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Lawrence Krejmas 
Presents His Side of the Story 
UNLICENSED MAIN ROAD JUNK YARD AT ISSUE 
BY DAVID DETMOLD from the road or impounded 
GILL - "You people are hying behind a wooden fence on the 
to be a bunch of dictators," yelled property. 
Lawrence (Lany) Krejmas at the Additionally, Ayers noted in 
two members of the Gill select- October, Krejmas's prope1ty is 
board still seated at the front characterized by a half demol­
table Monday, after Randy ished, molde1ing 11·ailer home, a 
Crochier recused himself to cellar hole only paitially covered 
avoid a perception of conflict of by the collapsed roof of the for­
interest. mer main building, and "lai·ge 

Krejmas raised his aim in a quantities of junk and debris ... 
stiff Seig Heil salute. unusable building materials, rust-

Crochier, besides being chair ed metal, broken and damaged 
of the selectboard, is also a mem- appliai1ces and utility equipment, 
ber of the boai·d of health, and it used tires. . . cai· pa1ts, engine 
is that board that has been locked paits, pieces of machine1y stored 
in a multi-yeai· dispute with in the open and exposed to the 
Krejmas over the state of elements, piles with unknown 
Krejmas's prope1ty at 444 Main contents covered by fallen leaves 
Road. ai1d branches, scattered plastic, 

''The appearai1ce of this prop- rubber and glass materials, and 
e1ty is that it is being operated as accumulations of many other 
an auto junk yai·d," wrote county materials ... " 
health agent Glen Ayers, acting Krejmas was incensed the 
on behalf of the town's health boai·d had not bothered to info1m 
boai·d in an order of conditions him of the meeting on October 
sent by registered mail to 24th when Ayers presented this 
Krejmas eai-Iier this year. written list to the board, ai1d 

In a meeting of the select- when K.rejmas's neighbor at 446 
boai·d on October 24th, the boai·d Main Road, Kevin Chicke1ing, 
made it clear that Krejmas has no pressed the selectboai·d to take 
license to operate a junk yai·d or action to resolve longstanding 
any other business at his Main health boai·d complaints about 
Road prope1ty. They gave Ayers violations of the sanitary code on 
their approval to impose fines of K.rejmas's property. 
$25 a day per vehicle on Krejmas "I was the stai· of that show," 
until he clears an estimated ten to said Krejmas. "I didn't get word 
20 unregistered vehicles in sight see KREJMAS pg 14 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING - "We are a different 
organization, and a lot of change 
has happened in the last five and 
a half yeai·s," said Union 28 
superintendent Joan Wickman 
last week. 

As Erving senior citizens 
moved furniture and materials 
out of the first floor senior cen­
ter into their brai1d new $2.2 
million building, just up the 
road from the recently renovated 
Erving Elementary School, 
Wickman spent an hour in her 
drafty offices on the second 

Superintendent Joan Wickman 

floor of the old elementary 
school on Pleasant Street in 
Ervingside, ticking off the 
accomplishments of her tenure 
and defending the school super­
intendency union against 
charges of excessive spending 
and opaque bureaucracy that 
have been mounting in some 
member towns. 

Wickman said since she was 
hired to replace Linda Driscoll 
in July of 2006, she has suc­
ceeded in reorganizing the cen­
tral office, consolidated the spe­
cial education secretaiy posi-
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tion, hired a well respected 
director of finai1ce and opera­
tions to replace Chai·lie Paulin, 
updated policies and kept the 
member school districts 
info1med and in compliance 
with ever changing state and 
federal legislation, regionaliza­
tion proposals and mandates 
regarding public schools and 
small school districts in paiticu­
lai·. 

Under her tenure, the work of 
the six staff members in the cen­
tral office has been reorganized 

see WICKMAN pg 10 

' r 1_:_--

Leverett, ShutesbUfY 
auction off some of 
his own artwork to 
help the librai·y 
establish a fund to 
combat censorship, 
the younger Von­
negut signed copies 
of his 2010 mem­
oir, Just Like 
Someone with 
Mental Illness, 
Only More So. 

On the way, and 
almost as an off­
hand aside, Von­
negut provided his 
listeners with a hai·­
rowing critique of 
the big pharm 
mega-insurance 
dominated health 

At the Leverett Library 
a:..::3,1a.a.;::;• .. care system he both 

BY DAVID DETMOLD icon Kmt Vonnegut, held 
LEVERETT - In a talk a rapt audience of about 
that alternated between 60 Frailklin Comity resi­
glib one liners ai1d raw dents in the palms of his 
repo1tage from the annals expressive hands at the 
of a personal psychic hell, Leverett Library last 
Mark Vonnegut, son of Thursday. After speaking 
famed 60s counterculture for an hour and offering to 

works in, as a pedi­
an·ician in Quincy, 

and from time to time 
takes refuge in, when (by 
his com1t four) psychotic 
breaks have led him into 
and out of various mental 
hospitals, starting with 
see VONNEGUT pg 13 

-Aid-Ken 

BY ROBIN KEARNS -
In these days of global 
threats and rapacious 
multinational corporations, 
'90s dreams of the peaceful 
global village seem almost 
quaint. Until you hear 
about the inspiring, active 
connections being nmtured 

At the Malia Children's Home 

between the children and 
adults of Leverett 
Elementaiy School (LES) 
and the Malia Children's 
Home, a home for 01phaiis 
in Machakos, Kenya, along 
with other impo1tant work 
being done by two local 
teens, who on their way to 

college found time to first 
establish a children's 
libra1y in a Nairobi slum. 

As Leverett Elementary 
prepares for a fundraising 
concert next month to aid 
the Malia Children's 
Home, LES students and 

see ORPHANS pg 7 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Giant Personality 

Nala 
Nala is my name, and I'm a 

five-year-old female shorthair 
cat in need of a good home. My 
designation in the Meet Your 
Match program is Executive 
which means that I am in charge 
and independent. Add to my 
descriptive labels Feisty Feline 
and you'll probably get the idea 
that I'm headstrong. That might 
be pa1t of the picture, but the 
other half of the story is that I am 
friendly and playful. Please take 
me home if you 're looking for a 
calico who is all cat with a giant 
punsonality. I just joined the 
Lonely Hea1ts Club. That means 
I've been waiting to be adopted 
for longer than most of the other 
cats here and I can be adopted 
for half off the regular adoption 
fee. To find out more about 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
email:info@dpvhs.org. 

• BOTTLES 
& CANS! 

Week of December 
27th in Montague 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

"'oWA 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3L\eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE 413-863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

ei1'0r occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis­
ing for any reason a11d to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subsc1-iption Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Libraries Holiday Hours 

BY LINDA HICKMAN Montague Center Libra1y will 
MONTAGUE - The Carnegie also be closed both Mondays. 
Libra1y will be closed on The Millers Falls Libraiy hours 
Saturday, December 24th, will not be intemipted. 
Monday, December 26th, and For more information, call 
Monday, Janua1y 2nd. The 413-863-3214. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
After School Drama & Arts for Gradeschoolers 

After School Drama & Alts 
for 2nd - 5th graders at the 
Wendell Free Libraiy is coming 
soon. Thanks to the Wendell 
Cultural Council and Friends of 
the Libra1y, the Wendell Free 
Libraiy is offering an after school 
drama program each Wednesday, 
from Januaiy through May. The 
program will be divided into three 
seven-week sessions. During the 
first session, lmprov Acting, par­
ticipants will have fun with the 
libraiy's youth program director, 
Abbe Schiowitz, tuming short 
stories and ideas into improvisa-

tional skits. Participants will take 
tums videoing and reviewing the 
skits to improve their acting 
skills. 

Improv Acting on Wednesdays 
from 1 :30 to 3 :30 p m will begin 
Januaiy 11th. This program is 
free of chai·ge. Swift River stu­
dents can take the bus from 
school to the libraiy. A snack will 
be provided. 

Space is limited to eight pai·­
ticipants. For more info1mation or 
to register, call the library at 978-
544-3559 or email 
rheidkam@cwmars.org. 

Winter Concert at Turners Falls 

Great Falls Middle School chorus with pianist Artur Wysoczanski 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
The lovely sounds of sweet 
music filled the Tumers Falls 
High School auditorium 
Tuesday night as choms and 
band members from the Middle 
and High School presented 
their Winter Concert. The 
evening opened with the Great 
Falls Middle School chorus 
performing "Jingle Bell Rock"; 
their high sweet voices blend­
ing beautifully. Students from 
TFHS choms joined the middle 

school students on stage and 
the program continued with an 
arrangement of "Follow Me," 
with soloists Kayleigh Tum and 
Nicole Kordana. Conductor 
and music teacher Scott 
Halligan led the choms with 
energy and joy. The program 
continued with "Winter 
Wonderland," and then a rous­
ing rendition of "Lean On Me," 
with Halligan 's own arrange­
ment. Artur Wysoczanski 
accompanied the chorus on 
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Pam K.insmith, of Greenfield, attended the tree lighting ceremo'!Y at 
Peskeomskut Park on December 9th with her son Kris and daughter Kacia. 

While thry were there, what to their wondering ryes should appear but a 
Turner.r 'Falls fire engjne carrying Santa Claus! 

Kacia told Santa she would like a pair of Ugg Boots and a certain kind of 
computer game. What kind of computer game? ''Santa will kn0111," she said. 

Kris did not ask for a particular present, but seemed to enjqy the chance to 
greet Santa just the same. 

Carolers filled the park with song, a fire blazed, and stores 111ere open late as 
shopper.r hobnobbed along Ave. 

piano. 
After a break, the band per­

formed with equal enthusiasm. 
Halligan led band members 
playing horns, wind, rhythm 
and percussion instruments. 
The band played an ambitious 
selection, "Simple Gifts," 
"First Holiday Concert," 
"Rockin' AI·otmd the Christmas 
Tree," "Sadegur Khusidl," 
"The Little Drummer Boy," and 
ended with selections from 
"The Nutcracker." Snacks of 
cookies and ptmch were pro­
vided by the Music Boosters 
after the performance. 

Noreen LeMieux, treasurer 
of the Music Boosters, made a 
brief statement in suppo1t of the 
music and arts programs, 
emphasizing the impo1tance of 
the arts to students and the 
commtmity. She read the fol­
lowing quote from an article 
titled "Alt and Music are Key 
to Sh1dent Development," by 
Fran Smith: "Years of research 
show that arts education is 
closely linked to almost eve1y­
thing that we as a nation say we 
want for our children and 
demand from our schools: aca-

demic achievement, social and 
emotional development, civic 
engagement, and equitable 
opporhmity. Involvement in the 
a1ts is associated with gains in 
math, reading, cognitive ability, 
critical thinking, and verbal 
skills. Alts leaming can also 
improve motivation, concentra­
tion, confidence, and team­
work." LeMeiux encouraged 
people to support their "chil­
dren, grandchildren and sib­
lings by taking an active and 
supportive part in their music 
and a1ts experiences, just as 
you have done tonight by 
attending this concert." 

Great FallS Middle School 
Students Of Iha week 

Grade 6 
Carlie Kretchmar 

Grade 7 
Joshuan Torres 

Savannah Donahue 
Grade 8 

Tanner Richardson 

on A,•e,me Afor o,·er 10 years 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - December 26th through 30th 
GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va­
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. The meal 
site manager is Keny Togneri. 
Council on Aging director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness classes 
are supported by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Voltmtary donations ai·e 
accepted. For info1mation, meal 
rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs, call 413-863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine if the center is not open. 

Monday, December 26th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, December 27th 
10:30 a.m. Seated Health 
Program 
Wednesday, December 28th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 p.m. Monthly Health 

Screenings 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, December 29th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
1:00 pm. Pitch 
Friday, December 30th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant Street, Etvingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 am to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For information and rese1va­
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at 413-423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Sai·acino. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations 24 hours 
in advance. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center to confum 
activities, schedule and to find 
out when the next blood pressure 
clinic will be held. 

Monday, December 26th 

Center Closed for Holiday 
Tuesday, December 27th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, December 28th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, December 29th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 am. Poshrre Perfect 
Fliday, December 30th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - IBD 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 12:00 
p.m. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 
• For infonnation, conta.ct the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5 or coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760 for 
hours and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 10am·10pm 
Fri &Sat 10am-11pm • Sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·nei-s Falls 
863-9900 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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MCTV Hires New Staff :~~:;:un;l~ er," said Mik Muller, MCCI 
board member. 

_local Briefs 
JESSICA LARKlN ILLUSTRATION 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - The Montague Elks 
Chapter #2521 ofTumers Falls 
donated 60 complete Christmas 
Dinners to the Franklin Area 
Survival Center. The Elks 
"Christmas Magic" dinner 
consisted of a turkey, stuffmg, 
cranben-y sauce, fresh fruit, 
fresh vegetables and a frozen 
pie. The generous donation will 
help out 60 families in need 
this holiday season. 

A New Year's Eve Prime 
Rib Dinner with all the fix­
ings, along with raffles, prizes 
and entertainment, will be held 
in Fr. Casey Hall at Our Lady 
of Peace, 7th Street in Tumers 
Falls starting at 5:30 p.m. 
Reservations are required. Call 
413-863-2585 for details. 

"constellation of stars" at 20 
downtown venues. 

The Unity Skate Park com­
mittee is the proud beneficiary 
of the famous Hope and Olive 
Soup and Game Night on 
Monday, January 2nd from 5 to 
8 p.m. The committee is still 
looking for raffle items for the 
event, and can be contacted at 
ell enmspring@yahoo.com 
Stop by for free soup, board 
games, and contribute to a 
great cause as the committee 
kicks off a fundraising drive to 
help build a pe1manent con­
crete skate park in Unity Park, 
Tumers Falls. 

Inspired in part by the 
Impressionist painter Camille 
Pissano's series on 19th centu­
ry rural markets, Daniel 
Brown will exhibit 14 photo­
graphs of open-air markets 
from across the globe, from 
January 2nd through the 29th at 
Green Fields Market, 144 Main 
Street, in Greenfield. Shot over 
a 22 year period, these images 
highlight markets found in 
Spain, France, the Philippines, 
Israel and the Arab Quarter of 
Old Jerusalem. Although well 
known as a landscape painter, 
Brown retums to his quarter 
century love of photography 
with this display. 

Send local briefs to: reporter­
local@montaguema.net. 

Cindy Tarail 
TURNERS FALLS - Montague 
Community Cable, Inc. (MCCI) 
is pleased to announce the hiring 
of two new part time MCTV 
staff: Owen Weaver, technical 
coordinator and Cindy Tarail, 
outreach and communications 
coordinator. 

Weaver, who has been 
involved with MCTV as a com­
munity member and previously 
worked at GCTv, will be respon­
sible for the upkeep of equip­
ment, booking special produc­
tions, training community mem­
bers in shooting off site, using 
cameras, and editing, mnning day 
to day programming, and helping 
the station stream online content. 
While Weaver has the skills to 
produce television programs, 
he'll focus on making the equip­
ment easy for members of the 
public to use. 

According to Charles Kelly, 
MCCI board member, 

Friends of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center present 
Ray Mason at the monthly 
Coffeehouse series on Friday, 
Janua1y 13th. This solo per­
formance, featuring the hardest 
working man in Pioneer Valley 
show biz and his 1965 
Silvertone guitar has a straight­
fo1ward billing: "It's rock with 
the roll, just one man and his 
guitar." A Valley stalwart for 
decades, Mason has toured far 
and wide with the likes of The 
Band, NRBQ, They Might Be 
Giants, Graham Parker, Wanen 
Zevon, Laura Cantrell, Junior 
Brown, Fred Eaglesmith, and 
his own band, The Lonesome 
Brothers. Check out Ray 
Mason. You will not be disap­
pointed. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. and the concert begins at 
7:00, with refreshments avail­
able. Donations help the 
Friends support fre.e program­
ming at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. 

Grange Make-and-Take Fair a Success 

On Saturday, December 
31st, the public is invited to a 
12-hour, family friendly festi­
val of the arts presented by the 
Northampton Center for the 
Arts and PeoplesBank. For the 
27th time, the city of 
Northampton hosts its signa­
ture First Night event on New 
Year's Eve, a celebration of 
creative conurnmity featuring a 

BY CINDY TARAIL 
MONTAGUE - Attendance and 
ftmds raised at the Montague 
Grange Annual Make-and-Take 
Craft Fair, recently held by the 
Friends of the Montague 
Grange, were higher than ever 
this year. People of all ages 
made gifts, enjoyed homemade 
hmches and treats, and shopped 
for handmade items. 

The organizers thank all 
of the volunteers, donors and 
vendors who made the event 
lively and fun for the atten­
dees. We are very grateful 
for your support. 

Many parents checked out 
activities their children were a 
little young for and realized they 
should come back again next 
time when the kids are a year 
older. Others realized they could 
sit down and make things too. 

We hope to set up an area just 
for adult craft making while chil­
dren are engaged - and we hope 
to recmit more vohmteers for 
next year. Put Stmday, December 
2nd, 2012 on yotll' calendar now! 

Visit us online at: 
Facebook.com/MontagueGrange 
or MontagueMA net/Montague_ 
Grange for updates and events. 

duce content for 
public access TV; we help 
air it." 

Tarail, a seasoned 
community organizer, 
local resident and volun­
teer, will reach out to the 
public - from Montague 
to Gill to Ervingside - to 
encourage individuals 
and organizations to cre­
ate homegrown program­
ming for Channel 17 and 
for the website. 

Tarail said, "I look for­
ward to helping schools, 
the senior center, the 
libra1y, Riverculhll'e, 
shop owners, home­
schoolers, anglers, chefs, 

or gardeners access this 
powerful democratic 

medium." 
What's been missing at the 

station, said Dean Garvin, admin­
istrative coordinator at MCTv, is 
"someone with the time to go out 
into the community and develop 
content. That's what Cindy will 
do." 

MCCI will ask Comcast to 
install new live drops in town to 
improve coverage of events at 
Unity Park such as the Soapbox 
Derby, to show live music from 
the Rendezvous and Bunito 
Rojo, and to cablecast other 
events live. 

"The new hires and new 
resources will bring MCTV into 
more people's lives and will 
increase the conversation 
between all our residents, bring­
ing the community closer togeth-

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

ed Fire Farm 
R&ANIC VEGETABLES 

IN JAN, FEB AND IIARCH1 
in Montague 

Greenhouse greens, storage 
vegetables, ano local products 

every two weeKsl 
Organic Eggs available too. 

Pirktp 011 Meadow Road 
413-467-7645 

DEEP WINTER SHAIES sig~l'P 
www.redfirefarm.com 

For more info1mation, stop by 
the studio, located at 34 2nd 
Street in Tumers Falls, open until 
6 pm. Monday through Friday, 
beginning at noon on Monday 
and Thursday and 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
or call 413-863-9200. 

Creative Economy 
Summit III: 

Fostering our Local 
Economy - Art and 

Business in Partnership 

Call for Proposals 
The Fostering Art and Culture 
Project is an organization of 
unique partners working to grow 
the creative economy in Franklin 
County, MA. The Creative 
Economy Summit ill will take 
place on March 23rd and 24th. 
Building on the outcomes of pre­
vious summits, Summit ill will 
work to energize the relationship 
between the artist and business 
commtmity. The two-day 
artist/business conference will be 
held in a mult-venue format in 
downtown Greenfield. 
Presentations and workshops will 
promote creative ideas, resources 
and networking. Presenters and 
attendees from throughout New 
England will be included. 
Workshop proposals that show­
case the relationship between cre­
ativity and its application in the 
marketplace will be selected 
based on the mutual benefit to 
both communities. Skill-based 
content, hands-on workshops, 
media and social networking, col­
laboration and ftmdraising are 
some topics of interest. Proposals 
must be received by January 6th, 
2012. The fo1m is available 
online: www fosteringaitandcul­
ture.org. For more info contact: 
Becky George, Creative Economy 
Summit Coordinator at 413-773-
5463 or becky@franklincc.org. 

- ~ -
~ 

Ripley 
Christmas Tree 

Farm 
11 West Chestnut Hill Road Montague 

Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. 

(413) 367-2031 
....J7...t"'l 

...., ---- -

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

' 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

~ 
CHEVROLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Brian Sadlowsl<i 
Sales Representative 

EDL 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

l,>am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR!, SRES, CBR Office: (413) 498_0207 x2 

Cell: {413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: {413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

1N GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED, CPR CERTIFIED 

qissance li};Uders 
'2Ealitp, (}qftsmanship, ©riginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

otton • Silks • Polyesters• Vinyls• Upholstery Materia 

• Q.,i)ting Supplies • Pottcrns • Calicos • Notions 

CASH & CHECKS ONlY 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Fri_ til 8 
PowerSquare (413) 773-7516 

Greenfield 

--~_.._..,.··\..,.....,,..rr:,-"TJ"TjJ1r;r1''i!;Tir.';J;'TJ~;r;r,r:r,f.t;ir/ 
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War is Over 
2011 was the year the Arab 

Spring began and the Iraq War 
came to an end. 

The ongoing popular revolt 
against the repressive dictator­
ships and monarchies in the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
many of which have been armed 
and aided for decades by 
America, began almost without 
notice on December 17th, 2010 
with the self-immolation of 
Mohamed Bouazizi, a 27-year­
old street vendor who had 
worked since the age of ten to 
suppo1t his family. Bouazizi 
burned himself to death in front 
of the provincial governor's 
office in the Tunisian backwater 
of Sidi Bouzid after being 
harassed and humiliated for the 
last time by the com1pt authori­
ties there. Within days, he had 
become a symbol for the entire 
country, soon the entire region. 

Twenty-eight days after 
Bouazizi's death, the dictator in 
Tunis - Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
- was swept from power by mass 
protests, after 23 years in office. 
Soon thereafter, Egyptians taking 
to the public square by the tens of 
thousands forced the abdication 
ofHosni Mubarak, despite the $2 
billion in annual American aid -
most of it militaiy aid - that mod­
em day Pharoah had relied on to 
enforce police state tactics and 
the cmel suppression of human 
rights during a 30 yeai· reign of 
tenor in Egypt. 

These nonviolent popular 
uprisings inspired similar mass 
protests throughout the region, 
within the year toppling repres­
sive oligarchs in Libya and 
Yemen (in the first instance with 

the air suppo1t of 
, l.}1 ,i NATO) and leading to 

,,- ~ Deer Readers, 

the ongoing standoff in Syria, 
where more than 5200 people 
have been gunned down in street 
protests, and thousands more 
imprisoned to face the likelihood 
of torture and death behind bars, 
in the inexorable stmggle against 
the tyrant Bashar al-Assad. 

Israel continues to occupy the 
West Bank, Bahrain continues to 
forcibly suppress the aspirations 
of the Shiite majority, both with 
American lai·gess and aims sales. 

Meanwhile, America's nine 
year effo1t to bring democracy to 
Iraq at the baiTel of a gun has 
come to a halt, with decidedly 
mixed results. 

Whatever the tmth of U.S. 
involvement in Saddam's rise to 
power, there is no dispute that the 
Reagan administration actively 
aided Saddam in his wai· against 
Iran, providing the dictator with 
militaiy intelligence, special ops 
training, and economic aid. 

But our suppo1t for Saddam as 
a bulwark against Iran in the 80s 
gave way to hostility when, in the 
afte1math of our invasion of 
Panama, he took a leaf from 
America's own playbook and 
sent his troops to take over oil 
rich Kuwait, calling it a long lost 
province of Iraq. 

One Bush presidency gave 
way to another, after the uneasy 
period of no-fly zones and puni­
tive sanctions under Clinton 
(with their h01rific impact on the 
Shiite underclass). In the wake of 
9/11, charges of weapons of mass 
distraction gave false pretext for 
the all out U.S. led invasion and 
occupation of Iraq. 

Neai'ly nine years, more than 
eight htmdred billion U.S. dol­
lars, 4483 American dead, 

see WAR page 5 
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Don't Leave Seniors in the Cold 
ROSEANN MARTOCCIA 
MONTAGUE CITY - It is fortu­
nate that the fall has been a few 
degrees wa1mer than average, 
because many elders and families 
who rely on foel assistance are 
now facing a long, cold winter. 

According to the National 
Consumer Law Center, the 
national appropriation for the 
Low Income Heating Assistance 
Program, commonly refell'ed to 
as Fuel Assistance, is likely to be 
just tmder $3 .5 billion, assuming 
the House and Senate adopt the 
ftmding agreement arrived at in 
mid-December. 

The Congressional Research 
Service has provided a prelimi­
na1y state allocation estimate 
showing Massachusetts receiving 
$132 million of this foel assis­
tance aid. That compai·es to the 
$184 million Massachusetts 
received last year. 

Last year, the maximum oil 
benefit was $1,050, and the max­
imum electric or gas benefit was 
$750. We can only expect these 
maximum benefit levels to be 
lower this year, with a $52 mil-

lion decrease in appropriation to 
our state. 

An elder or fainily can only 
expect assistance with about one 
tank of oil for this heating season. 
Meanwhile, home heating oil 
prices ai·e at tmprecedented levels 
compared to previous yeai·s. 

Just under 250,000 
Massachusetts households 
applied for Fuel Assistance for 
the 2010-2011 heating season. 
Those numbers could increase as 
the economy continues to be dif­
ficult, and unemployment rates 
have not improved much from a 
year ago. For elders living on a 
fixed income, high home energy 
prices and other necessa1y 
expenses such as insurance, prop­
e1ty taxes and prescriptions 
threaten independence and the 
ability to remain in their homes. 
Seniors need to be suppo1ted not 
only through continued and 
increasing commitments to the 
provision of health cai·e, but also 
through the assurance of secure 
access to basic energy and utility 
se1vices. 

High energy prices pose ener-

A Novel Idea for a New Year 
The holiday season is reaching 

its height; we ai·e all headed for a 
new yeai·. Some of us are still 
looking for last minute gift ideas, 
others ai·e thinking of resolutions 
for 2012, a yeai· that promises to 
be exceptional in many ways. 

We Wel,ome 
Your Letters! 

JOOontagttt l\.eporter 
58 4th St Turners, 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Quite likely, at this time of 
year, you ai·e thinking of friends 
or fainily either neai·by or far 
away from us. There is a way to 
help them be a pait of our com­
munity, to help them connect 
with the new energy we ai·e all 
feeling in our villages. 

Our Montague Reporter, 
entering its tenth year of publica­
tion and community se1vice, is 
proving to be a gem in our part of 
the Valley. Our newspaper pro-

Loo king forward to 
News from Home 

I now reside in Virginia at 
Vinson Hall, an independent liv­
ing facility for all retired militaiy 
officers and spouses. Having 
been a Navy nurse, I applied and 
was accepted before I left 
Turners Falls. 

I ananged to have the 
Montague Reporter mailed to 
me. It airives eve1y Monday. You 
publish a great paper. Please let 
me know when it's time to renew. 

- Stella Skrzypek 
McClean, VA 

gy security problems for elderly 
households. Low income seniors 
tend to own older, less efficient 
energy-consuming appliances 
and heating equipment. 

The consequences of high 
energy prices and expenditures 
ai·e paiticulai·ly serious for low 
income elderly households, espe­
cially in a No1theast state such as 
ours. There is movement on 
Beacon Hill to act on a supple­
ment to this year's state budget 
for additional resources for foel 
assistance. Advocate to your law­
maker to support this supplemen­
tal appropriation and not leave 
seniors and families in the cold. 

Benefits counseling at 
Franklin Cotmty Home Care can 
help people age 60 and older find 
funds for many things, including 
foel assistance. Contact a benefits 
cmmselor near you by calling 
413-773-5555 x 2258 or 978-
544-2259 x 2258. Or email 
cbai·onas@fchcc.org 

Roseann Martoccia is the 
executive director of Franklin 
County Home Care. 

vides clarity and faultless repo1t­
ing on the workings of town com­
mittees in all their New England 
idiosyncracies. It keeps us all 
informed of the state of our gar­
dens, our rivers, our schools, and 
our village characters. From "the 
Healthy Geezer" to the police 
logs, from the Montague Energy 
Comer to Vermont Yankee, 
eve1ything that touches our com­
munity gets up to the minute 
coverage and attention. 

At the Reporter, our lifeblood 
is our subscribers. The local busi­
nesses who adve1tise with us, and 
our readers fai· and near who have 
chosen to subscribe, keep this 
ship afloat. 

I urge you to make use of our 
reduced price promotion for this 
holiday season. Just use the sub­
scription blank to the left. At 
yeai·'s end, give a year-long gift, 
to help fai· fltmg friends stay in 
touch, to provide neighbors with 
lively reading, and to help the 
Montague Reporter continue its 
unique mission. 

- David Brule, President 
of the l\.1R Board of Directors 
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CUEST EDITORIAL 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL 
TURNERS FALLS - I am writ­
ing in response to your recent 
a1ticle ''New Teacher Evaluation 
Guidelines Explained," lest read­
ers think Race to the Top exists to 
help our children or our public 
schools. Although Democrats 
introduced Race to the Top, this 
legislation does not suppo1t pub­
lic school students or public 
employees in any way. Race to 
the Top undennines public 
schools, increases segregation in 
schools, and creates opportunities 
for private corporations to profit 
from our public institutions. 

In order to receive federal 
money, which we desperately 
need, states like ours proinised to 
evaluate teachers based on test 
scores, to shut down 'failing' 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

End the Misuse of Standardized Testing 
schools, and to introduce legisla- while requiring them to fire Top money, is now Inired in the 
tion that allows more charter beloved teachers and adininistra- same paperwork and evaluations 
schools. Standardized test scores tors and close down neighbor- they agreed to in order to win the 
con-elate reliably with socio-eco- hood schools residents desperate- money. Teachers in Tennessee 
noinic-status and nothing else. ly want to keep? There is one repo1t little of the money award­
When 'failing' schools are shut simple reason, and that is that ed the state has actually made its 
down, and many have been, Race to the Top helps the 1 % way into classrooms. Instead it 
neighborhood residents come out drive forward their agenda to pri- has paid for the testing, evalua­
in droves to protest. Why should vatize public schools. tions, and paperwork schools are 
the federal government take Though parents, teachers, and required to waste their time with 
schools from communities that adininistrators everywhere have in exchange for the money. 
want them? Charter schools have spoken out against these so-called Recently the Association of 
been shown to produce test reforms, the state and federal Califoinia School Adininist:rators 
scores that are the same or lower departments of education have announced they will not support 
than those of regular public pushed them through because applying for a federal waiver 
schools. There has also been an conse1vative organizations like from No Child Left Behind that 
increase in segregation alongside the American Legislative requires the adoption of Common 
the increase in charter schools. Exchange Council suppo1t them, Core Standards and the fixing of 

Why would the federal gov- as do hedgefond millionaires and 'low perfonning' schools, but 
emment push so hard to enact Walton (Walmart) money. will focus instead on changing 
these 'refo1ms?' Why would they The New York Tzmes repo1ted the law that creates these hannfol 
bribe states to implement more on November 6th that Tennessee, requirements. In New York State 
testing and more charter schools, the first state to win Race to the 658 principals signed a letter 
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protesting the use of student test 
scores to evaluate teachers. 

People are beginning to speak 
out everywhere against high­
stakes testing and the damage it 
has done to the morale of stu­
dents, teachers, and communities. 
Testing is expensive. Fewer peo­
ple are pretending it is a good 
idea to use our tax money to pay 
for tests instead of paying for 
teachers and buildings. When the 
state department of education 
tells us teacher evaluations will 
''promote teacher and leadership 
growth and development," we 
should respond by protesting, 
like the California and New York 
administrators, like the growing 
number of people involved with 
Fair Test's Assessment Refo1m 
Network, who are working to 
"end the overuse and Inisuse of 
standardized testing in public 
education." 

WAR from page 4 
32,200 wotmded, and over 
100,000 Iraqi casualties later, that 
war has finally come to a close. 

When he first came to nation­
al proininence in a speech 
denotmcing America's nm-up to 
the 2003 invasion of Iraq, 
Barack Obama called the com­
ing conflict a "dumb war." Nine 
years later, as president welcom­
ing home the troops, Obama 
said, "Iraq's foture will be in the 
hands of its own people." 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOAIID 

We honor the troops for their 
sacrifice. We honor their families 
for their sacrifice as well, and 
think paiticularly at this time of 
parents in our neighborhood who 
will not be welcoming their sons 
home for the holidays this yeai·: 
Kathy Belanger, of Deerfield, 
whose son Grego1y, a cook in the 
Army Rese1ve, was killed when 
an improvised explosive device 
stmck his vehicle in Al Hallia, 
five days short of his 25th birth­
day. Jon Weeks and Kai·en Brown, 
of Leyden, whose son Ari died in 
2007 when the five-ton tmck he 
was traveling in with other sol­
diers tumbled off an overpass near 
Baghdad. Two of the other sol­
diers who died in that crash had 
gone public with their criticisms 
of the wai· less than a month eai·li­
er in an op-ed piece in the New 
York Tzmes. Joyce and Kevin 
Lucey, of Belche1town, whose 
son Jeff, a Marine corporal, 
hanged himself in their basement 
in 2004, sho1tly after being dis­
charged from a four-day stay in 
the VA hospital in Leeds with a 
diagnosis of mood disorders and 
alcoholism after se1ving in Iraq. 
The $350,000 wrongfol death set­
tlement the Luceys received from 
the U.S. government this year 
does not replace their son. 

That could have been said with 
equal truth before we cominitted 
so much blood and treasure in 
Iraq. If the Arab Spring has a les­
son for the dictators of the world, 
it has a message for us as well. 
There is no stopping the will of a 
people in their quest for freedom, 
dignity, and justice. Ultimately, 
neither bullets nor the bulwarks of 
oppression will stand in their way. 

Obama, the Nobel Peace Prize 
winner who proinised hope and 
change when he entered the 
world stage, has fallen far short of 
that proinise. The money and 
human lives poured out on for­
eign sands would far better have 
been saved and invested in our 
own ravaged economy, rebuild­
ing our own divided nation. 

It is time to call for Peace on 
Earth, an end to the war in 
Afghanistan, and a renewed com­
Initment to the institutions of 
peace - U.N. peacekeepers, glob­
al aid for education, public health, 
democracy building and pro-

grams that lift up people's 1-■"" 
lives abroad and at home. ~ 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 

Dodge Tapped for Staff Sergeant 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - "It 
will be a tough decision," said 
selectboard member Pat Allen. 
''We have a ve1y strong depart­
ment, made up ofve1y thoughtfol 
people who have a lot of experi­
ence and a lot of dedication to the 
community." 

But in the end, the Montague 
selectboard had to pick from the 
three candidates who applied 
from within the police depart­
ment to fill the post of provision­
al staff sergeant and from the four 
who applied to fill the post of pro­
visional sergeant. 

The vacancy in the staff ser­
geant post was created when 
Chris Williams was promoted to 
the position of acting chief of 
police, on the retirement of Ray 
Zukowski last month. 

Promoting up the chain of 
command, the board gave the 
provisional staff sergeant job to 
sergeant Chip Dodge, and moved 
detective Lee Laster up to the 
vacant sergeant's position. These 
appointments will take effect on 
Janua1y 1st, and will remain in 
effect until the civil se1vice 
exains and the process of hiring a 
pe1manent chief, staff sergeant 
and sergeant are completed later 
in 2012. 

In other business, on the rec-

ontague 

ommendation of waste­
water treatment plant 
supe1visor Bob 
Trombley, the select­
boai·d held a heaimg to 
change the rates the 
town charges to dispose 
of septage at the treat­
ment plant. 

In order to increase 
the amount of septage 
brought into the plant, 
which is operating 
below capacity, 
Trombley recommended 
dropping the rate from 
$90 per 1000 gallons for in town 
(and Gill) septage and $95 for 
1000 gallons from out of town to 
$75 from in town (and Gill) and 
$80 from out of town. The boai·d 
concmTed. 

Trombley said the plant has 
been successfol in reducing the 
amount of nitrogen dischai·ged to 
the river by about 60% just by 
adjusting the natural process of 
breaking down solids at the facil­
ity, and he said introducing more 
septage into the primaiy treat­
ment loop will help in that effo1t, 
without costing the town any 
lai·ge sum of money. An earlier 
estimate for instituting a nitrogen 
reduction program at the treat­
ment plant ran in the Inillions of 

Charles Dodge 

dollai·s, Trombley said. 
"Montague is on the cutting 

edge of nitrogen reduction," 
Trombley said. 

Allen complimented him on 
the holiday lights at the plant. 

Selectboard chair Mark 
Fairbrother was also in the holi­
day spirit, spotting a large green 
and red button that read, "Bah, 
Humbug!" 

Even so, the boai·d responded 
positively to a plea from 
Rendezvous owner Mark 
Wisnewski to allow bars in town 
to stay open one hour later on 
December 31st to welcome in the 
newyeai·. 

Closing time on New Year's 
Eve will be 2 a.m. 

Doug Smith - Owner 

flRECISION 
i~y -~ REPAIRS 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
CRUISE & TRAVEL 

COMPANY 

rt-' 30 Montague St. ~ -·--~ ' 
MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413} 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill, MA 01354 

"e3f -

413-367-9206 
www.montaguebookmill.com ~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 

If Dogs Run Free 
NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SELECTBOARD 

Green Community Status Awarded 
GILL TO PARTICIPATE IN REGIONAL KENNEL PROGRAM 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The town of Leverett is 
now officially a Green 
Commtmity, and the state 
will back that designation 
with a $138,000 grant 
towards meeting goals set 
out in the town's 20% 
energy reduction plan, or 
the development of new 
sources of alternative 
energy in the town. 

town meeting. 
In other news, Julie 

Shively represented the 
selectboard at the first 
meeting of planning com­
mittees from the towns of 
Amherst, Pelham, 
Shutesbury and Leverett, 
which are considering 
various options for 
regionalizing their ele­
menta1y schools. Those 
four towns have ah'eady 
regionalized their upper 
grades. 

dieted to lie outside the 
affected zone. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
Gill will participate - at 
least for a three month 
trial basis - in the Franklin 
County cooperative ken­
nel program being devel­
oped by the sheriff's 
department. 

Under the program, 
stray dogs picked up and 
unable to be returned 
immediately to their own­
ers would be transpo1ted 
at ce1tain hours by sheriff 
department staff to the 
kennel on Sandy Lane, in 
Montague, and held there 
until their owners can be 
located. 

Towns that join the 
program, like Eiving, and 
now Gill, would pay into a 
fund to maintain the ken­
nel and pay the operating 
costs of the program. 

Meanwhile, the sher­
iff's department is seeking 
grants and donations of 
dog food and other means 
of defraying the costs to 
the towns of mnning the 
cooperative kennel. 

Since it will cost Gill 
only about $ 100 to pa1tic­
ipate for the remaining six 
months of this fiscal year, 
the selectboard agreed to 
go ahead on a trial basis, 
understanding that a three 
month notice would be 
required to pull out of the 
program. 

Administrative assis­
tant Ray Purington told 
the board there were suffi­
cient ftmds in the town's 
dog revolving fond to 
cover the initial program 
fee. The dog ftmd comes 
from annual dog licenses 
at the town clerk's office. 

In the next budget 
cycle, it will probably cost 
the town $700 to paitici­
pate in FY'l3. 

Sergeant Chris 
Redmond told the select­
board his depa1tment may 
run into the problem of 
stray dogs whose owners 
are tmable to be located 
about once every two 
months, or six times a 

year. 
Ann Banash supported 

the idea of the cooperative 
kennel, but said, "I think 
it's a little hard to justify 
$700." 

The town has not had 
an animal control officer 
for approximately the last 
five years, so when calls 
come in about strays, it is 
the police who respond to 
those calls. Redmond said 
on the occasions when the 
dog's owner cannot be 
located, dogs are held at 
the garage at the police 
station, or sometimes at 
Bernardston's facility. 

Selectboard chair 
Randy Crochier said, "I'm 
all for," the program, but 
"$700 a year for a half 
dozen dogs is a little hard 
to justify." 

Turning from the gen­
eral to the specific, the 
board heard from Joseph 
Fuller, a resident of 7 
Rive1view Drive, about 
numerous complaints that 
his half pit bull, half mas­
tiff Bella had been nm­
ning loose in the neigh­
borhood, scaring children. 

Fuller said some of the 
complaints had actually 
been caused by his ex­
roommate's Rottweiler, 
now removed from the 
premises. He called Bella 
"the sweetest dog in the 
world," and said she had 
been on her best behavior 
since her master had been 
called up before the mag­
istrate in Greenfield to 
answer the neighbor's 
complaints. Fuller said 
that since he had installed 
an electric fence in 
August, Bella had not got­
ten loose, except once 
when the batte1y died. 

The board required 
Fuller to keep the dog 
from getting loose from 
now on, and not to appear 
before them again on sim­
ilar complaints at pains of 
farther consequences. 

Tracy Rogers, fo1mer 
town administrative assis-

tant, will work with 
Purington and fire chief 
Gene Beaubien to develop 
a disaster recove1y plan 
for Gill, as pa1t of her 
Homeland Security grant 
ftmded regional disaster 
planning effort at the 
Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments. Rogers 
said once a disaster 
occurs, it is too late to plan 
for it, and, "As you know, 
disasters happen in 
Franklin Cotmty." 

The board seemed put 
out to first learn from 
newspaper reports that the 
Gill-Montague bridge 
would be closed to trnck 
traffic from December 
21st to Janua1y 2nd, while 
four gusset plates are 
repaired near the Gill 
approach. That exclusion 
will include fire trucks 
responding to a call for 
mutual aid. 

Banash called for a 
strongly worded letter to 
the Massachusetts 
Department of 
Transportation protesting 
the poor communication. 
"That's ridiculous we did­
n't know." 

Gill will hold a special 
town meeting on J anua1y 
17th, to vote on a method 
of financing approximate­
ly $10,000 needed to fully 
ftmd replacement of a 
leaky boiler at the safety 
complex, and upgrades to 
the heating system in that 
building. The entire cost 
of the project is estimated 
at $55,000. Purington said 
the remainder of the ftmd­
ing will come from 
$20,000 previously 
approved by town meet­
ing, $10,000 contributed 
by Entergy Vermont 
Yankee, which uses the 
facility for disaster pre­
paredness planning relat­
ing to the nearby 40-year­
old nuclear reactor in 
Vernon, and, with town 
meeting approval, from 
$14,875 in supplemental 

see GILL pg 12 

The selectboard will 
meet with the energy 
committee in the coming 
month to determine how 
best to spend that money, 
within the guidelines set 
by the state Department 
of Energy Resources. 

"We'd like to get some 
solar panels," offered 
selectboard chair Rich 
Brazeau. 

The town also took a 
big step fo1ward toward 
the goal of bringing high 
speed internet access to 
residents' homes and 
businesses, by awarding a 
$40,000 consulting grant 
for the design and fman­
cial planning of last mile 
connectivity to Omaha­
based G4S Technology 
(formerly Adesta). This is 
the same company that is 
working with the 
Massachusetts Broad­
band Institute to bring 
middle mile fiber to the 
123 tmderse1ved commu­
nities of Western and 
Central Massachusetts, 
including Leverett. 

Selectboard member 
Peter d 'Enico noted, "We 
have basically come to 
the conclusion it makes 
the most sense to do fiber 
to the home rather than 
stopping at the curb. It's a 
small but important 
advance in our thinking." 

Good thing too, 
because curbs along most 
Leverett roads are hard to 
find. 

D'Errico said it was 
possible construction of 
middle and last mile con­
nectivity could proceed 
in tandem, once a design 
is approved and a financ­
ing package passed by 

The committees decid­
ed to apply jointly for a 
$50,000 planning grant 
from the state 
Department of Elemen­
tary and Secondary 
Education to consider the 
fmancial and educational 
pros and cons of region­
alization. 

Commenting on her 
report to the board, 
Brazeau said, "There are 
still some territorial 
things people need to 
work through." 

A water committee, 
looking at the possible 
solutions to the problem 
of contaminated private 
wells at five homes on 
Teewaddle Hill Road, 
down gradient of the 
town's former landfill, 
will meet on December 
22nd. A majority of town 
meeting voters approved 
spending $28,000 on 
October 25th to pay for 
an engineering study to 
nm a four-inch water line 
down Cushman Road to 
the eastern end of 
Teewaddle Hill, to hook 
up the affected homes to 
the Amherst water sup­
ply, but that vote fell shy 
of the two-thirds majority 
required. The estimated 
price tag for that project 
would be in the ballpark 
of $2 million. A number 
of town meeting voters 
called on the selectboard 
to examine other options 
for solving the problem, 
but the hydrogeology of 
the area limits the options 
for drilling new wells that 
can confidently be pre-

Members of the select­
board have decried sug­
gestions to take the 
affected properties by 
eminent domain as too 
damaging to the fabric of 
the community. The 
board maintains the cost 
of eminent domain tak­
ings would at least equal 
the cost of hooking up the 
homes to the Amherst 
water supply. 

The committee that 
will consider possible 
solutions to the problem 
includes Skip Fournier, a 
biochemistry professor 
who lives on Teewaddle 
Hill to the west of the 
affected zone, Peter 
Reich, a retired public 
health professor and for­
mer chair of the board of 
health, Steve Ball, a PhD 
geologist and the sanitar­
ian for the board of 
health, and Mike 
Williams and Sheila 
Seaman, geology profes­
sors at UMass who are 
also abutters to the affect­
ed zone on Cushman 
Road. 

"I'm still working with 
the town of Amherst," 
said Brazeau, who has a 
meeting scheduled with 
the Amherst planner in 
January to go over ques­
tions raised at town meet­
ing about which town 
would maintain the pro­
posed water line exten­
sion. Brazeau said the 
town would conduct an 
income survey in the 
affected neighborhood to 
determine if a project to 
ameliorate the condition 
of the private wells 
caused by leachate from 
the town's former landfill 
could be eligible for 
loans or grants from the 
USDA or the state 
Department of Environ­
mental Protection. 

Brazeau said a sugges­
tion that a new well or 
wells could be drilled on 
the Mitchell Farm in con-
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staff enjoyed an unusual all­
school assembly this past 
Thursday, December 15th, fea­
turing a brief but exciting chat 
with Shira Kaufman, 18, an 
alumna of LES, and her friend, 
Abby Tuominen, 19, an alumna 
of Shutesbmy Elementaiy. 

The chat was exciting because 
though the two yotmg women are 
CUITently in Kenya, the Leverett 
elementaiy sh1dents, with the 
help of LES tech coordinator 
Karin Gravina, were able to see 
and speak to them tlrrough a live 
video-conference on Skype (an 
intemet phone service), projected 
on a big screen in the auditorium. 

The chat was brief, because 
the connection only lasted about 
five minutes due to poor intemet 
service in Nairobi. But it was fas­
cinating for the kids, who got to 
ask Kaufman and Tuominen 
about the time difference (9:30 
a.m. in Leverett and 6:30 pm. in 
Nairobi), whether they had seen 
crocodiles (no, only giraffes on 
the roadside), and, most impor­
tantly, about the Kenyan chil­
dren, whom LES students have 
been coming to know since the 
beginning of the school year 
tlrrough photographs and stories. 

Kaufman and Tuominen are 
Ctll1'ently volunteering at the 
Malia Children's Home in 
Kenya, which was established by 
a retired businessman and his 
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Nindi, who 
have been suppoiting destihlte 
children in the home they fotmd­
ed out of their own savings. 

Kaufman noted, "Mr. Nindi 
told us of his vision to create a 
veiy good primary school, with a 
nice building and qualified teach­
ers - and have the school be self­
sufficient. When I was a shldent 
at Leverett, we had so many book 
drives and backpack projects... I 
knew that the spirit of communi­
ty is one of volunteerism and 
generosity, and that the Leverett 
sh1dents and parents alike would 
be excited by a sister school proj-

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston 
www.counlryoil.com 

ect that offered a way to help less 
forttmate children and forge a 
cultural connection to Kenya!" 

Seeing the obvious education­
al oppoitunities for LES smdents, 
and the benefits for the more dis­
advantaged children, principal 
Anne Ross agreed the school 
commtmity could help. 

Kaufman said, "Since I pro­
posed the idea to Ms. Ross and 
Karin Gravina, they have really 
taken it into their own hands and 
transfoimed it from a mere idea 
into a real project." 

Gravina created a colorful dis­
play board feamring photographs 
and biographical infoimation of 
the children of Malia Home, so 
LES students can learn more 
about thelll, their school, and 
Kenya. Each LES grade class­
room has 'adopted' one or more 
of tlre home's 13 children as a 
class friend. They have written 
them letters and made drawings 
for tlreir friends in Kenya. 

Kaufman's motlier, Danielle 
Barshak, attended the recent 
video-conference assembly, and 
will bring tlre items from tlre LES 
smdents, along witlr 20 Leverett 
Elementaiy t-shirts donated by 
the PTO, to tlre children of tlre 
Malia Home when she travels to 
Kenya to visit her daughter. 

The story of Tuominen and 
Kaufman's voltmteer work at the 
Malia Home for Children is part 
of a much lar·ger philanthropic 
venture ah·eady the two young 
women began dmmg tlre summer 
between tlreir jtmior and senior 
years at Amherst Regional High 
School. They started out voltm­
tee1mg tlrrough a small Kenyan 
organization called Touch 
Kenya. While working at tlre 
Machakos Girls Rescue Center 
for a life-changing six weeks tlrat 
stunmer, tlre two young women 
met Kenyan girls, who caphrred 
their hearts and inspired tlrem to 
create scholar·ships for tlrree of 
the girls. 

One surprise for tlrem when 
they an'ived at tlre Rescue Center 
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was tlrat the children tlrere were 
absolutely deprived of books. 
This lack of reading matei'ial had 
not occtmed to Kaufman and 
Tuominen when they packed col­
ored pencils and games and 
musical instnunents for the chil­
dren. They could not have known 
how difficult it would be to actu­
ally buy books tlrere, even in tlre 
capital, Nairobi. One young girl 
named Betty "was so eager to 
read tlrat she resoited to reading 
otrr copy of Out of Africa," said 
Kaufman. 

After locating tlre first Hany 
Potter book, which they gave to 
Betty, "It was her excitement to 
read tlrat inspired us to create a 
library at tlre Rescue Center." So, 
tlre girls set tlreir sights on com­
ing back to Kenya after high 
school graduation. 

Back home, tlrey worked in a 
variety of ways to raise ftmds to 
buy tlreir book collection. 

Kaufman said, "In exchange 
for om· volunteer hours at a local 
art galle1y, tlre owner and artist, 
Ani Rivera, allowed us to hold an 
exhibit of our own to ftmdraise 
and collect books for our cause. 
Our exhibit, Machakos: Through 
Their Eyes, displayed photo­
graphs tlre girls of tlre Rescue 
Center had taken on otrr cameras, 
and we used tlre fonds raised to 
ship the donated books to Kenya. 
In addition, we held book dr'ives 
throughout tlre year·, and by tlre 
end of the stunmer, had collected 
over 2,500 books." 

Both of the young women 
graduated last year from Amherst 
Regional High School. 
Tuominen defened attending 
Macalester College, and 
Kaufman defened attending 
Car'leton College, in order to go 
back to Kenya to realize tlreir 
dream of establishing tlre libraiy. 

The women had met tlre Nindi 
family dmmg tlreir first visit to 
Machakos, shoitly after the home 
had staited, when the Nindis had 
only taken in two orphans. 

When Kaufman and 
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Tuominen returned in August to 
install tlreir library at tlre Rescue 
Center, tlrey were barTed from 
working tlrere due to a national 
scandal. A two-page article in tlre 
Saturday Nation pimted a blister­
ing expose on com1ption and 
abuse at government-nm homes 
in Kenya just prior to their 
ar11val. In response, the govem­
ment harmed intemational volun­
teers from working at tlre govem­
ment-run homes. 

Casting ar·otmd through tlreir 
contacts, they again came across 
the Nindis, who graciously 
offered to host them. They were 
grateful and began voltmteering 
at tlre Malia Children's Home, 
which by tlren had grown to hold 
the Nindis, a housemother, a 
teacher and thirteen orphans, 
many of whom had heartbreaking 
backgrotmds. 

In tlre meantime, Kaufman 
and Tuominen have officially 
opened tlreir library, which tlrey 
have named the Kupanda 
International Libraiy (k:upanda 
means 'climb' in Swahili), in tlre 
Kiambiu sltun area of Nairobi. 

After seeing the amazing 
response of local childr·en, tlrey 
hope it will be tlre first of many 
such librai'ies witlr tlre non-profit 
tlrey ar·e working to create, also 
called Kupanda lntemational. 

Yet, Kaufman, Tuominen and 
tlre students at LES ar·en't tlre 
only ones who ar·e reaching out to 
help the childr·en of Kenya; tlre 
broader commtmity can help as 
well. A benefit concert and bake 
sale is being organized to raise 
money for the Malia Childr·en's 
Home. It will take place on 
Saturday, January 14th at the 
Leverett Elementaiy School gym 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Initially, Kaufman wrote from 
Kenya to Senegalese percussion­
ist Tony Vacca, a Valley favorite, 
to invite him to bring his band 
and play at tlre benefit conceit. 
Ross tlren tapped tlre talents of 
professional festival organizer 
and LES par·ent, Bush-I Harvey-
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Ahmai to organize the rest of tlre 
conceit. 

Haivey-Ahmai called Vacca 
"an extraordinary percussionist," 
and said tlrat Leverett should pre­
par·e for an exciting pe1fonnance. 
Haivey-Ahmai has worked tire­
lessly to coordinate the concert. 
He said he hoped to create tlre 
benefit conceit as a template for 
oilier events to come, including 
ftmdraisers for the Leverett 
Elementary School itself. 

Several musicians associated 
with LES will also play at tlre 
benefit, in a var'iety of musical 
styles including folk, jazz, and 
possibly reggae or calypso. LES 
extracurricular music teacher 
Brian Bender has ananged for 
two bands made up of current and 
foimer LES sh1dents to peifonn. 
Kindergarten teacher Dorothy 
Cresswell and music teacher 
Daphne Bye will play as a piano 
and guitar· folk duo. The Khalsa 
Jazz Trio may make it on tlre bill 
as well. 

Tickets for the event are $10 
for adults and $15 for couples. 
Childr·en under tlre age of 12 get 
in free, but if they are LES shl­
dents, they are encouraged to 
bimg some baked goods to con­
tribute to tlre bake sale. Tickets 
are available in tlre school office. 
Only 200 tickets will be available 
so get them while tlrey're hot. 

An additional ftmdraising 
effort for the Malia Childr·en's 
Home, called "Change for 
Change" was initiated by LES 
library teacher, Susan Wells. The 
coin collection buckets are placed 
arotmd tlre school as a way of 
empowering children to partici­
pate financially, while learning 
about money, math and char'ity. 
These collection buckets have 
provided teachable moments 
about tlre relative meaning of 
matei'ial wealth. Leverett resi­
dents and otlrers are also wel­
come to deposit spare change in 
tlre large collection jar in tlre LES 
lobby. n 
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Weslt Along the River 

BY DAVID BRULE 
MILLERS FALLS, 
ERVINGSIDE 
December 8th - The morning 
after a heavy rainsto1m dawned 
gray and icy. The temperature has 
fallen but it did not bring the 
promised snow. Instead, the 
Millers River has risen to high 
sp1ing freshet stage, flooding the 
banks and woods as much as 
April's high water. 

The footbridge across the 
north end of the frog pond is 
ahnost m1de1water. The firewood 
on the island, wisely stacked out 
of reach of any potential flood, 
will have to wait weeks now 
before anyone can cross over to 
bring it up to the house. 

Squiil'els ice skate across the 
back porch on the way to fresh 
seeds. I crept out to the feeder at 
the edge of the porch and I swear 
my toes were instinctively grip­
ping the slippe1y smface even 
through my shoes. 

Our boarder, Salty Sawyer­
Pmitt, of the West Highland 
Ten'ier lineage, spent the momiI1g 
lam1ching herself in pursuit of the 
cheeky squiil'els, her feet spin­
ning over the icy smface, her lit­
tle legs whfrling pi.i1wheel fash­
ion, toenails clicking on the ice, 
getting no traction to catch up 
with the bushy tailed intmders 
who were sticking out their 
tongues, giving her a loud rasp­
beny, just out of reach! 

December 10th - A hard frost 
this early morning. The doves sit 
on the edge of the frozen bi.i-dbath 
and gaze at the ice, reflecting on 
the season at hand. The full Wolf 
Moon had passed the night shin­
ing and peei'ing into eve1y win­
dow of the house. 

One poet called the moon a 
pale and wistful bachelor, the 

The December Journals 
man in the moon passing, melan­
choly and alone, down the lane 
where his love lives, wistfully 
singing his lonely song. It was 
something like that last night. Or 
else it could have been wolves or 
coyotes howling, dependi.i1g on 
your mood and if you were actu­
ally paying attention. 

Every room i.i1 the house was 

lit in silver; outside the kitchen 
and living room windows the 
11ver danced and sparkled in the 
cold. 

By 6:30 a.m., however, the 
yard had spmng to life, along 
with the cedar waxwings. The 
waxwings had spent the night i.i1 
thefr favo11te rhododendron, not 
far from thefr supply of this 
year's crop of crabapples. 

Morning coffee out of doors 
provides the jolt to get on with 
morni.i1g chores, as Clu'istmas 
approaches. There's always 
something to do: schedule time to 
get the tree, biing it in and deco-

rate it, polish up the woodstove, 
di'ive down to Logan to pick up 
our wandering son, home for the 
holidays, and then there's always 
firewood to cut, a constant daily 
task. 

Amid all this seasonal bustle, 
the villages of Millers Falls and 
Eivi.i1gside took pause yesterday 
to remember one of our own, a 

fonnidable lady who at times 
seemed bigger than life. 

Helen Prondecki, born in 
Millei·s Falls one Januaiy long 
ago in 1921, was laid to rest. A 
strong and powerful woman, she 
had been valedictorian of her 
TFHS Class of 1939, and post­
mistress of our Millers Falls post 
office dming the war years. She 
and her husband Edwin built the 
French Ki.i1g Motel and 
Restaurant in 1954, and founded 
the Franklin Groce1y in Millers 
Falls. 

Her sons Frank and Michael, 
respectively, still run those busi-

nesses which have become veri­
table local landmarks over the 
years. She always impressed 
those who met her with her 
stature and force of personality; 
we do not often see the likes of 
Helen Prondecki i.i1 a lifetime. 

December 12th - Most old 
houses have a room where castoff 
objects, old shoes and clotl1es, 
books and photographs accmnu­
late, findi.i1g their way to spend 
thefr days waiting to be called 
forth once again. In this house, 
we call it the Cold Room. This is 
the north-facing bedroom where 

the writi.i1g desk spends the wi.i1-
ter. 

Decidedly, silver is the color 
of these December days. The 
1101th light, greatly valued by 
painters for its gentleness and 
si.inple clai'ity, filters through the 
morning frost, coating the hefr­
loom wooden st01m windows. 

Earlier in the morning, outside 
the wi.i1dows, shadows of winter 
bi.i-ds moved in from the pi.i1es. 
Small voices from the juncos and 
tree spairnws tinkle and chime 
like delicate silver bells as they 
flit about the porch, gleaning 
thefr favo11te seeds from the mix 
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tossed to them. 
Up here in the Cold Room, 

neighbors' rooftops etched in 
frost are visible through the icy 
swfrls on the wi.i1dows, and the 
welcome sun begi.iis its jom11ey 
down Mineral Mom1tai.i1, first 
starting with the evergreens high 
up on the ridge when the redtail 
SUllS, to reach the valley floor, the 
silver tmning to golden light. 

Why is it some of us prefei· 
this season? It may be the pi'imi­
tive si.inplicity of the outdoors at 
this end of year, maybe ai1 
ancient echo of long ago ances­
tors who began to face the com­
ing yearly return of the glacier. 
For others, this is the ti.ine ofyeai· 
when a window opens into the 
past, when we cai1 see things that 
ai·e obscured at other times of the 
yeai·, when visitors long since 
passed on can visit once agai.i1. 

December 14th - To help the 
season, and to pace ourselves, 
each date has its ritual. 

Today, for the morning coffee 
read, Washington IIving's Old 
Christmas, makes its way down 
from the special Chi'istmas place 
on the Cold Room bookshelf to 
the kitchen table. 

This book contains accom1ts 
by living of his time spent in 
December in England in the 
1850s. Just opening the first 
pages sets the tone for the day. 

This is a 11tual begm1 in 1974 
when wife and son gave me the 
book one Chi'istmas. But the con­
nection goes back even fa11hei· 
than that. 

By the ti.ine, in a few days, that 
I reach the chapter called "The 
Stage Coach," one gl1ost of 
Chi'istmas past, my eai-Iy English 
teacher of long ago, will pay a 
visit tluough tl1ese pages. 

That'd be Bill Co1melly. He 
had us study, in our freshman 
yeai·, this Chi'istmas account by 
Washi.i1gton 1Ivi.i1g, and that 
locked all three of us, Bill, 
Washi.i1gton and me, into a 
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Construction Halted 
lor Six Weeks at Beaver Lake 

.r 

Construdion work in progress across the Beaver Lake at the top of 
Richardson Road, in October 

JOURNALS from pg 8 
Christmas ritual for life. 

High up in a classroom of 
that wonderful old building 
with its oak floors and ceiling­
high windows framing the oak 
trees and maples on Crocker 
A venue, Bill had us read, the 
week leading up to Christmas 
vacation, one or two oflrving's 
essays. 

Many years later, I had a 
chance to share with Mr. 
Connelly the importance taken 
on in my Christmases by the 
passages and the book he had 
introduced us to that one 
December long ago. He gave 
me that w1y Irish smile, and 
made the philosophical remark 
of many a retired English 
teacher: "You may well be the 
only one who remembers that!" 

Maybe so, but I think not. 
December 16th - The gather­

ing of our far-flung family is 
fast approaching, and it's no 
small task to whip the home­
stead into shape. This old house 
loves to accumulate dust and all 
mam1er of clutter and debris 
we've brought in from outside 
over the past few weeks. 

We are constantly on the 
move here, going in and out 
with muddy boots, bringing in 
artifacts from the river: beauti­
ful dried flower heads, pearly 
shells of river clams, small 
skulls, snake skins, various 
leaves, not to mention whatever 
comes in on the soles of our 
boots. 

My own assignment, howev­
er, is cleaning the cook stove. 
Those few of you who grew up 

with a massive cook stove in 
the kitchen know what I'm talk­
ing about. 

Five hundred pounds of 
black cast iron, the Glenwood C 
is a marvel of engineering, with 
its labyrinthine channels for 
heat, smoke and soot that need 
regular cleaning. So on come 
the gloves and dust mask, and 
off come the six burner lids, 
open the trap under the oven 
door, and stait shoveling out the 
soot. 

Some of it is fine powder; 
some has formed puffy dust 
lions attached to the inner walls. 
In spite of all precaution, a fine 
black haze is raised over my job 
site. After a lot of sweeping, 
bmshing and scraping, the lids 
go back on, and it's time to acti­
vate the elbow grease and 
smear on the stove black, get 
this old pile of cast iron pol­
ished up. Then to shine up the 
chrome. 

The ornamental silver edg­
ing pops loose. Each piece has 
its date and origin: "Glenwood 
Range Co. Taunton, Mass. 
1912." 

I do enjoy reading that leg­
end. Not only was it made here 
in Massachusetts (and not 
China for example) but it dates 
back to 1912. The historian in 
me associates all kinds of dis­
parate events from that year: 
that date is on the wall of the 
Millers Falls Tool Co. building 
I pass each day, that's the year 
grand uncle Doug Smith 
pitched in the new Fenway Park 
for his Red Sox debut, that's the 
year the Titanic went down, and 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE & LEVERETT 
The constmction of four new 
metal towers to cany the 345 
volt power line over the 20-acre 
wide beaver lake at the top of 
Richardson Road, on the border 
of Montague and Leverett, has 
fallen behind schedule and will 
be suspended until Februa1y, 
according to Frank Poirot, 
spokesperson for the Western 
Massachusetts Electric Company. 

Poirot said the site had been 
cleaned up and secured, heavy 
equipment removed, and the 
four metal pylons would be 
stored on location until wann 
weather retm11s and construction 
resumes on Febma1y 1st of next 
year. The project is now sched­
uled for completion for late 

so 011. 

Some of us inherit the need 
to remember things like that, 
and to keep old things. This 
stove, abandoned and then sal­
vaged from the back of a barn 
up in Whately, is now entering 
its 100th year. 

Soon the stove will be cov­
ered with the myriad of potluck 
dishes and desse1ts due to an-ive 
for the annual family home­
coming. But for now, it's b11ght 
and shining, ticking contentedly 
like a big black cat as the cast 
iron heats and expands, sha1111g 
the warmth of the crackling oak 
in the firebox, brought up from 
the woods last winter. 

December 21st - This day is 
a hue December day. The skies 
are gray, with a hint of snow, or 
sleet, or freezing rain. Or all of 
those. We could either get out 
and scrape ice off the car, shov­
el snow, or rake the leaves. We 
won't know for a while yet. 

Time now accelerates as we 
approach Christmas Eve. The 
house is in order, restored after 
the tidal wave of family swept 
through on December 18th. The 
gathering was as it always is: a 
house full of cousins, wives, 
husbands and their children, sis­
ter Sue and Mother, two Albe1ts 
(one Jm1ior and one Senior), all 
come back to the Smith home­
stead as we have done for close 
to the last 40 years, and two 
generations before that. 

As in most homes in our vil­
lages at one time or another dur­
ing this season, the rooms filled 
with laughter, family talk and 
old stories, here and there an 

April. 
"Severe weather drew away 

our resources," said Poirot, 
refening to the late October 
snow st01m that knocked out 
power throughout the region. 
"That window closed this 
week," said Poirot on December 
15th. 

He explained the utility com­
pany had a specific window of 
time during which it could deac­
tivate the power line and transfer 
it from the old wooden poles to 
the new metal pylons, which 
will stand 90 to 150 feet tall. 

The work was necessa1y 
because the beaver lake had sub­
merged the base of the wooden 
poles for years, rendering main­
tenance to the line difficult. 

The line that crosses the 

empty chair where some of the 
elders sat, now present as spirits 
in this old house, but present 
nonetheless. 

But today we will finish our 
Chrisnnas cards, still choosing 
the beleaguered US Postal 
Service to elecn·01lic cards, per­
haps some last Christmas shop­
ping, maybe just sit near the fire 
in the newly-becalmed house, 
waiting for the weather to make 
up its mind. 

December 22nd - This sho1t­
est day of the year will find me 
making the Chi-istmas rom1ds, in 
a way. I'm one of those who 
b1111gs this newspaper to the out­
lying disn-icts of our readership. 

After a quick stop at Bem1y 
Rubin's, greeted with his "Take 
a break!" and Greg William's 
smiling salute, I swing by David 
James' s Lake Pleasant post 
office for a chat about existen­
tialism or maybe the weather, or 
both. 

Next stop is Montague 
Center, where patrons have 
filled the Lady Killigrew over 
the roaring waters of the 
Sawmill. I breeze into the Book 
Mill, collect my weekly warm 
hello from Susan Shilliday, drop 
off the newest edition of our 
paper, and I'm off. 

There will be another Susie 
at the Montague Mini-Mait, a 
stop at the Leverett Coop and a 
b11ef chat with Hugh Con, our 
proofreader who volunteers 
long Wednesday nights reading 
and re-reading each week's edi­
tion. A slow drive by Lake 
Wyola, placid in the late after­
noon, smoke 1-ising from the few 
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beaver lake is "critical to this 
area," said Poirot. "We can 
maintain the flow of energy 
while they're out," but mid-win­
ter, when frequent m1predictable 
storms may cause other lines in 
the area to go down, is not the 
time to be deactivating the 
power line at the top of 
Richardson Road, he said. 

He said other than the delays 
caused by the severe weather 
and fall power outage, work at 
the beaver lake went "pretty 
smoothly. Drilling crews ran 
into more rock than anticipated 
at one or two of the fom1dations, 
and that added time to the sched­
ule," but all four foundations are 
now in place and ready for the 
resumption of constmction in 
late winter, and early spring. 

chimneys of lake shore cabins 
still occupied this cold 
December off-season. Cai· radio 
tuned to WHAi where the 
Christmas carols ai·e recycled, 
not yet reaching the point of sat­
uration, but it's coming! 

Riding higher and lligher up 
to the Wendell Counny Store, 
the weather always changes, 
getting progressively more like 
Janua1y up here, wllile lower 
down it's still December. 

Snow swirls as I di-ive past 
the Von Ransons'. Tins brief 
plateau in Wendell Center gives 
one a 360 degree view of the 
lowlands and forest stretched 
out below to the ho11zon. 

Down to the endai1gered 
Wendell Depot post office, a 
time capsule in itself where 
postmisn·ess Anny Haitjens has 
a wann greeting as always. 

My route across the top of 
the East Comity is about fin­
ished. A few more drops in 
downtown Erving, then a quick 
stop to see Eric and Ralph Semb 
in their rejuvenated ai1d jumping 
Entertainment Center. I replen­
ish the Reporter stand, check the 
payment can, and then I'm 
down the road to Prondecki' s, 
my last stop. 

Wllisk in ai1d out after a 
quick chat with Mike ai1d the 
boys, then, whew! Home. 

Feeling not m1like a ce1tain 
Santa Claus, I've folished my 
modest rounds for the year. 
Time to sit back, enjoy a cup of 
tea, maybe spiked with a little 
something extra, wait for snow, 
and wish you all a ll!l!III. 
Meny Chi·istmas! II~ 
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WICKMAN from page 1 
so that the financial staff are 
now supervised by the manager 
of finance and operations. That 
position is now held by former 
Greenfield town accountant 
Mike Kociela, whose quick 
grasp of the financial complexi­
ties of the five town, four school 
district union (which includes 
the Swift River school district of 
New Salem and Wendell, along 
with the elementary school dis­
tricts of Erving, Leverett and 
Shutesbmy) and clear budget 
expositions have won praise 
from boards who roundly criti­
cized his predecessor for incon­
sistent spreadsheets and confus­
ing data. 

Wickman said she restmc­
tured the secretarial positions for 
special education, which fo1mer­
ly consisted of part time staff in 
each school, and now has been 
consolidated into a single post at 
the central office - adding a sev­
enth staff person there, but reduc­
ing the number of hours a week 
devoted to this task from 52 to 40 
union wide. "This has resulted in 
a cost savings for each of these 
schools," said Wickman. 

On the topic of special needs 
students, the superintendent said 
the overall number of children 
with special needs appears to be 
holding steady in the union, "but 
the intensity of their needs has 
increased." 

To help meet those needs, the 
union has recently hired an inclu­
sion specialist, to assist the 
schools in mainstreaming stu­
dents with special needs, so they 
receive more of their educational 
services in the classroom with 
their peers, rather than in expen­
sive out of district placements. 

Wickman said holding the 
number of out of district place­
ments down (there are just two 
now in the union) and hiring 
classroom aides instead repre­
sents a huge cost savings for the 
union. It can cost on average 
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three times as much to educate a 
special needs student outside the 
district, Wickman said. 

Still, the hiring of the inclu­
sion specialist, paid for initially 
with federal stimulus funds, set 
off a Inild foror among the mem­
ber towns over the legalities 
involved with hiring a shared 
employee, and determining how 
that person's benefits would be 
paid. A siinilar brouhaha devel­
oped over the retirement benefits 
for Paulin last year, since his ben­
efit package, according to past 
practice of the union, was set by 
the town with the highest per­
centage of students in union 
schools. 

At this point, that town is 
Eiving, which offers far more 
generous benefits for employees 
than do the other towns in the 
tinion, leaving towns like 
Shutesbmy and Leverett to 
protest that their own town 
employees are getting 50% bene­
fits paid by the town on retire­
ment, while at the same time they 
are being asked to contribute 
79% to retirement benefits at 
Union 28. 

Anomalies like this have 
caused more than a dozen town 
officials from across the union to 
meet together for hours on end 
snuggling over contradicto1y 
legal interpretations from the 
Department of Revenue to settle 
a dispute on a single retiree's 
benefits, fanning the flames of 
discontent with the union in 
Eiving, Leverett and Shutesbmy. 

All five towns have signed 
onto a petition for the legislature 
to create a special act to allow the 
towns of the union to contribute 
to a U-28 employee's benefits at 
the same percentage they con­
tribute to their own employees'. 
Wickman said the union is now 
awa1tlllg the legislature's 
approval of that special legisla­
tion, and she expressed hope that 
when that controversy is finally 
behind thelll, the towns may look 

more kindly on the centmy-old, 
horizontal union structure that 
allows each town to maintain an 
equal level of autonomy over 
their elementruy grade schools. 

Yet within that struchll'e, 
Wickman takes her role as super­
intendent seriously, attending up 
to 120 night meetings a year with 
each of the four school cominit­
tees, and nying to keep commu­
nications open with town 
accountants, finance cominittee 
chairs and selectboards in the 
member towns. Her job involves 
approving hiring decisions at the 
school building level, and signing 
off on home schooling applica­
tions, among many other tasks -
and Wickman has not taken a 
mbber stamp approach to any of 
these matters. 

"I have to live within regula­
tions and mandates established at 
the state level. Some staff think 
there is still a continuum in te1ms 
of how rigidly a superintendent 
adheres or doesn't adhere to 
thelll," Wickman added. 

Though members at a recent 
Leverett school cominittee meet­
ing talked of Wickman's reputa­
tion as a hardliner when it comes 
to home schooling, for example, 
still the most recent home school 
application was approved by the 
superintendent and the cominit­
tee in less than a month, to every­
one's apparent satisfaction. 

The cost ofWickman's salaiy 
- $124,790 plus a $6000 annuity 
in lieu of health coverage - has 
also come up for critical com­
ment at Leverett selectboard 
meetings recently, but Wickman 
defended her annual package as 
justified by her advanced degree 
(she has a doctorate in educa­
tion), her busy night meeting 
schedule, and her five plus years 
of experience on the job. Yet 
Wickman maintains she is still 
the lowest paid school superin­
tendent in Franklin County. 

She points with pride to the 
accomplishments of the schools 
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in Union 28. the quality of their school anti-
"When we n·ack our sh1dents, bullying plans. 

they tend to do extremely well Wickman said the role of such 
compai·ed to other 7th graders. central office personnel as the 
That tends to be the feedback we cmriculum coordinator and spe­
heai· from the high schools." cial education director, to say 

When Union 28 went through nothing of the more routine func­
its most recent Educational tions of payroll clerks, will be 
Quality and Accountability audit, more appreciated by hai·d work­
a system wide measure of the ing school principals burdened 
educational capacity and per- with an increasing airny of state 
fo1mance of public schools in mandates around such things as 
Massachusetts, in 2007, teacher evaluations and school 
Wickman said the U-28 schools bullying policy enforcement. In 
were found wanting in only one many ways, Wickman insists, the 
category out of about 50 meas- Union is there for the member 
ured. That one sho1tcoming, the towns and their schools. 
placement of a special needs To get a better sense of the 
classroom in the Leverett public's understanding and sup­
Elementruy Library, too fai· from po1t for Union 28, the joint super­
mainstream classrooms, was visory cominittee of the union 
quickly conected, and the state has prepared a union wide sur­
has not considered it necessary to vey, which will be available sta1t­
return to Union 28 schools for ing in January online via links at 
follow up audits since. each town's website. School 

Wickman also noted, "We had employees can access the smvey 
a pretty phenomenal special edu- through their principal's offices, 
cation audit in 2009," and she and hard copies will go home 
said she has recently received a with students. Wickman said the 
call from the state depaitment of union hopes to have the results 
elementa1y and secondary educa- compiled and made pub- 1-■.., 
tion commending the union for lie in Febmaiy. !II 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 
Domestic Assault, Harassment, Larceny 

Wednesday, 12/14 Street. Smnmons issued. Road. Peace restored. 
2:20 a.m. Arrest of 7:43 p.m. Domestic dis- Saturday, 12/17 

turbance on Bridge 2:09 a.m. Domestic dis­
for domes- Street. Services rendered. turbance on Fourth 

tic assault and battery on 9:20 p.m. Domestic dis- Street. Summons issued. 
Avenue A turbance at The 3:33 a.m. Domestic dis-

11wisclay, 12/15 Montague l1m on turbance on Fourth 
I:02 a.m. Domestic dis- Federal Street. Street. Services rendered. 

turbance on Fourth Investigated. 5:22 p.m. Domestic dis-

Street. Services rendered. Friday, 12/16 turbance on Avenue A 
8:14 a.m. illegal dump- 10:31 a.m. Arrest of Services rendered. 

ing at Montague Center 7:12 p.m. Threatening. 
by the park. Services ren- harassment on Avenue A 
dered. for domestic assatJt and Referred to an officer. 

3:56 p.m. Threatening, battery, assault with a I0:59 p.m. Restraining 
harassment on Third dangerous weapon, and order violation on 
Street. Services rendered. resisting arrest. Fourth Street. 

3:57 p.m. Threatening, 5:39 p.m. Larceny at Jay Investigated. 

harassment on L Street. K's Liquors on Avenue Sunday, 12/18 
Services rendered. A Stunmons issued. 7:47 a.m. Domestic dis-

4:46 p.m. Restraining 7:38 p.m. Domestic dis- turbance on Old Stage 
order violation on fourth turbance on Old Stage Road. Peace restored. 
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It is difficult to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day for lack 
of what is found there. 

- William Carlos Williams 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, and Janel Nockleby 

design by Claudia Wells 

The Darkling Thrush 

I leant upon a coppice gate 
When Frost was spectre~gray, 

And Winter's dregs made desolate 
The weakening eye of day. 

The tangled bine~stems scored the sky 
Like strings of broken lyres, 
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The editors would like to thank: the following for their generous 
financial underwriting of The Poetry Page: -

Klondike Sound, . 
Green Fields Market, 
Carlin Barton, Michael Muller and 
Dr. Robert Koolkin, Montague Dental Arts 
Readers are invited to send poems to the Montague Reporter at 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376; or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

The Visionary 

Silent is the house: all are laid asleep: 
One alone looks out o'er the snow~wreaths deep, 
Watching every cloud, dreading every breeze 
That whirls the wildering drift, and bends the 
groaning trees. 

Cheerful is the hearth, soft the matted floor; 

What I love shall come like visitant of air, 
Safe in secret power from lurking human snare; 
What loves me, no word of mine shall e'er betray, 
Though for faith unstained my life must forfeit pay. 
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And all mankind that haunted nigh 
Had sought their household fires. 

The land's sharp features seemed to be 
The Century's corpse outleant, 

His crypt the cloudy canopy, 

Not one shivering gust creeps through pane or door; 
The little lamp bums straight, its rays shoot strong 
and far: 

Bum, then, little lamp; glimmer straight and clear­
Hush! a rustling wing stirs, methinks, the air: 

The wind his death~lament. 
The ancient pulse of germ and birth 

Was shrunken hard and dry, 
And every spirit upon earth 

Seemed f ervourless as I. 

At once a voice arose among 
The bleak twigs overhead 

In a full~hearted evensong 
Of joy illimited; 

An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small, 
In blast~beruffled plume, 

Had chosen thus to fling his soul 
Upon the growing gloom. 

So little cause for carolings 
Of such ecstatic sound 

Was written on terrestrial things 
Afar or nigh around, 

That I could think there trembled through 
His happy good~night air 

Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew 
And I was unaware. 

-Thomas Hardy 
England 

Like Brooms of Steel 

Like Brooms of Steel 
The Snow and Wind 
Had swept the Winter Street ~ 
The House was hooked 
The Sun sent out 
Faint Deputies of Heat ~ 
Where rode the Bird 
The Silence tied 
His ample ~ plodding Steed 
The Apple in the Cellar snug 
Was all the one that played. 

-Emily Dickinson 
Amherst 

Contributors' Notes: 
Thomas Campion lived in England 1567- 1620 

John Clare lived in England from 1793 - 1864. 

Emily Bronte lived in England from1818 - 1848. 

Walt Whitman lived from 1819 - 1892 in New York. 

Charles Boudelaire was born in Paris and lived from 
1821- 1867. 

I trim it well, to be the wanderer's guiding~star. 

Frown, my haughty sire! chide, my angry dame! 
Set your slaves to spy; threaten me with shame: 
But neither sire nor dame nor prying serf shall 
know, 
What angel nightly tracks that waste of frozen 
snow. 

A Christmas Prayer 

Some say you died for my sins, 

But I say you just died. 

They killed you then, 

and they would kill you now. 

Breathe the living cosmos 

into their moribund minds. 

Make everyone a hero, 

and be crucified on the cross 

of ritual slavery 

to money, machines, markets, and militarism. 

Who knows when you were born? 

But your death lingers long, like nativity. 

Cultures praise you in Heaven, 

from sepulchers for the living 

where your head is mounted 

on Mammon's mantelpiece. 

We celebrate your birth, 

the potlatch turned inside out 

and squeezed dry for one day 

at the altar of take. 

And somehow you still weather the beating, 

be you martyr, messiah, or masochist. 

And guilt's garden, 

garnished with worm~eaten apples, 

is more than just the manure of clerics. 

-Kevin Smith 
Turners Falls 

Emily Dickinson lived in Amherst, MA from 
1830 - 1886. 

Thomas Hardy lived in England from 1840 -1928. 

Rainer Maria Rilke lived from 1875- 1926, living 
throughout Europe. 

Kevin Smith is 52 years old, a Turners Falls resident, 
tubist and therapist as well as poet. 

He for whom I wait, thus ever comes to me; 
Strange Power! I trust thy might; trust thou my 
constancy. 

-Emily Bronte 
England 

The Old Year 

The Old Year's gone away 
To nothingness and night: 

We cannot find him all the day 
Nor hear him in the night: 

He left no footstep, mark or place 
In either shade or sun: 

The last year he'd a neighbour's face, 
In this he's known by none. 

All nothing everywhere: 
Mists we on mornings see 

Have more of substance when they're 
here 

And more of form than he. 
He was a friend by every fire, 

In every cot and hall-
A guest to every heart's desire, 

And now he's nought at all. 

Old papers thrown away, 
Old garments cast aside, 

The talk of yesterday, 
Are things identified; 

But time once tom away 
No voices can recall: 

The eve of New Year's Day 
Left the Old Year lost to all. 

-John Clare 
England 



12 

GILL from pg 6 
FY'12 state aid the town has 
received. 

The selectboard will hope to 
meet with the finance committee 
on this wan-ant aiticle on January 
7th. 
Tax Rate Set 

The board held a tax classifi­
cation hearing, and approved 
Purington's recommendation on 
behalf of the board of assessors to 
retain a single tax rate, which for 
FY'12 will be $14.55 per thou­
sand dollars of valuation. 

Purington said that amount 
represents an increase of $0.65 
from last yeai·'s rate of $13.90. 
He accounted for the increase by 
saying ten cents of the hike 
comes from a debt exclusion 
approved for paying off the loan 
on the Mariamante property, 34 
cents comes from the annual 
increase allowed under 
Proposition 2½, and new growth, 
at about $31,000, adds roughly 
21 cents to the tax rate this yeai·. 

Purington said, "T ownwide, 
property value has declined very 
slightly, about $320,000 on total 
value of$152 million." The valu­
ation of prope1ty is based on 
"a1m's-length sales" recorded in 
the past two years, and has been 
approved by the Department of 
Revenue. 

Purington said prope1ty sales 
in Gill have been holding steady 
at about eight to ten a year, with 
some properties selling above 
their assessed value, some at par, 
and some below. 

"Gill still seems to be holding 
its value, based on recent sales," 
summed up Purington. 

One value that is still eluding 
the selectboard is the amount it 
will cost to put up partition walls 
on the first floor of town hall, to 
divide up staff offices in a way 
that will allow privacy for tax­
payers and employees. This proj­
ect, for which town meeting pre­
viously allocated $10,000 to pay 

for materials, has been years in 
the planning stage, and would 
also allow the assessors to move 
their meetings and records up 
from the frequently damp town 
hall basement. 

The town had hoped to interest 
the Tech School in using the proj­
ect as a demonstration opportuni­
ty for students in the building 
trades program. But word came 
back the Tech School could not 
take on the project. 

Although Purington spoke 
about the possibility of organiz­
ing a volunteer work bee to raise 
the paitition walls, the select­
board asked Purington to get 
quotes from private contractors, 
to see what the project would 
cost. 
Video Stipends 

After a brief hiatus in video­
taping the Gill selectboard meet­
ings, volunteer Rick James was 
back behind the camera again this 
week for MCTV, Channel 17, 
and the selectboai·d spent pait of 
the meeting discussing ways to 
ensure the continuity of video 
recording of their meetings. 

The town has been piling up 
funds in an account to pay for 
local cable access programming. 
Purington said that fund, which 
every cable subscriber in Gill 
pays into through an automatic 
fee on their monthly bill, has now 
totaled up $32,000, "with more 
coming in quarterly." 

John Wai·d, who campaigned 
for selectboai·d two yeai·s ago 
partly on a pledge to open up the 
selectboai·d meetings and town 
meetings to video coverage on 
the cable access channel, said he 
was pleased to see the board 
agree at the end of the discussion 
to commit to a $25 stipend per 
selectboai·d meeting for whomev­
er operates the camera. 

Purington said the board 
hoped that more people could get 
trained to run the equipment, to 
give James some backup so that 
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he would not have to videotape 
eve1y single meeting (as he has 
been doing for the last two yeai·s, 
with few exceptions, until the 
middle of the fall). Purington 
added that if more residents 
became familiar with the camera 
equipment, they might be more 
likely to video other events or 
meetings in town and get them on 
the air as volunteers. 

MCTV, located on 2nd Street 
in Tumers, offers regular free 
trainings for volunteers to leam 
camera skills, editing, and pro­
duction; to find out more about 
those trainings call 863-9200. 

Speaking of the recent hiatus 
in meeting coverage in Gill, 
Wai·d said, "It's ve1y interesting 
that that intem1ption in service 
made eve1ybody on the select­
boai·d feel like they were missing 
something. The idea of broad­
casting the meetings was not 
warmly received initially." 

Wai·d said he would like to see 
volunteers trained and willing to 
get out in the community to tape 
other meetings, like the finance 
or conse1vation committee, or 
events like conceits on the com­
mon, or the Gill crafts festival. 

Speaking of the conservation 
commission, the selectboard 
accepted with regret the resigna­
tion of Ted Castro-Santos from 
that board after eight years of vol­
unteer se1vice. The town is seek­
ing someone to fill that open seat, 
and also volunteers to se1ve on 
the town's open space committee 
- call 863-9347 and speak to 
Purington to find out more. 

The lighting upgrades are 
complete at the elementa1y 
school; a leak in the steam pipe to 
the radiators in the multi-purpose 
room is fixed; but the new boiler 
is giving the town problems. 
Siemens Building Technologies 
is working with the contractor to 
resolve the heating dilemma at 
the elementary school. II 

LEVERETT from pg 6 
junction with with the town's 
planned acquisition of a con­
servation restriction on much 
of that property is unlikely to 
come to pass, because yields on 
private wells on that section of 
Teewaddle Hill are already 
low. 

Edie Field briefed the select­
board on plans to approach the 
commtmity prese1vation com­
Inittee for funding to provide for 
a comprehensive historic reha­
bilitation of town cemeteries. 

The cemeteries in Leverett 
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are maintained by private asso­
ciations, but those groups do 
not necessarily have the where­
withal to pay for the restoration 
of damaged stones, fences, 
gates, and the like. 

Field told the board the 
associations would work 
together in the application 
process, in the interest of pre­
serving an important historical 
and genealogical resource for 
the town. 

The board gave 
their blessing to the 1-■.., 
proposal. !II 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Suspected Cyberbullying, Animal Cruelty and Fraud 

Tuesday, 12/13 accident. State police handled same. 

8:50 a.m. Report of bullying situa- I 1:10 a.m. Fraud reported on 

tion on Old State Road. Juvenile Strachen Street. Under investiga­

received internet threats of injury. tion. 

Under investigation. 12:30 p.m. Report of suspicious 

9:1 I p.m. Report of erratic white motor vehicle at River Road resi­

box tmck. Same pulled over at the dence. Checked same. Found to be 

Box Car Restaurant. Vehicle gone all set. 

upon arrival. Saturday, 12/17 
Wednesday, 12/14 12:55 a.m. Criminal application 

Il:50 a.m. Report of animal cmel- issued to 

ty at West High Street residence. , for expired license and 

Checked same. Animal appeared inspection sticker violation on 

healthy. Did have injury. Advised to Route 2. 
bring same to vet. 10:25 a.m. Alarm at Christina's 

2:30 p.m. Stmcture fire at North Restaurant. Building secured. 

Street residence. Assisted with traf- 6:47 p.m. Report from Montague 

fie on scene. 

Thursday, 12/15 
12:20 a.m. Assisted Northfield 

police with warrant arrest on 

Millers Falls Road in Northfield. 

I 1:05 p.m. Assisted Northfield 

police of suspicious male subject on 

Bridge Street Bridge. Checked same, 

is all set. Just getting fresh air. 

Sunday, 12/18 
8:10 p.m. Criminal application 

police with vehicle rollover at , for operating a 

Northfield/Erving town line on motor vehicle after a suspension on 

Gu.If Road. Moore Street. 

Friday, 12/16 Monday, 12/19 
6:50 a.m. Report of motor vehicle 10:05 a.m. Report of credit card 

off roadway in area of Old State fraud on River Street. Under inves­

Road. Fotmd to be motor vehicle tigation 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Erectile Dysfunction as a Sign of Heart Disease 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Is erectile 
dysfunction a possible symp­
tom of heart problems? 

Erectile dysfunction (ED), 
which is inadequate erection 
for sex, can indicate that some­
thing is wrong with your heart. 
Here's why: 

Blood flowing to the penis 
creates erections. Plaque 
buildup narrows and hardens 
arteries (atherosclerosis) 
reducing blood flow through-

VONNEGUT from pg 1 
Hollywood Hospital in 
Vancouver, a descent into the 
maelstrom of madness he 
recotmted in his first book -
1975's Eden Express. 

Vonnegut is an ambiguous 
figure, at once brave and fasci­
nating in the mode of a celebri­
ty willing to lend the world his 
experience as a lens into the 
prevalence and ravages of men­
tal illness, and yet at the same 
time standing to one side, 
ambivalent about his experi­
ence and the drugs he credits in 
some degree with leading him 
into or out of it. In the choppy 
wake of Nassir Ghaeini's 2011 
discourse on the supposed cor­
relation between mood disor­
ders and leadership in politi­
cians like FDR and JFK (A First 
Rate Madness), Vonnegut wiyly 
cast himself in the company of 
such epochal personages as 
Abraham Lincoln and brilliant 

out the body. The arteries sup­
plying blood to the penis are 
smaller than those for the 
heart. So, ED can be an early 
sign of atherosclerosis, which 
can increase your risk of heart 
attack and stroke. 

The risk factors for hea1t 
disease signaled by ED include 
age and genes. 

Younger men are more like­
ly to have heart disease with 
ED. Men under 50 are at espe­
cially high risk. ED in men 
over 70 is probably not a sign 
of hea1t problems. 

It's more likely ED could be 
a sign of heart disease if you 
had a close relative with heart 
disease at an early age. 

Other risk factors include: 
high blood pressure, elevated 
LDL or "bad" cholesterol, obe-

artists like Van Gogh. 
We are all in the gutter, but 

some of us are looking at the 
stars. Or perhaps the 
Hollywood Stars. 

"Van Gogh never sold a 
painting in his life, and now his 
work is selling for $53 Inillion, 
which goes to show there's an 
upside to acquiring the art of 
the mentally ill while they're 
still alive," he offered with 
trademark Vonnegut irony, 
hoisting one of his paintings 
aloft for public inspection. 

Shading from deprecating 
insight to serious social com­
mentary, Vonnegut described 
the a1tist's path as a way out 
from the labyrinth of a torhll'ed 
mind. He talked about his great 
grandfather, Bemard Vonnegut, 
bursting into tears during a long 
ago inventory at Vonnegut 
Hardware in Indianapolis and 
c1ying, "I want to be an artist!" 

"Art is ltmging fo1ward with 

sity, diabetes, smoking, inac­
tivity and depression. 

Ian M. Thompson, MD, a 
urologist at the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at 
San Antonio, did a study that 
showed a strong association 
between ED and heart disease. 

"Our data suggest that older 
men in this group (with ED) 
have about a twofold greater 
risk of cardiovascular disease 
than men without erectile dys­
function," Thompson said. 

Dr. Thompson's study 
involved 9,457 men over a 
seven-year period. All were 
aged 55 or older. 

Dr. Thompson found that 
men who reported erectile dys­
ftmction for the first time dur­
ing the study carried a 25% 
increased risk for developing 

no certainty about where you're 
going or how to get there," said 
his great grandson. And 
"Mental illness is like a train 
going faster and faster and you 
don't know when it's left the 
tracks." 

Bemard went on to a career 
in architecture, designing some 
of the great edifices of 
Indianapolis. His son, Kurt Sr., 
designed chessboards and furni­
ture. Kmt Jr. became the writer 
beloved by Inillions for works 
like Cat's Cradle and the Sirens 
of Titan. And so it goes. 

Speaking of the muse that 
beckoned and the disease that 
hatmted his fainily, Vonnegut 
said, "My father wrote as well as 
he did by clawing his way back 
from the illness and finding 
something he could call tiuth." 

He said, "My mother was out 
of her mind a large part of the 
time, but she didn't let it define 
her." 

subsequent heart disease dur­
ing follow-up. In men who had 
ED from the beginning of the 
study, the risk of developing 
subsequent heart disease risk 
was 45%. 

German researchers also 
reported that men with ED are 
twice as likely to suffer from 
cardiovascular disease. 

Dr. Michael Bohm, a cardi­
ologist at Germany's Saarland 
University, and his colleagues 
studied 1,519 men from 13 
cotmtries who were involved in 
a study of drugs to treat cardio­
vascular disease. The men 
were asked about their ED at 
the beginning of the study, two 
years into it and at the end at 
five years. There were 55 per­
cent with ED at the beginning 
of the trial, nearly double the 

And he acknowledged, "I've 
had to be hospitalized. I meet 
diagnostic criteria. I don't think 
there are ve1y many people who 
are not at some time out of their 
Ininds. That's why people need 
people." 

Vonnegut spends his days 
now defying the ten to fifteen 
Ininute per patient diagnostic 
obstacle course prescribed to 
doctors by insurance compa­
nies, and doing whatever it 
takes to help yotmg people find 
a way back to physical, mental 
and social health in his pediatric 
practice. 

He spoke about the impossi­
ble math of health insurance, 
where fainilies pay "$16,000 a 
year trying to get some of it 
back." He talked about the 
impossibility of providing good 
pediatric care in an era of atten­
tion deficit television disorders 
and $100 pills. 

Talking from experience as a 

normal incidence of about 30% 
in the population at large. 

The team reported that, in 
the five years of follow-up, 
men with ED were 1.9 times as 
likely to die from heart disease, 
twice as likely to have a heart 
attack, 1.2 times as likely to be 
hospitalized for heart failure 
and 1.1 times more likely to 
have a stroke. 

The studies in the U.S. and 
Germany are just two of more 
than 100 studies linking heart 
disease to ED. Cardiologists 
urge men with ED to get a 
complete medical exam to 
screen for corona1y arte1y dis­
ease that can lead to heart 
attack. 

If you have questions, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

patient and as a doctor dealing 
with mental illness, Vonnegut 
said, "You can be so fearful 
about relapse that you medicate 
someone so heavily they can't 
get well." 

He scattered bon mots like 
non pareils on a grindhouse 
floor. 

The crowd leaned in close. 
And for a time, Vonnegut held 
them in his expressive palms 
that seemed to wing their way 
ahead of his thoughts in hap­
less, attenuated flight, like the 
hands of Billy Bibbit, or Billy 
Pilgrim, homing to some radar 
signal few could hear and fewer 
still would wish to follow, as 
the audience strained to listen, 
gathered close about him in the 
hushed room, pa1t of the same 
karass, refugees from the same 
asylum, on a fishing trip for 
troubled meaning in the high 
seas of modem times. 
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BY ELOISE MICHAEL -
Before we leave for California, I 
practice having both bodies 
awake at once. Jason wakes the 
Body at Rest while I am sitting in 
the living room I find I can have 
my eyes open in two places, but I 
really can't do two things at once. 
I can't even stand up with both 
bodies at the same time. I am 
dizzy enough to fall down. 

During the trip Jason is awake 
for four or five hours out of the 
time I am awake. We talk about 
old times, and he lectures a lot 
about politics. 

The first day he says to me, 
"You sure do sleep soundly in the 
back of a car. I can't do that -
especially not for twelve hours." 

KREJMAS from pg 1 
from you people that there was a 
meeting, so I could be here. 
Behind the scenes dealing I don't 
like." 

"Sleeping is kind of different 
for me now," I say. "If I'm rest­
less, or thinking about something, 
then the Body in Motion thinks 
about it for me. The Body at Rest 
really has nothing to do but sleep. 
It's pretty relaxing." 

"I'll bet it is." 
"No really, eve1yone should 

sleep that way, even without a 
doppelganger. If you could just 
leave all the thinking and doing -
and woriying - for when you're 
awake ... " I trail off. 

"Only no one is able to do 
that," Jason says. 

"Yeah, I know," I say. "Also, 
you are motivated to stay asleep­
to avoid having both bodies 
awake." 
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Jason doesn't answer. Both 
bodies will have to be awake 
while I install the software, but 
we don't talk about it. 

I drive to Boston the day 
before the meeting. It's confosing 
to drive west by night and east by 
day. I almost forget which one of 
me is which during the drive, but 
luckily it's only two hours to 
Boston. 

The morning of the meeting I 
wake up in my hotel room I get 
to the office and then to the con­
ference room. 

I need to be settled by 9: 10 so 
the other body can be awake. 
Jason has promised me that no 
one will ask me a question during 
the meeting. I just need to sit 
there and look nonnal. I wonder 
how many people at the meeting 
know what is actually going on. 
Just one? Or more? 

He doesn't tell me. It's better 
not to know, he says. 

So I greet my coworkers, 
make small talk, affange my 
things on the table in front of me. 

"We should get started," my 
boss, Alissa, says at 9:03. She is 
good at keeping people on task. I 
wonder if she is the one working 
with Jason. 

A man begins a presentation, 
and a few minutes into it, the 
doppelganger wakes up. I need to 
look ale1t in Boston but give all 
of my attention to the body in San 
Jose. 

I wake up in the car outside an 
office building. I go in alone. We 
don't want security to identify 
anyone else. 

Jason has helped me henna my 
hair, pad my body to look a little 
fatter, and put on some makeup. 

I am supposed to look like 
someone else pretending to be 
me. 

I show my badge at the door, 
and the security guard looks at 

There's just as much junk as there 
was two years ago." 

"Between now and spring it'll 
all be cleaned up," said Krejmas, 
taking a different tack. 

"We need a date," replied 
Banash. 

'Tm not going to have you 
hold me to it," pairied Krejmas. 

Banash said, "We've had the 
discussion about you cleaning up 
your property for the last five 
yeai·s." 
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me questioningly. It is 5:00 in the 
morning, after all. 

I resist the urge to explain 
myself. That would seem suspi­
cious. Instead I walk through like 
I have eve1y reason in the world 
to be there. People test applica­
tions in the iniddle of the night. 
They switch over se1vers, as well. 

I walk down the hallway look­
ing for the right place. I have nm 
over the plan many times with 
Jason. 

I pause at the door and swipe 
my badge in the reader. 

The door clicks, and I open it. 
There ai·e security cameras in 

the hallway and also in this room. 
I know that people will be scmti­
nizing these videos later and pur­
posely don't tum my face toward 
any of them. 

The door clicks shut behind 
me. 

- Continued Next Issue 

An argument ensued about 
whether that meant July 1st or 
July 30th. 

"I won't clean it up in winter. I 
won't be hiring anybody," 
warned Krejmas. 

The boai·d insisted on a date of 
July 1st for the property to be 
cleaned up according to the list in 
Ayers' conditions. 

Krejmas launched into a 
lengthy peroration about how he 
had never had any complaints 
about his property before 
Chickering moved in, how he had 
attempted to appease 
Chickering's complaints with a 
new 10-foot high fence, and how 
he had saved the town money on 
more than one occasion in the 
past as highway boss, as when he 
beat out the state bid on reconfig­
uring West Gill Road ''through 
the woods" to Main Road, using 
his local crew. Or how about the 
time he worked all weekend at 
the town garage using his own 
tools to fix the blown gaskets on 
the new fire truck's tank? 

444 Main Street, Gill Ayers said, "The final step is 
to go to cowt to enforce my 
order. If you disregai·d the cowt, 
you'll be found in contempt of 
court. The cmut has the ability to 
force you to comply." 

Krejinas said he had not stud­
ied that list. "I don't know what's 
in there, so I don't know whether 
I intend to agree with it." 

John Ward cut him off. "We 
have established you as being a 
good guy. That's not why you're 
in front ofus. Let's move forward 
to how we can work with you and 
for you and your neighbor." 

"1brow me in jail!" reto1ted 
Krejmas. "This is getting to me, 
and it's getting to me bad. I've 
been in a doctor's care since 
1986," with a hea1t condition. 

Krejmas took out a bottle of 
prescription pills and hurled them 
in the direction of the select­
board's table, just missing Ann 
Banash. 

Turning to Glen Ayers, he 
said, "White man speak with 
forked tongue!" 

He offered to sell his prope1ty 

to the board on the spot, and 
quoted an obscure scriptural 
verse that ended, "I can't wait to 
bmsh the dust off my shoes when 
I leave this town for the last 
time." 

Banash retained her compo­
sure, and said, "There are issues 
that need to be dealt with. We 
need to work them out one by 
one." 

Ayers said he had been work­
ing with Krejmas to clean up 444 
Main Road for two years, and in 
contrast to other health agents in 
the county, Ayers said he had not 
only taken a voluntaiy compli­
ance approach with Krejinas at 
first, but had extended his willing­
ness to work out a voluntaiy solu­
tion for nearly two years. Ayers 
noted the file his predecessor had 
left about the prope1ty was a thick 
one, dating back years. 

Krejmas said, "There's a 
whole new fence. The prope1ty 
has been cleaned up." 

Ayers disputed that. "There 
really has not been signific.ant 
change. There are still piles and 
piles of debris." 

Earlier, Krejinas maintained 
that the cars on the property were 
all parked there legally, "within 
the bylaws. They're all antiques. 
They're all mnnable." 

Ayers disputed that. "We're 
not talking about antique cars 
here. We're talking about junk. A 
cellar hole with a collapsed roof. 
It needs to be cleaned up. It's 
dangerous. Eveiyone agreed at 
the beginning - we're going to 
clean this place up. Honestly, the 
trend is not a positive one. 

Banash offered to help 
Krejinas locate a source of grant 
fonding to help him clean up his 
prope1ty. 

'Tm not looking for anybody 
to do my work for me," he 
answered. 

Krejinas said he would have 
the prope1ty cleaned up by July. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Breaking and Entering on West Gill Road 

Monday, 12/12 Th.mday, 12/15 
11:25 a.m. Civil process served to res- 10:40 a.m. Restraining 01-der issue for 
ident on Lyons Hill Road victim on Main Road. 
Tuesday, 12/13 11:50 a.m. Fireanns issue on Dole 
8:05 p.m. Breaking and entering Rd 
reported on West Gill Road. Officers 7:20 a.m. Report of a suspicious vehi­
fi:om Erving and Bernardston assisted. de in Riverside; all OK 
Wednesday, 12/14 Friday, 12/16 
7: IO a.m. Seet11'ity check on Grist Mill 5:50 p.m. Semrity check, Franklin Rd. 
Road. Saturday, 12/17 
8:50 a.m. Responded to elementary 1:15 p.m. Disable vehicle on Gill-
scl10ol for bullying issue. Montague bridge; assisted same. 
11:00 a.m. Responded to River Road 6:52 p.m Report of past motor vehi­
for an ilmnigration issue. de accident Chappell Drive and Rte 2. 

Ayers offered him another 
copy of the list of conditions, but 
Krejinas, with hands shorn of a 
number of fingers from a life of 

hai·d labor, waved it i■■""' 
away. ~ 
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• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

~ ~ &r '"11 a!Jm,1115 
Burgers & Beer 
·n front of the fire 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

Nooft 
10% off your purchase when you 
donate a story to the 'Omnium Gatherums' 
story collection project. 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 
+ • + • • -

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"All Aspects of Landscape Design 

and Maintenance" 
Residential & Commmial • Fullv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN ENT pm. - 1 a.m 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft 
Night, 7 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Ping 
Pong, 7 - 9 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, with Dan, Kip and 
Shultzy from Curly Fingers DuPree 
host. 8 30 - 11 :30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW until JANUARY 29th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Artwork by Leonore Alaniz. 

NOW until January 31st 
Ursa Major Gallery, Shelburne Falls 
Paintings by Michael Katz. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22nd 
Northfield Mountain Recreation Center: 
Solstice Headlamp Hike, Ages 12 & 
older. 6-9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, T umers Falls: Uncle Hal, 
funky-tonk, 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Guberman & 
Paradis, classic rock duo, 8 -10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23rd 
Deja Brew, Wendell Rhythm Inc., reg­
gae, 9-11 pm. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: New 
z Year's Eve Comedy at the Shea with i Joe Wong and Rick Canavan, reser­
~ vations strongly suggested, beer and 
;i wine available, 8 p.m 
z 
:::, 

g SUNDAY, JANUARY 1st 
8 Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls MR. 

-- ~ Poulopoulos & John Rice, 3 p m. 

The Miles Band, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24th 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Second Annual Christmas Eve Get 
Together, 5 - 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, a 
night of spoken 
word, 7 -10 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 
28th 
The Grille, 
Greenfield: Pat & 
Tex LaMountain 
& their band cel­
ebrate the 
release of their 
new CD, Sweet 
Chabango, 7 -
10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5th 
Deja Brew, Wendell The Relics, Brian 
Mallet and Lefty Cullen playing all 
your favorite oldies from the 50's & 
60's, 8 - 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 
reggae fantastic, 9 - 11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 7th 
Montague 
Grange: 
Square Dance, 
Craig Edwards 
will call, and 
Virginia reels 
to live old-time 
music by 
Ainley's 
Melody 
Makers. 7 - 10 
p.m. 

Montague 
Grange: Contra 
Dance, David 
Kaynor calling, 
with Montague 
Center Band, 7:30 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 29th 

Start the New Yem· off right at Mocha. 
Ma.ya.'s in Shelb1u-r1e Falls with M.R. 
Poulopoulos (a.hove) and Jolm Rice, 

Mocha Maya's, 
Shelburne 
Falls: Jennie 
McAvoy, Celtic 
singer song­
writer, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: at 3 p.m. Sunday, Januruy 1st. 
Dedicated to 

Delilah, 60s - 80s cover tunes, 9 -12 
pm. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp, 
country blues, 8 p m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Patty 
Carpenter sings solo. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Shag of 
Sunshine, Span of Sunshine vs. 
Shag, 9 30 p.m. Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Bum Town, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31st 
Village Common, Montague Center: 
Sawmill River run, 10 a.m. start, 9 
a.m. registration begins. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Voo Year's 
Eve Prohibition Speakeasy, dinner 
specials, Drew Paton croonin' 7 - 9 
p.m., Nobody's Fat at 9:30 p.m., cham­
pagne toast at midnight, free dance 
party after midnight, open until 2 a.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
New Year's Eve with Ruby's 
Complaint, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: New Year's Eve 
Party with John Sheldon & Friends, 10 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th 
Leverett Congregational Church: 
Songs for a Winter's Day· the winter 
concert of the Leverett Community 
Chorus. 4 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11th 
The Third Place, Turners Falls: Open 
House at The Third Place, a new 
afternoon program for at-risk youth, at 
56 Avenue A, 2 - 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13th 
and SATURDAY, JANUARY 14th 
Memorial Hall Theater, Shelburne 
Falls: Pothole Pictures presents Cave 
of Forgotten Dreams, a stunning docu­
mentary. Backed by a haunting musical 
score, we follow an expedition into the 
nearly inaccessible Chauvet Cave in 
France, home to some of the most 
ancient visual art created by humans. 
7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13th 
until APRIL 1st 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Imitating Art, a student photographic 
exhibition featuring attempts to photo-

GI\E.ENFIELO Local 

graphically reproduce an original work 
of art. Open Friday thru Sunday, 1 to 5 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Coffeehouse featuring Ray 
Mason, 7 - 9 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Glenn 
Roth, fingerstyle guitarist, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14th 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: M.R. 
Poulopoulos, acoustic singer song­
writer, 8 p.m. 

Wendell Town Hall: Full Moon 
Coffeehouse presents Trailer Park, 
7:30 p.m. 

SATURDAYS, JANUARY 14th & 21st 
The Dance Studio, Orange: Auditions 
for Uncoln. The Musical, directed by 
Genevieve Fraser, 2 - 5 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Le Cheile, an 
Irish session, 8 - 10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19th 
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tell the exciting tale of Robin Hood 
through stage and street performanc­
es. Mutton and Mead is in search of 
actors, singers, musicians and 
dancers both novice and professional 
to help us bring the streets of 
the village alive1 Visit 
www.MuttonAndMead.com for details. 

r~1iJ\r~,1 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

Reso11rte.r ant/ re.ro11mf11/ people 
intersect at 24 )rt/ Street ,n 

T11rners Falls. 

Teen Center Holiday Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday 2:30-6:00 

Closed Dec. 24 and 25 

Movement Studio Classes: 
*VlllyasaYoga Thursday 6-7:15 
* Creative Movement Ages 2-6 
Contact Anna (413) 863-2122 

413-863-9576 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls Wood Comes from Trees and • 
other fascinating revelations. How 
much wood do we use? How do our 
local forests fit into the picture? Join 
Forester Peter Grima from OCR to 
learn about the consequences of our 
wood consumption, & take away some 

Fine Wine 

Thursday, 12/22 8 - 10 p.m. bits of knowledge that may enable you 
to make better wood purchases, 7 -
8:30 p.m. Free. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls Marc 
Pinansky, country, folk, melodramatic 
pop, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Wildcat 
O'Halloran Band, high energy guitar 
based blues, 9 - 11 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27th 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Ray 
Mason, indie rock, 8 p.m 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28th 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Luke 
Mulholland Band, classic blues rock 8 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20th and 27th 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st and 
28th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Country 
Players presents Play On! Matinee 
also on Sunday, January 29th. 

AUDITIONS! 
Montague Grange: Mutton and Mead 
auditions! Saturday, January 21st 
through Monday January 23rd. Mutton 
& Mead is a Robin Hood-themed the­
atrical event & festival held in 
Montague at the Millers Falls Rod & 
Gun Club on June 23rd & 24th. We 
will create a medieval shire & tavern, 
populate it with characters, and then 

Gubennan & P11radis 

Friday, 12/23 9 - 11 p.m. 

Rhythm Inc. 

Monday, 12/26 7 - 10 p.m. 

All Small Caps 

A Night of Spoken Word 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the W eodell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 12/22 8PM FREE 

UNCLE HAL'S 
CRABGRASS BAND 

FRI 12/23 9:30 $3 

THE JONES CL/JN 
Francie, Lillian, & 

T. Frederic kickin' it live! 
(folk, old-time. blues. etc.I 

we·re Closed 12/24, 12125 
and 1/2 but open New Year's 
Days tarting with 1 Oam brunch 

come kiss us on 12/31 ! 

71 TIR STREET 
TIIIEIIS Fll.lS 
1IEIIIIEl'41"'""6 

Still searching for that perfect present 
the whole family will enjoy? DVD 
copies of home movies would make 
great gifts! 

~A Call LAPINE 
~~ MULTIMEDIA 

rll.~~\l.S CO~PERATJ~E EXCHANGE 
.:::I:::ooail\'Owned Since 1iii:) Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

. Pipion~TSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 

'~:Mt~ 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

• Paintball & CO2 Refills 

Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 ht) ~~~tY~i413;773-7747 

• Guns & Ammo ~-..., 

__________________ .... ..-------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------_....,I-
!Northfield Coffee and Books! 

Local~ Roasted Organic Coffee and Espresso 
Gourmet Chocolate, Caramels and Fudge 

Kids Area, Gifts & Cards 
Books to Browse or Buy 

' I 

I 05 Mam St, Northfield ! 

Home Repairs and 
Maintenance 

Todd Muller 
413-775-3575 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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REVIEWED BY JEFF 
SINGLETON 
WENDELL - "One day in the 
early 1950s a young man was 
driving fast up a rural di1t road 
in the state of Virginia to visit a 
friend named Ed. He was driv­
ing too fast, in fact, and nearly 
smashed into the rear of a 
school bus moving slowly 
ahead on the other side of a 
curve. To avoid the disaster, he 
swerved the car off the road 
and up a steep incline. The car 
rolled over on its side, the 
young man crawled out, and, 
as was custom in the 1950s 
when traumatized, lit a ciga­
rette. At this point a helpful 
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passing motorist shouted that 
the kid should get away from 
the car, which might explode. 
The young man, now even 
more traumatized, ran for his 
life in the direction of the 
bystander. 

Soon Ed anived at the scene 
and, as was also the custom in 
those days when a young man 
was confronted with the need 
to make many adult decisions, 
the kid proclaimed, "Nothing 
left to do now but join the 
army." 

Thus begins Bob Ellis' first 
book, Nuked: a GI Memoir. 
The subject is the author's 
experiences in the A1my during 

the mid-1950s. Ellis, now a 
resident of Wendell, is the 
motorist who joins the army. 
The Korean War ends just as he 
completes basic training. With 
a bit of ambition and a minimal 
sense of the realities of the 
Cold War, he signs 
up for work on 
something called , 
"special weapons." 

Today words 1 

like "special wea­
pons" would cause 
alarm bells to go 
off, but not for 
most young men in 
the 1950s. Not 
even when Ellis 
transferred to a 
base in New 
Mexico whose rai­
son d'etre was 
extremely vague. 
Not even when 
Ellis and his col­
leagues realized 
they were being -
trained to assemble -'\-. ~ 
nuclear warheads. ~.-.,; 

Reality emerged 
very slowly for 
Ellis and, appropri­
ately, emerges 
slowly for the read-
er of this book. Indeed, at the 
end, when Ellis escapes his sit­
uation in the military it is not 
clear that he is entirely aware 
of the totality of what that situ­
ation has been. 

The reality seems to have 
emerged over the past 50 years 
for Ellis, a conservationist and 
prolific local nature a1tist. In a 
telephone interview the author 
told me he decided to write the 
book just over a decade ago to 
confront "mental suffering." 
He said, "I have been writing 
that book without knowing it 
all my life. Those bombs were 
terrible." 

Those terrible bombs that 
Ellis was assembling were 
designed to be mounted on 
what we now call "battlefield 
nuclear weapons," combat 
weapons designed for use at 
sho1t range. We now view this 
as a rather bizarre period of our 
military history, before the 
impact of radiation was well 

known. The impact is better 
known now, in part due to 
experiments on American sol­
diers at the very time and 
region where Ellis' sto1y takes 
place. 

Ellis recounts some hair-

Bob Ellis 

raising drills assembling live 
warheads near downtown 
Albuquerque, NM. At one 
point he almost falls out of an 
airplane that is dropping a 
nuclear prototype disguised as 
a water trailer. Why the dis­
guise, Ellis asks the top 
Sergeant of the 14th Ordnance 
Battalion: 

"Dunno really - maybe a 
booby trap ... " 

"A booby trap? For what?" 
"Dunno - a city maybe." 
Ellis recounts, "A shocked 

response was in my mouth but 
wouldn't come out." Why? A 
full paragraph of conjecture 
follows without a clear answer. 
Ellis concludes that he was 
simply "ignorant of possible 
contexts, of potential nuclear 
scenarios, to ask the 'right' 
questions." 

No doubt hue but Ellis in 
this memoir was also a young 
man in the spectacular 
American southwest in the 

December 22, 2011 

1950s. There were some seri­
ous distractions to keep him 
from confronting the reality of 
nuclear war: starting a small 
landslide by pushing an old car 
off a mountain; waking up in 
the morning to see a mountain 
lion staring down at him; dis­
covering something called 
Tennessee Sour Mash Whiskey 
(aka Jack Daniels); a vicious 
brawl in a roadside hush puppy 
joint; lost in the rain in Juarez 

searching for the prostitute he 
has fallen in love with. 

To complicate matters the 
young Ellis is an atheist, strug­
gling for a source of moral val­
ues without (in his mind) a god 
telling him what to think. 

All of this creates a ce1tain 
moral haze and an inability to 
clearly evaluate the predica­
ment he is in. It also can create 
some confusion in the reader's 
mind. This is a first book and 
in some ways a rough book. 
But the confusion works ve1y 
well for me. It captures the 
mind of a rather nai:Ve young 
man caught in a potential 
nuclear nightmare. It captures 
the struggle of an older man 
trying to sort it out decades 
later. 

I found the memoir a cre­
ation that encouraged serious 
thinking, not just about nuclear 
weapons in the 1950s but about 
youth, morality, and memo1y. I 
recommend it. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL (413) 863-8666 

•Pizzas 
• 
•Salldll .,... ... 
.. Plillo 
Jlijlca,,,a 

2t l111H•ta1. 
41J.GS.D 

woodfired pizzeria 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Thai Massage 
50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 

Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

Now powered by Rocketfusion 
413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Lino 
Carpet 

-------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc . 
-------------------

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 




