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Selectboanl Handles 
Hot Button Petitions 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - The 
Montague selectboard 
held their briefest meet­
ing in recent memo1y, 
clocking in at only 25 
minutes, on Tuesday, 
Febma1y 20th. Still, that 
was enough time for the 
board to deal with two 
hot-button citizen petition 
drives, and approve a sec­
ond year contract with the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council for the down­
town Tumers Falls arts­
based economic develop­
ment RiverCulture pro­
ject. 

As the meeting got 
started, Richard Kulis, a 
resident of Gill and a pilot 
who has used the Tumers 
Falls Airport for many 
years, approached the 
board representing a com­
mittee of pilots, mechan­
ics, and aiiport users with 
a petition with over 150 
names demanding the 
immediate removal of air­
port manager Michael 
Sweeney, of Greenfield. 
Kulis said the group, 
called the Committee to 
Save the Tumers Falls 
Airpo11, had collected the 
signatures of "100% of 
the hangar owners at the 
aiipo11, and 95% of the 

pilots who use the ail'­
po11." A small group of 
pilots and committee 
members attended the 
meeting with Kulis. 

Among the concerns 
Kulis said prompted the 
group to act are their 
claiins that Sweeney, who 
has been manager of the 
Tumers Falls Aiipo11 for 
three years, has instituted 
mies and procedures at 
the aiipo11 which "have 
limited the access by 
Turners Falls pilots to 
FAA mandated safety 
training, repair services 
and pilot insh1ction," 
which they claim have 
made the aiipo11 less safe 
for the pilots who use it. 
The group also claims 
Sweeney has raised the 
lease fees for aviation 
businesses using the ail'­
po11 to "10 times other 
small aiiports like 
Orange," and included a 
survey of lease fees at 
seven area aiipo11s to sup­
po11 their claim. The 
group also claimed 
Sweeney had "made 
eve1y effo11 to discourage 
the local friendliness and 
'hangar talk' that is the 
backbone of eve1y small 
ai1port in the world," 
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RiverCulture to Receive $35,000 
Mass Cultural Council Grant 

CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 
TURNERS FALLS -
The official letter hasn't 
an-ived yet, but the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council did mfonn Lisa 
Davol, ctdhll'al coordina­
tor of Tumers Falls 
RiverCtilh1re, that 
RiverCulture would be 
receiving a $35,000 grant 
to contiime their effo11s at 
fosteriI1g aits and culture 
in Tumers Falls. Although 
the project asked for 
$40,000, Davol said she 
was not unliappy about 
getting almost all she 
asked for in her applica­
tion. 

"The competition was 
pretty stiff this yeai·, from 
what I heard, so I'm quite 
pleased we got as much as 
we did," said Davol. But 
she also pointed out that 
at least 80 percent of the 
$35,000 must be matched 
by private money and 20 
percent can be from in 
kind contributions. At 
present she has commit­
ments for about $27,000 
in cash, and feels confi­
dent that RiverCtllh1re 
will be able to raise the 
remaiI1iI1g money. She 
also said she was hoping 

to match the state 
grant dollar for 
dollar, not just 80 
per cent of it. 

According to 
Davol, 
RiverCulhll'e has 
"lots of excitiI1g 
plans for the 
coming year." 
Among the 
events the com­
munity can look 
fo1ward to are a 
series of conceits 
at the bandshell 
at Peskeomskut 
Park, a sculph1re 
park near the 
canal, a 3-D 
workshop, a 
downtown block 
party, and "alter­
native" audio or 
podcast walking 
tours of Turners Falls. 
And, of course, the activ­
ities such as the a11 walks, 
Shea Theatre evenings, 
Hallmark Museum talks, 
and events in paitnership 
with the Discove1y 
Center and the Brick 
House will continue. 

The music series will 
feature double billed band 
concerts on third Friday 
eveniI1gs from May to 
August under the new 

THEATER REVIEW 

I.isa Davo4 RiverCulture Project Coordinator 

bandshell in refurbished 
Peskeomsket Park. 
RiverCulture is also com­
missioning an original 
composition from the 
community band that 
Davol envisions may 
become the "Tumers 
Falls song," that schools 
and community groups 
can perform on many 
occasions. 

The 3-D Workshops 
are River Culture member 

Jack Nelson's idea. 
Nelson, an accomplished 
artist in a variety of 
media, will conduct the 
workshops for local 
sculptors and installation 
a11ists. The cuhnmation, it 
is hoped, will be the cre­
ation of a sculpture park 
on the site of what was 
formerly the Dubois 
Garage (now cleaned up 

see ARTS pg 10 

Dancing Princesses lbl~e lblagic on ilteffiela itage 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Magic 
happens on an elementa1y 
level when school kids get 
together on stage. You could 
see the excitement and antici­
pation in their eyes as they 
peeked from the wings, wait­
ing for their cue to dance 
onstage in Rowena Ratanen's 
adaptation of the Brothers 
Grirnm's 'I\velve Dancing 
Princesses. There were only 
ten princesses in the Sheffield 
School production, on Friday, 
F ebma1y 16th, but they were 
enough to keep the whole 
school, and the 2nd graders 

visiting from 
Hillcrest, on 
the edge of 
their seats, 
hying to solve 
the myste1y of 
what dis­
cotheque or 
ballroom 
those young 
beauties fre­
quented each 
evening to 
dance the 
night away. 

The king, 
their father, 
played with 

Left to right· Caitlin Poirier, Ian Lang and Alexis Young 

admirable 
patience by 
an always 
about to blus­
ter Kolbe 
Martineau, 
could not 
understand 
why the new 
shoes the 
royal shoe­
maker, the 
charming 
Gabrielle 
Santucci, 
brought each 
day to outfit 
his ten 

daughters were always down 
at the heels by the following 
dawn, even though the door to 
their bedchambers was kept 
securely locked. The royal cof­
fers were going broke, like the 
Philippines under Imelda 
Marcos, (and she didn't even 
wear most of her shoes)! The 
king felt he had to get to the 
bottom of the puzzle. Where 
were those young hussies 
doing the hustle each night? 

All of a sudden, one of the 
king's guards, Ian Lang, had a 
thought. What if someone 
were to stay locked in the 

see SHEFFIELD pg 16 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Built for Comfort 

Crystal 
Crystal is a on~year-old female 
domestic medium-hair cat in need 
of a good home. Crystal has one of 
those original cat faces that lets you 
see just how they're related to the 
lions and the tigel'S. She's a happy 
cat, veiy social and friei1dly. Ciystal 
is FIV+ and must live as an indoor 
only cat. We know FIV+ cats that 
are 16, so v.rith good care they can 
live long happy lives. If you want 
the peifect comfort cat, look into 
C1ystal.For more infonnation on 
adopting C1ystal, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
einail at levei·ett@dpvhs.org. 

GFMS Students of 
the Week 
Grade 7 

Edgar Laboy 
Grade 8 

Andrew Turban 
Andrew Podlesny 
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EST. @ 1754 
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MlllERS FAllS llBRARY NEWS 

Library Club Activities 
~~ ::1 PlAC ES 

MILLERS FALLS - Ko1y and 
Zak, both of Millers Falls, 
recently taught each other some 
songs on the guitar at the Millers 
Falls Lib:raiy Club. Libra1y Club 
activities include music, crafts, 
stories, and homework help with 
Children's Librarian Linda 
Hickman on Tuesdays from 
3:30 - 5 p.m. For more informa­
tion, call the Carnegie Librruy, 
863-3214. 

CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS 
Music and Motion Series 

BY LINDA 
HICKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS 
- Music and Motion 
with musician 
Michael Nix and 
Children's Librarian 
Linda Hickman will 
be held at the 
Carnegie Libra1y on 
Saturday, March 3rd 
from 2 - 3 p.m. 
Children of any age 
and their families 
are welcome. 

The session will include fun 
interactive songs, puppets, and 
a variety of musical instru­
ments, including guitars and 
banjo. This free program will 
be held the first Saturday of 
each month from Februa1y -
April. 

The monthly Saturday 
series is cosponsored by the 
Montague Cultural Council, 
which is funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. For 
more info, call: 863-3214. 

Salloom to Play the Shea 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - In advruice 
of his Mru·ch 3rd benefit conceit 
for the Shea Theater, 
Northampton-based musician 
Roger Salloom appeared at the 
MCTV studio in Turners Falls on 
Friday, Febmary 16th, to talk 
about his cru·eer and play a new 
song, ''I'm In Trouble Again." 
Salloom, dubbed 'America's Best 
Unknown Songwriter,' is the sub­
ject of an award-winning docu­
menta1y fihn by Chris Sautter, 
who will also be at the Mru·ch 3rd 
benefit, to discuss his film, which 
took top prize at a number of 
independent fi.hn festivals. The 
fihn, called So Glad I Made It, 
will air at the Shea Theater on 
Mru·ch 3rd as well. All that enter­
tainment in one evening, and pro­
ceeds benefit the local perfonning 

ruts theater. You can't miss. 
Worcester native Salloom 

became regionally famous in 
1975 when his song "Gotta Get 
Outta Worcester" hit the top of 
the charts in Boston. Before that, 
he migrated to Sa.ii Francisco in 
the mid-60s, where he played the 
Avalon Ballroom and the 
Filhnore West with the likes of 
Proco! Hamm, Van Mo1rison, and 
Santana. He knew Janis Joplin 
before she got famous, and 
remembered the Gratefol Dead 
when they were just another band 
that smoked a lot of pot. He 
talked about the Diggers 
Collective and their free stores in 
the Haight, where you could take 
food and clothing, and even 
money from a coin jar, for free. 
"They were trying to change the 
world," he said. Or at least make 

a little more spru·e change avail­
able. 

In our area, Salloom is well­
loved for his annual free conceits 
at the Pines Theater in Leeds, and 
for his club work with the 
Stragglers. Sautter, who went to 
college with Salloom, contacted 
him out of the blue 25 years later 
to see if he'd be willing to be the 
subject of a documentruy. Two 
and a half years ru1d 70 homs of 
fi.hning later, So Glad I Made It is 
the result. 

SaUoom, for all his rock veter­
ru1 status, betrayed a touching vul­
nerability in the studio, and his 
confessional songwriting style 
wears well with age. His vocals 
on the choms of I'm In Trouble 
Again could have put Roy 
Orbison to shrune. Check out the 
interview with Salloom for yom-

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Feb. 26th -March 2nd 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Make meal 
reservations a day in advance 
by 11 a.m. Messages can be 
left on the machine when the 
center is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reser­
vations by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 26th 
10:15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
TuE-sday, 27th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 28th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 29th 
1 pm. Pitch 
Friday, 30th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. For information 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva­
tions a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 
Thursday shopping, or med-

ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 26th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
TuE-sday, 27th 
9 a m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
WednE-sday, 28th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 29th 
9 a m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call 
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate trans­
portation. 

Before and 
After 

on Avenue A 
The 100 degree 
day was August 

2nd, 2006. 
The broken 
shovel was 

found on 
February 15, 

2007. 

PHOTOS BY JO, 
PEDESTRIAN PERSPECTIVES 

Support our Adve1tisers, 
tell them you saw it in the 

;Jftilontagur l\eporter 

'The Courage 
of Conviction" 
By Larry Cadran 

Order from ebay 
or 

(978) 458-1177 

self on Channel 17, and get in line 
for the big show at the Shea, 
March 3rd. SaUoom is back, bet­
ter than ever, and local audiences 
are in the know. He's a great 
singer songwriter you don't want 
to miss. 

We've Got You Covered! 

SATURDAY SPECIAL 

Artist Supplies 
25% Off 

1·sf Avenue A, fumers Fails • 863-4346 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• eyste111 ~000 
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• Thet1110 Ptlde 

• We11-Mela111 

• Othet Majot Bta11d.c 
• Expett B11t11et 

•etvlee 

( 413) 773-3622 
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Erving Seniors Express Hope for a New Center 
BY KEVIN FOLEY - In an old 
elementaiy school on the 
Eivingside of Millers Falls, a 
group of senior citizens gathered 
for a lesson in line dancing on 
Wednesday, Februa1y 21st. The 
old classroom doubles as an 
activity space and dining room 
Dming the line dance lesson, 
stacks of chairs and tables are 
pushed to the side to provide 
space. Polly Kiely, director of the 
Eiving Senior Center and the 
council on aging, feels the first 
floor of the old elementary 
school on Pleasant Street is an 
inadequate space for the Senior 
Center, and hopes the town will 
help provide a new building 
soon. 

At the Febma1y 12th special 
town meeting, Erving residents 
approved the use of $30,000 
from free cash to fund a feasibil­
ity study for a new senior center. 
The study will include architec­
tural plans that ·will bring the 
final cost of the project into 
focus. Sixty percent of the pro­
ject will likely be ftmded by state 
and federal grant money. The 
town's share of a new senior cen­
ter will likely nm between 
$400,000 and $500,000. 

Kiely believes a new building 
would open up many opporhmi­
ties for the seniors in EI-ving. 
"(TI1e ctuTent space) is a great 
building, but being given the 
chance to redesign the senior 
center is a great oppommity." 

The cunent senior center has 
only one bathroom, which is 
occupied once a week for a foot 
clinic. "Dtuing the 40 minute 
foot clinic, no one can use the 
bathroom TI1ere is another bath­
room upstairs, but it is not hat1d­
icapped accessible," Kiely said. 

The senior center's office 
offers no privacy, according to 
Kiely. She said that it is difficult 
to hold a confidential meeting in 
the office, so she sometimes goes 
to the parking lot for that pur­
pose. 

The entire senior center con­
sists of a total of two rooms and 
a kitchen that was fo1merly used 
as a coatroom The combined 
activity and dining room is the 
space where all group meals and 

RVING ,~ 
SE.NIOR 
~ OENTER 

At the Erving Senior Center, (left to right) Carol Lyman and Norma 
Charboneau pick up a few line dance techniques from instructor 

Jeanette Kelley, with Judy Moore keeping in step. 

exercise activities take place, 
including Tuesday aerobics, the 
center's most popular class. 

''These roolllS are not ade­
quate for all of the progralllS that 
go on here," said Carole Lyman, 
aregulai· visitor of the senior cen­
ter and an Eiving resident for 50 
years. 

Kiely hopes a new senior cen­
ter will increase the range of 
activities the cotmcil on aging is 
able to offer to Eiving seniors. 
"With more roolllS, we can do 
simultaneous events and maybe 
increase the amotmt of people 
who come." 

The senior center hosts lunch 
eve1y day it is open, Monday 
through Thursday. "When we 
wait on the tables, there's no 
room to get through the room," 
Lyman said. Special meals are 
also offered at the center on holi­
days. The holiday meals get so 
crowded that Kiely is forced to 
tl.1111 some people away. 

The proposed site for the new 
senior center is on ai1 eight-acre 
lot, adjacent to the elementaty 
school, on Route 63. This town­
owned land is also the site for 

proposed new senior housing. "If 
we have the center where we 
want to have it built, it would be 
so convenient for the seniors liv­
ing there," Lyman said. 

Kiely thinks that the new 
location of the center would open 
up oppo1tunities for seniors and 
yotmg students to do activities 
together. 

The Greenfield senior center 
offers a tap-dancing class, which 
Lyman used as an example of the 
type of class that the new senior 
center would make possible. ''I 
wish we could do (tap dancing) 
down here; the girls would love 
it." 

"It's a great conummity of 
seniors; it's a ve1y waim and 
friendly place," Kiely said. "(The 
seniors) have supported the 
schools all their life and payed 
taxes all their life." 

At a recent meeting, Andrew 
Tessier, chauman of the select­
board, agreed with Kiely about 
the need for the town to back a 
new senior center. "The seniors 
have supported many things for 
the kids, and this is a small token 
back to them," Tessier said. 

No due dates/ No late fees/ 

Starting at Just 
$13 a Month 

50 Federal Stree~ Greenfield 413-773-1701 

Gill ELECTIONS 
Annual elections are tradi­

tionally scheduled for the 3rd 
Monday in May, this year on 
May 21st. Positions up for 
election this year ai·e: 
• Selectman, 3 years 
• 2 Assessors, 3 years; 2 years 
•Cemete1y Commissioner 
3 years 
• Board of Health, 3 years 
• Libra1y Tmstee, 3 years 
• Treasurer, 3 years 

Nomination papers are now 
available at the Town Clerk's 
office and are due back in the 
office with signat1.1res by April 
2nd, 2007. 
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• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 
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Sundays on the Ice 
BY DAVID BRULE 
BARTON COVE - If you ever 
felt you could walk on water, 
now's the season for it. Once 
the liquid-solid boundary is 
passed at 32 degrees, instantly 
ice c1ystals fo1m. If that temper­
ature is held below 32 degrees 
long enough, there you go! 
You've got water to walk on. 

Granted, we all know all too 
well about ice around here, but 
how many of us venture out 
onto the new landscape fo1med 
by that frozen water? Luckily 
enough for those solitruy walk­
ers who prefer to meet as few 
people as possible while out on 
a ramble, adverse conditions 
and severe weather is the best 
time to be out, and the tundra­
like conditions on the frozen 
cove are just fine. 

Sunday has brought me to 
the Cove, for the above reasons. 
Out on the ice there are a few 
hardy souls. You don't need to 
be Polish, Russian or French 
Canadian to be fishing through 
the ice in this weather, but it 
helps. Something in the DNA 
triggers the ice-fishing urge: a 
mixture of patience, persever­
ance and a little madness keeps 
guys out on the windswept ice 
on a Sunday like this, waiting 
for hours for a quruter-pound 
perch, or bass, or maybe a wall­
eye, to go for your shiner! 

Standing out here before 
heading off on my walk into the 
woods, something brings to 
mind a winter long ago in the 
past, maybe 1959, when it 
seemed like all of Turners Falls 
was out here on the ice. That 
year the river froze over from 
the dam to the French King 
Bridge and beyond. So one 
Stmday, down to the river we 
drove, my father, my sister, and 
I. The DeSoto was left near the 
abutment across from Doc 
Cassidy's, where the Boat Club 
buildings were, and down the 
wooden ramp we went, out onto 
the river, and across to the 
Cove. 

We hadn't gone fru· before 

we saw a dapper gentleman 
gliding effo1tlessly by, skating 
backwards, waving and smil­
ing. My father pointed out 
Harvey Welcome, locally 
famous for his flawless skating 
and perfo1ming dog. Easily he 
sailed by on the bru·e windswept 
ice, reappearing with his wife, 
the couple now waltzing as 
gracefolly across the surface as 
anyone on the floor of a ball­
room. We made our way to the 
Cove, I was gliding and flop­
ping as best I could on ancient 
hockey skates, while my sister 
tripped pe1tly across in her new 
high-lace figure skates. Once 
across, we skated from ice fish­
ennan to ice fishennan, my 
father seeming to know eve1y­
one. Although I can't be sure 
now, since he talked to anyone 
and eve1yone so easily, whether 
he knew them or not! But it did­
n't really matter, eve1ybody was 
eager to talk about the ice, their 
luck, and the weather. 

We explored the Beru·'s Den 
on skates this time, instead of in 
the rowboat we used to keep 
tied up below the house at the 
Nanows. There was a blazing 
fire in the middle of the Cove 
on a little birch-tree island, 
where we stopped to wru1n up 
and chat some more, while 
other skaters criss-crossed the 
Cove or played hockey. 

The ice that day was three 
feet thick, but we knew better 
than to tiy to continue up the 
river through the Na1rnws. Just 
the thought of the treacherous 
cmTents there and the 140-foot 
deep dru·k water was enough to 
make you want to speed back to 
the shore and walk home! My 
father claimed to have skated up 
the river from Turners to his 
father's camp just below the 
French King Bridge one time 
before the war. We sort of 
believed him, but didn't cru·e to 
try it out, just that Stmday! 

Back here in '07, a visit to 
the ice shanties is just my sta1t­
ing point. My afternoon goal is 

see SUNDAYS pg 5 
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Shea Theatre Announces Third lnnual New Works Festival 
Turners Falls - The Shea Theatre 
will host its Third Annual New 
Works Festival, showcasing plays 
by Massachusetts playwrights, on 
Saturday, Mru·ch 10th at 8p.m. 
The festival has become a major 
late winter event, featuring new 
comedies and drrunas. 

On the evening's bill ru·e A 
Mother In My Head, a comedy 

by Christopher L. King being 
produced by Playwrights' 
Platform of Boston, and 
Sammy's Game by Christopher 
Lockheardt, produced by the 
Shadow Box Theatre of 
Fitchburg. 

A Mother In My Head is a 
hmnorous peek inside just how 
much lasting influence mothers 

have on their offspring. The 
Shadow Box Theatre, which typ­
ically does shadow puppet pro­
ductions for children, is adapting 
its methods for Sammy's Game, a 
very adult life-and-death sp01t 
happening in the shadows of an 
alley. 

For rese1vations, please call 
413-863-2281. 

Congratulations, Paul and Melinda Godfrey! 
BY KATHY LITCHFIELD 
WENDELL- Congratulations to 
Paul and Melinda Godfrey of 
Montague Road in Wendell, the 
625th subscribers to the 
Montague Reporter! The 
Godfreys have chosen a gift cer­
tificate for $62.50 to Deja Brew 
as their prize. 

The Godfreys, who live in a 
lovely old frumhouse just outside 
of the center of Wendell, where 
they keep a flock of chickens in 
the front yard and a boisterous 
golden reti·iever named 
"Wmnie," love outdoor activities. 
They have lived in Wendell for 
14 years and previously, in 
Leverett, for 20 years. Melinda 
said they moved one town to the 
1101theast for "more elbow 
roo1n." 

"Wendell has plenty of open 
space and we like the people. 
There ru·e just a lot of interesting 
people in town," she said. "We're 
always glad to go (to Deja Brew), 
and it just feels like home here." 

1l1e Godfreys met in graduate 
school at Duke University. A pro­
fessor in plant ecology at the 
University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst until he retired last year, 
Paul was studying to be a 
botanist and Melinda, who se1ves 
on the Friends of the Wendell 
Meeting House committee and as 
an associate member of the 
Wendell Conse1vation 
Com1nission, a zoologist. 

The Godfreys have led nature 
walks at Fiske Pond, exploring 
the flora and fatma, which they 
say is a ve1y interesting ru·ea for 

Melinda and Paul Godfrry with 'Winnie." 

wildlife studies due to its great 
diversity of habitats - including 
meadow, open lake shore, pine 
forest and even a spruce bog. The 
Godfreys' walks helped to spur 
c01mmmity interest in the biodi­
versity of Fiske Pond, contribut­
ing to the town's recent decision 
to purchase the land, and the 
state's decision to help. Fiske 
Pond is now pennanently con­
served for the enjoyment of the 
commtmity 

When not busy in environ­
mental affairs in town, Melinda 
enjoys reading. She is reading 
J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit for 

\-v/e welcome your letters. 

m:~.e fflontagu.e 3&.eport.er 
24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 

01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

the first time. Among Paul's hob­
bies ru·e photography - two color 
photos of wild asters taken at 
Fiske Pond adorn a living room 
wall. 

Who ·will our 650th subscriber 
be? Huny and subscribe if you 
want to find out! 
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Vermont Supreme Court to Hear Appeal of Vermont Yankee Uprate Decision 
BY RAY SHADIS New England Coalition expert 
SOUTH ROYALSTON, VT - witness, David Lochbamn. 
On March 15th, 2004, the The board acknowledged 
Ve1mont Public Service Board public concem for safety and 
issued a Certificate of Public the call for an Independent 
Good for the Entergy Nuclear Safety Assessment (ISA], stat­
Ve1mont Yankee (ENVY) ing the mandated IEA would 
Extended Power Uprate, attach- satisfy much of the public's 
ing several conditions, includ- concem as well as provide the 
ing the requirement that an board with insights on future 
"Independent Engineering plant reliability. 
Assessment" [IEA] be per- The NRC declined to per­
formed by the US Nuclear fo1m an IEA as described by the 
Regulatory Commission. The board and offered instead to 
board's order described the IEA include ENVY in a pilot inspec­
as a deep-vertical slice inspec- tion trial designed to improve 
tion of four plant systems, and routine engineering inspections 
cited the recommendations of periodically perfo1med as part 

SUNDAYS 
continued from pg 4 
a walk along the peninsula that 
sticks out into the river. There's 
something about the silence and 
solitude of the towering pines 
out there, where the pale sun 
and winter light filters do\\'Il 
through the branches. 
Cathedral-like awe and silence 
is broken by the occasional faint 
voice of the persevering kinglet 
or the lonesome call of a crow. 

of the NRC reactor oversight 
process. In August 2004, the 
NRC's inspection team selected 
45 components at Vennont 
Yankee for inspection, albeit 
only to review designs, draw­
ings, and calculations, not to 
physically inspect the compo­
nents. Nevertheless, eight of the 
45 components 'inspected' were 
found to have engineering or 
design defects, and ENVY was 
ordered to place them in its in­
house co!1'ective action pro­
gram. By contrast, a single sys­
tem may have hundreds of com­
ponents. 

On March 3rd, 2006, the 

PHOTO BY KEVIN FOLEY 
This walk takes you out 

along a bedrock ridge that fonns 
the spine of the peninsula. The 
Cove side of the ridge has two 
cuts with steep circular sides, 
one of which we used to call the 
Bear's Den, and the other the 
Quarry. Thiiteen thousand years 
ago, this was the site of twin 
waterfalls, the ridge having 
fo1med a barrier over which the 

On the ice of Barton Cove, looking towards the Bear} Den 

Connecticut had to flow, creat- Professor Edward Hitchcock of 
ing these circular plunge holes. Amherst College began collect­
Later on, at some point in time, ing dinosaur tracks from the 
the river broke through at the site, eventually amassing over 
Narrows, a qua1ter mile further 10,000 prints that can now be 
out, and the plunge pools found at the Pratt Museum, and 
became isolated from the river. in other museums around the 

These pools came into public world. Out beyond the plunge 
prominence when in the 1840's pools and the eagles' nest and 

\Yi•l1fiiJ;ilf 
,..-,\.)- Su,ee 1910 

Ve1mont Public Service Board 
issued an order stating that 
while the NRC pilot inspection 
was not what they ordered; it 
would se1ve the same purpose 
and thus fulfill the conditions of 
the board's 2004 order for an 
IEA. 

New England Coalition 
believes the board de facto 
changed the conditions of its 
order without a hearing on the 
substance and reason for the 
change, thus denying the paities 
their rights to due process - legal 
argument, discovery, cross­
examination of witnesses, the 
testimony of experts, and so 

the fishing shanties is the sub­
merged site of the native peo­
ples' encampments. They 
aiTived on this site at about the 
same time the twin falls had 
fallen silent, when Lake 
Hitchcock waters were akeady 
rnshing through the gap in the 
Nairnws. Dozens of tribes came 
to the Falls to fish and camp for 
the next 12,000 years, the truce 
grounds only being violated by 
the massacre perpetrated by 
Captain Turner's forces in 1676. 

Regardless, the sweep of his­
to1y here might as well be the 
sigh of the wind through the 
pines. Yet, you can't help think­
ing that if there are sacred 
places in our Hidden 
Landscape, then something 
must be going on out here. 
There's a certain light, a sound 
in the trees, the lay of this pre­
historic land, the lonely boom-

fo1th. On Thursday, Febrnaiy 
22nd, the New England 
Coalition is scheduled to appear 
in a heai·ing before the Ve1mont 
Supreme Comt seeking restora­
tion of those rights. 

It is the practice of the 
Vennont Supreme Court to 
reserve cases of special interest 
for argument at the Ve1mont 
Law School in South Royalston, 
where this case is scheduled to 
be heard. 

Ray Shadis is a technical 
advisor to the New England 
Coalition, an anti-nuclear 
group based in Brattleboro, VT. 

ing of the frozen river that gives 
the solita1y hiker the sharp 
sense of being in the presence of 
a benign ancient force. 

Be that as it may, the path 
and the cold keep you moving 
through the pine grove, out to 
the point. From there, you can 
see the rooftops on Carlisle 
Avenue, the street just across 
the river. The path leads up 
around the point, overlooking 
the eagles on their island, while 
headlights move along Route 2, 
and the last fishe1man trndges 
back across the ice, going home. 
Once back down to my sta1ting 
point, I take one last trek out to 
the center of the ice field to 
watch the sun go down in an 
orange haze behind the silhouet­
ted steeples of St. Ma1y's, St. 
Anne's, and Our Lady of 
Czestochowa 
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THIS WllD PLACE 

Pre-Spring Cleaning 
ILLUSTRATION BY ANJA SCHUTZ 

BY KARL MEYER 
COLRAIN - The raccoon met 
its fate one evening in the warm 
days of January. I'd pass it at 
roadside every day or two. The 
carcass sat undisturbed until 
recently, first swelled; then 
deflated. The flesh and for soon 
froze as days grew colder. The 
raccoon died dose to its 
prefened habitat - a small 
stream. There were barns, and 
trees, and trashcans in the 
vicinity too. These are also the 
haunts of raccoons, creatures out 

looking for mates at this time of 
year. 

Highly adaptable and 
weighing up to 20 pounds or 
more, raccoons have hand-like 
paws that make unmistakable 
prints in the snow. When 
snatching crayfish or frogs in 
fresh water, raccoons rinse their 
prey with those finger-like claws 
before dining. And though the 
raccoon's common name derives 
from an Algonquin word, the 
"lotor" from its Latin name, 
Procyon lotor, means "a 

MCTV Schedule 
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Anderson , racking The Wily Coyote" Montague Reporter Sudoku 
7:00 pm Roger Salloom 11:00 pm Montague Update: Puzzle 
Interview Denise Dipaulo 7 00 pm Montague Select 
7:30 pm Sheffield Board 2120/07 
Bementary School presents Tuesday, February 27 7 30 pm Montague Music 
"The Dancing Princess" 8:00 am What's Happening Train 1/15/07 
8:30 pm The Well Being: with The Eagles 9 00 pm Peoples Harvest 
"Trauma and Recovery" 9:00 am Discovery Center. Pavilion Music 
9:30 pm An Interview with , racking The Wily Coyote" 
Steve Alves 11:00 am Montague Update: 

washer." 
Ultimately everything in 

nature is cleansed and recycled. 
On a recent morning I passed 
that dusty raccoon. A crow was 
detemunedly trying to pull flesh 
from the fur-covered bones. The 
bird paid little attention to a 
passing car. Last fall I'd noticed 
another wild-recycler visiting the 
roadside here - a lone turkey 
vulture would huddle, brazenly 
close to the road, chewing a 
carcass of unknown origin. 

As recyclers, few large 
raptors are more adept than 
turkey vultures. These graceful, 
gray-brown gliders with 
wingspreads reaching six feet, 
a111ve in our area about the time 
the maple sap begins flowing. 
This is not coincidence. Though 
h1rkey vultures have fine 
eyesight and are adept at spotting 
can-ion from the sky, one of their 
keenest senses is smell. They 
literally find dead and dying 
meals by following their noses. 
And like the sugar maple, they 
depend on a daytime thaw to 
help those scented juices get 
flov.ring. That's one reason why, 
from late-November to mid­
Febma1y, you won't see the half­
tilted, gliding wings of ttu·key 
vulttlfes patrolling the heavens 
of Franklin Cotmty: frozen food 
has no scent. If they can't smell 
it, they're less likely to find it. 

Our vultures will reappear in 
Franklin County any day now. 
Once temperahlfes reach into the 
fo1ties you'll see them stacked 
up - sometimes by the dozens, in 
rocking flight along Connecticut 
River ridges toward dusk. They 
are magnificent soarers. All 
wing, with short tails, their 
silhouettes tip back and fo1th on 
the gentlest updraft. At this early 
season you may see sixty or 
more of these tilting scavengers 
as they skitt late-day hillsides 
above Greenfield before heading 
to night roosts. 

Watching carefully, you 
migl1t note that they travel in 

.... 

Turkey Vulture Gliding on an Updraft 

loose sets of three and four birds 
- courtship and family groups -
bonding in preparation for the 
mating and nesting of spring. 
Their comtship flight, in April 
and May, is a tme celebration in 
grace from a bird that most 
people look on as gl1oulish, lazy, 
and tmclean. Though nearly 
eagle-sized in silhouette, ttu·key 
vulhlfes weigh a mere four 
pounds. They are all feather and 
soar. Watch a lone vultt1re and 
you'll rarely see it flap those 
ponderous wings - it carefully 
harbors precious energy tmtil it 
has discovered a kill. But 
cotutship flight is another matter 
altogether. 

With luck, you may find 
yourself up along a hillside 
where wanning breezes and 
nsmg pulses set vulture 
comtship in motion. Males 
follow females in soaring and 
diving pursuit. The raptors twist 
and phmge, dive and veer, 
htutling toward the earth from 
lumdreds of feet up. They shoot 
out ponderous wings like 
deployed parachutes, breaking 
free-falls with an audible pop. 
Then, the birds tum and 11se on 
labored strokes to heights that 
pennit them to begin the dance 
anew. The pageant is b11lliant in 
its grace; astonishingly precise in 
execution. At times just inches 
separate the birds from each 
other, from the arching branches 
they skirt, and from collisions as 
they hunble toward ea1th. 

This grace will lead to a pair 

of eggs deposited on a mere 
scrape of a nest on a cliffside, 
log, or the bare grom1d come 
May. The yotmg will be fed 
regurgitated can-ion brought by 
the parents. It's all about 
recycling for these scavengers, 
who repo1tedly swept 1101th 
across the Great Plains by the 
htmclreds of thousands, cleaning 
up the ghoulish slaughter of 
millions of American bison 
perpetrated by European settlers 
of the West. 

The Latin name scientists use 
for the hu·key vulture is 
Cathartes aura. Cathartes 
translates to "purifier." Their 
contributions go largely 
unheralded. 

Cooling thought: Ever notice 
the tiny lights on your appliances 
and chargers lit after you ttun of 
the lights? Each blink represents 
a tax on you and the planet. It is 
wasted electricity - known as 
vampire power. It's estimated 
this waste, built in by 
manufachu·ers and billed by your 
power company, equals 5 - 10 % 
of a household's energy use. Put 
out the vampire blinks: pull 
plugs, flick off switches, attach 
power strips to cut phantom 
cunent and tmplug 
rechargeable appliances you 
won't use the next day. A new 
gadget called the Kill-A-Watt is 
available. Plug any appliance 
into it and it will tell you how 
much power is pure 
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Music Provides Welcome Relief at Alternative Learning Program 
BY ALI URBAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Students 
in the Altemative Leaming 
Program (ALP) at Turners Falls 
High School are tapping into 
music. 

Two Yamaha acoustic six­
string guitars and an electronic 
Yamaha keyboard were 
purchased for students' use 
through a grant from the Gill­
Montague Education fund earlier 
this year. 

and how it plays 
a large role in 
their culture. He 
said many 
students say they 
would like to 
leam to play an 
instnunent, but 
have stayed 
away from 
traditional band 
and chorus 
classes. 

T h e 

teaclring other sh1dents how to 
play. 

A.J. Cook, a sophomore, has 
benefited from the purchase of 
these instnunents and enjoys 
playing them two to tlu·ee times a 
day. He said he had a guitar and 
keyboard at home, and enjoys 
making up his own songs. 
Having the opportunity to play 
music at school has helped lrim 
academically. 

"Projects that combine 
reading and writing with ait or 
music can help many students 
concentrate on the meaning of 
what they read," he said. 
Drawing on individual interests 
ai1d talents, group projects enable 
students to demonstrate their 
collective inte1pretation of a text, 
and engage their classmates in 
discussion and analysis. "Our 
English and U.S. Histo1y classes 
allow oppommities to use 
instrnments to leain pa1ticulai· 
hmes or create original music to 
accompany original lyrics, poetty 
or presentations," he said. 

The instnunents are used as 
incentives for completed work, 
for tutorial learning and to 
supplement sh1dent projects. 
Christopher Klosson, a teacher in 
the ALP, noted the value of these 
instnunents for his sh1dents. "The 
incentive to have tinte with the 
instnunents is particularly 
meaningful, because they 
provide some other outlet for 
sh1dents to explore: both musical 
skills and coping mechanisms," 
he said. 

Alternative 
Learning 
Program seeks to 
create a 
supportive 
community 
where shldents 
who stniggled in 
regular school 

AJ Cook, a sophomore at Turners Falls High 
S choo4 plqys a keyboard recent(y purchased for the 

Alternative Learning Program. 

"It can give you new ideas 
about how to do something," he 
said. He smiled as he said he tries 
not to think about playing music 
while he does his schoolwork, so 
he won't get sidetracked. "But 
when I finish," he said, "it's the 
only thing on my mind." He said 
knowing there is a treat at the end 
encourages hin1 to work more 
efficiently. 

Before these ins1:t1unents were 
purchased, sh1dents 
demonstt·ated an interest in 
playing guitar when one was 
available. However, the use of 
personal instnunents was liinited. 
With the ins1:t1unents purchased 
specifically for the program, 
students have been able to 
expand their use. 

Teachers notice that sh1dents 
are far more motivated if such 
incentives are available, because 
they appreciate the opportmrity 
and recognize it as an earned 
privilege. 

Klosson commented on how 
sh1dents collllect around music 

programs can develop academic 
mastery, independence and a 
sense of belonging. Most 
sh1dents in the program have 
used the keyboard since its 
purchase, and many have played 
the guitars. The instnunents are 
in use daily, often muted and ·with 
headphones to keep from 
disrupting other sh1dents. 

According to Klosson, 11 out 
of 12 ALP sh1dents use the 

instnunents on a regular basis. 
One sh1dent even comes into 
school early to play one or both 
instnunents. "It really helps lrim 
to get ready for the day, to get 
grounded and settled," the 
teacher said. 

Some students have picked up 
the instnunents for the first tinte 
through the program, while 
others bring their previous 
knowledge to the classroom. 
Some share their skills by 

Klosson and his sh1dents have 
also worked to incorporate the 
use of the instruments into class 
assignments. "We have worked 
on elaborating the visual 
organizer called Freyburg's 
Pyramid, which is about sho1t 
sto1y development. We played 
keyboard, guitar and dmms to 
depict the different pa1ts and the 
progression of those parts to a 
resolution," he said. 

"Many sh1dents s1:t11ggle daily 
with academic, emotional and 
social factors," Klosson said. 
"An opportmrity to play a little 
music as a coping strategy for 
handling their stt·esses is a ve1y 
valuable role these ins1:t111nents 
provide for our students." 

Turners Falls High School Second Quarter Honor Roll 
Grade 9 - First Honors 
Julie Auger 
Nataliya Buhakova 
Danielle Dolhenty 
Matthew Garber 
Ashley Gibson 
Jeremy Nicoll 
Olivia Nicotra 
Carlyn Perry 
Sergiu Placinta 
Cayla Pollard 
Tam Roberts 
Christopher Shattuck 
Melani Sicard 

Grade 9 - Second 
Honors 
Juliana Aprileo 
Jill Bernard 
Daniel Cruz 
Megan Grimard 
Jacob Lapean 
Jacob Lewis 
Kathleen Rinaldi 
Dustin Rivard 

Sarah Underwood 
Alex Westfall 
Matthew Wozniak 

Grade 9 - Third Honors 
Eric Bastarache 
Kayla Breor 
Hannah Brown 
Emma Butynski 
Lucas Foley 
Mackae Freeland 
Oengus Gallagher 
Abeni Hession-Davies 
Samantha Horan 
Yaritza Torres 
Heather Willor 

Grade 10 - First Honors 
David Bennett 
Lacy Cardaropoli 
Samuel Colton 
Theodore Dunbar 
Joshua Gammon 
Anne-Marie Grant 
Atma Khalsa 

Call 

Kimberly Nelson 
Sara Pease 
Nicholas Skarzynski 

Grade 10 - Second 
Honors 
Amy Baxter 
Nicholas Clark 
Ashley Costa 
Christian Drew 
Eric Dumas 
Nadezhda Filobokova 
Tyler Hagmaier 
Jodi Hallett 
Christopher Humphrey 
Charlotte Parody 
Jeremiah Wawrzyniak 

Grade 10 - Third 
Honors 
Joseph Auger 
Emma Banning 
Brandon Breault 
Adam Felton 
Tranae Gallagher 

TIM PREVOST 
NATIONAL CITY 
MORTGAGE 

@ National City Mortgage 

Tim Offers You ... 

Allison Giknis 
Amber Henry 
Kelsey Kane 
Erin Kelley 
Shamari Kelly 
Susanna Khasonova 
Joseph Rinaldi Ill 
Olga Samokhina 
Whitney Sanders 
Lindsey Wilson 
Samantha Wondoloski 

Erica Zajac 

Grade 11 - Second 
Honors 
Lara Ames 
Katie Christenson 
Abbey Daniel-Green 
Krystal Ducharme 
Brittany Mazor 
Kayla Pecor 

Grade 11 - First Honors 
Alix Ackerman 

Michael Radzuik 
Mercedes StMarie 
Alexander Stevens 
Katlyn Vear 

Samuel Johnson 
Stephanie Joly 
Colby Lavin 
Corey Leveille 
Zachary Little 
Dawn Miner 
Molly Perry 
Danielle Sullivan 
Alexander Tufano 
Alice Urban 
Gina Varuzzo 

Grade 11 -Third Honors 
Kara Bassett 
Christopher Broga 
Nieka Burt 
Nicole Duncanson 
Katherine Eddy 
Walter Fitzpatrick 
Amanda Golembeski 
Jennifer Jason 
Samantha Lacosse 

1----~-GllillID ©!ml 
DOW available 
BREVA1100 
GRIS01100 

Shayna Langknecht 
Carissa Lee 
Stephanie Ollari 
Tenzin Soepa 
Kevin Thomas 

Grade 12 - First Honors 
Laura Babij 
Krista Bascom 
Nichelle Cocco 
Nicole Couture 
Michelle Dame 
Richard Gallagher 
Benjamin Garber 
Elizabeth Giknis 
Jenna Lapachinski 
Daniel Leveille 
Holly Philips 
Julianne Rosewame 
Christopher Seymour 
William Shattuck IV 
Aimee Shattuck 
Haley Trenholm 
Lauryn Zellmann 

Grade 12 - Second 
Honors 
Katelin Bailey 
Shanna Clark 
Julianna Felton 
Jason Grimard 
Jesse Lucas 
Valeriya Shumilova 
Ashleigh St Peter 
Lauren Tela 

Grade 12 - Third 
Honors 
Miichael Bartos 
TimothyDowd 
Anne Fish 
Alysia Galbraith 
Chris Krzykowski 
Cheri Poirier 
Scott Rau 
Kaleigh Shaw 
Devin Togneri 
Gladitza Velez 
Sean Voudren 

• Experience • 100% Financing 27 4 Rt. 2, Gill & • Great Service • Construction/Rehab Loans 
• Professionalism • FHANA Loans 

Whatever your needs, call Tim for a Free Pre-Approval 

MA LENDER 
#0544 

YETTER BUSINESS CENTER 
525 Bernardston Road 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

(413) 774-1200 X121 Bernie Monkiewicz 
bernie@benchmark-pratt.com Realto1· 

• ports & accessories 
• helmets 
• books 
• apparel 

(413) 863-9543 
Allan• David•Melanie 

email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Open 5-9 Sun -Toms 
5 - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Tues 
Reservations Accepted 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 

166AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

www. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. COM 
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the poetry page 
Emily's Pins 

for Emily Dickinson, with renewed respect 

Emily liked best the inside 
of used envelopes; Emily liked 
tiny scraps of stationery-pink, 
yellow, blue-leaves torn 
from old notebooks. drug-
and department store flyers, 
chocolate bar wrappers, the cut-
off margins of newspapers, mildewed 
magazine subscription blanks, the flip­
side of invitations, backs of brown­
paper bags. [Footnote: This poem 
was written on a scrap of paper 
twenty-one inches long 

t1 
Embracing Reverence 

There is comfort in the temple again. 
Sublimation puts me face down 
arms forward, palms up on the floor. 
Now the incense is unlit and even in the concrete 
the deep voice of the ancient temple drum 
echoes behind the bones in my breast. 
The Buddha from the jungle 
is bright orange in my third eye 
and you have just lifted your arm, 
from around my shoulders. 

--Al Miller 
Montague Center 

Mercy 

My throat is a clenched fire, 
an arson's match. All day long I have 
watched a huge porcupine 
like a pile of coal or a burnt stump 
move about the yard in the cold rain 
eating apples, satisfying the 
soft, needy underside she protects, 
and I think I know what it is 
to cause anguish to those who touch you, 
to forage alone, and to crave 
sweet mouthfuls of mercy. 

--Mark Han 
Shutesbury 

by three-quarters of an inch wide.] Emily 
smothered her scraps 
with words scrawled upside-
down, around the edge, wedged 
between lines she had already written, 
jabbed with dashes-tentative, 
assertive-Emily's dashes 

Afternoon and 
e West and 
e gorgeous 

These Are Tourists 

If luck is with you you cross the border quickly 
like in that movie where lasers 

inflict their sharp points 
of silence like pins. Emily 
liked pins; she perforated 
her scraps with possibility: 
pinned and un-
pinned attachments, stanzas 
stabbed together 
and parted-hold 
and release, love 
and spurn. Emily 
stacked alternate words three 
and four high, like wood 
to burn later. Emily wrote: 
clogged [thronged) with music 
like the Wheels [Decks] 
of Birds. [Footnote: 
This poem was written 
on two, possibly three, sections 
torn from an envelope, pinned 
in the shape of a bird.] Emily wanted 
wings. 

--Trish Crapo 
Leyden 

nothings 
which compase 
the 
sunset 
keep 
their high 
Appointment 
Clogged 
only with 
Music, like 
the Wheels of 
Birds 

--Emily Dickinson 
Amherst 

An earty d 
cto raft reads s/i h 

. 99ed [throngec11 
9 tty differently· 

~ 1th music • ·, 
l,ke the Wh , 
of Birds. ee/s [Decks] 

--Emily Dickinson 
Amherst 

----------.:....~ 

DON'T CALL IN THE MIDDLE OF MY CORNFLAKES 

shoot out of the Oracle's eyes if your soul 
isn't pure enough and you 
haven't been practicing your sprint. 
The purest souls have seen their horses die 
and have a sense for the temporal. 
The purest souls pick nervously at their skin 
which, too, will fall back into the wortd. 
Some people, you will only see in rooms, 
as they exist only for you to see in those rooms. 
They are like cardboard cutouts of movie stars 
advertising a film, except with more dimensions 
and sweat glands and advertising 
their social skills and communicable diseases. 
Hold out your hand to the man offering you money. 
If his palm embraces you as an equal, 
so be it. If he touches your fingers gingerly, 
he doesn't respect your palm the way it deserves. 
Here, you cannot be by yourself alone. 
Alone only factors in in a room full of others 
wearing half-sleeved shirts. 
You cannot do any number of things 
that you can do in dreams, 
including inhabiting another body that slowly takes in flames 
the way porous fruit takes in vodka, 
including breaking your teeth on an unripe avocado 
and having them regenerate into functioning fangs in a matter of seconds. 
If you worry, do not worry. 
If you go long enough, 
you will remember to miss your home 
and pull the cord to get off just in time. 

--Jeannie Hoag 
Amherst 

Don't call in the middle of my cornflakes. If I answer the 
phone in the middle of eating my cornflakes, it means I am 
not top priority to myself. If I don't answer, it means I am a 
bull-dog for my own priorities, like the dutiful secretary who 
won't let anyone in to see the boss. (Soggy cornflakes are 
no good; and cereal and milk are expensive.) 

Don't call in the middle of my cornflakes. The moment the 
milk hits one flake, is the moment when time stands still, so 

A-10s over Bear Mountain 

I live on a mountain that 

I can examine it. That's the moment when the "do not 
disturb" sign gets hung on the door of my soul. Indeed, I 
should hang it more often. But this moment. brought to me 
each morning, is a reminder of the sanctity of all the others. 

Don't call in the middle of my cornflakes. Some say a 
person's money management is the best indicator of his or 
her priorities in life. I say a bowl of cereal is the best 
indicator. After all, the amount of money that will pass 
through my hands in a lifetime is variable, but the number of 
occasions I get to spend with my bowl of cereal is 
predetermined at birth. 

Don't call in the middle of my cornflakes. I am paying 
attention to my cereal and milk. 

--Sharon Me/for Horton 
Turners Falls 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
. . . - - - -

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

Looks at Bear Mountain 
I can't see old Bear-the trees have grown 
Back so tall but not 
So tall, refusing anymore to give us glory, theirs, a second 
Time around or third or fourth or fifth ... 

These non-Euciidian angle slopes, stunted prone, worn to the gritty gumline 
These low ogives not really mountains, not like when Bear reared and roared 
and Crunched the sky like god's teeth 
In the old days when the god of humans had teeth, life unplumbable 
Unplunderable at any price 

These non-Euciidian crease-warps no mountains anymore seen 
At rise five hundred 
Feet or hands or seconds or minutes or years straight up 
How those gone jagged daggers would flash bat stab 
Snap like old Bear 
At these pesky flies. 

--Bob Ellis 
Wendell 

.j 

~ Annual 
'~ Hellllll 

svstem 
cIeanI1u 

~ PlumblllO 
'&~ Repairs 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 
www.countryoil.com 

1-800-327-9992 
413-648-9912 

~ UCINSm 
'!le IlCII­

NICIANS 

#M10588 (MA) 
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It is difficult 
to gel the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

- William Cal1os Williams 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, 
Janel Nockleby and Jamie Berger 

Readers are invited to send poems to the 

Montague Reporter at 24 3rd Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376; 

clesign by Boysen Hodgson 

What's This Do 

I put a red chair into a bottle 

or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

and my whole personality bloomed. 
If light weighs a lot, I weigh a lot, 
I weigh a batholith, an intrusion. 
I displace only an empty shell. 
Only two wooden boards. 
I could cantilever out my arms. 
Two people is great, is a fringe benefit, 
is a moonlight stand, an organ 
orange because of sunlight. 
Silver sphere above my brain, 
I miss snow forts. 
I miss the galaxy's perspective, 
busy reading the fault line. 
I miss everything whirring 
on the highway, Massachusetts. 
At two you pummeled me skinny. 
My weight weighed five pounds, 
it was a light shift. It was the heart 
of the house: a sibling placed back 
inside the belly. Jut out from the coastline, 
cool down in the summer, go back 
to the pepper garden. Long underwear 
for the baby, for the old brain, the self 
I don't forget, an igneous moment in my head. 

--Seth Landman 
Northampton 

Of Being Internally 
a wild dog 
makes the day at work long. 
makes forests a necessity, 
makes the highway seem treacherous. 
makes the thoughts obsessive 
waiting for a walk 
waiting for the moon 
rushing home to get to myself 
kneeling down 
head on ribs 
so that breath of body 
flows 
eyes closed 
to get to eternal 
before time takes this 
and the healing 
floats to the rocks 
of my earrings 
for when i am separated. 

-Heather Willey 
Wendell 

Juggler's Meadow 

The gate swung 
the wind around 
grass shooting at 
its posts. My veins 
are like plans. 
My hands frame 
the fence 
as in scripture 
sung through the door. 
Just enough 
to remember 
my friends by, 
I hear them clapping 
as I nail the pickets 
to the rails. 
Wonderful, they say 
as I attach the steel 
hinges and swing 
the gate. A cardinal 
rides a guy wire 
sunward, punctures 
the empty sky. 
In reverse, my life 
fills with meaning. 
Lately the air has 
been fetid. The hatch 
atop the sky 
has blown closed. 
The cardinal 
rides back. 
For a while, 
my palms push at 
one another but I feel 
weak and short 
of breath and 
forget the way home. 

--Alex Phillips 
Lake Pleasant 

Man mows the field 

tucking grass in for approaching winter. 
His dirt knows him, his rusted machinery, 
his slurred step. It sleeps with him 
when not in the field, amongst kith and kin. 
Sometims they share thoughts 
over breakfast, how the weather 
moistens them on the way to their work, 
one to beat back weeds, the other 
to feed them. It's all the same-
it just needs to be done. 
As they march off to day's day 
green hair from the field's angel 
inches up. Dead for centuries, 
even his winged bones are restless, 
his fingernails hold back 
the trees' urge to crawl 
off to a nice woods for a nap. 
Work lives everywhere, 
never having to commute, 
or even to say "hello, 
now get to work, 
all of you." 

--Ed Rayher 
Northfield 

Homeless 

I've been gone alone in the woods too long without shoes or anyone. The 
carpet is torture, the empty house full of noise. I can't comprehend my 
telephone. All my lovely dirt has fallen off. Today I said lamp and was lost, 
so I ran right over and hid in your greenhouse under the succulents. Their 
tendrils hung down through the table slats and saved me. I was slowing 
down my heart. A bird crashed in and landed on my knee. A finch. Eye to 
eye we had a moment, something in us dying each time a car raced by. 
We thought of the squirrels we saw outside hoisting entire grilled cheese 
sandwiches up a tree. They could never quite do it and never stop trying. 
We're ashamed. The bird and me. How we trust our certitude. Our thickly 
peopled inertia. Our little machines and homogeneity. How we disappear 
each day into the world. How we arrive again with our groceries and smile 
in fear of all the missing suddenly back from some war and lounging on 
the couch, who never should have come home. 

--Andrew Michael Roberts 
Northampton 

@§] ALL SMALL CAPS @§] 
@ilfJ] A NJGHT OF SPOKEN WORD 1!3u"::!J 

• Doors open 7:00 p.m. ~ 
• Open mic 7:15-8:00 • -
• Featured readers 8:15-9:30 

Upcoming Readings 
Feb 26 • Heather Willey 

& Mark Hart 
Mar 26 • Janet Macfadyen 

April 30- Mathew Klane 
& Adam Golaski 

Website: http://allsmallcaps.blogspot.com 
Email: allsmallcaps@grnail.com 

Deja Brew Pub & Cafe 
57 Lockes Village Rd .. Wendell 
Fresh beer, Fine wines, Home cooking 
Entertainment Nightly • Open Wed-Sun, 4 pm 

(9 7 8) 544-2 7 3 9 

All comers are invited to 
read from their o'lt'll 

work or the works of 
others, poetry or prose. 

The editors would like to thank the following for their 
generous financial underwriting of The Poetry Page: 

Klondike Sound, Carlin Barton, 
Harry Brandt, Ron Bosch and Mary Drew, 
Michael Farrick, Michael Muller. 
If you would like to underwrite next month's Poetry 
Page, contact the Montague Reporter. 

• 
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continued from pg 1 

at the comer of Third Street and 
Canal. "I'm really looking for­
ward to developing a sculpture 
park and to working with other 
a1tists to make a positive contri­
bution to the town," said 
Nelson. 

The date for the downtown 
block party has yet to be fixed, 
but the plan is to cordon off one 
of the downtown streets and 
throw a free and gigantic public 
party (complete with bands, 
food and refreshments) to cele­
brate the a1ts and culture in 
Turners Falls. At this point, 
Davol is hoping it might be pa1t 
of this spring's Crabapple 
Festival, which she hopes will 
expand. "The idea," said Davol, 
"Is to make Tumers Falls a des­
tination that people will return 
to year after year. What I'm 
hoping is that people will say, 
'Oh, yeah - the Crabapple 

\~ e ~ 
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VItallllnS 
Natural Supplements 

& Body Care 
Organic & Locally 

Grown Produce 
Full Line of Natural 

Groceries 
Regional Specialties 

Full Deli: 
Entrees, Sandwiches, 

Soups, Salad Bar 
European Bakery: 

Artisan Breads, Pastries 
& Occasion Cakes 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

144 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

Proud of our roots on Avenue A! 
( Formerly the Montague Food Coop) 
30 Years and Growing! 

Festival, we've got to go to that 
again!"' 

Another project for this com­
ing year builds on the Historic 
Downtown Walking Tour, 
which originated with an infor­
mational pamphlet prepared 
with the help of local residents 
and historians some years ago, 
and has been conducted as an 
actual tour of the Avenue for 
many years on an ammal basis 
by library director Sue 
Sansoucie. Now, in addition to 
a newly printed brochure, the 
walking tour will expand to 
include a podcast excursion of 
alternative sites in Tumers 
Falls. 

Davol is hoping folks will 
come fo1ward to nanate their 
own tours of their favorite 
places in Tumers. "It might be a 
back-alley tour, or a guide to a 
secret spot along the river, or 
something maybe even more 
offbeat and quirky," said Davol. 

Davol is also excited about a 
planned Creative Economy 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Conference to be held on April 
10th at the Shea Theater in 
Turners. The conference, spon­
sored by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council and the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development, will bring a vari­
ety of economists, town plan­
ners, and artists together from 
all over the state to discuss the 
economic impact of the creative 
economy and to see how other 
towns can successfully integrate 
it into their economic strategies. 
"When you have a community 
that is fostering the arts, you 
also have a commmlity that is 
fostering business," noted 
Davol. "Alts and culture do put 
a positive spin on the town, 
making it an attractive environ­
ment for business, although this 
approach may not be a success­
ful approach for eve1y town. 
Economists will discuss many 
aspects of the approach, and 
assess its practicality." More 
than 100 participants are 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POUCE LOG 

Car Egged on Pleasant Street 
Wednesday 2-14 

8:00 a.m. Report of a motor 
vehicle accident on Route 2. 
Found vehicle off roadway. No 
damage. 

Thursday 2-15 
9:50 a.m. Report of neai· 

collision, car vs pedestrian on 
Semb Drive. Operator called 
and repo1ted incident. Unable 
to locate pedestrian. 

Friday 2-16 
8:20 a.m. Received call 

from Erving Paper Mill stating 
an employee had made threat­
ening comments towai·ds his 
boss. Went to Orange District 

Comt for no trespass order. 
Went back to Erving Paper and 
served no trespass order in 
hand and esco1ted employee 
off the prope1ty. 

Monday 2-19 
7:38 am. Report of domes­

tic assault and batte1y at a 
High Street address. Todd 
Muthig of Mechanicsburg, PA 
was arrested for domestic 
assault and battery. 

10:30 am. Repo1t of van­
dalism at a Pleasant Street 
address. A car had been egged 
overnight. Report taken. 
Officer assisted with photos. 

www.turnarsfallsrivarcultura.org 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in 

Turners Falls 
Log on and find out what you 

are m1ss1ng. 

expected to attend. 
In addition to the conference, 

RiverCulhire intends to hire an 
economic consultant to measure 
the impact of local a1ts events 
on businesses and residents. 
Davol also said RiverCulh1re 
wants to work to help foster the 
acquisition of town-owned 
buildings by private investors 
who will him these prope1ties 
into aitists' live/work spaces. 

It's not just Davol who is 
excited about the ongoing and 
planned events. Altist Jack 
Nelson, a member of the 
RiverCulhrre steering commit­
tee said, "I'm really happy we 
got another yeai· of support. I'm 
sure we'll have another ve1y 
successful yeai·." Eileen Dowd, 
also a member of the steering 
committee, said she was "over­
joyed" at the news of the award. 
"It speaks to eve1yone's hard 
work, co1nml11llty spirit, and 
especially to Lisa's 
hard work." II 

February 22, 2007 

1st Annua1 

Montaeue 
Community 

Variety Show 

Call for Performers: The 1st 
Annual Montague Community 
Variety Show will take place on 
Sunday, April 22nd at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Grange Hall, Montague 
Center. In celebration of the cre­
ative strength and energy of the 
entire town, performers of all 
ages are invited to share their 
music, magic tricks, dance acts, 
spoken word, family skits, baton 
twirling, comedy, etc. 
Performers are encouraged to 
sign up early to guarantee time 
on stage. 

Proceeds this year will 
benefit the Turn Children 
Education Fund. To sign 
up or for more information, 
call 367-2483 or e-mail 
dradway@verizon.net. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Trouble at the Pub 
Thursday 2-15 

8: 10 p m. Repo1t of several 
males in a fight at the Millers 
Falls Pub. Subjects were gone 
on an-ival. 

F1iday 2-16 
7:58 pm. After a motor 

vehicle stop on 7th Street at T 
Street, 

was 
atTested and charged with unli­
censed operation of a motor 
vehicle and a motor vehicle 
lights violation. 

Saturday 2-17 
12:43 am. Report of a 

motor vehicle accident with 
prope1ty damage on Millers 
Falls Road across from 

was ai1·ested and 
charged with operating under 
the influence of liquor, a mun­
ber plate violation to conceal 
ID, unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, uninsured 
motor vehicle, failure to oper­
ate within marked lanes, 
speeding, and no inspection 
sticker. 

12:54 am. Repo1t of a lai·­
ceny at the Millers Pub. A 
purse had been stolen. Report 
taken. 

Sunday 2-18 
11 :30 pm. Walk-in to sta­

tion reported seeing something 
buming in the doo1way of 87 

4th Street. After investigating, 
a 14-yeai·-old juvenile male 
was chai·ged with disorderly 
conduct and vandalizing prop­
erty. 

5:46 pm. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a 7th 
Street address. Male and 
female involved in ai1 ai·gu­
ment. Found to be verbal only. 
Peace restored. 

was atTested on a default war­
rai1t. 

Tuesday 2-20 
12:35 pm. Report of a 

domestic dish1rbance at a 
Warner Street address. 

chai·ged with domestic assault 
and battery. 

2:36 pm. Walk-in to station 
repo1ted a larceny in the alley 
near 5th Street. Reporting 
pa1ty states that he sold a car 
and the buyer wasn't paying 
for it. Report taken. 

4:38 pm. Report of a larce­
ny at an East Main Street, 
Millers Falls address. 
Reporting party states he 
believes someone is going 
through his mail. Repo1t taken. 
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Remembering the Father of our Country 
BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER - For 
many years, February 22nd 
was the great February holiday. 
It ma1·ked the birthday of the 
father of our country, George 
Washington. The first celebra­
tion that was noted was at 
Valley Forge in the winter of 
1778, when an anny band sere­
naded their chief. 

He became the wise father, 
bigger than life in body and 
spirit, and so portrayed. In our 
rather desperate era, sorely 
lacking in charismatic leaders 
endowed with wisdom. We 
may wonder how as chairman 
of the Constitutional 
Convention he managed the 
four-month session in the 
steaming Philadelphia summer 
of 1787, which produced our 
Constitution. 

The Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights, added immedi­
ately as it was ratified, was not 
fonned by or for quiet times. 
Setting up a new fonn of gov-

PETITIONS 
from pg 1 

through what their letter to the 
selectboard characterized as 
"n1de, aiTogant, or combative," 
behavior to airpo1t tenants and 
their guests. 

Sweeney was present at the 
meeting with members of the 
airport commission, who have 
been publicly suppo1tive of his 
effo1ts to modernize the airpo1t, 
extend the mnway, and update 
hangar lease fees to improve 
airport revenues. In response to 
the petitioners, Sweeney told 
the selectboai·d, "I have no abil­
ity to speak to this issue as yet." 

The selectboard told Kulis 
they would take the matter 
under advisement, to determine 
whether a discussion about the 
petition for Sweeney's removal 
should be conducted under 
executive session (with the pub­
lic and press excluded) at a 
future meeting. 

Under Massachusetts general 
law, town boards may go into 

ernment by states with varied 
interests and convictions with 
little financial help seems 
almost impossible. But without 
the commitment of the states to 
an effective central organiza­
tion, the squabbles between 
them and the encroachment of 
European powers might 
destroy them. 

Catherine Drinker Bowen in 
Miracle at Philadelphia, her 
meticulously documented and 
eminently readable story, 
includes instances of 
Washington's very presence 
in the Convention hall keep­
ing the main object in focus. 
The delegates trusted him. 
Hadn't he served as com­
mander of the army without 
pay? 

George Washington was 55. 
He had experience and self­
control, and, according to his 
contemporaries, his plans and 
judgments were well thought 
out. In his younger days he had 
surveyed western lands for 

executive session to discuss the 
reputation or chai·acter, rather 
than the professional compe­
tence of a single individual, or 
to consider the discipline or dis­
missal or heai· complaints about 
a public official or employee. 
The individual involved may 
require that the meeting be 
open. 

Pilots from the Turners Falls 
Airport brought similar con­
cerns to the selectboard ahnost 
one year ago. At the time, the 
selectboai·d asked them to put 
their complaints in writing, 
which Kulis said the pilots did, 
to no effect. He said his group 
had written to the airpo1t com­
missioners about their concerns, 
and had brought their com­
plaints to the FAA as well. 

Turning to the other hot but­
ton petition in town, town 
administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio asked the board if 
they would like to reconsider 
their vote to place a non-binding 
question about closing the 
Montague Center School on the 

Lord Fairfax. He had been an 
officer in the English army, 
and, as every schoolchild 
should know, he had been with 
redcoat General Braddock's 
army at their defeat by the 
French 
and 

Indians at Fort Duquesne. 
Years later, when he 

assumed leadership of the 

townwide ballot for the May 
21st election. Since the G-M 
school committee voted on 
Febma1y 13th to rescind their 
vote to pa1tially close the 
Hillcrest School, Abbondanzio 
wondered whether the board 
would like to rescind their vote 
to put the non-binding question 
on the ballot. 

The board had voted to place 
the opinion question about clos­
ing Montague Center School on 
the ballot on Monday, Februa1y 
5th, in response to a petition 
brought fo1ward by fom1er 
selectboai·d member and fo1mer 
highway department clerk Ed 
Voudren. That petition sought a: 
binding ballot question to close 
Montague Center School by 
September 1st, 2007. The peti­
tion was signed by more than 
1100 local residents, 900 of 
whom were registered 
Montague voters. 

"My preference would be to 
leave it right there," said Pat 
Allen, of the non-binding ques­
tion on the town ballot. 

army of rebels, he did so under 
the Washington Elm in 
Cambridge, MA, and for years 
the Virginian of modest dignity 
and wealth held together an 
army that never exceeded 
20,000 men, made up of New 
Englanders, New Yorkers, 
Southerners and others, with­
out sufficient food or supplies. 
The victories they enjoyed 

and the defeats they suffered 
are familiar to all, among 
them Trenton, Valley 
Forge, Saratoga, and 
Yorktown. And finally, the 
setting up of a new nation, 
where church and state 
were to be separate, where 
the people - well, at first 

only some of the people -
should vote for their leaders, 

and human rights - albeit 
reserved for a minority at first 
- were nonetheless a considera­
tion. 

As the first president of the 
United States, Washington 
launched a republic. After two 

Board member Allen Ross 
concmTed. "I see the long tenn 
plans for configuring the 
schools as a multi-yeai· issue. 
Getting a sense of how the peo­
ple of town feel about various 
school configurations would be 
useful." 

Board chair Patricia: Pmitt 
said, "The school committee 
voted to revisit the question," of 
which school to close. "The ref­
erendmn question is asking for a: 
pa1ticular school to close. The 
school committee is still not 
doing what these folks are ask­
ing them to do." 

Pmitt also spoke of receiving 
phone calls from residents of 
town, who may have agreed 
with the intent of the petition, 
but were ''very unhappy that the 
leadership of the referendum 
process - the person represent­
ing them - is not someone they 
wish to be representing the to"wn 
of Montague about the schools." 

Before adjourning, the board 
heard from RiverCulhll'e coor­
dinator Lisa: Davol, who repo1t-

tenns he retired to his home at 
Mt. Vernon, but before leaving 
office he gave his best advice 
in a farewell address, that 
might be tailored to any time. 
Build strength and unity in our 
nation. Stay neutral in the 
affairs of others. Govern with 
honesty, even-handedness and 
benevolence. The address was 
never delivered as a speech, 
but was published in the 
Philadelphia Daily American 
Advertiser of September 19th, 
1796. 

Washington died on 
December 14th, 1799, a tme 
man of the 18th century. The 
very magnih1de of his material 
work and influence in our 
nation's founding has obscured 
the understanding and intelli­
gence that made him a great 
leader. Two hundred years later 
his wisdom is there for the 
reading. We can join the band 
at Valley Forge and serenade 
the father of our country on his 
birthday. 

ed the town had recently 
received word of approval from 
the Mass Cultural Council's 
Adams Arts program for the 
second yeai· of the Turners Falls 
arts-based economic develop­
ment 1111tiat1ve. The town 
applied for $40,000 for the sec­
ond year of the Adams grant, 
and received approval for 
$35,000. Da:vol said less than 
$2,000 remained to be raised on 
the local level to supply the 
required 80% cash match, but 
said the RiverCulhue project 
was committed to raising the 
full amount needed to fund the 
intiative's proposed $80,000 
budget for the coming year's 
aits awareness activities, which 
will include a: sculpture gai·den 
on Canal Street, a concert series 
at the bandshell at Peskeomskut 
Park, a downtown block pai·ty, 
the commissioning of an official 
song for Turners Falls from the 
community band, and business 
recmitment. 

(For more on Ill!&! 
RiverCulture, seepage 1.) 111 
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Tulasi Grows in Wendell 
BYMARABRIGHT-Youcan 
find a taste of India right in 
Wendell, thanks to the effo1ts of 
Clara San and Nora Gurley, 
who grow and market tulasi 
locally. Not yet a household 
word, tulasi or tulsi is the 
Sanskrit name for sacred or 
holy basil, a medicinal herb 
native to India. In the Hindu tra­
dition, Tulasi is a forest diety 
with the power to repel negative 
energy. If you circle around the 
plant, which in India grows to 
be the size of a large bush, it is 
said, Tulasi will absolve you of 
your sins. 

In India people place tulasi 
plants on their altars, hang it in 
their houses and chant to it 
while watering, planting or 
picking it. Caring for the plant 
is a sacred task, a way of 
strengthening your devotion. 

Clara spent her childhood in 
and around gardens. Her moth­
er, Nina Keller, is an avid gar­
dener and seed saver, so it was 
natural for Clara to have siinilar 
leanings. In high school she was 
drawn to environmental sh1dies, 
and she immersed herself in 
ethnobotany and sustainable 
agrictilh1re in college. 

When she ordered her first 
hllasi seeds three years ago, 
Clara began her relationship 
with the plant. Coincidentally, 
Nora was at the same time in 
India at Amachi's ashram. 
When she rehuned, she brought 
back hilasi seeds, which she 
saw as impo1tant for planeta1y 
healing. The two women col­
laborated, and the result was a 
garden boasting two varieties of 
h1lasi. 

Clara continues to be mainly 
interested in the healing proper­
ties of the plant, while Nora is 
exploring the spirihial proper­
ties. The women save seed and 
note that over the course of 
three seasons, hllasi is acculhir­
ating itself to Wendell. "I'm 
learning so much about the 
plant by saving seeds," Clara 
said. 

Last summer Clara and Nora 
grew 200 plants in different gar­
dens, one a spiral garden 

Clara San; left and Nora Gurlry gr01v and market tulasi. Here 
they displqy some of theirproducts inside Sarr's Wendell farmhouse. 

inspired by Nora's trip to India. 
In Wendell, hilasi grows to be 
knee to waist high and has won­
derfully fragrant purple flowers. 
Clara enjoys crafting with 
plants and in paiticular loves 
tulasi 's beauty, its heavenly 
smell and its healing aspects. 
Tulasi is an adaptogen, meaning 
its uses cover a broad span and 
its benefits adapt to whatever 
the body needs. It functions as 
an immune system booster, 
helps with asthma, hepatitis, 
bronchial issues, headaches, 
clearing the head of toxins or 
congestion, and promoting 
calm. It can be beneficial for 
hunors, diabetes, radiation poi­
soning, chemotherapy and 
malaria. 

Clara prepares the leaves and 
flowers of the plant as a tea, 
which she sells fresh in the 
summer and diy in other sea­
sons. She makes two tinchll·es, 
one with grain alcohol, the 
other with glycerin for people 
who want to avoid alcohol. 
Ttllasi is one of the ingredients 
in a skin salve Clara crafts for 
all-armmd use, including ii1·ita­
tion, abrasion and diyness. The 
other ingredients in the salve 
are calendula, comfrey, echi­
nacea and chickweed. She sells 
hllasi seed, and is looking into 
buying equipment to make 
essential oils. 

Still a small-scale business, 

selling locally and by word-of­
mouth, Clara accepts orders by 
phone (978-544-9849) or email 
(itstotallytulasi@gmail.com). 
Clara grows and processes other 
medicinal plants for sale -
motherwo1t, calendula, nettles, 
mint, yarrow and feverfew. 
Nora sells products at Amachi 's 
gatherings. 

When she's not tending her 
new baby, Clai·a works as a 
cook, prepai111g healing foods 
for a breast cancer survivor. 
Tulasi tea has been a key ii1gre­
dient in her client's healing, 
Clara said. 

Clara's enthusiasm for hllasi 
keeps growing. Besides being 
with the plant in the garden, she 
enjoys making the products. 
"It's so gratifying to get feed­
back from people. People have 
called us to say h1lasi's changed 
their life." 

Education and outreach are 
pa1t of the work Clara ai1d Nora 
are committed to as well. Some 
of Nora's proceeds have gone 
toward building a house in India 
destroyed by the tstmami. Clara 
has donated money to help 
rebuild a house destroyed by a 
flood in Senegal. 

Clara envisions growing 
medicinal plants, including 
hilasi, in Tmners Falls at the 
common gai·dens. She requests 
that gardeners call her if they 
want to shai·e a plot. 
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TFHS Swimmers Earn Ribbons 
at Western Mass. Tournament 

BY CORI URBAN 
AMHERST - The Turners Falls 
High School vai-sity boys' swiin 
team came home from the 
Western Massachusetts 
Swimming Tmmiament on 
Febma1y 17th at the University 
of Massachusetts with three rib­
bons and two school records, 
while the varsity girls' swiin 
teain came home with three rib­
bons. 

Swiinmers and relay teams 
finishing in the top 12 were rec­
ognized. Those finishing in first 
through sixth place received 
medals; those finishing seventh 
through 12th received ribbons. 

The three boys' relay teams 
that finished in the top 12 were: 

Tiin Carlisle, Stllllly Lucas, 
Adam Bastarache and Chris 
Krzykowski finished seventh in 
the 200-medley relay with a tiine 
of 1:51.85. This is a new school 
record. 

Krzykowski, Chris 
McMahon, Sam Johnson and 
Lucas earned an 11th place in the 

400 free relay, with a tiine of 
3:42.85, breaking another school 
record. Carlisle, Johnson, Matt 
Garber and Bastarache finished 
eighth in the 200 free relay. 

All three relays have qtialified 
for the State Swim Meet at 
Northeastern University in 
Boston on Febmaiy 24th. 

The only Ttm1e1-s Falls swin1-
mer to eai11 an ii1dividual ribbon 
was Jennifer Jason, who gai·­
nered an 11th place in the 500 
free. 

Two TFHS girls' relay teains 
earned ribbons: 

Katie Kuklewicz, Jenna 
Lapachinski, Molly Peny and 
Jason finished 12th in the 200 
free relay. Kuklewicz, Ali Urban, 
Jason and Lapachinski finished 
ninth in the 400 free relay. 

Turners Falls High School is 
the only Franklin Cotmty public 
high school with a vai·sity swiin 
team. Karen Greene of 
Montague is the head coach; 
Nancy Yankowski of Tmners 
Falls is the assistant coach. 

Bluefish Swim Team Winners 
Congratulations to the win­

ners of the Montague Parks and 
Recreation Bluefish swiin Meet, 
from Sattu·day, Febmary 17th, 
against the Claik Sharks from 
Wmchendon, MA. It was a 282-
133 victory for the team. 

First Place Individtial 
Wlllllers: 

Elm Wtlliains (Gil'ls 11-12) -
50 Free, 50 Fly 

Chris Jennison (Boys 13-14) -
50 Free, 100 Back, 100 Breast 

Tess Tashjian (Gii'ls 15 & 
Over) - 50 Free, 100 Breast, 100 
Free 

Matt Byrne (Boys 11-12) -
100 IM, 50 Breast, 100 Free 

Jaiine Byrne (Girls 7-8) - 100 
IM, 25 Breast, 50 Free 

Brett Miner (Boys 7-8) - 100 
IM, 25 Back, 50 Free 

Emi Grego1y (Gil'ls 11-12) -
100 Free 

Marion Vielmetti (Girls 11-
12) - 50 Back, 50 Breast 

Malcolm Hatch-Crosby (Boys 
9-10) - 50 Free, 50 Breast 

SarahKaczenski (Gil'ls 9-10)-
50 Back, 100 Free 

Daniel Cloutier (Boys 7-8) -
25 Free, 25 Fly 

Jaines Dolan (Boys 9-10) - 50 
Back, 50 Fly 

Dominic Canne (Boys 6 & 
Under) - 25 Free, 25 Back, 25 Fly 

Sahaley Dupree (Girls 7-8) -
25 Free, 25 Fly 

Robe1tRinaldi (Boys 7-8)- 25 
Breast 

More Swimming News 
Meanwhile, Kaitlyn Kociela, a 

fo1mer TFHS swim teain star, 
now a jmlior at Eastern 
Connecticut State University, 
achieved her pe1-sonal best time of 
(20:03.42) in the 1,650 freestyle, 
to come in 15th place at the 2007 
New England Division II-III 
Women's Swiinming and Diving 
Chan1pionships, on Febmaiy 16th 

-18th at the Swasey Pool, in the 
University of New Hampshire in 
Durham. Kociela also eained 
points for her pe1fonnat1ce in the 
500 Freestyle, comrng in l 7tli 
with a time of 5:47.55. Kociela, 
who also contributed to three of 
her teani's point-winning relays, 
was accorded All New England 
hono1-s for her strong showing. 
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THE HEAlTHY GEUER 

Is Bad Breath, Like, a Geezer Thing? 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I was won­
dering if older people get bad 
breath more than younger folks. 

I could find no direct coll'ela­
tion between aging and halito­
sis, which is the fancy term for 
bad breath. However, I'm going 
to take a couple of educated 
stabs at the issue raised in this 
question. 

Many older people have den­
tures. If they don't fit co1Tectly 
or are not deaned often, they 
can collect food and bacteria; 
both can lead to bad breath. 

Dry mouth (xerostomia) is a 
condition that allows dead cells 
to accumulate in your mouth 
creating bad breath. Most xeros­
tomia is related to the medica­
tions taken by older adults rather 
than to the effects of aging. 
More than 400 medicines can 
affect the salivruy glands. 

The following are causes of 

bad breath: 
• Any food stuck in your 

teeth. It will decay and give off 
an odor. 

• Some foods such as onions, 
gru·lic, spices and herbs. They 
contain substances that create 
bad breath when digested. 

• Alcoholic beverages. 
Alcohol, itself, is odorless, but 
many alcoholic beverages con­
tain ingredients that leave a tell­
tale odor. 

• Periodontal (gum) diseases 
and crulker sores 

• Diseases of the lung, kid­
ney, liver, stomach and pan­
creas. 

• Sinus infections, strep 
throat, tonsillitis and mononu­
cleosis. 

• Smoking. This dries the 
mouth and causes an odor of its 
own. 

• Severe dieting. 

!ILLUSTRATION JESSICA HARMON 

Here are some ways to pre­
vent bad breath: 

• Bmsh your teeth after you 
eat. 

• If you weru· a denture, dean 
it at least once a day. 

• Floss daily or use another 
interdental cleaner such as a 
high-power electric toothbmsh. 

• Bmsh your tongue, which 
can collect bacteria and food 
pruticles. 

• Drink water to moisten your 
mouth. 

• Chew sugarless gum. It 
stimulates saliva production and 
collects debris. 

• Buy a new toothbmsh sev­
eral times annually. 

• Get a dental exrunination. 

Mouthwashes and breath­
fresheners of all kinds mask 
odors for a while; they are not 
preventives. Many antiseptic 
mouth rinses, however, have 
been accepted by the American 
Dental Association for their 
therapeutic benefits and also 
have breath-freshening proper­
ties. These rinses kill the genns 
that cause bad breath instead of 
simply hiding halitosis. 

At times, most of us wony 
about having bad breath. It's no 
surprise that there are so many 
products out there to combat the 
problem. But, those of us who 

wony about it usually are doing 
something to prevent it. Bad 
breath is found more often in 
people who neither know nor 
care that they have it. 

This brings me to a condition 
worth mentioning. There is a 
psychiau·ic condition called 
"delusional halitosis." This is 
linked to depression. One 
patient with this delusion used 
up to a tube of toothpaste eve1y 
four days. 

I read another study that 
demonstrated that the people 
who uy to smell their own 
breath tend to thiilk their breath 
smells worse than it does. Best 
advice I found was to ask a fam­
ily member or good friend to 
give you an accurate assess­
ment. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@grnail.com. 

A HOLISTIC HEAlTH PERSPECTIVE 

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
BY JENNY CHAPIN 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Carpal tunnel syndrome (CTS) 
occurs when the median nerve, 
which mns from the forea1m 
through a nanow, rigid pas­
sageway of ligament and bones 
at the base of the hand (the 
carpal tunnel), becomes pressed 
or squeezed at the wrist. The 
median nerve controls sensa­
tions to the palm side of the 
thumb, index, middle, and pa1t 
of the fomth finger, as well as 
impulses to some small muscles 
in the hand that allow the fin­
gers and thumb to move. 

CTS symptoms usually start 
with pain, weakness, buming, 
tingling, or itching numbness in 
the hand and wrist, radiating up 
the arm. Fingers may fe.el 
swollen even though no 
swelling is apparent. A person 
may wake up feeling the need 
to 'shake out' the hand or wrist. 
As symptoms worsen, 
decreased grip strength can 
make it difficult to form a fist, 
grasp small objects, or perfo1m 
manual tasks. 

CTS is often the result of a 
combination of factors that 
increase pressure on the median 
ne1ve and tendons in the carpal 
tunnel, rather than a problem 
with the ne1ve itself. There may 

be a localized cause, such 
as trauma or injmy to the 
wrist, or the development 
of a cyst or tumor in the 
canal, or a more systemic 
cause, such as hypothy­
roidism or fluid retention 
during pregnancy. The 
principal cause is not 
"what we do with our elbows, 
wrists, or hands - it's what we 
don't do. By not engaging the 
shoulders and by dismpting the 
load-bearing capacity of the 
body, our upper limbs and 
exu·emities do not have access 
to the nuanced muscle power 
and biomechanical interaction 
required to stay healthy," (Pete 
Egoscue, Pain Free, 1998). 
Functional posture is bilateral, 
the weight disu·ibuted equally 
left to right, the load-bearing 
joints in vertical alignment, 
with horizontal lines running 
through those joints. 

Judith Lasater, Ph.D., a 
physical therapist and yoga 
instmctor for nearly 30 years, 
says that CTS healing really 
comes down to two key factors: 
awareness and postural align­
ment. "Because CTS is often 
made worse by improper align­
ment, yoga can be an aid to pre­
vention and cure." 

A 1998 University of 

Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Nei~ M.A. 
Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA01351 • 413.367.9514 
J oanne@moonrisemedicinals.com 

• 

•• 

Pennsylvania study published 
in the Jomnal of the American 
Medical Association showed 
that twice-weekly yoga classes 
for eight weeks significantly 
reduced pain and improved grip 
su·ength for those with crupal 
tunnel. The researchers propose 
that yoga helps because it eases 
the compression of the affected 
ne1ves, improves blood flow, 
and creates better joint posture. 

Sandy Blaine, a yoga 
instmctor who runs CTS pre­
ventive yoga workshops, says 
that combating mild to moder­
ate CTS symptolllS is primarily 
a matter of "counteracting the 
repetitive movements that cre­
ated them. That means stretch­
ing out the upper back, neck, 
shoulders, anns, hands, and 
wrists." 

Lasater highlights Mountain 
Pose as a key posture. "It brings 
awareness of the perfect stand­
ing position, which can then be 
u·ansfe1Ted to the sitting posi-

HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

* Curtains * Braided Rugs 
* Accessories ·r or 'xour Home 
Mon.-fri. 9:30-S:30, Sat. 9:30-S,Sun. Noon-4 

329 Deerfield St., Greenfield 773-3911 
www.andysaok.com 

tion. When you sit or stand with 
the perfect spinal cmves, you 
minimize the strain on the soft 
tissues of the head, neck, and 
arlllS which can lead to CTS." 
In addition, simple backbend­
ing poses "help counteract the 
fo1ward-looking and fo1ward­
reaching posture many of us 
adopt when we sit all day at a 
desk." 

Alternative therapies include 
massage and shiatsu, for stimu­
lating blood flow, reducing 
edema (soft tissue swelling), 
and improving tissue health of 
the hands, wrists, anns, shoul­
ders, and neck; Feldenkrais, a 
fo1m of movement re-education 

which teaches people how to 
move their bodies more effi­
ciently to improve their coordi­
nation, reduce joint stress and 
muscle strain, and improve 
flexibility; and acupuncture, 
helpful for reducing edema, and 
relieving neck pain, shoulder 
stiffness, eye strain, and 
headaches, symptoms common­
ly seen with CTS. 

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc­
turist, bodyworker, and yoga 
teacher in Greenfield. For pre­
vious articles, and to offer top­
ics of interest for this column, 
visit her website, wwwJenny­
chapin.com. 

~1 clear Cho1. 
~o tf7r c-~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Eslimales 

ttonest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Keg.II I 07 141 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

FOUR DIRECTIONS 
HEALING ARTS 

FouP-. Di~EcrtoNS 
H EAU N ~ AP-.TS 

Acupuncture 
Massage, Reiki 

Flower Essence Therapy 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 



14 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER February 22, 2007 

JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XXI 
Ma Got>s Through tht> War railroads. You can't take a two­

year-old baby, and travel on 
aimy trains filled with soldiers. 
It's crazy. You are just a git'l. 
You'll never get through the 
fighting alive." 

He reached down to help them photos of their families, and fire mmbled in the distance. An 
up. wanting to hold Ma1y. They Almy officer spotted Ma and 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - The next evening Ma 
began to tell us about getting 
caught in Poland by WWI. 

"Where are you going?" shared food and blankets. After Mary. "You - get off the train." 
"To Holland, and then to many sta11s and stops, and long 

Ame1yka." waits, the steam train an'ived at - Continued Nex.t Week 
"To Ameryka? At·e you a town neai· the front. Al1illery 

"We have such a happy time. 
But war breaks out. Now, I was 
afraid the fighting comes to us. I 
tell my Mama, I want to go back 
to Ameryka before winter 
stomis make the ocean rough. 
But she says, 'Stay, stay. Winter 
is far away. It is just a border 
fight; it will soon be over -
you'll see.' I stay another year. 
But the war gets worse and 
worse." 

But, Ma was not to be 
deterred. She gathered what 
possessions and food she could 
carry, pinned her remaining 
money to her corset and got 
ready to leave. 

crazy? There's a war on." He 
shook his head. "You would 
have to go through the battle 
lines - through the fighting - to 
get to Holland. Go back to your 
village, foolish woman." 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Cars Off the Road 

Back in the U.S., her 
husband, now called "Frank", 
had all but given up hope of 
seeing Ma and Ma1y ever again, 
since she had no way of 
contacting him to infonn him 
they were alive and well. Ma 
said she made up her mind. It 
had been over two years since 
she'd seen Frank, and she 
decided she was going to 
Holland to get on a ship to 
America, war or no war. Her 
parents were aghast. 

"How will you get to 
Holland to board the ship? The 
Am1y has taken over the 

"Leaving my village was 
very hard to do," Ma said. 
"Eve1ybody is c1ying." 

She knew there was a good 
chance her family would be 
killed in the war. And there was 
a greater chance she and Mary 
would be killed going through 
the fighting. But even if they all 
survived the war, both Ma and 
her parents knew in their hea11s 
that they'd never see each other 
again. Her father could not 
bring himself to come out of the 
house to give his blessing or 
even to bid farewell. 

At the depot, there were no 
civilian trains running. Rail car 
after rail car stood filled with 
Polish troops. Ma came to a rail 
cai· where a soldier stood on the 
platform between cars. She 
asked if she could come aboai·d. 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll 863-866&. JAX 863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

But they were already aboard 
with their bundles. 

"The train whistle makes a 
toot," Ma said. "And the train 
struts. I feel scai·ed. Nothing but 
soldiers on the train. I think 
about what Tata says about 
soldiers going crazy." 

The soldier found them seats. 
He asked Ma1y's age, and then 
showed them photos of his wife 
and children. Other soldiers 
crowded around, showing 

Millers Pub 
Main Street, Millers Falls 

Thursday: Raffles at 5 p.m. 
Haddock Dinner $8.95 • Scallop Dinner $10.95 

Friday, Feb. 23rd: 
1he Reprobates Etas 

Saturday, Feb. 24th: 

Wednt>sday 2-14 
4:10 p.m. Alann at Walnut 

Street residence, open door. All 
checked OK. 
Thursday 2-15 

7:28 a.m. Motor vehicle 
crash on Main Road, car into 
utility pole. No injmy. 

8:35 a.m. Report of medical 
emergency at the post office on 
the Mount Hermon campus, 
canceled on route. 

I 0:29 a.m. Medical 
assistance given to West Gill 
Road resident. 

11: 10 a.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police with 911 
hang up call on Burrows 
Tumpike Road. 

3: 10 p m. Restraining order 
service on No11h Cross Road. 
Friday 2-16 

12:15 p.m. Cai· off of the 
road at Main Road and West 

Sudoku 

Gill Road, no injmy. 
I :31 p.m. Medical on the 

Mount Hermon Campus, 
canceled upon atTival. 
Saturday 2-17 

12:37 a.m. Motor vehicle 
accident on South Cross Road, 

charged with possession 
of marijuana. 

1 :03 p.m. Alarm at Gill 
Elementaiy School, set off 
accidentally by fire depa11ment. 
Sunday 2-18 

2:50 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident on Dole Road with 
injmy. 
Monday 2-19 

9:15 a.m. Assisted 
Northfield Police with motor 
vehicle accident at Gill Center 
Road and Route IO, with 
injuries. 

CARPENTRY Fields Market. Join our 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - management team as a 
General carpentry and home manager of our well 
repairs. Custom shelves a established, high quality, 
specialty. Call David, 863- organic produce department. 
9296. We are looking for an 

HR n' Run Classic Rock 

Sunday: Peanut Night 
Bud & Bud Light Drafts 

10 OZ. $.75 • 12 OZ. $1 00 • 16 OZ. $1.50 
Food - Open to close, everything on 

the reg menu under $5. 00 

Here are the answers to the Feb. 8th puzzle 

SERVICES 
PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW­
Sita Lang. (413) 834-7569. 
Hauling your used goods to 
people and places in need, 
and not necessarily to the 
landfill. Free estimates. 

energetic, personable, team 
player with a savvy business 
sense and hands-on 
creativity. The successful 
candidate will have personnel 
management, purchasing, 
merchandising and financial 
experience in a retail setting 
as well as knowledge of 

TUTOR AVAILABLE - organic growing practices. We 
Emphasis on reading, writing offer competitive pay and 
and verbal skills. Steady benefits. Please send a 
clients only. Must be resume and cover letter to 
motivated. (413) 863-5149. Produce Manager Search 

HELP WANTED 
Committee, Green Fields 
Market, 144 Main Street, 

Produce Manager - Green Greenfield, MA 01301. 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the c,omer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

No Cover - 7 Days a Week 

LEGAL NOTICE 
The Erving Conservation 

Commission in accordance with 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, MGL Ch. 131, 
section 40 will hold a Public 
Hearing at the Erving Town Hall, 
12 East Main Street, Erving, MA 
on Monday, March 5, 2007 at 
7:30 p.m. to discuss the following: 

1) Request for a 
Determination of Applicability for 
construction of a parking lot at 83 
State Road. 

Erving Conservation 
Commission - David Brule, 

chairman 
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Negus ~ Taylor, Inc. 
Monumenm ~~!JVC 

!£ ...... ~ p~~ 

~rl Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

People often come to see us i!i:-' ~ 

~~ot~:~/~;:zr:~ts did. , We engrf:IVC c~ 
We'reproudtohove ) memones 
that kind of loyalty, that last forever 
and we work hard to keep it. r.:~~::::-:-:----~i 
• Gory and Noncy Melen MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 

1 O MIi Street, Greenfield, MA 
'The perfect remembrance' 
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5 6 2 1 
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CHAU, Incorporated 
'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Boulevard, Turners Falls.Info. 
call 863-2478 or http://hall­
mark.edu 

The Montague Book.mill 
Presents: The Dead of Wmter 
Free Films for the Frozen: The 
Ruling Class, Peter O'Toole 
asserts that old saw: the mad are 
sane and vice versa. Food and 
drink available at The Lady 
Killigrew. 7 p m. 

$ GREENFIELD 

~~~!~: 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY 22ND & 23RD 
W:tgina Monologues pe1fo1med by 
a cast of GCC students, staff, fac­
ulty and community activists to 
raise money & awareness to end 
violence against women & girls. 
GCC campus pe1fo1mance 7 p.m., 
Stinchfield Lecture Hall, main 
campus. Friday's perfonnance is 
sign inte1preted. Amherst College 
students will join GCC pe1fo1m­
ers for a matinee pe1fo1mance at 
The Shea on March 4th, 2 p m. 
Tickets: GCC Bookstore, World 
Eye Bookshop and the Montague 
Bookmill. $4 for students/limited 
income and donation of $10-$20 
for others .. Info. 775 1141. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 
Native American Stories and Songs 
in the Yurt with Lori.I Moondream 
and Peter Whitefox: Lori 
Moondream leamed tales told by 
her Apache grandparents and elden; 
on other reservations. Peter 
Whitefox uses animal skinsand his 
fabulous sense of humor to add 
drama and fun to the presentation. 
At Nothfield Mountain Recreation 
area, Route 63, Northfield. Ages 5 
and up. Pre-registration required. 7 
pm. Call (413)-659-3714 

Ode to the Beat Poets Gala at 
Leverett Crafts & Art. Wine 
Tasting, Art Exhibit and Auction, 
Poet1y & Jazz. LC.A, Barnes 
Galle1y, 13 Montague Road, 
Leverett. 8 pm. Black beret, 
black turtlenecks and dark glass­
es encouraged. (413) 548-9070. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Milla-s Falls, Stone 
Ccyotes, Come to dance! 9:30 pm 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 23RD TO 25TH 
Ja'Duke presents Peter Pan at 
The Shea Theater. Tumers Falls. 
Info. and reservations 863-2281 
ext. 2. Friday and Saturday at 7 
pm., Snnday at 2 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH 
Family-style Contra Dancing for 
all ages. $7-$10 per family. 
Simple dances with easy instmc­
tion geared for little feet. Held on 
the last Sunday of each month. 4 
- 5 p m. Includes a light snack. 

The Montague Bookmill 
Presents: The Dead of Winter 
Free Films for the Frozen: Dead 
River Rough Cut, 7 p.m. 

Pioneer Valley Symphony Choral 
Conceit Alexandra Ludwig, choral 
director. Featuring the PVS Choms, 
Northfield Mollllt Hermon Select 
Women's Ensemble and 
Springfield College Singers. At 
Second Congregational Church, 
Corut Square, Greenfield. 3 pm. 
773-3664 

Annie Hassett, veteran folk 
singer/guitarist pe1fonns at the 
Old Town House, New Salem, as 
prut of the North Quabbin Center 
for the Perfomling Arts 

SttfUH!Y, 1'1arch 4th, Henry The ]'ffler­
juggling show at The Gree,gield Center 

Schoo~ 71 Monfa!Jle Ci!J &:ui 
&freshments m follow. 773-1700 or 
www.cemer.rchooLnet. 1 pm., FREE 

"Serendipity Series." 4 p m. $10 
adults, 12 and under free. 
www.1794meetinghouse.org or 
(978) 544 5200 for info & tickets. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH 
Live Jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Avenue A, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Infonnation 863-4441. 

A Night of Spoken Word at Deja 
Brew, Wendell. Open Mic 7 to 8 
pm., guest readers 8 p.m. to 10 
pm. 

UNTIL FEBRUARY 27TH 
The Interconnectedness of 
Things, an exhibition of photo­
graphs by Jean Stabell of New 
Salem, on dis_play at Haley's, a 
mile west of Athol center on 
Route 2.A. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2ND 
Snowshoeing Under the Egg 
Moon. Explore how to best navi­
gate at night, share inspiring 
quotes from litera1y lovers of the 

Ill §PH 1f HI CHIii 
MONDAYS - Drop-jn, 3-6 pm 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project 3 -6 p m. 

THURS -Drop-jn, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

Fru ( except some trips), open to local 
kens. Some nq11ire permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 TiiiJ:d Street, Turners Falls, 01376. 

moon and stars, take a short 
"solo" walk by the moonlight and 
maybe even t1y hooting like an 
owl! At Northfield Mountain 
Yurt, Northfield Mountain 
Recreation Area, For ages 12 and 
older. 6:30-9 p m. (800) 859-
2960. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
MARCH 2ND & 3RD 
Pottery & More Seconds Sale 
Sponsored by Artspace 
Commnnity Arts Center. Held at 
Greenfield High, 1 Lenox 
Avenue, Greenfield. Friday 6 to 9 
p.m. & Saturday 10 am. to 2 pm. 
772-6811 for infonnation. 

Mohawk 30th Annual All-School 
Musical- Thoroughly Modem 
Millie At Mohawk Trail Regional 
High School auditorilllll, Route 
112, Buckland. 7 pm. 625-8371 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3RD. 
MarKamusic, a high-energy, 
multi-national musical ensemble 
performs Latin music with 
Andean roots perf01ms at The 
Full Moon Coffee House in 
Wendell, Proceeds benefit The 
Montague Reporter. 8 p m. with 
open mic beguung at 7 p m. 

Benefit event for The Shea 
Theatre: An evening with Roger 
Salloom, no p.m. film docume11-
ta1y So Glad You Made lt,-The 
Saga Of Roger Sa/loom, 
America '.s Best UnJ..71011,n 
Songwrite1'. Followed by a talk 
with filmaker Chris Sautter. At 
9:30 pm.: live conceit featuring 
Roger Salloom. Advance tickets 
$10, $12 at the door. 

Opening reception for local 
artists on display at Green Trees 
Gallery in Northfield, 5 - 7 p.m. 
Apex to Zenith, a panoramic col­
lection of over 35 regional a1tists 
will be on view tluu March 25th 
Artists: include Dan Brown, 
Beverly Phelps, Nayana Glazier, 
Barbara Milot & Daniel Putnam. 
www.greentreesgallery.com 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4TH 
Hallmark Institute of 
Photography open house. 
Beginning at 12:30, 27 Industrial 

Classical Piano by Adam 
Bergeron at Deja Brew, Wendell. 
7 to 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 5TH 
Greenfield Commwuty College 
Presents, Visiting Speaker & 
Multimedia Presentation: Men, 
Masculinities, and Media featur­
ing Jackson Katz, Ed.M., Creator 
of "Tough Guise" at Noon, 
Stinchfiela Lecture Hall. In this 
multimedia presentation, Katz 
illustI-ates how mainstream media 
images -- from sports, television, 
Hollywood film, adve1tising, and 
music video -- help to promote 
violent masculinity as a cultural 
nonn. Tlus event is free and open 
to the public. Sponsored by the 
Men's Initiatives Committee. For 
more info1matio11 c.ontact Lewis 
Bosler (413) 775-1276. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6TH 
Argentina: Hope In Hard Times­
fihn showing at 7 p.m. in the 
Social Sciences Studio, Room 
115, in G.C.C.'s East Building. 
Discussion & refreshments to 
follow, free. This film is pa.it of 
a series on "Culture, Ecology, 
and Sustainability," sponsored 
by the Human Ecology 
Department at Greenfield 
Community College. 

WEDNESDAY & TIRJRSDAY, 
MARCH 7TH & 8TH 
.Auditions for the Hampshire 
Shakespeare Company: King 
Lear and A Comedy o]' 
Errors, 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Hartsbrook School, Bay Rd, 
Hadley. Prepare a one- to 
two-mmute monologue from 
a classical play, prefe1:a~ly 
Shakespeare. For audition 
apfointments or info. call 
(4 3) 585-5769 or jhaneykid-
well@yahoo.com. Actors 
must be 18 or older 
www hampshireshakespeare.org. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17TH 
Spring Gardening S)'I!lposilllll at 
Frontier Reg'l High School. 
www.vnnassmastergardeners.org 

UNTIL MARCH 18TH 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contempora1y Photography, 
Turners Falls. Face to Face: 
Portraits from Fifty Years, photo­
graphs by Douglas Kirkland. 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri, Feb. 23rd-Thurs., March 1st 
Contact Famouse Bill's for 

Dinner & Movie Deal 
1. RENO 911:MIA.,.n R 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
2. BRIDGE TO TERABITIIlA PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 inDTS sound 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. NORBIT PG13 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
4. MUSIC & LYRICS PGB 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEEFRI,SAT,SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. HANNIBAL RISING R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. NOTES ON A SCANDAL R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 DTS sound 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. GHOST RIDER PGB DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

..-...4¢::~· -
HONTAGUE•t4A 

FREE FILM.S FOR THE FROZEN 

Dead Rivet Ro .. gh «!llf 
Sunday, February 25th - 7pm 

This hard to find film comes highly 
recnmemeoded but is a bit of a mystery. 
A documentiry ttacing die lives of two 

heanit/logge,:s in backwoods Maine 1976. 

www.montaguebookmill.com (413)367-9206 

Beer Fine Wine 

Open Wed-S1w at 4 p.m. 
Friday 2/23 9-11 p.m. 

Radio Free Earth-Rock 
Saturday 2/24 9-11 p.m. 

Euphemisms - Polle 

Friday 3/2 9-11 p.m. 
Blame It On Tina 

Saturday 3/3 9-11 p.m. 
Indigo Moon Jazz 

NO COVER ANY NIGHI'! 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wencldl Country Store 

Upcoming at the Discovery Center 
Open Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p m. Groups by Special Arragement~ Tuesday - Thursday 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY28TH and focused at close range for SATURDAY, MARCH 10TH 
Friends Coffeehouse: Katie Clarke details, through the eyes of Stephen Accessible Birding. 10 am. - 12 
Band. Held in the Great Hall. This Gingold as you see his photographs p m. Join the Hampshire Bird Club 
is a fundraiser for prognns put on in this special exhibit. on this excursion to investigate bird 
by the Friends of the Great Falls FRIDAY, MARCH 3RD life at wheelchair accessible and 
Discovery Center. 7 to 9 p 111. FREE Ice Fishing Class. Join lively birding locations Ill the 
FRIDAY, :MARCH 2ND MASSWildlife's expert angler, Jim Connecticut River Valley. 
Nature Activity: Build A Bird Lagacy, for an ice fishing class and Binoculars and scopes are available 
Feeder. Join Refuge staff to leam field experience. He will cover for use as well as other assistive 
about natural materials we can use equipment basics, techniques, fish technology such as po1table folding to make a bird feeder. lla.111. 

identification, and angler ethics. chairs, large print field guides, 
UNTIL MARCH 31ST Pre-registrntion required; space is monopods, and listening devices. 
Stephen Gingold's Nature limited. Please call to reserve 863- To register or more info. call (413) Photography. Explore the world of 3221. All ages are welcome. 10 545-5758. nature, both at a landscape scale a.m. -2p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
(413) 863-3221 www.greatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs, or custom made 
• Built-in page editor, do it yourself! 

Messages, calendars, downloads 
Private customer areas w/ login 

• Multiple "group• areas for users 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

I 

Jj_ 

Brian R. San Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 years Certified • Bonded• lnstrr<!d 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

BHpcu 290-1162 

863-Z4TI 
fax 863-8022 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

Cl •• Conon •Silks• Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery Marerial 

• Quiltin2' Supplies• Patterns• Calicos • Notions 

CASll & ClJECKS ONLY 
on.-Sai. 9-5:20, F,i. til 8:20 • Oosed Mon. - June, July, August ~ 

Power Square 

0 • Greenfield 

., 
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SHEFFIELD 
continued from pg 1 

princesses' bedroom all night 
long to observe their behavior? 
Selflessly, he offered his se1vices 
for the task. 

TI1e king bethought himself 
on this proposal, and decided to 
come up with a fm1her incentive. 
Whichever lucky lad could man­
age to stay up all night and see 
what s01t of fancy footwork his 
daughters were up to could 
choose whichever princess he 
liked the best to marry, and inher­
it his kingdom. In an era of male 
primogeniture, what else can a 
monarch do to escape the royal 
pain of daily cobbler bills? 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

reward, because, 
"You ai·e the only 
one who has shown 
compassion 
kindness to 
stt·anger." 

and 
a 

She gives the 
soldier a cloak of 
invisibility and spe­
cific instrnctions 
about how to outwit 
the sneaky 
princesses and 
solve the myste1y 
of their late-night 
hi-jinks. This con­
siderably revives 
his spirits 

"A minute ago I 
felt my life was 

DETMOLD PHOTOS over," he cries, like 
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ve1y next appearance, in the 
Crucible, with Arena Civic 
TI1eater, at the Shea this April. 
She was the standout of the show. 

Tums out Princess Leona is 
tui.ng of the little gaine she and 
her sisters play on their father and 
then· would-be suitors each night. 
What good is dancing all nigl1t, if 
you never get to many your 
man? But the other royal lassies 
are having none of this 'ti.me to 
settle down' nostl1un. They like 
dancing all night, ai1d plan to 
keep it up indefinitely. 

A plucky herald, Austin 
Hurley, who boasts the declama­
to1y skills of a young 
Demosthenes and is a total 
stranger to stage fright, ( even 
when his royal proclamation gets 
tangled upside down), journeys 
to the village square to tell the 
c01mnoners about their big 
chance to play "Who Wants to 
Marry a Princess?" 

i::;a.__ ______ ===.;..;.;.;;.;.;;~ a besotted lotte1y 
Jonathan Rawls as the Returning Soldier and Brooke Martineau as Princess Leona find ticket buyer given 

their destif!Y in The Dancing Princesses one big break. "It 

Needless to say, before the 
cmtain falls, the soldier, with the 
aid of magic, unlocks the riddle 
of the young ladies all-night rev­
els, wins the heait of Pli.ncess 
Leona, and saves his prospective 
father-in-law from rackiI1g up 
any more cobbler bills. What else 
but a happy ending could be in 
store for an upstanding ymmg 
soldier who helps an old woman 
in distress, and gains a second 
chance? 

The fanner, James Adkins, 
boasting a beautifol white mous­
tache and puffy eyebrows to 
match, is ready to jump at the 
chance. So eager, in fact, he 
begins singing ''Tomoll'ow I'll 
Be King," one of many channing 
numbers written for the produc­
tion by Rantanen, (who accom­
panied her young scholars on 
piano) half a beat ahead of the 
rest of the cast. Unfazed, Adkins 
said, "Oooh!" and stuck out his 
tongue, and waited for the next 
verse to come around before join­
ing in right on ti.me, keeping up 
neatly all along with the dance 
steps choreographed for each 
musical interlude by Maddie 

Poppke, a Greenfield High 
School senior. Poppke said it was 
"really fon" working with the 
Sheffield kids over the last fotu· 
or five weeks. 

Unfortunately, none of the vil­
lagers could manage to stay 
awake in the princesses' bedroom 
long enough to spy out their late 
night dancing secrets, win the 
prize, and walk off with the 
king's ransom. So the king sends 
his herald even fiirther afield, 
asking foreigners from distant 
lands, once he gets his twisted 
scroll set straight, if they might 
like to tty their luck solving the 
myste1y of the dancing princess­
es in the "Kingdom of Faraway." 
TI1e foreigners sing a sprightly 
reprise of Tomoll'ow I'll Be 
King, with its unforgettable coda, 
"A half a brain is all you need to 
tum into a king." Could George 
W. have seen this play ah'eady? 

At each of these occasions, as 

the herald interests a new batch 
of potential suitors, the play's 
m.yste1y is deepened by the 
a1rival of an old woman, Riley 
Howe, begging food or water. 
But the villagers, and the htu1ters, 
fishennen and merchants from 
far away ai·e all too agog with the 
chance to become prince for the 
price of one night's insomnia to 
be bothered coming to the aid of 
an old beggai· woman. Yet all fail 
when it comes to the test of stay­
ing awake to spy out the dancing 
princesses's secret. Hmmm .... 

And so it goes tmtil a wea1y 
soldier, played with aplomb by 
Jonathai1 Rawls, retums from the 
war. (You cai1 tell he is walking a 
winding path through the forest 
by the papier mache boulder and 
single birch tt·ee that appeai· stage 
right.) Like many a retuming Inil­
ita1y man over the centuries, he is 
weary of life, and despairs of fit­
ting in again as a civilian. 

"I'll never make it back 
home," he tells the sober audi­
ence of wide-eyed grade school 
students. He raises his water 
flask, and utters a miithless toast. 
"Here's to a sho1t and tmeventfol 
life." 

Yeah, right. Eve1y Hillcrest 
second grader knows better than 
that. The old beggai· woman reap­
pears, and as soon as the soldier 
offers her a reviving drink of 
water, she tt·ansfonns into a good 
fauy, willing to aid hin1 to his just 

must be my destiny!" 
He hot foots it to the Kingdom 

of Faraway, where whom. should 
he bump into but Princess Leona, 
played by Brooke Martineau 
( could she be any relation to 
Alana?), who looks bewitching 
in a long pink satin gown with 
glitte1y chiffon sleeves and col­
lar, and gold braid. All the cos­
tumes looked great, and enough 
praise for this cannot be heaped 
upon seam.stt·esses Pat Ryan and 
Jeanette Gallagher, and the stu­
dents who helped them. 

Rawls and Maitineau sing a 
duet, "A Second Chance," but 
that little number did not really 
prepare the audience for the poise 
ai1d purity of Maitineau's deliv­
e1y on her succeeding number, a 
torch ballad called, "My Heart 
Shall Choose My Destiny." This 
young lady can sing! And before 
the song was over, eve1ybody in 
the auditorium knew it. As she 
cast her spell, mothers leaned 
close to catch each word. Her 
song reawakened memories of 
their own girllioods, while the 
men in the crowd recalled the 
princesses they had once courted 
and loved. 

In the clarity of her delive1y, 
and the soulfol quality of her 
stage presence, Martineau 
recalled a young, (very young) 
Judy Gai·land, and no doubt she 
has an equally illustrious career 
ahead of her, beginning with her 

Anybody who is thinking 
about cuttiI1g student theatricals 
out of next year's school budget, 
be wamed! The curse of the 
Brothers Grimm will be upon 
you if you do. Student plays ai·e 
simply the best things going, for 
theater lovers of any age. Go see 
one if you doubt my word. The 
sight of all those eager, proud 
faces up on stage will melt the 
hea1t and bltu1t the pencil of the 
most callow budget-cnmcher. 
After all, eve1y child dese1ves the 
chance to be an invisible soldier, 
or a shining princess, or a king 
with an ennine-tri.mmed coronet. 

Loud applause followed, as 
Rawls took the hand of Pli.ncess 
Leona. Too bad. I'd been secretly 
rooting for Adkins, the farmer 
with the wigged out moustache 
ai1d eyebrows, to win the contest. 
He seemed like a natural p1i.nce, 
tome. 

But Tia, a visiting Hillcrest 
second grader in Mrs. Oakes' 
class, was thrilled witl1 the play, 
ai1d happy with its outcome for 
Princess Leona. "I like the 
p1i.ncess in the pink dress the 
best," she confided, as the ligl1ts 
came up ai1d the applause died 
down. 

Of course you do, my 

dear. II 

rider Gary W. Crider 
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