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DOE Report Focuses on 
G-M School Leadership, 
Staffing Problems 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
On November 19th, the 
Massachusetts Depart
ment of Education 
released its final report on 
the Gill-Montague 
Regional School 
District's "District 
Leadership Evaluation," 
following a visit to the 
district by a three-mem
ber review team of inde
pendent evaluators in 
October. The review team 
conducted interviews 
with GMRSD teachers 
and administrators, com
munity stakeholders, all 
the members of the select
boards along with the 
finance committee chairs 
of the towns of Gill and 
Montague. The team 
reviewed numerous docu
ments relating to the 
school district's perfor
mance, including the 
2002 - 2005 Massachu
setts Office of Edu
cational Quality and 
Accountability (EQA) 
Repo1t of the GMRSD. 

The Depa1tment of 
Education placed the Gill
Montague Regional 
School District on their 
''underperfonning" list on 
June 26th, 2007, due to a 
perceived lack of leader
ship within the district, 
and a lack of financial 
resources to meet educa
tional goals. 

In their findings, the 
DOE evaluators repo1t 
that the Gill-Montague 
schools have experienced 
a 29% decline in enroll
ment over the past ten 
years, from 1,598 sh1-
dents in 1998 to the cur
rent enrollment of 1,142 
sh1dents. There are 
presently 357 sh1dents at 
the high school, 273 at the 
middle school, 152 sh1-
dents at Sheffield school, 
185 sh1dents at Hillcrest, 
70 sh1dents at Montague 
Center, and 105 at Gill 
Elementary. (Last year, 
the number of sh1dents 
enrolled at Gill 
Elementary was 103; at 

Montague Center, 86. 
This year, a number of 
parents at Montague 
Center took advantage of 
intra-district choice to 
send their shldents to Gill, 
while a number of Gill 
parents took the same 
option and sent their sixth 
graders to the Great Falls 
Middle School.) 

The repo1t notes the 
Gill-Montague schools 
employ the equivalent of 
95 fulltime teachers. It 
fiuther notes a district
wide scarcity of math and 
reading coaches, with "no 
English Language Arts 
coach for grades 4 and 5, 
or a mathematics coach 
for grades K-5." 

It also cites a percep
tion on the pa1t of teach
ers within the district that, 
"as a consequence of ... 
staffing arrangements, 
none of the schools has 
foll-time leadership, and 
the district lacks full-time 
cun'icular and instmction
al suppo1t for the elemen
ta1y grades. Elementary 
school teachers repo1ted 
to the review team that 
having pait-time princi
pals negatively affects 
relationship building, 
infonnation sha1mg, and 
communication." 

The repo1t further 
states, "The teacher at 
Gill Elementa1y School 
teaches a combined class 
of fifth and sixth graders 
using two [math] cmTicu
la: Math Expressions for 
fifth graders and CMPII 
for sixth graders." This is 
one of several places in 
the 19-page repo1t where 
the decision of Gill town 
meeting on May 3rd of 
this year to retain sixth 
graders at Gill 
Elementa1y, rather than 
move them to the Great 
Falls Middle School with 
Montague sixth graders 
was implicitly or explicit
ly criticized. In another 
instance, the repo1t states, 
"Seven sixth grade sh1-

see SCHOOLS pg 8 
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A canalside view through the burned out roof of Building #1, with Building #11 in die background. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD dripping with ice, with beams lying around ken glass, and graffiti 
TURNERS FALLS - soot lining the buckling where the last scavenging everywhere and gaping 
Walking through the floors and walls, light owner dropped them, holes in the floors. And 
Strathmore Mill is a bit coming in from distant doors jammed shut, those ai·e the floors that 
like walking through an openings and shafts, bro- stripped wiring, rusted weren't damaged by the 
abandoned mine, dark and ken equipment, massive radiators, rot, decay, bro- see TOUR pg 17 

LET THEFIE BE LAUNDFl!d 
BY TARA GORVINE 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
Sahrrday night, December 
1st, Suzee's Third Street 
Latmdry hosted its third 
annual Lost and F otmd 
Latmdry Fashion Show. In 
what has become a wildly 
popular hot ticket event, 
Chris Janke, owner of 
Suzee's and the man 
behind the madness, gives 
designers garbage bags of 
abandoned laundry with 
which to create their fash
ions. After a whirlwind 
behind-the-scene transfor
mation, the castoffs rehll'll 
as cutting edge couhrre 
adorning the bods of the 
area's top models, who 
strut their stuff for an 
adoring crowd on a cat
walk strung above the 
washing machines and 
folding tables, in an event 

Robin Todd sports a Harding original on the catwalk, S11zee's Third Street Laundry on Sat11rdqy night 

that has quickly come to 
pin Ttll'llers Falls down on 
the haut monde map. 

Last year's designers -
Rachel Teumin, Anja 
Schutz, Ann Harding and 

Sarah Pruitt - returned 
again this year, with 
Teumin and Harding back 
for the third time. While 
all of them have done it 
before, each garbage bag 

of clothes brings its own 
challenges. For some, it 
was the difficulty of hll'll
ing mostly baby clothes 
and t-shirts into the latest 

see SHOW pg 13 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Home for Xmas? 

Beulah 
My name is Beulah, and 

I'm a 2½-year-old female 
Bassett Hound mix in need of 
a good home. I'm about the 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

MlllERS FAllS llBRARY NEWS 
Library Reception 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MILLERS FALLS - On 
Tuesday, December 11th, there 
will be a reception to welcome 
the new librarian, Anna 
Greene, at the Millers Falls 
Libra1y, from 6:30 - 8 p.m. All 

are welcome to attend. 
Refreshments will be served. 
The event is sponsored by the 
Montague Public Libraries 
Trustees. For more informa
tion, call the Carnegie Libra1y, 
863-3214. 

CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS 
Ruth O'Mara Now at 

Carnegie Library 
size and build of a Bassett TURNERS FALLS - The was awarded a Local Culhrral 

Council grant to teach a Family 
Clay Class with sh1dents and 
parents at the school. The stu
dents learned how to work with 

Hound, but I have a very Carnegie Library in Turners 
unique face. I don't have the Falls is continuing story hour on 
long droopy hound dog ears, Wednesday mornings with a 
but I do love having my ears new children's programmer, 
scratched. I think I might like 
to play fetch outside, or hang 
out with you on a cold day, 
snuggled up on the couch. I 
like people a lot, and I hope I 
can be your only pet so I can 
have all your love! No dogs or 
cats please. 

Kids over 10 only. For more 
information on adopting 
Beulah please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or 
via email at 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw 

Championship 
All boys and girls ages 10 to 
14 are invited to participate 

in local competition 

Saturday, January 12th 

Ruth O 'Mara read 'Ji1y mend Teddy" to the preschool Story Hour 
children on W ednt:r~ Decamber 5th, three timt:r because thry e,yqyed it so much. 

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sheffield School Gym 

For entry form or info conact 
Stephan Smith at 

413-863-4373. ext/ 106. 

\..IVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
w.MontagueMA.net 

local gossip, news & business listings 

Ruth O'Mara! Ruth has a long 
histo1y in bringing art education 
to the children in Tumers Falls. 
She teaches art at Sheffield 
Elementa1y School's after 
school and summer programs 
and has been involved with the 
school plays as a set designer. 
Last year, O'Mara worked with 
sh1dents, creating a mural in the 
school lobby for pa1t of a two 
year Massachusetts Cultural 
Council grant the school 
received. 

Ruth has also worked at 
Hillcrest Elementa1y in the past, 
teaching painting and drawing 
for after school. In 2006, she 

clay, glaze their work, and at the 
end of the program took a tour 
at Mudpie Potter's Community 
Clay Center in Leverett, where 
Ruth is the co-director. 

O'Mara also brings a1t edu
cation to the Frontier Regional 
School system. She has been 
teaching a1t to the kinderga1tens 
in Deerfield and Conway for the 
past five years with Amherst 
Community Alts Center's Alt 
Outreach Program. She pro
vides students with a basic 
tmderstanding of the principles 
of art, materials, and famous 
a1tists and tries to give the stu
dents a positive art experience. 
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After having received her 
fine arts degree in painting and 
drawing, Ruth has traveled to 
other countries, finding her 
inspiration from different cul
hrres and faraway places. She 
also has a background in ceram
ic works and continues to sell 
her tiles, lights and Inirrors at 
local and East coast galleries. 

Her favorite part of doing the 
pre-school sto1y hour at the 
Carnegie Libra1y is looking at 
the wealth of books available to 
the Western Mass Libra1y 
System. Ruth likes to find a 
good book that is age appropri
ate with a good story and illus
trations. After she selects a few 
that meet her criteria, then she 
can dream up interesting pro
jects to go along with them! 

This month, Ruth will be 
reading Native American Tales, 
stories about fainily and friends, 
and Autumn Harvest. Eve1y 
Wednesday there are a few 
books that are read, a snack, 
projects, activities, songs and 
more! 

Join Ruth O 'Mara for Pre
School Sto1y Hour on 
Wednesday mornings, 10:15, at 
the Carnegie Libra1y in Turners 
Falls. This program is free and 
is for yotmg children and their 
family and caregivers. 

For more information, please 
call 863-3214. 

m:oe ;fflontague 
~eporter SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES Dec. 10th -14th 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tltis newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

en-or occllll'ed. Toe publishers 
reserve the tight to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am .. to 2:00 
p m. for activities and congre
gate meals. Council-on-Aging 
Director is Bunny Caldwell. For 
info1mation or to make reserva
tions, call 863-9357. Meal 
reservations need to be made a 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Mealsite Manager is Chris 
Richer. The Center offers a hot 
noon meal weekdays to any 
senior. A reservation is neces
saiy and transpo1tation can be 
provided. 

Monday, 10th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a m. Easy Aerobics 
Tuesday, 11th 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 12th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 13th 
THANKSGIVING 
Friday, 14th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 pm. for activi
ties and congregate meals. For 
information and reservations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at 413 423-3308. Ltmch 
daily at 11 :30 a.m. with reserva
tions a day in advance by 11 :00 
a.m. Transportation can be pro
vided for meals, Thursday shop
ping, or medical necessity by 

calling Dana Moore at 978 544-
3898. 

Monday, 10th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libra1y 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 11th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 12th 
9:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 13th 
THANKSGIVING 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 
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Great Falls Middle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Kolbe Maiiineau 

Grade 7 
Shannon Hersey 

Grade 8 
Malik Odeh 

Alyssa Nicotrn 

"At home my mother 
said that she was 
proud I had the 

gumption to borrow 
the dog and take part 

in the show. " 

From local Color #9 
Available at Baker Office 
Supply, Upper Pioneer 
Valley Visitor's Center, 
Sawyer News, Bruce's 
Browser, World Eye 

Bookshop, Wilson's and 
www.localcolormemoirs.com 

NANCY L. DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

#fiJ~ 
8vyjflg Md selnng u1-td books 

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOCR 
SHELBURN£ F°ALLS 1 MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

BREAKf AST, LUNCH & DINNER 
Weekend Dinner Specials: 
Friday: Fresh Clams, Fresh 
Scallops, Seafood Specials 

Saturday: Yankee Pot Roast 
and Hawaiian Ham 

OPEN Sundays 7-2 

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A 
BSJ-9636 
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Demonstration Mounted on Big Y Plaza Pylon 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREENFIELD -A New Salem 
man, Joshua Dostis, planned to 
scale a 26-foot-high former 
movie marquee at the front of 
the Big Y plaza on the Mohawk 
Trail in Greenfield this morn
ing, in order to unfurl the hand
pa int e d 
sign in the 
photo at 
right. The 
former 
mo vi e 
marquee 
currently 
bears a 
sign that 
reads, 
"Support 
0 u r 
Troops, 
God Bless 
America, 
7 0 0 0 
square feet 
For Rent." 
It also 

which it was originally pennit
ted. The ZBA directed Gidseg to 
take the sign down, or face $100 
a day fines if he refuses, but 
Gidseg vowed to fight the town 
in COUit. 

Dostis, a Vietnam-era veter
an known locally for decades of 

peace sign, over which he 
superimposed the words, "Stop 
the War, Support our Vets, 6,256 
Vet Suicides in 2005." 

Dostis said when he heard 
about the number of American 
veterans who had taken their 
own lives in recent years, "It 

was like a knife 
through my 
hea1t." He called 
the incidence of 
veteran suicide in 
America in the 
years since the 
invasion of Iraq, 
"an epidemic." 
He also cited a 
widely quoted 
statistic that one 
qua1ter of home
less people in 
America are vet
erans, as another 
reason impelling 
him to "speak 
tmth so that peo
ple can hear it." 

bears a Joshua Dostis of New Salem with a sign he planned to unfurl at the Dostis said he 
planned to sit on 1 a r g e Big Y Plaza in Greenfield this morning. 

American 
flag. The sign and pylon are the 
property of Barry Gidseg of 
Robar Inc., the company that 
owns the Big Y plaza, and was 
the subject of a hearing by the 
Greenfield Zoning Board of 
Appeals on Thursday, 
November 30th, which voted 
unanimously that the sign was 
illegal because it was no longer 
being used for the purpose for 

colorful agit-prop demonstra
tions in the public arena on a 
wide array of political concerns, 
said, "I'm going to be putting an 
illegal sign on top of an illegal 
sign." Dostis planned to dress as 
Uncle Sam, before climbing a 
30-foot ladder he purchased 
specially for the occasion, and 
unfurling the large canvas ban
ner, which he painted with a 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Possible Explosion 
Wednesday 11-28 
11:22 p.m. Accident car vs deer 
area of North Street. Deer gone on 
arrival. Vehicle had minimal dam
age. No report needed. 
Thursday 11-29 
7:02 p.m. Medical call North Street. 
Assisted Erving EMTs and Orange 
ambulance. 
10:43 p.m. Alarm at state building 
East Main Street. Building checked. 
All secure. 
11:23 p.m. Burglar alarm Copper 
Angel, East Main Street. Checked 
area, secured building. 

Friday 11-30 
7:34 a.m. Accident car vs deer area 
of Mountain Road. 
Saturday 12-1 
5:57 a.m. Burglar alarm State 
Road. Searched residence and 
secured. 
10:37 a.m. Report of explosion near 
Briggs and Cross Streets. Reporting 
party stated noise too loud to be 
gunshot. Patrolled area, unfounded. 
6:25 p.m. Trespass on River Street. 
Individual advised of private proper
ty. 
Sunday 12-2 

top of the sign on 
the Big Y plaza, "weather per
mitting" for a period of time, 
and said he planned to call 
Gidseg by cell phone to see if 
Gidseg would suppo1t him in 
his effo1t to hang a new sign on 
the old movie marquee. 

Gidseg made a bit of splash 
himself, recently, by taking out 
two full page ads in the 
Greenfield Recorder asking if 

11:14 a.m. Criminal application 

for oper
ation of a motor vehicle after license 
expired. 
2:40 p.m. Report of debris in road
way Route 2A at Orange town line. 
Debris removed. 
Monday 12-3 
9:21 a.m. Report of dispute and 
medical at North Street residence. 
No medical found. Dispute was ver
bal. Subjects refused assistance. 
12:10 p.m. Report of woman wan
dering on Moore Street looking con
fused. Officer in area checked, 
unable to locate. 

local people suppo1ted his use 
of the pylon for a Support om 
Troops sign, (and the rental sign 
below), and thanking them for 
their suppo1t. 

Dostis said, "I'm from New 
York; he's from New York; I 

know where he's coming from. 
He's an in-your-face kind of 
guy." Still, Dostis said he doubt
ed Gidseg would approve the 
new use to which Dostis 
planned to put his pylon on 
Thursday. 

~t clear Cho1. ~o b ~$ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 
SUNRISE 

(413)498-4318 
fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Cc)ntractOI' R4'.!g.Ji 107141 

Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

RDYl!IAI& 
r111nu 

THACTOH8 FOR FARM, DOME & CON8TRD~TION 
We Carry hhn Deere 
and Kubota Tractors, 
Stlhl Chain Saws, 
Blowers, Tractor Mowers, 
Arlens Snow Blowers. 
Also: 

• Wood Chippers 
• Log Splitters 
• Winches 
• Materials Handling 

Eq■ipment 

• Fire Proof Safes 

Sales 0 Ser'7iee 0 Parts 

SERVING THE AREA FOB OVEB 46 YEAHS 
·~~~<il S -. C 

SIRUM [QUIPMENT 
COMPANY. INC. 

310 FEDEBAL STHEET ORTE. 63 ° MONTAGUE 
~413-367-2481~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Antique 
Clocks 

Bought & Sold 

~ 
BOBPACY 

NAWCC No. 0101315 (781) 438-8489 
(508) 633·2552 WJJ..L TJ.l.AVEl. STONEHAM, MA 02180 

SALON 107 
$7.00 cuts 

to all dlsab(od, votcn,n$, and nnlor olthor,sJ 
We are wff,ng to travet to Ille houses 

of e<'derly wno can no /Ofl{Je, gel 0<1/ muolr. 

(Now hiring 3 li<e!>W and e,q,enenced sty/1<1• (If b•M~ 
to stafl immeditiely e,/her FT 0t PT) 

114 Wells Street L k. t h. 
Greenfield. MA 01301 °0 m~ 0 ,re_ Debra Mathey 
772-0284 superv,sor/sty/,st! owner and slyl/s1 

\Tinlii4tlf:Z. 
,..,\)- S'"el910 --- 111111131

~ 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~ ~ "1~~1 

Avenue A Cafe 
Home of Cup O'Joe 

Noiv open Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings until 
8:30 p.m. Come by for a hot meal 
and great conversation! Serving 'til 8 p.m. 

Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 6am-8:30pm • Tues 6am-Spm 
Sat 7am-3pm • Sun Sam-lpm 

111 AHnue A, Turners Falls, :\I.A 01376 
(413) 863-2800 Enlyn Daly, O"ner 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M. 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

J-{,ppy 
J-{ol!d,ys! 

Peace and Joy to All 
Farmstand Hours: 7am-6pm 

7 Days a Week 
Call: 978-544-3806 
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Crunch Time on School Closing 
For supporters of the 

Montague Center Elementa1y 
school - roughly 43% of the vot
ers in town, if last May's non
binding referendum is an accu
rate measure - the writing is on 
the wall. One way or another, the 
school committee - where a 
majority of members support 
closing that school - will bring 
some finality to that long sun
mering dispute, which has pitted 
our villages against each other 
for far too long. And if the com
mittee can't agree, the town 
meetings of Gill and Montague 
are likely to make it easier for 
them, soon. 

Under the guidance of interiin 
superintendent Ken Rocke, the 
school committee has advanced a 
motion to the two town me,etings 
to alter the regional agreement 
between the towns of Gill and 
Montague, to lower the threshold 
of school committee votes need
ed to close a school within the 
district. It cul1'ently requii'es the 
positive vote of eight out of nine 
school committee members to 
close a district school, and that 
has been a shield behind which 
the supporters of Montague 
Center have long held off the 
desii'e of the majority to close it 
down. But in the next few 
months, unless some bolt falls 
from the blue, a majority of town 
meeting voters in Gill and a 
majority of town meeting mem
bers in Montague are likely to 
lower that threshold to six out of 
nine members of the school com
mittee, coupled with a simple 
majority of town meeting in the 
town where a school targeted for 
closing is located. And since the 
regional agreement will still 
guarantee the right of Gill ele
mentary students to attend a 

, school within the bor-
j ders of theii' town, we 

know which town that will be. 
The parents whose children 

have attended Montague Center 
are already beginning to vote 
with theii' feet. School population 
in Montague Center dropped 
from a low of 86 last year, to a 
new low of 69 today. A number 
of those students now attend 
school on intra-district choice in 
Gill, the only district elementa1y 
school where students can 
receive a broad grade span edu
cation, K-6. And the number of 
students who choice out of the 
district, 160 last year, is unlikely 
to decline this year. Nor is the 
amount of state aid they take with 
them to schools out.side the dis
trict, over a million dollars a year, 
counting charter school tuition 
losses. 

If Montague elementary 
schools are consolidated next 
year, as the school committee 
majority intends, Rocke cautions 
that property taxpayers looking 
for a windfall are going to be dis
appointed. There will be no large 
savings in salaries, since the dis
trict needs to add back programs 
to stave off further enrolment 
decline, and possible state 
takeover. There will be at most 
modest gains on utilities or main
tenance, since any building 
empty of students will have to be 
heated and maintained until a 
new owner or a new use is found 
for it. Defel1'ed capital costs at 
Montague Center School would 
be more than made up for by ren
ovations needed at Sheffield 
School, if all Montague elemen
tary students are to attend school 
there, as the most recent plan 
would have them do. And Rocke 
said this week, in the upcoming 
budget cycle, "We are going to be 
making requests at the local level 
and state level for funding that 
we ne,ed to iinprove education in 

·~-=----=.----,,---------------, 
, I Deer Readers, 

Help us Reach our Goal 
800 Subscribers for 2008 

Subscriptions to the Montague Reporter 
make great holiday gifts for friends and 

relatives near and far. Take advantage of holiday rates. 

Buy a Gift Subscription for $5 off the regular 
price, now through January 1st, 2008 

{ji,Ve t/ie, gift ojtornnumitgf 
$15 for 26 issues. Send a gift 
subscripton to the person listed below 
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How're we coming with 
that Man on Mars thing? 

the district." 
There is still a modicum of 

breathing room for supporters of 
Monta,gue Center school, with its 
strong school community and its 
integrated, grant-funded envii'on
mental cul1'iculum, to find a way 
to keep that school open within 
the district as a magnet school, a 
pilot school, or a Horace Mann 
charter school, but that tiine is 
mnning out. 

Hillcrest School, a fine ele
mentary school in its own right, 
with an equally devoted school 
community, is also on the chop
ping block, although likely to 
survive as an early childhood 
education center. The children in 
the first and second grades would 
simply move across the playing 

field to Sheffield. 
Closing any school is a 

wrenching decisoin. But if half of 
Hillcrest does becomes vacant as 
a result of school consolidation, it 
would make an ideal location for 
the Gill-Montague senior center -
desperately in need of expansion 
in an ADA accessible building 
with adequate parking and a cen
tral location. That would be a 
positive outcome for an older 
generation of district residents. 

As for the Montague Center 
School, it is difficult to anticipate 
accurately what will happen if 
the wishes of 43% of the town are 
disregarded, in an era of school 
choice. The time when you can 
simply say to one village or 
neighborhood, "We're closing 
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your school, now all your chil
ch·en will be bussed over here 
instead," is now, for better or 
worse, over. So even as the 
endgame in this longstanding 
gmdge match is played out, all 
sides would be wise to keep theii' 
eyes on the ultimate prize: a 
strong, well-funded school sys
tem that allows for district 
growth and unity, in a town that 
needs an excellent educational 
system to suppo1t an expanding 
economic base. The reverse of 
that - continued bleeding away of 
student enrolment and the loss of 
accompanying state aid - is a real 
and frightening possibility, unless 
a compromise that satisfies all 
sides is reached, and soon. 

LETTERS Tl t4' THE EDITOR 

And the Winners Are ... 
The winners of the Mohawk 

Ramblers Motorcycle Club 
Annual Fall Raffle are: 

First Prize: Tina Petrin - two 
tickets to Patriots vs. Jets. 

Second Prize: Marge Fisher 
- $150 gift card to Ristorante 
DiPaolo. 

Third Prize: Charlie 
Verderosa - $100 cash. 

Congratulations to the lucky 
winners, and thank you to all 
who pa1ticipated! 

-John Burek 
Montague 

Craft Fair Thanks! 
lbis is to express our sincere 

thanks to Marianne Sundell for 
letting the Hampshire-Franklin 
Children's Day Care Center 
(HFCDC) provide the luncheon 
this year at the Wendell Holiday 
Fair. The fair was held this past 
weekend, and it was an amazing 
airay of vendors selling beautiful 
crafts, and musicians playing 
wonderful music. We feel ve1y 
fortunate for having the oppo1tu
nity to use the luncheon as a 
funch·aising event for our non
profit day care center. Not only 
did the fair generate some much
needed income for the center, but 
we got to meet many really kind, 
friendly people - and not a few 
who had children who attended 

the daycare ten, 20, and even 30 
years ago! Special thanks go to 
Dean's Beans, Big Y, and Stop & 
Shop for their generous dona
tions toward the hmcheon 
ftmch·aiser. We tmly hope we 
have the chance to make this a 
regular event. 

- Melissa Grader 
Wendell 

Lyme Disease Inaccuracy 
The aiticle "Lyme Disease An 

Emerging Epidemic," by Emily 
Maiella (MR VI #9), is well writ
ten, and provides much usefol 
histo1y and background on Lyme 
disease and the life-cycle of 
ticks. However, the article 
includes inaccurate and trouble
some information about treat
ment of "late stage, chronic 
Lyme disease." While the aiticle 
does cite "the harsh and some
times intolerable side effects of 
antibiotics," it ens in its claim 
that "a prolonged course (months 
to years) and high doses of 
antibiotics, sometiines intra
venously" may be required. 

The CDC (Communicable 

We welcome your ~etters 
fflontague 3a.eporter 
S8 4th St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

Disease Center) treatment 
recommeda.tion for Lyme dis
ease is as follows: "Patients 
treated with antibiotics in the 
early stages of the infection usu
ally recover rapidly and com
pletely. A few patients, paiticu
lai·ly those diagnosed with later 
stages of disease, may have per
sistent or recunent symptoms. 
These patients may benefit from 
a second four-week course of 
therapy. Longer courses of 
antibiotic treatment have not 
been shown to be beneficial and 
have been linked to serious com
plic.ations, including death." The 
CDC treatment approach to 
Lyme disease is supported by 

continued next page 
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LETTERS continued will emerge, whether natural or 
the National lnstih1tes of pharmaceutical, to provide 
Health, Infectious Diseases more effective relief from the 
Society of America, the as-yet poorly tmderstood Post-

Ignoring the Fiscal Crisis at GMRSD 
American Academy of Lyme Syndi·ome. 
Neurology, and the Mayo 
Clinic. 

Hopefolly, better treatments 
- Allen Ross, M.D. 
Montague Center 

BY JEFF SINGLETON 
MONTAGUE CENTER - I 
have a great deal of respect for 
Ken Rocke, the cunent interim 
superintendent of the Gill
Montague Regional School 
District. But I must respectfolly 
disagree with the positive spin he 
put on the recent state evaluation 
of the district. 

And both of these mandates 
encourage a downward spiral, 
where the middle class essentially 
bails out of these districts. This, in 
tum, impacts fiscal stability (and 
test scores). 

agency in charge of public educa
tion putting it forward. 

fu reality, the DOE is encour
aging the disti-ict to close a high 
performing school and move 
eve1yone into a school that has 
been declared "unde1pe1fo1ming" 
by the state itself. I know that last 
sentence will anger many people 
in the town and district. I don't 
blame you: labels like "tmde1per
fo1ming" ai·e insulting and often 
unfair. 

Dynamic Art Tour 
These problems ai·e almost 

completely ignored in the repo1t. 

As I explored downtown 
Turners Falls dm-ing the Arts & 
Icicles walking tour last week
end, I talked to several people 
about why this event continues 
to be so energizing to those who 
brave the rain, heat, wind, and 
other dish-actions of past tours. 
What we all mentioned, sooner 
or later, is that each event in the 
series showcases new artists and 
craftworkers. 

But what I look fo1ward to 
most is the chance to see how 
familiar exhibitors develop, 
expand, and change their aitistic 
expression. This is no static 

aitistic community! 
I am neither an educated Art 

Viewer nor a Creator, so the 
open shldio tours expand my 
appreciation of the visual arts 
and let me talk to my creative 
neighbors on their own hllf. I am 
glad to see the next tour is 
ah-eady scheduled for mid-May, 
and it's ah-eady on my calendar. 

Many thanks to the organiz
ers and sponsors, and I hope we 
all remember them when we do 
our shopping and eating out. 

- John T Hanold 
Turners Falls 

My reading of this repo1t is 
that state officials almost com
pletely ignored the core problem 
faced by the local school district -
the constant budget crisis that 
destabilizes the system and 
undermines support for public 
education. fustead, the report sim
ply repeats the tired conventional 
wisdom that elementaiy school 
consolidation will solve the prob
lem. Yet it presents no evidence 
for this conclusion. 

Pait of the problem is that 
dealing with the real crisis in local 
public education requires taking a 
good long look in the miirnr. The 
state, under Education Reform in 
the late 1990s, encouraged local 
schools districts like the GMRSD 
to increase budgets to the point 
where they were unsustainable. 
Then the state backed off, dump
ing a huge burden on the cities 
and towns. Since 2000, the level 
of Chapter 70 state aid to the Gill
Montague district has been virtu
ally flat, a recipe for disaster. 

Of course local school districts 
(and towns!) need to take respon
sibility for the budget crisis too. 
They need to lower their "fixed 
costs" (wages, benefits and spe
cial education) and tiy to reduce 
school choice losses. There also 
needs to be better long-te1m fiscal 
planning, and probably periodic 
property tax oven-ides. But, ironi
cally, the state report is viitually 
silent on these issues. As a matter 
of fact it seems to recommend a 
policy - closing a school with 
strong community suppo1t - that 
could cause even more school 
choice losses and make the situa
tion worse. 

But my point is, we have state 
and federal policy di-iven by the 
notion that schools are evaluated 
according to ce1tain standai·ds, 
paiticularly test scores. The state 
DOE comes here in part because 
some test scores ai·e low and in 
part because last yeai· the towns 
almost did not approve a school 
budget. So what does the DOE 
do? It essentially ignores the 
budget problem and provides foe! 
for those who want to close a 
school with high test scores .. 
Does this make any sense? 

Hunting on the Bike Path 

This core fiscal problem is 
compounded by school choice 
and the constantly rising cost of 
special education. Both of these 
ai·e state and federal mandates 
that tend to negatively impact the 
poorest school districts the most. 

Even on the issue of the ele
mentaiy schools, there is almost 
no substance, and a lot of ques
tionable analysis. There is little 
evidence to suppo1t the ai·gument 
that consolidating elementaiy 
education will improve test 
scores or solve perennial budget 
problems. Instead, the repo1t pro
motes the theo1y that closing a 
school (or moving the Gill 6th 
grade to the middle school) will 
show "leadership" and improve 
the reputation of the school com
mittee. This is essentially a politi
cal ai·gument commonly used by 
those who cannot justify consoli
dation on education or fiscal 
terms. It is sad to see a state 

I know this appeai·s hai·sh to 
the consultants who produced the 
evaluation. This is probably not 
mainly their fault. They only had 
a sho1t time to deal with a com
plex local situation. The DOE 
appeai·s to have tasked them to 
focus only on "leadership" and 
ignore the fiscal cr-isis. They also 
seem to have gotten some poor 
advice from (unnamed) "local 
officials" with an agenda .. 

Most impo1tantly, the report 
simply reflects the broader prob
lems of state education policy, 
which seems to be a btmdle of 
conti-adictions. 

Monday, November 26th, was 
the stait of shotgtm htmting sea
son for deer. I know this not 
because I read about it any local 
papers, or read any public warn
ing notices. I fotmd out about it 
while walking along the bike 
path between Tmners Falls and 
Montague City. 

Out of the woods emerged 
three htmters di·essed in camou
flage and orange, presenting their 
shotgtms as if to fire on any deer 
that might wander onto the bike 
path. Anyone familiar with the 
bike path knows there ai·e plenty 
of notice signs of what can't be 
done in this ai·ea. I am quite sur
p11sed that hunting and the beai·
ing offirea1ms isn't on the list of 
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prohibitions. If there is a law that 
prohibits htmting within 500 feet 
of a dwelling, then there sure 
should be a law that does not per
mit hunting alongside a frequent
ly used public ai·ea. 

As a result of this expe11ence I 
have a few info1mal requests. 
First, to the htmters: Please htmt 
in the woods, which ai·e plentifol 
in this ai·ea, and if you do come 
upon someone walking along a 
public bike path, at least put your 
gtms down. Secondly, to town 
officials: tiy to pass an ordinance 
that prohibits hunting anywhere 
near the bike path. Lastly, to 
walkers: Weai· Omnge! 

-Don Clegg 
Montague City 
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Kemble Resigns as Community Health 
Center's Executive Director 

A Farewell Letter to Board and Staff 
BY JONATHAN VON RANSON 
WENDELL - Eight or ten wonied 
people - doctorless patients and ex-staff 
of the troubled Community Health 
Center of Franklin County - have been 
meeting eve1y couple of weeks in Orange 
in recent months, to coordinate a 
community response to what they see as 
problems in the health center's 
management approach, and to help 
restore its lost function, especially in 
Orange. The health center's troubles -
and the group's activity - are related to 
the departure of five providers and the 
resignation under duress of three 
members of the board of directors in the 
past few months, leaving a tight local 
healthcare situation even tighter. 

Then came news last weekend of the 
resignation of the center's executive 
director, Dr. Sarah Kemble, and the six 
month leave of absence of medical 
director Dr. Wayne Hioe. But given the 
widespread anxiety over staff tumover 
and firings, charges and countercharges 
flying in the press, and the sharp, painful 
rift that exists within the health center 
community, and given especially that 
North Quabbin-area CHCFC patients 
today are left with virtually no primaiy 
care, there was no sense that the effo1t to 
heal the community health center ends 
with these departures. 

The Orange center's physician, Dr. 
Steve Ma1tin, resigned in October, a few 
months after a nurse practitioner there, 
William Levine, was fired. Despite the 
shortage of staff there, Orange staff are 
reportedly sometimes diverted to Tumers 
Falls. The waiting time for services has 
lengthened at both locations. Dr. Joseph 
Andrews, an agency doctor from 
Lexington hired as a tempora1y fill-in, 
works only pa1t-time. At the main facility 
in Tumers Falls, it's said by staff that 
new patients are not being accepted. 

An aide to congressman John Olver at 
his Holyoke office confumed that "the 
delegation" - in this case state 
representatives Chris Donelan and Steve 
Kulik, state senator Stanley Rosenberg 
and the congressman himself - had been 
in touch with the health center prior to 

Kemble's resignation, regarding the 
problems at the center. 

Kemble is the founder, and recognized 
as an effe.ctive and single-minded 
promoter and fundraiser of the health 
center, which ad1nirers have called "her 
baby." Many don't blame Kemble, who 
will be executive director tmtil Dec. 31st, 
at all for the losses of staff and healthcare 
se1vices. In a November 17th opinion 
piece in the Greenfield Recorder, 
Community Action! director Jane 
Sanders praised Kemble highly, pointed 
to a tight market and widespread high 
tumover in health cai·e providers, and 
mentioned acts of"sabotage" by ex-staff. 
She alleged that one ex-staffer 
"pressured" potential new hires not to 
accept the job. She hinted at other 
"astonishing details," and said personnel 
privacy requires that "the full sto1y can 
never be told." No source in the existing 
board or management to date has spoken 
of any real management Inissteps. 

Rebecca Bialecki is executive director 
of the North Quabbin Commtmity 
Coalition, and one of three who quit as a 
director of the health center board in 
October. The resignations happened after 
a stmggle within the board over whether 
or not to accept a report from an outside 
consultant, Patricia Moore, who 
reviewed the situation at the health 
center. The snuggle included a vote of no 
confidence in the three by their fellow 
directors. In a conversation for this 
article, Bialecki pointed to "quite a 
number of resignations" over time as 
evidence of the difficulty of working on 
the board. By her accotmt, "We looked 
into the problems with the staff, and the 
end result was the board got the 
overwhelining sense of the staff being 
tmhappy with management. We hired a 
consultant to recommend changes, to 
identify what the difficulties were. She 
did; she recommended changes, and that 
eventually brought us to this point." 

The health center has 8,000 patients, 
whom the center is committed to se1ving 
without regard to their insurance status or 

see HEAL1H i:g 12 

BY SARAH KEMBLE, MD, MPH 
Eucutive Director, Franklin 
County Community Health Centt>r 

We have come through a difficult 
week with the annotmcement of Dr. 
Hioe's leave of absence. Many, many 
thanks to Wayne for his three and a 
half years of service to the health 
center; he made many conu·ibutions, 
most of them (like Wayne himself) 
quiet and subtle, but powerful and 
impo1tant at the same time. I know 
how hai·d it is for people to let him 
have this break, but in many ways he 
has taken the worst bnmt of the 
destmctive campaign of the last year. 
Just as Wayne has offered respect and 
support to all individuals despite an 
extremely uncomfortable and 
polarized situation, now he deserves 
all of our gratitude and support to be 
with his yotmg fainily. 

Everyone is tired from the 
tmprecedented challenges of the last 
year, and no one has escaped the 
effects. The last year has been so hai·d 
on each and eve1y one of you. I regret 
the incredible stress we have all been 
tmder, and the toll that this has taken 
on the organization, in particular my 
prolonged preoccupation with crisis 
management and decreased 
availability to offer support to staff 
people when you all were tmder the 
same su·ess. 

I tmly believe that there is light at 
the end of the tunnel, and want to give 
eve1yone a sense of how I think the 
recovery process is going to happen. 
First, while our intemal recove1y is 
well tmde1way, I have reached the 
very difficult personal decision that I 
am no longer the right person to 
continue leading the health center out 
of the crisis. For the good of our 
center I will resign as Executive 
Director effective December 31st. I 
have always been willing to do 
whatever I believed the health center 
needed from me, and this decision is 
no exception. 

I am ve1y pleased that, in a special 
meeting two nights ago, the boai·d 

appointed Jim Worden, who has 
agreed to step in as the acting 
Executive Director. This will strut on 
Janua1y 1st, and Jim has agreed to 
continue tmtil the board is able to hire 
my pe1manent replacement. I believe 
that in leaving I can take with me a lot 
of baggage from the last year's 
intemal stmggle, and this will allow 
the board and management team to go 
fo1ward without being hobbled by 
ongoing sabotage of our hiring 
processes aimed at the lightning rod 
that I have tmfo1ttmately become. 

Once our hiring process is able to 
go fo1ward n01mally again, I have all 
the faith in the world that the 
management team and board members 
will be able to cany out a complete 
himarotmd by this coming summer. 
Unfo1ttmately due to the intentional 
interference and dismption of four 
medical provider hires, it's no secret 
to any of you that our clinical and 
financial situations have become 
precarious, and changes in our 
medical practice and staffing pattems 
will be necessaiy. There will be some 
lean months between now and next 
summer, but just as we have seen the 
incredible, amazing and wonderful 
flowering of our dental department 
over the last eight months, the same 
thing is going to happen for medical 
too, and I believe much more quickly 
with Jim as your acting Executive 
Director. 

Over the years, I've become aware 
that it's normal for Inission-driven 
organizations to have complicated 
feelings about and relationships with 
their fotmders. I was nai've about this 
before starting the health center, but 
I've leamed that, to some people, 
fotmders can seem larger than life. 
I've been amazed to discover that 
because I did one good, hard thing in 
seeing the health center into existence, 
sometimes people have assumed I had 
super-human strengths and abilities 
that achially I do not feel inside at all. 
Fotmders are human, and must not be 
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TFHS Students Inducted Into National Honor Society 
BY ALI URBAN 
TURNERS FALLS - For 
interim Gill-Montague Regional 
School District superintendent 
Kenneth Rocke, one of the high 
points of his job is to be able to 
honor students' achievements. 
He had an opportunity to do just 
that at a November 29th 
induction ceremony at the 
Turners Falls High School 
theater for nine new members of 
the George F. Wrightson chapter 
of the National Honor Society 
(NHS). 

leadership and character. NHS 
officers highlighted these 
qualities with a candle-lighting 
ceremony at the induction, 
explaining their impo1tance. 

Senior Molly Perry, the co
secretary of the George F. 

and women," he said. 
He added that NHS is 
an impo1tant tradition 
of excellence at TFHS, 
and the members are 
charged with meeting a 
high set expectations. 

11r11~c:~c:,c:,L 
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recognition is just the 
icing on the cake, not to 
be expected, but 
definitely to be 
enjoyed." 

She noted that 

Rocke addressed the 

scholarship is more than 
outstanding grades but a 
"life-long love of 
learning ... a sum of 
small choices." She also 
said that community 
service deepens 
acadeinic learning with 
a connection between 
what a teacher is saying 
and the world outside 
the classroom. 

inductees, saying that to enjoy 
reading, learning and thinking is 
a "valuable tool (that will) serve 
you well in the rest of your life," 
which will be an inspiration to 
continue learning and studying. 
He encouraged the students to 
create a habit of learning, and to 
enjoy the learning process. 

To be inducted in the NHS, 
juniors or seniors must achieve a 
grade point average of3.5 to 4.0. 
Students must then complete an 
application listing their co
cun'icular activities, leadership 
positions, service and 
community activities, work 
experience and recognition and 
awards. A faculty selection 
committee then reviews the 
applications and decides which 
students will be inducted. 

Wrights on 
chapter of the 
National Honor 
Society, shared 
with new 
members the 
importance of 
leadership, 
noting that 
leadership 
requires a level 
of mahll'ity. 
"You need to 
make decisions 
and recognize 
their effect on 
people," she 
said. She 
believes that 
leaders must be 
able to admit 

Le.ft to right bottom: Ali Urban, Kqyla Pecor, Gina Varuz-{o, Mol!J Perry, Alix 
Ackerman, Alex Ttifano; le.ft to right middle: Stephanie Jo!J, Samuel Johnson, Abbry Daniel-Green, 

Amanda Golembeski, AflD' Baxter, Katie Christen.ron; le.ft to right back row: L-R Top: Samuel Colton, 
Theodore Dunbar, Joshua Gammon, Amber Henry, Brit!a1!J Mazor, Sara Pease, Nicholas Skar?Jnski. 

Under the guidance 
of advisors Mary Jane 
Prasol and Lisa West, 
the National Honor 
Society members 
participate in several 
commtmity service 
activities including 
caroling for the elderly 
for the holidays, raising 

when they are wrong and listen 
to other people's ideas. 

School committee chair Mary 
Kociela addressed the group for 
their distinguished honor. "This 
honor is also a reflection of who 
you are as persons and reflects 
your values, principles and 
integrity," she said. 

New members were 
presented with membership pins 
and certificates of membership 
by Rocke and Kenney. The new 
members also signed the 
membership book, which 
contains signahll'es of earlier 
members dating from 1975. 

service opportunities offered 
through the NHS. "I'm excited 
about caroling at the nursing 
homes," he said. "I think 
everyone will like it." 

money for cancer research and 
organizing a prom fashion show 
to benefit a charity of choice. 

New members inducted into 
the George F. Wrightson chapter 
of the National Honor Society 
were: Amy Baxter, Katie 
Christenson, Samuel Colton, 
Theodore Dunbar, Joshua 
Gammon, Amber Henry, 
Brittany Mazor, Sara Pease and 
Nicholas Skarzynski. 

Selection is based on 
sh1dents' scholarship, service, 

Upper school principal Jeff 
Kenney agreed. "(This is) a tmly 
outstanding group ofyotmg men 

Samuel Colton, a junior, was 
honored to be selected for 
induction. He said he is looking 
fo1ward to the community 

Joyce Phillips, a member of 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District school 
committee and keynote speaker 
at the induction, commended 
sh1dents for their hard word and 
reminded them that "any 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 1st Street alley. Motor 
vehicle had been towed. 
12:40 p.m. Walk in to 
station reported a past 

Accident Reports Assaults & Larceny 
Wednesday 11-28 
11 :05 a.m. Alarm sounding 
at French King Highway 
business, all secure upon 
arrival. 
8:45 p.m. Attempted 
warrant service on West Gill, 
subject not at residence. 
Thursday 11-29 
6:03 p.m. Report of 
possible narcotic activity at 
French King Highway 
business, under 
investigation. 
Saturday 12-1 

1 :31 p.m. Report that fire 
extinguisher system had 
activated at the Gill Mobil 
station, checked with fire 
department. 
Sunday 12-2 
7:20 a.m. Arrested 

charged 
assault and battery. 
9:25 p.m. Stayed in area of 
Northfield town line to assist 
Northfield police with 
domestic disturbance. 
10:01 p.m. Assisted with 

motor vehicle lock-out at 
Main Road business. 
Monday 12-3 
12:20 a.m. Report of loose 
cows on West Gill Road. 
11 :59 a.m. Motor vehicle 
accident on West Gill Road, 
no injuries. 
Tuesday 12-4 
6:59 p.m. Report of car on 
its side on West Gill Road 
near South Cross Road, 
checked area, unable to 
locate 

Thursday 11-29 
6:52 a.m. Report of 
vandalism at the gatehouse 
at the Turners Falls Dam on 
1st Street. A pumpkin was 
dropped from the bridge and 
a truck windshield was 
smashed. Report taken. 
Friday 11-30 
11 :48 a.m. Report of a 
larceny at the Carnegie 
Library. A wallet was stolen. 
Report taken. 
Saturday 12-1 
1 :39 p.m. Report of a loud 

noise disturbance from a 4th 

was arrested on a straight 
warrant. 
Sunday 12-2 
4:04 p.m. Report of an 
assault in the alley between 
4th Street and 3rd Streets. 
Caller states he was jumped 
by a known assailant. 
Advised of options. 
Monday 12-3 
11 :37 a.m. Report of a 
motor vehicle theft from the 

assault at a Bridge Street 
address. Assailant was 
known to reporting party. 
Advised of options. 
5:56 p.m. Report of a 
unwanted person at a 2nd 
Street address. Woman was 
causing a disturbance. 
Gone on arrival. 
Tuesday 12-4 
8:48 a.m. Report of a car vs 
deer accident on Route 63 
at Gunn Road. Report 
taken. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Todd R. Howe, President 

Steering Committee Member. Montague Business A1sociation 

!'ROVIDll'IG liCCOUNTI~ & COMPUTEl! mMcES TO LOCAi. BU11NESSES 

~c,o FOIi HJltr', 800KK.!'E,.wa, INT!.tNAl AUDIT, WE.8 OUlGN, OATA&ASe:s 

Caddie 
Consulting 

w,vw,raddicconst1lting.com 

I41 Jf 863-9990 

Is your buslness still not on the internet? 
We can get you online for about $500. 

we can take your existing marketing 
materials and turn them into web pages. 

For example www.anewfacedayspa.com 
and w,vw.dancefeverdancemJClio.com 

n,e possibilities are endless. 
Call today for a free consultation. 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

c""':c-:"la .... 
(413) 367-2475 

Todd R. Howe. President 

Steering Committee Mcmbei, Montague BusIne1s AlSocration 

PROVIDING ACCOONTING & COMPUTER SERVICES TO lOCAI. BUSINESSES 

'CFOfOIC'HUlf", BOOkN.EEl'ING, WttlNA&.AUDfT, WE8 DblON, DA'rABASIES 

Are you getting llmely financial reports? 
If not, we can help 'JOU run your buSlncs,, 

We wlll pick up all of your documenis and 
Caddie rerurnwrvicnecl<S ro signs Key fCpGll.S. 

Consulting Imagine handling <II or your accounnhg 
needs & processes 111 one wee1<.1y meeong. 

www.<addieconsulting.com 

!4 13) 863-9990 

The possibilities are endless. 
Call today for a free consultat1on. 

North County 
Septic Service 

Preventive Maintenance 
for your Septic System 

Don Stebbins (413) 498-5453 

. owe, res, ent 

Steering Corrtmittee Memoer, Montague Buiiness Al.sociation 

PROVIDING ACCOONTING & COMPUTER SERVICES TO LOCAi. BUSINESSES 

"CfO ,01' ttlllf". •ooKKU.'1N<J, U'lT'EftNALAUDl'f, WE.IS OUION, 0ATA.IASf$ 

Attention OuickBooKs Users: 
Ever wrsh you could get more out of ir? 

. We can link ro your accounting data & 
C add I e qec;te custom fOfll1S and reports in Access. 

Consulting We can also design l<!bles to add de1aUed 
customer notes to your OlJlckBcoks dara. 

,wtW.caddieconsLttino.com The po~ibilities are endless. 

/413) 863--9990 Calf today for a free consultation. 

• BAKER~► 
Office Supply 

Red Sox & Patriots Souvenirs! 
keyd,atr,s • jewehy ·st:lckers • pencils • socks • scarves 

, .. and much more! 

310 Main Street, Greenfield www.bakerofficesupply.com 

(4131 774-2345 Call Bonnie todav! 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Building Report Back on the Agenda 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN - The 
November 28th meeting of the 
Wendell selectboard was so sho1t 
that selectboard member Dan 
Keller decided to reintroduce 
"our favorite part of the 
meeting," the building update. 
With the municipal building 
projects complete at the new 
libra1y and the new town office 
building, the focus is now on 
converting the old libra1y 
building into a senior center, and 
the renovations needed at the 
town hall for Good Neighbors 
food pantiy to move there. 

At the old libraiy, the grinder 
pump has been installed for the 
bathroom, and the water line is 
connected. Tom Chaisson 
refinished the cellar floor. 
Librarian Rose Heidkamp said 
that sta1ting the heat for the first 
time of the season in the old 
building is tricky, and 
selectboard chair Ted Lewis said 
with water in the pipes they 
should huny up and get the heat 
on. Heat will also help keep the 
cellar hmnidity down in the 
winter. In summer, a 
dehumidifier will be necessruy. 

The building has no insulation 
whatsoever, and what Heidkamp 
said was tiue; at the old librruy, 
the books were the insulation. 
Selectboard member Christine 
Heard said the company that 
insulated her house, Eastern 
Weatherization, did a good job. 

Because the town hall 
renovations needed for Good 

SCHOOLS from pg 1 

dents attend Gill Elementa1y 
School in combined classes of 
fifth and sixth graders, rather 
than attending the iniddle 
school with their peers. 
Consequently, the Director of 
Teaching and Leaming, Grades 
6 - 12 [Anna Stina Ohlson] will 
have to oversee the offsite work 
of the teacher of these seven 
students." 

The repo1t faults the school 
committee for failing to provide 
"sufficient leadership to enable 
the district to make acadeinic 
progress. The Cominittee's 
inability to effectively address 
and resolve issues related to 
grade configuration and 
elementary school building 
closings impedes the district's 
progress and underinines public 
support." 

ThI·oughout the report, the 

Neighbors involves a building 
that was not part of the original 
project, ti·ansfening money for 
that will have to be authorized at 
a special town meeting, to be 
held December 19th. 

Cru·olyn Manley, as a member 
of the interior design committee, 
made a brief appearance in the 
selectboard office to say the 
committee had purchased some 
art for the halls of the new office 
building, including a painting by 
Bob Ellis of Montague Road, and 
a photograph by Gloria Kegeles, 
of Cooleyville Road, and some 
photographs taken by former 
residents of Wendell. 

Town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich opened the meeting by 
repo1ting the state is reimbursing 
Wendell $2,424.09 for road 
reconstmction needed after the 
floods of October 2005. Lewis 
wondered when the town would 
receive reimbursement for 
tornado clean up, from the 
following year. Aldrich also 
repo1ted that a private company 
has installed a satellite dish, 
connected to her computer. 
However, that access is not 
through the office building, and 
discussion followed about the 
logistics of wired access to the 
dish through the new building. 

Aldrich had a copy of the 
wruTant for the December 19th 
special town meeting. Most of 
the articles are for money 
ti·ansfers. This yeru· the town has 
$265,248 in free cash, which the 

failure on the school 
cominittee's pa1t to make a final 
decision on school closing is 
highlighted as a factor that 
di·ains away administi·ative time 
and school cominittee attention 
that could otherwise be devoted 
to improving educational 
outcomes for G-M students. 

However, inte1viewed after 
the report's release, interim 
GMRSD superintendent Ken 
Rocke stressed, "We are not 
saying we will save a ton of 
money," by closing elementary 
schools. He said there would 
not be much if any reduction in 
the size of the disti·ict's teaching 
faculty, since, except for a few 
small classes at Gill and 
Montague Center schools, class 
sizes at the high school, iniddle 
school and larger elementary 
schools are ah·eady "maxed 
out," and the district is tmder 
pressure from the DOE to add 

selectboard wants to put into 
stabilization, except for $600 to 
purchase three six-foot tables, 
and three eight-foot tables, to 
replace old ones in the town hall. 

As a member of the landscape 
committee, Heard said the 
committee would be spreading 
mulch ru·otmd the plantings at the 
librruy on Saturday, December 
1st, from 11 a m. to noon. 
December 1st was cold with a 
biting wind, but at the scheduled 
time three women were there at 
the library spreading mulch. 

Aldrich read a notice 
dist11buted by the Athol Chamber 

office building and the librruy are 
afready tight and the style that 
mounts into grass and soil would 
be a better choice. 

Lewis said the town 
ti·aditionally gives road workers 
the day before ChI'istmas and 
New Years Day off with pay, 
unless snow makes plowing and 
sanding necessruy. This yeru· the 
road crew saved the town 
thousands of dollars in 
const11.1ction costs, and they 
deserve at least that, Lewis said, 
and Keller and Heru·d agreed. 

Jonathan von Ranson met the 
boru·d, continuing his effort to 

'½.t the old library, the 
books were the insulation" 

of Commerce annotmcing a 
"Buy Local" craft fair, open and 
free to the public at the Athol 
town hall on Saturday, December 
8th and Stmday, December 9th. 
Tables are still available to 
vendors, and the fair draws 
thousands of visitors. 

The Franklin Cotmcil of 
Governments is offering free 
bike racks in two different styles, 
one that sits on pavement, and 
one motmted into soil. Board 
members decided the walks and 
pru'king areas at both the town 

back programs that will engage 
students at risk of dropping out 
at the high school level, or are 
in need of special education, 
math or reading help. As to 
savings on utility or 
maintenance costs, "Unless you 
are willing to abandon 
buildings, you wind up heating 
them to 55 degrees at least, 
plowing them for access in a 
fire, and doing basic 
maintenance on them." Rocke 
also said that if a school 
building were closed and turned 
back to the town, the town 
would simply assume the cost 
of heating and mainta.ining that 
building, rather than the school 
disti·ict, providing little relief 
for local taxpayers. 

Yet, Rocke said, "The gains 
tend to come in ancilla1y 
positions, such as 
administrative staff, nurses," 
and the like. And school 

- Rose Heidkamp 
\Vendell Librarian 

find a legal way to include a low 
footprint apa1tment with no 
elect11city, a composting toilet, 
and a wastewater disposal system 
sized to accept the amotmt of 
water that a hand pump would 
supply in the ham he is 
rebuilding on Locke Village 
Road. Code allows for a 60% 
sized septic leach field with a 
composting toilet, but that still 
assumes hot and cold nmning 
water supplied by an elect11c 
pump or town water. 

Keller said the idea makes 

consolidation would also 
provide the disti·ict with the 
ability to deliver educational 
se1vices more efficiently, while 
enhancing "the power of a 
professional learning 
community" for the teachers, 
who can othe1wise be isolated 
in far-flung, smaller district 
schools. 

In conti·ast to their 
assessment of the school 
cominittee, the review team 
gave Rocke high marks for his 
leadership of the dist11ct, which 
he began se1ving in Jtme of this 
year, only four months before 
the team's visit. Still, school and 
town officials were tmited in 
their regard of "his sti·ong 
leadership in making progress 
on two significant and vexing 
issues: employee health care 
costs and elementa1y school 
closings." Under Rocke's 
tenure, the GMRSD forged an 

sense, and I support you, and the 
other boru·d members agreed at 
least a little. Aldi'ich said that 
building inspector Phil Delorey 
thought the selectboru·d was not 
the 11ght venue to strut such a 
discussion. 

Heard said that it seemed like 
he was asking for the 
selectboard's support without 
much reseru·ch, and von Ranson 
said he was wonde1mg where to 
start his legal path. One issue that 
came up when he spoke with 
people at the Franklin County 
Housing Authority was the 
requirement for hard-wired 
smoke detectors in new 
const11.1ction. 

Lewis said he saw three issues 
that may give von Ranson 
ti·ouble, especially in a seconda1y 
dwelling: the septic system, the 
hru·d-wired smoke detectors, and 
a backup heating system. He said 
a wood stove heated house was 
required to have a back-up heat 
source, but an oil-fired system 
does not. Eve1yone in the room 
was puzzled at this, because a 
wood stove works whenever it is 
fed, but an oil furnace fails 
whenever the elect11c power is 
intem1pted. 

Keller recommended a visit to 
the building inspector, and 
Aldrich recommended the board 
of health. Lewis said the 11ght 
person at the Franklin Housing 
Autho11ty inight help von Ranson 
find his way thI·ough the legal 
maze he will be facing. 

agreement with teachers and 
staff to join the cost-saving state 
health plan, the Group 
Insurance Commission, one of 
the few dist11cts statewide that 
were able to do so tmder the 
tight timeframe provided this 
year. 

The repo1t noted Rocke, a 
retired superintendent on state 
pension, is se1ving the GMRSD 
on an interim basis, and his 
contract is due to expire at the 
end of the present school year. 
Negotiations are ongoing 
between the school cominittee 
and Rocke to extend that 
contract, but the report notes 
Rocke may be "willing and 
eligible to se1vice the disti·ict 
for only one or two additional 
years," leaving the question of 
longer te1m leadership for the 
school dist11ct up in the 
air. 

II 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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DEMERS' LANDSCAPING 
Landscapi,ng & Excavating 

Estimates Given - Fully Insured 
136 Turnpike Road, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Edward A. Demers, !Since 1970! Tel. 863-3652 
Prop. clip and save . ---~~,. ------. 

DOLAN & DOt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Past Due Usher Demolition Bill Will Be Paid 
BY NICHOLE CLAYTON 

On December 3rd, Clayton 
'Buster' Davenport approached 
the board with a bill for the work 
his company, Davenport 
Tmcking, of Greenfield, 
performed at the town's request 
following the July 30th arson 
fire at the Usher Mill on Arch 
Street in Eiving Center. 
Following the containment of 
that blaze, fire chief Mick 
Laclaire had called in 
Davenport to bring an excavator 
and demolish a brick wall facing 
the Millers River, so the fire 
department could more easily 
douse the embers. Davenport 
has been waiting on payment 
ever since, and said he has been 
unable to collect from the 
fo1mer plant owners, Morris 
Housen and family. 

Eiving administrative 
coordinator Tom Sharp said that 
Laclaire had told him that 
Housen had made assurances on 
the day after the fire that he 
would be willing to pay for the 
excavator's bill. Based on that 
assurance, Laclaire said he 
called Davenpo1t to do the work. 
The bill is in the amotmt of 
$6,600, and has been 
outstanding for four months. 

Since Laclaire had called 
Davenport to do the work on 
behalf of the town, the board 
asked the finance committee to 
pay the bill from rese1ve ftmds. 
The board will now take steps to 
collect the funds from the mill's 
previous owners, Housen and 
family. 

A few weeks after the fire, a 
company called Patriots 
Environmental, an asbestos 
removal contractor from 
Worcester, purchased the Usher 
Mill in early August, for a token 
sum, and paid the town back 
taxes that had accumulated on 
the property in the amotmt of 
$194,135.91. At the closing, the 
company's president, Ron 
Bussiere, made assurances that 
he would have the remaining 
buildings on the prope1ty 
demolished, as Franklin County 
cooperative building inspector 
Jim Hawkins had ordered, and 
removed by the beginning of 
September. "Heavy equipment 
has been parked on site since 
then," said Sharp. "But nothing 
has been done there since they 
purchased the property." 

Hawkins said an order to 
"board and secure" the Usher 
Mill had been outstanding since 
2000, but following the fire, 
demolition of nearly all the 
buildings, except for one boiler 
room, has become a matter of 
public safety. He said court 
action is contemplated against 
Bussiere ifhe continues to delay 
complying. "He's dragging his 
feet," Hawkins said. 

In other news from the 
December 3rd selectboard 
meeting, Geoff Rogers from the 
Hampshire Council of 

Governments' 'Hampshire 
Power' program, a non-profit 
energy broker which is licensed 
by the Commonwealth to buy 
and sell electricity on the 
wholesale market, came to the 
board with a proposal for Eiving 
to sign up with Hampshire 
Power, and provided numbers to 
demonstrate the potential cost 
savings for the town's electric 
bills. If Erving had signed on 
with Hampshire Power last year, 
they would have seen a savings 
of around $24,000, Rogers said. 
He noted that Belche1town had 
saved $155,000 by buying 
electricity through Hampshire 
Power last year, while Palmer 
has shown a savings of $60,000 
in a nine-month period since 
signing up, Rogers said. 

Since last year, Erving has 
pa1ticipated in a similar 
wholesale electricity buying 
program, called Design for 
Energy Management, which has 
saved the town money over the 
past year. However, the amotmt 
saved is not as significant as the 
savings Rogers forecasted. "In 
the first quarter, the savings [ the 
town realized with DEM] was 
about $1500," said Sharp. 

Rogers explained the 
difference in scale of the 
savings, saying, ''This is due to 
the fact that the company 
ctmently used is not a non-profit 
company, like Hampshire 
Power." 

The board expressed interest, 
asked Rogers to draw up a 
contract, and said they will 
proceed once they see the 
proposal in writing. 

Budget season is 
approaching, and the 
selectboard issued their annual 
invitation to the school 
committee to join them, along 
with the finance committee, so 
eve1yone could get on the same 
page in advance of the new year. 
The school committee only had 
one member, Melanie Brunett, 
show up to the meeting, along 
with Union 28 business manager 
Charlie Paulin. 

The board looked fo1ward to 
meeting with the entire school 
committee, according to board 
chair Andy Tessier, because "We 
really need the school 
committee to understand that we 
ask eve1y committee to level 
fond. The budget is tight this 
year and they need to level fund, 
not level se1vice," Tessier 
emphasized. He hoped the 
committee is using caution and 
restraint while negotiating wage 
increases for staff this year. 

"We need the school 
committee to get on board this 
year. We want to support 
education, but I do not know 
how, with the increases every 
year," Tessier said. 

Finance committee member 
Stanley Gradowski jumped in 
saying, "The school's budget 
has gone up $100,000 in the past 

four years. That is ridiculous. As 
far as the MC.AS test, the school 
notes they have improved, but 
they are still in the bottom ten 
percent in the state, and that is 
just criminal in my opinion." 
The finance committee said 
teacher salaries and school staff 
wages have increased 18% over 
the past three years, which 
exceeds all other salary 
increases for the town of Erving. 

''The board emphasized the 
town would have only about 
$300,000 in new revenues to 
work with, over and above last 
year's revenues," said Sharp, 
after the meeting. "There was 
$19,000 remaining untapped in 
the town's tax levy last year," he 
added. "That [ extra] money is 
going to get eaten up really 
quickly with energy costs, health 
insurance and contracted wage 
increases," Sharp predicted. 

Paulin said, "Our children 
ought to shine, because we have 
put a lot of resources out there 
for them." However he asked 
the selectboard to keep in mind, 
''The population is growing in 
the school system." 

The board awarded the bids 
for salt at $62.08 per ton to low 
bidder Granite Salt, and the sand 
bid to low bidder Bob Cook out 
of Northfield at $8.20 per ton. 
"We estimate we use about 600 
tons of sand," said Sharp. "Most 
of our roads are maintained by 
the state," he added. 

In news from previous 
selectboard meetings, on 

Monday, November 19th: public hearing on the town's 
The board accepted a letter of 2008 Community development 

resignation from Mike Pierce, block grant application. About a 
the operating manager of dozen residents twned out for 
Eiving's wastewater treatment the hearing, with senior citizens 
plants, effective November predominating. Two main 
23rd. Eiving has recently hired priorities were identified for 
Althur Pace as environmental CDBG funding, namely 
supervisor to oversee the continuing to seek state money 
operations of the three for the zero percent housing 
wastewater treatment facilities. rehabilitation program that has 
Pierce accepted a job in been offered for a number of 
Easthampton's water treatment years in Eiving, and the second 
plant, after working for Eiving being a new senior center, to be 
for 21 years. located on town-owned land 

Sharp said Pace has near the elementary school. This 
recommended the town "wait land is also the target area for a 
and see how much he and plant proposed new senior housing 
worker Cal Taylor can complex, to be financed with 
accomplish for the here and the help of Rural Development 
now," before hiring a Incorporated. Sharp said the 
replacement for Pierce. town would seek CDBG ftmds 

The board held a public for design of a new senior 
hearing on a request from Ralph center, and to prepare bid ready 
Semb, owner of the French plans for same. 
King Bowling Alley, to transfer The board also reviewed 
to his name the liquor license Erving's Commonwealth 
cunently held by Gary Betters, Capital program. The town's 
who owned and ran the fo1mer participation in the program, 
Counhy Living restaurant, which ranks communities 
which Semb has purchased and across the state on their progress 
renamed Jillian! on the '2. ' in providing such things as open 
Semb has hired Betters' son space, agriculhrral prese1vation 
Ryan to manage and cook for and affordable housing, would 
the new establishment, to make Erving more competitive 
provide continuity for the for state grants. The board is 
clientele. The board approved specifically interested in 
the transfer, and sent the request qualifying for state revolving 
on to the Massachusetts ftmd money for the upcoming 
Alcoholic Beverages Control $6.4 million wastewater 
Commission. treatment plant renovation in 

On Monday the 26th of Eivingside. 
November: the board held a 

HOUSING REHABILITATION 
PROGRAM 

The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) has funding for the Towns of Ashfield, Erving, Leverett, Turners 

Falls, Rowe, and Shelburne. 

Income eligible applicants who qualify for a full-deferred payment loan 
will be able to borrow up to $35,000.00. This is a 0% interest, deferred 
payment loan, the loan is secured by a lien placed on your property, 

and the loan is due when you sell or transfer the property. 

Homeowners and any tenant families must have an annual gross 
income equal to or less than the following amounts: 

# In Household 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Gross Annual Income 
$40,150.00 
$45,900.00 
$51,600.00 
$57,350.00 
$61,950.00 
$66,550.00 
$71,100.00 
$75,700.00 

If you are interested in applying for the Housing Rehab 
program please call Charity Day@ (413) 863-9781 ext. 132 

or email at cday@fchra.org 
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Hat is Art? 

Whal i, art? 
11Well, for me the art that comes out of me is inspiration, things 
that I see, feelings that I have for the world around me, and so 
then it comes out in the paintings. So I have to say art is whatever 
the inspiration is in each individual artist. That could come out in 
whatever it is that you're doing whether it is quilts, paintings, or 
woodworking or whatever. So that's it, inspiration. 11 

- James Whitbeck, Montague City 

Whal i, art? 
111 have no clue what art is. I 

just like to make it.11 

- Joe Landry, Turners Falls 

Whal i, art? 
11To me art is expression 

and reflection on differ

ent aspects of life, and 

then incorporating it 

visually to express it 

through your way, to 

share with others, then 

letting them finish 

paintings or sculpture 

.... 

or anything that you're 

working on (in their 

minds). To share your 

way with others and let 

them experience it too 

and let them put their 

own story on it.11 

- Derrick Zellman, 

Turners Falls 

. .• 

d 

b 

Whal are ioiole,? 
11Art.11 - Jack Nelson, Turners Falls 

. . .. "' 
" • I ., 

Whal are ioiole,? 
"Icicles are my fingers as I take photographs 
of icicles.11 

- Janel Nockleby, Turners Falls 

.. 

.. 
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photo essay 
ne ckleby 

rners Falls 

Whal are ioiole,? 
''The darkest matter there is. They convert light, they expand, they refract. 
Icicles are dark matter.11 

- Neil Young, 

Photo captions: f 

11 

a - James Whitbeck in front of his oil painting at the Great Falls Discovery Center; b -
Jack Nelson Sculpture at 2nd Street Baking Co.; c - Derrick J. Zellman in front of his 
painting at the Great Falls Discovery Center; d - Frog painting by Zack, 7th Grade 
Exhibit "Watershed Wildlife," teacher Mandy Lock, Four Rivers Charter Public School; e -
Icicles by the power canal by the Discovery Center; f -Art gazers at 3rd street gallery 

Whal i, art? 
11Art1s an old friend of mine.11 

- Patricia Pruitt, Turners Falls 

All photos and comments recorded during the Art Walk weekend December 1st and 2nd in Turners Falls 

RiverCulture Brings Big Bucks to the Region 
BY CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS - To any
one who has spent any time at 
all over the last few years in 
Turners Falls, it is pretty evi
dent that the downtown is far 
more vibrant than it has been in 
recent memo1y. And it's not just 
the Hallmark Museum or 
Ristorante Dipaolo or the 
Rendezvous that are making the 
difference, though certainly 
they are major contributors to 
the rejuvenation of downtown. 
It's more than just these mar
velous destinations that make 
the difference. It's the feeling 
one gets while strolling along 
the Avenue these days, so vast
ly different from what it was 
just three years ago. In sho1t, 
Turners feels good, feels alive, 
feels energetic and energized. 

Last weekend, for instance, 
despite bluste1y cold, the down
town was filled with folks wan
dering from art venue to a1t 
venue, stopping along the way 
at Avenue A Cafe or Second 
Street Bakery or the 
Rendezvous for a wanning bite 
or a hot drink. As more than one 
person remarked to me last 
weekend, "Turners is the place 
to be." 

Those of us who live here 
already know this, but you do 
not need to trust only feelings 
any longer to feel good about 
what is happening here. The 
Center for Policy Analysis at 
UMASS Dartmouth has just 
completed a survey that docu
mented the econoinic impacts 
of Turners Falls RiverCulture's 
collective programming on the 
local community. And the 

results are fairly amazing: 
Cultural programining in 
Turners Falls generated a total 
regional econoinic impact of 
$785,399 last year, according to 
the sh1dy. The total is based on 
attendance and expenditure 
data from cultural visitors and 
partner organizations producing 
programining through direct, 
indirect and induced impacts. It 
also created an additional 8.6 
full-time equivalent year-round 
jobs. The major employment 
impacts occtmed in non-profit 
organizations, independent 
artists and eating and drinking 
establishments. 

A primary goal of 
RiverCulture is to encourage 
the development of creative and 
culhual industries in Turners 
Falls that attract residents and 
visitors, and the survey results 

clearly demonstrate success in 
creating this culhual synergy. 
For example, more than nine in 
ten respondents indicated they 
would return to Turners Falls 
for other RiverCulhlfe events 
based on their experience, and 
more than four in five respon
dents said that they would 
rehun to Tmners Falls to shop, 
eat or engage in another activi
ty even if a RiverCulhue event 
were not being held. More than 
300 visitor smveys were com
pleted by attendants at 
RiverCulture events, with 
36.6% of respondents from 
Montague, 21.5% from 
Greenfield, and the rest coming 
from other towns, or even out 
of state, to attend events in 
Tmners Falls. 

The repo1t only focuses on 
programining in Tmners Falls 

by the RiverCulhrre partnership 
to include Shea Theater, Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography, 
the Brick House Commtinity 
Resource Center, Carnegie 
Libra1y, Friends of 
Wissatinnewag, Northfield 
Mountain Recreation and 
Environmental Center, Franklin 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
Suzee's Third Street Laundry, 
Jack Nelson, Eileen Dowd, 
Fostering Arts and Culhue 
Partnership and RiverCulture 
signature projects. 

One member of Montague's 
selectboard likes to quip that 
"Montague needs to get a night 
job." When the results of this 
repo1t are better known, it will 
become clear we already have 
one. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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HEALTH from pg 6 

ability to pay for services. 
Asked her impressions of the 
current situation at the health 
center, one of them, Suzette 
Snow-Cobb, who with her 
children is a patient at the 
Turners Falls facility, 
expressed sympathy with the 
sheer difficulty of managing 
such an institution. She could 
imagine, she said, "if you're 
not totally vigilant, communi
cations breakdowns occur" due 
to the sheer number of con
stituencies and the various lev
els - "board, management, 
staff, insurance companies, the 
state ... changes in regulations 

KEMBLE from pg 6 

seen as the owners of what they 
sta1ted, or as having any special 
proprietary hold over the mis
sion. I, like all health center 
employees, have been lucky to 
have a really good job here - in 
my case, for the last twelve 
years. I have always 
approached my job with a focus 

and treatments, all the things 
happening around healthcare, 
the new changes in access ... " 
Snow-Cobb works on the man
agement team of Green Fields 
Market and refers staff to 
health care providers under the 
store's health insurance policy. 
It "would be a significant 
impact," she said, not to be 
able to refer them to the 
Community Health Center, 
since "some of them are new in 
the area and others aren't yet 
hooked up with a private prac
tice." 

A patient at the Orange 
facility, Norman Bouchard of 
Athol, said Dr. Martin had 
been his doctor, and "It's a 

on high quality care, responsi
ble use of public resources, con
sistent and fair treatment of all 
patients and employees, and 
building an institution that can 
and will smvive the departure 
ofus all. 

I have always known that 
from the moment a good idea 
(such as the health center) takes 
root in reality, the role of the 
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shame for a good doctor to 
go." He visited Dr. Andrews, 
the doctor hired temporarily to 
replace Martin, and com
plained that he, too, is about to 
leave. 

"When you're over 60," he 
added, "it's very difficult being 
shoved around." 

Bouchard said he was one 
of those who "made up signs 
and picketed in front of Dr. 
Martin's office to try to get 
him to stay." 

Bouchard added that 
Orange is unlucky. "It seems 
like in this area here, it's 
always bogging down with 
problems. Something gets 
started, then it quits. No, I 

founder begins to diminish. 
This is the way it should be! 
For the organization to grow 
and truly thrive, many must add 
their efforts and hearts to the 
endeavor. To succeed, many 
must cany it fo1ward. This has 
been happening all along; for 
example, one of the happiest 
days of my life with the health 
center was the day Wayne 
became Medical Director and I 

www.1urners1a11srivercu11ure.oru 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in 

Turners Falls. Log on and find out 
what you are missing. 

stopped being acting Medical 
Director! It will continue to 
happen. I always hoped that, in 
spite of my deep attachment to 
the center and of course to so 
many of you, that I would be 
able to recognize when that 

Eat, V vC-t1lv Er 13e--~ e-vry 
tl~ w~ F v~ Er Ne½fhbor¥ 
Support Y 01,(.y Lo-ccil,, New~cq,e,v ! 

The Montague Reporter 

Benefit Cocktail Party 
at the Night Kitchen 

Montague Center Book Mill 

Tuesday December 111, 5-7 p.m. 
Cash Bar 

Free Hors D'Oeuvres 
Minimum Donation $10 

moment inevitably a1rived for 
, me to let go of the health center, 

and for the health center to let 
go ofme. 

Some of you know that while 
, I have many strong beliefs, I am 
' not a religious person. In spite 

of this, I do ve1y much admire 
the golden rule and the serenity 
prayer, and wish I could follow 

' both of them at all times. I have 
received a lot of personal com
fort from those wise words - in 
medical practice, in life, and in 
facing the challenges of the last 
year. 

I won't try to pretend that 
, I've enjoyed how it has all 
' come about, but I know that the 

moment for letting go has 
arrived. Some of you will dis
agree. You will disagree with 
each other too - some will say I 
waited far too long, others will 

don't like it a bit." 
A current board member, 

Judy Atkins, assigned no 
blame. She offered her thought 
that "The Orange community 
is different than the Greenfield 
community - more close-knit," 
and therefore naturally 
inclined to go its own way. 
"It's a problem of spawning 
new health centers," she said, 
"the way the Franklin County 
center broke away from 
Holyoke. It's not a bad thing; it 
just wasn't a phenomenon that 
was recognized at first, before 
the hurt started to happen. I 
really think there were the best 
of intentions on both sides." 

Ex-board member Bialecki 

say I should have hung on 
longer. My personal thinking 
right now is that our commtmi
ty needs me more to be a full
time doctor, while the nature of 
the health center's organization
al challenges and the work that 
the leadership must cany out is 
work that I am no longer the 
best person to lead. 

How fortunate the commtmi
ty is that Jim is exactly the right 
person, and that he is ready, 
willing and able to take up this 
challenge! I want to encourage 
eve1yone who can to stick with 
the health center and give Jim 
and each other your respect and 
support, going forward con
structively together, as a team. 
There are many good medical 
provider candidates in the 
wings, and (remember dental!) 
we are truly only three or four 
hires away from being a totally 
healthy organization once 
again. 

Years ago, when I was react
ing emotionally to an earlier 
health center crisis (the crisis 
itself is long gone from my 
memory), my dear mentor Des 
Callan said, "there will be casu
alties." It's tough right now to 
be one of the casualties, but I 
agree with the point that Des 
was making, that this ( and all 
turnover) is an inevitable aspect 
of change and growth. The 
process is healthy and neces
sa1y. The comings and goings of 
individuals are personal transi
tions, but will never be a cata-

December 6, 2007 

wanted to speak of the center's 
assets and prospects for the 
future: "The health center has 
wonderful facilities," she said, 
"wonderful staff - support 
staff, many of whom are still at 
the health center - and it gives 
a great opportunity to make 
good changes and rebuild the 
health center." 

Jonathan von Ranson is a 
patient at the Community 
Health Center of Franklin 
County. He has been working 
with a group of ex-staff and 
patients and writing letters to, 
in his words, "encourage con-
structive changes at 

1
.~ 

111111 the health center. " 11!1 

strophe for the organization; the 
assumption that there is always 
someone to blame whenever 
someone leaves their job can be 
destructive in itself. Learn to 
weather turnover; in this health 
care environment, it isn't going 
to change any time soon. It's 
OK to be sad too (I sure hope it 
is). But sadness doesn't last for
ever; life will go on. 

For me, life going on will 
involve taking a break to be 
with my family (let's see if they 
remember who I am)! After that 
I will go into private practice. 
Given the critical shortage of 
primary care doctors, full-time 
primary care practice is where I 
now believe the community 
needs me, and it's where I 
always wanted to be too. Many 
of my long-te1m patients can 
verify that this was actually my 
plan ten years ago, to be able to 
do patient care full-time once 
the health center was up and 
running. So I'll get my wish. 

Please know that all employ
ees, board members and your 
family members are welcome to 
continue with me as a prima1y 
care doctor in a couple of 
months, once I'm back in busi
ness. If you wish to talk before 
or after I leave the health center, 
my door is (almost) always 
open. 

Thank you from the bottom 
of my hea1t for all these good 
years doing this great work 
together. Keep it going t~!/111. 
- make it better! 11!1 
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SHOW from pg 1 

trends, for others it was not set
tling on a theme before starting 
on their outfits, and finding lit
tle to guide them in the worn 
camouflage pants and sheer 
polyester blouses. 

It might be fashion made 
from cast-off clothing, but it 
was clear from the attention to 
detail the designers gave it their 
all, putting how-s and hours into 
their creations. 

Tickets for the show were 
hard to come by given the num
ber of participants: opening 
bands, designers, models, and 
their respective entourages. For 
those who didn't score a ticket, 
the fashion show was simulcast 
- like any gala should be - at the 
Rendezvous bar next door. 

Two bands, 'the lower case 
g's' and 'IGANIC sound system' started 
the festivities. Since Janke didn't have 
time this year to get a temporary liquor 
license and hire a bartender for the 
laundromat, most of the fashion show 
patrons repaired to the Rendezvous, co

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The area's top models strut their stuff on Suzee's catwalk. Left to right: Zoe Weizenbaum, Rachel Teumin and Jennifer Dewitt. 

ready to file upstairs. 
First down the runway was Rachel 

Teumin's collection - a redefinition of 
prep and jock, a blast from the future. 
The women wore a colorful mix of 
fleece and other active wear cut up and 

Fashion show veteran 
Harding unveiled a frisky collec
tion to the tune of I Want a Girl 
in a Short Skirt and a Long 
Jacket. A skit played out as 
the models preened for a man 

13 

owned by Janke. While 'i want suzee' this was convenient, it 
put back together in 
entirely new configura-

at the end of the runway. The 
picky fellow rejected each in turn 
as they removed jackets to display 
skirts representing the 20s, 70s, 
80s, a 90s power suit and 2001 
sass. The man got a great recep
tion when he removed his outer 

also meant that festivities 
at the laundromat got off to a slower 
start with the party happening next 
door, and the bands played to a much 
smaller audience than in previous years. 

tions. One male model 
sported a jacket he removed to reveal a 
preppy striped shirt with cut out sleeves 
and back, the polo symbol "tattooed" in 
the center of his back. Illustrating the 

The crowd grew restless as 10:30 
p m. came and went with still no sign of 
the models. Backstage, or rather, in the 
basement amidst cast-off furniture, 
books and odds and ends, models and 
designers crowded around mirrors to 
apply make-up and arrange their hair. 
Still others used the narrow aisle to 

future of football fan style 
was a model sporting a 
multicolored Mohawk, 

'tattooed' 
clothing in the collec
tion's finale to dis-
play a shirt that read, 

leather jacket, and fleece skirt. "I Want Suzee." 
As the beats blared from the sound Sarah Pruitt found inspira

tion in the seductive tango, 
clothing her models all in 

system, Anja Schutz went next with a 
collection of five distinctive dresses 
made from t-shirts and sweatshirts, as ~ black, for a new take on the "' ____ ,,,,,r.,~ 

practice their catwalk, as seasoned vet
erans of the fashion show gave tips on 
how to manage the notoriously slippery 
runway. Tension ran high as last minute 
adjustments were made. Finally, the 
models stood shivering in their outfits, 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COHN& 

COMPANY 

~.eal ~state ~!!e~cy 
117 Main Street • PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

well as ties ingeniously 
redesigned as neck 
straps. The collection 
included frocks inspired 
by flappers, candy 
stripers, school girl 
innocence, evening wear 
(the bosom of which was 
stitched together by 
Schutz as the models 
lined up to go on), and a 
cut-up hooded sweat
shirt rock'n roll enough 
to wear on the street. 
Several models wore 

little black dress. For Above: Left to right· Cheri Monette, Jennifer Dewitt, and 
accent the designer used Anja Schutz/ake their final turn on the catwalk. 
diamonds cut out of laun-
dry soap boxes. These 
were sewn on the hems of dresses as 
fringe, a dramatic train, and on the 
corset of her harlequin-inspired design. 
The women wore fishnets, high black 

'next year?' 
heels and 

flowers in 
their hair 

for a cohesive look. Her male model 
wore all black and a mask, a sort of 
mystery man with whom the women 
could do the dance. 

- fetching hats as well, Throughout the show the crowd 
giving the designs a hooted and hollered, clearly delighting 
pulled-together look. in the spectacle, as Jaime Berger kept 

Belo111: bouncer James Damon and Sarah up a constant patter 
from the MC's chair Swanson, lookin' stylish themselves 

~and]3 
se\.. v-~ ~ 

115AvenueA 
T utuers fa Us, MA 

Opeu Tue.Sat 10-6 Suu.10-5 

The incandescent Cathe Janke atop a triple loading 
washer. But will the 
fashion show be back of managing the anticipation for two or 
again next year? Chris more hours until the fashion show 
Janke doesn't have a begins. That means finding the right 
definitive answer. The entertainment to keep people happy, 
most he'll say 
1s that he 
assumes he'll do 

'the perfect pitch' building the 
evening to 

the perfect 
it annually. He says this 
year's show went more 
smoothly than last, but 
there's still the matter 

pitch of excitement. And what could be 
more exciting than Montague's 
own fashion show, at Suzee's? 

II 
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Antiques 

UnigueGif-ts 
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Merriment and laughter rule as Welcome Yule, the community winter sol.rtice celebration, returns to the Shea 
Theater for its 23rd season. Shows Fridf!Y December 7th, Saturdl!J December 8th, and Sundl!J December 9th. 

BY BRIDGET SWEET 
TURNERS FALLS - Welcome 
Yule retwns to the Shea Theater 
in Tumers Falls this weekend for 
the 23rd annual community 
winter solstice celebration, with 
shows Friday, December 7th and 
Saturday, December 8th at 7:30 
p m., and Sunday, December 9th 
at2 pm. 

Get ready for me1riment and 
laughter, and toe tapping chorales 
to chase the winter dark away. 
The play is set in an English 

village, when Irish visitors come 
calling. The main stars are Brigid 
and Mad Sweeny, played by Kate 
Richardson and Ijod Schroeder. 

Richardson retums for her 
second year in the Welcome Yule 
company, to take the role of 
"Brigid," the Celtic goddess of 
healing, poetty and smithcraft. 
Richardson said she was 
"honored they chose me to be 
Brigid. It's a pleasure, spending 
time, singing with them. I feel 
there 1s a magic m it." 

It Takes Five Villages 
By Norma Johnson 
Across 

1. Highest card in the deck 
4. Strap 
8. Irk 
12. Oil cartel 
14. Lotion ingredient 
15. Wild West event 
16. Ricki or Veronica 
17. Hammer or sickle, e.g. 
18. Signal 
19. Highest degree 

21. Good-humored 
22. David and Venus de Milo, 

e.g. 
26. Really jumbo jet 
27. Less wild 
28. Prompt 
33. Motorist's maneuver 
34. Atlanta Hawks' former 

stadium 
35. WWI group 
38. My, in France 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: Dec. 7th - Dec. 13th 

Friday, December 7 
8:00 am Power Canal Draw Down 
8 30 am Flotilla 
900 am Montague Select Board (1213/07) 
10:30 am Cartos W. Anderson: Passion & 
Compassion 
11:30 am Coffee House Series: Jeff Martel 
1:00 p Physician Focus Becoming a Smarter 
Patient 
6:00 pm TFHS Presents: National Honor 
Society Induction 2007 
700 pm GMRSD Meeting (11/27/07) 
10:00 pm Over The Falls: PVMA and The Big 
Read 
10:30 pm Physician Focus Weight Loss 
Surgery the Answer to Obesity? 
11:00 pm Seabrook 1977 

Saturday, December 8 
8:00 am TFHS Presents: National Honor 
Society Induction 2007 
900 am GMRSD Meeting (11/27/07) 
12:00 pm Over The Falss: PVMA and The Big 
Read 
12:30 pm Physician Focus Weight Loss 
Surgery the Answer to Obesity 
100 pm Seabrook 1977 
6 30 pm Carlos W Anderson: Shalom 

9:00 am Montague Update: Paul Mariani 
10:00 am Carlos W. Anderson: So What 
11 :00 am Discovery Center: Birds of Prey 
12:30 pm Physician Focus Men's Health 
6 30 pm Independent Voices 37 
700 pm Montague Select Board: (live) 
9 00 pm TFHS Presents: National Honor 
Society Induction 2007 
10:00 pm Ove the Falls: PVMA and the Big 
Read 
10:30 pm Common People Concerts: Eric 
Goodchild 

Tuesday, December 11 
8 00 am Independent Voices 37 
8 30 am TFHS Presents: National Honor 
Society Induction 2007 
9 30 am Over the Falls PVMA and the Big 
Read 
10:00 am Common People Concerts: Eric 
Goodchild 
6 00 pm Songs for Wee People 
700 pm GMRSD (live) 
10:00 pm Montague Grange Variety Show 
11 :30 pm Thomas Jefferson Speaks 

Wednesday, December 12 
8 00 am Songs for Wee People 

Richardson can be seen on stage 
smiling or singing throughout the 
play; she portrays Saint Brigid in 
a quiet, demure way. 

Ijod Schroeder is "Mad 
Sweeny" also known as "the 
Lord of Misrule." He can be se.en 
with a tv.•inkle in his eye hopping, 
dancing or playing the accordion 
throughout the show. Schroeder 
commented, "I like creating 
mischief." This is his third 
consecutive year appearing in 
Welcome Yule, and fifteenth year 

39. Clock setting, in MA 
42. Pres. Coolidge, infonnally 
43. Cordial, ___ Matia 
44. Before, before cursor 
45. Hotel offering 
47. Sticker on a jar 
49. What not to be at the wheel 
51. On-line shopping 
52. Opposite of"t'aint" 
54. D1y river beds 
56. Romeo's fainily name 
60. Gobs' grp. 
61. Smears 
62. Dither 
64. Burg 
68. Fabulist 
69. Ye_ Shoppe 
70. Jacob's twin 
71. Fr. holy women 
72. Postpaid encl. 
73. Lap doggie 

Down 
1. Intemet svc. provider, for one 
2. Tax pro 
3. Response to a mouse 
4. Clean up 
5. "Xanadu" grp. 
6. Circle 
7. Show and 
8. Creainy chocolate concoction 
9. Brainstonns 
IO. False move 
11. Baptismal basin 
13. Kareem's position 
15. TV manufacturer 
20. Contra dancers, at times 
22. Baffle 
23. Idaho spud 
24. Entertain 

with the production in total, so 
that's a lot of mischief over the 
years. 

Northfield's Jed Proujansky is 
back for his second year as stage 
director. His job is to bring a 
modicum of order to the 
proceedings; at rehearsal he 
keeps the whole picture in mind 
and gets the actors to their places, 
and prompts them on their parts 
with plenty of humor. 

Jinny Mason and Alan 
McArdle produce this year's play, 
with a cast of 49. They've "been 
involved in Welcome Yule since it 
was held in Amherst, about 19 or 
20 years ago. Our three children 
stan-ed in it until they were sixteen 
years old," Mason said. Mason 
plays an Englishwoman, and a 
green dragon, while McArdle 
plays Dark Winter. 

Liz Smith is Welcome Yule's 
artistic director of three years 
running. This year, she plays an 
Englishwoman, as well. Her 
eight-year-old son, Granger, is 
also in the play, one of many 
children from the collllllunity to 
take part. 

Louise Doud, in her twelfth 
year with the production, is 
director of the children's chorus. 
With fourteen children between 
the ages of six and eleven to 

25." what?" 
29. " __ way!" 
30. HBO alternative 
31. One million 
32. Grain grinders 
35. In check 
36. Refrain for Old MacDonald 
37. Takes a nose-dive 
40. Fa, __) la 
41. Little piggy? 
46. Not you 
48.Now 
49. Houston players 

November 29, 2007 

instruct, she has her creative 
hands full. "They have a fun time 
singing and being with their 
friends," Doud said. She plays an 
Irishwoman on stage. 

Julie Jonassen plays an 
Englishwoman and doubles as 
choral director. She has her pitch 
pipe ready for the singers off
stage when needed. 

Doud with Jonassen's help 
researched the music and 
developed an-angements with the 
cast in mind. Melodious songs 
such as: Christ Child Lullaby, 
John Ball and Lord of the 
Dancing Day will be heard this 
weekend. 

Bart Bales of Gill plays both a 
witch and a man! He can be seen 
in a green dress with blond wig, 
when not in his suspenders. His 
voice ranges from squeaky to 
deep. Bales authored the 
Mummer's play, and the puns will 
surely keep the audience on their 
toes. 

From Mon-is dancing to the 
killing of the wren to rubbing the 
yule log with a sprig of holly, 
Welcome Yule is full of ancient 
magic to drive away the darkness 
and welcome the retuming of the 
light. Don't miss it. More 
infonnation can be found at 
www.welcomeyule.org. 

50. Ma's mate 
52. Condominium sign 
53. Restroom sign 
55. Indian capital 
56. Wall St. degrees 
57. Venomous viper 
58. Alien transports 
59. Singer Fitzgerald 
63. Come-ons 
65. 1 Down, abbr. 
66. Chinese path 
67. "Delish!" 

Nonna Johnson is a crossword puzzle crafter who lives in 56 across. 
7:00 pm Montague Update: Ted Graveline 
7:30 pm Common People Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
8:30 pm Windchanger: Sea Horse 
9 30 pm Independent Voices 36 
10:00 pm Preachin the Blues 

9 00 am Montague Grange Variety Show 
10:30 am Thomas Jefferson Speaks 
6:00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: Volume 5 
6 30 pm On The Ridge: Getting Ready for Bow 
7:00 pm Power Canal Draw Down 

Montague Parks & Recreation Winter Programs 
Sunday, December 9 
8:00 am Carlos W. Anderson: Shalom 
8:30 am Montague Update: Ted Graveline 
9:00 am Common People Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
10:00 am Windchanger: Sea Horse 
1100 am Independent Voices 36 
11:30 am Preachin the Blues 
6 00 pm Chronicles of Czestochowa: St Jude 
Mass 
700 pm Montague Update: Paul Mariani 
8 00 pm Carlos W Anderson: So 'M'lat 
9 00 pm Discovery Center Birds of Prey 
10:30 pm Physician Focus: Men's Health 

Monday, December 10 
8:00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: St Jude 
Mass 

730 pm Independent Voices 34 
8 00 pmCoffee House Series: Taft Mountain 
Toppers 
10:00 pm Windchanger: Sea Horse 
11 :00 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders 

Thursday, December 13 
8:00 am Chronicles of Czestochowa: Volune 5 
8 30 am On the Ridge: Getting Ready for Bow 
9:00 am Power Canal Draw Down 
9 30 am Independent Voices 34 
10:00 am Coffee House Series: Taft Mountain 
Toppers 
11 :00 am Windchager: Sea Horse 
12:00 pm Naturalist Laurie Sanders 
6 00 pm Positive Profiles in Courage 
700 pm Montague Select Board: (12110/07) 
8 30 pm Cartos W Anderson: So What 
930 pm Montague Community Band 
11 :00 pm Physician Focus GI Health 

Youth Basketball 
Registration - We're taking 
registrations for our K-2 Bball 
program, held Wednesday 
evenings 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
in Januaiy and Febmary. 

Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Contest- Youth ages 10 
- 14, Saturday, Januaiy 12th. 

American Red Cross 
Babysitting Course - Youth 
ages 11 - 15. Monday, Januaiy 
21th & Monday, Janmuy 28th 

Intro To Tae Kwon Do for 
Youth - Youth ages 7 & Up. 
Janmuy 5 - Febmary 9. 

Moderate YOGA Adults 18 
and over; January 22 - Ap1u 1 
(No class Febmaiy 19th). 

Family Fun Nights - Friday 
evenings; Janua1y 25th, 
Febmaiy 29th, & March 28th; 
6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.; Ping-pong, 
board games, music, and rafiles! 

Bt>rkshirt> East Day -
Saturday, Febmaiy 9th; 12:15 

pm. - 5:30 pm. Enjoy Skiing, 
Snowboarding, on their NEW 
Tubing Hill! 

Opt>n Swim - January 11, 
Febmary 8, & March 7 
(Fridays); Tumers Falls High 
School Pool. 

The Montague Parks & 
Recreation Depa1tment at 56 
First St./Unity Park Fieldhouse. 
Office hours: Mondays 
Fridays; 8:30 a.m. 4:30 pm. 
wwwmontague.net; 863-3216 
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VlllAGE SKETCHBOOK 

What's In A Name? Or, Pardon My French! 
BY DAVID BRULE 
MONTAIGU -There's a mosa
ic of family names from all 
over the world represented in 
our villages. You can trace our 
evolving demographics over 
the past 200 years by scanning 
town histories, town repo1ts, 
and street lists. As for me, I've 
always been fascinated by the 
French Canadian family names, 
partly because I've carried 
around a Quebec name all my 
life, but also because we 
Canucks have such descriptive 
surnames! Granted that our 
Anglo-Saxon, German, Polish , 
Irish, Italian, or Hispanic neigh
bors have family names they're 
proud of, but they can't hold a 
candle to the boisterous French 
Canadians for the sheer origi
nality, vigor, even poetry of our 
family names. 

Immigrants came down to 
our town from Quebec over a 
period of hundreds of years. 
They came to work on the 
building of the power canals, 
dams and factories. Then they 
came to work in those factories. 
Some came down the 
Connecticut with the log drives, 
many came to town looking for 
work during the Depression. 
Strangely enough, it's been 
noted that they didn't really 
leave behind any lasting ves
tiges wherever they went and 
settled, rather seeking, like a lot 
of immigrants, to blend into the 
American stereotype. 

And now, with the fading of 
St. Anne's Church, and earlier, 
the French School, there'll not 
be much left in our landscape to 
remind us of the role the 
Quebecois played here, 
although the Rendez-Vous, 
Couhrre Brothers, San Soucie 
Locksmith and Aubuchon 's still 
evoke a French past. Yet, the 
names of those French-speak
ing families do remain. 

Historians tell us that family 
names came into usage well 
before the first explorers 

reached Canada in the 1550s 
and 1600s. In fact, by the year 
1000, family names had 
become more and more com
mon. As the population grew in 
France and the rest of Europe, it 
was no longer easy to identify 
people as the "son of so-and so" 
as the Scandinavans do 
(Carlson= son of Carl) or even 
as some Irish names have it, 
like Fitzgerald (son of Gerald, 
which is really French = fils de 
Gerald!). And so on. 

French family names 
became very descriptive, 
and their origins came 
from basically four 
sources: 

1. Names based on 
trades and occupa
tions (e.g. Chartier= 
wagon maker or driv
er; Cloutier = maker 
of nails). 

2. Names derived 
from locations, villages, 
or where the family lived 
( e.g. Dubreuil= one who lives 
near a clearing in the forest; 
Bellemare = one who lives near 
a beautiful pond). 

3. Names based on physical 
or moral characteristics ( e.g. 
Lemieux = the best; Tetreault = 
a headstrong person). 

4. Names based on nick
names or memorable exploits 
(e.g. Boivin= drinker of wine). 

My own family name could 
also serve as an example: Brule 
is based on the French word for 
"bumt" (as in creme brulee!) 
The name possibly derived 
from ancestors dwelling near a 
burned-off place at a time when 
slash-and-burn agriculhrre was 
common practice, or perhaps an 
ancestor was literally burned, in 
an accident, or at the stake? 

Below, I've gathered just a 
few Montaigu (Montague) 
names to se1ve as examples to 
illustrate the point. Please note: 
no offense is intended to the 
families mentioned here, some 
of the French meanings as I 

said above can be ve1y "origi
nal". 

But first, a note on French 
pronunciation. I'm sure that 
some of our elder citizens of 
French descent still use correct 
pronunciation, as do some of us 
who have studied French, but 
for the rest of you, there are a 
few basic mies in dealing with 
the problematic "French 

accent". One main rule 
involves intonation. That is 
where the emphasis falls in a 
word with several syllables. I'll 
use for example a familiar 
French family name from our 
town: Letourneau. Anglo pro
nunciation has this name as 
LeTOURneau. Whereas a 
French speaker would say: 
LetourNEAU. French always 
emphasizes the last syllable; 
English speakers tend to 
emphasize the next to the last 
syllable (which leads to the 
infamous American accent in 
French, and vice-versa). By the 
way, with ftuther apologies to 
Dean, there should also be an 1 
apostrophe (l' ... ) at the begin
ning; also the "etoumeau" is a 
familiar bird, the starling, but it 
also means "a silly fellow." 

The second basic rule of pro
nunciation is that the last con
sonant in a word (if it's the last 

letter) is never pronounced, and 
the letter "n" is rather special: 
it's a nasal. You can't pro
nounce it, but rather you have 
to send it up your nose, without 
ever really saying "n". For 
example the name Beaubien or 
Paulin would be pronounced 
with the emphasis on the last 
syllable, and you couldn't pro
nounce the "n" either; it would 
have to come out your nose! 
T1y getting someone who has 
some French say the expres-

sion "un bon vin blanc" (a 
good white wine) to get 

the feel for the four 
nasals. (Then have a 
glass for yourself, too!) 
The wine helps you to 
speak the best French, 
and it also would be 
helpful to have a good 
head cold, or at least a 

sinus problem, to get 
those nasal sounds out! 

So here's a list of local 
French names: 

Beauchesne = mighty oak 
Beaulieu = beautiful, good 

place 
Bergeron shepherd, 

guardian 
Bordeaux, Bourdeau = varia

tion on the city of Bordeaux, 
river's edge 

Boulanger = baker 
Boucher = butcher 
Chapdelaine = woolen cap, 

hood 
Chevalier 

knight 
horseman, 

Croteau = one who dwells 
near a small grotto or cave 

Comnoyer = one who lives 
near a hazelnut or walnut tree 

Couhlre = one who makes 
clothes, sews 

Delisle = someone from the 
island 

Desautels = from a place 
called Les Autels (the altars) 

Desrosiers = of the roses 
Duchanne = one who lives 

near a beech grove, a chamling 
person 

Duguay = one who lives 
near a ford of a river 

Fugere vanation on 
fougere, a fem, or from the city 
ofFougeres 

Gagne = fa1m laborer, based 
on the old French gaainier 

Gagnon = nickname desig
nating a ferocious person 

LaPierre = a rock, stone 
La Pointe = one who carves 

stone or wood 
Leveille = he who is clever, 

ale1t 
Martineau = diminutive of 

Martin 
Nadeau = variant of Nadal, 

meaning Noel in Occitan from 
Provence 

Paradis = one who lives on 
excellent land, as opposed to 
one from the same village liv
ing on poor land (l 'Enfer) 

Pelletier = one who sells ftrrs 
Poirier = one who owns pear 

trees 
Pmnier = one who owns 

plum trees 
Routhier = a highwayman, 

mercenary soldier 
San Soucie = carefree, from 

sans souci( without care) 
Saulnier = one who harvests 

or sells salt 
St. Germain = celebrated 

French saint, and one who lives 
near a holy site of the saint 

Tessier = weaver 

Understandably, there are 
many more French smnames 
that were not included in the 
sampling. If you are so inclined 
and would like to record infor
mation with the Montague 
Reporter on the origins of your 
own family name, please con
tact the office at 863-8666 or 
reporter@montaguema.net at 
your earliest convenience. We 
also urge all others of the vari
ety of heritages represented in 
our region's population to con
tribute to this project. Your help 
would be invaluable in record
ing some of the richness of our 
culhlfes here in the villages. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

www.mcca1thyf11i1rra/l1uml!,.C<>m 

Since I895 

011 the Co111mo11 
Gree11field, Mtlssaclwsetts 

Dimers Fal/s, Miissachusells 

{413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Director 

~~or Painting&Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS,GRJ 

Senion-; 
Real Estate 

Support 
Gen Johnson & ~ssonatEs 

REcALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax ( 413) 863-9739 

INTERSTATE AUTO 
Bill Cowan Jr., Shop Manager 

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
• All Makes & Models 

• Neighborhood Shop 
• Neighborhood Prices 

863-0003 
147 Second Street • Turners Falls 

,---------, 
1 Got Gas?: I Aubuchon has all the propane you need, all year round. 

I $l000IIO//-upwiththiscoupon I 
I Ttlrl1m llf/8 Sim IA/I I 

t.'>r. t2llntt111I 413-863-2100 
1~-~ I 

- MIIICIC#IONHAROWARE (eq,i, .. J.lnu•ry31,ZQ08) ·~~__,, . ._ __ _. ............. 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 

Airport Commission to Expand 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
Montague selectboard voted 
unanimously to expand the mnn
ber of seats on the airpo1t com-

Upinngil 
.food you needfrom 1/te land you Jnvc 

Farm Fresh Milk 
bottled daily at our dairy 

In Glass 
etumable 

Bottles 
Your children will 

taste the difference! 

Farm Stand and Store 
7 days a week 8 a.m, - dus~ 

-Hl Main Road, Gill 
4U-863-2297 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(]foergy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

( 413) 773-3622 

mission from five to seven, on a 
motion by Allan Ross. Ross has 
been serving as the selectboard 
liaison to the airpo1t commission 
since a group of airport pilots 
and hangar owners petitioned the 
selectboard in Febniary of this 
year to fire Mike Sweeney, the 
airport manager, over mnnerous 
complaints they presented about 
arbitraiy enforcement of rules 
and what they considered to be 
exorbitant lease fees at the 
Tmners Falls airpo1t, in compai·
ison to neai·by mtmicipal air
po1ts. 

On Monday, December 3rd, 
Ross asked commission chair 
Peter Golrick if there had been 
any changes to the rates for com
mercial users at the airport. 
Golrick said, "There have been 
no votes on that." He asked if the 
airport manager had made any 
change to his policy of issuing 
security badges to airpo1t users, 
and Golrick replied, "There has 
been no change in badge policy." 
He asked if a letter had been sent 
to the airpo1t users group, the 
Committee to Save the Airport 
regarding their questions about 

use of access roads, and Goh'ick 
said there had been no response 
sent. Ross asked if there were 
any new tenants at the airpo1t, or 
any activity to indicate interest in 
new leases there, and Goh'ick 
shook his head, "No." At which 
point Ross made a motion to 
expand the boai·d, saying new 
viewpoints might be helpful, ''to 
increase the dialogue and move 
fo1wai·d on issues like compai·a
tive commercial rates, how liter
ally we interpret security issues, 
etc." 

Board chair Pat Allen said she 
would like a written policy 
establishing the criteria for 
appointing members of the com
mission before any new mem
bers ai·e added. 

Golrick pointed out that past 
policy has been for members of 
the commission who live out of 
town to refrain from voting on 
budgeta1y matters, and noted 
that commissioner Brian Ca1rnll 
will be moving out of town 
sho1tly. He also said two mem
bers of the commission, Mike 
Sokolsky and Gary Collins, as 
members of the Franklin County 

Flying Club, ai·e tenants, and 
have been advised by the state 
ethics commission to also recuse 
themselves on ce1tain fiscal mat
ters. 

Therefore, town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio said the 
five-member commission as cur
rently constituted would soon 
become a non-functional board 
when it came to voting on money 
matters, since a majority would 
have to recuse themselves. 

Ross suggested it might be a 
good idea to add someone with 
real estate experience to the 
boai·d, since the airport controls 
an ai·ea of potential developable 
land neai· the town's neai·ly full 
industrial paik 

Gofrick also noted that no 
word had yet arrived from 
Washington DC of any resolu
tion in a sepai·ate dispute about 
the airport's planned mnway 
expansion, which has been held 
up by claims by two Native 
American tribes that a sacred site 
near the runway will be 
destroyed if the nmway is 
expanded as planned. 'The FAA 
is continuing to work with 

Native Americans," on that 
issue, Golrick said. 

In other news, Abbondanzio 
said two members from the town 
of Gill, one from the selectboard 
and one from the finance com
mittee, had been invited to join 
the oversight committee for the 
five-year town and school budg
et planning process with the Gill
Montague schools. He also said 
the town hopes to hire a project 
manager for the recently 
approved police station building 
project, by the end of the month. 

The board appointed Mark 
Allen, of the Turners Falls Fire 
District's pmdential committee, 
to serve on the police station 
building committee. 

WANTED 
Reliable person with reliable car to 
pick up the Montague Reporter reli
ably every Thursday in Brattleboro. 

Show how much you rely on the 
Montague Reporterl. 

Mileage reimbursed, of course. 

VOlUNTEERI 
Call 413-863-8666 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 

lllllll"-'!111\ • The Gas Experts 

!111gm1\ ~M<. 
Be.omg& Coolmc ~ 413-86 3-2 2 9 5 c .• , ... 1..\ir -Any,--t.= 

123 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

WWW .RENDElVOUSTfMl.COM 

,."£ RENOE'LVOUS \Do.cK 1.~~eR 
BlR WITH fOOO si-rur ,I, J.. 
18 3RD STREET He~e, 
TURNERS fl\.LS n • 
l413) 8&3·2866 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Thomas G. Simons • Gerry G. Simons 

Estates• Wills• Real Estate 
Personal Injury --------

77 Fourth Street • Turners Falls, MA 

K-8TH GRADES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
CURRICULUM 

T\vo TEACHERS 
PER CLASSROOM 

PROJECT BASED 

RIGOROUS 
ACADEMICS 

(413) 863-9506 

Greenfield Center School 
Knowing ChildrenTM 

since 1981 

Now Accepting 
Applications 

Greenfield, MA • 413-773-1700 • www.cente1·school net 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
THE SALON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAD 774-4003 
Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

1K 
PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

SINCE 1888 

.H.<Ris 
159 Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 
01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

,. 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
!;liilil Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- • Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. + 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPEC'nOffSTAffON:N0.1ios1 
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THE HEAlTHY GEUER 

Varicose Veins and How to Get Rid of Them 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. My mother 
had varicose veins in her legs 
and now I'm getting them. She 
put up with them. I don r want to. 
So how do I get rid of them? 

Varicose veins are twisted 
and enlarged veins that bulge in 
legs, but they can appear in 
other places. Varicose veins are 
more common in legs, because 
veins from the groin to the 
ankles endure the most pressure 
of any veins in the body. 

Varicose veins affect half of 

TOUR trom pg 1 

people over the age 50. Women 
get varicose veins more often 
than men. 

Spider veins, which are 
named for the spider webs they 
resemble, are like varicose 
veins, but they're smaller. 
Hemon-hoids are anal varicose 
veins. 

Aging is a major cause of 
varicose veins. As we get older, 
our veins stretch and the valves 
in them weaken. These valves 
keep the blood flowing toward 
the heart. If the valves malftmc
tion, blood backs up in the veins 
and engorges them. 

Varicose veins are blue 
because the blood in them needs 
oxygen, which it gets when it 
returns to the heart and is 
pumped through the lungs. 

These bulging veins can be 
painful, but, for many, they are 

over the course of the last few 
years, brought in tons of b11ghtly 
colored paper, in bales, on skids, 
or, standing up11ght, in the fo1m 
of the ends of unused rolls. Now, 
with Jones' five year tenure at the 
mill all but extinguished, the 
bales of paper remain, stacked on 
top of each other, to the height of 

just ugly nuisances. There are 
many options available to treat 
them. The first step in dealing 
with varicose veins is to get 
them examined by your doctor 
and get personal advice about 
how to deal with your condition. 

Before hying a variety of 
procedures, you can wear com
pression stockings that squeeze 
the legs and help the veins move 
blood. They are available at 
most phaimacies. If these don't 
work, your doctor may recom
mend one of the following: 

• Lasers can make vai-icose 
and spider veins vanish. 

• Injections can close the 
veins and make them fade away. 
This is called "sclerotherapy." 

• Heat is used to destroy vari
cose veins. A catheter is inserted 
in a large va11cose vein. The tip 
of the catheter is heated and then 

less still have market value, 
regai·dless of the state of emer
gency. If all five trailers depa1t 
folly loaded, Jones estimates fif
teen more will have to come -
someday - to empty out the rest 
of the paper he has warehoused at 
the Strathmore. Jensen, eye
balling room after room of 

~---IILL ...... LCU--

withdrawn. 
• Catheters can also be used 

with radiofrequency or lasers to 
close veins. 

• The veins can be removed 
with incisions. This is called 
"vein stI-ipping." 

• Small vai·icose veins can be 
taken out with little punctures of 
the skin. Surgical hooks remove 
the veins. This is called "ambu
lato1y phlebectomy." 

• In advanced cases of vai-i
cose veins, "endoscopic vein 
surgery" may be used. In this 
procedure, the surgeon inse1ts a 
tiny video camera to help in the 
removal of the veins with inci
sions. 

Va11cose veins can't be pre
vented, but there are steps you 
can take to reduce the chances of 
getting them. Here are some 
pointers: 

the St1·athmore mill, which they 
claim is legally in dispute, Jensen 
has countered by claiming the 
Strathmore has a "permanently 
deeded easement to the loading 
dock, and 12 parking spaces" in 
that vicinity." After consulting 
town counsel, town officials 
descended on the area in force 

• Walking improves the circu
lation in your legs. 

• Losing weight reduces pres
sure on veins. 

• Low-heel shoes and flats 
exercise your calves. 

• Tight clothes resti·ict circu
lation. 

• Lying with your legs up 
improves circulation. 

• Sitting, especially with 
crossed legs, or standing for a 
long time cuts down on circula
tion. 

• Eating foods low in salt and 
high in fiber is beneficial. Salt 
leads to water retention and 
swelling. Not consuming 
enough fiber leads to constipa
tion, which can contribute to 
varicose veins. 

Jf you have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com. 

whale, soaking the floors and 
stacked up bales of paper below. 

Town adminisu·ator Frank 
Abbondanzio said the town 
would be prepaimg a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) on the 244,482-
square-foot property by the first 
of the year. 

fire. Get up to the attic of 
Building #1 and look out through 
the burnt out roofing timbers to 
the derelict Building #11, stand
ing alone now by the canal, with 
broken windows and partially 
destroyed roof, and a frozen 
mound of mbble between, where 
Building # 10 once stood, and you 
begin to get a sense of the scale 
of destmction left behind by the 
ai·sonist who stmck the 136-yeai·
old mill in the early morning 
hours of May 26th, 2007. Walk 
the length of the attic and open a 
door to the east end, and you can 
still see the remains of the last 
fire that burned that pait of the 
mill, perhaps the fire of 1878, 
less than five yeai·s after the orig
inal constmction was complete. 
Yet the imposing old paper mill 
came back from those flames to 
employ thousands. 

fifteen feet, 
and extend
ing the entire 
length of the 
fourth floor 
of Building 
#1. Then, on 
the first 
floor, they 
take up 
more space, 
vastly more, 
jamming the 
entire length 
of the ma.in 
floor of the 

On Saturday, November 24th, when a sprinkler pipe in Building #1 froze 

Friday morning, 
and removed the 
ban-icade, over 
the protest of 
Jeanne Goh·ick, 
one of the p1mci
pals at MEG. 
She said she 
would consult 
her lawyer 
before deciding 
whether to put 
the bai11cade up 
again, and took a 
number of pho
tographs of the 

Meanwhile, Jensen said the 
town's p11011ty will be getting the 
sprinkler and alarm system fonc
tional, and installing a new roof 
on the fire-damaged buildings, at 
an estimated cost of $300,000. 
Underneath Building #1, the sin
gle remaining sewer line for 
neighboring Southworth Paper 
Company mns. Southworth is a 
major employer in town, so 
secmmg that building from the 
elements is of added concem. 
Putting up hard plastic where 
windows have fallen out is 
another p11011ty. The town has 
also hired a security guard to 
pati·ol the grotmds and buildings, 
day and night. 

and burst an elbow, it sent a geyser of water up through the burnt out roof, 
where it continued to spout in the early morning light like a beached whale. 

The much of the mill is in bet
ter shape, in Building #5, win
dows are out in many rooms. 
Some have just lost window 
glass, in others the frames are 
gone entirely. The town of 
Montague came into ownership 
of the mill complex through a 
land court proceeding last month 
in Boston, over a matter of near
ly $200,000 in unpaid taxes and 
fines. 

Walking down the scan-ed, 
empty stairs to the lower levels, 
you come suddenly upon the 
heaped remnants of the fo1mer 
owner's paper recycling busi
ness. Jeny Jones, who still 
haunts the mill, with the town's 
pe1mission, dmmg the day (he 
has to be gone by 4 p m.) has, 

whole complex, from the west 
down to the east, sometimes in 
spaces peffnitted by the building 
and fire depaitments, sometimes 
not. 

Jones, who is allowed in his 
fo1mer domain ostensibly to 
shtmk wrap and prepare for ship
ment as much of the warehoused 
paper as possible, wanders the 
purlieus, directing non-existent 
traffic. Five tractor trailer tmcks 
are expected sometime this week, 
to begin the process of removing 
the tons of paper, according to 
building inspector David Jensen, 
but the first two were due on 
Wednesday, and by nightfall they 
had not ai11ved. When they do 
come, the paper will begin a t11p 
to Pakistan, where stacks of 
paper Ame11cans consider w01th-

100% LOAN - No DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED 
Call to see if you qualify for this unique loan program. 

Now is the time to buy. Call Tim for a pre-approval! 

stacked bales, rolls, and odd lots, 
estimates ten or twenty tmck
loads beyond that. 

If those tmcks airive, they will 
at least be able to an-ive at the 
mill's main loading dock, to load 
the paper on. On Friday, 
November 30th, two police 
cmisers, one caizying the chief of 
police, along with a Turners Falls 
fire tmck and a Montague DPW 
tmck drove down the nan-ow 
access road to a disputed sti·etch 
of asphalt where the abutter, 
Montague Energy Group, had 
put up stanchions and a cable 
ba1ricade, blockading the loading 
docks. Although Montague 
Energy Group spokespeople told 
Montague town meeting on 
October 11th that they intended 
to assert their rights to that end of 

police and highway workers 
removing the blockade. 

Jensen said pipefitters have 
been at work for the last two 
weeks in the Strathmore reti·o
fitting the miles of sp1mklers, 
after draining the water from the 
lines, to enable them to operate 
on a dry system. When activated, 
pressurized water would be 
forced tht·ough the lines to extin
guish a blaze, but otherwise the 
pipes will remain empty. This 
will prevent a repeat, hopefolly 
of an incident that happened 
Saturday, November 24th, when 
a sp1mkler pipe in Building #1 
froze, and burst an elbow, and 
sent a geyser of water up tht·ough 
the holes in the roof, where it 
continued to spout in the eai-Iy 
morning light like a beached 

Town plaimer Dan LaRoche 
said he has submitted a $100,000 
grant request for enginee1mg and 
design assistance at the 
Strathmore to the Massachusetts 
Peffnitting Regulato1y Boai·d, a 
branch of the Executive Office of 
Housing and Economic 
Development. He said he expects 
to hear whether the town is 
approved for the grant by mid
December, and if so to apply a 
good portion of the funds toward 
solving the problem of the con
demned pedestI-ian footbridge 
from Canal Street, the only real 
access point for lai-ge numbers of 
people to reach the St1·athmore, 
should they ever wish 
to do so again. II 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

~ Storm Damage Prevention & 
Restoration 

Matthew Edwards 

~ Owner 

413.113.8984 S6 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 ~ Cabling & Bracing 
~Shade Tree Maintenance 
~Tree Removal 

~ Climber 

~ Insured 

NATIONAL CITY TIM PREVOST 
MORTGAGE ~HJ,~~ LOAN OFFICER ~ LENDER 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
B.ROKF,R 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 
Wendell • 978-544- 7 452 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part LVII 
GOVERNMENT 
BUSINESS 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - One day our luck 
changed for the better after that 
humiliating day at the dump. A 
big van truck turned onto the 
diit road leading to our farm, 
trailing a cloud of dust. 

"Pa! Pa! Someone's 
coming," I yelled. 

Skippy, our dog, came to 
life. He hadn't had anything to 
bark at for a while, and was 
making the most of the 
oppo1tunity. Pa came out of the 
house just as the truck swerved 
into our driveway. He raised his 

hand to shield his eyes from the 
dust as the tiuck skidded to a 
halt. He squinted to make out 
the man behind the wheel. 

"Charlie? That you?" he 
asked. 

The t11.1ck door opened and 
the squat driver lowered his 
considerable bulk to the 
ground, holding onto the door 
for support. He turned, and 
stuck out his hand. 

"Hello, Joe, you old son-of
a-gun." 

"What you doing driving 
that nice, new t11.1ck?" 

"Because I own it, that's 
why," Charlie said, with a 
chuckle. "Me and the bank. I 
ti·aded in that old junk of a 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

FOR SALE - High-quality 
legal size 5-drawer file 
cabinets. Finest domestic 
manufacture; unbeatable 
price: $100. Just Things. 
Open Mon-Sat. Call First: 
(413) 498-5043. 

CARTOONISTS Wanted for 
discussion group. Amateur 
or pro. Call 659-5339 or 
e m a i I 
klwilkinson@comcast.net. 

MANAGING EDITOR - The 
Commons, an independent 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too newspaper serving south
Small - General Carpentry 
and home repairs. Custom 
shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 413-863-9296. 

eastern Vermont, seeking 
experienced, full-time 
editor. Please send cover 
letter and resume by 
December 6th, 2007, to 

TUTOR AVAILABLE - Vermont Independent 
Emphasis on reading, Media, POB 1212, 
writing and verbal skills. Brattleboro, VT 05302, ore
Steady clients only. Must be mail to 
motivated. (413) 863-5149. info@commonsnews.org. 

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 24 THIRD STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 

.15 for each additional word 

Check enclosed for __ for __ weeks. 
Name Phone ______ _ 

Model A when I got this 
guvmint conti·act to deliver 
surplus food. This here trnck's 
got one of them new V-8 's. 
Powerful. Goes like Hell. Only 
thing is, the payments. But that 
don't worry me none. I make 
more money now than I ever 
did before the Depression hit. 
And I still get to do some of my 
regular trucking, nights and 
weekends. Yessiree, this 
Depression's the best damn 
thing that ever happened to the 
country, far as I'm concerned." 

Skippy quit barking and 
begin sniffing and making his 
mark on each tire. He stopped 
to sniff the front tfre next to 
Charlie. Skippy raised his leg to 
make a mark. 

"Get outta' here! Don't be 
pissin' on them tfres!" Charlie 
yelled. He kicked at the dog. 
"Them tu-es cost pret' near a 
hundred dollars, just for the 
four rear ones. Imagine that? A 
htmdred dollars. A guy working 
in a shop would have to work 
months for that. Course, for a 
guy making the dough I make, 

lEGAl NOTICE 
TOWN OF GILL 

COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT FY 2008 
- PUBLIC HEARING 
The Gill Selectboard will 

hold a public hearing on 
Friday, December 21, 2007 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Town 
Hall, 325 Main Rd, Gill, 
MA. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to discuss 
and solicit public response to 
elements and activities that 
could be included in the FY 
2008 Community 
Development Block Grant 
application. The Town 
wishes to encourage local 
citizens to attend the meeting 
where any person or 
organization wishing to be 
heard will be afforded the 
opportunity. 

- Leland E. Stevens, 
Chau-, Gill Selectboard 

it ain't hardly nothing a' tall. 
Trouble is, I could cut a tfre, 
right today, and get a blow out 
just like that. I hold my breath 
when I think about delivering 
up on Pisgy Mountain Road. 
Guy living up there, all alone, 
and I gotta' deliver him his little 
dab of stuff," he said, shaking 
his head. 

"Homer ain't even home; 
working at Modem Laundry 
over in Greenfield. But I still 
gotta deliver it. This here's 
guvmint business and guvmint 
business has got to be done eg
zackly as they got it wrote 
down on the paper. 

"They got some plenty smart 
guys working for the guvmint 
to figure all this out, I can tell 
ya. This here list, tells me who 
gets what, when, and how 
much. See there?" pointing 
with his pencil, "Now, Homer, 
he gets one can of corned beef, 
one dozen eggs, and one can of 
grapefrnit juice. You could 
deliver that much with a 
goddam bicycle. But the 
guvmint don't care if you cut a 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

The Gill Board of Sewer 
Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing on January 
7th, 2008 at 5:30 pm. to 
present a redraft of the 
town's sewer regulations. 
The public is invited attend 
and comment on said 
regulations. The redraft is 
available for viewing on the 
town website: 
www.gillmass.org, or by 
contacting the Selectboard's 
office at 863-9347 or 
administrator@gillmass.org. 

JeP.~Place 
lq,e, laid1..1nd 
lllhctllisdcn Jep's 

Place 
The Perfect 

Hollday Gut! 

Available at Ed's Barbershop 
in Turners, Baker's Office 

Supply and World Eye Books 
in Greenfield 

tfre on them ledges sticking up 
like they do on that cow path of 
a road. They just want it done 
just eg-zactly like they got it on 
the paper - period." 

Charlie tumed to my father 
to ask, "How're things going 
with you, Joe?" 

"Not so good Charlie, my 
heart not too good and I got the 
lay-off at the mill. My wife, she 
got a WPA job, sewing. We 
selling a few eggs, but now the 
govemment gives them away; 
and we don't sell so many." 

"Yah, I know. The 
guvmint'll buy them goddam 
white eggs from some big 
chicken ranch out West from 
some guy who knows a 
politician and they don't give a 
hoot if they put the little guy out 
a' business. The state rep' who 
got me this job, told me all 
about politics. There ought to 
be a law against it. 'Course, in 
my case it worked out pretty 
good. Can't complain, really." 

Charlie moved arotmd to the 
back of the van, saying, "Look, 
Joe, I'd like to stay and gab 
some, but I'm a very busy man, 
and this bein' Friday, I gotta' 
get all this sh1ff delivered clean 
out of the t11.1ck. Got a moving 
job for a nice widder woman." 

He looked at the clipboard. 
"Let's see, now. You got six 
grapefruit, two canned meat, 
three cans of grapefrnit juice, 
and three dozen eggs." 

"Eggs?!! Charlie, for 
chrissakes, I got eggs. I got 
eggs up the dupa, I can't sell 
now. Please give me something 
else. Something we can use; 
some that corned beef, or flour, 
maybe. Let somebody else have 
the eggs. I even give you some 
my eggs to give to peoples." 

"Look, Joe. Let's get 
something straight, right now. 
See this here list? This is 
guvmint. What it says, goes. I 
can't go changing things, willy 
nilly. Now, lemme get your 
stuff unloaded, and get the hell 
outta' here. I can't be hanging 
around chewing the fat all day." 

Continued Next Week 

Negus ~ Taylorl Inc. 
Monumenm ~YJJ'C ~--=" Brian R. San Soucie 

~~>- Locksmith - CRL 
Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

People often come to see us 
becouse their parents 
and their gronqxirents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot kind of loyolty, 

~~ i1-~~ 

, We engr1:1ve c~ 

memones 
} that last forever la 

MAIN OFFICE 773-955~ 10 ~II Street Greenfield, MA 
The perfect remembrance' 

ond we work hard lo keep it. 
• Gary and Nancy Melen 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REH, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easx iu-tow1J 1ocatiou 
Secure 24-hour access ~ 
OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

Serving the Area tor-over· 25 years Certif1ecJ • Bonded• l11st11l!ct 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

.... 

28 Montague S1,~1:l 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Bcrcipcrr 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fax 863-8022 

t>KINixWorks: 
Michael Nix 

High Quality Music Lessons 
Guitar: Electric, Steel String.Classical 

Banjo: 5 String, Tenor 
Mandolin, Uke, Songwriting 

Theory, Composition, Arranging 

www.NixWorks.com 
(413) 772-0328 mnix@nixworkS.com 

~ EASTERN OW WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

fntraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

-------~ Snwkin' Hippo 
- • A F,muly Restaurant and Barbecue 

20 French King Hwy., Erving 
Phone: (413) 423-3220 

Now Serving Breakfast! 
Full Regular Menu & Liquor License 

Now Serving Our Award-Winning Clam Chowder! 
Try Our Own Hippo Family of BBC Beer 

- -iIOUi-s: JJreaiifast: 7:30-11:30a.fft Sat/Sun 
Lunch: 11:30-4 Tues-Sun• Dinner - 4-9 Tues-Sat, 4-8 Sun 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Th-~~ -
Blues/Reggae, 9 - 11 .p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 
Moonlight & Morning Star at 
Smokin' Hippo Restaurant, Erving. 
(413) 423-3220, www.thesmokin
hippo.com, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Rescue Lola - rock & roll covers, 
come dance! 9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 7TH & 8TH 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls -
Off The Map, a beautifully made 
and touching tale about the joys 
and sorrows of living a ltfe full and 
free. Directed by Campbell Scott. 
2003, PG 13. 108 min. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 7TH TO 9TH 
W.lcoma Y""la: A Midwinter 
Celebration. Irish & English music, 

Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers, per
formance by Ashfield Community 
Theater, 
Ashfield 
Town Hall, 
Ashfield. Fri. 
& Sat. at 
7:30 p.m. 
Directed & 
produced by 
Elisa A. 
Martin, star
r i n g : 

Reel World documentary film: 
Jesus Camp, Pastor Becky Fischer 

runs a summer camp for 
Evangelical children. 93 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 
Athol Christmas Bird Count, 7 a.m. 
Team leaders pick up their zone 
folders and meet their crews at 
Cinnamon's Restaurant at 491 
Main Street, Athol. Feeder watch
ers may call in their day's sightings, 
anytime before 5 p.m., on 12/15 to 
the Environmental Center's mes
sage machine (978) 248-9591; 
leave the address for where your 
birds were observed and a return 
phone number. Contact Dave Small 
at Dave@dhsmall.net or (978) 413-

1772 to set up teams. 

The 25th annual Winter 
Solstice Celebration at 
The Roundhouse, 
Colrain. Storytelling, 
music, juggling, and 
Mummers play, refresh
ments! Benefit for The 
Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts and 
Oxfam America, donation 
$10/ adults and $26/ fam
ily of four and $3/ each 
additional child. 7 p.m. 
624-5140 info@round
houseculture.com. 

Alexander 
Bianchi, 
George 
F u n k , 
Dolores 
Griel, Jerri 
Higgins, 
Knowles, 
Leventhal, and Jim 
Lobley. Sunday at 2 

P . m . 
Tickets are 
$12 (only 
$6 opening 
night and 
at the mat

Mosry up the hill to Wendell for an eveningfull of high Jinks and 
capers, an extravaganza of baked delights, fine music and dance at 
the Wendell Full Moon 'Follies. The Cast of Charocters includes 
Francis Doughty, Hadama and Shalom Habib~ Middle Eastern 
music & dance with Karen T roub and friends; original theatrical 
moments with Paul Richmond & Suzie Polucci; Richard Chase 

& friends, and more! 7:30 Open Mic; Main Act Around 8 p.m. 

The Echo Lake Coffee 
House, 9 Montague Rd., 
Leverett presents singer/ 
songwriter, <Dennis 
C9aralter, at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission $12/10 sen
iors. More info: (413) 

inee!) Reserve tickets at 
(413) 628-4574 or 
www.acth.org 

minutes (2006) 7 p.m. Held at the 
Arms Library, Shelburne Falls. Info. 
625-9959. 

Taking Control of THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 
Change, Embracing Deja Brew, Wendell: p,,_ ~ang.-
Simplicity. New England Folk Rock, 8 -10 .p.m. 
Gathering of War Tax 
Resisters & Supporters. 
Woolman Hill 

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

Conference Center, 

548-9394 

Deja Brew, Wendell: ~&>N, -

Rock, 9 - 11 .p.m. 

Full Moon Follies at The Wendell 
Full Moon Coffee House. $6 - $12 
(978) 544-5557. www.wendellfull
moon.org. Partial proceeds benefit 
the Wendell Free Library. Doors 
open at 7 p.m., Open Mic at 7:30. 

dance, 
songs and 
stories cel
ebrating 
the return 
of the I ight. 
A show for 
all ages at 
The Shea 
Theater, 
Turners 
Falls, Dec. 
7th & 8th at 
7:30 p.m. 
a n d 
Sunday, 
Dec. 9th at 
2 p.m. 
$10/adults, 
$7/ seniors 
& children, 4 
yrs and 
under free. 

Michael Nix at the Great Falls 
Coffeehouse, Fridqy, December 14th 
at 7 p.m, doors open at 6:30 p.m .. 

Deerfield. Info. (802) 
257-5725 or andbe
free@yahoo.com 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

Robert and Glenda Holmes 
Lounge Duo. Former Til Tuesday 
member Robert and Glenda inter
pret tunes from the 60s to the 80s, 
everything from Bill Withers to Ozzy 
Osborne and back. 5:30 p.m., free. 

UNTIL DECEMBER 16TH 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Turners Falls on dis
play: Michael Yamashita's Great 
Wall of China & The Silk Road. 

Reservations 863-2281, or Jones 
Library, Amherst, Broadside Books, 
Northampton, the World Eye 
Bookshop, Greenfield. 665-3206 or 
www.welcomeyule.org 

9TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: .S+ava C:t'ow, 
P afat' Kim S 'Don McA\Jlay -
Warped Americana, 9 - 11 .p.m. 

MONDA~DECEMBER10TH 
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, /Hiapiay laa 13awi, 
modem and original, 6:30 -9:30 p.m. 

At The Rendezvous, 78 Third 
Street, Turners Falls: Ghost 
Quartet, progressive electric jazz 
trio with guest (ghost) vocalists, 
trumpeter and other soloists, 8 
p.m., no cover. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14TH 
Great Falls 2nd Friday 
Coffeehouse: Musician/composer 
Michael Nix celebrates the release 
of his CD Barton Cove in the his
toric Great Hall of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. Nix performs on 
the seven string Banjar. To add to 
the festivities the concert will 
include a special "chocolate recep
tion" as well as the drawing for the 
Friends' of the Discovery Center's 
annual Holiday Raffle. 7 p.m., doors 
open at 6:30. There is a suggested 
sliding scale donation of $6 - $12 
(free to children). Info. (413)863-
3221 X3. 

SUNDA~DECEMBER16TH 

Ill ~PH 1HI CHIii 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 -6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 -8 p.m. 

Pru (except some trips), open to local 
fems. Some require permission slips. 

I,ifo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Titird Street, Turners Falls, 01376 

19 

Deja Brew, Wendell: fldatM 
'.Beryero,i: Classical Piano, 7 -9 .p.m. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
Live jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, 6idade ~. Charlie 
Apicella-guitar, Amy Bateman-vio
lin, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

!vfemonal Hall nieater 

mrn□lf PICllJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

Dec. 7th & 8th 7:30 p.rn. 
OFF THE MAP 

A small family in New Mexico living so far "off 
the grid" they don't know they fY>NC the IRS 
money, 'til the tax man cometh-then moves 
in and discovers he's actually an artist. 2003, 
PG 13.108 min. Screenwriter and Berkshires 
resident Joan Ackennan will be our guest to 
discuss the film on Saturday night 

Music before movie 7 p.m. Friday: Eoo Orum Corps 
Ensemble Saturday: Abdul Saki & Family. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

-

GREENFIELD 
«3.AVU~~ 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr..,nfi9ld. MA 

413-TT4-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri, Dec. 7th - Thurs, Dec. 13th 
Contact Famous Bill's for Dinner & Movie Deal 

1. ENCHANTED PG 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
MATFRI, SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 
2. THE GOLDEN COMPASS PG13 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 in DTS sound 
MATFRI,SAT,SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. AMERICAN GANGSTER R 
DAILY 6:00 9:00 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN, 12:00 3:00 
4. MR. MAGORIUM'S 
WONDER EMPORIUM G 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATFRI,SAT,SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. FRED CLAUS PG 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATFRI,SAT,SUN 12:15 3:15 
6.HITMAN R 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 in DTS sound 
MAT FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. DAN IN REAL LIFE PG13 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 in DTS sound 
MATFRI,SAT,SUN 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 

Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 
Friday 12/7 

Reggae Chan ~mb 'Bl'o~ 
Saturday 12/8 

BASS Glass Give-Away! 
Music with lk~i,~ 

Sunday 12/7 
War:ped Americana .SJava Cl'ow, 

PaJ&l"l(im& 'Donf\J:\\Jlay 
Music 9 - 11 p.m. Weekends 

NO COVER ANY NIGHT! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wen dell Country Stare TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 

Montague Reporter Holiday Party 
at The Night Kitchen. Celebrate 5 
years as the voice of the villages. 5 
to 7 p.m. Sliding scale donation 
$10 to $1,000! Free hors d'oeu
vres, cash bar. 

Upcoming at the Great Falls Discoverv Center 
Winter hours open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday & Saturday and by special arrangement. 

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Craft Night, 7 p.m. on. Careful mix
ing knitting and drinking though -
remember, it's all fun and games 
until somebody loses an eye. 

THROUGH DECEMBER 15TH 
View the Junior Duck Stamp artwork 
from Massachusetts students 
grades K - 12. The Federal Junior 
Duck Stamp Conservation and 
Design Program (JDS) is a dynamic 
arts curriculum that teaches wet-
lands and waterfowl conservation to 
students in kindergarten through 

high school. The program incorpo- scouting trip for local birds. 
rates scientific and wildlife manage- Handouts, field guides, and binocu-
ment principles into a visual arts cur- lars will be available to borrow. 
riculum with participants completing Living Like an Animal - 'become' a 
a JDS design as their visual "term bat, a bird and a fox. 10:30 - 11 :30 
papers". a.m. We will use our senses to expe-
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15TH rience life on the wild side. This pro-
Beginning Birding, 9 - 10 a.m. Join gram is for elementary age students 
Refuge staff on this early morning and their caregivers. 

WEDNESDA~DECEMBER12TH (413) 863-3221 www.greatfallsma.org 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Now Taking 
Holiday Orders! 
• Cheesecakes 
• Pies 
• Cookie Platters 
• Breads and Rolls 
• "Not your Grandma's" 

homemade fruitcake 
69 2nd St., Turners Falls 

863-4455 
OPEN TUESDAY~SATURDAY 7~6 AND SUNDAY 8~1 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• (~ay/S1l©n® Stwi~~r® 
• ~oW®oy 

• lrillil8 Amt Drawnlril@$ @lrild 
Pailril1rnlrilg$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAtw. STREET• TURNERS fAUS, MA 01376 

About Town TUI 
Serving All of 

Franklin County 

(413) 774-4000 

Bank Row 
Greenfield 
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THEATER REVIEW 

Wonderland Revisited 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - As noted 

just for the Cheshire Cat-sized 
grin she flashes on suitable 

ruefully in 
these pages 
before, in dra
matic produc
tions, wicked 
witches tend 
to be instant 
c r o w d 
pleasers, 
while good 
Ii ttl e girls 
seem to have 
their work cut 
out for them if 
they hope to 
impress an 
audience. 
This trite tru-
ism is brought 

occasions, 
but for the 
utter natural
ness of her 
insouciant, 
arrogant, 
self-pos
sessed assur
ance that the 
limelight 
was made 
just for her, 
a n d 
enhanced by 
her deigning 
to appear in 
it. And if any 
dare dis-

Mary Lovelace played Alice in last 
weekend's delightful Young Stage Theater 

Compa'!Y production at the Shea 
agree, well, 

"Off with their to mind not by yet another 
revival of the Wizard of Oz, but 
by the recent production of 
Alice in Wonderland, which, in 
the play by Anne Coulter 
Martens presented by the Shea 
Young Stage Theater Company 
under the direction of Melissa 
Urey this past weekend, made 
much of the similarities 
between the two nineteenth cen
tmy classics of children's fanta
sy - one British, the other 
American - each with a home
sick heroine seeking help in her 
homeward journey from the 
strange inhabitants of a bizan-e 
land, dominated by an outsized 
villainess who keeps everyone 
in tenor of her cmel, capricious 
ways. 

need we say? 
Heads!" 

Playing opposite her, Mary 
Lovelace, as Alice, worked dili
gently in the title role, and 
deserved the ovation she 
received at the curtain, and 
more. She delivered her lines 
with ve1ve, and was especially 
effective declaiming such gems 
of nonsense verse as "You are 
Old Father William." She had 
her pa1t by heait, and eve1yone 

with a deft whisper that only a 
careful eye in the front row 
could catch. But good is over
matched by evil, in theater if not 
in theology or the affairs of man, 
and here it was even so. 

Some of the problem - if 
problem there was - may have 
lain in Urey's direction, for 
Lovelace played a more petulant 
Alice than the sunny, nai:ve 
yotmg damsel of Lewis Ca1rnll's 
idealized memo1y. Rather than a 
child yearning to go deeper into 
the beguiling glades of fantasy, 
reaching for the golden key to 
the "loveliest gai·den you ever 
saw ... with beds of bright flow
ers and those cool fotmtains," 
she portrayed a more Dorothy
like Alice, longing to go home. 

But these are adult concepts 
imposed upon a child's play, and 
a most delightful child's play it 
was. One thing not lost in the 
translation to the stage was the 
madcap rhythm and rhyme of 
Canoll 's dialogue, and the 
reductive illogicality of his ptms, 
riddles, and set pieces. A master
ful portrayal of the insolent, 
somnolent, hookah-smoking 
caterpillai· by Olivia Smiaroski, 
with more aims than Shiva wav-

OK. With that disclaimer, 
let's just say, Fiona Wilson's 
perfo1mance as the Queen of 
Hearts last weekend was noth
ing sho1t of sheer delight. She 
has an outsized stage persona, 
perfect timing, unerring aim 
when delivering her verbal 
darts, charm, poise, oodles of 
talent, and we cannot wait to see 
what she does when she takes to 
the stage again, as surely she 
will, for here is an actress if ever 
there was one. She brings to 
mind a young Julia Roberts, not 

Or was it the other way around? 

else's too, and should they slip 
on a line, she would supply it 

ing behind her torso, threw the 
level headed Alice off balance. 

The brassy, 
Cockney 
slinging, 
moralizing 
Duchess, 
played to a 
fare-thee
well by 
S a r ah 
Crowell, 
never let 
her recov
er. Smiaro
ski also 
provided a 
hyperac
tive White 
Rabbit, 
eager to 
please her 
implacable 
monarch. 
And Erica 
Martenson 
nearly 
upstaged 
everyone 

Fiona Wilson as the Queen of Hearts 
kept her courtiers on their toes in ':Alice. " 

with her 
extremely cool kitty, the dead
pan, devil-may-care, discom
bobulating Cheshire Cat. Even 
the Queen fell into her disap
pearing shadow once or twice, 
for after all, if a cat may look at 

a King, why not a 
Queen? 

The greatest scene 
in Alice in 
Wonderland, one 
might argue, is the 
Mad Tea Pa1ty, where 
time is beaten and but
tered, the do1mouse 
pinched, and our hero
ine perplexed. And 
why is a raven like a 
writing desk, anyway? 
(Because Poe wrote 
on both? Perhaps.) 
Here, Fiona Wilson 
doubled as an imperi
ous Mad Hatter, 
played against Sarah 
Crowell's redoubtable 
March Hare, and 

Smiai·oski returned as a delight
ful pipsqueak do1mouse, drunk 

with torpor. They played the 
scene beautifully, too a much
ness, tmtil Lovelace declared it, 
"the stupidest tea pa1ty I've ever 
been to in all my life!" while the 
others cany the do1mouse off, 
squiiming, stage right. 

But with Wilson in chai-ge 
again during the trial of the Jack 
of Hearts, when the cacophony 
of the script might well over
whelm a lesser actress, she 
brought the scene - and the 
entire play - to new heights, with 
her impatient, vain, wickedly 
indifferent Queen, careless of 
the mad temper tantrum she cre
ates, as chaos reigned around 
her. 

No wonder Alice longed to 
go home at last, although the 
crowd would have willingly 
stayed for more, and watched 
the talented yotmgsters keep 
their antics up fai· into the night, 
so long as these stars continued 
twinkling, and the celestial tea 
tray remained balanced there, 
just above the stage, like a bat. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~ Annual 
'If$ HeatQI 

Svstem 
C1eantn1 

~,-!. Pl1mbl._ 
(('f, Repairs 

540 Northfield Rd., Ber.nardston !-800-327-9992 

~ LICENSED 
•i~ ncH

NICIANS 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 #M10588 (MA) 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
.we Accept All 

Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Straightening 

LOCAL PICK-UP 
& DELIVERY 

Mass Repair Shop #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 

Quality Worlc on All Makes & Models 

Towing & Ren~~.,_ 

~ 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

.,_·.Cotton• Silks• Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery Material 

• Quildnit Supplies • Patterns • Caticos • Notions 

01.S.II & CII.ECKS 0/VH' 
on.-Sat. 9·5·:20, Fri. ~il 8:2/J • Clo~d Mon.• June, July, Augu~t 

Power Square 
• , Greenfield 

IIIAbodt Pace 
Computer Solutions 

• PC Sales and Service 
• Mac Software Support 

Network Support & Installation 
• Quickbooks Traininq and Support 

Veronica Phaneuf 
{413) 367-0025 

about-face@verizon.net 

CASH PAID FHm CDs 
lPs 
DVDs 

N~llT~MPf~N. LASIHAMPf~N. ~~Amrn~~~. mN[ • lU~NIT~PmM 
m5m~!a m51l.JBa~ mrn1.Bm rnBaRllll!] 

pro uc s to 1em your omc: woo 
stoves, fireplaces & insc1is li="---c;;==--,-.,, 

¼iii+ ;;;.;q 
pace 
scsc 

Shanahan Construction Supply Co. 
COMPLETE MMiONRY SUPPLIES 

.Masoruy Suppl ics 

Blick/ Block/ f'a,cr:> 

WallS~m, ~~ Ideal 
298 An:'nuc A, 'Turnc:r.,· Futls .. M . ..f 

Cuh~n/ S.:wcr Jtipc 

f'rt('.}1~t (ODCT(;tC 

Rt1.tl11l11g-Wall 01<.K:k 

Phone: 413-863-4322 




