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WMECo Promises 
Trncks will Go Slow 

on North Leverett Road 

MCTV MANAGER FIRED 
Petition Calls for Reconsideration of Decision to Dismiss Robin Mide 

BY CIDP AINSWORTH 
MONTAGUE - Battle 
lines have been drawn 
regarding the recent dis
missal of Robin Mide 
from her position as sta
tion manager at Montague 
Community Television on 
2nd Street in Turners 
Falls. 62-year-old Mide 
was te1minated by 
Montague Community 
Cable's (MCCI) six-mem
ber board of directors fol
lowing an investigation of 
what board member 
Michael "Mik" Muller 
said was "an event that 
called her viability into 
question." 

it came from out of the 
blue." 

caused the station to be 
taken over 

Greenfield Community 
Television. 

DAVID DETMOLD -
Pe1mitting on the work 
Northeast Utilities needs 
to do to replace 
partially 
submerged 
utility 
pylons in a 
20-acre beaver 
lake at the top of 
Richardson Road 
has been proceeding 
slowly. Now, neighbors 
who live along No1th 
Leverett Road have 
banded together to make 
ce1tain the semi-trailer 
trucks that will start 
traveling up to the work 
site this Friday proceed 
slowly too. Eight 80-ton 
semis canying massive 
wooden mats to con
stmct a staging road and 
work platfo1ms in the 
beaver lake will run 
three trips a day up the 
narrow countiy road, for 
the next four weeks. 

"You will never have 
a truck nm down North 
Leverett Road without a 
pace car leading it, up or 

down," promised Matt 
Lagoy, project manager 
for Western Mass 
Electric Company 

(WMECo), at a spe
cial meeting with 

the select-
board, 

attended by 
more than 

a dozen 
North 

Leverett residents 
on Wednesday , August 
17th. 

That meeting was 
called after neighbors 
got up a petition, with 
several dozen signa
tures, calling on the 
selectboard to make sure 
traffic laws were obeyed 
during the course of the 
multi-million dollar con
stmction project. 

Lany Bmffee, super
visor for Northern 
see WMECO page 14 

The vote on August 
11th to pink slip the veter
an manager from her mul
tiple duties at MCTV was 
5-0 with one abstention. 
Mide, of Guilford, VT, has 
appealed the decision, 
essentially asking the 
board to reconsider. 

"I want my job back," 
she said. "I was fired for 
tmmped-up reasons. It 
was a bad decision that 
wasn't in the best interest 
of Montague. (It) was 
harsh, it was sudden, and 

Asked when Mide's 
appeal would be heard, 
MCCI board chairperson 
Anne Harding said, "I 
don't know yet, I'm wait
ing to hear from Robin to 
set a date. I have to jug
gle my board, the cable 
advisory committee, 
and Robin's schedule, 
so it's complicated. I'd 
hope it would be within 
the next week, and I hope 
we can come to some sort 
of a1nicable conclusion to 
this." 

Pending her appeal, the 
decision is final and can't 
be overturned by any 
other entity, including the 
eight-member Montague 
Cable Adviso1y Commis
sion or the Montague 
selectboard. Her 
absence has created 
concern over a 
retwn to the period 
of instability in 
2002 when 
financial mis
m an age men t 
and inade-
q u a t e 
staffing 

THE CtVtL WA~, FOUGHT BY SHILOH RULES 
A Theater Event by Pauline Productions 

Goshen for one more weekend, 
staged in the outdoor theater-in
the-round by Pauline 
Productions. 
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Mide was hired from a 
field of six candidates 

in 2006 after the 
Montague select
board issued a 
request for pro
posals and MCCI, 
which had never 
disbanded after 
losing its con
ti·act to GCTV, 

was given 
another 

chance. "A little 
like C-Span, 

local C-

Flanked by opposing sides of 
Yanks and Rebels, a female 
African American park ranger's 
temperament is tested when the 
battle begins before its scheduled 
time. Ranger Wilson is not 
thrilled about being on duty dur
ing this annual event, nor does 
she favor the historical era being 
replicated. The people who give 
her the most grief - and from 
whom she learns the most - are 
four women from the war's 
opposing sides. 

Ruth Phelps Iida 

Left to right:: Sue Trary, Susan Duncan, and Su Hq)'le in Shiloh Rules 

BY NAN DE PLUME ing, fragrant peach trees. This 
GOSHEN - The Battle of Shiloh battle was one of the most critical 
took place dwing the Civil War in American hist01y. A modem 
on April 6th and 7th, 1862 in day reenactment provides the 
Shiloh, Tennessee, wider bloom- grow1ds for comedic drama in 

"Yankees thrive on bloodi
ness," spits southerner Cecilia 
Pettison (Su Hoyle), who quickly 
gathers her grace and asse1ts that 
Southerners hump the Yanks 
with "strength of character." 
Alternately genteel and fierce, 
Pettison adinires the evening 
stars, and sees in them one more 
"cause for freedom and libera
tion" from the Yankees. 

However, Ranger Wtlson is 
wunoved. "We've got enough 
civil war going without reenact

see SHILOH page 15 

BY LAUREL FACEY Beverly Phelps and a Bernardston 
NORTHFIELD - Smiling, gra- native, pro1nised an intimate look 
cious, eager to greet eve1yone at 
the reception that began a week
end of festivities for the Pioneer 
Valley Regional School (PVRS) 
class of 1980, Ruthie Phelps Iida 
and her fonner classmates glee
fully photographed each other as 
they aiTived at the school 
Thursday evening, August 18th. 
Many came from a distance, but 
Iida came almost 7,000 miles 
from the land where her family 
awaited her retw11. 

Iida, daughter of Ed and 

at her life after high school grad
uation, and her listeners in the 
comf01tably air conditioned audi
toriwn were not disappointed. 
She related how, after attending 
Berea College in Kentucky, she 
went from a fellowship in 
London in 1988, where she met 
her future husband, to having two 
marriage ceremonies: one in the 
Bemai·dston Congregational 
Church and one, without her even 
knowing how to speak Japanese, 

see JAPAN page 13 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Elegant 

Cowgirl 
My name is Cowgirl and I'm a 
four-year-old domestic sho1t hair 
cat in need of a good home. I'm a 
sweet girl who loves to be petted 
and stroked around my head and 
chin. That just makes me pm1'! 

I was found a stray and so I'm 
pretty thin right now, but with a 
loving home and some delicious 
food I will be svelte and elegant. 
To find out more about adopting 
me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at 
413-548-9898 or email at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

·u•.~ just a .9fone'.• t/rrow from reality,· 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer -WJne - Liquor 

MON· SAT7·9 1 SUNDAY 8-3 
978-54ci-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
112 mte soutn ot Wendel Center 

t28th 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
This Summer Readlni Proiram's Happy Endl~ 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MONTAGUE - The summer 
reading program is winding 
down at the Montague Public 
Libraries. Two htmdred and fifty 
children pa1ticipated. The annu
al costume pa1ty was held at the 
Montague Center Libra1y on 
Monday, August 22nd. Twenty 
children and adults attended, 
with almost all of the younger 
children in costumes. 

Tom Ricardi brought birds of 
prey to the Carnegie Libra1y on 
Tuesday, August 23rd. Ninety 
people attended the program, 
which included a screech and 
great homed owl, a red tailed 
hawk, a peregrine falcon, a 
turkey vulhll'e, and a golden 
eagle. Twenty-two children and 
adults attended the Millers Falls 
Summer Reading program pa1ty 
on Tuesday, August 23rd. They 
enjoyed a wide variety and 
quantity of donated door prizes. 
Summer Reading Program read-
ing incentive prizes will contin-
ue to be awarded tmtil the last 
day of summer vacation, 
Wednesday, August 31st. The 
ftmding for this year's prizes 

Photos l!J Linda Hickman 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Cinderellas were the most popular 

costume choice at this year's 
Summer Reading Program 

Costume Parry. 

was provided by the Gill
Montague Community School 
Partnership. Pa1ticipation cer
tificates are available at all three 
libraries. For more infonnation, 
please call the Carnegie Library 
at 413-863-3214. 

MILLERS FALLS - Grace 
Korpietvski of Millers Falls 

(above) modeled one of the door 
prizes she won at the Millers 

Falls Summer Reading Program. 

Wendell Citizens of the Year- Vic and Patti Scutari, 011J11ers of the Wendell 
Store and Deja Bmv Pub. 

'-{istoric 1Jriaae Tacts 1 

PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating to the 
original construction of the Gill -Montague bridge (and other bridges). 

Flood Perils continued . 
• The first bridge in the township, at Montague City, was built by the 
Fifth Massachusetts Turnpike Corporation in 1801-02, to establish a con
necting link from Greenfield to Athol for the old post road. The bridge 
was swept away in 182+. It was replaced two years later but was again 
partially destroyed in July of 1828. The following month, before repairs 
had been made, it was totally wrecked by yet another flood. Again in 
18+2, there was extensive damage. 

More bridge f a.cts =t week! 

TURNERS FALLS-Abbry Hqynoski of Turners Falls held 
several of Tom Ricardi 's owls, including a great horned owl at the 

Birds of Prry show at the Carnegie Library 

Psychic Fair 
LAKE PLEASANT - The 
National Spirih1al Alliance is 
sponsoring a Psychic Fair on 
Sarurday, August 27th from 11 :00 
am. to 4:00 pm. at Thompson 
Temple, across from the post 
office in Lake Pleasant. For more 
infonnation and directions visit: 
thenationalspiritualallianceinc.org 

Feel like a 
SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - August 29th • September 2nd Brand New Personl 

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 am. The meal 
site manager is Keny Togneri. 
Council on Aging director is 
Robe1ta Potter. All fitness class
es are suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Voluntaiy donations are 
accepted. For more information, 
to make meal reservations, or to 
sign up for programs call 413-
863-9357. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Call or visit the 
Center for schedule the week of 
September 5th through 9th. 

Monday, August 29th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, August 30th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
Wednesday, August 31st 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
12:45 Bingo 
Thursday, September 1st 
No Tai Chi 

10:30 am. to noon Brown Bag 
1:00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, September 2nd 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For information and reserva
tions, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at 413-423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jirn 
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations 24 hours 
in advance. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. Please call 
or visit the Center for schedule 
the week of September 5th 
through 9th and to find out when 
the next blood pressure clinic 
will be held. 

Monday, August 29th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
10:00 am. Osteo Exercise 
12:00 Pitch 
Tuesday, August 30th 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 

Wednesday, August 31st 
8:45 am. Line Dancing/Zumba 
8/17 12:00 noon Bingo 
Thursday, September 1st 
Foot Clinic - First Thursday of 
every month from 8:30a m. to 
10:00 a.m. The cost is $4 for 
Erving residents and $8 for non
residents. 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
Friday, September 2nd 
9:00 am. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - Contact the 
Center for details. 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch- Fridays, 12:00. 
Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
• For more infonnation, call the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022 
(x5) or email 
coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 
544-6760 for hours and upcom
ing programs. Call the Center if 
you need a ride. 

With a Haircut 
at Ed's 
Barber 

• 1~ 1, Shop 
74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Crew Products • Gift Certificates 

''56 Years on the Ave" 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• v\leil..:~rcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Local Briefs 
JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG- Stop by the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, 2 Avenue A, in 
Turners Falls on Stmday, 
September 4th, from 2 p m. to 
3:30 pm. and learn about b1ick 
manufacturing in the town of 
Montague and the architectural 
styles and designs using those 
bricks. This program is in con
junction with the September 
Artist Exhibit in the Great Hall by 
Anne Harding. 

Harding will be displaying 
knitting based on brick designs in 
Turners Falls and brick photogra
phy in the Great Hall starting 
September 1st. An open reception 
for the ait work will be held on 
Saturday, September 3rd, from 1 
pm. to 3 pm. 

The Eiving Police Association 
is holding a K-9 Raffle to help 
suppo1t their newest member, a 
K-9 officer named Badge. This is 
a chance to win a pair of Boston 
Red Sox tickets for the day game 
on Wednesday, September 14th at 
Fenway. Raffle tickets ai·e $10.00 
each, and available at the Eiving 
Police Depaitment, Eiving Town 
Hall, the French King 
Ente1tainment Center, or see an 
officer on duty. The drawing will 
be held at the Ente1tainment 
Center on Tuesday, September 
6th. 

The Thomas Memorial 
Countiy Club of Turners Falls 
will be hosting their 3rd Annual 
Patriot Day Golf Tournament 
on Labor Day, Monday, 
September 5th. A donation from 
each player will be made to the 
Folds of Honor Foundation. Over 
$1000 has been raised each of the 
two previous years. The club will 
also be accepting donations from 
the local business community for 
raffles and prizes. Call 413-863-
8003, or stop by the club to regis
ter your name or team. A ham
burger and hot dog BBQ will fol
low the tournament. There will be 
a beer cait for thirsty golfers. 

The Franklin Area SUivival 
Center Thrift Store, 98 FoUith 
Sti·eet, in Turners Falls is having a 

50% sale on all summer cloth
ing through September 16th. 
Thrift store hours ai·e 10 am. to 5 
p m. Monday through Saturday. 

Vendor applications for the 
2011 Franklin County 
Pumpkinfest are now available. 
Vendors from last year's event 
should have afready received an 
application in the mail. If your 
business, group, or charity, is 
interested in participating either 
as a vendor or event sponsor, 
please contact Michael Nelson at 
413-522-0712 or michaelnelson
mba@aol.com. 

The 2010 inaugural event 
brought over 8000 people and 
1,350 pumpkins to Avenue A 
Nelson expects well over 10,000 
visitors at this year's event on 
October 22nd, to take place in 
downtown Turners Falls from 3 
p m. to 9 p m. More info1mation 
about the event can be fotmd at 
facebook.com/pumpkinfest. 

On August 26th between 5 - 9 
pm., Jake's Tavern located at 66 
Avenue A in TUiners Falls has 
offered to paiticipate in our Eat 
for The EDGE Basketball Club 
fundraiser. The owner, Bill 
Holbrook has agreed to con
t11bute 10% of all sales during 
these hours to this youth basket
ball program. There will also be 
raffles and prizes. Stop by and 
enjoy great food and company. 
For more info check out 
www.EdgeBasketballclub.com 

Send local briefs to: reporter
local@montaguema.net. 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing· Patios • Walks· 

Walls Installed· Tree Work 
Loam • Compost • Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

81 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

BY MICHAEL MULLER 
TURNERS FALLS - The stars 
are aligning for the Second 
Annual Montague Soapbox 
Derby, rolling into to town on 
Saturday, September 17th, high 
noon. 

Racer ent11es ai·e streaming in, 
and spots ai·e filling up. Many 
racers from last yeai· ai·e coming 
back, some even ente11ng two 
ca1ts this time ai·ound. There will 
be many new racers coming from 
as fai· away as Nazereth, PA! 
Apparently Montague's derby is 
now listed on the No1th East 
Derby Circuit, which includes 
Great Ban'ington and Brattleboro, 
VT. 

Those interested in racing this 
year have a fast approaching 
deadline - Wednesday, August 
31st, by 6 p.m. Contestants will 
not be allowed to enter on the day 
of the race. 

In advance of the derby, the 
committee has scheduled a pro
motional event at the Rendezvous 
in Turners Falls on Saturday, 
AUeO'll.St 27th. DI'ivers from last 
yeai· and this yeai· will take over 
the parking lot between the 
Rendezvous and Bun'ito Rojo to 
show off their ca1ts and shai·e in 
food and beverages. There may 
even be some live music. 

The Rendezvous event was 
supposed to be a pre-race paity 
for those in our area who were 
planning on racing in the 
Brattleboro race on Sunday, but 
that race was postponed due to 
the impending Hun'icane Irene, 
estimated to reach Brattleboro 
just as the starting gtm was to go 

Gm Arts and Crafts Pair 
September 17th - 18th 

The 19th Annual Friends of Gill 
Alts and Crafts Fair will be held 
Saturday and Sunday, September 
17th and 18th. The Fair will be 
held on the grounds of the 
Riverside School Building, Route 
2 in Gill from 10 am. to 4 pm, 
rain or shine. 

The work of many skilled 
artists, music, demonsti·ations, 
hands-on activities for children of 
all ages, a Farmers Market, great 
food and the famous Gill Apple 
Pies are all features of the fair. 

Make the Gill Alts and Crafts 
Fair a must stop for your week
end! 

off. Racers will also be b11nging 
their caits to the Franklin County 
Fair Parade on Thursday, 
September 8th. 
Race Changes for 2011 

The Montague Soapbox 
Derby will be different from last 
year's race in some ways. The 
weight limit for each of the three 
divisions has been increased by 
50 pounds, to be in line with 
many other races. This will facil
itate cross-race participation, as 
up to ten racers from Sharon, CT 
are expected. 

Additionally, two caits at a 
time will be sent down the hill. 
This will allow twice as many 
carts in the same amount of time, 
as well as provide a more exciting 
race expe11ence for spectators. 
Of course this makes the race a 
bit more dangerous, so it has been 
stipulated that di'ivers must stay 
in their lanes, and safety cones 
will line the center of the road to 
prevent di'ivers from di'ifting into 
the other lane. 

Also, the First Street hill has 
been paved, thus the ride will be 
smoother, but for some reason, 
may now be slightly slower. To 
ameliorate that, the committee is 
planning to build two ramps for 
the top of the hill for the adult rac
ers. This should increase their 
speed by about 5 mph. 

All in all, the 2011 race will be 
a fantastic day filled with thiuls 
and racing fim. 

The Montague Soapbox 
Derby is a fondi·aiser for MCTV's 
Facility Upgrade Campaign. 
MCTV is a project of Montague 
Community Cable, Inc. 

Large 16" Pizzas 
with 1 Topping for 

$9.99 plustax 

Kids 1 O" Cheese Pizza 
$4.99 plustax 

Buy one 12" Sub, 
Get a Soda or 

French Fries for Free 

3 

Overdue Water Bills 
TURNERS FALLS 
Beginning Tuesday, September 
6th, the TUiners Falls Water 
Depa1tment will begin shutting 
water off at properties with 
bills that are more than 90 days 
overdue. 

The original semi-annual 
bills were mailed on May 1st 
and were due within 30 days. 
Payments can be ma.de at the 
water department at 226 
Millers Falls Road. The depa1t
ment is open Monday tm·ough 
Friday 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. A 
drop box is located at the 
offices to the left of the entry 
door. To obtain a receipt of a 
bill, enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with pay
ment. 

Questions may be directed 
to the clerk's office 413-863-
4542. 

edFire Farm 
Organic Vegetables, 

Flowers1 Eggs1 Fruit! 
Our Farmstaod stocks fresh 

produce, plus honey, specialty 
cheeses, pu:klcs, jam:;, and more 
from excellent local producers! 
Old Depot Gardens 413-467-7645 
504 Turners Fal/J Rd, Mo111ague 
1 I 4 mile from the .8ookmill 

www.redfirefarm.com 

NANCY L, DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~ 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 

montaguesoapboxraces.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Domestic, Asian & European Ron Kelley, owner 

-~' ' - -- \ 

rri?F,. 
1i, " 

Eagle Automotive 
147 2nd Street. Turners Falb 

(413) 824-8111 
Engine Light 
ABS/Brake Light 
SRS/Alr Bag Light 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

Complete Car and Truck Repair 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

111P ~6!1'ill(f 
. • Homemade 'fee Cream 

• Daily Specials 
·esh Salads 
elicious Burgers 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-821 O 

"Putting Your Used Goods to Goocl Use" 

lft3-B31f-,1.ow (7569) 

Sita Lang 
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Help Wanted: We Need Jobs 
August is considered the silly 
season for newspapers, and cer
tainly the coverage of the 
Republican presidential debate 
and straw poll in Iowa proved 
the point. 

Our favorite comment came 
from former Massachusetts 
governor and putative GOP 
frontrunner Mitt Romney, who 
said, when cornered at the Iowa 
State Fair by voters critical of 
his vow against raising taxes on 
the rich or on corporations, 
"Corporations are People, my 
friend." 

There it is - the Republican 
platform in a nutshell. 

Corporations are sitting on 
trillions in cash while flesh and 
blood Americans are sitting in 
unemployment lines. And while 
average Americans struggled to 
heat their homes, fill their gas 
tanks and pay their taxes, the 
corporations weren't feeling the 
same pain. Indeed, the surge in 
gas and home heating oil prices 
pushed Exxon Mobil's profits to 
$10.7 billion in just the second 
qua1ter of this year. 

More than six million work
ers have been unemployed for 
more than six months in this 
country; about 25 million are 
cunently either unemployed or 
underemployed, unable to find a 
fulltime job. Think about that. 
Twenty-five million Americans 
unable to bring in enough 
money to pay their bills and put 
food on their tables, while the 
corporate elite are giving luxmy 
retailers a banner year. 

Millions of average home
owners are facing foreclosure, 
while tax rates on millionaires 
have been declining for decades. 
Many corporations reduce their 
tax bill to next to nothing, taking 
advantage of loopholes or claim
ing exemptions for being head
quartered offshore or for profits 
overseas. According to the New 
York Tzmes neither Exxon Mobil 
nor General Electric paid any 
income tax at all to the U.S. in 
2010. Also according to the 
Tzmes, only one in four of the 
largest US corporations paid any 
taxes at all to the IRS. 

Since the 2009 Supreme 
Comt decision in the ironically 
named Citizens United case 
opened the spigot on anony
mous corporate campaign 
spending, the trough of corpo-

rate swill slopping DC politi
cians' insatiable appetite for 
cash in our unending campaign 
cycle has swelled to bursting. 

Is this the Republican vision 
of economic growth? 

We need a Democratic presi
dent, and a Democratic pa1ty 
willing to push a real jobs pro
gram for real people. We need a 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to 
deal with the ongoing economic 
mire that has sucked up the 
aspirations of college graduates 
and laid-off workers, the plight 
of jobless homeowners unable 
to get out from under their 
waterlogged mortgages, the 
fears of senior citizens facing 
uncertain prospects in their 
declining years. Instead, we 
have a Barack Obama, willing 
to trade away the economic 
safety net on which our poor, 
disabled, out of work, and elder
ly depend in exchange for. .. 
well, in exchange for what, 
exactly? 

Another free ride for the 
wealthy, and another week of 
wild rides on Wall Street. 

People need jobs, but 
Washington's corporate puppet 
masters aren't hiring. With 
automation, with oversees work
ers willing to do what Americans 
once did at a fraction of the cost 
and with no regard to workers' 
rights, the environment, or the 
quality of the end product, why 
would American pols be fooled 
into thinking that mollycoddling 
corporations and the wealthy will 
lead to any kind of economic 
gains in the States? 

It is not the politicians in 
Washington who are fooled. It is 
the foolish voters who elect 
them, and then get the shaft in 
retllln. 

Unemployment benefits? 
Can't afford them. We need to 
extend tax breaks for million
aires. 

Medicare and Medicaid? We 
can't allow European-style 
Socialism to sap America's can
do spirit. You saps. 

A government jobs program? 
What are you, a Communist? 

No, just a real, flesh and 
blood person, looking for a 
chance to earn a decent living 
again in the land where corpora
tions have cornered the market 
on opportunity, and are hoard
ing every ounce. 
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Support Vermont - Shut Down Vermont Yankee 

Interesting times we live in, 
what with the new extreme cli
mate, famine and the crisis of 
world agricultlll·e, peak oil and 
peak eve1ything else, and the 
breakdown of systems and 
rationality at the governmental 
level, to name a few signahrre 
feahrres. At the same time, I 
sense a resurgence of communi
ty spirit and creativity. I rejoice 
in wonderful local initiatives 
around food and energy, and 
people working in so many 
ways, in and out of local gov
ernment, busily creating a sus
tainable and enjoyable fuhrre. 

But a clear and present dan
ger called Vermont Yankee 
imperils all this. A tiny fraction 
of its massive deathly store 
escapes its confines in Vernon, 
VT on a regular, daily basis, and 
has been poisoning us for almost 
40 years. More has been 
released as a result of accidents, 
of which there have been many. 
A large accident with the poten
tial in a moment to erase all our 
endeavors and end our lives or 
change them forever is a distinct 
possibility. 

Nuclear power was con-

ceived and promoted as a fig 
leaf for the development of 
nuclear weapons, and it is not 
now and has never been a wise 
and economical way to provide 
electricity. Simple conservation 
effo1ts can offset the power sup
plied by Vermont Yankee. 
Entergy Corporation is deter
mined to keep this obsolete and 
dangerous plant operating, 
because it continues to make 
money for them and they don't 
have to pay the liability insur
ance. We, the people, through 
our taxes, pay for that, and that's 
not the only subsidy we throw 
their way. 

Entergy is also determined to 
prevail over the State of 
Vermont in its determination to 
close the plant, because of the 
domino theo1y. Who knows, 
New York State, for the safety of 
the 40 million neighbors of the 
Indian Point reactor on the 
lower Hudson River, might 
decide not to renew its license. 
Indian Point is also coming to 
the end of the life for which its 
engineers designed it and for 
which government licensed it. 

The federal government has 

Montague Old Home Days 
The Old Home Days commit
tee would like to thank our 
community for the wonderful 
support with the 52nd edition. 
We regret we had to shorten 
the festivities, but we are 
pleased with your understand
ing and attendance. This event 
is a major fundraiser for our 
Congregational Church. 

We are thrilled you chose to 
spend the day with us! A big 

thank you to the many busi
nesses that supported our 
efforts. Montague, is a great 
family community. 

Thanks again. We hope you 
had as much fun as we did. 

-Ann Fisk 
Mont.ague Center 

Note to Readers: 
Summer Print Schedule 

As a small town weekly, 
The Montague Reporter 
follows the news of local 
boards, many of which switch 
to summer schedules this time 
of year. 

We follow suit, and print 
every other week in the months 
of July and August. There will 
be no paper on 
September 1st, we resume 
weekly publication on 
September 8th. 

not been our friend when it 
comes to the nuclear indust:Iy. 
Government has repeatedly lied 
to us about the cost and danger 
inherent in the production of 
nuclear power. It has repeatedly 
failed to detect and inte1vene in 
dangerous situations. Three 
Mile Island was far from being 
the only serious accident in U.S. 
nuclear histo1y. The Nuclear 
Regulato1y Commission knows 
there is a very high probability 
of a major accident in the fuhrre, 
but, because it believes its for
mer mandate to promote and 
develop nuclear power is more 
important than its regulato1y 
role, it has repeatedly failed to 
protect the public. 

The State of Ve1mont has 
been responsible, and brave in 
denying Entergy pe1mission to 
continue operating the reactor in 
Vernon. We must be active and 
creative in doing eve1ything we 
can to support Ve1mont and its 
governor in shutting down the 
Vernon reactor on schedule, for 
Ve1mont is defending our inter
est even as it defends its own. 

- Jim Perkins 
Leverett 
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~nlom ~cf of 1<inlne11 NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
School Year Opens to the 

Possibility of a New Region 
BY DAVID DETMOLD interest in doing so. 
LEVERETT Leverett "The full committee and 
Elementa1y kicks off another selectboard and finance commit
school year with a back to school tee are ahead of the public on 
picnic on Tuesday, August 30th at this," said Hajir, who w-ged inter-
5:30 p.m. All school families are ested residents to attend the meet
invited to bring a picnic supper to ing on September 12th at the ele
school that evening. Classes for mentaiy school libraiy. 

TURNERS FALLS - It was at the park playgi·ound 
adjacent to the Hillcrest School. One day last 
month, Linda Dagilus and LindaAckerman lived up 
to the Spanish meaning of their first names and 
pitched in to beautify the playground by scraping, 
raking, clipping brush, pulling weeds and painting 
the playground. 

Falls b1anch of the Greenfield Savings Bank. "The 
hardest pait was moving the ladder and the breeze 
blowing the paint back on us!" 

Random act of kindness is a monthly communi
ty se1vice of the Greenfield Savings Bank, where 
Dagilus is the regional manager. 

We're sure the neighborhood children will notice 
the difference. "jQue Linda!" "It looks a whole lot better with just about a day's 

work," said Acke1man, the manager of the Turners 

grades 1 - 6 start the next day, at The Leverett selectboard 
8:30 am; kindergaiten andpre-K backed the recommendation at 
begin Tuesday, September 6th. their July 26th meeting, and 

For the first year, a breakfast appointed Julie Shively, 
program will be offered for LES Catherine Brooks and Don 
students. Cold breakfast will be Gibavic to the provisional region
served at 8:30 each morning in al committee. The intent is to set 
the cafeteria, at $1.25 per day. up a more fo1mal process of 
The free and reduced program exploring a new school region 
will cover breakfast as well as under Section 14, Chapter 71 of 
lunch. Mass General Laws at a fall town 

The school committee meeting, Hajir said. 
approved the breakfast program One possible arrangement 
out of a concern that some stu- would have the three towns shai·e 
dents were coming to school too a superintendent with Amherst. 
hungiy to leam. Hajir said, "There is a desir-

The gi·eenhouse was complet- ability to have one superinten
ed with volunteer help over the dent, K-12, for all the kids." He 
summer, and is ready for planting spoke of the educational value of 
to begin. The greenhouse will not having cwricula aligned through 
only contribute to fresh salads for all grade levels. The financial 
the lunch line, but will also be pros and cons include regional 
integi·ated into the cwriculum for transportation aid, though the 
student learning. downside costs may include 

New faces at the front of the matching the benefit and salaiy 
classroom will include Christine levels of Pelham's teachers, and 
Paglia-Baker, teaching grade 5, then bringing other Leverett 
and Allyson Bull in grade 6. employees up to pai'ity with the 

The refurbished playground at Hillcrest LINDA ACKERMAN PHOTO 

Meanwhile the public is wel- teachers' benefit package, should 
come to the next meeting of the the regionalization plan go 
school committee, on Monday, through. 
September 12th, at 6:00 p.m. Hajir noted, "The schools and 
where the summer's discussion of the towns [ of Shutesbwy, Pelham 
possible new regional atTange- and Leverett] are all the same size 
ments for school governance will and they have all the same educa
be shai·ed. tional philosophy; they all 

School committee chair cohere." He said unlike U-28, 
Fai-shid Hajir said a joint meeting which has not seemed to make a 
of the education subcommittees strong effo1t to pull the five towns 
of the towns of Leverett, in the Union together to set budg
Shutesbuiy, and Pelham agreed ets, policy and goals for the ele
on July 13th to fo1m a provision- mentaiy schools over the years, 
al regional school committee, to the Amherst-Pelham region has 
explore the possibility of fo1ming made an annual tradition of doing 
a K-12 region among those so for the upper school, so 
towns. Shutesbwy, Pelham and Leverett 

Such a move would likely ah'eady feel pait of the same edu
spell the end of the centwy old cational community in a real 
Union-28, under which the towns sense. 
of Shutesbury and Leverett have Speaking of the possibility of 
shared a superintendent with New accessing a state planning giant 
Salem, Wendell, and Elving. and hii'ing a consultant to advise 

. . Come visit. All .. 

REGISTER 
TODAY! 

Classes begin 
September 6th 

www.gcc.mass.edu 
Hajir said those towns have the towns, Hajir said, "It would 

been invited to join in the conver- be really good to have a profes
sation of fo1ming a new region, sional evaluation of the pros and 
but so fai· have not expressed an cons." 
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BY JOSH 
HEINEMANN - Urban
Power USA is offering to
erect and maintain a single
35-foot, 5-kilowatt verti-
cal axis windmill on town
land at no cost to the town.
The town would buy elec-
tricity from Urban Power
for 11% less than it pays
for electricity from its cur-
rent provider. Urban
Power would pay for
insurance, and as owner
would have incentive to
install upgrades as they
become available. If in
five or ten years the town
wants to take control of
the generator, it may opt
to buy it, but if not Urban
power is ready to continue
indefinitely the power
purchasing agreement
(PPA).

That was the message
Mark Maynard of Urban
Power USA delivered to
the selectboard on August
17th. Urban Power is an
Easthampton-based start
up, and Maynard is look-
ing for locations to test his
prototype wind turbine,
which requires much less
in the way of average
wind speeds than typical
wind turbines to operate
efficiently. Maynard said
he wants to get units like
the one on offer to
Wendell up and running
so he can attract invest-
ment.

He estimated the 5
kilowatt tower would gen-
erate 40,000 kwh of elec-
tricity a year.

The structure would be
no taller than most grown
trees, so it would not be a
cause for complaints
around visual pollution,
like the turbines in tall
wind farms. It requires
only an 18 foot square
concrete pad on a windy
site. It functions like a
waterwheel on its side,
and poses no hazard for
bats and birds. It generates
best at wind speeds up to
15 mph, and begins to
shed wind at speeds above

25 mph. The tower struc-
ture is rated to withstand
winds of up to 100 mph.

Selectboard member
Dan Keller said the pro-
posal seemed like a “no
brainer.”

Town coordinator
Nancy Aldrich brought up
the fact that Wendell buys
electricity for town build-
ings from Hampshire
Power, which may need to
be brought into the discus-
sion. Considering town
property in the center
where wind is relatively
strong and steady, a few
potential sites were sug-
gested, but each had prob-
lems.

Highway commission
chair Harry Williston
informed the board the
commission would like to
hire a temporary part time
employee, Josh White, for
30 hours, to cut brush and
weeds below guardrails
along town roads. His
employment would end
October 13th.

Williston also said the
Department of
Environmental Protection
is requiring a full time
monitor of water quality
during the replacement of
the Cooleyville Road
bridge, another expense
for the project, and anoth-
er delay.

Selectboard chair
Christine Heard asked,
“What water?”

Aldrich said towns are
now required to maintain
the reflectivity of road
signs. The Franklin
Regional Council of
Governments is consider-
ing buying a reflectivity
meter to assist towns. But
she also said that if a per-
son 65 years old or older
can see the signs from an
appropriate distance that
constitutes a valid test.
The town must have a
plan in place to maintain
reflectivity of road signs
by January 2012.

Williston said soap and
water may be enough to

restore some signs, and
that the highway depart-
ment has a routine in place
for replacing worn out
signs in sequence.

Speaking of reflective
signs, a $2,500
Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency
(MEMA) matching grant
has arrived, but it cannot
be used for reflective
house number signs.
Materials for that project
have already been gath-
ered – reflective numbers,
templates, sign blanks,
stainless steel lock nuts,
bolts and washers, and
posts. Now all that is
needed is volunteer labor
on Saturdays through the
fall to get the house num-
bers installed.

As to the MEMA grant,
emergency management
director Lonny Ricketts
had asked for 30 cots, but
found that if he buys 50 he
gets a much better deal.
Keller said he would talk
with librarian Rosie
Heidkamp about storing
cots, which could be used
in a possible emergency,
in the library cellar.

Finance committee
members Michael Idoine
and Jim Slavas came in to
discuss the warrant for the
special town meeting that
will be held on Thursday,
September 8th at 7:00
p.m. But they began their
time in the meeting by
providing an update on
regionalization efforts.
Idoine said the regional-
ization subcommittee of
the Mahar school commit-
tee is asking for approval
of a plan that has not been
formulated yet. One com-
plex problem is the fact
that Petersham pays
$2,000 per student more
than the state minimum
and Orange pays less than
the state minimum.

State law requires that
as members of the same
region member towns
would be required to pay

BY DAVID DETMOLD
After a personal inspec-
tion in Lyons, South
Dakota by firefighter
Stewart Olsen, who flew
out there last week, the
town has decided to pur-
chase a demonstration
model Rosenbauer
Frontline custom pumper
with a tank capacity of
1000 gallons and 12,000
miles on the odometer for
a total cost of $344,906.
After a number of modifi-
cations specified by Olsen
are completed at the
Rosenbauer factory,
including upgrading the
engine from 330 to 360
horsepower, adding 4
LED site lights, and an
additional seat in the rear

of the cab, among other
minor improvements, the
practically new fire engine
will be driven out to
Massachusetts in about a
month’s time. Olsen said it
was likely the fire depart-
ment would be able to
show the fire engine off at
the October Harvest Fest
at the elementary school,
after radios, siren, and
tools are mounted on the
vehicle.

Selectboard member
Peter d’Errico suggested
just turning the lights on
and showing that they
work might be enough to
satisfy residents that the
town had made a wise

investment, since the
engine being replaced was
distinguished by an elec-
trical system that tended
to fail on night calls.

Olsen said the trip to
South Dakota was inter-
esting, in that the
Rosenbauer factory
employs 250 people in a
town with a total popula-
tion of 80. They had a dif-
ficult time finding a hill to
test drive the engine.

“With all the equip-
ment the engine has on it,
I think this is an incredible
deal,” said Olsen, who
won the board’s unani-
mous approval for the pur-
chase.

At the July 26th meet-
ing of the selectboard,

Olsen had been in to
report on the problem of
attrition within the ranks
of the town’s call fire-
fighting force. Perhaps the
new engine will be a
drawing card for new vol-
unteers. (Anyone interest-
ed in serving on the town’s
fire department is encour-
aged to call town adminis-
trator Margie McGinnis at
413-548-9699.)

Police chief Gary
Billings received the
approval of the board to
fill out the ranks of his
department with two high-
ly qualified part time offi-
cers, to work “two to three
shifts a month.” David

Shoemaker and Don (not a
member of the board of
assessors) Robinson will
be needed more than ever
during the month of
September, since the
police department will be
assisting with traffic con-
trol on North Leverett
Road during the shipment
of tens of thousands of
large wooden mats to be
used for staging platforms
at WMECo’s work site at
the beaver dam at the top
Richardson Road, where
the multi-million dollar
replacement of eight par-
tially submerged wooden
pylons carrying a power
line there will soon be in
progress.

Speaking of

Shoemaker, a part time
officer in New Salem and
Warwick, and Robinson, a
part time officer in
Shutesbury, Billings said,
“They should both fit right
in, with some minimal
training on our in-house
procedures.”

When talk turned to the
WMECo construction
project at the top of
Richardson Road, Billings
noted that a lot of the
heavy equipment, includ-
ing cranes, will have to be
transported to the job site
via West Chestnut Hill
Road, all the way up to the
north side of Chestnut Hill
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Leverett’s new fire truck - at the Rosenbaeur factory in Lyons, SD. 
Delivery is expected by early in the fall, after final upgrades are complete.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEWART OLSEN

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

\ ~ s 

~ 

Ci) 

0 
For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 

Now accepting new accounting clients 

Site Work 
• Bulldozer and Backhoe 

Work 
• Driveways 
• Land Clearing 
• Septic Systems 

Residential and Commercial 

L & D Builders 
413--648--0110 

Patrick Smith 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

Montague, MA 01351 

EASTERN 
WEA THERIZATION 

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

Taff Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

Negus l!t. Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments ~JVC 
People often come to see us 
because their pore11ts 
and their grandparents did. 
We' re proud to hove 
that kind of loyolty, 
and we work hord to keep it. 
- Gory ond Nancy Melen 

"The perfect remembran.ce' 

. ...,~ ~~-

We engrave 
memories 

hat last forei e 

MAIN OFFICE n 
10MIIIS 



August 25, 2011 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 7 
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Dog's Life Spared 
NOTES FROM THE Gill SElECTBOARD 

Boiler Project Complete 
BYMATTHEW 
SMALL - In a move sure 
to please animal rights pro
ponents, the selectboard on 
Monday, August 15th 
reversed a previous deci
sion to destroy a dog 
involved in a recent biting 
incident. 

Maggie Houghton, 
Wendell animal control 
officer, gave arepo1t on the 
four dogs removed from 
the property of William 
Hunting in Millers Falls, 
near the Wendell border. 

Houghton, who did not 
personally conduct the 
behavioral tests, told the 
selectboard three of the 
four dogs were entirely 
non-aggressive and suit
able to be re-housed as 
companion dogs. The 
fomth dog, Buddy, a 
MaiTema sheep dog, bit a 
woman riding her bike in 
July at the fai· end of East 
Chestnut Hill Road. At a 
prior dog hearing, the 
boai·d ordered Buddy to be 
euthanized. 

The behavioral tests 
found Buddy to be unsuit
able for adoption as a com
panion dog, but well suited 
for the life a livestock herd
ing dog. Buddy will take a 

trip down to Pennsylvaiua 
to gain a new lease on life 
as a livestock guard dog. 

The meeting was attend
ed by several people, some 
representing groups and 
some who simply heard 
about the dogs and were 
moved to offer the boai·d 
info1mation about their 
experiences with them. 
Through the help of the 
various rescue agencies 
contacted on behalf of the 
dogs and the effo1ts of Dr. 
Lamalyn Brown, 
Montague veterinarian, 
who offered to make sure 
the dogs are all ctment on 
their vaccinations, the aiu
mals will be divided and 
re-housed. 

Board chair Mark 
Fairbrother thanked the 
residents who came out to 
show suppo1t for the aiu
mals, saying the rescue 
wouldn't have been possi
ble without their extraordi
naiy effo1ts. 

Riverscapeing Project 
Thom Long, Five 

College assistant professor 
of architechire, attended 
the board meeting to 
request the support of the 
selectboard for the use of 

Strathmore Building #11 
and the adjacent concrete 
pad for the ptupose of a 
public art installation. 

The installation is pa1t 
of a lai·ger project entitled 
Riverscaping, funded by 
the European Union. The 
Riverscaping project is 
designed to draw together 
communities along the 
Connecticut River. 

The four pilot commu
nities for public ait along 
the Connecticut are 
Turners Falls, Hadley, 
Holyoke and Springfield. 

Long described the goal 
of the project as showcas
ing the unique identities of 
the communities involved 
while helping to envision 
the participating cities as 
pait of "one big communi
ty" along the river. The ait, 
the nature of which will not 
be known tmtil submis
sions ai·e made for the proj
ect, will be displayed for 
one to two years, and the 
funding of the project will 
include money to remove 
the art if the municipality 
chooses not to maintain it. 

RiverCulhrre director 
Lisa Davol said the 
Strathmore site is signifi-
see MONTAGUE pg 14 

at Gill Elementary School 
BY PATRICIA 
CROSBY - In its August 
15th meeting, the Gill 
selectboard deliberated 
Gill's role in a prospective 
community public health 
delive1y system, signed off 
on a municipal bond for the 
Siemens energy-saving 
project, and accepted with 
gratih1de a significant con
tribution to the community 
from No1thfield Mount 
He1mon School. 

Siemens Building 
Technology, working in 
towns and school districts 
across the cotmty on an 
energy perfo1mance con
tract to upgrade the effi
ciency of municipal and 
district buildings, has com
pleted asbestos abatement 
and removal of the old boil
er at Gill Elementary 
School, and the new boiler 
is installed, just in time for 
next week's strut of classes. 

have a choice between 
being foll members, paitial 
members with access to 
selected services, or pa1tic
ipants strictly on a fee-for
service basis. A new stmc
hue could bring costs 
down, but a lot will depend 
on decisions other towns 
make. 

Ptu'ington asked if the 
voting stmchll·e for the dis
trict would be one town, 
one vote. Crochier, who is 
Gill's representative in the 
process, said that would 
depend on membership sta
tus and what pa1t of the 
plan a town chooses. A 
decision will have to be 
made about membership in 
early September, when the 
proposal and plan are sub
mitted by FRCOG. 

annual contribution from 
the private school has gone 
to suppo1t fire depaitment 
operations and has also 
been used for town match
ing ftmds for grants. The 
amotmt this year may 
afford an opporttmity to 
defray other costs, and 
there was some discussion 
of which of these might be 
appropriate. 

The fire depaitment has 
delayed purchase ofhunout 
geai· and the police depa1t
ment a cmiser: possibly 
funds could suppo1t one of 
these. A leaky roof in the 
safety complex is a prob
lem, but that seemed better 
addressed as a capital 
expense. 

Montague Approved for Loan to Clean Up Strathmore Debris 

At a cost of several 
thousand dollai·s, the pump 
and pump motor at the ele
mentary school have also 
been replaced. But a meet
ing with fo1mer highway 
superintendent Em est 
Hastings helped persuade 
the town not to dig ftuther 
down to in an effort to get 
to the bottom of water qual
ity problems that have 
shown up in water tests at 
the school from time to 
time. Hastings said the high 
water table and other fac
tors would complicate an 
explorato1y dig at the well 
head. The town may wish 
to plan for replacement of 
water tanks inside the 
school soon, a project that 
will cost approximately 
$6000. 

The boai·d accepted with 
regret the resignation of 
long-time custodian Jim 
Connelly, for health rea
sons. Connelly has ma.in
tained the school and town 
buildings for 26 yeai·s. His 
thoroughness, consistency 
and reliability were com
mended, and boai·d mem
bers noted he will be diffi
cult to replace. CtuTently 
the job is only a little over 
four hours per week, but 
members discussed 
whether they should con
sult with other depaitments 
to see if they would like to 
see a new position expand
ed to include some hours at 
the safety complex, as one 
example. The pros and 
cons of hirning to a clean
ing se1vice were also con
sidered. The decision was 
made to post the job in the 
next few weeks. 

Options will be ftuther 
discussed with the appro
priate departments, but 
before moving on to other 
topics, board members 
emphasized the excellent 
relationship between the 
town and the school, and 
noted that NMH has con
sistently been a good 
neighbor. In addition to 
annual donations, NMH 
staff se1ve on many town 
committees and take a lead 
role in Gill spo1ts and 
recreation programs. 
Because of off-campus 
land and housing owned by 
the school, the school is 
also the town's second 
largest taxpayer. 

The hazardous waste com
mittee of the Franklin 
Regional Cotmcil of 
Governments (FRCOG) has 
approved a grant of 
$200,000 to the town of 
Montague, conditioned on 
approval of to,vn meeting to 
bonow $112,000 in addi
tional matching funds, 
along with the $24,000 in 
program income ftmds the 
town has already commit
ted, to clean up the pile of 
asbestos tainted debris left 
in the footprint of Building 
# 10 of the Strathmore Mill. 
The $336,000 cost esti
mate for remo"ing and dis
posing the hazardous mate
rial is significantly less than 
originally estimated. 

Town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio said 

bonowing costs for the 
$112,000 match would be 
set at 2.5% over the course 
of 20 years. 

Building #10 was 
bmned to the grotmd in an 
arson fire set by Jonathan 
Tanzer, a laborer who 
worked for former 
Strathmore ]\fill owner 
Jeny Jones, on May 26th, 
2007. Tanzer is serving 
time for that crime. 

The to,vn of Montague 
came into possession of the 
244,482-square-foot, 1871 
vintage Strathmore Mill 
complex early last year, 
when John Anctil, who pur
chased the mill for 
$50,000 in 2008, failed to 
pay back taxes due or 
secure the prope1ty. 

Since the fire, the town 

has invested over 
$300,000 in securing the 
mill complex and replacing 
the fire damaged roof on 
Building #1. Town planner 
Walter Ramsey has set up a 
website to market the his
to1ic mill, but the town has 
acknowledged large obsta
cles remain in the way of 
redevelopment, chief 
among them access, park
ing and the hulking pile of 
hazardous debris centrally 
located between Buildings 
#11 and #1. 

The grant and loan offer 
from FR COG could signal a 
big step forward in the 
to,vn's efforts to seek a 
qualified developer for the 
mill. The issue ,vill come 
before a special town meet
ing in October. 

Boai·d members Randy 
Crochier, Ann Banash, and 
John Ward next hll'ned 
their attention to the 
Franklin Regional Cotmcil 
of Governments, where the 
town will soon have to 
make a decision regai·ding 
its role in a planned com
prehensive public health 
district. County towns will 

The selectboard tluned 
next to the happy task of 
accepting a $25,000 check 
from No1thfield Motmt 
He1mon (NMH) toward 
town emergency se1vices. 
This represents a substan
tial increase in the private 
school's payment in lieu of 
taxes to the town over prior 
years. 

Traditionally, a $10,000 

Also on the agenda was 
a meeting with David 
Eisenthal, vice president 
and senior fiscal advisor 
with UniBank Fiscal 
Adviso1y Se1vices, Inc. 
Eisenthal explained the 
Qualified Energy 
Conse1vation Bond 
(QECB) which the Town 
will issue to finance 
$127,500 for the $281,750 
boiler replacement and 
energy efficiency project at 
the Gill Elementary 
School. The balance of the 
work will be ftmded by a 
$150,000 state grant the 
town received (from feder-

see GILL page 14 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons --------
Est ates• Wills• Real Estate 

Personal Injury .._ _______ _ 
P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 

(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-S22-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

4 hour emergency towiri 
t service licensed Mecha 

$250 CLOSING Cosr CREDIT 
ires Dec. 31,201 1 

Credit at Closing Toward Closing Costs 
on Any Loon Originated by Tim Prevost 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 tprevost@metlife.com 
No IJans SJtt,,llO~ C.,W, cxmlioos and fees appty,Ma1age hr1'i1g prowled by 
Melffe Hare loons, a d-wion of Mecife Bank. NA Equal Hoosil.j Lender, C200I METLIFl:, Nee @ 
P£ANUTS©U/liled FeebJreSyrdlcale, Inc L09086294[~IAISlatesfDCJ wiDER sci 

t(i'! 'lf'A1l'P w· ,r 
~'lsi 1<'S~ 

Irish Seisiun Music 
Thursday 4 - 7 

Friday 9 -1 

GRIEAl SIEAIFOOD & GOOD T!MIES 

163 Sunderland Rd.• Amherst 
(413) 548-6900 

DOLAN & 00~1\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUsms 

01376 
413-863-3133 



8 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER August 25, 2011 

Here's How to Get Out of Level 4 from where it is today and show 
consistent sustained improve
ment for two years in order to get 
out of Level 4 status. 

groups." This pattem of test score 
improvement needs to be demon
strated over a period of two yeai·s, 
and must be coupled with similai· 
improvement in the growth of 
student performance as indicated 
by state standards of Adequate 
Yearly Progress. 

Taking a moment at the begin
ning of her presentation to 
acknowledge the number of peo
ple in attendance, Foisy said she 
considered it a ve1y positive thing 
that the townspeople took the 
time to come to the meeting and 
get involved. She said it showed 
the community cares about the 
education of their students and 
ai·e committed to supporting their 
schools. Foisy said she was also 
ve1y impressed by the new inter
im superintendent, Nadine 
Ekstrom, and said the district was 
fortunate to have someone step in 
who knows the district well, 
understands the issues it faces, 
and is committed to seeing it 
improve. 

Foisy then presented what she 
called the cleai· steps towards get
ting the district out of Level 4 sta
tus. "It's not rocket science," she 
said. 

At a subsequent meeting of 
the school committee meeting, on 
At1eoUSt 23rd, Jen Waldron point
ed out the district did in fact meet 
adequate yearly perfo1mance 
goals for two successive yeai·s 
while in Level 4. But this 
progress appai·ently will not avail 
the district in emerging from 
Level 4 status now. 

Questions and comments fol
lowing Foisy's remarks were 
bhmt and in many cases 
expressed frustration with the 
process as well as the box the dis
trict finds itself in. Some state
ments refeffed to the "unfairness" 
of the situation, that with no 
schools in tmderperfonning sta
tus there appeared to be no justi
fication for the Gill-Montague 
district remaining in Level 4. 

Associate Commission Lynda Foiry addressed the school committee, town officials and community members in the 
Turners Falls High School auditorium on August 16th on the 111ay Jonvard for the Gill-Montague school district. 

She explained the DESE is 
focused on "improving district 
systems of suppo1t so that 
schools and all of the students, 
teachers and administrators have 
the necessary tools to move for
wai·d." In this regai·d, the superin
tendent, with the assistance of the 
state-provided plan manager, 
needs to develop an Accelerated 
Improvement Plan (AIP), 
approved by the commissioner. 
This plan will have a singulai· 
focus on addressing the key chal
lenges in the district that need 
improving. 

Tupper Brown, finance com
mittee member from Gill, said it 
was unfair to "impose this on us," 
and called the status a "burden" 
students and the towns would 
now be forced to cai-ry for two 
more years. Brown felt the onus 
of Level 4 status put the district at 
a disadvantage in te1ms of school 
choice - that the district is viewed 
by the state as needing improve
ment may cause parents to chose 
to send their children elsewhere. 
He asked for the DESE to show 
the towns a standard by which the 
district is held to be in this status, 
a justification that could be fotmd 
in the DESE's standards. 

changing criteria for pulling the BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
GILL-MONTAGUE - district out of Level 4 status. 

the state, a school might improve 
for a while, but without needed 
stmctural improvements in the 
school district, once the DESE 
support was withdrawn the 
schools would often slip back, 
and educational gains would fail 
to be sustained. 

Associate commissioner Lynda 
Foisy, from the Depaitment of 
Elementa1y and Seconda1y 
Education, stood at the podium of 
the TFHS auditorium for an hour 
and a half answering questions 
from school committee members 
and town officials on what it will 
take for the Gill-Montague 
regional school district to get out 
Level 4 (Needs Improvement) 
status last Thursday. The select
boards of Gill and Montague 
called the meeting, through the 
school committee, to clarify what 
has been described as the ever 

WENDELL from page 6 
the same amount per pupil. 

Possibly the most expen
sive article on the special 
town meeting warrant would 
pay for cleaning the mold 
out of the town vault. 

Keller has said most of the 
mold is on the leather bind
ings of old town record 
books. The new town clerk, 
Gretchen Smith, has said the 
old paper ballots can be 
tossed, which would elimi
nate about half the volume. 
Other documents may also 

Foisy met the sometimes con
tentious questioning with calm, 
patient, and detailed answers. 

Foisy, whose full title is 
Senior Associate Commissioner, 
Center for Targeted Assistance, 
Division for Accountability, 
Pa1tnerships and Assistance at the 
Massachusetts DESE, said the 
depaitment had made mistakes in 
years past when they concentrat
ed on improving individual 
schools without taking into 
account the importance of dis
trict-wide improvement in gover
nance. So with assistance from 

be discarded, but sorting 
them will be a painstaking 
process. 

The lowest bid for the 
mold removal - $6,000 -
came from ATI, but that bid 
does not include creating a 
system that removes mois
ture and limits new mold. 
Slavas suggested the com
plete job would include new 
metal shelves to replace the 
cardboard boxes that records 
are kept in now in the stor
age vault. u 

That is why, Foisy said, the 
focus has now shifted to suppo1t 
for the whole district, and why 
even with no schools in Gill
Montague school district consid
ered underpe1fonning the district 
remains in Level 4 status. 

Foisy also made clear that 
whatever steps had been taken up 
until now, the district must sta1t 

This leads to the second 
requirement, Foisy said, which is 
to show a trend of "significant 
and sustained improvement, as 
indicated by MCAS scores, in the 
aggregate and across all sub-

Brown said he fotmd no justi
fication for the DESE's action. 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Attempted Break In, Trespassing 

Tuesday, 8/9 Class B substance on Route 2. 
9:10 a.m. Assisted Northfield Sunday, 8/14 
police with felony warrant 12:12 p.m. Assisted 
arrest on Four Mile Brook Bernardston police with out 
Road. of control male. 
Wednesday, 8/IO 2:00 p.m. Report of attempt-
6:IO p.m. Suspicious person ed breaking and entering on 
on Route 2 near Old State East Prospect Street. 
Road. Possible domestic sit:ua- Currently under investigation. 
tion. Found to be verbal argu- Tuesday, 8/16 
ment. Both parties calmed 7 :40 a m. Arrest of 
down. 
Friday. 8/12 
5:30 .m. Arrest of 

or operatmg 
a motor v e unlicensed on 
the French Kini Highway. 
Wednesday, 8/17 
8:30 p.m. Report of loose 

see LEVEL 4 page 12 

dog chasing walkers on 
Central Street. Spoke with 
owner, advised to leash dog. 
Thuaday. 8/18 
5:40 p.m. Report of intoxi
cated male subject on Lester 
Street. Located male returning 
to French King Highway resi
dence. 
9:33 p.m. 9II disturbance 
call on Old State Road. Verbal 
argument only. One subject 
left for the night. 
Friday, 8/19 
12:15 a.m. Assisting 
Montague police at East 
Main Street for an altercation. 
12:45 a.m. Located broken 
flat and poles at Erving 
Elementary School 

Saturday. 8/]J) 
12:15 p.m. Loud music at 
Pratt Street residence. Music 
was turned down prior to 
arrival. 
7:50 m. Arrest of 

or a su equent o ense o 
operating a motor vehicle 
without a license on Forest 
Street. 
Sunday. 8/21 
I :05 a.m. Assisted Gill police 
with a domestic assault and 
battery case. 
Monday, 8/22 
3:45 p.m. Suspicious activity 
at International Paper Mill. 
Told trespassing subjects to 
leave. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

bi@Y@les 
unlimited 

• BIKE TUNE-UP $35.00 
• FUll SUSPENSION MOUNTAIN BIKES 

ON SALE 20% - 40% OFF 
• TENNIS STRING AND RACKET SALES 

322 High St., Greenfield 413-772-2700 
www.bikes·unlimited.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

·• Paving 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 

,. Power Sweeping 
• Landscaping 
• Seal Coating 

• Excavating 
::=! Demolition 
~ Septic Turners £alls 

413. 77~.2155 
cell: 325.5596 

wyt1w.,barlowpavingexcavating.com 

SALF.S •SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Fra.nkl.in:773-9497 

SINCE 1970 

LICENSED, INSURED 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES 

POWER W-',SHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PRESIDENT 

240 GREENFIELO RO.AD • MOr<TAGIJE, MA 01351 

PHONE /Jc FAl<t 413·367·9896 • RENAISSAJIICEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 



August 25, 2011 

LEVERETT from page 6 

Loop, and then down to the job 
site from that direction, to 
avoid narrow bridges along 
North Leverett Road, East 
Chestnut Hill, or the southern 
end of Chestnut Hill Loop. The 
alternate route will bring the 
tallest and heaviest equipment 
directly past Billings' home, so 
he can keep an eye on it. 

Not to be upstaged by the 
fire department, Billings said 
the police department had 
received its new Dodge 
Charger V-8 cruiser, and was 
very happy with the purchase. 

Will Stratford, the town's 
highway boss, came to discuss 
spending the lion's share of 
this year's Chapter 90 state aid 
to resurface a mile long section 
of Montague Road from the 
town common to the highway 
department. That road had last 
been repaved 16 years ago, 
Stratford said. He calculated 
the total cost of the project, 
including police details and 
line painting, would come to 
around $140,000, leaving just 
$60,000 remaining in the high
way department kitty for other 
emergency road repairs that 
might be necessa1y before the 
next annual infusion of state 
Chapter 90 aid. 

As part of the project, the 

selectboard told Stratford to go 
ahead and repave the parking 
lot across from town hall, used 
by the Congregational Church, 
but owned by the town. If 
Stratford is to repave the drive
way that runs from the parking 
lot in front of the church, how
ever, the board said the church 
should be asked to contribute a 
modest sum toward the effort, 
and board chair Rich Brazeau 
said he would inquire about 
that possibility. 

D'errico asked Stratford to 
photograph the condition of 
North Leverett Road prior to 
the commencement of heavy 
truck traffic up to the WMECo 
job site. Semi trucks are 
expected to begin rolling this 
Friday, August 26th, and con
tinue for a solid month, total
ing more than 1000 trips back 
and forth. 

Stratford said he would 
make sure those photos were 
taken, but he could ah·eady 
describe the condition of North 
Leverett Road. 

"The shape it is in right now 
is poor. It needs overlayment. 
It needs reconstruction." 
Stratford called North Leverett 
Road "an old cowpath that got 
blacktopped." 

Still, he thought with the 
money remaining from this 
year's Chapter 90 ftmds, com-
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bined with the highway depart
ment's own funds, there would 
be enough available to repair 
any further damage to North 
Leverett Road from the antici
pated heavy truck traffic, and 
to keep the road passable 
before winter. 

Stratford also talked about 
the need to someday soon 
replace the deck on the 
Dudleyville Road bridge, near 
the Leverett Village Coop. 
That job will require engineer
ing in advance, and careful 
planning, since all traffic will 
have to be routed through 
Shutesbury while that span is 
out for repair. 

Meanwhile, sandblasting is 
going fo1ward on the Cave Hill 
Road bridge this week, in 
preparation for painting that 
bridge. While the dam down
stream is under repair by the 
Curley family, the town took 
advantage of the low water to 
dredge out the accumulated silt 
that had been choking some of 
the bays beneath the bridge. 

In other selectboard news, 
the town received a $10,550 
trails grant from the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation to begin the 
development of a trail network 
in East Leverett. The conse1va
tion comm1ss10n and the 
Rattlesnake Gutter Trust will 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Break In, Assault, Drunk Driving Arrest 

bance on East Main Street in 
Millers Falls. Verbal warn
ing. 

10:25 p.m. Neighbor distur
bance on Twelfth Street. 
Services rendered. 

Tuesday, 8/9 Saturday, 8/13 
10:52 .m. Arrest of 7:14 p.m. Missing person at 

or • cious aniage 
motor vehicle. 
Wednesday, 8/10 
II:01 a.m. Domestic distur
bance on Turnpike Road. 
Services rendered. 
2:05 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on G Street. 
Report taken. 
Thursday, 8/ll 
II:53 am. Default warrant 
arrest of 

ee 
9:29 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on Coolidge Avenue. 
Investigated. 
Friday. 8/12 
7:10 a.m. Odor investigation 
on Greenfield Road. 
8:08 .m. Arrest of 

or assat t an attery 
on an elder aged 60 years or 
more or on a disabled person. 
II:30 p.m. Domestic distur
bance on East Main Street. 
Investigated. 

Turners Falls Block Party on 
Avenue A Services rendered. 
7:45 p.m. Default warrant 
arrest of 

1:22 a . .:i. Arrest"" 

for speeding, 
e es violations, and 

leaving the scene of property 
daniage. 
5:39 pm. Domestic distur
bance on Church Street. 
Advised civil action. 
8:17 pm. Neighbor distur
bance on East Main Street. 
Investigated. 
9:59 p.m. AssatJt on L 
Street. Investigated. 
Tuesday, 8/16 
8:36 am. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Fourth 
Street. Services rendered. 
3:43 p.m. DefatJt warrant 
arrest of 

5:21 p.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Coolidge 
Avenue. Report taken. 
5:24 p.m. Vehicle breaking 
and entering on Pai:k Street. 
Report taken. 
6:00 p.m. AssatJt on Fourth 
Street. 
II:52 .m. Arresto 

with a dangerous weapon, 
violation of a restraining 
order, intimidating a witness, 
and threatening to commit a 
cnme. 
Wednesday, 8/17 
5 p.m. Unwanted person at 
the Great Falls Farmers 
Market on Avenue A. 
Advised of options. 
Thursday. 8/18 
2:09 p.m. Neighbor distur
bance on Fourth Street. 
Peace restored. 
Friday, 8/19 
2:53 a.m. Burglary, breaking 
and entering on Fifth Street. 
Investigated. 
5:58 p.m. AssatJt on Fourth 
Street. Services rendered. 

s.turday,8/20 
5:15 p.m. Safety hazard at 
Rifle Club on Lake Pleasant 

the influence, child endanger
ment while under the influ
ence, and marked lanes viola
tions. 
Sunday. 8/21 
7:55 pm. AssatJt on Fourth 
Street. Advised of options. 
II:10 p.m. Strai ht warrant 

. /22 
p.m. Shoplifting at 

Food City on Avenue A 
Services rendered. 
5:55 p.m. AssatJt on Avenue 
A Investigated. 
Tuesday, 8/23 
1:38 a.m. Domestic distur
bance on Turnpike Road. 
Investigated. 
2:03 p.m. Hit and nm acci
dent at Food City parking lot 
on Avenue A Investigated. 

collaborate on this effort, 
which is hoped to result in two 
new trails, one on the 4-H 
Forest land and a parallel path 
on the Woodard Comers Trail 
on the east side of Doolittle 
Brook. 

The school window repair 
project has been delayed ( due 
to the backlog on ordering 
windows after the Springfield 
tornado) until next summer, 
but slate roof repair at the ele
menta1y school will go for
ward as planned in the coming 
weeks. The selectboard award
ed the $78,000 contract to 
Stmderland Roofing. 

Kurtz, Incorporated, of 
Westfield, was the low bidder 
(at $107,000) for the town hall 
siding project. After a review 
of the scope of work, the 
selectboard will vote on 
awarding the contract for that 
job to Kurtz. The job entails 
"taking off all existing siding 
with proper disposal of lead 
paint, installation of house 
wrap and new pre-primed clear 
vertical grain cedar clap
boards," and finish painting of 
same, according to town 
administrator Margie 
McGinnis. Siemens Building 
Technologies has akeady com
pleted the insulation of the 
town hall as part of their ongo
ing energy improvements to 
town buildings. 

The town locked in a bid for 
18,000 gallons of fuel oil 
(almost 16,000 of which will 
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be used for the school and 
safety complex) for the coming 
heating season, at $3.156 a 
gallon. 

The selectboard is urging 
the education study committee 
to move fo1ward on an explo
ration of the possibility of 
regionalizing with the towns of 
Shutesbmy and Pelham for a 
new elementa1y school district, 
which could possibly contract 
to share the service of the 
Amherst-Pelham superinten
dent. 

In urging this approach, the 
selectboard is contemplating 
leaving the centmy old U-28 
school district with Erving, 
New Salem, Wendell and 
Shutesbury, in favor of a 
region that would graduate sh1-
dents into the Amherst-Pelham 
upper school district, where 
Leverett and Shutesbmy send 
seventh graders now. 

Selectboard member Julie 
Shively said the town would 
gain state aid for regional 
transportation tmder the con
templated new district. A 
drawback would be raising 
salaries and benefits to match 
the higher rates paid to Pelham 
teachers. Brazeau said if 
Leverett teachers got the better 
benefit package (75% of health 
benefits paid, and family plans 
afforded) that Pelham now 
enjoys, then all town employ
ees would have to get the high
er rates and benefits in 
fairness. II 
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log boom industry, 
with annual log 
drives from the head
waters of the 
Connecticut anchor
ing above the falls 
between the years of 
1870 and 1915. 
French Canadian log
gers drove 200,000 
logs annually down 
the river, and devel
oped quite a thirst in 
the process, a thirst 
they slaked in the 
saloons that quickly 
grew up to meet 
demand in Turners 
Falls. 
Some The International Paper Co. footbridge across the Power CanaL Most mills on the island of the 

had their own pedestrian bridges; Turners was designed for workers to walk to work. logs were 

BY ANNE HARDING - It's a well, nor so comprehensively, milled at the 
story that's been told many as when Montague town Turners Falls 
times before, but never so administrator Frank L u m b e r 

LAMORE LUMBER 
fPJJfffl &3 ~~ 

Sheds • Barns • Garages 

Additions • Screen Porches • Kits 

Bork Mulch 

25 Year Guarantee 

Abbondanzio told the tale of Company; 0th
the planned industrial develop- ers journeyed 
ment of Turners Falls. He further down 
spoke to about 30 people at the river to Holyoke 
Great Falls Discovery Center and Springfield 
last Thursday night, going over to help build 
the history of Power Town in those growing 
three stages of development - metropolises. 
from 1868 to 1915. The years 

stagnation followed. It was not 
until 1904 that the generation 
of hydroelectricity led to 
another of the periodic renais
sances of Power Town. 

But before there was hydro
electricity, there was plain old 
hydro power, the kind that 
turned a different kind of mill 
wheel. Abbondanzio profiled 
v1s10nary engineers and 
investors like Alvah Crocker, 
Bernard FaITen and Charles 
Hazelton, (whose curricula 
vitae have been offered in 
these pages before) who saw 
the potential in the 30-foot 
drop of the Great Falls and the 
delivery of that power through 
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for their planned community to 
be: attract a railroad, build 
bridges across the river to Gill 
and Greenfield, build a first 
class hotel, and establish a 
bank. Shortly, all those criteria 
would be realized in Turners 
Falls. 

In 1868, the John Russell 
Cutle1y factory was the first 
mill to relocate to Turners, 
from Greenfield. Formerly 
known as the Green River 
Manufacturing Company, the 
new mill (no longer standing) 
was built to employ 1200 
workers in 200,000 square 
feet. This capacity was never 
fully realized. The largest 

We Custom Build on Your Property 

While the area around the 1868 - 1873 
Great Falls had been used as a were the boom 
center of fishing, trade, and years of industri
inte1tribal concourse for thou- al development 
sands of years by native com- in Turners Falls, 
munities, it was opened up to when 75% of the 
commerce of a different sort in buildings and 
the late 1700s when the first mills that came 
canals were built and the trans- to dominate the 
po1t of goods on the river village's econo
expanded. my were built. 

Many of the old mill buildings along the Power Canal have fallen into disrepair. 
www.post-beam.com 

Email: lamore@post-beam.com 

Phone (413) 773-8388 
Fax: (413) 773-3188 

724 Greenfield Road, Rte 5 t't 10 

Deerfield, MA 01342 

Following the establishment The Panic of 1873, brought 
of the canal system, under the about by speculation and gov
ownership of the Proprietors of ernment retrenchment (sound 
Locks and Canals, the village familiar?) put an end to that 
of Turners Falls subsequently five year boom time in 
became the nexus of a thriving Turners, and a long period of 

an expanded power canal. 
They applied their skills and 
finances to enact a post-Civil 
War version of Build it and 
They Will Come in Turners 
Falls. 

number of employees the mill 
ever held was 900. But it had 
many successful products, 
(protected by high U.S. tariffs) 
including the Bowie knife, that 
travelled west with settlers of 
the newly opened Indian lands. 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Thai Massage 
50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 

Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 
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0 
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woodfired pizzeria 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Lino 
Carpet 

Now powered by Rocketfusion 
413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

In 1868, Crocker 
and Hazelton drew 
up a plan for their 
future industrial 
mecca, hoping to 
rival the overcrowd
ed mill towns of 
Lawrence and 
Lowell in the east. 
They considered the 
hallmarks of success 

In 1871, the Montague 
Paper Company bought up 900 
feet of riverfront and five 
acres. This mill was one of the 
ve1y first to make paper from 
wood pulp, a much cheaper 
manufacturing process than 
using rag stock. But buyers 
were slow to accept the prod-

see PLANNED page13 
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Wendell Old Home Days - the Best Ever 
BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE- It's always the best ever at Wendell Old 
Home Day, Saturday, August 20th. This year was no exception. Among 
the best paits of this annual tradition were the many outstanding musi
cians who came out to contribute to the party atmosphere of the day. 

Wendell Old Home Day is a great community experience, with 
everyone one from little babies and small children playing on the com
mon, to families and everyone else out playing in the sun, having a great 
time. There were well-behaved dogs, resting or wandering, letting kids 
pet them or snuggling with their friends. Lemonaid, French fries and 
other goodies were available. So were vendors offering a wide variety of 
wares, arts, and scarves. A Mushroom Museum was very popular. The 
Community Garden had a booth sharing cut flowers ai1d fresh vegeta
bles for free. As the heat of the day passed, lots of people began danc
ing to the music, filling the common with free flowing energy ai1d hav
ing a great time. 

The Mushroom Museum, an annual favorite at Wendell Old Home Dqys Charlie O 'Dowd, postmaster, with 
drummer stamp and Wendell Old 

Home Dery cancellation mark. 

Winner of the Wendell Citizen of the Year award were Pat and Vic 
Scutai-i, owners of the Community Store and Deja Brew, honored for 

their ongoing contributions to the community. Honorable mention 
awards went to Chris Wings, Stephen Broll, and Ted Lewis. 

A. Great Old Home Day in Montague 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH - The lively 52nd Montague Old Home Day had 
broad appeal. There was a pai·ade, musicians, a magiciai1, ai1d old friends from 
near and far perusing the booths and tables set up on the town common under 
sunny skies. 

A quilt show in the Congregational Church had 30 quilts or more, on display. 
"We never show a quilt twice," Lillian Fiske said, "yet look at all the entries. And, 
no two look at all alike. They're all original designs." 

Ed the Wizai·d held the interest of children and adults alike. A 1929 Chevrolet 
sedan donated to the Montague Fire Department by the fainily of the late Ray Ellis 
drew a steady sti·eam of men who talked of cylinders, vacumn windshield wipers, 
horsepower or the lack thereof, mechanical brakes, the perils of hand cranking an 
engine and the ability of old cars to plow through snow drifts with ease due to their 
large diameter wheels and high ground clearance. Raffle ticket sales for the old 
Chevy were brisk. One old car buff, determined to win the Chevy, bought over 
$300 in raffle tickets to sweeten the odds in his favor. 

Llllian Fiske and Ruth Viens at the Quilt Sho111 
Tag sales, fi-ied dough, kids' gaines ai1d performing dancers kept the Old Home 

Day lively. And that's the way it always was in Montague Center. 

Another Excellent Block Party Avenue A, Satur ay, August 
13th. The lawn chair brigade 
was out in full force, but the 
zombies seemed to be dying 
off in this year's kick-off 
parade. We're hoping they'll 
be back for the dread next year. 

~~ 
~ 1 

Vendors of all sorts lined 
the streets, along with commu
nity agencies and plenty of 
great food stands. This year, 
the Gill-Montague Community 
School Partnership grabbed the 
reins from RiverCulture to 
organize the event, so the 
focus shifted slightly to more 
child-friendly activities, and to 
enhancing our already con
nected neighborhood. 

BMX bikers showed off their chops all dcry on the Avenue 

BY JEN DOWNS 
TURNERS FALLS - The 5th 

Annual Turners Falls Block 
Party rocked the bricks on 

Recycled materials were 
turned into fashionable outfits, 
as eight models strutted their 
stuff down the A venue in the 
3rd annual Fabrication fashion 
show. Musical acts of all sizes 
played at Spinner Park, 

Between the Uprights, the The culminating event thi 
Shea Theater and the 2nd year was the River of Lights, 
Street Baking Company. see BLOCK PARTY pg 20 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Back to School Plans 
Outlined at Gill-Montague 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - classes each for grades 2 - 5, at 
Principals and administrators MES. ''But those classes will be 
from the Gill-Montague schools expanding too," said Donelan, 
talked about their opening day once the growing primary grades 
preparations at the school com- move up. 
mittee meeting on August 23rd. To emphasize the 'one cam-

Maureen Donelan, the new pus, two buildings' concept uni
principal at Montague fying Montague Elementa1y, 
Elementary, said she had been Donelan said the grounds crew -
busy over the last two months with the help of workers from the 
hiring new staff, including a new Franklin Countiy Sherriff's 
kindergaiten teacher, and soon a Depaitment - recently removed 
new pre-K teacher. the chain link fence between the 

Interim superintendent Nadine two buildings. "It opens it up, and 
Ekstrom said overall, the district gives it a nice, waim feeling," 
has hired 23 new staff members said Donelan. 
this sununer, 10% of the total Stairs at the entrances to 
staff population. Sheffield have been removed and 

Donelan said preparations for replaced with wheel chair acces
the move of 1st grade students sible ramps. 
back across the c.ampus from the Elementary school sta1t time 
Sheffield building to Hillcrest are in Montague and Gill has been 
complete. When school opens moved up to 8:30 am., to allow 
next week, there will be three for the required amount of time 
pre-K classes, four kindergaiten to be devoted to classroom leam
and first grade classes, and three ing. Apparently, the district had 

LEVEL 4 from page 8 
Another point made was that 

the successful resolution of the 
budget standoff that had led to 
the DESE takeover of district 
finances for two years seemed to 
have no positive impact on the 
way the DESE views the Gill
Montague school district. 

Michael Langknecht, school 
committee chair, did his best to 
moderate the meeting and give 
those who wanted to ask ques
tions or make statements a fair 
chance to speak. 

Sandy Brown, school com
mittee member from Gill, ques
tioned Foisy about the role of the 
plan manager and monitor, and 
how the process would work. 

The histo1y of the DESE put
ting up requirements for the dis
trict to meet, with a Turnaround 
Plan under interim superinten
dent Kenneth Rocke, a Strategic 
Vision developed by superinten
dent Carl Ladd, and now the new 
AIP plan developed by Ekstrom 
with a template provided by the 
state, complete with a plan man
ager and state provided monitor 
- all this was met with a certain 
amount of skepticism. 

Sandy Brown wanted to 
know, what are the guarantees 
that the district won't find itself, 
in two yeai·s, forced to imple
ment yet another plan? 

Foisy replied the process will 
be set out in the annual improve
ment plan, which is being devel
oped by the superintendent with 
measurable benchmai·ks. Along 
the way the state provided plan 
manager and monitor will help 
keep track of the success of the 
plan, and will repo1t back regu
lai·ly to the school committee 
and community on progress or 
the lack thereof. 

If there are problems in stu
dent progress, as measured by 
the benchmarks, or other aspects 
of the plan, this should be clear 
early on. In that case, a reassess
ment by the district can be 
unde1taken and changes imple
mented. There will be no sur
prises at the end of the process, 
Foisy said. 

She said the purpose of the 
state suppo1ted monitor will be 
to keep track of the district's 
progress and repo1t back regu
larly to all parties involved. The 
plan manager will not just help 
develop the plan but will contin
ue to work with the superinten
dent throughout the two year 
process, she said. 

At the end of the two years, 
there will be steps to complete 
the district's movement out of 
Level 4 status. The superinten
dent will make a fo1mal presen
tation to the school committee 
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been sho1tchanging students 15 a 
minutes a day on classroom 
learning, according to state 
requirements, in past yeai·s, said 
interim superintendent Nadine 
Ekstrom. 

Students and their families are 
invited to a playground pa1ty on 
Tuesday, August 30th at the 
Sheffield building, from 5 :30 -
6:30 p.m., before the first day of 
school on September 1st. 

Donelan said she had enjoyed 
taking a week-long training in 
Responsive Classroom tech
niques over the summer. "I 
believe social skills are just as 
impo1tant as academic achieve
ment," she said. 

Newly hired Gill Elementaiy 
principal Kathleen Adams said 
she was, "Extremely impressed 
with the expe1tise of the staff," at 
her new school, "and honored to 
be a pait of that team." With first 
grade teacher Kristine Dion mov
ing over to Montague 
Elementary, she has recently 
hired a new first grade teacher 
with years of experience and a 
background in nature education 

and community that chronicles 
the district's improvement and 
the results achieved. The moni
tor will make a SlllllIIla1y report 
with evidence of improvements 
in place. The final step will be 
the depa1tment of education 
making an on-site obse1vation of 
classroom practice at selected 
sites. 

Foisy said emphatically this 
will not be like the disti·ict 
review, but simply the state can
not evaluate the district properly 
unless they send representatives 
from the DESE to visit class
rooms and see for themselves 
the "essential conditions of 
classroom practice." 

"In sho1t," Foisy said, "you 
need a sti·ong plan in place 
approved by the commissioner; 
the district has to execute the 
plan, meet goals; and we need to 
be assured systems ai·e in place 
for optimal learning and condi
tions for teachers and students." 

Foisy responded to the con
tinued expressions of frustration 
with a statement of understand
ing, and said the DESE officials 
had discussed many of these 
issues themselves, but there is no 
use fighting it - the position of 
the depaitment is fum. Rather, 
Foisy suggested the school dis
trict and community look at this 
as an opportunity to recalibrate 

to take her place. 
Adams said she was thrilled 

the old boiler had been replaced, 
the building envelope buttoned 
up, and the energy performance 
of the entire school improved 
with new, efficient lighting fix
tures and heating controls. "Gill 
is going Green!" she exclaimed. 

As pait of that, new raised 
beds ai·e being planned for the 
front of the elementaiy school, to 
grow vegetable snacks for the 
students, Adams said. 

Ekstrom repo1ted that the high 
school's successful greenhouse 
program will soon be replicated 
with new, 12 foot by 18 foot 
greenhouses at Gill and 
Montague Elementary. 

An ice cream social is planned 
for Adams to meet with pai·ents 
and students at Gill Elementaiy 
at 5:30 pm. on August 30th. 

With Donna Fitzpatrick 
unable to attend, middle school 
assistant principal Kim Heam 
repo1ted the upper school has 
also been busy hiring new staff, 
including a French and Latin 
teacher at the high school, where 

relationships among the various 
parties, sta1t fresh with a new 
superintendent and administra
tion, and take advantage of the 
help being offered by the state, 
assistance that is available to the 
district only because it is in 
Level 4 status. 

Foisy urged the audience to 
celebrate their successes, like the 
fact that Montague Elementary 
is now a Commendation School, 
having made improvements at 
all levels, ex1tlllg Needs 
Improvement status and na1rnw
ing the proficiency gap signifi
cantly. This provides the district 
an example, she said, of what 
can happen when educators 
work together to achieve a spe
cific goal of educational 
improvement. 

Karl Dziura, president of the 
Gill-Montague Education 
Association, said he felt the state 
hasn't grappled with the effect of 
school choice on small school 
districts like Gill-Montague. He 
asked Foisy if the DESE would 
consider making a provisional 
designation after one year that 
the district is on track to get out 
of Level 4 status, with the under
standing that it needs to be sus
tained. Foisy said she hadn't 
thought of this before, but said it 
was a good idea which she 
would bring back to the com-

August 25, 2011 

advanced placement courses ai·e 
being expanded. 

A meet and greet is planned at 
the middle school for pai·ents and 
students at 8 a.m. to 9 am. on 
Wednesday the 31st. 

She said, preliminaiy MCAS 
data looks really positive," for 
the upper school. ''No one was in 
the warning catego1y," for 
English Language Arts, and for 
math, "67 students in 10th grade 
took the MCAS, and 32% were 
ranked advanced, 33% profi
cient. I thought that was ve1y 
good." 

The middle school also 
showed steady gains in both 
English and Math in the preliini
naiy data, Heam said. 

Despite these glowing indica
tors of test score improvements, 
Ekstrom said she had heard from 
the Depaitment of Elementaiy 
and Secondaiy Education that the 
district has not made sufficient 
progress on spring 2011 MCAS 
scores to move up from the base
line status by which future dis
trict achievement will be judged. 

see G-M page 18 

missioner. 
Nadine Ekstrom invited 

Foisy to stay for her presentation 
of the AIP but she said she had a 
long drive back to Boston. 

Earlier in the meeting, Deb 
Moiles and Bob Gass, consult
ants from the Massachusetts 
Association of School 
Committees, tasked with provid
ing professional development 
workshops for the Gill
Montague school committee 
reported the results of the self
evaluation survey committee 
members filled out. Several 
members disagreed with the 
results. 

The workshops will consti
tute another piece of the process 
of state support for district 
improvement. Two, three hour 
workshops will be scheduled as 
soon as possible for the school 
committee. They are titled, 
Development of Operating 
Protocols: Session 1: Working in 
Partnership with the 
Superintendent and 
Development of Operating 
Protocols: Session 2: Designing 
behavioral no1ms for doing the 
business of the committee. 
Topics for futther professional 
development will be determined 
after the completion of

1
_ 

these workshops. ii 
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JAPAN from page 1 
in Tokyo. Her early mairied life 
was spent in New Jersey with two 
babies while her husband taught 
at Princeton. Now, her home is in 
Japan, just south of Tokyo, where 
she lives with her extended fami
ly. 

Beautiful images of family life 
and traditional Japanese customs 
glowed from the screen as Iida 
spoke of her journey as an honors 
student at Pioneer Valley 
Regional School to her present 
life as the wife of a Japanese uni
versity professor in Tokyo. She 
shared views of iconic Mount 
Fuji ( on clear days, when the 
snow-capped mountain could be 
seen), photos of pink cheny blos
soms, shrines, Buddhist temples, 
and the people - Iida' s students at 
the Rainbow Phonics school 
which she began, her :friends, her 
chilch·en and the unifoims they 
wore once they began private 
school at junior high school age -
pictures of her new life that 
emaptured her fellow 1980 grad
uates, retired staff, and the :friends 
and family members present. 

Do you want your child to be 
bi-cultural as well as bilingual? 
Iida and her husband did, so they 
took a year away from Princeton 
when their son, Clayton, then 3, 
and their daughter, Ellen, then 1, 
seemed most apt to benefit from 
the experience. They lived with 
their in-laws in Hadano City in 

PLANNED from page 10 

uct; in fact the New York Times 
rejected a shipment for fear that it 
would not hold up to the printing 
process. 

The Great Hall of the 
Discoveiy Center where the talk 
took place was Montague Paper's 
former machine shop. 
uct; in fact the New York Times 
rejected a shipment for fear that it 
would not hold up to the printing 
process. 

The Great Hall of the 
Discoveiy Center where the talk 
took place was Montague Paper's 
former machine shop. 

The Keith Paper Mill, built 
between 1871 and 1873, now 
called the Sti·athmore Mill, was 
built by mill owner John Keith, 
who moved up from Holyoke. 
The site encompassed 11 build
ings, and burned down in 1877. 
Showing dedication to the work
ers and the community, Keith 
rebuilt the mill in spite of the eco
nomic recession gripping the 
country in those yeai·s. 

In 18 72, the suspension bridge 
to Greenfield was built to help 
get workers to the factories, fol
lowed in 1878 by the suspension 
bridge to Gill. 

A brief resurgence of econom
ic growth in 1879 spuITed the 
development of the Turners Falls 
Paper Company, located where 
the Housing Authority is located 
now, and the Griswold Cotton 

the prefecture of Kanagawa, in a 
multi-generational home which is 
not at all unusual in Japan. For 
the children and perhaps the 
mother as well, total immersion 
in the Japanese language was not 
easy. It was a place of beauty 
however, one that Iida would 
come to love and know as 
home.While raising her young 
family, Iida volunteered to work 
at various nurseiy schools, help
ing the staff and suppoiting her 
young chilch·en in a foreign envi
ronment. Her volunteering led to 
her own career of teaching. She 
clearly loves children, as some of 
her projected pictures, arranged 
as though in a family photo 
album, revealed. She learned 
Japanese and the three alphabets 
that are used in Japan, and her 
chilch·en grew up knowing their 
"Mama" and "Papa," as her hus
band's parents ai·e known. 

Open to the public, Iida's talk 
inevitably turned to less pleasant 
topics as she approached the 
present. Iida cleai·ly wanted to 
dwell on the loveliness of 
Japanese society, but she had 
forewarned her audience that she 
would inform them of what it was 
like to have been living in her 
adopted countiy on 3/11, the date 
the earthquake and tsunami 
st111ck the n01theast coast. 

On Japanese television that 
afternoon, images of billowing 
black smoke emanating from the 

Mill, (whose cmmbling remains 
are now known as the Railroad 
Salvage building.) 

The cotton mill took five years 
to build and was one of the most 
modem in the world. Workers 
were recmited from Quebec to 
work at this mill. French 
Canadian workers were consid
ered ti·actable, industi'ious and 
stable, and they tended to have 
large families to help supply the 
many child workers in the mill. 
Abbondanzio said mill owners 
considered French Canadians a 
good counterweight to the Irish, 
who tended to organize unions 
and go on strike. 

By 1880, there were five good 
sized mills in town providing 
1500 jobs and producing $1.4 
million in manufactured goods 
annually. 

The Esleeck Company (now 
Southworth), was added to the 
line up along the power canal in 
1895. This is the only one of the 
original mills that remains in pro
duction today. 

The population of Turners 
rose steadily. By 1900 the town 
population had risen to 6,000 - a 
diverse community of immi
grants. About 40% of these were 
French Canadians, 20% Irish, 
18% Geiman, followed by 
English, Bohemian cutle1y work
ers, and others. Abbondanzio 
said, regretfolly, the Italians 
never made much of a dent in the 
melting pot in Turners. 
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Daiichi nuclear plant in 
Fukushima were seen. 
Authorities were asked if there 
had been an explosion, and all 
they would say was, "There was 
a noise like a big boom." Was 
there a hych·ogen explosion? 
"There was a noise like a big 
boom." In actuality, there had 
been three hych·ogen explosions 
soon after the eaithquake, and as 
the foel rods lost their cooling 
water, the unthinkable happened. 
Meltdown! 

Even English-only speaking 
people, watching events unfold in 
Tokyo, knew they were not being 
given coITect infoimation. As for 
Iida, "It was disconcerting. It was 
worse than disconceiting." She 
was at her school, waiting for her 
students. There was no way to 
communicate with them with the 
cell phone se1vice jammed and 
land lines down. She could not 
call her husband, who ended up 
staying the night at the university. 
She could not contact either of 
her chilch·en, who also spent the 
night elsewhere. And for the mil
lions who were at work that after
noon, it was the beginning of a 
desperate attempt to get home, to 
reconnect with loved ones, to 
take stock of their lives in a Japan 
that would be without foll power 
for many months to come. 

Japan is a land of eaithquakes. 
Regular drills are practice ses
sions for the next ones, and the 

Abbondanzio took his audi
ence on a lively viitual tour of 
downtown Turners Falls as it 
developed along the 100 foot 
wide, tree-lined Avenue A and 
its bustling side streets and ethnic 
neighborhoods. An electi'ic ti·ol
ley was first proposed in 1888, 
and ran until 1936. The Crocker 
Bank was established in 1869, 
despite Greenfield legislators dis
puting its charter. Most of the 
commercial blocks on the 
A venue were built dw'ing the 
decade of the 1870s, dw'ing the 
height of the national recession. 

In 1874, Frederick and Mai'ie 
Colle built and gave their name to 
a 1000 seat opera house. In 1886, 
electI'ic lights were installed on 
the A venue, shortly after they 
were introduced in New York 
City. 

Agitating against the annual 
incursions of thirsty loggers were 
an active contingent of teeto
talers, who railed against the pro
liferation of taverns like the 
Jacobus Brothers' on 2nd Sti·eet 
and the American House, conve
niently located next door to the 
police station on 4th. Effoits were 
mounted to perstiade the select
board to deny licenses for these 
establishments, and to get town 
meeting to back prohibition, or to 
pass a statewide referendum ban
ning the sale of alcohol in 1889. 
Montague Center voted favor
ably on the ballot measure; 
Twners turned it down. Alcohol 

general lack of panic reflected the 
readiness of the public for every
thing but the thing that is still 
happening - the widespread 
release of radioactivity from the 
damaged nuclear foel, the invisi
ble effects of multiple rea.ctor 
meltdowns. 

Pictures depict the dest111ction 
due to the quake and aftershocks, 
the tsunami waves, and the many 
fires. Oil refinery fires burned for 
two to three days. Debris in mud 
left behind by the tsunami filled 
buildings and covered the land 
for miles. One reaction that made 
Iida proud was when U.S. mili
taiy troops from a nearby base 
went into Sendai and helped to 
reopen an airpoit covered with 
muck and debris, allowing rescue 
teams to enter the stricken area. 
Yet rescue efforts were hampered 
at eveiy tum when roads were 
found to be impassable. And 
always the question, "What about 
the radioactivity?" 

Faimers felt the economic 
effects first when they were 
ordered to "cull" (meaning "kill") 
their herds. Milk from the ai·ea 
closest to the stricken nuclear 
reactors was destroyed. With no 
income, no hope, no way of sav
ing their animals, many faimers 
have committed suicide. Faced 
with heavy debt ("deep debt" 
from which there is no recovery), 
many others are choosing this 
"honorable" way out. Iida's 

continued to foe! debates on town 
meeting floor (and on baIToom 
floors) in Montague down to the 
present centuiy. 

Abbondanzio swore to the 
veracity of a tall tale about heavy
weight champion John L. 
Sullivan visiting the Amei'ican 
House one day and challenging 
any man in the house to a fight. A 
logger at the bai· complied, and 
knocked Sullivan out cold. When 
he learned the name of his oppo
nent, it's said the logger high
tailed it out of there. 

Cecil T. Bagnell, legendaiy 
editor of the Turners Falls 
Reporter, once inveighed in an 
editoi'ial against a move by the 
teetotalers to deny pe1mission for 
a Geiman 4th of July picnic to 
serve beer. Bagnell said a 
Geiman 4th of July picnic with
out beer would be like ''the play 
of Hamlet with Hamlet left out." 

Abbondanzio presented maps 
based on old census data showing 
where the different ethnic neigh
borhoods were located. Germans 
lived in the neighborhood around 
2nd and 3rd Sti·eet, pait of L, and 
4th. The French Canadians were 
centered around Ste. Anne's 
church and parish school. The 
Irish lived in the South End, 
dubbed the Patch (shoit for a 
Patch of Ireland). The Poles came 
later, and pretty much took over 
the Patch when all was said and 
done. The Yankees were up on 
the Hill, on sti·eets like Prospect 
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blog, "Kanagawa Notebook", 
(notesfromhadano.wordpress.co 
m) tells their stories with great 
feeling. Reading blogs is the best 
way to find out what is really 
happening in Japan today. 

The audience sat in the quiet 
auditorium at Pioneer Valley 
Regional School in stunned 
silence as Iida finished her talk 
and slide presentation. She 
offered the oppoitunity to ask 
questions, yet there was nothing 
but silence. Finally, with her 
indomitable sense of humor, she 
said that any and all questions 
were OK, but silence was not! In 
her blog, she quoted Yabuki Shin 
who said, " .. .if we remain silent 
about the present 
sihiation ... we're likely to 
become an international laughing 
stock, known only as the docile 
Japanese. People of Japan (he 
implored) it's time to take a 
stand!" 

As surely as the ground shifts 
under the force of an earthquake, 
the culture of Japan is undergoing 
a shift in its ti·aditional acquies
cence of official pronounce
ments. Protests are now occur
ring in Tokyo and elsewhere, 
and, as Iida said in response to a 
question that finally came about 
how life has changed since the 
triple disaster of 3/11, "It's now 
cool to speak up in Japan!" 

II 
and High, looking down on the 
millworkers below them. Many 
social, ctilh1ral and religious 
institutions kept these neighbor
hoods cohesive for years, along 
with small neighborhood schools. 

It will be interesting to see 
how the patterns of assimilation 
and culhrral integrity repeat 
themselves with the recent immi
grants to Turners, which has late
ly seen an influx of Spanish 
speakers from southern Mexico 
and Gtiatemala. 

Abbondanzio spoke only 
bi'iefly about the third phase of 
development in Turners - the 
advent of hych·oelectricity. The 
first hych·o generating station 
came on line between 1904 -
1907, with seven small generat
ing units. It ran until the 1970s, 
and was then taken out of service 
before coming back online in 
1982 with five units. 

From 1913 - 1916 the dam 
was rebuilt and the power canal 
was expanded and extended to 
Cabot Station. Fifteen hunch·ed 
workers pitched in on this proj
ect. Cabot Station came on line in 
1916 with six hych·o units and a 
station capacity of 52 megawatts. 
Following a sei'ies of unit over
hauls the station improved tur
bine efficiency in the early 2000s 
and increased the station output 
to 61.8 megawatts. Both stations 
continue to operate today, help
ing Power Town contin-
ue to live up to its name. II 
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MONTAGUE from page 7 

significant. "It is one of the top 
ten endangered historic sites in 
the state. Montague has just 
begun to aggressively market 
the mill to developers as a 
potential major economic 
engine for the downtown. We 
think public art will help to 
attract attention to the site, 
both nationally and interna
tionally. 

Davol added, "We hope to 
get permission to include the 
concrete silo (remaining from 
the former Indeck co-genera
tion coal plant) in the design-

WMECO from page 1 
Construction, the contractor 
responsible for the work, said 
the trucks will be running 130 
trips a week up North Leverett 
Road, from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
canying wooden mats made 
from sawn timbers joined by 
threaded rods. 

The mats will have been 
shipped by rail and freight to 
Westfield from Ma1yland and 
Michigan. They will be eight 
inches thick, four feet wide, 
and sixteen feet long. Before 
the staging work is complete, 
10,500 of these mats will be 
trucked up North Leverett 
Road in 520 separate trips to 
the work site. 

Bruffee said the plan is to 
crisscross the wooden mats in 
sufficient depth to create ele
vated work platforms above the 
level of the beaver lake, plat
forms sturdy enough to support 
drilling rigs, cranes, and other 
heavy equipment. 

The power company plans 
to remove eight wooden pylons 
whose bases have been partial
ly submerged in lake water 
since the beavers dammed 
Williams Brook 30 years ago 
or so. Those wooden pylons 
will be replaced by metal tow-

build for the site. For one 
thing, it's an interesting struc
ture. For another thing, all the 
workers for the old cutlery mill 
that once occupied that site 
were recruited from Ge1many 
and Bohemia, so that will be of 
interest to our European Union 
partners. 

Davol is recently returned 
from a tour of the industrial 
city of Hamburg as part of the 
Riverscaping project. 

She said, "The beauty of 
this project is we won't know 
the nahll'e of the public art 
until we get submissions. 
We're looking for the most 

ers that will stand from 90 to 
150 feet tall on concrete foun
dations, two in the lake and 
two on each side, carrying the 
345 volt power lines. All this 
work will be done without 
draining the lake, or unduly 
disturbing the active lodge of 
beavers still living and work
ing there, Bruffee said. 

The neighbors along North 
Leverett Road want to make 
sure the utility company takes 
as much care with their old 
homes as it intends to take with 
the beavers. 

Nancy Emond said, "Our 
houses are old. They are all 
from the 1800s, on field stone 
foundations, all built very 
close to the road. When a truck 
goes by, you feel it. The whole 
house shakes." 

Other neighbors talked 
about the danger to pedestrians 
walking dogs, children riding 
bikes or waiting for the school 
bus on the curving, narrow 
road. One resident said, "I 
watched a moderate sized 
dump truck come up the road 
today. When they come around 
the comer and past the church 
and see that hill, they'll accel
erate. The weight of that will 
be distributed all around the 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE lEVERETT POLICE LOG 
Accident, Assist Other Police, Break In 

Monday, 7 /25 arrest and booking of a and ent.ering into a Long 
4:45 p.m. Officer sent to juvenile on a Child In Plain Road residence. 
Bull Hill Road for a single Need of Services warrant. Change jug and necklace 
motor vehicle accident. Tuesday, 8/2 stolen. Under 
Driver swerved to avoid 5: IO p.m. Officer sent to Investigation. 
an animal and struck util- the Leverett Elementary Friday, 8/5 
ity pole. No injuries, vehi- School for a fue alarm 2:20 p.m. Officer sent to 
cle towed to Rau's. sounding. Leverett Fire a Laurel Hill residence for 
Tuesday, 7 /26 on scene. No problem. an alarm sounding. 
8:25 p.m. Officer assist.ed 6:10 pm. Officer took a Malfonction, officer 
Shutesbury police with report of a past breaking cleared. 
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interesting thing that will have 
the biggest impact. Architects 
and artists on the Riverscaping 
committee will vouch for the 
feasibility and artistic integri
ty of whatever submission gets 
chosen." Montague building 
inspector David Jensen serves 
on that committee, Davol 
added. 

While the selectboard did 
agree to endorse the concept of 
using the building along the 
canal for public art, Fairbrother 
noted the board reserved the 
right to approve the art before 
it is installed. 

Pat Allen described the use 

houses there." 
After hearing the neighbors' 

concerns, Lagoy promised to 
keep a fleet of pacer cars, at 
WMECo's expense, ready to 
meet the trailer trucks at the 
intersection of Route 63 and 
North Leverett Road, to lead 
them up to the utility's right of 
way gate, across from the Plain 
View Cemete1y, at 30 m.p h. 
Lagoy said the pacer cars 
would also lead each truck 
back down to the intersection. 
The pacer car drivers' only 
concern, Lagoy said, would be 
to make sure the trucks obeyed 
the speed limit. 

"That's the only way I know 
how to do it," said Lagoy. 

This offer was met with a 
chorus of "Bravos!" and "Do 
it!" from neighbors assembled 
in the meeting room. 

"I think that is an admirable 
solution," said Gordon 
Fretwell. 

The selectboard will hold a 
follow up meeting to review 
the implementation of the 
agreement in the second week 
of September. II 
GILL from page 7 
al stimulus funds), plus $4,250 in 
one-time rebates from WMECO. 

The QECB, which is being 
purchased by Gre.enfield Co
operative Bank, is a tax credit 
bond, which means that most of 
the bank's "revenue" on the bond 
comes from ARRA/Stimulus
funded income tax credits issued 
by the IRS. In addition, the town 
will pay the bank 1.15% interest 
over the 16-year life of the bond. 

Repayment of the bond will 
come from guarenteed energy 
savings that result from a more 

of the building as "wonderful" 
noting that at the moment, "we 
don't even like to think of it" 
but that using it in a creative 
way would mean something to 
community. 

Geoffrey Rogers of the 
Hampshire Council of 
Governments Hampshire 
Power program presented a 
new contract to the selectboard 
and explained that the town's 
cunent electricity plan will no 
longer be offered. The town 
has been on a profit sharing 
plan with Hampshire Power, 
and has realized a $25,000 
rebate over time from that pro
gram. 

"We share the profits," 
Rogers said, "but not the risk." 

The new plan will be based 
on real time electricity rates, 
with their ups and downs. 
Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said the town 
would have made ( or saved) 
twice as much if they had gone 
with a real time plan with 
Hampshire Power originally. 

The selectboard accepted 
the proposed contract for 
review, but tabled discussion 
of it until each of the members 
had a chance to review it. 

In other news, wastewater 
treatment supervisor Bob 
Trombley submitted the sewer 
rates for the fiscal year 2012. 
The rates remained the same 
as last year - a feat made pos
sible by a 5% decrease in the 
budget of the WPCF. 

"I think everyone will be 
pleased," said board member 
Chris Boutwell, "that we're 
keeping the fees down in these 
tough economic times." 

The 5th Street Bridge over 
the canal will be closed from 
September 11th through 

efficient boiler, more efficient 
lighting, and better temperature 
controls throughout the school 
building. 

The selectboard voted unani
mously to proceed with the sale 
of the QECB to Greenfield Co
operative Bank, and then worked 
their way through signing their 
names 16 times on the multiple 
copies of fotll' different docu
ments. 

Selectboard members 
expressed their thanks to admin
istrative assistant Ray Purington 
and treasurer Ronnie Lachance 
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September 19th while the canal 
is drained for annual repair and 
maintenance. The bridge will 
be repaired at the same time, in 
order to once again allow truck 
traffic over the short span 
between Canal Street and the 
island, connecting with the 
White Bridge to Greenfield. 

The work will be done by 
SPS, contracted by the Mass 
Department of Transportation, 
and the bridge will be made to 
withstand the weight of heavier 
trucks, allowing the passage of 
shipping vehicles as well as 
emergency vehicles. 

The Saint Stanislaus Society 
is h1ming 100! In celebration, 
the society will have a dinner 
and outdoor party on 
September 17th. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio and health board 
chair Gina McNeely met with 
representatives of the federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and state Depa1tment 
of Environmental Protection to 
discuss the issue of idling 
trains in Millers Falls. 
Abbondanzio reported the 
meeting was productive and 
that a follow-up meeting will 
be scheduled for late 
September with representatives 
from those agencies and repre
sentatives from the railroad 
and the Federal Railroad 
Administration. 

The selectboard appointed 
Robert Obear as a representa
tive to the Franklin County 
Regional Council of 
Governments planning board. 

The next regularly sched
uled selectboard meeting will 
take place on Monday, August 
29th at 7:00 p.m. at town hall. 

II 
for their perseverance in finding 
and negotiating an excellent 
financ~g package for II■• 
the proJect. ll_!lj 

Demars Fundraiser 
A fundraiser for the family of 
Sergeant Chris Demars, 
severely wotmded on May 
9th in Afghanistan, will be 
held on Sunday, September 
4th starting at 3:00 p.m., at 
the Schuetzen Verein. Tickets 
are available from Schuetzen 
Verein members. More info 
at: fortiscorvus@gmail.com . 
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Castles ,n :Poland 
ymmg woman from Texas gave 
me a big hug when she fotmd me. 
I explamed that I scattered some 
of Debbie's ashes at each castle 
we visited. Later we discovered 
that the castle where we were 
staYlllg has a "lady ill white" who 
materializes from tune to tune. 
Perhaps, now, there will be two, 
I said. 

progress of a Stone Age village. 
Altifacts and replicas of the vil
lage were on display. As we 
know, Native Americans were 
not the only people to fashion 
arrowheads, htmt game with 
bows and arrows, or fire eaithen
ware. 

BY JOSEPHA. PARZYCH 
GILL - My recent trip to Poland 
was not my first. Twenty-one 
years ago, my daughter Deborah 
took me there. 

She was my first born. At the 
hospital she was an angelic baby, 
but began howling as soon as we 
crossed the threshold of our 
house. I took the baby from my 
wife, who was exhausted from 
the ordeal of giving buth and her 
first encounter with a baby, and a 
howling one at that. I took the 
howling monster from my wife 
and she went off to bed. I gently 
bounced Debbie and sang a lulla
by. We bonded instantly. She 
stopped crying almost unmedi
ately and promptly went to sleep. 
Later, when she was older, I took 
our kids to visit the No1thfield 
Chateau. She fell ill love with it 
and was hooked on castles from 
that day forward. 

On our trip to Poland, she had 
six castles listed on our itlllerary. 
Unfortunately, her husband came 
along too. He had no lllterest ill 
castles, insisted on driving as fast 
as possible to rack up as many 
miles as he could each day. We 
largely saw the roadside 
whizzing by, and only caught a 
glimpse of a castle ill the distance 
on our last day, as he baiTeled off 
to the airpo1t for our flight home. 

"Don't wony, Dad," Debbie 
said. "We'll visit the castles next 
tune." 

But there was no next time for 
Debbie. She had a reaction to 
chemotherapy when she was 
belllg treated for breast cancer, 
and doctors temporarily put her 

SIIlLOH see page 1 
lllg an old one!" 

The mystery of Pettison is that 
no one ever sees her come or go 
from any reenactment event. 
Some suspect she is a ghost who 
reappears dtirlllg the reenact
ments at Gettysberg and other 
such events. Hoyle's rivetlllg 
portrayal of Pettison ce1tamly 
suggests an apparition, and there 
is anticipato1y wonder through
out the play. Pettison's sidekick, 
Lucy Gale Scruggs (Tllla 
Padgett), stands ill awe and not a 
little fear of Pettison. 

Meanwhile, the northern 
nurses (Sue Tracy and Lily 
Kaufman) must press on through 
the hell of tendlllg the wounded. 
For them, "Action is [the] only 
relief," as they move among the 
fields of wotmded, dead, and 
dylllg, bringlllg the sufferers 
water and tendlllg their wounds, 
as each side soldiers on, believ
lllg righteousness guides them to 
victory. 

"I'm not fightlllg for any 
cause; I'm fightlllg for the rest
rooms!" stonns Ranger Wilson 
as word comes from the Visitor's 

on a ventilator. Her husband, 
who had power of attorney, 
insisted that doctors shut off the 
ventilator. I held Debbie and 
sang her childhood lullaby to her 

The prehistoric Poles also 
constructed long houses, cen-

The Konik (small horse), bred back to their prehistoric traits, lives at Biskupin, an archaeokJgical re.rervation 
in the southeastern LJtSation region of Poland. The discovery of the excellent state of preservation of wooden 

material comprising a la1lf ear!J settlement of the Iron Age caused a sen.ration. Remains from the Stone and 
Bronze ages were also found at the site. The men picture are part of the ongoing archaeokJgical dig. 

as she stmggled to draw her last On a visit to the buthplace of turies before Native Americans, 
few breaths. She was 47. Copernicus we discovered he but with pitched roofs. Their 

When I heard about a tour of had not only deterillllled the houses were thatched with reeds, 
Poland that would be visitmg world was rotmd, but had quite tmlike the long hoop houses the 
castles, I signed up. We not only accurately calculated its circum- Algonqum Indians built. It seems 
visited castles, but stayed m ference. He was not popular with as though these early people 
them, too. the pope who was a confnmed commtmicated over the globe by 

One evenmg, when I slipped "flatlander." With Heaven up some magical means to exchange 
away to scatter some of Debbie's above and Hell down below, any mfo1mation on how to fn·e pot
ashes, I returned to find people fool would know a rotmd earth tery, assemble stone axes, con
from the group worried, out made no sense at all. duct farrnmg, fashion fish hooks, 
seai·chmg the grotmds for me. A We also visited a dig m airnw heads and spear pomts, 

Center that the reenactors have 
blocked all roads ill the park, 
strandlllg the irmocent, modem
day park-goers. 

The reenactment battle 
changes people. Nurse Clara 
May Abbott (Tracy) who at the 
play's begirmmg is as stoic and 
deterrnmed as her role model, 
Civil Wai· nurse and Red Cross 
fotmder Clara Ba1ton, grows 
war-wea1y and disoriented from 
all the blood and the heat of the 
day. 

Her nurse-in-trallling 
(Kaufman) takes up the cause 
and turns a triumphant comer m 
the climax of the action. "The 
angel of Alltietam lives on." 

When the reenactment is all 
over, a hush falls over the battle
field littered with bodies. "So 
quiet, you can heai· the birds, or 
somethlllg," reflects Ranger 
Wilson. Unlike real war, a reen
actment ends with all attendees 
alive. Alld with an official call, 
"Restmect!" the men beglll to 
get up and walk away through 
the imagmed, historic fields. 

"How can you not take 
sides?" asks Ranger Wilson. She 

asks this of Widow Beckwith 
(Jen Wall), a Mother Courage
type chai·acter, who does what 
any smvivor does: stay alive by 
any means possible, even if it 
means betraymg her ideals. 

Out m nature, m the open, 
people can often feel defense
less. The outdoor venue tmder
scores this feellllg of vulnerabili
ty, highlightmg the reenactors' 
sweat and moans, the sweltering 
heat, bugs, disease, improper 
medical care and U1sufficient 
tmderstandmg of how best to 
treat the wotmded. Heartbreak 
does not beglll to describe the 
confosion, defeat, elation, death, 
adrenalllle, and loss that accom
panies such conflicts. In Shiloh, 
there are no mies. 

Cecilia Pettison obse1ves the 
final restlllg places of the 
tmknown soldiers long after 
other reenactors have changed 
back mto modem clothlllg. Her 
strides are palled yet confident. 
She walks and polllts to mdivid
ual graves, "Richard, Allthony, 
Nathaniel, John. Someone 
named you once; I name you 
agam." 

"Shiloh" means "peacefol." 
The Tennessee battle site is 
named for the Methodist church 
that stood there at the time, but 
did not smvive the battle. A 
reconstmction of the church was 
built m 2003 and is pait of the 
national forest that encompasses 
the battlegrotmd. 

Some of the biggest figures of 
the Civil Wai· - Grant, She1man, 
Johnston, Bragg, Beauregard, 
Buell - all fought at bloody 
Shiloh. 

Accordmg to one often quot
ed Union veteran, ''No soldier 
who took pa1t m the two day's 
engagement at Shiloh ever 
spoiled for a fight agalll. We 
wanted a square, stand-up fight 
[ and] got all we wanted of it." 

The battle ended with the 
withdrawal of Confederate 
troops, but it was hardly a Union 
victo1y. The Federals had lost 
over 13,000 men; the 
Confederates, more than 10,000. 

In this time of drone attacks 
and entirely different kinds of 
wai·, it is tln'illing to be catapult
ed back ill time to a day when 
men waited to see the whites of 
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and replicate much of what other 
primitive people were domg m 
other fai· away parts of the world. 

The Polish Stone Age people 
engaged m faimmg as well as 
htmtmg and gathe11ng. But the 
Stone Age Poles had horses, 
eai·ly on - short legged horses 
with stocky bodies, thick necks 
and a black dorsal stripe along 
the backbone. They are blue dtm 
colored and semi feral. Native 
Ame11cans did not have horses 
tmtil the Spanish Conquistadores 
brought them to the New World. 

Poland established several 
breeds of horses for 11dlllg, driv
mg, as draft animals and wai· 
horses. The Swedish U1vasion 
during the 17th century depleted 
the stock of Polish horses. 
Dtn1ng WWII, the Ge1mans took 
most of Poland's horses to 
Ge1many to use for transp01tmg 
goods or to slaughter for human 
consumption. After the war 
ended, the Germans rehirned 
some of the few remallllllg hors
es as pait of the conditions of stn·
render. Stocks ofvaifous breeds, 
stich as AI·abians, were rebuilt. 
Semi-wild Konik horses, or 
Koniki (pl.) now roam state 
forests and prese1ves. Poland, 
which is about the size of New 
Mexico, is now the world's sec
ond Iai·gest breeder of Arabian 
horses, next to the United States, 
which is first. 

Debbie would have loved a 
second trip to Poland. She was a 
ray of stmshme and I sorely miss 
her. Seelllg the castles and sleep
mg m them somehow eased the 
ache m my heait. I hope that she 
can rest easy, now that her ashes 
ai·e scattered ainidst flowers on 
various castle grotmds that they 
might draw nom'ishment and 
bloom more brightly. 

each other's eyes before they 
pulled the nigger. Wasted human 
lives ai·e no less devastatlllg then 
than now. But this show is an 
excellent history lesson, laced 
with pathos, and touch of 
humanity, and, yes, laugh-out
loud humor. 

For captivatmg perfo1mances 
from six remai·kable women and 
a visceral expe11ence to remem
ber, go see Shiloh Rules. Bravo 
to director Jeannme Haas, and 
playwright Doris Baizley, for 
presentlllg a profotmd experi
ence that reflects many aspects 
of the battlefields of our lives. 

Shiloh Rules nms for one 
more weekend on F11day and 
Sahll·day, August 26th and 27th, 
at 7:00 pm., and Stmday, August 
28th at 6:00 p.m. The Three 
Sisters Sanchlaiy is located at 
188A Cape Sn·eet, Route 112, 
Goshen. Foldlllg chairs ai·e rec
ommended, as well as bug spray. 
For ticket rese1vations and mfor
mation on this and other upcom
mg Pauline Productions events, 
go to www.paullllelive.com, or 
call 413-268-3850. 

Enjoy the show! II 
LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
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West Along the River 
flowers without my ears ring
ing with the scream of steel in 
wood. 

The hammer, the nails, the 
saw, the pause between efforts. 
Nothing comes between you 
and your work but cadenced 
muscle power, silence between 
strokes. 

BY DAVID BRULE 
MILLERS FALLS - A few 
weeks back, this being the 
month of August, it was high 
time to repair the back porch. 

It is an open affair, there 
being no roof on this sort of a 
deck, and some of the floor 
boards were getting punky, 
pushing up mushrooms, getting 
along into rotting and such. 
And although the resident chip
munks, Hoover and No-Tail 
Ryan, used that state of affairs 
to their advantage, peering 
through the worn boards up 
periscope, and diving under at 
the slightest movement, nails 
had worked their way through 
the punky pa1ts and some of the 
12-footers needed replacing. 

Now, as with many aspects 
of this old house, I approach 
any tampering with the spirits 
here with great caution, rever
ence and even reluctance. So it 
takes me a long time to get 
around to doing things here. 

The current edition of the 
back porch, which some would 
call a deck, although our ver
sion doesn't quite aspire to that 
designation, was the work and 
creation of my father, his pal 
Babe Fritz, and me, back in the 
80s. I've told you before about 
our man Babe and his enigmat
ic carpentry ways. A man of 
few words, dty wisecracks, and 
intensity. You never wanted to 
tell Babe about your projects 
too far in advance for he was an 
early riser, and he'd be at the 
front door by 5:30, 6 o'clock 
ready to get sta1ted if you didn't 
watch out! So, tampering with 
his work done years ago, even 
repairing his handiwork, had to 
be approached with respect. 

Tmth to tell, this house does 
have a front porch built by 
great-grandfather Judah before 
the turn of the last cenhuy. 
That porch, though, is on the 
n01th side, always out of the 
Still, which suited folks in the 
1880s who wanted to sit in the 
shade, rock back and forth, 
drink lemonade and watch the 

neighbors across the street. 
Back then, they called it the 

'piazza'. As in "Abe's out front 
on the piazza." Sure enough, 
most times when we grandchil
dt·en showed up down here on 
the Flat, grandfather Abe would 
be out on the piazza in his 
homemade Adirondack chair, 
smoking his pipe, drinking 
luke-warm Nanagansett, and 

First thing we did in moving 
in after Abe was to build a back 
porch. So the first edition of the 
porch came about in 1974, 
when we needed a dty place to 
sit outdoors, a place for dog and 
boy to play in the sunshine, a 
surface above the dew-damp 
grass, where we could live just 
outside the kitchen whenever 
we wanted. After all, this is 

Yellow-throated Warbler.r. Illustrated by Louis Agassiz Fuertes 

occasionally spitting over the 
railing. 

Many the pleasant hour 
Cousin Tom and I spent there 
while Abe told stories, tall tales 
and lies mostly, to see if we 
were paying attention. Our first 
taste of beer came in those 
days, but between the flat 
'Gansett and the wicked home 
brew he concocted down cellar, 
we were cured from wanting 
the beer for a few more years, 
until our taste buds began 
yearning for it. 

That piazza is still here, held 
together with 19th centmy 
workmanship and countless 
coats of paint. But on the south 
side of the house, just outside 
the kitchen door, there was 
nothing but some steps and a 
small spread of cinders on the 
edge of the grass. 

what we left Paris for back then 
- we needed our outdoor cafe 
tenace, a promenade deck, an 
observation post from which to 
watch birds, daydt·eam, play, 
and lie on our backs to look at 
the sky. 

That first edition of a porch 
came mostly from materials 
salvaged from the Millers Falls 
Tool Co., where Abe worked. 
He was an expert at hoarding 
things, and had filled the cellar 
with box boards he had sal
vaged from the shop, along 
with paint brushes, screw
dt·ivers, wood chisels and all. 
Enough to last two lifetimes or 
more. 

Don't know what he had in 
mind, but those boards were 
perfect for a porch. Fomteen 
and sixteen foot boards came 
up and out to the light of day. 

Abe had saved all the nails 
from those boxes too, so we 
had buckets of them to use 
without going to the hardware 
store. 

Walter Carlisle, my parents' 
neighbor, provided some dis
carded telephone poles for the 
posts and underpinnings. Soon 
we secured a good number of 
2x4s from Rugg Lumber, put 
Abe's boards and nails to good 
use, and we had ourselves a 
deck. 

Of course, after a number of 
years, that makeshift deck was 
showing age and wear, and 
that's when we put in the sec
ond edition of the porch. And 
now that edition is showing its 
age too, but replacing a board 
here and there won't be too 
hard. 

I do have to rummage 
around for the tools however, 
since tools like to get up and 
change places on you when 
you're not looking. I've only 
got hand tools to use; that's all 
I want really. They are all hand
me-downs and require no elec
tricity, leave no carbon foot
print, no nuclear fuel-generated 
energy. 

Having no need to rush, 
work fast nor move on to 
another building project, I can 
appreciate and enjoy direct 
contact with the wood, the 
direct contact with my work. I 
hear no shrill whine of an elec
tric skill saw, no mechanical 
repetitive firing of a compres
sor-dt·iven hammer. 

I locate the hand saw, sal
vaged from the Old Camp on 
the Connecticut, before we 
closed it up - it was grandfa
ther Joe's saw, probably 
acquired sometime in the 50s, 
but it still holds a tiue cut in a 
2x4 and needs no sharpening in 
spite of its 60-odd years. The 
back and forth, scree and scraw 
is music and rhythm, it pro
duces fragrant perfume out of 
sawdust, and I can pause to 
hear the catbird in the lilacs, 
watch the yellowthroat in the 

So this day, the tools are 
gathered and laid out on the 
workbench on the back porch. 
That homemade table serves as 
workplace, writing surface, 
choice spot for summer and late 
fall dining tmder the bats and 
the stars, bird feeder in the win
ter. 

The hammer that potmded 
generations of nails for genera
tions of house dwellers here, 
the aforementioned saw, a 
Millers Falls Tool Co. level and 
tape measure, a square and a 
Number 2 pencil all came with 
the house. That's how it is 
when you live in the fainily 
homestead. One time I needed 
an adjustable wrench, and 
something led me to a toolbox 
lurking in a comer of the dirt 
floor cellar. Inside was the 
wrench I needed, left there 50 
Christmases ago by an tmcle 
who abmptly left us on a win
ter's night in darkest December. 
The wrench did its job, and 
back to its spot it went, waiting 
for the next call to use. 

The catbird twitches while 
she watches me set up for my 
simple task. The hummingbirds 
hum, and the tinhom nuthatch 
calls as I move arotmd the job, 
contemplating the angles, 
savoring the thrust of the saw, 
feeling accomplishment at the 
dt·iving of a beautiful nail into a 
new pressure-treated 2x6. 

When we built this edition of 
the porch, there were the three 
of us, back in the 80s. I fmish 
up, alone now. But this repair 
job brings us back full circle, to 
me, replacing boards, getting in 
touch with the old guys, bring
ing them fo1th in the silence 
between the blows of the ham
mer on nail, in the pause 
between the scree and scraw of 
the ancient handsaw. 

"It's good to reach the 
end of a journey, 

But it's the journey that 
matters, in the end. " 

-Ursula Le Guin 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER: you choose. inflates at the touch of a button. 
These devices automatically cal
culate heait rate and check your 
blood pressure. Digital monitors 
can be fitted on the upper ann, 
wrist or finger. Alm devices ai·e 
the most accurate. 

White Coat Hypertension 
The cuff con

sists of an inner 
layer made of 
mbber that fills 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Wh.enever I 
go to the doctor and she takes my 
blood pressure it is a little high. 
Then, at the end of the office visit, 
she takes my pressure again and 
it's normal. Do you ·know what 
causes this? 

What you describe is a com
mon symptom of ''white-coat 

MCTV from page 1 

Span," Mide said of the station's 
mandate to air various town and 
school committee meetings to 
cable subscribers throughout 
Montague, Gill, and part of 
Erving. 

Prior to Montague, Mide 
worked in a similai· capacity at 
Brattleboro Community 
Television. She hails from 
Queens, graduated from the 
Mass. College of Alt and started 
working in public access televi
sion in 1980. 

During her tenure in 
Montague, said Mide, "I worked 
ve1y hard. I wasn't just involved 
in programming. There was a lot 
of production. I could easily say 
that I helped people do every 
local program that was on that 
station. I was hired to put the 
place together and that's what I 
did for five or six years, and then 
they just booted me." 

Proponents of Mide's man
agement style call her a hard 
worker and tough negotiator. 
Detractors claim she's abrasive 
and difficult to work with. Chris 
Sawyer Laucanno of the eight
member CAC said of her skills: 
"Robin was extremely well 
respected for her acumen, out
reach and understanding of how 
TV worked. She worked with 
anyone who wanted to leain to 
film or edit. It's exactly what we 
hoped would happen when the 

hype1tension." 1bis means that 
your blood pressure goes up 
whenever anyone in a white coat 
( or reasonable medical facsimile) 
comes near you. I suffer from 
this myself so I have a visceral 
understanding of the problem. 

In a recent study employing 
24-hour ambulato1y monitoring, 
about a third of patients thought 
to have "resistant hype1tension," 
actually had white-coat hyper
tension. The study was published 
by the American Heart 
Association. 

Resistant hype1tension occurs 
when a patient's blood pressure 
remains above treatment goals, 
despite using three different 
types of diugs at the same time. 

"Ambulatory monitoring 
showed that many of these 

contract was awarded to 
MCTV'' 

Laucanno, a retired MIT pro
fessor, said he heard of Mide's 
job being in jeopardy in July, 
when MCTV board of directors 
chair Anne Harding told him 
there had been "an issue with 
Robin." 

"Anne said that Robin had 
lost her temper with the assistant 
station manager Dean Garvin 
over various issues, including 
his inability to cover the station 
when he was supposed to. The 
version I have is she told him off 
in no tmcertain te1ms." 

The board of directors issued 
Mide a warning letter on July 
19th that put her on probationaiy 
status, after which she went on 
medical leave. She returned to the 
station on August 1st and was 
met by board members Mike 
Langknecht and Brent Eaton. 

"She said she felt somewhat 
ambushed," said Laucanno. 
"She became somewhat emo
tional, and they decided she had 
transgressed the te1ms of the 
warning letter." 

When told of this version of 
events, Langknecht responded, 
"There was disciplinaiy action. I 
wouldn't say it had anything to 
do with her co-worker regai·ding 
station policy. I won't get into 
details except to say she was 
issued a letter of reprimand that 
included a warning. There was 
one action and then a subsequent 

patients' blood pressures were in 
the normal range when they were 
at home or participating in their 
usual activities," said Alejandro 
de la Sierra, M.D., lead author of 
the study. "While those who 
actually had white-coat hyper
tension are not risk free, their 
cardiovascular outcomes are 
much better." 

You can determine if your 
high blood pressure only occurs 
in the doctor's office, or if it's a 
persistent condition that needs 
treatment. All you need is a home 
blood-pressure monitor that you 
can buy in a phannacy. 

All monitors have the same 
basic parts - an inflatable cuff 
or strap, a gauge for readouts, 
and sometimes a stethoscope, 
depending on the type of monitor 

action. 
"We don't micromanage," 

added Langknecht. "We're not 
there every day. But there's more 
than one set of eyes on eve1y
thing. We've got six boai·d mem
bers and eve1y one of them 
knows what happened through 
eve1y step of the process. In the 
end it was all above board, and 
how we voted was important to 
our stability as an organization." 

According to various sources, 
Mide's dismissal was the direct 
result of her inability to keep a 
lid on her temper. "She does not 
play well with others," said a 
former business colleague. 

Longtime MCTV vohmteer 
Don Clegg rebutted that con
tention, saying, "She has a tough 
personality with people who ai·e 
entitled, privileged and slackers. 
She doesn't have a tough per
sonality with people who want 
to learn, who want to volunteer 
and who ai·e yotmg and in need 
of direction. " 

Apparently, however, Mide's 
temper got the best of her once 
too often. "It's touchy," said 
MCCI board member Muller 
when asked what specific event 
led to Mide's dismissal. ''I'll say 
this. Robin and I were good 
friends and she admitted being 
quick to anger and easily quick 
to question peoples' motives. I 
can tolerate all kinds of behav
ior in my friends, but she 
became more agitated as time 

with air and squeezes your aim. 
The cuff's outer layer is general
ly made of nylon and has a fas
tener to hold the cuff in place. 

Blood pressure monitors ai·e 
either digital or aneroid. The 
aneroid monitors have a gauge 
with a dial on it that points at a 
number related to your blood 
pressure. Some older gauges 
look similar to a thermometer. 

There ai·e two types of home 
blood pressure monitors: manual 
and digital devices. Manual 
blood pressure monitors use a 
stethoscope and an inflatable aim 
cuff connected by a mbber tube 
to a gauge that records the pres
sure. 

Digital monitors have a cuff 
and a gauge that records the pres
sure. The cuff automatically 

went on, and she brought more 
into it." 

Clegg, fo1merly of Lynn and 
a Boston College graduate, said 
he met Mide sho1tly after he 
moved to Turners Falls in 2006. 
"I was walking near the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center when I 
saw a sign saying they needed 
people to videotape. I offered 
my se1vices and Robin taught 
me eve1ything. 

"This isn't just about watch
ing Channel 17," he added. 
"She's a tough negotiator and 
MCTV will soon be dealing 
with Comcast about a new con
tra.ct. It's about stringing more 
lines and extending Comcast to 
outlying areas. Nobody's more 
fluent in negotiating those needs 
than Robin. Othe1wise you've 
got to hire an outside consultant, 
but you've got to pay them." 

Cunently MCTV receives 
about $100,000 a. year from 
Comcast to operate its station. 
About half is used for payroll 
and the rest is budgeted to buy 
equipment and cover overhead. 

"It's been successful," said 
La.ucanno. "My concern is they 
had a sterling individual who's 
gone and I'm wonied how this 
will affect programming. Robin 
was exceedingly good at her 
job." 

Meanwhile the show must go 
on. "It's running," said Gaivin. 
"We've done live shoots, the 
Block Paity, and all the meet-

Doctors say you have high 
blood pressure if you have a 
reading of 140/90 or higher. A 
blood pressure reading of 120/80 
or lower is considered n01mal. 
"Prehype1tension" is blood pres
sure between 120 and 139 for the 
top number, or between 80 and 
89 for the bottom number. 

The first number represents 
your "systolic" pressure when 
the heart beats. The second num
ber represents the "diastolic" 
pressure when the heart rests. If 
only one number is elevated, you 
still have high blood pressure 
with all of its dangers. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

ings without a. hitch. We've cov
ered eve1ything we're obligated 
to and more." 

Clegg has organized a. peti
tion aimed at convincing the 
board of directors to reconsider 
its position on Mide's dismissal. 
At this writing he'd garnered 80 
signatures and plans to have 
over 100 by the time he presents 
the list to the Montague select
board on August 29th. 

"Besides," added Clegg, "I 
doubt they'll find someone as 
capable as Mide willing to work 
for $500 a week." 

To which Langknecht 
replied, "In this economy we 
won't have the tiniest bit of 
problem finding someone to do 
the job. lneplacea.ble? I don't 
know of anyone who's irre
placeable. I respect these peo
ples' opinions but I've got guys 
down at the bowling alley who 
will tell me how to do my job." 

Muller suggested that despite 
her outstanding contribution to 
MCTV, Mide's overall useful
ness to the station had simply 
mn its course. "It's really unfor
hma.te what happened. I'm 
probably one of the most upset 
on the board, yet I was not the 
person who abstained. This was 
the toughest decision I had to 
make during my entire ten years 
on the board. 

"We've hit a rough patch," he 
said, "but we'll get 11!111! 
through it." II_~ 
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Greenfield lmporteF~nn~:ra!!'P!itner ~ 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

.~rol's Beauty Noo~ 
-· }J 29 G Street, Turners Falls 
~ Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 41~-863l-
5lvaifa!Jk ~ 

LOGOS & BRANDING ~ 

GRAPHIC DESIGN C 
ILLUSTRATION t' 

WEBSITES(; 

COPY WRITING C 
BUSINESS STRATEGY f: 

INTERNET MARKETING C 
MISSION & VISION t' 

H 
BOYSEN HODGSO 

413 303-2193 
www. -2-om.com 
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Ferry M 
Vallarta, Mexico n 2017 

N I G H T s H I F T 
BY ELOISE MICHAEL -
"Listen, Theresa," Diana says. 
"People were nervous about 
copying and destroying their 
bodies, so Neil's team came up 
with the Doppelganger idea." 

"So that people won't have to 
sleep," I say, still not fully 
believing what Diana is telling 
me. 

"Yeah," she says. 
"But I like sleeping." 
"So does eve1yone. 

Doppelganger allows you to 
sleep all the time. And to get 
twice as much done. I mean 
engineers, programmers, 
researchers, whatever, they could 

Northfield Mountain 
September Pro~ram 
Patting of the Seas: The Canal 

Draw Down at Turners Falls on 
Saturday, September 10th, from 
1:00 to 4:00 p. m. The annual 
dewatering of the Turners Falls 
Canal allows for maintenance on 
the Cabot Power Station and the 
canal walls. Paiticipants assem
ble with buckets and boots to col
lect mudpuppies, young sea lam
prey, eels and other fish, plus 
invertebrates, like dragonfly 
nymphs, that live in the canal. 
Creatures are then released in the 
main stem of the river with the 
help of Silvio 0. Conte Fish Lab 
Biologists. This free program is 
for ages 7 and older. Pre-registra
tion is required. For infonna:tion 
and to register contact No1thfield 
Mountain Recreation & 
Environmental Center by calling 
Beth Bazler at (413) 659-4461 or 
Kim Noyes at ( 413) 659-4462. 

Ervine Seeks Facility 
Worker 

The Town of Erving seeks a 
Facility Maintenance worker. PIT, 
10-15 hr/wk. Early morning and 
some weekend hours typically. 
Must be able to work flexible 
hours on a week to week basis. 
Driver's license and minimum of 
one year of related experience 
required. Drug screening and 
CORI checks will be performed. 
Applications available at Town 
Hall 12 E. Main St. Deadline to 
apply is noon on 9-1-11. 
AA/EOE. 

quite stealing." ''Yeah, it is," Diana agrees. really get a jump on their compe
tition. And you can make a lot 
more money if you work all 
night." 

"Oh, well, you can't travel 
with the other body, obviously." "And the rest of the team?" 

"They have them, too. We're 
testing them out, kind of. It's part 
of Neil's research really. The 
company that owns the technolo
gy, they don't seem that interest
ed. They would notice ifwe were 
selling Doppelganger, you know, 
competing with them. But if we 
give them to some friends, like 
you ... " 

"Should we head back?" 

"Case Pearman would like to 
get all ofus Doppelgangers right 
about now," I say. 

"Right. Obviously,''! say sar
castically, like it's the most nor
mal thing in the world to keep a 
copy of yourself sleeping at 
home while the real you is out 
and about. 

We walk back to the resort, 
which is easy enouglr to recog
nize, the brightest, most expen
sive hotel on the beach. As we 
draw nearer, we drop our conver
sation and walk the last stretch in 
silence. Inside the lights feel too 
bright, and I dread making small
talk with coworkers. They proba
bly all feel the same way, I 
remind myself. We are lucky to 
have jobs in one of the few sec
tors that is acrually growing. And 
we want to hang on to them, oth
e1wise none of us would choose 
to be here. 

"Yeah, we could completely 
dominate the point-of-sale soft
ware." 

"Just what I want to do - work 
for Case Pea1man twenty-four 
hours a day. At least now I get 
nights off." 

"But if you had one, and no 
one knew, then you would have 
the nights to yourself." 

"You have to destroy the copy 
and make a new one when 
you're home," Diana explains. "I 
guess that kind of maintenance 
would be included in the price." 

"What's the price?" I ask. 
"I don't really know. Neil 

doesn't either exactly. We don't 
even know which company he is 
working for, really." 

"Diana, why would I want 
one?" 

"Trust me, you would." 
"It's 3:00 in the morning at 

home," I say, glancing at my 
watch. "Honestly, Diana, what would 

I do with that time?" 
"It's easier than you would 

think to come up with things to 
do." 

I look at her, and then I know. 
"You've tried it." 

"Yeah," she says quietly. 
''Neil and I both have them." 

"Seriously?" 
"Well, they kind of want to 

keep it a secret right now." 
"But you are allowed to have 

one? And Neil?" 
"They don't exactly know 

that." 
"Hang on, you stole the tech

nology?" 

''Yeah, I'm tired, too." 
''You'll have to actually sleep 

tonight," I say. 
''Yeah," she says, "it's going 

to be weird." Then she says, 
''You could try it, you know, 
when we get home." 

"I think I need to sleep on it," 
I answer her. ''This is kind of 
crazy." 

So I immerse myself in Case 
Pearman for tlrree days. There 
ai·e so many meetings that I am 
not on the beach again until the 
day I am ready to fly home. 
Maybe one day I will come back 
to Mexico and acrually see some 
of it, I tell myself. 

"So where's - you know - the 
other body?" ''Neil invented it. That's not 

from G-M pg 12 
Kelly Dubay, vice 

president of the junior 
class, laid out plans for 
the senior prom on May 
12th, 2012. In a first for 
TFHS, the prom will 
involve a bus trip to 
Boston and a four hour 
dinner dance cmise on 
Boston Hai·bor. She said 
advance tickets cost 
$60, and only students 
aniving by bus will be 
able to attend. "We'll be 
getting back by inid
nite," said Dubay. She 
grinned broadly when 
she said the word inid
nite, as if speaking of a 
time adults would not 
understand the meaning 
of. 

Ekstrom said plans 
first developed by for
mer principals Chip 
Wood and Chris Jutres 
to introduce a pre-K 
program at the upper 
school, for the benefit of 
AP psych classes, Life 
Skill sh1dents, and 
School to Work shl
dents, have been dusted 
off, and are ready to go 
fo1ward in Januaiy. 

"This will give us a 
chance to establish an 
eai·ly childhood educa-
tion center at a time 
when many other dis
tricts in our ai·ea have 
dropped them, and pos
sibly connect with 
GC.C." said Ekstrom. 
She said the new pro
gram would be revenue 
neutral, but would 
involved constmcting a 
new bathroom in a inid
dle school classroom, 
and modifications to the 
playground. 

Teacher Faith 
Kaemmerlen gave a 
repo1t on the online, 
digital Apex program, 
which has 19 students 
enrolled. The program, 
which is aligned with 
state standards and dif
ferentiated to meet the 
individual needs of stu
dents - pa1ticularly 
those who have failed 
courses in regulai· class
rooms or are at risk of 
dropping out, has 
offered 18 different pro
grams. So fai·, 40 stu
dents have made use of 
it. 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Identity Thefts, Animal Complaints 

Tuesday, 8/2 8:45 a.m. Investigation of dead 
4: IS p.m. Resident from Motmt animal complaint on South Cross 
Hermon reports identity theft. Road with Board of Health and 
8:30 p.m. Animal complaint Animal Inspector. 
from River Road. Fox removed 12:30 p.m. Larceny of foel at Gill 
from area. Mobil Station. 
Thmday, 8/4 10:35 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
9:40 a.m. Animal complaint from police with a stabbing victim and 
Wahmt Street. Owners warned of suspect. 
foture charges if additional com- T uaday, 8/9 
plaints received. I I :20 a.m. Assisted resident with 
4:50 pm. Identity theft reported child safety issue regaroing the 
from resident from West Gill buses for school 
Road. Thuaday, 8/11 
9:10 p.m. Animal complaint 8:30 p.m. Intoxicated subject on 
from West Gill Road. Chappell Drive reported with 
Friday, 8/5 family dispute. 
9:30 p.m. Reported found dog Friday, 8/12 
from last evening, ownei::s noti- 6:25 p.m. Domestic dispute 
fied. reported at French King Bridge, 
12:50 pm. Assisted resident with parties spoken to. 
custody and domestic issue from 10:20 p.m. Report of subject 
Main Road. headed to French King Bridge to 
Saturday, 8/6 jump. Stood by ,mtil subject was 
I 0:25 a.m. Public health issues located. 
reported at residence on South Saturday, 8/13 
Cross Road. Further investigation 9:05 p.m. Report of illegal drug 
required. activity on Oak Street. 
12:55 p.m. Past breaking and 9:20 p.m. Report of loud party, 
entering investigation assistance noise complaint from FC Boat 
to Northfield police. dub. Investigated. 
Sunday. 8/7 Sunday. 8/14 
10:20 a.m. Animal complaint 1:20 p.m. Past hit and nm inci
from Walnut Street, charges to be dent at state boat ramp. 
filed against owner. Monday, 8/15 
II:IO a.m. Assisted Bernardston 6:50 a.m. Domestic disturbance 
police with home search for causing a motor vehide accident 
squatters. on Main Road. No injuries. 
Monday, 8/8 Tuesday, 8/16 

Continued Next Week 

10:30 a.m. Motor vehicle acci
dent on Main Road. All wires 
down, road dosed. No injuries 
reported. 
Friday. 8/19 
2:45 p.m. Assisted Bernardston 
police with domestic disturbance 
on Fox Hill Road. 
3:40 p.m. Assisted Bernardston 
police with arrest at Kringle 
Candle Company on South 
Street. 
4:45 pm. Traffic issue at Gill
Montague Bridge with tractor 
trailer unit attempting to turn 
onto the bridge. 
Saturday, 8/W 
12:35 a.m. Reported breaking 
glass on the Gill-Montague 
Bridge. No one located at scene. 
1:00 am. Assisted Erving police 
with roll over accident on Route 
2. 
3:30 p.m. Spoke with Rivei::side 
resident regaroing on-going dog 
complaint 
9:30 p.m. Riverview Drive resi
dent filed report of noise and 
trespassing complaint at the old 
bridge abutments on Riverview 
Drive. 
Sunday. 8/21 
1:07 p.m. Report of domestic 
disturbance on Chappell Drive. 
1:46 p.m. Arrest on Boyle Road 
for a domestic disturbance. 
1:52 pm. Arrest of second party 
for domestic disturbance on 
Chappell Drive. 
4:30 p.m. Restraining order 
issued for victim of domestic vio
lence. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Locally owned since 1941 

70 Allen Street 
Greenfield, MA 

Full service market 

Fresh Local Produce 
Beer & Wine 413-773-7100 

FAX 413-773-1105 

beginners welcome 

change 
your body . ._ __ _:- . ._ . change 
your mind Community Yo2a 

& WELLNESS CENTYR 

41:5-774-4700 
change 

your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 

Ill AboJt-Face We've Moved! 
Computer Solutions Phone: 413-863-5447 

Cotr4luter Sales & Service 

Find us at: 
151 Avenue A., Turners Falls! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

~ Turn your computer troubles puncue ~ 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN E N T SATURDAY, AUGUST 27th 
Latin Festival at the Energy Park, 
Greenfield. Music by Los Hermanos 

MONDAYS in AUGUST 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls: 
Introduction to Electronic Design with 
David May, 7 p.m. Come join us in 
Nerd Heaven' 

TUESDAYS in AUGUST 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Kidleidoscope, story, activity, 
and craft hour for young children ages 
3-6, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Second Street and Avenue A, Turners 
Falls: Great Falls Farmers Market at 
Avenue A and Second Street, 2 - 6 
p.m. 

THURSDAYS in AUGUST 
Aris Block Cafe, Greenfield: The 
Primate Fiasco, 8 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT 
Between the Uprights, T umers Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, every Thursday 
night, Dan, Kip and Shuftzy from Curly 
Fingers DuPree host. All are welcome. 
Instruments provided or bring your 
own. 8 30 - 11 :30 p.m. 

Thrive Project, Turners Falls: Ping 
Pong, 7 -9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Thrive Project, Turners Falls Franklin 
County Drawing Posse, 4 p.m. Free. 
Draw for fun' No previous drawing 
experience necessary. 

EVERY DAY in AUGUST 
Great Falls Discovery Center: Rollin 
Atkinson, photographic exhibition. 

z Unidos, 6 to 8:30 p.m. Hosted by 
~ Representative Denise Andrews. 

~ 
;;J Ivory Summit LARP, 6 to 11 p.m. We 
~ are a collaborative, improvisational 

~ g game based on the Changeling: the 
----=~-~!!!':- - __ ~ Lost table top system designed by 

~ White Wolf Publishing. We are located 
in Western Massachusetts in the 
Pioneer Valley next to the 
Connecticut River. We play on the 
fourth Saturday of every month at 
the Montague Grange, Montague 
Center. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Montague Soapbox Derby preview 
party, 3-7 p.m. T.Fredric 
Jones/Francie Jones/Lazy 
Goslings, folk, 9 p m 

Montague Bookmill: Jazz 
Demolition Project, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Elingtones, 9-11 p m. 

FirstChurch of Northampton: 

Hea.ther Ma.lo11ey kicks off her six 
week tour peiion11ing ii-om he1· a.lhum 

"Time & Pocket Cha11ge" a.t the 

Mo11ta.gue Bookmill, Sa.turday, 
September 2rd at 8 p.m. 

Moonlight and Morning Star's, The 
Gospel According to Moonlight 
featuring Uplift All-Star Singers, 
Spirit Brothers Band, and special 
guests, 7:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Canal-side Bike Path 
Nature Walk, 8 to 9:30 a.m. 

NOW THROUGH AUGUST 30th 
Leverett Library: 
Photography exhibit 
of landscapes by 
Judith Davidov. 

NOW THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 4th 
Gallery at Hallmark, 
Turners Falls: Exhibit 
A Space for Faith, The 
Colonial 
Meetinghouses of 
New England, 1 to 5 
p.m. Photographs by 
Paul Wainwright. 

Leisurely explore level paved bike trails 

NOW THROUGH! 
SEPTEMBER 5th 
Nina's Nook, Turners 
Falls: New Work by 
Ariel Jones, Old New 
England buildings and 
details from the Cape 
and Western 
Massachusetts, in 
mixed media. 

Septembe1·'s Artist Exliibit ii1 
the Grea.t Hall of tl1e Great 
Falls Discove1y Cente1· by 

A1111e Harding. A display of 
her kmttmg based 011 bi-ick 
designs and brick photogra.-

pl1y of Turners Falls. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp, 8-10 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Sandy 
Bailey, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ton of Blues, 9-
11 pm. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Shokazoba and Emefe (afro funk) 9 
p.m. 

and village sidewalks. Meet outside the 
main entrance to the Discovery Center 
at 8 a.m. Learn about plants, animals, 
and mill town history along the 
Canalside Bike Path of Turners Falls. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Sturdy Temple, 8-
10 pm. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 29th 
Montague Center Library: Evening 
Sing-a-long, 6:30 -7:30 pm. 

The First Congregational Church, 
Montague Center: Free introductory 
talk on Mindfullness, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Ongoing 8-week group now forming -

starts September 12 on Monday 
evenings 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Open mic 
with DADA Dino. 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, featur
ing Jim Henry, Guy DeVito & Doug 
Plavin, 8-10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Falltown 
StringBand, 7:30 to 10 pm. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2nd 
Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Rosie Cain and Trine Cheile, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Damon Reeves & 
The Love Thieves, 9-11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd 
Historical Photography Exhibit by Anne 
Harding at the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls. Artist Reception, 
1 to 3 p.m. Work on display through 
September 30th. 
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Gendron - James Bond Cello. On 
Saturday: Leo T. Baldwin - folk/rock. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th 
Drama Circle at the White Elephant: 
reading of Unspeakable by Gardner 
playwright Matt Richardson. At the 
White Elephant, Orange, 2 to 5 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 17th 
Sawmill River Arts Gallery, Montague 
Mill, Montague Center open house., 2 
to 5 p.m. www.sawmillriverarts.com. .......................... . . 

The Brick Bouse 
comm1n11, Resource center 

1he Summer 
Workshop Series 

: The Summer Workshop Series ,1s : 

: hosting a number of free classes & : 
: workshops ranging anywhere from bike : 
• mechanics to gardening, book-making , 
: to food preservation, skateboarding, : 
: and lots more. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Marco • 
Benevento, 8 p.m. 

For the complete : 
lsli119 or ciasses and , 
workshops and to • 

reg1ster our website 
orema11: 

Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Heather Maloney, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Reprobate 
Blues Band, 9-11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Watershed History. Brick by Brick 
Learn more about brick manufacturing 
in the town of Montague and architec
tural styles and designs using brick in 

town. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Rhythm, Inc, 8:30-11 p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th 
Great Falls Coffee House: 
Molly Scott. In the Great Hall 
of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls. Doors 
open at 6 30 pm. Coffee and 
home-baked treats are 

available, and the 
museum and 
museum store 
open during inter
mission. 

SEPTEMBER 9th 
to 25th 
Gallery at 
Hallmark, Turners 
Falls: October 
2011 Graduating 

Class Hallmark Institute of 
Photography is proud to present 
Evolv(ED): images selected from 
October Class of 2011. This work rep
resents almost 10 months of intense 
training in the field of professional pho
tography and imaging arts. Evolution is 
the change over time of the inherited 
traits found in populations of individu
als. The Gallery is open Friday through 
Sunday from 1 :00 to 5:00pm. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 
9th & 10th 
Pothole Pictures: Goldfinger, with Sean 
Connery, PG, 1964. 7:30 p.m. Music 
before the movie, on Friday is Denise 

lbtiworkshops@gmail com 

(413) 863-9576 

• 24 Third St., Turners Fall, 01376 , 
: www.brid<ho1.1Sewntksboos.won:toress com : 

~ ......................... . 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 8/26 9-11 p.m. 

A Ton of Blues 
Saturday, 8/27 9 - 11 p.m. 

The Ellingtones 
Stwday, 8/28 8 - 10 p.m. 

Sturdy Temple 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 8/25 
Sandy Bailey FREE 8pm 

FRI 8/26 9:30 $5 
Shokazoba I Rhythm, Inc-. 

SAT 8/27 
3-7pm 

Montague Soapbox Derby 
preview 

T. Fredric Jones/Francie 
Jones/Lazy Goslings 

SUN 8/28 8pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

MON 8/29 8pm 
Open mike w. DADA Dino! 

-ac
b 

711'11111 l'IREIT 
TIIEISl'lllS 
_ti..,.. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM. CALL 863-8 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

WWlU,II/CctiTllr_vf11nt'l'lfilw11w, ... 11111 

Si,u:e 1895 

On tlrr Common 
Greerifi.r.ld, !\1fas.mclwsells 

Turn~rs Fiills, Massac/111sflls 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Director 

BASICALLY BICYCLES ~ 
'-., 

New England's 
Recumbent 

Headqiiarters 

413-863-3556 
1111 J'/,ir,/ Sl11•1•1, 

/io 11m foils, ,\I. I 1)1 )7/i 

Electric Bikes 
starting at $499.95 

Order 011/ine at 111111,v. Basically Bicycles.com 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

fJRECISION 
_L\;~ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
GilL MA 01354 



20 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER August 25, 2011 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION moist, rich dark cake filled to 
oozing with sweet white cream 
ru1d sugru·. Also the Whoopie Pie 
from Steve's Snacks Bake1y in 
Skowhegan, available as close to 
home as you ru·e to our local Food 
City. Perhaps the size of a hrun
burger bun, this beauty satisfies 
without any greater expenditure 
than the $1.99 ii1cm1·ed in Maine. 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - We have 
capped the delights of an ocean
side vacation with the staggering 
beauty of a tour of the White 
Mom1tains. These towering peaks 
bring on the same sense of human 
insignificance as can be felt in the 
presence of the endlessly moving 
ocean, vast and powerful. 

The moW1tains sit so high they 
mle the clouds and mist, which 
change like the sea with the 
whimsy of the wind and the air 
cmTents. One more treat for the 
soul before retmning to our regu
lar routine. 

While we have rested, hiked, 
overeaten and indulged ourselves 

from BLOCK PARTY pg 11 

I 

in many pleasures, the 
garden has continued 
to burgeon. We retm11 
to the monsoon. Aimed 
with a rather useless 

• umbrella and my feet 
bru·ed to the wet grass, 
I nm a brief inspection. 

The pumpkin plants 
and blossoms have 
burgeoned; the beruis 
prepare for blooming. 

Two of the tomatoes have 
begW1 producing ripe fmit: the 
tangy che1zy Sm1gold ru1d Early 
Wonder. Both prove delicious. 
The che1ries ru·e wonderful just 
eaten out of hand; the small Early 
Wonders ru·e compact and meaty 
with good tomato flavor. 

Left to their own devices, the 
garden vrumints have sampled 
the Wlfenced fiuit without check. 
The cabbages, rescued from 
rejection, cleru·ly improved in the 
rich diit, only to be grazed by the 
deer, or perhaps the woodchuck. 
The Swiss chru·d has been deci
mated. 

Today, however, human vigi
lru1ce has retm11ed and I need 
only move in the sunroom for the 

\. 
Amy Lang and her niece Phoenix Kimball-Phillips 

were dressed in their finest far the occasion. 
RiverCulture sponsored Lantern the bike path to illuminate a 
Parade, iii which the public was pitch-black Unity Park with 
invited to make or bring their shining beacons. Three Thai
own lanterns. After 8 pm., over style lanterns, filled with the 
a hundred people marched commmlity's hopes and dreams, 
through the streets, then down were lam1ched from the park 

woodchuck to sense danger and 
retm11 to his bmrnw. The small 
rabbit has not ventm·ed out in the 
raii1, or if he has, he's confined 
his munching to the prolific 
clover in the grass that waits for 
mowing. 

The beets and gru·lic need 
pulling. The leeks look stout and 
healthy. I pick two sweet peppers 
that have turned red in our two 
week absence ru1d note two oth
ers that will soon be a wrum, ripe 
yellow. The larger tomatoes, 
Pii1eapple, Brandywine, Rose 
ru1d Sioux are struting their slow 
turn to ripeness. Before long we 
will be able to ii1dulge iii the long 
awaited BLT graced with a huge 
slice of SW1-wrumed beefsteak 
tomato. 

This summer, the first iii more 
yeru-s than I prefer to number, I 
will not be retmning to sta1t 
ru1other school year. This yeru· 
there will be no excuse for failing 
to preserve as much of the gru·den 
bounty through pickling and 
freeZlllg as we cru1 set aside from 
iinmediate greed of consmnption. 

The asparagus bed looks ve1y 
healthy, although it is ready again 

and floated gently 
away over the 
Connecticut River, 
inspmng awe in 
Turners, and perhaps 
UFO repo1ts in Gill. 

Many people volun
teered their time to 
make tllis annual pruty 
a resoW1ding success. 
In particular, thanks go 
to Lisa Davol, Ellen 
Spring, and all the 
members of the plan
ning committee, to the 
Montague DPW, Parks 
& Recreation and the 
powerhouse volm1teers 
that set up and helped 
make this once agaii1 a 
safe ru1d successful 
event. 

Allyone wislling to 
give feedback or join 
next year's planning 
committee is invited to 
meet at Jake's Tavern, 
Tuesday, September 
13th at 6 p.m. 
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for weeding and late this month 
for a feeding. The Crocus Rose is 
in its second blooming, most of 
the day lilies ru·e done, ru1d the 
beach roses ru·e plagued with 
Japanese beetles. 

In Maine, the season is 
delayed ru1d we have fom1d 
rhubarb and strawben'ies as well 
as the fii-st of the crop of wild 
blueberries for sale. We have 
eaten much fresh fish ru1d cms
tacea: lobster, shrimp, shark, 
swordfish, crab and salmon. We 
have sampled ru1d enjoyed wine 
from the mru1y local Maine vii1e
yru·ds. When the heat provoked a 
different thi1-st, we also dabbled 
happily in the beer ru1d ales of the 
midcoast region. I also regretful
ly confess that we becrune enrun
ored of the Maine Whoopie Pie. 

The state of Maine clainis to 
be the 011gii1ator of this sweet, 
chocolaty delight. We cru1 attest, 
having tasted three offe1'ings, that 
Maine1-s are probably correct in 
this assertion. None were bad. 
Two were exceptional: the 
Whoopie Pie from Moody's 
famous diner iii Waldoboro, a 
good five inches across, sp01ting 

Understand this is not health 
food. It is made lru·gely from 
flour, eggs ru1d sugru·. Nor is the 
Whoopie Pie calorie free. 
However, one bite cru1 transform 
a gloomy mood and induce a 
great feeling of contentment. All 
that for a bag of calories and less 
than two dollru-s. Good thing it's a 
long time m1til next summer's 
return to Maine. Perhaps they'll 
nm out of them soon at Food 
City. 

We resolve to be good for the 
next yeru· and to exercise as soon 
as the rains abate. hl the mean
tune the garden grows apace, as 
do the weeds and the lawn. When 
it di'ies out, there will be tune for 
tendii1g again. We will not com
plaii1 of these chores. We have 
returned rested and renewed, 
ready for whatever new chal
lenges await before the season's 
close ii1to ru1other late fall, ru1d 
the filial rest of winter. 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

RISTORANTE D1P AOLO 
Wednesday Wine Specials • 181 & 3rd Thws Jazz 

Class 15, Bottle 120, Appetizerr 110 

GREAT ITALIAN Foon 
Open Daily at 5:00 I Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-863-4441 

• Tarn, 'f'resb eggs 
• \vbole ~oasfiog Cbickeo 
• Pot Pies 
• Home Made Soups 
• 'Pesserfs 
Products Vary \veekly 

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunda s 

Mormon Hollow Road Wendell • 978-544-3806 

We Specialize In Impossible Deodlinesl 

-, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPVCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774·3500 I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and on line services: 

copycatprintshop.com ... 
UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY 

OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 

SOLAR ELECTRIC 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com • Hours: Tues.-Fri. l0-6, Sat.10-5 

Qr•ci Jol111rw11. '1?rnrfm 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
c.ll"3-S6'3-97'36 • Geri)ohn,on~R~altor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cerlilled Residenli'1 SpecialislJ 

4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigiM deignation, 
RS is my b.idge of ex{X:rtise and iour shield of 
IIC<'. l'ul )our trust in the ~t to get the job done. 

her ooying, sclliog or 1cfcrring, a~.,)~ c~oose 
JOHNSON, CRS W y1 o~ ~i Hl'/'.tlr.111•r. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
111s-■1111n (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 




