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GCC Ribbon Cutting Revelations

Towo of tbe OVErS gmd shakers .at the nb&aﬂ -mftmg Jor G.C.Cr §31 fmﬂzm

renovation on April 21st: Sheriff Chris Donelan and Senator Stan Rosenberg

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GREENFIELD — The shakers
and movers who made the $31
million renovation of Greenfield
Community College’s main
building a reality gathered in
front of the newly renovated, spa-
cious, glass windowed ‘core’ sec-
tion of the college for a ribbon
cutting on Thursday, to expound
on their views.

Three of the most salient fea-
tures:

1. The renovation converts a
building designed for the
California desert to one more
suitable for the New England cli-
mate, and the handicapped.

2. Prisoners will soon be tak-
ing coursework through GCC.

3. The path to success may be

marched to the tune of a tuba.

Classrooms with small win-
dows equipped with ‘horse blind-
ers’ to keep out the sun are histo-
1y. So are cave-like windowless
classrooms, with only one door,
in the renovated GCC core.

Efforts to keep the sun from
warming classrooms make sense
in GCC’s virtually identical sister
building in the desert of sunny
California, but did not work quite
so well in New England. The
light and airy 89,000-square-foot
renovation, glistening with glass,
is a beauty to behold. The
entrance is now at ground level,
doing away with the 44-step
Aztec temple stairs that formerly
intimidated as well as blocked the
handicapped.

An elevator in the entry now
goes to all four floors, rather than
ascending one or two floors in
elevators often tucked away in
secluded areas some distance
from each other, amid a maze of
staircases, hallways and court-
yards. Access from one section of
the building to the other is now
possible without going through
outside courtyards, making for
ease of access as well as energy
conservation.

Thursday’s ribbon cutting saw
no shortage of speakers. State
senator Stanley Rosenberg, sena-
tor Stephen Brewer, representa-
tive Stephen Kulik and sheriff
Christopher Donelan, as well as a
plethora of state officials from
Boston each told of their part in
bringing this project to fruition,
beginning in 2009.

GCC president Robert Pura
enthusiastically introduced
speakers and applauded the com-
pletion of improvements. such as
the level walkway to the entry.
the Green heat source from geot-
hermal wells replacing expensive
inefficient electric heating, and
the energy conserving construc-
tion.

Pura welcomed state officials
who journeyed out from
Beantown for the ribbon cutting.
They included education secre-
tary Paul Reveille, and newly
appointed commissioner of the
Division of Capital Asset
Management, Carole Cornelison,

see GCC pg 14

BY LISA DAVOL
TURNERS FALLS - The eighth
annual Turners Falls Crabapple
Blossom Festival runs from May
Ist — May 15th. Many of the
downtown streets and parks in
Turners Falls are lined with flow-
ering crabapple, cherry and apple
trees, and they are in full glory in
early May. A wide variety of
events are in store to encourage
people to enjoy the beauty of the
historic downtown streetscape,
set off to its best effect by the
flowering trees. Celebrate spring,
get outside, and enjoy the nature,
culture, art, history, and architec-
ture of Turners Falls.
Schedule of Events

Sunday, May Ist: 10 am. —
Downtown Spring Cleanup —
Great Falls Discovery Center

Tuesday, May 3rd: 10 am. —
Feathered Friends with Dawn

ar or ylmg children) —

Carnegie Library

May 3rd: 6:00 p.m. — Do you
have crabby ancestors?
Genealogy meeting — Camegie
Library

‘Wednesday, May 4th: 1:15
pm. — Spring Lambs with Linda
Hickman (for homeschoolers) —
Camegie Library

May 4th: 2:00 pm. — 6:00
p.m. — Great Falls Farmers
Market opens for the season!

May 4th: 4 pm. — Rocky
Ridge Hike — The Body Shoppe

Thursday, May Sth: 10:00
a.m. — Cinco de Mayo Children’s
Festival — Peskeompksut Park

Friday, May 6th — 21st —

Shea Theater’s Valley Idol
karaoke contest!
Saturday, May 7th -

Repainting of Woven River pub-
lic art pathway sidewalk poem
see FESTIVAL pg 14

Dave Balm bas bis alpacas eamrg out egf bis baﬂd B
Alpacas are more docile than llamas, and like fo be petted or bugged.
(Liamas are more apt to spit in your face.)

BY STEVE DAMON - Dave
Balise. one of Gill’s newest resi-
dents, used to enjoy watching
late-night television. He saw
infomercials for juice machines.
He saw infomercials for real
estate ventures. He saw infomer-
cials for exercise machines, vacu-
um-cleaner-hair-cutting kits, and
1950s rock albums. He saw an
infomercial for alpaca farming.
too, and found it to be an intrigu-

ing. vet odd, topic. When he saw
the same infomercial the follow-
ing night, Balise turmed off the
TV and started researching
alpacas.

Soon, he began helping out at
area alpaca farms. He tumed to
Tall Grass Farm in Whately and
Maple Brook Farm in Westfield,
both of which gave him lots of
practical knowledge about

see GILL pg 14

50th Anniversary Kick-Off
Parade for Newt Guilbault League

Um;z‘.:zre Keith Rose ma)ée.r the call as Jon LaClaire of bﬁe‘ M ontagie Eﬂ&r
scored the winning run in a playoff’ game vs. Pipiones Sport Shop last June.

BY MICK LACLAIRE
TURNERS FALLS - The Newt
Guilbault Little League is cele-
brating its 50th anniversary this
season, 50 years of community
baseball at its finest. Newt
Guilbault baseball is affiliated
with the Cal-Ripkin youth devel-
opment, a nationally known
sports program. The Newt
Guilbault League serves ages 7
through 12, and this year has
enrolled 108 youth on nine teams.
At Newt Guilbault, we take
baseball very seriously, teaching
youth fundamentals and sports-
manship. The coaches in this
league are nationally certified to

coach and teach youth the way to
play the game, but most impor-
tantly to have fun while playing.

Newt Guilbault baseball is
well known around the
Commonwealth as well, compet-
ing in several state tournaments
and placing first in the state
championship. Newt Guilbault
baseball has seen several players
move on to become successful in
baseball, not to mention all the
former players who now have
children in the league that can
now give back what was taught to
them.

Locally, the Newt Guilbault
League is made up of nine teams

sponsored by: Montague Elks
Lodge, Saint Stanislaus, Saint
Kaziemerz, Pipiones Sport Shop,
Greenfield Savings  Bank,
Tognarelli Heating, Turners Falls

Athletic Club, Watroba
Construction, and defending
champions Booska’s Flooring.

The 50th anniversary season
will kick off this Sunday with a
parade starting at 10:30 a.m.,
traveling from Unity Park up 2nd
Street, down Avenue A, up 7th
Street, to the playing fields on
Montague Street. Opening cere-
monies will commence at the
fields following the parade, with
skydivers from JumpTown in
Orange landing on the ball fields.
Let the games begin!

Following the ceremonies the
games scheduled will be played
are Montague Elks vs. St. Stans
and Greenfield Savings Bank vs.
St Kaz. Then defending champs
Booska’s Flooring vs. Pipiones
Sport Shop.

Newt Guilbault baseball
would like to thank everyone for
the 50 years of serving you: past,
present and future players, coach-
es and parents. Come and enjoy
the parade and fun at the fields on
Montague Street, Sunday, May
Ist.

See va’ there!
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PET OF THE WEEK
Beauty Queen

My name is Bella and I'm a
six-year-old long hair female cat
in need of a good home. I know
I look ridiculous with this cone
on my head. But it should be
gone soon enough. I just need to
settle into my new home where I
can relax and heal. I've had a
rough go of things lately, but it’s
nothing that the special love of a
new family won’t get me
through. I get along with all peo-
ple, and have lived well with
other cats. If you look past this
silly cone, you will see a sweet,
beautiful girl with love, enter-
tainment, and companionship to
give. Are you the special some-
one for me? I'm in foster care
because I was not happy in a
cage.

To find out more about adopt-
ing me, please contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society
at (413) 548-9898 or via email at
info@dpvhs.org.

BOTTLES
& CANS!

Week of Maj; 2nd in
Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gessip, news & business lislings

The Montague
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday,
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
reporter(@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse advertis-
ing for any reason and to alter copy
or graphics to conform to standards
of the newspaper, such as they are.

Local Subscription Rates:
$20 for 1;‘2 Year

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS
Busy Week at the Library

BY LINDA HICKMAN
TURNERS FALLS - Spring is a
very busy sesaon at the

Montague Public Libraries. The
Crabapple Blossom Festival runs
from May 1st - May 15th. On
Tuesday, May 3rd, at 10:00 a m.,
Dawn Marvin Ward is presenting
Feathered Friends, a fun hands-
on science program for very
young children. Participants will
explore the world of birds, espe-
cially ducks and geese. There
will be a program for home-
schoolers on Outrageous Owls
with Rachel Roberts at 1:15 p.m.
at the Carnegie Library on
‘Wednesday, May 4th. Thursday.,
May 5th, a Cinco de Mayo
Children’s Festival will be held
in Peskeompskut Park or the
Carnegie Library, depending

TURNERS FALLS - Walk for
Meals on Wheels May 7th from
8:00 to 11:00 am. at Franklin
County Tech School in Twners
Falls. Funds raised by new walk-
ers & new teams are doubled.
Free FRTA bus service from

Spring Clean Up

TURNERS FALLS- There will
be a Downtown Spring Cleanup
on Sunday, May 1st from 10 a.m.
- noon. Participants will meet in
front of the Great Falls
Discovery Center at 10 a.m.
This is a kick-off for the annual
Turners  Falls Crabapple
Blossom Festival, which runs
from May 1st - May 15th. For
more information, call Linda at
the Carnegie Library, 863-3214.

upon the weather. This event
includes a bilingual concert with
Tom Carroll and Laurie
Davidson at 10:00 a m. and takes
the place of the weekly Music
and Movement program. On
Saturday, May 7th, there are two
events scheduled. At 10:30 am.,
Dawn Marvin Ward will offer a
program on Flower Fairies and
Root Children at the Carnegie
Library. At 1:00 pm. there will
be the Crabapple Blossom Fest
Concert in Peskeompskut Park
with the Greassy Cuffs Song
Tour, an accoustic folk band.
Saturday, May 14th, is the Spring
Used Book Sale at the Camegie
Library from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p-m. For more information, call
the Library at (413) 863-3214.

Orange Mealer Wheelers Walk Teamﬂo

Anvites Walkers for Meal on Wheels 20K

Athol, Orange, Deerfield,
Greenfield and Shelbume Falls.
Fun, Prizes and Refreshments.
Get walk packets or reserve bus
space by calling 773-5555 ext
2226 or (978) 544-2259 ext 2226
or email pkelly@fchcec.org.

Chair Yoga

Classes with Jean Erlbaum at the
Gill-Montague Senior Center,
Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11:15
a.m. through May 24th and then
resume in the Fall. People from
all towns and of all skill levels,
including folks in wheelchairs are
invited. There is a suggested
donation of $1.00 per class. For
more information, please contact
Roberta Potter at (413) 863-4500.

Chad Champornx, of Champonx Photography, snapped photos of children with

{

the Easter Bunny at Greenfield Savings Bank in Turners for bours on Friday.
Here, Olivia Vassar (ki) of Gill, with her sister Ella, pose for the camera.

their own group

After all the children’s photes were finished, bank employees crowded around for
portrait with the Easter Bunny. That photo is now proudly on

display on a counter bebind the tellers’ windows. The flowering trees and shrubs
were provided for the occasion by Stewarts Nursery.

'I:StOTfC fBrid'ge fﬂ.ﬂf,!' ?

bridge appeared in the Gazette

are 39 feet high”

PROVIDED BY ED GREGORY, OF GREENFIELD - from documents relating fo the orig-
inal construction of the Suspension Bridge batween Turners and Greenfield in 1871.

April 20th, 1872. This article regarding the construction of the suspension
Courzer:

“The suspension bridge is being rapidly finished. Mr. Henry
‘Wakanan has pushed the work of construction rapidly. It was com-
menced November 16th, 1871, but the extremely cold weather of the
past season caused considerable delay.

Its dimensions are: Span from tower-to-tower, 460 feet; the cables,
however are 615 feet, including the portion imbedded in the abut-
ments; its width, clear for travel, 20 feet; suspenders, 89 feet; longest of
which is 87 feet, three inches, shortest, one foot, six inches; the towers

“There are seven strands to the wire, seven wires to the rope,
seven ropes to the main cable. John A Roebling, whose death by lock-
jaw occurred in New York only a few years ago, was the inventor.
Charles MacDonald contractor. (He previously had built the suspen-
sion bridge at Stillwater, which still stands.) Probably cost $ 52,000

More bridge facts next week!

TOWN OF MONTAGUE TAX BILLS DUE

A reminder to all Town of
Montague taxpayers that the
second half of the Fiscal 2011
Real Estate and Fire District
taxes are due by Monday. May
2nd, 2011. Payments received
after that date are subject to 14
percent interest. To obtain a
receipted bill, enclose a self-

SENIOR GENTER AGTIVITIES — May 2nd - 6th

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva-
tions must be made one day in
advance by 11:00 a.m. The meal
site manager is Kerry Togneri.
All fitness classes are supported
by a grant from the Executive
Office of Elder Affairs.
Voluntary donations are accept-
ed. Council on Aging director is
Roberta Potter. For more infor-
mation, to make meal reserva-
tions, or to sign up for programs
call (413) 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the center is mnot open.
Wednesday afternoon Bingo
begins May 4th; Canasta lessons
with Elsie Gilman begin May
3rd..

Monday, May 2nd

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
1:00 p m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday, May 3rd

9:00 a.m. Walking Group
10:30 a.m. Yoga

12:45 p m. COA Meeting
1:00 p m. Canasta Lessons
Wednesday, May 4th

10:00 a.m. Aerobics

12:45 Bingo

Thursday, May 5th

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi

10:30 a.m. to Noon Brown Bag
1:00 p m. Pitch

Friday, May 6th

10:00 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise

1:00 p m. Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 am. to 2:30 p.m. for
activities and congregate meals.
For information and reserva-
tions, call Polly Kiely. Senior
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3308. Mealsite Manager is Jim
Saracino. Lunch is daily at 11:30
a.m., with reservations 24 hours
in advance. Transportation can
be provided for meals, shopping,
or medical necessity. Please call
the Senior Center to find out
when the next blood pressure
clinic will be held.

Monday, May 2nd

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi

10:00 a.m. Osteo-exercise
12:00 p m. Pitch
Tuesday, May 3rd

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics

10:30 a m. Brown Bag

12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, May 4th

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Blood
Pressure Clinic

12:00 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, May Sth

8:30 am. to 10:00 a.m. Foot
Clinic

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

Friday, May 6th

9:00 a.m. Bowling

11:30 am. Lunch - call the cen-
ter for details.

LEVERETT Senior Activities

* Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first

class free).
* Senior Lunch - Fridays. 12:00.
Call (413) 367-2694 by

Wednesday for a reservation.

» Contact the Leverett COA at
(413) 548-1022, extension 5 or
coa@leverett ma.us if there is
anything we can do to help you
or for more information.

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978)
544-6760 for hours and upcom-
ing programs. Call the Center if
you need a ride.

addressed stamped envelope
and both copies of your bill
with your payment. The Tax
office is open Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. and Wednesday until
6:30 p.m.. The Town Hall is
closed on Friday.

on Avenue A for over 10 years

K9

If we don,t carry your favorite brand,
we,ll order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm - Sun Noon-7pm

59 Avenue A « Turners Falls

863-9900

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

e Other Major Brands

« Expert Burner Service

-

4
[

(413) 773-3622
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COMPILED BY DON
CLEGG - A quilt raftle to ben-
efit NELCWIT is now under-
way. A colorful lap quilt, made
by Ellen DeGrave and the
Cummington Quilters Quorum,
is on display at the Textile
Company in Greenfield. Raffle
tickets are $5.00 each, and all
proceeds benefit NELCWIT’s
services for victims and sur-
vivors of domestic violence.
Tickets are available at NEL-
CWIT, 479 Main Street or the
Textile Company, 21 Power
Square, in Greenfield.

Barbara Drew-Rivera,
NELCWIT’s community pro-
grams director, said, “Thank
you to Sara Cohen of Shelburne
for organizing this raffle, and to
the Cummington Quilters
Quorum for donating the quilt.
A quilt represents how a com-
munity should be — pieced
together to stand the test of
time.”

On Saturday, May 14th, letter
carriers in more than 10,000
cities and towns across America
will deliver much more than
mail when they walk and drive
along their postal routes. They
also collect the goodness and
compassion of their postal cus-
tomers who participate in the
NALC Stamp Out Hunger
National Food Drive, the
largest one-day food drive in the
nation, and probably the world.

lncal Briefs

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

Carriers collect non-perishable
food donations left by mailbox-
es and in post offices, then
deliver the donations to local
community food banks, pantries
and shelters.

Led by letter carriers repre-
sented by the National
Association of Letter Carriers
(AFL-CIO), with the help of
rural letter carriers. postal
employees plus numerous vol-
unteers, the drive has resulted in
delivery of more than one bil-
lion pounds of donations to
community food banks and
pantries over the past 18 years.
Locally, the post offices of
Greenfield and Turners Falls
have helped replenish the
shelves of the Franklin Area
Survival Center in Turners Falls.
and the Center for Self Reliance,
in Greenfield.

Create a beautiful planter of
herbs, flowers, or vegetables to
enjoy all season long at the
Spring Planting Fling hosted by
Red Fire Farm, 184 Meadow
Road, in Montague Cenfer on
Mothers Day Sunday, May 8th,
at 1:00 p m. This should be great
fun, with a bit of afternoon tea to
enjoy alongside. The workshop
is open to everybody. For more
info, please visit www redfire-
farm.com

Reservations are being taken
for Live Owl Presentations at
the Great Falls Discovery

Center, 2 Avenue A, in Turners
Falls. The programs will be held
on Saturday, May 14th, at 10:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. The program
is free, but space is limited -
please call 413-863-3221 to
reserve a spot.

The Hampshire/Franklin
TRIAD program, Northwestern
District Attorney’s  Office,
Hampshire and Franklin County
Sheriff’s Department, local
police departments and a broad
range of community partners are
working with the Federal Drug
Enforcement Administration
(DEA) to mount a massive
Prescription Drug Take Back
Day, Saturday, April 30th, from
10:00 a m. to 2:00 p.m.

More than seven million
Americans currently abuse pre-
scription drugs, according to a
national survey by the
Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Administration. Every
day. some 2,500 teenagers use
prescription drugs to get high
for the first time. Locally, pre-
scription and non-prescription
medications can be dropped off
at the Deerfield Senior Center,
Franklin County Jail, Orange
Police Department or the
Montague Safety Complex.
The drop off is anonymous and
the pills can be in their original
containers.

The Erving town wide Tag
Sale will be held Saturday. April
30th, from 9:00 a m. to 3:00
pm. There are over 25 partici-
pants with maps available at
Erving businesses, town hall,
library and various tag sale loca-
tions

Send local briefs to: reporter-
local@montague-ma.net.

BY LISA DAVOL

TURNERS FALLS -
RiverCulture invites the commu-
nity to choose and fund Turners
Falls’ next public art project at
the Feast for the Arts on May 7th
at 6 p.m. at the Montague Elks
Lodge. For a mininmun donation
of $10, the public will have the
opportunity to vote on submitted
proposals to the Turners Falls

Producers Series, while enjoying
a fabulous meal provided by
local venues and enjoying music
from local musicians!

The evening will consist of a
cocktail hour with live music by
Caleb Wetherbee and Shag the
Band. followed by dinner and a
short presentation of proposals,
after which diners will be able to
informally discuss the ideas and
vote on their favorite public art
proposals. Votes will be tallied
by the end of the evening and a
winner announced. Dinner fees
will go directly to funding the
winning proposal.

One week before the dinner,
summaries of submitted propos-

als will be up on the
RiverCulture website. Tickets
and more information can be
found at www.turnersfallsriver-
cultwre.org. Sumumaries of the
proposals will also be available
at the dinner on the voting ballot.
The Montague Elks Lodge is
located at 1 Elks Ave, near the
comer of 7th and L Streets, in
Turners Falls.

Many thanks to Marge
Levenson, Nina Rossi, Jeff]
Singleton, Amy Podlenski,

Montague Elks and the many
volunteers and contributors who
are working to make this event
happen! More info at: 413-230-
9910.

Women’s Health Week

May 8th -14th is the
12th Annual Women’s Health Week.
Makhe your health a top priority!
The Women's Health Network at Franklin
County Home Care Corporation can help.
Please call: 413-773-5555 or 978-544-2259
or contact: info®@fchec.org for more info.

Antique Truck Show

The seventh annual show of the
Western Massachusetts Chapter
A.T.C.A. takes place on Sunday,
May 1st from 8:00 am. to 3:00
p.am., rain or shine, at Pelican
Products, 147 North Main Street
in South Deerfield. All trucks wel-
come, big or small — bring them
all. Free admission. For info call
Fred Chase at (413) 863-8634 or
Craig Gaudry at (413) 834-1677.

ERrRVING TOWN

WIDE TAG SALE

Saturday, April 30th
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Rain or Shine

Over 25 Parficipants

Maps available at Erving businesses,
town hall, library and various
tag sale participants

Gorrection
Erving Annual Town - (
Meeting — May 4th! &

Oops! Due to a reporting
error, the date of annual town
meeting in Erving was printed
incorrectly in the last issue. The
correct date is Wednesday, May
4th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting
will take place at the Erving
Elementary School.

4{({,’{!

Organic P!czm‘r
Sfor your Garden!

Get a_F mstand Membership
for 10% discount on everything
cess I‘u our NEW PYO

Ol I’)ejr ( :
504 Turners Falls Rd \Ia::mgm
www.redfirefarm.com

Wednesday May 4th 2:00 - 6:00 pm

Fresh in season local produce, perennials,
annuals, vegetable plants, crafts and
baked goods. The market is held every
Wednesday through October 26th.
Tr{x{s

The market is located at the corner of Avenue A
and 2nd Street in Turners Falls, next to the
Great Falls Discovery Center

For more information check out the Farmers’ Market
selection on Montaguema.net.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

* Paving

* Power Sweeping

It Figures!

Kate McGrath, MBA
Accountant

L) 411 MaN Roap, GiLL
. ”ﬁ OreN 7 Davs, 8 AM - 7 pM
: 4|5 -863-2297

WWW.UPINNGIL.COM

* Excavating
* Demolition ¢ Seal Coating
* Septic

* Landscaping

Turners Falls
413.772.2155
cell: 325.5596

413-768-9095

IRS-Approved Income Tax Preparer
Accountant Specializing in QuickBocks
Now accepting new tax clients

UPINNGIL,

Food You Need from the Land You Love

www.barlowpavingexcavating.com

QU

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT
Foreign and Domestic

Propane Route 2, Gill
Filling 863-4049 1-800-439_4049" [t
Station 8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)

N0 4l °4

P TNT PRODUCTIONS

A
g ?ﬁtf DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
ﬁ: X2
= |

We Know Entertainment
Steven Therien

413-522-6035
www.tntproj net

* Free Consultation

* State of the Art Sound

* Best Music for all Ages
| and Occasions

* Rental Karaoke System
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America Needs Single Payer

BY KAY TILLOW
LOUISVILLE, KY - More than
a year after President Barack
Obama signed the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act into law, our nation’s health
care delivery and coverage
remain the disgrace of the indus-
trialized world. There are more
than 50 million uninsured
Americans. Even if the health
care overhaul works as planned,
23 million Americans will still
lack health insurance in 2019.

The new norm is underinsur-
ance. About 40 percent of us go
without needed care because we
can’t afford it. The health care
law won’t change that, even
once it’s completely phased in.
Our plague of medical bankrupt-
cies will continue too.

For umions, bargaining for
health care is getting tougher as
employers demand cuts and shift
more costs to  workers.
Negotiations over better health
coverage will become almost
impossible when the excise tax
on health benefits begins in
2018.

Many who saw the reform
bill as “the best we could get”
are disappointed that support for
it hasn’t grown. The truth is that
most people agree on the reform
law. They love the parts that
block insurance companies from
denying coverage and care. They
hate the parts that give away our
tax dollars to insurance compa-
nies. They hate the mandate that
will force everyone to buy insur-
ance from the very companies
whose profit motive is the source
of most of our health care sys-
tem’s problems. They hate the
escalating costs of insurance and
care.

Only a single payer system
can bring us the parts we love
and do away with the parts we
hate. It would essentially expand
Medicare coverage to all
Americans, providing 100 per-
cent guaranteed coverage
regardless of employment status
or pre-existing conditions. That
may sound expensive, but it’s
not. The “potential savings on
paperwork, more than $400 bil-
lion per year, are enough to pro-
vide comprehensive coverage to
everyone without paying any
more than we already do.”
according to Physicians for a
National Health Program.
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Every pro-patient measure in
the law brings an ugly backlash
from insurance companies,
because they want to remain in
the driver’s seat. For example,
the act says children who have
been sick can’t be denied cover-
age. Insurers have responded by
refusing to sell child-only poli-
cies. The act says there must be
minimal standards of coverage.
Yet hundreds of companies have
obtained waivers after threaten-
ing to drop coverage altogether.

The legislation is designed to
expand Medicaid as the main
way for states to cover more
people. It prohibits states from
dumping people currently cov-
ered. Yet with state budgets in
crisis, Medicaid is under the
knife. Arizona plans on dumping
250,000. Many states propose
increasing patient co-pays, thus
damaging the ability of patients
to find doctors and fatally
undermining rural hospitals.

Some assert that healthcare
reform just isn’t working. Yet.
Give it 10 years, and all will be
fixed.

But our new health law is
anchored on the private insur-
ance industry—and that’s its
fatal flaw. The insurers inflict
enormous and unnecessary
administrative costs on our sys-
tem. This amounts to hundreds
of billions of dollars every year
and condemns us to spend about
double, per capita, what other
nations spend on health care.

Health care advocates must
move beyond the health care
reform law. Rep. John Conyers
(D-MI) has reintroduced H.R.
676. the Expanded and
Improved Medicare for All Act,
which would bring all medically
necessary care to everyone while
assuring choice of physician.
The bill is based on sound sin-
gle-payer policy and progressive
public fuinding.

If every other industrialized
nation can make health care a
human right, we can do it too.
Our challenge is to pass effective
legislation despite the powerful
private health insurance compa-
nies and other corporations
whose influence often trumps
democracy.

First, we must have a power-
ful movement. We can’t build it
around a shriveled dream. Only
single payer, with its bolder
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The Crops Aire Abrere

Here in Orkney, we are three
quarters of the way through with
lambing, almost finished with
calving, and the crops are just
beginning to appear in the fields.
It’s still cold here, but the days are
growing long.

They say here, “The crops aire
abrere!” which translates to, “The

wee plants are starting to poke
above the dirt!”” Or something
like that.

My aunt from Montague sent
me a whole stack of Monfague
Reporters she had saved for me.
I'm somewhat cured of my
homesickness. It’s amazing to me
how much my Scottish commu-

nity here has in common with my
much-missed community back
home! Indeed, it is a small and
beautiful world.

- Miichelle Spence
Beaquoy Farm
Dounby, Orkney
Scotland

Redistricting Works Best
if the Public Stays Involved

BY STAN ROSENBERG

(D) AMHERST - The state’s
redistricting process is now fully
underway and, as senate chair of
the special joint committee on
redistricting, I want to remind
everyone that public participation
in this effort is encouraged and
greatly desired by me and my
comumittee colleagues.

Toward that end, the commit-
tee has established an interactive
website —  www.malegisla-
ture.gov/redistricting — that we
believe will give the citizens of
the Commonwealth access to the
kind of information they will
need to be full participants in the
redrawing of our Congressional
districts and the districts for seats

promise of social justice, can
inspire that movement.

Kay Tillow is the coordinator
of the All Unions Committee for
Single Paver Health Care, which
builds union support for HR.
676. She lives in Louisville, KY.
This article first appearved in
Other Words.

U.S. Casualties
in Iraq and
Afghanistan

as of 4/27/11
US FORCES

Casualties in Irag

in the Massachusetts House of
Representatives and the
Massachusetts Senate. Historical
documents, maps, a search
engine that enables the public to
find their cuurent districts, links to
U.S. Census data, and informa-
tion on the laws governing the
redistricting process are just a
few of the items that can be found
on this website.

In addition, the website’s
“Contact the Committee™ feature
allows the public to submit ques-
tions, comments and documents
to committee members, thereby
ensuring that the public’s voice
will be heard throughout the
entire process. A calendar of all
upcoming public hearings — an
unprecedented 13 have been
scheduled thus far — and meetings
scheduled throughout the spring
and into the summer is also avail-
able on the website. Two more
public hearings will be held in
western Massachusetts: one at
Greenfield Community College
on Tuesday, May 31st, beginning
at 6 pm. and the second on
Saturday., June 11th at Pittsfield
town hall beginning at 10 a m.

On paper, the redistricting
committee’s task looks relatively
simple: We must draw a map that
leaves each of the state’s 40 sena-
tors with a district of about
164,000 people; each of the

We Welcome Your Lefiers!

Montague Reporter
58 4th St Turners, 01376
reporter@montaguema.net

state’s 160 representatives with a
district of about 41,000 people;
and nine Congressional districts
each with as close to 727,514
people as reasonably possible. All
this must be done in time for the
2012 elections.

It may sound simple, but this
time the process is complicated
by the fact that Massachusetts is
not growing as quickly as other
parts of the nation and therefore
must lose ome of its 10
Congressional seats. The com-
mittee will work hard to config-
ure districts in such a way so that
voters will have a fair opportuni-
ty to elect Congressional and
state representatives and state
senators of their choice. There are
also constitutional requirements,
federal and state court rulings,
and the Voting Rights Act that
dictate how districts can be creat-
ed. The process must also address
local and regional interests, infor-
mation that committee members
might not have unless the citizens
of the Commonwealth joinus ina
spirit of partnership. No one. not
even those of us on the commit-
tee. can say at this early stage
how the nine new Congressional
districts will be redrawn.

When the members of the leg-
islature chose to have redistrict-
ing performed by a legislative
commuittee, instead of a so-called
independent commission, we
opted to keep it in the hands of
people who are held accountable
by the political process every two
years. If voters are dissatisfied
with our results, it will show at
the polls, a powerful incentive to

see REDISTRICTING pg 5
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Su

port Sensible Reform on

Public Employee Health Care

BY JEFF SINGLETON

BOSTON - The Massachusetts
House of Representatives voted
111-42 on Tuesday. April 27th,
to take major decisions about
public employee health care out
of the collective bargaining
process. The vote came after
House leaders agreed to add a
30-day negotiating window for
local governments to try to
reach agreement on changes to
employee health plans with
unions, and to give back 20% of
savings resulting from any
changes in health plans to
employees. Although I disagree
with the last provision, this vote
is a tremendous breakthrough in
the direction of common sense,
fairness and fiscal sanity.

Health care is the biggest
budget buster for local govern-
ments. Spiraling health care
costs are certainly not caused by
public employees or their
unions. But dealing with the
problem at the bargaining table
is unworkable.

Local officials spend endless
hours bickering over health care
plan design (co-payments and
deductibles) as well as what
health care group should be cho-
sen. Viable organizations in the
public and private sector simply
do not give employees veto
power over these decisions. The
vast majority of taxpayers who
fund local government do not
have this so-called right. Neither
do state employees.

It also needs to be stressed
that bargaining health care
inevitably leads too unafford-
able wage and benefit increases.
This means that employees —
generally at the lower end of the
wage and seniority scale - are
laid off. So in effect, bargaining
health care costs employee jobs.
Despite this fact, union leader-
ship has attacked all efforts to
bring some sanity to the process
as anti-labor.

The rhetoric is, predictably,
over the top: “It’s clearly union
busting. It looks just like
Wisconsin to me. It looks just
like Ohio to me. It looks just like
Indiana to me. I am profoundly
disappointed in every Democrat
who voted to do away with col-
lective balzammg here in
Massachusetts,” said Robert
Haynes, president of the
Massachusetts AFL-CIO.

Such comments reflect the
extremism of the state union
leadership, whose behavior bor-
ders on bullying. The proposed
reforms are not an attempt to
eliminate unions, as the
Republican Party’s proposal in
Wisconsin clearly intends to do.
The Massachusetts reforms do
not “do away with collective
bargaining.” No one would have
proposed these measures if the
current system of collective bar-
gaining was working.

This legislation is not coming
from Wisconsin or Indiana but
from the direct experience of

local officials trying to control

health care costs here in
Massachusetts. The
Massachusetts Municipal

Association has advocated such
reforms for a number of years,
well before the Wisconsin con-
troversy erupted. Most munici-
pal organizations and the gover-
nor himself have supported lim-
its on health care bargaining, as
exist at the state level.

Even the Gill-Montague
school committee voted to sup-
port legislative changes in this
area. This is partly the result of
our recent experience trying to
negotiate a small, phased
increase of the employee share
of health benefits from 10% to
20%. School committee mem-
bers proposing the shift were
treated as if we were health
insurance company CEOs rak-
ing in the profits.

If the union leadership wants
Wisconsin to come to
Massachusetts I would suggest
that they continue to work as
hard as they can to block com-
mon sense reform. The rest of us
should contact our state senators
to support this legislation, which
is long overdue.

Jeff Singleton is a member of
the Gill-Montague Regional
School Committee. The opinions
expressed here are his own, and
do not necessarily reflect those
of other members of the school
committee

Dealing with Apostles
and Irrevocable Policies

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL - A few years ago, I began
refusing to take “No” for an
answer when a company would
not honor a claim after the guar-
antee period was over, or when a
check would not be replaced after
the expiration date.

For a time, whenever I bought
a Hood’s Cottage Cheese with
Pineapple, it had bits of woody
core masquerading as pineapple. I
called Hood. They sent me sever-
al coupons for free cottage
cheese. A couple of weeks later, I
picked up a tub of Hood’s
Cottage Cheese. Surprise, sur-
prise. It had chunks of real
pineapple in it.

I once wrote a letter for my
brother. His kitchen stove’s bumn-
ers and oven would come on all
by themselves, sometimes during
the night. He’d received the same,
“Sorry. it’s out of warrantee.”
response. After I wrote the letter,
a repairman came fo replace
everything but the shell of the
stove. I wrote another letter about
my brother’s malfunctioning
washer with similar results. There
isn’t space to recount all of the
other encounters I have had with
company ‘policy.’

Not long ago, I ran across a
$50 credit card rewards check I
hadn’t cashed. At the bank, the
teller said the check had expired.
He called credit card services ask-
ing for a replacement. to no avail,
even after speaking with a super-
visor.

REDISTRICT from 4

do our job well. An independent
commission, with members
appointed by elected officials,
would not have negated the polit-
ical nature of redistricting, but
merely removed from voters the
power to express directly any dis-
pleasure with an unsatisfactory
result.

Independent does not neces-
sarily mean freedom from partial-
ity, or freedom from political
influence. Nor does an independ-
ent commission necessarily mean
a better map.

According to information pro-
vided by the National Conference

of State Legislatures, of the 13
independent commissions in
2000 responsible for drawing the
initial map for their states, nine,
or 69 percent, were challenged in
court.

Legislative committees, on the
other hand, fared better. Of the 37
state legislative committees, 19,
or 51 percent, were challenged in
cout.

It’s important to note that the
plan crafted by the Massachusetts
Senate in 2000, when I also
served as committee chairman,
was not challenged in court. In
fact, documents submitted to the
Massachusetts Federal District

Court held up the Senate’s
process as an example of how to
reach out effectively to the public
and incorporate disparate voices.

Redistricting is a complicated
process, and as long as human
beings are in charge, whether as
members of a legislative commit-
tee or an outside commission, it
will be an imperfect process. A
flawless result cannot be guaran-
teed by anyone. But what is guar-
anteed is that an outside commis-
sion would remove from the
process the countervailing force
of direct voter scrutiny, some-
thing my colleagues and L as
elected public servants, under-

stand very well and feel every
day.

Direct accountability and
direct access: this is what the leg-
islature’s special joint committee
on redistricting is working hard
to achieve. My colleagues and 1
encourage everyone to learn
about the process and share their
thoughts with us.

Stfate senator Stan Rosenberg
(D-Amherst) is President Pro
Tem of the Massachusetts
Senate and Senate
chairman of the spe-
cial joint committee Wa
on redistricting. —

“They said they were soiry,”
the teller told me. “Because the
expiration date had gone by,
there’s nothing that can be done. I
tried to get them to credit the
points to your account, but their
policy wouldn’t let them do that
either. Here’s the phone number;
you're welcome to try it yourself,
but I doubt it will do any good.”

He was right. The person
answering the phone gave me the
same ‘policy’ pap. So did the
supervisor. “Goodbye,” she said
at the end. sounding a bit smug.
“Have a wonderful day.”

Next moming, I had a brain-
storm, and I called again. This
time Ezekiel answered. I asked
him to spell his name. He did,
mforming me that Ezekiel is a
Biblical name, m a reverent tone,
perhaps to impress me that he
perhaps was on a first name basis
with the Lord. But he wouldn’t
give his last name.

Ezekiel, alas, was also sorry —
policy and all that.

“No, no, don’t be sorry,” I
said. “That’s perfect. I'm a jour-
nalist and this is worth a whole lot
more as a story. I’'m going to the
courthouse with a photographer
and file against your company in
small claims court. We’ll docu-
ment the whole thing, photos and
all. But I need more info. How
many of these expired checks do
you deny each month?”

There was long silence, except
for the sound of wheels turning in
Ezekiel’'s head. Soon, Ezekiel
said in a barely audible voice,
“Can you hold a minute?”

Soothing music played for a
few minutes. Ezekiel came back
on. “What is the check mumber?”
he meekly asked. I read it off.

“Your points have been credit-
ed back to your account and
you’ll be getting a replacement
check within a week. Is there any-
thing else I can help you with?”

“No. but I must admit I’m dis-
appointed. I was looking forward
to going to small claims court,
documenting the whole thing,
and selling the article.”

“Well, have a nice day,” the
prophet Ezekiel said, without
mentioning ‘policy’ again.
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Great Falls Farmers Market

Edie Bourbean and Bob Johnson help

customer

at last year’s Great Falls Farmers Market

BY MATTHEW SMALL
What’s better than the offi-
cial start of spring? The
start of the farmers market
season!

The Montague select-
board voted on Monday to
approve the opening of the
Great Falls  Farmers
Market, on Wednesday,
May 4th. The market will
take place every
Wednesday afternoon
through October 26th, from
2 p.m. to 6 p m., on the cor-
ner of Avenue A and 2nd
Street. Residents and visi-
tors can look forward to
local produce peddled by a
variety of vendors. Market
coordinator Don Clegg
reported that although there
had been some delay in
obtaining the needed insur-
ance this year, he had
received a letter from the
Montague Economic
Development and
Industrial Corporation
(which owns the land in
front of the former
Cumberland Farms build-
ing where the market takes
place) at the last minute
confirming that coverage
would be secured.

Clegg said the market
has already confirmed ten
vendors, and two commu-
nity groups to kick off the
season. New vendors are
welcomed to call: 413-336-
3648.

Have you wondered
where the signs all over
town offering statistics like
“99% of us think it’s

important to meet our
teen’s closest friends”
come from? Those signs
are the products of the
social norm marketing
campaigns launched by the
Gill-Montague Community
School Partnership
(GMCSP).

Kara McLaughlin, who
coordinates the teen health
project for the GMCSP,
gave a presentation to the
selectboard on the
Partnership’s  work, in
hopes of paving the way for
future collaboration.

GMCSP is a group of
organizations  including
schools, agencies and busi-
nesses that formed several
years ago in response to a
perceived rise in youth vio-
lence and substance abuse.
The coalition promotes
positive social behavior by
providing support for
school-based programs like
peer mediation at Great
Falls Middle School and
Montague Elementary
School. The group’s focus
is not solely on what goes
on inside the schools,
McLaughlin explained.

The GMCSP reaches
out into the real lives of the
region’s youth by focusing
on bridging the gap
between in-school and out-
of-school activities, she
said.

GMCSP is dedicated to
nurturing the families of
the Gill-Montague region
by promoting healthy deci-
sion making, working to

Granted Permit — Opening May 4th

fight substance abuse and
youth violence, and they do
it all while maintaining a
focus on respect for and
appreciation of diversity.
Talk about your local
heroes!

Chris Boutwell com-
mented that any organiza-
tion working to decrease
substance abuse and vio-
lence among youth is to be
commended. There
seemed to be agreement
from all board members
that the town would be
interested in exploring the
possibilities of working
together with the
Partnership in the future,
and the board suggested the
GMCSP look into the pos-
sible use of block grant
funds.

The selectboard
reviewed and approved a
map showing an updated
version of the proposed
reduction of  voting
precincts in Montague
from six to three. The map
was edited to address con-
cerns expressed by resi-
dents of Millers Falls and
Lake Pleasant that a previ-
ous version of the map
would have divided those
villages in two for voting
and representation on town
meeting. The new map,
which reflects 2010 popu-
lation changes, ensures that
the entirety of Millers Falls
and Lake Pleasant will be
included with Montague
Center in the newly
redrawn Precinct 1. Voters
in that precinct will vote at
the Montague Center fire
station, while voters on the
Hill and Montague City
will vote at the Hillcrest
School, and voters in
downtown Turners and the
Patch will vote at town hall.

Election day is fast
approaching, and the
town’s election warrant
was read and approved. On
May 16th from 7 a.m. to 7
p m., polls will be open for
the election of candidates

see MONTAGUE pg 15
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Arbor Day Celebrated in Gill

BY DAVID DETMOLD
Bring a pine cone, three
different  species  of
leaves, one stick (the size
of your femur) some
white birch bark (prefer-
ably found on the
ground), and a branch in
the shape of a ‘Y’ to the
Gill town hall between 6
and 7 p.m. on April 29th,
and you may win a prize.

No, the tax collector
has not agreed to hold
special hours and accept
payment in kind. It’s
Arbor Day, and agricul-
tural commission chair
Steve Damon will cele-
brate with a scavenger
hunt featuring these easy
to find silvicultural mate-
rials.

The selectboard on
Monday granted the irre-
pressible Damon permis-
sion to use town hall for
the occasion. Scavenger
hunt winners will be able
to claim a prize at the
Wagon Wheel restaurant,
Damon said.

Anyone wishing to get
in touch with Damon may
now do so at a new email
address:  agcom@gill-
mass.org.

In other news, the
selectboard will look into
the problem of a sul-
phurous smell coming
from the sink in the prin-
cipal’s office in the Gill
Elementary School. The
smell, which is also evi-
dent in a sink in the boy’s
room, arises from an
unknown source when the
cold water taps in either
of those sinks is turned
on. No reports of boys
losing a frog or other
small animal near any of
the plumbing fixtures has
reached the selectboard;
the town is awaiting tests
of the school’s water sys-
tem to determine next
steps.

Once again, Munns
Ferry Road resident Alex
Urgiel has been awarded
the bid to mow lawns at
municipal buildings in

town. Urgiel will receive
$355 to mow the grass at
the town garage, the
sewer pump station in
Riverside, the Riverside
Municipal Building, the
town hall and common,
the library and the ball
field in  Riverside.
Cemetery mowing is con-
tracted separately; no
word on whether Skeezy
and Daniel Flagg are still
allowing their Nubian
goats to help mow the
North Cemetery, which is
on a wicked slope.

The selectboard acted
on behalf of a request by
the zoning board, and
asked the planning board
to hold a hearing on a pro-
posal to allow signs in
town to exceed the 10 foot
maximum limit by special
permit. The town’s sign
bylaw does not presently
allow for signs higher
than 10 feet without a
variance, difficult to get.
As it happens, Northfield

see GILL pg 15

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTROARD
Hearing Held on
Drive-Through Business Bylaw

BY KATIE NOLAN -
The annual town meeting
will be held Wednesday,
May 4th at 7 p.m. at the
Erving Elementary
School. The date was
reported incorrectly in last
week’s Erving selectboard
notes.

At the April 25th meet-
ing, planning board chair
William Morris reported
to the selectboard about
the public hearing on the
proposed zoning bylaw
change to allow drive-
through businesses by
special permit in town.
That hearing was held
April 12th. According to
Morris, there was strong
support at the hearing for
the proposed zoning
change, but also several
dissenters. The proposed
drive-through business
bylaw will be considered

at the annual town meet-
ing on May 4th.

Morris told the select-
board the planning board
is also discussing zoning
bylaws regarding adult
entertainment businesses.
Currently, Erving zoning
bylaws do not mention
adult entertainment.
Morris said that the state
attorney general has rec-
ommended  regulating
adult entertainment busi-
nesses either using an
overlay district (a certain
part of the commercial
zone where adult enter-
tainment businesses are
allowed) or a non-overlay
regulation (adult enter-
tainment businesses
would be required to be at
least 500 feet from certain
other uses, such as
churches, schools, or rural
residential  properties).

Morris said the planning
board was leaning toward
creating an overlay dis-
trict for the Route 2 corri-
dor to deal with adult
entertainment.

Laura Herbert of the
conservation commission
showed the selectboard a
sign prepared by the com-
mission for the Old State
Road conservation area.
The sign, designed by
Harry Sharbaugh, gives
simple rules for use of the
area (stay on marked
trails) and provides a trail
map.

Herbert said the com-
mission will mount a sign
at each entrance to the
conservation area. The
signs will be temporary,
because they show only
one trail, and a second

see ERVING pg 15

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer
CiEck ENGINE LigHT EXPERTS
uU-HAUL

¢ Homemade Icecream
* Daily Specials

e Fresh Salads

* Delicious Burgers

l.ove 1t!

G GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK

Linda Ackerman

195 Avenue A, Turners Falls
413-8632-4316
www.greenfieldsavings.com
Mambsr FDIC & Membar DIF

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

7 days a week
Route 2, Gill - 413-863-8210

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER

PoLISH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:30 AM—-3:00 PM Daily - Closed Sundays

Boston Globe States:

TELE: (413) 772-8862

409 DEERFIELD STREET » GREENFIELD

Dealer in used

E D L Home Furnishings

SMALL FURNITURE = COLLECTIBLER » DECORATIVES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

Leslie Matilainen, LMHC
Holistic Psychotherapy
creative & expressive

techniques

=
children, adults, families, groups

; featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Bes! Polish Food this (508) 451.2403 | Make Cookery Figurines End Tables
side of Krakow! 1°°a_tedlgy§:;”gg‘g‘gl; Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week

24 French King Hwy @ TF Bridge

863-9991 GOOD USED USABLES

on Facebook




April 28, 2011

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

NOTES FROM THE GILL-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Budget Compact Already
Showing Signs of Wear

BY ELLEN

BLANCHETTE - A
level funded operating
budget of $16,408,162 for
the Gill-Montague district
schools for FY"12 will be
presented to Montague
town meeting on May 7th.

The budget amount
and the assessments to the
towns were established in
the so-called compact
agreed to by the member
towns, the school district
and the state.

Superintendent Carl
Ladd told the school com-
mittee at their meeting on
Tuesday night that a
reduction in the state’s
contribution to the district
caused a shortfall in the
budget of $95,000. The
Montague finance com-
mittee and selectboard are
recommending that the
town of Montague cover
their share of the shortfall
out of the town’s stabi-
lization fund.

The assessments of
$9.541.599 for Montague
and $1.748.999 for Gill
detailed in the compact
agreement were based on
an assumption of the state
increasing Chapter 70
state aid for FY 12 by
2%. But considering the
state deficit, legislators
have only been able to
forecast a .5% increase in
state aid to the district,
causing the shortfall.

Montague finance
chair John Hanold said,
“We calculated what we
thought an affordable
assessment would be for
Montague. The GMRSD
is asking for about
$97.000 more than that.”

Hanold  said  the
finance committee and
selectboard had recom-
mended bridging that gap
from stabilization, “with a
certain amount of heart-
burn,” in part due to a
recognition that a period
of adjustment would be
needed to meet the com-
pact’s five year budget

goals.

“But the school district
has definitely done what
they said they were going
to do. They brought in a
level funded budget. We
have a lot of respect for
what Carl Ladd has done,
and the school committee
has backed him,” on the
budget. Hanold added,
“We are certainly disap-
pointed that the state has
not,” met their goal in the
compact agreement.

Gill town administrator
Ray Purington said Gill is
looking at an $18.238
increase from last year’s
assessment total. but
some of that is due to an
uptick in the percentage
of Gill’s share of student
population in district
schools, from 14.8% to
15% in FY'12. Gill fared
well in the budget deal
worked out last year
between the towns and the
district, and was able to
squirrel away $38.121 in
funds approved at town
meeting but not needed to
meet the assessment in a
special education stabi-
lization fund. Purington
said the selectboard and
the finance committee
would be examining how
much to draw down that
account to meet this
year’s assessment.

Ladd expressed his
appreciation towards the
town of Montague for
being willing to step in
and fill the $95,000 budg-
et gap in FY'12, and
pointed to the positive
change in the budget
process since the compact
had been agreed upon.

Turners Falls High
School principal Donna
Fitzpatrick introduced Dr.
Darius Greenbacher, a
sports medicine specialist
in head injuries and con-
cussion currently practic-
ing at Franklin Medical
Center. He spoke to the
school committee about
safeguards to protect stu-

dent athletes. He
described symptoms of a
concussion, and some of
the new techniques being
used to establish when it
is safe for an injured ath-
lete to return to normal
activities, including when
to go back to participating

in sports.
Greenbacher said sport
medicine has learned

more about concussions
as they have become a
focus of attention. He
described the most com-

mon symptoms -
headaches. dizziness,
nausea, plus problems

with memory and bal-
ance. The treatment is
rest, but not just physical
rest. He explained that a
concussion causes an
imbalance in brain chem-
istry that can only be
healed with total rest,
including rest from aca-
demic activity.

Greenbacher said it is
fairly easy to tell in the
first few days after an
mjury if a person is suf-
fering from a concussion,
but since self-reporting is
the basis of establishing
whether the student is
healthy enough to return
to normal activities, accu-
racy in diagnosis has been
a problem. A new com-
puter program has been
developed with a series of
markers to determine
whether a student is func-
tioning normally prior to
clearing them for return to
academic and physical
activities. Greenbacher
has established a mini-
sports clinic at Greenfield
High School where he
uses this computer pro-
gram to aid in the evalua-
tion of student athletes
around head injuries and
concussion.

In response to ques-
tions from the school
committee members,
Greenbacher said it is eas-
ier to get a concussion at a

see SCHOOL pg 16

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Elementary Regionalization
under Renewed Consideration

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
The Leverett selectboard
attended a meeting on
April 21st in Shutesbury,
called by the Shutesbury
Education Study
Committee, which senator
Stan Rosenberg and repre-

sentative  Steve Kulik
attended. The meeting
looked at options for

regionalizing the Leverett,
Shutesbury and Pelham
elementary schools.
According to Leverett
School Committee chair
Farhsid Hajir, who was
briefed on the meeting but
did not attend, the options
under consideration

include organizing an ele-
mentary region with its
own superintendent and
central office separate from
U-28, the elementary union
Shutesbury and Leverett
now share with Erving,
Wendell and New Salem or
perhaps organizing a
region between the three
towns and have the new
region become a member
of U-28. Alternatively, the
new region could seek to
become a member of the
Ambherst-Pelham regional
school district. Yet another
possibility would have the
new region contract for
services, including the

services of superintendent,
from  Ambherst-Pelham.
The latter option seemed to
enjoy considerable support
from those present in the
room.

If the three towns and
school committees agree to
pursue a new elementary
school region, it could only
be done with the approval
of the Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education. The problem of
what would happen to the
remaining towns in U-28 -
Erving, New Salem and
Wendell - would be pre-
sumably be a concem for

see LEVERETT pg 16

Annual Town Meeting to
Consider 26 Warrent Articles

BY DAVID DETMOLD
LEVERETT - A race
between Oran Kaufman
and Larry Farber may be
shaping up at the last
minute for town moderator
in Leverett. Both have
expressed interest in 1mn-
ning for the position, which
is being vacated by Gary
Gruber, who will handle
the proceedings one more
time this Saturday, April
30th, when annual town
meeting convenes at the
elementary school at 9:00
a.m. to consider a 26 article
warrant.

Leverett is the last town
in the Commonwealth to
handle annual town elec-
tions by nomination from
town meeting floor. The
post of moderator is, so far,
the only one where more
than one person has
expressed an interest in
running, and if both candi-
dates do stand for nomina-
tion, the election will be
handled by paper ballot
during the first half of the
meeting, with the ballots
counted during the lunch
break and the winner
announced in the after-
noon. Will the moderator’s
gavel then change hands

for the remainder of the
day? We shall see.

Rich Brazeau is running
for another three year term
on the selectboard, but he
declined to make any
speeches at a sparsely
attended candidates night
at town hall on April 5th.
No candidate has come for-
ward as yet interested in
taking the three year seat
on the school committee
being vacated by Aaron
Samoza.

On the town meeting
warrant are a $5.1 million
operating budget for the
town and schools, a
$375.000 fire truck, a
$31.000 police cruiser,
$11.492 for a new kitchen
hood for the elementary
school, $9.397 for a new
server for the elementary
school, and an article seek-
ing to establish a Leverett
Peace Committee.

Other articles will set
aside $89.000 from free
cash to the town’s stabi-
lization fund. put $30,000
from stabilization into a
trust fund to begin to
address the town’s future
retiree health benefits, and
allocate $150,000 from
Community Preservation

Committee funds toward
renovation of the town hall.

The town will be asked
to authorize the aggrega-
tion of electricity supply to
residents under  the
Hampshire Council of
Governments, a possible
cost savings for con-
sumers, and also to vote
for a second time to estab-
lish a municipal lighting
plant, as a prefatory move
to allow for the delivery of
last mile internet connec-
tions to town residents,
under the Wired West
municipal coop, or some
other model.

The operating budget is
based on level funding for
most departments, with a
1.5% cost of living adjust-
ment for town employees
and an unspecified marker
for school employees
whose contract is presently
being negotiated. State aid
to the town has dropped
$35.000 from last year.
The FY’12 budget is
approximately  $76,000
higher than last year’s
amount, a 1.5% increase.
That amount is roughly
equal to the town’s antici-
pated new growth for
FY12 ($75.000).
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Races for Planning Board and Board of Health on Wendell Election Ballot

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Wendell voters will face a num-
ber of contested races in the
Monday, May 2nd town elec-
tions, including a race for town
clerk, a race for a three year posi-
tion on the highway commission,
a write in candidate challenging
the nominee for a one year term
on the Wendell school commit-
tee, and a write-in candidate chal-
lenging the incumbent for a three
year term on the board of health.
Marianne Sundell — Planning
Board, 5 Years

Also on the ballot, for a five
year term on the planning board,
is Marianne Sundell, who is
being challenged by incumbent
planning board member Deirdre
Cabral, of 210 Lockes Village
Road. running as a write-in can-
didate.

Sundell said. “I enjoyed being
on the planning board before — in
the late 90s.” She served as the
rep to the regional planning board
and stayed on in that role for nine
years. then became chair of
Wendell’s open space committee,
a post she has filled for the last

four years.

Sundell has a degree in plan-
ning from University Without
Walls, studied land use journal-
ism, took para-legal courses at
Mount Wachusett, and recently
completed a conflict mediation
program at Woodbury College in
Montpelier. She said she finds
this course of studies has allowed
her to develop a “useful skill set
for planning. My strengths are in
consensus decision making
around environmental issues.”

If elected to the planning
board, Sundell said she is inter-
ested in working with the “cut-
ting edge” conservation develop-
ment bylaws recently approved
by town meeting. “These bylaws
are a different than anything
that’s been done; I'm interested
in working with them and seeing
how they play out.”

Sundell, who coordinated the
recent updating of the town’s
open space plan, said, “When
you do a master plan, the first
thing you do is an open space
plan. You need to think about
what’s precious before going on

to anything like where to plan for
housing and development. I'm
interested in building on that.”

If elected to the planning
board, Sundell said, “TI’'m inter-
ested in trying fo get a lot of com-
munity input,” and said she
would seek creative ways to gath-
er broad input on planning initia-
tives.

“We've been moving toward
overhauling the subdivision regu-
lations. That’s an administrative
matter, and does not go through
town meeting.” Sundell said
updating the subdivision regula-
tions to work in harmony with the
new conservation development
bylaws is an important next step.
“If you have an antiquated subdi-
vision regulation that insists you
lock the land up into little blocks
—unless you overhaul it in a way
that encourages clustering you're
going to have a much heavier
footprint than you might want.”

Sundell recalled her previous
time on the planning board, when
the town approved a cell phone
tower bylaw, and said Wendell
also needed to get a windmill

bylaw in place. She said another
major concern will be what
becomes of the former Lake
Grove School. “If somebody
comes along with a proposal,
we’ll have to deal with that.”

She added, “One thing I do
think is really important for any
kind of proposal, including
bylaws, is to make sure that when
we craft proposals, they address
the concerns of many Wendell
residents. and try to find consen-
sus. [ want that unanimous vote at
town meeting that means every-
body is comfortable.”
Deirdre Cabral, Write-in for
Planning Board, Five Years

“After serving two five-year
terms, I was thinking of stepping
down.” said Deirdre Cabral, “but
I didn’t get as much completed
this winter as I had hoped.” She
said she feels a particular respon-
sibility to put the newly approved
conservation development
bylaws “on a good footing for
implementation, as presented at
town meeting.”

Cabral, who looks back on the
accomplishment of passing new

bylaws on conservation develop-
ment and on common driveways
as major accomplishments of the
planning board in recent years,
said she changed her mind and
decided to run again as a write-in
candidate because, “I’'m simply
part of a team. and with the sub-
division regulations™ presently
under review, “I feel a little bit
more responsibility. I wanted to
at least see those parts through.
The other thing I bring is a
demonstrated ability to work
with other people on the planning
board, and with people who come
to the planning board with ques-
tions and concerns.”

Asked whether she foresaw
serving a full five years if she is
re-elected on May 2nd., Cabral
said, “Honestly, no, I don’t. I'm
not sure I have that in me.” But
she said once the tasks she is
presently working on with the
board are complete, and the new
bylaws implemented successful-
ly. it would be a better time to
hand off the vacancy to a new
member.

see RACES pg 12

Spending, Management Issues
in Road Commission Contest

BY JONATHAN von RANSON
WENDELL — One of the five
races on the ballot for Monday’s
election impacts the highway
department, the department that
commands the largest budget out-
side of schools. Richard Mackey
of 17 Farley Road. a former ele-
vator constructor and current
member of the cemetery commis-
sion, is challenging William
Clough, the incumbent, of 95
Montague Road, for a three-year
seat on the Wendell road com-
mission.

Mackey said he’s running
because he wants to change the
management style he saw in the
highway department under road
boss David Bock., who recently
resigned. He said he’d brought
complaints about Bock, “which
seemingly were not addressed.”
He also said he’d work harder to
reduce expenditures, criticizing a
recent road cominission request
for a $75.000 chipper.

“Some [highway department]
equipment needs repair,” Mackey
added. “Last I knew the grader
wouldn’t pass inspection. It lost
its hydraulic pump out in front of
my house.”

Clough, 61,
who’s been a
commissioner
since “three or four years before
Danny (Bacigalupo, the previous
road boss) passed away™ in 2008,
said for his part he’d like to con-
tinue the planning and oversight
work he’s been doing.

About the issue of manage-
ment style he said, “T think we
managed [Bock] pretty well. He
could get a little uppity some-
times, but there’s a lot of pressure
in the job. As far as I know his
management of his crew was
fine.” Bock’s resignation, he

JONATHAN VON RANSON PHOTOS

Richard Mackey
added, without further elabora-
tion, “was his own doing.”
Clough said the highway
crew, “can come to any one of us;
we’'re always willing and able to
help them out to the best of our
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ability.” He said his experience,
“kind of helps out when they run
into a problem there.”

On Mackey’s criticism of the
chipper request, Clough called
back to contest the $75.000 fig-
ure. “T think you’ll find it was for
$35.000.” he said. [Town admin-
istrative assistant Nancy Aldrich
said the most recent request was
for $30,000. An earlier one was
for $40,000.]

“We could use a chipper. no
doubt about that,” said Clough.
We’ve got brush still on the side
of road from the (2006) tornado.
When you rent a chipper for two
or three weeks, you might as well
buy one and have our own.
We’ve got to have something that
will take at least a six inch log.”

Clough said the equipment is
in good shape, other than the one-
ton truck. “That’s in pretty bad
shape.” The problem with the
grader, he said, “has all been
taken care of, down at Mr.
Stone’s in Montague. That’s part
of what we do.”

Clough is currently serving on
a hiring committee with Jeoff
Pooser from the selectboard and
Phil Delorey. building inspector,
to hire a new road boss. (He
reported that four applications
had been taken out, but “nothing
had tumed up” as of the last
meeting. At the next meeting, on
May 5th, “hopefully we’ll have
some applications.” he said.)

Clough said he got onto the
commission when a previous
commissioner resigned. “T was
retired after 30 years with the
Montague highway department.”
he said, “six as foreman,” and, “I
ran all the equipment — every-
thing they had down there.” He
said he keeps his licenses current

and “in case of an emergency, I
could go down and help out.”
Mackey said of his own quali-
fications to be road commission-
er, “T"'ve got significant engineer-
ing skills. I've got a college
degree. I was in the military. I've
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Bill Clough

managed small businesses now
and then. I have a pretty dam
good understanding of what
needs to be done as far as being
on the road commission.”

Mackey noted [road commis-
sion chair] “Harry Williston is the
only one I ever see at town meet-
ing,” and, even then, “I noticed
when funds were being request-
ed, no one showed up,” to explain
the request. Mr. Gifford I've
never even seen in town, only at
road commission meetings. I'm
not sure if they don’t care enough
to be at town meeting.”

Clough responded, “With the
job I have now. working for a
moving company, sometimes I’'m
on the road. it makes it hard to get
to meetings. I make every one
that I can possibly make.”

Mackey said he believes “the
management style of the highway
department has been rather divi-
sive. I'd try to create conditions
that are conducive to getting
work done and keeping the men
happy. When I say divisive, I

mean changing lunch hours,
micromanaging their work, etc.

“The David Bock issue was a
debacle” Mackey added. He’d
presented complaints about Bock
to the commissioners, related to
what he perceived as the former
highway boss’s “anger, frustra-
tion, being self-absorbed.” Asked
if Bock did a good job, he
answered. “Maybe in terms of
laying a lot of pavement or back-
hoe work, but in terms of man-
agement of people. he had no
skills at all.”

Now, he said, “there are peo-
ple who think I'm running as ref-
ribution against David, but when
he resigned I could have said,
‘Naw, I just don’t want to run.’
But I didn’t. I'm running to look
at fiscal responsibility.”
Elaborating on his concern about
the chipper request. “I can see
some utility to a chipper for the
town,” he said, “but not the big
machine they were asking for...
unless they’re going to start har-
vesting the town forests.”

He said he caught “some talk
about expanding the floor space
of the highway garage with a sec-
ond level, and a covered deck out
the back. I only caught part of a
conversation. But expenses like
this would come out of the town
budget... I"d rather see the tax
rates go down, drastically.”

In his interview Clough said
he thought, “The town garage is
big enough.”

Mackey has been in town
since 2005. “After the tornado (in
2006),” he said, “T asked Anny
Hartjens what I could do to help.
She suggested the cemetery com-
mission. I checked with Danny,
and then got appointed. I've been
on it since then.”
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ELEVEN WAYS TO WALK

BY P.H.CROSBY - After a
long, bleak and tedious winter--
no, that’s not a fair way to start.
It was a winter rich in cold and
sun and snow, just like a winter
should be. But after a long,
bleak and tedious journey
through that winter, I found the
weather turning and I began to
walk.

There are eleven ways to
walk from my home in Gill, 1
have discovered. If 1 average
three to four walks a week, that
means I can go three weeks or
more without retracing my
steps. or at least many of them.

Fifteen minutes out, fifteen
minutes in. Seems like every-
one’s life, no matter how busy,
should be able to fit in that much
exercise each day. right? I walk
hard on the way out, often in the
dark or near dark. around 5:45 or
6 am. these days. On the walk
out, I get the ‘shoulds’ out of the
way - SWillg my arms, pump my
legs, push my lungs. On the way
back, I take my time. That’s
when I see things. Not dramatic
things. really: at least not often.
Small things. Tender things.

My neighbor says she is hun-
gry for green. Just a few shoots
of something from the ground or
a hazy spray on a limb. That will
come soon enough. In the mean-
time, I don’t mind the pale,
bleached look of everything -
the early gray sky meeting gray-
brown trees standing in brown-

and-hay-colored earth. It’s like
an ashen veil about to come off
the face of a woman quietly
exiting church in the 50s, when
women wore such things.
Underneath is the warm, friend-
ly face of your mother.

The poet Theodore Roethke
describes this stage of spring
like this:

..I can hear, underground,
that sucking and sobbing,

In my veins, in my bones I
feel it,--

The small waters seeping
upward,

The tight grains parting at
last...

(from Cuttings, later)

‘Walk Number I is east on
Center Road and then north on
Ben Hale, one of Gill's few
unpaved roads. In fifteen min-
utes, if I really work at it, I can
get to the brow of a small hill
where I can just spot Sudbury
Nurseries. And that’s a nice
place to be because there’s an
animal crossing there: a place
where I have comnsistently seen
interesting wildlife cross the
road over the years - because
there is water there, perhaps, or
because a particular stand of
trees offers optimal privacy.

Just short of the brow of the

hill, T have seen deer cross regu-
larly If T am very quiet and spot
them early, I can stand there and
watch a tiny herd of four or five
make their way delicately
across, one by one.

Once, a few years ago, on a
cool summer morming with this
wooded stretch of Ben Hale
plunged into black shade as the
sun brilliantly rose behind the
trees, three deer stood and
looked at me as I looked at
them. It was a strange, stirring
moment. A haiku came out of it:

Three young does, crossing.
A solitary walker:
All four pause to stare.

I worry about that crossing
and those graceful silent crea-
tures because there are houses
going up there now - eight lots,
side-by-side, one of which is
already built, sold, and inhabit-
ed. I have learned over the years
not to begrudge houses built in
the woods. I tend to think that
every house built in the woods
means one less built on land
more appropriately used for
something else. Farmland, for
example. And farmland seems
even more urgent to preserve
than forest these days. at least
for the sake of the human
species. Plus, I have nothing
against my adopted hometown
growing. I may be naive, but I
am hopeful that new neighbors,

WASHINGTON — On April
26th, agriculture under secretary
Kevin Concannon announced
that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s child nutrition
programs are implementing new
rules designed to encourage use
of local farm products in school
meals.

The final rule, published in
the federal register, will let
schools and other providers give
preference to unprocessed local-
ly grown and locally raised agri-
cultural products as they pui-
chase food for the national
school lunch, school breakfast,
special milk, child and adult
care, fresh fiuit and vegetable,
and summer food service pro-
grams. The rule is part of the
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act
of 2010 signed into law by
President Obama and one of the
key provisions to bolster farm to
school programs across the
country.

“This rule is an important
milestone that will help ensure
that our children have access to

U.S. Department of Agriculture Encourages Farm to School Program

fresh produce and other agricul-
tural products.” said
Concannon. “It will also give a
much-needed boost to local
farmers and agricultural produc-
ers.”

The rule supports USDA’s
‘Know Your Farmer, Know
Your Food® initiative which
emphasizes the need for a fun-
damental and critical reconnec-
tion between producers and con-
sumers. ‘Know Your Farmer,
Know Your Food’ is helping to
break down barriers that keep
local food systems from thriv-
ing, create new opportunities for
farmers, ranchers, consumers
and rural communities, and
expand access to healthy food
throughout the country. USDA
expects consumer demand for
locally grown food in the U.S. to
rise from an estimated $4 billion
in 2002 to as much as $7 billion
by 2012.

The Farm to School compo-
nent of this effort is designed to
help connect schools with
regional or local farms in order

to serve healthy meals using
locally-sourced products in their
cafeterias.

USDA currently is sending
teains out to select school dis-
tricts to work on farm to school
issues. Some of these programs
also incorporate nutrition-based
studies. as well as food-learning
opportunities such as farm vis-
its, gardening, cooking, and
composting activities.

Improving child nutrition is
also a focal point of the Healthy,
Hunger-Free Kids Act that
recently passed Congress and
was signed by President Obama.
It will allow USDA, for the first
time in over 30 years, the
chance to make real reforms to
the school lunch and breakfast
programs by improving the crit-
ical nutrition and hunger safety
net for millions of children. The
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act
is the legislative centerpiece of
First Lady Michelle Obama’s
Let’s Move! Initiative.

To learm more,
www.LetsMove.gov.

Visit:

First in a Series of Wcz[/és czrozmd Weﬂ‘ Gill

“Once, a few years ago, on a cool summer morning with this
wooded stretch of Ben Hale plunged into black shade as the sun
brilliantly rose behind the frees, three deer stood and looked af me
as I looked at them....”

having chosen us over other
towns to live in, will treasure the
same things the rest of us do
about Gill, and will work to
keep it simple, serene, and beau-
tiful.

But I wish the lots hadn’t
gone in side-by-side, with little
room left for woods between,
making it impossible perhaps
for animals to hide. One would
think even the homeowners
would want that level of priva-
cy.

As it is now, I wonder if these
deer. fox, porcupine. coyotes,
fishers, bobcats - according to
my neighbor, sometimes even a
moose or bear - will continue to
be able to cross from the wild-
ness of the newly-established
Gill town forest on the west, to
the swampland at West Gill
Road and the wooded bluff
overlooking the Hastings farm,
and then east across Ben Hale
into the acres and acres of little-
disturbed interior bounded by
Boyle and Center Roads, out
over Main Road, and down to

hidoles

unhmited

the banks of the Connecticut
River.

Right now Gill has policies
in place to protect these wild
mteriors, of which we have sev-
eral. Animals are relatively safe
there. But what good are pro-
tected interiors if animals can’t
get into them?

No deer today. But 1 walk
back along Ben Hale Road lis-
tening to the buzz and whirr of
scores of red-winged black-
birds, winging across this wide
West Gill wetland. Tonight, if it
stays warm. there will be the
roar of peepers.

Poets Wanted!

to submit original poems. Please
email: reporter-poems@mon-
taguema.net for consideration in
the monthly Poetry Page. Include
25-word bio. Poems may also be
posted to Montague Reporter, 58
4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376.
No prior experience necessary,

as a poet.

Furr SuspeENsioN MounTAIN Bikes
ON SALE 20% -
Bacey MounTAN Bike SHORTS 20% OFF

BrING IN YOUR SKis IN FOR SPrING TunE Up
AND SUMMER STORAGE CARE

Crose Out oN PEArLIZUMT CYCLING SHOFES

TENNIS STRINGING AND RACKET SALES
413-772-2700
322 HicH STrReeT, GREENFIELD
WWW.BIKES"UNLIMITED.COM

40% OFF

Domestic, Asian & European

Eagle Automotlve

147 2nd Street, Turners Falls
(413) 824-8111
Engine Light
ABS/Brake Light
SRS/Air Bag Light Complete Car and Truck Repair

Ron Kelley, Owner

Tree Climbing Specialist - Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding » Practicing Fine Arboriculture

Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 FL. Aerial Lift » Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. +Insurance and LEE|hi|it¥p\

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM ‘?

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Counties "

413-325-7823 Or 978-544-7452.

Matthew Edwards
Certified Arborist

Wendell, MA w

i

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE

 MapisSyrup &';&aple -

Gl 423- 3242 for more infon o
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o Meet me up at Montagus
‘on Easter morning. We'l
the lead stone of time
‘Sunrise hit, where llb
to he News and fried come
a practice. Anna Gyo and Slugg
wrote the No Nukes Hlik in that Iu
right there. Sign on th€ barn still !?d: -

S “Better Active Tnday han Radloactm Tomorrow!”

)k, let’s head West, believe it oF niot,

qdwn Ripley Road. Winding around Ghestnut Hill,
gone to flooring and blight, £¢oss the train tracks
hours before the Uermontgr;omfhrnugh (s:nce the

April 28, 2011

., Climb away from the French & Indian Wars now, towards
the quarried landscape, left into “Hell’s Kitchen”, and
straight through “Satan’s Kingdom”. If you think 'm joking,
check the maps. Neglected, colonial roads back here,

early all the way to the state line.

!awa]r | 79
is where ' ; : FLly,
nceased '

Then the lawn signs hit, “VY 4 VT”, which is shorthand for
nuke supporters, Entergy being the biggest taxpayer

and employer in town. Vernon's post office is housed in
an ancient gristmill hard by Route 142.

The nuke itself is off Governor Hunt Road (does his headstone
glow at night?) and is incongruously set between an active
hydro-electric dam and the local elementary school. Colonial
houses flower the pathway. Try to read the sign at the

gate: The phrase Deadly Force in bold will arrest your eyes
while a man in the booth proclaims through a loudspeaker:

“YOU ARE TRESSPASSING!” 1

whre the houses peter out and it turns

the woods a bit and you'll find the: alcrete pad where

the tower stood. Lovejoy’s Tower: the one he knocked

on Washington’s Birthday in 1974. He surrendered himself and
put the nukes on!iai. Take a long sip of water here.

Well, really: who isn’t?

B’I'Imﬂlnsm

Through the pine barrens, past spooky Lake Pleasant, down East

Mineral Road to the mouth of the Millers. This fording is for foot traffic

only. Look up, up, at the bottom of the French King Bridge, crossing

the gorge. It’s an unfortunate favorite of local suicides.

Gaptain Richard Beers died right here -along with 20 of his men - in
September, 1675. Ambushed by a mixed band of Pocumtuc and
Nashaway, led by one named Monoco. He who insisted on calling
the area Squakeag. Historical markers on Route 63 show the spot.
King Philip himself, Massasoit’s son, supposedly spent that same
winter on a little hill on the other side of the river. We get to it

via the Route 10 bridge, then take an immediate right.

Along the east bank of the Connecticut, at the foot of
Northfield Mountain. At night, the nuke juice pumps river
water up to the reservoir on top. Charging up the monstrous
battery. Turbines turn on its rush back down, gears grinding
right below us. Further along, fine river-hottom seil grows
good wheat. And small suburban houses.

REIHANA ROBINSON PHOTO

%) 5 | GMRSD Candidates Forum Tuesday, May 3rd

THANK YOU TO THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 4-H

VOLUNTEERS AND THE COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

MCTV will broadcast a “can-
didates forum” for the upcoming
Gill-Montague school commit-
tee elections on May 3rd at
Montague town hall 1 Avenue A
in Turners Falls from 7:30 to
9:00 pm. The candidates for
GMRSD school committee are

Patricia Crosby and Sandy
Brown, running for a three-year
seat from Gill, and incumbents
Mike Langknecht and Emily
Monosson running unopposed
for two seats from Montague.
The forum will be moderated by
Anne Harding. The public may

ask questions at the meeting or
send them in advance to
PSA@montaguetv.org.

Elections for GMRSD school
committee members will take
place concurrent with the town
elections on Monday, May 16th
in Montague and Gill.

FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND SUPPORT!!!
Contoct: 413-545-0611 / woskiewicz@umext.umass.edu / Mass4H.org

BASICALLY BICYCLES =
New England’s

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK

Recumbent =
|
Headguarters i
413-863-3556 % I
$8 Thind Stree Electric Bikes B
Tiwners Falls, MA 01376 starting at $499.95 = 2 = i
Ovrder online at wuwiw. BasicallyBicycles.com woOo d fl re d p 1zzeria |
PC /MACRepair .
m a VirusRemoval GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.com [
. Networks & ‘The Cloud’ 4 1 3 -7 74- 3 5 00 .
Montague WebWorks . com om p u er & Sl Business "
g ' o Please visit our website for |

345 Main 5t.
Greenfield, MA
413-475-3727

MYSMARTCOMPUTER.COM

copycatprmtshop.com 4-

Now powered by RocketFusion

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com
UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY
OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE

make the web work for your business

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

(060600000
Serving Home Grown
Farvinspired Food & Drink

som stE
SOLAR ELECTRIC &
Solar Store of Greenfield

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield » 413-772-3122
wwwisolarstoreofgreenfield.com * Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sar. 105

COHN &
COMPANY

e
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 - Home: 413-863-4568

44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 01301
PHONE 413 774 3150

EMmAIL: MARY LOU@CO HNANDCOMPANY.COM
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Mothers Day ™% %

Sunday, May 8th

'! ‘;I-'F.' 1
%,m’ Fire Farns’s I
. _LF'

; . A ;
Make a beautiful planter fo!
last all smmn,ﬁower‘.t, herbs
vand edibles. With your mom/;
i Includes Afterncon Tea & 9

Tour of our newgreenbouse! )
§ ticketsat 4134677645\

BV WW, redfirefarm.com
T

DETMOLD PHOTO

Greening
Greenfield

Comes to Turne

I'S

GRS D ESERGY U RPORT CARD . 300
il v Y Sini ok 94 PR B

M.A.M

Moci 6 08 AT Mosmanst

Your Local

STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)
Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Montague May Day

Fine Art Exhibit and Sale

Sunday, May 1st, 10 am - 3 pm

Montague Center Library

The space is funky. The art is original, local, eclectic, and priced at $150
or less. The village is sweet and slow, but happening.

Nine Town of Montague artists are exhibiting: Stephen Stavropoulos, Kristin
Zottoli, Jane Stephenson, Belinda Lyons-Zucker, Jessica Star, Barbara Milot,
Chris Mero, John Landino, and Jane Morse

* Bring your curiosity & a friend * Bring your checkbook & wallet
* Bring your goodwill & spring fever

Hope to see you there.

QF eeﬂtjj
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Carol Letson (left) and Susan
Worgaftik, from the Greening
Greenfield committee, brought their
graphs and charts to the community
room of the Greenfield Savings
Bank in Turners Falls on
Thursday, April 21st.

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Carol Letson and Susan
Worgaftik from the Greening
Greenfield committee jour-
neyed across the river to
Turners Falls to offer tips for
conserving energy on the eve
of Earth Day. They set up shop
in the community room of the
Greenfield Savings Bank, with
charts and graphs. and by the
end of the hour they had signed
up one new participant for the
10% challenge — the ongoing
campaign centered in
Greenfield (but including par-
ticipants in other nearby towns
like Montague) for residents
and businesses to pledge to
reduce energy use by 10%.
According to the graphs the
two women provided,
Greenfield, where 690 house-
holds and business-
es like G.C.C. and
Baystate Franklin

(I

QuickBoaks

INTUIT Quic

ProAdvisor

Rachel J Roy

kBooks Works

Setup & Trowbleshooting

Report Development & Tnitial Data Entrn
Trainine

Reasonable Rales

Specializing in Small Contractors

5 Pleasant Street, Turners Falls MA 01376

Medical have
signed up, s
already  making
progress on this
goal.

Since 2006, the
average amount of
heating oil con-
sumed per house-
hold in Greenfield
has decreased by

natural gas use has declined by
5.5%. even though the steeper
decline in heating oil usage is
partly due to people switching
to cheaper, cleaner burning
natural gas. Since 2006, elec-
tricity use in Greenfield has
decreased by 3.1%. at a time
when the use of electric gadg-
ets in the society as a whole is
on the upswing.

“We have a target of reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions
by 80% by 2050,” explained
Worgaftik. “We started in
2008. A 1.8% annual reduction
would get us to the goal by
2050.” So far, the decrease for
heating oil and natural gas use
are right on target., but
Greenfield needs to do better
on conserving electricity, or
producing more of its own
electricity from Green energy,
in order to meet the target.

The two offered lots of prac-
tical tips for achieving energy
savings in homes and business-
es, and first on the list was
switching from incandescent
lights to energy efficient com-
pact fluorescent bulbs. A
switch to an energy efficient
car or hybrid vehicle was next.
Growing food at home. or at a
community garden, was the
next suggestion — considering
how fossil fuel intensive the
country’s current food supply
chain has gotten to be, from
everything from fertilizers to
transportation to packaging.

Alysha Symanski asked
about the carbon fuel footprint
of drinking water from plastic
bottles. and got this reply from
Worgaftik: “We have very
good water around here. When
you consider the amount of
energy used to manufacture,
ship and recycle the plastic
bottles, if you just had a bottle
of your own and filled it up
with water and refrigerated it,
you’d be doing a major piece
of work around energy conser-
vation.”

The Greening Greenfield
committee hopes to team up
with the Montague energy
committee in the near future to
offer townwide energy chal-
lenges to see who can save the
most energy in a given period
of time. Sort of a Go Green
Family approach to meeting
the energy conservation goals
that will get us to a cleaner,
more sustainable planet.

For more information and

® Farm Fresh Cggs

® Whole Roasting Chicken
® Pot Pies

® Home Made Soups
® Desserts

Products Vary Weekly

Farm Store Hours: Monday - Saturday, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell * 978-544-3806

Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls | ile

413-863-3690

Member
})] The Flooring Network.

Lino
Carpet

Office Supply

Gardens

Llani Davidson
Home Vegetable Garden

Consultation and Installation
Cy e g P.O. Box 35
'\":,A_ 2 S e Montague MA 01351
I 413-267-0047
for Chan ge localgardensforchange.com
Fresh Food Forever!

RB,

CRS, GRI, SRES

163-9736 + Gerijohnsond

Choose a CRS (Ce

The (RS

ASSUICE UF st |

GERI JOHNSON, CRS

Don'’t settle for less

Cinly 4% of all REALTORS hobd this }J[{ﬁlig.
f expertise and you

riified Residential Specialist)

i the

g job done.
bways chogee

A0 oo of, expesienne,

66 French King Hwy,, Gill

B (113) 8639736 + WWW.CIAR COM

New & Re-manufactured <
TONER & INK JET &8
CARTRIDGES ¢

As Good If Not Better
Prices Than The
Big Box Stores

¢—BAKER—» 310 Main Street, Greenfield

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

racheliroy@comecast.net ~ 413-863-5459 | 12.8%. Over the tips on saving energy, go to:
same time period, www.greeninggreenfield.org.
Dennis L. Booska Phone & Fax FuLL LINE OF

Repair Service
on Printers &
Copiers
., A

413-774-2345

YourLocal
Kubota Dealer

413-367-2481
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Two in Running for Town Moderator

BY DAVID DETMOLD
ERVING - Matthew Janus, of
Ridge Road. is challenging long
time town moderator Rich
Peabody, of Old State Road, for
the post of town moderator in the
May 2nd town election.

Janus, an electrical mainte-
nance supervisor at Vermont
Yankee, said, “The reason I
tipped my hat into the ring is the
way that last year’s aniual town
meeting was run, predominantly
the way the situation for drive-
through businesses for the French
King Bowling Alley was han-
dled.”

Janus continued, “The town of
Erving has an open town meeting
policy. The constituents have the
right to speak as well as any other
consitutuent in Massachusetts.
It’s up to the moderator who gets
to speak.” Janus felt moderator
Rich Peabody gave non-residents
too much sway at last year’s
annual town meeting to speak in

the debate on placing a gas sta-
tion in the town’s aquifer protec-
tion zone, near the bowling alley,
and opening up the zoning to
drive-through businesses, and
“that gave the potential to skew
the vote.” Janus added, “I don’t
think it was run in a fair manner
for something that vital to the
town'’s heartbeat.”

He said, “My opinion, if there
is any way the town of Erving
can bring in commerce to
increase the tax base, I'm all for
it. There are some town officials
who are not in favor of com-
merce.”

Peabody, who has served two
stints as town moderator, said he
only had two regrets about the
way he ran last year’s town meet-
ing. On the issue of siting of the
gas station and drive through
quick stop Ralph and Eric Semb
had planned to build on land
across from their bowling alley,
Peabody said, “T regret I let

everybody speak as long as they
wanted to speak, such that the
debate got very long.” And he
also regrets “hustling one guy
away from the microphone,
because he was making personal
remarks rather than addressing
the issue. I regret that I shuffled
him away from the microphone
the way I did. But I have no
regret about the principal — peo-
ple can’t attack other people.”

Peabody added. “All in all, I
feel the Sembs had a fair hearing
and a fair vote. What didn’t get a
fair vote was the proposal for the
drive through, because the first
debate took so long people went
home and didn’t get to speak to
i

Peabody also said, “I do
believe the Sembs should have a
successful business there, yet
what the moderator believes is
not germane to how the meeting
has to be run.”

Janus said, “One of the things
I'm doing in my current job, I run
on average five to ten meetings a
week, preparing agendas with

allotted timeframes for each item.
The moderator has the ability to
set the order of town meeting. I’d
like to sit down with [town
administrative coordinator] Tom
Sharp and the selectboard and set
the actions in order and go down
the list, and give the owner of the
item five to ten minutes to pres-
ent their case. Then each person
who’d like to speak gets three to
five minutes each. When your
time’s up, the time’s up. Sorry.
that’s the way it is. I have a histo-
1y of munning good, efficient
meetings. Everybody’s time is
valuable.”

Janus said the weekly meet-
ings he runs at Vermont Yankee
focus on organizational efficien-
cy and nuclear risk management
for public health and safety.

He vowed to bring “fairess,
honesty and integrity,” to his role
if elected, and said, “T intend to
run the meetings with no bias,
and fairness to the people of the
town. That’s the least I can do.”

Peabody, who said he’s lived
in town for 32 years, served first

as an assessor before Ralph Semb
encouraged him to take his place
on the ballot on year moderator.
He swapped places again with his
predecessor about ten years ago,
but then, when Semb got too
busy with his work with the
Shriners, Peabody again ran for
moderator and has kept the gavel
eVer since.

“You can’t live in a town
unless you do something for the
town — it’s part of my upbringing.
I enjoy keeping town meetings
on an even keel such that every-
body feels they've been heard
and everybody feels they’ve been
treated fairly. I try to make sure
everybody can follow along. We
don’t get lost in the minutia of
Roberts Rules of Order.”
Peabody said he follows the guid-
ance given him once by the late
New Salem moderator Bob
Henderson, “I like to lead the
meetings so you make sure the
farmer in the back row knows
what’s going on.”

Polls are open from 10 a m. to
8 p.m. on Monday, May 2nd.

from RACES page 8

Besides serving on the board
for the last ten years, Cabral
would bring to the post her mas-
ters in public policy from the
Univeristy of California, Berkley,
along with her job experience as
a regulator for the state. “T have a
lot of years of experience inter-
preting statutes and regulations
and applying them, and helping
to change them so they are more
practical and appropriate, and to
explain them to people.” Cabral
said she has also made an effort
to attend training session as a cit-
izen planner to do the job appro-
priately.

She said if re-elected, she
would like to see the board get
involved in the state’s current

attempt to reform the zoning act,
passed in the 1960s, to allow for
more opportunity for open space
residential design, similar to the
bylaw Wendell just passed.

She said the contemplated
state reform 1s needed, but “There
are elements of this that have the
state telling the towns what they
can’t do, that we now can do. She
called the proposed state revision
of the zoning act, “a crude club
affecting all planning boards.”
without allowing for the particu-
lar needs of rural communities,
and added, “FRCOG has been
admirable in helping us.” work
for a fairer revision.

Cabral said that if re-elected
she would work to make sure the
residents of town have the

SR SRR
We've Lost

Our Marbles!
SALE! FIVE
DAYS STRAIGHT!

SALE! 50% OFF ALL STOCK!
Federal Street Books

8 Federal Street: Greenfield, MA 01301
(413) 772-6564

Tues. May 3rd
thru

Sat. May 7th

S
SN
‘\__.A'a

resources they need to make the
new conservation development
bylaw, and other regulations,
work for them. “Being in
Wendell for only 14 years, I don’t
know everybody, but I'm certain-
ly available to everybody,” she
said.

Also in the upcoming election,
write-in candidate Amy
Simmons, of 173 West Street, is
challenging incumbent board of
health member Martha Senn for a
three year seat on that board.

Martha Senn for Board of
Health, Three Years

Martha Senn, running for her
third term, brings a background
in safety and environmental com-
pliance for manufacturing com-
panies to her role on the board of
health. She has a BA in chem-
istry, and is a certified drinking
water system operator, and has
taken training classes to familiar-
ize herself with the state’s Title V
regulations for septic systems.
She has taken part in exercises in
recent years to test Turners Falls
High School as the emergency
dispensing site for the towns of
Montague, Gill, Erving, and
Wendell, in the event of an out-
break of disease or epidemic. She
has participated in checks of sep-
tic systems for new construction,
repairs to systems, complaints
from renters and checks of food
service providers. She has taken
the required ethics training and
open meeting law training.

“I like to give back to the com-
munity,” said Senn. “This is one
way for me to be able to do that.”

Senn went on to say, “T'm very
concerned about the environ-
ment, as a local farmer. She
grows fruit and vegetables on her
farm on the common in Wendell
Center.

When Senn first ran for the

board of health, Wendell was in
the midst of deciding whether to
relax the required distance from a
well to a septic system from 150
feet to 100 feet, the state required
limit. Senn said since that deci-
sion was made, “We haven’t
received any notice of any
issues.”

In general, she added, “We've
tried to be fair with implementa-
tion of the laws and regulations
that we have to enforce.”

Amy Simmons, Write-In for
Board of Health, Three Years

Amy Simmons, of 173 West
Street, is mnning as a write-in
candidate for the three year seat
on the board of health. She was
motivated to run by the ‘simple
living” proposal put forward last
year by Jonathan and Susan von
Ranson, to create a non-electric
apartment in their barn, to reduce
their carbon fuel footprint. The
board of health rejected that pro-
posal as noncompliant with the
state health code, which requires
dwelling units to have electric
wiring, running water and a sep-
tic system. The von Ransons
planned to heat with wood, use a
hand pump for water, provide hot
water with wood heat, use gas
lanterns for lighting, and use a
composting toilet.

“This is my feeling about the
proposal,” said Simmons. “T am
fully in support of [the von
Ransons’] goals, and I aim to live
more simply myself. I feel that
the board of health could be
more helpful to them in working
out the details to make it more
accessible, to either satisfy the
requirements of the state sanitary
code or work out agreeable con-
ditions that the board of health
could monitor to help move the
town towards sustainability.”

Simmons is a nurse, newly

graduated from Mount
Wachusett Community College,
who has two children at Swift
River School. She works at the
Farren Care Center in Montague
Cirty. She said she was too busy
with home and family to run for
the board of health before. She
said, “I’m interested in public
health.” But she made it clear her
interests were not only local, but
global. “We have an opportunity
as a town, as a work in progress,
on a small scale, to tackle issues
in an experimental way that
could be issues that affect the
whole world. We have to think
outside the box, and try different
things.”

As to the von Ransons’ simple
living proposal, which had been
supported by hundreds of peti-
tion signers among Wendell resi-
dents, Simmons said, “The board
of health could remain involved
and learn from it and share with
the town how it’s working. Keep
it sanitary, but also make
progress toward sustainability.”

Simmons said, “In 1994, I
traveled to Japan on a youth
peace delegation to witness the
effects of the atomic bomb. I
think it was then that I became
interested in public service, and
sharing my learning experience
with the community.”

Simmons said she would look
forward to taking trainings to
help her monitor public health
issues in Wendell, if elected.
“But I also recognize that we
have a health agent as a resource
person for those matters, when it
comes down to the technicali-
ties.”

She added, “T am interested in
representing the views of the
folks of Wendell, not in advanc-
ing my own agenda. I continue to
solicit that input from the
town.” W;

Bak NG Co.

69 21 Street
Turners Falls
863-4455

Now Open Sundays!

Check out our Great Lunch Menu

(akes, Pastries, (offee, Soup and Bread

Tue - Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sundays 8 a.m.— 1 p.m.

(losed Mondays

Full service market

Fresh Fish from the Boston market

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

Beer 8 Wine

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105

vq} 4

Veterinary
Clinic

Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 774-9919

Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield
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On Books

Was Jesus Resurrected From the Dead? Part 2

BY JEFF SINGLETON
MONTAGUE - So what exact-
ly happened to Jesus after his
brutal crucifixion back in
Roman Judea two thousand
years ago?

As I said in part one in last
week’s issue, the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus are the
cornerstones of Christian faith,
the central events that create the
possibility of overcoming origi-
nal sin.

This article is not an effort to
dispute anyone’s faith, but rather
an attempt to examine the record,
as found in the gospels and how
they have been interpreted by
some recent scholars (see for
example, The Five Gospels, the
Search for the Authentic Words
of Jesus, by Robert Funk, Roy
Hoover and the Jesus Seminar -
frequently available at the
Montague Book Mill).

Let us begin with the Gospel
of Mark, considered by most
scholars to be the first account
of the story of Jesus.

Here, Jesus’s body is taken

from the cross by a man named
Joseph of Arimathea and placed
in a man-made cave “hewn out
of a rock.” A stone was rolled in
front of the cave opening.

Several days later, three
women, including the famous
Mary Magdalene come to the
grave to rub “sweet spices” on
Jesus’s body. When they get
there, they see that the stone
covering the entrance has been
rolled away. Entering the cave,
they find Jesus’s body gone and
a young man, clothed in white
sitting “on the right side.” The
man tells the shocked women
not to be afraid. Jesus “has
risen” and will be in Galilee.
The women should go tell the
disciples to meet up with him
there. The women flee from the
grave in a state of panic and,
according to Mark, “did not say
any thing to any man for they
were afraid.”

Next comes the last dozen
verses of Mark, one of the most
controversial parts of the New
Testament. First Jesus appears

to Mary Magdalene again. This
time she goes to tell the disci-
ples he has risen. The disciples
do not believe it. Then Jesus
appears to two disciples walking
in the country. They return to
tell the others but again are not
believed. Finally Jesus appears
to the eleven and sharply criti-
cizes them for doubting the res-
urrection. He urges them to go
out into the world and preach
the gospel. At the conclusion of
this speech, Mark says, Jesus
was “received up in heaven and
sits on God’s right hand.”

The problem is that the oldest
copy of Mark we have does not
contain these last twelve verses.
Close analysis of more recent
versions suggests to many
scholars that the verses were
added by a later copyist. Some
have argued that the older edi-
tions simply lost a page and the
added verses were probably
faithful to the original. The
question may never be resolved,
but if the older editions reflect
the true Mark, the story ends

On Friday May 6th at 7p.m. a
benefit concert will be held at
the library to help raise funds for
the renovation of the Wendell
Center playground. Wendell
musicians Laura Botkin (flute),
Stephen Broll (clarinet), and
Anna Wetherby (viola), will per-
form an upbeat program of
music ranging from baroque to
contemporary. There will also be
a brief guest appearance by the
Wendell Community Chorus.

The Awesome Women Film
Series presents Taking Root: the
Vision of Wangari Matthai, at
the library, with a brief talk by
filmmaker Lisa Merton, on
Friday, April 29th at 7 p.m.

Taking Root tells the dramat-
ic story of Kenyan Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Wangari Maathai,
whose simple act of planting
trees grew into a nationwide
movement to safe-guard the

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS
Playing for Fun:
A Musical Fundraiser for the Wendell Playground

The performance will run
about an hour. Refreshments
will follow. The evening is
intended to be a fun and social
community gathering.
Donations of any amount are
requested, and all proceeds will
be used to benefit the play-
ground. Donations for the
Playground Renovation can
also be mailed to the Friends of
the Wendell Free Library, P.O.
Box 133 Wendell, MA 01379.

Taking Root: the Vision of Wangari Matthai

environment, protect human
rights, defend democracy and
ultimately help bring down a
brutal dictator.

Taking Root tells the inspir-
ing story of the Green Belt
Movement of Kenya and its
unstoppable founder, Wangari
Maathai, who, in 2004, became
the first environmentalist and
first African woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Taking Root illustrates the
development of Maathai’s
holistic worldview and model
for sustainable development.
Maathai discovered the core of
her life’s work when she turned
her attention to the rural women
with whom she had grown up in
Kenya’s central highlands.
Their daily lives had become
intolerable: they were walking
exhausting distances for fire-
wood, clean water was scarce,
the soil was eroding, and their
children were suffering from
malnutrition. One hundred
years of colonialism and neo-
colonialism had devastated the
forests they’d lived with for
centuries.

“Why not plant trees?”
Maathai thought. Trees provide
shade, prevent soil erosion, sup-
ply firewood, building materi-
als, and produce nutritious fruit.
In 1977, Maathai founded the
Green Belt Movement in Kenya
and began teaching women
about the connection between
environmental problems and
their daily problems, beginning
a 30-year struggle for democra-
cy and environmental healing.

rather abruptly. The women flee
Jesus’s tomb and never tell the
disciples of the resurrection.

Putting aside the question of
the ending, Mark’s story con-
tains many of the basic elements
found in the other gospel
accounts. Women play a promi-
nent role as they discover the
empty grave. They are told by
an angelic figure (or figures in
Luke) to go and inform the dis-
ciples of Jesus’s resurrection.
Jesus then appears to the disci-
ples, urges them to spread his
message to the rest of the world,
and ascends to heaven.

However, there are also sig-
nificant differences between the
gospels  within this broad
schema. For example, in
Mathew, Jesus does not appear
to ascend to heaven but instead
tells the disciples, “I am with
you always, even unto the end
of the world.” Mathew’s version
of the story is the only one to
discuss the attitudes of the
Jewish “high priests” toward the
resurrection. The priests station
several guards at Jesus’s grave
because they fear the disciples
will steal his body. When the
guards return to report Jesus’s
miraculous disappearance, the
priests pay them to spread the
stolen body story around Judea.

Luke’s version contains the
famous story of Jesus’s appear-
ance to two rather dejected dis-
ciples walking on a road. Jesus
joins them but they do not rec-
ognize him. He proceeds to give
them a lecture on Jewish history
designed to show that the recent
crucifixion had been foretold
and is part of the plan.
Impressed, the disciples invite
Jesus to stay with them for the
night. As they are eating dinner,
Jesus breaks some bread in imi-
tation of the Last Supper.
Finally his two companions
realize who he is. Later Jesus
appears to the disciples as a
group, but apparently they never
make it to Galilee.

John’s version of the story
includes three rather lengthy
interactions with the disciples
after Jesus’s resurrection. The
second meeting is the famous
story of “doubting Thomas”
mentioned in no other gospel.
The disciple Thomas has said he
will not believe in Jesus’s phys-
ical resurrection until he actual-
ly puts his finger in the nail
holes caused by the crucifixion.

Jesus appears to him, nail holes
and all. After touching the
wounds, Thomas falls on his
knees and cries out, “My master,
my God.”

Powerful stuff, you must
admit!

The point here is not to cast
doubt on the gospel accounts by
emphasizing the differences. It
is simply to suggest that the res-
urrection story was probably
told in different ways by differ-
ent authors with, perhaps, dif-
ferent agendas. Some scholars
have argued that John’s gospel
is partially designed to counter
other Christians who followed
the disciple Thomas.

But what does this say about
the concept of the resurrection
itself in early Christianity? The
idea was not new at the time of
Jesus. However the strong
Christian emphasis on a bodily
resurrection as a means of
achieving universal salvation
was probably unique.

One group in the Bible that
believed in resurrection was the
Jewish Pharisee party. The
Pharisees play a prominent (and
very negative) role in the New
Testament. They are constantly
shadowing Jesus on his jour-
neys, testing him with various
questions designed to show he is
violating Jewish law. However,
it is not clear that these accounts
are fair to the Pharisees, who
were probably not as dogmatic
as they are portrayed. The mis-
sionary Paul, who played a cen-
tral role in shaping the Christian
message and spreading it around
the Mediterranean world, was
originally a Pharisee.

Could it be that Paul’s own
intellectual roots made him
sympathetic to the idea of resur-
rection, which he aggressively
promoted? The concept served a
number of key functions, not the
least to explain why the long
awaited Messiah of the Jews
wound up humiliated on the
cross. In the long term it proved
to be a powerful metaphor for
the human ability to overcome
sin and suffering.

The idea does not make a lot
of sense to me, particularly the
confusing concept of bodily res-
urrection. What happened to the
soul? I am with Thomas here.
But it is hard to argue with suc-
cess, and the story of Jesus’ res-
urrection has certainly been a
success over the years.
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alpacas. Last summer, Balise
moved to South Cross Road in
Gill, and began working to set up
his own alpaca farm.

His new Gill abode had a barn
and an open field. The bam need-
ed remodeling and a new roof,
while the open field. a perfect set-
ting for a couple of alpacas. need-
ed a fence. All of Balise’s fiee
time last summer was spent get-
ting the farm in Gill ready for the
animals and travelling to
Worthington to take care of two
alpacas there. Finally, with reno-
vations complete, it was time to
move the animals to Gill.

Thanksgiving weekend, while
Americans celebrated their
ancestors’ immigration to the new
world, Balise helped two fleecy.
long legged. long necked immi-
grants from the Andes Mountains
in South America, and another of

their kind from New York State,
move from Worthington to Gill.

Balise’s South Cross farm
now has three alpacas, aged three,
four, and eight years old.
Alpacas’ life expectancy is about
20 years. Although alpacas come
in more than 30 colors, Balise’s
animals are (according to these
untrained eyes) tan, brown, and
black. Balise’s niece and nephew
often come by to “walk the
alpacas.”

Balise brought some of his
alpaca fleece to a fiber exposition
in West Springfield, where he
was advised by other alpaca
farmers how to handle the fleece.
He is cumrently selling Peruvian-
grown alpaca yam, stuffed ani-
mals, socks, and hats at his farm.

So is it “happily ever after” for
the alpacas and their owner in
Gill? Balise hopes to purchase
some equipment so he can start

producing compost. He also
hopes to expand the fence and
purchase more animals. He hopes
to start selling his alpacas’ fleece
and yarn to the public this coming
fall.

If you would like to meet the
Andean animals or buy alpaca
products, call South Cross
Alpacas at 413-863-4122.

My lovely bride is very happy
to not have a television in our
house. I can only imagine what
kind of farming I would pursue
with one late-night, over-con-
vincing infomercial.

Steve Damon is the chairper-
son of the Gill Agricultural
Commission. His monthly Farm
Neighbors column features Gill 5
agricultural personalities. So far,
Bill Burnham, Gary Stevens and
the Dargis family have been cov-

ered. Who will May’s W

FESTIVAL from page 1
with artist Sebastian Gutwein.
Time to be announced.

May 7th: 10:30 a m. - Flower
Fairies and Root Children with
Dawn Ward (for families) -
Carnegie Library

May 7th: 1 pm. - Free
Concert with the Greasy Cuffs
Song Tour, Peskeompskut Park

May 7th: 6:00 p.m. -
RiverCulture Feast for the Arts,
Elks Lodge

Wednesday, May 11th: 1:15
pm. - Bald Eagles with Rachel
Roberts (for homeschoolers) -
Carnegie Library

May 11th: 4 pm. - Rocky
Ridge Hike - The Body Shoppe

Friday, May 13th: 7 pm. —
Great Falls Coffechouse with
Kathy Chapman and Blue Moon

at Great Falls Discovery Center

Saturday, May 14th: 9:00
am. - 4:00 p.m. - Shea Theater’s
Peskeompskut Park Music &
Auats Festival

May 14th - Voo Prom with
Futurama theme! - The
Rendezvous

May 14th: 10:00 a m. - 2:00
pm. - Spring Used Book Sale -
Carnegie Library

May 14th: 10:30 a m. - 11:45
p-m. and 1:30 p m. - 2:45 p.m. -
Live Owl Program (pre-register)
- Great Falls Discovery Center

May 14th: 1 - 3 p.m. - Bike
Tour and Rodeo - Montague
Parks & Recreation, Unity Park

May 14th - June 19th: 10
a m. - 4 p m. - Turners Falls Fish
Ladder opens for the season,
Wednesdays - Sundays

Farm Neighbor be?

Sunday, May 15th: 1 -3 p m.
Edible Plants of Spring Walk
with Blanche Derby - Turners
Falls Bike Path

May 15th - Great Falls
Discovery Center opens 7 days a
week from 10 am. -4 p.m.

To explore downtown Turners
Falls at your own pace, pick up a
free Historic Downtown Walking
Tour, a Geological Walking Tour
or a Downfown Affractions &
Outdoor Recreation guide at the
Carnegie Library, Great Falls
Discovery Center, or town hall.

The Crabapple Blossom
Festival is organized by the
Montague Public Libraries and
RiverCulture. For more info, go
to tumersfallsriverculture.org or

call the Camegie Library, W
413-863-3214. D)

Celebrating 10lot #univerearny

Professional Painting & Decorating

Contractor - Retailer
www.couturebros.com
187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA

* 413-863-4346

Community Yosa
&% WELLNESS CE
ffordable classes morning, noon and night
free class every Sunday 4-5 pm

beginners welcome
www.Community-Yoga.com
413 774-4700

Left - Last Thursday afternoon, gusting winds downed limbs and caunsed a
power failure in downtown Turners Falls, and elsewhere. (At the corner of

\ Avenne A and 3rd, traffic flowed smoothly through the busy intersection,

with no stop lights. The average wait was less than three seconds. Drivers
waved each other on courteonsly and took furns proceeding and turning.

Kind of makes you think.
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A Babmz‘ loader re.rtr aﬁer Ia.ff mmm‘e fosiches
before the ribbon cutting for GCC's core renovation. Nofe the absence of
stairs and the level entry fo an elevator that rises fo all four floors.
GCC from page 1
in her fifth week in office. She is
responsible for major publlc

building construction in
Massachusetts.

“Recent capital improvements
in Franklin County, with GCC’s
renovation, the transportation
center comnstruction, and the
courthouse renovation project,
has Greenfield leading the way in
Western Massachusetts,”
Cornelison said.

Rosenberg, Senate president
pro tem, was praised for his sup-
port of higher education. He was
credited as a major force behind
GCC’s renovation.

However Donelan, a former
state representative and newly
elected sheriff of Franklin
County, revealed the fact that
America spends more money on
incarcerating prisoners than it
spends on education. This comes
as no swprise to Greenfield
Middle School students who
went without a librarian or even a
library back in the days when the
Franklin County jail had both.

Donelan unveiled a program
that will have prisoners attending
GCC.

“By bringing people who
have not made good choices
together with people who have
made good choices, we hope to
turn them around.” Donelan said.,
referring to the former, not the
latter category of people making
choices.

In a follow up interview,
Donelan explained the program
further. “The college program
will begin in the fall. A teacher
trained at Temple University will
conduct classes at the jail togeth-
er with GCC students who wish

to take part in the program.
That’s to get inmates comfortable
with associating with college stu-
dents, so that the transition to the
GCC campus after release will be
easier. Inmates will still need to
be high school graduates, or have
a GED, in order to participate in
college classes. But, the jail
already has a GED program in
place.” Donelan said.

Donelan is making every
effort to stem the revolving door
syndrome for inmate recidivism.
“About 80% of inmates have
substance abuse or alcohol prob-
lems. We have counselors and
AA meetings at the jail. We urge
them to hook up with counselors
and attend AA meetings after
release so they don’t relapse.”

The GCC connection is yet
another worthwhile effort by the
sheriff’s department to tum
inmates’ lives around.
Unfortunately, for students strug-
gling with the rising expense of
college, the inmate college
course program runs the risk of
fostering resentment among the
law abiding student population
outside the jail walls.

During the accolades at the
ribbon cutting, it was revealed
that three of our successful public
officials all share something in
common. Pura, Kulik and and
Congressman John Olver all play
the tuba.

When asked about the tuba’s
role in the GCC jail student proj-
ect, Donelan laughed. “Learning
to play the tuba won’t be compul-
sory for inmates attending GCC.
Besides, it’s a big instrument, and
it’s heavy.”

Donelan doesn’t want )
to overtax his charges. W
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for a number of public offices
including one selectboard mem-
ber for a three year term and town
meeting members from all six of
the existing voting precincts.

Selectboard chair Pat Allen is
running unopposed for a fifth
consecutive three year term.

Town clerk Deb Bourbeau
reported after the meeting,
“There are no races,” for any
townwide office. She added,
“Isn’t it sad?”

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio told the board that
he and Ray Pumrington, the
administrative assistant in Gill
are in the process of determining
who exactly will be responsible
for paying energy and mainte-
nance costs for the 54 new lights
on the Gill-Montague Bridge
after its reconstruction is com-
plete, three years from now.
Preliminary information indicates
that since the Commonwealth has
designated the bridge a state
highway, the Commonwealth
should pay to light it (as is the
case for the Sunderland Bridge).
but Abbondanzio is waiting for
confirmation from the Mass DOT
that the bills will be paid from
Boston.

The board voted to approve
the recommendation of a nega-

tive vote on article 29 (regarding
unregistered vehicles) to town
meeting members, pending
review and further consideration
of the final language of that
amendment.

A series of motions were
adopted at the recommendation
of Abbondanzio on behalf of the
Capital Improvements
Committee to declare the
Montague Center School proper-
ty as surplus. These motions,
which were all approved without
discussion, clear the way for a
newly revised request for propos-
als to be sent out, seeking the re-
use of the property.

The board accepted the resig-
nation, effective April 13th, of
reserve police officer Scott
Bastarache, who cited schedul-
ing constraints.

Abbondanzio read a formal
response to a complaint by Peter
Golrick, which the board
approved and signed. He said the
board believes it did not, in fact,
violate the Open Meeting Laws
or Public Records Laws in
appointing town staff members
to an advisory study committee
to review the town’s bylaws.

Wrapping up regular business
for the evening, event requests
were approved for the Newt
Guilbault Community Baseball

from GILL page 6

Mount Hermon was somehow
able to get a special permit to
exceed the 10 foot maximum
height for their new signs, even
though the current regulation
does not allow for such a pro-
ceeding. And now, Green River
Power Sports’ sign (apparently
by accident) was installed at a
height far in excess of 10 feet.

o P —4 b
~1/‘
I
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The board requested the
building inspector to delay
enforcement proceedings
against Green River Power
Sports for their non-comform-
ing sign until the planning
board hearings could be held,
and town meeting could have a

chance to weigh in on
the proposed bylaw Wa
change. -
GREEN _—~
RIVER Sxoa

MOTORCYCLES
ATV'S
WATERCRAFT
MOTORSCOOTERS

G

League opening day parade to be
held on Sunday, May 1st begin-
ning at 10:15 a.m. at Unity Park;
the Cinco De Mayo Children’s
Festival featuring a bilingual
concert and crafts at
Peskeompskut Park on May 5th:
and the Crabapple Blossom
Festival Concert with the Greasy
Cuffs Song Tour on May 7th in
Peskeompskut Park.

Before entering into executive
session for the purpose of dis-
cussing collective bargaining
(regarding the contracts for the
town administrator and police
chief) and real estate (regarding a
parcel of land in the industrial
park) Pat Allen announced that,
while supplies last. free flu shots
are still available in the
Montague town hall nurse’s
office on Thursday mornings
between 9:30 am. and 11:30
pam.

A series of important meet-
ings will be held in the first week
of May with the regular select-
board meeting on the 2nd, the
pre-town meeting on Wednesday
the 4th at 6:30 p m. in the select-
board meeting room, and the
annual and special and town
meetings on Saturday, May 7th
starting at 8:45 a.m. at the

Turners Falls High Wa
[

School Theater.

from ERVING page 6

trail is planned. Herbert was
asked to provide copies of the
trail map to the police and fire
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building. The selectboard
asked town administrator Tom
Sharp to hold onto the signed
easement until he has checked
with the town’s project manag-
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Laura Herbert displays a directional sign made by Harry Sharbaugh.

department needs to respond to
an emergency call from the
conservation area.

After an approval vote by
the entire selectboard, chair
Andrew Goodwin signed an
easement for  Osterman
Propane to install a 1000-gal-
lon underground propane tank
at the new senior center build-
ing. to be used for heating the

Quilt Raffle

to Benefit

NELCWIT

A l__;p '-qqii:.mdn b_,y-'l_Eg'lun- DeGrave
and the Cummington Quilters Quorum

Tickets are $5 each

All proceeds will benefit NELCWIT's :
services for victims and survivors of domestic and sexuval violence.
For more information, call 413-772-0871.

er Bruce Hunter to see if bids
from other propane providers
were solicited.
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Thatching ¢ Aerating
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Loam - Compost - Mulch
81 Years of Combined Experience
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LANDSCAPING
413-863-3652
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Now Serving
BB( Steel Rail

(413) 772-2531

10Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield
Hours: Mon - Sat 11:30am -9 pm
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TURNS LAWN CARE
Speciolizing in all ospects of Lown and Property Moimtenance.
Located in the Heart of Montague Center.

“Going Away for Vacation?
Leave the Lawn care to Us
Residential & Commerdial - Fully Insured
45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

>, COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
Sh

Software Support
specializing in
QuickBooks
IRS-Approved Tax
Preparer on Staff

Debbe Dugan
863-5030

Insured

Toll Free
866-262-5361

£ EASTERN
WEATHERIZATION

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
and Vinyl Replacement Windows:

Montague, MA 01351

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

Jonathan Abbeott
SS1 / Disability Attorney

If you can’t work, let
me work for you.

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA

In Home Appointments
jabbottesg@verizon.net

FINCL 1986

HEATING-COOLING -PLUMBING

 Prepaid & Budget
Programs Rvaiianie
CALL for Details
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; ._Ilr Conditioning
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www.countryoil.com

Installation
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GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL
3rd QUARTER HONOR ROLLS

GRADE 6

First Honors
Tyler Akey
Gabrielle Arzuaga
Tionne Brown
Nolan Courtemanche
Keara Deery
Savannah Donahue
William Doyle
Jordyn Fiske
Regina Hope

Tess Hunter
Madelyn Johnson
Michelle Leh
Dylan Mailloux
Tan Moriarty
Haleigh Paulin
Will Roberge
Patrick Salls
Amanda Savinski
Luis Torres
Michelle Vassar
Mark Waite
Jordan Wyman

Second Honors
Tommy Bocharnikov
Nicholas Croteau
Holley DeVarney

Nicole Thibeault
Hailey Trott

Third Honors
Michael Babcock
Timothy Black
Jack Darling
Kieran Masson
Trayanna Santiago
Alysha Wozniak
Jacob Wright
Dimitrios
Zantouliadis

GRADE 7

First Honors
Rileigh Carlisle
Tarrah Dempsey
James Fritz
Ryan Lenois
Jenna Putala
Sydney Upham
Alexandra Vieira

Second Honors
Allison Cooke
Courtney Crafts
Ivy Cross
Colby Dobias

Sabrina Petrowicz
Mackenzie Phillips
Allyson Renaud
Marissa Sierakoski
Margaret Sroka
Hailey Whipple
Cullen Wozniak
Alexxis Young

Third Honors
Jarod Brown
Patrick Gamache
Catherine Landers
Alison Ovalle

Tanner Richardson

Seth Rider
Ciara Staiger
Rachel Waldron

GRADE 8

First Honors
Haleigh Bassett
Ryan Bezio

Sara Bradley
Amber Caouette
Danielle Conant
Malcolm Crosby
Cheyenne Edwards

Ken Leng

Ian MacPhail
Alexander Morin
Mackenzie Salls
Serena Smith
Alexandra Wing-
LaClaire

Zachary Wright
Nicholas York
Charles Zilinski

Second Honors
Trenton Bourbeau
Lisa Callahan
Aidan Connelly
Teagan Deery
Thomas Dubay
Alexander
Fitzpatrick
Melanie Howard
Brittany Miller
Rachel Savinski

Savannah Thornton

Third Honors

Jamie Bolduc-DeHart

Samantha Currier
Zachary Demars
Justin Giguere
Joshua Gonzalez

Jemma Rose Dickson

Kamryn Frost

Liam Ellis

Melissa Hersey Nadia Hasan Jessica Gaines
Daniela Parpalov Seth Leamy Lexi Griffin
Patrick Riggott Mitchell Mailloux Emily Rells

Veronika Sankova

Timothy Momaney

Andrew LaPenta

Spencer Hubert
Jacqueline
MacConnell
Princess Ramirez
Andrew Renaud
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younger age, and if the person
is fatigued. Females are more
susceptible to concussion than
males. Athletes in college are
usually able to recover in two
weeks, but in high school it can
take from one to three months
before they can come back.

According to Greenbacher.
most medical doctors in
general practice are not
sufficiently aware of all the
aspects related to head injuries,
and so it is not uncommon for a
student to return to school
having been cleared by their
physician but with noticeable
limitations, suggesting they are
not completely healed from a
concussion. This puts the
responsibility on the schools to
enact strict policies requiring
student athletes to be cleared
by the school as well before
returning to play.

The cost of the computer
testing program is not high,
Greenbacher said, about $250 a
year. At the end of his
presentation, Marge Levenson,
school committee member
from Montague, asked Ladd if
this was something the district
could invest in for the future,
and Ladd answered, “Yes.”

School committee members
signed warrants for the election
to be held on May 16th. A
discussion on whether to hold a

meeting the day after the
election to elect new officers,
as has been the tradition, ended
without resolution.

In other business, the school
committee voted unanimously
to approve the job description
to be posted to replace the
principal at Montague
Elementary, now that Elizabeth
Musgrave has announced she
will not be seeking an
extension of her contract. As
one of several policy matters
the superintendent brought to
the school committee to be
reviewed, a task force will be
formed to study the issue of
entrance age to kindergarten
with Jane ©Oakes of Gill
volunteering to participate. The
current policy is that a child
has to be five years old by
September 1st of the school
year to be admitted to
kindergarten. Other districts
are more flexible, putting Gill-
Montague at a disadvantage in
terms of school choice. State
regulations say if a student is
already enrolled in
kindergarten in another school
and wants to transfer to another
district, they have to be
accepted. Ladd said this means
if a child is enrolled at age 4 in
Sunderland and then transfers
to Gill-Montague. they would

have to accept them.
D

70 Flavors of Soft Serve
Now Open
11 am -9 pm
Sundays Noon - 9 pm

o3 ‘l‘um.'ers Falls Road

NANCY L., DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndoleficrocker.com closed Mondays
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DESE.

“If both Leverett and
Shutesbury leave U-28, I have a
hard time seeing how U-28
could exist in its present form,”
said Hajir. He said the impetus
for the renewed consideration
of elementary regionalization
stemmed from dissatisfaction
with the financial efficiency of
U-28.

At the April 26th selectboard
meeting, Peter d’Errico said the
towns also discussed, “some
really intriguing possibilities in
a K-8 region, but we’re not
talking about taking that step
yet.”

The selectboard has asked
the school committee to
undertake an administrative
efficiency study of U-28. At the
Shutesbury meeting, Kulik and
Rosenberg referenced “other
school unions that operate more
efficiently,” than U-28,

according to Julie Shively, who
mentioned that in some school
unions, the superintendents also
act as business manager. If that
were to be the case at a new
region between Shutesbury,
Pelham and Leverett, there
would also be fewer night
meetings for the superintendent
and business manager to attend,
she pointed out.

Chair Rich Brazeau
suggested a follow-up meeting
on the topic of elementary
regionalization with members
of the school committee, the
education study committee, and
the finance committee, to take
place on May 10th at town hall.

“We’re out in front of the
school committee. They should
be out in front on this.” said
d’Errico.

In other news, the board is
readying an application for a
$50,000 planning and
implementation grant from the

Mass Broadband Institute to
enable the town to pave the way
for delivering last mile fiber
optic cable to households in
town. The board talked about
the possibility of renting a ditch
digging machine a laying
conduit and cable as a town
project. The board was pleased
to see a new map of middle
mile cable from MBI now
includes a loop up Cave Hill
Road to North Leverett Road,
probably leading to the North
Leverett Fire Station. Shively,
who lives on Richardson Road,
seemed especially pleased by
this development. The delivery
of middle mile cable is still
some years away, the board
said.

Town clerk Lisa Stratford
will be taking a six month leave
for health reasons starting May
Oth, after a stem cell donor
providing a fortuitous 100%
match was located to enable her

to undergo promising treatment
for a difficult medical
condition. She will need to
recuperate for six months.
although she said she would be
able to do some work from
home during that time.

Former town clerk Dee Ann
Kelty will fill in for Stratford,
five hours a week, at $25 an
hour, during her recovery.

The official town census is
up from ten years ago, from
1620 (a number the board
scoffed at as inaccurate
anyway) to 1851 in 2010.

Portia Weiskel has proposed
a display of plastic water
bottles (“nothing trashy™) on
the town common, to encourage
people to drink tap water as an
energy conservation measure.
The board approved the idea,
with a touch of nostalgia for
Weiskel’s previous

conservation display of
clothes on a clothesline. W
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - In our last col-
umn we discussed gun safety.
Today’s column provides advice
to parents and grandparents who
have a gun in the home.

Guns and children are a
volatile mix. Gunshot wounds are
second only to car accidents as a
cause of fatal injury in children.

Almost 30 children are injured
or killed daily by guns in this

THE HERITHY GEEZER:
Advice to Parents and Grandparents who have a Gun in the Home

country; most of the guns are
owned by the child’s family or
friends, researchers have found.

One-third of all families in
America that have children also
have guns, and more than 40 per-
cent of them don’t keep their
guns locked wup. Children
younger than eight can’t tell the
difference between a real gun and
a toy, and 3-year-olds are strong
enough to pull the trigger on a
real gun. Children and teens com-
mit more than half of all uninten-
tional shootings.

So what should you do to pro-
tect children who are in a home
with a gun? I'll provide some
tips, but if you want a detailed
safety program you can teach
your children at home, call the
Eddie Eagle Program at 800-231-

0752. This program is sponsored
by the National Rifle
Association.

If you teach them nothing else,
repeat these instructions over and
over to them. If you find a gun:

STOP! Don’t Touch. Leave
the Area. Tell an Adult.

Don’t allow guns to become
mysterious. If they are an
unknown, children will become
curious and look for your gun
when you are not around. Talk
openly about them.

Discuss gun use on television
and movies where firearms are
often handled carelessly and
characters are “killed.” Tell chil-
dren about the real dangers guns
present.

Explain

the difference

between toy guns and real guns.
If your child has toy guns, you
can use them to demonstrate how
they are different from genuine
firearms. You can also use them
to teach safe gun handling.

Store guns so they are inacces-
sible to children and other unau-
thorized users. Gun shops sell a
wide variety of safes, cases. and
other security devices.

And gun safety is worth teach-
ing your children even if you
don’t own a gun. According to
federal statistics, there are guns in
about half of all U.S. households.
Your child or grandchild could
visit a friend and confront a gun.

A recent survey done at the
University of Michigan found
that most American parents who
own guns discuss gun safety with

their children, but the majority of
parents who don’t own guns
ignore the subject.

In their national poll on chil-
dren’s health, the researchers
asked 1.621 parents about gun
ownership and if they had dis-
cussed gun safety with their chil-
dren.

One-third of respondents with
children ages 5 to 17 said they
had a gun in the home. Of parents
with guns in the home, 82 percent
said they have talked to their chil-
dren about gun safety. But only
48 percent of parents without
guns in the home have ever dis-
cussed gun safety with their chil-
dren.

If vou have a question, please
write to fred@healthygeezer.com

When Augustus Owsley Stanley III died on March 13th, veaders perusing his obit in |
the NY Times may have noted his passing as just a footnote to the pyschedelic 60s
— another Merry Prankster gone. But Wendells Jim Thornley lost a fiiend.

Owsley's on the Qutside Looking In

BY JIM THORNLEY
WENDELL - In 1968 I was
drafted. Believing that the
Vietnam War was immoral and
doomed to failure, T ignored
the draft notice and traveled
around the country, exploring
what life had to offer.

In the spring of 1970, I was
arrested by the FBI for failure
to report for induction into the
armed services. I was sen-
tenced to two years in federal
prison. and served 15% months
in the federal correctional

institute at Lompoc, CA. Then
I was transferred to the prison
camp. outside the fences of the
federal prison, where I served
the last 100 days of my sen-
tence.

Because I worked in food
service and had to rise early, I
was assigned to a room with
just two others, rather than a
crowded dormitory. The build-
ing was two stories, cin-
derblock, with dorms on each
end, and rooms in the middle,
three bunks to a room, with a

thick wooden
door and a
large glass
window.

After my
first week.
the man in
the next bunk
was released. |
A new room-
mate  soon |
appeared. His |
name was ':- ]
Ows ey -
Stanley. 1 Oy

ear.’ }}zm@; born Az;gmfw Ouwsley Stankey IIT

(January 19th, 1935 - March 13th, 2071)

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG
Break In, Shoplifting, Illegal Dumping

Wednesday, 4/20

1:37 a.m. Fight in front of Carroll's
Market in Millers Falls. Unfounded.
10:27 am. Pedestrian accident at
Food City parking lot on Avenue A.
Services rendered.

11:21 a.m. Drug, narcotics violation
on T Street. Services rendered.

4:19 p.m. Burglary, breaking and
entering on Station Street. Services
rendered.

6:25 p-m. Structural fire on New
Street. Referred to other agency.
10:14 p.m. Drug, narcotics violation
on T Street. Services rendered.
Thmd&y. 4/21

12:14 am. Loud noise disturbance
outside the Rendezvous on Third
Street. ].nvestigated.

4 p.m. Neighbor disturbance on
Third Street. Services rendered.
5:40 pm. Suspicious auto by the
Millers Falls railroad tracks. Services
rendered.
Friday, 4/22
3:47 a.m. Suspicious auto at cemetery
on Montague City Road. Services
rendered.
2:34 pm. Arrest of
oplifting

y conceali mer dise at Food
City on Avenue A.

6:10 p.m. Neighbor disturbance on
Third Street. Services rendered.

7:16 pm. Loud noise disturbance on
Eleventh Street.

10:30 p.m. Burglary, breaking
entering on G Street. Invesl:igated‘

and

Soncles 4/ 24

5:34 pm. Illegal dumping on Lake
Pleasant Road. Ilwestigated‘

Monday, 4/25

2:08 am. Domestic disturbance on
Third Street. Services rendered.

7:11 a.m. Summons served in hand to

, for operating a motor vehicle
to endanger, marked lanes violations,
and failure to wear a seatbelt.
Tuesday, 4/26
9:10 am. Burglary, breaking and
entering at Country Creemee on
Millers Falls Road. I:Lvestigated.

12 p.m. Pro bable cause arrest for out-

e I

knew who he was, but not a
whole lot about him. He came
in on a Friday night.

On Saturday he had a visitor
and was gone most of the day.
I was sitting on my bunk when
he returned. unsearched. as
was the practice at the prison
camp. He came in hurriedly,
handed me a brownie wrapped
in foil, about five inches long,
one and a half inches wide and
an inch deep, and said, “Here,
eat this quick!” It had a strong
flavor of pot.

For the next five to six
hours, I sat glued to my bunk.
That was the beginning of my
100 days with Owsley as a
roommate.

I soon realized he was one
of the most brilliant people I
had ever met. He seemed to
know everything about every-
thing, from philosophy to sci-
ence, especially chemistry, to
the origins of modern musical
mstruments, and the entire his-
tory of ‘The Pigskin’ (football
American style).

Before long he was allowed
to bring in a precursor to the
cassette boom box, which.
unbeknownst to the jailers, had
been hot-rodded to play
extremely loudly and clearly.
The globe of the frosted ceiling
fixture soon sprouted a red
light bulb, with two of our
reading lamps sprouting green
bulbs. Late at night, the room
became our own mini-Grateful
Dead concert.

Owsley’s good friend Bob
Thomas, also a prisoner, would
stop by the room after dinner
count. He was an amazing
artist and musician. Along with
our other roommate, Danny
Montano. we would spend our
evenings telling stories and
reading ZAP, My, Natural, and
the Fabulous Furry Freak
Brothers comic books. Thomas
and sometimes a friend or two
would play music.

On December 30th, 1971,
another amazing character at
the prison came into the food
service back door where I was
washing pots alone early in the

see OWSLEY pg 18
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morning. He handed me a
small orange pill shaped like
saccharin, saying, “Half of this
will do you really good. but
you can take all of it!”

I found out later that day,
that he and another friend had
handed out probably 225 hits
of LSD among the 250 prison-
ers. That day, in the federal
prison camp maybe 200 pris-
oners were stoned on LSD.

Being a little on the cautious
side. after work I brought the
pill to the room to show Bear
(Owsley’s nickname). He said
he knew who made it, that it
was pure, and that I should not
take it that day but wait until
the next day, New Year’s Eve.

Soon Owsley had his own
orange pill, and New Year’s
Eve 1971 was a night I will
never forget! Even though

prison was very drab, it was
definitely one of my most col-
orful evenings. A long night of
philosophizing ensued, and I
got to know Bear as a friend.

After several more adven-
tures, I was released at the end
of February, 1972. Bear was
released a few months later and
resumed working with the
Grateful Dead, after which he
designed their great Wall of
Sound, at the time the best
sound system on the planet.

In the summer of 1972, the
Grateful Dead were playing
their first gig at the University
of California at Santa Barbara.
It was an outdoor concert in the
football stadium. Five of us ex-
cons drove to the concert and
split the cost of one ticket. We
elected Joe the Priest to go in
to find Bear. Forty-five min-
utes later, out came smiling Joe
with five backstage passes. We

In accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 40. Chapter 40A
Section 5, Section 9 and Chapter
41 Section 81Q of M.GL., the
Wendell Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on May 17,
2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town
Offices at Morse Village Road to
consider changes to the Wendell
Zoning Bylaws and the Wendell
Subdivision Regulations as
described below.

Article V Access. Density &
Dimensional Regulations,
Section B. Other Dimensional
Requirements — To be changed to
read: “FRONT YARD: The min-
imum distance between the front
lot line and any principal building
shall be 25 feet.” Remove: “The
minimum distance between the
front lot line and any building or
structure that contains more than
one(1) dwelling unit shall be 100
feet.”

Remove Article XII Large
Development Review.

Add the following text in
Article VI Section B, under “Site
Plan Review” as the second para-
graph: “The construction or reno-
vation of one or more buildings
on a single lot or contiguous lots
under common ownership that
will result in 10,000 square feet
or more of enclosed floor area
shall be subject to a Site Plan
Review, provided the develop-
ment or activity is not subject to a

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF WENDELL PLANNING BOARD

Special Permit.”

WENDELL SUBDIVISION
REGULATIONS - Update of the
subdivision regulations to incor-
porate changes in the Zoning
Bylaws regarding Conservation
Development and drainage. lay-
out and performance guarantee
improvements. The regulations
contain the following sections:
“Authority, Purpose,
Applicability and
Implementation: Waivers: Plan
Believed Not To Require
Approval (ANR); Subdivision
Plans (Preliminary and
Definitive); Preliminary and
Definitive Subdivision Plans
General Submittal Requirements;
Additional Required Submittals
for Preliminary Plans; Additional

Required Submittals for
Definitive Plans; Definitive Plan
Approval and Recording;

Performance Guarantees; Design
Standards and Required
Improvements; Project
Management; Administration and
Fees: Subdivision Closeout and
As-Built Plans.”

On or before April 30, 2011,
the proposed text of the bylaw
changes and subdivision regula-
tions under consideration will be
posted outside the Town Offices
for review and will be available
from the Town Coordinator and
at the Town Library during their
regular business hours.

entered and had a private treat
with Bear, dripped straight
from his famous Murine eye-
dropper bottle. It was only the
second time I had seen the
Dead, but it was the first time I
realized what they were all
about.

For the next eight years, I
saw about one Dead concert a
year in such a fashion, at vari-
ous venues, and saw Bear at
other times. I visited his studio,
along with another wild and
crazy prison friend, Bob
Nichols, on a day that Bear was
choosing from the archives of
the many early Dead perform-
ances he had recorded, to com-
pile the album, Bear’s Choice.

One of the Dead shows I
saw was in the Oakland
Coliseum, where the Oakland
Athletics play baseball. The
Beach Boys were the opening
act. The stage had been set up
in center field, over the bleach-
ers and protruding onto the
field. The patrons filled the rest
of the ballpark on the field.
The backstage area consisted
of the whole outfield bleach-
ers.

Having already had a treat

from Bear, I really enjoyed the
Beach Boys. Their encore of
“Daddy Took the T-Bird Away”™
had everyone in the whole
place screaming the refrain
(whoo, whoo, Daddy took the
T-bird away), jumping up and
down and waving their arms
over their heads.

As the Dead set up their
Wall of Sound. a six-story
structure of scaffolding on
each side of the stage filled
with speakers, a forklift lifting
the speakers up to the stage
from the outfield got stuck,
causing a delay and modifica-
tion in how the system was to
be set up. I saw Bear in purple
pants on the top of the towers,
moving speakers around,
which he ordinarily wouldn’t
have been doing. Then I
walked out amongst the crowd.
I heard one fellow comment,
“Hey, did you see, that guy in
the purple pants just fell off the
top of the towers!”

I turned around and saw no
one on the tower, so I immedi-
ately walked back. There was
Bear, lying on his back on the
ground. conscious. He said he
thought he was all right.

People were telling him not to
move while they called an
ambulance.

I talked with Bear about the
incident at a later time. He said
while moving a speaker
around, he put his foot down
into thin air. He said he imme-
diately knew he had to let him-
self fall loosely. After spending
the rest of the evening in the
hospital. he came out with
nothing more severe than a
broken wrist, after falling six
stories onto the dirt warning
track.

I never saw Bear again after
1980, but kept informed of his
whereabouts through friends. I
was saddened to hear of his
demise in a car accident in
Australia on March 13th, 2011.
Bear truly was an amazing per-
son with a unique mind and
outlook on life. He was a
behind-the-scenes player who
influenced a whole generation.
Fame came to him. He was not
seeking it, and indeed stayed as
far out of the limelight as he
could. He was always on the

outside looking in. IWE
L

miss Bear.

Rebirth of the Drama Circle

BY GENEVIEVE FRASER
ORANGE - The Drama Circle,
dedicated to original works of
the stage and screen. is about to
be reborn.

Readings are scheduled for
the second Saturday of the
month, starting on Saturday,
June 11th from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Formerly housed at Mount
Wachusett Community
College, the Drama Circle is
now sponsored by the perform-
ing arts division of the non-
profit organization, Art for
Life, at 7 East Main Street, in

Orange.

But this time around a new
twist is being added. Along
with  presenting  original
scripts, the Drama Circle will
also feature readings of scenes
from classical theater pieces by
Shakespeare, Chekhov, Ibsen
and others. The hope is that by
reviewing classical theater,
playwrights will develop a
solid understanding of the ele-
ments needed to create a dra-
matic work. But just as before.
readings as well as the oppor-
tunity to submit scripts will be

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG
Assist Other Police, Larceny

Wednesdey, 4/13

10:30 p.m. Report of a
suspicious motor vehicle
at the French King
Bzidge. Checked same.
All OK.

Thmdny‘*/ 14

1:35 pm. Assisted state
police with motor vehicle
crash on Route 2.

3:10 p.m. Larceny inves-

SuPPly.

tance.

tigation at Renovators

Fridayd /15
6:58 pm. Subject walk-
ing on Route 2. Subject
fine. Declined any assis-

10:30 pm. Assisted
Northfield police with
group of people and a
large camp fire
Wendell Road.

11.00 p.m. Assisted

Northfield Po].ice with
possible fight. Reported
two male subjects on
Main Street. Checked
area. Both subjects were
gone.

Sunday, 4/17

2:05 pm. Report of
possible dispute in area
of Holmes  Street.
Checked on su])ject& All
set and moved al{mg,

on

open to anyone of any age or
ability.

The Drama Circle was orig-
inally organized in the mid-
1990s and closed in 2002.
Future plans include producing
staged readings and full pro-
ductions at the Orange Town
Hall

One of the scripts presented
at the Drama Circle from years
past, ‘Lincoln,” is by nationally
recognized author, Michael
Riccards. Later adapted as a
musical with songs from the
Civil War period. the Orange
town hall would be a perfect
venue for a world premiere of
this work, and Riccards, who 1s

the former president of
Fitchburg State College, has
agreed.

If you are an actor or inter-
ested in participating in a read-
ing or having an original play
or screenplay read, please call
(978) 544-1872, or email:
FraserGenevieve@gmail.com.
The Drama Circle is free of
charge and open to the public.
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Computer Solutions

Computer Sales & Service

Find us at:
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls!

www.about-facecomputers.com

We'lve Moved!

Phone; 413-863-5447

&

Turn your compiiter troubles punode §

@YV ENT TO EXCELLENCE

NEEDFUL THINGS = 11D e KUSTOM AUTOBODY
SELLING QUALITY  {ase s~ - Fine Art Drawings and e
AND COLLECTIBLES il Q| B e on 48 il Rl
~ New ITEms Arrive WEEKLY! ~ TeLEPHONE 413.863.9299 APPOINTMENT. Phonef;gilggg—STSO

email: carmagehouse@signedinstone.com
65 CANAL STREET © TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

Open Monday-Saturday « 413-774-7430
199 Deerfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield

Mike Fuller, Owner
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EVERY FRIDAY

AND SATURDAY NIGHT

Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke.
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT
Between the Upnights, Turners Falls:
Acoustic open mic, every Thursday &
night, Dan, Kip and Shulzy from -
Curly Fingers DuPree host. All are |
welcome. Instruments provided or
bring your own. 8:30 - 11:30 p.m.
Through SATURDAY, APRIL 30th
Great Falls Discovery Center:
Spineless Splendor: ap
Photography Exhibit by Northem ==
Naturalists, Noah Charney and |
Charley Eiseman.
Through MAY ,
Franklin Medical Center Cafeteria, |

Greenfield: Oil paintings on display |
by Ted Graveline of Gill. All sales |~

proceeds will benefit St Jude's :

Children’s Hospital.

Through SUNDAY, JUNE 5th
Hallmark Gallery, Turners Falls: |
Was There: Stories of War and
Homecoming, Public Reception -
Friday, April 8th 3 - 7 p.m.
THURSDAY, APRIL 28th

Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp,
Country & City Blues Guitar and
Vocals, 8-10 p.m.

Capen room at Stoneleigh-Burnham
School, Greenfield: The 20th Annual
Poetry Awards ceremony, 7 p.m.
Boswell's Books, Shelburne Falls:
reading featuring two local poets Paula
Sayword and Janet MacFadyen. And
open mic afterward for readers signed-
up in advance, 6 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners
bamRocket, funk, grass.
FRIDAY, APRIL 29th

Deja Brew, Wendell: fzzy & The
Kesstronics, Red Hot Roots, Rock &
Swing, 9 - 11 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Arborea,
Sand Plains Index, Free, 9:30 p.m.
Sloan Theater Greenfield Community
College: Presentation by  Takaaki
Morikawa, a survivor of the Atomic

Falls:

KILLIGREW:

stldl prowdly serving

BROWN RICE SALAD

Marisol C}estiu pI} at the

Bomb dropped on Hiroshima.12 - 1:30

p-m. Reception and meet the speaker:
2 - 3 pm at Recovery Annex, 74

Federal St. Greenfield.
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:

Thrive Project Half Year

Celebration & Benefit at The
Rendezvous, 8 p.m. on Saturday
April 30th, with Zach Holmes,

Anna Burnham, Ginevra

Bucklin-Lane, & Steve Koziol.

Memphis Kelly, 9:30 p.m_

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Sun Parade
with Lux Deluxe, At Burrito Rojo... Fresh
off the heels of their awesome perform-
ance at the Upper Valley Music Fest at
the Arts Block, Northampton's own Sun
Parade plays with the incredibly talented
group of teenagers in Lux Deluxe! Not fo
be missed! 9-11 p.m.

Montague Bookmill: Beauty Feast and
Strange Shapes. Beauty Feast an
anchor-less band set adrift in a sea of
time; a bumbling, stumbling, persistently
unfocused but ultimately irresistible
group of kids formed in 2007 by Kelly
Zutrau, Anna Meyer, Marty Sulkow and
later joined by Shane O' Gonnell, Doug
Bleek and Chris Smith. Their music,
though also bumbling and stumbling, is
elegant and raw in its simplicity and
frankly, very catchy as well. Strange
Shapes i1s a band from Brooklyn’s
Bushwick neighborhoo — twangy asym-
metric power-pop.8 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30th

Great Falls Discovery Cenbter, Turners
Falls: Field Walk, Invertebrate Tracking.
Limted Space. Call 413-863-3221 to
reserve a spot and to get further infor-
mation. 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM.

Greenfield Savings Bank-Community
Room, Turners Falls: Wake up Your
Perennial Garden, Come and get some
spring gardening tips from Marguerite
Sgadaro, master gardener. Should you
cut off dead shoots? How much? Should
you fertilize? How soon? When to plant
bulbs, rodent problems and much more!
As always, a question and answer peri-
od is included! Light refreshments will be
provided as well as a surprise to all who
attend! Bring your thoughts about a
monthly plant swap! Seating is limited so
please call Linda or Kern at 413-863-
4316. 10 am.-12 p.m.

Old Depot Gardens, Montague:
Opening Day for the season. Get great
organic starts for your home garden — a

ENT

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

wide variety of select flower and veg-
etable bedding plants (all grown in
Montague at Red Fire Farm's new
greenhouse, where Blue Meadow Farm
used to be). We'll also have a delicious
collection of local products, including
cheeses, honey, milk, jams, maple
syrup, pickles and more!

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Thrive
Project Half-Year Anniversary
Celebration and Benefit Concert, featur-
ing Ginevra Bucklin-Lane, Anna
Burnahm, Marisol Celestia, Zach
Holmes, Steve Koziol, and more! 8 p.m.
Dance party starts at 10 p.m.

French King Highway Entertainment
Center, Erving: An Evening of Side-
Splitting Comedy to benefit the Tumers
Falls Sports Booster Club, specifically

Peskeompksut Park, Turners Falls:
Cinco de Mayo Children’s Festival
Bilingual Concert with Laurie Davidson
and Tom Carroll and children’s activities.
If the weather is unpleasant, it will be
held inside the Carnegie Library. 10 a.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fallfown
String Band, 7-30 p.m. Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, Brian
Mallet and Lefty Cullen playing all your
favorite oldies from the 50's & 60’s. 8-
10 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 6th

through SATURDAY, MAY 21st

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Valley
Idol karaoke contest!

FRIDAY, MAY 6th

Montague Grange: Benefit
Community Farm Initiative. Contra

for

dance with Donna Hebert & Max
'Cohen. 7 - 10 p.m.

The Greenfield Community
College Dance Department
%I'CSBHTS a Spring Student

ance Concert on Friday,

May 6th at 7 p.m. at Greenfield

High School Auditorium.

the track team, doors open at 7:30 p.m.,
open at 9 p.m. Tickets: 413-423-3047.
Montague Grange: Montague Scandia,
Spring dance party! Music: Stefhan
Ohlstrom, Matt Fichtenbaum, Andrea
Larson, & lydia ievins.7- 10 p.m.
Montague Bookmill: Red Heart the
Ticker, 8 p.m.

Turners Falls High School Theater: Gill
Montague Education Fund will present
its 7th Annual Gala, The Golden Age of
Rock 'n’ Roll, featuring The Memories,
call Sandy at TFHS 863-7296 7:30 p.m.
Deja Brew, Wendell: Nobody's Fat,
Jazz Trio, 9- 11 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Afterglo, 9:30 p.m.

AUDITIONS SUNDAY, MAY 1st

AND MONDAY MAY 2nd

Auditions for Cole Porter's Anything
Goes, with The Couniry Players, at
Greenfield Community Gollege; note the
two locations. Sunday, May 1st at the
Main Campus, East Building from 3-5
pm. Monday, May 2 at the Downtown
Center from 6-8 p.m. The 2011 Summer
Musical will be performed at the Shea
Theater July 8th to 17th.

SUNDAY, MAY 1st

Downtown Tumers Falls Spring Clean-
Up: Meet at Great Falls Discovery
Center. Pitch in to clean-up Tumers
Falls. This clean-up is being put on by
the Streetscape Committee. For more
details, call the Discovery Center at
(413) 863-3221.

Deja Brew, Wendell:
Contemporary  Originals
Standards, 8 - 10 p.m.
Montague Center Library, Second Floor:
Third Annual Montague Artists
Movement Fine Art Exhibit and Sale, 10
am -3 pm

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4th

Avenue A & Second Street: Great Falls
Farmers Market Opening Day, 2 -6 p.m.
THURSDAY, MAY 5th

Pamela Means,
& Jazz

Greenfield High School Auditorium:
The Dance Department of Greenfield
Community College presents Spring
|Student Dance Concert. A variety of
dance styles will be featured, includ-
ing ballet, contemporary, jazz, hip
hop, tap and Middle Eastern. 7 p.m.
Deja Brew, Wendell: A Ton of Blues,
9-11 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The
\Suitcase Junket (Matt Lorenz of
Rusty Belle) and Azwan and the
|Savages, (folk-hop), 9:30 p.m.
'SATURDAY, MAY Tth

Peskeompskut Park, Turners Falls:
Free Concert with the Greasy Cuffs
Song Tour, 1 pm.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites,
9-11 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners  Falls:
Ameranouche, The trio features two
French acoustic Gypsy jazz guitars
and upright bass, and is a winner of
“Best of New Hampshire” awards, as
well as being veterans of the famed
Newport Jazz Festival. The group tours
nationally, year-round, and has released
two albums of largely of original music
inspired by the legendary Gypsy gui-
tanst, Django Reinhardt. 9:30 p.m.

Elks Lodge, Turners Falls: RiverCulture
Feast for the Arts. You are invited fo
choose and fund Turners Falls’ next
public art project! For a minimum dona-
tion of $10, you will have the opportuni-
ty to vote on submitted proposals to the
Turners Falls Producers Sernes, while
meeting your community, enjoying a fab-
ulous meal provided by local venues
and hearing music from local musicians!

The evening will consist of a cocktail
hour with live music by Caleb
Wetherbee and Shag the Band, followed
by dinner and a short presentation of
proposals, after which you will be able to
informally discuss the ideas and vote on
your favorite. Votes will be tallied by the
end of the evening and a winner
announced. Your dinner fees will go
directly to funding the winning proposal.
One week before the dinner, summaries

THE BRICK ROUSE

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

Weekly Feature:
GREAT FALLS
CREATIVE MOVEMENT

Creative Movement for Kids

Dance with your Toddler
Mondays, 10 - 10:45 am.

Creative Movement for Adults:
Fridays, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
More detailed info, including rates at
movmentstudio.worrdpress.com
Contact/Registration at
Studio.movement@gmail_com
(413) 863-9576
24 Third St. Tumers Falls, 01376
www brickhousecommunity.org

of submitted proposals will be up on the
RiverCulture website for review. They
will also be at the dinner on the voting
ballot. Info and tix here: www.shopwest-
ernmass.com/riverculture/. 6 p.m.
SUNDAY, MAY 8th

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Karaoke, 8 p.m._ Free.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Le Chéile, An Insh
session with Amanda Bernhard,

TINT

Jonathan Hohl Kennedy & Friends. 8-10
p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 10th

Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: Planet of
the Apes on the big screen.

GREENFIELD
CALDEN
CINEMAS

Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-774-4881

www_gardencinemas.net

Showtimes for
Friday April 22nd to Sun April 24th
INSIDIOUS PG13
DAILY 6:45 9:15
RIO G DAILY
12:15 3:15 6:45 9:15
HOP PG
DAILY 12:152:15 4:30
SOURCE CODE PG13
DTS DAILY
12:00 2:15 4:30 6:40 9:10
FAST FIVE PG13 DTS
DAILY
12:00 3:00 6:30 9:30
HOODWINKED TOO!
HOOD VS EVIL (IN 3D)
PG13 DTS DAILY
12:00 2:15 4:30 6:40 9:10

Friday, 4/29 9t 11 p.m.
Izzy & The Kesstronics
roots, rock, swing
Saturday, 4/30 9 o 11 p.m.
Nobody's Fat, Jazz Trio
Sunday, 5/1 8 to 10 p.m.
Pamela Means, Jazz
Thursday, 5/5 8 to 10 p.m.
The Relics, 50’s & 60’s

978-544-BREW
ST7A Lockes Village Road

Next to the Wendell Country Store
www. DejaBrewPub.com

“l‘ied “LUNCH &

', BRUNCH! |
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'THURS 4/28 8pm $3
barnRocket [funk-grass)

FR1 4/29 9:30
Arborea (folk-indie
The Sand Plains Index

SAT 4/30 9pm $10

{but no one turned away for lack of $) |

THRIVE TURNS .5

Show: Ginevra & Anna.
Steve K, Zack H., Marisol C.
10:30 Dance Party with DJK |

Li e
| o0 TBTHRD STREET
MO e s

Power Town 5 BANK Row (RT 5&10)
Apart[nents GREENFIELD, MA
157 Averme A 413 - 772 — 1968

Waliiron Building & Remodeling Toraers Falls, MA 4 OLD SouTH STREET

AName You Can Trust 413-863-9433 DYireroris

Kitchens, Baths, Decks, Replacement Windows professionally managed by: NORTHAMPTON, MA

Additions, New Construction  413-422-2252 Phil HallKeen Management, Inc. 413 — 584 — 9868

Shfetrock, Painting & More.. 413-834-0534 Paul rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

| Fully Insured, CS #088999 f HIC 145293 Sharon Cottrell 2 LOCATIONS * USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS
Free Estimates & Reasonable Rates Property Manager @ (5, OPEN DAILY * RAVYVENUSEDBOOKS.COM
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The Road Less Traveled
Goucke Conghlin

& @ow”

with Blucs and Up withthe Fish |

RICHARD ANDERSEN &
DIANE LYN
MONTAGUE - If you've ever
picked up a copy of The New
Repubhc you're probably famil-
iar with the name Jack Cougblm
He’s been the magazine’s portrait
artist for more than 40 years; his
watercolors include just about
every major writer, musician, and
composer you can think of.
Everyone from Samuel Beckett
to Billie Holiday to Bob Dylan.
Coughlin’s portraits of blues
musicians have been collected in
a book called A4 Brush with the
Blues, and his works are in many |

of Modern Art
in New York City:.

public collections, including
those of the Metropolitan the “Arts & Entertainment” page
Museum of Art and the Museum  of any issue of the Montague

! AL,
If you've eve1: looked at /

Reporter, you've seen one of
Jack’s recent interests: the car-
toonish characters who make up
a, that motley band playing in
the upper, left-hand cor-
ner These musicians and
l others like them populate
r’l‘, /! the tuined landscape that
runs like a character as
=well as a theme
through Skyfish, a col-
lection of twen-
ty-four prints
that constitute
Jack’s playfully
pessimistic
view of the
human condi-
tion.
In Cough-
linville, many
artistic conven-
tions have been
tossed to the
wind.  They
seem to have
no place in a wasteland where the
line between what is real and

The Crabapple Blossom Festival is organized by the Montague Public L braries and RiverCulture.
For more infqrmation, call the Carnegie L brary, 413-863-3214.

HILLSIDE

PLASTICS, INC

what imagined is continually
blurred. Much of'it, like life itself,
resists being reduced to simple
explanations. What, for example,
is the meaning behind the flying
fish and the men who ride them
or carry them under their arms?
And what’s with the alligator-
snouted dogs, frogs on leashes,
birds in raincoats. and people liv-
ing in trash cans? Why is it only
the women who smile? What do
they know that the men don’t?
Many of Coughlin’s grounded
fishmen play the blues. Coughlin
also plays the harmonica and sits
in with various bands in the
neighborhood as well as on the
Cape, where he and his wife,
Joan, own the Golden Cod
Gallery in Wellfleet.

Whimsical, humorous,
thought-provoking, and profound
all at once, Coughlin’s character-
izations of the scruffy, musta-
chioed, bulbous caricatures that

populate his cartoons may recall
Hieronymus Bosch or Peter
Bruegel, but they are also closely
related to the lovable, hapless,
bowler-domed clowns of Charlie
Chaplin, whose love is never
requited; Laurel and Hardy,
whose efforts to accomplish even
the smallest tasks are always
accompanied by pain and failure:
and Samuel Beckett, whose
Gogo and Didi wait in a waste-
land of perpetual hopefulness for
a Godot who will never arrive.

Perhaps they know. like
Coughlin’s  characters, that
dreams. no matter what their size
or how bizarre, are the most reli-
able way to soar above what has
always been and will never
change.

A Brush with the Blues and
Skyfish are locally available at the
Bookmill in Montague and
Broadside Books in
Northampton.

TIMODDBE B wvin<O” OIS M

BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - Change is
rapid in this spring season. One
day the daffodils show the tips of
yellow buds; the next they are in
full bloom. The cheery blossoms
were dark pink against the blue
sky: the day after they shine as
white stars.

Incredibly, the tomato seeds
planted a mere two weeks ago or
so have germinated and are now
stretching, two inches high, with
long roots reaching for more leg
room.

It’s time to transplant, as there
are two seeds per small germinat-
ing cell.

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION

For this next step up I've cho-
sen a light container mix of soil
and perlite. It will allow the new
seedlings and their roots to
stretch out; will cushion the new
growth but still provide little
resistance like some heavier
mixes.

My intent is to save each and
every seedling that has germinat-
ed successfully. That means that
I have double the crop. I hate to
lose one. So, I move firmly but
tenderly, pulling out each com-
pact cell of earth and separating
one seedling, then another, until
the trays are full of little, two-
inch tomatoes, each identified by
its variety with numbered sticks.

It’s almost May now, so these
small plants will need to make
exponential progress in order to
be ready for planting outdoors on
Memorial Day weekend.

Lawn & Garden, ATV

Tires for Work. Tires for Play.

www.petestire.com

Northampton e 186 North King St. 413-586-8815
Brattleboro e 220 0ld Ferry Rd. 802-254-3628
Orange e 275 E. Main St. 978-544-8811

Huge Selection of Passenger,
Light Truck/SUV, Truck, Farm,
Off Road, Industrial, Trailer,

119 Avenue A
863-8000
We Deliver

Grinders * Dinners ¢ Beer & Wine : . .
Open 7 days ¢ 41 years on the Ave It's Pizza TIII[E!

O

MUSIC
MOVIES

OODKHIL T MONTAGUECATER | dor 003

RisTORANTE DiPAoLO

Wednesday Wine Specials o 1* & 3" Thurs Jazz
Glass §5, Baﬁh $20, Appetizers $10

GREAT ITALIAN FOOD

Open Daily at 5:00 | Closed Monday & Tuesday
413-863-4441

AL 5N
|/-uh-.

|[— A Changelout|program

| Il | \ouchers from $

1 LI:‘IITIF'U cleaner burning stavel!

Stop by and see our selection of Thelin stoves

'\i-(_

SOLﬂn sTﬂHE \

info@solarstoreofgreentield.com

Solar!Store of Greenfield
2\Fiske/'Ave

413-772-3122
T-Ei10-5:30pm; Sati10-2pm

Woodiandipelletistove

TreGill Tavern

Come For a drink, stay For a meal

www.thegilltavern.com
326 Main Road, Gill, MA

ome ACCE 5850 5

m.vﬁ"ﬁl" 7

C_ome 1n Tn See Our I:_verj(!a_} 5pecia!q
And Abk u:s About TIH E)cfolc You E)uy :

fabulous dining,
great music, neon art,
full liquor bay,

and the best pizza!

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM
413-863-9006






