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Wendell Unanimous: 
Impeach Bush, Cheney 
BY JONATIIAN VON 

RANSON - The Town of 
Wendell spoke strongly to 
its representatives to 
Congress Wednesday 
night, December 6th to 
instruct them that 
President George W. Bush 
and Vice President 
Richard B. Cheney "war
rant impeachment and 
trial, and removal from 
office and disqualification 
to hold and enjoy any 
office of honor, trnst or 
profit under the United 
States." 

The vote, at a special 
town meeting attended by 
60 voters, was unani
mous. The lone dissent 
heard during the discus
sion was not on substance 
but on tactical grounds. 

The action came in the 
form of a resolution, 
introduced to town meet
ing through a petition to 
the Wendell selectboard 
circulated last summer by 
Wendell resident Teri 
Koehler. A cameraman 
from CBS Channel 3 in 
Ha1tford filmed the meet
ing - with the understand
ing that individuals could 
ask not to be filmed - as 
perhaps a dozen Wendell 
residents took the floor to 
speak their piece to the 
hall, aware their words 
went out also to the annals 
of national history. 

Right off, an alert resi
dent, Robert Haddad, 
noticed a paragraph of the 
original petition was 
missing from the a1ticle as 
printed in - and read from 
- the wa1Tant. The omis
sion, which referred to the 
two leaders' authorization 
of torture, was determined 
to be inadve1tent by mod
erator Kathy Becker and 
town clerk Anny Ha1tjens. 
They said putting the 
paragraph back in would
n't jeopardize the legality 
of the resolution, so an 
amendment was intro
duced to do so, which 
passed unanimously. 

During discussion on 
both the amendment and 
the main article, speakers 
cited paiticular unconsti
tutional acts by Bush and 

Cheney, explained the 
purpose of the impeach
ment provision of the 
Constitution, touched on 
impeachment history, 
described the state of 
world opinion against the 
U.S., and urged moral 
considerations, and tacti
cal ones. 

Charles Smith noted 
Wendell is "a small town, 
and a small town doesn't 
get noticed unless it does 
something dramatic." He 
urged passage of the 
amendment, mentioning 
torture and the loss of 
civil liberties. 

Gloria Kegel es 
reminded that, "Law is 
part punishment, part 
deterrence. If we don't 
proceed with impeach
ment, future presidents 
could take that as a mes
sage they could get away 
with whatever they want -
and continue in same vein 
as Bush." 

Robbie Leppzer, com
paring the present era to 
the Watergate era, when 
Richard Nixon resigned 
rather than face impeach
ment, said Congress is 
"ve1y reluctant to even 
talk about impeachment," 
despite Bush's "huge 
abuses of power." He said 
Congress is "in the 
process of shredding the 
Constitution [ and] will 
not act decisively to stop 
this abuse of power unless 
we, the people, demand 
it." He said the 
Constitution is likewise 
"being abrogated by a 
President tmwilling to act 
within the U.S. law and 
within human rights stan
dards agreed to in interna
tional treaties, and certi
fied by US law." 

Ben Schwartz spoke in 
the sti·ongest terms of his 
distaste for the Bush
Cheney administration -
to the point where the 
moderator urged him to 
confine his language to 
the King's English - but 
said he opposed impeach
ment. He warned that the 
process would "take a 
yeai·," and "create static" 

see IMPEACH pg 3 

THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES 

Dianna Destefano, of Leverett, relaxes after 
her turn on the catwalk at the lost and Found 

Fashion Show, Saturday, December 2nd 

DECEMBER 7, 2006 

BY AMY LAPRADE 
TURNERS FALLS - Was it a sur
realistic dream or did it actually 
happen in a sleepy, working class 
town called Turners Falls? Perhaps 
a collective hallucination? Any 
casual observer wandering past the 
latmdromat on 3rd Street on 
December 2nd at 11 pm., would 
have caught a glimpse of wild, glit
te1y folks dressed in trash bag 
gowns sashaying along a makeshift 
nmway above the washing 
machines. 

The second annual lost and 
fotmd laundromat fashion show, the 
brainchild of Chris Janke and Emily 
Brewster, owners of Suzee's Third 
Street Latmdry took place in con
junction with the Open Studios and 
Downtown Walking Tour, where 
local a1tists opened their studios to 
the public, and put their talents on 
display. 

see FASIDON pg 8 

Northeast Biodiesel Expects $650,000 
BY BETSY CALVERT 
GREENFIELD Northeast 
Biodiesel, the emb1yonic manufac
turer planning to build in 
Greenfield's industi·ial park, 
expects to receive another 
$650,000 in development money, 
this time from the state, via a com
munity block grant to Greenfield. 

That brings the level of critical 
investment so fai· to about $2.8 
million for the recycled vegetable 
oil project, in the works now for 
many years. Northeast reached its 
most difficult milestone of $2 mil
lion in private investment in late 
September. The final phase of 
financing is now in the hands of the 
banks, said Northeast president 
Lawrence Union. 

After years offanfai·e, Northeast 
has been keeping a low profile the 
past year. Union said the company 
wanted to wait until it is ready to 
break ground for constrnction 
before issuing any more press 
annotmcements. Reports of incre
mental progress, however, show up 
in emails sent to suppo1ters of the 
project's overarching organization, 
Co-op Power. 

Ground breaking on the plant 
will occur the day after banks 

make a commitment for the 
remaining capital, last estimated at 
$4 million, Union said. No1theast 
is currently working with the Bank 
of Western Massachusetts and a 
small bank out of Tennessee. 

Greenfield's grant administrator 
Steven Herzberg, two weeks ago 
shipped out a grant application to 
the state Depa1tment of Housing 
and Commtmity Development for 
$650,000 in block grant funds, 
which will represent the town's 
commitment to the biodiesel facili
ty. Northeast and the Greenfield
based Franklin County Commtmity 
Development Corporation origi
nally approached the state about 
the grant. Town officials suppo1ted 
the application, which will not 
reduce any other block grant 
money to the town, Herzberg said. 

"The project will bring both tax 
revenue and jobs to the town," he 
said. "Hopefully, the town is creat
ing a niche for itself, with an alter
native energy focus." 

The problem is, the state will 
take many weeks to process the 
grant application and who knows 
how long before the check arrives. 
In the meantime, the banks were 
unwilling to process the loan until 

all the money was lined up, Union 
said. So, to keep the banks moving, 
Northeast turned to a non-profit in 
California, the Rudolf Steiner 
Foundation, which finances social
ly responsible projects. The fotm
dation has guaranteed the $650,000 
until the state supplies the grant 
funds. 

Northeast plans to buy used 
vegetable oils from a large render
ing company in Canada, which col
lects the oil from restaurants and 
other suppliers. The plant will then 
tum the oil into biodiesel, which 
can in tum be used almost inter
changeably with diesel, or in a 
mixture with regular petroleum 
diesel. Biodiesel is less polluting 
the petroleum-based fuels, and of 
course, does not require petroleum 
production and prospecting. 

The plant expects to start out 
with 25 employees producing 5 
million gallons a year. 

A recent email to Co-op Power 
suppo1ters states: "Time is ticking 
on our contracts for our raw mate
rials, technology, land and sales, so 
we're hoping to have our loan in 
place as soon as possible. Prayers 
are welcome!" 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

Buck is a tv.•o- year-old male 
short hair cat in need of a good 
home. An olympian figure in the 
cat world, Buck Rogers is one 
muscular, athletic looking cat 
with an equally strong face. He 
has seriously debonaire steel grey 
fur and lwninous yellow-green 
eyes. He loves to rub his head on 
you and he's as friendly and affec
tionate as he is handsome. For 
more information on adopting 
Buck Rogers, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Hwnane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
email at leverett@dpvhs.org. 
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Headin' to the library 

MONTAGUE CENTER
Beth and Nathaniel Ross of 

Montague Center like to walk to 
the Montague Center Library 1llith 

their little red wagon. 

Residents of Gill: 
Special Town Meeting 

'Smart Growth Zoning' 
Revising zoning bylaws to create 

• Village commercial district 
• Limits on big retail stores 

• Flag lots 
• Conservation development 

Dec 11th, 6:30 P.M. 
Town Hall 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Tax Bills Mailed 
Fiscal 2007 real estate and 

district tax bills were mailed 
December 4th, 2006. Also 
mailed were the personal prop
erty bills, according to tax col
lector Patricia Dion. Payment is 
due on or before January 5th, 
2007. To obtain a receipted bill, 
enclose a self-addressed 
stamped envelope and both 
copies of the bill with your pay
ments. Any new owner not in 
receipt of a tax bill should con
tact the tax collectors office at 
413-863-3200, ext. 202. The 
office is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 to 4:30. 

Real estate abatement and 
exemption applications are 
available from the assessors' 
office. Abatement applications 
must be filed on or before 
January 5th, 2007. 

For their convenience, town 
of Montague residents will now 
be able to pay all real estate, dis
trict and personal property bills 
online. To pay a bill online, have 
your bill(s) and checkbook in 
hand, and then go to www mon
tague.net and click on depart
ments, treasur-er/collector, 
online bill payments, then com
plete each screen to process your 
payment. It's convenient, fast 
and secure. 
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High in the saddle, Chef Hilton Dottin rides the ne1v!J 
arrived cast iron rooster at Ristorante DiPaolo, as 01vner 

Denise DiPaolo looks on. 

Main Road in Gill Closed 
The Gill selectboard has 

closed Main Road in Gill to thrn 
traffic beginning Tuesday, 
December 5th, 2006 until fur
ther notice, to allow the Main 
Road reconstmction to continue 
from the North Cross Road 
intersection heading no1th to the 
town line. The detour will route 
traffic heading north out West 
Gill Road to Route 10 in 
Bernardston and traffic heading 
south will be detoured via the 
same route, to what is known as 
the Turners Falls Road on the 
Bernardston side of the detour 

route. Any questions related to 
constmction should be directed 
to highway superintendent 
Mick Laclaire at 413-863-2324. 

"During WWII our 
rations ran out and 

we begged Japanese 
kitchen workers 

for scraps." 
From Local Color #8: 

Stories by Area Senior 
Citizens About Life as 

They Remember It. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Available at Books n' More 
in Turners Falls and World 

Eye in Greenfield. 
www.localcolonnemoirs.com 

Possession of Coke on 2nd Street 
Thursday 11-30 

12:26 a.m. Report of break
ing and entering at a Marshall 
Street address. A 16-year-old 
juvenile male was atTested and 
charged with disorderly conduct 
and disturbing the peace. 

3: 15 pm. Walk-in to station 
reported fraud at a 4th Street 
address. A case of identity theft 
is being investigated. 

8: 17 p.m. Report of a fight 
near Subway on Avenue A. Two 
male subjects left before officer 
a1rived. 

Friday 12-1 
6:55 pm. Report of a break-

ing and entering at a G Street 
address. A car had been entered 
and a stereo taken. Report taken. 

was aITested 
on a default waITant. 

Sunday 12-3 
2 :46 p.m. Repo1t of an animal 

complaint on Turnpike Road 
near the landfill. Dogs were act
ing aggressively. RefeITed to the 
Animal Control Officer. 

Monday 12-4 
9:06 pm. After serving a 

search waiTant at-

charged him with possession of 
a class B drug, possession of 
cocaine with intent to distribute, 
and possession of a class D drug. 

Tuesday 12-5 
12:56 am. Report of an 

unwanted person at a 2nd Street 
address. 

was aITested and 
charged with trespassing. 

7:01 pm. Repo1t of an assault 
at a 4th Street address. Caller 
stated an unwanted female broke 
the door and assaulted resident. 
Under investigation. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES December 11th -15th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Turners Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Make meal 
reservations a day in advance 
by 11 a.m. Messages can be 
left on the machine when the 
center is closed (863-9357). 
Mealsite manager is Chris 
Richer. The center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. Transportation to the 
center can be provided. 
Special trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip reser
vations by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 11th 
10: 15 a.m. Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 12th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 13th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 14th 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 15th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. For information 
and reservations call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center director 
at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva
tions a day in advance by 
11 :00 a.m. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, 

Thursday shopping, or med
ical necessity by calling Dana 
Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 11th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 12th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 13th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 14th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call 
Kathy Swaim at 978 544-
2020 for info, schedule of 
events or to coordinate trans
portation. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

dfot; 
8uY1ng ond selling used boot<s 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLQCR 
SHELBURNE F"ALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker .com closed Mondays 

We've Got You Covered! 

ARTIST 
SUPPLIES 

25 % OFF! 

fsf Avenue A, fumers Fails• 863-4346 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

•~ste111~000 
(Enetgy l<lnetlesJ 

• Thetll'lo Ptlcle 

• Well-Melaln 
• Othet Majot Btancls 
• Expetf B11tnet 

•et,tlee 

(413) 773-3622 
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IMPEACH 
from page 1 
in Washington, and might back
fire against progressives. 

Neil Gomberg said he agreed 
with Schwartz about the kind of 
administration Bush and Cheney 
have led, but disagreed on 
impeachment. He said he felt 
"it's impo1tant to send a mes
sage," to let Washington know 
what people are feeling. 

hnpeachment of the two top 
leaders would help salvage the 
opinion of the rest of the world 
toward the U.S., according to 
John "Klondike" Koehler. As it is 
now, he said "Americans have a 
target on their back when they 
travel abroad." 

Teri Koehler got applause for 
her role in initiating the peti
tioned article, and for saying 
when she began the effo1t she felt 
afraid, but was now glad. "I 
won't have to tell my grandchil
dren that, when my government 
was engaged in illegal war and 
genocide, I failed to act out of 
fear." 

Lisa Hoag made the point that 
the people rule: "The 
Constitution is our Constitution." 

Rosalie Rosser said she cone
sponds with people in many 

countries, and is often asked 
"What's going on? I tell them 'I 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Before the meeting sta1ted, 
Wendell's matriarch, Elsie 

Paul Richmond speaks far impeachment at the Wendell town meeting. 

don't know. This is not the way I 
tltit:ik,. ,, 

Joe Diemand described him
self as a veteran who has "spent 
time in Middle East, and dealt 
with people from Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India." He fotmd those 
people aghast at what the U.S. is 
doing there. 

Jim Slavas described the Bush 
administration's transgressions 
as "a lot more serious than sex in 
the Oval Office," and was happy 
the resolution "solved my origi
nal problem with impeachment" 
by including Cheney along with 
Bush. 

Diemand, age 90, was reportedly 
inte1viewed by the Chaimel 3 
newsman. A bystander said she 
was asked if she was here to vote 
on impeachment, to which she 
declared she was. "I don't like 
what the President is doing," she 
said, "people dying, lots of our 
yotmg men and women. We need 
to take care of our own shores, 
and they need to take care of 
theirs." After the meeting ended, 
Mrs. Diemand repo1tedly went 
with some other town meeting
goers to Deja Brew, the town's 
pub, had a celebrato1y cup of tea, 
and danced a bit. 

Mavhem in Cumberland Farms 
BY JEAN HEBDEN 
TURNERS FALLS The 
Montague police are looking for 
a man accused of assaulting his 
ex-girlfriend. Robin Hoose, 43, 
of 69 Washington Street, 
Greenfield, allegedly jumped 
into the car of his 34-year-old ex
girlfriend as she left her job at the 
Fanen Care Center around 11:30 
pm. Tuesday night, December 
5th. He told her he needed her 
help and wanted her to give him 
money. The woman drove to the 
Cumberland Farms on Montague 
City Road, went inside the store 
and asked the clerk to call 911. 

According to the police report, 
when Hoose followed her into 
the store, she ran to the women's 
bathroom and locked the door. 
Hoose ran to the bathroom door, 
smashed it and broke the casing, 
opened the door and assaulted the 
woman. He dragged her to the 
front of the store, but she broke 
free by removing her shiit. She 
then ran and locked herself in the 

men's bathroom. Hoose attempt
ed to open that door as well and 
broke the handle and lock, but 
did not get it open. He then exit
ed the store, grabbing the 
woman's purse and car keys. 

According to the report, 
Hoose left in the woman's car 
driving south away from the 
store. If and when he is appre-

hended, the Montague police say 
Hoose will be charged with 
domestic assault and batte1y, 
malicious destmction of prope1ty 
over $250, operating with a sus
pended license, kidnapping, lar
ceny of a motor vehicle, breaking 
and entering in the nighttime 
with intent to commit a felony, 
and tmarmed robbe1y. 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 
SUNRISE 

(413)498-4318 
Fully Insured 

free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Milss. Cont.ractor Re(l.11I07141 
Mass. Lic.:ensl! #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

Andm.1r lndustriei, LLC 

Quality Pre-owned Auto, Truck, 
& Motorcycle Parts 

Iraq War veteran Paul 
Richard, also inte1viewed at the 
hall by CBS before the meeting 
started, said he felt the impeach
ment resolution "was 't the right 
thing to do, we need to support 
our troops." It wasn't clear if he 
stayed for the vote. 

The action by the Wendell 
town meeting, which joins simi
lar actions by Amherst and 
Brookline, will be viewed by 
some as radical. Gloria Kegeles 
spoke to that point: "Afte1wards I 
wished I'd said that what we are 
doing is considered radical, left 
wing, but what Bush doing is 
radical. What we're doing is sim
ply taking the procedures provid
ed for us in our Constitution 
when someone does something 
radical, like what Bush and 
Cheney are doing." 

Sf Happy 
Holidays 

from 

SJCALLY 
BICYCLES 

88 Third Street Turners Falls 

413-863-3556 
\VWW. basically bicycles.com 
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Corrections 
In last week's a1ticle titled 

"School Closing Decision 
Defened," school committee 
chair Mary Kociela was mis
quoted, due to a repo1ting e1rnr. 
Kociela did not say, "For people 
who tltit:ik we should not close 
Montague Center, I want to 
know how you plan to balance 
the budget." Her actual quote 
was, "For people who tltit:ik we 
should not close a school, I want 
to know how you plan to bal
ance the budget." We regret the 
e1Tor. 

Also in last week's paper, an 
inco1Tect sta1t time was given 
for the special town meeting in 
Gill for Smrut Growth Zoning 
revisions, Dec. 11th. The meet
ing will start at 6:30 pm., not 7. 

Great Falls 
' 

1 Middle School 
Students of the Week: 

Grade 7 
Donald Demers 
Rozzlynn Scott 

Grade 8 
Nina Dodge 

Join us at the 
Montague Center Congregational Church 

for a Holiday Musical featuring the 

MacDonald FamilV Singers 
Sunday, December 17th at 4 p.m. 

Refreshments will be served 
Admission: Non-perishable foods such as soups, cereals, packaged 

meals and canned goods for eve1yday use, to be donated to the needy. 
The public is invited to a Holiday Musical Treat-· The Montague 

Center Congregational Church's gift to one and all,the multi-talented 
MacDonald Family Singers performing seasonal music and song. 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs. or custom made 
• Built-in page editor. do it yourself! 
• Messages. calendars. downloads 

0 
./j OFE.NSTUDIO I I Dec. 9th and 1 otl. .__ _______ ..... PO Box D-5 

• Private customer areas wt login 
• Multiple "group· areas for users 
• Fast setup. in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

(978) 544-7206 

178 Mormon Hollow Road 
Wendell. MA O 13 79 

mormonhollow@earthlink.net 

65 CHW. STREET • TURNERS FAUS, MA 01376 

Canaj/S:~.-Studios 
Ji. . • .• ' 

Clay/Stone Sculpture • Pottery 
Fine Art Drawings and Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863. 9299 
FAX 413-863.9099 

BY CHANCE OR 
APPOINTMENT_ 

EMAIL: JACK@SEEJACKWORl<.COM 

Montague MC\01351 
Gooddlrt@Montoguemo.net 
413-367-0155 Cl , G d D' 
www.gocx:ldirtpottery.com a .:J IS 00 I rt 

\Y~nifi1;if-Z· 
,.-,\.)- Su,ee 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~~~~ 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS, GRJ 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 

Ge, 1 Johnson & AssonatEs 
REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 
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A Hypothetical Budget Gap 
BY JEFF SINGLETON 

I am pretty upset that the 
decision about the future of our 
elementary schools is being 
framed by an $800,000 budget 
gap that does not now exist. 

We are all extremely con
cerned about the state of the 
school district budget. On the 
Montague finance committee, I 
have been dealing with this for 
nearly seven years. But I think 
adve1tising a huge budget gap 
right now contradicts what 
town and school officials have 
discussed at our joint fiscal col
laboration meetings, as well as 
the elementary configuration 
process itself. 

First of all, you cannot have 
a budget gap when you have no 
budget, no Chapter 70 estimate, 
no numbers for the depa1tments 
on the town side. A gap between 
what and what? We were told at 
the last joint fiscal meeting that 
the school district estimates 
were very preliminary. I 
assumed the district did not 
want to advertise a big budget 
problem this early when we 
know so little. That was the pol
icy last year and is one reason 
we have agreed to delay annual 
town meeting in Montague next 
year until Jtme. Why suddenly 
publicize a big deficit in 
November? This does not create 
trnst. 

Secondly, placing the issue 
in the context of one year's 
budget problem does contradict 
the elementa1y decision-making 
process. The elementary config
uration committee was estab-

' lished specifically to 
) 

-,I 

put this decision in a broader 
context, including educational 
variables and the long-term 
budget problem. Budget issues 
were impo1tant but they were 
absolutely not the only or main 
reason we embarked on this 
process. And that is reflected in 
the repo1t of the committee! 
Quite frankly, I think by empha
sizing this year's hypothetical 
budget gap you are practically 
throwing the work of the com
mittee out the window. 

And does the size of this 
year's 'gap' really matter? What 
if the 'gap' were smaller, say 
$300,000? Then some people 
would argue that most of the 
gap would be eliminated by 
closing a school or two so we 
should do it. Others would 
oppose that. What if the gap 
turns out to be bigger? We 
would still hear the same argu
ments. 

But the main problem is that 
adve1tising a huge gap creates 
panic and throws educational 
values out the window. You 
wind up closing two schools 
just to save a little budget 
money with no vision at all for 
the future of elementa1y educa
tion in the district. And in the 
end you do not solve the budget 
problem anyway. You finance a 
year's health care inflation and 
then the savings are gone with 
good schools closed forever. 

Despite our budget prob
lems, there is a positive, hope
ful vision for the future of our 
elementary schools. The option 
of closing Hillcrest would ere-

see SCHOOL pg 5 

-~--=---=,----,,-------------, 

, I Deer Readers, 
• • r Help us Reach our Goal 

600 Subscribers Before 2006 Ends 

Subscriptions to the Montague Reporter 
make great holiday gifts to friends and relatives 

near and far. Take advantage of holiday rates. 

Buy a gift subscription for $5 off the regular 
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~ive the gifr of community! 
~------------------------, $15 for 26 issues. Send a gift 
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Congratuladons, Young & Adamites! 
Editor ~ note: In the cn.tsh of 

daily activity, we have let slide 
the popular contest where we 
recognized every 25th new sub
scriber with a gift certificate to 
one of our advertisers. As we 
count down towards our 600th 
subscriber (we 're closer than 
you think!) in the waning weeks 
of '06, we'll also count back
wards, and belatedly honor our 
525th, 550th, and 575th sub
scribers. This week, we take note 
of the couple who moved to town 
in July and rocked the 'hood 
with their innovative "music" 
group, Fat Wonn of Error. 

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER
LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS -Neil Young 
(not that Neil Young) and Fafuer 
Adamites of Central Street 
became the 525th subscribers to 
the Montague Reporter when they 
plunked down their hard-eamed 
cash for home delivery of the 
paper at Montague Old Home 
Days in late August. As a result, 
they have been awarded a $52.50 
gift certificate, which they have 
chosen to spend at the Ristorante 
DiPaolo. Good choice! 

Young andAdamites moved to 

\Ve welcome your letters. 

©Je fflontague l\.eporter 
24 3rd St Tumers Falls, MA 

01376 PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

Fajner Adamites and Neil Young are the 525th subscribers. 

Tumers from Easthampton on 
July 15th this year. According to 
Young, the decision to relocate up 
the valley was easy. 

"Hampshire Cotmty has 
become dead space. Ttuners is 
where it's happening." The 
Reporter, in fact, was an inspira
tion for their move here. 

"We were house hunting, and 
stopped into the Shady Glen," 
recalled Young. 

"We bought the paper and said 
to each other, 'if they have a paper 
like this, Tumers has got to be 
good.' And it's only gotten better." 

Both Young and Adamites 

have day jobs at Hampshire 
College. But their real vocation is 
Art. Young is a dmmmer and tape 
collagist; Adamites is a photogi-a.
pher and visual aitist. Their art 
was most recently on display at 
Suzee's fashion show, book 
deconstmction and music event 
last Saturday. Yotmg manipulated 
a tape loop while rapping out a 
series of stories and commentaiy; 
Adamites was a contributor to the 
book project with a giant photo 
transfer of her own photogi11phs. 
Look for them wherever the 
emergent rut rock scene recmde
sces. 

UTTERS rof.Jiru EDITOR 

Belated Thanks for the bellybowl 
This is a letter we have been 

meaning to write since the 
bellybowl closed. We would 
like to belatedly thank 
Michelle, Elaine, Ollie, and all 
of the staff at the bellybowl for 
creating a wonderful place for 
people of all ages to have a 
good meal and enjoy a1t, music 
and fun. The bellybowl was 
such a waim and welcoming 
place for our local commtmity, 
as well as for visitors to our vil
lage. We have countless fond 
memories of time spent in the 
restaurant, from seeing Ollie's 
latest costume to singing "I Got 
You Babe" at karaoke night, to 

Elaine and Michelle Fournier
LeMqy, 01vners of the late lament-

ed bellybowl restaurant. 

watching preschoolers dance to 
live bluegrass, to sitting on the 
patio and shooting the breeze 
with a ce1tain cigar-smoking 

see LETTERS pg 5 
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Stand for Excellence in Education and 
a Responsible School Budget 

BY PAUL KAUFMAN 
MONTAGUE CENTER - In 
last week's front page story 
"School Closing Decision 
Defened," Ma1y Kociela, chair 
of the GMSRD school commit
tee is quoted as saying, "For 
people who think we should not 
close [a school], I want to know 
how you plan to balance the 
budget." 

I would like to question the 
appropriateness of that remark. 
To wit: by asking the anti
school-closing folks to spell out 
how they would solve the budg
et crunch, Kociela is implying 
that closing a school or schools 
would solve the cnmch. And it 
obviously wouldn't. 

The folks pushing hardest for 
closing one or two of our 
schools are not presenting those 
closings as part of a larger plan 
that addresses the budget prob
lem and includes a positive 
vision going forward for our 
schools. 

Look, I appreciate this is a 
tough, tough problem. I don't 
envy the school committee 
members. I know they are 
working hard on this, and doing 
their honest best. They are tiy
ing to keep eve1yone happy -
which will be impossible. But 
all that being said, the commit
tee chair challenging school 
advocates, parents and towns
people that their point of view is 
invalid unless they can do what 
the superintendent, school com
mittee, selectboard and town 
meeting have been tmable to do 
for years - namely figure out 
what to do to prevent the school 
budget from spiraling out of 
reach each year - well, that's 
just tmreasonable. Perhaps her 
comment is nothing more than 
the voice of frt1sti·ation. If so, I 
don't blame her. 

Personally, if I were a mem
ber of the school committee, I 
would tell the Massachusetts 
Depa1tment of Education and 

the Federal Department of 
Education to take their tmfund
ed mandates and stick 'em 
where the sun don't shine. I 
would scale back SPED pro
grams, federally mandated test
ing and state mandated testing 
programs, and all of the other 
stuff that has been mandated 
and not paid for and tell affect
ed parents that, given budget 
constraints, the district can only 
do what it can do and if they 
don't like it they should get the 
state and federal governments 
to pay up. I'd tell the unions and 
the administrators all the way 
up to the superintendent that 
health care is on the table, like it 
or not, and that cuts in subsidies 
for health care are on the way. 
I'd take a look at retirement 
plans as well, and make sure 
they're in line with social secu
rity benefits all the rest of us 
suckers will have to live with. 

I would hold a vision of edu
cational excellence that includ
ed K-6 schools in Montague 
Center and Turners Falls and a 
regional middle/high school 
rivaling Amherst and Deerfield. 
I would stop mshing out to 
spend hundreds of thousands of 
dollars every few years to buy 
new teaching materials to teach 
to standardized tests that have 
never been proven to work. I 
would organize with education
al leaders in sunotmding cities 
and towns to fight for responsi
ble leadership in Boston and 
Washington and if that meant 
calling for an organized 'dis
obedience' on special education 
and testing, then so be it. 

For years, Boston and 
Washington have mandated 
increasingly expensive require
ments in these areas and have 
left local prope1ty owners foot
ing the bill. That is just wrong, 
and it probably could be chal
lenged in comt! 

In my view, shutting down 
schools should be the last 

option on the table, but it feels 
like it's the first and the only 
one folks are really talking 
about. 

I'll be the first to admit I am 
not privy to the details of the 
school budget. I don't know 
how much is being spent on 
what. I don't know if our prior
ities are straight in the budget or 
if there's a lot of room for 
improvement. I don't know if 
adding a few more desks to 
each classroom would hurt stu
dents, and if so how much it 
would hmt them. I don't know 
if the superintendent has too big 
a staff or too small a staff ( either 
could be pa1t of the problem). 

What I do know is the debate 
about the school budget has 
been going on for years and it 
will continue to go on even if 
we close two schools. That 
makes me feel as if, for some 
people, there is an agenda to 
close schools that is only 
tangentWendell Unanimous: 
Impeach Bush, Cheneyially 
related to the budget. That's 
what it feels like to me. I think 
voting to close one or two 
schools without having a larger 
plan for dealing with the budget 
is iITesponsible. It'll be pretty 
near impossible to open 
Montague Center School once 
it's closed. What's the msh? 

For the time being, I like the -
option that leaves MC school 
open as a K-6, utilizes part of 
Hillcrest as Pre-K and turns 
Sheffield into K-6. This leaves 
all of our future options open 
and saves a little money. It 
reh1ms the district to K-6 
schools (or K-5, okay, although 
I am not crazy about the idea of 
sending 6th graders to the junior 
high). As Montague's finance 
committee chair likes to say, 
this would be a win-win-win. 
Except, of course, for the rest of 
the $800K. 

SCHOOL 
from previous page 

ate three quality, small elemen
ta1y schools with long grade 
spans (Sheffield, Gill and 
Montague Center). This con
figuration is consistent with 
the research, the repo1t of the 
configuration committee and 
the choices parents make. It 
leaves room for students to 
join the disti·ict, rather than 
simply caving in to enrollment 
declines and school choice 
losses. There would still be a 
school in Turners Falls, so no 
pa1t of the community would 
lose a school. Hillcrest could 
be a pre-K center, reflecting 
one of its sti·engths. The rest of 
the Hillcrest building would be 
available to satisfy town needs 
or future school demographic 
changes. Montague and Gill 

LETTERS 
from previous page 

regular. We miss the Bowl and 
crew, and want to thank 
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would share a common vision 
in this option, unlike other 
options which create a double 
standard. 

Not to repeat myself, but for 
me, the option of creating two 
K-5 or K-6 schools, one in 
Montague Center, one in 
Tmners Falls, is a win-win
win. We would save some 
money but also do something 
positive for the future. I strong
ly feel this configuration 
would avoid more school 
choice losses and bring sh1-
dents back to the district. 

What is the 'vision' for the 
other options? I am not hearing 
one. All I am hearing about is a 
hypothetical budget gap that is 
creating panic and causing us 
to lose sight of our core values. 

Jeff Singleton is chair of the 
Montague finance committee. 

Michelle, Elaine and Ollie for 
brillgillg their v1s10n to 
Turners, if only for a brief 
time. 

- Sita Lang & Annt> Jemas 
Tmners Falls 

The Weekly Standard 
I have been so impressed 

with the paper that I compare 
other weeklies to it and they all 
fall short ( especially my local 
paper: the Cambridge 

Chronicle). You perfo1m a real 
service to the community. 
Congrah1lations! 

Grt>nt>lle Scott -
Camb1idge, MA 

Happy Holidays from a Chip off the Old Block 
Year! I am sitting here with not 

too much to do so I came up 
with the wild idea of sending 
you people in my old home
town, best wishes for the 
Holidays and a Great New 

From the son of a well
known R. Ripley Sr. 

bi@Y®les 
unlin1ited 

Christmas Sale! 
Iron Horse Excelsior and 
Comp road bikes are on sale 
at 30% off retail. 

- Robert Ripley Jr. 
Marlboro, NY 

322 High Street 
Greenfield 

(413) 772-2700 

Bring in this ad and 
take an additional 5% 

off the sale price. 
Sale is for in-stock 

bikes only. 

.i:\lso on sale are all the Iron Horse and K2 full suspension 
bikes in stock. Sale prices ,·ary from 10% to 25% off 

\Ve have a large supply of baggy shorts and short 
sleeve summer jersey's on sale. 

Mary Lou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR 

~ 

Negus Bt Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments 1Yftl'_ff1!fl'!JVC 
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COMPANY 
Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

.ADIATOR - = 
Plastic - Aluminum - Copper - Brass 

DlATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l Domestic ,. 
ooling Rte. 2, <,ti! 
:tern 863-4049 1-800-439-4049 

People often come to see us 
becouse their porents 
and their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
that kind of loyalry, 

~~ ~ f Where your purchase \ 
of a nu:morial is truly j a. tertamcnt of love 

and we work hard to keep it. 
-Gory and Ncmcy Melen MAIN OFFICE n3-9552~ 

10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 
"1be perfect remembrance' 

BOOKSaMORB 
A wide selection of new books in all categories! 

- . Cards & Handmade Local Crafts & Jewehy 

•

~. COMING SOON: USED BOOKS! 

Teachers: 15% off educational materials\ 
10% off all other books _J 

Hours: Tues - Sac 10- 5 863-9417 
74 AVENUE A• TURNERS FALLS 

(4ll) 834-7569 
C..M-OUJS MIO HAUU 

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your 

attic, basement. garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 

r---------, 
1 • BAKER==-> 1 
1 Office Supply 1 
I 10% Percent Fridays • 5-8 p.m. I 
I Take an additional 10% off your entire prtrchase! I 

www.bakerofficesupply.com 
I 310 Main Street• Greenfield I 
L TI4-2345 can Bonnie todav! .J ---------
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Mexico in Transition 
main square. In 
July came the 
national elections. 
Despite substantial 
leads in the polls in 
the mn-up to elec
tion day, the leftist 
candidate Manuel 
Lopez Obrador of 
the PRD (Party of 
the Democratic 
Revolucion) came 

and his guests exited. 
So what's next for 

l\,f,._..,.;,.., .. ,.') Th;,... ;,... +h ..... 
••..&. ..... ,~ .... -. .&. ... ~.., • .., ........ "' 

with his opponents. For his 
pa1t, Lopez Obrador continues 

cue" Mexico. But his focus, he 
now says, is on advancing the 
PRD cause, in Congress and at 
the state and local level. 

BY CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 
TURNERS FALLS - On a hot 
July day in 1963, in the small 
town in Mexico in which I was 
then living, I had an opporhmi
ty to shake hands with Mexican 
president Adolfo Lopez 
Mateos. He had come to 
Piedras Negras to inaugurate 
some sort of water project that 
was supposed to supply our 
town with nmning water for 
more than a few hours a day. 
Since Mexicans love parades, 
the local authorities of his party, 
Mexico's longtime governing 
party, the PRI (Institutional 
Revolutiona1y Party), managed 
to get Lopez Mateos to walk 
down a few blocks of dusty 
streets, glad handing the resi
dents. Within an hour or so the 
president was gone, and despite 
his visit, we still only had water 
mnning out of the tap in the 
middle of the night. 

out slightly behind 
Felipe Calderon, 
the standard-bearer 

An agent of the Presidential State Office con
fronts a legislator body-to-body to prevent the 
PRO deputies from taking the rostrum. of the governing 

right-wing PAN 
(National Action Pa1ty). 

question eve1yone in 
the cotmtry is asking. 
Without a mandate, 
without a majority 
(although the PAN has 
atu·acted PRI allies), 
and with a widespread 
sentiment that the elec
tion was stolen, can 
Calderon really gov
ern? The answer is, 
perhaps. 

Calderon is not 

This seems a sma1t move on 
the pa1t of both leaders. The 
PRD already controls the gov
ernments of six states, and since 
1997 has governed the 20 mil
lion citizens of Mexico City. In 
Congress, the PAN still has a 
slight majority of both senators 
and deputies. In the Chamber of 
Deputies, the PAN has 206 
seats and the PRD has 160, out 
of a total of 500. The PAN 
counts 52 senators to the PRD's 
36, out of 128 total. 

No one was tenibly sur
prised that nothing came of the 
promises. No one really expect
ed the Mexican government 
would ever make good on what 
they swore to do. Or as one old 
man in the crowd muttered, 
";,Como que Partido 
Revolucionario? Mas c6mo 
partido reaccionario. Necessi
tamos una verdadera revolu
ci6n. " (What kind of revolu
tiona1y pa1ty? It's more like a 
reactiona1y pa1ty. We need a 
real revolution.) 

The Mexican people are no 
longer so content simply to 
mutter about forsaken promises 
and the need for revolution. On 
Janua1y 1st 1994, a real revolu
tion began in the state of 
Chiapas when the EZLN (the 
Zapatistas) rose up in anned 
struggle against the govern
ment; six years ago the 
Mexican people voted out the 
PRI that had controlled Mexico 
for 71 years. And the movement 
for radical change has contin
ued apace. Early last summer, 
the teachers in Oaxaca went on 
strike, paralyzing the capital 
city with an encampment in the 

1111 

Immediately, the PRD sup
po1ters took to the streets to 
denounce the results as fraud, 
forcing a partial recount. For 
most of the summer Mexico 
City was the scene of protests, 
often with more than a million 
in the streets. After a recount of 
less than 10 percent of the bal
lots (and not, by any means, 
ballots in the most questionable 
sectors), the election tribunal 
rather predictably ruled that 
Calderon was the winner by 
less than one-half of one per
cent of the total vote. 

For the Bush folks, who had 
assisted Calderon, the deal was 
done. But Mexicans are not as 
complacent as Americans, and 
the snuggle has continued. In 
fact, a large segment of 
Mexican society has refused to 
accept the outcome of the pres
idential election. In November, 
Lopez Obrador was inaugurated 
as the "people's president" in a 
mock ceremony that drew hun
dreds of thousands of suppo1t
ers, covered live on television. 
And then, on December 1st, the 
day Calderon himself was sup
posed to take office, more 
protests erupted. This time the 
protests were not only in the 
streets of Mexico City, where 
over a htmdred thousand 
marched, but also within the 
Chamber of Deputies where the 
hand-over of power was to take 
place. 

Leftists banicaded the door-

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
-- Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- • -....., Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

ways in an attempt to keep 
Calderon and his distinguished 
visitors, including Bush senior 
and the King of Spain, from 
entering. Calderon's cadre 
blocked the other doors in an 
attempt to prevent more PRD 
members from entering. 
Fistfights broke out. Finally, 
amid a throng of security per
sonnel, Calderon and his visi
tors entered. Over the catcalls 
and whistles and demmciations 
that erupted from the PRD 
deputies, Calderon was sworn 
in. Within four minutes of 
entering the chamber, Calderon 

nearly as a1rngant as 
the Bush/Cheney crew, who 
despite stealing at least one if 
not two elections totally 
ignored the opposition. Afready 
the new president has pledged 
to adopt two of the PRD's 
major campaign promises: free 
health care for all children in 
Mexico and a reduction in the 
president's own salary and 
those of other top government 
officials. 

Calderon is well aware that 
he must embrace at least some 
of the PRD proposals, and has 
proposed an ongoing dialogue 

Clearly, Mexico is changing. 
No longer do the Mexican peo
ple believe they have to accept 
what comes, or does not come, 
from their leaders. They fully 
expect that Lopez Obrador and 
his PRD followers will be tI1.1e 
to their promise to keep the 
pressure on Calderon to create 
oppo1tunity for all Mexicans. 
U.S. Democrats ought to take 
note. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Man in Roadway, All OK 
Wt>dnesday 11-29 

12: 10 p .m. Trespassing 
issues on Ben Hale Road. 
Officer sent, tmder investiga
tion. 

4:50 p.m. Repo1t of a larce
ny from a Main Road business, 
tmder investigation. 

Thursday 11-30 
9:48 p.m. Report of two 

male subjects fighting in the 
area of the French King 
Bridge. Unable to locate in 
area. 

10:10 p.m. Anested 

, charged with OUI 
on French King Highway 

F1iday 12-01 

2:45 p.m. Repo1t of male 
subject lying on side of road
way on West Gill Road near 
South Cross Road. Subject 
fmmd. No problems. 

7:35 p.m. Report of live 
power wires down across West 
Gill Road near Franklin Road; 
fire depa1tment responded. 

Saturday 12-02 
10: 15 p .m. Assisted 

Bernardston police with intoxi
cated subject on West 
Motmtain Road. 

Sunday 12-03 
12:15 a.m. Repo1t of loose 

cow on West Gill Road, near 
golf course. Unable to locate 
same. 

Monday 12-04 
11 :20 am. Repo1t of minor 

motor vehicle accident at inter
section of West Gill Road and 
Franklin Road. Under investi
gation. 

6:01 p.m. Medical call on 
Boyle Road, responded with 
BHA and Gill EMS. No trans
port. 

Tut>sday 12-05 
3: 15 p.m. Assisted state 

police with medical emergency 
on Northfield Road in 
Bernardston. 

5:45 pm. Walk-in report at 
station of criminal harassment 
complaint. Report taken. 

PRODUCE • CHEESE 
BUTTER • EGGS 

TRUCKING • OLIVES 

Sm.okin' H~ppo 
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20 lircnch King Highway 
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Patrick Smith 
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Turners Falls, MA 

Patrick@Mtdata.com 

• EASTERN 0 WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

lnfraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-863·9409 
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LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
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Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
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Straightening 
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Thirteen a Lucky Number for TFHS 
National Honor Society Inductees 
BY ALI URBAN 
Thirteen Turners 
Falls High 
School students 
were inducted 
into the George F. 
Wrights on 
Chapter of the 

e:>c 1--tc:,c:, L 

LIGH,~ 

membership. National Honor Society at acer
emony in the TFHS theater 
November 30th. Parents, 
friends, relatives and teachers 
gathered to recognize the select
ed juniors and seniors for their 
academic achievement and 
community involvement. 

Ernest Brown of the 
Montague Elks made a special 
address to the members. He 
encouraged sh1dents to get 
involved in their community, 
saying NHS and civic organiza
tions are good vehicles to help 
better the community. 

Thirteen Turners Falls High School students 111ere inducted into the National Honor Society on Nov. 30th. 

To be inducted, juniors must 
achieve a grade point average of 
3.7 while seniors need a 3.5. 
Students then fill out an applica
tion listing their co-curricular 
activities, leadership positions, 
service and community activi
ties, work experience, recogni
tion and awards. A faculty selec
tion committee reviews the 
applications and makes its deci
sion. 

Selection is based on stu
dents' scholarship, service, 
leadership and character. NHS 
officers highlighted these quali
ties with a candle-lighting cere
mony at the induction, explain
ing their importance within the 

"While you're here (in high 
school) and when you go to col
lege, please look outside to get 
involved in whatever communi
ty you're in," he said. "The help 
you can give to others will defi
nitely be the greatest feeling of 
gratification you'll ever have in 
your life." 

New members were present
ed with membership pins and 
ce1tificates of membership by 
GMRSD superintendent Sue 
Gee and TFHS principal Jeff 
Kenney. The new members also 
signed the membership book, 
which contains signatures of 
earlier members dating from 

1975. It was interesting for sh1-
dents to find the signah1res of 
parents, siblings and friends 
from years past. 

During his remarks, Kenney 
acknowledged parents, grand
parents, teachers, friends and 
mentors because their support 
"has been important, and it 
shows here." He added, "This is 
a step along the way. I know the 
contributions you have yet to 
make will be as wonderful as 
the contributions you've aheady 
made." 

Community involvement 
remains impo1tant after mem
bers are inducted. The George F. 

GMEF Awards Grants for School Initiatives 
GILL-MONTAGUE - At the 
Tuesday, November 14th meet
ing, the Gill-Montague Regional 
School Committee announced 
the following Gill-Montague 
Education Fund grants for the 
following cuniculum enhance
ment initiatives, totaling 
$5,426.96: 

Betsy Burnham - "Science 
Alive!" $790 - First and second 
grade1s at Hillcrest: School will 
w01k with the Hitchcock Center 
for the Environment . 

Kelly Chase - "Lego 
Mindstonns Robotics 
Inventions" $1,000 - Grades 5 
and 6 will use iMac computer to 
build and showcase inventions. 

Yanik Nichols - "Les 
Ecmies de Joesphine dinner in 
Palis" $675 - Students will 
enjoy French dinner and shows 
dming nip to Palis (they 
fundraised for the nip them
selves). 

Jeff Lord - "Roman 
Legionary - Legion III 
Cyrenaica" $200 - Roman 
Legionary re-enactor from the 
Higgins Alm01y Museum will 
pe1fo1m for 51 Latin and human
ities class students. 

Ch1istopher Klosson -
"Tapping into Music" $484.96 
TFHS Alternative Leaming 
Program will use two guitars and 
a po1table elecn-onic keyboard to 

promote education and social 
skills. 

Chlistine Jutres and Lo1i 
Saylor - "Quilt Chronicles" 
$477 - K-2 Hillcrest students, 
who are studying quilting over 
two years, will take a field nip to 
Brattleboro Museum quilt exhi
bitions. 

Diane Hirtle - "Because 
they Asked" $300 - TFHS 
Libraiian will provide reading 
mateiial based on hei· tracking of 
student requests. 

Vickie Healy - "SADD 
Chapter for TF11S" $1,000 -
Students Against Desnuctive 
Decisions chaptei· will be re
started by TFHS nurse. 

Wrightson Chapter of the 
National Honor Society has 
been active in such projects as 
Christmas caroling at local 
nursing homes and selling flow
ers to raise money for cancer 
research. 

Gee also spoke to the sh1-
dents. She praised their attri
butes, calling them resourceful 
problem solvers and promoters 
of school activities, who share a 
positive attih1de about life, 
uphold principles of morality 
and ethics and show courtesy 
and respect for others. She 
added the inductees have 
"ah·eady been quite powerful in 
their community," and reminded 
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them "knowledge is the key to 
accomplishment in life." 

Gill-Montague Regional 
School Committee chair Mary 
Kociela recognized that the sh1-
dents' achievement has not 
come easily because of the high 
standards for acadeinic excel
lence, community service and 
co-curricular activity. She 
advised them to "drink in the 
grandeur of the evening" and 
what they have accomplished to 
get to this point. 

The new members of the 
George F. Wrightson Chapter of 
the National Honor Society are 
seniors Laura Babij and 
Christopher Sicard, and juniors 
Alix Ackerman, Abbey Daniel
Green, Amanda Golembeski, 
Samuel Johnson, Stephanie 
Joly, Kayla Pecor, Molly Peny, 
Alexander Tufano, Alice Urban, 
Gina Vamzzo and Katlyn Vear. 

Breakfast With 
Santa 

Sunday, Dec. 10th 
7-10:30 a.m. 

at the Montague Elks 
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, 

sausage, hot and cold beverages 

Adults: $4 
Students/Seniors: $3 

10 & Under: $2 

To Benefit the TFHS 
Class of 2007! 

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 
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Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 
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FASHION 
continued from pg 1 

Janke and Brewster first con
ceived of the idea of a fashion 
show last year, using the clothes 
left behind by the latmdromat's 
patrons. This year, once again, 
Janke gave a grab bag of clothes 
over to local designers, and 
asked them to create their own 
line of hot couture, to be mod
eled by friends. 

In order to boost the town's 
gathering artistic momentum, 
Janke decided the fashion show 
should happen on the same 
weekend as the Alt Walk. "Me 
and my friends thought it would 
be a good idea to merge the 
events, since my establishment 
has a perfect room in the back 
for an a1t galle1y, as well as live 
perfo1mances." Janke charged 
ten dollars per ticket for the 
event, but the 80-person capaci
ty hall was sold out before the 
tickets officially went on sale, 
the Monday before the show. 
You had to know somebody to 
get in. 

The night began arotmd 8:30 
with a slew of bands and per
fo1mance art. Neil Yotmg (not 

that Neil Young) performed a 
solo act, with an explorative 
sotmd, called Bomptreb. Jeremy 
Latch of Moscow Mule also 
perfo1med, with haunting key
boards and a crooning tenor. 
Coco Akula Schatchtl, from 
Moscow Mule, added to the 
tonal smorgasbord. A scatalogi
cal comedy skit, written and 
performed by George Myers 
and Ben Hersey, followed, 
called Episode 7. 

At 10 p m. Evolution 
Revolution, a six-piece band 
from Troy, NY took over the 
space with their introverted 
groove rock: Jason Ma1tin, lead 
guitar and vocals, Jenn 
MacArron, bass and vocals, 
Jessie Pellerin, clarinet and 
vocals, Jessica Shaver, saxo
phone and vocals, Ross 
Goldstein, keyboards, and 
Aaron Smith, percussion, took 
the oddly contoured back room 
by storm. They were dressed in 
outlandish stage attire consist
ing of various animal masks, 
tails and creature features, and 
they gave an exceptional per
fo1mance of bluesy glam-funk 
with ove1tones of early seven
ties glitter. Evolution 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Revolution displays a rock star 
aesthetic reminiscent of old
school showmanship, especially 
MacArron, the bass player, 
wearing Brian F eny flared 
slacks and wide lapels. While 
hiding behind her chicken 
mask, she displayed a juicy 
charisma rarely seen on stage 
these days. 

While the bands played on, 
fashion designers, Anja Schutz, 
Sarah Pmitt, Rachel Teumin, 
and Anne Harding scurried 
arotmd, getting their models 
gussied up amongst the dusty 
pipes and heating ducts in the 
laundromat basement. 

At eleven o'clock, folks 
gathered around the washing 
machines and diyers. All eyes 

see FASIDON pg 8 

RIGHT: Cheri Monnette 
BELOW: 
1. Mariae/ena Garcia 
2. Lea Donnan 
3. Matthew Latkiewicz 
4. Anja Schutz 
5. Charlotte Spatcher 
6. Ilse Damkoehler 
7. Dianna Destefano 
8. Anna Benoit 
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FASHION 
continued from pg 8 
were fixed on the runway, 
while models sporting attire 
that varied from comfy and 
casual - something one might 
slip into after a swim at the 
beach - to dresses fit for a drag 
queen's ball, climbed the short 
flight of stairs to the spotlit 
track. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Jamie Berger was MC for 
the event, while his dog Bo 
took a trip down the runway 
with model Dianna Destefano, 
clad in a kimono wrap with a 
draw string skiit, a slightly 
more sophisticated look than 
the preceding model, Molly 
Simpson, who spo1ted a punk 
rock take on a jungle woman 
outfit, barely covering her ass. 

Laundromat Owner Chris Janke 

A bevy of bodies sashayed 
and undulated under the glar
ing stage lights, while house 
music pulsed over the sound 
system, and the audience itself, 
decked to the nines, looked on 
in awe. 

The first four models, repre
sented by Harding, wore outfits 
constructed from Terri cloth 
bath towels coupled with what 
looked like denim, and deemed 
perfect for a stroll through a 
gentle summer rain. 

The next four models were 

Jenn MacA.rron 

represented by Schutz, and 
wore skimpy skiits and dresses 
with a so1t of new wave, post 
punk Flash Dance vibe, that 
looked like they might have 
been work T-shiits at an early 
point in their careers. 

The music kicked up a notch 
as four or five more models 
strutted their stuff for the cam
eras, each sporting a Pruitt cre
ation, consisting of evening 
wear constructed from fabric 
and clear garbage bags, shel
lacked with glitter. Loud, 
aggressive cheers flooded the 
laundromat as one model per
fo1med a seductive wiggle for 
her audience, her hair glowing 
like a garland in Times Square. 

The last cluster of models 
sauntered out wearing Teumim 
togs. Matthew Latkiewicz did a 
little dance in a costume that
teetered between a jailbird suit 
and a Victorian-era gent's 
bathing costume, constmcted 
out of stretchy striped pajamas. 
He ca111ed barbells made from 
balloons. 

Arotmd midnight, all the 
models and fashion designers 
gathered on the runway, to take 
their final tum before an enthu
siastic audience, then segued to 
a late night dance spree, where 
all guests were welcome to 
join. The last pedestrians strag
gled by and peered through the 
fogged pane glass windows of 
the latmdromat, and vowed to 
di-ink less next time. 

II 

MCTV Praised, Criticized 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - With 
ChI'is Sawyer-Laucanno deliver
ing the cable advis01y commit
tee's third quaiterly report to the 
Montague selectboard on the 
progress of the town's cable tele
vision station, his wife Pat11cia 
Pmitt, another avowed suppo1ter 
of MCTV wielding the gavel, 
and erstwhile MCTV opponent 
Allen Ross on vacation, it fell to 
board member Pat Allen to pro
vide a healthy dose of criticism 
of the local access station's per
fo1mance to date. (Full disclo
sure, this reporter could easily 
be counted among MCTV's 
longterm suppo1ters, as well.) 

''The cable adviso1y commit
tee is ve1y pleased with what 
MCTV is doing," Laucanno told 
the board on Monday, December 
4th. We feel we're moving in a 
positive direction for Montague. 
Not only are they taping govern
ment meetings, but they are also 
broadcasting the school configu
ration hearings. the Veterans 
Day ceremony, the Peoples 
Harvest, and other community 
events. Their financials are won
derful, their administration is 
exti·emely tight about how they 
spend their money. They ai·e 
doing what we hoped they 
would be doing, and we are 
encouraging them to keep doing 
that," Sawyer-Laucanno said. 

"A couple of thoughts," inter
posed Allen. "Special town 
meeting, I aprreciate they had 
new people mnning things, but 
there were significant problems 
[ with the audio and the video]. 
Also, the latest school commit
tee meeting [ on school closing]: 
All of a sudden, off it wen, at the 
most important pait, the last 45 
minutes," when votes were 
taken. "So you're left in limbo." 

''These are both issues we are 
very aware of," said Sawyer
Laucano. "And we got a good 
explanation." 

He said the high school had 
preset the audio levels for the 
special town meeting, and the 
MCTV producers played catch
up during the meeting to estab
lish better sound. As for last 
week's school committee meet-

ing, MCTV had been informed 
positively that the meeting 
would not nm longer than two 
hours, so had programmed 
another tape to air at 2 hours and 
10 minutes later. The meeting 
ran neai·ly 3 hours, and three 
importaiit votes were taken neai· 
the end. 

Allen continued, "We are 
still heai'ing complaints they ai·e 
having a hard time heai'ing the 
people talking," dm'ing regulai· 
selectboard meetings. 

Sawyer-Laucanno said the 
problem had improved, but that 
people like himself who tend to 
mumble, and ai·e not wearing 
microphones like the board 
members, need to learn to speak 
up. 

Allen asked what had become 
of the much publicized new 
MCTV logo. Sawyer-Laucanno 
answered the image had been 
provided by the contest winner 
in a low-resolution format, and a 
higher resolution version was 
expected at the station soon. 

In other news, the board 
approved a request by Denise 
DiPaolo for an entertainment 
license, so she may provide live 
acoustic jazz at Ristorante 
DiPaolo. She left the meeting in 
time to host a jazz duo that very 
evening at the popular Italian 
restaurant, where jazz will be a 
regular Monday night feature. 

Art Gilmore, chair of the 
Soldiers Memorial Tmstees, 
received approval for a request 
for $7,000 in program income 
ftmds for the new veterans 
memo11al on Avenue A. Along 
with a pledge for $13,000 from 
the Greenfield Savings Bank, 
the town ftmds will augment the 
$79,000 the trustees have 
already raised. 

The scaled down plans for the 
memo11al will include individual 
granite markers for each of the 
major wars America has been 
involved in, along with the 
names of Montague residents 
who served in many of those 
conflicts. The tmstees hope to 
break ground next sp1'ing. 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Wendell Shopping for a New Town Attorney 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
John Gates plans to retire as 
Wendell's town counsel. As the 
November 29th selectboard 
meeting opened, attorney 
Donna MacNichol of 
MacNichol, Tombs, and Brown 
from Greenfield met with the 
board, interviewing as a 
possible replacement for Gates. 
MacNichol now represents the 
Franklin County Council of 
Governments, the solid waste 
district, ten towns, and two 
school districts in Franklin 
County. She has experience 
with many aspects of small 
town legal situations, including 
employment, subdivision and 
zoning regulations, and 
contracts. She has run seminars 
to help newly elected board 
members learn the basic legal 
st:Iucture of their position, and 
in Orange, when the entire 
planning board was replaced, 
she helped the new board 
members pick up where the 
prior board had stopped work. 

She charges $100 an hour 
flat rate to towns, less than the 
regular fee for legal services, 
and does not charge for travel 
within Franklin County. She is 
available for quick telephone 
advice, and said she could send 
an email for a fast but 
informally written response, 
and follow that with a paper 
copy. 

Selectboard member Dan 
Keller asked about a recent 
auction of town property in 
which the town did not accept 
the highest bidder, but instead 
accepted a lower bid with the 

hope of keeping land taxable. 
The higher bidder sued, and the 
town settled by accepting his 
bid, and losing the ability to tax 
the property. 

MacNichol answered the 
town might have fashioned a 
Request for Proposals (RFP), to 
define more precisely what the 
selectboard had in mind for the 
property. She cited a similar 
example in the town of Gill, 
where a home developer 
wanted to purchase one of the 
only properties in town really 
suitable for industrial or 
commercial expansion. She 
also suggested an RFQ 
(Request for Qualifications) to 
selectboard chair Ted Lewis 
when he asked if the town could 
prefer the bid of an abutter to 
make the abutter's lot conform 
to town zoning bylaws. 

MacNichol said adding one 
more town to her client list 
would not overload her firm, 
although the workload seems to 
come in waves. She has worked 
as long as 25 years with some 
clients, and said she would love 
to serve Wendell. 

At its next meeting, the 
selectboard will interview a 
representative from Kopelman 
and Paige of Northampton. 

Building Unfit for Habitation 
Building inspector Phil 

Delorey met with the board to 
report on developments 
concerning rental units on Elm 
Street in Wendell Depot. 
Tenants initiated a complaint 
about faulty wmng and 
plumbing and the owner did 

*CWcnde(fCffofida~ g;air 
December 9th a %0th 

Saturday: Ioam-spnt • Swaday: Uam-4pm 
Wendell Town Hall 

Come holiday shop with local crafters, artists * 
and business folks! Exceptional handmade, : •. 

quality gifts including artwork, jewelry, hand • • 
blown glass and much, much more! 

lvlusical entertainment: 
Saturday 1-3 Kevin Skorpua • Sunday 1-3 Kellianna 

nothing. The state of the septic 
system is unknown, but the 
property, close to the Millers 
River, does not have enough 
area for a septic system 
adequate for four apartments, 
Delorey said. The board of 
health inspected, and the case 
was brought to housing court in 
October. The owner appeared in 
comt, but left when the case 
was not heard right away, and 
has said she cannot afford to 
make the necessary repairs to 
the property. 

At a court-ordered 
inspection of the prope1ty on 
December 1st, a judge from the 
Springfield Housing Court 
deemed the building unfit for 
habitation. She ordered that 
tenants leave the building that 
day and not spend another night 
in the apa1tments until repairs 
are made. The owner is 
responsible for their lodging 
until they find another place to 
live. 

Town Building Progress 
The new town office and 

library buildings are finally 
showing real progress. But 
Lewis said some of the 
plywood decking has 
delaminated in recent rains. 
Delorey said the plywood is 
tongue and groove, so 
removing one or several pieces 
will destroy the integrity 
created by the tongue and 
groove. Lewis said that at the 
last building meeting the clerk 
of the works insisted on better 
site safety, including hard hats, 
and dumpsters on site for better 
cleanup. 

Keller repo1ted 50 feet of 
piping had been laid down for 
the new buildings' water 
supply, as of the 29th of 
November. 

The finance committee, 
Michael Idoine and Jim Slavas, 
met briefly with the selectboard 
to make sure they were on the 
same page concerning the 
warrant for the special town 

meeting scheduled for 
December 6th. Most of the 
a1ticles would take money from 
the foundation reserve accotmt 
(state 'pothole' money) for 
expenses, two new fornaces for 
the town hall, an interest 
payment for the new fire truck 
not included in the annual town 
meeting wan-ant, highway bills 
from prior years, money to 
supplement the fire depa1tment 
budget that was depleted during 
the tornado response, money to 
pay for removing and grinding 
the root balls left from felled 
trees from that sto1m that are so 
close to the road they would 
interfere with winter plowing. 
Alticle 1 would pay for moving 
the veterans memorial from the 
front of the library to the area of 
the gazebo, and adding other 
memorials from other war·s, (the 
stones are afready paid for) and 
moving the flagpole to the 
center of the memorials so the 
flag no longer wraps itself 
arotmd the tree. 

Alticle 9 would allow an 
easement by the town for 
Verizon to place a pole to supply 
electricity to the new town office 
building, and Article 10 have 
Wendell join other towns in 
telling Congress to impeach 
both President Bush, and Vice 
President Cheney. 

ldoine asked if the 
selectboard had considered 
writing a letter of appreciation to 
representative Steve Kulik and 
senator Stan Rosenberg for their 
effort in getting Wendell the 
pothole money, as a partial 
compensation for the $148,000 
the town lost from the state in 
PILOT (payment in lieu of 
taxes) money in fiscal '07. 

Heard relayed a request by 
music teacher Ed Hines to rent 
the town hall from 10:30 to 
11 :00 am. on Friday, December 
8th for a seasonal concert by the 
Swift River School fifth and 
sixth grade choms. She invited 
the other selectboard members 
and all townspeople to attend, 

and said the chorus really does a 
good job, that Hines gets even 
quiet students to sing out. 

Town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich brought out papers for 
selectboard members to sign 
confirming the conservation 
restriction on the land recently 
sold by Kate Neilson. Keller 
said he was a little mystified at 
why the selectboard had any 
control over the n·ansaction, and 
Aldrich answered, unlike a 
Chapter 61 restriction that can 
be bought back, this restriction 
is pe1manent, and requires 
approval by both the town and 
the state secreta1y of 
environmental affairs. 

The Franklin Cotmty Solid 
Waste District wrote to Wendell 
asking that the town appoint a 
representative. 

Old Egypt Road 
Old Egypt Road has had a 

locked gate on it since Theo 
Bennett, the owner of the 
property south of the road, 
acquired the property north of 
the road from RDI in the late 
1990s. Lewis said the town 
discontinued maintenance of the 
road, but did not discontinue the 
road itself. Now two people who 
own property along Old Egypt 
Road want vehicle access to 
their property, and have 
contacted the selectboard on the 
matter. Lewis said he thought 
the road was still a public way; 
Keller asked if Lewis would 
bring the issue up with Bennett. 

Robin Pierce came in to ask 
for information about the 
process of getting a class II 
license to sell more than three 
automobiles a year·. The town 
may issue no more class ill 
salvage licenses, but there is no 
such limitation on class II 
licenses. 

The selectboar·d gave Rosalie 
Rosser pe1mission to use the 
town hall as a place to wrap 
presents for Good Neighbors, 
because the town has no senior 
center this winter. 
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TFHS Government Students Learn Community Involvement 
BY CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUCANNO 

A few weeks ago, Turners 
Falls High School government 
teacher Heather Batchelor 
brought in seven members of 
the famed Bread and Puppet 
Theater Company to perfo1m 
workshops in street theater with 
two of her senior classes. On 
December 6th, she organized a 
somewhat less famous but no 
less impo1tant group to talk to 
those same students about how 
they could become involved in 
the community. The panelists 
included Chip Wood, principal 
of Sheffield Elementary; Jeff 
Kenney, TFHS principal, Doug 
Brown of the Montague police; 
Kara McGlaughlin, who mns 
peer mediation at TFHS; Karen 
Foster, the Middle School After
School Program director; Jared 
Libby from the Brick House; 
and from the Montague 
Reporter, Christopher Sawyer
Laucanno. 

Although each of the pan
elists spoke individually about 
how Batchelor's students could 
contribute to the community, 
the common theme was that of 
taking initiative to create posi
tive change. Wood, acknowl
edging that the sh1dents present 
had invested in their education, 
encouraged them to empower 
younger students, pa1ticularly in 
the elementaiy schools, to see 
that education provided endless 
opporhlnities. "You may not 
realize it, but younger kids look 
up to you. You can be real role 
models for them." He suggested 
that sh1dents volunteer to help 
out at Monatgue Catholic Social 
Ministries' day care facility, 
work in the after-school pro
grams, present at Sheffield's all
school assembly, or simply talk 
to siblings or neighbor kids 
about investing in themselves 
by investing in education. 
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Kara McGlaughlin explains principles of peer mediation to IFHS government students, as members of the panel look on. 

Libby reminded the classes self." public cost of vandalism. 
that the Brick House has a vari- Both Brown and McGlaughlin spoke to the sh1-
ety of programs for teens, some McGlaughlin addressed issues dents about hlming aggressive 
initiated by teens themselves. that create negative forces in the behavior into asse1tive behav
He encouraged shldents to work community. Officer Brown ior. "Get out of the fight/flight 
with him on the rehabilitation of mentioned three of his major cycle," she said. "Become a 
the Turners Falls skate park. concerns: one, that there were peer mediator, or at the ve1y 
Kenney told the shldents that all too many young kids in least work to peacefully resolve 
arotmd them numerous oppo1tu- Montague on the streets, vie- your own conflicts or those of 
nities existed for making a dif- tims of active or benign neglect; others. What is lacking in public 
ference, from h1toring younger two, vandalism and graffiti tag- education is communication." 
kids to talking to the parks and ging; and three, senior citizen Foster, echoing earlier remarks 
recreation department about isolation. He encouraged sh1- about helping younger kids, rec
staiting up a Saturday morning dents to watch out for the little ommended that sh1dents 
flag football league or helping ones, make some muffins for 
out at the senior center. "You elderly neighbors in order to 
don't need to wait for someone open a dialogue with them, and 
to call on you. Take action your- help educate others about the 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: Friday, December 8th through Thursday, December 14th 

Friday, December 8 

SIRUM EQUIPMENT 

JOHN DEERE 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERETM 

become after-school tutors, or 
initiate their own activities with 
yotmger school children. 

Sawyer-Laucanno mentioned 
that, at present, junior Ali Urban 
is the sole Montague Reporter 
spokesperson for high school 
happenings and issues, and that 
the paper welcomed all sh1dents 
to write, submit cartoons or 
poems, take photographs, or 
even help maintain the comput
ers. He told the sh1dents that 
since the high school no longer 
had a student paper, they should 
consider the Montague 
Reporter as their paper. "We'll 
give you a section once a 
month, if you'd like, to write 
about what you want." He 
solicited position papers for 
guest editorials. 

Batchelor held the panel 
symposium to give the sh1dents 
ideas for their final projects, 
which are due by the end of the 
semester. We look fo1ward to 
seeing how they put the ideas 
into action. 

GET YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS AT SIRUM 
EQUIPMENT! 

8:00 am Montague Update-Gina McNeely 
9:00 am Montague Selectboard 12/4 
10:30 am Waterfowl Identification 

6:30 pm On the Table: Cooking with 
Michael Collins 8520 Pedal Tractor 

11 :00 am Wind Changes 
6:00 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow# 21 
6:30 pm The 2006 National Honor Society 
Induction 
7:30 pm TFHS Weekly Review 
8:00 pm The Cost of Freedom 
10:00 pm Peskeomskut Park Renovations 

Saturday, December 9 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #21 
8:30 am The 2006 National Honor Society 
Induction 
9:30 am TFHS Weekly Review 
10:00 am The Cost of Freedom 
12:00 pm Peskeomskut Park Renovations 
6:00 pm On the Table: Cooking with 
Michael Collins 
6:30 pm NASA Connect The Right Ratio 
of Rest 
7 00 pm The Well Being: Managing 
Diabetes Today 
8:00 pm School Forum-Gill 
10:00 pm Mass Wilderness-Autumn 

Sunday, December 10 
8:00 am On the Table: Cooking with 
Michael Collins 
8:30 am NASA Connect The Right Ratio 
of Rest 
900 am The Well Being: Managing 
Diabetes Today 
10:00am School Forum-Gill 
12:00 pm Mass Wilderness-Autumn 
6:00 pm Montague Update-Gina McNeely 
7:00 pm School Forum-Montague Center 
10:00 pm Mass Wilderness-Winter 

Monday, December 11 
8:00 am Montague Update-Gina McNeely 
9:00 am School Forum-Montague Center 
12:00 am Mass Wilderness-Winter 

7:00 pm Montague Selectboard LIVE 
9:00 pm The 2006 National Honor Society 
Induction 
10:00 pm School Forum-Sheffield 

Tuesday, December 12 
8:00 am On the Table: Cooking with 
Michael Collins 
8:30 am The 2006 National Honor Society 
Induction 
9:00 am School Forum-Sheffield 
5:30 pm TFHS Weekly Review 
6:00 pm GMRSD Meeting LIVE 
10 00 pm Montague Update-Gina 
McNeely 
11 :00 pm Living in the Shadow of the 
Vernon Reactor 

Wednesday, December 13 
8:00 am TFHS Weekly Review 
8:30 am Montague Update-Gina McNeely 
9:30 am Living in the Shadow of the 
Vernon Reactor 
6:30 pm NASA Destination Tomorrow #21 
7:00 pm GED Connection #18 
7:30 pm The Well Being: Managing 
Diabetes Today 
8:30 pm The Cost of Freedom 
10:30 pm Tiny Tim 

Thursday, December 14 
8:00 am NASA Destination Tomorrow #21 
8:30 am GED Connection #18 
9:00am The Well Being: Managing 
Diabetes Today 
10:00 am The Cost of Freedom 
12:00 am Tiny Tim 
6:00 pm Montague Update-Gina McNeely 
7:00 pm Montague Selectboard 12/11 
9:00 pm Surviving the Vernon Reactor #2 
10 00 pm Farmers Market Concert: 
Stephanie Marshall 
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/ Montague Center 
/chool Shares Results 

of Sawmill River Study 

lire at the Ion a ue Center School in 1956, Taylor 
di,erted 11 firm the pond by the school. "We think it 

llre pend," said a first Qrader named Sahaley. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
Montague Center School, one of 
four EIC (Environment as an 
Integrating Cuniculum) schools 
in the Commonwealth, held an 
all school presentation of the 
results of the students' environ
mental studies of the Sawmill 
River Watershed on Wednesday. 
Seated in a wide circle in the 
auditorium, students from each 
class filed up to the microphone 
and related statistics, obse1va
tions, and hypotheses drawn 
from the natural world around 
them. 

"A hypotheses is kind of a 
guess after you've gathered sci
entific information," explained 

one young lady from Ms. 
Mieczkowski's 3rd grade. Under 
the tutelage of Colleen Kelly, a 
naturalist from the Amherst
based Hitchcock Center for the 
Environment who has worked 
with the entire school communi
ty for years under the grant-fund
ed program, the youngsters have 
gathered a great deal of scientif
ic information indeed. 

Ms. Wortell's kinderga1ten 
class started off the proceedings, 
reading from an "I Spy" book 
they wrote about their first trip to 
the Sawmill River. A boy named 
Jonathan saw a hole in a tree, a 
student named Andy saw some 
leaves, and Dakota saw "da 
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river!" Other kindergartners 
noticed a cat, some benies, milk
weed and a cricket. 

Building on these obse1va
tions, first graders coached by 
Ms. Jorgensen described the his
tory and ecology of the school 
pond. A student named Sahaley 
said, "We asked a lot of people in 
the community about the histo1y 
of the school pond. Mr. Voudren 
knew the most about it." In the 
1700s, Taylor Brook took water 
downhill from the fa1ms on 
Taylor Hill. After the fire at the 
Montague Center School in 
1956, Taylor Brook was dive1ted 
to fo1m the pond by the school. 
"We think it was made to be a 
fire pond," said Sahaley. 

In September, water in the 
pond measured 20 inches deep, 
at 70 degrees. "I saw a tadpole," 
repo1ted a young herpetologist. 

Riley related some facts about 
beavers, though none of these 
had been spotted in the school 
pond. "Beavers make houses out 
of sticks. Their house is called a 
lodge. They eat bark." He didn't 
mention anything about flooding 
people's basements. A hypothe
sis like that would require a field 
trip to Montague City Road, in 
spring. 

The first graders studied five 
distinct habitats: the pond, the 
river, the field, the faim field, 
and the woods. They sang an 
enthusiastic song about different 
habitats, to the tune of"Lollipop, 
Lollipop." One verse went like 
this: 

''The forest is a habitat, a ve1y 
special habitat, It's where the 

tallest trees are at, It's where a 
bear can scratch its back, 
Renews the oxygen in fact, The 
forest is a habitat that we depend 
on ... " 

There's room in Washington 
for that kind of common sense 
environmentalism. 

Second grade teacher Amy 
Calkins ushered her students 
through a recitation of a non-fic
tion book they have prepared 
based on a field trip to the 
Sawmill River. "We went walk
ing and walking and walking," it 
began. But, after a scavanger 
hunt incorporating natural 
objects like squinel's food, green 
plants, something red, and a 
pai·achute, the students admitted, 
"We thought walking was too 
much fun." However, one noted 
"a prickle bush with thorns, ve1y 
sharp, don't touch!" And another 
found "Poison ivy, so poisonous 
you would be really itchy. It 
grows up a tree. Don't go neai·!" 

They found nahll'al para
chutes in the many seeds of a 
milkweed pod, something red in 
benies poisonous to humans but 
delectable to birds, and recorded 
different sense impressions of 
Japanese knotweed. One girl 
thought the invasive plant 
"smelled like speaimint," but 
young Kin Srey thought it 
smelled "like sushi". 

Grape vines with their twisty 
tendrils yield grapes that smell, 
well, like grape soda, one young 
naturalist averred. And the 
method of constrncting 'leaf 
boats' was carefully explained. 
Take a sycamore leaf, they ai·e 
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nice and big, and push the stem 
through the leaf to fo1m a minia
ture caravel, "then let it go in the 
river." The s01t of vessel a mouse 
would captain proudly. 

Stone Dresser said, ''The leaf 
restaurants ai·e closed for the 
winter. There is not enough stlll 
for them to make their food." 

One student noticed "a weird 
looking slug, green with red dots 
on it." Another fotmd a snake 
under a log. "It is cool, brown, 
and five inches long." 

The second graders got 
together in groups of four or five 
and wrote plays about their field 
trip. They will share their plays 
at all school meeting on Friday. 

The third graders asked ques
tions like "How healthy is the 
river?" and tried to dete1mine the 
answers. They fotmd out the 
source of the Sawmill is at Lake 
Wyola and the mouth is at the 
Connecticut, down by Meadow 
Road. They described their sci
entific method: Ask a question, 
gather info1mation, fo1m and test 
hypotheses, then tell others what 
you found. 

They demonstrated the 
amotmt of drinking water in the 
world today with a vistial dis
play. Assuming the total amount 
of water on Earth was eqtial to a 
little more than three gallons, 
then 1 gallon would be salt 
water, 1 ½ gallons would be 
locked in glaciers, and ¾ of cup 
would be available fresh water. 

"Out of all the water in the 
world, this is all the water we 
have left to drink," said one 
ymmg lady, holding up a ¾ cup 
measure. The other sh1dents 
seemed concerned to heai· this. 

The third graders also proved 
how fast a pill bug can travel. 
Under the right circumstances, 
the little cmstaceans can travel 
28 centimeters in 15 seconds. "A 
centimeter is about half an inch 
long." There was no word on 
how long a millipede was. 
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FINDING BALANCE 

Hope and Perseverance 
BY JENNY CHAPIN and we have to be prepared to 
MONTAGUE CENTER - persevere when we meet resis-
From eight years of practicing 
alternative medicine, and based 
on my own 
much longer 
journey of 
healing, I 
would say two 
things are nec
essaiy in order 

• 

to get anywhere in the process of 
improving our lives. We need to 
have hope that we can and will 
feel better, and we need to know 
the possibility of change does 
indeed exist. While either one -
hope or possibility - can come 
first, in a way hope is more 
important, because it drives us to 
finding something that works for 
us, and it keeps us on the path 
when the going feels rocky. 
When we feel hopeful, we're 
more inclined to take action, and 
to be committed to the process. 

It can be hard to hope for feel
ing better if for years that result 
has been elusive, or if it seems 
nothing we lly does any good. 
Sometimes we need to bonow 
courage, faith, even strength from 
elsewhere, and that's okay, 
because we're here to help each 
other. 

Lots of people grit their teeth 
and bear their pain and unhappi
ness. They don't know there's an 
alternative, or perhaps they've 
given up on their lives getting 
better. Their energy is used up in 
just getting by, leaving little or 
nothing left over for examining 
other options. 

Yet it never ceases to amaze 
me how much our bodies want to 
be healthy, to feel good, be 
strong, move easily. When we 
decide we want that, too, and we 
give them even half a chance, our 
bodies usually respond quickly. 

Change takes time, and it's 
often difficult in the beginning -
but it is feasible. For all that we 
humans ai·e creatures of habit, we 
are also incredibly adaptable 
(look at how we have populated 
this planet in all kinds of environ
ments). We just have to really 
want something to be different, 

tance. 
Healing requires us to release 

old habits, old ways 
of moving through 
the world that no 

• longer help us. 
These habits get in 
our way, holding us 
back rather than 

holding us up. Releasing habits 
takes consistent practice in the 
beginning, until we get used to 
the new ways, whether it's 
changing your diet or starting an 
exercise program. There's a play, 
back and fo1th, of letting go of 
something you no longer want, 
then picking it back up because 
it's familiar, then remembering 
you don't want it anymore, once 
more letting it go, again and 
again. The good thing is that once 
we stait to shift towai·d better 
health, it's cumulative: little 
shifts stait lasting longer, and 
then start being bigger shifts. 

It's important to have realistic 
expectations of what can be 
achieved and when. If you've had 
health issues for yeai·s, expect to 
spend at least a few months of 
dedicated action to tum it arotmd. 

There's no miracle cure, or 
instant fix, or one thing that 
works for eve1ybody. There ai·e 
many modalities to choose from, 
which can be confusing or over
whelming, so it's impo1tant to 
ask questions. Talk to people you 
know, find out who they've 
worked with and how they've 
been helped; talk to practitioners, 
get a feel for what they do, and 
their responsiveness to you. 

Bonow hope and strength 
from your friends and health-cai·e 
practitioners when you need to, 
but hold the possibility in your 
mind and your heait that you can 
be healthy and happy, and you're 
afready on your way. 

Jenny Chapin is an acupunc
turist, bodyworker, and yoga 
teacher in Greenfield. Suggest a 
topic or question for her column 
at jgchapin@crocker.com. 

i0n'laissance lii~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 
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''No Brooey'' 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. My doctor 
put his stethoscope on my neck 
and muttered to himself, "no 
brooey. " I'm not the type to ask 
the doctor questions, but I'm 
still wondering what he meant 
by that. My spelling is probably 
wrong. 

Your doctor was checking 
your carotid arteries on the 
sides of your neck to see if the 
blood flow to your brain was 
blocked. If one of the a1teries 
was blocked, it would make a 
"swoosh" that the medical pro
fession calls a bruit. Your pho
netic spelling is excellent. Bruit 
is pronotmced "BROO-ee" like 
"phooey." 

Carotid a1teries nm from the 
ao1ta - the main tnmk of the 
arterial system - up to your 
brain. When these vessels 
become blocked, you have 
carotid arte1y disease, which 
can cause a stroke. 

The chances of developing 
this disease increase with age. 
About one percent of people in 
their 50s have significantly 
blocked carotid arteries, but ten 
percent of people in their 80s 
have carotid a1tery disease. 

As you age, a sticky sub
stance called plaque, which 
contains cholesterol, can accu
mulate on the inside walls of 
your a1teries. The process is 
called atherosclerosis or hard-

ening of the a1teries. 
Some of the causes of 

carotid artery disease are high 
blood pressure, cholesterol in 
your blood, smoking and dia-

ill.LUS'IRATION: JESSICA HARMON 

betes. 
It is possible to fight carotid 

arte1y disease. First, quit smok
ing. 

This is the probably the most 
significant thing you can do to 
combat this disease. In addition 
to quitting smoking, you should 
get regular exercise, eat a 
healthy diet and keep your 
weight down. Obviously, if you 
have high blood pressure, too 
much cholesterol in your blood 
or diabetes, you should be 11·eat
ing those. 

The common diagnostic tests 
for carotid arte1y disease are: 
carotid duplex scan, an ultra
sound study that shows the 
location and size of the prob
lem; arteriogram, which is an 
X-ray, and computerized 

tomography (CT Scan) of the 
brain for damage. 

The amotmt of blockage in a 
carotid arte1y dete1mines the 
risk of having a stroke. If the 
blockage becomes severe 
enough, you may need surgery 
to open the blood flow to your 
brain. 

In carotid endarterectomy, a 
surgeon makes an incision in 
the neck to open a carotid 
a1te1y. The blockage is removed 
and the arte1y is closed. 

Carotid arte1y stenting is a 
procedure in which a wire mesh 
tube called a stent is positioned 
and expanded across the block
age in the a1te1y. 

In its early stages, carotid 
arte1y disease may have no 
symptoms. The initial indica
tion could be a stroke. 
However, you may experience 
warning symptoms of a stroke 
called transient ischemic 
attacks or TIAs, which usually 
last less than an hour. 

TIA symptoms include: 
weakness, numbness, or a tin
gling on one side of your body; 
inability to control a limb; loss 
of vision in one eye, and inabil
ity to speak clearly. 

If you experience TIA symp
toms, contact your physician 
immediately. 

If you have a question, 
please write to 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Two Men Fighting 

Thursday 11-30 
10:p.m. Received a call of two 
men fighting in the parking lot 
near the French King Bridge. 
Vehicle involved was identified 
and stopped on Rt 2 in Gill near 
the long rest area. Gill police 
atTested operator for operating 
tmder the influence. Passenger 
11·anspo1ted to Gill Mobil. 
Friday 12-1 
10:15 a.m. Arrested 1111 

at a No1th 
Sll·eet address on a wa1rnnt. 
12:45 pm. Report of an ala1m 
sotmding at a Gtmn Street 
address. Found to be a fire 

alarm with a fire in the down
stairs apartment. Assisted 
Eiving Fire and Turners Falls 
Fire. Fire contained to kitchen. 
Sunday 12-3 
2:23 p.m. Pedestrian on North 
Street handed patrol officer a 
check belonging to a Hansen 
Comt resident. Unable to make 
contact with owner; brought 
check to station. While speaking 
with pedestrian, officer was 
approached by a loose spaniel
type dog. No license or identifi
cation was found on animal. 
Transpo1ted to kennel at DPW 
yard. 

Tuesday 12-5 
8:44 a.m. Report of a motor 
vehicle accident on Rt 2 at 
No1th Street. Pick up lluck into 
a 11·ee. No personal injuries. 
Damage to truck over $1000. 

10: 10 a..m. Assisted Wendell 
police with motor vehicle acci
dent on Mormon Hollow Road 
involving a pregnant woman. 
Assisted with first a.id. Opera.tor 
found to be unlicensed. 
Montague Police anived and 
identified them as leaving the 
scene of an accident in Millers 
Falls. Under investigation. 

Ann Forslund 
REALTOR' 

FOUR DIRECTIONS ---
Business: 413-863-9736 ext. J 2 
E-mail: AnnForslund@gjar.com 
Our Website: www.gjar.com/Ourlistings 

__....._,_ Now Accepting 
~ New Clients! 

Gen Johnson 6 Associates 
RlALTORS 

66 French King llighway 
Gill. ~IA O 1176 

• Fov~ 01REcr10NS 
HEAL:IN4 A~n 

HEALING ARTS 
Acuptmcture 

Massage, Reiki 
Flower Essence Therapy 

I can devote my e:xperience and time to new buyers and sellers. 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 

II AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

✓ PC Sales & Se1vice 

✓ MAC Software Support 

Veronica Phaneuf 
(413) 367-0025 

about-fa.ce@verizon net 

✓ Network Suppo1t and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Suppo1t 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 
•·g:;1 ·, .,,:,,-

74( Main Street • Northfield 

413-498-5166 

Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Neil, M.A. 
Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA 01351 • 413.367.9514 
Joanne@moonrisemedicinals.com 
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Jep's Place: Hope, Faith and Other Disasters Part XIII 

Potato Pancakes 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Late one evening we 
were eating potato pancakes, 
our absolute favorite. Ma 
didn't like to make them 
because it took too long to 
peel and grate the potatoes 
and to fry them in lard. She 
only made them when we 
were low on food and there 
wasn't much else to eat. 
Cooking them smoked up the 
kitchen, so she kept the 
kitchen door open even in 

cold weather. We loved it 
because we didn't have to sit 
crowded on the long benches 
at the kitchen table, and could 
go out on the porch to eat the 
pancakes. 

For us it was a party. We 
could talk and laugh, and we 
didn't need to keep quiet as 
we did when Pa was home. We 
just loved eve1ything about it. 

One evening, Pa was at 
work on the night shift, and 
we were polishing off 
pancakes faster than Ma could 
fry them. As soon as they were 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

CARPENTRY 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - General 
Carpentry and Home Repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

SERVICES 

PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW: 
Sita Lang, (413) 834-7569. 
Hauling your used goods to 
people and places in need, and 
not necessarily to the landfill. 
Free Estimates. 

LAND WANTED 
Seeking buildable land near 
Montague Center. Please call 
Douglas or Ginny, 
617.623.23833. No agents pis. 

moR AVAILABLE 

Emphasis on reading, writing and 
verbal skills. Steady clients only. 
Must be motivated. 413-863-
5149. 

0
Mabel Zobel 

By 
Sandra Facto 

E 

done, she scooped them out of 
the frying pan and flipped 
them right into our hands, still 
piping hot. We'd juggle our 
pancakes, and go outside on 
the porch to cool them enough 
to eat. 

I was standing on the porch 
next to my older sister Irene 
when someone appeared out 
of the darkness. It was a little 
scary. The shadowy figure 
stood on the ground, below 
the porch, in the shadows. 

"Hey, kid, gimme me one 
of them pancakes. I'm 

hungry." 
I didn't know what to make 

of it. I was too scared to hand 
him my pancake, but Irene 
gave him hers. As he came 
closer to reach for the 
pancake, I could see he was 
just a boy. As soon as Irene 
came back with another 
pancake, he asked for it, 
again. She kept making 
repeated trips and he kept 
wolfing them down. It didn't 
seem to bother him that they 
were hot. He asked me for 
mine, again. 

Ch;ristma.s is C@mirt~l 

Jep's Place 

Jep'sPlace 
Hoi>e, Faith, and 
OtherDisasfers 

by Joseph A. Parzych 

This is one QHt you wt five that wt 
~e opened aQain and aQain 

On sale now at Books n 'More, Bak.er~. Great 
Falls Discove1y Center and the G;fl St.ore. 

One Night Only e Film Screening 

PEACEFUL WARRIOR 
ba$edo1l the book~wayofth,ePe.:KefulWafli<M°~by Dan Millman. 
Starting Nick. Nolte, Scott Meck)owitz and Amy Smart. 

• Saturday, Dec:ember9, 2006 
Doors open at 6pm, film at 7pm. 
Tickets: $10 reserve by calling 413-303-9193 
Ar the M~dia Education Foundation, 60 Masonic Street, 
Northampton, MA (downstairs. behind the Woodstar Cafe) 

~ Seating limited to 65 people. Refreshments available. 
Sponsored by the M11nKind Proje<t of N•w lns,land, 
There will be a brief infonnational panel after the film 
about the work of the ManKind Project. 

This is the only public showing of this 
movie in the Valley. Don't miss it! 

Holiday Punchcard Sale 
New Release Red Card $24.99 Save $2.00 per rental 
Seven Packs Green Card $40.00 Save $3.00 per 7 pack 

On Sale until 12/20/06 

The Valley's Best Selection 
of Classic, Foreign, Independent, 

& Hard to Find Films - Over 30,000 Titles 
SEE JUST HOW DIFFERENT A VIDEO STORE CAN BE 

50 Federal St., Greenfield 773-1701 

"Who are you, anyway?" I 
asked, trying to get a good 
look at him in the darkness. 

"Stanley," he said, "your 
half brother." 

I vaguely remembered 
Stanley talking to Johnny 
about the snowplow, but the 
concept of a half brother still 
confused me. The shadowy 
figure looked a little thin, but 
otherwise seemed whole 
enough to me. When Irene 
came back, he asked her for 
yet another pancake. Irene 
balked. 

"Go in and get your own; I 
haven't had one to eat yet 
myself." 

"Don't tell your Ma I'm out 
here, just give me another 
pancake." 

Someone gave him one. 
The way he'd bolted those hot 
pancakes, he seemed terribly 
hungry. 

"Do they ever talk about 
me?" he asked between bites. 
"Do they ever wish I'd come 
home?" 

No one answered, and he 
slipped away into the night as 
silently as he'd come. 

- continued next week. 

HElPWANTED 
The Town of Gill has an opening 

for a clelical position to assist 
zoning and planning committees 

and the board of health, 12 
hrs/mo. Basic secretarial, 

computer skills and ability to 
work independently essential, 

w/some night meetings. Zoning 
knowledge a plus! 

Call (413) 863-9347 
for further info. 

ERVING 
CORRESPONDENT 

SOUGHT 
• Cover local news 

• Get involved in your community' 

Call 863-8666 
Montague Reporter 

Now Hiring 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 

CARSENSE 
AUTOMOTIVE PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Songline Emu Farm 
66 French King Hwy, Gill 

www.allaboutcmu.com 

Delicious 
Heart 

Healthy 
Emu 

Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
12n- 6pm 

413 863-2700 

Your Automotive Answer 

TELE: (4 1 3) 772-8862 
CELL: (4 1 3) 5 12-041 3 

409 DEERFIELD STREET • GREENFIELD 

DON $KOLE 
PRESIDENT 

~ Skole Insurance Agency 
AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • MOTOR CLUB 

LIFE AND HEAL TH PLANS 

91 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
(413) 773-7349 
FAX 774-6938 (508) 544-5431 

'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 



December 7, 2006 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 15 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Old Blues, . A local ti'io plays 
raggy counfly blues of the 1920's-
30's: 8:30. - 11 :30 p Ill 

Contempora1y Photography, 
Twners Falls. Photographer/digi
tal p1'int aitist John Paul Caponigro 
through Decembe1· 17th. 

FRIDAY,DECEMBERSTH 
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Heroes, classic and updated rock! 
9:30 p.m. Come to dance! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 
TO DECEMBER 10TH 
Welcome Yule! at The Shea. 
·www.theshea.org 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH 
At The Bookmill, Montague 
Center, Robby and Rolf. Stylistic 
Counteipoint: Rolf Pechukas plays 
original acoustic soul after Robby 
Roiter's set of impressionistic free 
jazz. 8- ll:30pm. $10. 

The Montague Elks Lodge #2521 
Annual Hoop Shoot at the Twners 
Falls High School Gymnasium. 
Registration is at 9:30 a.m, contest 
10 a.m. The Hoop Shoot is free 
and available to all boys and girls 
ages 8-13 as of 4/01/06. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Facto1y Defect, rock & roll! 9:30 
pm. Come to dance! 

Leverett Crafts & Arts Holiday 
Open Studios LCA Resident artists 
open studio. Featuring pottery, 
screen prints, watercolors, paint
ings, wooden flutes, and more. 10 
am. to 5 p.m. Contact LCA for 
details: 413 548-9070 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 9TH & 10TH 
Wendell Holiday Fair at the 
Wendell Tov.'Il Hall. Saturday 
10 am. to 5 p.m. Sunday 11 am. 
to 4 p m. Holiday shopping with 
local artists, crafters and business
es. Live music with Kevin 
Skompa Satw·day and Kellianna 
Sunday, both 1 pm. to 3 p m. Food 
sales to benefit the Wendell 
Women's Club. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 
Scandinavian Dancing at the 
Montague Grange. Live music by 
Andrea Larson and friends. 
Dancers with all levels of experi
ence are welcome. No partner nee-

Beer.$ Wine 
Ice Cream 

Coffee* Tea 

104 Jil41M IT 
CRIIMflffD 

Modern Songs and Wild Old Tunes with 
John Coster (above) vocals, 6-and 12-.string 
guitars, chromatic and diaronic harmonicas; 
and Katherine Fim: (right) Celtic .fiddle with 
special g11est.s. December 16th at the Echo 

uke Coffee House, 8 p.m. 

essaiy, $8 donation. Celebration of 
traditional Swedish Pageant of 
Lights with Santa Lucia. 3 to 6 
p.m. 

The collllllunity is invited to attend 
Christmas Vespers, Candlelit in 
Memorial Chapel at Northfield 
Mount Hennon School. 
Traditional service of music, read
ings, and carols. Perfo1mances at 
3:30 and 7 p.m. A Holiday feast 
will be served from 5 to 7pm in 
Alwnni Hall. Guest fees for dinner 
are $10 per adult and $5 per child. 
There is no charge for admission 
to the concert, but donations will 
benefit local charities. Directions 
www.nmhschool.org or ( 413) 498-
3000. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 
MacDonald Family Singers at the 
Montague Center Congregational 
Chmch for a Holiday Musical 
Concert and carol sing. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Admission: non-pei'ishable foods 

Soups 
Salads 

5andw1ches 

41}.ff-4i.1ff1 

4 

Breakfast. with Santa at the 
Mont.ague Elks. Pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, to ben
efit the TFHS class of 2007. 
Adults $4.00, students/seniors 
$3.00, 10 & under $2.00. 7 to 
10:30 am. 

WIDNESD~DFCEMBER13IH 
Mid-Week Music at All Souls 
Chmch, Greenfield. Greenfield 
High School Select Chorus, 

directed by Paul Calcari Donations 
welcomed to suppo1t the "Wa1m 
theChildren"fund. 12:15to 12:45 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14TH 
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Ottomatic Slim, rocken blues great 
hatp, 8:30 pm. No cover. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 
Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Moss Hollow, rock and roll! 9:30 
p.m. Come to dance! 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 161H 
Conceit at The Bookmill: Saine 

John Coster and Kathe1'ine First at 
the Echo Lake Coffee House, 
Leverett Town Hall, Leverett. 
Coster's songs blended with some 
extraordina1y tunes from the 
Celtic and North Ame11can fl-adi
tion uniquely pe1fo1med with hai·
monica., violin, guitar and key
boai·ds. Katherine First: a violinist 
from the age of six, began building 
a repe1toire of fl-aditional tunes in 
the mid nineties, and shortly there
after abandoned her seat in the 
Sp1'ingfield symphony. She has 
since traveled to Ireland and stud
ied with notable fiddlers, including 
the great Liz Cairo!. Knov.'Il for 
her lively perfo1mances at clubs 
and festivals throughout the 
region. $12/$10 seniors. Info. 548-
9394. 8 pm. 

Rt. 63 Road House, Millers Falls, 
Catamount, classic rock & roll. 

9:30p.m. 

Five Rivei·s Council monthly 
planning meeting, downtown 
campus, Greenfield 
Community College, 9:30-ain -
noon. Free and open to the gen
eral public. For fwther info1ma
tion, call Daniel Brown at 413-
624-5597 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER lSTHTO 17TH 
"The Ja'Duke Holiday 
Spectaculai'' will be peifonned on 
Ft'iday and Satwtlay, at 7 pm and 
Sunday at 2 pm. Tickets ai-e $12 
for adults and $10 12/under and 
65/ovei·. Tickets can be reseived 
by calling the Shea Theatei· at 
(413) 863-2281 x2. More info: 
ww,¥.jaduke.com. 

ONGOING 
Hallmark Museum 

Ill SPIT [HI (11TH 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, ~ pm 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 -6 p m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 pm 

Fru ( excq,I some trips), open to lo,al 
tuns. Some nq11ire permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot~pot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Street, 'Tume<s Falls, 01376. 

of 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 
The Shea Theater New Yeai·'s Eve 
Event! This is the fowih "Comedy 
at the Shea" show. Some pro
ceeds will benefit the Twners Falls 
RiverCultw·e Project, which 
intends to seek a license from the 
selectboard to serve beer and wine 
in the lobby before the show. 
Mate11al will be approp11ate for 
adults. For more info1mation, call 
the Shea at 413-863-2281, or 
www.thesheacomedy.com. Show 
begins at 8 p m. 

GREENFIELD 
f3.AVU~,._ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr<><>nfi<>ld. MA 

413-77 4-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for Fri, Dec. 8th-Thurs., Dec. 14th 
Holi<by Gift Books Only $25 On Sale Now! 

1. UNACCOMPANIED l\·IlNORS PG 
DAILY 7 00 9:10 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4 30 
2.HAPPYFEET PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 DTS sound 
MATINEEFRI,SAT,SUN 12:00 2:15 430 
3. THE QUEEN PG13 
DAILY 7:00 9:10 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 2:15 4 30 
4. DECK THE R<U.LS PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:00 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 2:15 4:15 
5. TIIENATIVITYSIORY PG 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 2:15 4 IS 
5.BORAT R 
DAILY 6:45 9:00 
6. DEJA VU PG13 DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
MATINEE FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:30 3:30 
7. CASINO ROYALE PG13 DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 
MATINEEFRI,SAT,SUN, 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 
at 

Food 

Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.w. 

FRIDAY 12/8 
9-11 p.m. 

Nexus 
SA'.llJRDAY 12/9 

9-ll p.m. 
Richard Chase Group 

No Cover Either Night! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

Upcoming at the DiscoVerv Center 
Open Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Groups by Special Arragement, Tuesday-Thursday 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH Nature Craft: Leam about items ON DISPLAY 
Winter Birds and Bird Feeders. from nature that can be used in art Junior Duck Stamp aitwork from 
Come and experience an opportuni- projects and make your own ere,- Massachusetts students grades K -
ty to leain about winter birds' feed- ation! Open to all. 10 a m. 12. The first place design from the 
ing habits and build a feeder to hang SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16IB national contest is used to create a 
in the yard. 10 a m. Leam how to flyfish with instrnc-- Junior Duck Stamp for the follow-
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9IB tion from published flyfishing ing year. Proceeds from the sale of 
Adaptations of Birds in Exhibits. expert, Bob Sousa 1- 3 p m. Junior Duck Stamp suppo1t conser-
Discover how birds are adapted to FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22ND vation education, and provide 
each habitat and where they spend Bird Bingo! Join Refuge staff for an awards and scholarships for stu-

Wireless High-Speed Internet now available! 
the winter. 2 p m. interactive game that will help your dents, teachers, and schools. 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH child leam about birds. 11 a.m. 

Open Sun-Wed: ?a.m.-~p.m. * Thu-Sat: ?a.m.-1 I p.m. 
G1·eat Falls Discove1·y Ceote1; 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls (413) 863.3221 www.greatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting & H<>me Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Brion R. Son Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area tor over 25 years Certified• Bonded• Insured 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrcrpcir 290-1162 

863-2471 
fe1x 863-8022 

Retail Fabric Store 
~ ·•Cotton• S.ilks •Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery ~'fateriaJ 

• Quilting Supplies • Patterns • Cal.icos • Notions 

CASH & CJLt:CKS ONLY 
on.-Sa1. 9-5:20, Fri. til 8:20 • Closed Mo11. • June, July, August -

Power Square 

• • Greenfield 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Bye Bye Birdie 
BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
You know when those well
coordinated squadrons tear 
the sky open in all direc
tions, winter is a-coming. 
Better plunge in our closets, 
to put the warm clothes 
back on duty. The birds are 
what is left of our nahll'al 
thermometer. 

Do the Canada geese use 
their genetic memory, as 
they soar westward and 
southbound? 

Some birds, such as the 
purple martin, travel 
tremendous distances. After 
they sojourn in South 
America, they rehll'n to our 
land for summertime. 

How and why is it feasi
ble for some birds, to 
remain attached to one 
place? 

Are they impervious to 
changes in temperahll'e? 

Look over the power 
canal, for instance. Should 
you be walking there at 
noon, or at dusk, every 
winged sojourner resting on 

the water is son mot a dire 
(putting its two cents 
worth). Don't you find 
this fascinating? 

I gather, through a 
passing familiarity with 
the careful studies of 
ornithologists, that what 
drives our feathered 
friends away in winter, is 
not really the weather, as 
most of us think, but the 
lack of available food. 

Take the tree swallow, 
that feeds mainly on 
insects it catches in the 
air, while on the wing. 
The insects too, have 
gone south, or vanished 
until spring. 

Swallows usually 
breed in the spring, as far • 
north as Alaska and 
Labrador, while they 
make their winter home 
in the southern half of our 
country. 

But, when they return, 
where will the birds find a 
welcome shelter away from 
common predators? Sweet 
purring Kitty is one, along 

with fuzzy 
squirrels, 
clever rac
coons, quiet 
moving snakes 
and human 
kind! 

If their nat
ural setting is 
destroyed with 
the clearing of 
forest and 
wooded land, 
what would be 
left for them? 

This is 
where we 
come in, 
building bird
houses, while 
their tenants 
are away! 

Take a good 
look at the 
conservation 
land in 
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Montague Center, where 
stand the empty bird stalls. 
One is even a skyscraper! 

This is a good time to 
build a birdhouse of our 
own in the back of our gar
den. 

Do not miss the program 
offered on Friday, 
December 8th at 10 a.m.: 
Winter Birds and Bird 
Feeders at the Discovery 
Center in Turners Falls. 
They explain the proper 
materials to use, and the 
method of constrnction. 

Who has heard of a 
hexagonal wren castle? A 
double bluebird house, a 
nuthatch bungalow? A h1ft
ed titmouse high rise? Twin 
gabled bird box? Plug bird
house? 

It's time again, to renew 
our learning about the bees 
and the birds. 

Suggested reading: two 
great books, available at the 
Montague Center Library: 
Birdhouses by Paul 
Champion; Birdhouses by 
John Kelsey 
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December Highs 
BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY -
December began on 
such a balmy note that 
some forsythia bushes 
bloomed. On November 
29th, the high tempera.
hire was 52, on 
November 30th, 61 
degrees and on 
December first, the tem
perature soared to 66 
degrees. Is this another sign of global 
warnling or just an anomaly in our 
New England weather? 

Several years ago I received a gar
den log for Christmas. It was meant 
for keeping track of when and where 
crops were planted, their time of yield 
and how well they did. I also used it to 
track weather that stmck me as tmusu
al. Here's a recap of some extremes I 
fmmd notewo1thy at the time: 

1999 
11/20 high in the 60s 
11/24 high of 67 
11/25 highs in the 50s 
12/5 high of 58 

2001 
11/15 high in the 60s 
11/16 high of 70 
11/21 high of 55 
11/22 high of 60 
11/28 high of 60 
12/5 highof60 

2002 
11/15 high in the 60s 
11/17 2-3 inches ice 

and snow 
11/27 4 inches snow 
12/6 4 inches snow 

Clearly New England weather has 
its extremes, and that explains why 
our weather zone does not allow for 
some of the enticing plants that can 
only stuvive to om· south. But what 
about that blooming forsythia? 

Here at the confluence of the 
Deerfield and Connecticut Rivers, we 
didn't have a hard freeze tmtil 
November third. It was preceded by a 
couple of days in which the tempera
hu·e hit 65 and my honeysuckle vine 

developed a 
few late 
bloomers; I 
also had the 
pleasure of two 
last roses. 

It's not these 
brief bursts of 
late heat or 
early cold that 
task our hardy 
New England 

plants and shmbs. Often we have a 
warm spell in mid-Febmaiy that staits 
the daffodils. They show a few inches 
of green above the grotmd and then 
stop growing when the temperattu·e 
drops again, but this never seems to 
affect the fottu·e spring blooming. 

What is very hard on plants ai·e the 
winters during which the soil freezes 
and thaws several times throughout 
the winter season. This often results in 
the loss of plants. However, since this 
weather behavior occurs more winters 
lately than not, it's best to mulch 
plants like roses, or protect them in 
some way. Forsythia and honeysuckle 
ai·e hardier; it's a challenge to let them 
go by even if you want to. A few years 
ago we put on an addition right where 
my vintage forsythia grew. I was will
ing to let it go for the glory of mu· new 
stmroom-to-be, but the contractor sug
gested digging it up with the backhoe 
and relocating it. So it was rather 
tmceremoniously dumped at the edge 
of the woods, and it has been flourish
ing there ever since. Lilacs ditto. 

Just because New England weather 
is chai·acterized by highs and lows, big 
snow winters and especially mild 
ones, it doesn't mean global waiming 
isn't real. Since we moved here in 
1976, I have thrilled to the poignancy 
of the fall departtu·e of the Canadian 
geese and their retmn in Mai'd1, bring
ing with them the promise of another 
spring. Now the rivers always have 
open water available and the ragged 
check mai·k of these flocks comes and 
goes n01th or south all winter. I miss 
greatly that clear line between the end
ing of one season and the beginning of 
the next heralded by those hallllting 
raucous cries. 

You Can Buy a House with no money down! 
Call Tim for your free Pre-Application analysis. 
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NATIONAL CITY MolrrGAol 
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Greenfield, MA 01301 
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Grat Holiday Glfut 
• Stocking Stutters 
• Clothing 
• Books & Accessories 
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S - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Tues 
Reservations Accepted 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 
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Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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