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Zen Peaceinakers Closing 
Shop on Ripley Road 
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Zen Peacemakers' House of One People 

BYJONATHAN VON 
RANSON 
MONTAGUE - Zen 
Peacemakers, an organi­
zation that blends 
Buddhism and activism, 
which moved its world 
headqua1ters to Monta­
gue in 2003, is shedding 
its extraordina1y 34-acre 

property - the storied 
Montague Fa1m on 
Ripley Road - and seek­
ing to move to another, 
more affordable location 
in the area. 

The news about the 
active and seemingly 
solid organization closing 
shop has stulliled people 

locally, and in the exten­
sive Peacemakers com­
munity. Co-founded by 
Roshi Bernie Glassman in 
1994, Zen Peacemakers is 
dedicated to applying 
Buddhist practice to com­
passionate care and social 
change through prison 

see ZEN pg 11 

RiverCulture Tapped for 
State's Top Arts Award 

RiverCulture coordinator Lisa Davol 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -
Once dissed on a local 
blog as a "rah-rah girl" for 
Turners Falls - a backwa­
ter mill town with no 
future - RiverCulture 
coordinator Lisa Davol 
was jumping up and 
down, even without pom­
poms, on Tuesday after­
noon when she got a call 
from the director of the 

Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, Anita Walker. 

Walker called to tell her 
that Turners Falls 
RiverCulture has been 
chosen to receive the 
MCC's top honor - the 
Commonwealth Award -
given out eve1y other year, 
this time to just ten nomi­
nees across the state. 
Davol, whose a1ts and 
economic development 

project in Turners Falls 
won in the catego1y of 
"Creative Community," 
will travel to Boston to 
accept the award in 
Februa1y, 201 I. 

The last wim1er in this 
catego1y, in 2009, was the 
city of Pittsfield, more 
than ten times the size of 
Turners Falls. 

Reacting to the news, 
Robin She1man, the exec­
utive director of the 
Franklin County Regional 
Housing and Redevelop­
ment Authority ex­
claimed, "That is so awe­
some!" It was She1man 
who authored the original 
John and Abigail Adams 
grant to the MCC in 2005, 
to kick off the 
RiverCulture project, 
when Sherman was 
Montague town plam1er. 

Since then, through 
five successive years of 

see AWARD pg 12 
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Schematic far the proposed skate park at Uniry Park -from Pillar Design, Tempe, AZ 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Great Falls Skate Park 
will cost more to build 
than proponents had once 
hoped, but the skate park 
committee is working 
hard to bring the final 
price tag down. 

At a hearing Thursday, 
December 2nd, a dozen 
skate park committee 

members and suppo1ters 
met with members of the 
Montague parks and 
recreation commission to 
go over design plans and 
cost estimates for the pro­
posed 7,300 square foot 
concrete skate park to be 
built on the fo1mer 
Williams Way, a one block 
side street abutting Unity 
Park. 

Apples to Orange 

On December 15th, 
2009 special town meet­
ing voters approved by a 
two thirds majority a 
motion to abandon 
Williams Way, to make 
room for a permanent 
skate park as pa1t of Unity 
Park. On June 22nd of last 
year, the selectboard 
approved spending 

see SK8 PARK pg 10 

North Ouabbin Communi1y Foods Coop Plans S1orefront Opening - Soon 
BY LIZ CARTER -
The North Quabbin 
Community Foods Coop, 
an initiative to distribute 
high quality local foods 
at a price all residents of 
the No1th Quabbin 

region can stomach, is 
growing to fill gaps in 
the distribution of local 
food in the North 
Quabbin region. The 
Coop's innovative mar­
keting, regionally sensi-

tive vision, and grass­
roots development make 
it part of a unique cultur­
al renaissance that is tak­
ing downtown Orange 
by storm. 

see COOP pg 5 

Left to right -Anry Borezo, Deb Habib, Nina Wellen and Julie Davis at one of the North 
Quabbin Communiry Foods Coop's first farmstands, in August of 2009, in front of the 

Orange Innovation Center on West 1'11.ain Street. The Coop plans to open up a storefront on 
the second floor of the O IC this month, just in time far Christmas. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
I'm Your Girl 

Bella 
Bella is a seven-year-old 

domestic short hair cat in need of 
a good home. If you'd love a big 
round cuddly white-and-orange 
kitty, I am the girl you're looking 
for. In fact I'm extra-special in 
that regard, because cats of my 
coloring are most often boys. I'm 
an indoor-only cat, and I am suit­
ed for a quiet and comfo1table 
life with grown-ups only (little 
kids are too loud and unpre­
dictable for me). I hope you'll 
take me home with you soon-­
I've been here in the shelter since 
August and I cannot understand 
why. To find out more about 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

"It's Just a stone's throw from reality." 
Groceries • Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer -Wine - Liquor 

MON - ~~Uhi~~~AY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~o~ 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3lleporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tiiis newspaper shall not be liable 
for en-ors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

ei1·or occurred. TI1e publishei·s 
reseive the right to refuse advertis­
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or grapliics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 112 Year 
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LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Music and Movement for Small Children 

Interactive Music and 
Movement is a free program pre­
sented by Debbie Weyl, Director 
of Music Together for Valley 
Families. Open to children from 
newborns to five-year-olds 

accompanied by a grownup. 
Stmday, December 12, 4:00 -
4:45 pm, Leverett Libraiy, 75 
Montague Rd., Leverett. 
Directions at www.leverettli­
bra1y.org 

NEW SALEM LIBRARY NEWS 
Library for All Seasons on Saturdays 

The New Salem Libraiy for 
all Seasons continues every 
Saturday at 10:30 with Laura 
Rojo MacLeod. Sto1ytelling and 
crafts ai·e featured along with the 
seasonal theme. 

The Winter Solstice will be 

celebrated at the New Salem 
Public Library on Tuesday, 
December 21st at 5:00 p.m. with 
traditional songs, sto11es and hol­
iday memo11es. 

Refreshments will be se1ved. 

CUSHMAN LIBRARY NEWS 
Raffle Bai ses Programming Funds 

BERNARDSTON - Offering 
more than 60 prizes, The Friends 
of Cushman Libraiy's winter raf­
fle in Bernai·ston has something 
for eve1yone, while raising ftmds 
in suppo1t of programming and 
patron services at the libra1y. 
Featuring a wide vai'iety of local 
a1tisen crafts, books by local 
authors, locally made products 
and gift certificates from local 
businesses. 

The drawing will take place 
on December 22nd at 3:30 p.m, 
which will enable winners to col-

lect their prizes in time for the 
holidays. Ticket p11ces ai·e $1.00 
for one, $5.00 for 6, $10.00 for 
12, $15.00 for 18, $20 for 25 
tickets. Tickets ai·e available at 
Cushman Library, 28 Church 
Street in Bernardston, during 
open hours. Cushman Libraiy is 
open Mondays from 2:00 to 6:00 
p.m., Wednesdays from 10:00 
am. to 7:30 p.m., and Saturdays 
from 10:00 am. to 3:30 p.m. 
For more information drop by 28 
Church Street or call 648-5402. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 

December 9, 2010 

Santa Claus enchanted young and old alike, including Ella (lower 
right)from Gill at the Montague Business Assodation'.r annual holiday 

tree lighting S undqy at Peskeompskut park in Turners Falls. 

1.'.Jltstoric '.Briage jacts I 
PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from the Gill-Montague Bridge 
dedication booklet, published for the ribbon cutting ceremonies that took place on 
Saturday, September 10th, 1938. 

• The total overall length of the bridge is 2250 feet. 

• The roadbed is SO-feet wide, and the sidewalk is 5 1/2 feet 
in width. More bridge fads next week! 

This Month at Great Falls Discovery Center 
The Outdoor Skills Workshop 

series continues on Saturday, 
December 11th from 1:00 to 2:00 
p.m. with an hour long explo­
ration of compasses and finding 
your way in the woods. Pre-regis­
tration is required. Dress for 

indoor and outdoor activity. 
Compasses will be available but 
bring your own if you have one. 

Council On Aging Film Series Double Bill 

On Saturday, December 18th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., find 
out what you can do with 
pinecones, sticks, acorns and 
other mate1'ials found in nature. 
This program is designed for 
families with children five- to 
twelve-years old. By Doug Dawson - The Wendell 

COA Film Series continues on 
Sunday, December 12th, with 
Waking Ned Devine, a quirky 
and channing comedy set in a 
small Irish village, one of whose 
inllabitants has died upon learn­
ing that he has won the national 
lottery. Because Ned has no rel­
atives ( or does he?), the money 
will have to go back to the lot­
tery for the next jackpot. Some 
of his fellow villagers feel "Ned 
would want us to have it," and 
set about with a scheme to col­
lect the money for the village. 
Waking Ned Devine (1998, rated 

PG, 91 minutes), a film about 
love, greed, friendship, and the 
smell of pigs, will be shown at 
the Wendell Free Libraiy imme­
diately following Green Seen: 
the Documentary. Earlier this 
year, one of the largest and most 
successful mail art shows of 
2010 was held at our own 
Wendell Free Libra1y. Green 
Seen: the Documentary features 
inte1views with several Wendell 
aitists involved in the project as 
well as activities at the libraiy, 
the post office, and elsewhere. 
Green Seen (22 minutes) will be 
shown at 7:00 pm. In the event 

of inclement weather, call (978) 
544-7762 between 5:00 pm. 
and 6:30 p.m. the day of the 
show to see if it has been can­
celled. 

Leverett Flu Clinic 
The flu clinic is free for all 

Leverett residents. First come, 
first se1ved. Wednesday, 
December 15th, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m., 
Leverett Town Hall. Sponsored 
by the Conummity Health 
Center of Franklin Cotmty. Call 
the Leverett Cotmcil On Aging 
at 548-1022, extension 5 for 
more information. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - December 13th • December 17th 
GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through Friday 
at Noon. Meal reservations 
must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 am. The 
meal site manager is Keny 
Togneri. Concil on Aging 
Director is Robe1ta Potter. All 
fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. 
Vohmtary donations are accept­
ed. For more information, to 
make meal rese1vations, or to 
sign up for programs call (413) 
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine. 

Monday, December 13th 
9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, December 14th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
10:30 am. Yoga 
12:45 COA Meeting 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, December 15th 
9:00 a.m. Foot clinic by 
appointment 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Afternoon SHINE by appoint­
ment 
Thursday, December 16th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
1:00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, December 17th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 
1:00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Eivingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. For information and 
rese1vations, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at ( 413) 
423-3308. Mealsite Manager is 
Jim Saracino. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 a.m., with reservations 
24 hours in advance. 
Transportation can be provided 
for meals, shopping, or medical 

necessity. Please call the Senior 
Center at (413) 423-3308 to 
find out when the next flu clin­
ic will be held. 

Monday, December 13th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, December 14th 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, December 15th 
8:45 am. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, December 16th 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
Friday, December 17th 
9:00 am. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Ltmch - Call the 
center for details 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 978-
544-6760 for hours and upcom­
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

For more info1mation or to 
pre-register, call (413) 863-3221, 
greatfallsma.org. The GFDC is 
open 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students Of the week 

Grade 6 
Gabrielle Arzuaga 
Alison McKenna 

Grade 7 
Devan Rivera 

Grade 8 
Brandon Camara 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILEDBYDONCLEGG 
Once again you can make a much 
needed donation to the Western 
Mass Food Bank any and every 
time you shop at the Wendell 
Country Store. Wendell resi­
dents receive many benefits from 
the Food Bank every month. So, 
next time you drop in for a coffee 
or other purchases, please 
remember to ask the cashier to 
add a $1, $5 or $10 donation to 
your total. It's that easy! Owners 
Patti and Vic Scutari thank you 
on behalf of all those in need. 

Poet's Seat Health Care 
Center, located at 359 High 
Street in Greenfield, is holding a 
special community pancake 
breakfast on Saturday, December 
11th from 8:00 to 10:00 am. 
Bring the kids and grandkids for 
picture taking with Santa. The 
cost for the breakfast is $5 for 
adults, $3 for chilch·en, or free 
when you bring a gift for the 
Salvation Almy's Adopt-A­
Family program No charge for 
residents and their families. 

The Mid-Week Music Holiday 
Conceit Series on Wednesday, 
December 15th, from 12:15 pm. 
to 12:45 p.m. features the 
Greenfield High School Select 
Choms, directed by Paul Cakari. 
Profits are donated to the 
Recorder t Warm the Children 
fond. Performance at All Souls 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
www.uugreenfield.org, located at 
399 Main Street (comer of Main 
& Hope) in Greenfield. 

The Comical Myste1y Tour of 
Western Massachusett fonch·ais­
ing perfoimance of An HMO 
Blue Christmas will be held on 
Saturday, December 11th, start­
ing at 6:00 pm. at the Montague 
Elks, on L Street in Turners Falls. 
The show will benefit the Relay 
for Life Team Eclectics and the 
Elks. Call 413-774-9844 (or the 
Elks Lodge at 413-863-2521) for 
ticket reseivations. 

A benefit for Amy Roberts­
Crawford will be held on 

Sunday, December 12th, starting 
at 8:00 pm. at Winterland on 
Hope Street in Greenfield. 
Robe1ts-Crawford, a single moth­
er with three chilch·en with 
Christmas just around the comer, 
was in a teirible car accident on 
November 13th, which caused 
muscular injmy to her hands. She 
plays piano and keyboard for a 
living, and is unable to play until 
fmther notice from her doctor and 
physical therapist. 

Robe1ts-Crawford has se1ved 
as a valuable musical director for 
AI·ena Civic Theatre, the Countiy 
Players and other area ti·oupes. A 
superb musician and vocal coach, 
Robeits-Crawford has enter­
tained thousands throughout the 
Valley. Shining Star Karaoke 
and Ruby's Complaint are gener­
ously donating ente1tainment for 
Sunday's event. 

The Dance of the Snow 
Queen, a community solstice 
puppet show with numerous 
dancers, musicians and perform­
ers, with a special appearance by 
belly dancer Attar and her 
ti·oupe, will held at the Montague 
Grange on Friday, December 
10th, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. 

Proceeds from this event will 
help sustain Eve Christoph's chil­
dren's programs at the Grange, 
specifically her ait and nature 
winter break c.amp, which runs 
from December 27th through 
31st, 9:30 am. - 3:00 p.m., at the 
Grange. For more infoimation, 
call Eve at (413) 625-8275. 

The Montague Grange will 
also host a Make-it-Yomselffam­
ily craft fair on Sunday, 
December 12th, from 10:00 am. 
to 3:00 pm. Affordable crafting 
activities for all ages will be 
offered. Make some great gifts! 
Lunch, warm ch-inks and baked 
goods for sale, with proceeds to 
benefit the Grange's building 
fund. For more info: 367-9608. 
Send items for local briefs to: 
reporter-local@montague­
ma.net 
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- First Snow of the Season-
BY JAN ATAMIAN 
LAKE PLEASANT - I love the 
feeling that peimeates the soul, 
upon seeing the first winter 
snowfall. Pulling back the lace 
curtain that shrouds the bay win­
dow, I peer out into nightfall and 
the lone bright light of a sti·eet 
lamp. The wind is howling, 
swirling gusts of snow around a 
frosted dome. Happy to watch 
in silence, my old friend the 
street lamp is piling up ch·ifts 
while I absorb the warmth from 
a wood stove. 

In the morning, everything is 
still while a sleeping white blan­
ket spreads out 
for the eye to 
see, appearing 
softer than 
rabbit's fur. 
My house 
rises up like a 
pink pepper­
mint, elegant­
ly sunotmded 
in snow. I am 
content to 
slow down in 
storm time, 
waiting for the 
town plow. It 
won't be by 
for homs, I 
know. My little 
village is a 
mere afterthought, seeming to 
be last on the list of priorities. 

Some locals have acquired 
their own plow attachments. 
They speed through the virgin 
snow, spraying white bursts of 
newly formed ciystals into the 
icy morning air. The snow is chy 
and it falls mechanically to one 
side in drifts. I will wait to shov­
el, for now; I sit contented on 
my sofa, picking up my discard­
ed knitting. 

Knit a row, purl a row, count­
ing fifty-seven rows, alternating 
six green, six red. I'm not in the 
mood for this task, so I place the 
ball of yam and needles on the 
glass topped coffee table. 
Beneath the glass float the 
square pieces of the 'sister 
quilt,' calico fabric cut into 
shapes to tell a story, held 
together with tiny stitches. Two 

sisters sit in freshly fallen snow, 
you wearing the red and white 
sti·iped hat with the dangling 
pompom. And look, our smiles 
are missing teeth, but that is of 
no concern, for you are only five 
and I nine. 

I remember the endless 
snowfall, piled high above the 
back door, covering the metal 
milk box where Mom places the 
empty glass bottles. My cat 
daits out to caive a secret ttm­
nel, with only the tip of her 
black tail visible. She creates an 
tmdergrotmd passage. We lie on 
our backs, moving aims and 

legs rapidly up and down, and 
rolling to one side to admire 
imprinted angel wings. 

As the sun rises in the sky 
and the snow is waimed, it has 
begtm to stick. Shovels in hand, 
buried up to our knees, we 
scoop up piles, fonning a large 
white dome, a marvel to be 
sculpted into our very own 
igloo. 

The process takes many 
hours. Our mittens caked with 
snow, we crawl into our hollow 
hide-out, feeling safe and 
secure, and waim from our exer­
tion. We bonow candles from 
the house and carve little ledges 
for them to rest on. Taking cai·e 
to light a match, we place the 
candle in a crevice inside our icy 
abode. We are content to watch 
the melting wax and dancing 
flame in silence as the candle 

grows smaller, while the space 
inside our shelter magically 
grows waimer. 

The tmfinished pieces of the 
sister quilt are encased graceful­
ly tmder glass. In one square, it 
is summeitime, and I'm dump­
ing a bucket of pool water over 
your head. Another square 
shows delicate pieces of fabric 
made into freshly raked piles of 
fallen leaves. 

We vow to keep in touch, 
each crafting an appliqued piece 
for the sister quilt, showing 
snapshots from our childhood. 
Unforttmately, our lives have 

gotten busy 
with work and 
family obliga­
tions and the 
project has 
never been 
completed. 

We keep in 
touch by 
phone, making 
plans for win­
ter vacation, 
remembering 
the happy 
snowy days. 
Now, we are 
teaching our 
daughters to 
carve igloos, 
this time on the 

stany night of Christmas Eve, at 
the edge of a cold mshing river, 
on Tyler Branch Road in 
Enosburg Falls, VT. 

Our igloo stmctt1res are much 
more methodical. We use plastic 
buckets and rectangular shaped 
molds to create bricks of snow, 
stacked into a circular dome. 
Next, candles are brought out 
and we ai·e transported back to 
our youth, or perhaps a primi­
tive stage, tens of thousands of 
years away from our fainilies. 
AI·e we in the AI·ctic Circle, or 
inside a ciystal palace enchanted 
by a snow queen? If transported 
back in time, perhaps we never 
left. 

The lost minutes have 
become years, insignificant in 
our minds, as we listen in 
silence to the tic- tic- ticking of 
our lives. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

:• LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVERTED TO DVD, 

VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Good Dirt F otter9 
Studio ~ 
Open (SH.sdios 

Dec. 1 I th, 12th, I 8th & 19th 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+t}-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte'"9.com 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

«> I• Cotton• Silks • Polyesters • Vinyls • Upholstery Material -

• Quildng Supplies• Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CASH & CHECKS ONLY 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 

/::-?-~ Brian R. San Soucie 
~- Locksmith - C~L 

SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Stri:et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
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A $900 Billion Dilemma 
BY CHUCK COLLINS 
JAMAICA PLAIN - How 
would you spend $900 billion? 
Congress has to decide by the 
end of this month. 

One simple solution would 
be for Congress to extend the 
Bush-era tax cuts for house­
holds with incomes over 
$250,000 for another two years, 
and increase the threshold on 
the estate tax to $5 million. 
Sweeten the deal with a 13 
month extension on unemploy­
ment benefits and a few other 
middle class tax breaks, and 
that would use up the entire 
$900 billion. 

I feel bad for Congress. 
Lawmakers are under a lot of 
pressure to extend these tax 
cuts by New Year's Eve when 
they expire. Of course, it's sim­
ilar to my teenage daughter 
who spent all weekend goofing 
off and was up late on Sunday 
night doing her homework. 
She's feeling pressure, too. 

Congress must decide by 
year's end whether to give 
high-income households an 
extravagant holiday package. 
These are the same fortunate 
people who gave Congress 
those memorable campaign 
contributions in September and 
October. Members of Congress, 
at least those who won their re­
election campaigns, may be 
feeling generous. 

On the other hand, opinion 
polls show that the U.S. public 
strongly supports letting the tax 
cuts for high-income house­
holds expire. We've got a list of 
other priorities, such as fixing 
our infrastrncture, reducing our 
energy bills, and reducing the 
deficit. 

Congress has been putting 
off this decision all year. But it 
shouldn't be that hard. It's the 

choice between put­
ting a "chicken in 

Deer Readers, 

every pot" or putting a Bentley 
in eve1y Wall Street banker's 
garage by extending tax cuts 
for the richest Americans. 

We need a combination of 
paying down the debt and mak­
ing strategic investments that 
will strengthen our economy. 

Such investments could 
include reducing our depend­
ence on foreign oil, retrofitting 
buildings to make them energy 
efficient, and ensuring that our 
children have the skills they 
need to pa1ticipate in the new 
economy. These kinds of 
investments would pay for 
themselves quickly in increased 
productivity and tax revenues 
to pay down debts. 

So, what could we do with 
$900 billion? 

Well, we could build 
138,461 new green schools, at 
the estimated cost of $6.5 mil­
lion per school. These could 
replace energy inefficient 
schools, generate millions of 
jobs in the real economy, and 
create healthy learning environ­
ments for the next generation. 

Or we could weatherize 
eve1y home in the United 
States. The estimated cost of 
retrofitting all of our 129 mil­
lion residential units to geo­
graphically appropriate stan­
dards is $650 billion. This 
would greatly reduce the need 
for imported oil and new power 
plants - and save the people 
who live in those homes bil­
lions of dollars in future energy 
costs. 

You could pay for a 13 
month extension on unemploy­
ment benefits with the spare 
change. 

How about fixing eve1y sub­
standard bridge? The American 
Society of Civil Engineers 
argues we need a 30-year plan 
to fund needed repair, renova­
tion, or construction of our 
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Getting Serious on Deficit Reduction 

nation's deficient bridges. Nine 
hundred billion dollars would 
cover the investment needed for 
the next 52 years. 

We could fund a 'G.I. Bill' 
for the next generation, provid­
ing 18 million college scholar­
ships for eligible grnduating 
seniors. 

Making a bold investment in 
the next generation, like we did 
with the post-World War II gen­
eration, would have enormous 
payback. 

Almost every state in the 
union is facing huge budget 
deficits. The Great Recession 
has taken a hit against state tax 
revenues. A percentage of the 
$900 billion could help 
strapped states maintain essen­
tial services, and employ 
enough police officers, fire 
fighters, and teachers to keep 
their communities safe and con­
stituents educated. 

Congress is truly in a bind. 
Should the nation bonow $900 
billion, primarily to help the 
wealthy? Or should we pay 
down the deficit, extend tmem­
ployment for workers at a time 
when five people are applying 
for each job opening, help our­
selves at the state level, and 
invest in the infrastructure for 
future prosperity? 

Congress is waffling. 
Lawmakers may need our help 
to make a wise decision. 

Chuck Collins, a former res­
ident of Montague, is a resident 
scholar at the Institute for 
Policy Studies. This article first 
appeared in Other Words. 

U.S. Casualties 
in Iraq and 
Afghanistan 
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Missing a Reporter 
I have looked for Joseph 

Parzych's bylines for the past 
several weeks and have been 
disappointed not to find any of 
his a1ticles. I have enjoyed his 
memoirs and have found his 
a1ticles on the bridge re-con­
struction ve1y informative. 

Perhaps he has left for a 
warmer clime. 

Please let him know he is 
missed and I look fo1ward to 
seeing his byline again in the 
near future. 

- Joanne Potee 
Turners Falls 

High Speed Internet, Conservation Development 
Bylaw on Special Town Meeting Warrant 

BY DAVID DETMOLD Another warrant article 
WENDELL - Wendell will would see if the town will vote 
hold a special town meeting in to establish a municipal light­
the town hall on Wednesday, ing plant in order to operate a 
December 15th, at 7:00 p.m. telecommunications system, as 
Among the seven items on the allowed by state law. Approval 
wanant is an article to revise of this measure at this town 
the town's zoning bylaws to meeting and a subsequent town 
adopt the so-called conserva- meeting will allow the town of 
tion development bylaw. Wendell to join with other 

This bylaw, if adopted by underserved communities in 
two thirds majority, would Central and Western 
slow the pace of standard Massachusetts to band together 
'approval not required' build- tmder the Wired West munici­
ing permits for primary pal cooperative to provide high 
dwellings, where sufficient speed internet access to indi­
acreage and road frontage vidual homes in town, or to 
exists, to no more than one take other measures to achieve 
building permit eve1y seven that goal. 
years. At the same time, the The remaining articles seek 
bylaw would allow for more to appropriate $22,000 to 
housing to be developed on replace two furnaces at the fire 
parcels, whether contiguous or department and highway 
non-contiguous, where at least garage; to spend $40,000 to 
75% of the acreage is pe1ma- purchase a new wood chipper 
nently conserved. Housing on for the highway department; 
the developable land would be $7,700 to purchase four sets of 
allowed to be clustered more turnout gear and a cascade sys­
tightly than current zoning tern for the fire department; 
allows; common driveways $9,400 to install gutters and a 
would be permitted for these drainage system at the police 
housing lots. Farming or station and town hall; and 
forestiy or recreational usage $1,000 to pay for the comple­
would be allowed on the con- tion of the town's revised open 
served land. space plan. 

We Welcome Your 
Letters! 

;fffilontagur l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. Please 
email: reporter-poems@mon-
taguema.net for consideration in 
the monthly Poetry Page. Include 
25-word bio. Poems may also be 
posted to Montague Reporter, 58 
4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience necesscny, as a poet. 
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COOP from pg 1 
It all sta1ted in June of 2009, 

when several citizens of North 
Quabbin towns got together to 
talk about the limited availabili­
ty of local foods. Meet theme #1 
of Orange innovation: 'get 
together'. 

"There are a lot of great 
fanns in the area, but no good 
way to get local food. We want­
ed our own venue," said Aimee 
Borezo, coordinator of the 
Coop. Residents of the North 
Quabbin region were driving to 
Greenfield, Brattleboro, or 
Northampton to purchase food 
grown by their neighbors, often 
at high cost, Borezo said. So a 
core committee of seven to ten 
people began to meet weekly. 
After a period of six months 
they had developed a unique 
marketing strategy they felt 
would work best for residents of 
the North Quabbin region, 
which has one of the highest 
pove1ty rates in Massachusetts. 

"We wanted to create some­
thing that was right for our area. 
We tty to keep costs low," 
Borezo said. 

The core group started with a 
distribution model based on a 
traditional CSA share model 
(Community Supported 
Agriculhll'e, where customers 
"buy in" to a fanning operation 
with an upfront payment for 
weekly allocations of produce 
throughout the farm's growing 
season). They tweaked the 
model for affordability. 
Members of the Coop order 
their 'share' on a weekly, 
instead of seasonal basis. And 
there are several share sizes to 
meet different needs for differ­
ent families. 

Then, with weekly orders in 
hand, coordinators tum arotmd 

and purchase what they need 
wholesale from regional grow­
ers. 

"The CSA model worked 
well for us because we didn't 
have to stock products," said 
Borezo. By purchasing only 
what members needed each 
week, the cooperative was able 
to avoid costly waste, and could 
afford to sell produce to cus­
tomers at only 25% above 
wholesale. 

No1th Quabbin Community 
Foods Coop sources as much 
produce as possible from faims 
in the No1th Quabbin region. 
With the goal being to provide 
local foods year round, they 
extend their sourcing radius to 
include fa1ms in the southern 
Pioneer Valley during the winter 
months. 

Grower Adam Zucker, of Isle 
of View Farm in Wendell, who 
was busy selling produce at 
eight different weekly farmer's 
markets this past season, was 
thrilled about the opporhmities 
that a local foods coop created 
for his business. "I think it's so 
cool for so many reasons. It 
makes my job a lot easier. It fills 
a local niche," said Zucker. 

Because he can rely on stable 
sales, and knows exactly what 
he needs to ha1vest for the Coop 
every week, Zucker had more 
time to focus on growing his 
farm. He's even considering 
expanding his season to provide 
for the Coop year rotmd. "(The 
Coop) is pa1t of the reason why 
I've decided to commit to this 
(fa1m) for another five years," 
said Zucker. "I think that eve1y 
town should have one. It makes 
a lot of sense for community, 
nutrition, and economy." 

The Coop also provides 
products such as Dean's Beans 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Coffee from Orange, and cheese 
from Chase Hill Farm in 
Warwick. Even apples from Red 
Apple Farm in Phillipston. 
Members have also had the 
option of participating in a 
monthly bulk foods order, for 
low costs on beans, grains, 
herbs, spices, and ecological 
health and beauty products. 

This month the Coop, which 
is already about 120 members 
strong, will be opening a store­
front on the second floor of the 
Orange Innovation Center (131 
West Main Street - the fo1mer 
Bedroom Facto1y) this 
December, where members and 
non-members alike can pur­
chase bulk items, fresh produce, 
meat, cheese, poult1y, eggs, 
cleaning, health and beauty sup­
plies. The Coop will also offer 
wares made by local a1tists and 
a1tisans. 

And here we find ourselves 
at theme #2 of Orange innova­
tion: 'get creative'. There's a 
synergistic effort between 
a1tists, business owners, grow­
ers and consumers to bring 
downtown Orange to life. Art 
for Life, another local initiative 
cooked up arotmd a table at the 
Millers River Cafe, a popular 
breakfast and lunch spot on the 
town's main intersection, is a 
collaborative effort to make "art 
for the community, and commu­
nity for a1t," said potter and Art 
for Life member Lydia Grey. 

By bringing together the 
North Quabbin Community 
Foods Coop, League of 
Massachusetts Artisans, 
Fostering the Alts and Culture 
Paitnership, Cystic Fibrosis Pals 
and more, Art for Life is taking 
over three vacant storefronts in 
downtown Orange to create a 
place to grow the a1ts. 

"There's so much talent here, 
but when you look at the down­
town it's almost vacant," said 
Jeannie Miller. Miller co-owns 
of the Millers River Cafe and is 
an Alts for Life sponsor. Among 
many things, this multi-use 
space will create, "an oppo1ttmi­
ty for a1tists to have viable retail 
space and at the same time pro­
vide a1t education for the com­
mtmity," Miller said. The win­
dows of the storefronts are 
already filling with a1t from 
established, emerging, and 
yotmger regional aitists. 

This Saturday, December 
11th, Art for Life will host a 
pop-up art sale in a vacant store­
front at 7 L East Main Street. 
Over a dozen local a1tists and 
artisans will be selling afford­
able gifts, and in lieu of a tradi­
tional booth fee will be donating 
their profits to the North 
Quabbin Commtmity Foods 
Coop and local non-profit Cystic 
Fibrosis Pals. 

This event takes buying local 
to a whole new level. Buying 
gifts at this event will not only 
put money into the pockets of 
local artists and aitisans, it will 
sti·engthen a network hoping to 
train the next generation in the 
fine a1ts. Then, with the pro­
ceeds going to the North 
Quabbin Commtmity Foods 
Coop, you'll be getting some 
serious social power with your 
purchases. Ftmds raised are 
guai·anteed to be directly rein­
vested into the local economy. 

After getting the storefront 
up and nmning at the OIC, the 
Coop steering committee's 
long-te1m goal is move to a 
storefront in the middle of 
downtown. But there is no time 
frame for that move as yet. 
"We'd love to strengthen our 

5 

local economy and help other 
business by bringing our traffic 
downtown," said Borezo. 
"We're gradually becoming a 
Coop like you'd see in other 
towns, but we're doing it slow­
ly, without taking out loans." 
Borezo calls this "member driv­
en" growth, which takes us to 
theme #3 of Orange innovation: 
'pace for long-term, sustainable 
growth.' 

The North Quabbin Foods 
Coop is just one sprout in a for­
est of efforts by community 
members to build an enduring 
fotmdation for the commtmity. 
The Coop isn't just about 
strengthening the local food sys­
tem and local culture - it's 
about seeing the tmique 
strengths of the North Quabbin 
region, building commtmity 
ai·otmd them, and developing a 
local, self-susta.ining economic 
base that honors the tiue value 
of this beautifol area. 

Watch out for the Coop's new 
storefront opening later this 
month. It's just another sign of 
renewed growth coming 
to downtown Orange. II 
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NOTES FROM MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 
'Doomsday Budget' in Planning 

Stage for Town Departments 

NOTES FROM Gill SELECTBOARD 
Gill Expects Cash Positive 

Energy Performance Contract 
JANEL NOCKLEBY -
The message from town 
administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio to town 
departments about the 
upcoming fiscal year is: 
prepare for the worst 
before hoping for the best. 

Abbondanzio is meet­
ing with each department 
over the next several days 
to assess the budget possi­
bilities for Montague, 
given that both the town 
and the state have stmctur­
al deficits. 

"We need to reduce our 
dependence on reserves," 
said Abbondanzio. 

The capital improve­
ments committee plans to 
look at all of the town's 
facilities in order to create 
a six year capital needs 
budget. The finance com­
mittee will begin delibera­
tions on the FY ' 12 budget 
next week. The town's 
preliminary operating 
budget is due on 
December 29th, and the 
capital budget is due 
Janua1y 20th. 

Fiscal projections based 
on state deficits will 
require the town to create 
two budget scenarios, 
Abbondanzio cautioned: 
one to maintain depart­
ments at the cunent level 
of services and one with a 
ten percent reduction from 

cunent spending. 
Abbondanzio reported 

there is a $2.1 billion state 
budget gap, which will 
impact local governments, 
unless that gap becomes 
smaller through additional 
( and unlooked for) federal 
stimulus. 

The town administrator 
said Montague had been 
forced to allocate 
$172,255 from reserves to 
meet capital expenses this 
year, and will be asked to 
take another $171,281 
from stabilization to fund 
the school budget compro­
mise at a special town 
meeting on Janua1y 6th, 
2011. At that point, the 
town will have $685,941 
remaining in rese1ves. 

If Montague continues 
to spend reserves at an 
amotmt close to what it 
committed to the budget 
this year, those rese1ves 
will be gone entirely by 
FY'13. 

Abbondanzio said he is 
preparing "a doomsday 
scenario," inte1viewing 
each town department 
about possible cuts in the 
20% range for FY'l3, if 
the budget picture does not 
improve before then. 

"What if we had to go 
cold turkey?" Abbondonz­
io speculated, refening to 
the town using up its 

dwindling rese1ves. 
In other news, the Shea 

Theater asked for, and 
received, three liquor 
licenses for fuhll'e 
Comedy at the Shea per­
fo1mances (December 
31st, March 5th, and April 
2nd). Suzanne Davis, pres­
ident of the Shea's board 
of directors, also repo1ted 
the Shea is doing well. 
"We're operating a little 
bit in the black," for a sec­
ond year, said Davis. 

The board is planning 
to start a resident Shea 
Theater Company, other 
companies are planning 
perfo1mances next sum­
mer, and recent 
PowerTown music per­
fo1mances have been ve1y 
successful, Davis said. 
Valley Idol contestants 
come from as far as 
Springfield to pa1ticipate 
in the Shea's annual 
karaoke contest and 
fundraiser, Davis said. The 
Shea will also be host a 
craft fair in Peskeompskut 
Park on May 14th, 2011 
from 10 am. - 4 p m. 

The Montague parks 
and recreation department 
is planning a snow sculp­
hll'e event on February 
19th from 1:00 - 2:20 p.m. 
Let's hope it snows! Hot 
chocolate and coffee will 
be se1ved. 

Leverett School Committee Discusses Changes at Middle School 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The Leverett ments to the middle school cmriculum 
school committee hosted principal Mike made possible by the passage of the over­
Hayes and assistant principal Betsy ride in Amherst this year, including more 
Dinger of the Amherst Regional Middle offerings in the arts and technical educa­
School and regional school interim super- tion. 
intendent Maria Ge1yk for a general dis- To foster better communication 
cussion about the middle school on between member towns and the district, 
Tuesday night. superintendent Ge1yk said she plans to 

Hayes talked about how the middle rehll'll to a past tradition of holding region­
school's image has at times been por- al school committee meetings at least once 
trayed as too concentrated on the social a year in Pelham, Leverett and 
and emotional development of students, Shutesbmy, arotmd budget season. 
rather than academics. Hayes said his Regional chair Rick Hood has endorsed 
vision is to place social development the idea, which will be brought before the 
efforts in the context of a rigorous aca- committee soon. 
demic program. He described improve- see LEVERETT pg 7 
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DAVID DETMOLD -
The town of Gill is on 
track to realize $11,000 a 
year on average in energy 
savings from perfo1mance 
contracting work at the 
Gill Elementa1y School 
slated to begin soon; and 
the energy savings will 
produce a positive cash 
flow for the town even in 
the first year. 

That was the word on 
Monday from Beth 
Greenblatt, a consultant 
from Beacon Integrating 
Solutions in Boston hired 
to represent the interests of 
the town of Gill, and other 
Franklin County towns 
that have agreed to enter 
into energy pe1fo1mance 
contracts with Siemens 
Building Technologies. 

At annual town meet­
ing this year, Gill voters 
approved bo1rnwing and 
spending up to $430,000 
to pay for energy retrofits 
of town buildings, provid­
ing those costs could be 
covered by energy sav­
ings. Under the terms of 
the energy perfo1mance 
contract, mandated by 
state law, Siemens guaran­
tees the energy savings it 
finds through initial 
investment grade audits of 
town buildings, and the 
towns agree to finance 
upfront costs for the retro­
fits on condition that those 
energy savings will be 
realized to pay for the 
work over the ten or twen­
ty year period of the con­
tract. 

But due to the low 
overall usage of other 
town buildings relative to 
the amount of energy sav­
ing work that would have 
been tmde1taken, there 
was not enough energy 
savings to justify the work 
except at the elementaiy 
school. At the elementaiy 
school, where the town 
has long considered the 
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best means to remove and 
replace an aging boiler, a 
$150,000 state grant will 
help bring down the cost 
of the work, along with 
utility rebates to replace 
inefficient lighting with 
energy saving fixtures. 

Explaining why build­
ings like the town hall, the 
library, the safety complex 
and the Riverside munici­
pal building had been 
eliminated from the per­
fo1mance contract, at least 
in the initial phase, 
Greenblatt told the select­
board, "The project has 
been optimized to ensure 
that on an annual basis 
energy savings coupled 
with grants and rebates 
will be available to pay off 
loans." Taking the $4,000 
cost of bond insurance, 
Greenblatt said, "Even in 
the first year, the project 
will have a positive cash 
flow." 

Greenblatt said it might 
have been possible to 
design a cash positive 
project involving other 
town buildings over the 
course of 20 years, but 
only if the town had been 
willing to experience a 
negative cash flow on the 
overall project in the early 
years. 

Selectboard chair John 
Ward said, "Being rela­
tively new on the select­
board, and having a rela­
tively new energy commis­
sion here, once this energy 
performance contract gets 
off the ground it will be 
good to point to the work 
completed, before we take 
on other projects, even if 
they are cash flow negative 
in the early years." 

Greenblatt estimated 
the total cost of improve­
ments at the elementary 
school - which will 
include removal and 
replacement of the old 
boiler with an efficient 

model, relining the vent 
stack, installing energy 
efficient lighting fixtures, 
an energy management 
control system, and 
improvements to the 
building envelope - will 
cost the town $121,234, 
after subtracting the 
DOER grant and utility 
rebates. 

She said as soon as the 
town signs off on the con­
tract, Siemens would get 
to work. The schedule will 
be complicated by having 
to work around after 
school activities, and the 
boiler replacement will 
wait until the end of the 
heat.ing season. 

In other news, the 
selectboard accepted a 
$7500 annual emergency 
preparedness grant from 
Entergy Ve1mont Yankee. 
Town administrative 
assistant Ray Purington 
said that money would be 
used to train emergency 
personnel, in case the 
town needed to respond to 
an emergency resulting 
from a mishap at the near­
by nuclear plant. 

The select.board 
approved spending 
$12,500 to ftmd Tighe and 
Bond's design work on the 
pump replacement project 
at the Riverside water dis­
trict's pump station. 
Constmction is expected 
to get unde1way by the end 
of spring, 2011. 

Gill will hold a special 
town meeting on 
December 20th, at 6:30 
pm., to decide how to 
spend or save an extra 
$38,121 left over from the 
Gill-Montague school 
budget compromise in 
November. 

Selectboard member 
Ann Banashjoked, "We'll 
all go out caroling after­
wards." Provided the 
meeting gets out early 
enough. 

moo 
We Speaalize In Impossible Deadf,nes! 
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NOTES FROM THE MAHAR REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Orange Loses a Bid for $75,000 School Assessment Refund 
BY KATIE NOLAN - On 
Tuesday, the Mahar regional 
school committee voted six to 
four to deny the town of 
Orange's request for a $75,000 
reduction in its assessment for 
this year's school budget. 

At the last school committee 
meeting, town officials said 
Orange is facing a budget deficit 
of approximately $416,000, and 
asked the committee to return 
approximately $100,000 from 
the school's excess and deficien­
cy (E&D) account to the district 
towns. The E&D account 
receives any surplus or deficit in 
the district's general fund at the 
end of each fiscal year. If the 
money were rehuned, $75,000 
would have gone to Orange and 
the rest to the other towns in the 
region - New Salem, Petersham, 
and Wendell - based on the 
number of sh1dents enrolled 
from each. 

Richard Baldwin, Wendell's 
representative, told the commit­
tee he had consulted the Wendell 
finance committee and the Swift 
River school committee about 
the town of Orange's request for 
a rehnn of ftmds, and heard "a 
unanimous no. Basically, it's 
not OK for any town to go back 
to the school committee after we 
set our budget." 

New Salem representative 
Michael Yohan said, "This is not 
the intent of the money. The 
money is for the school." He 
characterized the formula for 
reimbursement from the E&D 
accotmt as tmfair, because it is 

LEVERETT from pg 6 
Leverett school committee 

(LSC) chair Farshid Hajir raised 
the issue of Amherst forming a 
sh1dy committee to consider 
moving Amherst sixth grades to 
the middle school. He asked 
whether the regional school 
committee would also examine 
expanding the middle school to 
include sixth graders - which 
would have funding and admin­
istrative implications for the 
other towns in the region. Ge1yk 
said that topic is on the regional 
school committee's agenda .. 

based on enrollment, while the 
towns are assessed costs based 
on relative wealth. He added 
that 2011 "is going to be a tough 
year," and said it would not 
make sense to reduce the E&D 
accmmtnow. 

Petersham representative 
Dana Kennan said he had dis­
cussed Orange's request with 
Petersham residents, and fotmd, 
"If you talk to people one on 
one, the majority are opposed." 

Orange representative Paul 
Gervais told the committee 
although there is no precedent 
for a town asking for an assess­
ment reduction late in the fiscal 
year, "This is a very unusual cir­
cumstance, one time only, cata­
strophic for the town." 

At the last school committee 
meeting, in November, Orange 
administrator Richard Kwiat­
kowski explained Orange's 
deficit is a result of closing out 
the trust ftmd associated with its 
fo1mer self-insured health plan 
for town employees. The town 
is changing to traditional premi­
tun-based health insurance, but 
still must pay claims "in the 
pipeline" - incuned before the 
change to traditional insurance. 

"If we have the money, if we 
can help them, let's do it," 
Ge1vais pleaded. 

Asked by Ge1vais about the 
effect assessment reduction 
would have on the next budget, 
superintendent Michael 
Baldassane answered, "It will 
cause us to increase assessments 
next year." Baldassane told the 

Hajir said Leverett residents 
have consistently opposed mov­
ing Leverett's sixth graders to 
the middle school. 

In other news, the LSC 
appointed seven members to the 
newly fo1med Leverett educa­
tion sh1dy committee: Catherine 
Brooks, Sarah Dolven, Janice 
Telfer, school committee mem­
bers Pam Stone and Dawn 
Sacks, Julie Shively from the 
selectboard, and Don Gibavic 
from the finance committee. 
One more community member 
is sought for this committee; 

committee if no unexpected 
costs come up that require the 
district to spend from the E&D 
accotmt this year, the money left 
in it would "go on the revenue 
side and reduce assessments for 
next year." 

Orange representative Peter 
Cross noted there was almost 
$600,000 in the E&D accotmt. 
He recommended rehuning the 
money to Orange. "In a family, 
if I had that much extra money, 
I would not mind giving 15% to 
a family member who needed 
it." 

But this charitable impulse 
did not find favor with all mem­
bers of the regional family. 
Wendell finance committee 
member Jim Slavas said, 
"Voting this reimbursement 
would set a dangerous prece­
dent." He predicted next year 
would see, "an increase in the 
fiscal crunch in Massachusetts 
with less stimulus money." 
Taking the money from the 
E&D accotmt this year "pushes 
the problem into next year," 
Slavas said. He also obse1ved 
Wendell would lose a small 
ammmt of money from an E&D 
accotmt disbursement, because 
of the differing formulas for 
assessing costs to towns and dis­
bursing E&D ftmds to towns. 

After the proposal was voted 
down, Kennan observed, 
"Sometimes you don't like the 
votes you have to take." 
Committee chair Maureen 
Donelan, of Orange, responded, 
"I know. This was hard for 

interested residents please con­
tact farshidhajir@gmail.com. 

The LSC discussed the FY 
'12 school budget, which is 
coming in at $65,703 (3.9%) 
above last year's budget. Hajir 
said the increase stems from the 
loss of about $24,000 in rev­
enues, due to lower school 
choice enrollment and the loss 
of one time federal stimulus 
money, and increases in line 
items for maintenance and sup­
plies, which have been cut fre­
quently in recent years. 

The Leverett elementary 

eve1yone." Orange selectboard 
vice chair Robert Andrews told 
the committee even though he 
was not happy with the vote, "I 
commend you. That's democra­
cy; that's how it is." 

BaldassaITe told the commit­
tee environmental consultant 
GZA has submitted the six­
month inspection report for the 
dam at the school pond and was 
recommending an engineered 
breaching of the dam. The pre­
liminary cost estimate for the 
dam breach is $333,000. 

According to BaldassaITe, 
this is less than the cost of long­
te1m repair of the dam. He said 
he will be meeting with GZA in 
January, prior to bringing the 
consultant to the Februa1y 
school committee meeting for a 
presentation on the dam project. 

Kennan observed that only 
$250,000 had been approved for 
the project. 

BaldassaITe said the district 
would apply for grants to help 
bring down the cost of breach­
ing the dam, and that representa­
tive Chris Donelan (D-Orange) 
had contacted state agencies 
asking for pe1mit fees to be 
waived. 

The committee voted unani­
mously to recommend consoli­
dating the Orange Elementa1y 
School, Petersham Central 
School, and Ralph C. Mahar 
central administrative offices 
and to recommend three-year 
contracts, until Jtme 2014, for 
the superintendent and assistant 
superintendent. The Swift 

school has been invited to fill 
out an application for the state's 
Green Repair program for the 
planned replacement of sections 
of the elementary school roof 
and windows in the gymnasium. 
All school districts that put in a 
request were invited to apply for 
the state program; Leverett 
received notification of a site 
visit in the near fuhire. 

The LSC voted tmanimously 
to pursue the grant opporhrnity, 
which would reimburse the cost 
of roof and window repairs at 
the rate of 51.42%. 

River Elementary School (New 
Salem and Wendell) central 
administrative office remains in 
Union 28. 

Baldassarre gave the com­
mittee an update on the school's 
electricity contract. Based on 
an automatic renewal clause in 
its 2004 electricity contract, 
Mahar has been charged 13.8 
cents per kilowatt hour since 
January of 2009. Mahar is 
suing the supplier, New 
England Energy 
Partners/Cons tell a ti on 
NewEnergy, saying the auto­
matic renewal was invalid 
because Mahar was not notified 
properly. 

The supplier recently offered 
the district a cost of 12.6 cents 
per kilowatt-hour if the contract 
is extended to 2016. 

BaldassaITe said the renewed 
contract is invalid and therefore 
couldn't be extended and that 
"12.6 cents is still not reflective 
of the market." He said Mahar 
would continue to tly to get a 
preliminary injtmction against 
the supplier's rate 

hike. II 
~~~~~ 

Ripley 
Christmas Tree 

Farm 
11 West Chestnut Hill Road Montague 

Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(413) 367-2031 

Cost estimates for that proj­
ect were not available at press 
time. 

Hajir said, "We will be work­
ing with the administration and 
selectboard to complete the 
grant application process and 
look fo1ward to being in the 
competition." 

This article was compiled 
through interviews with 
Leverett school committee chair 
Farshid Hajir following the 
meeting. D 
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Scenes from a Laundromat 
Suzee's Sixth Annual Lost and Found 
Fashion Show was held Saturday, 
December 4th on 3rd Street in Turners, 
leaving All tongue Tide, til the Cheer 
went up: Fab! Dynamo! Wisk! 

(Next year - the Seventh Generation) 

M. C. Furry McNuggets looked 
smashing in a Sarah Pruitt 

Mqylea Spence and Gabriella Gibbons wear couture by Sarah Pruitt 

Chad Odwaz'!Y 
in a smokin'Jacket 
by Rary Teumim & 
Hannah Fuller-Boswell 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
•Fullar 
APatlo 

.... , .... _ 
21 ■--GII. 

41MJS-!5JO 

Mojie Crigler turned heads in an ryepopping outfit by 
Rary Teumim & Hannah Fuller-Bos111ell 

Laura Herbert set the place on fire 
in an Anne Harding-Matt R.ogmvski 
original 

Anja Schutz in a one-of a-kind Anja S chut-z. 

woodfired pizzeria PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 
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Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

Frozen Turkeys 
available for the Holidays 

1J1ia:ni. yuu for 
supporting local fa1ms. 

Farmstand Hom·s: 
6 Days a Week 6 a m.-5 p m. 

Closed Sunday 

Call: 978-544-3806 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc . 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 
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BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
ISTANBUL Today is 
December 7th; D-Day. I've been 
in Istanbul six weeks and two 
days, and in another six days I'll 
be home for the holidays. There 
is no place like it. 

dear to both Turks and Greeks 
and the Western world. Our 
excitement at getting to see this 
epic place prompted us to reread 
The Iliad (Robe1t Fitzgerald 
translation) so as to "see" 
(restore) the fallen stones and pil­
lars before us. 

The vast plain of Ilion needed 
no literary assistai1ce. One could 
easily see the black Achaian ships 
beached along the distant shore 
and imagine the 55,000 mai1 
Greek a1my preparing for battle, 
while the Trojans, led by Hector, 
rode out of the Dardaniai1 Gate 
on the east in gleaming chariots, 
some 50,000 strong. 
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Far from Turners Falls, I have 
been walking through old places 
and times, through lost human 
stories and national epics, the loss 
of empire and the beginning of a 
modem nation, and into the evi­
dence eve1ywhere of the ongoing 
remarkable strengths and persist­
ent shortcomings of human 
effo1ts at creating a human com­
munity. Just before 
Thanksgiving, Chris and I ven­
tured out of Istanbul to the south 
coast to visit Troy, site of the 
Trojan War. 

I remember being shocked to 
learn yeai·s ago that the average 
size of men in the time of Troy 
was about five feet tall. The rem­
nants of their buildings ai1d heft 
of materials such as marble and 

Chris Smryer-Laucano (in window) visits a replica of Ot!Jsseus' sneak attack masterwork, in modern-dqy Trqy. 

Celebrated by Homer in his 
epic poem The Iliad, it is a site 

Cats atTrqy 

From the Iliad - Fitzgerald Translation 

"Shame,shame,you pack of dogs,you on!J 
looked we!L 

What has become of all our fighting words, 
all that brave talk I heard from you in 

Lemnos, 
when you were feasting 011 thick beef and 

drinking 
bowls a-brim with wim? Thm every man 
co11ld take on Trojans ~ the h1111drtd! Now 

stone 
much 
f 0 

suggest 
larger 
k 

Archeological 
works, begun in 
the 19th centmy 
most famously 
by Heinrich 
Schliemaim, ai·e 
still ongoing. 
The mai1 peer­
ing out of the 
Trojai1 Horse is 
not Achilles, 
but my hus­
bai1d, Chris. 

From Troy 
we ventured 
farther south 
along the 
Aegean coast to 
Assos, a gray 

we art 110 match for one of them, for 
Hekt,;r. 

He will set 011r black ships afire, and soon. 
0 Father Zms, what great prince before this 
have )'Ott so blinded in disastrous fol!); 
laking his gmry and his pride away? And 

yet 
no altar of yo11rs did I pass i?J, not om, 
in my mad ~•age this way in the ships. 
On every one I burned thigh flesh and fat, 
in hope lo lake walled T ~ l?J st,;rm. Ah, 

stone town high up on a hill 
where eve1y house is made of 
square-cut stone and all the 
streets ai·e cobbled in small 
blocks of hard gray stone. At the 
highest point in Assos is the tem­
ple of Athena, dating from circa 
530 BC. Much of the excavation 
here was done by American 
ai·cheologists from Boston, and 
their finds are pa1t of the 
Museum of Fine Alts in Boston. 

The view from here is spectac­
ular; you can see all the way to 
the Isle of Lesbos, seven miles 
away, as well as fai· into the east­
em distance. Assos, fo1merly a 
Greek town, became Turkish dur­
ing the relocation of the minori­
ties in 1923, when Greeks were 
sent back to Greece and Turks in 
Greece were retm11ed to Turkey. 

Because of the numbers of 
people travelling back to 
Istai1bul, we cannot get a bus --

Zms! 
Grant me this boon: kt us at least 
escape the worst: do not allow the Trojans 
t,; crush the Akhaians as it stems thry will!" 

The father 011 Ida pitied the weeping man 
and nodded; his main army sho11ld be saved 
And Zeus that instant launched above the 

field 
the most portenlo11s of all birds, an eagle, 
pinning in its ta/om a tender faW11. 

all seats ai·e sold. We decide to 
take a combi to the coastal town 
ofBandinna, where we cai1 get a 
feny back to the city. In Turkey 
all small towns operate a combi, 
or van transpo1tation system, to 
move folks from one small town 
to another. These constitute 
affordable and efficient meai1s of 
local transp01tation. In Bandi1ma 
we leai11 the feny too is sold out 
until the next evening. 

So we visit Bandiima. It is 
mainly an industrial town, boast­
ing both a Ford plant and a Fiat 
plant. The town looks prosperous 
with new pedestrian shopping 
streets in the downtown, and a 

beautiful large central plaza made 
of ten-azzo tile Gust like in our 
police station!). The plaza is bor­
dered on one side by the sea and 
harbor, and on the other by cafes 
and restaurants. We get a beer iI1 
one cafe and sit outside, though 
the air is chilly. The waiter con­
siderately offers me a jacket to 
put over my shoulders. 

Back in Istai1bul, we are greet­
ed at our door by a persistent 
orange tabby cat who has con­
vinced us to add cat food to our 
shopping list. In Turkey, cats mle. 
There are nice dogs here, but 
most of them have to work for a 
living guarding small shops. 
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SK8 Park from pg 1 
$17,500 on design plans for the 
park out of program income 
funds. On the second of two 
public design hearings, the final 
plans (see schema at upper 
right) were tmveiled on July 
29th of 2010. 

But the price tag, originally 
ballparked at about $350,000, 
had grown to almost half a mil­
lion dollars, due in large part to 
the difficulty of dealing with the 
high water table at Unity Park. 
So the parks and recreation 
commission sent Berkshire 
Design architect Peter Wells 
back to the drawing board to try 

.. . 

We ate now taking 
otc\ets fot the 
Holictax Season 

*** 
Otc\eting ctea,tline is 

Tues4ay, 
Decem bet 21st 

I *** ! Bakety doses at 3p.m. 
: Chtistmas Eve 
• *** 

69 2nc:\ Stteet 
863-4455 

• •• ''3Kffl'l:1' •• 'l'llH(' ••• 'l!Otffllfttree· 

spokesperson Brian Dolan said 
he believes the town can shave 
an extra $27,336 off those esti­
mates, by subtracting site work 
features like bleachers, trees, 
and benches, reducing the 
amotmt of paved walkways, and 
other cost saving adjustments to 
the design. If the skate park 
committee can find a contractor 
to donate fill and trucking (per­
haps in conjtmction with a near­
by construction project), that 
would save an additional 
$15,000, Dolan said. In 2002, 
the town of Fitchburg built a 
skate park where the fill was 
entirely donated, Dolan said. 

By the end of this week, 
Montague plans to re-apply for 
$597,000 in Commtmity 
Development Block Grant fund­
ing for the first phase of planned 
improvements to Unity Park. 
The town na1rnwly missed get­
ting approved for Phase I Unity 
Park improvements this year, 
when a low score on an accom­
panying $50,000 grant for the 
Montague Catholic Social 
Ministries dragged down the 
overall score for the 2010 
CDBG grant, the second time in 
three years Montague has failed 
to win a CDBG grant. CDBG 
grants are offer one of the few 
regular infusions of discre­
tionary federal ftmds to towns 
like Montague; those funds 
must be directed toward meet­
ing demonstrated needs of low 
to moderate income groups, or 
removing slums and blight. 

By this time next year, the 
town hopes to have secured 

~t clear Choi 
-4.0 It,µ ~~ 
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REPLACEMENT 
WffiDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
F'ree Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. contractor Reg.# 107141 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

funding for the first phase of 
Unity Park improvements - to 
include playground and parking 
lot and accessibility improve­
ments - and to apply for 
$460,000 in CDBG funds for 
the second phase of Unity Park 
improvements. The second 
phase of improvements - not 
including any money for the 
proposed skate park - would 
feature improved ball fields, a 
volleyball comt, a commtmity 
garden area, additional parking, 
signage, a walkway arotmd the 
entire park and new fencing. 

Town planner Walter 
Ramsey, present at the 
December 2nd hearing, noted 
the town of Montague would 
qualify for up to 70% reim­
bursement up to $500,000 if it 
applied for a Massachusetts 
Parkland Acquisitions and 
Renovations for Communities 
grant to build the skate park. 

If the town decides to apply 
for a state PARC grant and is 
successful, the Franklin County 
Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Agency's Bruce 
Hunter said Montague may be 
able to apply some aspects of 
the federal CDBG grant for 
Unity Park improvements -
specifically the money spent on 
tearing up the asphalt on 
Williams Way - and perhaps the 
program income money already 
spent on designing the skate 
park - towards meeting the 
town's 30% local match. 

Hunter has told the select­
board on more than one occa­
sion that the skate park would 

be a strong component of any 
CDBG grant for Unity Park 
improvements, due to the 
demonstrated support for the 
project from htmdreds of peti­
tion signers, survey respon­
dents, and hearing attendees, to 
say nothing of the decade or 
more of fundraising and work 
party effo1ts on the part of the 
skate park committee and area 
yotmg people. 

John Hanold, finance com­
mittee chair and Precinct 5 town 
meeting member, in a letter to 
the parks and recreation com­
mission, said, ''The history of 
enthusiasm and use for a skate 
park parallels the support for 
pre-school and team spo1ts serv­
ices [at Unity Park], and the 
skate park should continue to be 
part of the overall project. Like 
the other programs of 
Montague's parks and recre­
ation depaitment, the skate park 
will attract users from all vil­
lages of Montague in addition to 
drawing users from other towns. 
I hope you will retain this pa1t 
of the planned scope in any 
Unity Park improvement plan 
under consideration." 

Dolan, of the skate park com­
mittee, told the hearing, "I've 
been wracking my brain how to 
get the cost to where it would be 
palatable to everybody." He 
stressed that the cmTent design, 
the product of numerous hear­
ings, had gained a great deal of 
buy-in from the skaters in town, 
who held a rally last month on 
the site of the proposed park, 
and from the skate park com-

HIGHUGffl FROM THE Gill POUGE lOG 
Suspicious Activity Investigated, Trespassing 

Monday, 11/29 Street address. inside building and vehi-

12:IO p.m. Motor vehi- 6:21 p.m. Assisted Main des. Investigated same. 
cle accident on French Road resident with juve- 9:10 p.m. Lost dog 
King Highway. Power nile issues. recovered on Mount 

lines down. 9:41 p.m. Assisted Hermon campus. 
4:48 p.m. Domestic vio- Northfield police with Saturday, 12/4 
lence alarm on Myrtle disturbance on Main 8:20 p.m. Disturbance 
Street. Street. in vehicle investigated at 
Wednesday, 12/l Friday, 12/3 Main Road and West 
6:04 p.m. Tree on wires 7:40 p.m. Assisted Gill Road. 

on Barney Hale Road. Northfield police with Monday, 12/6 
Responded with fue disturbance on Main 5:30 p.m. Hunting com-
department. Street. plaint on French King 
Thunday, 12/2 8:31 p.m. Suspicious Highway, trespassers. 

5:31 p.m. Trespass order person observed at Main 
served at station for Oak Road business, looking 
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mittee as a whole. "Eve1ybody's 
pretty thrilled with this basic 
design - it's pretty brilliant," 
Dolan said. 

"Overwhelmingly, people are 
in favor of this design," added 
Ellen Spring, another skate park 
committee spokesperson. (To go 
to the official design website 
and comment on the Unity 
Skate Park design, see: 
www.pillardesignstudios.com 
and click on the services tab, log 
in with the word tumersfalls and 
the password skatepark.) 

Wells said he had spent about 
$9,000 of the $18,000 allocated 
for design to draw up the plans. 

Parks and recreation director 
Brian Dobosz, in the absence of 
a quorum of the entire commis­
sion, told the skate park com­
mittee and Wells that the plans 
would be "on hold," until the 
commission can meet again to 
review the final design. That 
meeting will likely take place 
sometime in Januaiy. He said at 
that time the commission would 
either approve the plans, or ask 
Wells to go back for a redesign. 

"What would be the reason to 
go back and redesign?" asked 
Precinct 5 town meeting mem­
ber Suzette Snow-Cobb. 

Dobosz said, "If we went 
back to a redesign, it would be 
to bring the costs way down," 
presumably by cutting down the 
square footage of the skate park. 

Wells said it might be possi­
ble to build the skate park in 
stages, to save initial costs. But 
he pointed out there would be 
additional costs incurred by 
bringing contractors back to 
town to build a second phase of 
the skate park. 

Dolan said his committee 
will be active in fundraising in 
the months to come, and hopes 
to apply for up to $25,000 from 
the Tony Hawk fotmdation, in a 
ftuther effo1t to bring the cost of 
the final project down. 

To find out more about win­
ter skate park trips and activi­
ties, to donate or help out in any 
way with the skate pai·k com­
mittee's efforts, search for Great 
Falls Skate Park on facebook. 

u 
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ZEN from pg 1 
meditation programs, street wit­
nesses with the homeless, pil­
gi·images to Auschwitz, peace 
circles in international war 
zones and the like. 

The news emerged from 
communication between staff 
and participants in several pro­
grams headquartered at the 
property, and was confumed in 
recent days by members of the 
Peacemakers board and staff. 

Word came as early as 
October 29th from Karen 
Werner, the director of the pop­
ular Montague Fa1m Cafe, a 
soup kitchen centered at the 
Ripley Road prope1ty (see MR 
IX#4: Montague Farm Cafe 
Provides many Forms of 
Nourishment), that financial 
support had "dried up," and her 
position eliminated. 

An email sent in mid­
November, signed by the seven 
stewards of the Montague Farm 
Zendo - the center's worship­
ing community - said more: 
that the property itself"has been 
financially burdensome and 
unsustainable for the organiza­
tion." 

The progi·ams aren't neces­
sarily tied to the physical facili­
ty, though. This week, in an 
email, Steve Kanji Ruhl, Zen 
Peacemaker's director, offered 
words of reassurance. "We'll be 
continuing the programs -
including our innovative and 
popular Cafe, which serves free, 
healthy meals to local people in 
need - in other Franklin County 
venues." 

Ruhl emphasized, "All com­
mitments to persons or vendors 
who have provided goods and 
services will be honored. The 
austerities now in place make it 
possible to pay the bills while 
seeking a new shape for the 
organization in the future." 

In a telephone call, board 
secretary and zendo leader, 
Sensei Eve Myonen Marko said 
she and others are currently 
"working on figuring out what 
we are going to do, where we 
are going to meet." 

Zen Peacemakers' mission is 
"to alleviate suffering" through 
"holistic social service proj-

ects," promotion of socially 
engaged Buddhism, and training 
new generations in "service as 
Zen practice." The Ripley Road 
prope1ty was intended to se1ve 
as a world center for engaged 
Buddhism. The zen center in 
Montague was first and fore­
most a product of the vision of 
Bernie Glassman, an interna­
tionally known leader of 
American Zen Buddhism, who 
se1ved as the abbott of the Zen 
Commtmity of New York in 
Riverdale for 16 years before 
founding the Grayston Bakery 
and Foundation in 1982 to 
employ, house, provide AIDS 
care and childcare for homeless 
people in Yonkers, NY. 

Chris Queen, a Wendell resi­
dent and member of the Zen 
Peacemakers board, confumed 
that, even as this next phase 
unfolds, the organization "is 
committed to serving the com­
munity as a non-profit," 
although he wryly commented 
the organization may have taken 
the concept of non-profit a little 
too far in this phase of its work. 
Queen, a longtime Buddhist 
scholar and author of several 
books on the subject of engaged 
Buddhism, said the board "has 
made a fum commitment" that 
the Fa1m Cafe and the Farm 
Zendo will continue, "possibly 
in rental space in the area, per­
haps in Montague." 

"Costs have exceeded 
income from progi·ams," Queen 
explained. He listed "the costs 
of mnning the facility and the 
effo1t to make it a conference 
center, education center and 
retreat center," which entailed 
"the upgrading of the old cow 
ham." That effort, that began in 
2003 and was completed the fol­
lowing year, cost $1.1 million, 
according to earlier repo1ts. "It's 
now a beautiful space for meet­
ings in ruts and zen practice," 
Queen said. "Nearly all reli­
gions have used it as space for 
meditation and worship." 

For a lru·ge, beautiful stmc­
ture like the renovated brun -
with its formal entrance, re­
engineered stmcture of huge 
chestnut beams, large windows 
and bamboo floor - to be pa1t 
of a Buddhist undertaking 
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Queen called "anomalous." He 
considers the edifice as pa1t of 
the organization's "aspiration to 
be a destination." He said the 
Maezumi Institute, the arm of 
Zen Peacemakers that taught 
socially engaged Buddhism, 
needed a facility, but said 
"maybe to stabilize that old 
building took more money than 
anticipated." 

Queen insisted "the spirit of 
the organization was always 
focused on the progi·ams and not 
on the display," and gave his 
experience as a volunteer during 
the Fa1m Cafe as an example. "I 
was there every week. As a driv­
er, I got to know the parents, 
kids and single adults who came 
for lunch and music, magic 
shows and parades. The food 
and fun were gi·eat. 

"It wasn't just four hours on a 
Sahrrday and $10 of gas; it was 
new friendships and pa1ticipa­
tion in the larger community. 
The summer garden ended, but 
donated food filled the gap. 
More people showed up eve1y 
week, both to vohmteer and to 
enjoy the fellowship. 

"That's the spirit that will 
continue; that transcends the 
prope1ty. I hope it will go on." 

Many long time local people 
say there's a ce1tain spirit asso­
ciated with the property, though, 
one that Zen Peacemakers 
assuredly reflects: to be at an 
edge, experimental, in transi­
tion. Dan Keller, also a Wendell 
resident and member of the for­
mer commtme at the Motnague 
Frum in the late 1960s and early 
70s, said the frumhouse perched 
above a bend in the Sawmill 
River on the border with 
Leverett "was always a center of 
gi·eat flux, with different ideas 
coming together, philosophies, 
now religion. It's been in transi­
tion for the last 50 years. 

"Even as a New England 
farm I guess it was an experi­
ment," he said. "Certainly [it 
was] since 1968, when the 
Liberation New Se1vice, and 
Marshall Bloom, moved there." 

In the Montague farmhouse, 
Marshall Bloom, fleeing fac­
tional strife in New York City, 
set up the Liberation News 
Se1vice, an alternative to the 

Associated Press and United 
Press International that dissemi­
nated hard news of the anti­
Vietnam War movement and 
social feiment bubbling up on 
college campuses and spreading 
across the nation and the world 
at that time. Bloom committed 
suicide neru· Cranberry Pond tin 
1969. 

"A rural fa1m, wood heat," 
Keller mused, recalling the 
headquarters of the countercul­
hrre's short lived tmderground 
press, "it was so1t of contradic­
tory to begin with." The hard­
copy dispatches rolled off "a 
photo offset press named 
Johnny and were sent out by 
mail," to 500 newspapers 
around the countiy. The effort 
died when the ink froze in the 
hard Montague winter. 

"One of the things that came 
out of there," Keller added, 
"was Sam. It was where he 
latmched his gi·eat act of civil 
disobedience, out of political 
convictions that were brewing at 
the Montague Frum." 

Sam Lovejoy felled a weath­
er tower erected on the 
Montague Plains in preparation 
for Northeast Utilities' planned 
construction of a twin reactor 
nuclear power facility. In the 
face of the ensuing opposition to 
commercial nuclear power, 
which spread globally from the 
epicenter in Montague, the reac­
tors on the Montague Plains 
were first shelved, and finally 
cancelled. The Plains became a 
wildlife sanctua1y, and Lovejoy, 
who went on to become a select­
board member in Montague 
(like Keller in Wendell) played a 
key role in negotiating that 
ti·ansaction. 

The old hand-ca1ved sign 
"Better Active Today than 
Radioactive Tomonow" still 
hangs from the renovated dai1y 
barn on Ripley Road. 

What happens next for the 
property may depend in pa1t on 
whether an option held by three 
local people, Tony Mathews of 
Gill, Susan Mareneck of 
Leverett, and Keller himself is 
exercised. Explained Keller, the 
property was owned by "the 
Fellowship of Religious Youth, 
a non-profit set up by Bloom in 
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his will. Because the prope1ty 
was sold at below market value, 
the trust put a right of first 
refusal in the form of a first 
option to buy the property if it 
ever got sold." Keller said the 
option "only lasts a certain 
amount of time, and it requires 
that they notify these three peo­
ple, and we have not been for­
mally notified yet." 

But Lovejoy, who has contin­
ued to play an adviso1y role at 
the Ripley Road property 
through the years, including in 
its present incarnation with the 
Zen Peacemakers, pointed out 
that it will be difficult for these 
old communru·ds to exercise the 
option, since the value of reno­
vations - that $1.1 million bain 
rehab for example - would have 
to be calculated in. An extensive 
geothermal heating system, sep­
tic system, and other improve­
ments to the prope1ty did not 
come cheap. 

Movie actor Jeff Bridges 
once likened the role of acting 
in a movie to the experience of 
working as an individual in the 
wider world. "If you want to get 
anything done ... you must give 
up and be willing to be the fool, 
to take the risk to be totally mis­
interpreted and fall on your ass." 
He said that in a visit to Ripley 
Road in 2006, to inaugurate the 
arts program at the Zen 
Peacemakers. 

Hardly anything that's been 
undertaken at the Montague 
Fa1m has been less than wildly 
ambitious, and hardly anybody 
who's initiated anything there 
has failed to perform a slow 
crash landing onto the derriere -
while managing at the same 
time to seriously create and 
inspire. u 
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Mass Cultural Council funding 
and corporate matching dona­
tions, RiverCulture has brought 
in at least $380,000 to develop 
a1ts and culhrre in the village,. 
That money has had a demon­
strable multiplier effect in the 
community, which has seen new 
startups in the business district, 
and the successful draw of 
events like the annual Avenue A 
block party, joined this year by 
the debut of the Montague 
Soapbox Races and the Franklin 
County Pumpkin Fest (which 
drew a crowd to Avenue A esti­
mated by police at more than 
8,000, roughly equal to the 

THE 

SHADY 
N 

BRFAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
DAILY SPECIALS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOK.ING 

SOUPS & PIES 
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entire population of Montague). 
"What the Turners Falls 

RiverCulture project has done is 
to really transfo1m the image of 
the place, so that people want to 
come here and people who live 
here are proud of it," She1man 
said. 

Davol has done that not only 
by aggressively marketing 
Turners Falls on local media and 
sending out electronic newslet­
ters detailing cultural events 
each week to fans and followers, 
but also by sponsoring and 
funding everything from 
brochures offering self-guided 
historical walking tours and 
geology tours of the village, to 
public art pieces that double as 
bulletin boards along the bike 
path and on the main drag. 

Davol has helped with mar­
keting brochures for the Shea 
Theater, successfully lobbied 

Psychic Fair 
The National Spirirual Alliance 
will sponsor a Psychic Fair 
Sahrrday, December 18th, from 
11 am. to 4 p.m. at Thompson 
Temple across from the Post 
Office in Lake Pleasant. A la 
ca1te hmcheon se1ved. 

For more info1mation about 
the event, visit the TNSA inter­
net website (www.thenational­
spiritualallianceinc.org). 
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for directional signage on the create the conditions for eco­
nearby interstate and Route 2, nomic growth to happen. 
talked up the town on cable TV Business people were taking 
and public radio, sought and risks; they were moving to town 
ftmded proposals for an rut path- and setting up businesses here. 
way to the Hill and a solar But the image of the village 
sound box display for down- really lagged behind the reality. 
town pru·ks, and brought the first This was true both for people 
cotmtywide juried fine art show who lived here and people who 
to a downtown galle1y in living were outside the commtmity -
memory. All that, along with the they really had an image of 
major statewide honor of the Turners that was ten years 
Commonwealth Award has behind the times. 
surely boosted the town's pres- "The purpose of 
tige and profile. [Full disclo- RiverCulture was to shift the 
sure, Davol is my domestic part- internal and external image of 
ner, but I would cheer the news what Turners Falls has 
of her awru·d and acknowledge become," She1man said. 
her hard work in earning it Sherman credited town 
regardless.] administrator Frank Abbon-

According to the Mass danzio for his leadership role in 
Cultural Council's website, the upgrading the physical infra­
Commonwealth Awards, pre- structure of the village over the 
sented eve1y two years, "are the last 30 years, and in "recogniz­
state's highest honor in the ruts, ing the positive impact the cre­
humanities, and interpretive sci- ative commtmity could play in 
ences. On Febma1y 9th, 2011 transfo1ming Turners Falls. And 
the MCC will once again honor she credited business owners 
individuals and organizations "who have been here for a long 
that have made extraordina1y time, and never gave up, and 
contributions to the communi- new folks who have invested in 
ties, economy, and quality of Turners." 
life in Massachusetts." Abbondanzio recalled, "Back 

Awards in the catego1y of in 1980, when I first sta1ted 
Creative Commtmity are given working here on economic revi­
"for a city, town, or commtmity- talization, people would tell me 
based organization that has about these big events that used 
demonstrated the central role of to happen in Turners with wall 
arts and culhue in building to wall people on the Avenue, 
healthier, more vital, more liv- and I thought, that must have 
able communities," the MCC been nice, because all we had 
says. then were the bars. The place 

She1man recalled the original was deteriorated. Obviously, it 
spark behind the RiverCulhlre has been a long haul. 
project. "There had been so "I remember a professor of 
much public and private invest- landscape archite.ch1re did a 
ment in infrastmcture in Turners landscape sh1dy of Turners Falls 
Falls, in streets, in landscapes, in 1981, and he said, 'Turners 
buildings and pru·king lots to Falls is a wonderful commtmity. 

Friday, 12/3 
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It's just like a Hollywood set 
between takes: beautiful archi­
techrre, beautiful river, but noth­
ing happening here."' 

Abbondanzio recalled an 
early economic development 
shldy of the village perfo1med 
by Richard Gsottschneider, who 
had worked on redeveloping 
Quincy Market in Boston. "He 
said, 'You can't have tourism 
because there's nothing happen­
ing in Turners Falls.' 

"I'd like to see him say that 
now," Abbondanzio added. 

The town administrator said, 
"It doesn't come as a surprise to 
heru· about the [Commonwealth] 
award. I know the impact 
RiverCulture has had, and I 
know the excellent job Lisa has 
been doing. It's a real feather in 
her cap, and for all of the people 
who have been involved in the 
cultural planning and organizing 
in town. We know the program 
is one of the more popular in the 
state, and it bodes well for get­
ting ftmding from the state for a 
sixth year in a row, a difficult 
thing to do. More impo1tantly, it 
puts the program on the map for 
even more people to find out 
what we're doing here in 
Turners Falls. Eve1ybody likes 
to be pa1t of the winning team." 

She1man concluded, "This is 
a very good example of how 
smart investment of public 
resources - private, state and 
federal - in the infrastmchrre of 
the village, and the money 
invested in the RiverCulture 
project, has paid off. There is 
economic activity happening 
here because of these invest­
ments, and it's a better place to 
live." n 

HIGHllGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUGE LOG 
Vandalism, Sewer Backup 

Tuesday, II/30 Wednesday, 12/I 
12:22 p.m. Report of large II:47 p.m. Suspicious 
botJder in middle of Moore motor vehicle at Box Car. 

Street. Reported it was Checked same and moved 
dragged by a tractor trailer along. 

I 1:10 p.m. Noise complaint 
at Weatherheads apartments 

on Frenclt King Highway. 
Upon arrival all was quiet. 

Bernardston police with sui­
cidal subject. Same went to 
Franklin Medical Center. 

9:44 p.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police with 
domestic situation. One sub­

ject arrested for assatJt and 
battery, and second for 

assatJt and battery with a 
dangerous weapon. from the corner of Route 2 Thursday, 12/2 

and Semb Drive. State 9: I 4 p.m. Assisted 

Highway removed same. Northfield police with dis-
9:30 p.m. Received a call turbing the peace, breaking 
from the railroad advising of and entering, and destruc­

vandalism to their property. tion of property incident. 

Saturday. 12/ 4 
12:45 Report of stray dog 
on State Road. Owner locat­

ed and dog returned. 
Sunday, 12/5 
I :27 p.m. Report of sewer 
backup on Straclten Street. 
Treatment plant perso1mel 
notified. 

4:04 p.m. Assisted 

Monday, 12/ 6 
II:30 a.m. Report of loose 
aninial.s on Mountain Road. 

Same taken in by owner 
upon arrival. 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Rash Advice 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q . What caus­
es rashes? 

The most common cause of a 
rash is contact de1matitis, an 
inflammation of the skin that 
comes from direct contact with 
irritants or allergens. A red, 
itchy rash from contact de1mati­
tis isn't contagious, and usually 
goes away in two to four weeks. 

The cause of conta.ct de1mati­
tis is direct contact with in'itants 
or allergens. These include: 
detergents, soaps, makeup, 
deodorant, clothing, chemicals, 
rubber, metals, jewelry, fra­
grances, plants and medicinal 
lotions. 

There are two types of con­
ta.ct de1matitis. 

Imtant contact de1matitis is 
caused by a substance such as 
bleach that irritates the skin. 
Allergic contact dermatitis is 
caused by a reaction to an aller­
gen, which is a substance that 
induces an allergy. 

If the cause of a rash isn't 
obvious, you may have to get a 
'patch test'. During one of these 
tests, small amotmts of possible 
allergens are placed on patches 
that are attached to your skin for 
two days. If you are allergic to a 
tested substance, a bump will 
appear on your skin. 

You should seek medical 
attention for a rash when it 
interferes with your sleep or 
normal daytime activities, if you 
are in pain, if you think you 
have an infection, or if home 
care hasn't worked. 

If you scratch a rash for a 
long time, you can get neuroder-

matitis, a condition in which 
skin becomes thick. Persistent 
scratching can also lead to 
infection, scars or color changes 
in your skin. 

To treat contact dermatitis 
you should: 

• Avoid the irritants. 
• Use topical creams contain­

ing hydrocortisone, and oral 
corticosteroids and antihista­
mines to reduce the inflamma­
tion and itching. 

• Stop scratching. 
• Apply cool, wet compress­

es. 
• Cover the affected area with 

bandages to protect the skin and 
prevent scratching. 

• Bathe in cool water with 
baking soda or finely grotmd 
oatmeal. 

• Wear smooth-textured cot­
ton clothing to avoid initation. 

• Wash with mild soaps with­
out dyes or perfumes, and rinse 
thoroughly. 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD TOXICOLOGIST 
An Unhealthy Nostalgia for Melamine 

BY EMILY MONOSSON as a child, I potmced, buying a 
MONTAGUE CENTER - cute set of eight orange, green 
Melamine is yet another cool and red oval-shaped melamine 
'50s invention that failed to enter dishes. 
my mother's kitchen. While This is all to say that tmtil 
friends and neighbors stocked up about year later any thoughts I 
on the nifty, new, light, durable had about melamine were all 
and colorful plastic dishware, my pleasant and nostalgic. Now, 
mother filled her kitchen with when I think of melamine, I hear 
white, pure white, simple, ele- the rattlesnake sotmd of old west­
gant, breakable ceramic. Her cup- ems, the sotmd that happens just 
boards are still filled with the before something bad is about to 
stuff - white, white, white. Not so happen. Just before the good guy 
at my in-laws, where the eve1y- is about to di'ink the tainted water, 
day dinne1ware is red, blue and or the heroine is about to di'ink 
yellow melamine, pleasingly the poisoned wine. 
smooth, tough and virtually Chemically, melamine is a 
unbreakable. pleasingly round molecule made 

Just a couple of years ago, up ofhydi·ogen, carbon and nitro­
Crate and Bane!, in an effo1t to gen. It is used in the preparation 
appeal to boomers who recall and production of a range of 
dining off the colorfol plastic, items including house wares, 
offered melamine in colors that flame retardants, and fabrics. 
harkened back to the fifties and When combined with formalde-
sixties - b11ght orange, acid green 
and red (far better on plates than 
on the cabinets and counters) 
and, being dep11ved of the plastic 

hyde and heated up, melamine is 
transfo1med into the dinnerware. 
Which by the way, when heated 
together with your favo11te acidic 

food, (reheated tomato sauce 
anyone?) can release upwards of 
2.5 milligrams of melamine per 
one big rmmd plate according to 
the National Toxicology 
Program. 

By itself, melamine's acute 
toxicity is comparable with that 
of table salt. That melamine caus­
es kidney toxicity following 
longer exposures to high concen­
trations in test animals (say 2 - 4 
parts per thousand in feed) is well 
known and, until more recenlty, 
not considered highly relevant, 
because those concenti·ations 
were considered unrealistically 
high. 

What first brought melamine 
tmder SCiutiny here in the States 
was the toxic transformation that 
occurs when it combines with 
cyanuric acid, an FDA approved 
feed additive also used to pro­
duce dyes, herbicides, antimicro­
bials and pool water disinfectant. 
Cyanm'ic acid, a derivative of 
melamine is also a ringed nitro-

• Use plastic gloves to avoid 
contact with household clean­
ers. 

• When laundering, use a 
mild, unscented detergent and 
an extra rinse cycle. 

The following are some com­
mon allergens: 

Skin products. Perfumes, 
lotions, and cosmetics may 
cause allergic contact de1mati­
tis. Others are sensitive to the 
preservative chemicals needed 
to prevent skin care products 
from spoiling. 

Poison plants. These include 
poison ivy, poison oak, and poi­
son sumac. 

Rubber. Chemical additives 
in rubber can cause a reaction. 
Rubber gloves can cause der­
matitis. Synthetic gloves can be 
used instead. Women with a 
rubber allergy can wear under­
ga1ments with spandex if they 
do not have rubber-backed fas-
teners or edges. Bras without 
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sensitive to paraphenylene­
diamine (PPD). This ingredient 
is fotmd in permanent hair dyes 
that are mixed with another 
chemical, such as peroxide, 
before application. Most people 
allergic to PPD can use tempo­
ra1y dyes. 

Nickel. Nickel is fotmd in 
gold jewelry and metal alloys. 
Many chrome-plated objects 
contain enough nickel to pro­
duce a reaction in sensitive peo­
ple. Buckles, zippers and but­
tons can cause dermatitis. 

Chromates. Chromates con­
tain chromium, and are com­
monly responsible for allergic 
contact de1matitis from cement, 
leather, some matches, paints, 
and anti-rust products. 
Chromates are also used to tan 
leather for shoes and can result 
in shoe de1matitis. Vegetable­
tanned footwear can be used as 
an alternative. 

rubber are also available. If you have a question, write to 
Hair dyes. Some people are fred@healthygeezer.com. 

gen containing stmcture, and like 
melamine it is considered not 
acutely toxic. But when these two 
chemicals get together, mayhem 
begins. Following ingestion, the 
chemicals make their way to the 
kidney destined for simple excre-

tion. Unfo1tunately, should they 
meet up, melamine and cyanuric 
acid join together to form 
melamine cyanurate crystals, a 
toxic combination capable of 
lodging in kidney tubules where 

see MELAMINE pg 14 

Gary's Coins and Antiques 

GoTCOINS? 
Wanted 

US COINS 

PAPER MONEY~ OBSOLETE NOTES 

1964, 65, 66, 67, 69, KENNEDY HALVES 

GoLD AND STERLING SIL VER 

115 Avenue A I 413-834-4615 
Hours: Thu & Fri, 3:30 - 7 pm; Sat & Sun 11 am - 5 pm 

Also Selling U.S. Coins and Paper Money 

gary6 l 6@verizon.net 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Home/Office 
413-659-0250 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.totprodj.net 

Bryan G Hobbs 
94 South Prospect St. 
Millers Falls 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages/Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUlJ-~ 

25 MIii•~ FaUs Ro: lz ,S, (413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

UPINNGIL ~ 
~411 Main Road ,it w Gill ·}i 

__J 413-863-2297 

Farm store open daily, 8-'7 

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat, 

Potatoes and Winter Squash 

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter. 
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GO GREER rnm11Y 
taking action on climate change." 

"What about nuclear power? 
That's a carbon-neun·al fuel 
source," Sam countered. 

is protecting the interests of the 
utility indust:Iy at the expense of 
our environment." 

Episode 36: A Dream Come Ttue ''Nuclear power has to be the 
most dangerous and duty fuel of 
all. There is noiliing clean or 
green about uranium tailings or 
radioactive nuclear waste. Plus, 
burning fossil fuels, gasoline and 
diesel, are essential to every stage 
of the nuclear cycle - and CO2 is 
given off whenever these are 
used. Frankly, I think it's a bit 
disingenuous for Rita to call her­
self a 'green' candidate. Her 
unequivocal suppo1t for coal and 
nuclear energy indicates that she 

Later that evening: 

JEANNE WEINTRAUB­
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
day after Jane called WGBJ host 
Sam Lively he had her come into 
the station to talk about clean 
energy on air. 

"Is it safe to say that you don't 
agree with your fellow Go Green 
Family contestant and newly 
elected State Representative Rita 

MELAMINE from page 12 
they can cause acute renal failure 
and death. 

Robbins-Levine Family 

Jane, 34 
Biology Professor 

Tinker?" Sam asked. 

Nell, 32 
Fiber Artist 

"Yes, Sam, I do have a prob­
lem with Representative Tinker's 
statements about clean coal and 
nuclear power because what 

Several years ago contaminat­
ed pet food from China was 
implicated in the deaths of 
dozens of cats, and sickened 

thousands of dogs and cats. The 
culprit was subsequently deter­
mined to be melamine tainted 
gluten. Gluten, derived from 
wheat or rice, is a common 
source of protein. Protein is 
sometimes estimated by measur­
ing gluten nin·ogen content. 
Given the high amount of nit:1·0-
gen groups in both melamine and 
cyanuric acid (available as "scrap 
residue" from the melamine 
indust:Iy) it isn't hard to imagine 
unscrnpulous processers adding 
the stuff to their products to dupe 
purchasers or regulators into 
thinking they were selling a high-

FOR RENT 
Millers Falls - Nine Room, 

Three Bath House. Ideal 

for Home Business or In­

law space. Dog considered. 

Learn more@ 

ChangingCourse.com/great 

house.htm 

Rte. 63 Roadhouse 
• 

J'I tts 
FuvE Music JJ 

proudly presents 

Friday, Dec. 17th• YARN 
$5.00 Cover 

Yarnis organic blend of alt 
country has the warmth of old 
vinyl. This Brooklyn-based band 
is a Roadhouse favorite. They 
have built a passionate following 
up and down the East Coast 
with their songwriting, guitars, 
mandolins, and shining vocal 
harmonies. Theyive been 
compared to Neil Young, Gram 
Parsons and Johnny Cash. 

she's said just isn't trne. There is 
no such iliing as clean coal - it's 
like saying there is a healthy cig­
arette - it does not exist! 
Operating coal plants emit mer­
ctuy and other toxic vapors, and 
coal mining contaminates 
groundwater, rivers and streams. 
Don't let anyone tell you that coal 
plants are carbon free--they are 
not even close to it. Those ads 
you see for 'clean coal' are put 
out by the coal indust:Iy to delay 

er protein product. After a mas­
sive petfood recall, one would 
think that incident alone would 
deter anyone from t:Iying the 
same iliing again. At least, any­
one with a conscience. 

Then there was the 2008 inci­
dent in China when 50,000 
infants became ill, and at least 
four died of kidney failure after 
drinking melamine laced infant 
fo1mula. The scandal soon spread 
beyond formula to candy, milk, 
and other diary containing prod­
ucts produced by dozens of com­
panies. To date, only melamine 
has been implicated, leaving sci-

entists to ponder the mechanism 
of toxicity. (Recall with the pet 
foods melamine was mixed with 
its evil twin, cyanuric acid.) 

The now-defunct Sanlu 
Group, one of China's major 
dia1y and infant fo1mula produc­
ers, whose products were first 
shown to contain the chemical, 
quickly blamed the dai1y faimers 
- suggesting they were the ones 
who added melamine to fool pro­
tein tests. According to a news 
aiticle subsequently published in 
the journal Science, the adulterat­
ed infant formula was "nothing 
sho1t of a wholesale re-engineer-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE lOG 
Break In, Peace Restored, Assist Fire Department 

''Nell - I just got a call from 
Rachel Maddow's producer at 
MSNBC!" cried Jane Robbins­
Levine. "Somehow she found out 
about my interview - she's 
planning to run a clip from Rita's 
speech together with a clip from 
my interview on her show, and 
she wants to interview me! I 
think I've died and gone to heav­
en!" 

Continued next issue ... 

ing of milk," a skill likely out of 
reach for dairy faimers. But per­
haps not for milk collecting com­
panies or corporations higher up 
the milk chain. Nevertheless, 
China's responded by pledging 
greater transpai·ency and vigi­
lance - along with the execution 
of one dairy fa1mer, Zhang 
Yujun, for producing and selling 
adulterated milk, and Geng 
Jinping, who was accused of sell­
ing the tainted milk to Sanlu and 
dairy brokers. 

But old habits die hard. Just a 
few months after the executions, 
another batch of tainted milk 

powder turned up in 
China, followed by anoth­
er discovery of melamine-

Thunday, 12/2 duct at F.L. Roberts on contaminated dai1y drink 
just last month. 6:25 a.m. Breaking and Third Street. Peace restored. 

entering into a motor vehi- 9:48 p.m. Burglary, break-
de on G Street. Report ing and entering on 
taken. warrant. Masonic Avenue. Report 
7:23 a.m. Burglary, break- Saturday, 12/4 taken. 
ing and entering on 15th 12:46 a.m. Suspicious auto Monday, 12/6 
Street. Report taken. on Dry Hill Road. Unable 11:30 a.m. Trespassing on 
4:52 p.m. Domestic dist:ur- to locate. Mineral Road. Referred to 
bance on Chestnut Street. 12:55 a.m. Officer wanted an officer. 
I 0:35 p.m. Officer wanted at Between the Uprights at Tuesday, 12/7 
at Between the Uprights at Second Street. Peace 8:31 a.m. Hit and nm acci-
2nd St. Services rendered. restored. dent on Taylor Hill Road. 
Friday, 12/3 11: 14 a.m. illegal dumping Services rendered. 
1:02 a.m. Larceny at The on Dry Hill Road. Referred 3:53 p.m. Stmcture fue on 
Rendezvous on Third to other agency. East Chestnut Hill Road. 
Street. No such person can 4:16 p.m. Disordedy con- Services rendered. 

At this rate, it's fai· less 
risky to use those 
melamine plates than 
ingest dairy products 
imported from China 
(although my mother-in-
law just info1med me she 
replaced all her melamine 
dishes this past fall). Just 
don't serve your reheated 
pasta marinai·a sauce on 
them. 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

lA\lUHA\lL\'N JL lB~lR(O)V\VN. lD)\/1\\111 
DR. AMY RUBIN, DVM 

COJ11A.,"j>as.s~ol"vate al'\,c( Pr-ofe.s.si.ol"val car-e 
for-yoL-<.Y-SlM..aLL AJ;\,tJllA.,aL 

Now ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 

194 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls 413-863-0025 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

PG°TbR WATtRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f~\<;:~\~1
~ 978-544-6534 w~~~ell 

~-raii.'\---~ ..... ~-~--~-~ 

CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

• EASTERN 

• Sp~;!;"~~-~!!~ I!~~" 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367·2212 

Greenlleld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

Affordable Home Financing for VA & f HA Loans 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metlife.com 

All loonssuqectlo~ Cemi'l<m<flions ardleesappty.~fimncs,g pnMled J>,, 
Mellfetbne Loans, a<Mial olMeffle Bank, NA Eq.Jal Hoosirg Lender.COO:S tETI.JFE. NC. @ 
PEAMJTS©Uriled Feawre Syrr:ficate, Inc. l.0900>294(~1",1 SlateslOC) UNDER BC1 

Locally owned since 1941 
.ii. 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

.ADIATOR • ::. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illing 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
5252. 9 a.m.-6 p.m 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Kurtyka Kills Christmas, musi­
cal, pageant, 9:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: free Range, 
Classic rock and dance music, 8 to 
10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lisa D. 
& Steve A. & Friends' Holiday 
Spectacular, 7:30 p.m. Free. 

Bookmill, Montague: Writers Read 
Their Work, Sara Majka, Elaine 
Kahn, and Lauren Foss Goodman, 
8:30 p.m. Free. 

FRIDAY to SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 10 to 11th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
We/come Yule.· A Midwinter 
Celebration. 7:30 p.m. Additional 
showing Sunday, Dec. 12th at 2 p.m 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 10th 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Stone 
Coyotes, 8 p.m 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, Acoustic driven originals, 9 to 
11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Tracy & Company, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Smiley 
Bob (rock/pop/funnyl) Free. 9:30 
p.m. 

Montague Grange: Dance of the 
Snow Queen: A community solstice 
puppet show with dancers, actors, 
musicians and other performers, with 
a special appearance by belly dancer 
Attar & her troupe. 6 to 9 pm. 

z 
~ Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls 
~ Zydeco Connection. 8 p.m 
3 
=' 
~ Echo Lake Coffeehouse, 
g Leverett: Si Kahn, singer/song­
§ writer. 7:30 p m. 
~ 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Tum It Loose, awesome danc­
ing rock & roll, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12th 
Montague Center Grange: Make-/t­
Yourse/f Family Craft Fair,. 
Affordable, guided craft activities for 
all ages to make great gifts. Lunch, 
warm drinks & baked goods for sale. 

The Wendell Full Moon Follies will feature the multifaceted musician Richard Chase, 
above, in addition to bellydancer Hadama, virtuoso instrumental guitarist Francis 
Doughty, and poet Paul Richmond at Wendell's Historic Town Hall, on Saturday 

December 18th. Open Mic begins at 7:30. 

Montague Bookmill Tim Eriksen 
Christmas Show, an evening of sea­
sonal music including singalong clas­
sics and lesser known songs from 
the American tradition, 7 p m 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 17th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Superkart I Ed Vadas Blues Quartet. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 
reggae, 9 - 11 pm 

Sloan Theater, GCC Main Campus: 
New Repertory Theatre to perform, A 
Christmas Carol, 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Yam, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Rockit 
Queer! (THE dance party) 9:30 p.m 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nobody's Fat, 
folk rock, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Wendell Historic Town Hall: The 
Wendell Full Moon Follies, another 
evening of wonder, folly and amuse­
ment in support of the local libraryl 
Featuring: bellydance with Hadama, 
virtuoso instrumental guitar with 
Francis Doughty, the multifaceted 
musician Richard Chase, and poet 
Paul Richmond. Includes Dessert-O­
Rama. Open Mic begins at 7 30. 978-
544-5557. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Santa, 4 
p.m and then Voo Carolling Night. 
Meet at 4:45 p.m 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Jones Family, folk. 8 p.m. Free. 
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$ GREENAELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SroMinesbr 

Friday, Dec. 1 oth to Sunday, Dec. 12th 

1. HARRY POTIER AND THE 
DEATHLYHALLOWS PG13 
DTS DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 
2. THE CHRONICLES OF 
NARNIA: THE VOYAGE OF 
THE DAWN TRADER PG DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 
3. TANGLED PG 
DAILY 12:00 2:00 4:00 7:00 9:00 
4. UNSTOPPABLE PG13 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
5. LOVE AND OTHER DRUGS R 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
6. BURLESQUE PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:50 9:20 
7. THE TOURIST PG13 DTS 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6 50 9:20 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 12/10 9 to 11 p.m. 
Richard ClJ.ase Group, acoustic 

Sahtrday, 12/11 9 to 11 p.m. 
Josh Levangie & The Mud, IDood & 

Beer Band, Johnny Cash favorites 
Stmday, 12/12 8 to 10 p.m. 

Traditional Irish Music, pipes & fidclle 
Thursday, 12/16 8 to 10 p.m. 
Dave Robinson & Tommy Filault 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wendell Count,y Store 

www.DejoBrewPuh.com 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie 
& The Mud, Blood & Beer Band. 
Singing all your Johnny Cash 
favorites and many more. 9 to 11 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, 
10 to 3 p.m. 367-9608. Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, Acoustic 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT Trio -Warped Americana, 8 -11 p.m. 
Karaoke, 8 p m Free. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Outdoor Skills 
Workshop Series.· Finding Your Way 
in the Woods. 1 to 2 p.m An hour 
long exploration of compasses. All 
ages and experience levels are wel­
come. Pre-Registration is Required. 
863-3221. 

Lisa's Handcrafted Soap, Turners 
Falls Grand Opening. Come join the 
fun. Free beeswax candle rolling and 
soapmaking for kids, basket raffle 
and free soap samples. 413 863-

Deja Brew, Wendell: Traditional Irish 
Music, pipes& fiddle. • 8 - 10 p.m 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Quizmaster Chad's Quiznite Quiz, 8 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Robin 
Lane and the Interlopers, 8 p.m. 
Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Dave Robinson 
& Tommy Fi/ault, blues based roots 
music, 8 - 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY TO SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER17tth-1&h 

NOW THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31st 
Oxbow Gallery, 275 Pleasant Street, 
Northampton: The Fruit of Our 
Labors - A work in progress by Tim 
De Christopher. Opening reception 
Friday, December 10th, 5 to 8 p.m 

111 IIICI IIIH 
TUES-SAT Teen drojrin center-art, 
computers, music, and more 3 to 6 pm 
WED Experimental writing 6 to 8 pm 
TUES & SAT Green jobs 10 to 4 pm 
Other week!, prolf"ams: Yoga, Self 

Defense, Womens writinggro11p 

(413) 863-9576 
24 Third St., Turners Falls, 01376 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

Th1rs 12/9 11:30PM I FREE 
Lisa D. & Steve A. & Friends 
Holiday Spectacular!!! 

FRI 12/10 I 9:30PM I FREE 
Smiley Bob (rockfpopffunnyl 

SAT 12/11 I 9:30PM I $3 
KURTYKA KILLS CHRISTMAS!! 
(musical/ pageantl 

SUN 12/12I SPM I FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FAUS 
lHEYDO.NET 413·863·2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

ACus ouch 
lntenor I Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

IIAbo.ft Pace : 
Computer Solutions : 

413.367 .0025 
omputer Repair fil Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 

DOLAN & DOt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfRm~Bl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 
Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 

Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

• C~ay/Sfi©JM Smlp~Wlll'@ 
• P@Wetry 

• ~001!@ Alrt Dwawo01Jgs ~01ld 
Pao01lfto01Jgi 

BY CHANCE OR 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 APPOINTMENT. 

email: ocmiagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CANAL STREET• lURNERS FAU.S, M.A. 01376 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arlxlrist 

Ti-ee Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREB.COM .1,. 
\Vendell, l'IA , . ,' tf"" 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie~ )· If.~ 
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The Rop.e Editor 

The Dictionary on Film in Romania 
hashish. It turns out that tion on semantics. A dictionary is mr--.,~-
the teenager is only retrieved. Cristi is told to read 
shaii.ng the chug with out loud the definitions for the 
two friends in a comt- words "conscience," "moral," 
yai·d. Under Romanian and "law" - the captain's point 
law, however, that is being that there is a bleak differ­
still considered supply- ence between the moral law 

- ~ ing, and it's punishable Cristi wants to uphold and the 
~ 
~ ' by up to seven yeai·s in legal doctrine that it is a police 

~ prison. officer's job to enforce. 
~ ~ Cristi's captain wants Then he looks up "police." In 

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION the boy aITested via a Romanian, the word for "police" 

BY NEIL SERVEN 
GREENFIELD - Last year saw 
the release of a critically­
acclaimed film from Romania in 
which the dictionaiy plays a cm­
cial role. It's called Police, 
Adjective, and it's now available 
for viewing here in the States by 
way of IFC Films. I streamed it 
online via Netflix this week. 

Police, Adjective centers 
around Cristi, an undercover cop 
assigned to investigate a boy 
who is suspected of dealing 

sting operation, but Cristi would is entered as both a noun and an 
rather go after the source of the adjective, the latter refeni.ng not 
chugs, which he suspects to be to public safety but to the over­
the boy's older brother. His con- seeing function of police states. 
science tells him to leave the boy Most English-language diction­
alone, he explains. It is expected ai-ies do not treat "police" as an 
that Romanian chug laws will be adjective, prefeITing instead to 
relaxed in the coming yeai-s as, give "police state" its own ent:Iy; 
and C11sti sees no benefit in jail- the fact that the Romanian lan­
ing a boy and mining his future guage bestows adjective status to 
when he is only using recreation- "police" is an indicator of how 
ally. the word is treated more flexibly 

In a scene towai·ds the end of there. The decision of the direc­
the film, his plea to the captain tor, Comeliu Pommboiu, to ch-aw 
turns into an extended conversa- attention to this fact, by way of 

There's more than meets the rye as 
Sarah Nolan models a daring dryer 
sheet dress by Mary Buckkry 

Cathe Janke luoks love!J in eveningwear by Ar!fa Schut-{, 

Dragos Bucur as plain-clothes cop Cristi in Police, Adjective. 

this scene and the film's title, 
cairies greater weight in a coun­
try like Romania, where the 
residue of abuses by state secm-i­
ty forces and autho11tarian mle 
under Nicolae Ceausescu still 
linge1-s. Such nuances of Ian-

guage - freighted with history, 
pain, ai1d moral ambiguity -
rai·ely translate this well into 
film. 

Neil Serven is an associate 
editor for Merriam-Webster, Inc. 

Models Marcia Zutautas, Quick Change, 
Annie Paradis, Hilary Graves and graceful!) 
displaying a jlasl!J ye!Jo111 boa Laura Herbert 
show off designers Anne Harding and Matt 

Rogawski's handiwork, to vast acclaim. 

PLACE YOUR COLOR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 1st & 3rd Thurs Ja2Z 

Glass 15, Bollle 120, Appetizers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

No PoweRl No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

30% Federal Tax Credit 
Thru Dec. 30th 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield~ 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com I www.greenemporium.com 

USED 8c DISCOUNT BOOKS 

½ RETAIL OR LESS! 
KIDS' BOOKS • COOKBOOKS • GARDENING 
POPULAR/LOCAL HISTORY • KNITTING/CRAFT 

1hc Ra,cn's «cdlcnt Stltttionof dis:omd booksn,,l;cs q113!iy gir11 
for anJ oocas10n.1.ud m tt8,ftal s1wm~! Hi1)P) Holida)S, 

a,~ "~11sec 100 soon! 

SUN•THURS 10-5:30 • FRl·SAT 10·8 
5 BANK ROW • DOWNTOWN GREENFIELD 
413-772- 1968 • RAYENUSEOBOOKS.COM 




