
testants in the WGBJ Go Green 
Family competition." 

The camera zeroed in on the 
impassioned face of Jayden 
Bartlett. "Climate change is 
killing people. We've got to 
stop burning coal if we want to 
save our planet," she shouted 
as two police officers hauled 
her limp body into a waiting 
patrol car. 

From the sh1dio, the perky 
blonde news anchor said, "Just 
last week, State Representative 
Rita Tinker voiced her support 
for clean coal and nuclear tech-

nologies." They cut to a clip of 
Rita's acceptance speech. 
"There seems to be a differ
ence of opinion in the Tinker 
family, wouldn't you say, 
Bill?" the newscaster asked. 
"Makes you wonder what the 
Tinker boy and his 
Greenwashing Guerillas have 
to say about nuclear power." 

"That's not all," Nell said, 
"Have you seen Ruby Tinker's 
video yet? It's gone viral
three people sent me the link 
today!" 

Jane watched Ruby's 
"Feet's Too Big" video, and 
couldn't believe Ruby's charis
ma. She was more than engag
ing, singing to the world as if 
her life depended on it while 

climbing a tree, dancing in 
oversized red sneakers, and 
poking her head out of the dri
ver's seat of a pickup truck. 
Her song was compelling and 
annoyingly catchy. This is 
what the kids in Bridge Street 
Elementary School needed to 
see, and what her climate 
change presentation was miss
ing-a local kid their own age, 
with the ability to inspire 
action! Jane picked up the 
phone. 

"Could I speak with Ruby 
Tinker, please?" Jane asked. 

"Who's this?" Ruby 
answered 
"It's Jane Robbins-Levine 
from GGF. Ruby- I'm calling 
because I'm so excited about 
the song you wrote - I'm 
doing an education program on 
climate change and sustainable 
solutions in elementary 
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schools, and I'd like to use it 
- with your permission, of 
course." 

"You should come to my 
school," Ruby said. "They 
hardly teach us anything about 
living sustainably or ever talk 
about climate change. I'm 
going to start a kids' organiza
tion called Green Pioneers so 
that kids can learn about stuff 
like building solar panels and 
electric cars and geothermal 
energy." 

"Green Pioneers? That's a 
ten-ific idea! Maybe I can help. 
Could we get together?" 

"Sure," said Ruby. "If you 
want, you could meet me at the 
Lady Killigrew tomorrow 
morning. Alex is meeting some 
friends there, and he promised 
to take me along." 

Continued next issue ... 

Jazz Concert to Benefit Food Bank 
of Wes tern Massachusetts 

Montague WebWorks Offers 
Training Session 

AMHERST - The Amherst College Jazz Ensemble will perform the world premiere of Ayn 
lnserto's new work "Down a Rabbit Hole" on Sahrrday, Februa1y 26th at 8 p.m. in Buckley 
Recital Hall in the Arms Music Center at Amherst College. The concert benefits the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts and feahrres guest guitarist Freddie Bryant, Class of '87. The sug
gested donation is $5 and canned goods. 

lnserto is the 2011 Robin McBride '59 Jazz Commission Series composer. She is considered 
to be among the most prominent young jazz composers of her generation. Jazz guitarist Ben 
Monder describes lnserto's music as "intricate yet economical, harmonically intriguing, and 
display[ing] a vast and alluring textural palette. The work remains personal while showing great 
versatility." 

The ensemble will also perform the works of John Carisi, arranged by Leigh Pilzer; Charles 
Argersinger; George Benson; Stevie Wonder; Count Basie; and guest performer Freddie B1yant. 

For a complete listing of upcoming Amherst College Department of Music events, visit us 
on the web: www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/music/events. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Friday, 2/4: 

After three years working 
together, Mik Muller has bought 
out his partner Patrick Davis in 
their company, Montague 
Web Works. Davis will move on 
to focus on his own sales, com
munications and marketing work. 

Montague Web Works formed 
in 2008 to cater to the local 
Pioneer Valley business market. 
Since then they have gained 90 
clients, more than half from 
Montague and Greenfield. 

Davis said, "I believe in Mik, 
and wouldn't trust our customers 
with anyone else." 

Muller said, 'The small busi
ness software I wrote, which was 
recently renamed RocketFusion, 
will become the main focus of 

Montague Web Works. 
Customers using the website 

software will see significant soft
ware improvements over the next 
few months regarding speed and 
ease, with many new feahlres. 
For new customers, time-to-mar
ket has been reduced to days, not 
weeks. 

Montague Web Works will 
offer a Web Works refresher train
ing session on Monday, Febma1y 
28th, from 6:00 pm. to 8:30 pm. 
at the Franklin County 
Community Development 
Corporation, 324 Wells Street, in 
Greenfield. 

For more info1mation, call 
413-320-5336, or go to 
www.MontagueWebWorks.com 

Auto Theft, Assist Fire Department and Other Police 
Tuuday, 2/1 ----• for 7:00 p.m. Erving fire 
11:50 a.m. Report of ~ of a responding to Mountain 
stolen motor vehicle. felony. Road residence for water 
Subject called and stated 8:20 p.m. Motor vehicle in leaking throu~h the roof. 
she let a Pratt Street resi- parking lot at River Street. Thuaday, 2/3 

12:29 a.m. Assisted state 
police with motor vehicle 
crash with injuries in Gill. 
7:15 a.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle in area of French 
King Highway and Forest 
Street. Vehicle gone on 
arrival. 

Medieval Actors Sought 

dent borrow her motor Heavy damage to driver's 1:00 a.m. Report of motor 
vehicle and they were side door. vehicle rollover. Unknown 
unwilling to return. Under II:07 p.m. Report of location on Route 63. 
investigation. smoke in the attic at West Vehicle located at 
12:50 p.m. Criminal a Ii- High Street residence. Northfield residence. False 
cation issued Assisted fue department. reporting. Northfield 

erty. 
1:30 p.m. Criminal applica-

--111 

Wednesday, 2/2 police handled same. 
7:35 a.m. Report of motor 7:50 p.m. Trash found on 
vehicle in the roadway on East Prospect Street. Spoke 
Central Street, blocking to owner of trash. Snow 
snow removal. Advised plow hit trash. They'll pick 
owner to remove same from up. 
roadway. 

Saturday, 2/ 5 
3:50 p.m. Report of vehicle 
off road on Route 2 east of 
Old State Road. Found 
vehicle off road. 
7:19 p.m. Assisted Orange 
police with 911 call from 
East River Street in Orange. 
All Orange officers tied up. 
Found to be domestic, ver
bal only. 

MONTAGUE - Mutton and 
Mead, Montague's Medieval 
Festival, is seeking actors to fill 
the following specific roles: 
Robin Hood, Friar Tuck, Meny 
Men, ( evil) Shen-iff of 
Nottingham, Guy Grisboume, 
bumbling and miscreant 
Sheriff's Deputies, and a Tavern 
Owner. 

The festival is also looking 
for actors to play town folk, vis
iting nobility and other 'depth 
and color' characters, along with 
dancers and singers. In addition, 

the festival is looking for food, 
artisan and game vendors, as 
well as modem corporate spon
sors. 

Please call ( 413) 992-6572 or 
visit www.MuttonAndMead.com 
to confirm your interest and 
schedule an audition. 

Mutton and Mead is a 
Medieval Festival in Western 
Massachusetts, and will be held 
on Sahrrday, June 18th, 2011, on 
the grounds of the Millers Falls 
Rod and Gun Club on Turners 
Falls Road, in Montague. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Great Rates, Fully Insured! 

Greenfield ~ Co.operative~ :f.. 
Bank 

A GfNt flnamlat Pl!irtner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772,0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

@ 
e 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEl,IBERSIF 

,-ti Pr1f"R UJATrRS -: 

HOUSE PAINTING 

f~\e:;t; 978-544-6534 Wt>;!ell 

~-~-~-"111iii:'\.-,.~-~-~ 

Ill Abodt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

We've Moved! 

Phone: 413-863-5447 

Find us at: 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

Turn your computer troubles punrue 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 
Thomas G. Simons (1942-2009) 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Montague Reporter Poetry Page 
presents, Love Poetry open mic. 
Bring your own bad and good love 
poems or love poems from your 
favorite poet 2 p.m. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY IN FEBRUARY 
The Arts Block. Greenfield: February res
idency with Alan Evans, the drummer of 
the seminal funk, soul band Soulive. 
Every Thursday night at 9 p.m. Soul funk 
syndicate Play on Brother. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
IN FEBRUARY 
Montague Inn TNT Karaoke. 
8:30 p.m. 

Now Through FEBRUARY 26th 
Great Falls Discovery Center. 
Turners Falls Fine Fishing 
Artwork by James Roszel in the 
Great Hall. Open Fridays & 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m 
Artists reception on Saturday, 
February 5th 1 to 3 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11th 
Great Falls Discovery Center. Turners 
Falls: Mando Paradiso Mandolin Orchestra 
at the Great Falls Coffeehouse, 7 p.m. 

z 
~ Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Thrive 
~ Project Show, featuring Marisol 
3 Celestia, Krystal G/ushien, Josh 
;; Warren, Mojie Crigler, and Zach 
:::, g Holmes, 4 p.m. 

8 
"' Deja Brew, Wendell: Have a Heart 
~ for Haiti, Music by Annie Hassett and 

Gangly Heart. Benefit Dance Party to 
help send Coco Schacht/ and Mary Collins 
to assist medical relief workers in the dev
astated country of Haili. 8 to 10 pm 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls TNT 
-..-- ... Karaoke, 8 p m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16th 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Reggae 
Night. a pm. 

Leverett Library: Read it Leverett 
event, Mitch Mulholland presents a 
slide show and talk on the archeol
ogy of the Connecticut River Valley, 
including findings related to King 
Philip's War. 7:00 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Quiz 
_ Nite, 8 pm 

Now Through FEBRUARY 26th 
Gallery A-3, Cinema Building, 
Amherst: Gloria Kege/es, 

Chicago Afrobeat Project plays at the A.rts 
Block in Greenfield on Friday, February .18th, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17th 

Mirages, with Lourdes Morales. photos 
and mixed media. Wednesdays through 
Sundays, 1 to 7 p m 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1oth 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Annual 
Valentine's Day Aphrodisiac Massacre to 
benefit NELCWIT 7:30 p.m. by donation. 
Adult fun and games. 

Deja Brew. Wendell: Bruce Scofeild, 
Acoustic & Electric Classic rock . 8 to 10 
p.m. 

with Shoka:zoba, .at 10 p.m. Discovery Center. Turners Falls: 

Montague Bookmill Junk-folk trio Rusty 
Belle at 8 p.m. CD release On A Full Moon 
Weekend. Sunday. A companion to On A 
Full Moon Weekend. Saturday, the latest 
release is a delicate work of waltzes, sea
faring tunes and cosy harmonies. 

Rendezvous. Turners Falls: 1940's 
Dance Parly with DJ Bex and birthday 
broad, Anja 9:30 p m. 

Deja Brew. Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, Acoustic driven originals, 9 to 11 
p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse. Miillers Falls: 
Bistro Boys, 9:30 p.m. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Dan Daniels 
and Your No Good Buddies. 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12th 
Deja Brew. Wendell: Rhythm, Inc. 9 to 11 
p.m. 

Echo Lake Coffee House, Leverett: 
Magpie, featuring Greg Artzner and Terry 
Leonino, will perform music for social 
change, 7:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Tum 
it Loose, 9:30 p.m. 

Greenfield Teen Center Recover 
Project's 8th annual Winter Dance, with 
DJ Flashback and The Fabulous Laurie 
8. Formal dress optional. (413) 774-5489. 
This is a drug and alcohol free event. 8 to 
11 pm 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13th 

Climate change and water resources: 
expectations and uncertainties in natural 
systems. Timothy Randhir, Associate 
Professor of Watershed Management and 
Water Quality at the University of 
Massachusetts, to learn about the relation
ships between climate change and the 
hydrologic cyde. 7 to 9 p.m. 

Northfield Coffee and Books: A new 
monthly open mic. Featured reader Trish 
Crapo, followed by 5-minute open mic 
readings. Third Thursday of every month. 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew. Wendell: Dave Robinson & 
Tommy Filault, Blues based Roots Music, 
8 to 10 p.m 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie & 
The Mud, Blood & Beer Band. Singing all 
your Johnny Cash favorites and many 
more, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Chicago Afrobeat 

A1emonal Hall Theater 

POlH□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

February 11th & 12th at 7:30 p.m. 
LA STRADA 

Director Federico Fellini's lyrical, 
disturbing fable. Anthony Quinn. 

Giulietta Masina. 1954 B&W 108 min. 

Music 1/2 hour before the movie 
Fri. Jason Bour_ge_ois 

Sat Abdul Baki Family Ensemble 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

project, with Shokazoba, 2010 Chicago 
Music Award Winners, Best African Act, 
10 pm 

Rendezvous. Turners Falls Hi-Country 
Lo-Fi, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19th 
Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls Heather 
Maloney, folk rocker. 8 p.m 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House Old 
Wendell Town Hall: Viva Quetzal! with 
Harp beat and Fatbeard, Show at 8 p.m. 
Open mic at 7:30 pm. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2oth 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter 
Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, Acoustic Trio -
Warped Americana. 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rhodes Art Center, Northfield Mount 
Hermon, Gill: Northfield Mount Hermon 
Symphony Orchestra, Concert Band, and 
Jazz Ensemble will present a benefit con
cert for Senior Citizens in Franklin County 
to benefit Meals on Wheels. 3 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24th 
Deja Brew. Wendell: Larry Kopp, Country & 
City Blues Guitar and Vocals, 8 to 10 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love, 8 to 10 
p.m. 

Yal,ntlneis Day 
WHl!end Sp,elal 

------------

FR I, SAT & SUN 

Two for $45: 
2 Appetizers, 2 Salads 
or Desserts, 2 Entrees 

and 2 Beverages. 

GreatOeal 
Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays til 10:00 p.m. 

111 IIICI IIIH 
TUES-SAT Teen d!OJHn center-art, 
computers, music, and more 3 to 6 pm 
WED Experimental writing 6 to 8 pm 
TUES & SAT Green jobs 10 to 4 pm 
Other week!, programs: Yoga, Self 

Defense, Womens writinggroup 
(413) 863-9576 

24 Third St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

$ GREENFIElD 
~A.VU~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Greenfield. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Friday Feb. 11th to Sunday Feb. 13th 

1. THE KING'S SPEECH R 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
2. THE RITE PG13 DTS 
DAILY 9:30 
3. BLACK SWAN R 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 7:00 
4. NO STRINGS ATTACHED 
PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
5. JUST GO WITH IT PG13 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 7:00 9:30 
6. JUSTIN BIEBER: NEVER 
SAYNEVER3D 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 7:00 9:00 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 2/11 9 to 11 p.m. 
Rich111·d Chase Group, Acoustic 
Saturday, 2/12 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rhythm, Inc., Reggae 
Sunday, 2/13 8 to 10 p.m. 

Annie Hassett and Gangly 
Heart, Haiti Benefit 

Thursday, 2/17 8 to 10 p.m. 
Dave Robinson & Tommy F:ilault 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 2/10 7:30 
Valentine's Day Aphrodesiac 

Massacre • NELCWIT benefit 

FRI 2/ 11 9:30 FREE 
l 940s Dance Party 

SAT 2/12 9:30 $5 
E. B.'s Dance Party lhip·hop 

to-hipster, 90s·todayl 

SUN 2/13 8pm FREE 
TNT Karaoke 

15 

78 THIRD STREET 
TUAN£RSFlW 
'lllEYIIOJIET 413-16!-ltH, 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Greenfield Imported Car S8 a11 l&eles.tn ~ lK Fonnerly La e e I er 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

VIDEO GAMES ETC. 

~ 
Buy. Sell, Trade 

Todd Cousino 
Owner 

Games, Electronfos, aod More! 

229b Main St. 
Greenfield, MA 

01301 
~ 

New & Vintage Video Games 
and Machines. 

l,OOO's of DVD's 
Phone: (413) 772-0044 

E-mail: vgect@ynhoo.com 

PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

IUI ·~·~ ~-=-"~'"='ll -------------------- ~ !! ~~~ 
AUDIO & VISUAL COMPONENTS & FURNITURE · 

150 Federal St., Greenfield 
· J'i' · 413-774-2836 
.- ~ 80~49~2896 

. ,. """" : 
't::\ email. mstore@vahnet.com • www.the-musicstore.com 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION on top of 
the refrig
erator, or 
you can 

them out. Be mthless. You cannot 
develop strong, healthy plants 
when they are overcrowded. 

and the stump planters 
spo1t pyramids of snow 
like pointed winter 
hats. I should be glad 
of the deep cover blan
keting the fragile roses. 
Still, it is a daunting 
amount, and it makes it 
hard to believe the gar
den will ever emerge. 

Febmaiy brings 
MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK hope. The sun is higl1 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - I am glad 
to see the back of Janruuy. 

The long nights, the early dark 
and the mountains of snow and 
ice have become dishea1tening. 
We have shoveled twenty-nine 
inches of the white stuff during 
just that one month, seventeen on 
the 12th alone. The piles that 
edge the driveway are so high I 
can't reach to add any more. 

To date, the winter accumula
tion is a hefty 46 inches of snow 
and ice, producing four snow 
days for school. 

The compost bins, the grill 

BOSTON from pg 1 
-tion the $4 billion attributed to 
the non-profit cultural sector. 

State senator Stan Rosenberg 
(D-Amherst) ai1d representative 
Steven Kulik (D-W01thington) 
recognized the achievements of 
Turners Falls RiverCulture with a 
special citation. 

Luncheon was followed by a 
perfo1mance of honorees from 
Las Pleneras de La Villa - a 
troupe of senior Latina women 
from the Boston ai·ea who cele
brate the rich Pue1to Rican cul
ture of song and dance. Then it 
was on to the Great Hall of Flags 
where Walker extolled the ways 
that rut, poetiy and music speak 
to the human spirit. Governor 
Deval Pati'ick spoke of the state's 
investinent in the Cultural 
Facilities Fund ai1d the rebuilding 
of ruts institutions. He chal
lenged visitors to b1111g the ruts 
into eve1y niche of their commu
nities ai1d find the quiet forgotten 
comers so that all citizens have 
the oppo1tunity to experience the 
cultural joys in their 1nidst. 

The audience was ti·eated to a 
vi1tuoso pe1f01mru1ce by violinist 
Lynn Chai1g, one of the founding 
members of the Boston Chamber 

and strong, bringing 
some melting warmth after the 
frosty nights. It's time to watch 
the mail for the seed orders, ai1d 
to prepare to stait seedlings for 
the coming season. 

Buy some soilless seed struter, 
or make your own with a one to 
one mix of sphagnum moss and 
perlite. If your materials have 
been opened and stored since last 
year, it is best to spread what you 
need in a large, flat pan and bake 
it at 350 degrees to kill any mold 
or fungus. 

More seedlings die from 
damping off than from mold or 

Music Society who pe1fo1med on 
December 10th at the Nobel 
Peace Pt'ize ceremony in Oslo, 
hono11ng Chinese writer and 
human rights activist Liu Xiaobo 
- fo1bidden by the Chinese gov
ernment to attend the ceremony 
to receive his p1'ize. 

The Commonwealth award 
winners came from all over the 
state and were honored for a vru'i
ety of accomplishments, from the 
leadership awards of fo1mer 
G.C.C. president Kay Sloa11, now 
of Massachusetts College of Art 
& Design to the creative learning 
accomplishments of Plimoth 
Plantation and Revere Higl1 
School teacher Nancy Ba11le to 
the great achievements of the 
Williamstown Theati·e Festival 
affectionately known as "WTF." 

The Creative Community 
awards honor the work of cultur
al organizations that work to 
develop a viable and sustainable 
arts economy. Turners Falls 
RiverCulture was in good com
pany with Terun Haverhill and 
the Villa Vict011a Center for the 
Alts in receiving one of the 
awards. 

Davol said she felt over
whehned by the honor. 

fungus, however. Damping off 
cai1 be caused by non-sterile soil 
or over-watering. 

Althougl1 seeds come with 
their own built-in food supply, 
pick up some plant food for the 
burgeoning seedlings you will 
soon have to care for. I like to use 
a mild solution ofliquid seaweed 
ai1d water. Seeds, struter mix and 
plant food are all you need to pur
chase. 

Seeds can be sta1ted in any flat 
container that cai1 be pe1forated 
with holes for drainage. Pre
moisten your struting medium to 
a damp but not saturated wetness. 
Spread your starter mix in cleai1, 
well washed containers. Lay the 
seed on top ai1d press down to 
make sure of good contact with 
the medium. Cover your seeds 
with more plai1ting medium in an 
amount twice the size of the seed. 

Find the warmest spot in your 
house. Most seeds need 65 to 75 
degrees of waimth to genninate. 

You can find these tempera
tures in a sunny south window, 

"There were about five hur1-
dred people there, and I was one 
of only ten weai'ing award winner 
ribbons. People I didn't even 
know were coming up to tell me 
we really deserved the awai·d, 
ai1d they couldn't wait to come 
out for the next event we pro
duce. I was just amazed that peo
ple all over the 
state, from 
Pittsfield to 
Worcester to 
Boston said 
they knew 
what we were 
doing, or were 
coming up to 
me for point
ers and advice. 
Turners Falls 
is really on the 
map." 

River
Culture 
formed in 
2006 when 

use a 
warming 
mat espe

cially designed for the purpose. 
Place your seed containers in a 

pai1 or tray so you can water from 
the bottom only. If you find that 
the surface soil dries out too 
quickly, spray it with a misting 
bottle. 

Less is more with the water
ing. 

A good way to avoid dainping 
off is to provide a source of mov
ing air like a fai1. Use plastic 
wrap or cleai· plastic lids to keep 
moisture even. 

After the seeds genninate and 
sprouts have developed, cover 
only at night. Turn the seed con
tainers daily to keep stems strong 
ai1d even. 

When the tme leaves of the 
plant emerge, it's time to sta1t 
weekly feedings with a weak 
mixture of food and water. 

The goal is to feed a healthy 
plant, but not to msh growth to 
the extent of legginess. 

When your seedlings have 
reached this size, you need to thin 

ming arour1d Turners' diverse 
cultural offe11ngs, sce1lic beauty, 
ai1d historical integrity. In an 
interview the same day back in 
Turners about the Common
wealth Awru·d for Chrumel 22 , 
RiverCulture producers commit
tee chair ChI'is Janke said, "I 
think we may be the smallest 

l 

In the next week or two you 
can sta1t any cold loving plai1ts 
you would like to have in your 
eai'ly spring garden. T1y onions 
or leeks, leafy greens, broccoli 
ai1d hardy aimuals like pansies, 
ai1y of which can be set out as 
soon as the soil cai1 be worked in 
late Mai·ch or early April. Wait a 
bit more to strut the sensitive 
crops like tomatoes and peppers. 
I am always hoping to set these 
out in 1nid to late May, so I will 
strut them in 1nid-March, plai1ting 
ai1d repotting to develop thick 
stemmed and mai1y leaved young 
plants, about a foot high. 

In the meai1time, mark your 
calendai·s for the annual bulb 
shows at Smith ai1d Mt. Holyoke 
colleges at the beginning of 
March. Treat yourself to a bunch 
or two of the Dutch daffodils that 
will appear in local stores before 
too long. Order some perennials 
for sUillffier planting. Sit in the 
sun, bundle up and take a walk in 
the warmth of the day, make 
plans for a Sllillffier vacation. 

Enjoy the lengthening days, 
the late winter sports, ai1d the 
wa1mth of the evening heaith. 

town to have success in a pro
gram like this anywhere in 
America." 

Why stop there? 
It was clear from the 

Commonwealth Awards 

Turners Falls is going 11ml 
places. II~ 

aitists, orgaili
zations, busi
ness leaders 
and town offi-
cials came 
together to cre
ate program-

RiverCulture partners and friends attending the Commonwealth Award ceremo'!Y at the 
Statehouse on Wednesricry (l-r) Ken Garber, Robin Sherman, Janet Haas, Pat Allen, Frank 
Abbondanzio, I.Jsa Henry, Walter R.amsry, Llsa Davol John Kruger, Lynn Nichols, Sara 

Campbell Bill Gabriel Ann Hamilton, Anne Harding, and Sara Dqyle. 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thws Jan 

Glass 15, Boll/e 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

s 
SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat. 10-5 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~~~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
Come For a drink, stay For a meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 




