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Override May Be Needed to Provide Level 
Services at Leverett Ele1nentary Next Year 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - After 
years of attempting to level fund 
- or nearly so - the Leverett 
Elementary School budget, 
school committee chair Farshid 
Hajir told the selectboard on 
Tuesday the coming year will be 
different. 

Due in pait to the hiring of 
three classroom aides over the 
summer and first weeks of the 
cmi-ent school yeai· to help meet 
the educational requirements of 
classes that include several new 
students with special education 
needs, Hajir said the school com­
mittee was projecting a likely 7% 
budget increase for FY ' 13 -
about $120,000 over the FY'12 
figure of$1,712,167. 

Hajir pointed to unknowns in 
the cost of heating fuel, the pos­
sibility that students recently 
anived from Russia would still 
need the services of an English 
Language Leaming aide in the 
next school yeai·, and declines in 
the number of school choice stu­
dents entering the school, who 
bring with them $5,000 each in 
state aid, among the numerous 
moving targets in preparing an 
accurate budget forecast this 
early in the cycle. But he said a 
decline in the basic revenue 
stream the state provides to sup­
port local schools - Chapter 70 
aid - appeai·s likely due to a 
decline in the overall student 
population at LES, which 
received about $260,000 in 

Chapter 70 funds this yeai·. And 
he said the school has already 
been spending $35,000 more 
from the school choice revolving 
fund to support programming 
than it took in from school choice 
students this year, and that fund, 
which the school committee 
relies on as a type of rainy day 
fund, has been drawn down 
below $60,000 in consequence. 
Six school choice students will 
graduate from LES this yeai·, and 
Hajir said there are not enough 
openings for school choice stu­
dents in lower grades to replace 
them. 

Factoring variables like these 
together is something Hajir, a 
math professor at UMass, does 
with relative ease. But no matter 
how he tried to adjust the equa­
tion on 1\1esday, the result 
seemed likely to produce a nega­
tive number by next March, 
when town meeting would be 
asked to vote on the result: a 
probable budget increase of 
$120,000, with an additional 
$29,000 or so on the town side to 
pay for the health benefits of the 
newly hired classroom aides. 

"Unless some miracle hap­
pens," said the selectboai·d's Julie 
Shively, "there's no way we can 
do that without ai1 oveni.de." 

Hajir said, "We need to look at 
the last four or five years. We've 
taken no increases at all," ( or just 
a .9% increase in FY '12, with 

see LEVERETT pg 12 

Carving a Turkey 
p1i.or to heisting it out the 
back door. He cut his 
wii.st with his own pock­
et knife. 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Demus 

ofN01thfield, lately of 
- 3rd Sti·eet in Twners, told 
police he had cut his wii.st wllile 
carving a tUI·key. 

id caive a turkey at 
his father's house in N01thfield 
on Thanksgiving. But he didn't 
wind up ca1ving his own wii.st 
until later that nigl1t, when he 
allegedly broke into the Beijing 
Station Chinese restaurant at 51 
Avenue A, and slipped while cut­
ting the cord to the cash register 

There ai·e tUI·keys, and 
then there ai·e tUI·keys. 

Montague police had 
already ai1·ested 

on two occa­
sions earlier in the 
month, once for assault 
and battery on Montague 
City Road, and once for a 
breaking and entering 
robbe1y at the Millers 
Pub on East Main Street 
on November 7th, when 
$1500 was taken. 
According to sergeant 
Charles 'Chip' Dodge, 

the Millers Pub swveillance cam-
eras caught • the act. 

But he was back out on the 
street by Thanksgiving. 

Early on F1i.day, November 
25th, the police got a tip that 

had come into the 
Exxon Station at 3rd and L hying 
to cash in a lai·ge amount of coin. 

The call about the Beijing 
Station burglaiy came in a little 
after noon. 

Fit1ding blood on the floor of 
see TURKEY page 3 
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BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GREAT FALLS - The new 
moon b1i.ngs new beginnings, ai1d 
so it was on Friday, the day after 
Thanksgiving, when Native 
Americans from the Wampanoag 
T1i.be of Gayhead, Aquinnah ai1d 
Nam1gansetts from Rhode Islai1d 
journeyed to the place once 
known as Great Falls - now 
called Turners Falls - to work 
together with the blessing of the 
Turners Falls airp01t commission 
to clear saplings from a hill they 

~ 

Members of the 
Wampanoag Tribe of 

Gayhead, Aquinnah and the 
NaTTagansett Indian T1ibe gathered at 

the Turners Falls Airport on November 
25th to begin the process of clean'ng saplings from 

a hill thry consider the site of ancient ceremo'!J, 
(L-R) Quash, Micah Washington, Doug Harris, Jaron 

Champlin, Bettina Washington, Jonathan Perry, Leah Hopkins, 
James Moreis Hakenson, Hakeem Madison, and Ondtashau Hopkins. 

consider a site of ai1cient ceremo­
ny. 

Putting recent yeai·s of diffi­
cult negotiations about protecting 
the airport hill behind them - the 
aitpo1t commission once planned 
to bulldoze the hill and use the 
mate1i.al for fill for an extended 
runway - the tribes and the com­
mission seemed ready to tllln 
over a new leaf on a holiday 
weekend when most New 
Englanders, and mostAmericans, 
spent time celebrating a tradition 

rooted in the saving grace of the 
Wampanoags, who in former 
time welcomed and succored the 
sta1ving Pwi.taiis. 

Tumers Falls Aitpo1t manager 
Mickey Longo called the joint 
tribal work paity on the ceremo­
nial hill, "Good news. The trees 
ai·e a safety concern on the side of 
the mnway in that area; they have 
to be tii.mmed. The birch trees ai·e 
a good 15 foot high already," 
since the airport commission 

see TRIBES pg 13 

Not Your Average Compost Heap 
Gill-Montague Schools Begin Districtwide Waste Reduction Program 

BY ANNE HARDING 
TURNERS FALLS - The Gill­
Montague Regional School 
Distii.ct has joined the railks of 
ai·ea schools dive1ting com­
postable matedals from the waste 
sti·eam. 

Each district elementa1y 
school has a new two cubic yai·d 
compost dumpster that will be 
filled with food and paper waste. 
The middle school and high 
school has a larger four cubic 
yard container. The dumpsters 
will be emptied weekly and 
hauled to Martin's Faim in 
Greenfield where the materials 
will be conve1ted to nutrient-rich 
compost in about 12 weeks. 

Amy Donovan, program 
director at the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Disti·ict has been a 
regular visitor to the distti.ct 
schools in recent weeks, as the 
prograin rolled out. Sit1ce tl1e 
advent of container recycling in 
Janua1y 2010, waste hauled to the 
landfill from Gill-Montague 
schools has been reduced from 
about 20 cubic yai·ds per week to 

Amy Donovan introduces composting to Gill-Montague schools 
12 cubic yards, from the upper ect thinking we were going to 
school complex. The addition of save a lot of money. We went 
composting will fuither reduce into this project to be good to the 
the volume of trash headed for Eaith and to get ow· students 
lai1dfills. itivolved in projects that can 

Donovan believes the distii.ct make a difference." 
saves about $74 a month with the Donovan credits Bassett with 
cmTent volume reduction. But as taking a leadership role in imple­
busit1ess manager Lynn Bassett 
said, "We didn't go into this proj- see COMPOST page 11 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Wanna Play Fetch? 

McKenzie 
My name is McKenzie and I'm 

an 11-year-old female medium 
hair cat in need of a good home. I 
lived with my last owner for 10 
years, until complications regard­
ing her health caused her to have 
to give me up. During those long 
years I enjoyed chasing and eating 
bugs. I even play fetch. I also 
enjoy the occasional head mb 
while relaxing after a long, hard 
day. To find out more about adopt­
ing me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at 
413-548-9898 or via email at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

• PAPER! 
Week of December 6t 
in Montague 
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Published weekly on Thursday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@monta.guema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Sti·eet 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tius newspaper shall not be liable 
for eITors in advertisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that patt 
of the adve1tisement in which an 

en-or occm1·ed. The publishers 
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of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 
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ERVING LIBRARY NEWS 
Craft Day Sunday, Upcomlfll! P J Story Bour 

Come join these programs: 
Sunday, December 4th, from 1 :00 
to 3:00 pm. is Craft Day. Make a 
winter craft sponsored by Friends 
of the Erving Library. 

Thursday, December 15th at 
6:30 pm. PJ Sto1y Hour features 
Snow Stories. Wear your PJ's, 
bring a pillow or teddy and come 
hear some stories and books. 
Enjoy a cozy evening \.Vith family 
and friends. Have a snack and fon 
activity too. All families are wel­
come, but it is most appropriate 
for children 3rd grade and 
younger. Questions? Contact 
CNC: 978-544-5157 or 
budine@e1ving.com. This pro-

gram is funded by a grant from 
the Etving Cultural Council, a 
local agency supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
offered in collaboration with the 
Community Network for 
Children program. (A CFCE 
grant program from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Early Education and Care) and 
the Erving Public Libraiy. 

Erving Public Libraiy is locat­
ed at 17 Moore Street. For more 
info call: 413-423-3348 or email: 
eivinglibra1y@net-scape net. 

The library's newsletter may 
be viewed online at: ervingpubli­
clibrary.wordpress. com. 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Join the Library Club! 

MILLERS FALLS- Abigail 
Johnson of Millers Falls showed 
David Korpiewski of Orange, 
pichrred below, how to draw 
stars at the Millers Falls Library 
Club on Tuesday, November 

29th. The theme was bears get­
ting ready for winter. The free 
drop-in after school program 
meets on Tuesdays from 3:30 -
4:30 p.m. For more info1mation, 
call 413-863-3214. 
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TURNERS FAILS - With the buoys above the dam removed for 
the winter, the ever present gulls have found new roosting places. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Annual Paper Follies, Two Film Showlfll!s 

Luc Bodin's Annual Paper 
Follies: paper cutting & weaving 
for the holidays is coming up at 
the Wendell Free Library on 
Saturday, December 3rd from 
10:00 am. to 1:00 pm. Join 
expe1t paper aitist, Luc Bodin for 
a morning of working with paper 
to make greeting cards, orna­
ments and decorations. Luc is a 
great instmctor so all pa1ticipants 
will leave with a sense of master­
ing new paper skills. The pro­
gram is appropriate for adults and 
teens and older youth accompa­
nied by adults. Please bring your 
o\.vn scissors. Luc will supply 
beautifol paper and instmction. 
The program is designed as a 
drop-in workshop so come and 
pa1ticipate for as long or as sho1t 
as you would like. Luc's program 
aims to inspire creativity and 
craftsmanship; to recycle paper; 
to encourage people to make hol­
iday decoration instead of buying 
them; to have lots of fun in the 
process. 

The Libraiy's monthly series 
of Science Fiction/Fantasy and 
Ho1rnr/Monster movies features 
Bride of Frankenstein on 
Saturday, December 3rd at 7:30 
p.m. 

Wendell Transitions Town 
Potluck and Program The Powers 
of the Universe will be held at the 

Libraiy on Monday, December 
5th, at 6:00 pm. The film will be 
at 7:00 until 9:00 pm. 

The Transition Wendell 
Initiating Group invites you to 
explore the shift we are experi­
encing away from the "old sto1y" 
(infinite growth, destmction of 
the planet for profit, the 
American Dream of eve1ything 
getting bigger, better, faster, and 
shinier in the fohrre) to the "new 
sto1y" that is emerging. What is 
that new sto1y? We're just as 
excited as you ai·e to find out. 
Perhaps we ai·e seeing pa1ts of it 
emerge in movements like local 
food, Home Rule, and 
OccupyWallStreet. 

The Powers of the Universe is 
an ente1taining DVD series about 
the union of science and spiritual­
ity by Brian Swimme. It explores 
the processes by which the 
Universe unfolds, and humanity's 
place within it. This week we will 
be watching Homeostasis. 

For more information visit: 
www.ecopsychology.org/jour­
nal/ezine/swimme html. 

The next Transition Towns 
event is Januaiy 2nd., location to 
be announced. 

Wendell Free Library is locat­
ed at 7 Wendell Depot Road, 978 
544-3559, www.wendellfreeli­
bra1y.org. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - December 5th through 9th NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reser­
vations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 :00 am. The 
meal site manager is KeITy 
Togneri. Council on Aging 
director is Robe1ta Potter. All 
fitness classes are suppo1ted by 
a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are accept­
ed. For information, meal reser­
vations, or to sign up for pro­
grams, call 413-863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine if the center is not 
open. 

Monday, December 5th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, December 6th 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
No Lunch Served Today 
11: 15 a.m. Senior Center 
Closed 
Wednesday, December 7th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 

Thursday, December 8th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Coffee & 
Conversation 
1 :00 p 111. Pitch 
Friday, December 9th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant Street, Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For infonnation and rese1va­
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at 413-423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim 
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 am., with reservations 24 
hours in advance. 
Transpo1tation can be provided 
for meals, shopping, or medical 
necessity. Please call the Senior 
Center to confirm activities, 
schedule and to find out when 
the next blood pressure clinic 
will be held. 

Monday, Dect>mber 5th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 
12:00 p.m. Pitch 

Tuesday, Dt>cember 6th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10:30 am. Brown Bag 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, December 7th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Blood 
Pressure Clinic 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, Dect>mber 8th 
8:30 to 10:00 a.m. Foot Clinic 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Friday, December 9th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - t.b.a. 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 12:00 
pm. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
• For info1mation, contact the 
Leverett CO A at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5 or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760 
for hours and upcoming pro­
grams. Call the Center for a 
ride. 

-0~ 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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- __ local Briefs 
JESSICA LARK(N ILLUSTRATION 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG- The Annual Holiday 
Conce.rt featuring the 
Montague Community Band 
with special guest the Athol­
Orange Community Singers will 
be held at the First 
Congregational Church of 
Turners Falls, 148 L Street on 
Saturday, December 3rd, starting 
at 7:30 pm. Free admission, but 
donations are appreciated. 

Come on down to the 
Greenfield Savings Bank in 
Turners at 282 Avenue A on 
Friday, December 2nd from 9:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and enter to win 
a $500 shopping spree with no 
strings attached. Visit with MI: 
& MI·s. Santa Claus from 3:00 
to 5:00p.m. 

The Baystate Health Blood 
Donor Mobile will host a com-
munity blood drive in 
Greenfield on Tuesday, 
December 6th, in Baystate 
Franklin Medical Center's 48 
Sanderson Street parking lot, 
from 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. All 
blood types are needed. Eligible 
donors will receive a $10 iTunes 
gift card and ·will be entered in a 
drawing for an iPad 2. 

"Blood donations always 
decrease during the holidays, and 
with the recent st01ms, our blood 
supply is ah'eady low," said 
Che1yl McGrath, coordinator of 
the Baystate Health blood donor 
program. "We need your help to 
maintain a safe and adequate 
blood supply." Blood donations 
take approximately one hour to 
complete, including interview, 
donation, and refreshments. 

To donate blood, you must be 
at least 17 years old; weigh at 
least ll 0 potmds; have a photo 
ID; be in good health (no colds, 
sore throat; no antibiotics within 
48 hours); and have not made a 
blood donation in the past eight 
weeks. Appointments and pre­
registration are recommended; 
walk-ins are also welcome. 
Contact Ellen to make an 
appointment: 413-773-2284 or 
ellen missale@baystatehealth.org. 

Gill/Montague Education 
Fund gift cards are now avail­
able. They can be used for future 
pe1fonnances sponsored by the 

GMEF including the upcoming 
April 29th annual Gala with the 
Edwards Twins. For more info: 
wwwthegmef.org. 

The Pioneer Valley 
Symphony with the Greenfield 
High School Chorus will play 
excerpts from the Nutcracker at 
their annual holiday concert, 
with "The Polar Express," Strite 
from "Lord of The Rings," 
Christmas favorites and 
Schubert's "Magnificat." The 
concert will be held at the 
Greenfield High School, 1 Lenox 
Avenue, on Saturday, December 
17th, starting at 7:00 p.m. Call 
413-773-3 664 or visit 
www.pvso.org for tickets. 

The Greenfield Farmers 
Market will offer a monthly 
winter market the first Saturday 
of each month starting December 
3rd through March from 10:00 
a m. to 1 :00 p m. Expect to find 
locally grown and produced: root 
vegetables, onions and garlic, 
winter squash, cooking greens, 
jams and jellies, meat, cheese, 
eggs, honey, apples, potatoes, 
maple symp, salad greens, apple 
cider and much more. The winter 
1narkets will be at the Second 
Congregational Church on Comt 
Square, next to the Greenfield 
town hall. 

Richard Witty, CPA, is offer­
ing a series of free workshops on 
tax concerns and strategies for 
working and low-income indi­
viduals at the Brick House, 24 
Third Street, in Turners Falls on 
Tuesday evenings from 6: 15 pm. 
to 7:45 pm. beginning Tuesday, 
December 6th. To register, please 
refer to www.brickhousecommu­
nity.org or call 413-863-9576. 

Send local briefs to: reporter­
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

Ripley 
Christmas Tree 

Farm 
11 West Oiestnnt Hill Road Montague 

Saturday and Sunday 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(413) 367-2031 
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Elks Donate $1000 to Food Bank 
~ 

L to R; DJ Robert ''Bobby C" Campbell,· Leading Knight Donald Trace.rki; Lodge Secretary Erne.rt Brown; 
Executive Director Western Mass Food Bank, Andrew Morehouse; Trustee, Judi Dacyczyn; Russ Brown. 

MONTAGUE - On Tuesday, Food Bank. The donation took purchasing power by the Food 
November 22nd, officers and place at the annual Food Bank Bank for the needy families of 
members of the Montague ftmdraising event held at WHAI our communities. This is anoth­
Lodge of Elks, 2521, presented and Bear Cotmtry radio in er example of how "Elks Give 
a check in the amount of $1,000 Greenfield. Morehouse stated from the Heait," the motto of 
to Andrew Morehouse, director that each dollai· donated to the Grand Exalted Ruler, David 
of the Western Massachusetts Food Bank was equal to $13 of Cail'. 

TURKEY from page 1 
the restaurant, the police 
turned to Badge, the Erving 
police department's blood­
hound, and put him on the trail 
of the thief. The K-9 officer 
tracked the scent right back to 
the door of ■■■Is apart­
ment at - 3rd Street. 
Upstairs from Lisa's 
Handcrafted Soap. 

Coincidentally, Lisa's 
Handcrafted Soap was broken 
into three times in the span of a 
week, between November 9th 
and 15th. A small private home 
four doors down had been bro­
ken into in October in broad 
daylight, when the residents 
were at work, and all their 
electronics were stolen. 

Also, the K-9 track of what­
ever thief perpetrated the 
smash and grab at About Face 
Computers on 4th Street early 
on the morning of November 
15th, breaking an expensive 
plate glass window to grab an 
inexpensive piece of computer 
equipment, led to the parking 
lot on 3rd Street, in the vicinity 
of -s digs. The SPS 
New England office on 4th 
Street was also broken into on 
the night of Novemberl0th, 
and computer equipment was 
taken. 

Police will not say whether 
..... s a suspect in any or 
all of these pa1ticular crimes. 
Dodge would only say that a 
search wanant executed on his 

apartment turned up "items of 
interest that might be linked to 
other breaking and entering." 
And he added, " 
might be involved with other 
B&Es; others might be 
involved as well." 

After initial denials, 
onfessed to the rob­

be1y at Beijing Station, accord­
ing to Dodge, and he told the 
police where he dumped the 
cash register-in a dumpster in 
back of his apartment building. 
He's in the Greenfield jail now, 
on a $10,000 bail. 

One armed robbery 
-snot suspected of is 
the knifepoint burglary at the 
Subway on Avenue A on 
October 28th, a Friday, at 8:07 
in the evening, when a 
tmshaven man with dirty blond 
hair wearing a red hooded 
sweatshirt took $ 157 in cash 
from the shaken employee. 

"We have a positive ID on a 
suspect in that case," said 
Dodge, "and detective Lee 
Laster is working the case." 

Dodge admitted that the 
recent rash of burglaries that 
has plagued downtown homes 
and businesses for the last 
month is tmusual. 

Residents have noticed a 
heavy police presence in 
downtown streets and alleys in 
recent weeks. 

He urged residents, "T1y to 
be aware of their surrotmdings. 
If they see somebody who 

doesn't look like they should 
be there, we'd rather come 
down than not hear about it at 
all. Call if something doesn't 
look right." 

Dodge noted, "All the stuff 
that was stolen is either money 
or items they can quickly sell 
on the street." He added there 
have been no reports of further 
burglaries since ■■■■was 
apprehended. 

But that was less than a 
week ago. Let's hope 
the turkey's day is Ill 
done. II~ 
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~ Wendell Holiday Fair 
Dec. 3rt1 & 4th 

Sat. lOa.m.-Sp.m. 
I San. lO a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Wendell Town Hall 
free Admission & Parking 

C1Jme Holiday 
Shop with 

Local Crofters. 
llrfists 

&Farmers! 
Gourmet Lunch 
by Olemand Farm 
Daily 11:30 am.-2 p.m. 

All profits will be 
donated to the Swift River 

School Husic & Art 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

l,>am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

~aissance lil:liders 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Brian Sadlowski 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CR$, e-PRO, GR!, $RES, CBR Office: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: {413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: {413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: {413) 863-0218 
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A Blizzard of 
Bad Climate News 

BY JANET REDMAN 
DURBAN, SOUTH AFRICA­
A tstmami of scientific studies 
is showing that global wanning 
isn't only real, it's happening 
faster than we thought and our 
window of opporttmity to act is 
shrinking. 

Even die-hard climate 
change deniers had to take their 
heads out of the sand briefly 
this fall, when a study commis­
sioned in prut by the ultra-con­
servative Charles Koch 
Charitable Foundation fotmd 
the average global temperature 
has risen by 0.9 degrees Celsius 
(1.6 degrees Fahrenheit) since 
the mid-1950s. 

This may seem like chump 
change, but the UN's climate 
scientists have warned that if 
we add a mere 2 degrees 
Celsius to pre-industrial tem­
peratures, we'll see ecological 
catastrophe across the planet. 

And what's really alanning 
is that instead of reducing the 
pollution that changes the cli­
mate, we're increasing it. The 
volume of greenhouse gases 
released into the atmosphere in 
2010 leapt a record 6 percent 
from the year before. Planetruy 
pollution is now worse than 
what scientists predicted as the 
worst-case scenru·io four years 
ago. That means global wann­
ing will be correspondingly 
worse than previous worst-case 
scenruios, too. 

UN scientists released a 
repo1t in November explaining 
that a jump in global emissions 
a11d temperamres means that 
sweltering heat waves like we 
saw last summer ru·e going to 
become routine. According to 

the stt1dy, "a l-in-20 
year hottest day is 

Deer Readers, 

likely to become a l-in-2 yeru· 
event by the end ofthe ... centt1-
ry." 

Those researchers also said 
heavier rainfall, more floods, 
stronger cyclones, more la11d­
slides, and increasingly fre­
quent droughts are also likely to 
accompany the wa1mer climate. 
Hotter air holds more moisttll'e, 
meaning more water will be 
sucked out of the soil and 
oceans and then dumped back 
to ea1th in more intense sto1ms. 

Sotmd familiar? By the mid­
dle of this yeru·, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration was already 
calling 20 II one of the most 
extreme-weather years in U.S. 
histo1y. 

If freaky weather doesn't 
convince you that it's time to 
get serious about curbing cli­
mate change, the price tag 
1night. Americans took a hit of 
more than $53 billion in dam­
ages from extreme weather­
related disasters this year. 

But we can do something 
about it. 

We can tax polluters and 
scrap antiquated subsidies for 
Big Oil to discourage dinosaur 
technologies and raise $197 bil­
lion for a clean energy revolu­
tion. We can stop the most 
destructive projects like the 
Keystone XL pipeline, which 
would haul duty tar-sands oil 
across North America. Agencies 
like the EPA can step up the 
iinplementation of hard-fought 
safegt1ru·ds like the Clean Air 
Act. 

And at the UN climate sum­
mit going on now in Durban, 
South Africa, Washington can 
stop hying to derail global 
negotiations for a binding solu-

Help us Reach our Goal 
1000 Subscribers by 2012! 

~ With your Help, we Can do it. 
Subscriptions to the Montague Reporter 

make great holiday gifts for friends and 
relatives near and far. Take advantage of holiday rates. 

Buy a Gift Subscription for $5 off the regular 
price, now through January 1st, 2012 

---------------------------· (jive tlie (jift of Community! : 
$15 for Half a Year (local). I 
$20 for Half a Year (out-of-area). : 
Send a gift subscripton to the person listed below 

□ 
Check,_ here to rnclvde a gt/t card wrth yovr name: 
rOV<J(,NAME, ________ _ 

11tl)re ;ffi®ntapre l\.tp®rttr 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name ___________________ _ 
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Come to the Wendell Holiday Fair 
The 7th Annual Wendell 

Holiday Fair takes place this 
weekend, on Satt1rday and 
Stmday, December 3rd and 4th, 
from sta1ting at IO am. both 
days and mnning tmtil 5 p.m. on 
Sattll'day, 4 p.m. on Stmday, at 
the Wendell town hall. Once 
again it will be a ftmdraiser for 
the Swift River School music 
and art depa1tments, with all 
proceeds from the fair donated 
to the school. 

Only handmade local prod­
ucts will be featt1red, including: 
rutwork, potte1y, jmm1als and 
note cards, natural body care 
products, food, jewehy, wooden 

tion. It will take a quanmm leap 
in political will on the pa1t of 
the Obama administration to 
champion a cliinate deal. But 
accordiI1g to Fatil1 Birol, chief 
economist at the International 
Energy Agency, "If we do not 
have an international agreement 
whose effect is put in place by 
2017, the door will be closed 
forever." 

If you want to get your 
grandkids something they'll be 
really thankfol for this holiday 
season, fight for their fottue. 
Fight to stop cliinate change. 

Janet Redman is the co­
director of the Sustainable 
Energy and Economy Network 
at the Institute for Policy 
Studies. She is observing the 
UN Climate Summit in Durban, 
South Africa. 

This article was distributed 
via OtherWords. 

toys, quilts, blown glass, herbal 
teas and clothing. This yeru·, the 
fair will also offer wonderfol 
on-the-spot massage to relieve 
the stress of the season. 

There will also be a raffle 
supported by prizes from many 
businesses from Wendell, New 
Salem, Orange, and Greenfield. 
You can buy a chance to wiI1 a 
gift certificate from Diemand 
Fam1, Deja Brew, the Greenfield 
Farmers Cooperative, Whole 
Foods Market, Green Fields 
Mru'ket, and other services pro­
vided by local busmesses. Join 
us for a gounnet lunch provided 
both days from II :30 am. -

2:00 pm. by the Diemand Fa1m 
in Wendell. Live music will be 
provided by local a1tists. 

Over the last three years, the 
Wendell Holiday Fair has donat­
ed almost $6000 to the Swift 
River School with the support of 
our community, vendors and 
local busiI1esses. Please come 
join us and make this fair anoth­
er great success. Have fon 
while you are doiI1g your holi­
day shopping. Meet your neigh­
bors, and suppo1t the music and 
art departments at Swift River 
School. 

- Barbara Caruso 
Wendell 

Bazaar Thanks 
Friends of the Gill-Montagt1e 

meal site and senior center wish 
to thank the businesses, organi­
zations and friends that gave the 
many gifts and donations to 
make our recent Christinas 
Bazaar a huge success. We also 
thank the people who bought 
raffle tickets and purchased food 
and gifts at the bazaar. Our suc­
cess was the result of communi­
ty suppo1t. 

Last but not least we appreci­
ate the tune and work of our sen-

iors for all they did both at the 
bazaar and in the preparation for 
it. Money from this group effo1t 
helps to enl1ance services at our 
senior center and make this cen­
ter a wa1m and welcoming place 
for all to enjoy. 

-Bunny Caldwell and 
Bevel'ly Demars Co-Chairs, 

Friends of the 
Gill/Montague meal site 

Christmas Bazaar 

The Ideal Gift 
All five of my stepchildren 

were raised m Montagt1e and 
have since moved on to far dis­
tant lives elsewhere. However, 
none of them ever lost their sen­
tiinental attachment to this area 
and their memories of growmg 
up in one of Otll' villages. 

Receiving the Montague 
Reporter keeps them in touch 
with our news and helps to make 

We Welcome Your 
Leffers! 

;fflontagur l\eporter 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

sure that Montagt1e is on the 
destination list when they travel 
"back East." They love hearing 
about the local personalities, the 
politics, the progress of bridge 
repairs. One stepdaughter even 
sends the occasional letter to the 
editor or poem for the poetiy 
page. 

What better way to have a 
weekly retmion with your past 
and the places you loved as a 
child! 

You, dear reader can make 
this happen for your family 
members for a reduced price this 
holiday season. Just use the sub­
scription blank to the left. What 
better way to give someone you 
love a Happy New Year! 

- Leslie Brown 
for the Montague Reporter 

board of directors 
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CUEST EDITORIAL 
BY KARL MEYER 
TURNERS FALLS - Some his­
to1y is wo1th repeating. In 
Deerfield on November 9th I lis­
tened as independent filmmaker 
Anne Makepeace introduced, 
"We Still Live Here" in a church 
hall at a place once called 
Pocumtuck. 

TI1ere in 1638, Springfield's 
William Pynchon bargained with 
the Pocumtuck for 500 diit-cheap 
bushels of com - selling it at 
inflated prices to Connecticut 
colonists who'd nm out of food 
while waning against the Pequot. 
The Pequot massacre at Foit 
Mystic, as well as Pynchon's 
low-ball tradii1g, established a 
posture toward Native Americans 
that soon overran the continent. 

Makepeace's documenta1y 
displayed a clear sensitivity in 
depicting the 18-year odyssey of 
a Wampanoag woman, Jessie 
Little Doe. Through vision and 
genius, a seemingly-eveiyday 
working mom has begun reviving 
the spoken Wampanoag lan­
guage, last heard over a century 

& MORE LETTERS 

No Animal Abuse 
at Baystate 

I am proud to have Baystate 
Medical Center in my communi­
ty and grateful for the profession­
als who provide excellent care. I 
support their continued success­
es. However, I am disturbed by 
the hospital's decision to continue 
to use aninials for teaching pur­
poses. 

Baystate uses live pigs in a 
teaching com-se for physicians to 
practice trauma surgeiy skills. At 
the course conclusion, the pigs 
ai·e given a lethal dose of anesthe­
sia and killed. Baystate Medical 
Center is the last remaining 
Massachusetts hospital (and one 
of only a few left in the United 
States) that continues to use and 
kill aninials for teaching. 

Over 98% of advanced tratlllla 
and life saving courses in the 
United States and Canada use 
non-animal methods. CuITent 
technology allows trauma sur­
geiy skills to be taught with 
humai1 based medical simulation, 
such as the Simulab TraumaMan 
system. Baystate ah'eady owns 
TraumaMan but is refusing to use 
it. Baystate should join other 
major successful hospitals across 
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From Small Pox Blankets to Salmon sovereign lands. Dawn brought 
the Tmners Falls massacre. Just 
past the Conte Lab's windows 

ago. At Mashpee and Gay Head, 
Massachusetts, a bedrock tongue 
of indigenous N01th America is 
again being taught and spoken, 
where the staiving Pilgrims first 
encountered it. 

The next evening the 
Associated Press published a 
stoiy: 'Rock Snot' Fear Means 
Salmon for Native Tribes. It told 
how the disaster of an invasive 
algae picked up by thousands of 
hatcheiy salmon at the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service's flooded 
White River National Fish 
Hatcheiy dming Tropical Stoim 
Irene was turning into a curious 
windfall for Native Americans. 
The USFWS and Connecticut 
River Atlantic Salmon 
Commission (CRASC) had just 
unanimously voted to give free 
fish to the Indians. 

The headline was unfoittmate, 
sotmding like the tribes were 
being used. CRASC's 44-year, 
half-billion-dollar Connecticut 
River salmon restoration pro­
gran1 had had another dismal 

the country by switching to such 
htllllane, effective and advai1ced 
alternatives. 

Using live pigs for teaching 
inflicts unnecessaiy pain and suf­
fe1ing. It is also poor business 
ethics. 

Visit www.change.org and 
please contact your congressman, 
DA and Baystate Medical Center 
at: 759 Chestrmt St, Sp1ingfield, 
MA 01199. You can direct your 
comments to: Ronald Gross, 
Baystate Tratlllla Unit Head, 
Dept. of Surgeiy ( 413-794-4022 
or Ronald.gross@baystate­
health.org) or to Mark Tolosky, 
Baystate CEO (413-794-5890 or 
mark.tolosky@bsh.org) 

- Elizabeth Scheffey 
Leverett 

showingretumingjust 106 fish to chee1y "sahnon-for-the-Indians" waniors encamped at the ancient 
the Holyoke dam in 2011. The pre-Thanksgiving tale. But an fishing-island today called Rock 
Irene flood was the second mil- editor made a good call on its Dam counterattacked-routing 
lion-dollar disaster befalling the content: rock-snot-means-gift-to- and killing 37, including Captain 
White River, VT hatchery in just tribes. Tmner. 
four years. Giving away a tiny On-the-ground reporting This day, 335 years later, it 
poition of the facility's half-mil- might also have uncovered that was noted that half the hatchery's 
lion smviving fish might play just beyond the federal Conte Lab 8,000, two-to-four year old 
better in the media than adveitis- where CRASC meets, sits two salmon, the small ones, could 
ing a likely fate for most killing miles of beleaguered Connecticut likely be released to ah'eady didy­
and burying the lot to avoid the River identified on colonial maps mo-infected rivers. Regulations 
possibility of releasing rock-snot- as Peskeomskut. It's a dicey would prevent any sale. Still, all 
infested salmon and trout to New place to fashion an 'Indian-fish- remaining baby salmon, plus 
England rivers and Great Lakes rescue' stoiy from. Here on May 500,000 didymo-infected lake 
habitats. 19th, 167 6, Capta.in William trout still faced a quick landfill 

Filed from Montpelier, the Turner and his Hadley-based bm-ial before the hatcheiy could 
stoiy sketched that morning's militia surprised htmdreds of be flushed with chloiine. They 
CRASC meeting at Tmners Falls, sleeping Wampanoags, could not be released for anglers 
MA, once known as NaITagansetts, Pocumtucks and - and way back in 2004 the 
Peskeomskut, just seven miles Nipmucks - largely women, chil- USFWS Region 5 actually issued 
from Pocumtuck. It missed some dren, and elders. They'd come to a constllller advisoiy on eating 
substance an attending repoiter rest, plant, and diy-haivest mas- hatchery sahnon. Those remain­
might've caught - that CRASC sive blooms of rnigrating shad, ing 4,000 larger salmon, some as 
chair Bill Hyatt had become hening, and a knot of spawning large as 9½ potmds, might also 
chainnan that day; that it was his shortnose sturgeon. If time have had to be killed ai1d bm-ied 
first meeting ever. Hyatt's quotes allowed, they'd tap a small, later- had they not found someone to 
hit the media so quickly, hours ai11ving salmon run. take them. 
after the meeting, it might appear Time did not. This was King CRASC, charged with pro-
someone had been spoon fed a Phillips War, the Native fight for see SALMON pg 11 

Progressive Dems Endorse Jim McGovern for Congress 
WASHINGTON On 
November 22nd, Progressive 
Democrats of Amei-ica (PDA) is 
pleased to announce the national 
endorsement of progressive 
Democrat Rep. Jim McGovern 
(D-Worcester), a staunch oppo­
nent of the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars and a member of PDA's 
adviso1y boai·d. 

Prior to the endorsement, rep­
resentative McGovern expressed 
his appreciation for the work of 
PDA and spoke about the recent 
effoit of the super committee. 
He commented on the failure of 
the committee to come together 
to create jobs, the most direct 
way to impact the nation's budg­
et deficit, and the committee's 

short sightedness in demanding 
huge budget cuts in the midst of 
a weak recove1y. 

Under the newly redi·awn 
map of Congressional districts 
necessitated by the 2010 census, 
the number of US representa­
tives from Massachusetts will 
shrink from ten to nine, and 
McGovern will be nmning for 
re-election next year in an 
expanded 2nd District that 
includes Montague, Gill, Eiving, 
Wendell, and Leverett, along 
with Greenfield, Anlherst and 
Noithampton. For more on the 
congressman's positions, visit 
Jim McGovern.com. 

Jim McGovern 

Country Fair Thanks 

Progressive Democrats of 
Amei-ica was fotmded in 2004 to 
transfonn the Democratic Party 
and our country. We seek to 
build a paity and government 
controlled by citizens, not corpo­
rate elites - with policies that 
seive the broad public interest, 
not just private interests. PDA is 
a grassroots PAC operating 
inside the Democratic Pai·ty, and 
outside in movements for peace 
and justice. Our inside/outside 
strategy is guided by the belief 
that a lasting majority will 
require a revitalized Democratic 
Paity built on fum progressive 
principles. 

For over two decades, the 
party declined as its leadership 
listened more to the voices of 
corporations than those of 
Americans. PDA strives to 
rebuild tlle Democratic Party 
from the bottom up - from every 
congressional district to 
statewide party stmctures to the 
conidors of power in 
Washington, where we work aim 
in aim with the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus. In just 
seven years, PDA and its allies 
have shaken up the political sta­
tus quo - on the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars, Medicare for 
all, voter rights, accmmtability, 
and economic and enviromnen­
tal justice. 

Members and friends of the Supermarket, Kharma Salon, 
First Congregational Church in Travel Kuz, Peter Kretzenger, 
Turners Falls tllank everyone 2nd Street Bakery, Lions Club, 
who pa1ticipated in and con- Mo's Fudge Factor, Lisa's 
tributed to the success of our Soap, Turners Falls Pizza 
allllual Country Fair. House, The Rendezvous, F.L. 

We especially thank the fol- Roberts, Smith Paper, Inc., 
lowing businesses for their Stewart's Nursery, and 
generosity: Adams Donut Tognarelli Heating. 
Shop, Andy's Oak Shoppe, May you continue to support 
Bank of America, Booska's these great businesses! 
Flooring, Castine's Hair 
Creations, Crestview, Dunkin 
Donuts, Food City, Foster's 

- Helen L. Stotz 
Turners Falls 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413} 863-2785 
Fax: (413} 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill, MA 01354 

Enjoy your next party with your guests, 
instead of in the kitchen! 

Witchin' Kitchen Patty 
~4/3-774-05/7 

O,gani~ng, <9atering, & Serving 
Parties, Weddings, &ents 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

~il1l 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

CARSENSE 
AUTOMOTIVE 

Your Automotive Answer 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

The Ayes Have It 
NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Power Shutoff at New Senior Center 
BY JANEL 
NOCKELBY - Things are 
happening in Montague and 
there's a pile of pape1work 
in town hall with signatures 
to show for it. 

Members of the select­
board signed the phase one 
Unity Park improvements 
contract with Berkshire 
Design Group, the 
Co1mnunity Development 
Block Grant application for 
2012 which includes phase 
two for the Unity Park 
improvements and housing 
rehabilitation, the Tlllnpike 
Road Energy Park master 
planning se1vices contract 
with the Cecil Group, a 
memorandllln of agreement 
with the Franklin County 
She1iff's Office for a tluee 
year term for a regional dog 
officer, control and kennel 
program in Montague, and 
an administrative adden­
dum for the electricity sup­
ply contract between the 
town and the Hampshire 
Council of Governments. 

What does this mean in 
practical tenns? Better 
parks, cheaper electricity 
for botl1 the town and resi­
dents of the town, better 
housing with fewer code 
violations for some income 
eligible homeowners, and a 
chance to share our home 
town kennel off ofTlllnpike 
Road with other lost or 
homeless doggies in the 
county. 

And by better parks we 
mean that if the phase two 
2012 CDBG application is 
approved, Unity Parle will 
see not only the ClllTently 
planned playgroU11d, field 
house and parking lot reno­
vations but also ball field 
turf improvements, player 
and spectator benches, new 
fencing, a resU1faced and 
painted basketball colllt, 
more parking at the east end 
of the park, a wooden guard 
rail to improve tlle safety of 
play and picnic areas, new 
picnic tables and benches, 
handicapped access 
tllroughout the park and 
exercise patl1S, a new com­
munity garden, and inter­
pretive areas. 

If the second phase 
application wins funding 

approval, tllese improve­
ments would be implement­
ed late in 2012 or early 
2013, witll a grant alloca­
tion of$451,000. The phase 
one improvements ah·eady 
in tlle pipeline should be 
completed by JU11e 2012. 

The CDBG application 
process frequently includes 
housing rehabilitation, and 
tllis ti.me arolllld $85,215 
will provide funding for 
three income eligible 
homes in tlle Turners Falls 
area to be brought up to 
code with zero interest 
loans. For tlle FY012 appli­
cation, five housing llllits 
may be able to have lead 
risk assessments complet­
ed, for example, or see 
energy efficiency improve­
ments, for a total of 
$179,000, if approved. 

And most inlportantly, a 
WMECO representative, 
William LaBlanc, was open 
to slight adjustments in pro­
posed new power pole posi­
tions on West Chestnut Hill 
Road, which the select­
board approved. The poles 
are meant to improve power 
reliability in the heavily 
wooded neighborhood. The 
Pinardis, West Chestnut 
Hill residents, requested 
tl1at tlle survey stakes for 
tlle proposed poles be 
moved a snlidge in order to 
accommodate tlle path of 
children sledding down tlle 
hill tllere in winter - a nice 
gesture to prevent concus­
sions. There were no com­
ments regarding pole place­
ments on Chestnut Hill 
Loop and East Chestnut 
Hill Road, where tlle select­
board also approved the 
power company's pole 
location requests. 

In oilier news, Turners 
Falls Road resident Mark 
Bernier presented a se1ies 
of concerns regarding 
ongoing constmction proj­
ects and cars, boats, and 
trailers in various states of 
repair parked at tlle Dawson 
residence, near his house. 
Town inspector David 
Jensen and healtll inspector 
Gina McNeely could find 
no immediate legal grollllds 
for addressing the prob­
lems, however. The town is 

Locally owned since 1941 

Full service market 
Fresh Local Produce 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

1' T'~ 
nclcYCLE 
274 Rt. 2, Gill 

10°/4 off Batteries c4131863-9543 and Clothing Allan• David 
email: AJCYC@CROCKEFtCOM 

Gift Certificates wwwAJcYCLE.coM 

in the process of rewiiting 
town bylaws regarding 
unregistered vehicles, but 
tliat will not be ready lllltil 
next spring's town meeting 
wan'allt. The town will draft 
a letter, however, with a 
nlllllber of suggestions for 
the Dawson fanlily, in order 
to help tllem p1ioriti.ze com­
pleting tllei.r constmction 
projects, re-parking boats, 
and completing repairs to 
tl1e automobiles. 

The Millers Pub is now 
solely owi1ed by Tammy 
Berard and Ed Tolzdo1f, 
after they bought out tllei.r 
paitner. The liquor license 
now reflects tllat update, 
approved by the select­
boai·d. 

The selectboai·d heai·d 
back from a dist:Iict manag­
er of the US Postal Service, 
preSlllllably via US Mail, 
tllat no decisio11S have been 
made yet regai·ding tlle fate 
of tlle Lake Pleasant post 
office and tllat no decisions 
would be made witllout 
furtller public heatings and 
comment periods. 
Notification will be sent to 
all affected residents when 
tl1e hearings are scheduled, 
giving all affected ftuther 
oppo1tunity to comment on 
tl1e impo1tance of tlle post 
office to tlle village. 

Outgoing police chief 
Ray Zukowski wi·ote a let­
ter of commendation for 
officers Chris Williams, 
Lee Laster, and John 
Dempsey for tllei.r quick 
work in apprehending a 
fleeing felon, Thomas 
Rodriguez, who robbed 
Rite Aid early in 
November. 

Patti Dion, n·easurer and 
collector for the town, has 
announced tllat baffel stick-

BY KATIE NOLAN -
The ala1m system at the 
new Eiving senior center 
was set off on Monday 
after tlle power was shut 
off for non-payment of tlle 
electric bill. 

The selectboard 
Monday evening noted tlle 
building is still Ullder the 
cont:I·ol of tlle building con­
n·actor, who is responsible 
for paying utility bills tmtil 
tlle town takes possession 
of the building. 

The ribbon cutting cere­
mony for tlle new senior 
center is planned for 
Sllllday, December 11111 at 
noon. 

Town administrator 
Tom Shaip said tlle electric 
power was restored 
Tuesday and tlle building 
colllinittee was infonned 
tllat tlle conn-actor would 
pay tlle bill. 

Looking on tlle bright 
side, Sharp said tllat the 
shutoff provided a test of 
emergency syste1ns at tlle 
new $2.4 1nillion building, 
and a chance to learn how 
to resta11 the building's 
equipment.. 

The Usher Mill re-use 
co1mnittee gave tlle select­
board a status repo11 on 
tllei.r work on redeveloping 
tlle fonner indust:Iial prop­
erty. 

"Waiting, waiting, wait­
mg ... " said co1m11ittee 
member Jeff Dubay. 

According to Sha1p, the 
town expects to take for­
mal possession of tlle prop­
erty in March. The current 
landlord, Pat:I'iots 
Environmental, a 
Worcester based salvage 
finn, has failed to pay 
property taxes or respond 
to orders to clean up and 

secure tlle property follow­
ing an ai·son fire that dam­
aged several of tlle main 
buildings on July 30th, 
2007. 

Colllinittee members 
and tlle selectboai·d agreed 
initial cleanup of debris 
could start next Mai·ch or 
April. Demolition and 
other cleanup activities 
would be put out to bid in 
Januaiy or Febmary. 

In October, the co1mnit­
tee had provided tlle board 
with a draft letter regarding 
donation of a parcel adja­
cent to the fo1mer Usher 
plant for comments. 
Dubay asked the select­
boai·d to respond as soon as 
possible. 

Committee member 
Jeamlie Sche1messer pre­
viewed pait oftlle commit­
tee's slide presentation 
about the prope1ty for tlle 
board. Selectboai·d mem­
ber James Hackett recom­
mended giving tlle full 
presentation to tlle town in 
Januaiy and scheduling a 
vote on funding cleanup 
and re-development at tlle 
annual town meeting in 
May. 

Donna Cote of Franklin 
County Regional Housing 
and Redevelopment 
Autl101ity and Donna Liebl 
of Franklin Collllty Home 
Care introduced tlle com­
mllllity development block 
grant application to be sub­
nlitted to the state 
Department of Housing 
and Colllinunity 
Development. If 
approved, the grant will 
provide $1.1 million to the 
towns of Erving, Colrain, 
Deerfield, ai1d Gill for tlle 
zero interest loan housing 
rehabilitation prograin for 

eligible homeowners. The 
grant will also provide 
funding for tlle regional 
meals on wheels program 
nm by Franklin Cotmty 
Home Care Corporation, 
which has experienced 
budget cuts for tlle pro­
gram in recent years. 

The application propos­
es tllat five income-eligible 
housing units in Erving 
could receive $35,000 each 
for repai1ing housing code 
violations, and tllat ten eld­
ers could receive daily 
meals on wheels for a year. 

According to Cote, her 
office has ah'eady received 
24 applications from 
Erving for the housing 
rehabilitation program, and 
it nlight be possible to 
se1ve more than five 
Erving housing tmits if 
tllere is less demand for tlle 
program from the other 
tllree toW11S. 

Ralph Semb requested a 
license to sell alchohol at a 
package store associated 
with tlle convenience store 
he is plamling to build on a 
lot next to tlle French King 
Bowling Center. The site 
is tlle fonner location of 
the Cotmtree Living 
Restaurant. 

The selectboard will 
hold a hearing on the 
license application at 6:35 
p.m. on December 12tll at 
town hall. The selectboai·d 
will contact state senator 
Stan Rosenberg about spe­
cial legislation to allow a 
tllird package store license 
in town. 

A public review of 
Etving's response to the 
October nor' easter and 
power outage will be held 
December 19th at 7 p.m. at 
Etving Elementa1y School. 

ers are now available for 
2012 at a rate of $78 for Erving to Consider Adult Entertainment Bylaws 
Januaiy 1st tllrough Jtme BY KATIE NOLAN -
30th. Etving voters will be asked 

The next selectboard to approve new zoning 
meeting will be held on bylaws regulating adult 
Monday, December 5th. entertainment establish­
Topics coming soon to a ments at a special town 
selectboard agenda near meeting December 12tll. 
you: updates regai·ding tlle The proposed bylaws 
Railroad Salvage demoli- listed in Article 9 of tlle 
tion and Strathmore Mill town meeting warrant spec­
deb1is pile removal. ify that adult ente1tainment 

establishments (adult book-

111 
Abo.ft-Face 
Computer Solutions 

161 AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 
(413) 863-5447 

Full Service Repairs, Network 
Setup & Repair, Sales! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

~Ing 
wn 

stores, adult motion picture 
tl1eaters, adult parapherna­
lia stores, adult video 
stores, or establishments 
featllling live nudity) will 
be allowed in tlle central 
village zoning district 
tmder special pernlit and 
after site plan review by the 
planning board. 

Under the proposed 
bylaws, adult ente1tainment 

facilities would be restrict­
ed from locating within 
specified distances from 
ce1tain land uses, such as 
residentially zoned dis­
n·icts, churches, public 
parks, day care centers, 
senior centers, or other 
entertainment establish­
ments. Adult ente1tain-

see ERVING page 11 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

...J$'J'filj;/j.-z. 
eeted.1ta.tt1e9 IO I at rl1e1et(),e1taa.1t<;­

Professional Painting & Decorating 

Contractor - Retailer 
www.couturebros.com 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD 

Repairs Completed at Swift River 
NOTES FROM THE 6-M REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Gill-Montague School Climate 
Rated "Best in the Region" 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -
Students at the Gill-Montague 
schools view their school cli­
mate more positively than do 
their peers in other Franklin 
Cotmty towns. This info1ma­
tion was provided to the 
regional school committee on 
Tuesday, November 22nd, by 
Jeanette Voas, evaluation coor­
dinator for the Community 
Coalition for Teens (CCT), a 
program of the Franklin 
Regional Council of 
Govermnents. 

Asked if adults treat stu­
dents with respect, G-M stu­
dents gave positive responses 
89% of the time, compared to 
84% in the region. Students felt 
they treated treating one anoth­
er with respect 65% of the time 
at G-M compared to the 
region's 57%. Asked if stu­
dents of racial or ethnic minori­
ties are treated with respect, 
93% of G-M students said yes, 
compared to the region's 85%. 
Questions about treatment of 
gay and lesbians and students 
with disabilities were also pos­
itive and above the regional 

The new roof and boiler replacement project at Swift River School is n0111 complete 

Voas introduced her find­
ings from the annual CCT teen 
health survey of 8th, 10th and 
12th graders in schools in 
Franklin Cotmty and the North 
Quabbin region by saying a 
positive school climate 
improves student performance, 
enhances personal relation­
ships and job satisfaction for 
school personnel, and is tied to 
increased family involvement 
in schools. 

see SCHOOL pg 10 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN A 
new roof is in place and a new 
boiler is heating the Swift River 
School, thanks in large part to the 
state's Green Repair program, 
fimded by the federal stimulus 
bill. New Salem resident John 
Ryan told the Wendell select­
board on November 23rd that the 
renovations at the elementary 
school shared by the two towns 
are now basically complete. The 
school's roof has been repaired 
or replaced, insulated and pro­
vided with some pitch for better 
nmoff. A new efficient boiler is 
in place and working. 

At this jtmcture, $120,000 is 
still in the building account: 
$60,000 from Wendell, $60,000 
from New Salem, and Ryan 
asked the Wendell board to give 
the Green Repair committee 
authority to use that money to 
remove hazardous material and 
to address handicap accessibility 
at Swift River. The selectboard 
members present, Dan Keller 
and Jeoffrey Pooser, agreed to 
have Wendell's share of the 
building accotmt go towards 
those ends. 

Removal of hazardous materi-

al will take place in the summer. 
The closing date on the fonner 

Renick prope1ty on Wickett 
Pond Road is approaching, but a 
sticking point to the transfer of 
the town owned prope1ty to 
Alistair MacMa1tin and Judy Hall 
developed over the issue of the 
town claiming the right of first 
refosal should the couple ever 
decide to sell the property. 

Keller said the town ah-eady 
owns too many prope1ties. He 
said selectboard chair Christine 
Heard, who was not in attendance 
at the meeting on Thanksgiving 
eve, had suggested the town's 
right of first refosal be dropped. 

Keller noted the town's main 
concerns when it sold the tax title 
prope1ty were to ensure that no 
more than one dwelling go up on 
the prope1ty, and that the original 
18th centmy house be prese1ved 
if possible. 

MacMa1tin and Hall's pro­
posal for the Renick property, 
accepted at town meeting, 
includes a conservation restric­
tion that will allow no more than 
a single new home to be con­
stmcted, along with a plan for 
stabilizing the existing house. 

Keller said insisting on a 
clause for the town to have the 
right of first refosal on the prop­
e1ty would place an unnecessary 
burden on foture selectboards, 
town meetings, and descendants 
of the couple. 

Pooser and Keller agreed to 
drop the town's request for a 
right of first refosal, and town 
coordinator Nancy Aldrich 
called the couple to tell them one 
more obstacle that had been 
standing in the way of their clos­
ing on the prope1ty has now been 
removed. 

Using some of last fall's 
:MEMA grant money, Wendell 
bought 50 cots for residents to 
use in an emergency shelter at 
one of the town buildings in the 
event of an extended power out­
age or other emergency. 
Selectboard members thought 
the cots might be able to be 
stored in the libra1y basement, 
but librarian Rosie Heidkamp 
expressed the concem that the 
librruy basement is damp, and 
not a good storage place for the 
cots. 

Board members decided to 
see WENDELL pg 10 

In the 2011, 187 students in 
the Gill Montague Regional 
School 

District were surveyed on 
their views about school cli­
mate, and their responses 
showed they consider their 
schools positive, safe places to 
learn, where students demon­
strate respect for one another 
and for staff, and adults offer 
them respect in return. The stu­
dents report good adult support 
within the schools, and say 
rules are fair, clear, and well 
enforced. 

In comparison with the 
wider region of Franklin 
Cotmty and the North Quabbin 
where the same survey was 
conducted, Gill-Montague 
ranked consistently higher in 
positive responses in almost all 
categories. 

j0pen Late until 8 pm: 
Fri. Dec. 9th 

for a Wonderful, 
Wonderful Night 

10% off between 6-8 pm 

NowT • g 
Holiday Orders 
Desert Platters 

Frosted Cookies 
Sweet Breads 

Yule Logs 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK 

Open Christmas Eve 
tilll 3 pm 

SALFS • SERVICE• lNSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin:773-9497 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons --------
Est ates• Wills• Real Estate 

Personal Injury ---------
P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 

(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 

£XC£11£NC£1N 
TR££ CAR£ 

us uto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 

$250 CLOSING COST CREDIT 
Ex • D 31 2011 . 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

Credit at Closing Toward Closing Costs 
When you mention this Ad 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 tprevost@metlife.com 
All loans suqedlo app,o,,,al Cemin oonclliotlS and foes apply. Mat,ge fimna1g pnM'lod t,,, 
Mel!fe Hane Loans, a <ivision aMetife Bank, NA~ Housing Lender.®200! ""1LIFE. NC. @ 
PEANUTS@u.ec:t feallJle Syrdica'.e, Inc. l09086294[exp()!OOJAI StatesfDCI uriiiER BC 1 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

make the web work for your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

if 1f£ 'H 'i\tR 'J> 

fl/' ~ ,.._ <IS~ 
~1s'}[ 1' 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

Irish Seisiun Music 
Thursday 4 - 7 

Friday 9 -1 

GRIEAl SEAFOOD & Gooo T!MlES 
163 Sunderland Rd.• Amherst 

(413) 548-6900 

DOLAN & DOt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfR~~~Hl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~rnlf~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 
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BY DENIS BORDEAUX 
TURNERS FALLS - An Indian 
Summer day, with packed 
stands and more alums 
than you could shake 
hands with, without 
missing some seri­
ous game time. In 
what was easily 
the most easily 
matched game 
between rivals 
Turners Falls and 
Greenfield in many 
years, the home team 
turned that Indian Summer day 
into an Indian victory and an 
instant classic as Turners 
squeaked out a 7-6 win over the 
Green Wave. Squeaked, as in T.J. 

lo Meyer's extra point try, looking 
~ like it was going up in slo-mo, 
~ tinked off the cross bar and 
g thankfully had no backspin on it, 
~ dropping on the other side of the 
o:: goal post for a 7-6 lead and the 
~ eventual margin of victory. 
~ The overall play of the game 

~IIU,,ir.ill.l~ll.l.ili"""-....ii was exceptional, and both coach-
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Both teams had 165 yards, and 
were basically even in every 
other category. Each team moved 
between the 30s but could only 
push over the one score a piece. 

When Tmners was on 
the offense, crisp block­

ing and in-your-face 
running between 
tackles account for 
150-plus yards msh­
ing. When the Green 
had the ball, Zach 

Bariak, probably the 
best all around athlete 

on the field, was a threat 
to take it all the way on his 

own, or throw a pin-point pass for 
a huge gain down the sideline. 

But Turners swarmed the ball 
when he ran, arid when he man­
aged to complete nine passes, 
tackling by the Turners' second­
ary limited yar·ds after the catch 
for Greenfield's big receivers. 
Disciplined football. 

Ryan Wilder won the most 
valuable player and that's great, 
though I think he should have his 
offensive line sign it as well, 
smce they dominated between 

The Winning Kick by T.J. Meyer. ing staffs deserve much credit. see SPORTS page 16 

GIii Sixth Grade Multlplles the Value of Pie 
BY ANNE HARDING Gill 
Elementary sixth graders were gaining 
math and business skills - along with 
pie making skills - last week as they 
baked 184 pies for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 
Students, parents and teaching staff had 

Falls High School kitchen putting 
together the pre-ordered pies. There 
were four choices available - pumpkin, 
blueberry, apple and pecan. Pies were 
picked up Wednesday at the Gill 
Elementary School and each contained 
a hand-written thank you note as an 

The students are raising money to fund 
their annual weeklong trip to Nature's 
Classroom at the Sargent Center in 
Hancock, NH. This is one of several 
fundraising ventures the class will 
undertake to raise the necessary $5,318. 
The net pie earnings brought in $1,010, 

the annual project to give students an 
opportunity to examine the costs of 
doing business, use of decimals, calcu­
lating percentages and other math func­
tions. 

For people who missed the pie sale, 
it's not too late to order homemade 
candy canes or gourmet apples from the 
class. These delicious apples are dipped 
in buttery caramel, smothered in milk 
chocolate, topped with pecans and driz­
zled with icing. The Gill 6th graders are 
working Equi's Candy Kitchen in 
Turners Falls for this second holiday 
fundraiser. Contact any student you 
know or call the school at 413-863-
3255 to place an order. The deadline to 
order is December 12th. 

,f 
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W1lloWee· 

~ 
The sculptures are rendered so 

as to suggest elegance, simplic~, 
peace and seren~. 

-BAKER-· 
Office Supply }10 Main Str=t, Gr=nt,eld 1-1}-77+-2}+5 

■ ■ ■. ■ 

Thc(ii11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed • Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Diemand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

Accepting Orders for 
:fresh-'Ilianis9wfrie 

'Tur&y tliru 11/14 
ancl don't forget to visit 

our store! 
N, t d·t ddb. d 

Farmstand Hours: 
6 Days a Week 6 a m.-6 p.m. 

Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Call:978-544-3806 

E&OLIVE 

SERViNG HOME GROWN 

FARM-'iNspiREd Food & DRiNk 
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

PHONE 413 774 3150 

Huge Selection of Passenger, 
light Truck/SUV, Truck, Farm, 
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer, 
lawn & Garden, ATV 

Tires for Work. Tires for Play. 
www.petestire.com 
Northampton • 186 North King St. 413-586-8815 
Brattleboro • 220 Old Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628 
Orange • 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat. 10-5 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

Qr1'd Jol1llfl0/I, 42cn0tO.'I 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SRES 
'i I '3 -~;(13 · 97 % • Gerilohnson~ R~allor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residenti,I Specialist) 

of all REALTORS hold !his prestigirus cleign,llion. 
Sis my badge of e.,~iseand )OUr ~\ield or 
e. Put )Our trust in the best to get the job done. 
r buying. selling or rcicrri>g, always choose 

S .90 yro1s 1,/, r~fl('llr.,...r. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
■il■P■IIIID (413) 863-9736 • IVIVW.GJAR.CO) 

ould tell you 
that sum 
brought in 
nearly 20 
percent of 
the target. 
s i X t h 
g r a d e 
teacher 
Joanne 
Flagg uses 
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We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines! 
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I 
GREENFIELD@C0PYCATPRINTSH0P.C0M I 

413-774-3 500 I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and online services: 

copycatprintshop.com +' 
UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY 

OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 
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Special discounts at restauruts and stores plus 
music ud slnilni on the streets. 

Stores open late! 
ParticipatinU venues include: 

2nd Street Bakery 
About Faee Computers 
Basically Bieyeles 
Carriage House Designs 

Coufnre Bros. 
Gary's Antiques 
Lisa's Soaps 
Loot Found + Made 

Nina's Nook 
Rendezvous 
Ristorante DiPaolo 
Tim De Christopher studio 
... Other ven1Utes to be added 

Cairoliing lied by the Rendlezvou§ 6 pm 
MontaiglUle Bu§ine§§ A§§Ociaition HolJldlaiy Tree Lighting 7 pm 

9 

Welicome Yulie ait the Shea Theater 7:30 pm ARIELJONESPHOTO 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

T u1i1~·s falls 

Pizza Hous~ t.'tOii.<-A~~r:r~ 
119 Awnw~A 
S6J-SO'-'D 

We 'Deliver! 

RISTORANTE DIPAOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials• 1st & 3«1 Thurs Jazz 

Glass 15, B011/e 120, Appeliz.ers 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Fooo 
Grinders • Dinners • Beer & Wine Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

Open 7 days• 41 years on the Ave lf s Pizza Timd 413-863-4441 
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from WENDELL page 7 
break up the cots and keep some 
stored at the office building, some 
at the town hall and some at the 
fire station and highway garage, 
which has an upstairs room that 
could se1ve as a tempora1y shel­
ter. 

Pooser prepared a letter 
requesting the Massachusetts 
Broadband Initiative (MBI) to 
include Wendell's highway 
garage and fire station when it 
builds a main tmnk line to connect 
to anchor institutions in town in 
the next year or two. The town's 
Emergency Operations Center is 
located in the garage and could 
benefit from a high speed internet 
connection, and the road crew, 
based in the garage cold use cur­
rent weather info1mation avail­
able on the internet when plan­
ning when and where to plow and 
sand. 

In the recent October snow 
stonn, the road crew got their 
weather infonnation from a desk 
top television with a rabbit ears 
antenna. 

Aldrich said the MBI had 
info1med her they had made their 
plan, and were not likely to 
change it, but she said she would 
forward the letter to them anyway. 

The Franklin County Sheriff's 
office is offering a kennel and dog 
officer proposal meant not to 
replace but to be a backup for the 
town's own dog control officer, 
Maggie Houghton. The cost is 
$700, more than Houghton's pay, 
and Keller questioned whether the 
program was worth the money. 
The board will consult Houghton 
and the finance c01mnittee before 
replying. 

By answering questions on the 
Massachusetts lnterlocal 
Insurance Association (MIIA) 
tool kit, Pooser and Keller saved 
the town 1 % on its annual instu·­
ance bill. They can save more by 
following through with some of 
MIIA's recommendations for the 
town. 

SCHOOL from page 7 
average. 

On the subject of mles and 
their enforcement, students 
said the rules are clear for stu­
dent behavior (95%), are 
enforced fairly and consistent­
ly (81 %), and adults take quick 
action when they find out a stu­
dent is bullying or being cruel 
to another student (77%). 

Students agreed with the 
statement, "In my school, there 
is at least one adult who would 
be willing to help me with a 
personal problem," 93% of the 
time at G-M. They agreed there 
was at least one adult who 
knows who their friends are 
(91 % ) and at least one adult 
who really cares about how 
they're doing in school (87%), 
again higher than the regional 
as a whole. 

Gill-Montague students say 
they mostly or always feel safe 
on the way to and from school 
by 91 %. By wide margins, they 
also say they feel safe in the 
cafeteria (89%), bathrooms 
(88%) outside and around the 
school (88%) in the locker 
rooms (85%), and in the hall­
ways (82%). 

Do students feel connected 
to their school and colllinuni­
ty? In the G-M school district, 
70% said they have a strong 
sense of belonging to their 
school, and 86% said adults 
encourage students to care for 
each other. Are families 
encouraged to be part of school 
activities? With somewhat 
lower numbers, 68% said yes, 
compared to 63% throughout 
the region. Students do say 
they have lots of chances to 
talk and work together with 
other students in their classes 
(79%). 

In the only low number of 
positive responses, only 30% 
of G-M students said they get a 
chance to work on projects for 
and with the local community, 
compared to 33% of students 
who answered yes to this ques-
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tion regionally. 
At Gill-Montague, 95% of 

students agreed with the state­
ment, "I think it's wrong to 
harass of pick on another stu­
dent," and 84% said they 
would know how to help if 
they saw a student being 
picked on or harassed at 
school. On the subject of cyber 
bullying, about a third of G-M 
students repo1ted incidences of 
receiving mean or tlueatening 
texts or emails, a bit higher 
than the regional average. 

Voas provided her contact 
information at the Community 
Coalition for Teens for anyone 
wanting more information on 
the survey: 413-774-1194, ext. 
119, or by email at: 
jvoas@fcog.org. 

School committee members 
said they were pleased to hear 
the data confinn their own pos­
itive view of the climate in dis­
trict schools. 

Earlier in the meeting, inter­
im superintendent Nadine 
Ekstrom introduced seven of 
this year's John and Abigail 
Adams Scholars, of the total of 
18 scholarship winners from 
the TFHS class of 2012. 
Ekstrom and school cotmnittee 
members congratulated all of 
the scholars. Students are eligi­
ble for the award based on high 
academic achievement on 
MCAS tests. 

Ekstrom had personally 
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L to R, Among the winners of the John and Abigail Adams scholarship 
mvards at Turners Falls High School on November 22nd were Hairy 

Ozdarski, Hairy Fiske, and Caroline Sena. 
honored all of the students in a 
ceremony held earlier in the 
day. This year's John and 
Abigail Adams Scholars are: 
Jolina-Rose Blier, Zacharie 
Boisvert, Daniel Colton, 
Christian Connelly, Haley 
Fiske, Christopher Gordon, 
Mark Hudyma, Jesse 
Langknecht, Samuel Letcher, 
Corban Mailoux, Jeremy 
Mankowsky, Patrick Moretti, 
Quincy Ortiz, Haley Ozdarski, 
Emily Pollard, Todd 
Richardson, Caroline Sena and 
Tara Williams. 

The scholarships, awarded 
by the Massachusetts 
Department of Education, 
allow students to qualify for a 
tuition waiver for eight tradi­
tional semesters of undergrad­
uate education at the 
University of Massachusetts, 
the eight state colleges and the 
fifteen community colleges. 

The next regularly school 
committee meeting will be 
held on December 13th, at 
Turners Falls High 
School at 7:00 pm. Ill 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Illegal Driving, Vandalism, Assist Other Police 

, for 
speeding, attaching number plates, 
driving an un tuunst1red vehicle, and 
with a revoked registration. 
Wednesday, II/16 
12:05 a.m. Dog in Route 2 at Maple 
Avenue. Fo,md same and returned to 
owner. 
4:40 p.m. Car vs. deer crash on Route 
2 at Old State Road. 
9:25 p.m. Report of a loud alarm in the 
Farley area. Checked area. No alarm 
sotmding. 

Friday, II/18 2:00 p.m. Dispute at Old State Road 
12:45 a.m. Assisted Montague police residence. Verbal only. Subject left the 
with disturbance at East Main Street. residence- Report taken. 
6:45 p.m. Assisted Gill police with 8:40 p.m. Criminal application issued 

motor vehicle crash on Main Street and -~ ■ ■ I 
Route 2. ~perating a motor 

vehicle with a suspended license on 
Satwclay, II/19 Route 2. 
2:15 p.m. Criminal application issued Thucsday, 11/24 

, or operating 
a motor vehicle with a revoked registra­
tion and failure to wear seatbelt. 

Monday. Il/21 

I 0:30 p.m. Dispatched to area of 
Route 2 for report of male subject 
walking in the direction of the French 
King Bridge. Checked area. 
Unfotmded. 

Saturday. II/26 

THECOUNTRY JEWELER 

~ 
7:15 a.111. Suspicious person in area of 

East Prospect Street. 
Area checked. Unable 

Since 1895 to locate. 

10:20 a.m. Arrested-­

- for operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended license and 
possession of a class E substance on 
Route 2. 

( on,cr of Main & Chapman Streets. Grcc11ticld I 772-0859 

•tJiMI PICKLES I 
Natural[~ Fermented & Raw 

Available by the 
jar at U pinngil! 

www.realpicl<les.com 
(413)774,2600 Gteenfield, MA 

On the Cammon 
Greenfield, Massach.useus 

Turnt1rs Falls, i\1:assacluesttts 

McCarthy (413) 774-4808 
J oho C. Davis FUNERAL HOME 

wtuw.111ccarthyf1,11c.·ra/Jw111,,:s.,~c,nr Director 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

Pies! 
Party Platters & 

Sweet Breads for the holidays 

Tue-Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Closed 
Check out our Great Lunch Menu 

Now Open Sundays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Mondays Cakes, Pastries. Coffee, Soup and Bread 

" Pt;Tt;R UJATGRS -, 
HOUSE PAINTING 

i~\e:;.~c:;. 978-544-6534 We~dAell 
t • 

-~-~-~---~-r.iliiii."'\-~-~ 

Tuesclay. II/22 
I 0:30 a.m. Vandalism 
at Strachen Street at 
Renovators Supply. 
Report taken. 
12:40 p.m. Tractor 
trailer crashed into 
guardraJ at East Main 
Street. Report on file. 

Sunday. II/27 
12:25 a.m. Removed tree limb down at 
Wheelock Street. 
5:15 a.m. Removed tree from Prospect 
Heights. 
8:20 p.m. Report of distraught juvenile 
female on Strachen Street. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 

l!RSATIVS NAIRl!UTTING 
PSRMC a. eo,ou 

/lllen, Women a. t!hffd~•n 

%·~~%-i 
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B6S•2022 
Matle f!aaffne 74 PROIP~M ff. 
Rlehatcl DIGeotge (Thursdays) TURN~U FAUi 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• Sp~,~;~~-~!;! I!~~ .. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 
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COMPOST from page 1 
menting the composting pro­
gram, but says the district as a 
whole has been ve1y suppo1tive -
from the administrative and 
teaching teams to the food se1v­
ice and custodial staff. 

Donovan aired the video 
Compost It for elementaty school 
students and staff and talked to 
them about the changes in their 
daily trash routines. Students 
learned that composting saves 
money on waste disposal, helps 
slow greenhouse gas emissions 
that cause climate change and 
creates valuable soil out of waste. 
She then visited each school to 
train students and staff how to 
so1t trash and encouraged stu­
dents to hone their math skills by 
measuring waste and calculating 
the percentages diverted from the 
landfill. 

Montague Elementaiy kinder­
ga1ten student David 
Damkoehler said he puts the food 
he doesn't eat and leftover paper 
into the compost bucket in the 

ERVING from page 7 
ment establishments would be 
required to provide a vegetated 
buffer to screen the establishment 
from other commercial uses and 
their buildings would have to 
appeai· similar to other buildings 
in the area. TI1e bylaw also regu­
lates the number of signs allowed 
at an adult ente1tainment estab­
lishment (one) and prohibits 
flashing lights, rotating signs, and 
reflective or fluorescent signs. 
The special pennit granting 
authority (planning boai·d) would 
be allowed to set additional con­
ditions for the pe1mit, including 
restrictions on the hours of opera-

SALMON from page 5 
tecting all of the river's migratory 
fish species, m1animously voted 
to donate those big fish - killed, 
gutted and iced - to any federal­
ly recognized tribe that would 
take them. It might be a PR coup 
for the disastrous restoration, 
buffering perceptions away from 
the millions of dollars lost pro­
ducing ten dozen salmon returns 
annually. As with the Pilgrims, 
Pynchon and Williain Turner, the 
Indians had not come calling: 
USFWS had. Region 5 's 
Williain AI·chainbault noted, "We 
reached out to the federal tribes." 
Irnnically, that included the 
Wampanoag ai1d Nairngansett. 

I hope all fully understood that 

cafeteria and plastic straws into 
the trash baii-el. Asked about 
plastic forks, Damkoehler said, 
"We use real forks, but kids who 
bring home lunches have to put 

"We went into this 
P.roject to be good to 
the Earth and to get 
our students involved 
in projects that can 
maKe a difference." 

-Lynn Bassett 
G-M Business Manager 

their juice pouches and plastic 
food containers into the trash too. 
A big tmck comes and takes the 
compost to a faim. They put it 
into a big hole and make a big 
pile. Then it becomes soil ai1d 
they feed it to cows." 

This is not your average back­
yai·d compost program! 

As Damkoehler noted, stu­
dents leained that plastic items 
like straws, plastic utensils, cups 
and condiment packets cannot 
tum into soil and must go in the 

tion. 
Atticles 1 through 5 and 7 ask 

the meeting to approve paying six 
bills from prior yeai·s, totaling 
$1880.44. Atticle 6 would 
authorize sta1ting a revolving 
fund for the Com1cil on Aging, to 
receive payments from outside 
groups for use of the new senior 
center. Atticle 8 asks for the 
transfer of $750 from the Water 
Ente1prise Fund to provide a con­
tainment system for stored sodi­
um hydroxide at the well pmnp 
house. 

The meeting will be 
held at Erving town hall at II 
7 p.m. ,. 

in accepting fish they did 
USFWS a huge favor. They 
should also know the embattled 
two-mile reach of river they knew 
as Peskeomskut remains today a 
desolate place, where the 
USFWS and CRASC have aban­
doned a small population of fed­
erally-endangered shortnose stur­
geon and beleaguered American 
shad to the excesses of a for-prof­
it power company. 

Environmental journalist 
Karl Meyer lives in Greenfield, 
MA, and writes often about the 
Connecticut River. 

You can find his blog at: 
w1Vl1< karlmeyenvriting. com . 
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trash bin, while 1nilk caitons, 
napkins and all leftover food can 
be tossed into the compost con­
tainers. 11lis type of off-site com­
mercial composting differs from 
home composting by including 
non-vegetable waste such as 
daily products, meat, and bones 
as well as the milk contait1ers, 
napkins and other paper waste. 

Sixth grade student Toby 
Foster said landfills are becoming 
full. That's one reason the Gill 
Elementary School is staiting to 
compost food and paper. When 
Donovan spoke to the school, 
Foster leained the leftover food 
and paper that is taken to the faim 
turns into compost and soil that is 

good for growing better crops. 
People can eat the crops or feed 
them to animals for better meat 
and better rnilk, he said. 

Foster said there is now a new 
white compost bucket in his 6th 
grade classroom. The students 
use it mostly for paper towels, 
after washit1g up before lunch. 
All those paper towels used to go 
in the trash bit1. 

Foster says the kids ai·e doing 
a pretty good job of so11ing trash, 
though some mistakes are still 
beit1g made. Last week the sixth 
graders helped weigh the lunch 
gai-bage and detennined 72% was 
compost and only 28% was trash. 
Asked how the trash was 
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weighed, Foster replied, 
"Students first weighed them­
selves, then picked up the differ­
ent bags and got back on the 
scale. They subtracted theit· 
weight to figure out the pollllds of 
compost ai1d trash ai1d changed 
them to percents." 

Not all students were able to 
help with the weighing, but those 
who did repo1ted their findings 
back to their classmates. 

The Sheffield campus began 
compostillg November 3rd fol­
lowed by Gill Elementaiy on the 
8th ai1d the Hillcrest cainpus on 
the 14th. In last week's weigh­
off, Gill students collected 23 

see COMPOST page 13 

Martin ¥ armac Dies at 65 

Marty Yarmac, pictured here on the corner of Avenue A and 2nd in June, just before he headed to Mystic, CT far 
a fishing trip, grew up in the Grand Trunk Hotel which used to stand on that same corner. 

GILL - Martrn "Marty" E. Constmction of Tmners Falls about it. He was a member of 
Ya1mac, 65, of Main Road died and No1th Carolina. He also the NRA. 
Sunday (11-27-11) at Baystate worked for Aquadro Cerrutti Besides his mother, Helen of 
Medical Center it1 Springfield. Construction. He was a spot Turners Falls, he leaves his wife 
He was born in Montague on worker at Vermont Yankee dur- of 21 yeai·s, the former Elsa 
October 16th, 1946, the son of ing their periodic refuelillgs. He Cai1a; a daughter, Maria Green 
Edward and Helen (Siwizki) was employed at the fo1mer and her husband Matthew of 
Yarmac. He grew up in the Candlelight Motor Inn in Roswell, Ga.; a granddaughter, 
Grand Tmnk Hotel on Avenue Greenfield as a desk clerk Faith; a sister, Susan Ya1mac of 
A, and related his memories of before retiring in 2004. Tmners Falls, and three nieces. 
that long gone landmark at his- Marty was a commlmicant of A Memorial Mass will be on 
tori cal gatherings in recent Om Lady of Czestochowa Friday, Dec. 2, at 10 a m. at Our 
yeai·s. He attended local schools Church. Lady of Czestochowa Church 
it1 Turners Falls and was a grad- Marty was an avid kayaker with the Rev. Charles J. 
uate of Tmners Falls High and fishe1man and enjoyed col- DiMascola, pastor, officiating. 
School, Class of 1964. lecting knives. His collection of Burial will follow in the parish 

Marty was a construction John Russell Cutle1y knives was cemete1y. There ai·e no calling 
laborer for J. A. Jones a local legend; he wrote a book hours. 
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For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 
Now accepting new accounting clients 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 
'Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
Stl/ldro 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+1 }-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

Omnibus Designs 
Plans & Design, for Re,idential Con:strvction 

Charles Bado CAD.D. Certified Drafter 

PRACTICAL DESIGN SOLUTIONS FOR NEW HOMES 
REMODELS & ADDITIONS 

22 Checkerberrv Lane, Wendell MA 

Phone: (978) 544-9922 Cell: (413) 824-2318 
Email: bado@crocker.com www.ornnibusdesigns.biz 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secw·e 24-hotu· access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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LEVERETT from page 1 
$9,000 more in capital spending 
for computer upgrades). "We've 
eliminated the Spanish program. 
Fuel costs are unpredictable" 
(though the school is in the midst 
of an extensive lighting, insula­
tion, and window replacement 
energy upgrade). "We need to 
look at the stmcture of the budg­
et. Some stmctural increase may 
be needed." 

The school cotmnittee brought 
in level fonded budgets for the 
three years prior to FY '12. 

TI1e selectboard urged Hajir to 
take a hard line in contract negoti­
ations with teachers and with U-
28 superintendent Joan Wickman. 

Both the Leverett and 
Shutesbmy school cotmnittees 
voted against renewing 
Wickman's contract recently, but 
they were outvoted by the other 
three towns in U-28: Erving, 
New Salem and Wendell. 

Selectboard member Peter 
d'Eirico recommended negotiat­
ing for a 5% cut in Wickman's 
$124,790 salary, so classroom 
teaching could continue to be 
emphasized over what he tenned 
"micro-managing" at LES. 

"Something's got to give," 
d'Eirico said. 

Hajir urged the selectboard to 
build on the good will that may 
have been created during recent 
meetings with the boards of other 
U-28 towns by proactively seek­
ing a yearly meeting of the select­
boards and finance committees of 
those towns, to envision how 
they would like the union to 
evolve, and "to build a better col­
laboration for the foture." Hajir 
suggested this as something of a 
parallel track in case present dis­
cussions about fonning a new 
regional arrangement for 
Leverett's elementa1y school 
governance do not bear fiuit. 

Returning to the budget, Hajir 
said the elementruy school is now 
receiving a small amount of Title 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing -Patios -Walks -

Walls Installed -Tree Work 
Loam -Compost-Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

81 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

I fonding, as a result of a recent 
increase in the number of stu­
dents attending LES who qualify 
for free and reduced lm1ch - a 
munber now topping 30% of the 
student body. 

He said plans were being dis­
cussed to stage a lru·ge ftmdrais­
ing conceit on school grmmds 
next year with local musicians 
donating their services to raise 
ftmds to help defray some of the 
expected increase in the budget. 

D'e1rico thought the impact of 
such an event would be "huge" 
not merely in monetary tenns, 
but also in tenns of raising 
awareness runong the c01mnunity 
about the school's needs. 

He wamed that an oveni.de 
pegged to the school budget may 
face strong cross cmTents in a 
year when the town may also be 
conside1i.ng means of financing a 
local broadband initiative and 
perhaps also a means of resolving 
a longstanding problem with con­
taminated wells on Teawaddle 
Hill Road near the former town 
landfill. 
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The selectboard was con­
cerned the delay would lead to 
tax bills going out in the middle 
of the holidays. "People are 
going to freak," wamed Shively. 

Town adminstrator Mru·gie 
McGinnis said Leverett also 
failed to get a routine notice from 
Boston about the deadline for 
renewing alcohol licenses this 
year, but since town hall only 
issues one of those - to the 
Village Food Coop - this delay 
did not create too much of a bot­
tleneck. The boru·d agreed to cut 
the fee for renewing the coop's 
license in half - to $250 - in 
recognition of the service the 
coop provides the commtmity by 
stocking local beers, organic 
wine and the like. 

The boru·d constituted itself as 
the Leverett Department of 
Telecommunications and 
Energy, pursuant to the measure 
passed by town meeting to estab­
lish a 1mmicipal lighting plant for 
purposes of facilitating the deliv­
e1y of high speed broadband 
cable to residents. The boru·d 
appointed Rob Brooks as its del-

T ax Bills Delayed egate to the Wired West 
In other news, the board Cooperative, working to deliver 

delayed a tax classification hear- high speed internet access to 
ing, pending approval of local dozens ofunderse1ved com1mmi­
valuations from the state ties in Westem and Central 
Deprutment of Revenue. Massachusetts, and named 

Assistant assessor Stephen Counie Peterson as an alternate. 
Schtnidt said the town waited Brooks said the town's broad­
five weeks to hear that DOR had band com1nittee is now review­
granted preliminary approval to ing the four proposals received 
tii.eunial revaluations tmtil finally from consultants interested in 
a phone inquiiy to a DOR field working with the town to plan a 
agent revealed that preliminary last mile broadband systelll, p1i.or 
approval had already been grant- to awarding the bid. 
ed. "We used to receive notifica- The board appointed Justin 
tion by mail, then by both mail Wall, ofBelche1town, a prut tune 
and email," Schtnidt told the Leverett police officer at $16.13 
board. "This time, we never per hour. Wall cmTently works 
received an official notification." on the Shutesbmy and 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE WENIHL POLICE LOG 
Break In, Accident, Unauthorized Charge 

Monday, 9/26 Road. Advised to seek Tuesday, 11/8 
7:15 p.m. Depot Road own complaints. 5:04 p.m. Neighbors dis-
resident reported her Wednaclay, 10/26 put.e over barking dogs. 
house broken into - 14- 5:00 p.m. Lockes Village Wednaclay, 11/9 
year-old male juvenile Road resident reported 6:30 a.m. Report of utility 
arrest.ed after an investiga- somebody used her debit pole on fu-e on Montague 
tion. card online. Road. Notified National 
Tuaday, 9/27 Fritlay, 10/28 Grid and Fire 
5:15 a.m. Motorcycle vs. 7:00 p.m. Motor vehicle D<:£arllnent. 
deer accident on Lockes accident on Lockes Friday, 11/11 
Village Road. No injuries. Village Road. Minor 4.25 a.11L House a1um on 
~. 10/1 injt11-ies to one individual Jennison Road. All OK 
4:55 p.m. Kempfield transported to Baystate Sunday, 11/'llJ 
Road resident reported Franklin Medical Center 1:00 p.m. Report of three 
prescription medicine via Orange ambulance. dogs in resident's yard 
stolen from residence Sunday, 10/30 t:hreat.ening hinL Notified 
some time in the last week. 12:30 a.m. Two stom1 dog officer. 
W~. 10/19 related motor vehicle acci- Tuesday, 11/22 
10:04 p.tlL Assault and dents on Depot Road. 12:30 a.m. Motor vehicle 
battery reported between Power lines down. No accident on Depot Road. 
two parties on Locke Hill injtiries. Minor injuries. 

Stmderland police deprutments, 
and is familiar with Leverett, 
accordii1g to the recommendation 
of chief Gruy Billings. The boru·d 
examined Wall's resume and 
fotmd him well qualified and an 
expe1t mru-ksman. 

Adding to the recent litru1y of 
woe that has mru·ked the recent 
installation of two high efficiency 
ftunaces at town hall, McGiimis 
said one of the brand new, made­
in-the-USA Adams fornaces 
failed to operate when called for 
last week. Upon ii1spection, the 
direct-from-the-factory ftunace 
was fotmd to have suffered an 
electii.cal failure in its conti·ols, 
resulting iii the melting of wires 
in the internal conti·ols. 

"The buildii1g was not close to 
catching on fire," insisted 
McGinnis, who added the other 
brand new ftunace also showed 
signs of overheating in the con­
ti·ol wiring. 

Among the other problems 
associated with the Siemens 
Building Technologies fomace 
installation project at town hall 
was the initial delive1y of the 
wrong ftunace, and a persistent 
pool of condensate water fonning 
tmder the newly installed ftu-­
naces iii the town hall basement -
a problem still miresolved. 

The boru·d advised McGinnis 
to send letters to a number of pru·­
ties including Siemens ru1d the 
mrumfacturer, putting them on 
notice of the danger of liability 
from the new ftunaces as 
installed, and seeking cotTective 
measures and extended wammty. 
"We're paying for ftunaces here 
that ru·e supposed to operate," 
said board chafr Rich Brazeau. 

The boru·d sent a letter to the 
planning board, weighing in on 
the issue of loosening restii.ctions 
on the bylaws governing the 
placement of cell phone towers. 
In the wake of the widespread 
loss of land lines and electli.cal 
power following the October 
29th snowsto1m, the board said 
the only way people in town 
fotmd it possible to commtmi­
cate, iii many instances, was to 
ti·avel to a nearby town to access 
then-cell phones, since cell cov­
erage is spotty in Leverett even 
tmder the best of circmnstances. 

"As you know," the select­
board advised the planning boru·d 
in its letter, "Leverett's cmTent 
zoning bylaws only allow cell 
towers iii a few locations" (i.e. in 
commercial and business zones -
along Route 63 or near the coop 
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in Notth Leverett), "which have 
not been locations where compa­
nies are interested in placing 
them." The letter concludes, 
"Cell phones are no longer just a 
luxmy or convenience itelll, but 
an operational need and an 
iinpo1tant safety tool," for police 
and fire persollllel and emer­
gency platmers. 

Highway deprutment supe1i.n­
tendent Will Sti·atford advised the 
boru·d he had nm tlu·ough his 
entire ti·ee warden line item fol­
lowii1g the recent sto1m. The 
board is hopefol the state ru1d fed­
eral government will authorize 
reiinbursement ftmding for a 
good percentage of the $15,000 
spent on sto1m clean-up. 

Bull Hill Road 
The board agreed to spend 

$10,000 previously allocated by 
town meeting for iinproving 
drainage issues arom1d Bull Hill 
and Depot Road to contract with 
Holmberg and Howe, Inc. of 
Easthampton to sUIVey the wet­
lands arotmd the ru·ea affected by 
frequent flooding from Long 
Plain Brook. Selectboard chair 
Rich Brazeau has been working 
sepru·ately with Sti·atford and oth­
ers to flag private wells in the 
area in preparation for the smvey, 
and to contact the Massachusetts 
Department of Transpo1tation 
and urge them to clean out a cul­
ve1t they own beneath Route 63 
near the affected area. Brazeau 
would also like Mass DOT to 
install a drainage pipe along the 
side of Route 63 downsti·eam of 
Bull Hill Road to move water 
more quickly away from the 
affected ru·ea. 

Brazeau said the Friends 
Meeting House and some neigh­
bors are plrulning to work with 
Beaver Solutions to iinprove the 
beaver deceiver equipment cur­
rently installed at the beaver pond 
in back of the Meeting House, 
and to install another such device. 
When that is accomplished, 
Brazeau said the Fti.ends youth 
group may help to lower the level 
of the drun, reducii1g the tenden­
cy of the beaver pond to saturate 
the watershed upstreatn of the 
area affected by flooding dtui.ng 
heavy rains. 

Once the survey is completed 
and DEP pennits seemed, 
Brazeau said he hopes the town 
can use Chapter 90 highway 
fimds to install a new box culve1t 
at Bull Hill Road in I~ 
early sp1i.ng. ~ 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

The Root Cause of Root Decay 
There are prima1y headaches 

that are unrelated to another con­
dition, and secondaiy headaches, 
which are. Primaiy headaches 
illclude tension, migrail1e, mixed 
headache syndi·ome and cluster 
headaches. Secondaiy headaches 
include chronic progressive, 
SillllS and honnone headaches. 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Wliat exactly 
causes my old teeth to decay? 

Tooth decay - and gum dis­
ease - are caused by plaque, a 
layer of bacteria. This plaque can 
build up quickly on the teeth of 
older people. In addition, seniors 
have a greater tendency to get 
decay aroU11d older fillings. And 
we have more fillings than 

COMPOST from page 11 
pounds of compostable materials 
and 9 pounds of trash dmmg 
their Tuesday lunch period. On 
Monday, the Montague students 
from pre-K through 1st grade 
collected 50 potmds of compost 
(82 percent of their lllllch trash) 
while 2nd through 5th graders 
collected 96 potmds of compost 
(79 percent of their hmch trash). 

Foster stressed the Sheffield 
campus has more students so 
they should have more leftover 
food. 

Additionally, elementruy 
school classrooms will each have 
a compost collection bucket for 
food waste, snack milk contain­
ers and other compostable items. 

Joanne Flagg, 6th grade 
teacher at Gi.11 Elementru·y 
School is delighted with the new 
program. One comer of her 
room is ah'eady set up with con­
tamers for different types of 
waste - bins for recyclable paper, 
recyclable and redeemable con­
tainers, and a 13 gallon trash con­
tamer - and now a three gallon 
compost collector. 

Flagg said she hopes someday 
the 13 gallon container will col­
lect compost ru1d the trash bin 
will be reduced to three gallons. 

Flagg's students ah'eady have 
been saving food scraps for their 
classroom wo1m composter and 
watching the decomposition 
process first hand. Foster said 
the wonns work pretty quickly. 
The wo1ms like moisture, so 
water is added to the bin every 
few days along with fmit and 

yoU11ger people because we did­
n't all grow up with fluoride. 

Cavities in the roots of teeth 
are also more common among 
older adults, because the roots are 
exposed when our gums recede 
and we become "long in the 
tooth." The root smfaces are soft­
er than tooth enamel and decay 
more easily. 

D1y mouth, which is a lack of 
saliva, promotes tooth decay. 
Saliva is needed to neutralize the 
cavity-causing acids produced by 
plaque. Most diy mouth - a con­
dition also known as xerostomi.a 
- is related to the medications 
taken by older adults rather than 
to the effects of aging. 

Despite all of the dental prob­
lems related to age, seniors are 

vegetable scraps. It doesn't take 
long before the students can see 
the compost pile growing. 

The middle school and high 
school began composting this 
week, delayed by the unseasonal 
October snowsto1m. However, 
Donovan was on hand November 
10th with Rouwelllla Lamm of 
the Alliance for Climate 
Education (ACE) and profes­
sional free skier Dylan Hood of 
Protect our Wmters (POW) to 
introduce their programs and talk 
about cliinate change. 

The "ACE Climate 
Assembly" multiinedi.a presenta­
tion on climate science explained 
greenhouse gases, their sources 
and the cliinate effects ofhtilllan­
caused emissions. 

Lamm talked about the ACE 
mission to educate high school 
students on the science behii1d 
cliinate change and inspire them 
to take action to curb global 
wa1ming. Following the pres­
entation, students were encour­
aged to pledge to "Do One 
Thing" (DOT) to help the envi.­
romnent and cool the climate, 
ru1d invited to sign up for action 
teams to work with ACE on car­
bon-cutting projects. The action 
teams will work with Donovan 
and faculty advisors to iinple­
ment the composting program as 
their first project. 

ACE has presented the cli­
mate assembly to neai·ly 
150,000 in New England. More 
than 36,000 students in 600 
schools have joined action 
teams and some of their projects 

holding onto their teeth longer 
than they used to. One reputable 
survey showed that the rate that 
seniors lose their teeth has 
di·opped by 60 percent since 
1960. This improvement has 
been attributed to advancements 
in treatment and better oral 
hygiene. 

Q. Wliat should I do if I or some­
one in my home is poisoned? 

If you have a poison emer­
gency, here are some steps you 
can take. The order of the steps 
depends upon the severity of the 
problem. You can call 911, call 
your poison control center at 800-
222-1222, search the poison's 
label for instructions and an 
emergency phone number. 

may be seen by visiting 
www.acespace.org. Re-cently 
they have partnered with Protect 
Our W111ters - an organization 
founded ill 2007 by professional 
athletes who witness firsthand 
the iinpact of cliinate change on 
mountain climates. 
Massachusetts-born freestyle 
ski.er Hood talked about the 
effo1ts of the winter sports com-
1mmi.ty to spread the word about 
life style changes that may be 
able to collectively mitigate cli­
mate change. More info1mation 
can be fotmd at www.protec­
totuwinters.org. 

Lamm was excited to repo1t 
that 19 Gi.11-Montague high 
school students and 55 middle 
school students had already 
signed up for the action teams. 
The high school team will have 
a first meeting this Thursday 
with Donovan and advisors 
Robin Haffi.ngton and Kat 
Lafleur. Middle school advi­
sors Brad Dana and Lyllil Gillen 
will schedule the first middle 
school team meeting with 
Donovan sho1tly. 

Meanwhile, Day One of 
lunchtime composting at the 
upper school went well. 
Donovan also noted there are 
container ai1d paper recycling 
bins throughout the school. 
Student cotmcil members empty 
classroom recylmg bins weekly. 

The elementa1y schools are 
searching for parent vohmteers 
to help ensure success. Contact 

Amy Donovan at 1!!11■"'° 
FCSWD, 772-2438. !{ij 

The following are some gen­
eral first-aid instmctions. 

• If you get a poison onto your 
skin or in your eyes, rinse the 
affected area in the shower for at 
least 15 minutes. 

• If you inhale toxic fumes, get 
to fresh air illlilledia:tely. 

• If poison is swallowed, do 
not use an emetic medicine such 
as symp of ipecac to induce vom­
iting. Doctors no longer recom­
mend them because there's no 
evidence they prevent poisons 
from entering the bloodstream. 

Q. How common are headaches? 
More than 45 mi.Ilion 

Americans suffer from recunmg 

About 90 percent of pri.m.aiy 
headaches ai·e caused by tension. 
These muscle-contraction 
headaches cause mild-to-moder­
ate pain and come and go. 
Tension headaches are called 
chronic if you have them more 
than 15 days per month. They are 
episodic if you get them less than 
15 days per month. 

Most tension headaches can 
be treated with over-the-counter 
pain relievers such as acetamillO­
phen, aspirin and ibuprofen. 

headaches. About 70% of Jf you have a question, please 
headache sufferers are women. write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

TRIBES from page 1 
cleai· cut the site five yeru-s ago in 
preparation for leveling hill. 
''They grow quick." 

Doug Hanis, preservationist 
for ceremonial landscapes for the 
Nall'agansett tribe, said the hill 
above the Great Falls at the 
Collilecticut River features a 
stone fo1mation that is the first 
Native ceremonial site east of the 
Mississippi. to be listed as eligible 
for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places. "In 
ancient tilne it would have been 
kept bm11t off and clear," as "the 
center of a ceremonial calendai· 
that views Motmt PoctID1tuck, 
over by Heath, 15½ miles away. 
You would be able to see the fires 
that would have been lit on Heath 
on Burnt Hill, just half a mile to 
three quaiters of a mile fuither 
west. What you have at Motmt 
Pocumtuck ai·e two notches in the 
horizon line, and the sun sets at 
one particular tiine of yeai· ill one 
of those notches, when the 
Perseid meteor showers come by 
between the 11th and 13th of 
August." 

Hanis added, "The stone cere­
monial site is part of the ancient 
ceremony that acknowledged the 
passage of the energy of people 
who ai·e deceased into the spilit 
realm of Cawtantowi.tt. For 
Nall'agansetts, that is a passage to 
the west. It is one of many places 
of ceremony in Franklin Cotmty, 
a very powerful place of ceremo­
ny for Native people." 

Hanis said, "We have made a 
commitment to protect this place 

of ceremony, and we are ill a 
committed relationship with the 
airport commission and the 
selectboard of Montague and the 
people of the Montague ai·ea. A 
pa1t of our commitment is to 
maintail1 that hill as a clear ai·ea 
for the pmposes of the afrpo1t, so 
it will not be a visual hazard for 
the pi.lots - and for the plll'poses 
of ceremony." 

As to relations with the ailport 
c01mni.ssi.on, once characterized 
by acrimony, Hairis said, "I think 
we have grown into a ve1y colle­
gial relationship. We are on two 
different sides of an issue, and 
we're hying to find an appropri­
ate common ground. And I think 
the FAA [Federal Aviation 
Adininish·ation] is hying to facil­
itate that collli11011 grmmd." 

Longo agreed, and called the 
effort by the Wampanoags and 
Nan·agansetts to cleai· the ailpo1t 
hill of saplings a template for how 
work in a sensitive cultural and 
archeological site ·with 10,000 
years of history could proceed 
ha1moniously between the com­
mission, the FAA, and the hibes. 
"All patties have a better under­
standing of how the process is 
goil1g to move fo1ward," said 
Longo. "I think projects ru·e going 
to proceed well in the future." 

After yeai·s when the ai.t.port 
nmway replacement project 
seemed frozen in ti.me in an 
inh·actable dispute over what a 
fo1mer c01mni.ssion chair once 
called a "pi.le of rocks," 
that would huly be some­
thing to be thru1kful for. II 

~ 

~rol's Beauty Nook 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales Qlj 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

":./7 29 G Street, Turners Falls 
f- Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 41~-8~-2 
:Availa6fe ,.. 
8. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

- c~~:~EJ.! ~~~?e~E!~!s 
• Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• C~ay/Slt©un@ s~wi~~W® 
• !P>oW®oy 

• ~111l8 M Dwawnnn@$ @md 

P©Jiml1rnung§ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAl-w. STREET• TURNERS !FALLS, MA 01376 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

fully Insured With Workers Comp. ·Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWAKDSTKEE.COM .fr 
Wendell, MA • ·' ?,r' 

Serving ffampshlre And franklin Count1e£')· ' (~~ 

FALL INTO SOMlE 
SAV~NGS! 
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Ferry Meadow Farm - part XV~ 
up. "Do you mind if I take a 
shower before I go to sleep?" 

I notice that while I was 
making the bed, he washed the 
dishes we used ea1·1ier. 
"Thanks," I say, pointing to the 
sink. 

get dressed before work, but I 
think she'll forgive me. I laugh 
about this to myself while I 
huny to lie down and wake up 
the other body. This has gotten 
to be routine already. 

ing such a big secret, and 
sometimes I wonder what will 
happen to Neil if the doppel­
ganger company finds out. Or 
what will happen to me. 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL -
Diana left earlier this week, but 
I have washed the sheets, fold­
ed them, and put them away. I 
find I have time for that kind of 
thing these days. I also have 
plenty of energy for taking 
them out again and making up 
the extra bed for Jason. 

Jason has been doing some­
thing with his computer ever 
since we got back from the 
walk. It's about 5:00 a.m. when 
I walk into the kitchen, where 
Jason is sitting. 

"Bed's ready whenever you 
are," I say. 

"Thanks," he says, looking 
up from the screen of his lap­
top. "Sorry, I should have 
helped you." 

"That's OK," I say, pleased 
that he at least thought of it. 
"You're a lot more tired than I 

LEGAL NOTICE 
The Erving Board of 

Selectmen, as the Local 

Licensing Authority, will hold : 

PUBLIC HEARING 
on Ralph Semb's application 
for an all alcoholic beverages 

package store liquor license fo1 
a new build convenience store 
at 63 French King Highway in 

Erving. 

The public hearing will be 
held at 6:35PM in Erving's 
Town Hall, 12 E. Main St. 
on Monday December 12, 

2011. 

Erving Board of Selectmen 
Andrew N. Goodwin, 

Chairman 

am." 
This is clearly true. He 

looks exhausted under the 
kitchen lights. 

I have not had my doppel­
ganger long enough to have 
forgotten that feeling. 

"It feels kinda weird to go to 
sleep when you aren't going 
to," Jason says. 

"I'll be quiet," I say. "Just 
sitting at the computer all day 
working for the bank." 

"I wasn't really thinking 
about noise." 

"Yeah, I know. It's weird for 
me, too. That I won't be talk­
ing to you for the next eight 
hours or so." 

"Well, before that we didn't 
talk for about eight years." 

I do the math. 
"Nine," I say, "actually." 
"OK, Rese," he says getting 

"No problem," he grins at 
me. We stand there for an awk­
ward moment, and then he 
hugs me. When I get over my 
surprise, I melt into his aims. 
He kisses my forehead then 
goes into the extra bedroom. 

I have three hours before I 
switch bodies. I take stock. 

This body has eaten, exer­
cised, showered. I guess I can 
do what I like. So I go back to 
my book. 

At first I only stare at the 
page I am on, ruI111ing over the 
day's events in my mind. After 
a while, though, I settle into 
the couch and start reading. 
I'm 16 pages from the end 
when it's time to switch bod­
ies, so I just finish the book. 

The Body at Rest will have 
to scramble a little to eat and 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POllCE LOG 

I jump out of bed, feeling 
well-rested, grab some clothes 
and some breakfast, and still 
manage to log into work at 
8:59. 

"Not bad," I say aloud. 

diana722: morning 

theresam: hey 

diana722: how'd you sleep? 

theresam: like a log 

I laugh at our joke. It's nice 
to have someone out there who 
knows what's going on in my 
life. 

She would never ask what I 
did all night, not on email any­
way. We won't even talk on the 
phone about it. It's weird hav-

Drive. 

Burglary, Drunk Driving, Hit and Run Accident 10:29 p.m. Domestic disttir­
bance on Chestnut Street. 
Investigated. Moncl.y, U/21 Investigated. violation on Fourth Street. 

5:53 p.m. Missing person on 10:29 p.m. Domestic distur- Referred to an officer. 
Main Street. Investigated. bance on Fourth Street. 6:26 p.m. Domestic distur-
7:39 p.m. Structure fue on Investigated. bance on East Chestnut Hill 
Ttirner Street. Services ren- Wednesday, ll/23 Road. Services rendered. 
dered. 7:35 a.m. Bmglary, breaking Ftiday, II/25 
Tuesda}', II/22 and entering at SPS New 11:Il a.m. Domestic disttir-
9:10 a.m. illegal dumping on England Office on Fotirth bance on Fotirth Street. 
Fotirth Street. Report taken. Street. Report taken. Advised to contact police if 
12:03 p.m. Hit and nm acci- 3:49 p.m. Missing person on sitttation repeats. 
dent on Denton Street. Main Street. Services ren- 12:27 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
Services rendered. dered. and entering at Beijing Station 
1:48 p.m. Stmctlire fue on 5:32 p.m. Assault at Family on Avenue A. Arrest of 
Main Street. Referred to other Dollar on Avenue A. Services 
agency. rendered. 
3:56 p.m. Neighbor disttir- 8:13 p.m. Threatening, harass­
bance on Thi.rd Street. Unable ment on Central Street. 
to locate. Advised of options. 
6:14 p.m. Btirglary, breaking Thua:,day, ll/24 
and entering on F0tirth Street. 1:20 a.m. Arrest of 
Investigated. 
8: 17 p.m. Threatening, harass­
ment on Thi.rd Street. 
Investigated. 
8:20 p.m. Domestic disttir­
bance on Fourth Street. 

or operattng a motor v li e 
with a revoked license, for 
operating under the influence 
and failure to signal 
12:00 p.m. Harassment order 

into a building, vandalism, 
dan1age, or defacement of 
property. and unarmed btir-

Saturday, ll/26 
12:44 a.m. Fight on West 
Main Street. Unable to locate. 
2:57 p.m. Hit and nm acci­
dent on Montague City Road 
at Cumberland Farms. 
Advised of options. 
7 :49 p.m. Missing person on 
Thi.rd Street. Report taken. 
Sunday, II/27 
10:32 a.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Second Street. 
Referred to an officer. 
11:53 a.m. Btirglary, breaking 
and entering on Church 
Street. Report taken. 
8:54 a.m. Threatening, harass­
ment on Montague City Road 
at Cumberland Farms. 
Advised of options. 
Tuesday, ll/29 
4:25 .m. Warrant arrest of 

I feel weird not telling 
Diana about Jason, but this 
seems like an even bigger 
secret. 

We chat while we both 
work. Diana sends me a link to 
the classifieds, and I check out 
apartments on desktop 1. 
Desktop 2 is my work, as 
always. 

Now that I have a doppel­
ganger I don't seem to need 
three screens. Usually I only 
use one. 

- Continued next issue 

LIFE AFTER 
VERMONT YANKEE 

Forum with Panel discussion and 

Q&A to address what will hap­

pen when Vermont Yankee shuts 

down in 2012. A three-person 

panel will talk about transition, 

clean-up, long-term waste stor­

age and what role citizens can 

play in the process. 

Deb Katz, Executive Director of 

the Citizens Awareness 

Network; Marvin Resnicoff, 

Senior Associate Radioactive 

Waste Management Associates; 

Robert Stannard, Citizen 

Lobbyist for the Vermont 
Citizens Action Network 

Tuesday, December 6th 

at 6:30 p.m. 

The Bangs Center 
Amherst 

For more information, contact 
Deb Katz at: 413-339-5781 or 

deb@nukebusters.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

Greenfield 
Co-operatlv 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com G) 
; 

Reach All Locations 772-0293 
Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

MEMBERFOIC 
MEMBERSIF 

Steven Thelien 
413-522-6035 

"'ww.tntproj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

RIVERSIDE 
.ADIATOR 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic. 

Route 2, Gi 
863-4049 1-800-439-404 

o~ .,;:; Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - C~L 
Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
28 Mon1ague Strf.'et 

Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets 
863-2471 • We Master Key & Re-Key 

• Safe Combinations Changed 

~ tnP OfJdf'lling 
Burgers & Beer 
·n front of the fire 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 

Main Road, Gill 
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 

0. r;,l•na 's hours: fri. 2-5, sat. 1-5 
J V l or by appoinbnent 

December hours: wed - thurs 4-7, 

n.. 1:00 ~ 413.~i3~:a~~3 J V ( naban@verizon.net 

125a Avenue A www.ninastudio.net 

Turners Falls Paintings . Sculpture 
Home to the 'Omnium Gatherums' Jewelry . Accessories 
story collection project 
10%offyourpurchasewhenyoudonatea and more in a tiny 
story to Omnium Gatherums! sliver of a store 
art . craft . design 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

s,,,,da/idng in all n<pl!<h of I.awn aml Properly Mairrtenanta. 

Located in the ·Heart o; Montague Center. 
"All Aspects of Landscape Design 

and Maintenance" 
Residential & Commercial• Fuliv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

~ 413-256-6217 

fine instruments 
'~ bought and sold 
;~ ,.....,,_ -- repa,red and restored 

'.~,l Fretted Instrument Workshop ~ru 
49 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. 01002 IJ, 

~~~ -~ ....... , .... •'.\. --:. '.\. ... - ~::,. ~· ·~ :., -~ •• ;.. ~.- I ;;,i':4iir.i~l !?AA ~,a:¥?ii:'tw"' ~ 61'$, .. ,(,;:- --· &1:.,._.!" _ _.c1,-· :a::,l~~~t\.~ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN E N T SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Montague Grange Crafting Gift Fair, 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard Chase 
Group, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Heroes in Trouble, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer (with DJ Bex). 9:30 p.m. come sit & make various crafts & walk 

~ out with a bagful of completed gifts for 
i your families & friends, 11 a.m. -4 p.m. 
~ . 
;; DeJa Brew, Wendell: Pamela Means, 
~ 8-10 p.m. 
g 
§ FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd and 16th 

Wendell Town Hall: Full Moon 
Coffeehouse, Rhythm Inc. 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 9-11 p.m. 

Leverett Town Hall: Echo Lake 
Northfield: The 5th Annual Special Coffeehouse, John Sheldon, 7:30 p.m. 
Day in Northfield Holiday Celebration, 
10 a.m. 6 p.m. 

- -· ~ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd & 17th 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

The Brick House 
EVERY TUESDAY Holiday Open Farm. Hot cider, holiday 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft shopping, & visits with the alpacas. 10 -
Night, 7 p.m. 4 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls Ping 
Pong, 7 - 9 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, with Dan, Kip and 
Shultzy from Curly Fingers DuPree 
host. 8:30-11:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW until JANUARY 29th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Artwork by Leonore Alaniz. 
Artist Reception Saturday December 
3rd 1 - 4 p.m. 

NOW until DECEMBER 18th 
The Gallery at Hallmark, Turners 
Falls: Ellen Denuto's photographs in 
The Artist as Art. Fridays through 
Sundays from 1 - 5 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1st 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fa// 
Town String Band, 7:30 p.m. 
Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, 
Brian Mallet and Lefty Cullen, 8 -
10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Equalites, Reggae Fantastico, 
9 - 11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Maria's Metal Mania, 
9:30 p.m. 

New England Youth Theater, 
Brattleboro: Twilight Music 
presents a twin bill Kris 
Delmhorst and the Winterpil/s 8 
p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: It's a 
Wonderful Ute, A Tribute to a Simpler 
Time. 7 p m. Matinee on Sunday, Dec. 
18th at 2 p.m. 

Psycho Magnetic, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lenny's 
Lounge, 7 p.m. Free. 

Communily Besource Cent~r 

24 3rd Slretl in T11rnws 
Falls is 111hm rtso11"u and 
rtSON"tfo' p,ople inltrsul. 

Tuesday, 12/6 6:15-7:45PM: 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: The Ellingtones I 
Something Else, Free. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
11th 

Richard Witty, CPA. Tax Strategies for 

Low-Income Families and Individuals 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Wendell's own 
Corwin Ericson has a 
Swell book release 
party, 4 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 9 
p.m. -1 a.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Steve Crow, Peter Kim & 
Joe Fitzpatrick, 8:30 • 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEM­
BER 15th 

Tuesday, 12/13 6:15-7:45PM: 

Richard Witty, CPA. Tax Strategies 

for Sole Entrepreneurs 

413-863-9576 
www.brickhousecommunity.org 

Fine Wine 

All of DECEMBER 
Leverett Library: Original collage illus­
trations by Judith Inglese, from the I 
See the Sun children's book series. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Trailer Park, rock, 9:30 p.m. 

The Sweetba.ck Sisters play at the RendeZlrous on 
Thursday Decembe1· 8th at 8 p.m. Tickets at shop-

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Third Annual 
Holiday Spectacular, 7 

Friday, 12/2 9 - 11 p.m. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Scenes of 
Turners Falls, Ariel Jones & Nina Rossi. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 
and SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Craigiebum Farms Alpacas, Shutesbury: 

The Pushkin, Greenfield: moira 
smiley & VOCO, music concert tour, A 
Winter Gust of Song, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 
Greenfield Center School: Rumpus-a 
colossal arts and crafts event 10 a.m. 
-4 p.m. 

Orange Town Hall Auditorium: 2nd 
Annual Zydeco Dance Party Benefit 
with Slipper Sneakers, for Seeds of 
Solidarity Youth and Community 
Programs, 6 -10 p.m. 

Montague Grange: Southern square 
dance, with The Dosey Doughrollers, 
Calling by Ralph Sweet. 7 - 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Big 
Screen Simulcast of Suzee's Third 
Street Laundromat Lost and Found 
Fashion Show, and dance party with 
DJ Greg 2000. Free. 

Montague Bookmill: TinyRadar's 
Bookmill Residency Series featuring 
Animal Mother (Asher from Bella's 
Bartok), Acoustic(ish) Bunny's A 
Swine, and The True Jacqueline, 
7:30-11 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love, 9 - 11 
p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Tracy & Company, 9:30 p.m. 

Still searching for that perfect present 

weste1nma.ss. com. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Sweetback Sisters, 8 p.m. Tickets at 
shopwesternmass.com,. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Free Range, 8 p.m 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9th and 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Welcome Yule, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. And 
Sunday, December 11th at 2 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Captain­
Salls Orchestra, 9 -11 p.m. 

Brick Church, Deerfield: Pioneer 
Consort presents Third Annual Noel 
Concert, 7:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Compromise, 9:30 p.m 

Turners Falls: A Wonderful, 
Wonderful Night in Turners Falls, car­
oling and shopping night. Caroling 
starts at 6 p.m. at The Rendezvous. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Drew 
Paton's 1940s Hit Parade, 7 p.m. 
Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Groove 
Shoes, 9:30 p.m. 

G\\'E'ENFIELO 

p.m. Free. 

Leverett Library: Mark Vonnegut, Just 
Uke Someone Without Mental Illness 
Only More So, book reading. 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Filiault & 
Friends, Original Guitar Music, 8-10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Kurtyka 
Kills Christmas. 9:30 p.m. 

Element Brewery, Millers Falls: 
Second Anniversary Party, 6 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Reprobates, 9:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Show of Cards with Dan Blakeslee, 
7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie & 
The Mud, Blood & Beer Band, 9-11 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17th 
Montague Grange: Yule Concert with 
Kelliana and Friends, 6 - 9:30 p.m. 

Greenfield High School: Family Holiday 
Concert, Pioneer Valley Symphony 
Chorus with Greenfield High School 
Chorus. 7 -9 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

The Equalites 

Saturday, 12/3 9 - 11 p.m. 
Eric Love 

Stwday, 12/4 8 - 10 p.m. 

Pamela Means 
978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejttBrewPub.com 

THURS 12/1 7:30 
FALLTOWN STRING BAND 

FRI 12/2 9:30 $5 
TRAILER PARK lrockl 

SAT 12/3 FREE 
SUZEE'S FASHION SHOW 
simulcast and GREG2000 
danceparty party1111111111 

Local Pip_ione's the whole family will enjoy? DVD rl>-~~\l.~ CO~PERATl~E EXCHANGE 

copies of home movies would make <G,ii,OwnedSlnce tiji:> Farmer-Owned 
great gifts! 

I
Call LAPINE 

1~1;. MULTIMEDIA .,,~ I ~I ~4J.3,773,7747 

Northfield Coffee and Books! 
Local~ Roasted Organic Coffee and Espresso 

Gourmet Chocolate, c.aramels and Fudge 
Gifts & Cards 

Books to Browse or Buy 
I 

I 05 M~n St, Northfield ! ,. 

Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

~....;;;;;;;:.:~. ,/f, The Shedsmith 
... 'I. .. , Sheds, Chicken Coops and i\tlore 

Home Repairs and 
Maintenance 

Todd Muller 
413-775-3575 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

SPORT SHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~-"" 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 t 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

B1yan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - After 
the unexpected snow of 
October, November was balmy 
and mild. The sun returned, the 
air was alive with birds and the 
snow quickly receded. In the 
woods, Mother Nature pulled 
down the weak of root and 
limb, culling to leave more 
room for the strong. (Though in 
this stom1, even the strong were 
pulled down.) 

By late fall, we heard much 
complaint about the lack of 
color in the foliage this year; 
yet in the late afternoon sun the 
yellows, bronze and copper 
glowed more beautifully than 
any red or orange. 

Now, in the yard, with the 
absence of leaves, the shapes of 
the trees are pronounced. The 
maples are round and even, the 
ash tall and adolescently gang­
ly, the birch pure and delicate 
against the blue of the sky. 

Did you sc.y 
Morocco.n Dvcl<J 

the Yoo Poo Plo.tter? 
Asron SoJo.d Nryorse? 

E thtorton V ege+ooon Do.I? 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

We hike the forests, clam­
bering awkwardly over the 
blow down. In an Adirondack 
shelter we find a notebook of 
scribbling from near and distant 
passersby and add our own. The 
lady bugs and flies re-emerge 
confused by the unseasonable 
waimth. 

Folks who lived without 
power for too long re-emerged 
also, with stories about neigh­
bors who rescued them, about 
hauling out camping gear and 
cooking and reading as if on a 
long trip in the national parks, 
about moving to a shelter for 
the duration. New Englanders 
have survived worse than this, 
and will again. 

In the gai·den, a kale plant 
that survived an early assault of 
deer continues to flourish, look­
ing all the greener for the 
departed snow and cold. A few 
leeks remain to be pulled. 
Othe1wise, the garden is set­
tling in for the rest of the off 
season. 

The garlic cloves are tucked 
into the still moist, soft soil. 
I've sprinkled the seed of 
spring greens: lettuce, spinach, 
kale and Swiss chai·d, and cov­
ered them firmly with a half 
inch or so of soil. The coming 

Dec. 8 
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cycles of freezing and thawing 
will crack the seeds so they can 
sprout as soon as the snow is 
gone and the soil starts to 
warm. These end of season 
plantings ai·e often hai·dier and 
earlier thai1 those planted in the 
early spring. We've read of 
seed found in ai1cient burial 
sites then planted and grown 
successfully. 

Soon the temptation of col­
orful seed catalogues will 
a1Tive. Hopefully, you have 
made written or at least mental 
note of the vai·ieties you have 
most enjoyed and discarded 
those which did not thrive for 
one reason or another. I have an 
aitist friend whose rose garden 
is her outdoor palette. When 
she purchases a new rose, it is 
given tender care and feeding, 
but if it does not produce after a 
year or two, she is mthless. The 
literal late bloomer is pulled 
from her bed and tossed into the 
woods. This garden painter has 
no patience or root room for a 
plant that leaves a vacancy in 
her floral canvas. 

We once had an extremely 
prolific cantaloupe crop in an 
earlier garden and yearned for a 
similar crop in our new home. 
Frankly, the amount of sun and 
richness of soil were not the 
saine, yet we spent several gar­
den seasons, money, and 

patience trying over ai1d over 
again. Now, past middle age, 
we feel less inclined and more 
attuned to my a1tist friend's 
philosophy. 

In any case, there is certain­
ly no merit to planting seeds 
that no longer ge1minate or pro­
duce effectively. Before you 
place your order for the next 
year, discard flower and green 
seed older than a year or two. 
Hard shelled seeds like bean, 
pea and cucumber last longer. A 
simple test will save you time 
and heartache. 

Place a few seeds in a dainp 
paper towel and keep them 
warm and moist. If there is no 
sign of sprouting in a week, let 
them go. Hard shell seeds may 
need a couple of weeks. You 
want a high gennination rate 
for any seed you plan to plant. 

When those luscious looking 
catalogues ai1·ive, tty hard not 
to over order seeds or varieties 
of your favorite plants. If your 
space and time are limited, tty 
to be realistic about how much 
you can grow and tend. Seed 
companies invariably send out 
catalogues in the depths of win­
ter darkness because their col­
orful pages drive any gardener 
to excess. 

In the meai1time, satisfy your 
gardening cravings by clearing 
up dead plants, weeds, and 
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unwanted growth in your yard 
and garden. Then sit back ai1d 
enjoy the waxing moon, the 
migrating birds, and the return 
of the winter population. The 
regularity of all these cycles is 
steadying. We feel safely 
grounded despite the turbulent 
weather we've experienced 
since late spring: too much rain, 
not enough; too much wind, 
ai1d too little sun. Not to men­
tion snow in October. 

There's much to be thankful 
for in this holiday season. Less 
is more, and we can be grateful 
simply for food, friends and 
shelter, celebrating by consum­
ing less and sharing more. Find 
room at your table for someone 
without fainily, give away to 
those in greater need. Find a 
local charity you believe in and 
donate the money you would 
have spent on one too many 
gifts. Find the one right gift for 
someone you love: maybe the 
gift of time or help or labor. 
Give the gift of love. 

Enjoy the coming season by 
choosing to make do with less 
and to give more. Make it a pri­
ority to have less stress in your 
life and to bring less stress into 
the lives of others. Remember 
the message of peace ai1d hold 
it in your hea1t and in your life. 

Happy gardening! 

from SPORTS page 8 
the tackles and kept the football away from the 
dangerous Baitak. 

For Turners, knowing the bitter taste of 
Thanksgiving losses past only makes the pie 
sweeter and the turkey juicier this time. It's a 
totally sated feeling. The team will remember 
everything they did that day, eve1y play, and 
everything they did to celebrate after with their 
mates. Winter will be upon us, like that, but it 
won't matter. After all, they've just won THE 
Game of their high school athletic career. Take it 
in, boys. Savor it slowly. It will be there all your 
lives, and whenever you need a wam1 mem01y or 
a pick-me-up, it'll be there. 

known in Greenfield as the "dying quail," or the 
"lame duck." But in Turners it will be "the little 
football that could," and the "Eddie the Eagle" of 
kicks, gallantly, though weakly, getting the job 
done. The Tmners lore will put T.J. Meyer in the 
same categ01y as Louis 'the Toe' Collins and 
Dale Welcome, the first ttue exti·a point field 
goal kicker in school histo1y. When your grand­
children ai·e sitting on your knee at some future 
Thanksgiving, T.J., and the Kick has graduated 
into a 50-yard field goal to win it as time mns 
out, nobody's gonna say it ain't so. 

And then there is the Kick, forever to be 

Congratulations on a great team victo1y. And 
now, sing along with me: "Eighteen, Eighteen, 
Eighteen, Eighteen and I Like It!" 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL (413) 863-8666 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

woodfired pizzeria 

~ -SHA~ CONSTRUCTION 

~~g --:-:SuP~EY Co. INC. 

SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

.. ' mfrlete Masonry Supply 
Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retaining wall bloclc and more . ...................... 
298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 

and at our new location 
529 S. MainSt,Brottleboro www.shonahansupply.com 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Thai Massage 
50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 

Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

Now powered by Rocketfusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

VIRGINIA WHITTEN 
l11depe11de11t Sa/es Represe11tative 
Executive U11if Leader 

TO BUY OR SELL 
CALL 1-800-258-1815 

EMAIL - AVONNH@AOL@COM 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Boo ska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falb Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Lino 
Carpet 

~------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 




