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Montague May Turn to Student 
Intern to Fill Planner's Role 

BY BILL DRAKE- The town of Montague may look 
to an intern from the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, as a possible alternative to hiring a new town 
planner, town administrator Frank Abbondanzio told the 
selectboard on Monday, November 30th. The town 
planner position has been vacant since mid-November, 
when Dan Laroche left to take a planning position at the 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments. 

Charter School Slammed 

As of now, only a half-time planner's clerk remains 
on staff in the town's planning department. But the 
selectboard has been advised by the chair of the finance 
committee, John Hanold, to refrain from hiring a new 
town planner, at least in the short tenn, as one means of 
addressing the gap in town finances resulting from the 
loss of state aid during the present economic downturn. 

"We're playing phone tag [with UMass] right now,'' 
said Abbondanzio. 

But even as a budget saving measure, would a stu
dent intern provide the skill set needed to help foster the 
town's economic development, planning and conserva
tion needs? 

"A good planner not only works with the planning 
board, but knows the state government, and how it deals 
with the towns and the hoops the towns must jump 
through,'' to receive grant money to fund economic 
development and planning projects, said Ted Armen, 
interim chair of the Montague planning board. 

Deb Foucault of Lake Pleasant; a mett1ber of the Fo11nders Grwp.for the Discovery Charier School of StJs/ainabili!)\ fold the 
Department ef Elementmy and Secondary Ed11catio11 011 T!leSdC!J1 the K-6 school would provide, "a J1Jonde~f11I elet11ef!ta,y option 

for Lhe st11denfs of Franklin C01111g1 graduating academical/y excellent st!ldents engaged in !he practice qf mstai11abilipy." 

Annen said he is open to an intern filling the plan
ner's role. "lfil's the right person," A1men said. "I have 
kids that age, and l'm amazed how smait they can be at 
times." 

Lisa Davol, the coordinator of the downtown art5-
based economic development RiverCulture project 
understands the importance of the planner's role. 

"RiverCulture came out of the planner's office," said 
Davol. "When Dan [LaRoche] came on, he was my 
supervisor." RiverCulture, which was initiated by a 
$37,000 Mass Cultural Council grant written by former 

see lNT ERN pg 6 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREENFIELD - The passion of 
parents for alternatives in public edu
cation collided with the status quo of 
Franklin County's established school 
districts on Tuesday, as the 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education held a heating 
on the proposed Discovery Charter 
School of Sustainability, at the 
Greenfield Youth Center. The par
ents' group that developed the pro
posal for the Discovery School 
emerged bruised, but not necessatily 
beaten, from the encounter. 

About I 00 people attended, and 

despite the overwhelmingly negative 
reaction from school superintendents, 
school committee members (with one 
exception), administrators, teachers, 
and the mayor of Greenfield, the par
ents' group and a handful of their sup
po,ters stood their ground and advo
cated for the proposed 260 student, 
K-6 publicly funded charter school 
planned to draw students from 
throughout Franklin County, where 
public schools are currently strug
gling to fill classrooms and balance 
budgets. 

Students at the proposed charter 
school would focus on "sustainable 

Thanksgiving in New York with 
Spiderman, Monet, and Burton 
BY RICHARD 
ANDERSEN & 
DIANE LYN 
NEW YORK CITY- l ~ three o'clock this 

l morning,'' added offi
cer Paquette. 

And they succeed-
Crowd Control. The ed. Ten marching 
words call to mind bands, 24 floats, 50 
images of restriction. sky-high balloons, 
Think oflines zig-zag- and more than 800 
ging back and forth in clowns made their 
front of a ticket coum- way for three hours 
er at the airport or a past thousands of 
ride at Disney World. cheerful police offi-
Think of barricades cers and hundreds of 

practices in their lives, their school, 
and their communities,'' according to 
the founders' mission statement. But 
with sending districts paying the cost 
in lost state aid of more than $7500 
per student enrolled, "to found a new 
elementary charter school in Franklin 
County-even one with sustainability 
in the title - would be the height of 
unsustainability,'' as Whately school 
committee chair Nat Fortune put it. 

Yet, with Governor Deval Patrick 
reversing his position in July and litl
ing the cap on new charter schools in 
the Commonwealth, a reversal which 

see CHARTER pg 11 

restraining protestors thousands of cheering Greenfield Savings Bcmk branch ma1Jager Ll11da Ackerman (Class of '65, 
who object to war or onlookers. 
antiquated nuclear Highlights of the 
power plants. Police parade included the 
officers Alexandra NYPD Marching 
Paquette and David Band's rendition of 
Sherogan of New "New York, New 
York's 17th Precinct York" and air-filled Spid~y t11ak.e.r the scene at the N[ary's Thanksgiving D'!)' parade. 

0 
f 

tl1ink differently. sculptures 
"The city is on display," offi- Day Parade. We want to make Spiderman, Snoopy, Mickey 

cer Sherogan explained. "People sure it's a memorable experi- Mouse, Buzz Light year, and 
come here from all over the 
world to see the Thanksgiving 

ence." 
"We've been preparing since see NEW YORK pg 8 

standing) and assistallt manager Kerri Lynch ('96) were among the mat!} 
TFHS grads 1JJho came to i11Spire students at Turners High 011 Career Dqy. 
BY DAVID BRULE some of our accumulated wis
TURNERS FALLS - The invita- dom with the cun-ent crop of 
tion came via email, a call to the high school students. 
Old Guard from Turners Fall We were being called on Lo 
High School. Bob Avery, fonner talk to students about life in the 
high school guidance counselor, work-a-day world, share experi
was still at it. He lined up 58 of ences about our lives after grad
us to come to Career Day the day uation from TFI-iS, and hopeful
before Thanksgiving, to share 

see GRADS pg 10 
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PO OF THE WEEK 
Sister Cat 

Louise 
Hi, my name is Louise. I'm a 

four-year-old shorthair cat in 
need of a good home. The staff 
here love me. I'd be a perfect 
companion for an adult who 
wants good company, or for a 
cozy family: I've lived with my 
sister cat so I should do fine with 
other cats as long as you intro
duce us properly - the staff here 
will tell you how it's done. 

Anyway, the point is, my 
friend says l've been here long 
enough and it's sure time for my 
special someone to come and 
meet me and take me home! l 
can't wait to relax into your anns 
in my real forever home - please 
come soon! For more infortna
tion on adopting me, please con
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Hw11ane Society at ( 413) 548-
9898 or via email: 
info@dpvhs.org. 

FRIDDS lhLPING f RIDDS 
A community concert 

sponsored by Shea Theater 
& Traprock Peace Center 

SATURD!Y, BEVIIBD 5TB 
,:I P.I. n 9:30 P.I. 

1ft 
Performers Include Raging Grannies, 

Molly Scott, Sarah Pirtle, Julia Burough 
and No Known Address, Produced by 
Annie Hassett. All proceeds to benefit the 
Franklin County Homeless Shelter and 
the victims of the G:hapman Street fire. 
Prices at the door $8 to $16, children 
under 10 free. 

Advance tickets at World Eye 
Bookshop in Greenfield or reserved at 
the Shea Theater box office. Call lo 
reserve (413) 863-2281. Advance tickets 
$10 adults, $8 seniors. No one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. 
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3Reporter 

Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX ( 413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Trnners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
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for errors in adveJ1isements, but 

will print without charge that pa,t 
of the advertisement in which an 
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ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local S11bscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 

Local Author Visits 
BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MONTAGUE CENTER 
First-time author and illustrator 
Jan Atamian of Lake Pleasant 
will be reading from. her new 
book, My 
Grandmother :s· 
Lace. at the 
Montague 
Center Library 
on Monday, 
December 7th 
at 7 p.m. The 
charming pic
ture book 
details her very 
talented grand
mother's life in 
America after 
fleeing from 
war-toro 
Armenia. 
Atamian will 

display her original, very color
ful artwork used for the book's 
illustrations, as well as Lhe orig
inal sketches, and will discuss 
how the book was produced. 

Refreshemnts 
will be served. 
For more infor
mation, call the 

~ Montague Center 
~W'lrt> Library, 367-

2852. 

Cover art 
qf the book 

My 
Grandmother's 

Lace 
!!JI author and 

ill11strator 
Jan Atamian 

1 URNERS wJLLS - Mabel Cbesm's qf Greenfielt! showed qlf her 
cat mask to herfriendAle.,-<is ef Montague at the Carnegie Library 
Stoty Hour on IVednesdqy, December 2nd Sto91 Hour meets 111eek!:J on 
lf/tidnesdqys at 10:15 a.m. l7or more informatiofl, ca/1863-3214. 

UNITY PARK IMPROVEMENT 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

Wednesday, December 9th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Montague 
Public Safety Building's 
Community Room on Turnpike 
Road. Residents invited to 
attend a presentation by 
Berkshire Design Group for an 
bverview of all proposed 
improvements. 

Wendell 
Holiday fair 

December 5th & 6th 
Saturdjly 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday to a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Wendell Town Hall 
free Admission & Parlling 

Come Shop with Locar 
Crafters. Artists & farmers! 
Profits donated to the SwJft 

River Music-Department 

December 3, 2009 

Former Gill-l\1Ionlag11e .mpe1intendent Ken Rocke, no1JJ the ~gional 
Assistance Dit·ector qf the Distritt School and Assistance Center, in 
conversatio.11 JJ1ith present Gill-Montague superintendent Cad Ladd 
al the OS.AC lattnch f!leeti11g in No1thampton Tttesdqy moming. 

Eagle Update 
GTLL - For those of you who what was happening. Power 
don't know, the tree that held was getting to the base or the 
the eagles' nest on Barton Cove tree, but it wasn't clear if power 
fell last year. There is another was getting to the camera. ft's 
nest in a different tree with a probably not, since we couldn't 
second camera trained on the get a signal at Town Hall. 
nest. 

Late October, Bill Gabriel 
from First Light Power and 
Robin Mide of MCTV checked 
out the signal coming from the 
second nest into the Montague 
town hall. No signal was com
ing in, so Bill went out to the 
island in Barton Cove to see 

CLARIFICATION 

Four other members of the 
Leverett Affordable Housing 
Committee had intended to sign 
the letter that appeared in last 
week's issue (Leverett 
Affordable Housing Committee 
Resigns; MR VlII #9) but due to 

the latest of the hour at which the 
letter was received, we were 
unable to confi.nn their signa
tures in tune for publication last 
week. The other signers are: 
Barbara Carulli, who co-chaired 
the committee, and Arlyn 
Diamond, Ann Ferguson, and 
Terry Gaberson, who were mem
bers of the committee. Their res
ignations effectively dissolved 
the committee. 

Bill contacted Ralph Taylor 
at the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and asked that a 
"climber'' be sent to check out 
the camera. We hope the 
climber will be scheduled 
before the end of December, 
when the eagles come back to 
the nest. - Courtesy of MCTV 

Please shop locally 

Support 
.:!tlontagur l\rportrr 

advertisers 

Great Falls Mlddle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Kamryn Frost 

Grade 7 
Ryan Bezio 

Melanie Howard 
Grade 8 
Nick Wells 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Dec 71h 10 Dec 111h -Js=-GILL/MON TAG lJ E 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62 
F'i.fth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Friday at 11 :30 
a.m. Meal reservations must be 
made a day in advance by 11 :00 
a.m. Messages can be letl on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Meal site Manager is 
Becky Cobb. Council on Aging 
Director is Roberta Potter. For 
information or to make meal 
reservations, call 863-9357. 
Feel free to call the senior center 
for information on any programs. 

Don't miss the Senior Lunch 
at the Tech School on Monday, 
December 7th, $10 per person, 
choice of.entree, call the Senior 
Center to reserve your tickets. 

Monday, Dec. 7th 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
11 :30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Senior 
Center Closed 
I :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 

Tuesday, Dec. 8th 
Senior Center Closed for Primary 
Election 
Wednesda)', Dec. 9th 
9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11: 15 a.m. Mealsite Friends 
Meeting 
12:00 noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, Dec. J 0th 
I 0:00 a.m. Coffee & 
Con versa ti on 
12:00 noon Lunch 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, Dec. ll th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
12:00 noon Lunch 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, I st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and reservations, call 
Polly J(jely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3308. 

Lw1cb is daily at l l :30 a.m., 
with reservations 24 hours in 
advance. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the cen
ter for info1mation on the Flu 
Clinic and Pneumonia shots. 

Monday, Dec. 7th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
12:00 noon Pitch 
Tuesday, Dec. 8th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, Dec. 9th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12:00 noon Bingo 
Thursday, Dec. 10th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
Friday, Dec. 11th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Out to lunch at 
Christina's 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Yi IJage 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming programs. 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndolc@.crocke-r.com closed Mondays 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gosslp, news & business listlngs 

Ed's Barber Shop 
Now Featuring 
Men's Crew 
Hair Care 
Products 

also 

Gift Certificates 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KariAnn 

"54 Years 011 the Avcn 
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Local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON CLEGG hearing. 
TURNERS FALLS- The festiv- The Brick House Comm1mity 
ities for the 2nd Annual Resource Center is selling a 
Christmas Tree Decorating Party Lowrey electric organ to make 
at Peskeomskut Park, on room for a shelving unit. The 
December 5th, from 3:00 to 5:00 organ works great, and was orig-i
p.m., have now been finalized. nally purchased for $1500. The 
from 3: 15 to about 3 :40, partici- Brick House is ;:tsking for $1 SO, 
pants will be entertained by the or best ofter. Dimensions of the 
"Celtic Heels" dance troupe. At organ are 45" by 37". Interested 
about 3:45, the TFHS Holiday buyer must pick up, but youths 
Orchestra will keep the party in are always there to help you load 
the holiday spirit. Sho1tly after it into your vehicle. If interested, 
4:00 p.m., Mr. and Mrs. Santa please call the teen center at (413) 
Claus are expected to anive, 863-9559. 
along with Bernie r--- The Montague 
Gonyer, guitarist, ----11-.::-" Elks, represented 
finishing the festivi- by Kevin Hastings, 
ties off with some presented Kyle 
more holiday ..,..,,-,----. Dodge, linebacker 
music. ,. and quarterback, 

There will be age nine, of 
baked goods and .. Montague with a 
hot beverages avail- $1,000 check for 
able, along with a the Greenfield 
warming fire. Bring Youth Football 
along a log or two. Association on 

You are also ----·- November 25th at 
encouraged to For the Elks, Ke11i11 Hasting.r (/~ft) the Elks Lodge. h 
bring along a presents a check lo i<y•le Dodge for ihe Yout 
homemade decora- - r.: P o o t b a l I Grce,!/1e/d Yo11th IWtba/1 
tion to hang on the 
Christmas tree, donated by 
S1:ewaits Nursery. This event is 
sponsored by the Montague 
Business Association, and Judd 
Wire. 

A public meeting on the design 
and construction of a new facility 
building will be held on 
Wednesday, December 9th. from 
5 p.m. until 7 p.m. at the S.O. 
Conte Anadromous Fish Lab, at 
the conference room in the main 
building, One Migratory Way, in 
the Patch section ofTumers Falls. 
The proposed building will 
replace tent-style temporary wet 
lab and storage space with a per
manent structure. To meet 
National Envirorunental Policy 
Act requirements, an environ
mental assessment is being per
formed. Any questions or input 
related to environmental issues 
concerning the new constrnction 
may be presented at the public 

Association 
offers football and cheerleading 
for boys and girls in grades 3 to 8 
for the towns of Bernardston, 
Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Leyden, 
Montague, Northfield, and 
Warwick. 

On December 5th, from IO tu 
11 :00 a.m., join educator Rachel 
Robe11s at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A, in 
Turners Falls to make a variety of 
seasonal projects using acorns, 
pine cones, twigs and other natu
ral o~jects. This free class is 
geared towards young school
aged children and their families. 
No pre-registration is required! 

While you are at the Discovery 
Center, don't forget to check out 
the Massachusetts Junior Duck 
Stamp Exhibit in the Great Hall. 
Maybe your child's drawing will 
be hanging tJ1ere some year. 

Send local brie_f~ to reporter
local@montaguema.net 
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Christmas 
Keepsakes at the 

Don Campbell Show 
TURNERS FALLS - Tbe Gill 
Montague Education PlU1d will 
introduce a new feature at the 
December 6th Country 
Christmas concert with the Don 
Campbe'II Band at the Turners 
Falls High School. Called 
Christmas Keepsakes, the pro
gram will offer all conceit goers 
the opp01tunity to win auto
graphed gifts donated by country 
music stars - including hats, 
CDs, shi1ts, calendars, aod pho
tos from Rodney Atkins, Alan 
Jackson, Sara Evans, Doug Stone 
Martina Mc81ide, Dolly Parton 
and others. The autographed 
keepsakes w-ill be available to 
concertgoers only, and the win~ 
ners will be drawn throughout 
the concert at TFHS on Sunday, 
December 6th, starting at 2 p.m. 

Tickets to the benefit concert 
are still available from Scotty's 
Convenience Store, the World 
Eye Bookshop in Greenfield, by 
calling Sandy at the Turners Falls 
High School at (413) 863-7215, 
or going to th.e GMEI? website: 
www.thegmeforg. Tickets are 
$15 in advance, or $20 at the 
door. 

Visit the GMEF website for 
details about the concert and the 
"Christ.mas Keepsakes" give
away. All proceeds will benefit 
educational programs in the Gill
Montague regional schools. 

Senior Medicare 
Update 

LEVERETT - The Leveretl 
Council on Aging will offer 
Medicare Updates for 2010, on 
Friday, December 11th at I :00 
p.m. at the Leverett town hall. 

Lorraine York-Edberg from 
SHINE will discuss Medicare 
Part D Open Enrollment, and 
Daniel Moraski from Social 
Security will discuss the 
Medicare "Exira HeJp'' 
Program, which many more 
seniors should qualify for. 

For more infonnation, call: 
( 413) 548-8099. 

3 

Saturday Workshops 
at Laughing Dog Farm 
GILL - "Building Pem1anenl 
Garden Infrastnicti.u·e": 
December 5th; 10:00 a.m. 
tol2:30 p.m. 

Permaculture-influenced gar
dening inspires us to build 
raised beds, vertical trellising, 
fences, arbors, cold frames, low 
hoops, pei'golas, and the like, to 
grow, support and ripen maxi
mum yields on minimally-sized 
plots. By constructing our gar
den infrastructure with rot
resistant black locust, we not 
only make our gardens more 
attractive and productive, but 
we make them last for genera
tions. We will demonstrate mul
tiple lJSes for black locust lum
ber, including slab, stumps, slats 
and posts. We wm observe and 
discuss theory, practice and 
function of permanent raised 
beds. Together we may even 
design some new ways to use 
vertical garden structures to 
maximize and extend crop pro
duction and diversity. 

''Backyard Goat Husbandry" 
Saturday, December 12th; 10:00 
a.rn. to 12:30 p.m. 

Goats are said to be the per-
fect ''homestead" animal 

because they are so adaptable to 
numerous niche habitats, cli
mates and types of food. They 
are also temperamentally suited 
for the backyard gardener. Goats 
are hardy, easy to care for, rela
tively cLisease-free, and produce 
a rich, digestible milk, fine 
cheese, and high-quality red 
meat. What's more, goat manure 
is "cool," pelletized and readily 
usable as a soil amendment., and 
for making rich compost. To top 
it off, goats are entertaining and 
acrobatic creatures whose play
ful and feisty antics keep their 
human stewards chuckling all 
year long. In this beginning 
level ',,VOrkshop we'll cover lots 
you'll need to know to get start
ed with dairy and meat goats, 
plus a basic cheesemaking demo 
and tasting session! 

These intensive information
sharing sessions are offered by 
donation (suggested $20 to $25) 
and include hot soup and time 
for further questions and dia
logue following. To reserve 
space or receive directions, con
tact dbotkin@vaLinet.com, or 
call (413) 863-8696. 
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PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, INC. 

Unsurance 
Heating System Exhaust: Vents 

Some new home heating .systems have exhaust vents through the 
side wall instead of the roof. If your home has such a system 
it's important that this vent be kept clear of any obstruction 

such as-deep snow or shrubs, 

If blocked, deadly carbon monoxide 
gas can go into your home. 

www.pzlnc.com a 
AR BELLA· 

IHSUR.t.NCE Ci'AOU~ 

25 MILLERS FALLS ROAD PHONE: (413) 863-4331 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376 FAX: (413) 863-9426 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

SINCE 1970 
LICENSED, INSURED 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES 
POWER WASHING 

BRIAN Mccue, PRESIOENT 
240 GREENFIELD ROAD• MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE & FAx: 413•367-9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY.CO 

Q.) 

~ 
LL EB GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 

Linda Ackerman 
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
413-863-4316 
www._gree11fielcsavi11gs.com 
M~mb1u FOIC ■ Mtimber 01 F 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

AUDI VW VOLVO BMW 
Now Specializing In Toyota and other Asian Cars 

tt 
HOUSE PAINTING 

t~«:;~::. 978-544-6534 w~~iell ·-~-~-~-,...,-~-~-~ ... • 
Geri Johnson 

~CRB,CRS, GRJ 
Senioi:s 

Real Estate 
Support 

Gen Jolmson & ~ssooates 
R!:ALIORS 

66 Frencb IGng Highway 
GiU, MA Cl1376 
(413) 863~97'.\6 
Fax (413) 863-9739 
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Hunger in the 
Commonwealth 

As we recover from the state 
of satiety brought on by one too 
many helpings of mashed pota
toes, co.rnbread, parsnips, turkey 
and stuffing at last week's family 
feasts and prepare for the "season 
of giving,'' it might be an appro
ptiate time to consider the rising 
incidence of hunger in the 
Commonwealth. 

Last month, Project Bread, the 
state's leading anti-hunger organ
ization, released numbers from 
the annual status report on hunger 
in the Commonwealth. The dis
quieting trends described in this 
report, caused by high unemploy
ment, point to 554,000 people in 
the Commonwealth struggling 
with hunger. 

Food insecurity has found its 
way into middle class suburbs, 
and has cltiven low-income peo
ple further into crisis. Over 8.3 
percent of households in 
Massachusetts struggle with food 
insecurity, a measurement that 
captures the degree to which an 
individual or family cannot 
obtain adequate nutritious food 
for a healthy life. Field research 
conducted by Project Bread indi
cates that food insecurity m11n
bers to be issued in 20 IO will 
dwarf cun·ent data as they capture 
t11e full impact or the economic 
crisis we're in. 

"The ClUTent economic probe 
lems are driving a crisis in food 
insecurity that is broader and 
deeper than we've seen before in 
this state," said Ellen Parker, the 
executive director of Project 
Bread. "There is every indication 
that hundreds of thousands of 
Massachusetts citizens will need 

help to cover the basics 
- including many 

who have never needed help 
before." 

Food pantries and soup 
kitchens funded by Project Bread 
through The Walk for Hunger 
served 57.3 million meals last 
year, an increase of 32 percent 
from the year before. 

In their recent press release, 
Project Bread states, "Because 
the scope of the problem has 
changed - there is a need for sys
temic hunger solutions that are 
bigger, broader, and more effec
t.ive; that bring federal dollars 
into Massachusetts; and that 
serve entire populations of food
insecure people. 

"The Commonwealth has 
made great strides in maximizing 
participation in federal nutrition 
programs including SNAP (for
merly known as food stamps), 
school and summer meals pro
grams, and WlC; however, the 
cwTent crisis calls for bringing 
patticipation in these programs to 
scale so that every eligible person 
is served. 

"Low-income children re'ly on 
school meals for up to 55 percent 
of their daily calories, but school 
lunch and breakfast programs 
could potentially protect tens of 
thousands of low-income chil
dren from food insecurity and 
boost students' health and capaci
ty to team if they were brought to 
scale. 

"Preliminary findings from a 
study by the Harvard School of 
Public Health shows that children 
will eat healthy food, including 
whole grains, breads, pastas, 
fresh fruits, vegetables, and low
fat dairy products, and when this 
food is offered in an appealing 
way, participation in the l1111ch 

Deer Readers, 
Help us Reach our Goal 

900 Subscribers for 2009 
Some say it~ impossible, but with your help, 

we can! Subscriptions to the Montague 
Reporter make great holiday gifts for friends 

and relatives near and far. Take advantage of holiday rates. 

Buy a Gift Subscription for $5 off the regular 
price, now through January 1st, 2010 

r--------~------------------~ (jive tlie. (jift of Community! 
$15 for 26 issues. Send a gift 

subscripton to the person listed below 
D Check here 10 Include a um card with vour name: 
YOUR NAME: _______________ _ 

tbe :fflontague .l\eporttt 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

1 Town _______ State ---~Zip _____ _ 

~---------------------------
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WE CAN AgguRE YOU, TUE gACRIFICE YOUR goNg 
AND DAUGUTERg MAKE WILL NOT BE IN VAIN. 

program is 17 percent higher. 
meaning more students eat a 
quality lunch that is federally 
reimbursed.'' 

Another part of the solution, 
obviously, relies on the individual 
generosity of donors who are not 
themselves facing food insecurity 
and hunger in their homes. lf you 
can spare change, donation cans 
and bell ringers will soon be out 
in force to help those agencies 
that are on the front Jines of fight
ing hunger in the 
CommonweaJlh. The perennial 
food drives aiding the food 
pantries in our area depend now 
more than ever on those who 
have helping out those who have 
not. And many area stores, like 
the Wendell Country Store, 
Fosters, and the Leverett Food 
Coop, feature "Check Out 
Hunger" at the cash register, 
where you can make a $ I , $3 or 
$5 donation to help The Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts 
fight hu11ger tlu-oughout all four 
counties of Western 
Massachusetts. If your groce1y 
store doesn't featw·e this pro
gram, ask the manager about 
introducing it. ff your store does 
have it, donate it you can. 

ln these times of need, your 
generosity can make a reaJ differ
ence. 

REAL WORLD 

FILM SERIES 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 

Wendell Real World Film 
Series presents Rethink 
Afghanistan, a feature-length 
documentary, by award-win
ni ng filmmaker Robert 
Greenwald, which shatters the 
perceived truths behind the war 
in Afghanistan. Following the 
film screening, a discussion 
will take place about Obama 's 
plan for sending more U.S. 
troops to the war. 7 p.m. at the 
Wendell Public Library, 7 
Wendell Depot Road, Wendell. 
Free. For more info: 
www.rethinkajghanistan.org. 

/ 
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UTTERS TOO THE EDITOR 

Capuano for Senate 
As state legislators who rep

resent ma11y communities in 
Fra.nkJin and Hampshire coun
ties, we know how important it 
is for our region to have experi
enced and effective people rep
resenting our interests in 
Washington. That is why we are 
supporting Congressman Mike 
Capuano in the special election 
to fill U1e U.S. Senate seat of the 
late Edward Kennedy. 

Mike Capuano has fought 
hard in Congress for a progres
sive agenda that includes health 
care refonn, protecting civil lib
erties, promoting environmental 
quality, improving our financial 
system, and building a strong 
economy. He has been a leader 
in craft111g health care refonn 
legislation that includes a strong 
public option that will hold 
insurance companies account
able. He had the common-sense 

and courage to vote against both 
the invasion of Iraq and the 
Patriot Act. And he has been an 
outspoken advocate for invest
ing in mass transit, alternative 
energy, and building a stronger 
green economy for our future. 

We know that Mike Capuano 
will be a strong voice for west
ern Massachusetts in the United 
States Senate. He understands 
our region's concerns, values, 
and opportunities. We are 
pleased to be supporting him in 
the special Democratic primary 
election on December 8th. 

Rep. Stephen Kulik 
(D-Worthington) 
Rep. EUen Story 

(D-Amherst) 
Rep. John Scibak 
(D-South Hadley) 

Rep. Daniel Bosley 
(D-North Ad(ltns) 

Champlain's Dream 
Purely by coincidence, I just 

got to reading David Brule's 
November 19th "Postcard from 
France" article last night, 
regarding his ancestors and their 
coming to New France and 
Quebec in the I 600's. 1 read his 
article very sho,tly after reach
ing the point in David Hackett 
Fischer's biography 
Champlain:~ Dream, where he 
talks about the first French set
tlement at Quebec. Brute's piece 
made the history come even 
more alive. 

:flllontague 3&eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

We Welcome Your Letters! 

Since Fischer's book came 
out in 2008, l'm guessing M. 
Brule has read it already. If not, 
1 highly recommend it. 

- Michael Bosworth 
West Brattleboro 
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LETTER to the EDITOR 

Backs Coakley 
r have considered all the can

didates for US Senate very care
fully, and have decided to vote 
for Martha Coakley in the pri
mary, Tuesday, December 8th. 

Two major issues have con
vinced me to support her. 

Tbe fu-st is Coakley's position 
regarding lhe death penalty. Her 
website states that she is a 
''strong opponent of the death 
penalty. In 2005, when Governor 
Mitt Romney made a major push 
to reinstate capital punishment, 
Martha testified against his bill 
House 3834, An Act Reinstating 
Capital Punishment in the 
Commonwealth. She also testi
fied before the Joint Committee 
on the Judiciary against capital 
punishment in 2007. In recogni
tion of her anti-death penalty 
advocacy the Massachusetts 
Citizens Against tile Death 

The COST of WAR : 

Penalty awarded Martha the 
annual Herbert and Sara 
Ehrmann Award in 2008.'' 

My second point is in regaTds 
to her position on nuclear power. 

Coakley has done excellent 
work on behalf of the 
Commonwealth in trying to pro
tect us from the dangers of the 
continued operations of Pilgrim, 
Veunont Yankee, and Seabrook 
Nuclear Power Stations. Over the 
years sbe bas kept a lawsuit 
going that was first initiated by 
AG Thomas Reilly. That lawsuit 
is filed with the commissioners 
of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission accusing the NRC 
of violating the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
because it is trying to exempt 
compJjance by these facilities 
with spent fuel requirements that 
are now under consideration by 

Million Dollar Men 
CHRISTOPRER HELLMAN 
NORTHAMPTON - President 
Obama delivered a major policy 
speech on Afghanistan Tuesday, 
calling for the deployment of 
30,000 more troops to conduct 
combat operations and assist with 
the training of Afghanistan's 
national secLu·ity forces. 

Prior to fiscal year 20 I 0, com
bat operations in lraq and 
Afghanistan have been funded 
outside the normal Defense 
Department budget through 'sup
plemental' spending bills. The 
Obama administration pledged it 
would end this practice after FY 
'09 and included, as part of its FY 
'10 budget request, a $130 billion 
request for "Oversea·s 
Contingency Operations," the 
majority of which was dedicated 
to the lraq and Afghanistan wars. 

The FY '10 fonding, which 
awaits final approval from 
Congress, does not include the 
fonds that will be required to sup
port any further increase in U.S. 
troop levels in Afghanistan. Thus 
it is very likely the White House 
will again resort to a supplemen
tal spending bill to sectu·e addi
tional war funding in the coming 

year. 
IL has been widely reported in 

recent weeks that both the 
Pentagon and the White House 
estimate any additional forces 
sent to Afghanistan will require 
$1 billion per year for every 
1,000 troops sent, or $1 million 
per soldier. 

In all, total funding for 
Afghanistan could exceed $325 
billion in FY' IO. 

Ln addition to increased num
bers of combat forces in 
Afghanistan, President Obama 
proposed greater support for 
political and economic develop
ment. According to the Library of 
Congress's Congressional 
Research Service (CRS), 95% of 
total funding to date for 
Afghanistan has supported mili
tary operations, while only 5% of 
spending has supported develop
ment-related activities. 

Also, according to CRS, 
Defense Department contract 
employees outnumber U.S. mili
tary personnel in Afghanistan. As 
of June of this year, contractors 
made up 57 percent of U.S. mjli
taiy forces in Afghanistan, with 
73,968 contractors relative to 

MONTAGUE 
~ t,~(J ~. INTEGRATIVE HEALTH 

6 ~ ~ Dr. Emily Maiella 
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the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
First Circuit. 

Five Massachusetts environ
mental groups have written to 
Coakley to thank her and com
mend her advocacy on behalf of 
public health, safety and environ
mental protection in the 
Commonwealth. They stated, 
·'We are proud that you have 
taken a national leadership role 
on the issue of spent fuel pool 
safety and security. Several other 
states have followed your lead 
and raised the same concerns 
regarding the vulnerability of the 
spent fi.iel pools to accidents and 
terrorist attacks." 

There many other issues listed 
on Coakley's website that I 
applaud. However, her initiatives 
on these two issues leave no 
doubt in my mind that Martha 
CoakJey is most suitable to 
replace Ted Kennedy for Senate. 

- Hattie Nestle 
Athol 

55,107 uniformed personnel. 
Many analysts believe the 

U.S. military is already severely 
stressed by the size and duration 
of deployments in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. It is unclear what 
impact deployment of additional 
'troops will have on the military 
and its ability to respond to 
events elsewhere in the world. 

A number of U.S. civilian and 

5 

Leadership with the Alinsky 
Method of Community Organizing 

BY KAREN WERNER 
MONTAGUE - Ln an interactive 
weekend workshop, we will 
cover essentials from Saul 
Alinsky's Industrial Areas 
Fmmdation model of empower
ment and organizing, the 
approach used so successfiLlly in 
Obama's presidential campaign. 

The workshop will include an 
overview of the IAF analysis of 
power, and the relationship 
between public and private; role 
plays; techniques for developing 
strategic relationships; a discus
sion about leadership, and facili-

talion tor participants to consider 
next steps for their own projects 
and luture collaborations. 

The workshop will take place 
on Saturday, December 12th, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 13th, from 9 a.m. lo 3 
p.m. at the Montague Farm Zen 
House, at the Zen Peacemakers, 
177 Ripley Road, in Montague. 
Transportation and scholarships 
are available; no one wiU be 
tLm1ed away. Registration dead
line is December 7th. 

To register: laurie(?ffeenpeace
makers.com or (413) 367-5272. 

Al-Anon Family Group Meetings 
Meeting are held in Amherst at three locations: 
Mondays and Thursdays, noon to 1 p.m., UMass 

Campus Ctr, Toom 802; Tuesdays, 7 to 8:30 p.m., 
Amherst College Chapin Hall; Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m., 

First Baptist Church. Call: (413) 253-5261 

lflDQ!IJUJt. 
llll!IV 

TRACTORS FOB FARM, HOME & CONS BCTION 
We (arry John Deere 
and Kubota Tractors, 
Stihl Chain Saws, Blowers, 
Tractor Mowers 

Also: 

l~ 
military leaders, including 

1 • Fire Proof Safes 
• Wood Chippers 
• log Splitters 
• Winches 

Sales O Servi~eO Parts 

General Stanley McChrystal, 
commander of U.S. and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan, have iodi- • 
cated the need to send large mm1-
bers of additional State 
Department and U.S. Agency for 
L□ternatio;nal Development per
sonnel to Afghanistan. Yet it is 

, SERVING THE AREA FOR OYER 48 YEARS not clear that the personnel need
ed for these duties and the funds 
necessary to support them are 
available. 

Christopher Hellman is the 
Research Director for the ~ 

National Priorities ?rqjecl, a 
non-pr(?/it research organization 
that analyzes federal data so peo-
ple can understand how their tax 
dollars are spent, localed in 
Nonhampton, MA. For more 
info: www.nationalpriorities.org 

UPINNGIL ~ 
dLJ.l l Main Road ~JC r Gill --i. 

i~ , 
418-863-2297 \ 

Farm store open daily, 8-7 

fj ~.~~ il 

SIRON [QUIPMENT 
COMPANY. INC. 

310 FEDERAL STREET o RTE. 83 ° MONTAGUE 
~413-367-2481«> 

Negus ~ Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments Af!!!!Ll!r!!JIC. 

W7• P;~~ People ohen come to see 16 

becouse their parents 
and their grandparents qjd, 
We' re proud to hove 

' We e1tgrt!ve l 
111et110 nes 

~ • a........ Naturopathic Physician 

432 Greeniield Road Montague MA 01351 
(t) 413.230.4462 (0 978.544.0240 

Valleynaturopathic.com 

Fresh milk, Farmstead cheese, Upinngil Wheat, 
Potatoes and \.Vinter Squash 

that kind of loyalty, 
ond we work hard to keep it. 
- Gory and Nancy Melen 

J that las/ foreve,· 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
TO Mill Street. Greenfield, MA. 

Cogito ergo periculosus sum. 

www.fourwindsschool.info 863-8055 

Also .Hilling Gd/ lra,sh slickers ,rnd the 1\{u11tag11e Uepo,·te,: 

IIAbo.f t Pace . 
Computer Solutions _: 

413.367 .0025 
ornputer Repair @Custom PCs 
T Support & Consulting 

Network Installation/ Maintenance 
info@about_facecomputers.com 

"Ille perfect remembranre· 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

..,_..., __ (413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDEll SElECTBOARD 

Conservation Restriction Approved 

Selectboard member Dan 
Keller said Lhe town historic 
commission has an interest in 
the house, but he wondered 
how much value there would be 
in a building that stands almost 
by itself amid state forest. He 
thought maybe money from the 
account foJ upkeep of town 
propertjes could pay foJ board
ing up U1e windows and doors, 
and he suggested the select
board pursue a conversation 
with the historic commission 
about the property. 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN - At 
the November 25th meeting, 
the Wendell selectboard heard 
from Bob Wilber, a representa
tive from Mass Audubon, and 
Mason Phelps, as tbe board 
considered whether lo approve 
Phelps' plan to donate a con
servation restriction (CR) on 
nine separate parcels of land 
totaling 221.8 acres. 

The land is already under 
Chapter 61 protection, so there 
would be no added tax loss to 
the town, and the parcels are 
contiguous with 0U1er Audubon 
or state owned land, so they 
would conlTibute to a protected 
wildlife corridor connecting 
Qoabbin Reservoir to the 
Millers River and the 
Connecticut River watershed. 

The CRs would allow tradi
tional woodland activities, log
ging and hunting, but will not 
allow commercial or residential 
development. Phelps kept his 
house lot out of the CR. 

The selectboard was gener
ally enthusiastic about the 
donation, coming as it did in 
time for a federal tax incentive 
tbat expires al tbe end of 
December. But witb most of 
Wendell already owned by the 
state, or owned by Audubon, 
which pays no taxes to the town 
as a nonprofit organization, the 
board did express some 
qualms. The state pays a small 
PJLOT (Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes) amount to the town for 
land it owns in Wendell, but the 
amount of these payments flue-

tuates with state finances. 
Selcctboard member Dan 
Keller asked Wilber if 
Audubon considered a similar 
PILOT type of payment. 

Wilber answered that 
Attdubon owns 30,000 acres in 
Massachusetts, and even a min
imal payment in lieu of taxes 
would be more than the organi~ 
zation could afford. He sug
gested holding a conversation 
with the assessors about some 
form or io-kiod payment, such 
as going into schools with a 
scie1tce program. 

The selectboard approved 
the CR. 

Selectboard member 
Jeoffrey Pooser said he had 
been contacted by assistant 
state attorney general Britte 

McBride in response to his let
ter protesting the harassment of 
town residents from low-flying 
hel icoprers, presumably search
ing for plots of marijuana. 
According to Pooser, McBride 
said sbe did not know much 
about the helicopter sur\lei l
lance program, but promised to 
look into it. 

Because of unpaid back 
taxes, the house and land where 
Marion Herrick lived on 
Wickett Pond Road bas had a 
tax lien placed on it. If it 
becomes town property, there 
will be a liability for the town, 
because the house is unoccu
pied. 

The house itself is standing, 
but the 2006 tornado damaged 
the connectt:d barn. 

The Franklin County Solid 
Waste Management District 
inspected the Wendell recy
cling and tra11Sfer station 
(WRATS) for the state DEP, 
and approved it with only 
minor corrections. There 
should be drinking water With 
ct1ps for attendants, ai1d hand 
sanitizer .available, and the 
front gate needs a sign with an 
emergency telephone number. 

Locke Village Road Fire INTERN from pg 1 

town planner Robin Shennan in 
2005, has since brought in mo1'.e 
than $260,000 in additional state 
and local matching funds from 
businesses and organizations to 
apply to arts-based economic 
development efforts in down
town Turners Palls. 

open two doors down from 
.Jank.e·s businesses. 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN 
WENDELL - High winds on 
Saturday, November 28th, 
took down a power I ine above 
Locke Village Road. 

The live ends fell to the 
road and continued to spark 
for well over an hour before 
the repair truck from National 
Grid came and turned off the 
current. The Wendell Fire 
De-partment responded with 
two firefighters, and closed 
the road. 

Sometimes, live wires can 

jump, and sometimes electric 
potential in the ground can 
elettrocute a person standing 
near. (When I was young, my 
father said something about 
"live wires," and for days 1 
was terrified they would slith
er up the stairs and get me in 
my sleep.) 

By the time the repair b·uck 
got there, the pavement itseJ f 
was burning, and while foam 
put the flame out, heat contin
ued to boil the foam away. The 
workers on the National Grid 

~t clear Cho1. 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Bsti111ates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass-. Conlrnclor Reg.# I 0714 I 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

truck said the heat from such a 
pavement fire can go several. 
feet down into the ground. 

Firefighters went to tbe sta
tion, and returned with shovels 
and Pulaskjs, along with cof
fee from the Country StoJe. 
With help from tree warden 
Peter Zera (who paid for the 
coffee), they dug a trench next 
to the fire, filled it with foam. 
Eventually the foam stopped 
boiling, and the firefighters re
opened the road and went back 
to their daily lives. 

.Poets Sought 
to submit original 

work to the Montague 
Reporter Poetry Page: 
reporte1"'poems@montaguema.net 

BRICK HOUSE 

..Jk Gift Gallery 
~Handcrafted Items 

Dec. 4 & 11 * 5-8 

Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13 * 10-5 

* 
24 Third Street, 

Turners Falls 
I 

www.brlcklwuseco11t1nunity.org 

Davol said she is uneasy 
about the idea of a student intem 
filling the town planner's posi
tion. 

"Economic development is a 
chief responsibility of the plan
ner, and especially in these 
tough times, it's the only thing 
that will carry us through," 
Davol said. 

Chris Janke, president of the 
Montague Business Association, 
said, "When my wife and I were 
looking for our first place to live 
and nm a business, the town 
planner was a big reason why 
we chose. Turners." 

Janke is the owner ofSuzee's 
Laundromat, and co-owner of 
the Rendezvous, on 3rd Street. 
As the commercial district has 
expanded south of the Avenue in 
recent years, oilier businesses 
like 2nd Street Bakery and La 
Bodega have opened on side 
streets, and a new handmade 
soap company is readying to 

Speaking of handing, off the 
planner role to a student intern, 
Janke said, "What an intern 
won't bring is experience and 
long-term strategy. How long 
will the inte.rnship last? rs it a 
new person every semester, 
every year? Finally, what about 
the other end of the equation, the 
planner's role as conservation 
agent? What becomes of that?" 

In other news, the two fire 
districts in Montague appear to 
be at odds over l1ow the town's 
ambulance service should be 
provided in coming years. But 
the selectboard isn't rushing to 
any conclusions. 

"We're al a fact finding 
stage," said board member Mark 
Fairbrother. "No one has gotten 
back to us.'' 

On November 12th, the 
Montague Center Fire District 
prudential committee sent a let
ter to the Montague selectboard 
endorsing the town's current 
provider, Baystate Health 
Ambulance, as the commitlee's 
choice to continue serving the 
residents of the Montague 
Center fire district. The letter, 

see INTERN pg 7 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Beijing Station 
Chinese Restaurant Eat In, Corry Out & Catering 

New Owner Newly Renovated 
Very Clean 

I 

88 I 413-863-2666 

tENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM 

AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randal I Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike FuJler, Owner 

i,T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Speci1Jurin9 in all aspem of lawn ond Property Maintenance. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now -accepting calls for fall clean up and new clients for 

snow removal within 12 miles of Montague Genter 
Residerrlial & Commerrial • Fully b,sured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & \Vine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

\Y~~J•UFtlli· 
,..-,\)- Suiu 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS• INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS -STAINS ·SUNDRIES· WALLPAPER· BRUSHES & ROLLERS 
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING • SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 

ARTIST SUPPLIES· CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 
99 ~e4U u e,e ,l~el 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

Open Space Plan Presented 
Recreational tourism, said 

committee member Jeff Dubay, 
is a "major force in the area.'' 
However, Dubay noted, "We're 
better known out of town than 
we are in town," for recreation
al opportunities. Tourists often 
ask locals where certain points 
of interest are and. although 
"many people have lived here 
all their lives, they don't know 
where these [attractions] are,'' 
Dubay said, referring to fea
tures like the Metacomet
Monadnock Trai I, and the 
Hcnnit's Castle. 

BY BILL FRANKLIN 
ERVING - Representatives of 
the Franklin Regional Council 
of Government<; [FRCOG] pre
sented a draft seven-year open 
space and recreation plan at a 
public forum at the Erving town 
hall on Monday, November 
30th. FRCOG assisted the to""n 
open space committee 111 

preparing the plan, which 
updates the previous five-year 
plan, and addresses the town's 
natural, cultural, agricultural 
and recreational resources, cov
ering everything from wildlife 
to recreational tourism. 

INTERN from pg 6 
signed by Jonathan Rastallis, 
Karen Greene, and Diane 
Hansen, expressed their desire to 
remain with BHA, questioned 
wl,y the.y were not involved in 
the town's initial discussions 
with the Turners Falls Fire 
District about dropping BHA in 
favor of an ambulance service 
provided by the. Turners Falls 
Fire District itself, and asked to 
be included in all further talks. 

At a selectboard meering on 
Monday, Septemt)er 21st, 
Abbondanzio read a letter to rhe 
selectboard signed by Mark 
Allen, the chair of the Turners 
Falls Fire District prudential 

Megan Rhodes, transporta
tion and land use planner for 
FRCOG, explained the back
ground of the plan -its pw-pose, 
goals, and implementation. The 
town's ad hoc open space plan 
committee, comprised of repre
sentatives of various Erving 
boards, committees, and inter
ests, has held six public meet
ings since June, and has solicit
ed public input by mean.s of a 
survey mailed to residents. 

An approved open space and 
recreaLion plan is necessary LO 

quality tor various state grants, 
Rhodes explained, and helps a 

committee, in which Allen sug
gested the town sign only a one
year contract with BHA for fiscal 
year-2010, giving the town free
dom to explore the possibility of 
the Turners Falls Fire 
Department providing ambu
lance service for the Montague 
area. Allen stated the prudential 
committee plans to place a ballot 
question before the voters of the 

Turners Falls Fire District this 
winter about the idea of the dis
trict providing ambulance service 
forthe town. 

"When and if there's apropos
al," said Fairbrother, in response 
to a call for public discussion, 
"but right now, no proposal's 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POllCE lOG 
Rash of Break Ins 

Tuesday, 11/24 dome~dc discurbance· at burghry / breaking and 
2:41 p.m, R.rporL of a Fourrh S(,'[f'et address. tmcr,ng ;1r a Randall 
hir--and-run accident, Ams~ed Wood Drive address. 
with pt0percy d111n:1gc. 
at Tumi11g Poim Salon 
arta on Fifth Stto.'.ct. 

Unable to locace, 
4:59 p.m. R.eport of 
burglary ( breaking and 
emcring at a W rst Mai11 
Street adru;e,ss. 
8:49 pJ1L Rcporc nf 
burglary / breaking and 
rntcring at an 8kvcnch 
Screcc addiiess. 
Wednesday, 11/25 
9:03 p.m. R"pcm vf 
burgla1y ( breaking and 
cmcring ~t a Park Strcc.c 
addreS$. love,;tig11c.:.d. 

Thursday, II/26 
2: 18 a.,n, RePo•·t of a 

■ Charged with 
ass;u1lr ;111d battery, 
domcscic and assault and 
banrry wirh ..i dangerous 
wrapon; 
10:45 p.m. Rrport of 
assault _and battery ac a 
fourth Screer address. 
Friday, II/27 
8:37 p.m, Warram 

Services rendered. 
5: 15 p.m. Report of 
bL1rglary / braaking and 
t·mcr111g ;1t a Rand;JI. 
WOQd Drive address. 
9;5J pJn. Rrporr of an 
unwanted p,'rson at a 
Turnpike Road address. 
Arrested 

donu:sLic. 

Monday, II/30 
12:29 p.m. Rcpor~ of 

SLT;tight warranc. bu,gfary / breaking nnd 

S:mirday, 11/28 ent<.>1'ing -:it :,.n Avenue A 

7,53 ~.in. Report of ~ddceS$. UJ\iesrigated. 

community guide its future 
growth and development, while 
preserving vital natural and 
recreational resources for the 
enjoyment ofthe public. 

The four main goals of the 
plan are to secure the quality of 
Erving's natural environment.; 
to maintain and improve its 
recreational facilities; to insure 
the town retains its traditional 
character; and to promote recre
ational tourism in the town. 

Whjle tbe fust three goals 
have been part of past open 
space plans, Lhe last goal is 
new. 

been submitted." 

DeCbristopher Seeks $1,000 
for Discontinuance of Town 
Road 

The selectboard approved 
eight articles for consideration at 
a special town meeting on 
December 15th in the Turners 
Falls High School, at 6:30 p.m. 

Atticle I asks the town to vote 
to raise $182.,413 to fully fund 
Montague's share of operating 
ihe Gill Mornague Regional 
School District for the present 
fiscal year. 

Article 2 asks if the town will 
vote to reduce the Wastewater 
Pollution and Control Facility's 
wages and expenses by $80,000, 
and thereby reduce sewer user 
fees by $80,000. According to 
Abbondanzio, this request came 
from the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue. 

''The cost of handling sludge 
has gone down dramatically," 
said Abbondanzio, as one reason 
for the redLLclton. 

Article 3 sets a three-year val
uation agreement with First Light 
Hydro Generating Company for 
$73,544,000, $74,544,000 and 
$75,544,000 for their generating 
facilities along the power canal. 

Article 4 deals with raising 
and appropriating $1 I, 770 to 
make up for the money lrans
fened from the reserves to pay 
for brick repainting on the old 
town hall in Montague Center. A 
collapse of fa<;:ade bricks led lo 
the closing of the main entrance 

Most in attendance seemed 
to agree the town and its resi
denlS would do well to promote 
this goal and make recreational 
tourism a priority. 

to the library there in August. 
A1ticle 5 looks to deal with an 

unpaid bill from April 2008 of 
$297.66. Article 5 requires a 
nine-tenths vote to pass. 

The last three articles all deal 
with the property needed to con
strnct the Great Falls Skate Park 
at an expanded Unity Park. 
Article 6 asks the voters to pay 
$1,000 to Tim de Christopher as 
compensation for the discontinu
ation of Williams Way~ located 
between FirsL SLreet and Second 
Street in Tumers Falls. Article 7 
then asks rhe town to gjve de 
Christopher back a 15 feet strip 
of land closest to bis property at 
the former Williams Garage. 
Article 8 asks the town to discon
tinue the public's right of access 
and to abandon maintanence of 
Williams Way. 

Sewer Cost Dispute 
Robert Trombley, superinten

dent of the Water Pollution 
Control Facility discussed the 
engineering fees on Montague's 
Combined Sewer Overflow proj
ect. Design work for the WPCF's 
sludge dewatering project had 
been put on hold until the select
board had a chance to discuss the 
foes billed by the town's consult
ant, Camp Dresser and McKee, 
on the recently completed com
bined sewer over0ow project. 

For the United States 
Depanment of Agriculture to pay 
the engineering fees on 1he CSO 
project, the foes may not exceed 
25% of the total cost of the proj-

i Carol's Beauty Nook 
~ ~ ·17 29 G Street, Turners Falls 
r-,. Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 
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Selectboard member Jamie 
Hackett observed that certain 
problems seem to accompany 
recreational tour.ism. Foremost, 
said Hackett, is the problem of 
trash. Visitors and residents 
alike fail to always adhere to 
the principle of, "Carry it in; 
carry it out." 

Assistant assessor Jacquie 
Boyden suggested perhaps the 
town should use si1;.ms at trail
heads to remind everyone to 
pack out their trash. Others 
noted that signs themselves can 
alter the character of a natural 
area. 

AnoU1er idea put forward 
was to improve access to vari
ous sites such as the Hennit's 

see ERVING page 8 

ect. Trombley reporledthatCDM 
billed the town for $2,134,400, or 
32%, of the S6.670,000 estimated 
total cost of that project for engi
neering fees. The town will _pay 
the remaining 7%, or $466,900, 
from mo11ey already appropriated 
($5.7 million), and the total cost 
of the project is nor at issue, just 
CDM's share of it. (Montague 
has also recently received a $ \ 

million federal grant to help pay 
for the sewer upgrades.) 

''This raises the question ifwe 
should go to competitive bids to 
select engineers," said 
Abbondanzio. "We're beyond 
that point now for this project." 

"Next time, we definitely 

will," said Trombley Ill 
in a follow-up call. ■ -

Is Seekine to Hire 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

State Assumes Control of District Budget - Again 
BY ELLENBLANCHILTIE-

On November 24th, Gill
Montague superintendent Carl 
Ladd told the school committee 
he had sent a letter to the 
Mitchell Chester, Commjssioner 
of the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education, informing him that 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District (GMRSD) had 
for a second year in a row been 
unable to agree on a budget with 
the member towns. 

The school committee had 
voted previously to support an 
operating budget of 
$16,657,788, which reflects the 
so-called I /12th budget set by 
the commissioner on July 1st. 
2009, altbough Montague tow11 
meeting and the subsequent spe
cial district meeting of both 
towns did not fully fund the 

local assessment figures neces
sary to support this budget. 

Michael Langknecht, school 
committee chair, also sent a let
ter to Commissioner Chester in 
support of the DESE mandated 
budget. By law, DESE will now 
set a pennanent budget for the 
GMRSD for the present fiscal 
year, and Chester said in July he 
will stick to the I/12th budget 
figure. 

Montague will hold a special 
town meeting on December 
15th, seeking to raise an addi
tional $182,413 to meet the. 
assesstnent level required for the 
$16.65 million budget. 

At the November lOth school 
c◊nutJittee meeting, a subcom
mittee was appointed to revisit 
the question of moving kinder
garten and pre-K classes from 
Hillcrest Elementary to 

THIS SATURDAY 
Greenfield Center 

School 
Rumpus! 

a colossal arts and crafts 
event for ages 1-100 

10am-4pm 

• Craft fair- invited artisans 
with lovely, fresh, handmade wares 

• art & craft workshops 
for children 3- l3yrs 

• food and music 
• large silent auction 
• admissions open 

house 
ALL WELCOME! 

shop local, buy handmade 

visit centerschool.net for 
--------------

a full schedule of events! 
a progressive school for the 

Pioneer Valley 
K-8th since 1981 

Now accepting 
applications for 2010 

Sheffield Elementary, bringing 
the entire elementary grade span 
into one building. 

Members of the subcommit
tee reported on their effo1ts at 
the November 24th meeting, 
saying they held two meetings, 
during which they gathered a lot 
of infonnation about the previ
ous school comnuttee's investi
gation of the issue, and toured 
the Sheffield and Hillcrest build
mgs. 

Jeff Singleton, speaking for 
the subcommittee, asked that 
they be given until the end of 
January to complete their study 
of the matter and write a report. 
Joyce Phillips said tbere had 
been extensive examination of 
this subject in past years, includ
ing reports from an architect and 
estimates of costs for renova
tions for handicapped access and 
installation of an elevator. 
According to Phillips, the school 
committee at the time i-he deci
sion was made to leave pre-K 
and kindergarten in Hillcrest felt 

ERVING from pg 7 
Castle, where access routes 
presently lead visitors through 
private prope1ty, creating prob
lems with local landowners. 

The seven-year action plan 
submitted by FRCOG listed ten 
objectives. The first and fore
most is to create an officially 
appointed open space commit
tee to implement the plan. 

Significant among the other 
items on the list ai-e the 
improvenlent of access to parks 
and open spaces for the elderly 
and the disabled, and more 
effective facilities and pro
grams for teens and seniors. 

Among the many items dis-

NEW YORK from pg 1 
Kermit the Frog. The biggest 
ba lloort, Spiderman, floated in 
at 78 feel long, 38 feet wide, 
and 29 feet tall. 

Similar praise cannot be 
bestowed upon the Museum of 
Modern Art, where the words 
"crowd contTol'' sounded a 
more familiar ring: long lines, 
grumpy people, and perfuncto
ry attendants. Gaining entrance 
lo the museum's stellar collec
tion made getting to the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade seem 
like a walk in Central Parle 

No tmpleasantness, howev
er, could take away from 
Claude Monet's 40-foot-long 
triptych of water lilies. Floating 

the renovations required to bring 
all classes into Sheffield would 
be roo expensive. 

One concern about ex1eniling 
the time for (he subcommittee 
investigation of the issue is the 
uncertainty this would create 
about the future of1he buildings, 
which could impede the devel
opment of a proposed 
Readiness/Innovation School at 
Sheffield. Chip Wood, director 
of elementary curriculum for the 
district, said he doubted the 
teaching staff and principals, 
who would need to spend a great 
deal of time and effort develop
ing a -proposed Readiness 
School at Sheffield, Would be 
willing to proceed if there were a 
possibility of a large construc
tion project planned for the same 
time. 

Wood asked that any con
strnction be put off until 2012, 
should the committee decide to 
make changes to the present 
configuration, so the Readiness 
School would be in place prior 

cussed was the ongoing acqui
sition of lands to be set aside 
for preservation and recreation. 
The newly acquired Giniusz 
estate on Old State Road was 
mentioned as an example. 

Finally, the discussion 
turned to the feasibility of 
using Erving's zoning laws to 
protect the town against defor
estation, and to ensure the 
Northfield Mountain Project 
does not engage in unwanted 
forms of development. 

Among other matters on the 
agenda, National Grid and 
Verizon have submitted a pro
posal for a new utility pole at 
the intersection of Maple 

delicately in the pond he had 
built for tbem in the backyard 
of his home in Givemy, the 
li_lies fulfill Monet's ambition 
to capture on canvas wl,at he 
called "the free and emotional 
interpretation of Nature.'' 
Visitors can dive in through 
April 12th of next year. 

Also not to be missed: Tim 
Burton. Everything from the 
pop surrealist's chi Id hood 
drawings to memorabilia from 
his movies is on display. More 
than seven hundred cartoons, 
photographs, poems, sculp
tures, costumes. puppets, 
videos, paintings, and story
boards explore, through April 
26th, the full range of Burton's 

to any physical changes to the 
buildings. 

But the school committee, 
after discussion, agreed that the 
short delay in completion of the 
report by the subcommittee 
would not interfere with the 
plans to develop a 
Readiness/lnnov.ation School, 
and voted to give the subcom
mittee time to bring some clo
sure to the matter. 

As charged by the school 
committee, the subcommittee 
will look at three possibilities: 
bringing kindergarten into 
Sheffield, bringing both pre-K 
and kindergarten into Sheffield.. 
or keeping lhe status quo. 

Phillips agreed to provide 
materials she gathered from the 
previous evaluation of constmc
tion costs for renovating 
Sheffield, and to write a summa
ry of the work, as no final evalu
ation report was ever written. 

Singleton also pl'esented the 

see BUDGET next page 

Avenue and State Road. 
Residents Maureen and Gary 
Lewis, whose home abuts the 
site of the proposed pole, stated 
they were unable to determine 
where, exactly. the pole would 
be placed. They said they 
couldn't find the stake placed 
there by National Grid. 

National Grid representative 
Richard Nalewski stated that 
stakes often ''end up as part of 
fences, stakes for tomato plants 
and in kindling piles,'' but 
assured the Lewises a stake had 
been placed on site that very 
day. 

visual imagination. There are 
even special screenings of all 
his films, including Batman, 
Edward Scissorhands, Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, 
Sweeney Todd, and The 
Nightmare Before Christmas. 

Like Monet, whose up-close 
and personal depiction of water 
lilies changed the way nature 
can be represented on canvas, 
Burton turned Hollywood 
geme filmmak.i.ng into an artis
tic expression of his own per
sonal vision. No one who expe
riences their revolutionary 
works wjl) ever be able to look 
at anything in the world the 
same way again. 

II 
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Turners Falls High School Honor Roll 
FIRST MARKING PERIOD 

2009/2010 
WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

9TB GRADE Kayla Drumgool 10TH GRADE Aria Roberts Taylor Varilly SECONO HONORS 
Kelli Dubay Maghen Sama! Felicia Atherton 

FmST HONORS Emilee f'elton FIRST HONORS Jeremy Tetreault SECOND HONORS Julie Auger 
Yauheni Banrn Anamarie Gonzalez Jolina-Rose Blier Tara Williams Brandon Ambo Aleh Barun 
Breanna Breault Hannah Harvey Brandyn Boroski Anna Bocharniko11a Emma Butynski 
Meredith Brown Bethany Laramie Daniel Colton TmRD HONORS ina Dodge Daniel Cruz 
Katie Brunell Michaela Loynd Haley Fiske Trevor Berman 1emours Duteau. Jr Mauhew Garber 
Katelyn Dodge Jonathan Marguet M.ark Hudyma Zacharie Boisvert Brooke Hastings Megan Grimard 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
Shawn Englehardt Brooke Martineau Jesse Langknecht Stacy French .Tube Howard- Kathedne M.orris 
Summer Forest- B1ianna Mattos Samuel Letcher Ryan Howard Thompson Justin Pacheco 

Btilley John Ollari JU Patrick Moretti Quincy Ortiz Kelsey O'Brien Carlyn Perry 

• Weil-McLain 
• Otl1er Major Brauds 

Riley Howe Andrew· Peters Alyssa icotra Katelyn Phillips Katarina Palso Evan Pleasant 
Alexander lnterlande Hailey Peterson Emily Pollard Shawna Williams Ryan Pelis Cayla Pollard 

• Expert Burner Service 

Si1iRadba Khalsa Kory Ryan Cameron Savinski Anthony Reecl Kathleen Rinaldi 
Troy Langknecht lh.nisha Sande1·s Caroline Sena llT8 GRADE Cody Wells Julie Seard 
Brendan LeDoyt Rebecca Smjtl.J Christopher Torres Danielle Whiteman Christopher Shattuck 
Brandon Lenois Olivia Tardie FIRST HONORS Melani Sicard 
Dani.el McCormack Nala Vaughn SEt~ONO HONOHS Zhanna Bocharnikova Tu.11m HONORS Sm·ah Underwood 
Timothy Meyer Brandon Wegiel Samantha Caouette McKenna Brunell R,1cbel Arial Alex Westfall 
Garrett Reipold Tyler Whipple Taylor Croteau Erin Casey David Garcia 
Abigail Rubin Ryan Wilder Jeanine D'Ovidio Sar;;ih Crowell Samuel Stevens THLRD HONORS 
Christi.an Sawicki Brittany York Brooke Drost Makayla Dolhenty Natasha Vaughn Chelsea Bailey 

(413) 773-3622 
Dakota Smlth-Portar Matthew Fowler Colleen Dumas Kelsey Wa!Jrnn Brandon Deputy 
Kelsey Yolish THJRD HONORS Stephanie French Kr.isty Dun.bar Brittany Yolish Mackle Freeland 

David Baxter Christopher Go,·don Nicole FLLller Jacob Lapea11 
SECOND 80NORS Preston Chabot Sara Hanley 1l1ylor Howe 12TR GRADE Jacob Lewis 
Brianna Aubrey Wayne Conant Alicia Hathaway ,Jack Hubert Dustin Rivard 
Wyatt Bourbeau Dominic Emery Corban .Mailloux Kelliann Humphrey FIRST HONORS Tam Roberts 
Dallas Broga 'lenzin Khenrab Jeremy Mankowsky Kathe1ine Kuklew.icz Olivia Ni.colra Elena Rushford 
Carolyn Campbell Patrick Lapinski Mary Mo1ris .Elysia OUari Ashley Seats 
Natb.aniel Cross Mathew Osowski Haley Ozdm·s.ki Emily Robertson 
Ceara Dolhenty Angel Rivera. Jr Brittany Hawsou Daniel Skarzynski 
Joseph D'Ovidio Nichole Voudren AJ1gelica Renaud Andrew Turban 

Great Falls Middle School Honor Roll 

Montague 
Reporter 

T's 
Make Great 

Gifts Any Time 
of Year 

~-- ~ 1st QUARTER 

FIRST HONORS 
Owen Boucher 
Allison Cooke 
Colby Dobias 
Kamryrt Frost 
Ryan Lenois 
Jessica Loynd 
Trevor Mankowsky 
Riley Palmer 
Sadie Pelletier 
Mackenzie Phillips 
Caitlyn Poirier 
Jenna Putala 
Nevan Shauuck 
Alexandra Vieira 
Hailey Whipple 
Ashley Williams 
Alex.xis Young 

SECOND HONORS 
Jacob Barboza 
Jarod Brown 

Rileigh Carlisle 
Ceridwyn Cm·lton 
Tarrah Demp~ey 
Mitchell M.ailloux 
Timothy Momany 
Sabrina Peu·owicz 
Braclley Sawyer 
Kelsey Shafer 

TfilRD HONORS 
Brennan Camara 
l.vy Cross 
N acli a Hasau 
Tanner Jones 
Dominic Mclellan 
Allyson Renaud 
Avery Riddle 
Jalen Sanders 
Marissa Sierakoski 
Tatiana Vellon• 

Santiago 

7TA GRADE 

FmST HONORS 
Sara Brarlley 
Lisa Callahan 
Amber Caouette 
Danielle Conant 
Liam Ellis 
Melanie Howard 
Emily Kells 
Andrew La.Penta 
Ken Leng 
lan MacPhail 
Alexander Morin 
Mackenzie Salb 
Ser~na Smjth 
Zachary Wright 
Nicholas York 
Charles Zilinski 

SECOND HONORS 
Haleigh Bassett 
Hayley Black 
Trenton Bourbeau 

BUDGET frorn previous pg 
initial findings of a subcommit
tee looking into "the structural 
gap" in the school district's 
budget. The report defines this 
gap as "revenues used to finance 
the Gill-Montague budget that 
cannot be sustained in the long 
term.'· 

meet assessments (the amount 
cited was $276,000), the use of 
one-lime federal stimulus 
money ($235,000), and circuit 
breaker funds ($300,000) 10 

meet ongoing district operating 
expenses. 

Singleton listed four basic 
sources of this structural deficit, 
including excessive use of dis
trict reserves to fund operating 
expenses ($493,000), the use of 
Montague stabilization funds lo 

With the exception of the 
stimulus money, all of these cat
egories are, potentially, ongoing 
sources of revenue, but the 
amounts available from them 
are not guaranteed year to year. 
Singleton also included grants 
that need to be applied for annu-

Felicia Craver 8TH GRADE Tengan Felton Lurnell 
Zachary Demars Danielle Loynd 
Alexander Fitzpatrick FIRST HONORS Rayannc Mercure 
Connor Kelley Samuel Danford Marcel OrLiz 
Stephanie Robertson Courtney Eugi11 Alexander Osowski 
Rachel Savinski Kayla1111ah Frost Kennetlt Srnka 
Liam Theis Jessica Fuller Nicole Whiting 
Savarrnah Thornton Lauren Grimard 
Emmett 1\mt Emma Johnson TmRD HONORS 

Sophie Letcher Danielle Bassett 
Tm.RD HONORS Heather McKenna Sierra Bodell 
Gage Afanasiew Katri M izula Elyssa Carner 
Zachary Battistoni Morgan OzdaH;ki Eric Ferguson 
Hyan Bezi.o Jonathan Rawls Cooper Crace 
Al.ex Carlisle Katerina Sa11kova Brody Markol 
Halle Harvey Hayl~y Westfall Kaineeca Pabon 
Matteson Heath Shelbi Willams Tyler Peters 
Spencer Hubert Malcolm Smith 
Jade Linscotl SECOND HONORS Nicholas Wells 
i\11drnw Renaud Shayna Aubrey Justin Wyman 
Alex Tinell Kathryn Austin 
Cole 'Jbgnarelli Benjamin 
Alexandra Wing- Bocharnikov 

LaClaite Meghan Casey 

ally and so are not, in his opin
ion, dependable sources of 
income. 

reserves. [( the committee 
accepts this target, Singleton 
said the stnictural budget gap 
would tall to about $986,000, 
which he recommended chip
ping away at by reducing the 
gap $330,000 per year. 
Singleton said the school com
mittee should not assume this 
reduction could be accom
plished by cuts alone, but rather 
by a combination of cuts and 
increased revenues. 

The total budget gap created 
by using these sources of funds 
to meet ongoing operating 
expenses, Singleton said, is 
around $ L3 million dollars. 

Singleton proposed a theoret
ical reduction of the budget gap, 
by allocating $200,000 of 
school reserves to the operating 
budget each year from the 
excess and deticiency fund, a 
figure in line with historical 

School committee members 
agreed they needed time to con-

0,."\01\lll~W l',t\)Ql'\U 
1!))to· 

• Cool cotton gray T-shirts 
with the undersrat,ed black 
logo. Tell the world you sub, 
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sizes available, from kids to 
XX-large. Long-,sleeved: 
$14. Short-sleeved or 
women's sleeveless T's: $)2. 
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to: Montague Reporter, 58 
4th Street, Turne.rs Falls, 
MA 01376, anclcross another 
lucky friend or family mem
ber off your gift list. Cali 
( 413) 863,8666 for more info. 

sider the information presented, 
and will discuss the matter fur
ther at another meeting. 

Kenneth Rocke, former 
GMRSD superintendent and 
present director of the Pioneer 
Valley Regional District and 
School Assistance Center 
(DSAC), and Lynda Foisy, asso
ciate commissioner of the 
Center for School and District 
Assistance, will attend the 
December 8th school committee 
meeting at the high 

11 school, al 7 p.m. ■ 
!,,;!_ 
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ly stril<e a career spark in the minds 
of the younger generation. 

I'm sure I wasn't the only 
one entering the new building 
with the same trepidation. Were 
we prepared for this? Would 
anybody be interested in old 
grads from a different era? 

Many of us had never set 
foot in the modern high school 
building with the shiny sur
faces. I found myself missing 
the old high school on Crocker 
Avenue, with its ceiling-high 
windows, oaken floors and 
stairways, familiar lockers and 
classrooms. No chance of see
ing that again, since the build
ing burned down in the 60s .... 

Each of us was met in the 
lobby by a guide, who led us to 
the cafeteria, the pastries and 
the coffee. Some of us were 
going to need it! 

Right off, familiar faces 
began emerging from the 
milling crowd. With some 
relief, I recognized Todd Currie 
('68) and his brother Mike 
('71 ). Ah, there's someone to 
talk to! Lou Chappell ('65) and 
I got into a conversation right 
off, evoking a brilliantly eccen
tric English teacher we had both 
enjoyed, Maurice Donovan. We 
were passing acquaintances 
back in 1964 when I graduated, 
but I had passed his Auto Sales 
site opposite Barton Cove sev
eral times a week since then. 

coming! We felt pretty special. 
We took our seats on the 

stage and Bob Avery introduced 
each and every one of us, to 
more polite applause. Fire chief 
Ray Godin ('70) remarked to 
me that some of the alums 
looked awfully young! Indeed, 
starting with Mildred Green 
('54) and Carol Charest ('56), 
most classes were represented, 
with even some youngsters 
from 2006 and 2007 among us! 

Tbe morning had been 
organized like a professional 
conference. Many of us set up 
displays in the gym where stu
dents were to come and inquire 
about careers and life in gener
al. Other presenters had a more 
challenging morning: 16 of 
them were assigned to class
rooms, to run concwTent ses
sions in three segments of 45 
minutes each. Students had cllO
sen or been assigned to tbe var
ious sessions. As for me, I set 
up next to Rich Herchenreder 
('78), brother to our indispensa
ble !vfontague Reporter layout 
specialist, Kat! 
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the w1predictable pathways of 
lives began to emerge, as I 
moved from presenter to pre
senter to find out what had led 
them to their cuffent career situ
ation. The answers were varied, 
yet had similar strands. 

Sue Ann Hilton ('98), a 
Child Life specialist, said "I had 
no idea what I wanted to do. 
Bob Avery suggested I look into 
advocating and support for chil
dren, and here 1 am." 

Lori-Lee Adams ("89) had a 
particularly fascinating story. 
She's a speech therapist, and 
you may say she got into that 
field quite by accident. "I could
n't have planned this career!" 
She said she wasn't motivated 
in high school; couldn't find her 
way. She joined the military 
(Air Force) which taught her 
some life skills, especially per
severance, which came in very 
handy. She then had a serious 
car accident, in which she broke 
her back and suffered serious 
brain injury. 

Her need for therapy and 
rehabilitation opened a door for 

tion due to accidents, others due 
to congenital problems. She has 
completed her degree, and 
intends to pursue a Master's, 
with the expectation of working 
with wounded military person
nel returning from Iraq. 

David Viens ('74) is a state 
investigator, covering abuse of 
the handicapped and the elderly 
by caregivers. He started off in 
law enforcement but saw an 
opportunity and a need for his 
investigatory skills. "You 
wouldn't believe the amount of 
cases -,,ve get. Close to l 000 a 
year!" 

Drawn to the table manned 
by Tavares Brewington ('95), 
TFHS football legend and attor
ney with a Boston-area law 
finn, I just had to ask him about 
his choices thus far. Tavares 
shared that football helped him 
get an education at the College 
of the Holy Cross, and then on 
to Austria to play in the 
European Football League. 
Tavares added, "That year in the 
European League also changed 
my life." ln addition to the cul
ture shock, and I iving in Austria 
on the Italian border, he was 
challenged by many new view
points on politics, society, and 
his own life trajectory. He 
decided to come back to the 
U.S. and pursue a law degree at 
Boston College. And here he is, 
back at TFHS for a day, sharing 
his experience and advice with 
kids who were just like he was a 
little more than 15 years ago. 
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familiar theme. ''Kids inquire, 
often not knowing what to ask, 
and we answer as best we can. 
You can tell that sometimes we 
strike a chord in an individual. 
Hopefully we can spark their 
interest and open some avenues 
of thought for them." 

It was clear that many stu
dents were surprised and even 
intimidated by all the career 
options awaiting them. Our job 
was to move them forward in 
the process of thinking serious
ly about all this. 

I made my way through the 
maze of corridors and wings of 
the new building, where the 
stalwarts were doing their 45-
minute focused sessions. These 
were alums who were teachers, 
veterinarians, tire department 
officers, and all. 

I first dropped in on Michael 
Boulanger ('68) fonner jet 
pilot, retired Colonel, and 
mayor of Westfield. He struck a 
familiar Lheme. "I was really 
unclear about the direction to 
take as a high school grad." He 
tried to impart to the 15 students 
listening that ultimately you 
have to "find something you 
love to do, something you're 
passionate about. Mine was fly
ing a jet." 

Having interrupted his post
high school education, he real
ized his choices were limited, 
and he needed to get back to 
finish his education. The mili
tary took him a long way, and 
he's still passionate about fly
ing. "Knowing I could get up in 
the morning and t1y my jet," 
was daily confirmation he had 
been lucky in finding the right 
career path. 

l then dropped in on a pro at 
the other end of the spectrum: 

Lou was the ice-breaker for 
me, and we spent a few minutes 
chatting about the town and our 
newspaper. Tireless Turners 
booster Linda Acketman ('65) 
popped into the coffee line right 
behind me, and again, although 
we chat once a week at the 
bank, we exchanged remarks 
and wisecracks before she was 
off to set up her display, with 
her trademark lollipops, while 
worrying about preparation for 
her Thanksgiving guests on the 
morrow. 

OETMOLO PHOTO 

Bill Brown, ('66) prodt1rl developtJJent 111a11ager at ]11dd Wire, 1vhere carejttl 
planning has allo,wd the compat!Y to presen;e 260 1J1amtjactmingjobs 

despite the t0ttgh eco1101101 was at11011g the Career Dqy presenters. 

Next was a chat with 
Rosemary Watroba ('60), a fel
low educator and registrar at 
Williston Academy. She shared 
that she had no idea what she 
wanted to do after hjgh school 
but, "l worked my way up 
through the adrni11istration. ['m 

thrilled with my job." She 
admitted she was not yet ready 
to retire, but the subject was 
coming up more and more in 
family conversations. 

Ryan Interlande ('93), profes
sional disc jockey. Again, varia
tions on a theme: follow your 
dream and focus on your tal
ents. He quizzed the students, 
"Tell me about your music." 
Timidly, various students told 
about what they liked. One was 
a guitarist fonning a rock band; 
another is learnjng the trumpet; 
one was writing her own songs. 

In a ceremony reminiscent of 
our high school graduation, we 
marched into the audito1ium, 
not to Pomp and Circumstance, 
but to the applause of the stu
dent body. Talk about a home-

Before long, I was off wan
dering and floating from table 
to table with my notepad to chat 
with the presenters, before 
heading up to the sessions in the 
classrooms. It didn't take long 
before patterns of choices and 

her. She found she bad a talent, 
and now a motivation, to help 
others with their need to learn to 
communicate, either through 
sign language or other alterna
tives. Some of her patients 
found themselves in this condi-

A final stop at the town 
offices table for a conversation 
with town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio and town clerk 
Deb Bourbeau. Their take on 
the event was becoming a 

continued on next pag 
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Chris Saii:Jer-La11can110, qf Timw:r Falls, representing no one b11L himself, 
said he. fa1111d hi111se!f 1mexpected!J1 a111011g the charter school proponents. 
"f've realized over the_years you gf!_)'S have failed our communities and our 

schools beca1myo11 have not adequate!yflmded our schools. The charierpro
vides what is needed here in franklin Co1111!J. IVe are a Green cotJJmtllli(Y. I 

strong/JI mpport the proposa4 "he /old associate DESE com111issio11cr]eff 
lV11(fsov, DESE coorrli11alor of charter srhool.r R.J1th Hersh, and Beµerfy 

Holt11es of the DESE board, who presided over T11esdqy's hearing. 

many in the audience ascribed to 
the governor's desire to access
federal grants from the $4.35 bil
lion Race to the Top fund estab
lished by Secretary of Education 

ontinued from previous page 
Ryan admitted, "One of my 

first songs was written for a girl, 
and I sang it outside the cafete
ria to impress her. It didn't get 
me anywhere with ber, but it got 
me started on a music path with 
encouragement from the musi
cians in my family." 

Ame Duncan to reward states 
that advance educational innova
tion, the ranks of opponents real
ized neither their numbers, insti
tutional authority, nor the vehe-

answers out of the gathering. 
He got them to say there 

were three choices for most 
people: college, work, the mili
tary. "You've got to choose 
something you'll enjoy. You've 
got to bring good attitude to the 
job." 

All of us that morning were 
hoping the students were hear
ing that very message. 
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mence and logic of their argu
ments may finally hold sway 
with the three DESE representa
tives holding the hearing. 

As Greenfield mayor Bill 
Maitin pleaded, "We hope you 
listen to the opponents, unlike in 
Gloucester, where the entire com
munity was opposed to the char
ter school there, but the DESE 
approved it anyway," (foJJowing 
an email entreaty from 
Massachusetts Secretary of 
Education Paul Reveille). 

"The proposed Charter School 
for Sustainability will most cer
tainly unde1mine om efforts to 
develop a long-tern, plan for fis
cal stability and will continue to 
destabilize our elementary enroll
ment," said Gill-Montague super
intendent Carl Ladd. 

Union #28 superintendent 
Joan Wickman went further, and 
predicted the approval of a 260-
seaL elementary chatter school in 
the county would lead to a "death 
spiral" for the public schools. 

But Jeff Singleton, GMRSO 
committee member, and a chief 

the future, I was 
drawn to the trophy 
cabinet. This was 
after all the day 
b e f o r e 
Thanksgiving, and 
sports tradition still 
reigns at TFHS. 

proponent of the long-tenn fiscal 
plan Ladd refe1Ted to, stood in 
favor of the proposal, along with 
a group of parents he has worked 
with to develop the plan ever 
since the threat and final closing 
of the Montague Center 
Elementary catalyzed the par
ents' group to action. 

"If it were not for the funding 
issue, there would be little oppo
sition. The funding issue has to 
be worked on, but it is not a criti
cism of the actual proposal," 
Singleton said. 

He noted the GMRSD is 
already losing $280,000 to char
ter school tuition, "an enom1ous 
amount of money for a financial
ly snuggling district," but still 
maintained, "by opposing the 
charter school you are coming 
across as anti-innovation. That is 
a huge mistake." 

Sue Dresser, a member of the 
founders' group, and the main 
spokesperson in 2008 for a core 
group of the same parents who 
worked to establish a Horace 
Mann chatter school at the for-

II 

mer Montague Center School, an 
arrangement which had it been 
approved would have kept state 
funding within the Gill
Montague district while allowing 
independent governance of the 
proposed environmentally 
focused elementary school, said 
the Discovery Chaiter School of 
Sustainability would graduate 
young people with a solid foun
dation in the environment, the 
economy, and equity, "fostering a 
more sustainable world." She 
said she is a PTO member at 
Sheffield, and actively engaged 
in her children's public school 
community, "but I also believe in 
educational options. That's why I 
believe in the Discovery School. 
ll1is option, to provide a sustain
able curTicuhun, is not crnTently 
being done in Franklin COLmty." 

She promised the charter 
school, if approved, would bring 
"all the innovation," developed in 
their curricullllll "to the Franklin 
County school clistricts." 

see CHARTER pg 15 

After chatting with Bill 
Brown ('66), product develop
ment manager with Judd Wire, J 
capped off my visits by drop
ping in on Mike Currie ('71) 
advertising and sales manager 
for a big local newspaper. Mike 
is a master communicator, story 
teller, and knows how to work a 
classroom. He had st11dents 
looking at a copy of the mom
i ng 's edition and picking out 
ads or news items. He wove 
local success stories in with 
local industrial and business 
history to try to give students a 
sense of perspective and a hint 
of the future. "We don't know 
what jobs there will be in the 
future. You've got to be able to 
switch geai·s. What'II happen 
when you graduate?" he chal
lenged them. He coaxed 

By 11 a.m., we were all 
talked out, some tired of stand
ing, others even more ener
gized than the kids. Principal 
Jeff Kenney expressed the 
hope that Career Day would 
become an annual event, but 
Bob Avery later confided that 
maybe once every three years 
would be enough. It took him 
and the Alumnae Association 
more than four months to 
organize the whole morning! It 
would be good for each class 
to have a chance to experience 
this once in their four years. 

I was looking 
for something, any
thing, familiar 
from the old days 
in this new build
ing. There it was. 
Newspaper stories 
from the celebrated 
1942 Stare 
Baseball 
Championship, 
won a few years 
before .I was born. 
There were the 
familiar faces of 
old grads, some of 

Lo11 Chappell, ('65), hro11ght vimal aids to Career Dqy. 

After the brief closing cere
mony, we were on our way out 
once again. I left with the oth
ers, but with my penchant for 
trying to connect the past with 

whom have gone before us, but 
it was strangely comforting to 
see those baseball legends: 
Arthur Burke, Hennick 
Welcome, Walter Kostanski, 
Paul Whiteman, Francis 
Bourdeau, Chuck Mucha, 
Mike Milewski, Ed Myleck, 

Ray Zukowski, John Togneri, 
Coach Earl Lorden. They pro
vided the role models and set 
the examples for my genera
tion. They passed through here 
and did what they could with 
what they had. Some succeed
ed and some didn't. 

Life constantly provides 
challenges for each generation. 
Let's hope that Bob Avery's 
brainchild has given inspira
tion to the current group of 
students in these bewildering 
times. 
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VOTER GUIDE 2009 
Massachusetts Primary Election for U.S. Senate 

Tuesday, December 8th 
THE CANDIDATES 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
The statewide primary election which will take place on Tuesday, 

December 8th, will go a long way toward determining who Massachusetts' 
next United States senator will be. The primary will winnow the field of six 
candidates - four Democrats and two Republicans - down to two*. 

has compiled this special candidate's question and answer section to give 
readers the chance to assess the candidates' responses - in their own words 
- to solne of the major issues at hand, to better inform .readers in advance of 
Tuesday's vote. 

Massachusetts has not elected a new senator since 1984, a fact that 
adds to the momentous nature of Tuesday's primary. 

Five of the six candidates responded to a list of seven questions posed 
by our editorial team. We djd not limit the length of their replies. Those can
didates are Massachusetts Representative from the 8th Congressional 
District Michael Capuano, Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley, 
City Year co-founder Alan Khazei, Boston Celtics co-owner Steve Pagliuca 
- the Democrats -and attorney Jack E. Robinson, Republican. 

Polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday. 
(Voters in Montague's sixth precinct, Montague City and the Patch, are 
reminded their polling station has moved to the community room of the new 
police station on Turnpike Road.) 

With key votes coming up in the Senate on climate change, health 
care, and United States foreign and domestic policy, the Montague Reporter 

The other Republican i,1 the race, state senator Scott Brown (R
Wrentham), did not respond to the Reporter .s· questions. 

l) On climate change legisla
tion. what do you think of the 
proposals being considered in 
the Senate for action in the 
spring. and how would you 
attempt to influence that legisla
tion? What are your priorities 
regarding climate legislation, 
and do you favor conservation 
or the developn1ent of alterna
tive technologies to address this 
issue? 

MlKE CAPUANO: Both con
servation and alternative energy 
are impo1iant in the effo1·t to 
counter climate change. l have 
always supported increased 
funding for the National Science 
Foundation because I believe 
that basic, curiosity-driven 
research is essential to progress. 
I have also supported more tar
geted R&D and innovative 
industries. I helped a fim1 in 
Charlestown secure a competi
tive grant to produce wind 
blades, the next generation of 
wind energy. 

r have urged higher Corporate 
Average Fuel Economy stan
dards since I entered the House 
of Representatives. ln the 110th 
Congress (2007-2008), J sup
ported inclusion of ;H.R. 2847, 
the Green Jobs Act, into the 
Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007. This bill 
authorized up to $125 million 
for national and state job train
ing programs administered by 
the US Department of Labor for 
green industries, such as energy 
effident buildings and construe-

Slate Smator Scott Brown (R.) 
111wmscottbro11111.co1n 

Alone among the candidates for 
the Senate seat, Scott Brnwn 
(R-Wrentham) did not 
respond to our requests for 
answers to policy questions. 

ti.on, renewable electric power, 
energy-efficient vehicles, and 
biofuels dt:velopment. 

In this Congress, I voted for 
H.R. 2454, American Clean 
Energy and Security Act, which 
passed the House witb only 218 
votes., the bare minimum major
ity. Forty-four Democrats 
opposed tbis measure, which I 
believe is only a modest step in 
the right di.rection. l have fought, 
in my own party's caucus, for 
the necessary bolder steps. The 
bill awaits action in the Senate. 
Should I reacb the Senate, I will 
work to strengthen the bill and 
rally support for passage. 

I am an urban environmental
ist, committed to environmental 
justice. As Mayor of Somerville, 
r created open space, reclaimed 
brownfields, hired the first full
time local Environmental 
Protection Otlicer, instituted 
curbside recycling and planted 
thousands of trees. 

MARTHA COAKLEY: As 
Attorney GeneraJ, I led the way 
nationally in challenging Bush 
administration policies that pre
vented states from proactively 
reducing global wanning. ln 
Massachusetts, v. EPA, the 
Attorney General's Office and 
others challenged the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency's refusal to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissjons from 
motor vehicles pursuant to the 
federal Clean Air Act. In a victo
ry, the Supreme Court ruled that 
it was the responsibility of the 
EPA to regulate greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

In Washington, 1 will contin
ue my commitment to combat 
global wanning by supporting 
the Atnericau Clean Energy and 
Security Act of 2009, as well as 
the more recent Clean Energy 
Jobs and American Power Act 
that Senator Ken-y introduced. 
These comprehensive bills wilJ 
make the United States a leader 
in the fight agajnstglobal warm
ing. 

I will also support national 
energy efficiency policies and 
investments in clean energy pro-

Mike Capuano 
IJJWIJJ.l?tiketqp11t11111. cor11 

grams, as well as promote the 
continued development of 
renewable energy technologies. 

ALAN KHAZEI: l support 
emissions trading, because 1 
believe global warming from 
carbon emissions is one of the 
gravest threats facing humanity. 
The United States has a special 
responsibility to show leadership 
on this issue, which may have 
catastrophic effects on regional 
and worldwide economies, and 
threatens the stability of fragile, 
strategically positioned states. J 
applaud Senator Kerry and 
Senator Boxer for taking leader
ship on climate legislation. 

1 have developed a plan to 
address climate change and bow 
l would attempt to influence the 
legislation. ln my approach, 
reducing the devastating effects 
of climate change goes hand-in
hand with promoting alternative 
technologies. By investing in 
growth in the clean energy tech
nology sector, we will be able to 
come up with clean energy solu
tions that will make emissions 
caps more palatable for our 
nation - and will also create 
jobs. 

Massachusetts is a pioneer in 
cutti11g-edge science and tech
nology, and we can create high
ski Ll, high-paying jobs that help 
preserve our environment while 
growing our economy. Clean 
energy technologies a.re poised 
to become one of the dominant 
global industries of this century. 

America was a technology 

leader i.n the 20th century; we 
can lead in innovation again. 
The U.S. has a vital economic 
interest in staying ahead of the 
curve i.n this sector, and in gen
erating green jobs. 

My plan will create clean 
energy jobs, by passing clean 
energy legislation now, putting a 
price on carbon pollution, com
mitting to a reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions, creating 
clean energy jobs, and promot
ing energy efficiency. I support 
investing in the development of 
clean renewable energy tech
nologies, including Cape Wind 
and technology neutral biofuels. 
J propose to quadruple research 
and development by increasing 
U.S. inveshnenl in clean energy 
research to $20 billion a year, 
and allowing citizens to invest in 
Clean Energy Independence 
Bonds. I would close the com
mercialization gap by creating a 
Clean Energy Institute to accel
erate the commercialization of 
new energy technologies from 
the research lab to new indus
tries, businesses and jobs. I 
would promote and reward ener
gy efficiency through education, 
incentives and public-private 
partnerships. And I would end 
Big Oil subsidies, to pay for 
these investments, to retake 
America's lead in the clean ener
gy revolution through reducing 
fossil fuel subsidies, rebalancing 
federal R&D spending, carbon 
permit revenues, and returns 
from clean energy co-inwst
ments. 

STEVE PAGLIUCA: 1 am 
supportive of both the Kerry
Boxer and Waxman-Markey 
bills, and agree that the best way 
forward on clin1ate change is an 
approach that sets ambitious
but-achievable benchmarks for 
reduction of emissions. In the 
Senate I will attempt to over
come the reluctance or my col
leagues lo lead on this issue by 
making my case that our eco
nomic fate is closely Jinked to 
our environmental progress. 
The technologies that transform 
our energy use will redefine our 

relationship with the planet and 
create the jobs that will sustain 
the next generation. It is high 
time we started taking bur obli
gations to the planet seriously, 
and time we overcame the ittflu
ence of the energy lobby that 
wants to maintain the status quo. 

I believe conservation is 
important and r will support 
efforts to maintain the resources 
and beauty we haven't 
destroyed, but our focus needs 
to be on cbanging our approach 
to energy and the environment, 
and doing both in a way that 
creates jobs and puts America in 
a position to lead in the future. 

JACK E. ROBINSON: While I 
support the goals of climate 
change legislation, i.e., the 20% 
reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2020, I disagree 
with the Kerry-Boxer "Cap and 
Trade" bill currently pending in 
the Senate. l prefer a c.redil -
private market mechanism to 
induce polluters either to "Go 
Green" or invest in Green proj
ects that will eliminate four 
times the amoun.t of carbon 
from d1e air polluters currently 
generate. 

My Republican opponent has 
no plaH whatsoever to address 
the issue of climate change, and 
will simply act as a rubber 
stamp in Washington for the 
conservative out-of-the-main
stream Republicans. 

011 the other band, as a pro
gressive Republican in tbe mold 
of Teddy Roosevelt aud Ed 
Brooke, I will be a true progres
sive voice independent of the 
hard core Republican conserva
tives. 

* Note to Readers: 
Peter Zschau, the fonner 
Millers Falls resident who 
announced his candidacy as an 
Independent for U.S. Senate in 
the Montague. Reporter on 
September 3rd, wrote ai the 
end of November to say he 
had been unable to gather the 
10,000 signatures of registered 
voters needed to qualify for 
the ballot. 
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VOTER GUIDE: IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
2) On foreign policy. what is 
your position on the U.S. mili
laty involvement in 
Afghanistan? Should U.S. 
troops remain in Iraq? Would 
you tolerate an Israeli pre-emp
tive strike again.sf Jran, and 
should lsrael remain the only 
nuclear power in the Middle 
East? 

MIKE CAPUANO: 
voted to support the use of 
force against Afghanistan 
when its Taliban leaders 
refused to take action 
against al-Qaeda, which 
had launched an unpro
voked attack on the United 
States and killed almost 
3000 of our Jellow citizens. 
I have spent time in 
Afghanistan, meeting not 
just with generals and high 
ranking officials, bui with 
soldiers in the field and 
Afghan leaders. I believe 
we have accomplished our 
mission there and routed al
Qaeda, which is now widely dis
persed in many other countries: 
Pakistan, Somalia, Yemen, 
Kenya. I do not believe we 
make ourselves or our allies 
safer by sending more troops to 
Afghanistan. 

The proximity of nuclear 
armed Pakistan must infonn our 
strategy in the region, and active 
regional diplomacy tbat 
includes India and China must 
address these dangers. It is 
essential that the Pakistani 
nuclear arsenal not fall into the 
hands of forces reckless of 
human life, or of non-state 
actors. 

l did not vote to authorize the 
use of force against Lraq. f did 
not believe lraq had been 
involved in the 9/11 attack, and 
the evidence presented to 
Congress did not convince me 
that Jraq was stockpiling 
weapons of mass destruction. 

I have long called for an 
orderly withdrawal of our forces 
from Iraq. 

I believe a nuclear-armed 
lran would pose a grave danger 
to the peace of the Middle East 
and the world. Iran recently 
refused an offer to ship its 
enriched uranium to Russia and 
Prance to be processed for civil
ian and medical uses and 
returned to Iran. It has just 
announced its intention to build 
ten more uranium e1u-ichment 
facilities. No one in the world 
can seriously believe lran seeks 
nuclear capacity for peaceful 
purposes. 1 am a co-sponsor of 
the Iran Refined Petroleum 
Sanctions Act (lRPSA), which 
calls for vigorous multilateral 
diplomacy and, if that fails, 
harsh economic sanctions on 
Iran. 1 would support the use of 
force only as an absolute last 
resort, but I do believe that all 
options must remain on the 
table. l do not: favor a preemp
tive strike against Lran at th.is 

time by any nation. 
That said. if Iran were to 

become a nuclear power, I 
believe it would spru·k an anns 
race among the nations of the 
region. Saudi Arabia, which has 
not felt threatened by the notion 
of Israeli nuclear weapons, has 
announced its intention to seek a 
nuclear deterrent if L.ran 

have not been in the military. l 
have many friends, however, 
who have put their lives on the 
Line for our cow1try. The most 
sacred decision an elected offi
cial can make is to put our 
troops in harm's way. I was the 
only candidate to discuss 
Afghanistan in my announce
ment speech, because it is such 

-------~ an urgent issue. 

Martha Coakley 
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achieves nuclear capacity. 
Proliferation is one of the many 
dangers posed by the Iranian 
threat. 

MARTHA COAKLEY: Based 
on what l know now about the 
President's planned troop 
increase, l do not believe we 
should send additional troops 
into Afghanistan. I believe we 
should begin the process of 
bringing our troops home. 1 will 
of course listen further to the 
President's address, but I remain 
very concerned that the case for 
an increase in troops has not 
been made. 

Had 1 been in the Senate at 
the time, I would have voted 
against the lraq 1nvasion. ln 
Washington, 1 will support 
measures meant to ensure the 
prosperity of lraq, botb for its 
own sake and for the broader, 
fundamental goal of a stable 
Middle East. In Washington, I 
will work for solutions that 
ensure lraq continues to move 
towards full sovereignty. 

l take very seriously the pos
sibility of Jran becoming a 
nuclear state. l understand a 
nuclear ]ran threatens the secu
rity of America, and the entire 
Middle East. Iran must have a 
transparent civilian nuclear pro
gram that allows for inspections 
and appropriate safeguards. In 
Washington, J will pusb for con
tinued international cooperation 
in holding lran accountable to 
its promises to the lntemational 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

Israel is one of America's 
most important allies. ln 
Washington, l wi II work to 
make sure Israel's safety and 
security remai11S our priority. l 
recognize that a safe and secure 
lsrael is part of the foundation 
of a stable Middle East, and thus 
America's national security. 

ALAN KHAZE1: I have spent 
my life in civilian service, but 

l do not support an 
increase in troops m 
Afghanistan. 

STEVE PAGLlUCA: J 
am opposed to any fur
ther involvement of 
troops in Afghanistan. 
Our country has never 
been successJul at 
nation-building, and we 
won't be this time either. 
Our initial goal in 

f" Afghanistan was to dis
rupt ten:orist operations 
and take away 
Afghanistan as a base of 

operations for ten-orists. l 
believe we have accomplished 
this mission, and the tetTorists 
have moved. As such, l would 
like to bring our troops home as 
soon and as safoly possible. 

JACK .E. ROBINSON: I agree 
with the current timetable for 
our troops to leave Iraq. J am 
still unsure exactly what our 
mission is in Afghanistan, even 
after the president's recent 
speech at West Point. After all, 
20 years ago Ronald Reagan 
called the people we now call 
the Taliban "freedom :fighters" 
when they were fighting the 
Soviets. 

So l want more speci fie 
infonnation on exactly what is 
the goal before deciding 
whether to support the new 
''mini-surge" of 30,000 addi
tional troops inAfghanjstan. 

J have always believed that 
the best dete1Tent to a nuclear 
Jran is a strong lsrael, and J 
would not object to an Israeli 
pre-emptive strike if it is 
deemed necessary to preserve 
peace in the region. 

3) Considering thar states are 
eften the laboratories for 
reform, would you agree to sup
port a national health care bill 
with cm amendment to allow 
states lo enter into a single 
payer option? Do you support 
the Senate proposal .for a gov-
ernment sponsored plan? 

MIKE CAPUANO: l have co
sponsored l·-l.R. 676, tJ1e Single 
Payer Health Care bill in both 
the 110th and 111 th Congresses. 
l also supported a single-payer 
amendment in H.R. 3962, the 
Affordable Health Care for 
America Act, and urged that it 
be brought to tbe tloor for a 
vote. 11 was not. 

Nonetheless, though I recog
nized the bill was imperfect, l 
voted, with 219 other Members 

of the House, to move the bill to 
the Senate. If lam elected to the 
Senate and the bill remains 
under consideration there, I will 
attempt to allow states the 
option to experiment with a sin
gle-payer plan. I support a pub-
1 ic option and I believe the 
detennination of my colleagues 
in the Progressive Caucus to 
insist upon a public option pre
served it in the House bill. 

MARTHA COAK.LEY: One of 
my top priorities is refom1ing 
our health care system so that all 
Americans have access to quali
ty, affordable health care. ] sup
port a public option and would 
vote for the bill that recently 
came to the floor of the Senate. 

ALAN KHAZEI: lam opposed 
to a si11gle-payer option because 
1 believe the private sector and 
competition drive innovation. 
But 1 recognize the health care 
debate is one where we all have 
to consider many different paths 
to expand coverage to all 
Americans. 

I do strongly support the gov
ernment-sponsored public 
option, because it will create a 
badly needed competitive force 
- especially in the 40 states 
where health insurers have 
almost no competition. 

STEVE PAGLIUCA: 1 am a 
strong supporter of comprehen
sive health care reform and 
would be a reliable 60th vote for 
health care. Both the current 
House and Senate health care 
bills are acceptable to me. J am 
also a believer in the need for a 
robust public option. Any set: of 
proposed refonns need to be 
considered as part of this brnad
er objective. 

JACK E. ROBINSON: The 
current health care bills pending 
in Congress are an unmitigated 

Altm Khazei 
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disaster because they cost too 
much, incur too much debt, 
raise truces, cut Medicare, and 
give too much control over pri
vate health care decisions to 
government bureaucrats. My 
Twelve Point Plan for Health 
Care Reform, explained on my 
website, provides universal cov
erage at low cost by bringing 
competition to tbe health care 
marketplace - as happened with 
auto insurance rates here in 

Massachusetts. 

4) To what extent are you willing 
to re-examine the NAFTA treaty, 
and what is your position on 
immigration reform? 

MJKE CAPUANO: l would 
not have voted for NAFTA, 
which passed before I entered 
Congress. 1 believe that trade 
agreements should protect basic 
human rights, including the 
right to organize independent 
trade unions, a11d protect against 
degradation of the envi.ronment. 
l do not think we should attempt 
to impose US regulations on our 
trading partners, but we must 
uphold some fundamental prin
ciples. On these grounds, l have 
voted against Permanent 
Normal Trade Relations with 
China and against CAFTA. I 
voted for bilateral treaties with 
Australia, whose laws are com
parable to ours, and with 
Vietnam, for whose well-being 
we bear some responsibility. 

MARTHA COAKLEY: 
beJieve trade agreements must 
be fair to American workers, 
promote workers' rights, and 
protect environmental stan
dards. These principles will 
guide my approach to trade pol
icy. 

I support a responsible path
way to citizensl1ip for those who 
have been in this country for 
years abiding by the law, paying 
their taxes, and contributing to 
society. Reform in this area is 
long past due. 

ALAN KHAZE1: l suppo1i free 
trade and NAFTA, but I ain 
willing to re-examine some 
aspects of it - namely, to consid
er further labor and environ
mental restrictions. 

l am the son of immigrants. 
My father came from Iran, leav
ing behind a dictatorship and 
coming to a country of democ
racy and freedom. The United 
States, the greatest nation on 
earth, was the only country that 
would welcome him and 
embrace him :from day one. 
Immigration has been critical in 
America's past, and it wilJ con
tinue to be critical to our foture. 

We need common sense 
immigration refonn, including 
an earned path to citizenship., 
It's time to bring millions of 
undocumented immigrants out 
of the shadows and into the light 
of our democracy. Many of 
these hardworking men and 
women do the most difficult 
jobs in our society. 

In conjunction with a1Jowi11g 
undocumented immigrants to 
earn citizenship, we need to do a 
better job securing our border. 
We must improve our ability to 
verify workers' employment eli
gibility ru1d punish employers 
who knowingly violate our 
laws. 

co11tinued on next -page 
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STEVE PAGLIUCA: I believe 
in the spirit ofNAFTA, and that 
flexibility should be a key com
ponent of any trade agreement. 
We need both free and fair trade 
- I have repeatedly supported 
amending NAFTA to suppoii 
Fair Trade policies. If we want 
to let U.S. manufacturers com
pete on a truly level playing 
field, then we need to re-exam
i ne NAFTA regarding the 
enforcement of tighter labor and 
environmental standards. 
America's manufacturers have 
set an example for human rights 
and environmental sustainabili
ty; our trade partners ought to 
adhere to those same standards 
to prevent a "race to the bot
tom." NAFTA is a 15-year-old 
treaty and needs to be amended 
to reflect the dynamics of the 
21st century. 

I believe strongly that any 
comprehensive refonu of immi
gration policy needs to start 
with a path to citizenship. Such 
an approach is an acknowledg
ment of the broken system that 
has existed for so long in this 
country that has resulted in our 
large population of undocu
mented wo1'kers. 

JACK E. ROBINSON: 
Because I am a progressive 
Republican in the Teddy 
Roosevelt mold, I am a free 
trader and support NAFTA, 
CAFTA and all other free trade 
agreements. They create jobs 
here in the U.S. by opening up 
markets around the world 
for our superior products 
and services. 

Immigration reform is 
sorely needed, and must 
include a path to citizen
ship for all legal immi
grants. without draconian 
mass deportations. 

5) Sho1.1ld there be addi
tional federal stimulus 
focused on crealing or 
preserving state and 
municipal jobs'! 

MIKE CAPUANO: 
have already written to 
President Obama to ask 
that billions of dollars 
approp1iated under TARP 
and not yet spent be made 
available for job creation. 
I would support a second 
stimulus as long as it was 
focused on job creation. In 
te1ms of economic recovery, a 
job saved is as important as a 
job created. 

MARTHA COAKLEY: J think 
the jury is still out on the first 
stimulus. An infusion of capital 
was necessary to help take the 
country back from the brink of 
collapse, but there are still liter
ally htmdreds of millions of dol
lars that are left to be spent. We 
need to continue to evaluate 

where that money went \.Vho 
benefited, and whether it 
worked as it was intended to. As 
for a second stimulus, I would 
like to see more data on the 
impact of the first stimulus 
package before we put even 
more taxpayer dollars into this 
program and put the country 
further into debt. 

ALAN KHAZEl: Yes, there 
should be, and J have created a 
comprehensive jobs stimulus 
plan to outline my strategy. As a 
U.S. Senator, my number one 
priority will be to create good, 
paying jobs for the people of 
Massachusetts and America. 
With unemployment rates in 
double digits, the families and 
businesses of our 
Commonwealth are hwiing. We 
need bold action and we need it 
now. I am also the only candi
date for U.S. Senate who has 
called for a second stimulus 
focused entirely on increasing 
consumer spending and creating 
jobs. 

My plan would: stabilize the 
housing market, keep 
Americans in their homes by 
giving courts the ability to align 
homeowners' mortgages with 
their property values. create a 
Home Price insurance program 
to bring buyers back to the mar
ket, and restore home values to 
give consumers confidence to 
spend again. 

l would reward job creation 
with a new jobs tax credit, 
refunding l 5% of additions to 
payroll in 20 IO and I 0% in 
2011. Economists estimate this 

Steve Pagli11ca 
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would create between 3.0 and 
5.J million jobs. [ propose fur
ther to increase the job creation 
tax credit for small businesses to 
15% for both years. 1 support 
creating a $5 billion loan fund 
for small businesses, extending 
the temporary doubling of 
expense write-offs and acceler
ated depreciation, and establish
ing a federal commission to sup
port and invest in women- and
minority owned businesses. J 

would grow nonprofit job 
opportunities and suppoti social 
entrepreneurs by funding the 
Edward M. Kennedy Serve 
America Act to add 175,000 
AmeriCorps members, and fully 
fund the White House Social 
Innovation Fund. I support cre
ating a further $5 billion non
profit loan fund to increase jobs 
and employment opportunities 
for low income Americans. 

Finally, I would support pro
viding $25 billion in aid to our 
cities and towns to avoid layoffs 
and cutbacks in schools. police 
and fire departments, saving 
over 600,000 jobs. I would 
develop a Solar on Schools pro
gram to finance solar power for 
schools and public buildings, 
creating over 250,000 jobs and 
lower energy costs for cities and 
towns. 

STEVE PAGLIUCA: Whatwe 
need is a program of focused 
investment directed at job cre
ation. The federal government 
did the best it could in the situa
tion it was faced with, but now 
!liat we've had time to examine 
the sl1ccess of the first stimulus, 
we need to carefully and strate
gically apply resources to indus
tries that will create lastingjobs, 
not merely act as a stop-gap 
measure. 

JACK E. ROBINSON: No. 
The only thing the stimulus has 
stimulated is the government. 
The only way out of the reces
sion is private sector job cre
ation. My jobs plan is to elimi
nate the capital gains tax on all 

investments made 
in 2010. This will 
unleash trillions of 
dollars m new 
investment, will 
create millions of 
new jobs, and will 
end the recession 
by the end of next 
year. 

6) Describe in 
detail what you 
wozrld consider to 
be a meaning/it! 
)oreclosure preven
tion program. 

MfKE 
CAPUANO: 
have worked hard 
to protect families 
from foreclosure. 
In this Congress, I 
voted for S. 896, 

Helping Families Save Their 
Homes Act, which became Jaw 
in May. It helps struggling 
homeowners refinance and 
modify !l1eir loans. J also sup
ported a measure to allow bank
ruptcy judges to modify mort
gages to make them more 
affordable. Judges are already 
allowed to do this for second 
hornes and vacation homes. 
Despite our urging, U1e Senate 
stripped this provision from the 

bill. The Helping Families Save 
their Homes Act included, at my 
urging, a tenant protection pro
vision. The measure, which is 
now law, requires 90 days' 
notice before tenants may be 
required to vacate a foreclosed 
home. Prior to my amendment, 
innocent tenants could be evict
ed immediately. 

I have also been a strong 
advocate of !l1e Neighborhood 

Jack E. &bi11so11 
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Stabilization Program (NSP) 
which helps protect communi
ties from the devastating impact 
of foreclosures. The NSP pro
vides states and cities with 
funds to buy foreclosed and 
abandoned homes and renovate 
them into affordable housing to 
redeem neighborhoods that 
would otherwise be blighted by 
foreclosures. Jn 2008. I voted in 
support ofH.R. 3221, Housing 
& Economic Recovery Act, to 
create and fund NSP with $4 bil
lion. 1 also voted to provide the 
program with an additional $2 
billion in the stimulus package 
in February 2009. I wrote 
recently to the Secretary of 
HUD urging the award of $59 
million of these funds to rede
velop 1,200 foreclosed and 
abandoned 1mits in 14 distressed 
communities 111 the 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 

Further, l voted for H.R. 
1728, Mortgage Reform and 
Anti-Predatory Lending Act, 
which has passed the House. 
The bill prohibits practices that 
contributed to the foreclosure 
crisis, including prohibiting 
lending to borrowers who don't 
have the ability to repay and 
prohibiting brokers from getting 
kickbacks for getting consumers 
into loans with excessively high 
rate.s. The bill also authorizes 
funds for foreclosure assistance 
and creates a national database 
offoreclosure statistics. The bill 
cun-ently awaits action in !l1e 
Senate. lf, wit11 your support, I 
am elected to the Senate, I. will 
fight for its passage in that 
chamber also. 

MARTHA COAKLEY: 
understand that unscrupulous 
actions by large housing lenders 
trying to market and sell prod
ucts that were doomed to fail 
were a major contributor to the 
recent financial collapse. As a 

result of lending misconduct, 
many hardworking families 
have been forced into foreclo
sure and many more homeown
ers are at risk of losing their 
homes. As Attorney General, I 
brought actions against fraudu
lent mortgage brokers and those 
who employed foreclosure res
cue scams. I also brought first in 
the nation enforcement actions 
against national lenders who 
sold risky Joans using deceptive 
sales tactics. I pressed for legis
lation to provide relief to home
owners facing foreclosure. and 
to create an abandoned property 
registry to address the public 
safety problems created when 
homes are abandoned. 

In Washington, I will work 
for loan modifications when 
appropriate, so people can 
remain in their homes. I will 
also support enhanced regula
tion of mortgage products and 
disclosure laws so that home
owners can better understand 
their mortgage tenns. 

ALAN KHAZEl: The genesis 
of our current record unemploy
ment rates can be traced at least 
partially to the fall i11 home 
prices and the motigage foreclo
sure crisis. Consumer confi
dence fell in line with declining 
home prices, and families 
stopped spending. Home fore
closures and anemic home sales 
increased demand for rental 
units, which increased rents, 
especially in areas like Boston, 
where rates are the second-high
est in the country. Higher rents 
further decreased consumer 
spending and demand for goods, 
which resulted in layofts and 
hiring freezes. Stabilizing home 
values and increasing home 
sales are key imperatives for a 
successful recovery and creating 
good paying jobs m 
Massachusetts and across 
America. 

1 suppoti giving bankruptcy 
courts the power to modify 
mortgages. Over 1.5 million 
homes were foreclosed in the 
first half of 2009 alone. 
Currently, I 0% of mortgages are 
past due, and 14% are in fore
closure. These figures show that 
we are still in the midst ofa cri
sis. The Clu1·ent programs to fix 
the mortgage crisis are too late 
and too passive - we need 
action now. 

support the Helping 
Families Save Their Homes Act 
that passed the Senate with the 
guidance of Senator John Kerry. 
As senator, J will fight to amend 
the legislation to allow bank
ruptcy courts to modify mort
gage terms. Giving bankruptcy 
courts this right will help 20% 
of borrowers facing foreclosure 
to stay in their homes. 

STEVE PAGLIUCA: I believe 
that one way to strengthen our 
economy is to make some fun
damental policy changes aimed 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERITT SELECTBOARD 
Selectboard Purchases 

Affordable Housing Manual 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - At a 
cut Tate price of $35, the 
Leverett selectboard dove into 
the subject of providing afford
able housing for Leverett resi
dents by purchosing a 240 page 
tome called the Community 
Lo11d rrust Legal Manual, 
authored by Kirby White, from 
the Tumers Falls-based non
profit Equity Trust. The. manual, 
which normally sells for $100 
(plus shipping), offers an A - Z 
guide to creating community 
land trusts, along with practical 
knowledge on affordable hous
ing deed restrictions and other 
legal mechanisms oesigned to 
provide communities wiJh a per
manent stock of affordable 
homes. 

Unlike Turners Falls, in the 
town of Montague, which main
ta ins an inventory of 10.3% 
affordable housing, according to 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development, Leverett present
ly has 0% affordable housing. A 
citizen committee co-chaired by 
fonner selectboard member 
Penna Lee Bonsignore and 
Barbara Carulli had worked for 
a number of years on exploring 
possible avenues to create some 
units of al'fordable housing in 
Leverett. But that committee 
resigned en masse last month 
after the seJectboard blocked 
their proposal to spend at least 
$600,000 of Community 
Preservation Committee funds 
to install infrastructure on a 
sloped and wooded njne acre 
parcel tJ,at was to have been 
donated by tbe landowner on 
Montague Road, near the Cave 

G UTD E from previous page 

at preventing foreclosures. 
President Obama's plan, 
announced February 18th, is a 
crucial step in the 1ight direction, 
and l intend to support all aspects 
of that proposal req11111ng 
Congressional approval, such as 
allowing bankruptcy judges to 
modify mo1tgages of distressed 
homeowners. Additionally, any 
meaningful program must 
address the issue of secondary 
mortgages which have held up 
mortgage modification attempts 
in the past. Lender pati.icipation 
is essential to the success of any 
program, so stronger incentives 
or mandatory participation 
should be included. Finally, a 
meaningfill plan would apply to 

Hill Road intersection. By using 
town funds to bl1ild an access 
road and install utilities, the 
committee had hoped to reduce 
below market rates the ticket 
price of ten clustered homes on 
that site, to be built by a private 
builder, and then sell them by 
lottery to income eligible appli
cants, senior citizens or the 
children of Leverett residents 
now priced out of the housing 
market in town. 

The selectboard balked at 
committing such a large per
centage of present and future 
CPC funds, which are raised by 
a 3% local option tax on real 
estate transactions in Leverett, 
to simply install infrastructure 
on the land. Board member 
Peter d'Errico expressed the 
opinion that the town could not 
be certain that private builders 
would indeed produce afford
able homes on the land, even if 
the infrastructure were paid for 
in advance and the land donated. 

The committee felt the board 
had acted in bad faith, by allow
ing them to proceed with the 
project, call on volunteers, pay 
consultants to develop plans, 
and expend $31,000 of funds 
designated for the creation of 
affordable housing in town, and 
then pulling the plug before the 
estimated construction costs 
were determined. So the com-
111 ittee resigned in protest, and 
the selectboard has now taken it 
upon themselves to research a 
different approach to creating 
affordable housing in town. 

Afler meeting with Rebecca 
Fletcher, ouueach coordinator 
for Equity Ttust, d'Brrico 

securitizecl mortgages, which are 
notoriously difficult to modily. 

JACK E. ROBINSON: I pro
pose requiring all lenders who 
have received TARP funds 
( which hold or service 99% of all 
mortgages) to immedjately write 
down all mortgages to fair mar
kel value at a 5% 30-year fixed 
rate. This will solve the foreclo
sure crisis immediately. My 
Republican opponent has no plan 
whatsoever. 

7) Do you support changing the 
federal milk pricing support pro
gram to preserve New England 
dairies? 

MIKE CAPUANO: Yes, I sup
port changing the current federal 
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CHARTER from pg 11 
But Greenfield superintendent 

Susan Hollins said no one from 
the founders group had talked to 
her school district as they devel
oped their proposal, though the 
charter school would undoubted
ly draw largely from Greenfield's 
student population. Hollins said 
she had been involved in the 
chatter school movement in 
Massachusetts since its inception 
in 1994, and that "one of the first 
guidelines in developing a new 
chatter school is talking to the 
superintendents,'' of the districts 
involved. 

Hollins and many other educa
tors in the room denounced the 
Discovery School's application 
tor failing to take note of the 
innovation underway in Franklin 
County districts, including sci
ence-based elementary schools, 
green practices and cu1Ticula, and 
parent-driven initiatives. 

And, Hollins said, ''This 
school is too large for the com
munity it purpo,is to serve. I 
don't think there are enough stLt
dents in this area to support a 
school of this size.'' 

Michael DeChiara, chair of 
the Shutesbury school commit
tee, said the proposed school 
would '·devastate the little rur-<11 

brought the legal manual to the 
board meeting on Monday 
night, November 30th, saying. 
"h's all right here. We don't 
have to invent the wheel. If we 
decide to go down the road to an 
ownership interest in a house, 
we can restrict ownership 
through deeds," permanently 
preserving the town's invest
mentto ensure perpetual afford
ability on resale. D'EJTico, a 
lawyer, added, "l have questions 
about how we'd have to adver
tise;' but "people would apply. 

fluid mi[k pricing suppo1t sys
tem. Since the demise of u,e 
New England Dafry compact, 
there has been a nega6ve impact 
on our family-owned dairy 
farms. Although the Agriculture 
Bill does make some attempt to 
stabilize fluid milk prices, it does 
not take into account the fact that 
Massachusetts family farms' 
costs of production exceed mar
ket prices, given the cyclical 
nature of fluid milk demand and 
the relatively small size of our 
dairy fam1s. 

Massachusetts dairy tanners, 
unlike their counterpruis in the 
major milk producing states, do 
not have the financial flexibility 
to pa,ticipate in either the futures 
markets or iJ1 the Federal insur
ance programs. Currently, pro-

schools. If we lose one or two 
student'>, our budget gets killed,'. 
even though parents are already 
paying for field tiips, and sup
plies are slashed. "Why are we 
taking apart vibrant, healthy 
schools, that are trying to inno
vate? We are going to create more 
inadequate schools." 

Patricia Pruitt said, ''As chair 
of the selectboard in Montague, 
I'm very concerned with the 
eftect of this on local schools. I 
see them struggling year after 
year, trying to come up with new 
programs despite continual cuts. 
fl boggles my mind why Horace 
Mann set-ups aren't the way to 
go, so as not to send students out 
of the district to access innovative 
schools. In my view. the parents 
who worked so hru·d to put this 
proposal together did so when 
their proposal for a Horace Mann 
charter school was not supported 
by the district administration." 

Former Gill-Montague super
intendent Ken Rocke - who in 
2007 brokered a deal with the 
GMRSD school committee to 
vote for a process of reconfigur
ing the district's elementary 
schools by holding out the prom
ise that if a "valid proposal" for 
governance of the Montague 
Center School was brought to the 

we could give preferential treat
ment to town employees. It 
would be a good thing for the 
town if we could get someone in 
an affordable house within a 
year." 

According to the 
Community Preservation Act 
requirements, the town is man
dated to spend at least I 0% of 
funds in the CPC account on 
affordable housing. 

Board members Richard 
Brazeau and Julie Shively had 
also been researching afford-

posaJs are pending in the Senate 
to modify these inequities. If 
elected, l will give them my 
immediate attention. I am heart
ened to see these bills are biparti
san and not solely promoted by 
the major dairy states. 

MARTHA COAKLEY: No 
answer provided on federal milk 
pricing. 

ALAN KHAZEl: No answer 
provided on federal milk pricing 

STEVE PAGLIUCA: I under
stand the hardship that New 
England's dairy farms have 
endured in recent times. This 
year, dairy was one of the hard
est-hit a1,,'licultural sectors, large
ly due to Lhe combination of 

IS 

school committee by parents, it 
would be given a fair hearing -
sat in Youth Center on Tuesday, 
but spoke not a word. When the 
parents' group brought a proposal 
for a Horace Mann chaiter school 
forward in 2008, Rocke coun
seled the committee to tum it 
down. tor lack of resources to 
develop such a school. The par
ents' group at lhat time was never 
able to take the further steps of 
seeking funding for necessary 
renovations to the Montague 
Center building to prove their 
proposal was "valid." 

GMRSO school committee 
chair Mike Langknecht, who has 
worked with and supported the 
parents' group for the past three 
years, and taken heat in recent 
school committee meetings for 
doing so, signed up to speak. but 
yielded his time. 

Joanna Frankel, a parent of a 
toddler, formerly of Montague 
Center, now a resident of Gill, 
said, "l began working with this 
group with the closing of my 
neighborhood elementary school. 
l am strongly in favor of elemen
tary options: public, free, so 
everyone can afford them. 
Education is not one 
size fits all.'' II 
able housing oplions. The board 
talked of the need of develop
ing a long range strategy to 
achieve community goals, but 
Shively added, ''I can think of 
three families off the top of my 
head who would love to switch 
from rental housing to owner
ship. We need a plan ... " 

"Then we flesh out the guide
lines ... " continued d'Errico. 

Brazeau proposed hiring a 
consultant with CPC funds to 
help the town come-up with a 
plan for affordable housing. 

increased global output despite 
decreased demand as a result of 
the recession. While I would like 
to review and consider die situa
tion more closely, 1 am inclined 
to support the USDA's enhanced 
efforts to alleviate the pain. 

JACK E. ROBINSON: 
Honestly, I ,,eed to learn more 
about this program. Being a 
proud alumnus of Northfield Mt. 
Hermon School in Northfield 
and Gill (where we always beat 
Deerfield Academy), l am sensi
tive to the concerns of our local 
dairies. However, I don't want aJl 
of the benefits going to Vetinont 
dairy farmers. So, I need to study 
this issue in more detail, and wel-

come the input of aJI II 
concerned. ■ 

ua.:! 
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Now BOOKING HOLIDAY PORTRAIT SESSIONS! 

BRITTNEY LEIGH PHOTOGRAPHY 

PORTRAITS & WEDDINGS 

413-563-6229 
8RITTN[YU1GHPHOTOGRA~HY@YAHOO.COM <lREENFIHD. MA 

Fresh Meats 
Deli 
Grocery 
Produce 

I COUNTRY CORNER STORE I 
44 Church Street 

Bernardston 
phone: 413-648-9340 

Email: cou ntrycornerstore@verizon.net 

open seven days, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Beer& Wine ... and much more! 

..... •······ .. • ............. A sumptuo~;· .. ·········• ............. . 
,, ..• •·· array of silk, heirloom whites, velveteen, ·•.., •. _ 

, { rayon, wool & Japanese printed cottons. ·i 
·•1 Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & scarves. ,/ 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
125 Main Street, Brattle~ro, VT 05301 ,·. 

. www.delectablemountaln.com i 
\... please visit our website or lhe store for even more .,.../ 

··--..... 1802) 257·4456 , ... •·· 
··········•·............... . ........................ . 
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THE NEIGHBORHOOD TOXICOLOGIST 

Getting to the Bottom of the BP A Controversy 
BY EMILY MONOSSON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
When asked to write about 
bisphenol A or BPA, I hesitated. 
I'd already written about it once. 
Hasn't eve1ybody? Tfyou missed 
the editoriaJ about BPA in last 
month's Sunday New York 
Times, you may have caught one 
in the Boston Globe, Newsweek, 
Consumer Reports, or a myriad 
of 011line biogs and e-zines. What 
more could I add? 

Unfortunately, plenty. rt seems 
as soon as one popular news arti
cle goes to press another scientu:. 
ic study expanding the universe 
of possible health effects caused 
by BPA is published. What is 
intriguing about BPA is its pres
ence in range of products, many 
of which cradle our food and 
drink. Not only that, but it's a 
chemical which readily breaks 
free from its solid matrix and 
leaches into those foods and 
drinks to the extent that over 95 
percent of the US population test
ed, have measureable concentra
tions of BPA in our urine. Since 
BPA tends to be rapidly metabo
lized (that is, it doesn't accumu
late like DDT or PCBs) these 
data suggest some constant low 
level exposure to the chemical. 

In rodent studies, BPA, a syn
thetic estrogen (back in the 
l 930s, it was almost developed 
as an estrogen, until DES was 
discovered), causes diabetes, 
weight gain, mammary gland 
cancer, early onset pube1ty in 
addition to infortilily and behav
ioral changes. Epidemiology 
studies have associated the chem
ical with-though not proven it to 
cause - heart disease and dia
betes, and, in the past month, 
infertility in industry workers and 
behavioral changes in toddlers 
born to mothers whose urine con
centrations during pregnancy 
mirror those in the general popu
lation. 

So what's the debate? 
Shouldn't this chemical just be 
banned? 

Traditionally, chemical testing 

and regulation falls upon the del
icate shoulders of innumerable 
laboratory animals, primarily rats 
and mice (though past practices 
are changing in order to 1·educe 
dependence on animal testing). 
So, you might wonder, if BPA 
causes all these effocts in animals 
and is associated with some sim
ilar efl~cts in humans, why is it 
still in our bottles, cans, and -
according to a re.cent analysis by 
John Warner of the 
WamerBabcock lnstitute tor 
Green Chemistry - in surprising
ly high amounts in some of those 
credit card receipts you shove 
into your wallet every time you 
use plastic to pay for your organ
ic greens? 

While no one denies that BPA 
is estrogenic and that it is in our 
foods and our bodies, some sci
entists question BPA's ability to 
cause harm at the concentrations 
lo which we are exposed, and 
question the relevance and lack 
of reproducibility of some of the 
studies' endpoints listed above. 
The ability to reproduce results is 
central to discerning the integrity 
of a scientific study. As a result of 
such concerns, two summary 
panel reports on BPAprepared by 
the Na6onal Toxicology Program 
(NTP) and by the Food and Drug 
Association (FDA) downplayed 
the risks earlier this year. 
(Although NTP called for more 
research and FDA's was a draft). 

Scientists, environmental 
advocacy groups, and the press 
wer:e quick to accuse the panels 
(which included scientists from 
all sectors of industry, govern
ment and environmental advoca
cy groups) of industry bias. In 
tum, some scientists on the pan
els defended their conclusions, 
suggesting instead "reverse bias'' 
by academic researchers vying 
for limited funding. There tends 
to be more funding for chemicals 
that loom large as public health 
threats, and the National 
Tnstitutes of Environmental 
Health Sciences, for exa111ple, 
recently committed $30 million 

to BPA research. 
Bisphenol A, after its demise 

as a new pham1aceutical, was 
resurrected in the fom1 of poly
carbonate plastic in 1953. With 
global BPA production and use of 
over six billion pounds a year, 
two billion pounds in the U.S. 
alone, there's ce1iainly room for 
skepticism - although, according 
to Chemical and Engineering 
News, of all BPA used in the US 
in 2007, only 3% was used for 
packaging. The rest is used in 
products unlikely to reach our 
digestive h·acL. 

Yet given that BPA is estro
genic, is known to leach from 
packaging into goods, and is 
measurable in almost all of us -
not to mention all the bad press -
why not just admit it's a problem 
and remove it, even if scientists 
are divided over the "true" 
impacts on lhe population? 

lndeed, many bottle makers 
have already replaced their poly
carbonate water bottles with 
another plastic product called 
"Tritan." (We can only hope 
they've learned from BPA when 
it came to testing for potential 
toxicity.) Unfortunately, when it 
comes to cans, according to a 
report prepared for the Investor 
Environmental Health Network, 
there are currently no BPA-free 
alternatives capable of replacing 
the epoxies used to coat metal 
food and drink cans. Although 
Eden Foods, an organic food 
provider, managed to phase out 
BPA years ago in favor of a natu
ral oleoresin product, they still 
use BPA epoxy to line cans for 
tomato-based products. The high
ly acidic nature degrades the ole
oresinous material, and the oleo
resin cans cost 14% more than 
traditional cans. 

Phasing out BPA from can lin
ers is di fficull but not impossible. 
And the ditliculty of doing so 
probably doesn't account for the 
apparent industTy-versus-aca
demic split when it comes to 
determining health risks of BPA. 
Perhaps industry's recalcitrance 

is more far
reaching than 
the bottom 
line for a sin
gle chemical. 

Some sci
entists sug
gest that 
industry's 
resistance to 
recognizing 
BPA's toxici
ty is more a 
question of 
addressing 
and overhauling an antiquated 
system of chemical testing that 
for too long has favored industry. 

I mentioned animal testing 
earlier - and it's far too large a 
topic to discuss here - but for 
decades. chemical testing has 
relied upon a regimen of toxicity 
tests requiring so many rats, and 
so many mice, and so much 
chemical. So much chemical, in 
fact, that an increasing number of 
scientists are suggesting that 
reliance upon high-dose testiDg in 
combination with a fixed set of 
endpoints (many determined 
decades ago) is archaic and inad
equate, and that unless these pro
tocols are changed, researchers 
will continue to miss chemicals 
capable of causing effects in very 
small and very relevant concen
trations. 

These tests are changing, with 
more sensitive endpoints being 
incorporated, particularly for 
esb·ogenic chemicals and other 
endocrine-disrupting chemicals. 
But it has taken over a decade to 
implement these changes - far 
too slow a timeline when it 
comes to toxicity in consumer 
goods. 

Yet even when additional, 
more sensitive endpoints are 
incorporated into standard toxici
ty test protocols - according to 
Dr. L. Earl Gray, Research 
Biologist and Team Leader, 
Reproductive Toxicology 
Division, US EPA, whose studies 
or endocrine-disrupting chemi
cals like BPA are highly regarded 

-many of the 
endpoints 
that have 
raised con
cern about 
BPA expo
sure just can't 
be repro
duced. 

Said Gray, 
"Standard 
and enhanced 
multigenera
tional studies 
[required of 

industry] are negative for low
dose eflects, and many academic 
studies were positive .... Several 
of the multigenerational studies 
have added low-dose groups, 
estrogen-sensitive endpoints, and 
tried to replicate the low-dose 
effocts [of academic studies] to 
no avail..." 

It's enough to make a toxicol
ogist's head spin. So is it or isn't 
it a health risk? That's the 30 mil
lion dollar question. 

Maybe in a decade or so BPA 
will be one more example for the 
scientific nip-flopper pile, along 
with fiber, mammograms, and 
therapeutic estrogens. The FDA's 
final report on BPA is due out this 
month, and Consumer Reports 
published an investigation of 
BPA in canned goods in this 
month's issue. These reports, 
along with a recently introduced 
legislative bill to ban BPA, will 
surely spice up the debate. 
Though I tossed the bottles, I'm 
keeping the cans - at least for 
now. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE 
WENDEll POUCE lOG 

Landlord Issues 
Thursday, II/12 
Locke Hill Road rc~idcnt reported 
finding residence's tear ~tiding door 
handle broken :md d.oor 5Jightly 
open. Nothing 1nissing. unknown lf 
enLry was made. 
Tuesday, II/24 
Old Farley Road rcsidenr having 
issues wirli landlord. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

llldld I manage I create I 413,522.4808 

Discover Your 

Stillness 

Muscular Therap_y 
Sound Healing 
Doula Services 

413-658-5 782 
kayoungsoundhealing@ 

wildblue.nef 

I 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 

ij Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Ariisls encouraged to inquire 
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EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Storm Damage Restoration Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 
Cabling & Bracing 

I! Owner 
Shade Tree Maintenance I! Climber 
Tree Removal I! Insured 
Stump Grinding 

Wendell • 978-544-7452 
www.mattedwardstree.com 
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ILLUSTRATION f: 
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COPY WRITING (;
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INTERNET MARKETING f.' 
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H2 
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413 303"9193 
www.h~·9m.com 

.ADIATOR = 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ropane Rouc·e 2, Gi 
illi!ig 863-4049 l-~00-439-40 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: gen is less in older people, and 
the antibodies are less able to 
attach to Lhe antigen. These 
changes may partly explain 
why pneumonia, intluenza, 
infectious endocarditis, and 
tetanus are more common 
among older people and cause 
death more often. These 
changes may also partly explain 
why vaccines are less effective 
in older people. 

ankylosing spondylitis. 

Immune System Check • Diabetes, which is also 
more common with increasing 
age, can also lead to decreased 
immunity. 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTl 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I seem to be 
gett;ng sick a lot lately. and I'm 
worried my imtnune system isn Y 

working proparf;t Could that be 
a reason? 

A diminished immune sys
tem could be the cause of your 
problems. Go to your doctor for 
a check-up and diagnosis. 

The immune system is a net
work of cells, tissues, and 
organs that work together to 
defend Lhe body against attacks 
by organisms such as bacteria, 
parasites, and fi.ingi that can 
cause infections. 

The cells that are part of this 
defense system are white blood 
ceJls, or leukocytes. Foreign 
substances that invade the body 
are called antigens. 

No two individuals have the 
same immune system. Some 
people seem to be dressed in a 
suit of armor against infections. 
while others get floored when
ever there are bugs about. 

When il comes to gem1s, get
ting older has advantages and 

disadvantages. 
As we age, our immune sys

tems develop defenses against 
antigens. We acquire antibodies 
lo the germs we've defeated in 
the past. Because of this phe
nomenon, adults tend to get 
fewer colds than children. 

Now for some of the bad 
news: 

• The 1hymus, which is local
ed behind the breastbone, is one 
of the Organs of the immune 
system. The thymus is where 
immune cells - white blood 
cells - called T lymphocytes (T 
cells) mature. The thymus 
begins to shrink when we arc 
young adults. By middle age, it 
is only about IS percent of its . . 
maXUOlUll Sin::. 

• Some T cells kill antigens 
directly. Others help coordinate 
other pans of the immune sys
tem. Although the 1mmber of T 
cells does not decrease with 

Carfoonish and 
lllushatou Wanted 
Jf you would like to apply 

your graphjc skills to some 
editorial cartooning for your 
local co111J1iunjty newspaper, 
please send a sample of your 
work. lo the Montague 
Reporter at 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376, or 
to: reporter@montag11ema.ne1. 
For more information, call 
( 413) 863-8666. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUCE lOG 
Breaking and Entering, Two Locations 

Tt!-esday, 11/24 Thursday, II/26 red jt'tp on MoLtntain 
2:30 p.111. R.eporr of 9:l2 a.m. 911 call Roadand in a cemetery. 
low wires acfotesecdon from a. Reynolds Street Gone upon arrival. 
of Maple A11cnuc and address. Subject rans- Sun~y. II/29 
Route 2, Fadey atca. poctt>d co _Baysc:.uc 9:30 n.m. Arrcstl'.'d. 
Cl1eckcd same, Franklin Mcdic31 
observed rraffic and Ccnr.l'r. 
tractor trailers. Wire- 11:09 a.m. Report of a 
WllS ac proper height. two or three car crash warrant. 
Wednesdayi II/25 on West Main Street. Monday, II/30 
l I:22 a.111. Rcptm;; of Pound to be a si,1glc car 6:00 p.m. Report of 
vandalism at t:l,c Er,,ing ci:ash into 11 rclcphon..- pa5t breaking and 
/ Millc~-s Falls Bridge. pole. Erving fire and cmcring into a cabin .at 
12: IO p.m. Report of Orhnge ambulance Laurel Lak~. Nothing 
pnst breaking 3nd respondccl. t,,kcn. cabio left 
entering ;it ~ North 3155 p.m. Report of di~heveled. 
Shore Road address. crrntic operar-ion of ll 

aging, T-cell function decreas
es. This causes parts of the 
immune system to weak.en and 
increases the risk for becoming 
ill. 

• Macrophages, which are 
white blood cells that ingest 
antigens, don't work as quickly 
as they used to. This slowdown 
may be one reason that cancer 
is more common among older 
people. 

• There are fewer white 
blood cells capable of respond
ing to new antigens. Thus, when 
older people encounter a new 
antigen, the body is less able to 
remember and defend against it. 

• The amount of antibodies 
produced in response to an anti-

• Later in lite, the immune 
system also seems to become 
less tolerant of the body's own 
cells. Sometimes an autoim
mune disorder develops; nor
mal tissue is mistaken for non
self tissue, and immune cells 
attack certain organs or tissues. 
Among the autoimmune disor
ders are: lupus, rheumatoid 
arthritis, scleroderma, and 

There are immunizations 
that are important as we get 
older. Adull tetanus immuniza
tions should be given every 10 
years; a booster may be given 
sooner if there is a dirty wound. 

Your health care provider 
may recommend other immu
nizations, including 
Pneumovax (to prevent pneu
monia or its complications), flu 
vaccine, hepatitis immuniza
tion, or others. These optional 
immunizations are not neces
sary for all older people, but a!'e 
appropriate for some. 
Jf"you hllve a quesrion, write ro 

.fi·ed@healrhygeeze,:com 

DEFERRED PAYMENT LOANS FOR 
HOME REPAIRS AT 0% INTEREST 

HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

(HRA) is currently applying fot• funding for the Towns of Ashfield, Buckland, 
Conway, Leyden, Monroe, Northfield, Sunderland, and specific target areas in 
Montague and Orange. 

Income eli~ble applicants who qualify for a full-deferred payment loan will 
be able to borrow up to $35,000.00. This is a 0% interest, deferred payment 
loan, the loan is secured by a lien placed on your property, and th.e loan is due 
when you sell or transfer the property. 

The goal of this program is to enable low- to moderate·income homeowners 
to bring their homes into code compliance, 
improve handicap accessibility, make needed 
repaii-s, and weatherize their homes. 

Homeowners mttst have an a,nnu,al 
gross income equal to or less than 

the following a,m .. 04n-ts: 

Number in Annual Gross 
Household Income 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

$43,450.00 
$49,700.00 
$55,900.00 
$62,100.00 
$67,050.00 
$72,050.00 
$77,000.00 
$81,950.00 

, 

If you are Interested in applying 
for the Housing Rehab program 

please call Charity Day 
at ( 413) 863-9781 X 132 

or email at cday@fchra.org. 
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Patrick Smith 
CSSL # 100236 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

Montague, MA 01351 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

l\J:~LE 
274Rt.2,Gill 

• heated clothing •used bikes 
• boots • gloves £4131863-9543 

Allan • David 
email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 

WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

• accessories 
• gift certificates 

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

23 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

I 80 Main Street. Greenfield• 413-774-3500 • greenf/eld@covvcatprintshop.com 

OME SIT BY THE FIRE! 

REAKFAST, LUNCH 
& DINNER 

Now Serving 
Beer & Wt11e 

Route 2, Gill • 
413~863-8210 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLtCTIBLE.S • DECORA_TJVE.S 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Opell 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

A Custom ouch 
Intenorl Exterior Painting & Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 
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Greenfield Romps on Turkey Day a quick J 9 yardS on a draw play 
10 move Tu111ers into Greenfield 
territory at the 36-yard line. 
Bastarache ran a keeper on 4th 
and 8, but came up a little short 
at the 30-yard line. 

BY LEE CARIGNAN caught everyone by surprise 
TURNERS FALLS - except the Turners players, who 
Greenfield High defeated promptly recovered tlle ball to 
Turners Falls 27-8 in the 83rd give the team great field position 
annual Thanksgiving Day game at the Greenfield 42-yard line. 
at Bourdeau Pield. The Green Tun,ers attacked Green field, 
Wave defense put pressure on with running back Tim Carlisle 
Turners all afternoon, crowding gaining four yards on tJ1e first 
the line of scrimmage, trying to play, and almost breaking the 
force Ttui1ers to try for big plays play for a big gain. 
in the passing game, somethi11g The Green Wave defense 
Turners has been unable to do all tightened up on the ensuing 
year. plays, forcing Turners to turn the 

Greenfield's game plan ball over on downs, and denying 
worked, as Turners could only Turners the chance to capitalize 
muster one first down in the first on good field position. 
half, and had to get a late score On their first possession, 
to avoid being shut out entirely. Greenfield picked up a couple of 

Greenfield sta11ed the game first downs, but two penalties 
with an onside kick, which caused the drive to stall, forcing 

TOWN OF MONTAGUE INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
UNITY PARK IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMTSSTON 

The Town of Montague, Parks and Recreation Commission, will 
hold an infonnational meeting on Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Montague Public Safety Building's Community 
Room,, Turnpike Road, Montague, MA. 

The purpose of this meeting is to invite the residents of Montague 
to attend a presentation ofihe proposed improvements to Unity Park 
·by the designer, Berkshire Design Group. The presentation will pro
vide residents an overview of the pr~ject, including all proposed 
i11Jprovements to the park. 

The Town of Montague intends to apply for a Community 
O1:Velopment Block Grant (COBO) for the construction of the proj
ect in the FY 2010 CDBG application. The town will contract with 
the Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) to administer the Community Development Block Grant 
Program. The HRA will be available to discuss the application 
process, 

The Parks and Recreation Commission wishes to encourage local 
citizens to attend the meeting where any person or organization wish
ing to be heard will be afforded the oppo11unity. 

Deerfield Valley Heating 
and Cooling, Inc. 

Want to save money and energy? 
We will meet any other contractor's price with a 
furnace or boiler of equal or better efficiency. 

That's right!!! 
Superior Lennox quality and careful attention to lfNN!JD. 
installation detail at installed prices that will not be beat! 

• •• JI 

Don't forget lo as!, us-nlx>ut energy use am1lyses, tas: crLtlits and 
iuno"~tive gl'Vlhenu.11 heat pump A11(] ~olar sy~te111., 

ov,1 IC Im~ bf•,!11 ow,wtl 11.11d ope1~11ed for over 1 1 yem·s h_v Jean and P1111I 
VoilauJ of Montague Center. 

30J Wells Sti·eet Greenfield, MA OJ301 
418-774-7672---- 413-77'1•-7699(fax.) 

the Green Wave to punt. 
Turners' Ryan Wilder returned 
the punt to the 35-yard line. 
However, Turners once again 
failed to convert a first down, 
and had to punt again. Turners' 
John Ollari boomed a 55-yard 
punt to force Greenfield back to 
their I I-yard line. 

It looked like Turners defense 
was going to pin Greenfield 
back deep in their territory with 
a key sack, but a personal fmtl 
penalty on T-t1rners gave 
Greenfield 15-yards and a first 
down. This setback seemed to 
take the life out of the Turners 
defense and give Greenfield 
momentum. 

Two plays later, Greenfield 
fullback Connor Nolan sprinted 
down the right side for a 52-yard 
touchdown, to give Greenfield a 

7-0 lead, with 45 seconds to play 
in the first quarter. 

Early in the second quarter, 
Tumers went three-and-out and 
ptmted the ball back to 
Greenfield once again. The 
Green Wave got a first dO\.vn 
from Nolan. Zach Butynslci fol
lowed with a nice run to set 
Greenfield up with a first down 
at the Turners 40-yard line. 

quarterback Shawn Parsons fin
ished off the drive with a 40-
yard touchdown pass to Adam 
Wroblewski to put Greenfield up 
14-0. 

Alter an exchange of posses
sions, Turners recejved the ball 
at rn.idfield with a great opporlu
uity to close the gap before hall:. 
time. However, Eric Bastarache 
threw an interception on a half
back option, giving Greenfield 
another chance to score before 
the half, and Butynski took Cull 
advantage on a draw play, 
exploding down the field for a 
41-yarcl touchdown to give 
Green.field a commanding 21-0 
lead. 

Greerrfield got the ball to start 
off the second half. They drove 
past midfield, but Turners forced 
them into a fourth-down situa
tion. The Green Wave attempted 
a fake punt, but Turners was 
ready for it and stopped them on 
downs. Then, Bastarache gained 

POSITION AVAfLABLli: -ADMINJSTRATJVE ASSISTANT 
111e Town of Gill seeks on administrative assistant. Performs admin
istrative work related IQ the implementation of town policies, provid
ing aid to the Selectboatd, departments and committees in the opera
tion oftovm bustness. Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor's Degree in 
administration, bl.lsiness or related field, plus three years of mw1icipal 
experience and/or ofilce administration, or an equ.ivalent combination 
of education and experience. Knowledge of computers, Microsoft 
Office software, small networks and municipal finance, budgeting, 
and persoru1el laws essential. This is a 37.5 to 40 hour positi;m, with 
competitive salary and benefits. Job description and npplicat-ions 
available at the Town Clerk's Office, 325 Main Road, Gill, MA 01354 
or ar wwvv'.gillmass.org. Applications due by 12/J 6. Gill is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Emergency Assistance 

Friday, ll/27 
7:Z9 p.m. CrnniaaJ 
complaint 

01a1g~d wirh opcl'1'ti11g 
~ moror vehicle with 11 

su~pcm:lrd lke,rs<>. 

10:35 p.m. Annoying 
phone cill complaint on 
Boyle Road. 
Saturday, II/28 
12:3 I a.u,. Erraric 
operar.or co111pln.inr on 
F'rq1ch King HighwRy. 
Monday, 11/30 
I :20 p.m. Report of a 

trafai' h;rza.cd oo fund, 
King L-lighway. 
J:ZO p.m. Assisted with 
a.medical emergency oo 
Dole R-0ad. 

9:53 p.m. Welfare rheck 
of p<!>ssiblc suidclal subs 
i~ct on Oak Scr,cc. 

Greenfield scored again in the 
fourth quarter on a tive-yard 
touchdown run by Butynslci to 
plll the Green Wave up 27-0. 

Turners avoided the shutout 
with a last-minute touchdown 
rw1 from Tim Carlisle, from two 
yards out. Jeremy Mru1kowsky 
connected with Ba'ltarache on a 
65-yard pass completion to set 
up the touchdown. Turners made 
the two-point conversion to fin
ish oui the scoring. 

Eric Bastarache led 1'umers 
with 43 yards rushing. Tim 
Carlisle had 42 yards and a 
touchdown. Quru1crback Jeremy 
Man.kowsky had one completion 
in seven attempts for 65 yards. 

Zach Butynski led Greenfield 
with 123 yards rushing and two 
touchdowns. He was named the 
game MVP. 

The loss is Turners' third in a 
row against Greenfield, after 
upsetting them 14-8 in 2006. 
Tumers hasn't beaten Greenfield 
at home since 1981, and have 
only beaten the Green Wave four 
times over the last three decades, 
winning in 1981, 1984, 1996, 
and 2006. 

ln the early years of tbe rival
ry - 1927 to 1949 - Turners was 
very competitive with 
Greenfield, winning six times 
a:nd tying Greentieldseven times 
with only ten defeats-. From 
1965 to 1984, Turners had a very 
respectable 9-L 1 record against 
Greenfield. Unfortunately, over 
the last 30 yeats it has become a 
one-sided rivalry. 

With the loss, Turners finish
es lbe season with a disappoint
ing 1-9 record. Tl1e defense 
played well for most of the year, 
but Turners could not get con
sistency on otlense, to put it 
mildJy. 

Turners scored only 50 points 
all year, did not have any touch
downs through the air, and only 
made 41 completions on 177 
attempts. Hope[uJly tbe team 
can continue rebuilding for a 
stronger showing in 20 I 0. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SINCE 1888 

.H.Ri 
159 Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 
01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Pf R~~~Rl mJ~R~, WlllG ~ tSlHltb, W~RHBl1b rnmr 

~ 
itEA?ING•COOllNG·PLUMBING 

' !l 

540 Ni;irthfi:eld Rd., Bernardston J,800-327-9992 
www.countryoiLcom 41J-648-9!ll2 

~aissance IB~ilders 

~ Annual 
'~ Heating 

SVStem 
Cleaa11111 

~ Plumblnt 
'Jfi Repairs 

~. LICENSED 
,cg ncH

NICIANS 

~IYl10588 (MAI 

~litp, 5-eftsmanship, eriginal Cihought 

390 Main Road, Cill MA 01354 
413.863.8316 

www. renbuild.nct 

-B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RO. ♦ 413-863-223& 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MAS$ JH$P£C110N STATION: NO, '3051 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Mair, Street 
North field, MAO 1360 

Oifice:413-4ga-0207 
Ofc.foA:413~91kl20il 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald Home Fhone-.41 Hl63-916<> 
l\8R,CRS.<'-PRO,GRI, SRES,CBl'l '1ome fa)\';4 I 3•863-0216 

REALTOR' Ett,ail bedsonl P'!omcasl.ne: 

"My Office is Always Open to You!" 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 
Department, Sloan Theater. 
Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday 
at 5 p.m. $8, or $5 for stu
dents and seniors. Continues 
12/11 to 12/13. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ben 
and Ansel have a Holiday Party! DJs, 
9:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 
The Greenfield Community 
College Peace and Social Jusllce 
Club & The Traprock Center for 
Peace and Justice present: John 
"Dr. T' Tierney, and selections 
from his most recent CD, Bone 
Therapy. At Traprock Center for 
Peace & Justice, Miles St. 
Greenfield. 

Live jazz every Thursday at 
Ristorante DiPaolo, Turners 
Falls. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 863-
4441. 

THRU DECEMBER 6th 
The Gallery at Hallmark, 
Avenue A, Turners Falls: 
Michael Zide photography 
display /1/uminated Ground. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th 
Country Christmas 
with The Don 
Campbell Band at 
Turners Falls High 
School Theater. $15 
for advance tickets, 
$20 at the door. 
www.thegmef.org, 

Monthly 
Scandinavian work
shop/dance ser1es, 
Montague Grange, 
Montague Center. 
Open request danc
ing follows teaching. 

Deja Brew, Wedndell: Cosmic Moxa, Hip, 
modern, worldbeat, funk, 9 to 11 p.m, 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Jonathan Scott & the Blazing Hearts, 
rocken country, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12th 
Annual Make-It-Yourself Family Craft 
Fair al the Montague Grange, 10 lo 3 
p.m. Guided craft activities for all ages 
lo make great gifts! Cool jewelry and 
jewelry boxes, beeswax candles, paint
ed glass ornaments, gnomes, paper 
crafts, picture frames, lavender 
sachets, and lots more. Proceeds to 
benefit the Montague Grange Building 
Fund. Info & directions: 
www.MontagueMA.net/Montague_ Grange 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House: 

At the Rendezvous; Turners 
Falls: Falltown String Band with 
Kenny Butler. 7:30 p.m. No 
cover. 

On S11tt1rdr!Jf Dcct111be,· 12th at N p.111., tht W'r.11ddl 1'11/l ,\110011 C,![/te All levels of experi-
f-Jo11se is Jiti,!~ up the rlt111cr..Jloor 11iith local heroes MasJ. Pmd11rtio11.' ence are welcome! 

Mass. Production, a reggae, hip-hop, 
dub conglomerate that has earned a 
well-deserved reputation for creating 
the dance experience you've been 
looking for. Benefit for Good 
Neighbors. In Old Town Hall, Wendell 
center. Open Mic begins at 7:30 p.m. 
www.wendellfullmoon.org. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Kellianna, 
Acoustic rock, 8 to 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Montague Community Band Holiday 
Concert at the 1st Congregational 
Church, Montague. 7:30 p.m. Free. 

At the-Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Jim 
Olsen's Rendezvous Ramble at 7 p.ni. 
and High Count,x Low-Fi with Jeffrey 
Foucault and friends. 9 p.rn. $5 cover. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Metal Show with Orphius Lyre and The 
Package, 9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Occam's Razor. 
Join Dan Putnam and company for 
some Rock, Reggae & Funk, 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 4th & 5th 
Youth Theatre performance: The Lion, 
the Witch. and the Wardrobe by C.S. 
Lewis will be presented by Starlight's 
Youth Theatre at 7 p.m. at Hopkins 
Academy, Route 9, Hadley. $5. Info: 

No partner necessary. 
2 to 5 p.m. Christmas 

starlighlyouththeatre. wordpress.com dance party featuring your requests. 
or (413) 586-9741 $10 I $8 students, sen

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: 
Princess Mononoke. Astonishing 
anime fable directed by Hayao 
Miyazaki. 7:30 p.m. Music before the 
movie at 7 p,n,. Friday: Leo T Baldwin. 
Real hilltown mus.le. Saturday: Abdul 
Saki & New Roo!s. Reggae. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5th 
Greenfield Center School Rumpus - a 
colossal arts and crafts event for ages 1 
to 100, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Art and craft 
workshops for children 3 to 12. Artists 
and crafters from New England, selling 
hand-created wares. Food, silent auc
Uon, admissions open house and 
demonstrations. www.centerschool.net. 

At the Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Nature Crafts with Rachel Roberts. 
Join educator Rachel Roberts and 
make a variety of seasonal projects 
using things found in nature. This class 
Is geared towards young school-aged 
children. Free, 10 to 11 a.m. 

At the Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Learn to draw wildlife! 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Annie Chappell, local artist will be on 
hand to teach young people about 
wildlife drawing. Pre-register for this 
event by December 1st. Call (413) 863-
3221 to register. 

Montague Holiday Concert at the First 
Congregational Church, Turners Fails. 
Free admission, 7:30 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Suzee's Lost & Found Fashion Show, 
big screen Simulcast and Dance Partyl 
Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, M111ers Falls: 
John Sheldon & Blue Streak, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ghost Quartet, 
Jazzy Blues, 9 to 11 p.rn. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 5th & 6th 
Steve Martin's play, Picasso al the 
Lapin Agile. presented by the 
Greenfield Community College Theater 

iors, low income. Info: 
(802) 451-1941 
http://montaguescan
dia.org 

Community Carol Sing 
at the Montague 
Congregational 
Church, 6 lo 7 p.m. All 
are welcomed. 

Al the 
Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 
The Warblers 
and The Original 
Cowards, lndie, 
experimental, 
garage rockl No 
cover, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, 
Wedndell: 
Richard Chase 
Group, acoustic 
driven originals, 9 
-11 p.m. 

At the Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: Pat 
LaMountain CD release 
party of her twelve-song 
project A Few Miles 
Later. The party starts at 
6 p.m., and her band will 
begin around 7 p.m. 

7 0111 Gwrol/ al tht Great F11l/s (,nj/11e 
tfouse 011 Flidtf)', Dt(~!llber I 1th tit 7 

/wt. To111 i.r "" arco111plishrdji11gm!)•l1, 
g11it,11i.fl Jl!bu /JoJ hem pnjor111i11g fllld 

Route 63 
Roadhouse, 
Millers Falls: 

MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 7th 
At the Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: Sally 

twmi,g the U11itetl Sftlf~;_Ji,r the pa.rt 25 
y·ars, l lls .rhmn iJtd11dc tl~111mt, ~/ _lo/k, 

rock a11d clossiml ;11ilt1t JD1lt.r. 

Turn It Loose, 
rockers their 
only area show, 
9::30 p.m. 

Bellerose and Gail Thomas read new 
poetry and fiction. 7 p.m. Free. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8th 
Al the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Graft night. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bok 
Choy Jazz. 8 p.m., no cover. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range, rock 
out with Betsy, Mark and Bruce to clas
sic rock & dance music, 8 to 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11th 
Open House and 10th Anniversary cel
ebration at the Visitor Center, 
Greenfield. 5 to 8 p.m. Great holiday 
gifts, local crafts, food, vendor demos, 
free raffles. 

Great Falls Coffee House: Tom Carroll 
Holiday Concert. 7 p.m. in the Great 
Hall of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls. Doors open at 
6:30 p.ni. Coffee & homemade baked 
goods will be available. The museum 
and Museum Store will be open during 
intermission, Sliding scale donation: $6 
to $12; children free, 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
12th & 13th 
Montague the Montague Farm Zen 
House is holding a weekend workshop, 
Leadership with the Alinsky Method of 
Community Organizing with Alisa 
Glassman, lead organizer for Action in 
Montgomery. Sat 9 to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday 9 to 3 p.m. at 177 Ripley Road, 
Montague. Sliding scale; $0 to 100. 
Info: Karen (413) 367 5275 or 
-karen@zenpeacemakers.com 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19th 
Santa's Breakfast at the Montague 
Elk's Lodge, Turners Falls. 7 to 11 a.m. 
$6, or $3 for kids. 

HOT SPOT THI UITH 
MONDAYS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.rn. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

'THURS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night 6 to 8 p.m. 

Froe (<'xcrpt so111e t,ips), open lo /,m,/ 
ttMs. Jq111c fF(j11ire per,mssio/1 .<lips. 

Info: .fared at 863-9559. 
Hoc Spor Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Srttcr. Turne.rs Fall,;, \)137(, 
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\/, 111111 wl ! lull 711l'<1lc1 

POlH~lf Pl[TURf S 
Friday & Saturday 

December 4th & 5th, 7:30 p.m. 
PRINCESS MONONOKE 

A lush visionary caulionary parable about the 
clash between nature and machine. Anime with 
voices of Claire Danes, Minnie Driver, Billy Bob 

Thorton. 1997. PG13. Color. 115 min. 

Music before the movie 7 p,m. 
Fri. Leo r. Baldwin-- real hilltown music 
Sat. Abdul Baki & New Roots - reggae 

51 B • S b 5. 89 

e 
GREENFIEt.D 

6-AVU~~ 
CINEMAS 

Main St. Greenfield. MA 
413-77 4-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Wednesday\ Dec. 4th to Thursday, Dec 10th 

I. BROTHERS R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 in DTS sound 
WED. F"RJ, SM, SUN 12:00 J:00 
2. OLD DOGS PG in DTS sound 
DAILY 6:3() 9:00 
WED, FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
3. 2012 PGl3 
DAILY 6:30 9:30 in DTS so1ond 
WEO, FRI, SA·I: SUN 12:00 3:00 
4. PLANET SJ 
DAILY 6;45 9;15 
WED,FRl,SA"J;SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. NINJA ASSASSrN R 
OAJI.Y 6:45 9:15 
WED, f'RI, SAT. SUN 12: 15 3: 15 
6. THE BLIND SIDE PGl3 
DAJLY 7:00 9)45 in DTS suw1d 
WEO. FRI, SKI'. SUN 12;30 3:30 
7. TWILIGHT: NEW MOON 
DAILY 7 9:45 P.Gl3 in DTS s,Hmd 
WED. FRJ. SAT. SUN 12:30 3:30 

Fine Ww.e 

f'riday, 12/4 9 - 11 p.m. 
Ou.am'~ °Ro.;of 

Dan PulJiam & Co. 
Saturday, 12/59 - 11 p.rn. 
'A Gho~f ~'-'o(fe.f Jaizy Blues 
with a taste of lisl figlit swing 

'rhur~day, 12/10 8 1010 p.m. 
f(e.e. ~onge. 

Classic Hock & Dat1ce Music 

9 78-544-BRE W 
57A Lockes ViJJage Road 
Nut /Q 1/w lilenrll!II C1l1111try Blore 

TtllRS: 12/317:30 PM I FREE 
Falltown String Band 

FR~ 12/41 
7 PM I FREE: Jim Olsen's Rendezvous 

Ramble (honky-tonk DJin'J 
9 PM I $5: High Country. low-fl 

w. Jeffrey Foucault and friends. 

SAT: 12/519:30 PM I FREE 
Suzee's lost· Found Fashion Show 
Big-screen simulcast & Dance party! 

MON: 12171 
6 PM I FREE: Pat and Tex laMountain 

CD release party 
7 PM I FREE: Sally Bellerose and 

Gail Thomas poetry & fiction 

ll TIIRD STREU 
'TUIIIEIISFW.S. MA 

~t= 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Ill~ 
IIIG&COOUNG 

123 Avenue A • Tum-ers Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

~-!Q.~ (413)863-2295 ~.~ 

The~ill TaveRn 
Come FOR a dRink, STa!s-J FOR a meal 

nw 'l',i\'crH ,c""~ fort: mark· r,11111 fresh i11i:rcdic11I~ 
1111<>,11> h>e;ill) pm1l11rt~I) i11 au a11no~phcr<· 1ha1 lc>,11:1> 

Ir wnd,lup. < ,mltlilrrllll, 1111,I ""l~•<'I l<,r <JUI' ,·11l'ir,11111w111. 
l-'1111 ha,· ❖ ( :r\':11 w11I~ h•I ❖ Tht l'roplc\ l'i1,1 hc<•1 <>111:1p! 

Opc·11 \\'nl-Su11 "' .i 11111 
11111, .1 h~l-(illta1·,·111.t·nn, 

:illli ~•l;1i11 lld. (:ill. \Ii\ 
'ti' W\,81i!·l.!JOOli 

:-, LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
-,~ 

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

CONVERTED TO DVD, 
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

BIii & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 
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Local Nature Notes .Jj 
Berries on trees and shrubs. 

Many of Turners Falls' street 
trees are studded with bright 
berries this year! Keep an eye 
on them throughout the winter, 
as they will become feeding 
stations for overwintering and 
migrating birds. 

the sun rises at about 7:00 a.m. 
and sets at 4: 15 p.m. By the 
beginning of January, sunrise 
will come about 20 minutes 
later and sunset a bit later, too, 
at about 4:30. 
Learn more: 

Gearing Up for a Wonderful 
Winter, Part II 

Sunday, December 6th, I :00 
to 4:00 p.m. 

Northfield Mountain 

an in-depth look at the 
Deerfield River with great 
interviews regarding its past, 
present and future. At the Great 
Falls Discovery Center m 
Turners Falls. Free. 

What's that tree? How to 
identify common trees in win
ter! 

December 19th, 1 :00 to 2:00 
p.m. 

Robin ill IVint~r Crabapple 

People counting birds. From 
December 14th to January 5th, 
tens of thousands of volunteers 
across the country will partici
pate in the 110th Christmas 
Bird Count, an annual census 
of wild birds. Participants iden
tify and count as many birds as 
they can within an assigned 
area on one day. The data thus 
compiled since 1900 makes 
this one of the all-time great 
citizen science initiatives. See 
below for information about 
joining a counting circle near 
here or visit 
www.audubon.org to learn 
more. 

Education Center invites you to 
enjoy the camaraderie and 
motivation of a group to get 
ready for winter outdoor fun. 
This program includes a hike 
led by Beth Bazler to learn the 
Northfield Mountain trail sys
tem. Bring an exercise mat, 
water, hearty trail snacks and 
hiking or ski poles if you have 
them. For ages 12 and up. For 
more details and to register, 
call (800) 859-2960. 

Come learn how to identify 
a tree without its leaves. You 
wilt learn about tree shape, 
bark, and buds of our local 
trees. This presentation is 
geared towards folks 12 years 
of age and older. At the Great 
Falls Discovery Center in 
Turners Falls. Free. 

BY JEN AUDLEY 
TURNERS FALLS - Two full 
moons this month! An espe
cially bright one earlier this 
week, followed by another on 
New Year's Eve, December 
31st. The I unar cycle for us 
Earthlings is 29.5 days, so 
every once in a while we see 
two full moons in one calendar 
month. The last tjme this hap
pened was in May 2007. 

Brown fields, green lawns. 
By now, most roadside and 

meadow grasses have died and 
gone to seed, but many lawns 
and playjng fields are still 
green. Most of the lawn, or 
"turf" grasses planted in U.S. 
yards are not native species, 
which means they're not adapt
ed to New England's climate, 
and they don't "know" when to 
die. Lawn-owners further com
plicate matters by mowing, fer
tilizing and watering. Mossy 
lawns, however, stay naturally 
green throughout the winter. 

Daylight lengthening after 
the 21st. Day length dwindles 
each day until the Winter 
Solstice, then starts to increase 
in small increments. Right now 

Special Screening of ''The 
Deerfield, a Working River" 

Thursday, December 17th, 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Come view thjs film pro
duced by Riverbank Media. It's 

Christmas Bird Count 
December 7 9th, all day 
Join the longest continuous

ly running collection of bird 
data in the area. Contact Dave 
Small for additional informa
tion and to participate in this 
nationwide annual event: (978) 
413-1772 or dave@dhsmall.net 
Millers Rjver Education Center 
I Athol Bird and Nature Club. 

Steep Rooves Off er Certain Advantages 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS - Below, 
photos of three buildings taken 
while under construction, two of 
them in Turners Falls. All three 
buildings show similar con
struction in that they have rather 
steeply pitched roofs. 

Flat roofed buildings were 
once all the rage, when Frank 
Lloyd Wright came out with his 
flat roofed marvels - the 

famous, 'Falling 
Waters'. Most of 
them leaked like 
sieves. Falling 
Waters was built on 
a ledge, cantilevered 
out over a waterfall, 
hence the name. The 
can ti levered sections 
sagged immediately, 
followed by leaks in 
the flat roof. It con-

'Prairie' houses, and his most tinued to do so until 

The ne,v Greenfield Savings Bank b11i/c/ing has a pitched 
roef and wide overhangs remimscent of the railroad station 
that once graced tlJZs plot of land The ovl'rhang sheltered 
travelers as th~y gathered to board trains. 

The bttildingpictured above 1vas under constmction in the 
village of Blalka in the Tatra IJJOtttztains of Polanr~ 
taken 1vhen I toured the cottntry with 11ry daughter 
Deborah. The steep pitched roof zs standard consimction 
to avoid collapse _from heavr sno1JJs. The overhang is 
designed to keep sn01JJ sliding q// the roof _from hmying 
the side (;_/ the ho11se and af!.yone oulside JJJhen the snoiv 
slid efj,' acc01-ding to Re1J. Charles DiMascola qf Ottr 
Lacfy of Czestochowa in Turners. This rype of archiiec
t11re was nol a design of a,ry architect, he said, but rather 
sin-;p!J' the common sense construction ef Polish carpenten: 

Falling Waters was in 
danger of being 
renamed Falling in the 
Water. That $2300 
house is being recon
structed to the tune of 
several million dol
lars. 

In the meantime, 
Wright fostered wide
spread inspiration in a 
great many admiring 

archjtects who began designing 
flat roofed buildings, like the 
Greenfield High School, which 
began to leak shortly after com
pletion. The Greenfield High 
School now, again, needs anoth
er new roof, plus repairs to the 
building to remediate water 
damage. The reason given for 
flat roof design by most archi
tects was, "Everyone's doing it." 

'The chapel under construction at the Polish cemete1y in 
T11rners Falls aLw sports a pitched roef: The design isfro111 
a drmving 1?)1 DiMascola ef a building rypical ef the Taira 
Mountains, and is being constructed t?Y volunteers kd t?Y 
Lany Krq111as, a parishoner. More about the cbapel'.r con
strnction (stained glass 1vind02vs, stecpk, etc.), later, in a 
more conrprehensi/111 sto,y as the chapel nears completion. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

I BAKER=-> 
Office Supply 

Great Gifts for the Holiday 
Stocking Stuffcrs, Art Supplies, Polish Pottery 

50% Off C.ir<ls, Gift \\/rap, an<l Decorative Bags 
Shop Locally this 1-Ioliday Season 

310 Main Street, Greenfield • 413~774~2345 

daily soups and lunch specials! 

4 Main Road, Gill 

dynamic caffeination 
warm friendly service 
brown bag catering 

Mon - Fri 6 a.m. - 2 p.m, 
Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

413-863-0033 

~ 
RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials Glas,,,. /Jolll,120, /lpp,tizml1Q 

Thursday Night Jazz 6 Jo,. 9,Jo 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 




