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The Usher 
Plot Thickens 
COMPILED BY 
REPORTER STAFF 
ERVING CENTER­
The Usher Plant, long a 
white elephant lurking 
on the edge of Erving 
Center along the Millers 
River, burned down on 
July 30. Just weeks 
before, the cons01tium 
of owners was nearer 
than ever before to clos­
ing the deal to sell the 
old plant and offices to 
Patriot Environmental, 
Inc. for demolition. 
However fire broke out 
just after midnight on 
the 30th, drawing eerie 
parallels with the fire 
that burned pa1t of the 
former Strathmore 
Paper Mill in Turners 
Falls, several months 
before. 

Once the fire was put 
out, after a six-hour bat­
tle involving support 
from all the fire compa­
nies from the sunound­
ing communities, and 
once the smoke cleared, 
authorities turned their 
attention to the various 
issues and questions 
raised by the fire. 
Environmental and pub­
lic safety concerns were 
foremost: much of the 
tens of thousands of gal­
lons of water poured 
onto the fire were drawn 
from the Millers River 
and Keyup Brook, and 
that contaminated water 
made its way back to the 
Millers, raising ques­
tions about hazardous 
materials in the river. In 
addition, it's a well­
known fact that the plant 
contained a high level of 
asbestos which will 
complicate the demoli­
tion process and subse­
quent disposal of haz­
ardous materials. The 
cunent state of the 
plant's ruins is also a 
public safety concern, 
given the risk of col­
lapse of fire-weakened 
walls. Due to these con-

cerns, Building 
Inspector Jim Hawkins 
has ordered the owners, 
Morris Housen of 
Eiving Paper Mills and 
a group of 6 other own­
ers to post a 24-hour 
guard to ensure that no 
one approaches the dan­
gerous site. 

Patriot 
Environmental, the 
company that intended 
to buy the plant, is still 
in the process of pur­
chasing the burned-out 
stmcture which is slated 
for demolition in the 
ve1y near future. Patriot 
has been in communica­
tion with the Western 
Office of the 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection, Erving 
Selectmen, and the 
Eiving Conse1vation 
Commission, and soon 
will be filing for permits 
to work within the zone 
designated as protected 
tmder the Riverfront 
Protection Act which 
severely restricts work 
within 200 feet of any 
stream, river or body of 
water. In addition, clear­
ance must be accorded 
by the state's Nah1ral 
Heritage agency which 
oversees the 
Endangered Species 
Habitat zone along the 
banks of the Millers. It 
is expected that the per­
mits will be expedited 
given the circumstances 
and nahrre of the demo­
lition project. 

A fmther twist to the 
plot occuned on August 
20th when news reports 
indicated that two men 
from Clinton, MA were 
anested in connection 
with the fire: Michael 
Dreslinski and John 
Rousseau. These two 
men both have criminal 
records including van­
dalism and breaking and 

see USHER pg 13 
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Block Party 
Stupendous 
BY CHRIS SAWYER-LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS - If the Block Pa1ty 
Committee for Turners Falls River Ctdhll'e 
had any doubts about whether the August 
11th, Avenue A block pa1ty would be a suc­
cess, they needn't have wonied. It was, in a 
word, sh1pendous. From three in the after- • 
noon tmtil a little after ten Turners was the 
scene of one of the most successful events in 
recent years. 

It all sta1ted with a parade feahll'ing kids 
on bikes and trikes, cosh1med paraders, the 
Russ Knuckle Raptor marching band, and a 
group of synchronized lawn chair perfo1m­
ers all followed by a Montague police car 
and a Turners Falls fire engine. The bands, 
beginning with Curly Fingers Dupree, and 
followed by the Jen Tobey Band, the Lower 
Case g's and the Akhemystics rocked the 
crowd from late afternoon tmtil well after 
the sun went down. The evening concluded 
with the amazing Unit 7 with Kim Zombik 
and Trailer Park Homs overwhelming the 
Avenue A audience who called them back 

see BLOCK PARTY pg 3 

Police Station Building 
Committee Presents 
Final Cost Estimates 
BY PAMELA HANOLD 
TURNERS FALLS -­
Yesterday the Building 
Committee presented the 
professional cost estimate 
figmes to members of the 
Finance Committee, 
Capital Improvement 
Committtee, and the 
Selectboard in an infor­
mation/question session. 
While still working esti­
mates, a conse1vative 
rough break down is as 
follows: site cost and 
preparation $470,000; 
geothermal wells 
$150,000; building con­
struction $3,470,000; 
contingency allowance 
$400,000; and soft costs 
(including administrative, 
architect, insurance) 
$900,000. 

The site preparation 
costs are tmusually high 
because we're building 
over a road with utility 
pipes that will need to be 
moved. We are looking to 

see if there are less 
expensive approaches to 
the rerouting. A pleasant 
surprise was that the geo­
the1mal came in at 1/3 of 
the original projection. 

The questions and 
shared opinions were 
ve1y helpful to the com­
mittee as we now focus 
on providing clear infor­
mation to the town. It also 
was clear that everyone 
was looking at the big 
pichll'e, wanting to meet 
the needs of the police 
depa1tment while staying 
aware of other town 
needs. 

"Most people don't 
need to be convinced we 
need a new police sta­
tion," said Selectboard 
member Patricia Pmitt. 
The big question loom­
ing, of course, is whether 
the town will suppo1t a 
debt exclusion in this 
amount to ftmd the much 
needed police station. 
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Ba~ s a B=tlight 

Dancers from the Celtic Heels School of Iri.rh Dance 
during Montague Old Home Days. 

BY LYN CLARK 
MONTAGUE 
CENTER - Montague's 
Old Home Days events 
last weekend were 
noisy and joyous. I was 
tmable to enjoy all three 
days, but if what I sam­
pled on Sahrrday was 
representative of the 
whole, the celebration 
was a resounding sue-

cess. 
Children raced about 

begging coins from 
indulgent parents, and 
gradually more and 
more appeared with 
sh1ffed critters they'd 
won in the toss. The 
fried dough shack, pop­
corn, ice cream and hot 
dog stands, as well as 

see DAYS pg 12 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Feisty and Frisky 

Fluff 
Fluff is a 3 1/2-year-old gray 

and white female sho1t hair cat in 
need of a good home. In Fluffs 
own words: "I am a fresh, frisky 
and feisty gal. Let me draw you 
in with my alluring, gorgeous 
green eyes - I know you want to 
pet me! Be prepared for an 
adventure if you take me home 
because I am a complicated lady 
with beauty and brains to boot!" 
For more information on adopt­
ing Fluff please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at 413-548-9898 or via email at 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 
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MONTAGUE llBRARIES NEWS 
Summer Programs Successful 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MONTAGUE - This summer 
has been very busy at the 
Montague Public Libraries. 
Nearly 300 children participated 
in the read at home Summer 
Reading Program. The 
Statewide public library sum­
mer reading program theme was 
Catch the Beat at Your Library. 
Capitalizing on this theme, a 
wide variety of musical perfor­
mances were offered. One of the 
most unusual was the Tarbox 
Boys Jug Band from Wendell, 
featuring nine and ten year old 
boys and their grandfather. The 
Razzle Dazzle Summer Reading 
Camp and area Headstart class­
rooms, as well as the general 
public, attended many of the 

concerts. The annual paities cel­
ebrating summer reading at 
each of the three librai·ies were 
fun as usual, with 85 people 
attending the Rainforest Reptile 
Show at the Carnegie Library on 
Wednesday, August 15th. 
Prizes will still be given for 
reading, until school resumes on 
August 29th. Participation cer­
tificates are available at all three 
librai·ies. In the next issue of the 
Reporter, there will be some 
photos from the parties. 
Sponsors for our successful 
summer programs included the 
Massachusetts Libra1y Systems, 
the Massachusetts Board of 
Libraiy Commissioners, Waste 
Management, and the Montague 
Family Literacy Project. 

Volunteers Sought for CT River Cleanup 
The Connecticut River 
Watershed Cotmcil is seeking 
voltmteers for the 11th annual 
Source to Sea Cleanup, which 

will take place Saturday morn­
ing, September 29th. CallAndrea 
Donlon at (413) 772-2020 ext 
205 to sign up to volunteer. 
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Romp Madness: C&A tmj>V?)1tt1, Jose Gon~les, is jadehammering one of mOl!Y newfy crm­
slmded mmps at .A1'e A beca,m the mmps will not meet~ new po11e111ent prttisefy after~ 
blacktop strut is gromrd down and re-paved Other mmps ore not prttisefy level C&A will 
get paid extra for some of ~ jadehammering and re-pouring of ~ mmps, and some~ 
will not, t1ctrmling to C&A Superintendent F.olph V °'E"1 and Ellfineer .Ant!J Ponpi. No 
txpense is being spored to tJve uheolchoir = on 11/tm smooth approach to sidewalks lead-

ing to .rtore.r that th'!J cannot a=, blt,ckd 1!J steps. 

Avenue A Repaving to Begin Sept. 27th 
BY REPORTER STAFF 

Repaving of Avenue A, from 
1st Street to 11th Street, will 
begin on September 27th, 
according to Tom Bergeron, 
superintendent of the Montague 
Highway Depa1tment. The first 
stage involves co-planing, 

where the current surface is 
ripped. Bergeron expected this 
phase to be completed before 
Labor Day. After the holiday, 
Lane Construction will begin 
the achial paving. A daytime 
Avenue A parking ban will be in 
effect during the project. 

LeUal Issues for LGBT Elders Workshop Sept. 5th Labor Day Hours in Gill 
Gill Town offices will be 

closed Monday, September 3rd, 
in celebration of Labor Day. 
Due to the holiday, trash and 
recycling pickup will move for­
ward one day - to Sahll'day, 
September 8th. Call Duseau 
Trucking with any questions 
(413) 773-5712. 

Franklin Cotmty Home Care 
(FCHCC) is offering the work­
shop "Plan, Protect, Provide: 
Legal Issues for LGBT 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender) Elders" (age 55+ 
and friends) on Wed., Sept. 5, 
2007 from 9 a.m. to 11 ;30 a.m. 

at FCHCC, 330 Montague City 
Road, Turners Falls, MA. Atty 
Susan Shauger and Atty Jan 
Stiefel will discuss estate plan­
ning, real estate planning, end 
of life documents, public bene­
fits, state vs. federal benefits, 
pa1tnered individuals vs. mar-

ried couples and planning for 
long te1m care. 

This event is free but reser­
vations are required. Please call 
Donna Liebl at 413-773-5555 
Ext. 215 or 978-544-2259 Ext 
215 to reserve your spot. 

Psychic Fair in Lake Pleasant Auuust 25th 
The National Spirih1al 

Alliance (TNSA) will sponsor a 
Psychic Fair Saturday (August 
25) from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Thompson Temple across from 
the Post Office in Lake Pleasant. 
Divination methods include 
astrology, I-Ching, hand reading, 
vibration connection, and tarot 

cards. Consultation is with a 
medium of choice. Reiki healing 
se1vices will also be available. 
TNSA is a deistic, reincaination­
ist, Spirih1alist organization. 
Principles include belief in an 
infinite and eternal creating and 
sustaining force; the intercon­
nectedness of eve1ything; the 

siblinghood of humanity; per­
sonal responsibility for thoughts, 
words, and deeds; non-judgmen­
talism; continuity of life of the 
soul; commtmication between 
the worlds of fo1m and fonnless­
ness, and reincaination as the 
method of progression towai·d 
pe1fection. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES August 27th-Sept. 7th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62 
Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
Council-on-Aging Director is 
Bwmy Caldwell. For infonna­
tion or to make reservations, call 
863-9357. Meal reservations 
need to be made a day in advance 
by 11 a.m. Messages can be left 
on our machine when the center 
is not open. Mealsite Manager is 
Chris Richer. The Center offers a 
hot noon meal we.ekdays to any 
senior. A reservation is necessa1y 
and transportation can be provid­
ed. 

Monday, 27th 
10 a m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a m. Easy Aerobics 
1 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 28th 
9:30 am. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 29th 
10 a m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, 16th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 30th 
10 a m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a m. Easy Aerobics 

Monday, 3rd 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
1 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 4th 
9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
Wednesday, 5th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 6th 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 7th 
10 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 am. to 2 pm. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
info1mation and reservations call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center direc­
tor at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11:30 a.m. with reservations a 
day in advance by 11 :00 am. 
Transpo1tation can be provided 
for meals, Thursday shopping, or 
medical necessity by calling 
Dana Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 27th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Libra1y 

12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 28th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 29th 
9:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 30th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Pool 
12:30 pm. Shopping 
Monday, 3rd 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 4th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 5th 
9:00 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 6th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Pool 
12:30 pm. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for info, 
schedule of events or to coordi­
nate transpo1tation. 

Feel like a Brand New Person! 
WIii a Haircut• 
Ed's Barber 

Shop 

New location: 

74 Avenue A • 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & Karri.Ann 

"52 Years on the Ave" 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

ART 
SUPPLIES 
25%0FF! 

-~ 
1·s7 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 863-4346 

THE 

SHADY 
·~N 

ThoJJ1a.~& Eli•• 

~~ 
PRimrnms 

BREmAST, LUNOI & DINNER 

Weekend Dinner Specials: 
Friday: Fresh Clams, Fresh 
Scallops, Seafood Specials 

Saturday: Yankee Pot Roast 
and Hawaiian Ham 
Closed Sundays 

42 YEARS ON AVENUE A 
863-9636 
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Aquifer Exploitation Meeting Draws Large Crowd 
BY REPORTER STAFF 

Close to a hundred con­
cerned citizens, mainly from 
Montague but with a healthy 
representation from other 
Valley towns, came together 
last Thursday, August 16th at 
the Grange in Montague 
Center to discuss Nestle's 
plans to tap into Montague's 
aquifer. The mood was dis­
tinctly anti-Nestle and anti­
corporate, but the predominant 
concern of the evening was 
that of saving the aquifer from 
exploitation. 

No one from Nestle Waters 
North America attended the 
meeting but according to 
Eileen Simonson, co-executive 
director of the Water Supply 
Citizens Advisory Committee, 
Nestle has its eye on perhaps 
as many as ten sites in 
Massachusetts. Indeed, the 
only permission granted so far 
to the corporate giant is to 

PARTY 
continued from pg 1 

for an encore. 
All the Avenue A eateries 

did a booming business from 
tables set up along the 
avenue, including the soon­
to-be-opened Rendezvous. 

walk the state-owned 
Montague Plains to see if it 
might be suitable for a bottling 
plant. 

sustain that kind of draw 
down. 

Jeff Singleton, Chair of the 
Montague Finance Committee, 
felt that the anti-corporate 
rhetoric that flew thick and fast 
at the meeting was obscuring 
the issue. In a later post on 
Montaguema net he stated that 
while he "certainly did not 
want to see our local water 
resources drawn down to a 
dangerous level or hundreds of 
trucks clogging our roads ... so 

far there is in fact no proposal 
at all and it is not clear any of 
this is going to happen." 

Although the Montague 
Plains is under State Article 97 
protection, this protection can 
be overturned. But not easily: 
Article 97 requires a 2/3 vote 
of both branches of the legisla­
ture to dispose of state conser­
vation land. This project would 
also need to go through the 
Mass Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Source Approval Process and 
would likely trigger a review 
under the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA). Finally, the 
Montague Zoning Board of 
Appeals would have to sign off 
on the project. 

Judging from the crowd 
who turned out for the meet­
ing, should Nestle decide to go 
fo1ward, at each stage of the 
process they will be met by 
considerable opposition. 

This did not prevent the 
crowd from expressing their 
apprehension. Montague 
Center resident Sam Lovejoy, 
sounding more like the activist 
of old rather than the select­
man of late, predicted "a giant 
fight" if Nestle attempted to 
take over the aquifer. Amy 
Vickers, an Amherst water 
planning and policy consul­
tant, proclaimed that she was 
against the corporatization and 
privatization of water. "It's 
our water. .. and it's worth 
fighting for." 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Chain of Lawn inowers 
According to Montague 

Center resident Paul Lipke, the 
water Nestle wants to take 
from our aquifer would 
amount to 150 million gallons 
a day, making many wonder 
how long the aquifer could 

The Turners Falls 
Department sprayed, 
well-managed fire 
scores of kids and 

Fire 
from a 

hose, 
adults. 

Word has it that next year's 
party is already in the plan­
ning stages 

Wt>dnesday 8-15 
9:30 a.m. Repo1t of harass­

ing phone calls from a No1th 
Street address. 

4:10 p.m. Assisted 
Montague Police with a dis­
abled motor vehicle with a pos­
sible intoxicated operator on 
Bridge Street in Millers Falls. 

Thursday 8-16 
4:45 p.m. Repo1t of sexual 

assault that occured on Church 
Street. Incident under investi­
gation. 

10:04 p.m. Anested -
- for operating 
tmder the influence of liquor 

Turners Falls Block Party 
would like to extend special 
thanks to: 

Committee Members: 
Lamie Wheeler - Block Party Chairperson, 
JD Keating - Music Coordinator, 
Jen Audley, Sharon Cottrell, Eileen Dowd, 
Jack Nelson, Dan La.Roche, Patricia Prnitt, 
Bob Fritz, Matt Robinson, Chris Holmes and 
Linda Acke1man 

Thank you to our major sponsors: 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, 

Town of Montague, Western 
Massachusetts Electiic Company, 
Greenfield Savings Bank and Hillside 
Plastics, MCTV for live coverage 

And a special thanks to: 
A-1 Enterprises, Adams Donuts, 
Akhemystics, Audio Pro Media, Monte 
Belmonte/WRSI, Tom Bergeron + 
Montague Highway Dpt, 

Madison 

and a stop sign violation. 

F1iday 8-17 
5:43 pm. Repo1t of suspi­

cious activity at Usher plant. 
6:50 p.m. Repo1t of loud 

music and profanity at camp­
site 21. Gone on an-ival. 

Saturday 8-18 
11 :30 p m. Repo1t of suspi­

cious black van with NH plates 
in Erving Center. Gone on 
anival. 

Monday 8-20 
9:30 a.m. Repo1t of a loose 

dog on Union Street. Animal 

Control Officer caught dog. 
Fmmd to be injured with por­
cupine quills. ACO transported 
dog to vet. 

645 p.m. Subject into sta­
tion to repo1t assault and bat­
tery. Fmmd to have happened 
in Montague. Referred to 
Montague Police. 

Tuesday 8-21 
6:00 p.m. Spoke with group 

of kids driving a chain of rid­
ing lawn mowers up to elemen­
tary school from Guoo Street. 
Advised to stay close to home 
with the vehicles. 

C1ipps - Puppeteer, Tim De Chiistopher, Bob Diamond, Felton Constrnction Company, 
Food City, Franklin County Solid Waste Distiict, Gettens ElectI-ic, Greenfields Market, 
George Rosa and Hallmark Institute of Photography, Matt Lattkiewicz, Montague 
Repo1ter, No1ma Johnson, Kip Dresser and Curly Fingers Dupree, Klondike Sound, 
Koch Automotive, Richard Kuklewicz, Lively Dance Company, Lower Case g's, 

{ Montague Police Deprutment, Montague Selectboard, Montague Water Depa1tment, 
No1thfire Recording Studio, Pierce Brothers Coffee, Regal Real Estate, Rust Knuckle 
Raptor, Shady Glen, Robin She1man, Jen Tobey's Alter Ego, Tmners Falls Fire 
Depa1tment, Turners Falls Businesses, Unit 7, Whole Foods Mru·ket 

Info about what is happening in Turners 
www.TurnersFallsRiverCulture.org 
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Tilting at Windmills -- or How 
I Spent My Summer Vacation 

Shutting Down the Nuke 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
SOMEWHERE IN 
VERMONT - For the last week, 
I have been riding my bike 
around Ve1mont, shutting down 
Ve1mont Yankee. It's a bit like 
tilting at windmills, only in this 
case, it's about promoting wind­
mills. And photovoltaic panels 
on rooftops. And methane gener­
ators in daiiy fa1ms. And cogen­
eration projects, micro-hydro 
turbines, energy saving light 
bulbs, wood chip burning plants 
and geothermal design. But most 
of all, it's about removing the 
dark cloud that has hovered over 
the Upper Connecticut River 
Valley for 34 years in the form of 
an antique, embrittled, nuclear 
steam kettle in Vernon spewing 
deadly doses of radioactive gas 
into our afr, food and water 
eve1y day it is allowed to contin­
ue operating. And then dealing 
with the fiendishly toxic high­
level rad waste - more than a 
million pounds of it - that has 
piled up in a 7th story swimming 
pool in Ve1mont Yankee since 
the plant first went on line in 
1972. 

At the time, it was designed 
to put out 540 MW of power for 
forty years. Last year, compliant 
state and federal regulators 
allowed the aging plant to boost 
to 650 MW. Now Entergy VY is 
seeking to nm the plant at 120% 
of design capacity for another 20 
years beyond its decommission­
ing date of 2012. That's like tak­
ing a 34-year-old Caddy with 
300,000 miles on it, adding a 
fifth gear and heading it down 
the highway at 90 miles an hour. 
Only the tank is full of plutoni­
um, and an accident would leave 
a large section of New England 

Note to Our Readers 

The Montague Reporter is in 
the midst of our usual summer 
schedule, printing every other 
week. There will be no paper on 
August 30th. Weekly again in 
September. 

permanently tminhabitable. 
Including Gill. And Montague. 
And Wendell, and Erving. 

One funny thing about the 
nuclear power industiy in 
America is that it allows the cor­
porations that make millions 
nmning these atomic pressure 
cookers to privatize the profits 
and socialize the risks. 
Congress, in the 1950s, helpfully 
passed a law called the Price­
Anderson Act providing that in 
the event of a nuclear meltdown, 
the corporation that ran the 
nuclear plant would have no lia­
bility. If a few million people 
have to evacuate most of New 
Hampshfre, Massachusetts and 
Ve1mont, and lose all they own, 
no one has to pay. And Congress 
has renewed that law. 

But Ve1mont, unlike any 
other state in the cotmhy, decid­
ed last year to give itself the 
power to say yes or no to the 
continued threat nuclear reactors 
pose, specifically, to decide 
whether or not to allow Vermont 
Yankee to get that 20 year 
license extension its corporate 
managers are angling for. In the 
next two years, Ve1mont legisla­
tors will vote Yes or No on 
whether Vermont Yankee will 
stay open tmtil 2032, or close. 
Our fuhire in Western Mass 
hangs in the balance. 

That's where the bike trip 
comes in handy. With a few 
other Solar Rollers, a gang of 
anti-nuke bicycle riders who 
once rode to Rocky Flats, 
Colorado from Seabrook, NH to 
protest nuclear power and 
weapons, now mostly in thefr 
50s and 60s, I have been pedal­
ing the message to towns and 

see NUKE pg 9 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Setting the Record Straight 
In the last Montague 

Reporter the repo1ter at the Gill 
selectboard meeting did not 
repo1t accurately. Many state­
ments were used out of context 
and many facts were omitted. 

Ffrst, what was the purpose 
of the Gill Montague Regional 
school district meeting on July 
31, 2007? Was it to vote or was 
it for a meeting? My under­
standing was that we were 
going to vote on a budget. 
There was no mention of a 
meeting or a moderator. 

Second, I did state that the 
U.S Supreme Court and the 
ACLU did gut the school sys­
tem by taking away: discipline, 
values, allegiance, and prayer. 
What was not reported was that 
I also stated that no amount of 
money, teachers or new laws 
would fix that. 

Thfrd, in reference to my 
daughter, the repo1ter did not 
give the reader all that was said 
and took statements out of con­
text. My daughter came to the 
U.S. when she was in thfrd 
grade and English was her sec-

ond language. When she gradu­
ated from high school, she was 
5th in her class. Her achieve­
ment can be attributed to: 
excellent teachers, hard work 
on her pa1t and the fact that she 
had discipline, values, alle­
giance, and prayer even though 
she did not receive all those 
attributes from school. 

Fourth, I stressed the impor­
tance of the ti·aditional family 
unit: man, woman, and chil­
dren. The U.S. is hying to rede­
fine the core values of society 
and is hying to save the world 
and it's not working! 

Fifth, if all of the teachers 
were doing thefr jobs, there 
would be no need to wony 
about the MCAS test. Now that 
the teachers are being held 
accotmtable, they often teach 
only for the MCAS test and the 
rest of the child's education is 
ignored. 

Sixth, I also stated at the 
selectboard meeting that there 
were no concrete plans for the 
fuhire and that we would be 
back here next year facing the 

Working Tobacco in Millers 
I ve1y much enjoyed reading 

"Working on Tobacco" by 
David Brule in the June 21 
issue. I grew up in Millers Falls 
and worked on tobacco when I 
was 14 years old. So did my 
brother, Dean Elgosin. Reading 
that article was quite a ti·ip 
down Memo1y Lane! I was at 
St. Kaz in Turners Falls on 
Sunday attending the 30th 

anniversa1y of Fr. Stanley 
Aksamit entering the priest­
hood. In the receiving line, 
Dean and I spoke with Stan 
about his speed and therefore 
his elevated paycheck for doing 
piece work on tobacco. In 
Stan's words, "The work was 
ditty, but the money was clean." 

see TOBACCO pg 5 

same dilemma. 
Not mentioned in the 

Montague Reporter was the fix. 
At the meeting I stated that by 
restoring discipline, values, 
allegiance and prayer things 
would fix themselves. 

In summation: our ancestors 
who settled here from 
Germany, Poland, France, Italy 
and many other cotmti·ies were 
assimilated into American cul­
hlre. They were taught reading, 
writing and arithmetic in 
English with no interpreters or 
special teachers. Our ancestors 
learned and prospered. Why fix 
something which is not broken? 
After all, English was thefr sec­
ond language. When freedom 
lacks common sense what you 
have is democracy nm awry. 

Honestly and sincerely, 

- Martin Yarmac 
Gill 
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Thank you for 
Flotilla Support 

Thank you to eve1yone who 
welcomed the 7 5 international 
rowers to Turners Falls last 
month. Marilyn Shapiro, tour 
organizer, said that people who 
paiticipated in the various wel­
come events ''were able to 
give rowers from around the 
world a week of peaceful fel­
lowship and goodwill rowing 
on one of 'America's Greatest 
Treasures', the Connecticut 
River. It was a week they will 
long remember, having experi­
enced some of the best exam­
ples of our countiy's hospitali­
ty, beauty and friendliness." 
The rowers also raised nearly 
$10,000 for the Clean Water 
Initiative of the Connecticut 
River Watershed Council as 
pait of their tour. 

Although the rowers had 
many experiences on their trip 
down the Connecticut River 
from Vermont to New York 
City, Shapiro thought that the 
stop in Turners was the most 
memorable. She said that the 
rowers talked about their visit 
here the whole week that they 
were in the U.S. - they loved 
the celebration (complete with 
a Dixieland band), and were 
smprised that so many people 

TOBACCO 
continued from pg 4 
I attempted piece work in the 
bains by sewing leaves onto 
laths. I was proven not good at 
this when the supeivisor came 
along to shake our laths and 
many (read "most") of my 
leaves fell to the floor. I recall a 
girl named Connie who was the 

took the time to welcome 
them. They were also 
exti·emely impressed with their 
tour of the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, which gave 
them the chance to really see 
the habitats that they were 
passing through on their trip 
down the river. The rowers 
came from seventeen cotm­
tI'ies from ai·otmd the world, 
and although a tour like this 
won't happen again on the 
Connecticut for a very long 
time, Turners Falls has made 
its maik in the international 
rowing commtmity. Right 
now, there are two groups 
making plans for a trip down 
the Connecticut for next sum­
mer, including rowers from 
Denmark, and both groups 
want to spend some time in 
Turners Falls. Thanks again to 
eve1yone who helped to make 
the welcome event here so 
success fol. 

-Annt> Jemas 
Fliends of tht> Great 

Falls Discovery Center 
- Chelst>a Rt>iff Gwythe1; 

Executivt> Dirt>etor 
Connt>cticut River 

Watershed Council 

best at sewing leaves. In the 
bains she made the most money 
on piece work. Connie had 
plans to become amm. Hmmm 
Did Connie and Stan know 
something the rest of us did 
not? 

- Joan (Elgosin) Milnes 
Bt>verlyMA 
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GUEST tJ EDITORIAL 

No Stopping to Admire 
Ten Foot Crows 

BY ANNE HARDING 
Several times a year I ti·avel 

from Turners Falls, 
Massachusetts to Toronto, 
Ontario to visit my family. 
Since I'm usually on a mission 
and driving in the wee hours of 
the morning, I rarely take the 
time to enjoy the scene1y. Last 
May, however, I had a passen­
ger so we stopped at the 
SkyDeck on the retUin ti'ip to 
see the sights. While admittedly 
a tom'isty tower, the pinnacle 
provides you a fantastic look at 
the Thousand Islands in the 
vicinity of Gananoque, Ontario 
where New York Route 81 
crosses the border into Canada .. 
(Photos of the spectacular 
scene1y are available at the 
Sky Deck website 
http://www. l 000islandssky­
deck.com/photos.php) 

Our next stop was just south 
of the USA-Canada border, 
Alexandria Bay, New York 
(population 1,108). The select­
board there, it seems, has come 
up with an ingenious solution to 
the financial woes of a small 
town sti·uggling to balance its 
budgets. The attached letter 
pretty well documents their 
approach to ftmdraising. 

June 2, 2007 
Alexandria Town Comt 
46372 Old Goose Bay, Bx 130 
Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 

To the Officers of the Comt, 
I find myself in the sti·ange 

position of deciding whether to 
take a return trip to New York 
for the sole purpose of attend­
ing a hearing for my alleged 
traffic violation. It has been dif­
ficult to make a decision in pa1t 
because the New York State 
Depa1tment of Motor Vehicles 

Attack of the 10-faot crow not considered an emergency stop! 

has not responded to my 
request for info1mation about 
the potential range of fines that 
might be assessed. Though the 
infraction was fairly benign, the 
tmknown dollar factor concerns 
me greatly because not only 
will I need to pay the fine; but 
there may also be a surcharge to 
my Massachusetts insurance 
premiums for the next seven 
years. 

However, the main reason 
that I am reluctant to rehrrn and 
plead innocent is that I am 
indeed guilty of "disobeying a 
ti·affic control device." I hope 
you will bear with me while I 
explain what happened and per­
haps you will consider some 
leniency when you levy the 
fine. 

I make about three trips a 
year through your neck of the 
woods to visit my fainily in 
Ontario. I had planned this most 
recent visit for Febmary but my 
mother called and asked me to 
delay the trip to accommodate 
my brother Tom's surgery 
schedule. I was perfectly happy 

to do this since he and his wife 
Patti have been a tenific help to 
me dm'ing some difficult transi­
tions of the past few years. 

Now, you might think my 85 
year old mom had been schem­
ing since it turned out the opti­
mal time for me to help out just 
happened to be Mother's Day 
weekend but I can assure you 
that's not tiue. In any case, I 
contacted my co-worker Pat 
who's wanted make this jour­
ney with me for some time. 

I let her know that instead of 
the long-planned recreational 
n·ip to the lake we would be 
helping out my convalescing 
brother and his wife who was 
recovering from a car accident. 
Pat was a good sport, so we 
each took a few days of vaca­
tion and set out on our adven­
hlre. We worked ve1y hard to 
take care of their spring gai·den­
ing, winter cleanup and stmdry 
other household chores and also 
got to have a nice visit with my 
mother over the Mother's Day 
weekend. We reh1med to 

see CROWS pg 6 
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CROWS from pg 5 

Massachusetts on Monday. 
Pat was pretty excited about 

the rettun trip because we were 
traveling during the daylight 
hours and she'd be able to see the 
scenery. I promised her a little 
sight seeing as a reward for all the 
hard work. 

I'm sure the cmut is aware that 
a flock of giant crows has begun 
to convene just outside 
Alexandria. I saw the first crow 
with my young son about six 
years ago. It was poised on the 
edge of a field quite a distance 
from the highway and we thought 
we were imagmmg things 
initially. Over the next few years 
the crow was joined by another 
and then by a third. Funnily 
enough, in spite of their size, 
they're not very visible when 
traveling north because of the 
hills, trees and the median divider. 
You only see them going south. 

I had just been telling Pat about 
the birds when we approached 
them I was certain they were 
much closer to Route 81 than ever 
before. The lure of the crows was 
impossible for me to resist 
especially since a section of the 
fence was down and a pathway 
had been mowed through the 
field. It seemed as though the path 

had been mowed specifically for 
curious onlookers to get a closer 
look at the birds. We pulled off 
the highway and got out to take 
some photos. 

You likely know the darned 
birds are 10-12 feet tall but 
without a person standing beside 
them it's ve1y difficult to tell. I 
didn't want anyone to think the 
big bird photos were just a 
perspective illusion. 
Consequently, in the interest of 
artistic integrity, we walked a little 
closer. You CANNOT imagine 
what happened next because it 
was quite unbelievable. 

I was attacked by one of the 
crows! It happened so fast I was 
completely unaware I was in 
danger - forttmately Pat had her 
camera close at hand to document 
the whole thing. Now, you might 
think my friend would put the 
camera down to help me out but 
instead she zoomed in for a closer 
shot of me screaming for help. 

Fo11tmately I managed to pull 
my aim free from the vicious bird 
and escape. Pat and I got back to 
the car and pulled away from the 
road and were just staiting to get 
up to speed when a state trooper 
appeai·ed in my reai· view miirnr. 

His lights were flashing and I 
realized he wanted me to pullover. 
I handed him my license and 
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registration and politely asked 
him if fuere was a problem. "Yes 
ma'am fuere certainly is," was his 
response. Then he asked me to 
step out of the car. By now I was 
getting a little wo1ried but still 
hoping maybe my taillight was 
out or something irmocuous like 
that 

The trooper pointed behind us 
at a sign and asked ifl could see it. 
"Yes sir," I replied. Then he 
pointed out another sign just about 
50 feet further back and asked if I 
could see that one. ''Yes sir," I 
again replied 

By this time, I had a suspicion 
that Officer Connor was doing his 
best not to laugh. I'm quite sure 
he had suspected he was stopping 
a couple of drunk or stoned 
college stt1dents instead of a 
couple white-haired grandmother 
types on fue way home from a 
mission of mercy. Meanwhile, Pat 
was still in fue car and wondering 
what fue heck was going on wifu 
all fue questions and gesttuing. 

"Well ma'am, can you tell me 
what the signs say?" he asked 
next. Unfo11tmately I was 
stllmped on that one and had to 
confess I had no idea. I was now 
suspecting fue sign might say, ''No 
Cavo1ting wifu Crows" or "$500 
Fine for Fooling wifu Feathered 
Friends" or something like that. 

No such luck!! The officer told 
me the sign said "Emergency 
Stopping Only'' and then I staited 
to laugh. "Hmmm, I can see your 
point sir. I've been driving by 
those birds for about six yeai·s and 
I've never stopped before but my 
friend has a camera with her and 

While he acknowledged the 
birds were a tempting photo 
opporttmity he did note fue signs 
were quite prominently placed. It 
was pretty hai·d to argue wifu that 
one. Officer Connor fuen told me 
he generally makes offenders take 
a photo of the sign to put in their 
photo albtuns along with the birds. 

Since we were past fue signs 
we didn't take one at the time. 
Later in fue day, while stt1ck in 
traffic Pat leaned out the window 
to snap this photo for evidence of 
our civil disobedience. 

Anyhow, I do hope you will 
consider assessing a fairly minor 
fine in light of the fact that Pat and 
I were hying to take some 
humorous picttu·es for her young 
grandchildren, my aging mother 
and recovering brother. 

Sincerely, 
Anne Hai·ding 
PS: I would like to find out the 

name of the bird sculptor if 
possible as I am nying to make a 
giant stmflower out of an old 
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satellite dish and have been 
wondering where to install it. I 
think it would look fine with a 
laige crow next to it. 

Well, my letter was fo1warded 
to fue Jefferson County Dist:11ct 
Attorney's office where fue chaige 
was amended from ''Failure to 
Obey a Traffic Conn·ol Device" to 
"Stopping/Standing on 
Pavement." There was still no 
info1mation about fue cost of fue 
violation and I was ve1y tempted 
to argue that I was acrually 
parking on fue grass; however, I 
did plead guilty and eventtially 
paid my $50 fine. After all, I had 
afready spent considerable time 
amusing myself writing fue letter 
and my next trip wasn't scheduled 
for anofuer monfu or so. 

This summer when I pick up 
my nephews I think we'll take a 
detour through town and 
introduce ourselves to the court 
officials and explore fue town. 
In the meantime, I believe fuere 
are several strategic points in fue 
villages of Montague where a 
la1ge sculpttrre and appropriate 
signage could generate 
significant income for mrr town! 

MCTV Schedule:Channel 17: August 17th - 30th Thursday, August 23 
1000 pm Independent Voices #34 
10:30 pm International Rowers Al.Turners Falls 

9:30 am A Video Portraij of The Montague 
Plains 

Friday, August 17 
8:00 am Senior Center: Senior Aerobics 
8:30 am Montague Select Board (8113/07) 
11:00 am Changing Face of Turners Falls 
1 :00 pm Common Man Concerts: Stephanie 
Marshall 
6:30 pm NASA Connect: Festival of Right 
7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting (8(7f07) 
9:30 pm Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
10:30pm Seabrook 1977 

Saturday, August 18 
8:00 am NASA Connect: Festival of Flight 
8:30 am GMRSD Meeting (8f7/07) 
11 :00 am Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
12:00 pm Seabrook 1977 
6:00 pm The Well Being: "Memory-Use It 
Or Lose Ir 
7:00 pm Independent Voices #34 
7 :30 pm Block Party: Part One 
9:30 pm Over The Falls: Stan Rosenberg 
10:30 pm TFHS Awards Night 2007 

Sunday, August 19 
8:00 am The Well Being: "Memory-Use It 
Or Lose Ir 
9:00 am Independent Voices #34 
9:30 am Block Party: Part One 
11:30 am Over The Falls: Stan Rosenberg 
12:30 pm T umers Falls High School Awards 
Night 2007 
6:30 pm War Memorial Update with Art 
Gilmore 
7:00 pm Common Man Concerts: Cowbell 
Prescription 
8:00 pm Wind Changer: Ballet 
9:00 pm TFHS Commencement 2007 

10:30 pm Discovery Center: Birds of Prey 

Monday, August 20 
8:00 am War Memorial Update with Art 
Gilmore 
8:30 am Common Man Concerts: Cowbell 
Prescription 
9:30 am Wind Changer: Ballet 
10:30 am TFHS Commencement 2007 
12:00 pm Discovery Center: Birds of Prey 
7:00 pm Montague Select Board (7/13/07) 
9:30 pm Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
10:30 pm Seabrook 1977 

Tuesday, August 21 
8:00 am Montague Select Board (7/13/07) 
10:30 am Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
11:30 am Seabrook 1977 
6:30 pm The GED Connection #13: Reading 
Fiction 
7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting (8f7/07) 
9:30 pm Changing Face of Turners Falls 
11 :30 pm Independent Voices #34 

Wednesday, August 22 
8:00 am GED Connection #13 Reading 
Fiction 
8:30 am GMRSD Meeting (8f7/07) 
11 :00 am Changing Face ofTumers Falls 
1: 00 pm Independent Voices #34 
6:30 pm NASA Connect Festival of Flight 
7:00 pm GED Connection #14 Reading 
Poetry 
7:30 pm Seabrook 1977 
9:00 pm The Well Being •Memory-Use It 
Or Lose Ir 
10:00 pm Block Party Part One 

Call NATIONAL CITY 
MORTGAGE TIM PREVOST 

@ (413) 773-8984 

Exclusive lender for West Ridge 
Condominiums in Greenfield. The area's 

newest, ultra-affordable condo development. 

• Experience • Construction/Rehab Loans 
• Great Service • 100% Financing/ FHA/VA Loans 

Whatever your needs, call Tim for a Free Pre-Approval 

=:NOER 413-773-8984 @H~i1 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRICRS 

8 00 am NASA Connect: 
Festival of Flight 
8:30 am GED Connection #14: Reading 
Poetry 
9:00 am Seabrook 1977 
10:30 am The Well Being 'Memory- Use It 
Or Lose If' 
11:30 am Block Party Part One 
6:00 pm Over The Falls Stan Rosenberg 
7:00 pm Montague Select Board 8113/07 
9:30 pm War Memorial Update with Art 
Gilmore 
10:00 pm Silly Wizard Balloons 

Friday, August 24 
8:00 am Over the Falls: Stan Rosenberg 
9 00 am Montague Select Board (8113/07) 
11 :30 am War Memorial Update with Art 
Gilmore 
12:00 pm Silly Wizard Balloons 
6:30 pm NASA Connect: Wortd Space 
Congress 
700 pm GMRSD Meeting (8f7/07) 
9 30 pm Common Man Concerts Jeff Brewer 
10:30 pm Carlos W. Anderson 

Saturday, August 25 
8:00 am NASA Connect: Wortd Space 
Congress 
8 30 am GMRSD Meeting (8f7/07) 
11 :00 am Common Man Concerts: Jeff Brewer 
12:00 pm Carlos W. Anderson 
6 30 pm The Well Being •Memory - The Art 
and Science of Herbs" 
730 pm GED Connection #14 Reading and 
Poetry 
8 00 pm Block Party: Part Two 

Sunday, August 26 
8 00 am The Well Being: 'Toe Art and Science 
of Herbs" 
9 00 am GED Connection #14 Reading and 
Poetry 
9 30 am Block Party Part Two 
11 30 am Independent Voices #34 
12:00 pm International Rowers Al. Turners Falls 
6 30 pm Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
7 30 pm Seabrook 1977 
9 00 pm War Memorial Update with Art Gilmore 
9 30 pm Montague Update: Mark Lattanzi 
1000 pm Discovery Center: John Root/Wild 
Edibles 

Monday, August 27 
8:00 am Common Man Concerts: Denise 
Grendon 
900 am Seabrook 1977 
10:30 am War Memorial Update with Art 
Gilmore 
11 00 am Montague Update: Mark Lattanzi 
11:30 am Discovery Center: John Root/Wild 
Edibles 
6 00 pm Senior Center: Senior Aerobics 
7 00 pm Montague Select Board (Live) 
10:00 pm Common Man Concerts: Jeff Brewer 
11 00 pm A Video Portraij of The Montague 
Plains 

Tuesday, August 28 
8 00 am Senior Center: Senior Aerobics 
8:30 am Common Man Concerts: Jeff Brewer 

(413) 773-3678 
F~~ (-tl3) 774-;74.u 

R~ 
~Ydc-/4 

Open 5-9 Sun -Thurs 

6:30 pm The GED Connection #14: Reading 
and Poetry 
7:00 pm GMRSD Meeting (Live) 
10:00 pm International Rowers at T umers Falls 
10:30 pm Silly Wizard Balloons 

Wednesday, August 29 
8:00 am GED Connection #14: Reading and 
Poetry 
8:30 am International Rowers at Turners Falls 
9:00am Silly Wizard Balloons 
6 30 pm NASA Connect: World Space 
Congress 
7:00 pm GED Connection #15: Reading Drama 
7:30 pm Cartos W. Anderson 
8:30 pm Senior Center Elder Law 
9:30 pm The Well Being: "The Art and Science 
of Herbs" 
10:30 pm Block Party Part One 

Thursday, August 30 
800 am NASA Connect World Space 
Congress 
8:30 am GED Connection #15: Reading 
Drama 
9:00 am Senior Center Elder Law 
10:00 am The Well Being 'Toe Art and 
Science of Herbs" 
11 :00 am Block Party Part One 
6 00 pm Sheffield School Play Dancing 
Princess 
7:00 pm Montague Select Board 8127/07 
9:30 pm Block Party: Part T 'Ml 

11 :30 pm Encore Body Art 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

Denise DiPaolo, Owner 
Hilton Dottin, Chef 

TEL 413-863-4441 
FAX 413-863-4421 

"Aiming for 
Astonishing Service" 

low rates. professional service.boysenh@aol.com 
advertising . web graphics . logos. brochures. colologs. cords. signs 

5 - 10 Fri and Sat 
Closed Tues 
Reservations Accepted 

166AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 ..._J , 

413-367-2425 lynrueynolds@verizon.net www.boysenhodgson.biz www. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. c OM 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

September 26th Eyed for Special Town Meeting 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN 

At the beginning of its 
August 8th meeting to discuss 
the current numbers of the 
constmction account, town 
accountant Janet Swem told 
the board that another three­
month renewal of the short 
term town center building 
projects loan would cost the 
town an additional $15,000. 
According to Swem the closing 
on the long term USDA loan 
should be soon, and will 
require signatures of bond 
counsel and town counsel, but 
will be done electronically 
without a physical meeting. 

Selectboard member 
Christine Heard went through 
a list of properties in town that 
have more than the two 
unregistered vehicles that town 
bylaws allow. Most owners 
are complying with either a 
special pe1mit or a license, and 
with some exceptions are 
keeping the vehicles off the 
road and neat or out of sight. 
Both she and selectboard chair 
Ted Lewis were unsure of the 
exact number of vehicles that 

and joining a K-12 district with 
Orange. The Petersham school 
committee likes the idea as a 
way of possibly expanding 
their curriculum, and the 
Orange committee is 
enthusiastic about the 
proposal. Slavas said that the 
Department of Education 
Commissioner would not look 
kindly at a mixed regional 
arrangement with Wendell, 
New Salem, Petersham and 
Orange in a 7 through 12 
district, but only Petersham 
and Orange in a K through 12 
district. 

It was unclear how the K-12 
subcommittee was formed, 
since a representative from 
Wendell was not appointed to 
the committee. Heard 
suggested that the committee 
was formed by the people who 
liked the idea. A draft proposal 
that was supposed to be ready 
for towns to vote on in October 
will not be offered until spring, 
and a unanimous vote from the 
four towns is needed for the 
change. 

ldoine said that the interest 
Mark Stewart has on Plain of the finance committee is 
Road, but for nine years he has 
been saying he had contacted 
someone to haul the extra 
vehicles away, that the process 
was about to start, but the 
vehicles are still there. The 
Selectboard thought Stewart 
might need a financial 
incentive to get the process 
moving, and asked Town 
Coordinator Nancy Aldrich to 
draft and send a certified letter 
to Stewa1t reminding him that 
the bylaw authorizes a fine of 
$75 per day per violation if he 
does not have the vehicles 
removed within ten days of 
receiving the letter. He is also 
allowed to apply for a special 
pe1mit. 

Jim Slavas, and Michael 
Idoine of the finance 
committee informed the 
Selectboard of the effort, 
mainly by the Orange School 
Committee, to create a K-12 
regional school district. Both 
Wendell and New Salem have 
made it clear that they are not 
interested in leaving the Union 
28 elementary school district, 

focused on each town's per 
student assessment, and that 
their objective is to get the 
method for reaching that 
assessment changed to be 
fairer toward Wendell. He 
thought the regionalization 
vote might give Wendell some 
leverage for influencing other 
towns. The committee member 
he spoke with seemed shocked 
that Wendell's per-student cost 
was so high. 

In order to set a date for a 
special town meeting, Aldrich 
looked forward on the calendar 
and saw that September 26th is 
the first possible non­
Selectboard night available. 
The warrant will include 
closing on the USDA loan, and 
transfening money left from 
the demolition account for the 
former house at 9 Morse 
Village Road to town property 
cleanup. 

Larry Ramsdell, the new 
town custodian, asked to set up 
a meeting with the Selectboard 
to prioritize the work that he 
will do to clean up around and 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WENDELL POLICE LOG 
Moose Still on the Loose 

Wt>dnt>sday, 7-11 
Depot Road resident 

repo1ted 2 flags stolen from 
front yard. 

Thursday, 7-12 
Medical assistance needed at 

residence on Gate Lane. 

Saturday, 7-14 
1-car accident on Depot 

Road; no injuries. 

Sunday, 7-15 
Domestic problem on 

Jennison Road. 

Thursday, 7-19 
Individual called to report he 

backed into another vehicle on 
West Street. Info was 
exchanged. 

F1iday, 7-27 
West Street resident repo1ted 

striking a moose on Montague 
road. Driver and moose 
uninjured. 

F1iday, 8-3 
Storm, high winds result in 

wires down at 417 Farley Road. 

behind the stage at the town 
hall. According to Ramsdell, 
the mess consists of a range of 
items from unwashed dishes to 
the property of former town 
hall employees. Aldrich said 
that in New Salem the 
Selectboard set a date for the 
removal of items, and anything 
remaining after that date was 
thrown out. 

Robbie Heller, substituting 
for Marianne Sundell, reserved 
the town hall for Saturday 
December 1st 10:00 to 4:00, 
and Sunday December 2nd 
12:00 to 4:00, for the annual 
holiday craft fair. Set up will 

be Friday November 30th but 
the fair committee will pay 
rent for only the two days that 
the fair is open. 

Franklin County hazardous 
waste collection day will be 
Saturday September 8th at the 
Montague Highway Garage, 
the Orange Transfer Station, 
and at the Charlemont Route 2 
Park and Ride. Pre registration 
is required by August 31st, and 
can be accomplished at 
www franklincountywastedistr 
ict.org or by mail. Forms are 
available at the town office 
building. 

Mass Recycles would like 

Wendell to support a resolution 
in favor of recycling. 

Dennis Harris submitted his 
resignation from the 
Conservation Commission as 
of August 1st. Ward Smith of 
Montague Road volunteered to 
fill the vacancy, and Charles 
Smith of the Con Com 
recommended that the 
Selectboard appoint him 
because of the ability he 
demonstrated delineating 
wetlands. The Selectboard 
appointed Smith. 

No plans yet? We can help. 

Look what's new for Fall Semester! 

On-Line 
Classes 

• Introduction to 
Medical Terminology 

• Art History I 
• Human Anatomy and 

Physiology I 
• Relational Database Design 

and Application 
• Prcgramming Pnncipies and 

Concepts 
• Pnnciples of 

Macroeconomics 
• Introduction to Early 

Childhood Education 
• A Introduction to 

Spec,al Education 
• English Composition I: 

ExpositoryWriting 
• English Composition l:The 

Impact or Language 
• English Composition II: 

Exploring Literature 
• British Literature I 
• Western Civilization to • 

1500A.D. 
• History of the American 

People Since 1865 
• Women ,n American H,story 
• Introduction to Human 

• Amencan Politics 
• Principles of Psychology 
• Human Growth and 

Development 
• Pnnaples of Sociology 

Classes in 
Northampton 

• Art History II 
• Human Systems 
• English Composition I & II 
• Amencan Politics 
• Principles of Psychology 
• Abnormal Psychology 
• Pnnaples of Sociology 
• Elementary Spanish I 

Renewable/Sustainable 
EnergyClasses/Workshops: 

Sustainable Living/Energy 

Sustainable Culture & Harmonious Systems: 
Hands-on lntrodua:ion to Permaculwre Design 

The Ecological Home Landscape 

I 00 Native Plants for Your Home Landscape 

Solar Domestic Hot Water 

Pass1ve Solar Technology 

Energy Conservation and Effioency 

Introduction to Photovoltaic (Solar Electridcy) Technology 

Tome Your Home Energy Expense Beast 

So/or Electricity (PV) (or Home and Business 

Solar Hot Water Heating 

Did You Know ? 

23 Classes meet UMASS 
Socio/ & Cu/tum/ Diversity Requirement 

CEU's available [or Massage Theropists, 
Bodyworkers and other Heahh Care Providers 

Professional Development {or Educators 

Cr/mind/ Justice Program is POPP Qµinn Bif/ Accredited 

GCC & MCLA:2 + 2 = BA 

An academic collaboration between Massachusetts 
College of Uberol Arts & Greenfield Community 
College provides a port-time option towards a 
BA. degree in Interdisciplinary Studies with Teacher 
Ucensure ,n Elementary Education. 

MASSART at GCC 

The Massachusetts College of Art, in collaborotion 
with Green(ield Community College is offering 
Bac;he/or of Fine Arts level classes at GCC. 

REGISTRATION 
NOW IN PROGRESS 

Day and Evening classes 

begin September 5 

Community 
Education 

• Easy Access to Dance, 
Massage and MuSJc classes 
on a credit-fi·ee basis 

• ESL Study Skills a~d TOEFL 
iBT Prep 

• Intermediate French 
Conversation 

• Massage Made Easy for 
Friends and Family 

• 25 Pract.Jcal Strategies for 
Coping with Attention 
Defictt Disorder 

• Attention Deficit Disorder 
in the Workplace 

• Women and Attention 
Deficit Disorder 

• Holistic Approach to 
Hypoglycerma & Diabetes 

• Sleeping Well Without Drugs 
• Self-Care to Health Care: 

Be an Effective Healthcare 
Consumer 

• Art & Film for Seniors 
• Handmade Gifts for the 

Holidays 
• Advwced Beginners Salsa 
• Quickbooks for Small 

Bus•ness 
• Writing Funny 
• Ants in Their Pants: Helping 

Kids Put to Words What's 
Bugging them w/o Going 
Buggy Yourself 

Worl<shops in 
Northampton 

• Ideas & Inventions 
to Market 

• How to Get Debt Free 
• Joumeyman Electrician 
• Socially Responsible Investing 
• Journeyman Plumber 
• Blacksmithing 

Workforce 
Development 

• Qu1ckbooks for Small 
Business Owners 

• Advanced Quickbooks 
Modules 

• Prepare for the Mass Test for 
Educator L1censure (MTEL) 

• Overcoming Negativity 
in the Workplace 

• Service 1n the 
Hospitality Industry 

Greenfield Community College • gcc.mass.edu • (413) 775-180 I 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 

Trash Sticker Price Increasing to $3 
COMPILED FROM STAFF 
REPORTS 

At the Selectboard meeting 
on August 13th, Highway 
Superintendent Tom Bergeron 
told the Selectboard that trash 
stickers will need to be increased 
from $2.50 to $3.00 beginning 
October 1st. According to 
Bergeron, the costs to the town 
have been rapidly rising, and 
despite effo1ts to combat the 
increases, the town has reached a 
point where the $2.50 sticker fee 
does not cover the cost of 
disposal. According to 
Bergeron, the only alternative to 
raising the sticker price is to cut 
se1vices. He did note, however, 
that he has managed to convert 
the recycle tmck to be more 
efficient by combining the pick­
up of both cans/bottles and 
newspaper/cardboard. 
Previously, two recycle tmcks, 
one for paper and cardboard, and 
another for bottles and cans, 
traveled the entire route. Now 
each tmck travels only half the 
distance, reducing the trip by 
300 miles per week. This 
translates into savings in temlS 

of both fuel costs and wear and 
tear on the tmcks. Bergeron 
credited his drivers and co­
workers for coming up with this 
cost saving and time saving plan. 

Bergeron also notified the 
board that the DPW will no 
longer be picking up commercial 
cardboard after October 1st 
because the cost to the town to 
do so is too high. In a follow-up 
conversation with The Reporter, 
Bergeron said that he will be 
sending notices to businesses in 
town advising them of the 
change. Businesses can choose 
to contract with a private hauler 
or transpo1t their own paper and 
cardboard to the recycling 
facility in Montague. 

Not only are trash stickers 
going up --so, too, will sewer 
bills. Robert Trombley, 
superintendent of the Montague 
Water Pollution Control Facility 
announced that he wants the 
Selectboard to schedule a public 
hearing on the rate increase. The 
Board is expected to set a date 
for this hearing soon. The hike, 
however, may be less than what 
was expected due to lower actual 

costs for phase one of the CSO 
(consolidated sewer ovenide) 
project. 

The notices above may well 
lead you to drink. If so, 
Montague is working on a policy 
to govem that, too. The issue of 
restaurants or bars se1ving liquor 
on the sidewalks outside their 
establishments was a topic of 
lengthy and lively discussion. 
The timing of the discussion 
couldn't have been more right, 
coming as it did on the Monday 
after the highly successful River 
Culture/Tumers Falls Block 
Pa1ty. Although only 
Selectboard member Patricia 
Pmitt, who was part of the 
organizing committee, actually 
attended the pa1ty, the board was 
clearly pleased with the success 
of the party, and took the 
opportunity to stress how the 
Avenue could and should be 
used for open-air activities. 

According to Frank 
Abbondanzio, town 
administrator, the proposed 
regulations would require that at 
least seven feet of sidewalk 
remain open for pedestrians, 

though the Selectboard could 
waive the distance to four feet on 
a case-by-case basis. The 
ordinance would also require 
that food be se1ved along with 
alcohol, and that the area be 
roped off so that alcohol could 
not be transpo1ted beyond 
designated areas. Licenses 
would be granted on a year-to­
year basis, and at each 
relicensure, the Select.board 
would take into consideration 
the concerns of abutters and 
neighborhood residents. 

The proposed regulations 
were generally well received by 
restaurant owners in downtown 
Tumers. Denise DiPaolo, owner 
of Ristorante DiPaolo, the only 
restaurant in town that has so far 
received permission to serve 
food and alcohol on the 
sidewalk, noted that "eve1ybody 
wants to be outside in good 
weather. It's ve1y appealing to 
people." Bill Holbrook of Jake's 
Tavem, agreed with diPaolo, 
though he didn't feel he would 
be needing a license since he 
already had an enclosed patio 
but did agree that it was a good 

thing since it brought people to 
town. Pam Kostanski of JK 
Liquors on Avenue A, who hosts 
wine tastings during special 
downtown events, also indicated 
interest in moving the tastings 
outside. Lou Collins, from 
Second Street Cafe, who 
supports outside drinking, did 
express concem that regulations 
might restrict his ability to hold 
outside events. At present, he 
noted that he applies regularly 
for a temporaiy license to host a 
one-day outside event. So far, 
all ten have been enjoyable, well 
attended and problem free. He 
felt that the new regulations 
requiring food to be served along 
with drink would force him to 
change his way of doing 
business; he also was concerned 
about a proposal that would 
eliminate the tlSe of advertising 
logos on umbrellas or tables that 
he said help offset his expenses. 
The Selectboard said that they 
would take up the matter of 
tempora1y licenses at another 
hearing. 

NOTES FROM THE Gill SElECTBOARD 

Construction Affects Transportation 
BY ALEX GOTTSCHALK 

The main topic of disct1Ssion 
at the Gill Select Boai·d meeting 
on Monday concerned ongoing 
road work in the town that has 
affected transpo1tation and 
commuting in the ai·ea. There has 
been some confusion over both 
the progress being made on 
repairs for the road and the billing 
for these repairs. A representative 
from the company contracted to 
do the work was present at the 
meeting, and the three pa1ties 
involved - the select boai·d, the 
Gill DPW and the company - all 
agreed that the work itself was 
going well, and that any financial 

concerns - such as double billing 
- could be easily cleai·ed up. 

Prior to the beginning of the 
meeting, select board member 
Leland Stevens , Mickey 
Laclaire of the Gill Highway 
Department, and Jeff Howe, who 
represented Greenman-Peterson 
Inc. (the company that had been 
contracted by the town to do the 
work) had visited the worksite to 
smvey progress on the project.. 
Both Stevens and Laclaire were 
happy with GPI and Howe for 
making the effo1t and the trip to 
view first-hand the work on the 
road. 

"I have the utmost respect for 

GPI, and we are not looking to 
throw you [Howe ] under the btlS. 
We just had some questions about 
the project and I think it's simply 
a matter of being out there to 
understand it," Laclaire told 
Howe. "It's good that you 
actually came out," seconded 
Stevens. 

Laclaire and Howe also made 
anangements to review invoices 
for the company and to make sure 
that the town was not paying for 
the same se1vices twice. 

The consensus from both the 
town and company was that the 
project had gone on for so long 
with so many different people 

involved that the chance for e1rnr 
on both sides had increased, 
especially as far as pape1work 
was concerned. 

Also on the table was the issue 
of a new tmck for the Gill DPW, 
something that has been under 
discussion since April of this 
yeai·. ''When we know what the 
school is going to do, we'll go 
forward on this," said select 
boai·d member Ann Banash. Prior 
to the Monday night meeting , 
there had been some talk of a 
special town meeting to vote on a 
new truck, but both Laclaire and 
the boai·d agreed that it wasn't 
necessa1y for Gill townspeople to 

tum out to vote just on this one 
issue, albeit an impo1tant one as 
the ctuent DPW tmck is well 
over seventeen years old. 

In other town news, Rene 
Jenkins was appointed by the 
board to the Cotmcil On Aging, 
just in time for the COA's 
Wednesday Night Ice Cream 
Social. The select boai·d also is 
going to be beginning a complete 
review of cunent sewer 
regulations in the coming 
months. "We're going to look at 
other towns and see what they're 
doing, rather than reinventing the 
wheel," said Banash in reference 
to these regulations. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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I • BAKER==-> I 
1 Office Supply I 
I Buy 5 cards at 50% off, get I 
I the fifth one free! 

310 Main Street 
1

1 

I www.bakerofficesupply.com Greenfield 
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DEMERS' LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping & Excavating 

Estimates Given - Fully Insured 
136 Turnpike Road, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

I 
I 

IITALANC 

( 4ll) 8.54-7569 
O..Nf-OUJS MIO HMIUllf5 • !Snow,,,_,,. I 

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your 

attic, basement. garage, barn. yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 

S6 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, M.ASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
B.ROKnR 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

THE 

COUNTRY JEWELEIUW 
<I!> Traditional and Contempom1y Jewelry 

<i'!> Diamonds 
~ Watches 

C11sro111 r~pair 
ivork t1,me 011J1remises 

Comer of Main & 
Chapman Stree1s, Greenfield 

Call Larry: 
772-0859 

(ij> Anniversary Bands 

OldfllSfiionetf service! 

Mon.• Sat. 
9:30 • 5:30 

www.countryjeweler.com 
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PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

/lllen, Wo,..en S. ~hffd~•n 
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cities throughout the state that 
Ve1monters now have the power 
to act to create a tntly Green pow­
ered future for the Green 
Mountain State, to put enough 
windmills on their ridgelines, har­
vest the sun, invest in conse1va­
tion and efficiency, to replace and 
reduce the demand for the elec­
tricity VY produces, put 
Ve1mont's energy dollars to work 
for a healthy, sustainable local 
economy, and shut down their old 
reactor before it blows a gasket 
and shuts down our Franklin 
Cmmty for good. 

And believe me, there is plenty 
of wind on those ridgelines. I 
fmmd that out the first day, cycling 
up Searsburg Mmmtain with 70 
potmds of leaflets in my saddle­
bags, past those gracefttlly turning 
wind turbines in Readsboro. 

Speaking to potluck gather­
ings, talking with local legislators, 
passing out 3000 flyers, patching 
flat tires, speaking on statewide 
radio, avoiding barking dogs, it's 
all pait of the stmggle for positive 
change. In the end, it is just one 
drop in a gathering stream of ener­
gy turning this state into a leader 
for a green, renewable, safe ener­
gy future. As we criss-cross the 
state, leaining again and again the 
subtle mystery of the slogan 
"Vermont Ain't Flat," I wonder, 
did Ce1vantes have it right? In the 
final analysis, can we expect noth­
ing but labor for our pains? Or was 
Gandhi closer to the mai·k in say­
ing, "Whatever you do will be 
insignificant, but it is most impor­
tant that you do it?" The final 

wor?, on that subject, is not a· I 
yet Ill. ..,, 

Upinngil 
food you need from the land you love 

Our First Crop of 
Grapes! 

• Table grapes 
• Wine grapes 
• Juice grapes 

Place v11r onlers 
or pick 011 IOW! 

Farm Stand and Store 
7 days a week • 8 a.m.-dusk 

411 Main Road, Gill 
413-863-2297 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Movable Violations ... 
Thursday 8-16 

1 :43 a.m. After a motor vehicle 
stop on Dell Street at T umpike Road. 

was arrested and 
charged with illegally attaching license 
plates, operating with a suspended 
license, operating with number plates 
improperly displayed, operating an 
unregistered motor vehicle or trailer, 
illegal possession of class D drug, 
registration not in possession, regis­
tration sticker missing, operating with 
license suspended for operating under 
the influence of liquor. 

11:00 a.m. Report of a larceny 
from a Coolidge Avenue address. 
Medication and money missing from 
house. Report taken. 

7:56 p.m. Report of a fight in the 
alley between 3rd Street and 4th 
Street. A group of people were yelling 

at each other. Found to be a neighbor 
dispute. Peace restored. 

Friday 8-17 
1 :57 p.m. Report of illegal dump­

ing along the canal near G Street. 
Kids were throwing bikes into the 
water, Under investigation. 

11:59 p.m. After a motor vehicle 
stop on Turnpike Road,_ 

, was arrested 
and charged with operating under the 
influence of liquor, minor transporting 
alcohol, cracked windshield. 

Saturday 8-18 
1:40 a.m. Report of a fight at a 

Henry Avenue address. Everyone 
went inside on arrival of police. 
Alcohol may have played a part in 
argument. 

10:22 a.m. Report of a fight at an 

Oakman Street address. Father and 
daughter were arguing. Found to be 
verbal only. 

632 p.m. After a motor vehicle 
stop on Millers Falls Road near the air­
oort. 

was arrested and 
charged operating with a revoked reg­
istration, uninsured motor vehicle, 
operating with a suspended license, 
and no inspection sticker. 

Sunday 8-19 
12:15 a.m. Walk in to station 

reported loud noise disturbance at a 
2nd Street address. 

was arrested and 
charged w~h domestic assault and 
battery and malicious destruction of 
property under $250. 

9:10 p.m. After a motor vehicle 

stop in the alley between 3rd and 4th 
Streets a 16 year old juvenile male 
was arrested and charged with failure 
to stop for a police officer, operating to 
endanger, and 3 violation on a moped, 
speed in excess of 25 mph, failure to 
signal, failure to stop at a stop sign. 

Monday 8-20 
2 48 p.m. Report of an accident 

with personal injury on 3rd Street. A 
man rode his bike into a car. Subject 
refused ambulance. Report taken. 

814 pm. Report of suspicious 
activity in front of 118 Avenue A Two 
subjects were summonsed. 

, was arrested and charged 
with possession of a class D drug and 
possession of cocaine to distribute. 

for the Reside~ts and Businesses• of tt,e following towns: AU!o~ Bemardsto11, Buckland, Ctiarlemont, Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, Erving, 
Gill, Hawl&y, Montagu&, New Salem, Northfield, Orange, Petersham, Rowe, Shelburne, Sunderland, Warwick, Wendell and Whately. 

Saturday, September 8th 
at 

MONTAGUE HIGHWAY GARAGE, 
RT. 2 PARK AND RIDE (CHARLEMONT) & ORANGE TRANSFER STATION 

WHAT TO BRINC 
Any substance with labels 1hat say: CAUSTIC, TOXIC, CORROSIVE, POISON, FLAMMABLE, 

WARNING, DANGER, CAUTION 

fRQM JHE YARQ/GAROfN 
Pl:STlCIO:S 
INSECT SPRAYS 
FU~GICIOES 
FLEAPOWOER 
HE/161CIDES 
ROOT KILLEFIS 
RODEN.T 1(1LLERS 
1.illlH/\11 C ACI0 
fJO·Pl:ST STRIPS 
POOL CHEM CALS 
LIGHTER FlUID 

FRW,, 1lJ HOUSE 
DRAIN CLEANERS 
0\/EN CLEANERS 
RUG OLEkNERS 
METAL P(l.lSH 
CHEMISTRY SETS 
MOTHBALLS 
TOILET CLEANERS 
tLU DllfSCtlJl LI l;.HT 8ULBS 
MERCURY THERMOMETERS 
MERCURY T/iERMOSTATS 
~CHARGEABLE BATTERIES 
BUTTON BA ITTA! FS 
ARTS & CRAITT SUPPL! ES 

[ROM IHE WORK BENCH FROM THE CARAGE 
ROOFING TAA AtHIFREEZE 
VARNISH ENGINE OEGR EASER 
SEALANTS BRAKE ,LU ID 
\1/000 STRIPPERS ti. STAINS USED MOTOR aL 
RUST INHIEHORS C\R BATTERIES 
PAINTTHINIJERS C'ARBURETOR CLEANE-11 
DEGREASERS GA.S TREATMENTS 
WOOO PRESERVATIVES RHRlc.£RANTS 
SOLVENTS RADIATOR rt.USH EA 
LEAD & Oll.·8ASED PAINIS (T40~ll!EX) ASPHALT SEALER 
PHOTO QfEMICJ\LS TRMJSliJIISSION FLUID 
CREOSOTE GASOLIIJE 

KEROSENE 
SOLVEf'ITS 

WHAT NOT TO BRING 
LATEX PAim • ASBESTOS• GAS CYLINDERS• RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL• EM PTV COl'ITAINERS FROM HAZARDOUS 

PRODUCTS• FIRE EXTINGUISHERS• EJO>LOSIVES (ll~CLUDING AMMUNITION AND FIREWORKS) 

For more information, visit www.franklincountywastedistrlct.org or call ttle Franklin County 
Solid Waste District at (413) 772-2438. MA Relay for 1he hearing impaired: 711 or 

1 (800) 439-2370 (TTY/TDD), The District is an equal opportunity provider. 

Free disposal lO reside Ills. • Businesses wil I be charged ,,.. disposal cost. 
Call 413·772·WIB for business registration inl01mation. 

You Must PRE-REGISTER to Participate 
Register on•line at: www.franklincount~astedistrict.org 

or 1111 out form below and mail It. 

Regis!tation Deadline is August 31st. Space is limited 

Q..,.... -------------------------, ti Please fill out this form completely and mail lo: 1 
FCSWMD, 50 Miles St., Greenfield, MA 0i30i : 

RESIDENT NAl,1E· ______________ I 
I 

MAILING ADDRESS-·------------- I 

------------------' 

~:~~~:::~::E-NC-· :.:::::::::::::::::::::::::!~ 
TYPE ANO AMOUfH OF WASH (Please be specific!) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I MR 

L _____________________________ J 

FREE MERCURY FEVER THERMOMETER EXCHANGE 

9 

-----------------------------------------------

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager ,. 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
~ Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- • Struts• Tune-ups• Brakes• Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPEC'nOl'f-STArfON:N0.1ios1 

u 

Summer Camps 
12 different camps to excite 

all children ages 3-15 
Camp Apex (now with a heated pool) 

Sports Camps (two per week) 
Gymnastics Camps (air-conditioned comfort) 

Camp Allen (Academics and P.E.) 
Summer PreSchool and Specialty Camps 

www.ymcamgreenf1eld.org • 773-3646 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

www.mcca1thyf11i1rmlhumc>,.cc,m 

Since 1895 

011 the Co111mo11 
Gree,ifield, MasS::tclwsetts 

Dimers Falls, Miissachusells 

(413) 774-4808 

John C. Davis 
Oin'rtor 

CASH PAID FHm CDs 
lPs 
DVDs 

N~llT~MPf~N. LASIHAMPf~N. ~~Amrn~~~. mN[ • lU~NIT~PmM 
m5m~!a m5m~1~ mrnLBm rnB~Rllll!] 
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It is difficult 
to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

- William Carlos Williams 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, 
Janel Nockleby and Jamie Berger 

Readers are invited to send poems to the 
Montague Reporter at 24 3rd Street, 

Turners Falls, MA01376; 

design by Boysen Hodgson 

or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

Light (b'hind y'r'i'yelids) 

Th'apt. is cluttered 
-white 

y'r'asleep 
y'did burn out th'light w/ th'flick ofa switch 
y'did scumble a room'n th'apt. 
y'did obscure th'light 

brighter white on white vent'a'light 
brighter white on white 
"Then I saw th'light go" 
"A cloud must've pass'd in front'f th'sun" 
"Clouds move-quick today" 

[Following: eight a. in concord w/) 
th'cardinal number after 

[That's: nine ways (at thrice) asquint askew] 
[which usually supplied from context] 
[figure or symbol representing-] 

sprint back + forth before'th window 
sprint th'steady apt. light cor­
coruscate'afore th'light brighter 
white on white vent'a'light alight be­
low th'apt.window before'th 
window light apt. light 

asleep­
love you like light 

closed eyes coruscate 
light th'view b'hind y'r'i'yelids 

Outside I 
sprint back + forth before'th window 
w/'n you 
sleep/asleep I love you like light/light 

--Adam Golaski 

Office: 413 303 9193 
SKYPE: boysen.hodgson 

A full service Graphic Design 
and Marketing Shop. 

Call Boysen Hodgson for: logos. 
brochures, web design, postcards, mugs, 
hats, shirts, business cards, Flash graphics, 
powerpolnt slide shows, consulting, 
cd covers, posters -· {and there's more!) 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 
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Strings 

Dissolution state: 
Point of severance = 
Point of entrance 

En trance 
En train de 
without meeting boundaries 

Not the because of 
origin 

Infinity broken 
into 

Invisible light strings 
Rimbaud's guirlande, chaine 
d'or 

Being both cause and 
dance 

Struggle of a shadow 
with a wall 

"The passive fantasy 
of spaces yet unfilled" 

calling jaune 
in the woods now 

without shape or 
matter 

The spirit of something 
left over 

and mistaken for an 
absent person 

owning 3 shirts, 
an eggplant, an orange, 
a blueprint, a lack 

of magnesium 

The cut widened each day: 
to have a room or exile 

Not the narrative of that 
but the space beyond 

Where the gossamer thread 
might catch 

at the edge of the chamber 

Feeling 
breaks 

in the cold gray dawn 

At the frontiers 
to exist 

like light 

touching nothing 
illuminating air 
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between the streetlamp 
and the sidewalk 

That passage 

in the extenuating field 

revives 

the reverie 
of flight 

Through the window in 
and out of the eye 

where any shadow has 
the thickness of the sea 

Inside is let in 
and the dream 

runs in a flash 
on the fruited plain 

exalting the old claim 
of home, 

a translucent paper house 

-Patricia Pruitt 
Turners Falls 

The editors would like to thank the following for their 
generous financial underwriting of The Poetry Page: 

Klondike Sound, Carlin Barton, Harry 
Brandt, Ron Bosch and Mary Drew, 
Michael Farrick, and Michael Muller. 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COHN& 

74( Main Street • Northfield 

413-498-5166 

COMPANY 
~.eal ~state ~!!e~cy 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 



August 23, 2007 

My Week in the Sun 

The motel wakes up slowly 
one t.v. after another tuned 

to the same channel A gauze 
moon hangs in the cloudless sky 

strong sun igniting the crushed 
shell paths crisscrossing the court 

By the barbecue grills a concrete 
angel stands guard over her 
coin-filled fountain instant sounds 
of surf drowned by canned laughter 

Within the tall palms green 
parrots chat-up guests moving 
from hot tub to pool-side then 
to lazy chaise hours surrounded 
by semitropical lushness red 
hibiscus and small talk 

From Mussoorie Miscellany 

I do not know much about rivers 
but I'm pretty sure that the Connecticut 
is not a strong brown god. 
The Ganges water is considered 
so sacred 
that in Old Delhi notion shops 
vials of bottled Ganga sell for 8 rupees. 

Nobody yet has put 
the Connecticut in glass jars 
though Nestle might. 

But that's another story. 

So to today: 
My little white dog 
pokes along the river's edge 
her nose sniffing out a thousand scents: 
dogs, raccoons, field mice, cats, birds, porcupines. 

I envy her ability to distinguish what is gone 
And what's still here 
And yet always be in the moment that is: 
"the way the light stood on the water that time." 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
.we Accept All 

Mass Repair Shop #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD 
Insurance Companies 

•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Un body 

Quality Worlc on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

Straightening 

LOCAL PICK-UP 
& DELIVERY ~ 

Avenue A Cafe Ne\A/ ~ours, 
W1rele&& 

Home o/Cz~p O'Joe lnt:ernet 

Espresso • Capp~ccmo • ~ttes •. !) 

• Great coffee, pastries, i 

and breakfast served all day. ;z 
• Deli sa.ndwiches and wraps 

are available for lunch. 
• Stand by for Great New 
Additions! 

Mon. - Th11l's. 6am-Spm 
Fl'i. 6am-9ish 

Sat. 7am-9ish 
Sun. 9am-Spm 

111 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 013761 (413) 863-2800 I Evelyn Daly• Owner 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Midmorning the first of many 
long walks on the fine white sand 

trailing fields of skittering 
sanderlings pairs of brown 
pelicans cruising inches above 
the surf raucous gulls contesting 
beach scraps my pockets filling 
with the next perfect shell 

Back in the court the bougainvillea's 
fragrance is smothered by fried 
onions drifting from the barbecue 
circle now resounding with more 
canned laughter tall tales and 
weather predictions A nap 
and dog-eared paperback wait 

Transience equals radiance 
but memory revives the past 
revivifies the present 
confuses tenses. 

I try to be more doglike-­
to be here now--
by making my own inventory: 
blue water going to green, 
dank smell of rotting leaves 
nestling in pools along the shore, 
seven swans (really) swimming, 
four mallards, 
a hawk overhead, 
one motor boat, 
no eagle. 

--Christopher 
Sawyer-Lauganno 

Turners Falls 

540 Northfield Rd., Ber.nardston !-800-327-9992 
www.countryoil.com 413-648-9912 

~ Annual 
'~ HeatQI 

Svstem 
c1ean1n1 

~,i Pltmbl._ 
1,<f, Repairs 

~ LICENSED 
'&~ IlCH­

NICIANS 
#M10588 (MA) 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 

HIC #134741 
Insured 

~ EASTERN OW WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

/ntraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

the poetry page 

My day ends with the unvarying 
ritual watching the sun ease below 
the horizon freighter silhouettes 
framed like Thai shadow puppets 

Night settles the songs of small birds 
diminish blue lights behind patio 
doors begin their flickering dance sand 
dumped from sandals sunburn soothed 

the alarm clock turned to the wall 
my rumpled bed and Danielle 

-Art Stein 
Northfield 

SALON 107 
$7.00 cuts 

to alt disabled, veterans, and senklr citizens! 
We are willing to travel lo the houses 

or elderly who can no longer get oot much. 

(Now hiring 3 liGensed and expariellood stylists o, barl>eis 
to stBJt immediately either FT or Pl) 

114 Wells Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
772-0284 

Debra Mathey 
owner af)d stytist 
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------------------, 
: Got Gas?! 

Aubuchon has all the propane you need, all year round. I 

$lOO OFF till-up with this coupon : 
Tllflltlf11 Ill.I/$ Sl,r, IBfY I 

226 AvtllHIII A 
I ' IIUth)tll~,,, 413-863-2100 I 

AUBUCHON Ir 1 L , 1 (e,ims Seplerrtef 16 2007) I '------------------
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DAYS from page 1 

the craft tables selling bargain­
priced stuffed animals did a brisk 
business; Ed the Wizard, the old 
trickster-ch·essed in suitable wiz­
ard garb right down to his curly­
toed shoes-kept children and 
adults alike enthralled with his 
legerdemain. 

What was perhaps most 

Runners had no sooner gone 
home to shower when our 
Wizard could be seen ch·awing 
chilch·en to his slight-of-hand 
like some Pied Piper, well before 
he settled down to the serious 
business of magic-making. And 
then in another area, suddenly 
there were teams of Celtic Heels 
from the School of Irish Dance. 
These young ladies.-.whose legs 

Ed the Wizard peiforms a magic trick 
with the help of four braw'!Y young men. 

impressive was the way the 
organizers kept the crowd's 
interest from flagging by sched­
uling one event after another, a 
logistic feat that must have taken 
a great deal of coordination. On 
Saturday, for example, there was 
the early morning Mug Race, 
and then the awarding of prizes. 

seemed to have lives of their 
own, quite apa1t from their upper 
bodies - high stepped and kicked 
their way along the common. 
The dance was intriguing and 
highly entertaining, and from all 
appearances required great disci­
pline and precision. Enough? 
Not by a long shot. Next came 

Volunteer Watershed Photo Documentation 
Training Session Aug. 251.h 

Voltmteer Watershed Photo-
Documentation Training 

WE DIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• Washed Stone, 
Assorted Sizes 

• Sand - Title V & Mason 
• Red Rocle Stone - m 

50 ll> bags « bulk 
• JSrick Red !ark Mulch 
• Gravel, 3• R-nt2• 3/4. 
• TRG - Dense Grade 
• JI.oam, scrNned, 

unscreened 

(413) 773-3622 

Session: Aug. 25th, 2-5 pm. 
This training session will intro­
duce volunteers to the Millers 
River Watershed Cotmcil's 
Photo-Documentation Survey 
protocol. This survey allows 
volunteers to make a pe1manent, 
archival record of impo1tant 
watershed sites for viewing and 
storage on a MRWC database. 
Volunteers are shown how to 
find a permanent reference point 
from which photos are taken at 
the eight major compass head­
ings. Voltmteers are asked to 
take a set of photos at the same 
point on a quarterly basis to 
record conditions and any 
changes over time. Vohmteers 
should bring a digital camera 
and tripod, and compass if pos­
sible. Meet at Millers River 
Environmental Center, 100 
Main Street, Athol, MA. Contact 
MRWC for details: 
council@millersriver net or 
978-248-9491. Rain date: 
August 26th. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

the blare of music in the dis­
tance, and soon a colorfol parade 
appeared with Grand Marshall 
Anna Garbiel and her husband, 
Marc Green at its head, swinging 
past the common with enough 
elan and noise to suit the child in 
all of us. Down the street came 
horses, llamas, dancers, bands, 
suneys, trolley, motorcycles, 
milita1y veterans, and of course 
the obligato1y police and fire 
depaitment vehicles pulling up 
the rear with raucous, bone­
shaking sirens and horns. All this 
was followed by the Montague 
Commtmity Band playing rous­
ing marches, gentle oldies, and 
some get-up-and-shimmy music 
to round out the afternoon. 

Still to come was Bub's bar­
becued chicken, and I under­
stand that the raffle drawing for a 
queen-sized quilt and a motmtain 
bike followed the barbecue. 
What an exhausting and thor­
oughly satisfactory day for 
Montague's faithful. I couldn't 
stay to the very end - more's the 
pity - but I understand from 
overhearing remai·ks during the 
day that the famous Tully 
Mountain Singers on Friday and 
the Karen's Dance Recital were 
not to be missed (which of 
course I had), and many were 
looking fo1ward to Stmday's 
breakfast buffet and church ser­
vice with music by the Fall Town 
String Band. 

It's nothing sho1t of remark­
able when a commtmity as small 
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Shawna Lee Williams from Happy Time Farm in Montague carries the 
American Flag while riding her pinto Dakota Dancer 

Gramma Winnie, Stacy and young Zachary are in the cart pulled 1!J a 
llama. Thry are from Apple Crest Farm in Millers Falls. 

as Montague Center can stage as 
complete and memorable an 
event as Old Home Days, and 
not only pull it off seainlessly, 
but maintain the simple, hea1t­
waiming traditions of a small­
town festival for even the most 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

jaded among us to enjoy. 
Congratulations to Peg Bridges 
and all the other fantastic voltm­
teers who had a hand in it! 

Sapristi, c'est le smoothie! 
BY FLORE 

A newcomer among the 
gommet crowd is this friendly 
beverage. At last it is being 
served either for a "mise en 
bouche" (appetizer) for the 
"hors d'oeuvre" course, or for 
desse1t. Since I have returned 
to my eagle's nest village of 
Proven~al origins, the race is 
neck and neck, with the tradi­
tional "vin d'orange," n01mal­
ly the "retious" serve and 
indulge, while throwing a few 
hits arotmd "la petanque" It is 
due to heat waves? To the sim­
plicity of the recipe? Having 
practically available fmit, 
within reach? Anyhow, it is 
time to catch and imitate the 
French delicate palate: you'll 
honor these visiting guests, "en 
personne le President de la 
Republique, Monsieur et 
Madame, la famille Sarkozy" 
and friends, vacationing guess 
where? In nearby . . . New 

Hampshire! 
These are my famous 

recipes, while vacationing in 
Bezaudtm, they have been a hit 
here! 

Julia Child would simply 
melt of "convoitise" ( envy!) 
declaring this brew, w01thy of 
the Gods! 

Happy Sipping, you'll be 
hooked too on this succulent 
ambrosia! For six people: you 
will need, 1 ripe canteloupe 
ready to process without seeds 
and skin, 4 ripe peaches, 2 
bananas. Put the canteloupe in 
the blender It will give you suf­
ficient liquid, for the other fmit 
to be dropped in. this smoothie 
is of golden "allure." You can 
include pineapple. 

Love a green version? 
Substih1te instead, honey dew 
melon, 6 kiwis, add 12 seedless 
ripe green grapes. Se1ve with 
floating mint leaves. 

A red version? 1 seedless-

rotmd tasty small wate1melon 
peeled, add be1ries in season 
like ½ pound strawberries, 
cherries (without the pits) rasp­
benies etc. always sta1t by the 
juiciest fruit, as you mix the 
rest of the fmit. The consisten­
cy will be creamier. 

Put to cool in the icebox, a 
good hour, before pouring into 
goblets or crystal rounded 
glasses, or bowls, floating edi­
ble flowers, too. 

For a swizzling kind? Your 
creative talents are now at 
stake! Mixing lightly the three 
ingredients together, you have 
created a visual masterpiece 
called a "flore royal swizzling 
smoothie!" 

PS - For those who feel 
something is missing - add a 
"soupera" of "creme de cas­
sis," or "myrtille," or 
"Cointreau." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Acipressure Massage & 
...,...~ H!JPnotlier~!J 

Janet Masucci 
413-863-8694 

Nationall Certified in 'TI,em t1tit:M<1s;;aue Since 1993 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~~-
(413) 367-2475 

Full Day PreSchool 
Sign up now for Summer and '07-08! 

• Quality Staff 
• Beautiful Classrooms 
• Exciting Curriculum 
• Kindergarten Readiness 

PLUS: Weekly swim 
and gymnastics 

lessons and daily P.E. 

www.ymcamgreenf1eld.org • 773-3646 
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USHER from pg 1 with overlaying levels 
of complexity and even 

breaking and entering, 
going back more than 
ten years. State Police 
used a GPS tracking 
system to trace the 
activities of the two 
suspects, recorded 
incriminating evidence 
and an itinera1y that 
placed them at the 
Usher Plant on the 
night and at the time of 
the fire. 

As the story unfolds, 
the various twists and 
turns are intriguing. It's 
a classic case study 

myste1y: a fire emer­
gency and response in 
a small town at mid­
night, environmental 
regulations and bureau­
cracy, demolition and 
disposal of hazardous 
debris, convoluted 
financing, business 
deals, and $194,000 in 
unpaid back taxes, hi­
tech police work point­
ing to arson and leading 
to the prime suspects. 
Where will ftuther 
investigation lead? The 
plot thickens. 
Stay tuned. II 
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Hallmark Museum Raises Over $13,000 
at SprinU Exhibition 

TURNERS FALLS -
Over $13,000 was raised at 
Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary 
Photography's Spring 
Exhibition and Print Sale, 
June 21st through July 1st, 
2007. All proceeds from 
the collaboration between 
the museum and volunteer 
students of the Hallmark 
Institute of Photography 
will go to the international 
humanitarian aid organiza­
tion Doctors Without 
Borders/Medecins Sans 
Frontieres. 

The second annual 
Spring Exhibit and Benefit 
Print Sale showcased over 
170 professional-level 
photographs donated by 
the sh1dents. Sh1dents 
worked with museum staff 
to prepare, make sales and 
host the event, which drew 
nearly 800 people to the 
museum during the two­
week benefit exhibition. 

Founded in 1971, 
Doctors Without 
Borders/Medicins Sans 
Frontieres is an interna­
tional non-profit organiza-

tion that delivers emer­
gency aid to people affect­
ed by aimed conflict, epi­
demics, natural and man­
made disasters or exclu­
sion from health care in 
more than 70 countries. 
Visit www.doctorswithout­
borders.org for more infor­
mation. 

The Hallmark Museum 
of Contempora1y 
Photography is located at 
85 Avenue A in downtown 
Turners Falls. Hours ai·e 
Thursday-Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Truck Fire at Gas Pump; Power Lines Down 
Tuesday 8-14 

7:53 p.m. Motor vehicle com­
plaint on Oak Street, operator 
threatened resident. 

8:20 p.m. Report of suspicious 
vehicle on West Gill Road near 
Bernardston town line, checked 
area, unfounded. 

9:10 p.m. Called toGreenfield 
PD to take report of past assault 
and battery that occurred in corn­
fields off of River Road. 

.was subsequently 
arrested by Greenfield police for 
the assault and battery that 
occurred in Gill. 

Wednesday 8-15 
11 :30 a.m. Riverview Drive res­

ident at station regarding ongoing 
neighbor dispute. Advice given. 

4:05 p.m. Assisted Montague 

Police with disturbance on Turners 
Falls Road. Subject was attempt­
ing to break into an apartment 

Thursday 8-16 
1 :10 p.m. Alarm on Barton 

Cove Road, checked all o.k. 
4:20 p.m. Assisted Northfield 

Police with out of control youth on 
Warwick Road 

Friday 8-17 
10:29 a.m. Truck fire at gas 

pumps at Gill Mobil, extinguished 
with fire extinguisher 

12:05 p.m. Assisted with med­
ical emergency at Stoughton Place 

Saturday 8-18 
8:30 a.m. Neighbor dispute 

with malicious destruction on Oak 
Street, criminal charges to be 
sought in court. 

cl-AcKErY 
cLACK£TY 
CLACKETY 

10:45 a.m. Power lines down 
on Main Road near Munn's Ferry 
assisted with traffic control. 

11 :55 a.m. Report of subjects 
with metal detector on town prop­
erty at Main Road and West Gill 
Road, advised to leave area. 

Sunday 8-19 
12:40 a.m. Assisted 

Bernardston Police with possible 
fight at Bella Notte. Also assisted 
with a hit and run accident, and an 
OUI accident on Purple Meadow 
Road 

9:45 a.m. Report of vandalism 
at Main Road residence 

10:30 a.m. Report of someone 
placing detour signs on Main 
Road. Roadway was open, signs 
taken down 

2:15 p.m. Arrested 

an assault and battery that 
occurred in Greenfield. Subject 
was transported to Greenfield 
Police. 

4:35 p.m. Report of an erratic 
operator on Gill - Montague Bridge 
Unable to locate 

6:35 p.m. Report taken of a 
golf ball that damaged a vehicle on 
West Gill Road 

Monday 8-20 
11 :45 a.m. Assisted 

Bernardston Police with structure 
fire, traffic control 

12:55 p.m. Assisted with med­
ical emergency at Stoughton 
Place. 

10:10 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
police with assault and battery on 
Main Street. 
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Greax~~ ..... 
farmer~ 
M~ 

Wednesdays 
3 - 6 p.m. Rain or Shine • 
May to October - Avenue 

A& 2nd St. 
PEACHES • Fresh Fa1m 

Produce Baked Goods 
• Perennials 

New Vendors Needed! 
Call (413) 863-9026 

Ad sponsored by Green Fields Market 

\~e - ~ 
','-o~;~ ,. ,~ 

(c6 '-'"'. 
"----"'--

(I'~'""" 
·J j r . 

Vitamins 
Natural Supplements 

&Body Care 
Organic & Locally 

Grown Produce 
Full Line of Natural 

Groceries 
Regional Specialties 
Full Deli: Entrees, 

Sandwiches, Soups, 
Salad Bar 

European Bakery: 
Altisan Breads, Pastries, 

Desserts 
& Occasion Cakes 

Mon-Fri 8-8, Saturday 9-6, 
Sunday 10-5 

I 44 Main Street, Greenfield 
773-9567 

Proud of our roots on Avenue A! 
(Formerly the Moniague Food Coop) 

25 Years and Growing 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

111 
Abo ♦.t Face Ve1·onica Phaneuf Ul • (413) 361-002s 

Computer Solutions about-face@verizon net 

✓ PC saTes & se1vice. 

✓ MAC Software Suppo1t 

✓ Network Support and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training and Suppo1t 

.. ., .......... •·;;:;·:~·;;,~ ... ~i~:~rv;ii~~:·~~,~~~~~~:··········~.-°' 
~.... .,'!1

1
yon, ~! &dJbuap

1
a
1 
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1
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vln age-inspire ans, ;awe ry scarves. .., 

Delectable Mountain Cloth 
125 Main Street, Brattlebo,o, VT OS30t 

www.delectablemountaln.com 
lease visit our website or the store for even mo 

(8021 ZS7·44SG 
·············•·... .. ········ -~ • 
~~~ ..... -

Pam Veith Real Estate 
@ ~ 0 .:;;>CDtl<ABR"V,r@ ..... 

7S Main Street 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Office:413-498-0207 
Ofc.Fax:413-498-0208 

Barbilra A. Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413 863 9166 
ASII. CRS. e-PRO,G'<I, S.~ES,C6R HomeFax:413-863-0218 
REALTOR Em.,il b<!(l,on 1@comca,t.net 

"My Office is Always Open to You!'' 

ELTON 
CONSTRUCTIOlt-CO. INC. 

Blft()klup :Pavm,c 
sJnce 1958 

Compare - There is a Diffeunee 
~ Federal Street, Millef'S falls 

413-6S9-l0l3 

~issance lii;iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 

About Towi1 Toi 
Serving All of 

Franklin County 

(413) 774-4000 

Bank Row 
Greenfield 
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ILLUSTRATION BY ANJA SCHUTZ 

BY KARL MEYER 
Long ago I didn't know how 

to look for hummingbirds. I 
often mistook them for bees and 
rarely saw one. I had no 
understanding of their "zingee" 
wing sounds, or the tight arcs 
and bee-lines of their 
purposeful flight. There's a 
knack to it, and I finally 
mastered the learning curve. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
are miracles. There is magic to 
how they operate. I'm never 
not entranced when I see one. I 
don't use a hummingbird 
feeder, but most years a Fuschia 
hangs from the deck here as a 
lure. Still, I most love seeing 
them in wilder, more nahll'al 
settings--nectaring at a May 
columbine; or in the white 
sprays of horse chestnut trees in 
June. In spring light they can 
be easy to spot, zipping back 
and forth between sluubs and 
the flowering wild cherries. 
Sometimes they perch on 
branch-tips--watching their 
territories above the North 
River. 

But there was no Fuschia on 
the deck this spring, and by July 
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Hummingbird Wars 
I felt I was missing one of defend. At times the battle 
summer's treats: hummingbirds seemed to mean more than the 
close-up. But I began focusing food. Flight paths wove 
more attention on the wild invisible webs on the air: perch, 
foods of these nectar-and-insect guard, elevate: charge. Other 
feeders, and as July turned to contests displayed lightning­
August, things began heating quick angles worthy of an Etch­
up. I owe much to the wild a-Sketch. Across, down, over, 
Jewelweed--a k.a. Impatiens or tlu·ough. 
Touch-me-not, hugging the And it wasn't just 
banks of the river tenace here. other Ruby-
It grows in a swatch nearly a tlu·oats that 
hundred feet long. It is were kept at 
hummingbird nirvana. The bay. These 
Ruby-tlu·oats began putting on s p r i t e s 
a show. They pointedly hoard examined 
nectar sources - battling each e v e r y 
other for feeding tenitory as intruder-­
late summer approaches. The menacing 
practice continues on their birds five and 
southward migrations. ten times their 

As Jewelweed came into s i z e . T h e y ' d 
flower, individual birds challenge blue jays and send 
guarded my patch as if it were warblers scrambling. One 
the Denver mint. At times as needle-nosed bullet banished a 
many as five fought over that crow from the premises. 
nectar field at once. Inevitably Another bird was so deftly out­
one was chasing others at the maneuvered at the end of a 
tip of its menacing spear. They hummingbird's bill it looked 
would zip and wrestle, charge like a zig-zag stitch was being 
and strafe--they'd hide, bolt and perfo1med on its tail. Once, 
tumble. These were waniors, glancing at a spruce that 
fearless in their defense. Again different species used for 
and again a single sentinel perching, I saw a dazed 
would wait, watch, meet, and chickadee and a confused blue 

0 
0 
0 

0 

jay clinging on either side. 
They looked drunk. They'd 
just been strafed by a hummer. 

I never saw a contest the 
hummingbird didn't win. Yet 
some species, including the 
Catbirds, escape harassment 
here. Apparently they don't 
threaten food or yotmg. I was 

also surprised to see 
a hummingbird 

zip up to 
examine a 
flycatcher 
from a 
f O O t 
away. 
Satisfied, 

it went 
back to its 

perch. Nor do 
they bother the 

Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. 
In August, the grosbeaks here 
get down in the thick of that 
Jewelweed--hopping stem to 
stem, feeding nearly upside 
down at times. Watching 
carefully I discovered the 
grosbeaks ate the ripe, shooting 
seeds that "Touch-me-not" is 
famous for. Once the nectar of 
those flowers has passed into 
seed and fruit the 
hummingbirds seem just fine 

with grosbeaks getting the 
gleanings. 

My favorite hummingbird 
view came in maritime Canada 
at a little spruce-fir 
campgrotmd along a bay. The 
hummingbirds nectar on the 
July lupine and August 
fireweed, and make thimble­
sized nests in camp side 
evergreens. One summer 
afternoon a crow came by the 
campsite. It was a fairly usual 
occurrence-but not this day. 
Apparently it crossed the sight 
line of a tenitorial hummer. In 
an instant that crow was 
pumping, pell-mell, away from 
those spruces like they were on 
fire. An inch from its tail was 
the needle-sharp bill of one of 
nahll'e's tlue magicians. I don't 
imagine that crow came back. 

These are some of the best 
weeks to enjoy hummingbirds. 
You can store up a little of their 
magic for winter. By mid­
September most will be heading 
south-to the Gulf Coast and 
then a non-stop flight for many 
across the Gulf of Mexico. 
Watch for them in gardens, or in 
patches of wild jewelweed, or 
visiting cardinal flower along 
streams. 

Jep's Place Reviewed 
in Boston Globe 

PARZYCH PHOTO 

Bill Shanahan in the doonvay of Edi Barbar Shop under the 
awning that proclaims, "Books & More," with a copy of 
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Northern Gravity over-the-shoulder 
carry bag-Totally Free Checking gift 

best seller Jep's Place, now back in stock at the shop 

It's not just the locals 
who appreciate our own Joe 
Parzych's Jep's Place. 
Katherine A. Powers, book 
critic for The Boston Globe, 
took it upon herself in the 
Sunday August 12th Book 
Review to heap bushels of 
praise on Parzych and his 
book. Calling the book 

"excellent" and "powerful" 
she went on to note that it 
"serves up a vanished way 
of life in matchless physical 
detail." You can read the 
entire review at: 
http://www.boston.com/ae/ 
books/articles/2007 /08/12/y 
oung_ hearts_ crying/?page= 
2. 
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Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 11:30-9 • Sunday 12-8 

T1·y Our Own Hippo Family BBC Blend of Beer! 

J -

.ADIATOR 
Propane Filling Station 

DIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Rte. 2, Gill 

863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 = 



August 23, 2007 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 15 

IRISH SKRCHBOOK 

Seamas Begley and The Captain 
inevitable 
happened. I 
got there a 
week after 
Seamas had 
been put in 
the grotmd. A 
too-early 
death , from 
cancer. On my 
first evening 
walk going 
west along the 
road past 
Seamas' 
empty house, 
I heard a bark. 
I had to look 

BY DAVID BRULE 
COUMINOOLE, DINGLE, 
COUNTY KERRY- Seamas 
was a hard one to get to know. A 
fierce-looking Kerryman, yet 
sho1t enough, with a tangle of 
hair the color of the weathered 
hay stacked in mounds in his 
field. He lived alone out here 
on the edge of Western Europe. 
The headland that was his home 
and field faced the uninhabited 
Blasket Islands, considered the 
fuithest-most western point of 
Europe. Seamas lived on the 
mainland, but it was his house 
that was the fi.uthest west in any 
case. Considering that he most 
likely slept in the west end of 
the house, with his feet in the 
east as is the traditional Irish 
custom among cotmtly people, 
his own head was the one the 
fa1thest west of any of the hun­
dreds of millions of Europeans 
living behind him in the rest of 
Ireland, the British Isles, and 
the Continent. Sort of like 
standing out over the bow of a 
ship plowing through the North 
Atlantic, like the Queen Mary, 
or the Titanic. But I don't think 
he ever thought much about 
that. This bachelor farmer 
thought mostly about his hay, 
his sheep and his land, way out 
here on the western tip of 
Europe. 

was finishing 
his days in 
Seam as 
Begley's 
house, where 
he could see 
his island 
every day. It 
was he who 
took us down 
to the sti·and 
and showed 
us how to find 
Keny dia­
monds twin­
kling in the 
cliff, and he 
introduced us 
to the seal Hqying in Couminoole on the Dingle Peninsula. hard. But 

this some kind of destiny that I 
was supposed to be here to help 
The Captain escape? Was this 
part of some inexplicable plan 
the Irish fates had conjured up? 
I called to him and he just 
barked. Maybe he recognized 
me, or maybe he was half crazy 
with fear, grief, hunger or was 
he going to protect his home 
tmtil his master got back? I 
promised him I'd come back 
that night with a plan to get him 
out of there, but it turned out I 
was never able to help him 
escape. My landlady at the 
B+B, Columba, told me that 
some fanners up the road were 
looking in on him. That wasn't 
good enough for me, but not 
being from here, I wasn't sure 
that I could free him, and if I 
did, then what? Coltunba was 
sure he'd attack me, but I didn't 
think so. Be that as it may, I 
never got to find out. The next 
day he was gone, and although I 
asked around, I didn't get a 
straight answer from anyone. 
I'd like to think he lived out his 
days working the sheep, and 
lounging in the sun, but there's 
no knowing. 

I got to know him, in an indi­
rect way, thanks to John 
Crohan. These things take time 
in Ireland, as does this story. 
John Crohan was an elderly 
gentleman who, at the end of his 
life, stayed with Seamas ,where 
the two old gents probably fixed 
their simple meals and watched 
the sea just beyond their kitchen 
window. However, whereas 
Seamas rarely smiled and usual­
ly had a stem look on him, old 
John was gentle and poetic. We 
first met John when he appeared 
out of nowhere on the cliff 
above Couminoole beach and 
warbled a sweet song in Irish to 
Monique while she waited for 
me to come back along the cliff 
where I was off walking. I heard 
a bit of it, he had a fine thin and 
reedy voice like old people do, 
but it was as clear as limpid 
water. He told us who he was, 
and how the government moved 
him off the island in the 50's. 
He was glad to go, but still 
longed for the dese1ted village 
across the Sound. That's why he 

who came 
along the 
shore, a dark gray shape under­
water, eve1y evening. I'm sure 
there was a connection between 
the seal and the old Islandman, 
but when he spoke to the seal, 
his ancient Gaelic was too hard 
for me to follow. So whatever 
had gone on between the seal 
and him, I could never make 
out, but there was a connection. 

Well, after five years of my 
spending a week or two in the 
B+B next to Seamas' house, I 
came one Jtme and there was no 
Old John. I asked Seamas about 
it, the first words we'd 
exchanged in five years, other 
than nods and gnmted hellos. 
He seemed surprised that I was 
asking about John, and he 
explained to me that the old 
man was now over in the 
cemetary of Dtm Quin, facing 
the islands, not far from Peig 
Sayers, the legenda1y sto1yteller 
from the village. I uttered in 
Irish, "Tit br6n m6r orm 
air"(There is great sonow on 
me for him.) A quick light came 
into Seamas' fierce little eyes 
and he said something like 
"You know a bit of our lan­
guage, do you?" 

" Only a little bit," I 
answered in Irish, concerned 
that he would break into a flow 
of words that I could never fath­
om. Instead , he smiled briefly 
and said goodbye. And off he 
went up to Dtmmor Head. 

The Head, rising up from a 
field at the edge of the sea, 
resembles the head of a whale. 
The sloping back humping up 
like the hills do in Keny, and 
coming to an abrupt round 
crown overlooking the Sotmd 

In the background are the Blasket Islands. 

and the islands like a big green 
Moby Dick. This headland was 
the pride and bane of Seamas 
Begley. It belonged to him 
through his family, going back 
into the ages, except for the 
time of the English landlords. 
He hayed the foot of the head 
and he grazed sheep on the rest 
of the slope. It was a bane to 
him because tourists often tres­
passed there, knocking down 
the old stone walls, letting their 
city dogs chase his sheep, and 
sometimes those sheep broke 
their legs in the ft.mows and 
rabbit holes in their panic to get 
away from the dogs. I always 
asked him ifhe minded ifl went 
up there for an evening walk to 
watch the seabirds coming 
through the Sound on the way 
home to roost. He said he didn't 
mind. But eve1y time I was up 
there he'd appear out of 
nowhere, apparently examining 
a sheep or looking at the sea, 
but he'd be watching me out of 
the comer of his eye. And he 
never went anywhere without 
The Captain. You see, The 
Captain was his dog. Black and 
white of course, but bigger and 
more calm than the hyperkinet­
ic border collies we see here in 
Massachusetts. I loved the 
Captain at first sight. I'd been a 
long time without a dog and I 
began calculating how to get a 
dog like him back to the States. 
That never happened, but every 
summer for years I did visit 
Seamas and The Captain, 
watching them work their sheep 
and walk the hill, silhouetted 
against the stmset and shining 
sea facing the Blaskets. 

Then one year, the 

there was the 
muzzle and 

forepaws of The Captain. He 
was peering out through a space 
under the shed door where he 
had been locked up. Was he 
calling me? I had had my share 
of old dogs dying one by one 
back home , and here I was, 
faced with another old dog, an 
old acquaintance, locked up and 
abandoned in the dark for all I 
knew. The Captain, who had 
spent a life time nmning free in 
these hills and fields in this cor­
ner of Keny, proud of his work, 
was now locked up in the dark 
with barely any room to sti·etch 
his legs, only a few feet from 
the doo1way where his master 
should be. Now this was a 
dilemma. Why had all those 
years come down to this? Was 

That western-most house is 
still there but abandoned, like 
many of the houses of the Old 
Ireland, and in a few more years 
no one will remember this small 
sto1y of Seamas and The 
Captain except me, and now, 
you. 

Montague Reporter On the Move 
PHOTO BY NAN RIEBSCHLAEGER Montague 

Reporter 

staff, hard 

at work on 

Wednesday 

night in 

their new 

office 

Jack Nelson supplied his 
pickup and muscles. Kathy 
Litchfield and Lyn Clarke 
packed and cleaned and 
schlepped; David Detinold fret­
ted and paced and packed and 
hefted; Ivan Ussach, Suzette 
Snow-Cobb, Steven Snow­
Cobb, Mik Muller, David Bnlle 
and Chris Sawyer-Laucanno 
cursed, lifted, maneuvered and 
sweated. And in the end the 

Montague Reporter got moved 
from the second floor of the 
Brick House arotmd the comer 
to 58 Fourth Street. The 
address may be different but 
the spirit (not to mention phone 
and fax) are the same. And our 
commitinent to covering your 
commtmity remains as stead­
fast as always. Come by and 
see us in our new digs. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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HOMESPUN 
by Andy's 

t Curtains * Braided Rugs 
* Accesso1ies For )!our Home 

Mon.-Fri.9:30-5:30, Sat 9:30.S, Closed
0

Sundays until October 

jl.'J ueer11e1a )t.,lireentiel<l //j-!J'Jl l 
www.andysaok.com 

Sand Hill nanc~ 
· .. We're HDISIJ C/8zY t, 

Reasonable family-friendly fun 
Lessons & Sales (carriage rides, pony parties) 

coming soon!!! 
Manager/Instructor 

Lisa Matosky 
374 Turners falls Road, Montague, MA 01351 

413-834-3978 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Thomas G. Simons • Gerry G. Simons 

Estates• Wills• Real Estate 
Personal Injury ---------

77 Fourth Street• Turners Falls, MA 
(413) 863-9506 
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For the Love of Mushrooms 
BY NAN RIEBSCHLAEGER 

The first class at Wendell 
University was a workshop on 
mushrooms led by Lisa Winter, a 
Wendell mycologist. About 40 
people gathered in the Marion 
Hen'ick Room at the Wendell 
Free Libraiy to learn about local 
mushrooms, what to eat and what 
to leave alone. 

Lisa's enthusiasm for mush­
rooms is demonstrated by the 
smile that lights up her face 
whenever she talks about them. 
Her love of mushrooms began 
when she was involved in a biodi­
versity mapping program at Oslo 
University in No1way, where she 
was a mushroom controller. 
Mushroom pickers bring their 
mushrooms to the officially des­
ignated mushroom controller, 
who examines them to remove 
the poisonous ones. Incidentally, 
she also learned about mush­
rooms from her mother-in-law 
who was in a p11soner of war 
camp in Gennany, where mush­
rooms supplemented the diet. 

We began at a table in the front 
of the room that was covered with 
plates containing a wide vai'iety 
of mushrooms. As different chai·­
acteristics and types were dis­
cussed, the plates were passed 
around the room allowing the 
audience to examine, touch, and 
smell the mushrooms. Many peo­
ple also had brought mushrooms 
for identification. 

A safe mushroom, the black 

Wendell lv[ycologist Lisa Winter, left, leads a workshop on local mushrooms 

at the Wendell Library on August 15th. 

tmmpet mushroom, was passed 
ai·ound .. Lisa had recently found a 
large collection of them, (at a 
place she refused to reveal.) She 
did say that to find them you had 
to look within 5 feet of a stream 
bed and that you had to keep your 
head down or you'd miss them. 
An unusual vai'iety of com smut, 
the tmmpet is a fongus that fomlS 
black kernels on ears of com. It 
did not look like a paiticulai-Iy 
appetizing s01t of mt1Shroom. The 
mushroomers in the audience 
were not in agreement as to its 
desirability and appeal as food. 

A gentleman from town 
brought in an oak log that had 
been c.arefully prepai·ed and sown 
with shiitake mt1Sru·ooms which 

he raises for sale. They were stun­
ning. Lisa had already said that 
the mt1Sru·ooms in the stores are 
often ve1y poor specimens, but 
these Wendell-raised shitakes 
were beautiful. Someone else 
brought in lobster musru·ooms 
that were the color of cooked 
cmstaceans! These are white 
mt1Sru·ooms that have been coated 
by a red fungus. Proudly, I 
brought in a bright blue specimen, 
ve1y pretty. Ttoo bad that it turned 
out to be extremely deadly! 

We saw chanterelles and 
morels and boletes, which have 
pores instead of gills. There was 
one called a hedgehog mush­
room, you can imagine what that 
looked like. Lisa told us about the 

tinder shelf mushroom that was 
tlSed to strut fires. When someone 
asked why a patch sometimes dis­
appears Lisa explained that mush­
rooms are the fmit of a web of 
microscopic cells called myceli­
um and that this web is at work 
underground in the forest provid­
ing trees with water and nut11ents 
in exchange for sugai· from the 
trees. When there is no more 
sugar production a patch will not 
smvive. And where there is no 
mycelium the trees will not sur­
vive. The same holds true for a 
lush green lawn. It is dependent 
on mycelium. 

Lisa had a plethora of books 
that she consulted as she talked, 
confinning the Latin names for 
each of the specimens. She con­
fessed that one of the reasons she 
loves doing workshops is that it 
keeps her from getting msty with 
the Latin names. Two guides 
mentioned were: Peterson's "A 
Field Guide to Musru·ooms: 
North America", and 
''MtISru·ooms and Other Fungi of 
North America" by Roger 
Phillips. "Even with a guidebook 
in hand, do not eat a mushroom 
you've picked without mnning it 
by someone who knows." Lisa 
cautioned, "There are some bad 
mushrooms out there that could 
kill you." 

Lisa also spoke about the 
impo1tance of mtISru·ooms in the 
grand scheme of things. 
MtISru·ooms have the ability to 

heal our environment. She is 
excited that "we have learned so 
much about mushI·ooms in the 
last 30 yeai·s." The Oyster mtISh­
room breaks down petroleum in 
the soil and the turkey tail mtISh­
room absorbs metal from the soil. 
A book called "Mycelium 
Running: How Mushrooms Can 
Help Save The World" by Paul 
Stamets talks about this and more. 

Stamets' book is a manual for 
the mycological rescue of the 
planet. The book describes 
mycorestoration's five compo­
nents: mycofiltration, myco­
forestry and micogardening, 
mycoremediation, and mycopes­
ticides. The book shows how to 
tISe the digestive power of myceli 
for the sustainability of habitats 
and to provide biological benefits. 
Stamet's website is 
http:www.fungi.com. Two other 
internet sources of information 
a r e 
http://en.wikipedia.org.wiki/Mus 
ru·oom and http://www.dmoz.org. 

I called Lisa to ask some fol­
low-up questions, and I intem1pt­
ed her cooking. She was working 
up those beautiful black trumpets 
she had displayed at the work­
shop and at her Musru·oom 
MtISeum at Old Home Days in 
Wendell. She was also excited by 
a specimen she had just found. So 
if you ai·e ever driving behind her 
in Wendell, beware! Lisa brakes 
for mtISfil'OOms ! 

Pow-Wow Wows Youngsters at Montague Parks & Recreation Department 
BY BRIDGET SWEET 

A pow-wow was held twice on 
July 19th for Montague Parks & 
Recreation Department. The 
campers participated at either 
Unity Park or at Sheffield School 
sites. "Crow" of the Mohawk 
tribe, dressed in traditional 
clothes, opened with having the 
campers assemble into a circle. 
The children watched as he 
smudged, with Eastern Sage, the 
tables and then his dmm. He 
spoke Iroquois while holding the 
Sage to the sky. "It was making a 
phone call to the universe for a 
good pow-wow," he stated. The 
campers sat interested and cm1-
ous. 

Crow's traditional clothes 
were a turkey feather headdress, 
wai· paint on his face with nose 
1mg, brown shiit, pants, and moc­
casins. He also wore rings on his 
fingers and dried animal toes on 
his knees. He explained why 
Mohawk men decorated them­
selves: "They wore shiny things 

to reflect the bad spirits away and 
to have others (traders, other 
t11bes) look at them verstIS look at 
the women in the t11be." 

Crow info1med the campers 
how the Mohawks were a mat11-
archal society. Women sat on 
cotmcil boards. Women were 
givers of life. Men possessed 
weapons while women owned 
everything else. Some of the fifth 
and sixth grade girls smiled along 
with female staff members. 

In Mohawk ti·adition, boys 
could not use a bow and airnw 
until they leained how a1rnw 
feathers flew in the wind. 
Therefore, they practiced by 
attaching a weight to the quill and 
thI·owing it into a twtle shell. 
Crow had the campers assemble 
into lines and compete. When one 
person got the quill in the shell, 
they had to back up. Crow 
watched and praised the victo11-
ous campers. 

Crow repeatedly reminded the 
campers how impo1tant children 

are to the Mohawk t1·ibe. 
"Children did not attend school 
but leained from their pai·ents, 
grandpai·ents and other relatives. 
Children ai·e the foture, become 
the village, which the elderly will 
depend on," Crow explained. 

Four tables displayed Mohawk 
pieces for the campers to investi­
gate and touch. ''1he beaver skin 
was why the French settlers land­
ed here to ti-a.de. Any gentlemen 
from 1700 tru·ough the 1800's 
wore a beaver skin hat," Crow 
said. The English and Dutch 
introduced the musket into New 
England. The Mohawks consid­
ered it to be "a great spirit to kill" 
and it slowly eliminated the bow­
and-airnw. Wampum bead belts 
and bracelets made of seashells 
were exchanged like money. 
Another item of int11gue was the 
(snapping) turtle rattle women 
made with shell, four squash 
seeds, four beads and a deer antler 
handle. It was tISed in haivest cer­
emonies. 

Crow had Kiystal, 10, and 
Troy, 7, stand up to demonsti·ate 
what would happen if a girl or a 
boy was captured (by a loose 
"leash") and brought to a new vil­
lage some tru·ee hundred miles 
away. The campers problem­
solved what would happen. Crow 
set the scene. The "newly adopt­
ed" captured person would have 
different jobs. A girl had to leain 
how to cook, collect firewood, 
skin animals, tan the animal hide, 
make instiuments and moccasins. 
A boy learned to hunt by learning 
how to sneak up on animals smaU 
and large. Both leained the lan­
guage and dressed like their cap­
tors. The campers grew silent 
upon thinking that this actually 
had happened. 

Crow inte1twined music into 
his explanations. KI'isten chose 
the smaU water dium. Crow had 
her get the top wet from the dew 
to get the di11ill to sotmd true. 
Crow told how Mohawks played 
the water di11ill on a canoe and it 

could be heai·d for a mile or so. 
For the Mohawks, there was a 
song for eve1ything. As an exam­
ple he sang the "Mosquito Song." 
Mothers would bmn sage or 
sweet grass in the lodge while the 
children danced outside the lodge 
singing to keep mosquitoes at bay 
p110r to bedtime. The campers 
were encouraged to dance in a 
circle to his di11illming. 

Crow closed by thanking 
everyone. He added, "Mohawks 
do not believe in saying goodbye 
rather until we meet again." 

Crow resides in New 
HampshiI·e and teaches seventh 
grade science and math. He has a 
two-yeai· old daughter. He was 
chosen by MPRD to fuither edu­
cate Montague residents during 
their multi-cultural week. 

Con ta.ct MPRD at 
413.863.3216 for more info1ma­
tion on Crow or foture events. 
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THE HEAlTHY GEEZER 

CPR Courses Save Lives 
you can try a local hospital. 

Here's a troubling fact that is a 
motivation to take a course: 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

About 80 percent of cardiac 
aITests happen at home near fam­
ily members who often do not 
know CPR. 

sudden cai·diac aiTest is an abnor­
mal heait rhythm called ventricu­
lar fibrillation (VF), which can 
be treated with a shock from a 
defibrillator. Defib1illation is not 
effective for all fo1ms of cardiac 
aITest. 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, N.J. - Q. I watched a 
man fall tmconscious on the side­
walk. A woman mshed up and 
staited to do CPR on him and, 
later, I heard she may have saved 
his life. It made me sign up for a 
CPR course. You should tell your 
readers to take one of these 
courses. 

CPR, which stands for car­
diopulmonary resuscitation, 
employs chest compression and 
mouth-to-mouth breathing to 
treat cai·diac aITest, heart attack, 
drowning and electrocution. 
CPR can keep some blood flow­
ing to the brain and heait during 
an emergency. 

Maintaining blood flow can 
prevent brain injwy and save a 
life. The brain suffers iITepai·able 
damage in a few minutes if it 
doesn't get oxygenated blood. 
An tmaided victim of cardiac 
aITest will die in 5 to 10 minutes. 

There are devices called auto­
mated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) that are about the size of 
a laptop computer. AEDs analyze 
the victim's heait rhythm, deter­
mine if defib1illation is needed, 
then deliver a shock. There ai·e 
training programs available that 
teach both CPR and operating 
AEDs. These po1table defib1illa­
tors ai·e available in many public 
places such as shopping malls, 
ai.J.-ports and stadiums. 

If you would like to leain 
CPR, contact the American Heart 
Association at www.american­
heart.org or by phone at l-877-
AHA-4CPR. Another CPR 
resource is the American Red 
Cross at www.redcross.org. Or, The most common cause of 

To leain CPR properly, take 
an accredited first-aid training 
course that includes CPR and 
how to use anAED. 

Montague Mug Race Overall Results 
Race results are shown 

below as follows Last Name, 
First name, Time, Division, 
MIF, City, Race #. 

Stone, Aaron, 0:33:19, 
Open, M, Greenfield, 361 

Townsley, Michael, 
0:33:22, Open, M, 
Bernardston, 3 I 0 

Norwood, Bill, 0:33:23, 
Veteran, M, Greenfield, 34 7 

Douglass, James, 0:33:26, 
Veteran, M, Easthampton, 345 

Morse, Parker, 0:33:35, 
Open, M, Amherst, 349 

Hopley, Nick, 0:33:38, 
Open, M,Amherst, 352 

Grinnell, Martha, 0:33:49, 
Veteran, F, Westhampton, 342 

McNeiece, Brian, 0:33:54, 
Open, M, Narragansett, 334 

Hobennan, Michael, 
0:34:18, Veteran, M, 
Shelburne Falls, 364 

Collins, Jason, 0:35:03, 
Open, M, Greenfield, 355 

Postema, Derek, 0:35:44, 
Veteran, M, Erving, 314 

Wade, Alison, 0:35:58, 
Open, F, Amherst, 348 

Wheeler, William, 
0:36:03, Open, M, 
Belchertown, 327 

Annen, Chris, 0:37:27, 
Senior M, Simsbury, 330 

Belanger, Allison, 
0:37:28, Open, F, Greenfield, 
337 

Jablonski, Bob, 0:38:03, 
Veteran, M, Leverett, 321 

Caracciolo, Rich, 0:38: 18, 
Veteran, M, Greenfield, 325 

Honderd, Kathryn, 
0:38: 19, Open, F, Deerfield, 
336 

Kaynor, David, 0:38:33, 
Senior, M, Montague, 339 

Bodkhe, Sri, 0:38:58, 
Veteran, M, Buckland, 319 

Stone, Carrie, 0:39:59, 
Open, F, Shutesbury, 359 

Hale, Ted, 0:40:00, Senior, 
M, Florence, 305 

Farrick, James, 0:40: 12, 
Veteran, M, Northampton, 
320 

McKeown, Kelly Anne, 
0:40:21, Open, F, Amherst, 
335 

Kent, Mike, 0:40:22, 
Veteran, M, Granby, 360 

Lacey, Peter, 0:40:3 !, 
Veteran, M, Sunderland, 365 

Abert, Cheryl., 0:40:37, 
Senior, F, South Hadley, 3 I 5 

Adams, Chuck, 0:40:38, 
Senior, M, Greenfield, 344 

Annen, Ted, 0:40:57, 
Senior, M, Montague, 303 

St. Hilaire, Aimee, 
0:41:00, Open, F, Turners 
Falls, 317 

Voiland, Paul, 0:41:22, 
Senior, M, Montague, 324 

Ryan, Annie, 0:41:31, 
Senior, F, Florence, 30 I 

Flinn, Martin, 0:41:50, 
Elite Senior, M, New Bedford, 
350 

Bohonowicz, Janice, 

0:42:05, Veteran, F, 
Greenfield, 3 72 

Pezzati, Patrick, 0:42: 12, 
Veteran, M, Montague, 322 

LaPierre, Jeanne, 0:42:25, 
Senior, F, N. Granby, 311 

Currie, John, 0:42:32, 
Veteran, M, Orange, 326 

Ward-McNeiece, Tammy, 
0:42:47, Open, F, 
Narragansett, 3 3 3 

Dean, Mark, 0:42:54, 
Senior, M, Northampton, 367 

Molongoski, Charles, 
0:43:08, Senior, M, Guilford, 
308 

Gru!enski, Michael, 
0:44:27, Veteran, M, Erving, 
312 

Duffy, Mike, 0:44:29, 
Senior, M, Shelburne, 328 

Murphy, Tom, 0:44:32, 
Senior, M, Montague, 309 

Hayward, Harry, 0:44:45, 
Senior, M, Charlemont, 329 

Mackenzie, Molly, 
0:46:14, Open, F, Shutesbury, 
316 

Unger, Larry, 0:46:41, 
Senior, M, Lincoln, 353 

Katz, Brad, 0:46:49, 
Senior, M, S. Deerfield, 357 

Hollingsworth, Rebecca, 
0:47:12, Senior, F, Montague, 
351 

Boutotte, Raymond, 
0:47:42, Elite Senior, M, 
Pepperill, 3 56 

Johnson, Betsy, 0:47:49, 
Veteran, F, Amherst, 3 70 

Hoose, David, 0:48:00, 
Senior, M, Northampton, 332 

Kampf, Matthew, 0:48:04, 
Open, M, Greenfield, 354 

Kos, Marjorie, 0:48:22, 
Elite Senior, F, W. Springfield, 
340 

Sobieski, Betsy, 0:48:41, 
Open, F, S. Deerfield, 3 I 8 

Putala, John, 0:48:48, 
Open, M, Erving, 323 

Holmes, Jeff, 0:49:06, 
Senior, M, Sunderland, 306 

Sculley, Colleen, 0:49:26, 
Open, F, Montague, 358 

Urbanik, Julie, 0:49:59, 
Open, F, Montague, 302 

Patterson, Julie, 0:50:41, 
Open, F, Leverett, 3 71 

Slocum, Susan, 0:50:46, 
Senior, F, Millers Falls, 362 

Day, Phil, 0:50:53, Elite 
Senior, M, Hadley, 304 

Arema, Elizabeth, 
0:53:45, Open, F, Amherst, 
369 

Sorensen, Janice, 0:54:43, 
Veteran, F, Shelburne Falls, 
366 

VanNatta, Reina, 0:55:24, 
Senior, F, Northfield, 346 

Codella, Brenda, 0:55:33, 
Veteran, F, Montague, 363 

Cole, Douglas, 0:56:57, 
Veteran, M, Shelburne, 338 

Lucia, Tony, 0:57:06, Elite 
Senior, M, Agawam, 313 

Annen, Iris, 0:58: 16, 
Youth, F, Simsbury, 331 

There is no substitute for tak­
ing a course from a trained 
instructor, but it would be helpful 
to Ullderstand the basics of CPR. 

The University of Washington 
School of Medicine offers a free 
public service that explains CPR. 
Go to: 
http:// depts. washing ton. edu/lear 
ncpr/ 

There ai·e helpful illustrated 
guides and online videos on this 
website. The following is from 
one of these guides: 

1. CALL. Check the victim 
for unresponsiveness. If there is 
no response, call 911 and return 
to the victim. In most locations, 
the emergency dispatcher can 
assist you with CPR instructions. 

2. BLOW. Tilt the head back 

and listen for breathing. If not 
breathing n01mally, pinch nose 
and cover the mouth with yours 
and blow tmtil you see the chest 
1ise. Give 2 breaths. Each breath 
should take 1 second. 

3. PUMP. If the victim is still 
not breathing n01mally, coughing 
or moving, begin chest compres­
sions. Push down on the chest 1 
1/2 to 2 inches 30 times 1ight 
between the nipples. Pump at the 
rate of 100/minute, faster than 
once per second. 

Continue with two breaths 
and 30 pumps lllltil help anives. 

Jfyou have a question, please 
write to fredcicetti@gmail.com. 

www.turnarstallsrivarcultura.org 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in 

Turners Falls. Log on and find out 
what you are missing. 

~( c1ear Cho1. 
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JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XLIII 
Pa Mellows 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - During all this time, we 
had no idea what had happened to 
Stanley and Walter. Tuey made 
themselves scarce, figuring Pa 
was still angry with them for 
hotv.•iring the tan Essex and 
breaking an axle while joy riding. 
We did not know Walter became 
paralyzed while boarding with the 
Maker family. 

One stifling hot day, the 
grandmother applied a hen 
manure poultice to his paralyzed 
legs. "The hot stuffy attic was bad 
enough," Walter said. "With the 
hen manure heating my legs, I 
couldn't stand it another minute. 
Somehow I got downstairs and 
dragged myself around hanging 
onto things." 

Gradually, Walter regained the 
use of his legs. The Makers got 
Walter a job running a moonshine 
still in Gardner. Walter had 
considerably better success at 
distilling than Pa. "That was the 
best job I ever had," Walter said. 
"The work was easy, I didn't have 
to do much walking, the job was 
steady, and the pay was good." 

A fo1mer chicken coop next to 
the railroad tracks served as the 
base of operations. After mixing a 
batch of com and grain in ban-els, 
Walter waited for the mash to 
fetment, giving it an occasional 
stir. 

"The worst patt of the job was 
tasting the stuff to see if it was 
ready. After a while, just the smell 
of whiskey made me feel sick." 

Tue moonshine operation was 
no great secret. Often, railroad 
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FOR SALE - High-quality clients only. Must be 
legal size 5-drawer file motivated. (413) 863-5149. 
cabinets. Finest domestic 
manufacture; unbeatable LIVING ROOM YOGA 
price: $100. Just Things. 
Open Mon-Sat. Call First: 
(413) 498-5043. 

CARPENTRY • No Job Too 
Small - General Carpentry 
and home repairs. Custom 
shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 413-863-9296. 

TUTOR AVAILABLE 
Emphasis on reading, writing 
and verbal skills. Steady 

Individual instruction and 
small group classes. Find your 
strength and passion. Serene 
home studio. Chestnut Hill 
Road. Certified teacher. 367 -
2658. 
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men, switching rail cars, would 
stop by to chat as steam rose from 
the still. 

"Keeping them chickens nice 
and wa1m, ain't cha?" one of the 
men said one hot summer day. 
They'd talk and joke, and 
sometimes buy a pint or two. 
Prohibition was not always 
strictly enforced. One of Walter's 
best customers was a police chief. 
Tue still owner delivered booze to 
hotels and speakeasies quite 
openly, which led Walter to 
suspect the ov.rner was making 
political contributions. I suspect 
he gave the police chief a break 
on the price of his moonshine. 

Walter urged Stanley to move 
to Gai·dner where there were more 
job opportunities. Stanley got a 
job in a junkyai·d smashing apait 
engine blocks with a sledge 
hammer for 35 cents apiece. One 
day a sliver of steel flew deep into 
his eye. Pa did not leam of 
Stanley's eye accident until after 
he lost the eye. 

Meanwhile, Pa's heart 
condition improved and the mill 
kept Pa working on a more 

HELP WANTED 
Town of Montague; Water 

Pollution Control Factility; 
WPCF Mechanic 

Full time position, 40 hrs/week, 
involves overtime, rotating 
weekends and holiday coverage. 
The mechanic will be responsible 
for carrying out the preventative 
and corrective maintenance and 
repairs of equipment as 
scheduled. Aid and assist the 
operating staff in the operation of 
the WaterPollution Control Factility 
when necessary. Entry into 
confined space is required. A full 
job description is available upon 
request Working around and 
exposure to raw sewage and 
various process waste stream is 
involved. The successful 
candidate will be required to obtain 
a Massachusetts Grade 3 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Operator's license within one year 
of date of hire. A completed 
application and resume must be 
delivered to the WPCF no later 
than 2 p.m. on Sept 7th, 2007. 

regulai· basis. He mellowed and 
forgave the boys for joy riding in 
the Essex and breaking the axle. 
He even began laughing about it 
when he told someone the story. 
To my great joy, he began taking 
me fishing on the Connecticut 
River. 

A fellow worker at the paper 
mill let Pa use his boat. I liked 
being with Pa, just the two of us, 
alone. I did not speak unless 
spoken to and sometimes not even 
then. I just watched and listened. 
Once we were out on the water, 
Pa uttered not a word - not even a 
whisper. In absolute silence, he 
put a worm on the hook at the end 
of a fish line tied to a long slim 
maple pole. He even set the can of 
wo1ms down ever so quietly. 
Eve1ything felt serene, calm and 
peaceful, with only the sound of 
water gently slapping the sides of 
the boat. The faint odor of fish, 
drifting over the water, was 
enticing. Occasionally, fish 
jumped out of the water to snatch 
hovering insects. Seeing that there 
were fish nearby and that they 
were hungiy got me excited. But 
Pa never got into fly fishing. He 
just used wonns, with a bobber on 
the line. I'd want to shout when 
the cork bobbed and went under. 
Pa raised the pole and hauled the 
fish, splashing and wiggling, out 
of the water. I wanted to take a 
tum with the fish pole but didn't 
dare ask. And he never offered. 

One day while rowing out into 
the cove, an oar lock broke. Pa 
examined the break. He took ditt 
from the floor of the boat and 
mbbed it on the break. He saw me 
watching, and grinned m 
embatrassment. 

"It was an old break that 
finally let go, just now," he said. 
"My friend will expect me to buy 
him a new one ifhe thinks I broke 
it." I don't know what his friend 
said or whether Pa bought a new 
oarlock, but we never used the 
boat again. 

I felt close to my father during 
the time he was employed, and I 
missed going on those fishing 
trips. Perhaps if the mill had kept 
Pa employed more steadily, he 
would have had a better 

relationship with Walter and 
Stanley. During the first few years 
after Stanley left home, the family 
seldom saw him and had no idea 
he had injured his eye, or even 
knew where he was living, or 
what he was doing. 

After the ste.el flew in his eye, 
the junkyard company owner sent 
him to a doctor who exainined 
Stanley's eye. "I see a hole in the 
eyelid," the doctor said, "but I 
can't see anything in the eye - it 
must have fallen out. Go on 
home; you'll be O.K." 

A few days later, Walter found 
Stanley in bed, his eye painfully 
swollen the size of a golf ball. 
Walter took him to the Gardner 
Hospital for treatment. The 
infected eye got no better after 
several days. Helen airanged to 
have Stanley admitted to a 
Springfield hospital. From there, 
he went to Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. By then, 
Stanley had a headache of major 
proportions. Two days later, 
doctors decided to remove his 
eye. By now, Stanley didn't care -
he just wanted relief from the 
pain. 

Because he was then blind in 
one eye, Stanley dared not apply 
for a driver's license. But that 
didn't keep him from driving. He 
and Walter were on their way to 
Springfield to see Helen, one 
Sunday. Stanley was driving - fast 
- as usual. A policeman stopped 
him. Stanley blwted out the truth 
about not having a license. Teai·s 
came to his eyes, and he began to 
cry as he told the policeman he 
was on his way to see his sister 
whom he hadn't seen for a long 
time. Tue policeman let him go, 
on the condition that he get a 
license. 

Stanley passed the license eye 
exam by peeking through his 
fingers with his good eye when 
told to read with the blind eye. For 
many yeai·s, he drove cars, tmcks, 
and motorcycles. He successfully 
operated a taxi business, though 
his schooling had ended when he 
failed to enroll in grammar school 
at the red brick schoolhouse when 
the fatnily first moved to Gill. 

... to be continued 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST 
At The Shea Theatre, T umers Falls. 
Kelly Moore & Emerald Dreams Music 
For Mankind. www.musicformankindnet 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23RD 
Middle Eastern Drum and Belly 
Dance Night at the Shea, Turners 
Falls. Eric Peterson teaches Mid­
East drumming followed by open 
drum and dancing to Mid-Eastern 
rhythms. Ends with performance. 6 
p.m. class, $15 for evening. 7 p.m. 
open drum and dancing, $8. Kids 
free. To register 367-2036 or 
www.shimmydance.com 

Deja Brew, Wendell: £any /&pp: 
Blues, 8 - 10 p.m. No cover. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25TH 
Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Catamount - Classic & southern 
rock. Come to dance! 9:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27TH 
Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: final 
Harley Davidson Night Competion 
BBQ 6 p.m. Proceeds help our 
troops purchase call home cards. 

Live Jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, 6 to 9 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29TH 
If you like superb fiddling and pick­
ing, you won't want to miss this 
performance of Cajun, Old-Timey, 
waltzes and two-steps by the Taft 
Mountain Hilltoppers at 7 p.m. 
Come tap your toes to this perform­
ance in the beautifully renovated his­
toric Great Hall of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. - coffee & 
homemade baked goods available. 
Suggested sliding scale donation of 
$5 - $10. The Discovery Center is 
wheelchair accessible. More infor­
mation, call 863-3221 ext. 3. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Ottomatic Slim - Rocken Blues Great 
Harp. 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. no cover. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30TH 
COOP Concert Three 40-minute 

Taft Mountain Hilltoppers at Great Falls Coffeehouse. Band m~ 
hers Liz Toffey, Michael Donahue, Jon Bekoff, Sally Newton & Bob 
Naess, well-known in the Old-Time and Cajun music community, 
bring together their combined years of pl.aying to showcase some of 
the best Cajun and Old-Time fiddling and picking you will hear in 

our region. Wednesday, .August 29th at 7 p.m. 

gigs each night from the Franklin Shelburne Falls: Swing &amvan. 
County Musician's Cooperative. Swing Caravan is a Northampton based 
Bring a picnic dinner, blanket/chair acoustic Gypsy Jazz group. 8 pm. 
and enjoy the music. At Greenfield 
Energy Park, end of Miles Street, 
Greenfield. 6-8 p.m. 

Rl 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Guys & 
Gals Rock. Come to dance! 9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31ST 
Bouquet of Music Series features 
Barry Higgins, Native American Flute 
player, from noon to12:45 p.m, in 
the Ethel Lemay Healing Arts 
Garden, Franklin Medical Center, 
Greenfield. The concert is spon­
sored by the BFMC Healing 
Environment Committee. The public 
is invited. Refreshments served. In 
inclement weather, the concert will 
take place in the hospital's main 
lobby. Free. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 
Live Jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Turners Falls, 6 to 9 p.m. 

WENESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH 
"To the Village Square." Nukes, 
Clams and Democracy. Filmmaker 
Robbie Leppzer will show his historic 
film, "Seabrook 1977," 7 p m 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH 
FirstAnnual Pothole Pictures Shelburne 
Falls Film Festival. An Evening with 
Steve /lJves. lnteiwoven selections from 
his 6 films with music from the Falltown 
String Band. $10 This event is ~spon­
sored by the Franklin Land Trust, Mt 
Grace Land Conservation Trust & CISA 

Moonlight and Morningstar perform at 
Mocha Maya's Coffee House, The Smokin' Hippo, Erving at 6:30 p.m. 

Q~a Brew, Wendell: .fl~ at 11,e 
Ba:J, with Judi & Jeff Efauman: 
Folk & Country, 9-11 p.m. No cover. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: ie- flme &zttJr: 
Acoustic Duo, 9 - 11 p.m. No cover. 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 25TH 
Hymn to the Earth An exhibit of lumi­
nous imagery by photographer Ron 
Rosenstock, featuring landscapes of 
beauty and spirit from Ireland, Italy, 
New Zealand, South America, India 
and the United States. Hallmark 
Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, 85 Avenue A, Turners 
Falls. Hours: Thursday-Sunday 1-5 
p.m. 863-0009. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH 
Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography artist's reception ans talk 
National Geographic photographer 
Michael Yamashita's Great Wall of 
China & The Silk Road. On display 
September 27th to December 16th. 

THROUGH NOVEMBER 4TH 
Made of Thunder, Made of Glass 
American Indian Beadwork of the 
Northeast features one hundred 
beaded bags and hats from the 
Gerry Biron & JoAnne Russo collec­
tion. Accompanied by contemporary 
paintings of Native Americans by 
Gerry Biron, of Mi'kmaq descent. 
Memorial Hall Museum, Deerfield. 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 774-7476. 

ON GOING Quinnetukut II Riverboat 
trips. Reservations, (800) 859-2960. 
Fee $5 to $10 per person. 

AUDITIONS 
Amandla Community Chorus seeks 
new members. We perform songs of 
justice, peace, and celebration from 
around the world. Rehersals 
Tuesdays, 6:45-8:45 pm in 
Greenfield, Sept. - May. 773-8655. 

Shea Young Stage Company will pro­
duce Alice in Wonderland with audi­
tions September 19th, 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Casting of 20+ for actors ages 11-
14. Audition will consist of warm-up, 
improv and reading. No prepared 
piece. Please arrive at 4:30 p.m., 
unless prior arrangements have been 
made. Rehearsals will be Monday and 
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
beginning September 24th. 

Upcoming at the Discovery Center 

Ill SPIT [HI (EITEi 
MONDAYS -Drop-in, 3 - 6 p m. 

TUES & WEDS -Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 - 6 p.m. 

THURS - Drop-in, 3 - 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 - 8 p.m. 

Free ( extept some trips), opm to local 
fems. Some require permission slips. 

Iefo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiiird Street, Turners Falls, 01376 
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CINEMAS 
Main St. Gr..,nfi9ld. MA 

413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri August 24th - Thursday, August 30th 

Contact Famous Bill's for a 
Dinner & Movie Deal 

1. THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
DAILY PG13 
12:00 3:00 6:50 9:20 
2. SUPERBAD R 
DAILY in DTS sound 
12:00 3:00 6:50 9:20 
3. HAIRSPRAY PG in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:50 9:20 
4. 1HE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 PG13 
5. 1HE 007,<\.SION PG13 DTS sound 
DAILY 12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15 
6.STARDUST 
PG13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 
7. LA VIE EN ROSE 
PG 13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 

Fine Wine 
Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 

Thursday 8/23 
Country/City Blues:.lany Kopp 

Friday 8/24 
Country/Folk J/ rIJal/ at the 

lJeacJ, wlj~ ti-jeg lJtlUllllm 
Saturday 8/25 

Rootsy Acoustic Duo:~ Pe 
[.artJ, 

Music 9 - 11 p.m. Weekends 
NO COVER ANY NIGHT! 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wen dell Country Stare 

Summer Hours through Columbus Day: Tuesday - Sunday, 10 a m. -4 p m. or by special arrangement. (413) 863-3221 

FRIDAY,AUGUST 24IB SATURDAY, AUGUST 2sm day obseiving nature in Tumei-s Falls? Series: The Taft. Mountain Hilltoppers, 
Leaming about Nature through Managing YolU· Woodlot for Wildlife. Nature@8 is an early moming natlu-e 7to9pm. 
Chilch-en's Literattu-e. Reading and dis- Join Refuge staff on a visit with walk over paved bike trails and village 
cussion of children's books on natural landowners who have managed their sidewalks. Participants w-ill meet at the THURSDAY, AUGUST 30IB 
histo1y. Geared to a mixed age audi- woodlot for wildlife species. Discover bird bath outside the main entrance to Earth Rangers: Hands-on Earth sci-
ence; adults and young chilch-en ai-e strategies that w-ill enhance the divei-si- the Discoveiy Center at 8 am .. Walks ence education for chilch-en 5 yeai-s and 
welcome. 11 am. ty of wildlife on yo1u· land or will ai-e designed to be sho1t but interesting, oldei· and their families. FREE. 10:30 

enco1u-age a desired species to make its never lasting more tlian about 60 min- to 11:30 am. 
FRIDAY,AUGUST 24IB home tl1ere. We will review tl1e plan- utes, never mo1-e tlian about 2 miles 
Web of Life: How are we all connect- ning process and provide reso1u·ce over level pavement. Nature@8 topics Hawks in Migration. Leam about 
ed? Join Refuge staff for a hands-on materials for participants. Call 863- may include "Wing and Water," infor- hawk migration pattems, quick keys to 
activity tliat demonstrates the intercon- 3221 to reserve and airange the meet- mal bii:ding and obsetvation of water ID, and places to go to do a Hawk 
nectedness of all animals. Geared ing place. 7:30-9:30 am. foul activity in Barton Cove, or Watcl1. Tiiis is the kick-off event for a 
towards 7 - 11 yr olds. All ages ai-e "Riveiwatch," an early-moming series of Saturdays in tl1e field observ-
welcome. 11 am. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29IB exploration of Barton Cove and the ing tl1e migration. 7 p m. - 8 p m. 

8 to - 9 am. Would you like to start the power canal. Great Falls Coffee House 

Great Falls Discovery Cente1· - 2 Avenue A, Tm·nen Falls - www.g1·eatfallsma.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~~or Painting&Home Repairs 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Negus ~ Taylorl Inc. 
Monumenm eeYF­

~cJ. i1-~~ 

, We engrf!Ve (~ 
memones 

People often come to see us 
becouse their parents 
and their gronqxirents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot kind of loyolty, J that last forever lz 

MAIN OFFICE 773-955~ 10 ~II Street Greenfield, MA 
"lhe perfect remembrance' 

ond we work hard lo keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 
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ROCKING AND ROLLING AND SWINGING AT 
WENDELL OLD HOME DAYS 2007 

BY NAN RIEBSCHLAEGER 
All around the edges of the 

Wendell town square residents 
and others had pitched shelters to 
show off their wares or set up 
tables to raise funds for a local 
cause. It was a sunny and cool 
day and at times the wind com­
peted with the musicians. It was 
great to walk around and view 
the booths and experience the 
fantastic music. Wendell is one 
of the music capitals of the 

ble Morimoto family and 
friends. They were followed by 
the Green Thumb Brothers with 
their rocking rock steady reggae. 
This band feahll'es Wendell's 
own Simon White, grandson of 
Rosalie Rosser. The event was 
dedicated to Rosalie Rosser and 
Elsie Diemand, two locally 
loved and admired women 
whom the town will miss greatly, 
by MC Karen Copeland. 
Rosalie's spirit of community 

Tina Home was heard to say, 
"When I play with Annie, it's 
just rocking Annie." 

Next up, a change of pace 
with Nmu Da:fina and Tambo 
Ache, from Boston, with shldent 
Karen Copeland. Nuru is master­
fol in her way of sharing her 
knowledge and music about 
African and Afro-Cuban culh1re. 
Nuru talked to the audience and 
made us believe the sign by the 
stage, "Pea.ce Through Music." 
When they :finished Karen said, 
''Now you know why I travel to 
Boston." Num was followed by 
Blame It On Tina featuring 
locals Bob Rosser, Tina Home, 
and Jen Spingla. They played 
many originals and if you didn't 
get enough you could have heard 
them again at the local Deja 
Brew pub that night. 

Lisa Winter 
had the 
beautiful 
"mushroom 
museum" 
from mush­
rooms col­
lected local­
ly. William 
Stallman 
demonstrat­
ed his real­
istic bird 
sculptures. 
Massage 
tmder the So this is where all those colorful kids came from 

The "Kids" parade set the mood for Wendell Old Home Dqys, have fun! 

extended valley and this year's 
Old Home Days made that point 
indisputable. The music was 
wonderful thanks to the musi­
cians, the equipment donated by 
Klondike Sound, and their engi­
neer Rick's calm and steady atti­
tude. 

and love was palpable in the 
square. 

The Adopted Sisters, Julia 
Burroughs, Annie Hassett and 
Karen Copeland kept the spirit 
going. The day ended with an 
amazing set by The Bear 
Motmtain Boys. 
Peny Howarth 
rocked out, accom­
panied by Steve 
Crowe, Dave 
Wertman and 
grandson Colton 
Tarbox, the young 
singing wonder 
from Swift River 
Elementary School. 
During sotmd 
checks Colton 

trees was 
popular, 
with Shunji Morimoto, as well as 
Sharon Gennsler and others. 

Nora Gurley had hilasi leaf 
products, including teas and tinc­
hlres. The Robinson family had 
their own honey products. The 
Wendell Meetinghouse had an 
infonnation booth, as did the 
New Salem Meetinghouse, 
Temenos and the Montague 

Frum crew brought tons of their 
harvest to share, and 
"Companions for Health" shai·ed 
the gai·den's abtmdance. 

For foods, Deva and Eric 
cooked up something amazing, 
and Travis Tolzdorf had his 
annual cake raffle. There was 
rice and stew, pad thai, and 
eggrolls. The eggrolls disap­
peai·ed in 15 minutes. There was 

pizza and com on the 
cob. And what sum­
mer event wotild be 
complete without a 
lemonade stand? The 
Wendell Police held 
their annual commu­
nity policing raffle of 
a spiffy bike. 
Congrahilations to 
Conner Tolzdorf. 

Karen Copeland, the lady 
responsible for pulling this all 
together said, "The beauty of the 
music at Old Home Days is how 
we try to share the wealth in a 
diverse fashion. Many thanks to 
all of the amazing musicians 
who helped make Wendell Old 
Home Days so great." 

Next up was A Day at the 
Beach feahrring Wendell's local 
songbird Judith-Anne-Marie, 
Jeff Bauman, Fred Sweizer and 
Martha Sandefer. I have heard 
Judith-Anne-Marie's magical 
voice before. Martha Sandefer is 
in the same class. The vocals 
were amazing. 

called out "Hey 
where's the mike 
for the washh1b?." 
Num joined in on 
ch·ums, seamlessly 

The first band up 111as the fabulous Morimoto fami!J 

It was a happy 
day for all, including 
the numerous dogs, 
who were at Wendell 
Old Home Days. If 
you would like to 

The musical sets struted out 
with "Kareha" featuring Senn 
Morimoto on sax (he blew 
eve1yone away) and the incredi-

The next group feahll'ed jazz 
bass whizkid Dave Wertman 
with Lynne Me1yl, singing and 
playing their songs of peace. 
They were accompanied by our 
own rocker Annie Hassett, Comt 
Dorsey on "harp," Tina Home on 
chums, Bob Rosser on guitar, 
and Josh Dostis on percussion. It 
was a wonderful set. After the set 

moving from Afro-Cuban music 
to blues. 

There were too many booths 
to mention them all. Arts and 
crafts, included glass blowers 
Gabe Drohen and Atticus, 
Dorothy and Howard, Donna 
Home, famous Wendell 
aitist/painter, and many others. 

Reporter. Two cords of wood 
were raffled to benefit the Good 
Neighbors. 

The "Agriculhll'al 
Commission" included Laurel 
Facey with maple syrup and 
Sharon Gennsler with produce 
and herbal remedies. Danny 
Botkin and The Laughing Dog 

help or participate 
next year, call Karen at 978-544-
7352. Eve1y year people say 
''This was the best Old Home 
Days". Old Home Days 2007 
ranked up there in "top ten" 
that's for sure, and we're still 
counting. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 

• C~ay/S1l©rro® Scwi~~r® 

• PoWerry 
• lriM A~ Dw@wnlr0@$ @rrod 

Pairro1rorrog$ 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

65 CAtW. SrREEr • TURNERS fAUS, MA 0137 6 

DOL-AN & 001:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PffiS~~~l mJ~R~, Wills~ fSrnlfS, w~RHfR1S mmP 

\Y inlii'l;lf-Z. ,..--\Ji- St,ue 1910 
Professional Painting & Decorating 

Contractor - Retailer 
CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS. INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 

PAINTS . STAINS . SUNDRIES . WALLPAPER . BRUSHES & ROLLERS 
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 

ARTIST SUPPLIES . CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

~ ~ 'W~~I 

Barlow Landscaping, Excavating 
& Paving, Inc. 
Bryan Bmlow, CE.~ 

Demolition 
Seal Coating 
Treework P.O. Box 386 
Construction Services 4 Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Septic Systems 413-772-2155 
Paving Cell Phone: 
Snow Plowing, Sanding 413-775-3376 

HANAHAN CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY Co. 

scsc 
298 Avenue AJ Turners Fans.' MA 

Tired of that ugly patch of 
yard the grass just won't 
grow on? Beautify your 
property with a patio or 
walkway of pave1·s by Ideal. 

j_ll•l~I-A.322 wallblockand ~ 
jJ. --··r· - ~-~~--




