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Public Hee.ring on 
Montague Center 

School Reuse 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
town of Montague will hold a 
public hearing about the future 
use of the Montague Center 
School building, at the 
Montague Center fire station, on 
April 22nd, a Wednesday, at 7 :00 
p.m. The 14, 182-square-foot 
building, located at 15 School 
Street, sits on 3.3 acres of land, 
adjoining wetlands, with some 
parking out front. It l1as been in 
town hands since last June, when 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District closed the 
school. The property, which l1as 
a new roof and a recently tested 
and approved underground oil 
tank, is assessed at $768,800. 

Using $20,000 in program 
income funds, the town has hired 
Greenberg & Associates, archi­
tects of Putney, VT and 
Landvest, a real estate consulting 
fi1111 out of Orange, MA to con­
duct a feasibility study for reuse 
of the bui !ding. The pub! ic hear­
ing on the 22nd will give resi­
dents a chance to hear the con­
sultants' ideas for how the build­
ing could best be reused, and a 
chance to oiTer their own ideas 
on what the best plan for reuse of 
the building might be. 

Les Cromack, chair of the 
Capital Improvements Commit­
tee, which is guiding lhe process 
of maintaining, securing, and 
considering the eventual reuse of 
the school building for the town, 
said, "Our first hope is we can 
put the building on the tax rolls." 

Cromack's had been among 
the voices raised at a hearing at 
the Montague Center School in 
October of 2006 calling for the 
GMRSD to close the school as a 
cost-saving measure. 

"Al least we hope to get pay­
ment in lieu of taxes on the 
building. Our next objective is to 
have something go in there that 
fits comfortably with Montague 
Center." 

In this regard, Cromack said 
his committee would not favor 
an end use for the building that 
included truck traffic, or lots of 
traffic of any kind. He said the 
committee would favor artist 
live/work space, condominiwns, 
other residential use, or, "would 
consider a school setting, as long 
as it does not impact the Gill­
Montague school district finan­
cially." 

Cromack said for most end 
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Photographs by Stan Sherer 

Penis Bookseller ~y Stan Sherer 

BY ANN FEITELSON 
TURNERS FALLS - A deeply 
probing intelligence is evident in 
photographs by Stan Sherer, on 
view at the Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography 
Galle1y 85. 

Sherer, 62, a Northampton 
resident, has photographed and 
published locally, nationally and 
internationally, working for AP 
and UPI, the New York Times and 
rhe Boston Globe, and bas pub­
lished eight books of his photo­
graphs. 

He has a trim white beard, a 
natural elegance, a melodious 
voice, and a calm but buoyant 
presence. Conversing about his 
work at the opening of the exhib­
it, titled "Life Studies," on 
Saturday, he said, "l look at 
things for a long time, and tty to 
see the nuances, the underside, 
the backside." All sides of a 
story, his sweeping ann conveys, 
including what is ordinarily hid­
den. 

Asked what words would 
desc1ibe his pictures, he answers: 
"classical, understated, contem­
plative." 

revealed. TI1ey draw us in and 
keep tts fascinated through 
graphic yet subtle means: gray 
gradations, rhythmic divisions of 
space, rhyming shapes, and 
directions for visual traffic flow. 
Sherer's work achieves all this. 
There is much to discover and to 
meditate on in his work. 

His Shopkeeper series, now 
on display at the Hallmark 
Museum, shows butchers, bread 
bakers, broom makers, barbers 
and all so11s of entrepreneurs and 
tradespeople, from near 
(Chicopee, West Sptingfield) and 
far (Mali). Sherer shows the syn­
ergy between shopkeepers, their 
wares, and the spaces they inhab­
it: they look like their stuff, in the 
same way that humans resemble 
their dogs, and spouses resemble 
each other. A French cobbler is as 

softened and flattened and worn, 
as af]]jcted by gravity and pres­
sure, as the shoes piled around 
him. He is an old man who lives 
in a shoe, in a dark cave that he 
has imprinted during decades. 

A merchant in a Budapest 
bazaar looks just like the teapot 
in her stall. Both are shiny, 
rounded and stout: the woman's 
anns jut out like the teapot's 
spout. 

Sherer explains the series of 
photos of Shopkeepers in a state­
ment on the wall: "Historically, 
the role of the general store was 
to provide for the basic needs of 
its community .... SmaJJ shops 
still play a promjnent role in the 
formation and character of a 
neighborhood. We rely on them 
for more than purchasing items 
we need. In our memories and in 
the present too, they can be sanc­
tuaries where we can feel com­
fortable and protected .... 
Neighborhood shops give us a 
'sense of place.' ... As small 
towns lose their shops to contin­
ually expanding maUs, we see 
the loss of the vibrant thriving 
commercial centers of town. The 
photographs l have made over 
the decades, of shops and their 
keepers, in many parts of the 
world, is both a visual homage to 
shopkeepers and a historical 
record of a disappearing way of 
life." 

Some images show shops that 
are simply homey, humming 
with Life, and welcoming. ln oth­
ers, Sherer delights in ironies, 
syDchronicities and contradic­
tions. On Satw·day evening at the 
Hallmark School of 
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When we think of classical 
documenta1y photographs, tJ1ey 
are black and white and richly 
detailed; though candid, they 
give people dignity; they lead us 
to explore the world and the 
human condition; and they cap­
tw-e a dramatic moment where 
multiple layers of meaning are "13Hdapest Bazaar" f:y Stan Sherer 

Baldassare 
Reaffirmed as Mahar 

Super 10 - 1, Over 
Wendell's Objection 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ORANGE - On April 7th, the 
Mahar school committee, facing 
official criticism from three of its 
four member towns over the 
process used at their March 3rd 
meeting to appoint Mahar's 
Director of Student Support 
Services Michael Baldassare to 
replace departing superintendent 
of schools Reza Namin - includ­
ing a request by the Orange select­
board to rescind that vote and go 
through a fom1al search process to 
hire a new superintendent of 
schools - opted instead to re­
affi1111 Baldassare's appointment, 
by a vote of IO to I. 

Also on April 7th, the commit­
tee rejected a cal I by Orange to 
reduce the size of the 20 IO operat­
ing budget for Mahar by 5%, to 
help ward off a projected FY 'I 0 
deficit i.n the largest of the mem­
ber towns of nearly $1 million for 
the coming fiscal year, and unani­
mously approved a $12,294,487 
operating budget, with a 
$4,897,130 assessment figure to 
be divided among the member 
towns for the coming year. 

The committee also turned 
back a call from Wendell's Mahar 
representative, Dick Baldwin, to 
switch from the statuto1y method 
of detennining the assessment fig­
ures for the member towns to the 
so-called alternative method of 
assessing. The 7 - 4 vote rejecting 
Baldwin's proposal came after a 
detailed presentation by Wendell 
finance committee members Jim 
Slavas and Michael ldoine, who 
attempted ro convey the inequity 
of per-pupil costs borne by 
Wendell, and New Salem, which 
pay much higher costs per student 
enrolled in Mahar than Orange, 
even though by a variety of eco­
nomic indicators they are only 
marginally wealthier. r n FY' I 0, 
Wendell is slated to pay the high­
est per pupils costs of any mem­
ber town inclucling Petersham, the 
wealthiest of the four towns. 

Baldwin pied the case of local 
control, stating that the commit­
tee, by adopting the alternative 
method of assessment, could then 
agree on an assessment fonnula 
among the four towns that 
matched the realities of their 
municipal finances, rather than 
leaving it to the state to determine 
an assessment fonnula for them. 

As the meeting opened, the 

see BALDASSARE pg 6 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
I Love to Play 

Casper 
l 'm a four-year-old female 

short hair cat in need of a good 
home. I guess I am named after 
Casper the Friendly Ghost 
because f'm mostly white ... 
well, I'm no ghost but l sure am 
a friendly girl. ljust love to talk 
while someone pets me; l roll 
onto my side and purr and 
stretch. I. have mitten paws, 
called polydactyl: so unusual 
and quite attractive. And l have 
subtle gray areas on my head; 
they look more like little 
smudges that real spots. You 
can't miss the black spot on my 
nose, how cute is that? Of 
course 1 love to play, especially 
with string toys and balls. For 
mme information on adopting 
me please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at 4J 3-548-9898 or via email: 
leverett@dpvhs.org. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

zlf0Pl 
Suyins and ~◄llrii u~ buolt.1 

32 BRIDGE 5TR£E:T 1 2ND FLOOR 
SHEL.BURNE: F".O.LLS 1 MA 

413-625-9850 
ndolo@crocker.com closed Mondays 

011 A1•en11e A ji1r 1ll'er !(I ye11f\ 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon,Thurs IO•m•lO~m 
Fri & Sat 10am~llpm • Sun Nooo-7pm 

59 Avenue A • Turners Falls 
863-9900 

~be ;§lllontague 
3Reporter 

Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week ofNovember. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX ( 413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Trn11ers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers 

reserve the right to refuse adver­
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards or the newspaper 

Local S11bscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

CARNEGIE llBURY NEWS 
Earth Day Party 

BY LINDA HICKMAN O'Mara for making fun creative 
TURNERS FALLS - There 
will be an Eatth Day Party at the 
Carnegie Library on Saturday, 
April 18th at I 0:30 a.m. 
Children of all ages and their 
families are invited to join Ruth 

projects out of recycled materi­
als. Refreshments will be 
served. 

For more information, call 
the Carnegie Library at 863-
3214. 

MlllERS fAllS llBURY NEWS 
Sprin Decor .,,.,_._.,,,,.., ... 

Mystery 
Photo Album 

Do You Recognize Me? 

BY LILLIAN FISKE 
THE PATCH - Three members 
of the Montague historical socie­
ty - Mary Melonis, curator; Dot 

Grace 
Korpiewski 
of Millers 
Falls, pic­
tured left, and 
sixteen other 
children 
enjoyed mak­
ing spring 
decorations at 
the Millers 
Falls Library 
club on 
Tuesday. 
April 7th. 

Hmieleski, secretary; and myself 
as president - have been sorting 
eighteen years of donatio11s to 
Lionel Girard. One of the items is 
a brown photograph album that 
contains over one hundred family 
snapshots, over a pe-riod of years 
from World War J to the 
Montague bicentennial. Not one 
of the photos is identified. 

The album also contained, 
however, three post cards sent 
from New York. to the Misses 
Madeline, Alice and Nellie 
Brady, addressed to 26 G Street, 
TLUuers Falls. This leads us to 
believe we are holding the photo 
album of the Brady family. 

We wonder if anyone knows 
any member of this family. (If 
you do, call me: 413-367-2280.) 
We suspect the album was left 
behind when the house was sold. 
As there are no names on the pho­
tographs, there is not much point 
10 our society keeping the album, 
and we would be happy to send it 
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Home of the 

NERS FALES IND 

Home Again! 
7'/Je T11mm Fall.r Stale Champions sign, which stood.for abrll(/ a 111cek al the 
corner qf 6th m,d Ca11crl las/ fall bejora va11rlals pitcher/ it i11!0 the power 
ca11al in the 111iddle q( the 11igh11 has cotlle home agai111 a bit 1110m far the 

/IJ{Jat: A resident q/ Chicopee, 111a/ki11g 01 the tiver last week, discovered the 
.rig11.f7oati11g 11ear his home, in the spring tht1111. He called the t01v11 ef 

Montague, and Tom Bergeron drove do/1)1/ and picke.d 11p the sig11. N0111 ii is 
how~d at the police deparlment1 evidence i11 a crillle still 1111der i11vesligatio11. 

to a member of the famjly. 
r would like to take this oppor­

tunity to stress how importa□t it is 
to identify photographs, especial­
ly older ones. Take the time to 
write the names on the back so 
they will be of use to future gen­
erations. 

l have been corresponding 
with a member of the Bitzer fam­
ily from Pennsylvania. One of 
David's stepchildren wants all of 
the i11fo1mation on John Bitzer l 
can find, as she is rnaki11g a fam­
ily book for her father. She te!ls 
me she has many beautiful photos 
which are unidentified. 

Several years before my moth­
er died, I took a□ a.ftemoon off 
from work., and we went through 
four desk drawers of photo­
graphs, and she was able to iden­
tify alJ but two of them. I wrote 
the 11ames on the back. Please 
take the time to do this; your 
descendants will be e.terna!ly 
grateful. 

Turners Falls Sports Booster Club's 
5th Annual Fundroiser presents 

A Comedy ESP/Hypnosis Show 
Saturday, April 18th 

at the French King Entertainment Center 
Dinner at 6 p.m., Show ot 9 p.m. 

OJ Dancing Loter, Limited tickets $27.50 
Must be 21 or older, Call for tickets: 413-

423-3047, Reservations for groups. 

LIVE IN 
ESt @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local 9ossfp. news & business listings 

Benefit for the Erving Senior Center 
SPAGHETTI 

SUPPER 
April 24th, 5 f!16 p.m. 
Menu: Green salad, pasta with 
choice of sauce, garlic bread 

and ice cream 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - April 13th to April 18th 
Tickets: $7, children under 12 $4 

For reservations call Polly at 
413-423-3308 

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M. for activities. Council on 
Aging Director i.s Bunny 
Caldwell. Congregate meals are 
served on Tuesday through 
Friday. For infomrntion or to 
make reservations, call 863-
9357 or 863-4500. Meal reser­
vations need to be made a day in 
advance by 11 :00 A.M. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. 

Monday, 13th 
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Foot screen­
ing Gill and Montague residents 
only. Advance registration 
needed. Fee $5.00. 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
I 0:50 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
I :00 p.m. Painting Classes, 
David Sund will be instructing 
this class. This painting class is 
,,~th acrylic paints and is suitable 
for all levels of expertise. 
Registration fee is $10.00 for 6 
weeks Gill and Montague resi­
dents. All others pay $15.00 

Tuesday, 14th 
9:00 a.m. Walking Group 
10:30 p.111. Chai( Yoga 
I :00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, 15th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.111. Bingo 
Thursday, 16th 
I :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 17th 
I 0:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
1:00 p.m. Scrabble 
Saturday, 18th 
9:00 a.m. Spring Tag Sale at the 
Montague Senior Center 
Pot Luck Lunch followed by 
Bingo Monday April 20th. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village Road. 
Call Kathy Swaim at (978) 544-
2020 for hours and upcoming 
programs. 

The Wendell Full Moon 
Coftee House show featuring 
John Sheldon and Blue Streak on 
Saturday, Aptil 11 U1 will benefit 
the Center. Seniors willing lo cre­
ate treats to sell at the show 
should leave messages with 
Ginny Schimmel at 544-2924. 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (. Old 
Center School, I st Floor), is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a.111. to 2 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. For info and 
reservations call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center director at 413-
423-3308. Lunch daily at ll :30 
a.m. with reservations 24 hours 
in advance. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical necessity: 

Monday, 13th 
9 a.m. Exercise 
12 noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 14th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 15th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 noon Bingo 
Thursday, 16th 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Pool 
Friday, 17th 
9 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch: Pizza from 
Mattie's 

Great Falls Mlddle School 
Students of lhe Week 

Grade 6 
Liam Ellis 

Grade 7 
Alex Osowski, Meghan Casey 

Grade 8 
Tan.isha Sanders 

THE 

SHADY 
N 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Lunch Specials from 11 :00 a.m. 
Mon: American Chop Suey • Tues. 
Chicken Fricassie • Wed: Chicken 

Souvlaki, Rice • Thurs: Corned Beef 
& Cabbage • Fri: Fried Scallops • 

Sat Yankee Pot Roast 

44 Years on Avenue A 
in Turners Falls 

Open Sundays 7-2 
863-9636 
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Life Changing Experience for TFHS 
Students in Elliot County, Kentucky 

Back row (I to 1j: J-lenlber Barcbflot; Jory Ri11t1!di, To111 llf'i/lanl Kelli H11111pbrry, 
Brook.e. l-lasti1,gr, Chris H11111/)hr~1, Chtistapher K/osso11, Sha1JJt11i Ke/91 

Middle Row (I tor): Bvie Sf!Jde,; lf://Jih1~• Sanders, Lisa]ackso11, Sami 
Wo11do!mJ1ski, Bmma Bt111t1i11g, Chelsea Bo.con, Kim Nel.ron, Charlotte Paror!J~ 

Li11tlrttJ' lWilsotJ, Tra11ae G'allaght11; Kt.l.rf!Y Kane, ]11/ie Tho!llpso11 
From Row (I to r): Fro1!1 La111ii Gotge C11ll11ral Ch·: Mi.r!J• Penix ,md Kay .T-ianir 

BY DAVTD DETMOLD-From Kentucky," senior Kelsey Kane 
March 16th to the 20th, fowcteen told a roomful of parents and staff 
Turners Falls High School sen- on Friday evening, April 3rd, at 
iors, and three sophomores, trav- the TFHS library. "People would 
elled to Elliott County, Kentucky, come over and just sta11 a conver­
near the West Virginia border, in sation." 
tbe foothills of the Appalachians. Kane was one of many stu­
The population of the entire dents to enthuse about the. 
county - 6748 - is smaller than wannth of Southern hospitality 
the population of the town of that greeted them from the 
Montague. minute they arrived at the high 

The students from Turners school in Sandy Hook, the coun­
Falls left their classes bel1ind for a ty seat, where they slept on air 
week and traveled 15 hours each mattresses on the gymnasium 
way in vans, chaperoned by floor during their stay. 
teachers and parents, to pick up TFHS government teacher 
trash along mfaty Kentucky high- Heather Batchelor said it was not 
ways, and work with a non-profit just the Kentuckians who reflect-• 
housing group landscaping new ed well on their community. 
homes for low-income residents "Hearing the adults praise our 
in tiny mountain hamlets. During students as polite, thoughtful, and 
their trip, they also traveled with friendly, we got to see we were 
a busload of students from Sandy representing Tt1rners Falls and 
Hook high school to the Rupp Montague they way we should be 
Arena in Lexington, where the represented." 
best boys' basketball team to Batchelor showed a slide 
come out of rural Kentucky in show of the trip, to the soundtrack 
decades took two consecutive of John Prine singing "My Old 
wins before dropping the stale Kentucky Home" and Loretta 
semifinals to a big city team, the Lynn singing "Coal Miners 
Holmes Bulldogs, who would go Daughter," with scenes of 
on to win tl1e state cl1ampionship Turners students catrying trash 
in double overtime. bags full of litter picked up along 

For Turners, the trip was billed the curving hillside highway near 
as a chance to perfonn communi- Laurel Gorge, a state cultural her­
ty service in one of the poorest itage center. 
counties in Kentucky, but t.o hear "Laurel Gorge was breathtak­
the students tell about it, it was "a ing," said Julie Thompson. "Even 
life-changing experience,'' as picking up trash there was fun." 
more than one agreed. Emma Banning agreed, 

"Pretty much what it comes "Kentucky has the most. beautiful 
down to is everyone is better in scenery J've ever seen.'' 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

For several days, the students 
from TFHS worked with Frank 
Olson, ihe chair of the board of 
Frontier Housing, whicb in the 
last 35 years has assisted over 
1000 low-income families 
throughout northeastern 
Kentucky to own their own 
homes. They traveled with Olson 
to the sites of several new homes, 
where they worked toge[hcr as a 
team to provide new landscaping 
and help out in whatever way was 
needed. 

·Toe most memorable part of 
U1e trip, for me," said Whitney 
Sanders, "was at the first house 
we did. The lady who owned the 
house, Ms. Kelley, was so happy 
we were helping her. If there was 
any doubt we were making a di f­
terence, the second she talked to 
me a!J doubt was gone." 

Frank Olson's daughter, 
Rebecca, is lbe Engli.sh for 
Speakers of Other Languages 
director for the Gill-Montague 
school system. She was the one 
who made the connection with 
Elliott County for Batchelor 's 
TFHS students, when they pro­
posed taking a class trip and 
doing community service. The 
students raised $600 standing in 
the breezeway of Food City to 
defray expenses for the ti-ip, and 
they received small grants to help 
them on their way from the Gill­
Montague Education Fund 
($250), the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Elks ($400), and Our Lady of 
Peace parish ($200). 

Olson-Wright wasn't able to 
travel with them to Kentucky, 
because sbe had to stay and trans­
late for the parents or her 35 
ESOL students, who were having 
parent-teacher conferences that 
week. But she stayed in touch 
with the TFHS students in 
Kentuck.')' througb regular pbone 
calls to her father, who was proud 
to host them. 

Olson-Wright said when the 
students came back to Turners 
Falls, ''The most powerti.~ thing 
was the realization we're all the 
same: every community has 
struggles." 

In the slide presentation, pho­
tos showed the yow1g people 
from Tw11ers Falls planting 
shrubs and flowers and trees and 
installing a silt fence in the dut 

see CHANGING page 5 
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MONTAGUE INTEGRATIVE HEAL TH 
NATUROPATHIC MEDICINF, CHIROPRACTIC, NUTRITION, MASSAGE, YOGA 

FOUR PRACTITIONERS IN ONE LOCATION 

DR. EMILY MAIELLA - Naturopathic Family Medicine 

DR. ELLEN J. MITNOWSKY - Chiropractic 

DIANA ALLEN, MS, CNS - Nutritional Counseling 

NANCY PAGLIA, CMT, CYI - Massage Therapy & Yoga 

COMPASSIONATE, COMPREHENSIVE NATURAL HEALTH CARE 

432 GREENFIELD ROAD (NEXT TO THE BOOK MILL) 

MONTAGUE, MA 01351 • 413.367.2257 

GREETINGS FROM GOOD NEIGHBORS 
TVte North QuC{bbtV\, AV\,V\,UC{L Foo~­
A-TVlOV\, Ls offtctC{LLrj UV\,~eYWC{!'.j. 

Th~.s evell\,t 1A.11vi..te.s Vol1A.V\,teer.s froWL the LowL foocl 
-pcH11,tri.es ci111,o! 111.,<.eCIL stte.s [111, ClV\, effort to rciise f1,tV1.,/i1S ClVi.,o! 

food to sbryport t~e.se -progrciiM.s. 
we cit GOOD NEIGHBORS, tvie foool -pctV\,tYrj serv{V\,g title 

res[c{ev\.ts of well\,d.eLL Cll/lJd r--1ew sciLeVIA,, viv1ve see(/\, ci ~ 
1.,11\,C,r~se LV1-V\,\,ef.¾bev-s!-ii:p sL111,ceJciV\,um-·11 .::2003. /111, fcict, 
1M.OYe tviciv.. ~ of we(.11.,(;(eLL•.s -popuLcittov.. i'..s currell\tLl:'.j 
ev..yoltect wLtvi v\.ew -people jotv1.-Lvi,g ever<~ wee~. 

we ued our CDV\,tlM.l,(V\.i.tt_j's support MW, ¥),tDYe tvu::iv.. 
Mr. we 1-icive CIV\i exceLLeV\it group of coV111.f.¾Ltted v0Lu111,teers, 
wLtvi 111,ew -peo-pLe sigl/\,tvi,g tA.p wee~L!j. Toe fl,,(.V\>Olycii'..si.Vl-g 
V1cts beguv.. LIi\, botn we(.11.,(;(eLL ci1"vOI New sctLe1M., s1,c:pportect 
bl:'.l tne we(.11.,(;(eLL Coull\b-tj stoYe, tl1e New sctLelM. c:;eVl-trctL 
store, our llbrcttie.s, sc.viool:s a(.11.,(;( churcnes. Doll\.Qtwll\S 
e,i;tll\, be 1M.ctcte ctt i;tll\,l:'.l of tl1ese .sttes, cts weLL ct.s 
l+i;tV\,11\,ctforc;(, 0Yctll\,ge WctLIM.ctrt, V'{JDF, i;t111,c;( AtnoL 

Me1M.Orictl ttos-pttaL. n1e fooc;( ciV\,cl fuv..o!.s rci[sed w~U be 
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A Well Regulated Militia ... 
When two high school seniors 

- Eric Harris and Dylan K.lebold 
- stalked the halls of Columbine 
High School and methodically 
gunned down 12 students and a 
teacher before killing themselves 
on April 20th, 1999, the massacre 
ignited a national debate on gun 
violence, with some caHing for 
tighter gtm control laws and oth­
ers calling for the a1111ing of high 
school teachers. 

tect the four OakJand, CA officers 
gurmed down after a routine traf­
fic stop led to a fatal gun battle 
with parolee Lovelle Mixon on 
March 21st; or the three officers 
killed when police in Pittsburgb, 
PA, encountered Rjchard 
Poplawski, aimed and wearing a 
bulletproof vest on Saturday. 
Poplawski opened fire on police 
as they caine lo the front door of 
his mother's suburban ranch 

The same debate played out house, responding to a domestic 
eight years Later, after April 16th, dispute about a dog. 
2007, when Seung-Hui Cho, a A majority of big-city poljce 
college student with a rustory or chiefs (63%) surveyed in 2002-
psychiatric problems, anned with 03, in a study published by the 
semi-automatic handgw1s, shot American Journal of Preventative 
and kjlled 32 students and teach- .Medicine in April of 2006, sup­
ers at Virginia Tech in ported gun control laws, and 
Blacksburg, VA, in the worst agreed with the statement, "The 
rampage by a single gunman in government should do everything 
American history. Only trus time, it can to keep handguns out of the 
the call from the gun lobby was to hands of criminals, even if it 
rum college professors. means making it more difficult 

No one seriously suggested for law-abiding citizens to pur­
anning the Amish, however, when chase handguns." 
Charles Roberts ba□-icaded him- Although it would appear that 
self in a one-room Amish school- the Democratic Patty, as a whole, 
house with the young female stu- has capitulated to the NRA and 
dents in Nickel Mines, PA on lain down and died on the issue of 
October 2nd, 2006, and killed five gun control, still requests for gun 
- between the ages of six and thir- pennits are up steeply since 
teen -and critically wounded five Obruna 's electirn1, as the right­
more before shooting himself. wing blogosphere feeds nunors 
Nor has the call been raised to am, that Washington will soon find a 
nw-sing home patients or staff way to "take away our guns.'' 
since last Sunday, when Robert Poplawski, the Pittsburgh shoot­
Stewart burst into the Pinelake er, was repo1ted to have been 
Health and Rehab Center in motivated by the tear that "the 
Caithage, NC and shot and lulled Obama administration was 
a nurse and seven patients rat1ging poised to ban guns." 
in age from 78 to 98. If only this were so. Let's set 

We have yet to hear the c1y go aside the legitimate need to hunt 
up to aim immigrants, though the gaine to put food on the table, and 
eruth has still not settled on the the sport that has developed 
graves of the 13 Filipino, Haitian, around this a11cient practice, and 
Chinese, Brnzilian, Vietnamese, accept the sale and possession of 
Pakistani and Iraqi refugees and hunting rifles and ammo as 
emigres, their English teacher and defensible. No one needs a hand­
a receptionist killed at the gun or an AK-47 to gel the better 
American Civic Association in of a deer. 
Binghamton, NY last Friday, Anyone who sees the working 
when .liverly Voong, ruined with of a well-regulated militia in the 
semi-automatic handguns, horrific kjlling sprees unleashed 
walked into the building where he by Han·is, Klebold, Cho, Roberts, 
had struggled to learn English, Stewart, Voong, Mixon, 
and began blazing away. Poplawski and their brothers in 

Should police in this count.:Jy arms are simply aiding and abet­
be more heavily anned? Their ting the mayhem and making 
weapons were inadequate to pro- plain the way for more mass mw--
r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 
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der to follow. Since the 5-4 
District of Columbia v. Heller rul­
ing in June of last year, overturn­
ing Washington D.C. 's ban on the 
private ownership of handguns, 
and finding for the first time a.11 
individual right to own guns, we 
are forced to include the rogue 
majority of the United States 
Supreme Court in this category. 

Now, American society is an 
armed camp, bristling with fire­
power, wailing for any match to 
strike the tinder. ln the 'post­
Obama' era of right-,ving fear 
and hate mongering, background 

checks for gun pennits are up 
31 %. and gun stores nationwide 
are nmning out of ordnance and 
ammo to keep up with the 
demand. There are already more 
Uian 200 million privately-owned 
guns in America, more than one 
per household. That arsenal is 
growing rapidly. 

The time will come when 
Americans will no longer be will­
ing to live with the slaughter 
imposed on our society by our 
easy access to guns. Each year, on 
average, 70,000 Americans are 
wounded, and 30,000 killed, in 

UTTERS u(J THE EDITOR 

Let Seniors Take Leftovers Home! 
haven't the slightest i'dea 

why they now allow the seniors 
who eat dinner at the Gill­
Montague senior center to bring 
home only milk, bread and fntit, 
.instead of all the food they have 
paid for. Most seniors do not 
have the appetite of earlier 
years, so sometimes they can't 
eat all the vegetables and meat 
on their plates. 

The other day, a woman 
wanted to bring home three 
small sweet potatoes. The meal 
site manager told her she could­
n't. ln embarrassment and dis­
gust, the woman threw the pota­
toes back on the table. 

The manager wasn't happy, 
but she was only going by the 
posted mies. 

Have we become a nation 
that is afraid to do good things 
because it may create the oppor­
tunity for a lawsuit, or cause 
trouble? l assure you, seniors are 
not the Sue You Generation. 

I do not know why or how 
this rule was put into effect, but 
1 certainly don't agree with it, 
because of the following rea­
sons: 

Milk brought home can go 
sour, bread can go moldy, and 
fruit rotten. What is the differ­
ence between those examples, 
and meat going rotten or vegeta-

bles going sour? 
!fl eat at a restaurant on a gift 

certificate my family has given 
me, and 1 bring half of it home, 
and several days later I eat it and 
get sick, is that the restaurant's 
fault? 

f know of two churches that 
serve free community dinners. 
Whatever is letl over is given to 
the diners to take home. 

Why was this new rule at the 
senior center put into effect? My 
wile and f, like many other Gill 
and Montague seniors, have 
been volunteers at the senior 
center for over 20 years, and for 
many, many yeai·s senior diners 
could bring home whatever they 
hadn't eaten. They were also 
allowed to bring home any food 
left in the trays after the diners 
had seconds. 

lsn 't it better to have food go 
into a senior's stomach than into 
the sewer? 

-Allan Adie 
Gill 
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gun violence. There is no way to 
anu ourselves effectively against 
this fact. The only way out of 
America's shooting gallery is to 
ban the private purchase of hand­
guns and assault weapons. and 
maintain sensible regulation on 
other fireanns in private hands. 

One day, Americans will come 
to realize U1ey do not have an 
inalienable right to own hand­
guns and assault weapons, much 
less to use them against other 
human beings. The question is 
how many more innocent people 
will have to die before we do. 

Support Appreciated 
Thanks for Dawn Montague's 

coverage of our non-electric 
apaitment hearing in both of the 
last two issues (along with your 
great coverage of our barn raising 
last fall). 

One point: last week's article 
included the line, "about a third of 
the attendees went on record in 
favor of allowing them to proceed 
with Lhe plans." This is correct but 
a little misleading. Most of those 
there - by far - supprnted our 
plan. Three more people who 
wanted to attend in support didn 'L: 
there was no place left to park. 

All this patient backing 
through the long hearing from 
ordinary Wendell residents (if any 
Wendell resident can be said to be 
ordinary) gave us a real boost. 
Everyone thought the planning 
board did a great job. 

The hearing will continue on 
Apdl 21st al 7:30 p.m. at the town 
office building. We'd welcome 
your further support. 

- Jonathan von Ranson 
Wendell 
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Biomass 101 Event Highlights Pros and Cons G-M Taps Ladd 
for Superintendent 

BY DAWN MONTAGUE 
GREENFIELD - Plans for sev­
eral power plants that would burn 
biomass sourced from wood to 
produce energy are in the works 
in western Massachusetts. In the 
past six months, the surge in 
interest in using biomass to pro­
duce energy (and heat) on a large 
scale has sparked discussions 
about carbon emissions, ecologi­
cal impact on forests, pollution, 
effects on the local economy, and 
resource use. 

On Tuesday night al the 
GCTV studios, lhe Greening 
Greenfield Energy Committee 
organized a public event to pres­
ent some of these issues "so that 
everyone can have an opportuni­
ty lo hear up-to-date information 
about the opportunities, issues 
and techi101ogies related to thls 
valuable resource, and be better 
prepared to participate in the 
public licensingprocess." 

The event was co-sponsored 
by the Center for Ecological 
Technology· (CET), Co-op 
PO\,ver, Franklin County 
Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG), 
Greenfield District Heating, and 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC). 

The studio was filled by near­
ly 80 people from across the 
region. Speakers David Damery, 
director of building materials and 
wood technology at illfass 
Amherst, and Gordon Boyce, 
marketing and utilization forester 
at the Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR), gave a presentation on 
forest resources 1n 

Massachusetts. 
"Massachusetts has a signifi-

CHANGING from page 3 
yard of a plain new one-stmy­
house in a Kentucky hollow. 
They cheerfuJly performed tasks 
their parents probably couldn't 
getthem to do even if they prom­
ised to raise their allowances, for 
free. 

Looking back, Banning said, 
'"flus past week was the best 
week of my entire life. I feel we 
really helped a commw1ity out, 
and they really appreciated us." 

cant forest resource whkh can 
provide renewable energy to its 
citizens," said Gordon Boyce, of 
DCR ''The sustainable manage­
rnent of that forest resource will 
allow the wood supply to last for­
ever." He pointed to the fact that 
Franklin County is more than 
80% forested as one reason that 
biomass power is a viable option 
for this area. 

"We need to reduce our ener­
gy usage, and increase efficiency, 
said Dame1y. "Heat and energy 
derived from the renewable for­
est resource can have significant 
economic benefits, as it serves as 
a bridge technology in advance 
of the full development of solar 
energy sources," he added. 

A number of issues raised dur­
ing the question-and-answer ses­
sion were criticaJ of the biomass 
projects. One questioner asked 
how carbon dioxide emissions 
from a biomass power plant 
compare to those from a coal­
burning plant. Burning wood 
actually emits about 50% more 
carbon dioxide than coal, but 
because the carbon dioxide 
absorbed during the life of a tree 
is approximately equal to that 
produced by butning it, the 
process is considered carbon­
neutral overall. 

Chris Matera of 
Massachusetts Forest Watch was 
frustrated by the tightly moderat­
ed session, which provided no 
forum l'or back-and-forth 
between the speakers and the 
audience: "We couldn't get at the 
issues. The event was a sales job 
by the timber industry." Matera 
was disappointed "to see tree­
huggers who telJ us to recycle 
turn around and tell us we should 

Part of the fun, according to 
almost all the students who spoke 
Friday night, was connecting 
with the nigh school students at 
Sandy Hook around the excite­
ment of their basketball tean1 
reaching the state semi-finals, 
something the Tumers students 
could easily relate to. 

Kenn.icky is one of two states 
that still aJlows teams from 
schools of any size Lo compete 
against all corners for the champi-

cut down and bum our forests. 
It's like living in the Twilight 
Zone." 

Bolh speakers acknowledged 
that burning woody biomass on a 
large scale for energy presents a 
set of complex issues, and that 
there was not enough Lime to 
address most of them. "It is 
important that we explore how 
we can use this local renewable 
resource in a sustainable way," 
said Nancy Hazard, co-chair of 
the Greening Greenfield cam­
paign. "But it is important to 
remember that generating heat 
and electricity locally, renew­
ably, and with low climate 
change emissions is only one­
fi ftb oflhe solution. We must not 
forget that the most importam 
U1ing we can do to improve the 
economy aod the environment is 
to use efficiency and conserva­
tion to cut down on the energy 
we use in our homes and our 
cars. Only then can we imagine 
using this valuable resource sus­
tainably." 

Speaking after U1e event, 
Hazard said that it really was 
intended to be a starting point for 
people to begin to learn about 
the issues and opportunities 
around biomass as an energy 
source. 

She said that there are two 
upcoming events where people 
can learn more. First, the Pioneer 
Renewable Energy project, a 
proposed biomass plant to be 
sited in Greenfield, will host an 
open house April 1401 at the 
Greenfield Middle School from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. The second is 
the Sustainable Energy Summit 
at UMass Amherst, May I st to 
2nd, organized by Co-op Power. 

ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
GILL-MONTAGUE - On 
Tuesday, April 7th, the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
Distict picked a new superinten­
dent of schools. His name is 
Alan Ladd, and on Thursday he 
fonnally accepted the post. 

The two finalists for the posi­
tion came lo Turners Falls High 
School on Tuesday to answer 
questions in front of the school 
comminee, present their educa­
tional views, and discuss how 
they would lead the Gill­
Montague schools at this transi­
tional time if they were selected. 

Besides Ladd, who is current 
superintendent of schools in 
Groveton, NH. the other finalist 
was Lynn Celli Saransin, Ph.D .. 
deputy superintendent of schools 
in Lexington. MA. 

The search committee was 
assisted by Pat Correira of the 
Massachusetts Association of 
School Committees. The super­
intendent search committee 
spent months reviewing applica­
tions and interviewing candi­
dates, and Tuesday's meeting 
was the end point of that process. 

Following the interviews, the 
school committee took a few 
minutes to discuss the choice 
before them before making their 
decision. The vote was unani­
mous .in favor of Carl Ladd. Due 
to the peculiar situation Gill­
Montague finds itself in, with the 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education overseeing 
the district's finances since last 
year's failed budget process. 
Ladd will still have to meet with 
DESE Commissioner Mitchell 

ouship trophy. A great deal of Chester and parcicipate in con­
press and excitement had built up tract negotiations with the school 
around the Elliott Lions, a hard, committee before his hiring 
charging, high-scoring, home- becomes official. 
grown squad from a school with a Both Superintendent Ladd 
graduating class of 74 students, and Deputy Superintendent 
making it all the way to Lexington Saransin spoke highly of the 
(the week the THIS students Gill-Montague school district 
were visiting). They were tinaJly and how impressed they were 
knocked out by Holmes (enroll- with the educational initiatives 
ment I 000), but not before the already in place here. 
Turners visitors got to watc,h Ladd appeared to be a very 

see CHANGING page 6 open person, at ease in express-

ing his ideas with intelligence 
and humor to the committee. ln 
his opening remarks, he said he 
had botl1 personal and profes­
sional reasons for applying for 
this position. His father, who is 
79 years old, lives in Northfield 
and he would like to live closer 
to him, so he could see him more 
olten. Also, his younge?t daugh­
ter is graduating from high 
school this year, and plans to 
attend UMass in the fall. 

Professionally, he said he can 
relate to the challenges in the 
Gill-Montague district; they are 
similar to the challenges his own 
district has faced. fn te1ms of 
style, he said he likes to be a 
presence, to be available to the 
people in the schools and the 
community. He strongly sup­
ports sports programs, and prom­
ised he would be attending foot­
ball games and sporting events. 
He is knowledgeable about tech­
nology, and said he would like to 
see teachers making robust use 
of the technology in the schools. 

In speaking of the quality of 
education in the district, Ladd 
said, "The kind of educational 
initiatives you have in place here 
are very impressive. The work 
you've done on your tum around 
plan lo put things in place, to put 
people in place. to put programs 
in place to move this district for­
ward, I think are very impres­
sive." He said, in comparing this 
district with others he is familiar 
with, "You are very far ahead. 
You are doing some very good 
things here and l would really 
like to be a part of that." 

In answering a question on 
teacher involvement, he said t"hat 
teachers should be an integral 
part of the decision-making 
process, that they should be 
directly involved in setting goals 
for the schools. His district 
showed improvement in scores 
of underperforming schools, 
due, he felt, to this kind or 
teacher involvement. 

Jn tenns of dealing with con-

see LADD pg 10 
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BALDASSARE from pg 1 

Mic/Jae/ Ba!rlttssare 

commiltee's legal cow1sel, 
Roserum Dipietro, offered her 
opinion of why the March 3rd 
vote to appoint Baldassare as 
superintendent did not violate the 
open meeting law, even though 
the subject of appointing a new 
superintendent had not been post­
ed on the agenda in advance of 
the meeting, and eve11 though 
some of the school committee 
members, according to their 
comments during the meeting. 
had been made aware of the 
move to appoint Baldassare in 
advance, while others on the 
committee were taken by surprise 
by the development. 

Following her presenlation. 
Slavas addressed the committee. 
saying, "The action of last meet­
i11g appointing Michael 
Baldassare felt to me like a deep 
personal betrayal. Two years ago, 
Wendell joined the deliberations 
to tcmn a regional K - 12 district 
with Mahar, not an easy process 
to join. You have to convince a 
very reluctant n:sident population 
in Wendell. We did a lot ofhand­
holding in Wendell. They are 
very protective of their local ele­
mentary school." 

Slavas continued, "My sense 
of betrayal is that this committee 
played into the fears over Local 
control by maki11g such a large 
decision. a decision of such 
import, without advance notice to 
the member towns, and it is going 
to take a lot of work by this com­
mittee to regain that trust. The 
i.nput I'm getti.ng in Wendell 
now," on the subject of K - 12 
regionalizatioll "is 'aDyplace but 
Mahar'.'' 

Pan·icia Martin, superinten­
dent of the Petersham school 

department, spoke up in favor the 
committee's appointment of 
Baldassare, and the process they 
used to appoint him. She said 
Petersham was eager to regional­
ize with Mahar, K - 12. 

"I need to applaud this com­
mittee for taking a courageous 
vote," she said. "The Department 
0f E'lementary and Secondary 
Education has been encouraging 
us lo promote from within, so we 
have an opportunity to see educa­
tional leaders in practice. 
Sustained leadership wilJ lead to 
improved sh1dcnt achievement." 

Orange tov,;n administrator 
Richard Kwiatkowski said even 
though the Orange selectboard 
had written to the school commit­
tee in support of resci.nding the 
March 3rd appointment of 
Baldassare and instituting a for­
mal search process for a new 
superintendent, he did not believe 
that was necessary. 

"Mike Baldassare is an excel­
lent special education director. 
He is an excellent individual, and 
he ,,~11 be an excellent superin­
tendent. The issue is about how it 
was handled that night, and who 
knew about it. The damage has 
been done to tbe school commit­
tee. Rescind your vote; rcvote 
your position, and send a clear 
message to the community and to 
[Baldassare] that you unani­
mously support this individual." 

Orange school committee rep­
resentative Deb Habib said, 
"How do we move forward from 
this point in a way that is trans­
parent and inclusive?" She 
added, "We did not give our­
selves the opportunity to consid­
er various candidates for superin­
tendent. We did not give our 
towns an opportunity to weigh in 
on a superintendent." 

Namin apologized for the 
process the school committee had 
taken in appointing bis successor, 
but said he had recommended 
Baldassare to provide continuity 
of leadership after watching U1e 
struggJes of surrounding districts, 
like Greenlield, and Gill­
Montague, to fill their superin­
tendencies. 

Committee chair Maureen 
Donelan said, "We are being buJ­
lied, here, by the communities. 
l11ere was a motion on the table. 
There was a second. There was a 
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vote. It couldn't have gone any 
other way in terms ofprncess." 

Observers of the- March 3rd 
meeting reported the entire 
process of Dana Kennan nomi­
nating, Cara Deane seconding, 
and a five-to-three majority vot­
ing to accept Baldassare as the 
new superintendent or Mahar 
took about four minutes. 

As the committee moved to 
reaffirm that appointment on 
Tuesday night, Habib said, "I still 
have not seen a resume [for 
Baldassare]. l still have not par­
ticipated in an interview; I have 
not been able to hear his philoso­
phy about how he would pursue a 
superintendency." 

Nonetheless, as the rolJ caJJ 
votes were counted, Habib joined 
the majority in re-aJ1irming 
Baldassare's appointment, with 
only Baldwin, of Wendell, vot­
ing, ''No." He explained the 
WendelJ school committee had 
been unanimous in demanding 
that the March 3rd vote be 
rescinded. 

After the vote, Baldassare 
said, "This is double the honor. 
Last month I had live votes, this 
month I had ten. I look forward to 
continuing the hard work of Dr. 
Namin. I've had a couple of years 
to team from him. Last year we 
won a silver medal from U.S. 
News and Wodd Report," of tbe 
natiOJ'i's top high schools. 'Tm 
going to do everyU1ing l can to 
get the gold." 

On the vote to retain the statu­
tmy method of assessment for the 
member towns, Baldwin spoke at 
length about the unfairness of 

CHANGING from pg 5 

them trounce Anderson COLmty 
74 - 61 in the first game of the 
"Sweet 16" playoffs. 

An ESPN article leading up 
to that game compared !he Lions 
to tl1e fabled Indiana high school 
basketball team immortalized in 
the movie Hoosiers (before 
fndiana broke high schools into 
four divisions based on size of 
enrollment). Here's how that 
article described Elliott County: 

"To find Sandy Hook, you 
get off lnterstate 64 at 
Morehead. From there, tum onto 
serpentine, two-lane Highway 
32 and leave the modern world 
behind. 

Chat method to Wendell, and New 
Salem. 

''Tbe goal is not to make one 
town pay more than another, but 
to come up with something that 
fits our towns and the changing 
economy. Wendell an,d New 
Salem feel we are basically being 
disregarded under the statutory 
method. You say, leave it up to 
the state. The conversations I 
hear in Franklin County a.re, 'We 
don't want to leave it up to the 
state. We have an alternative (hat 
provides us with local conn·ol. 
Let's use it.'" 

Donelan said, "I find it con­
venient for Wendell to pick and 
choose collaboration. Now this is 
an area they want to collaborate 
on. I haven't seen much collabo­
ration from Wendell on other 
issues." 

Na111in said switching to the 
alternative method would cause 
Orange's assessment to rise by 
about $480,000, and the other 
three towns' assessments to fall, 
in total, by an equal amounl 

Earlie1~ Slavas ru1d Idoine pre-­
sented cha11s showing that Lmder 
the statutory method, Wendell 
has consistently paid more per 
pupil enrolled in Mahar than 
Orange, even though the towns' 
relative wealth is similar. 

''Wendell's assessment has 
consistently gone. up over the last 
decade," said Slavas, "while 
Orange has remained constant. 
We're hoping to come up with 
some resolution to this." In the 
coming year, Slavas said, 
WendelJ will pay $8,565 per stu­
dent in Mahar, Petersham will 

''Wind past the small family 
cemeteries dug into rocky hill­
tops. Take note of the caution 
signs for farm tractors on 1he 
road. And if you drive too fast, 
you'll miss the turn for Main 
Street, which cuts through what 
passes for downtown. 

"The nearest shopping mall is 
about an hour away, along the. 
West Virginia border. The near­
est supermarket is a 30-minute 
drive. Same with the nearest 
movie theater. 

Many of the jobs are far 
away, too. tlliott County sits 
just outside of Kentucky's coal 
belt, and the land isn't flat or 
fertile enough for large-scale 
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pay $7;812, New Salem will pay 
$7,044 per st11dent, and Orange 
will pay $5,18.3 per student. 

"We don't feel very rich in 
Wendell," Slavas said. 

But Kennan responded heat­
edly that WendeU had $160,000 
in excess levy capacity, showing 
its relative wealth, to which 
ldoine and Slavas, not waiting to 
be recognized by the- chair. 
jumped in, "That's not relative to 
our wealth,., rather to the town's 
fiscal discipline over the years, 
for which it does not deserve 
punishment but praise. 

Kennan said a switch to the 
alternative mel11od of assessment 
would provide grounds for a law­
suit against the school committee 
for denying the poorer town of 
Orange equal-opportunity educa­
tion, and that no other town in U1e 
Commonwealth was using the 
alternative method of assess­
ment, at present. "Because of the 
inequities between the town of 
Orange and the other towns, you 
can 'l make tbe alternative 
method work." 

Baldwin rejected his argu­
ment, saying, "I fail to see your 
point," and noted that Shutesbury 
and Amherst were apparently 
happy using the alternative 
method, and adapting it to suit 
their particular needs, which be 
stressed was in the school com­
mittee's prerogative. 

Donelan suggested the finance 
committees from all four tow11s 
meet and discuss the matter and 
mak,e a recommendation to the 
school committee for a Ill 
fumre year. ■I 

farming. So the people here 
work as pipe fitters and boiler­
makers in Ashland, or at the 
Little Sandy Correctional 
Complex. state prison. or for the 
local school district..." 

"I met amazing people I will 
never forget," said Kim Nelson. 

They made an impact on their 
hosts, as well, including Frontier 
Housing's Frank Olson. 

"He was so unbelievably 
moved by your spirit," said his 
daughter, Olson-Wright. "I-le 
was truly touched by you all, 
and the way you touched every­
one else. f ,vant you all to know 
how much you meant to Ill! 
me and my community." all 

The Gill Tavern Locally owned since 1941 1ENT TO EXCELLENCE 

Main Road Gill Center 
413-863-9006 

~ 

Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m. 

Specials Daily 
Seafood - Vegetarian - Local Beef 

Individual Grilled Pizzas 
and More! 

Full Bar with People's Pint Beer on Tap 
Bottled Beers, Complete Wine List, 

Daily Drink Specials 

HOUSE PAINTING 

{:~:;~:. 978-544-6534 w~:t'~11 

'--~-~-~---~-~-~~~ 

.ti 

Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Streel Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

Brian Bowden-Smith 
Lie: Pl3146S-J 
413-863-5218 

"' 413-834-2576 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
MA Re.g #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Pbone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH 
& DINNER 

Giddy Up 

Route 2 • Gill 
413-863-8210 

BERKSHIRE BREWING 
BEER Now AvAIWLE 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDEll SElECTBOARD 

More About Mahar 
8Y JOSH HEINEMANN -
Finance committee members 
Michael ldoine, Barbara Caruso 
and Jim Slavas had lo keep their 
meeting with the selectboard 
short, on April 1st, in order to get 
to their next appointments with 
police chief Ed Chase, and lire 
chief Everett RickettS. The main 
topic of their cliscussion was the 
ongoing. effort to get the Mahar 
school committee to comply 
with the conu·act under which 
Wendell first joined the Mahar 
Regional School District, and 
have each of the four member 
towns in the Mahar district pay 
an equal amount per student 
attending the Mahar Regional 
High School. 

Finance committee members 
said tl,ey met with the 
Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education on 
Saturday March 28th, with rep­
resentative Steve Kulik and sen­
:,:i.tor Stan Rosenberg present, and 
were to attend another meeting 
with Kulik, Rosenberg, ru,,d the 
FRCOG on Saturday, April 4th. 

ldoine said the DESE did not 
dispute Wendell's analysis of the 
statutory and alternative rnetl1ods 
of assessment. but he also said 
the DESE is rejecting equal per 
student payment as such. 

The highway garage needs a 
good deal of maintenance, 
inclucting new paint, replace­
ment siding, and repair to 
warped trim separating from the 
building. The roof should be 
replaced, but may be kept going 
for a few more years with ru1oth­
er repair. 

The selectboard decided to 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Assaults and Vandalism 

Road. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

get an estimate for the mainte­
nance. so the town can appropri­
ate money for 1he work at a town 
meeting. Town coordjnator 
Nancy Aldrich suggested the 
projects be separated to make the 
process of selecting a contractor 
simpler, so neither a painter, con­
tractor, nor roofer would be 
required to bid on all the work 
necessary. 

SJavas said the finance com­
mittee has talkt:d about limiting 
the Cost of Living Allowance 
(COLA) for town employees this 
year to 2.1 %, to match inflation, 
bu:t he said we need to acknowl­
edge what is going on in the larg­
er economy. Tfle pay for the 
town coordinator and highway 
supervisor are being raised to 
bring their level up to the middle 
of the Franklin County range, but 
that is a separate issue. The town 
coordinator's saJary is shared 
with New Salem, another issue. 

Idoine said the towt1 of 

domestic 
distur­
bance at 
a n 

Tuesday, 3/31 
9:15 p.m. Officer initiated 10:20 a,m. Report of a 

domestic disturbance at a K 
Street address. Arrested 

Avenue A address. Arrested 

bance at a Turnpike Road 
address. Peace restored. 
8:08 a.m. Report of burglary 
/ breaking and entering at a 
Greenfield Road address. 
8,16 a.m. Report of vandal­
ism at an M Street address. 
Services rendered. 

arrest or 

straight warrant 

Wednesday, 4/1 
3:26 p.m. Report of a neigh­
bor disturbance on Turnpike 
Road. Reporter advised of 
options. 
7:25 p.m. Following a traffic 
sto , arrested 

---Charged 
with operation of a motor 
vehicle with license sus­
pended, giving a false name 
or adress t0 polioe, failure to 
use care starting, stopping, 
turning or backing, and 
default warrants. • 

Thursday, 412 

- Charged with two 
counts of violation of an 
abuse prevention order, two 
counts of assault and batt&y 
domestic, two counts of 
assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon, and two 
counts of intimidation of a 
witness. Arrested 

Charged with 
two counts of assault and 
battery doroestlt, two counts 
of assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon, and two 
counts of intimidation of a 
witness. 

Charged with assault and 
battery domestfc. 

Saturday, 4/4 
2:58 am. Report of loud 
noise disturbance at a West 
Main Street address. 
Arrested 

on a default 
warrant and a straight war­
rant. 
5;42 p.m. Report of a fight at 
a Second Street address. 
Investigated. 
8:15 p.m. Officer initiated 
investigation of a suspicious 
auto at Unity Parle 
Dispersed gathering. 
9:31 p.rn. Report of loud 
noise disturbance 

7:47 p.m. Report of vandal­
ism at a Grisw.old Street 
address. 

Tuesday, 4n 
2:31 a.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a K 
Street address. Arrested 

Charged with assauJt and 
battery domestiG and intimi­
dation of a witness. 
9:25 a.m. Report of vandal­
ism at a Taylor Hill Road 
address. Investigated. 
12:15p.m. Reportoflarceny 
from a Federal Street 
address. 

Ashfield had zeroed alJ raises 
this year. Keller thought a 2% 
raise might be appropriate, but a 
decision is not needed as yet. 

The open space committee 
wants to use the town hall on 
Saturday, April 25th, to mark 
Earth Day. April 25th is also the 
day schedul.ed for a Fiske Pond 
cleanup, to open trails littered by 
ioe ston11 branches and fallen 
trees, as well as a con,111unity 
garden work day. 

Aldrich reponed tha1 the 
Massachusetts lnterlocal 
insurance Association gave a bid 
of $24,654 for Wendell's liabili­
ty insurance, lower than the bid 
given by Massamont, the compa­
ny presently providing the 
tow11's insurance. The select­
board voted to accept that bid. 

The selectboard set the tenta­
tive date of the annual town 
meeting on June 15th. 

Nancy Graton has put out 
donation jars for Good 
Neighbors, and food pantries 
around the North Quabbin area, 
for the annual foocl-a-thon and 
fund drive. She asked jf she 
could put one at the town office 
building. Keller commented that 
as a non-profit organization, 
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Good Neighbors could do it, but 
the office building does not get a 
lot of lratlic. Lewis sajd the jar 
should not be too visible, so that 
it stays where it is placed. 

On Saturday, April 18th, the 
Community Church of North 
Orange and Tully is running 
Operation Touch of Home, a 
driye to send letters, individual 
sized snacks_, paperback books, 
DVDs and tnvel-sized games 
and toy:s to soldiers stationed 
overseas. Money for supplies 
and shippjng will also be accept­
ed, and donations can be left at 
Adams Animal Hospital, the 
Athol YMCA, and the Diemand 
Fann by April 11th. 

As the April I st meeting 
began, an.d while the Wendell 
selectboard was waiting for 
finance committee members to 
come into the office, board 
chair Ted Lewis and board 
member Dan Keller agreed to 
meet on Saturday morning, 
April 4th, to locate appropriate 
sites for the-emergency back-up 
generators ready to be installed 
at the town hall, the ofiice 
building, t.he library, the high­
way garage, and the senior cen­
ter. 

r·nunnmn~--·~ 
TRACTORS FOR FARM. HOME &-EOB8TRDCTION 
We. Carry John Deere and Kubota Tractors, Stihl Chain Saws, 

Blowers, Tractor Mowers, Ariens Snow Blowers. 

Also: • Wood Chippers • Log Splitters • Winches 
• Fire P-rootSafe.s • Materials Handling Equipment 

SIRUN[OUIPMENTCOMPANY.INC. 
no FEDERAL STREET RTE. 69 MONTAGUE 
SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 48 YEARS 

4:L3-367-2481 

2:25 p.m. Report of a heigh­
bor disturbance at a 
Turnpike Road address. 
Services rendered. 

10:23 a.m. Report of illegal 
dumping at a Meadow Road 
address near Garbiel Farms. 
11:15a.m. Reportoflarceny 
of picnic table near the water 
1n Turners Falls. 

at an Eighth Street 
address. Peace 
restored. Diemand Farm *Special* 

Turbey Legs and Thighs 8:58 p.m. Report of hit: and 
run accident at the Water 
Department on Millers Falls 
Road. Services rendered. 

Friday, 413 
8:40 a.m. Report of larceny 
from Rau's Sunoco & 
Tow1ng on Tumers Falls 

3:33 p.m. Report of larceny 
at a Second Street address, 
Reporter advised of options. 
6,16 p.m. Report of a neigh­
bor disturbance at a G Street 
address. Peace restored, 
10:53 p.m. Report of 

Sunday, 4/5 
1 :38 p.m. Officer 
initiated investiga­
tion or vandalism 
al Unity Park club 
house. 
4:29 a.m. Report 
ol neighbor distur-

Ma, T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spedafwrrgirr a/1,upo<ts al lawn and Property Mairrtenrznn. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Spring Clean Up and 

Season~Long Property Maintenance" 
Residemirzl & Commenial • Fully Insured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

:, LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
MOVIES, SLIDES, 'VIDEOS 

&MORE! 
CONVERTED TO DVD, 

VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 
BIii & Kathy White 

413-773-77 47 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell 

r------------------~ !COUPON : 

: frozen soup (with 1 
: One Free Pint of o~·em d : 

1 coupon). Expires 1 

: April 30th, 2009. ; 

·------------------· 

(B GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Linda Ackerman 
195 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
413-863-4316 
wv,w.greenfie/dsavings.com 

• 

MARK OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WINNER 

RON SICARD 
Sales Pmfess,onaJ 

DILl,ON CHEVROl,E'f INC. 
54 MAIN ST 
PO BOX 729 
GREENFIELD, MA ot301 

Phone (41:1) 77:\-3678 
. Fax (413) 774-5746 

DILLON@CROCKER.COM 
Toll Free l-800-698-J6 78 

Hunting and Archery 
Garry & Cindy Pelletier (Owners) 

nus Mohawk Trail Boxed Lunch Available 
Route 2 W,st @ Mohawk Diher (hext dQor) 
Shelburne, Mass 01370 Sun~Sat 6 a.m. to 1 pm. 

Winte1· Hours: Mon-Fri 7-6, Sat-Sun 7-2 
4·13-625-:3090 • baitandtackle@rtc2.comcastbiz.net 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 
Compromise in Works for Gas Station Zoning 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
ERVING- Ralph Semb, who co­
owns the French King 
Entertainment Center, met wrth 
the selectboard on Monday to 
advance his case for changes to 
the town's zoning laws. Semb 
and his son Eric hope to build a 
gas station and convenience store, 
with a drive-through fast food 
window, on the lot where the for­
mer Countree Living restaurant 
was recently tom down. 

"This just drags on and on,'" 
said Semb. ·'It is costing me tons 
of money. It's just drained us. I 

don·t know how we're going to 
do it." 

The Sembs collected 176 sig­
natures on a petition calling for a 
zoning change to allow a gas sta­
tion to be built in the protection 
zone of the town's water supply, 
and I 08 signatures to allow a 
drive-through business to be built 
in a new zone of the Central 
Village district, which prohibited 
drive-through lanes for business­
es when town meeting approved 
11ew zoning bylaws four years 
ago. But town attorney Donna 
MacNicol warned the selectboard 
the Attorney General would toss 
the petitioned articles out if the 
town meeting approved them, 
because they were illegally word­
ed, without proper maps, bound­
aries or use requirements for the 
proposed new West Central and 
East Central business districts. 

On Monday, the selectboard 
and the planning board met and 
agreed to ask town meeting lo 
take a vote on whether the town 
should work together with inter­
ested dtizens to change the zon­
ing bylaws to reflect the changes 
the Semb petitions req11ested. The 
selectboard said that vote "vould 
require a two-thirds majority to 
pass. 

lf town meeting approves, 
planning board chair Jeff Dubay 
said a public hearing on the 
planned changes could be held in 
June, in time for a final town 
meeting vote on zoning changes 
by September. 

Assistant assessor Jacquie 
Boyden suggested the phrasing of 
that article should say "interested 

citizens," rather than "the 
Sembs,'' so as not to provoke a 
ruling from the Attorney General 
that the town was attempting to 
push through "spot zoning" to 
benefit a particular enterprise. 

Selectboard member Linda 
Downs-Bembury told Semb on 
Monday, "It's not like we 
changed the zoning so you could­
n't do the project. When you 
started planning the pr~ject, the 
zoning was out there." 

Semb said he paid $36,000 to 
$38,000 in property taxes, and 
would have trouble making those 
payments without revenue from 
that propetiy. 

"I don't really care about the 
gas station," he said. "lt would 
save people going a long way to 
get a gallon of gas." He referred 
to the new generation of double­
sided storage tanks, and said, "I 
live on the san1e aquifer everyone 
else does. There should11't be any 
problem at all." He said he lost 
$100,000 when they shut down 
Jillian's on the 2, the most recent 
restaurant at the location that used 
to house Countree Living and 
Weatherheads. He said long ago, 
there was a Richfields gas station 
at that spot. 

"I want to pay my taxes, but 
obviously we're limited now. We 
have to have the income. We're 
only trying to create good things 
for the town. 1 think we've kept 
things pretty good over there all 
these years." 

Earlier in the evening, the 
town held a public hearing on the 
proposal to build a new senior 
center on town-owned land a few 
hundred yards no11h of the ele­
mentary school. John Caitlin, the 
Quincy architect working with a 
$165,000 comm1mity develop­
ment block grant to pay for 
design-ready plans for the proj­
ect, handled the presentation, 
before a small crowd of senior 
citizens and town officials. 

The new one-story senior cen­
ter would comprise 7,000 square 
feet in area, with a south-facing 
terrace on the side oftbe building 
facing Route 63, and parking to 
the rear. The floor plan allows 
room for a 1750 square foot 

Suzee savs: Nev. Wash ill 
Wash big stunt 

Get it all done at oncel 
Up to 37 loads at a time! 

lwhoa.J ~ 
1Uw~ys Hot Dryers! ~ 

Suzee1s Gear torsale at; www.suzeesthirdstlaundr .com 
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LIFE STUDIES from pg 1 
Photography, he talked about 
finding •·a dead-pan humor 
underlying certain moments·' as 
he showed his image of a Paris 
bookseller wbo uses bis head to 
prop up the lid of his bookcase. 

ln another picture, of a news­
stand, racy girly magazines are 
arrayed next to the stolid middle­
aged gingham-clad squarish 
bosom of the proprietor. It's a 
visual joke, but it's more than 
that. lt makes us tl1ink about the 
passage of time, the uneasy 
coexistence of youth and age and 
of things in conflict, the way 
something profound can be 
formed in a moment and lost just 
as quickly. 

A second series of photo­
graphs at the gallery is of 
Albanians (residents of the coun­
try that borders Greece, not of 
the capital of New York), show­
ing their lives in the post-com­
munist era, which seem more 
medieval than modem. 

Sherer was awarded a 
Fulbright Fellowship to docu­
ment daily life in Albania. With 
his wife Marjorie Senechal, he 
authored a book, long Life ro 
Your Children! A Portrait of 
High Albania. 

Almost everything in these 
images is rudimentary: a woman 
bakes bread at home at her 
heartl1. A man plays a handmade 
one-stringed lute. Another man 
sits on the ground, sharpening a 
scythe by hammering the blade. 
A woman hoes with a handmade 
implement. A man stands with 
his horse, loading the handmade 
wooden saddle with an axe with 
a roughly carved handle; they 
stand in front of a handbuiJt hut; 
the title of this photo is: "Zef 
Grishaj preparing for the day's 
work, 5:30 a.m." He is going to 
be chopping firewood until 9 at 
night, Sherer tells the audience of 
digitally equipped students. ln 
another photo, a woman sits at a 
treadle sewing machine, but 
she's sitting on a carton, not on a 
chair. ID fact, as Sherer relates, 
she's sitting on the canon the 
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Paris Ne1vssta11d l?J Stan Sherer 

sewing machine came in, and she one umbrella: a photographer 
supports her large family by sees and seizes things like this in 
sewing. a flash. 

He spoke about the role of Sherer: ''What I enjoy the 
women in the country: "haulers," most is moving through the 
showing a woman and a donkey world, and making my observa­
both equally burdened by bales lions, not searching for anything 
of straw. And of men, "carriers of in pruticular other than moments 
oral and musical traditions," and that call out to me." It takes care-
"street currency traders." 

"Men think they run the show, 
but women really keep the cul­
ture alive.'' Laundry, he said, 
reveals the anthropology of a 
household. A stark photograph 
titled "Widow'' shows a diminu­
tive woman clad entirely in black 
hanging massive amounts of 
wbite linens, which curtain her 
from view, reducing her to her 
role as laundress and widow. 
Sherer's images excavate and 
elucidate the culture, from group 
potty-training of toddlers to 
graveside rituals. 

"In a poor country, it is neces­
sary to share resources," he 
notes. He shows a photograph of 
two bicycles being ridden down 
a rainy street. We initially sec 
beautiful textures of wet pebbled 
asphalt, scored sidewalk grids, 
and flaking paint. Sherer points 
out that the two cyclists carry 
only one LLmbrella to protect 
them from the rain. Two cyclists, 

ful watching to know when to 
pounce, to know what you've 
been waiting for. 

The last series of work Sherer 
shows are large color prints titled 
"Lantern Slides''. A depatiure 
from the fo1ihright documentary 
photographs, they merge 1930s 
scientific illustrations with 
images of donnant plants - dor­
mant like the medium of lantern 
slides - yielding lush painterly 
abstractions. They are rich and 
surprising, combining, as the 
more straightforward photo­
graphs do, many elements: 
geometty, nature, one individual 
(the illustrations are the work of 
Britisl1 mathematician Dorothy 
Wrincb, who lived from 1894 to 
1976), and history. 

See this exhibit! But if you 
can't, you will enjoy looking at 
Sherer's photographs at his web­
site, W\.vw.stansherer.com. 

multi-purpose room, that could be paititioned off to 
form a smaller classroom ru1d dining area, adjacent 
to the kitchen. There is room for a 455 square foot 
arts and crafts classroom on the north side of the 
building (mtists love northern light), a 600 square 
foot games and exercise room, and a 390 square foot 
lounge, that is designed to be "like your own living 
room at home." 

nance, with concrete siding, a 40-year roof, metal­
clad windows and polystyrene trim. TI1e center of 
the roof will feature solar tubes to focus sun I ight on 
the central hallway, eliminating the need for interior 
lights in the center of the building. Geo-them,al 
heating and cooling will cul down on utility bills, 
and eliminate entirely the need for additional air 
conditioning. 

Caitlin said with baby boomers now reaching the 
age where senior centers are becoming a major asset 
to community lifo, the goal of the new project is to 
get seniors out of their homes and interacting in a 
space designed to stimulate their creativity, allow 
for health clinics and exercise, and encourage their 
social interaction. 

The building is designed to be ve1y low mainte-

It will cost $150,000 lo connect the new building 
up to town water lines near the school, and $70,000 
to install a pump station and forced sewer main. 
Even with these costs and features, Caitlin said he 
bad recently shaved $300,000 off the project's price 
tag, to reduce the cost to $2.59 million. The town is 
hoping to receive $600,000 in additional COBO 
funding to defray some of that cost. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

NAWCC "lo 010131:> 

w 

ANTIQUE 
CLOCKS 
Boughr ,ind Sota 

BOB PACY 

(7811 438-8489 
r,oe1 633-2552 @ sycliotlieriwy 

Ronald Sigmund Meck MA, CAGS, LMB.C 
30 years i11 practice 

• Traditional Talk Therapy 
• Expressive Arts • Body Psychology 

• Adults, Teens, Children, Couples & Families 

bigsigmund@aol.com 
413-367-9763 413-695-9743 

M'.Arrle's PLAce OF ERVING 
Grinders, Pizzas & A Whole Lot More 
Full menu available - Dine In, Take Out, Free Delivery 

a_ French King Entertainment Center 

~ 55 French King Highway If 
(413) 423-3032 Soft Serve Ice Cream ~-7 
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Jewish Culture in New England 
MICHAEL HOBERMAN DELIVERS SENIOR SYMPOSIUM, 

MARCH 30TH, AT GCC 
College, delivered a Senior 
Symposia lecture at Greenfield 
Community College on a Jewish 
journey of a different sort, though 
perhaps no less strange originally 
than the sojourn in Egypt. He 
spoke of Jewish culture in New 
England, how it has shaped New 
England culture, and how New 
England has shaped the Jews liv­
ing here from the time of the 
Puritans to the present day. 

Michael r-lobem1an talks with Mat:Jorie and Robert Reid ef 
With an audience of 40, most­

ly senior citizens. Hobennan 
began his lecture by saying, "It is 
easy to document a steady Jewish 
presence in New England from 
the 17th Century onward, but you 
could do that anywhere in the 
world." 

Gree,ifield at the Senior Symposi1m1 at G.C.C. 

BY DAVlD DETMOLD tion, and the journey from slav­
GREENFLELD - Jews arow1d ery to freedom. Last week, i11 
the world celebrate Passover this Greenfield, M icbael Hobennao, a 
week, meditating on the meaning professor in the English 
of exile, oppression and redemp- Deprutment at Fitchburg State Here, the Puritans of the 

~AW ~7 r17~~~ 
,d total of three exhibits goats. The young look up; the Kae Grant (shadow-plays based 
opened in Tumers Falls on 
Saturday. 

At the Hallmark Museum 
Gallery 52 are photographs by 
Blake Fitch, 37, titled 
"Expectations of Adolescence.'· 
The photos follow Fitch's half­
sister and cousin over ten years 
as they mature from girls into 
women, mostly at the family 
summer home in the Thousand 
Islands on the St. Lawrence 
River. The cousins swim and 
sunbathe, posing somewhat 
grudgingly in serene surround­
ings, barely interacting with 
each other or their environment, 
seeming to be waiting for 
something to happen, revealing 
little. When the girls are pic­
tured indoors, vvild 60s wallpa­
per and matching patterned cur­
tains contrast with their self­
contained wariness. 

In one poignant image, the 
photographer's sister is shown 
at the Museum of Natural 
History in New York City, look­
ing at a diorama of goats. The 
kid (the young goat) looks 
upward with just the same 
expression as the girl, both 
regarding the horned, adult 

old look out, and down. In on her dreams) John Paul 
another revealing image, the Caponigro (colorful rippling 
girls pose in front of a mantle water), Lynn Goldsmith, Stella 
on which wedding photos are Johnson, and Ron Rosenstock. 
displayed. TI1ey are next in line, If you missed the fetes associat­
we can only think, one profiled, ed with the openings of any of 
one frontal, like the formal pho- these photographers' work dur­
tos behind them. ing the last few years, or the 

At Gallery 56, museum shows, now is a good time to 
curator Paul Turnbull has see all of their work in one 
selected works from the muse- place at one time. 
um 's permanent collection. The three exhibits are on 
Photographers include: Susan view through June 28th. 

''Kate at Histo,]' Nfoseum" 1!)1 1997 Blake Fitch 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
escaping from religious prosecu­
tion in England, set up a rigid, 
patriarchal theocracy, intolerant 
of religious dissent. Yet the min­
isters and magistrates who ban­
ished Roger Williams and Anne 
Hutchinson, hanged Mary 
Dwyer, and burned the Salem 
'witches' tolerated - and tried to 
convert - the few Jews known to 
have set up shop in Boston har­
bor. 

Hobennan specuJated the 
early Puritans felt more threat­
ened by Protestant schismatics 
than by Jews, with whom they 
tell "some strange connection 
between Puritan Hebraism and 
Judaism." Besides, as in many 
parts of lhe world, the itinerant 
Jews were probably valued in 
Puritan New England for their 
global commercial cormections, 
l-lobe1man said. 

"The Puritans favored the 
Hebrew Bible; they named their 
children Old Testament names, 
called themselves the New 
Canaanites," and in later days 
flocked to hear Jewish peddlars 
passing through small Colonial 
New England towns just to hear 
them read the Siddur, "to hear the 
language as it was read by a 
native speaker." 

Hoberman compared the 
strains of Calvinist theology pre­
dominant among the Puritans, 
who believed ooly God's elect 
could enter the kingdom of heav­
en. Some among the Puritans 
believed the roster of the elect 
had been preordained, and noth­
ing they could do in their tempo­
ral lives could affect whether they 
made the I ist or not. Others, like 
the Puritan Bay Colony's early 
governor, John Winthrop, 
espoused a more communitarian 
ideal that held a man, and by 
extension a community, could 
affect God's judgment by living 
1ighteously. 

This strain of Puritan thought 
gave rise to the 'Protestant work 
ethic,' which Hobennan, tongue 
in cheek, equated to "the Jewish 
achievement drive." 

Sephardic Jews, fleeing tbe 
harsh convert-or-die tactics of the 
Spanish Inquisition, and the 
edicts expelling them from Spain 
in 1492 and Portugal five years 
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later, traveled the world seeking 
safe harbor in places ]jke Italy, 
the South of France, the 
Netherlands, Barbados, and 
eventually Boston and 
Providence, where they pursued 
commercial trades, which in 
many places were the 0t1ly trades 
legally available to them. 

In Boston, the traders Samuel 
and Joseph Frazen, Jewish mer­
chants who probably came to the 
Bay Colony from Dutch Brazil, 
set up a warehouse in the harbor 
between 1695 and 1705, during 
which time Cotton Mather, the 
famous Puritan minister and 
pamphleteer, paid them a visit. 

Hoberman said Mather 
recorded in his diary that he woke 
up one morning with ''an intense 
desire to convert at least one 
Jew." But it seems Mather did not 
realize his aim, at least where the 
Frazens were concerned, accord~ 
ing to Samuel Sewell, a contem­
porary of Mather's. 

To these early New England 
ministers, the Jews were "looked 
up to as the people of the Book, 
the founders of monotheism, but 
because they rejected Christ, they 
were scorned." 

In return, Puritan New 
England offered little in the way 
of access for Jews, who were 
excluded from civic affairs by 
reason of their religion, yet 
assured no place in the Calvinist 
heaven shouJd they consider con­
veiting. 

Hobe1man led the symposium 
on a rapid clip through the estab­
lishment of the first congregation 
of Jews in New England, in 
Newport, which was the second 
city of New England until the 
Revolutionary War. During the 
war years, some Jews returned to 
England, and others threw in 
their lot with the colonists, but 
gradually the predominance of 
the Sephardic Jews gave way to 
fresh waves of immigrants, 
inducting Ashkenazi Jews from 
Germany and Eastern Europe, 
who founded the first congrega­
tion of Jews in Boston in the 
1840s. 

While the numbers of Jews i.n 
pre-Colonial North America 
probably numbered around 2500, 
according to Hoberman, those 

see CULTURE page 11 
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Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.44,62 
Terry Sicard 
Sales Associate 

GREENFIELD 
CENTER 
SCHOOL 

Knowing Children since 1981 

• K-Sth Grades 

• Social Justice Focus 

• 2 Teachers per classroom 

• Individualized approach 

• Project-based 

56 4th Street• Turners Falls, 
MASS. 01376 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 863-2191 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

www.sokoloskyrealty.co1n 

• Clay/Stone Sculpture 
• Pottery 

• Fine Art Drawings and 
Paintings 

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 
email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com 

BY CHANCE OR 

APPOINTMENT. 

65 CANAL STREET • TURNERS FALLS, M.A O 137 6 

2 3 3 Main Street 
Greenfield, MA 
413.774.2844 

Hou.rs: Mon. - ·wed., l lam - 8pm 
Thurs. - Sat., 11am - 9pm 
Sunday, Noon - 8pm 



10 

LADD from pg 5 

troversy. Ladd said he likes to 
listen, talk to people about their 
concerns, educate them with 
facts, and tty to form consensqs. 
This applies to budget issues, 
controversial educational deci­
sions, or whatever the issue 
might be. He s.iid he believes 
that by listening and finding 
compromise he can bring people 
together on difficult issues. 

The committee asked his 
views on special edt1cation. Tbjs 
is both a budget issue and an edu­
cational one, as the costs to dis­
tricts are unpredictable and can 
undo any well-planned budget. 

Ladd was very clear on hjs 
criticism of the way the federal 
government has let down the 
schools. "l r t11e federal govem­
ment supported special educa­
tion to the extent that they com­
mitted, our budgets would look 
a lot di f:ferent." 

Having said that, he went on 
lo say that, in his opinion, "We 
shouldn't need special educa­
tion, because every child should 
get exactly what they need in 
order to be successful, regard­
less of whether they are on an 
individualized education p.lan or 
not. lt's really c1itical that there 
not be a divide between special 
education aod regular educa­
tion. That's my philosophy. 
There's got to be a way to create 
an environment in the classroom 
where special educarion stu­
dents are treated no differently 
than regular education students. 
They are treated as just one of 
the students and are given what­
ever resottrces are necessary to 
be successfoJ." 

He also supported partner-

West Brauch 
Organic Farm 

Owned by Molltaguc 1alive 
Alan Emond 

Offe1"ing a W.£W CSA 
Everything from 
Green Beans to 

Corn to Blueberries 
Delivery To T,arncrs 

Fa.lb Once A Week 
An Organic & 

Reasonable 
413-624-5115 or 

alann.emond@verizon.net 

ships wi.th other districts and 
higher education for students 
who need more to challenge 
theill. He complimented the dis­
trict on the Early Transitions 
Program, which has students 
taking classes at Greenfield 
Community College while still 
in high school. He suggested 
they might also consider part­
nering with other districts in the 
area through online courses and 
video conferencing. This could 
n1ake up for the reality that 
small schooJ districts cannot 
always afford advanced place­
ment teachers. 

In terms of the budget 
process, he said what is needed 
is a good-faith effort on both 
sides, an open process, a11d good 
commtmication between the 
parties. 

Each finalist got an hour­
long interview. After Carl Ladd 
completed his interview, Lynn 
Saransin met with the commit­
tee. In her opening remarks she 
spoke about her core values: 
academic excellence lot all chil­
dren, respectfi.11, caring relation­
ships with everyone, not just 
schools but the wjder communi­
ty. She said, "I'm a teacher first, 
never stopped teaching." She 
added that she was well con­
nected with state officials. 

When asked about the part 
music and art plays in school, 
Saransi.n said she thinks it is 
important to emphasize all of 
the extra currjcular activities 
that will "hook" a child who 
might be underperforming so 
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they' 11 stay in school. 
On the question of special 

education, she said, "Special 
education budgets can make or 
break. a district." She suggested 
tiered intervention, thoughtful 
monitoring and planning, track­
ing students who mjght need 
special ed services so as lo be 
ready to provide tbcm without a 
shock to the budget process. 

On regionalization. and col­
laboration, she said it should not 
be forced, that it needs lo be 
done carelhlly. She wa-s suppon­
i ve of collaboration around 
services, but said forcing 
regionalization would hurt 
morale and affect children. 

On technology in tlte schools, 
Sa.ransin said that thoughtful 
planning within the budget 
could support a replacement 
plan to keep technology current. 
She said this goes back to dis­
cussions of priorities, and would 
have to be part of the discus­
sions with the towns. 

Like Ladd, she also had high 
praise for the district, saying, 
''Gill-Montague truly needs to 
be celebrated." 

During the discussion among 
school committee members 
after the interviews were over. 
members expressed various 
views but gradually came to a 
consensus. Linda Kuklcwkz 
said she though it was good that 
Saransin had establi.sbed con­
nections with state officials. She 
expressed concern that Ladd, 
being from a very rural area, 
might have trouble adjusting to 

HIGHLIGHTS. HOM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Unlicensed Operations 

Thursday, 4/2 
5:31 p.m. Animal com­
plaint on Center Road. 
5:35 p.m. Assisted dis­
abled motor vehicle at 
<3ill lights. 

Friday, -i/3 
12:15 p.m. 

- Charged with 
operating a motor vehi­
cle with license sus­
pended, subseqµent 
offense, and three war­
rants. 

5:05 p.m. Criminal 
complaint sought 
against-

turbance on Center 
Road. 
11:55 p.m. Assisted 
Northfield police depart­

Charged ment with an arrest. 
with unlicensed opera- Saturday 414 
tion of motor vehicle. 10:20 p.~. Report of 

~ disturbance oh North 
---- Cross Road, order 

..... Charged 
wit.h operating with a 
revoked license, subse­
quent offense, and 
uninsured motor vehi­
cle. 
7:01 p.m. Family dis-

restored . 

Sunday, 475 
1 :45 p.m. Report of dis­
turbance and unwanted 
subject on North Cross 
Road, removed same. 

our community. Sandra Brown 
said she felt Ladd might be 
more versatile, and she liked his 
sense of humor. She also liked 
the way he spoke of the value of 
teachers. Tetri Lapachinski said, 
''We had two highly qualified 
candidates, with two different 
styles.'' Joyce Phillips said Ladd 
seemed down-to-earth, and she 
liked his answer on special edu­
cation - treat all cluldren the 
same. She sajd1 ''We need some­
one who has that openness." 

School committee chair 
Mary Kociela said, "We're real­
ly very lucky to have had such 
highly qualified people applying 
for this job." 

The committee had consid­
ered taking a strawpoll li.rsl, bt1t 
after the discussion they took a 
voice vote and Ladd was U1e 
unanimous pick. 

Afler the vote, the next step 
was lo call Ladd a11d let him 
know they wanted to offer him 
the position. He then asked if he 
could come back and ask a few 
more questions, because he had 
another interview on 
Wednesday in a school distTict 
in Vennont. 

Ladd said he was looking for 
assurances that he would get 
support from the school com­
mittee. His concern seemed to 
be that they might be inclined to 
micro-manage the running of 
the schools. Several members of 
the school committee spoke to 
this issue and assured him they 
have. more U1an enough to do 
witl1 their own work and had no 
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uses, town meeting would have 
to approve a zo11ing change, 
probably to neighborhood busi­
ness zoning, for the properly. He 
estimated parking for 30 or 40 
cars could be created at the loca­
tion of the fonner school. 

•·we are under no musion that 
people are going to stand in line 
to buy this building in the cur­
rent economy. We are going to 
have to be patient. We will have 
to spend some money. But when 
we sell it, it needs to fit into the 
community." 

He added, "IL is possible that 
somewhere down the road we 
may have to accept art amount 

April 9, 2009 

interest in trying lo do his. 
Ladd suggested having a 

retreat after the elections where 
they could discuss goals for the 
schools and get to know each 
other. Kociela said they'd held a 
retreat ,~1heo inte1itn superinten­
dent Kenneth Rocke came to the 
district. Ladd presented bis view 
that the school committee sets 
the vision for the district - what 
they envision student achieve­
ment should look. I ike - and that 
it's incwnbent on the superin­
tendent to enact that vision. 
Kociela agreed, saying, "It's a 
leadership team. It's important 
we have common goals." 

With that, Ladd left and U1e 
meeting was adjourned. The 
committee will try to set up a 
meeting between Ladd and 
Commissioner Ches1er this 
week. 

Undergrowth F arn 

Moveme1°t:s or 

Self 9e::e-.:n11111a; tan ilrn 
serws prtSent.s 

In Whose Honor? 
rakJnq a mN311001. at: the 

lo1113-nJm111g p1·.acc,ct. of 

"hononr11.f Amenr,.ar Jr1t11arl5 by 

t;SIP{j • '1"'.11'1 95 h1.3SC00 ana 
111:;~r:a111e'3> for ~por rh r.c:,,i>YJ'). 

Tuesday Aprll 28th. 7pm. 
A1. The 6m:~ Holise 

24 3rd 51eec, ·rurnc~ Falh:,. 

Free admsson. 

Refreshments provided. 

for the building that is not bene­
ficial for the town." 

In addition 10 lhe $20,000 in 
program income funds, and the 
$97.500 for the new roof the 
town provided for the building 
in '07, Montague has also allo­
cated $50,000 at town meeting 
last year to heat, secure and 
maintain the building, about 
$30,000 or which has been 
expended. 

Town manager Frank 
Abbondanzio told the select­
board recently that he would 
seek lo place an added wammt 
for $30,000 before town meet­
ing this year, to pay for main­
taining the Montague Center 
School for another winter. 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
0iiftiliitliffidUGlnt f!Jt>. Since 1895 

POLISH, ITALIAN f:l AMERICAN FARE 

Open 10:30AM-3:00PM Doily- Closed Sundays 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 

863-9991 

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A 

~.H.Rist 
Turners Falls, MA 

01376 

email: tracey@ahrist.com 
web: www.ahrist.com 

Tracey Kuklewicz 
Vice President 

863-4373 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town locution 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, flea Marketers. Tradcshow Vttndors 
and A11ists encouraged to inquire 
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Honoring Community with Cake and Ceremony 

Carol Hetrick presents cert/ficates of appreciation to peer mediators 
jiw11 the Sheffield School at the GMCSP din12e1· la.rt n1onth. 

BY MARTHA WH1TMORE Community School Partne(ship. 
TURNERS FALLS - By ten Representatives from many 
minutes past six on March 25th, local organizations, including 
the St. Kazimerz dining hall was the Brick House, the Mediation 
buzzing with the friendly con- and Training Collaborative, and 
versation of community mem- Montague Catholic Social 
bers who had come out in sup- Ministries, had set up colorful 
port of the Gill-Montague displays that lined the back wall. 

BY DON CLEGG 
GREAT FALLS - April has 
shaped up as a busy month at the 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
and rl1ey aren't even on summer 
hours yet! Those don't start until 
mid-May. 

For now, the Discovery Center 
is mainly open on Saturday and 
Sundays, but this Friday evening, 
April I 0th, the Great Falls 
Coffeehollse presents the 171ird 
Annual "A Cappella Showcase," 
featuring performances by 0-
town A Cappelfa. from Mahar 
High School, Junction 135, a 
Gentlemen's Barbershop Quartet 
and the Gospel and Shape Note 
singers. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., 
with perfonnances starting al 7. 
Homemade refreshments will be 
avai.lable, and the Center's gifi 
shop and displays are open for 
viewing at intermission. 

Saturday. April 11th, features 
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numbers swelled to 200,000 by 
the Civil War, and eventually 
reached almost 5% of the total 
popuJation of America, before 
receding to 2.5% today. 

1J1 our part of New England, 
Ashkenazi Jews arrived as 
peddlars, horse and cattle 
traders, pursuing the ttadcs of 
their forefathers from Poland, 
Germany and the Rt1ssia11 
steppes. 

The diaspora that brought 
Jews to America did not stop at 
Ellis Island. Hobennan said in 
the 60 interviews he conducted 
for his book How Sh-ange it 
Seems: The C11lt11ral L[fe of 
Jews in Small-Town New 
England, he talked with people 
like Milt Edelman, whose fami-

an exhibit tour with an unusual 
twist. The Lheme for Apri I at the 
Discovery Center is pollinators. 
so participants in this fon family 
event will try to find evidence of 
pollinators in the Center's life­
size dioramas. Weather pe1111it­
ting, the exploration for pollina­
tors will continue out of doors. 

On Saturday, April 18th, the 
pollinators theme continues with 
a host of fun family activrlies, 
including nature walks and sto­
ries about insects. This ofiering at 
the Discovery Center will be the 
last presented by naturalist Sue 
Cloutier, of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife. Cloutier is retiring at the 
end of the month, after four years 
with the Discovery Center. Her 
presence and her decades of field 
experience will be missed. 

The Senior Health Fair put on 
by the student nurses of 
Greenfield Community College 

ly settled in Mars Hill, ME, a 
stone's throw from Canada. His 
father, Hyrnm, reached that tiny 
hamlet after complaining about 
the densely packed conditions 
in the lower East Side of New 
York. "He hated it," said 
Hobem1an. "He wanted to get 
far away to some place more 
familiar," more like northern 
Russia. 

He was advised to go to 

Grand Central Station, get a 
ticket for Maine, and get off at 
the last stop, and that's what he 
did. The Edelmans became 
potato farmers, and opened a 
store. 

The Shapiros of North 
Adams and the August family 
of Northampton established 
themselves in those. Western 
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Brothers Luke and Simon Eaton 
provided background music for 
the milli11g crowd in their first 
perfom1ance as a guitar and 
mandolin duo. 

The Gill-Montague 
Community Partnership was 
formed in 2002, in response to 
concerns over incidents of vio­
lence at the Turners falls High 
School and Great Falls Middle 
School. Last week, at the 
Community Awards Dinner, 
community members were 
invited to join in celebration and 
recognition of youtJ1 involved 
with the partnership, as well as a 
tev,, of the adults who have 
helped them along the way. 

After a lasagna dinner, a 
block of time was allotted for 
"Dessert and Discussion," dur­
ing which a facilitator sat at 
each table and ,vrote down peo­
plc 's replies to a list of questions 

will be· held in the Great Hall 
from 9:00 a.m. until noon on 
Thursday, April 23rd. Stop by 
and get your free blood pressure, 
cholesterol, and sugar level 
check-ups and eye exams. 
Healthy refreshments will be 
served, and door prizes awarded. 

On the evening of April 23rd, 
from 7 to 9:00 p.m., also in the 
Great Hall, join Tom Sullivan for 
the first in his series on planting 
your yard and maintaining your 
gardens. Tom is an expert in land­
scape design. Part tv,o in the 
series will be l1eld on May 14th. 

All Out Adventures is coming 
to the Great Falls Discovery 
Center on Friday, April 24th, 
from 11 :00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m .. 
offoring a day of Let1erboxing. 
Whether you are an expert in this 
fun, fast-growing hobby, or wish 
to try it for the first time, give All 
Out Adventures a call to pre-reg-

Mass locales first as cattle and 
horse traders, then as car deal­
ers. In Eastern Europe, where 
their ancestors were prevented 
from owning land or pursuing 
many livelihoods, cattle and 
horse dealing were some of the 
few professions available to 
Jews. 

"So many Jewish merchants 
got their start going door to door 
as peddlars," said Hobemian. 
"Abraham and Strauss started 
out as park ped-dlars." 

Samuel Borofaky came from 
Rc1ssia in 1911, and helped his 
father peddle ice and fuel in 
New York City, before moving 
north to open an anny and navy 
surplus goods store in 
Brattleboro, now regionally 
famous as Sam's Outdoor 

concerning in-school and after­
school activity for the youth of 
the Gill-Montague district. 
Despite the distractingly deli­
cious chocolate cake, the group 
was able to generate a long list 
of fUlswers to such questions as: 
"What atler-school progtams 
are in existence now that you 
appreciate? What programs are 
missing? What frustrates your 
child or other children about 
school? What excites them?" 

Next came a one-of-a-kind 
mu~ical interlude headed up by 
Danny Cruz and Jeremy 
TetreaLllt with an original song 
called "Snow Leopard" they had 
written for a Life Sciences class 
project about endangered 
species. The Eaton brothers took 
the stage once more, joined by 
Justin Smith on banjo and 
vocals on their rendition of "St. 
James lniinnary Blues." 

ister at 413-527-8980 or register 
online at info@alloutadven­
tures.org. Thts will be a handi­
capped accessible event. 

April wraps up at the 
Discovery Center with the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation's Park Service Day. 
DRC parks all across the state on 
April 25th, from ll :00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.111. are encouraging you to 
roll up your sleeves and get 
involved with some good old­
fashion grounds and yard work at 
your local park. To get on the vol­
unteer "Grounds Crew," give 
Diane Clark from DCR a call at 
413-863-322 I. 

As always, if you have any 
questions or need further infor­
mation, contact the Great Falls 
Discovery Center, at 2 Avenue A 
in downtown Turners ~alls, at 
413-863-3221 or 
www.GreatfallsMa.org. 

Outfitters. 
''That story is repeated in 

many small towns in New 
England,'' said Haberman. 
''Most of those places are gone," 
as Jews moved from retail into 
the professions and the arts, 
where their influence is still felt, 
even as rt was in Puritan New 
England. 

Hobemrnn is at work on his 
next book, New Israel/New 
England: .Jews and Puritans in 
Early America, to be published 
by UM ass 'Press in 20 l 1 . He is 
also the author of Yankee 
Moderns: Folk Regional 
Identity in the Sawmill Valley of 
Western Massachusetts. 1890 -
1920. He lives, with his 
family, in Buckland. 

II 

Finally, the climax of the 
evening a1Tived with the award­
ing of certificates to each 
school's peer mediation pro­
gram, a Youth Recognition 
Award to TFHS senior Lindsey 
Wilson, and a community award 
to Morgan McConnell, a local 
youth involved in community 
work. Suzy Polucci then took 
the microphone lo present 
Cheryl Fox, co-director of the 
Mediation and Training 
Collaborative, with tbe Cheryl 
Fox Youth and Community 
Award. The honor welit to Fox 
in celebration of her love, dedi­
cation, and service to support 
youth in the Gill-Montague 
community. Following that, 
Community Coalition for Teens 
co-coordinator Rachel Stoler 
was presented an award, thank­

ing her for her dedication -~ 
to tbe community. • 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing -Patios • Walks -

Walls Installed· Tree Work 
Loam • Compost -Mulch 

DEMERS 
UNDSCAPING 
413-863-3652 

Cartoonists and 
Illustrators Wanted 

If you would like to apply 
your graphic skills to some edi­
tori.al cartooning for your local 
community newspaper, please 
send a sample of your work to 
the Montague Reporter at 58 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, MA Ol376, 
or to: reporter@montaguemanet. 
We are happy to receive otiginal 
cartoons, or to suggest a topic 
for illustrators to draw. For more 
infonnation, call 413-863-8666. 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thenno Pride 
• \iVeil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

, PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SALON 107 
$10 haircuts for highscltool & college students 

15 tanning se.lSions for $30 
$9.50 for 1 month unlimited gym pass 

$ 7 haircuts for seniors, veterans, 
and disabled clients 

Hours: Mon & Fri 10 - 6, 
Wed & Thu 12 - 8, Sat 9 - 1 

J ,,~ WelJs Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

Debra Mathey - Owner 
772-0284 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
ff StorrnDamage Prevention & 

Restoration 
f Cabling & Bracing 
1! Shade Tree Maintenance 
&Tree Removal 

Matthew Edwards 
Certified Arborist 
f Owner 

f Climber 

f Insured 

Wendell • 978-544-7452 
www.mattedwardstree.com 

\T~~J•UIJ:11-Z. 
,...-\_). Suiu 1910 

Professional Painting & Decorating 
Contractor - Retailer 

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS 
PAINTS • STAINS • SUNDRIES • WALLPAPER • BRUSHES & ROLLERS 

COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS 
ARTIST SUPPLIES • CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 

99 tea.u u e,e riu-el 
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BY LESLfE BROWN 
GILL - Over a hundred rapt 
music fans filled the better part of 
the new Rhodes A.rt Center's 
Raymond Concert Hall on a 
recenl Sunday afternoon to hear 
works composed by students and 
faculty. 

It was fitting that on my way 
to the concert J was listening to 
that afternoon's broadcast of 
NPR's "From the Top", a weekly 
program tl1at highlights new, 
young performers. Fitting 
because this broadcast featured 
an incredibly talented ·twclve­
year-old pianist who came from 
China to study in New York. 
Also fitting because the inaugural 
concert in this fine new building 
fearured a taping of "From the 
Top" teaturing the Select 
Women's Ensemble from NMH. 

The Rhodes Art Center, while 
modern in its way, is built using 
the latest concepts in environ­
mental architecnire, yet still fits 
the older architecture of the his­
t01ic campus, with its compatible 
red brick fac;:ade and grey roof 
complete with tower. The 
Raymond Concert Hall, named 
for Al Raymond, music director 
at the school for many years, is an 
intimate space with concert hall 
acoustics. 

The concert's headliner - a 
piece by ninth-grade student 
Henry Lav,rence - would have 
been appropriate for another 
appearance on "From the Top". 
The piece, "1 leruts Like Waves," 

was pertbrmed by classmates on 
the viohn, cello, and viola with 
Marianne Lockwood, piano stud­
ies director, playing the piano. 

This mature mood piece \.Vas 
beautifully lyrical, and did indeed 
echo w.ith the movement of the 
waves. Lawrence described the 
work as one which started as a 
composition assignment in sev­

enth grade. "It is my first com­
plete serious composition ... The 
piece goes in many directions. I 
like ci1at. This is the way 1 work." 
We hope this is justthe beginning 
for the young composer. 

Sheila lieffernon, chair of the 
Perfonning Arts Department and 
choral and vocal director, was 
feanired in her musical composi­
tions to the text of poems by 
Blake, Tennyson and Shelley. 
The musical setting for Blake's 
"Little Lamb'' is a tribute to her 
mother, and an acknowledgement 
of grief and loss. The homophon­
ic piece was lovingly performed 
by the student Chamber 
Ensemble. 

The setting of Tennyson's 
"New Years Bells" features bells 
and chimes in a piece which 
Heffemon says connects with her 
love of bells and the music of the 
l1olidays. It was composed for the 
2000 Christmas Vespers, and is 
indeed a joyous work. 

Her last composition is set to 
Shelley's ''Ode to a Skylark". It 
features the flute, whose notes 
describe the joy and inspiration 
of listening to the sounds of the 

~" clear Cho1. 
4..0 /i,p ('~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 
SUNRISE 

(413)498-4318 
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Nass. Conlr.ictor Reg.r I 07 14 I 
Mass. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 
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birds. The 0ute was played by an 
extremely talented young sopho­
iTIOre student, Jordan Kreyling. 

Also foatured in this concert 
were l\.vo pieces by an alumnus of 
the school, Erik Lindgren of the 
class of 1972. Mr. Lindgren is the 
composer or over sjx_ dozen 
works, rhc foundt:r of a commer­
cial recording stUdio, m1d a 
founding member or the music 
ensemble Birdsongs of the 
Mesozoic. 

Lindgren's piece "Baroque-a­
go-go" was composed dU1ing his 
senior year at NMH and was 
played at the concert featuring 
the composer as pianist, accom­
panied by fine student perfonn­
a:nces on flute, cello and clarinet. 
This piece, originally conceived 
as a parody of Progressive Rock. 
is also a tip of the hat to Batoque 
composers. 

The same grnup also per­
fi.mned his very modern piece, 
"100 Years of Excellence", w1it­
ten for the centennial of the 
Marlboro, MA public libmry. 

The concert's focus was the 
premiere of Steven Bathory­
Peelet's chamber symphony, 
"Constellations". Bathory-Peeler 
is the Director or Orchestras aL 
NM}l and has writren a wide 
variety of piec,es perfo1med by 
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the Wiodham, Ve1mont orchestra, 
the Portland String Quartet, and 
the Hartt Contemporary "Players. 

described by the composer as 
inspired both by four personal 
ideas and by the "Constellations" 

This chamber symphony is 
see COMPOSERS pg 16 

HIGHUGHTS FIOM TIE ERVING POUeE lOG 11;10 a.m. Medical 

Old S. k J emergency on Prospect 
· 1n HO e Heights Lane. Assisted 

Tuesday, 3/31 
7:15 a,m, Report of a 
sewer teak on Route 2 
near North Streat. 
Assisted with traffic. 
8:10 a.m. Report of car 
vs. deer accident on 
Route 2 near ledges 
bypass. Vehicle gone 
upon arrival, deer 
removed by environmen­
tal police. 
Wednesday, 4/1 
2:09 p.m. Report of har­
rassing phone calls to an 
Old State Road address. 
Investigated. 

--on a default warrant. 
Thursday, 4/2 
10:30 a.m. Officer 
observed loose white pit 
bull ~og oo North Street. 
Owner advised of town 
bylaw. 
2:40 p.m. Report of a 
loose dog near a Forest 
Street residence. 

Ervig fire and Baystate 
Health ambulance. 
Sunday, 4/5 

Located same and 
advised owner of town 
bylaw. 

12:00 p.m. Report of a 
Citation loose dog on Forest 

Friday, 4/3 
2:45 p.m. 

- Street. Gone upon issued to 

- for operating a 
motor veh1cle with a 
revoked registration and 
without insurance. 
5:50 p.m. Assisted 
Montague police with a 
traffic stop on Franklin 
Street 
6:45 p.m. Assiste<l 
Mentague police with a 
domestic disturbance on 
K Street. 
11:57 p.m. Checked 
suspicious vehicle at 
Erv1ng Elementary 
School parking lot It was 
an employee. 
Saturday, 4/4 
11:00 a.m. Dog hit by 
car on Route 2 at North 
Street. Vehicle did not 
stop. Owner took dog to 
vet. 

arrival, 
6:24 p.m. 
issued to 

Citation -
for operating a motor 
vehicle after suspension 
of license. 
7:26 p.m. 
issued to 

for operating a motor 
vehicle after revocation 
of license1 without insur­
ance, and illegal attach­
ment of plates. 
Monday, 4/6 
10:25 p.rn. Report of a 
sink hole at East Main 
Street. Met With highway 
superintendant. Found 
to be old. Highway 
department to handle 
same. 

MCTV Channel 17 Afternoon/Evening Schedule 4/10 - 4/16 
visit www.montaguema.net for complete schedule 

Friday, April 10 6:00 p.m. Montague Grange Variety Project 
2:00 p.m, Why or Why 
Powe(? 

Not Nuclear Show 4:00 p.m. The Looming Crisis in Oil 

5:00 p.m. All About Bats 
s:20 p.m. Discovery Center: Northern 
Bats 
6:30 p.m. Exploring New Worlds in New 
England 

7:30 p.m. 2009 Discussion Deval Patrick Depletion 
9:00 p.m. Allagash 2007 6:00 p.m. RTR Extending Treatment to 
9:30 p.rn. Ao lnslde Look into Iran Everyone 
Monday, April 13 7:30 p,m. Safe and Green Campaign 
2:30 p.m. Exploring New Worlds in New 9:00 p.m. Seabrook 1977. 
England 10:30 p.rn.Seneka Falls 

7:00 p.m. GMRSD Budget 
3/31/09 

Meeting 3:00 p.m. Falls Table 4-14-08 11:00 p.rn. Senior Aerobics 
4:00 p.m. Fate of the Stallion 12:00 a.rn.Encore Body Art#16 

9:30 p.m. GMRSD 4/7/09 4:30 p.m. Franklin County Matters 12:30 a.m.Encore Body Art#15E 
Saturday, April 11 Cogeneration 12:57 a.m.Encore Body Art#13 
2:00 p.m. Discovery Center 
Prey. 

Birds of 5:30 p.m. Gentling The Bull#2 1 :28 a.m. Encore Body Art #10 

3:30 p.m. Dodging The Bow 
5:30 p.m, On The Ridge: Youth Turkey 
Hunt Day 2009 
6;00 p.m. On With The Show 
6:30 p.m. TWB Ergonomics 

6:00 p.m. Health Hill: Transfat Thursday, April 16 
6:30 p.m. Independent Voices 2:00 p.m. All About Bats 
7:00 p.m. Select Board Live 2:20 p.m. Discovery Center: Northern 
9:00 p.m. Honky Thurnbelina Bats 
10:00 p.m. lnto the Way of Peace 3:30 p.m. Carlos Anderson Gospel· Choir 
Tuesday.April 14 celebration 
2:00 p.m. Luke Massery Live Piano 5:00 p.m. Both Sides of the Bridge 7:30 p.m. UNpanel1 

9:30 p.m, Turners 
Leadership 

Falls vs New Recital 6:00 p.m. Child and Family: Children's 

11:30 p.m. Transport Taxes 
Sunday, April 12 
2:30 p.m. the epics at the vous 
3:30 p.m, Tapping Maple Ridge 
4:30 p.m. Naturalist Laurie Sanders 
5:30 p.m. Montague Update-Susan 
Shilliday 

3:30 p.m. Msirtha and Clarkson Edwards Ment.il Health 
4:30 p.m. MCTV Video Camp 2007 6:30 p,m. Over The Falls Local Fiber 
5:00 p,m. Mchael Nix Farms 
6:30 p.m. Mnd Control 7:00 p,m. Select Board 4/13/09 
7:00 p.m. GMRSD (Live} 9:00 p,m. Turners Falls vs New 
Wednesday, April 15 Leadership 
2:00 p.m. Peoples Harvest1 11:00 p.m. Common Man Concert - Tim 
3:30 p.m. Over The Falls: Tree Steward Van Egmond 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

GP,E.E.NFIELD Local 
H,~\lel\S CO~PERATl!E EXCHANGE 

@yOwJ"6Si!xo1.fil> Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

Montague Web Works.com 

build I~ I cn,a.te I 413..522.4808 

ou~ in cool 
---:::--= 

Cogito ergo periculosus sum. 

www.fourwindsschool.info 863-8055 

UPINNGIL 
~) ~ 
~ 4~1 Main Road ~~ 

:f Gill, MA 01354 :; 

- 413-863-2297 • 

Farm store open daily, 8 - 7. 
F1·esh milk, farmstead cheeses. eggs. and butter. 

Also selling Gill trash stickers und the Montague Reporter. 

Pic'k-our-own fruit aod farm stand vegetables seasonally. 

413-774-2345-l lO Main 51., Greenfield-www.bal<e1o1fices~pply.com 

''Sandwiches like mom used to make" •Khonne Solon 

• Pierce Brothers Coffee 
Locally Roosted in Groenfield 
Organic Fofr Trode Espresso,Cocoa &Tw 

• fresh Baked Goods 
• Diemond Farm Eggs 
• Adatns Donuts 
•Soup made from scratch 
• We Roost our own Meats 
• Daiiy Specials 
•Wifi 

I 

OU 

111 AvtllUC A T11r11trs Falls 1M 
R~iab~ Hours & friendly Service call in for fost picx upl 413-863-2800 

Mon - Fri 6:30 a.m. • 2 p.111. 
Sat. 9:30 - 3:30 
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CJCETTJ 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. J heard thut 
taking beta-blockers for high 
blood pressure is not a good 
idea. 1 take a beta-blocker, so 
should 1 ask my doc1or to take me 
off it? 

A recent study found that 
beta-blockers may increase the 
risk of having a heart attack or 

Willie Nelson 
BY FARRAH ALEXANDER 
AMHERST - ff you're looking 
for A-list celebrities and first 
class entertainment. look no fur­
ther than Amherst. This April 
thru May, the Mullins Center in 
Amherst is delivering four hard­
to-resist perfonnances that 
should prove an irresistible draw 
regardless of the down economy. 

fn April, iconic Grammy­
award winning musician Willy 
Nelson will take the stage at the 
Mullins Center. He's a singer­
songwriter, author, poet, politi­
cal activist, and one of the prin­
cipal organizers or Farm Aid. 
Wlllie Nelson will be perfo1111-
ing along with Ray Price and 
Billy Bob Thornton and the 
Boxmasters on Friday, April 
17th, at 8 p.m. 

Nelson's discography boasts 
an astounding 200 albums, mix­
ing genres and sounds. and, 
unlike other country musicians. 
hasn't shied away from unex­
pected collaborations. Nelson 
has recorded with everyone from 
Snoop Dogg to Phish and U2, 
and was recently featured on the 
soundtrack for Brokeback 
Mountain. 

Born and raised in Texas, 
Nelson's political and environ­
mental activism has widened his 
appeal beyond country music's 
traditional demographics. Not 
only has Nelson built two bio-
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THE HEALTHY GE.UER: 
Beta Blockers and Related Drugs 

stroke if you are using them to 
treat high blood pressure alone. 
If you are taking a beta-blocker, 
discuss it with your doctor. 
Warning: Don't stop taking the 
drug on your own. 

More than half of Americans 
over age 60 have high blood 
pressure. Many people wfth high 
blood presst1re need more than 
one medication to treat it. So, 
I've received many questions 
about blood-pressure drugs. 

There's a lot of confusion 
about these medications because 
there are so many of them and 
they work in a variety of ways. 
Today's column is devoted to 

clearing up some of the confu­
sion. 

Beta-blockers make your 
heart beat more slowly and wilh 
less force. Your heart pumps less 
blood and your pressure goes 
down. 

The following are the brand 
names for common beta-block­
ers: Sectral, Tenorrnin, Kerlone, 
Zebeta, Cartrol, Tandate, 
Lopressor, Toprol XL, Corgard, 
Levatol, Vlsken, Tnderal, 
Betapace, and Blocadren. 

A ngiotensi n-con verti ng 
enzyme (ACE) inhibitors: ACE 
inhibitors keep your body from 
making angiotensin Ir, a hor-

Coming to Mullins Center 
diesel plants, one in Oregon and 
one in Texas, but at the age of75 
he still regularly tours the nation 
on his bus which, appropriately, 
runs on bio-diesel. 

IPillil' Nelson 
Adding even more buzz to the 

perfom,ance will be the pres­
ence of Billy Bob Thomlon and 
the Boxmasters, whose sound 
combines the influence of the 
Rolling Stones, the Beatles, and 
the Kinks and fuses it with Merle 
Haggard and Johnny Cash to 
create a rockabilly meets British 
rock mash-up. 

Tickets to the show are still 
available and can be purchased, 
or ymt can try your luck at win­
ning them. ·•we·re set up for a 
capacity or3,500. We're partner­
ing with a number of countTy 
music stations - specifically 
Bear Country out of Greenfield, 
KTX out of Springfield, and the 

River, who will also be giving 
away tickets. We started a lot of 
our promotions over the last cou­
ple or weeks, and will continue 
right up until the show," said 
Mullins Cent.er marketing direc­
tor Scott Sasenbury. 

Then, in May, as part or the 
Broadway in Amherst series, 
Michael Flatley's lord of the 
Dance will be appearing for one 
performance only, followed by a 
brand new production or Che 
classic favorite, Annie, and 
finally, New England's own Pink 
Floyd cover band, Pink Voyd. 
will be taking to the Mullins 
Center stage the final week of 
May. 

"Our venue is reasonably 
priced in terms of rickets. When 
you compare going to see lord 
of the Dance or Annie or other 
productions," in major markets 
outside of the Mullins Center, 
"it's probably going to be more 
costly than seeing a show here," 
Sasenbury said. 

Tickels for the Friday, April 
17th, 8 p.m. Willie Nelson and 
Family concen, or for· the May 
2nd, 8 p.m. lord of the Dance 
performance, the May 14th, 7:30 
p.m. Annie production, and the 
May 25th, 7:30 p.m., Pink Voyd 
concert are still available and 
can be purchased at 
Ticketmaster.com or by calling 
(413) 733-2500. 

mone that normalJy causes blood 
vessels to narrow. ACE 
inhibitors expand blood vessels 
so your blood pressure goes 
down. 

The following are common 
ACE inhibitors: Lotensin, 
Capoten, Vasotec, Monopril, 
Prinjvil, Zestril, l!nivasc, Aceon, 
Accupril, Altace. and Mavik. 

Angiotensin 11 receptor 
blockers (ARBS): ARBS are 
like ACE inhibitors because they 
protect against angiotensia U. 
ARBS don't lower levels of the 
hormone; they prevent this 
chemical from affecting the heart 
and blood vessels. 

The following are common 
ARBS: Atacand, Teveten, 
Avapro, Cozaar, Benicar, 
Micardis, and Diovan. 

Calcium channel bloc.keJ"S:. 
These drugs block calcium from 
entering the muscle cells of the 
heart and blood vessels. This 
relaxes blood vessels and lowers 
blood pressure. 

111e following are common 
caJcium channel blockers: 
Norvasc, C'ardizem, Dilacor XR, 
Tiazac, Plendi~ DynaCirc CR, 
Cardene, Adalat CC, Procardia, 
Nimotop, Sular, Calan, Covera 
HS, lsoptin, and Verela11. 

Diuretics, also knowo as 
"water pills,'' help the kidneys 
0ush extra water and salt from 
your body and decrease blood 
volume to lower pressure. 

The following are common 
diuretics: M idamor, Bumex, 
Diuril, Hygroton, Thalitone, 
Lasix, Esidrix, Hydrodiuril, 
Saluron, Lozo!, Enduron, 
Zaroxolyn, Aldactone, Demadex 
and Dyrenium. 

Vasodilators open blood ves­
sels by directly relaxing the mus­
cle in the vessel walls. 

Common vasodilators are 

l3 

Apresoline and Loniten. 
AJpha blockers, also called 

a lpha-adrenergic antagonists, 
reduce nerve impulses that tight­
en blood vessels; this penuits 
blood to flow more freely. 

Common alpha blockers are: 
Cardura, Minipress, Minizide, 
Hytrin, Flomax and Uroxatral. 

AJpha-beta blockers: These 
drugs work two ways: they 
reduce nerve impulses to blood 
vessels and slow the heartbeat. 

Common alpha-beta blockers 
are Coreg and Nonnodyne. 

Central-acting agents: 
Central-acting agents work by 
prnvenling your brain from send­
ing signals to your nervous sys­
tem to speed up your heart rate 
and narrow your blood vessels. 

The following are examples: 
Catapres, Clorpres, Combipres, 
Wytensin, Tenex, Aldomel, 
Aldochlor, and Aldoril. 

Combination drugs: Tl1ere 
are a variety of preparations that 
combine medications. For exam­
ple, Cozaar, which is an ARB, is 
combined wilh a diuretic, to 
form Hyzaar. 

The following are other popu­
lar combination drugs: 

Lex.xel, Lotrel, Tarka, 
Tenoretic, Ziac, Corzide, 
Inderide, Timolide. Lotensin, 
Vaseretic, Priuzide, Zestoretic, 
Uniretic, Accuretic, Avalide, and 
Diovan HCT. 

Renin iuhibitor·s are a rela­
tively new type of blood pressure 
drug. As the name indicates, they 
inhibit renin. which is an enzyme 
secreted by the kidneys that is 
involved in the release of 
angiotensin. 

Tektw11a is a renin inhibitor. 

lf you have a question, please 
write ro .fi'ed@healthygeezer.com 

Go the Extra Mile! 
Walk for Meals on Wheels I 

Sat., May 2 at the Tech School 

More info? 773-5555 or 
info@fchcc.org. 

Donate on line at www.fchcc.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

IV , _ 
ADIATOR -
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS -TRUCKS 
and HEAVY 1!:QUTPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ropane Route 2, Gill ~ 
illing 86~-4049 I -~00-439-4049 .....,. 

Robert J. Sagor, 
D.V.M 

18 French King Highway 
Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Announces the Hiring of Mike Baldwin, Master Toyota Technician 

since 1982. Bring 1n your Toyotas, Hondas and Asian Cars 

Locally owned since 1972 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
HIC #134741 
Insured 

~ EASTERN o~ WEATHERIZATION 
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation 

Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS,GRJ 

Seniors 
RealEstace 

Support 

Gen Johnson & ~ssona1es 
REALTORS 

66 French King. Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
( 4 J 3) 863-9736 
Fa~(41~!863-9739 

-B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MA.5S INS.PECTIONSTATION: NO.13051 
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JEP'S PLACE: Part CXVIII 
Suggestion Box 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - Mr. Lambert dropped 
Ma otfto walk about a mile to the 
Keith Paper Mill. Part of her hike 
took her across the Turners Falls 
- Gill bridge, sparming the 
Connecticut River. Strong winds 
coming off the river swept the 
bridge with icy blasts, carryi1~g 
spray from the falls. She'd often 
be shivering so much by the time 
sl1e got to the mill that the fore­
man wouldn't let her begin her 
job of slicing cloth on the big 
upright razor sharp knives until 
her hands stopped shaking. 

Later, when Pa passed a phys­
ical exam and resumed working 
at the mill, they rode to work in 
Pa's car. 

There were no openings for 
his old job in the beater room. 
ihe mill super assigned Pa to the 
rag room where women worked, 
apparently figuring it would be 
easy work in consideration of his 
heart condition. But the foreman 
gave Pa the job of wheeling 
heavy bales of rags to tl,e cutting 
tables on a two-wheeled hand 
truck. The bales often weighed a 
half ton or more. 

ft took a considerable effort to 
tip the bale onto the truck. Once 
balanced, wheeling the bale was­
n't too bad, except when a wheel 
dropped into a hole in the floor, 
puJling Pa to the floor or pitcl1ing 
the heavy load fotward, and him 
with it. 

The exertion caused angma. 

REPORTER ClASSIFIEDS CALL 863-8&&&. FAK 863-3050 
834-7569. 
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When Pa stopped to catch his 
breath and wait for the pains to 
subside, he'd get dark looks from 
the foi'eman. Another heart attack 
ended Pa's working days for an 
extended period. 

During the war years U1ere 
was a severe labor shortage. To 
prevent job hopping, an employ­
ee couldn't quit and take a job 
elsewhere unless the present 
place of employment granted a 
written release. Students working 
seasonally were an exception. 

I got a job at the Keith Paper 
Mill while Pa was working there. 
Though I was 15, the personnel 
manager didn't ask my age. With 
the labor shortage, he wasn't 
fossy. 

I went to work in the finishing 
department, wrapping rolls of 
paper. It was the most boring job 
I have ever had in my entire lite. 

To ward off boredom and to 
earn extra money, I began using 
the mill suggestion box. Payment 
for ideas accepted was a percent­
age of money saved. 

l saw plenty of places where 
the mill could do things more 

efficiently, and stuffed the box 
with suggestions. Many limes, 
my suggestions resulted in more 
money for me than my paycheck. 

Unfortunately, most of my 
suggestions were for the manu­
factu1ing department. The finish­
ing department super said he did­
n't like me dreaming up sugges­
tions while working for him, 
when it only helped manufactur­
ing be moi'e efficient. 

He sometimes put me to work 
hauling paper on a wagon from a 
machine at one end of the factory 
down one or two floors to anoth­
er machine and then back again 
for some other operation, before 
going back down to the shipping 
room at the opposite end of the 
mill. I suggested !hey line ll1e 
machines up next to each other so 
that work 0owed from one 
machine to the other, ending next 
to the shipping room. It greatly 
benefited the finishing depart­
ment, but the super was embar­
rassed that a high school kjd had 
come up v.~th an idea that should 
have been plain for him to see. 

Rearranging the machines was 
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a major project involving upper 
management, bringing further 
attention to his ineptitude. He 
was not pleased. On the last day 
of my summer job, an hour 
before the qui[ting time, he saw 
me getting a drink from the water 
fountain. He asked me what I was 
doing. 

'' As Utt le as possible," I said 
with a gi-in, "I'm going back to 
school; this is my last day." 

He turned white with fu1y, 
'This is your last hour," he 
roared. "You're fired!'' 

TI1al was the only time in my 
life I ever got fired. But r was a 
good worker, and dLU·ing a two 
week semester break in college, I 
was hired in the same mill to 
work in the millwright depa1t­
ment When the finishing depart­
ment superintendent saw 1ne 
back at work, the color drained 
from his face. I gave him a cheery 
"Hellot but he stalked past me 
without reply. 

- Continued Next Week 

BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau & Bow 
Wow is a VERY successful 'clean--0ut hauling, 
and snow plowing" business. Community orient­
ed, environmentally mendly, FUN, Interesting, 
and unique. Please call Sita for details: (413) 

CARPENTRY - No Job Too Small - General 
Carpentiy and horre repairs. Custom shelves a 
specialty. Call David, (413) 863-9296 Gill Day on MCTV 

Earth Day Events 
BY MARIANNE SUNDELL 
WENDELL - The Wendell 
Earth Day celebration on 
Saturday, April 25th will include 
festivities on the town common 
and in town hall, the annual 
townwide cleanup, and a work 
party at the Fiske Pond conser­
vation area to clear up ice storm 
damage. The event on the com­
mon, from IO a.m. to 2 p.m., will 
include local and regional 
groups focusing on environmen­
tal stewardship and sustainable 
living, local fam1ers, artists, 
herbalists, live music with 
.Kellianna, and a community 
potluck at noon. The townwide 
clearmp starts at the highway 
garage at 9 a.m. The work party 
at Fiske Pond starts at 2 p.m. 

ClASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS n5 ctsJextra word1 
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE 

BY DON CLEGG - On 
Saturday, April 18th, from 
noon to midnight, Montague 
Community Television will be 
airing programs that have been 
videotaped in Gill. 

on the Gill Common on 
Tuesdays during the summer, 
Rosner•s Monthly Antjque 
Auto show, Candi el ight MONTAGUE REPORTER 58 FOURTH STREET TURNERS FAUS. MA 01316 
Service from the Gill 

15 for each add1l1onal word 

Check enclosed for for weeks. --- ---

Gill is one of three towns, 
along with Montague and 
Erving, that use MCTV as their 
public access television station. 

Congregational Church, 
History of the Gill Church. In 
the Artist Studio, and some 
first-time airings of other pro­
grams that highlight the town 
of Gill and its residents. 

Name Phone ______ _ 

This will be the station's 
.first marathon television series 
in some time. Not to be con­
fused with our marathon 
broadcasts of the Montague 
annual town meetings. Shows 
to be aired will include the 
Common People Concerts held 

MCTV hopes viewers will 
enjoy this offering and encour­
ages feedback on this series 
and ideas for future program­
ming. Contact MCTV by call­
ing 413-863-9200, or email 
dean@MontagueTV.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lliit 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 

VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS 

JINNY 
(413) 592 0169 LIC# 

153335 CELL: <413> 638 3071 

GARRY L. EARLES, M.S.W., L.I.C.S.W. 

EDUCATIONAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSUL TANT 

N EURO-BIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS 

FRANKLIN COUNTY, MA 

PHONE: 41 3.863.41 28 

EMAIL: GLE@EFURNACE.NET 

WWW .GARRYEARLES.COM 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

PfR~~~Al mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfW~ L~ffiP 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Baseball & Softball Supplies 
• Fishing & Hunting Licences 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 t 

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

·~•ru 
&COOUNG 

123 Avenue A • Turners Falls MA 01376 

Specializing in oil heating alternatives 
Pellet Stoves • Gas Conversion Burners 

Financing Available 

ilYORK 413-863-2295 ~ M<. 
•••• ,1 .... ,., ,_.. (-•w1.-i.: f'A!'IJJ.ral Air - Anywh~ 

1\J:~LE 
274 R1.2, Gill 

• gloves 
• boots 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

WINTER BOURS 
Open 5-9 Wed, Thurs & 
SWl, s -10 Fri and Sat 
C1osed Mon & Tues 

(4131863-9543 
Allan • David 

email: AJCYC@CROGKER.COM 
WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

FINE ITALIAN DINING 

WEDNESDAY WINE NIGWI' 
Glass $5, Bottle $20 

Appetizers $10 

TlllJRSl)AY NlG.HT JAZZ. 

6:30- 9:30 

413-863-4441 
166 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

w ww. RISTORANTEDIPAOLO. co M 

Negus ~ Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments ;p~!f!!JVC, 

,.,,.~•~ ~., 
People often come to see vs GI<'' •~ 

becouse thefr patents , lP'e engra_ ve i~ 
and their gron.dpotenls did, ~ 
We're proud to hove nJIJliJ0/7eS 
thol ~ind of loyalty, lht1I last fonver 
ond we wor~ horc! to keep it, ~::"::■::"::::".'.':-:'---.J.=~ 
• Gory ond Noncy Melen MAIN OFFICE 773-85S2 

10 MIii Slreet, Graenfietd, MA 
'lbe perfect remembranw 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10th 
Friends Coffeehouse: An Acapella Fest at 
the Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls. Join us for thfs community musical 
event at 7 p.m. Delicious refreshments. 
Suggested donation $6 to $12; children 
free, Info (413) 863-3221. 

Pat & Tex LaMountain al Bart's Cafe, 
Greenfield. Thirty years in the Valley and 
havlng more fun than ever. Folk, swing, 
acoustic rock, no cover, 7 to 9 p.m. Info: 
(413) 641-0030. 

Dr. Helen Caldlcott, noted physician and 
author, at Latch1s 4, Latchis Theatre, 
Brattleboro, VT. 7 p.m. Dr. Caldicott is an 
articulate and passionate advocate of cit­
izen awareness regarding the nuclear 
and environmental crisis. She is the 
author of seven books, and has been the 
focus of several films. Lecture is free and 
open to the public. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Lin 
Pr'e~°" 'Band, rock & roll covers, 9:30 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Bl"""' It On Tina, 
Wendell's fav's, Jen Spingla, Bob Rosser 
and of course Tina, 9 to 11 p.m. 

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: ~~h.• 
Tr'ain 'DIP B-=~. & IZXU (reggae, 
funk, hlp-hop) free. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11th 
Peter Cottontail's Eggstravaganza at 
Unify Park, Turners Falls: 1 p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House, 
Wendell Center: doh.n 5h.eldon and 
Bf.J .. 54r'eak, 8 p.m. Open mic .begins at 
7:30 p.m. $6 to $12. Partial proceeds to 
benefit the Wendell Senior Center. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: T"""' 
~ Loo;;a, rock & roll, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 'R,ch.ard Ch.a:,e 

/111 

Gfa"P, Acoustic folk, singer songwriter, 9 
to 11 p.m. 

At The Rendezvous. Turners Falls: 'D°"g 
M,,.wiH Gfo"P• jazz, $3 cover., 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12th 
At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
~T Kafaoke. with Opa Opa Beer spe­
cial and swag, 8 to 12 a.m., no cover. 

MONDAY, APRIL 13th 
Sfng-A-Long at Montague Center Library, 
6:30 p.m. Children's Librarian, Linda 
Hickman, performs a variety of children ls 
music & plays guitar & banjo. For children 
of any age and families. Info: Carnegie 
Library 863-3214 during the week or 
Montague Center Library 367-2852, 
Mondays. 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Slope 
Edttions is proud to present a free poetry 
reading, 7 p.m. featuring Elizabeth 
Hughey, Darcie Denn1gan, and Ryan 
Flaherty. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14th 
At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft 
Night, 7 p.m. on. Careful mixing of knit­
ting & drinking, bring a project to work on. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15th 
Mid-Week Music Concert Series -
Stonelelgh-Burnham Chamber Players. 
Directed by Greg Snedeker. Free. 
Donations gratefully accepted. 12: 15 to 
12:45 p.m., All Souls Church, Greenfield. 

Super Fun Bowling Club, Noncompetitive 
bowling club open to all abilities and 
ages! Bad-Ass Bowling - Alright tough 
guys, let's see what you've gotl Dress to 
kill, or at least to beat someone up. 7:30 
p.m. French King Entertainment Center, 
Erving. www.supertunbow/lng.com. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting & Crafts 
Night. 7 to 10 p.m, Any crafVski/1 level. 

Echo Lake Concert Series, Leverett Town 
Hall: 'David ~ovic:,. An internationally 
aclaimed singer/songwriter at 7:30 p.m. 
Opening for David Is the local band, Red 
Valley Fog with Ben Grosscup and 
Carolynn O'Donnell. Also special appear­
ance by an up-and-coming Washington-
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based singer/songwriter, 
Shawnee Kilgore. $10 admis­
sion. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Karaoke with DJ Dalla, 7 

'-" ::The Reade,,,oo,, fome• 
2 Falls: Q"•~ma~ah Ch.ad Quiz 
? Night Quiz! Bring a team. 8 
~ a p.m. 
<J 

"' u 
:'i THURSDAY, APRIL 16th 

Performances for Young 
People Series at The Shea 
Theater, Turners Falls at 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Jim West and 
company perform a puppet 
extravaganza presenting a 
variety of the legendary fables 
of Aesop! From The Goose 
that Laid a Golden Egg on 
through to Aesop's The Boy 
Who Cried Wolf (and many 
others), this large-scale pup­
pet production features more 
morals to the story, more clas­
sical music and more silliness 
than ever! Call the Shea 
Theater (413) 863-2281. 

Gallery A3, 28 Amity Street 
1D, Amherst: Conversations 
with the artists, Gloria 
Kegeles and Helena Dooley, 

7:30 p.m. Gloria Kegeles' Chrome 
Dreams, automotive photographs and 
Helena Dooley's Synesthesia: Music to 
Color, painted images of sound. 
Exhibition runs through May 2nd. More 
on Gallery A3 at www.ga/lerya3.com. 

Jazz at OiPaolo's, Turners Falls: Liv{' 
dar,~ Band, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wa,lin' 'Dove 
'Robin;,on, Tommy Fil<Nlf and 
Company, blues based roots, 8 to 10 
p.m. 

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Ko~hef J-lam. 9:30 p.m. $3 cover. 
www.myspace.com/lhekosherham. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 17th 
First Annual Franklin County Technical 
School DodgeBall Tournament in the 
school gym, 7 p.m, Cash prizes for the 
top two teams. teams of 5 players face off 
in double-elimination. Entry fee is $25 per 
team, due by April 15th. All teams must 
be registered by April 15th. Contact 
Dan Prasol (413) 863-8119 x 233. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
f-lefo;,, classic and modern rock & roll 
covers, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: do;;h Lava~ie.; 

country folk guitar featuring Johnny Cash 
favorites, 9 to 11 p.m. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
APRIL 17th to 19th 
Staged Production of My Antonia at the 
Deerfield Teachers· Center, 10 Memorial 
Street, Deerfield. As part of this year's 
Big Read Project. Pocumtuck Valley 
Memorial Association and Lady of the 
Lake Productions will present My Anto­
nia, a play for the stage by Charles 
Jones, adapted from Willa Cather's novel 
MY Antonia. Fri. & Sat at 8 p.m. Sunday 
at 2 p.m. Continues 4/24 to4/26. $12/$10 
for seniors, and $5/students. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Exploring Insects. Engaging activi­
ties, a nature walk, and a story about 
insects. All ages. 1 to 2 p.m. 

Organic Gardening at Keller farm, 
Wendell. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Northeast 
Organic Farming Association 
(NOFA/Mass) workshop on how to start 
and maintain successful organic gar­
dens. Info & registration: 
www.nofamass.org, or Ben Grosscup 
(413) 658-5374. 

Montague Grange, Montague Center: 
Contra dance from 7 to 10 p.m. Gender­
role-free contra dance. Open to all. Info. 
(413) 586-9610 or (860) 749-3863, 

Tag, Bake & Rummage Sale Presented 
by the Women's Group of Our Lady of 
Peace. Held at Our Lady of Peace 
Church, Turners Falls. 9 am. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
'D.IX classic and modern rock &. roll cov­
ers, 9:30 p.:rn. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Kat'ad<e by TNT 
Productions, 9 to 11 p.m. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
APRIL 18th & 19th 
6th Annual Green Fair, 10 to 5 p.m. 
Presented by the Greenfield Business 
Association. A showcase of environmen­
lally-friendly goods, products, services 
and demonstrations. Held. at Franklin 
County Fairgrounds. 

ONGOING 
Great Falls Discovery Center, T umers 
Falls: UMass Ventures in Science Art. 
Exhibit of student photographs of micro­
scopic organisms! Taken using a variety 
of scientific methods, Including Electron 
Microscope. See the world around you in 
a whole new way! On display through 
April 30th. 

Historic Deerfield Exhibition: Stimulating 
Beverages, Tea, Coffee. and Chocolate 
Wares. Explore the fascinating role 
played by tea, coffee, and chocolate In 
New England through an examination of 
Historic Deerfield's vast collection of hot 
beverage wares, Exampfes of •the novel 
"equipment' designed to serve these 
drinks. Open daily. 9:30 am to 4:30 pm. 
Through Saturday, May 23rd 

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Turners Falls; In Gallery 
52: Blake Fitch - Expectations of 
Adolescence, a ten-year photographic 
project documenting the emotional and 
physical growth and emotional matura­
tion of two young girls. In Gallery 56: 
Founder & Museum Collections -
Selections II. Museum Curator, Paul R. 
Turnbull has selected a limited overview 
of some of the Museum's collectlon. And 
rn Gallery 85: Stan Sherer - Life Studies. 
Three documentary projects. "Albania' 
and 'Shopkeepers' are straightforward 
studies of people & places. 'Lantern 
Slides' is a personal visual interpretation 
and construction by Mr. Sherer. Exhibits 
on dlsplc1y through June 14th. 

AUDITIONS 
The Country Players holds open audi­
tions for Oliver! Sunday, Apr11 26, from 2 
to 5 p.m. at the GCC Downtown. 
Greenfield and Monday, April 27 from 6 to 
9 p.m. at the Shea Theater, Turners Falls. 
Feel free to attend either or both of the 
audition sessions. Oliver! will be pro­
duced at the Shea Theater July 10, 11, 
17, 18 & 19. The cast includes 10 men of 
all ages and 6 women in speaking roles, 
as well as a chorus of children and 
adults. No experience on stage is neces­
sary. 
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HOT SPOT THI CHIER 
MONDAYS-Dro~n. 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS-Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m, 

T-i1e (e.,·l'ff)/ ,,·r11fli' !lips). opc1I lo /r,m/ 
/£•t11J . . l'ull!e rrq//1i'f pen11i.r.rio11 .<It/is. 

],!fa: Jared al 863-9559. 
I lot Spm TCCJ1 CcmCT is in 

The Brick House 
24 Thicd Sn:~cr, 1\1mcrs Falls, 01376 

lllaln St. Greenfield. MA 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Sl1owtimes for 

Friday, April 10th -Thurs., April 16th 

I . .MONSTERS VS. ALI ENS 
PG in D'fS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:(10 
2. HANNAH MONTANA THE 
MOVIE G in DTS suund 
DAJ LY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 J:00 
3. CLOSED llOR RENOVATIONS 
4. CLOSED !•OR R.ENOVATlONS 
5. HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT 
PGl3 DALLY 6:45 9:15 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
6. FAST AND FURIOUS 
PG 13 in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:JO 
FRJ, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. OBSERVE AND REPORT 
R in DTS sound 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:3() 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 4./10 9::!0 to 11 :30 p.111. 

B~ .. I• On Tina 
Sat1trday, 4/11, 9 10 J.J. p.m. 

Acoustic Folk/Singer Songwriter 
'Richm'd C~ .. G~°"P 

Sunday, 4/12 Closed for Easter 
Wednesdays Kniui11g & Craf1 Night 
Thursday, 4/16 8 to l.O p.ui. 

Wailin' Oave Robinson, Tommy Filault & Co. 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
1\',•~J t~ tl1t· \V,•mldf Coulllry SIM! 

R.1:d lite 
OUR DECK! 

TMURS: 4/9 I 9:3DPM I $3 
King Falcon (a!<a Jesse Smith) & 
Ella Longore 

F11I: 4/ 10 I 9:30PM I F11E£ 
Night Train Djs B·coming & 12XU 
IReggae. Fun~. Hip·Hopl 

SAT: 4/ 11 I 9:30PM I $3 
Doug Hewitt Group tJaul 

SUN: 4/ 1 Z I &PM I F11EE 
TNT Karaoke w. 0pa 0pa 

Burgers! 
Veggie lasagn'I 

Pork w. Tomatillo & Chorizo Glaze 

llTIIIRIIStllUT 
l'llltlEIIS FILl:S. Ml 

== 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~/) 
PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated 

'.LUtCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
T umers Falls, MAO 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
www.pzmc.com 

RATES so LOW YOU'RE WITNESSING HISTORY CRUISE & TRAVEL 
IT'S TIME TO BUY • • 
. DON1 MISS OUT ON BUYING YOUR DREAM HOUSE '----"'-.-~ COM p A NY 
• Clll NOW AND GET PREAPPROVED! 

• TIM PREVOST 413·773-8984 
TIM.PREYOSTINCMC.COM 

Nationatctty 
Mottgage 

-.I'- -J. ~'4.-U .... 

--- tr.=-

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
cruise.travel@verizon.net 
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The daffodil bulbs 
have shot up from 
their tips to a strong 
height of three to four 
inches which have 
started to show buds. 
The recent rains have 
brought on the tips of 

MARY AZARJAN WOODBLOCK new green grass 
throughout the lawn. 

BY LESLIE BROWN The tomato seed 1 
MONTAGUE CITY - For the 
past two weeks we've been bal­
ancing between the end of winter 
and lhe beginning of spring, 
eajoying wann days of sun dur­
ing which we've tlu·own lhe win­
dows open to the fresh, soft ai.r 
and wintry days of wet, damp 
cool with snow, calling for hats 
ru1d gloves and the warmth of the 
wood stove. 

Almost unnoticed, spring has 
slipped in. 

I watched the snow covering 
the garden peel back slowly. 
Then one recent morning, J 
looked up from my reading and 
noticed it was gone, retreated lo 
the edge of the woods, its force 
remaining only in a thick layer of 
ice on the north side of the 
garage. 

planted two weeks ago has ger­
minated, producing inch high 
seedlings. I've heard the song 
span-ow, and the squi.JTels have 
moved out of the attic. 

J've been 1·eading about wonn 
farming and compost. Apparently 
you can maintain a bin of worms 
to consume your kitchen garbage 
(minus, of course, meat or dairy 
food) and then harvest the worm 
castings as an oi:ganic food addi­
tive to your garden soil. Or, if 
you're as lazy as I am, you can 
compost your vegetable and fruit 
leavings along with yow· tea 
leaves and coffee grounds and 
spread them on and in yom gar­
den soil. 

J think r am a lazy gardener. 
With two black plastic bins pur­
chased long ago through the 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

Spring Slips In 
town's DPW, [ have been com­
posting for many years. J don't, 
however, own a special tool to 
turn the piles to keep them hot, 
speeding up the processing of 
usable compost. l am a passive 
composter, working one bin while 
the other processes itself over the 
season into rich, black gold for the 
following year's garden. 

We once bought a pound of 
eaithworn1s and put them into the 
garden. They seemed to disap­
pear for a while, but they eventu­
ally retw11ed, bringing their rela­
tions to join the workforce. These 
helpful critters turn the soil and 
add their castings to the garden, 
thus enrichi.J1g growth. This, in 
combination with composted 
manme turned under in the fall 
and composted garbage added in 
the spring, constitute my garden 
soil treattnents. 

When l put in my plants, they 
often receive a pinch of bone 
meal, and periodic feeding with 
liquid fertilizer according to their 
need. That, and a bit of mulch and 
weeding, are about it. 

I am giving thought to last 
year's woodchuck, and the incon­
sistency of the ammoniated rags 

as a repellant. This worked when 
I was home to renew the odeur. I 
am thinking about lhe wisdom of 
a fence agai.J1. 

One woodchuck (never mind 
a family) and a rabbit or two can 
demo I ish your home gai·den in a 
day or so. I'll have to balance this 
likelihood with the labor of put­
ting in a fence, whicb is not only 
high enough but is also buried a 
few inches beneath the soil. Any 
woodchuck worth its salt can 
scale a chicken fence and, by dint 
of sheer weight and gravity, tum­
ble right in. 

Maybe I need lo get a good 
hunting dog. 

Seriously, this planning wakes 
me up at night in the early hours. 
The whole focus of home garden­
ing is the pleasure of growing and 
eating your own locally pro­
duced, fresh food. lf it's too much 
work, you won't want to do it. Jf 
you're not willing to work a little, 
you won't see your hoped-for 
produce to the kitchen table. 

I' II keep you posted on that 
fence. In the meanwhile, enjoy 
the end of last year's root crops in 
some soul-wam1ing soups. 

April 9, 2009 

61J,n-f?t-gi~er :511U/ 
Chop two cups of scrubbed 

carrots and one medium peeled 
potato. 

Sojien a teaspoon or more of 
grated ginger root with a ha(f"cup 
of chopped onion and two cloves 
crushed garlic in two tablespoons 
of olive oil over medium heal. 

Add two cups of chicken broth 
and the carrots. 

Reduce the heat ro low until 
carrots and potato are soft. 

Puree in a blender or put 
through afood mill. 

When ready to serve, heat with 
a cup of soy milk, cream, yogurt, 
or buttermilk depending on your 
taste. 

Add more liquid (chicken broth 
or dai1y) until the soup i.~ the con­
sistency you enjoy. 

Serve with crusty whole meal 
bread. 

&rtaf-rv'1 f'p.,rsnil' ~crul' 
Substitute two cups of parsnips 

for carrots above. 
Use ¼ teaspoon each of 

ground coriander. cumin and 
turmeric in place of ginger root. 

Simmer and enjoy. 

ORGA,,uc GAf<DEl~lr~G SKILL.rs OFFERED i-\T KELLER f1tR~1 COMPOSERS from pg 12 
of Jean Miro, whose ''unique and 

instruments, I can't pretend to 
fully understand modem, atonal 
music, but I found thjs piece com­
pelling and mesmerizing. 

WENDELL, MA - On April 
18th. from 1 p.m, to 4 p.m. at 
Keller Fann on 28 Cold Brook 
Road, U1e Northeast Organic 
Farming Association, 
Massachusetts Chapter 
(NOFNMass) will hold a work­
shop on how to stati and main­
tain successful organic gardens. 
The event is pru·t or the 
Massachusetts Organic Garden­
ing Workshop Day, designed to 
meet the resurgence of energy 
and enthusiasm fot backyard and 
community gardening. Similar 
events will be held in 12 other 
towns and cities throughout the 
state. 

"Lots of people want to start 
gardens. The one thing they need 
first is the confidence they can 
succeed." said Ben Grosscup, 
event organizer. "With this work­
shop, we're offering an oppo1tu­
nity to leam the basic skills need­
ed to get started, from experi­
enced gardening educators." 

Farm owner Nina Keller will 
be teaching the workshop. "I'll 
be giving people the basic infor­
mation they need to get sta1ted 
with enriching the soil, getting 
the right timing for planting, 

planning crop rotations, 
mulching for soil water retention 
and we-ed suppression, and com­
posting to recycle nutrients and 
organic matter back into the gar­
den," she said. "I intend to leave 
everyone with the understanding 
they can succeed at growi.J1g food 
for their families." 

"More people are interested in 
healthy food and also in econo­
mizing their household finances. 
Also, with the global ecology the 
way it is, il makes sense for us lo 
use the land we have to produce 
food instead or paying extra io 
order to mow iL Not only do you 
save money and get better food, 
it also gives you a fun activity to 
do with your family. You just 
need to have some basic skills to 
make it happen," Keller said. 

Pa1ticipants are also strongly 
encouraged to bring their own 
questions to the workshops. 

Organizers say the level of 
interest in gardening has never 
been as high as it is now in their 
own living memory. In 1943, 
however. in the midst of short­
ages related to World War II, 
nearly a third of all the vegeta­
bles conswned in the United 

States came from Victory 
Gardens, small plots planted in 
neighborhood spaces. 

Julie Rawson, NOFNMass 
executive director and leader of 
another workshop in Worcester, 
said, "Sharing the knowledge 
people need to grow their own 
food has been the mission of 
NOFA since ii began more than 
30 years ago. Today, with the 
economic and ecological crises 
we're in, l think a lot ofpcople 
are once again turning toward 
backyard gardening as some­
thing essential for well-being." 

To register, visit 
wv,rw.nofamass.org, or contact 
Ben Grosscup at 413-658-5374 
or ben.grosscup@nofamass.org. 

Dr. Helen Caldicott 
Do You Love this Planet 

and Your Health? 
On Tour to Support Her 
Recent Book: Nuclear 

Power is Not the Answer 
Friday, April 10th 
Brattleboro 7 p.m. 

Latchis Theater 
50 Main St. 

Ooe Door Down lrom Main En~ance 

an-esting glyphs ... (and) striking, 
stratified layers ... suggested a 
transferable musical idea of a 
stratified foreground high above a 
vague and shifting background." 

The piece in four movements 
translates the composer's ideas 
into a dissonant piece of tension 
and release played out agai.nsL the 
repeated texture of the percussive 

This premiere performance 
received a standing ovation. 

Keep attentive to local conceit 
listings. There arc many fine per­
forniances by yow1g musicians 
still to come in this acoustically 
beautifol new concert hall, right 
here in the midst of Gill. 

New England's Energy Future 

It's Our Choice! 
Wednesday, April 2!3th 

VERMONT STATEHOUSE • MONTPELIER 
10 a.m. Evacuation March from City Hall to the Statehouse 

10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. State House Lawn 
It's Our Choice Renewable Energy Fair or 

Vermont Yankee, an On-going Catastrophe Mock Evacuation 
11 a.m. Press Conference 

12 p.m. Lunch Lobby in the Statehouse 

Rain or Shine 

Help Shut Down Vermont Yankee Before It's Too Late 
For information: call 802-476-3154 

Organized by: Vermont Yankee Decommissioning Alliance; Safe 
and Green Campaign; Citizen's Awareness Network and Sponsored 

by the Safe Power Vermont Coalition 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

OOG08000G9 
HOURS: LUNCH TUES - ma, 11 :30 - 2:30 • DINNER TUES -

SAT, 5 - 9 • SUND.AV BRUNCH 10 • 2, DINNER 5 • 8 

We serve homegrown, farm-inspired food and 
drink. Presented simply, using the best 

ingredients from our neighborhood. 
PHONE 413 774 3150 

44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD 

WWW.HOfitEA N DOL1YE.Cc)M 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 X142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 
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