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Fire District Sets Aside
$50,000 for New Fire Engine

BY DAVID DETMOLD
TURNERS FALLS — On
Tuesday, the Turners Falls
Fire District took a half-
step toward replacing their
30-year-old Maxam fire
engine, by setting aside
$50,000 trom free cash in
a stabilization account for
the eventual purchase of a
new pumper. The
Prudential Committee had
requested $100,000, to be
raised from taxation,
toward the purchase. But
the fire district’s finance
committee argued that in
tough economic times,
taxpayers could not afford
a rate increase to pay for a
fourth fire truck.

Fire chief Ray Godin
told the 30 voters who
showed up to the annual
meeting at the Hillcrest
School auditorium that the
1979 Maxam was “the last
piece that goes out the
door,” 1o fight a working
structure fire. Even so,
Godin said, “We used it at
least nine times last year. |
have no idea how many
times we will use it this
year.”

Godin said the engine’s
750-gallon tank leaks: the
truck has a rebuilt trans-
mission that is unreliable,
particularly in reverse; the
engine’s water pump
failed last year; it has
some body rot; and, when
leaving the scene of a
house fire on New Year’s
Eve on 2nd Street last
year, it had to be escorted
back to the station by
another truck, lights flash-
ing, when its alternator
failed, disabling all its
electrical systems.

“It’s showing its age,”
said Godin, who noted the
Maxam was a workhouse
during the Strathmore
Mill fire two years ago,
when it provided resupply
water for the other engines
fighting that fire.

Speaking  for  the
finance committee, Joe
Janikas pointed out that
with three other trucks in
the station, and the avail-
ability of mutual aid from
surrounding departments,
the district had not proven
the need to replace this

see TRUCK pg 8

Quick Response to House
Fire in Montague Center

BY DAVID DETMOLD —
In the middle of a severe
thunderstorm, at about 1:54
am. Wednesday, a light-
ning bolt struck the recent-
ly renovated kitchen of a
two-story house at 11
Union Street in Montague
Center, home to Ruth
Helmich and Katherine
Simon. By the time
Montague police and
Montague Center volunteer
firefighters arrived, about
eight minutes later, the rear
of the house was in flames.
Helmich and Simon,
who are both retired, were
taken by BHS ambulance
to Franklin Medical Center
in Greenfield, where they
were being treated for
smoke inhalation. Simon
was reported in good con-
dition on Wednesday after-
noon, while Helmich was
in intensive care, in serious
condition. Four of their six
cats perished in the fire.

Assistant chiefs Rick
Sawin and Gary Dion
arrived on the scene in the
first Montague Center fire
truck at 2:05 a.m., with
three other volunteers.
“Fire was showing from
the back side of the house,”
Sawin said. He speculated
the lightning strike had
traveled down the antenna
to the kitchen roof. “It took
a wicked hit.”

Neighbor Jaye Pope,
who lives about a block
away on Main Street, said
the lightning bolt was so
bright it woke her from
sleep. It was like a strobe
light. A millisecond later
there was this loud explo-
sion. I've never heard any-
thing like it.” She praised
the rapid response of police
and fire personnel for
averting worse disaster.

Montague Center volun-
teer firefighter Ralph Rau

see BLAZE pg 6

\xm_ue NELSON

IN CONCERT

TIMETHIEE PHOTOGRARHY, PETER TORO © 2009

Willie Nelson performing at the Mullins Center Priday night;
Mickey Raphael, on harp, background

BY DAVID DETMOLD
AMHERST - American
[dols come and go, but
American Icons just rave
on.

That’s what country
music greats Ray Price, 83,
and Willie Nelson, 75, did
on Friday, April 17th, at the
Mullins Center, at UMass
Ambherst.

The crowd was not large
— Western Massachusetts,
despite Bear Country’s best
efforts — is not a hotbed of
country music, but it was
devoted. Many of the peo-

ple seated near the stage
sang along to almost every
song.

Price, who has the bona

fides to dispute the title of

hardest working man in
country music with Nelson,
told the crowd he was
brought to Nashville by
Hank Williams in 1951,
and roomed with him for a
year before Williams died
on New Years Day, 1953 in
the back seat of a Caddy on
the road to Canton, Ohio,
with a few empty beer cans

see CONCERT pg 6

L1ghtn1ng Strlke on Wl]ls H1]1

]ep‘ I~mpmw£ ffmrr the remnants ﬂf d Mﬁzﬁe pine blasted by
a lightning bolt on Wills Hill early Wednesday morning
BY DAVID DETMOLD

MONTAGUE PLAINS -
“I"ve seen plenty of light-

ning strikes before,” said
Turners  Falls  water
department  superinten-
dent Mike Brown on
Wednesday. “T"ve seen the
scars run down the trees
right to the ground. But
I’ve never seen a tree
blown up like this before.”

Most everybody in

Montague woke up short-
ly before two a.m. on
Wednesday morning, as a
severe lightning storm
passed through the area,
with booming thunder-
claps rattling window-
panes all over town.

One bolt struck a white
pine on the water depart-
ment’s road to Wills Hill,
and shattered it to

see STRIKE pg 7

Closed But Not Forgotten

HYRUM H. HUSKEY JR.
MONTAGUE CENTER -
What to do with the now-
closed Montague Center
School building was the
focus of a public hearing at
the Montague Center fire
station on Wednesday,
April 22nd. Judging by the
30-plus attendees, the
school building’s historical
role in Montague Center
remains vivid in residents’
thoughts.

Wednesday’s forum, at
the Montague Center fire
station, was staged as an
opportunity to hear reac-
tions and ideas from resi-
dents to a building-use fea-
sibility study conducted by
Greenberg and Associates
of Putney, VT, an architec-
tural firm working on the
study in conjunction with
Montague’s capital
improvements committee.

“Unlike the Strathmore
and Railroad Salvage
buildings,” said Les
Cromack, the committee’s
chair, “Montague Center
School is owned by the
town.”

Cromack noted that the
school building “has some
negatives” and “was not an

easy building to sell, but it
does have potential.”

Doug Kennedy, a plan-
ner and economist from
Norwich, VT, opened the
consultants’ presentation
with a brief summation of
locational factors, the con-
dominium market for dif-
ferent age groups, and the
economic and age demo-
graphics of the surrounding
area. He noted that the
growth in the number of
Montague Center residents
between the ages of 55 and
75, with incomes over
$75,000, exceeded other
towns in the area. That
trend, he suggested, might
bode well for potential con-
dominium or rental market-
ing.

Kennedy also outlined
the marketing factors sur-
rounding other proposed
uses.

Chip Greenberg, of
Greenberg and Associates,
stated that his initial plan-
ning, and the architectural
drawings included in his
presentation, were based on
three primary assumptions:
market potentials, the
building itself. and the rural

see SCHOOL pg 13

Erving Paper Mill Files for
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy

Stock Market Losses for Pension Funds Cited

BY DAVID DETMOLD —
On Monday, April 20th, the
Erving Paper Mill filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptey.
According to a press
release  from  Erving
Industries and a report in
the  Boston  Business
Journal, the company is
taking the step primarily
due to a decline in the stock
market value of assets held
in its pension fund, leaving
the company’s pension
plans underfunded by
about $15 million.
Company CFO Denis
Emmett said on Tuesday,
“We are going to continue
operating as normal. We're
hoping to emerge from

bankruptcy by the end of

this year. We are not plan-
ning any major changes to
the workforce. We are
operating seven days a
week, 24 hours a day.”

Erving Industries, the
parent company of the
paper mill and the adjacent
ERSECO water treatment
plant, is a family-owned
business owned by the
Housen family. It formerly
employed 1300 workers in
several states, but has
downsized to a workforce
of 130 at the longtime
mainstay of its operations,
the paper mill in Erving
Center.

On the the paper mill’s
centennial celebration in
2005, CEQ Morris Housen
looked forward to the com-
pletion of MassHighway’s
multi-year, multi-million
dollar bypass of Route 2
around the mill, completed
in 2007, as an opportunity
to install a fourth paper-
making machine, and
expand operations at the

see MILL pg 9
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PET OF THE WEEK
Quick Paw

e]l

My name is Odell and I'm a 7-
year-old male black-and-white
longhair cat in need of a good
home. Quiet but playful,
reserved yet so very affectionate,
with a very quick paw to catch a
catnip mouse — yes, that’s me! [
was a stray, and il was just my
bad luck that the house I picked
out to live in already had too
many cats. Even the nice person
who brought me here said they
would have kept me... I was so
great, except that they already
had those other cats, [I'm sure
once you meet me, see my beau-
tiful white ruff, and hear my purr
when you pet me, you will want
to take me home. For more
information on adopting me
please contact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society at 413-
548-9898 or via email: lev-
eretti@dpvhs.org.

MONTAGUE CENTER LIBRARY NEWS
Visiting with Baby Emus

o L
PHOTXBY LINMN&QMN

Dame’/d Parpalor of 1‘ urners Fe a//f enjoyed bolding a week-old emu
chick at the Carnegie Library on Tuesday, April 21st, Two baby emus
were brought by Diane Mares, who has been raising emus with
her sister, Geri Jobnson, at Songline Farm in Gill since 19953.

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Burying anel sellling yied books

32 BRIDGE STREET, 2ZND FLOOR
SHELEBURNE FaALLS, MA

413-625-9850
ndoleiicrocker.com closed Mondays

on Avenue A for over 10 years

If we don't carry your favorite brand,
we'll order it for you!

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm

Fri & Sat 10am-11pm * Sun Noon-7pm
59 Avenue A * Turners Falls

863-9900

The Montagque
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This newspaper shall not be liable
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will print without charge that part
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reserve the right to refuse adver-
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copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:
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Correction:

Due to an editing error, a pas-
sage about the proper way to
respond if you discover a tick on
your skin in the article on the
Politics of Lyme Disease (MR
VIl #28) was printed incorrectly.
Instead of reading:
swiftly and gently. Use tweezers
or ‘tick spoons’ preferably. Do
not light it on fire. Apply

“Pull it off

Vaseline or any other topical
agents to the tick while it is
attached to your skin,” the pas-
sage should have read: “Pull it
off swiftly and gently. Use
tweezers or ‘tick spoons’ prefer-
ably. Do not light it on fire,
apply Vaseline or any other top-
ical agents to the tick while it is
attached to your skin.” Got that?

Visiting Bell Choir on April 26th

If you enjoy Bell Ringers, then
plan to attend the 9:30 a.m. serv-
ice at the First Congregational
Church, 148 L. Street in Turners
Falls on Sunday, April 26th. The
Bell Cheir from the Amherst

South Congregational Church
will present their music, under
the direction of choir director
Orca Giarrusso. A coffee hour
will follow the service. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.

Stone Dresser, at the recent art
opening at Sheffield Sehool

Crabapple Festival Refurns

TURNERS FALLS - The sixth annual
Tumers Falls Crabapple Blossom
Festival runs from May 1st to May
17th. Many of the downtown streets
and parks in Turners Falls are lined
with flowering crabapple and apple
frees. Various events are scheduled
to encourage people to come and
enjoy the flowers and Tumers Falls'
nature, art, history and architecture,
beginning with a GeoTour with geolo-
gist Steve Winters on Saturday, May
2nd from 1 to 3 p.m. On Tuesday,
May 5th you can enjoy a Cinco de
Mayo Children's Festival in
Peskeomskut Park from 9:30 a.m. to
noon. Tom Carroll and Laurie
Davidson will perform a bilingual con-
cert from 10 to 11 a.m. during the fes-
tival, which will also include a parade
around the park and arts and crafts
activities. (Inside the Camegie Library
if it rains.) Look for more events in
next week's paper.

During the festival, free self-guid-
ed tour booklets and lists of area
attractions will be available at the
Camegie Library and the Great Falls
Discovery Center. The library is open
Monday to Wednesday, 1 to 8 p.m.,
Thursday, 1 to 5 p.m,, Friday, 10 am.
to 5 p.m.,, and Saturday, 10 a.m. fo 2
p.m. For info: call 863-3214.

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES — April 27th to May 1st

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. for activities. Council on
Aging Director is Bunny
Caldwell. Congregate meals are
served on Tuesday through
Friday. For information or to
make reservations, call 863-
9357 or 863-4500. Meal reser-
vations need to be made a day in
advance by 11:00 a.m. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the center is not open.

Monday, 27th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:50 a.m. Easy Aerobics
Tuesday, 28th

9:00 a.m. Walking Group
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga
1:00 p.m. Canasta
Wednesday, 29th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, 30th
ELSO" i
Appreciation Lunch
1:00 p.m. Pitch
Friday, Ist

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:50 a.m. Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m. Scrabble

Volunteer

The Montague mealsite is in
need of a volunteer to prepare
the Monday meal. This job takes
about 3 hours to warm pre-
cooked meals, serve and clean
the kitchen afterwards.

Gill/Montague Senior Trips,
Call 863-9357 or 863-4500 for
more information: The
Lighthouse Trail, Thursday May
21st, §71. Per person. Tour some
of New England’s most beauti-
ful and historic lighthouses!
Upon arrival in Portsmouth,
NH, our step-on guide will be
Jeremy D’ Entremont, one of the
leading experts on lighthouses.
He is the author of several books
and hundreds of articles on
lighthouse history! He has been
photographing and writing
about lighthouses for over twen-
ty years, lectured on his favorite
topic all along the New England
coast, and today he is your
guide. The bus returns to First
Street Parking lot Turners Falis
at 6:30 p.m.

Upcoming trip: Cape Cod Canal
Cruise, Tuesday June 16th, $69
per person.

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village

Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming programs.

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 9 am. to 2 p.m. for activi-
ties and congregate meals. For
info and reservations call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center director, at
413-423-3308. Lunch daily at
11:30 a.m. with reservations 24
hours in advance. Transportation
can be provided for meals,
Thursday shopping, or medical
necessity:

Monday, 27th

9 a.m. Exercise

12 noon Pitch
Tuesday, 28th

9 a.m. Aerobics

[2 noon Painting
Wednesday, 29th
8:45 am. Line Dancing
[2 noon Bingo
Thursday, 30th
9:00 a.m. Aerobics
Friday, 1st

9:00 a.m. BOWLING
11:30 a.m. Lunch, call for
details.

A Celebration of Life
for Tom Simons
Sunday, May 3rd, 2009
2-4pm.
at the White Church
Community Center
Historic Deerfield
6 Memorial Street

"It's just a stone's throw from reality."
Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor

MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544-8646

Lockes Village Rd.
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

Great Falls Middie School
Students of the Week

Grade 6
Jasmine Richotte

Sara Bradley

Grade 7
Shelbi Williams
Grade 8

_/‘\/\
LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

EXCAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks -
| Walls Installed - Tree Work

Loam - Compost - Mulch

| 413-863-3652 |

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Lunch Specials from 11:00 a.m,
Mon: American Chop Suey » Tues.
Chicken Fricassie » Wed: Chicken
Souvlaki, Rice * Thurs: Comed Beef
& Cabbage -+ Fri: Fried Scallops *
Sat; Yankee Pot Roast
44 Years on Avenue A

in Turners Falls
Open Sundays 7-2

863-9636
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Notes from the Gill-Montague School Commitiee
A Plan for Spending

$235,000 in Stimulus Funds

ELLEN BLANCHETTE
GILL-MONTAGUE - At
Tuesday evening’s school com-
miltee meeting, GMRSD interim
superintendent Kenneth Rocke
said level-funded Chapter 70
state aid for the district appears
to be secure in the House budg-
el. but regional school trans-
portation reimbursement fund-
ing for the coming fiscal year is
slated to be cut by 50%. The
Senale may take a less conserva-
tive approach.

Raocke said the first disburse-
ment of federal stimulus funds is
expected to reach the district
soon, and should enable the
GMRSD to make up for cuts in
transportation aid. According to
the regulations, the district can
use 50% of stimulus funds to fill
budget gaps. The other 50%

must be used for educational
programs,

The budget Rocke presented
uses $67,500 in stimulus funds
to offset potential cuts in trans-
portation reimbursement, and
directs $50,000 towards reduc-
ing assessments to the member
towns. Another payment of fed-
eral stimulus funds will come to
the district later this year, also
for $2335,000, for use in FY *11,
and Rocke recommends expend-
ing the funds to reduce assess-
ments and cushioncuts to region-
al transportation for next year as
well,

As to the money for educa-
tional programs, Rocke said the
district should use that money 1o
build capacity for improving
teaching and learning, and rec-
ommended $50,000 be put

toward continuing the math con-
sultancy for the elementary
schools, $50.000 for a math
coach for the middle school, and
$17.500 for teacher training in
“Tools of the Mind,” lor a total
of $117.500.

In support of the committee’s
$16,792,134 operating budget
for FY *10, which reflects a 1%
budget increase, Rocke detailed
how the district could better uti-
lize existing funds by shifling
resources. For example, changes
in student population would
allow the district to eliminate
one Kkindergarten classroom at
Gill, and add a new [ifth grade
classroom at Sheffield. They can
also eliminate one sixth grade
classroom at the middle school
and add a district-wide elemen-
tary computer technology
teacher. These changes could be
accomplished at no additional
cost to the district.

Rocke restated the commit-
tee’s goal of developing an edu-
cationally sound and sustainable

budget, with all students £
engaged, productive and suc-
cessful in their schools, and all
students graduating from high

school and ready for college,

Memorial Services |

work and adult life. He warned
that cuts lo educational services
in the future could backfire and
create an additional
loss to the district if more stu-
dents choice out,

Rocke encouraged the towns
and school committee members
to continue to look for ways to
improve the schools in order to
attract new students to the dis-
trict. “1 don’t think il’s a pipe
dream that if we build a betler
school system, they will come.”
he said in closing.

financial

R

S

The 5th  Annual  Gill-
Montague Gala will be held on
Saturday, April 25th at 7:30 p.n,
at the Turners Falls High School
theater. Tickets are $15 in
advance and $20 at the door
Praceeds go to support the Gill-
Montague Education Fund
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG
Gathering Dispersed at Barton Cove

Monday, 4/20

1210 p.m. Suspicious vehicle on
West Gill Road, checked on same, all /
OK. {
2:10 p.m. Vehicle complaint on South 4
Cross Road,

Tuesday, 4/21

12:45p.m. Report of larceny of funds
from West Gill Road resident. Under
invesfigation.

1:10 p.m. Assisted United States
Navy with applicant investigation.
140 p.m. Report of possble dis-
traught subject on side of French King
Highway. Checked area, unable (0
locate.

Musty GOMFORTER? Sandy AREA RUG?
or just LOTS of Laundry?

., suzee savs-BRING IT DN.

WEBHWASII[M ARE BACK!

Thursday, 416

4:31 am. Assisted Easthampton
police locating subject wanted for
arrest in our town. Checked location,
unable to locate subject.

Friday, 4117

4:20 p.m. Report of possible illegal
burning on French King Highway,
10:01 p.m. Assisted Main Road resi-
dent with juvenile issue.

Saturday, 4/18
5:31 p.m. Criminal complaint sought
against

Charged with operat-
ing a mator vehicle after suspension
of license,

7:50 p.m. Assisted Bernardston
police with suicidal female subject.

Sunday, 4/19

8:35 am. Reported breaking and
10:45 p.m. Report of a possible dis- entering and larceny on Mount
turbance involving large amount of Hermon Campus. Under investiga-
youths on Barton Cove Road. tion.

Dispersed gathering from area.

lea 5 Hot Dryers!

Suzee s-Gear for sale at wwwsuzeesthlrdstlaundry com

MONTAGUE INTEGRATIVE HEALTH

NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE, CHIROPRACTIC, NUTRITION, MASSAGE, YOGA

FoOUR PRACTITIONERS IN ONE | OCATION

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE
WENDELL POLICE LOG

Salted Sleeper

Wednesday, 4/1
Highway boss reported someone
sleeping in the salt shed last night.

Sunday, 4/5

Montague Road resident reported
someone entered his vehicle at 5
a.m. but ran off when the horn went

The Shekfield Welcome!
Interactive Open House for
Incoming 1st Graders and
their Parents

An informal opportunit)' for incoming students and

DR. EMILY MAIELLA - Naturopathic Family Medicine
DR. ELLEN J. MITNOWSKY — Chiropractic

DIANA ALLEN, MS, CNS — Nutritional Counseling

parents to meet the 1st grade teachers, explore the
NANCY PAGLIA, CMT, €Yl — Massage Therapy & Yoga

Ist gr‘ade classrooms, view 1st grade curriculum materials

and enjoy :'.implc “make & take” projects.

off.
Saturday, 4/11 Thursday, April 30th, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m, COMPASSIONATE, COMPREHENSIVE NATURAL HEALTH CARE
9:20 p.m. Maple Valley School at Sheffield School, 43 Crocker Avenue,

Turners Falls 432 GREENFIELD ROAD (NEXT TO THE BOOK MILL)

Noappointment necessary, we hope you'll stop by.

reported a runaway student, Student
later picked up in Orange.

MONTAGUE, MA 01351 » 413.367.2257

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* Qversize copies

+ files accepted via email

Office Hours By Appointment

‘ DANIEL COHEN, DMD.

4 Dell St T
Turmners Falls, MA 01376
Telephone: (413) 863-9656

29 G Street, Turners Falls
Open Tue, Thurs, Fri
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers

y‘iCzrtgﬁcates 413 863 2888
Awailable

We Specialize in impossible Deadiings)

23 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology + old-fashioned personal service

} ) ) ; NOWW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
180 Main Stree!, Greenfield » 413-774-3500 + greenfield@copycatprintshop.com

Baceci Al The Gill Tavern

JAN. VAL SUPPLLS awo SERVECE

Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m.

THE ONLY YARN SHOP N THE AREA Specials Daily REPLACEMENT WINDOWS - GIDIN@ + ROOFING
! | Seafood - Vagetarian - Loeal Baaf i
ﬂN[!W UNDER NEW UWN[PSH\P K Individual Grilled Pizzas | | prEE ESTIMATES Since 1970
S i S and More! Li d&l d
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Make Your Voice Heard

BY ANN BANASH —

GILL - The town of Gill will
face some difficult decisions at
town meetings this year, and it is
critical that more citizens attend.
Typically only about 100 out of
the 1059 registered voters attend
town meeting in Gill, but the
decisions that will be made this
year need a much broader dis-
cussion, as the consequences of
the votes will affect the services
that are available and the way
our children are educated.

There are two town meetings
and a pre-town meeting infor-
mation session scheduled. A pre-
town meeting and public hear-
ing on education issues will take
place on April 27th at 7:00 p.m.
On May 4th at 7:00 p.m., we
will begin our annual town
meeting by discussing all non-
monetary articles. The budget,
and all other monetary articles,
will be presented at the continu-
ation of the annual town meet-
ing, which has been scheduled
for June 15th at 7:00 p.m. All
meetings take place in town hall.

In January, a Commission for
Education in Gill was formed
and charged with exploring all
possibilities of configuring edu-
cation for children in Gill,
grades K-12. The Commission’s
initial report will be presented at
the pre-town meeting on April

27th. The Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education’s Associate

Commissioner, Jeff Wulfson,
will attend that evening.

On May 4th, voters will be
asked whether the town should
continue and expand on the
research carried out by the
Commission regarding with-
drawal from the Gill Montague
Regional School District and the
possibility of joining another
district. While this vote will not
withdraw us from the District, it
is important that more than a
small percentage of Gill citizens
make the decision on how to
proceed.

Also on the agenda on May
4th is a vote on selling two
pieces of town-owned property,

specifically the old Riverside
School building and an empty
lot on Center Road. The two
pieces of town-owned land are
not on the tax rolls and selling
them would bring some much-
needed cash and tax revenue to
the town. However, there is seri-
ous discussion needed about
whether or not this is a good
decision at this time.

The town engaged Seimens
Building Technologies to per-
form energy audits of the town
buildings, and there are signifi-
cant energy savings available on
the Riverside building if we
enter into an agreement with
them to implement their recom-
mendations. This would be a 15-
to 20-year commitment, and the
selectboard wants to be sure that
the town wants to keep the
building before we enter into
that agreement. The Riverside
building is appraised at
$480,000 and currently houses
the Four Winds Charter School,
the water department and the
historic commission’s collection
of Gill artifacts.

The town budget and other
money articles will be presented
and voted upon at the June 15th
meeting. The budget determines
the tax rate, and it is imperative
that more citizens participate in
this discussion. Decisions on
how many police officers we
should have, the highway and
fire department budgets, and
issues like whether the recre-
ation commission should be
self-supporting will all be dis-
cussed.

State aid is decreasing as
town expenses are increasing,
and the people in town should
want to have more of a say as to
how our money is spent. When
only a small percentage of the
registered voters make these
decisions for the entire town it
does not give the selectboard
and finance committee clear
direction. Please attend these
meetings and make your voice
heard.

Ann Banash is a member of
the Gill selectboard.
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 THE EDITOR

Lyme Disease Editorial Misleading

The guest editorial by Dr.
Emily Maiella (Politics of Lyme
Disease, MR VIl #28) provides
much useful information about
many aspects of Lyme disease.
The comments about acute signs
and symptoms are accurate and
helpful. The guidance about
response to finding a tick on
your body is also appropriate.
The editorial, however, is poorly
researched and potentially mis-
leading in its discussion of
chronic Lyme disease.

The approach to a patient
who has a constellation of non-
specific symptoms, such as
relentless fatigue and achiness,
is difficult for both patient and
clinician. Some doctors, both
medical and homeopathic, have
treated such patients with very
long-term intravenous antibiotic
therapy. The most contentious
political issue about Lyme dis-
ease stems from the different
recommendations for diagnosis
and treatment of people with
these frustrating, chronic, non-
specific symptoms.

Maiella disparages the treat-
ment guidelines of the IDSA
(Infectious Disease Society of
America) while supporting the
approach of ILADS
(International Lyme  and
Associated Diseases Society).
The IDSA is led by a broad
range of experts in the field of
infectious disease. They main-
tain the highest ethical and sci-
entific standards of medical
practice and research. The same
cannot be said for the ILADS.

Included in the editorial is a
briel'mention of an investigation
of IDSA by Attorney General
Blumenthal of Connecticut. The
investigation, “spurred by a
grassroots initiative,” and com-
pleted n 2008, revealed no
malfeasance, malpractice, or
conflicts of interest.

Another misleading part of
the editorial is the selective use
of quotations from the CDC
(Center for Disease Control).
Maiella fails to mention that the
CDC clearly reports that pro-
longed antiobiotic treatment of

patients with non-specific symp-
toms is to be avoided because
such treatment has no demon-
strable benefit. Also, quoting
from the CDC, “longer courses
of antibiotics have been linked to
serious complications, including
death.” The CDC treatment rec-
ommendations, supported by
several studies done by the
National Institutes of Health, are
similar to the treatment guide-
lines of the IDSA.

I strongly suggest that people
who are interested in a more
legitimate and comprehensive
evaluation of the question read
the article that appears on the
Quackwatch website
(www.quackwatch.com/01Quac
keryRelatedTopics/lyme.html).
The CDC websites also provide
valuable information about the
diagnosis and treatment of Lyme
disease (see www.cde.gov/nei-
dod/dvbid/Lyme/ld humandis-
ease_treatment.htm).

- Allen Ross, M.D.
Montague

Enter to Win and Support Sk8 Park

The Turners Falls Sk8 Park just
received a vote of confidence
from the Montague selectboard
last week, when they approved
spending $4.000 in program
income money to help pave and
fence the park’s temporary new
home on 11th Street and Avenue
A. Now, as part of the agree-
ment, the park steering commit-
tee (the Skate Board) is working
to pay back $1,000 to the town,

You can support the Sk& Park
by entering to win a raffle of gift
certificates from local business-
es, including  Ristorante
DiPaolo, the Rendezvous,
Round Here Café, Stampin’
UP!, 2nd Street Bakery, French
King Bowling, or a set of the
Brick House’s Ave A Music
Project albums. Tickets are
available at the Brick House, or

call Ellen Spring at (509) 436-
3197.

Your last chance to purchase
raffle tickets will be this
Saturday, April 25th, from 4 to 6
p.m. at Peskeomskut Park, dur-
ing performances by the Ghost
Quartet and Thaddeus’ Hands.
The Skate Board will be selling
goodies and beverages during
the concert,

A special thanks to the
Rendezvous for offering their
space for the fundraising kick-

We Welcome
Your Letters!

Mlontague Reporter

58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net

oftf on Sunday. The folks who
attended were quite generous
and the Skate Board appreciates
all their help! Skate park sup-
porters are invifed to call Ruth at
the Brick House (863-9559) to
find out about our next meeting.
Ellen Spring

Turners Falls

American Dead in
Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 4/22/09

US FORCES
Casuaities in lrag
aw of this date
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Montague Faces Budget Gap of $55,000 — $317,000

Kuklewicz runs as Write In Candidate

[ am running as a write-in
candidate for re-election to a
three year seat on the Gill
Montague Regional School
Committee. During my two-year
term on the committee, 1 have
asked questions to bring clarity
and a better understanding to the
issues. ["ve tried to be a voice for
questions the general public
might have.

If 1 am re-elected, | will work

with the committee to become
more inclusive of all parties,
especially the teachers. As [ have
during my current term, 1 will
work to make decisions based on
facts, not emotions. My goal is to
work with the committee, the
administration, staft and public
to improve the GMRSD.
- Linda Kuklewicz
66 Oakman Street
Turners Falls

Write In for Prudential Committee

My name is Meghan Valle. 1
am running as a write-in candi-
date for Prudential Committee.
The Prudential Commitiee
oversees the Turners Falls Fire
District, which encompasses
Millers Falls, Turners Falls,
and Montague City.

I have been a resident of
Turners Falls since March of
2004, when my husband and 1|
purchased a home in Millers
Falls Road. Since then | have
been active in the community,
as a volunteer, voter; and a par-
ent. In 2007, I was a member
of a committee appointed by
the Prudential Committee that

explored and recommended
ways for the Turners Falls Fire
District to be more fiscally
efficient.

Please take time to vote for
me at the district office at 226
Millers Falls Road in Turners
Falls on April 28th. Voting will
be held from noon to 7 p.m.

To vote for me, you must
write in my full name and
address as a write in candidate,
and also mark an X in the box
at the end of the line.

- Meghan Valle
92 Millers Falls Road
Turners Falls

New England’s

Energy Future

BY DAVID DETMOLD — The
Montague finance committee
and selectboard held a joint
hearing on the town’s budget
prospects for fiscal year 2010
on Wednesday evening, with a
small gathering of town
employees and a few interested
citizens in attendance. The main
points of the hearing were that
the town of Montague:

* Can expect at least a 2%
decrease in state aid this year;

» May see further cuts in
state aid in the present fiscal
year, before July 1st;

» Has about $1.3 million
remaining in reserves;

» Intends to use at least
$318,000 of those reserves to
balance this year’s budget;

* Hopes to hold the town’s
assessment for the GMRSD to
$35,000 less than last year;

 Is facing a budget gap of

$55,170, without considering
that the GMRSD 1is asking for
$262,572 more than the town
hopes to pay for the FY ‘10
assessment:

* [s offering town employees
no cost of living increases this
year.

*This represents where we
are at the present time,” said
finance committee chair John
Hanold, referring to the budget
handout. “It is not finished. It’s

not even balanced. It is a work-
ing document.”

Hanold said the police
department, “under consider-
able persuasion,” has agreed to
pay for a new $30,000 police
cruiser this year out of grant
funds, rather than through town
appropriation,

The only special articles
under consideration at the pres-
ent time are $30,000 to heat and
maintain the Montague Center
School building for another
year, $75,000 for a discre-
tionary equipment purchase and
repair fund for the DPW, and
$54.411 for the purchase of a
six-wheel dump truck for the
DPW. Tom Bergeron, highway
superintendent, said, “I've got
three trucks that can’t even go
to the inspection station,” and
two more that are reaching the
end of their useful life.

School committee member
Linda Kuklewicz said the tax-

payers of Montague should not
have to give up any more serv-
ices, and that they already get a
lot less for their tax dollars than
they should. She also spoke
against spending more of the
town's reserves. “If something
happens, there will be no one to

bail us out.”
Selectboard chair Allen Ross
said the town should strive to
see BUDGET pg 12
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Vermont Yankee, an On-going Catastrophe Mock Evacuation (En B ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND
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For information: call B02-476-3154 * Expert Burner Service

Organized by: Vermont Yankee Decommissioning Alliance; Safe
and Green Campaign; Citizen's Awareness Network and Sponsored
by the Safe Power Vermont Coalition

Bus to the Montpelier rally leaves Home Depot parking lot (near rotary a
intersection of Route 2 West and I-81) in Greenfield at 6:30 a.m. Please
be there ten minutes early. To reserve a seat or seats on the bus: call
802-377-7403. Late-comers may pay their $10 when they board the bus
if seats are still available.
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411 Main Road
Gill, MA 01354

Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield

Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 774-9919

413-863-2297

Farm store open daily, 8 - 7. .
Fresh milk, farmstead cheeses, eggs, and butter.
Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter,

Pick-vour-own fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG
Lewdness Arrest, Distribution Arrest

Wednesday, 4/15
8:25 a.m. Report of van-

dalism at Central Strest
Schoal.

Thursday, 4/16

9:49 a.m. Repart of lar-
ceny at a First Avenue
address.

1142 am. Report of lar-
ceny at the Survival
Center, Fourth Street.
Investigated.

1141 pm. Report of
vandalism at an Avenue
C address. Investigated.

Friday, 4/17

3:03 p.m. Report of lar-
ceny at a Fourth Strest
address. Services ren-
dered.

420 pm. Report of a
domestic disturbance ata
Montague Street
address. Investigated,
5:51 p.m. Report of hit
and run accident at a
Montague Street address
at Griswold Street. Area
search negative.

11112 pm.  Assist Gill
police at Barton's Cove.

Saturday, 4/18
1206 am. Following a
t

raffic sloi. arrested

S Charged wih

motor vehicle lights viola-
tion, unlicensed operation
of a motor vehicle and
illegal possession of a
class B substanca.

1:30 pm. Report of
mator vehicle license
plate thefl. Services ren-
dered.

5:08 pm. Repart of lar-
ceny from a Newton
Street address.

8:15 p.m. Report of a
domestic disturbance at
an L Sireet address.
Arrested | NENGNG
]
I

Charged with two counts
of assaull & baftery.
domestic, and wilness
intimidation,
822 pm
traffic  stop,

Following a
arrested

m

straight warrant.

Sunday, 418

7:08 am. Report of van-
dalism at Wiliams Way.
Services rendered.

8:52 am. Report of a
domestic disturbance ata
Fourth Street address.
Services rendered.

5:58 p.m. Officer wanted

in the area of the Railroad
Salvage building.

“

Charged with two counts
of open and gross lewd-

ness, subsequent
offense.
Monday, 4/20

11:06 a.m. Report of a
domestic disturbance ata
Bridge Sireet address.
Investigated.

12111 p.m. Report of
vandalism at Food City,
Avenue A. Investigated.
3:24 pm. Report of van-
dalism at Ristorante
DiPaolo, Avenue A
Investigated.

10:27 p.m. Following a
traffic stop, arrested

I Cherged

with possession of class
D substance, subsequent
offense, possession with
intent to distribute class D
substance, subsequent
offense, possession with
intent to distribute illegal
substance within a schaol
zone, possession of a
class E substance, and
operation of a motor vehi-

to the public,

PUBLIC NOTICE
RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE

National Gnd, New England Power and/or Massachusetts Electfic Company plan to apply
herbicides along certain transmission line rights-of-way between April 20, 2008 through
September 30, 2009 with follow.up treatments Octobar 1, 2009 through December 21,
2009, A more precise date will be provided IT requested, Massachusells General Law
Chapter 1328, Section 6B requires electric utilities to pravide certain notices of this work

Herbicide use for management of vegetation along the rights-ofway |s done within the
context of an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program. In rightofway management

the pest is tall growing trees that will grow into the wires causing outagdes and safety
concems. Biological control is a component of the IPM program. Biological control is
achieved by promoting the establishment of low growing plant communities that resist
invasion of rights-ofway by tree species. Selective use of herbicides to control tall growing
trees allows fow growing shrubs, grasses, fems and herbaceous plants to become
established and resist re-growth of tree speces.

Accord Congentrate and Arsenal herbicides will be applied directly to the surface of
tree stumps immediately after triees are cut. In addition, Accord Concentrate, Arsenal
Pawerling, Escort and Krenite herbicides will be applied selectively to foliage of the
target plant using hand-held equipment.

Transmission lines may be identified by locating metal letiers /numbers on a wood pole
Or pairted ietters,/ numbers on a stegl structure.

Further Information may be requested by contacting (during business hours
Mon-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.): Dawn Travalini, Forester, National Grid,
25 Research Drive, Westtiorough, MA 01582. Telephone: 508.389,4295,

TRANSMISSION LINE

TOWN

Erving E205W, E
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BLAZE from pg 1

said the department “made a real-
ly good save. They saved the
main building. It was a really
good interior attack.”

Rau brought the two surviving
cats to veterinarian Laurelyn
Brown for shelter and treatment,

Fire departments from Turners
Falls, Leverett, Greenfield, and
Sunderland responded to the
scene, with Gill covering the sta-
tion. The blaze was brought
under control by quarter to four in
the moming.

DETMOLD P_t;éﬁn o ' s -
Maontagne Center fircfishter Ralph Raw credited his department Jor a quick

f

respanse and “a real

P 4 w

v good save” 1o the main brilding at 11 Upion S hreet

Arelief fund is being established for Helmich and Simon at TD Bank North of Greenfield. To contribute,
make checks payable to the Hemlich and Simon Family Fund, P.O. Box 932, Montague, MA 01351,

CONCERT from pg 1

on the floor, morphine in his
veins, and the handwritten lyrics
of an unrecorded song — *“Then
Came that Fateful Day ™ — by his
side.

[t was a tough act to follow,
but Price picked up the pieces of
Williams® band, and went on to
record one country classic after
another, from “City Lights,” to
“Release Me,” to “Crazy Armms.™
He sang these and many more on
Friday, with his longtime travel-
ing band, the Cherokee
Cowboys: a twelve-piece with his
son CHff on acoustic guitar, four
fiddlers, a drummer who looked
like he was trying his best to stay
awake keeping time like a
metronome, upright bass, a sec-
ond guiltar, a harp player, a grand
piano, and a pedal steel on top of
it all,

Price stood impassively at the
microphone center stage, crooned
ina baritone of molasses, and dis-
played the sepulchral stage man-
ner of an undertaker in a Dust
Bowl town blown away a long,
long time ago. The crowd loved
it.

After he shambled off stage,
Willie Nelson and his band took
their places with no fanfare. They
looked like they were strolling
into their living room to play a
few tunes for their friends. The
worshipful whisper, “There He
Is!” swept the huge arena, and
Nelson slung his Martin acoustic
on a red white and blue guitar
strap around his neck and dove
rightinto “Whiskey River,” a bal-
lad to booze and infidelity.

Nelson, who cut his tecth in
Price’s band in the S50s with
Roger Miller and Johnny
Paycheck, and has stayed elose to
him ever since, called Price back
out for duets on *“Crazy” and
“Night Life to the adulation of
the crowd. He let his
Bobbie take a star tum on piano
on “Back to Earth.” And his band
— Paul English, brushes on snare,
younger brother Billie English on
a variety of percussion, Mickey
Raphael on a very tasteful harp,
and Bee Spears on electric bass —
put it all together on “Bloody
Mary Morning” and showed
what a well-honed, stripped
down honky-tonk band can do.

They played the hits — they
played “Momma Don’t Let Your

sister

Babies Grow Up to Be
Cowboys.” *"On the Road
Again,” *“Blue Eyes Cryin’ in the

Rain,” — but they also plaved
“Georgia.” and “All of Me.” and
other songs that showcased
Nelson's well-known jazz sensi-
bility, melodie guitar runs, and
distinctive dry gulch vocalizing.

He featured a few new songs,
including one he wrole alter
carpal tunnel surgery on his lefi
hand sidelined him bricfly in
2004, called “‘Superman”, that
started off, *Too many pain pills,
too much pot, tryin to be some-
thing that ['m not, Superman. ...1
ain’t Superman,”

That's a good realization lor
Nelson, who's been at the fore-
front of efforts to support family
farmers in America through Farm
Aid concerts since 1985, and has
lately been rambling every corner

of the couniry on his bio-diesel
bus — Honeysuckle Rose IV - to
the delight of fans, in a career that
began in 1956 and shows no sign
of slowing down,

He's still playing Trigger, the
most beat-up guitar any major
star has ever used fo entertain a
stadium crowd. The pint-sized
1969 Martin N-20 comes without
pick guard, because the nylon
strings are meant (o be plucked,
not picked. But Willie Nelson
was never one to play by the
rules. He's worn a gash between
the guitar’s sound hole and saddle
that looks to be about four inches
long and counting. It's amazing
he can still play that thing, and
it’s amazing the music he can
make it play.

According to legend, Willie
Nelson will retire when the hole
in Trigger’s body gets so large it
makes the guitar unplayable. But
he keeps expanding his legend
with every song he writes and
every show he plays, even here,
in a hole in the wall like Amherst,
Massachusetts, where he lefi the
stage in a blaze of glory, with the
crowd on their feet cheering and
singing along to “I Saw the
Light.” Long may he rave,

Just litee a blind man, Tweandered
along

Warries and fears I claimed
Jor my own

Then like a blind man God
gave back his sight

Praise the Lord, | saw the

light...
D

— Hank Williams
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VINYL SIDING - VINYL WINDOWS
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DILLON CHEVROLET INC.
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GREENFIELD, MA (1130}

Phone (413) 773-3678
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Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833

70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls
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Candidate

GILL-MONTAGUE - On
Sunday May 3rd, the nine candi-
dates in the running for five seats
on the Gill-Montague school
committee will meet for a debate
at the MCTYV studios, moderated
by Gill town moderator Ray
Steele. A panel of reporters — Am
Albertini, from the Recorder,
Cori Urban from the Union
News, and David Detmold, from
the Montague Reporter — will
question the candidates on the
issues.

Each candidate will have a
chance to answer at least one
question directly during the hour

and a half debate, and time will
be allowed for rebuttals as well.
Questions called in live from the
viewing audience will also be
posed to the candidates, who will
each be given time for uninter-
rupted closing statements to wrap
up the broadcast.

The school committee candi-
dates are: Valeria ‘Timmy’
Smith, the incumbent, running
for a three-year seal from Gill
against Jenn Waldron, a member
of the Gill commission on educa-
tion; incumbents Kristen Boyle
and Linda Kuklewicz (running as
a write-in candidate) contesting

two three-year seats from
Montague with Jeffrey Singleton,
a member of the Montague
finance  committee;  Emily
Monosson, a parent of two stu-
dents at TFHS/GFMS, running
unopposed for a two-year seat
from Montague; a three-way race
has taken shape for the open one-
year seat in Montague between
educational consultant Garry
Earles, Sheffield PTO member
Patrick Pezzati, and TFSH
resource officer Doug Brown.

On Thursday, May 7th, four
candidates for Montague select-
board — Josh Gammon, president
of the student council at Turners
Falls High School, Ed Golrick,
Millers Falls resident, Mark
Fairbrother, chair of the
Montague conservation commis-
sion, and Jack Nelson, Turners
Falls artist and businessman —
will meet for a debate at MCTYV,
broadcast live on Channel 17 at
7:30 p.m.

Montague town moderator

Register for the 2009 Valley Idol
and Valley Idol Jr. competition
on the Shea Theater website,
www.theshea.org, Click on the
Valley Idol logo. Registration
fee: $35. Limit 100 entrants, 18
and older. Auditions for Valley
Idol May 8th, competition May
Oth, 16th and 23rd. First prize

Are You the Next Valley idol?

$1,000. Audition Night audience
tickets $2 at the door. Auditions
for Valley Idol Jr. May 9th, com-
petition May 16th and 23rd.
Registration fee: $20. $300 sav-
ings bond prizes for three age
categories. Audience tickets
§5.00. Call (413) 863-2281 for
more information.

Free NUTRITION

classes on
Mondays
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smithereens, hurling one six-foot
chunk 150 feet to the side of
Millers Falls Road, and other
equally large pieces up to 100
feet in all directions, It looked
like a bomb had gone off.

The electrical force from the
lightning bolt must have trav-
elled down through the tree’s
roots, said Brown, and short-cir-
cuited the department’s alarm
system, which follows the water

pipes along the side of the road
up to the four million gallon
domed water tank on Wills Hill.
The new alarm system, installed
last year, was repaired and oper-
ational by yesterday afternoon.
Department employees Jeff
Hildreth and Steve Fitzpatrick
worked to clear away the debris
on Wednesday. Hildreth said
he'd never seen a tree destroyed

so completely by light- a

ning befpree.

Salon 107

114 Wells Street

Debates Scheduled at MICTV

Ray Godin will moderate, and the
same panel of reporters will pose
questions, with call-in questions
from the audience pitched to the
candidates as time permits. The
number to call to pose questions
to the candidates, or for more
information on the debates, is
863-9200. Visit montaguetv.org
or montaguema.net for the
complete weekly program
schedule for Channel 17.

West Branch
Organic Farm

Owned by Montague Native
Alan Emond

Offering a NEW CSA
Everything from
Green Beans to

Corn to Blueberries

Delivery To Turners
Falls Once A Week

All Organic &
Reasonable

413-624-5115 or
alann.emond@verizon.net

only Salon in

Greenfield 772-0284 BTk

that sells

We Also Offer...
COLOR, highlights,
perms, wash & set,

manicures &
pedicures, Waxing,

ELECTROLYSIS
Body Wraps

& much more

$10 Wet Cuts for all!

From age 2 to 107
Stylists Debbie & Kaleigh

“Green”
shampoo

Tans $ 2.00 a session
$ 30.00 for 15

$ 15.00 for a month unlimited

Guym $ 2.50 a session

Hot Tubs $ 10.00 a session
Solo Firm $ 2.00 1/2 hr session

7]

PARTRIDG[;Z-ZSCHAU, Incorporated

ndurance
iy

25 Millers Falls Road, P.0. Box 312
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Tel. (413) 863-4331  (413) 773-3673
WWW.pzinc.com

RATES SO LOW YOU'RE WITNESSING HISTORY

IT'S TIME TO BUY

- DON'T MISS OUT ON BUYING YOUR DREAM HOUSE

- CALL NOW AND GET PREAPPROVED!

- TIM PREYOST 413-773-8984
TIM.PREVOSTNCMC.COM
Fhoguam st b g 3

rhasgs mabin BT

Barlow Landscaping,

Excavating & Paving, Inc.
Bryan Barlow, CEO

Demolition

Seal Coating

Treework P.O. Box 386 Turners Falls
Construction Services 413-772-2155
Septic Systems Cell Phones:
Paving 413-775-3376
Power Sweeping 325-5596
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Ak, for the Life
of a Hermit !

John Swiith,
Hermit of Erving Castle

BY DAVID DETMOLD
ERVING - For more than three
decades at the end of the 19th
century, a Scotsman named John
Smith lived a hermit’s life by the
granite cliffs known as Erving
Castle, midway between the vil-
lage of Farley and Erving Center.
During those years, people from
the towns around would come to
visit Smith in the woods, bring
him provisions, and stay and lis-
ten to his tall tales.

This past Sunday, 31 people
from as far away as Royalston
and Colrain retraced those steps,
and learned that a hermit’s life
could be unexpectedly crowded,
full of interlopers, insects, and
incomparable views,

The Hermit’s Castle lies
about an hour and half hike up
the Metacomet-Mondadnock
Trail from the small parking lot
provided for hikers on private
land on Cross Street in Farley,
near the home of Henry and
Susan Sharbaugh. The
Sharbaughs, both 66 years old,
have worked for many years to
keep the trail from Erving to
New Hampshire well-marked
and free of brush. Their efforts —
and those of many other avid
hikers and conservations and pri-
vate landowners down the line
who have allowed the M&M
trail to be maintained on their
properties since the 1950s —
were recognized on March 30th
when President Obama signed
legislation  designating the
M&M trail as the first National
Scenic Trail to be named in 26

years, and only the second
National Scenic Trail in New
England, after the Appalachian
Trail. Congressman John Olver’s
office had a lot te do with
achieving that recognition,
which will bring some federal
resources to bear in the effort to
maintain and continue the acqui-
sition process for the 114-mile
three-state M&M Trail.

Susan Sharbaugh was among
the hikers who made the trek to
John Smith's old cave on
Sunday. While others in the
group stopped to rest frequently,
Sharbaugh plowed ahead with a
pair of long-handled lopping
shears, clipping saplings and
low-hanging branches that
intruded on the trail.

*You wouldn’t believe how
overgrown this was just a few
years ago,” she said, without
pausing to catch her breath.

Besides celebrating the desig-
nation of the M&M Trail by the
federal government, and the life
of a hermit from the nineteenth
century, the hike was a chance to
celebrate nature and the coming
of spring. Shortly after rounding
the bend from Cross Street past a
small stone cairn and proceeding
uphill on a narrow dirt track,
through a short muddy patch
bridged by a handmade trestle of
pressure treated lumber (one of
three such bridges we traversed
that day, the work of the
Sharbaughs and friends, who
dragged the 6 x 6 carrying beams
up the path with chains) our
party came to a cheerfully flow-
ing waterfall where Briggs
Brook cascaded down giant
steps of stone and fell away
toward the valley of the Millers
below. Beside the brook, purple
and white trilliums adorned both
sides of the bank in great abun-
dance, just coming into bloom.

Our guides were Allen Young,
of Roylaston, and Clare Green,
of Warwick. Green called our
attention to other signs of spring,
like the red buds of maples in
amongst the white ash and hem-
lock, the violet tinged star of the
trailing arbutus (Mayflower),
and the passing flight of a
mourning cloak, whose dusky
white-edged wings identify these
earliest of wvernal butterflies,
which feed on the sap of trees.

Smith, who was quite a
stoneworker in his own right,
judging by the tidy dry stone
walls he laid up along the base of
Erving Castle, would have been
amazed, or perhaps repelled, by
the huge stone embankments
that rose above the trees on the
north side of the trail, halfway to
his old hideaway. These tower-
ing berms marked the circumfer-
ence of the Northfield Mountain
reservoir, an anomalous sight
among the wilds of the state for-
est. A birch grove had sprung up
to the east, the first growth of
succession forest on land the
excavators had disturbed forty
years ago when the mountain
was hollowed out and the 300-
acre reservoir created just to the
west of Hermit Mountain,

As the party crossed Packard
Brook and proceeded east along
the trail, the ground in front of us
leveled off, and the granite out-
cropping to our left began to rise.
and kept on rising until cliffs of
several hundred feet loomed
above us: John’s Smith’s fortress
in the wilderness, Erving Castle.

“John Smith came to New
York City in 1866, said Young,
extemporizing from a chapter in
his book, North of Quabbin.
Revisited. *“*We think he booked
passage from Liverpool.”

Back in Scotland, Smith had
been sort of a professional her-
mit, occupying thal somewhat
unusual post on estates where
aristocrats were in the habit of
exchanging room and board to
hermits for the privilege of being
entertained by them whenever
the fancy took them. As the
Times of London has it, “Among
the landed gentry, a live resident
hermit was at one time the must-
have accessory in the garden.”

But a broken heart given him
by a lass named Betsey drove
Smith across the Atlantic, and
since he disliked the heat of New
York City, and didn’t care much
for Boston, he took up residence
in a cave in Rattlesnake Gutter in
Leverett, where he picked nuts
and berries, wove wreaths, and
walked back to Boston to sell
them in the market.

On one of these treks, he
found his way to Erving Castle,
and found it blessed with a
spring of pure water (still evident

today), and all he needed to
make a home and livelihood.

Over the next three decades,
from 1867 until the townspeople
of Erving arranged for his
removal to the Montague Poor
Farm on Federal Street in 1899,
where he died a few months
later, Smith entertained thou-
sands of wvisitors at his rustic
retreat, and cut a lively figure
with his flowing white beard
when he came to town to sell the
products of his gardens and the
work of his hands, including
rugs he braided from waste cord
from the Erving mills.

When a neighboring hermit
took up residence nearby (a cel-
lar hole can still be plainly seen
where this man, named Charles
Thacher, probably built his
home) Smith removed a quarter
mile down the slope, and lived in
a shack he built there of drift
wood and spare boards.

It is strange that Smith, a man
who reflexively retreated from
human society, should become
the object of such interest that, in

Erving Castle, with ohn Smith’s old stone walls beneath

his own words, “Visitors pour in
upon me;” and strange that his
wilderness hideaway should
become the point to which
hordes of visitors have jour-
neyed throughout the years, even
to this day. But we’ll leave it to
the sociologists to explain that
paradox.

When Smith died, the people
of Erving brought his body to the
cemetery off Mountain Road,
where they marked his last rest-
ing place with a simple stone.
The gravestone of his favorite of
the many stray felines that kept
him company on his mountain
estate — a cat named Toby — is

placed beside him in the ceme-
tery.

As Young imparted that last
poignant ancedote, the brisk tat-
too of a pileated woodpecker
rang out through the trees, and
Joe Parzych, who was watching
from a seat on one of the old
stone walls, said a little whirl-
wind blew up a swirl of old oak
leaves from the ground behind
the speaker.

Trudging to the top of Hermit
Mountain for a look up and
down the valley, we could see
the Millers River like a lazy blue
snake coiling 800 feet below,
with the train tracks on the north
side of the river to our lefi, near
the Center. To our right, the train
tracks could be seen on the
Wendell side of the river, hem-
ming the skirts of Bear
Mountain. We could not see the
trestle directly below, hidden by
the trees.

Parzych, three months out of
coronary bypass surgery, would
have left his physical therapist in
the dust on this hike. He said

-
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Smith should have brought his
long lost love up to this high
peak to look over the valley with
him.

“She dumped him: he should
have dumped her,” he suggested.

Anyone who might be
inclined to take a similar hike
can call Clare Green at 978-544-
7421. She is leading a group to
the top of Mount Grace on
Saturday., May 9th, with a dona-
tion to the Ned Green scholar-
ship fund as the ticket price, and
a free trip to the Copper Angel
bakery for pizza, in the center of
Warwick, afterward.
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engine, nor had they provided
an estimate for what it would
cost to bring the 30-year-old
vehicle back into good repair.
“An alternator can go on any
vehicle, new or old,” he pointed
out “We don’t see the need to tie
up $100,000 in taxes at this
time.”

Godin said surrounding fire

departments like Greenfield
were suffering loss of personnel,
while other towns lacked money
to conduct regular training for
their crews. Consequently,
response time for mutual aid
may be impaired.

“We picked up that third
engine [in addition to the
department’s ladder truck] when
we merged with Millers Falls, |

don’t know how many years
ago. We have to rely on our-
selves.”

But a woman in the crowd
said given today’s economy,
“We need to sacrifice now, more
than any other year. I don’t see
how taxation can afford this,
this year.”

And Thomas Tela added,
“Vehicles can be repaired. We

need to pull the purse strings in
this year. Being unemployed,
I'm going to say, “No.”™

When a motion from Pat
Allen to reduce the warrant item
to $50,000 from taxation failed
by a vote of 6 to 9, Janikas
moved to take $50,000 from the
district’s free cash account
instead. After district treasurer
Eileen Tela told the voters the

district has $340,000 in free
cash certified, along with
$58,000 in  stabilization,
Janikas® motion passed by a
large majority.

Godin said it would cost at
least $425,000 to purchase and
equip a new pumper this year,
and the cost would rise in com-
ing years. He said he was work-

continued next page

MATTIE'S PLACE OF ERVING
Grinders, Pizzas & A Whole Lot More

Full menu available ~ Dine In, Take Out, Free Delivery

\ French King Entertainment Center
& 55 French King Highway +

(413) 423-3032 Soft Serve Ice Cream

Sun - Thurs: 10am =10 pm ~ Fri and Sat: 10 am - Midnight

|

-

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com

65 CANAL STREET ® TURNERS FaLLs, MA 01376

-

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

« Pottery

- Fine Art Drawings and
Paintings

By cHANCE OR
APPOINTMENT.

“ ~ 413-834-2576

e &“;‘““

Brian Bowden-Smith
Lic: PL31465-]
413-863-5218
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This photo, circa 1920, was part of Erving Paper’s centennial brochure
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century old facility. “We will

rebuild aging infrastructure,
speed up machines, improve our
finishing equipment, enhance our
recycling capability, and use our
energy resources more efficient-
ly,” said Housen at the time.

The present CEO is the third
generation of the Housen family
to own and operate the mill.

Emmett said the company did
make a $5 million capital invest-
ment in the mill in 2007-2008,
installing a high-density pulper, a
detrasher unit, and a dispersion
unit to upgrade the company’s
pulping operation.

Erving Paper Mill manufac-
tures rolls of high grade tissue
paper used for facial quality nap-
kins for the “away from home
market,” Emmett said, and the
company has been using “100%
recycled paper for several
decades™ in its Erving production
facility. The recent upgrade
“allowed us to use more assorted
office waste papers.” in the pulp-

ing operation.

Emmett explained that office
waste paper often comes mixed
with items like paper clips, plas-
tic binders, laser printer toner,
heavy windowed envelopes, and
similar items that must be
removed in order to produce
quality recycled tissue paper.

He said there was stiff compe-
tition for recycled paper world-
wide, with shipping containers
heading back to China and India
filled with waste paper at nomi-
nal cost, which has driven up the
price of Erving’s raw material.
Electricity and fuel prices also
peaked last year, negatively
affecting the company’s bottom
line. But he focused on the prob-
lem of the company carrying
fixed-benefit pension plans for
900 participants, including 450
retirees currently collecting pen-
sions, and 300 “terminated vested
participants,” former workers for
the company who are currently
employed elsewhere, or not yet
eligible for their pensions, along

with the 130 employees still on
the job at the mill.

Emmett stressed that all of the
participants in the company’s
pension plan have benefits guar-
anteed by a quasi-federal agency
called the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation (PBGC),
to which Erving Industries makes
regular payments,

But he added, “We need to
negotiate with the unions and we
need to have discussions with the
PBGC. We are still the sponsors
of these plans,” but they are sub-

ject to negotiation as the Chapter

11 bankruptey filing proceeds,
Emmett said.

Four unions represent the rank
and file at Erving Paper Mill. The
largest unit is the Paper Allied
Chemicals and Energy (PACE)
union. Two units, the mainte-
nance workers at the mill and the
ERSECO workers at the treat-
ment plant, are organized under
United Electrical Workers of
America (UE). A small unit of the
International Union of Operating
Engineers covers the four work-
ers at the paper mill's power
plant.

David Cohen, the internation-
al representative for UE, said he
would be actively engaged in the
forthcoming negotiations
between the bargaining units and
Erving Paper.

“They want to end the pension
plans,” said Cohen. “This seems
to be what they want to do.
There’s an elaborate procedure
they have to go through. We will
be examining their books.”

Cohen added, “Every pension
plan in the country has taken a
hit.” But he said the company has

to prove that the pension plans
are the source of their present dif-
ficulties, and that alternatives
such as renegotiating the rate at
which they pay into the PBGC
would not allow enough time for
the stock market to make a recov-
ery, before altering the present
agreements.

“This is the first time that this
is happening locally,” said
Cohen, “but it’s part of a nation-
wide trend. To be frank, there are
some large corporations that are
using [the economic downturn]
as an excuse to terminate their
benefit pension plans. Workers
wind up without a pension, and
the companies reap the benefit of
that.”

Don Keith, of Warwick, presi-
dent of UE Local 269, represent-
ing 29 maintenance workers at
the mill, said of the company’s
bankruptey filing, “We've seen it
coming for a long time. The mar-
ket has made things worse,”
along with government regula-
tions determining how much the
company has to put aside to fund
the pension plans.

“They’ve come to us to freeze
the pension, but we haven’t
allowed it.”

Keith said in past years a com-
mittee made up of management
and workers used to negotiate
about where pension funds would
be invested, but that system had
fallen by the wayside. “Now we
have no say about their invest-
ment strategy,” Keith said.

“I know they’re having a hard
time, But we’re not looking to go
through their hard time and give
back everything we've worked
for, in my case for 38 years. At

the same time, we want to work
with them; they employ us.”

Speaking of the company’s
prospects for navigating through
Chapter 11  reorganization,
Emmett said, “We're hoping to
move forward as painlessly as
possible. There will be pain, of
course.”

Among the liabilities enumer-
ated in Erving Industries’ bank-
ruptey petition, the subject of ini-
tial filings before bankruptcy
judge Henry Boroff in Worcester
on Wednesday, the town of
Erving is listed among creditors
owed a total of $138,924 for the
treatment plant’s side of the oper-
ation. Administrative assistant
Tom Sharp said the $30,000 debt
owed to the town was the quarter-
ly payment due for Erving’s share
of the proceeds from third-party
waste haulers using the town-
owned treatment plant.

Sharp said the paper mill paid
their second half tax bill prompt-
ly, after it was mailed out earlier
this April, and the mill is current
on its taxes to the town. Erving
Industries pays about $40,000
annually in taxes to Erving,
Sharp said.

The liabilities listed on the
bankruptey filing for the paper
mill’s side of the operation are
steeper. They total $1,212,872,
with the electricity wholesaler
Constellation New Energy the
lead creditor at $479,706.

Sharp called the bankruptcy
filing by Erving Industries “trou-
bling economic news. They are
our signature industry. When
people think of Erving, 99% of

them think of the paper
'D
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ing on his fourth Homeland
Security ‘Assistance to
Firefighters’ grant in the last six
years, in an effort to get the fed-
eral government to pick up the
tab for a new truck, but the odds
were long.

“I'm glad we're making
progress on this,” said Godin,
after the meeting. “It’s impor-
tant to put it in front of the vot-
ers. | respect everyone saying,
‘It’s not a good year.” It’s never
a good year. I'm happy we're
taking a step forward.”

In other business, the voters

unanimously approved spending
$250,000 received by the dis-
trict four years ago, from the
sale of a parcel of land near the
watet department office on
Millers Falls Road to the
Hallmark Institute, to pay for
the construction and testing of a
new production well at
Hannegan Brook.

Water department superin-
tendent Mike Brown, reached
by phone on Wednesday as he
worked to restore the alarm sys-
tem at the office, said the water
department estimated about
three-quarters of a million dol-

lars in additional spending
would be required over the next
several years to bring the new
well on line.

The alarm system had been
knocked out during a storm the
night before, when a lightning
bolt pulverized a pine tree that
stood a few hundred feet away
from the building, on the road to
Wills Hill.

At Tuesday night’s meeting,
water commissioner Ken Morin
said the department planned to
spread the remaining expendi-
tures on the new well —which is
located on land owned by the

water department between Lake
Pleasant and Route 63 — over
the next five years or so.

Voters approved a motion to
declare as surplus a 20-by-40-
foot parcel of steeply sloped
land where a storage shed used
by the former Lake Pleasant
water district was located, on
Montague Avenue. The .03 acre
parcel will be auctioned; an
abutter has expressed interest in
purchasing it.

Asked why a sum of more
than $2,000 had been included
in the water department’s budg-
et this year to maintain street

mill.”

lights in Lake Pleasant, Brown
explained the Turners Falls
water department had recently
taken over the Lake Pleasant
water district, and accepted
responsibility for the street
lights in the village. Since
Turners Falls fire district taxes
are not paid by Lake Pleasant
villagers, who are members of
the Montague Center fire dis-
trict, the money to pay for the
maintenance of their street
lights will be raised, as it has
been in past years, by a small

surcharge on their water WI

Renaissance Excavating, Inc.

COMPLETE
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Itis difficult

to get the news from poems

yet men die miserably every day
for lack

of what is found there.

Many many more than that
(after Wallace Stevens)

1 Awkward
through same front door
with suitcase and bag, he bends
and hugs and starts:

o
the
poetry
page

- William Carlos Williams

Poetry Page edited by Readers are invited to send poems to the tll;g r? set ops

Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, Montague Reporter at 24 3rd Street, realizing it is 1

Janel Nockleby and Jamie Berger  Tumers Falls, MA 01376; " 9 " B Thirise
or email us your poetry at mones useum rn

design by Boysen Hodgson reporter-poems@montaguema.net 2  And in between

Hummers blend into backwash inspecting
desert flowers in the backyard - burrowing
miniature owls stand guard in hundred teen

a dinner and drive
the small nervous car-woman

Monthiversary. (a road, a steering wheel,

For Rebecca Sheir.

a mother heat - family photos mainly posed all smile
s isirkena o s b e o are one, almost), but for mine - | giggle at that wounded seriousness
w ; ; p . A
machi\:et::fe c{;;‘bedi?\};; ut?;n ;n ’:ams s:ae iin0 from rnu l 3 The cat RRBWIng even it Tro_jan he wouldnt have let
e e y stupidly searches the kitchen that wooden horse in the house - snakes or gods
Bat sk, Somemriers, pureSsgles. shars their Lches for a disappeared fly be damned - Virgil was a creep within the telling

with each other. Massachusetts shares its lunch with New Hampshire
in summer. Brotherhood is easy above 70 degrees. When your bike
careens into September, you enter bother-hood. That's no good.

A blood cloud bursts with ice inside it. Right now I'm staring down

an ice goat. Not an animal but an actual iceman made of goat, It's right
there where Lowell and Summer streets converge.

| could sing to you about this but I'd rather sing about porch

bells gathering their pennies together. Somewhere, pointy horse

looks at the mother, who
thinking her hungry, says
"Not now, stupid!"

then feeds her anyway.

and unlike Eliot threatening - it was another penalty
kick failure - another four aces - another constipated
gleeful vacation - and that too shall remain a mystery
the Colorado's rapid currents nearly dashed me 'pon
some rocks - but | swam hard - that not being one

of my strengths - you're supposed to just stand in

the water to yr waist - drink Tecate - describe

the passing features of speedboats - and that too shall

4 " . lasttime
you'll be home on vacation"
mother says and hugs and cries
"| love you too" he mumbles back

music steals into the reeds, O friend of August, you don't know what and realizes remain a mystery - the friendly feral kitty unused

it means to watch such music goad itself along for no reason. how many times to someone else to being touched - the actual pepsis wasp as found in
What is the opposite of an ice queen? I'd call you it, sitting and easily Desert Holes - the gate possibly occupied by killer bees
in my ice truck. I'd call you "angel" if | hadn't already. | know! how few and difficult - the quail family across the street - the lack of beer

'l call you Snowy Urola - a moth the length of an oak leaf. It floats to mother. - retractable illumination - roach karate - this charming
from green to green; mum.Why say anything this engineless morning? 5 The mother relief unable to be interpreted with certainty - soft

'l sing. I'll share my five-months-ago lunch with you, beautiful habit. goes to exercise class shoulder - ruthless rebel forces - and that - that too

Il lean in and lick the salt off of your green lunch. I'll rub these sandwiches comes home -

together to make music we can climb into like a July balloon. Oh man "I don't do the aerobic

--Anselm Berrigan

part, all that jumping, it New York Gity

makes my bones hurt,

| just sort of bounce."

- still wearing overcoat and gloves
takes the sponge and wipes

the clean kitchen table

clean.

what savage music | could make with this Summer mood ['ve imagined.

--Sean Cole
Somewhere Around Boston

6 The cat watches
for a moment, then glides
upstairs, to the foot
of the mother's warm bed
curls and sleeps.

7 -Knock knock-
shakes son from sleep
"You UP, sunshine?"

| Comm#[ Paper.

ls corner is the best corner for hawking paems.

7oim

CONTRIEHTGR S NGTES* :

he jumps u

toojateft P ‘vJTen for a dollar, twenty for twenty dollars is how
always says yes ) commerce works now., Blessed are the modest-est
to mother. commaodities. Enforced need ups their value.

On return from station

mother handles one more
highway drive

opens door and hangs up coat
looks around kitchen

sponge in hand

removes last smudges

of the son.

TV off
the house seems empty

Turners Falls

*
e

} "Extral High quality verse worth exactly the old scrap
. it's printed on! Extra is all we ever expected! Read about
it here in the Authoritative Train-wreck Sonnet!" This poem
will brighten mur day. Especially if you take it home
our money home
and burn it, I've always wanted to light up hundreds
of capricious dollars. Now | must. Matches
cost a whole foreclosed house worth of state quarters.
Is that too many images? Very well then it's too many images.
Il stamp "Now With 20% Extra" on the bottom

WHO ANSELM BERRIGAN * SEAN COLE cat upstairs in cat dreaming of this poem and raise your expectations and dash them.
DANA WARD mother sits with a sigh
scratches things off "Now With
WHERE DEA BRew PUB & CAFE her list g
57 Lockes Village Road, Wendell ' Sez 1
978.544.2739 . ~Sean Cole
WHEN Monday Apl'il 27th --Jamie Berger Somewhere Around Boston

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County's Most Convenient LOGOS & BRANDING c , e
' !s MOTEIGUZZI
IN"T“W“ sm mmi GRAPHIC DESIGN &
PP Fi =
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qmﬂ“" WEB SITES £ o, . 274Rt.2,Gill
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asy ln-lown location 1|l! COPYWRITING &
Secure 24-hour access o ! gloves
BUSINESS STRATEGY ob
oots (4131 863-9543
OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA i
‘ i INTERNET MARKETING 5 Allan = David
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors P c 41 3 393 9‘1 93 i a.ccesso.nes emall AJCYC@CROCKER.COM
and Artists encouraged 1o inguire MISSION & VISIoN & www'h’:'?"bm com . glft certificates WWW AICYCLE.COM
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Mom, remem-

ber that time

me driving us

through the park
deadened

after a winter storm
and suddenly spinning
slow

but out of control

a wide arc

five six seconds
before finally thumping
gently into a snowbank
and laughing

laughing at safety.

~Jamie Berger
Turners Falls

712/06

That mockingbird is a flirt
Those drama gueen clouds coming through

who's speaking or what's aiming to crawl
on he, my beer an Old Testament
prophet - with disease settling in
permanently again it was time

for another dog - Tippy, Varmint

and Critter had their times, and the
cricket livening the kitchen each

eve wouldn't ultimately be enough

| could be, wondering aside about
what that torn out page said, organizing
my thoughts through affection

doing my job, too, through that filter
managing prosody that way even if

the surfaces get aggressive - would
you know it but would | care is

the wrong question - but one anyway
I'm afraid there's no single salient fact
monsieur disorder - we will go up

the river and win big tonight just after
this rented steering wheel cools down

--Anselm Berrigan
New York City

knocking out the power - Its none of his business

Cinginnat,ohio

Everyday

This will be finally less than reportage this will be the most
extravagant thing | can think to do Facebook it's almost your
birthday | was almost about to finally send you the wish more
boring is it already too like is it already too like something that
you'd not have me do what are the debates exactly that get
carried over from the comment box to the space of my walk
through almost spring | didn't want to but I'll have to wear a
sweater tonight thinking just this morning the cold would
maybe have ended it hadn't & would not | got to thinking

My friends inhabit the
thoughts | want to have

o loose eyeballs

staring horribly at one
another wild-eyed

a la hello heart

pursuing the truth

as puny you and |

know it to behead

leaping off the brink

of wellness formula

staring down the supermist

--Anselm Berrigan
New York City

would like to th &ﬁ
E‘?’fggﬁ%@fﬁfﬂﬂé‘lﬁgﬂ%ﬁ

financial undefwn’ﬂng of T
Posetry Page:

Klondike Sound,
Carlin Barton, Montague
Dental Arts,

Dr. Robert Koolkin,
Michael Farrick, Green
Fields Market, and
Michael Muller

Poem

| am heir to the Max Factor fortune sometimes

the silver balloons of Warhol's Factory fill up my mind until family
& friends are obscured beyond them, penitentiary glamour.

A giant cigarette hovers above the head of Miichael Phelps

In the future this will mean

hospital, vineyard

refugee camp. A tender way of feeling for

the door in the dark

not a grope

but the absence of predation that has made the local fauna
Utopian, no in-wrought fear of being eaten.

That's how | feel when | see the last resort, & beyond it,

the ocean,

family & friends,

the silver balloons in a cluster let go toward Oahu

the door opens up like a flood of endorphins '

--Dana Ward

Cincinnati,Ohio

"

B T

about a nebulous feeling of being more out of control than
before or that samething so recently seeming to be treating
me mercifully some cloud it seems like that's there that works
me over or leaves me I've always believed in it haven't | it was
the phone that rang that stopped me from typing my wish onto
your wall | was going to change my status in fact | conceived
of this what I'm now typing as a status update arranged for
diminishing returns just because of scale wonder why now
that amount of words & spaces is permitted why another
larger area or not what constitutes is this maybe more like or
the | can't give up on what some say is the burdensome
excellence of prosody maybe its Over the Rainbow for me yet
it makes me up | don't take it as a thing one has to pursue or
not pursue this with its negotiations & precipitating detente
could be some form of the comment-box mind | nurse at work
when three words of Dante moves me too much to be still so |
live between blog posts the rancor & serious intelligence &
always unforgiving so funny today someone was denying that
something like code exists while they were explicitly coding
something code in fact is what they coded as non-existent it
isn't even really as funny as it seems | kept thinking you're
telling me code isn't there it isn't there this almost ruins my
day or upsets me past the point where | feel if | dipped a toe
in in protest | wouldn't be up for it later in an hour say or mare
I'd be over it or I'd rather be married to it make the space of
soreness endemic a life of something else it becomes
obvious to me that if my imagination is to really survive I'm
going to have to write things | won't love,

it's that | actually WANT to give it to someone that makes it
| mean that | don't think its worthless that | want nothing back
" for it shows me its value as itself

--Dana Ward

Cincinnati,Ohio

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER

PoLISH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM Daily - Closed Sundays

Besg Polish Food this
side of Krakow!

24 French King Hwy @ TF Bridge
863-9991

OUTURE 94?0.’.

Stwee 7970

Professional Painting & Decorating
Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346
99 Yeans on the Hoel

Geri Johnson
- CRB,CRS, GRI
Seniors
J Real Estate
REALTORS Support

66 French King Highway
Gill, MA 01376

(413) 863-9736

Fax (413) 863-9739

«—BAKER=—
Office Supply

New and Used off Lease Copiers
We Service Everything We Sell ‘

All Inclusive Maintenance

Agreements

774-2345

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

Locally owned since 1941

Full service market
Fresh Local Produce
Beer & Wine

@Y1V ENT TO EXCELLENCE

KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

413-773-1100

FAX 413-773-1105 Mike Fuller, Owner
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Juggling Finances as the State Drops the Ball

BY JOSH HEINEMANN —The
finance committee has been
checking in with the Wendell
selectboard at virtually every
meeting in recent months. As
state revenue is dropping, and
state aid to the town along with it,
town expenses are staying the
same or increasing.

Finance committee members
have also been attending Mahar

school committee meetings, and
reporting back about their contin-
uing and fruitless efforts to per-
suade the Mahar committee to
return to the terms of the contract
by which Wendell originally
joined the Mahar district (the so-
called alternative method of

assessment), by which each of
the four member towns would
pay the same per student costs.

" Donate to Meals on W heels volunteers Sat. April 25 at

Food City, Foster’s, Greenfield’s Market, McCusker's &

Stop & Shop (Greenfield). Or online at www.fchee.org
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QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4518

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Honest Work
Honest Prices!

' Mass. Contractor Reg. 4107 141
Mass. License #059565

JOE GRAVELIHE
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7R EUATE TR ALL FOR YO |
A" TRACTORS FOR FARM, HUME & CONSTRUCTION

I' L We Carry John Deere and Kubota Tractors, Stihl Chain Saws,

e

1 Blowers, Tractor Mowers, Ariens Snow Blowers. ﬁ
4/ Also: ® Wood Chippers @ Log Splitters @ Winches L
® Fire Proof Safes ® Materials Handling Equipment |1

I

|

SIRUMEQ[HIPMENTC@MPANYING. %
310 FEDERAL STREET RTE. 63 MONTAGUE -
SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 46 YEARS |

¢ A13=367=-2481 ;

Going into FY 10, Wendell is
projected to pay by far the high-
est per pupil cost among the
member towns: $8,565, com-
pared to Petersham’s $7,812,
New Salem’s §7,044, and
Orange’s $5,183 cost per pupil.

Before meeting the finance
committee, the selectboard dis-
cussed the location of the backup
generator to serve the town hall,
and decided it should be placed
near the front of the building, to
the left of the front door. They
agreed to reclassify the highway
garage’s obsolete generator as
surplus equipment, to be auc-
tioned in the fall.

Tom Chaisson built two of the
three electrical boxes for the
town common, and has since
built the third. Board members
agreed they should be painted
green, like the boxes they
replaced.

Board member Christine
Heard announced that town
librarian Rosie Heidkamp was
honored by the state as one of
100 Unsung Heroines of the Year
for her extraordinary and largely
unpaid effort coordinating the
building of the new Wendell Free
Library.

Town coordinator Nancy
Aldrich described the Hampshire
Council of Governments’ cooper-
ative purchase program for elec-
tricity, by which the town of
Wendell can contract with the
Hampshire COG to purchase
electricity jointly with other
towns, paying a constantly
changing rate as determined by
demand. Overall savings for
Wendell are estimated at around
$1,000 a year. So far, no town
that has signed up with the
Hampshire COG has lost money.

Board members agreed to sign
up for the program.

Aldrich reported that the
Wendell-New Salem school com-
mittee 1s looking to establish a
committee on school regionaliza-
tion, consisting of members from
the selectboards, the finance
committees, and the general pub-
lic, for a total of eight committee
members, to examine different
regionalization options and be
ready to act before the matter is
forced by the state, or by other
outside forces.

Town  moderator Kathy
Becker will not be available after
June 10th, so the selectboard ten-
tatively set June 3rd as the date
for the annual town meeting. That
will be tight timing for the
finance committee, because the
town has not yet received its state
aid figures.

The selectboard went into a
brief executive session 1o discuss
litigation, and returned to open
session to talk with the finance
committee.

The finance committee report-
ed that last year the town
received $415,310, and this year
Governor Patrick is proposing
$379,912 in state aid for Wendell.
The House Ways and Means
Committee is proposing even less
than the governor, but they are
suggesting the town can make up
$19,000 with meals tax revenues,
and another $3,000 with hotel
room tax revenues, The Senate
has not yet produced a budget

proposal.
The House plans to cut school
transportation reimbursement,

and is reportedly opposed to tap-
ping the state’s rainy day fund to
reduce the loss of loeal aid.

PILOT (Payment in Lieu of

Taxes for state property in towns)
are frozen at 2009 levels in the
House budget; the governor is
proposing a slight increase.

The finance committee has
been sending at least one member
to Mahar School Commitiee
meetings lately, and after men-

tioning the above figures, they
spent a good deal of time talking
about proposals to bring
Wendell’s per-student assessment
at Mahar more in line with the
per-pupil assessment of Orange.
Going by the state formula,
Wendell is hurt by several meth-
ods the state uses to create the
per-student assessment, by the
so-called statutory method. For
one thing, 4% of Wendell’s popu-
lation is of high school age, while
in Orange 8% of the population is
of high school age. Wendell has
taxed itself at $17 to 518 per
$1,000 of valuation, as opposed
to Orange’s tax rate at $11 to $12.
Wendell has a relatively large sta-

bilization fund. The Mahar
School Committee  chair,
Maureen Donelan, and Reza

Namin, superintendent of the
Mahar district, noted that
Wendell has excess levy limit
capacity, a sign of its great
wealth.

Finance commitiee member
lim Slavas has worked on a
method of assessing the four
towns in the Mahar district that
would not require more state
money, and would reduce the dis-
crepancy of payments among the
four member towns. The alterna-
tive method of assessment has yet
to gain a serious hearing by the
Mahar committee, which 18 no
closer to considering it than they
were last year, when the commit-
tee postponed a decision because
it was too late in the budget
process. Once again, Wendell’s
representative, Dick Baldwin, is
being told it is too late in the
budget process to consider the
alternative method of assessment
this year.

There will be an open budget
hearing before the annual town
meeting, at a time and place to be
announced. The selectboard and
the finance committee members
will attend, along with the school
committee and Namin.

BUDGET from pg 5

maintain an excellent school
system, with a good reputation.
“It is a valuable asset for the
town, and affects all our prop-
erty values,” he said.
Kuklewicz responded, “If
we have good schools, that's
fine. But if the town is going

under,
sense.”

it doesn’t make any

A reduction in the number of

hours for the position of senior
center director will allow the
town to avoid the cost of pay-
ing benefits for that post, and a
switch to a private contractor
to haul recycling from the

curbs, one week for paper, one
week for glass and cans, should
eliminate the need for at least
one job at the DPW, and allow
the DPW to sell the town’s two
recycling trucks, for a hoped
for total of about $55,000 to

$60,000. Wi
L=

GREENFIELD
FHRIERS coaPEnmvz fxcmm
Farmer-Owned

Shop with your neighbors
Support local agriculture

Local

Products for your animals,
home, farm, garden & yard

Black Powder ~

1105 Mohawk Trail
Route 2 West
Shelburne, Mass 01370

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639

ARROWHEAD BAIT & TACKLE SHOP

Knives ~ Live Bait

Sunday Special Spend $20/with this AD
while supplies last

Get any Reel up to 20 Ibs Filled FREE

Hunting and Archery
Garry & Cindy Pelletier (Owners)

@ Mohawk Diner (next door)

Winter Hours; Mon-Fri 7-6, Sat-Sun 7-2
413-625-3090 * baitandtackle@rte2.comcasthiz.net

& LAPINE MULTIMEDIA

4 MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS
R & MORE!

413-773-7747

e Fresh Baked Goods
e Diemand Farm Eggs

CONVERTED TO DVD, s Adams-Doniits
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! = Soup made from scratch
+We Roast our own Meats
@ Dail ial
Bill & Kathy White | [-)n 57"

“Sandwiches like mom used to make" khamasaion
e Pierce Brothers Coffee

Lacally Roasted in Greenfield
Organic Fair Trade Espresso,Cocoa &Tea

Reliable Hours & Friendly Service

round he,,.

cate

111 Avenue A Turners Falls MA

call in for fast pick up! 413-863-2800

Mon - Fri 6:30 o.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat. 9:30 - 3:30

Boxed Lunch Available

Sun~5Sat Ba.m.to 1 pm,

gout Winds &chool

www.fourwindsschool.info

Cogito ergo periculosus sum.

863-8055

N
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ — This is the sec-
ond in a two-parl series on sur-
gery. In the last column, we dis-
cussed surgeons and healthcare
Jfucilities. In this column, we'll
cover the surgery itself.

[ view surgery as the last pos-
sible solution for a health prob-
lem. I'm sure most of you agree.

It's best to look into alterna-
tives such as medicines, treat-
ments, lifestyle changes and
watchful waiting before under-
going anesthesia and scalpel
work.

Do your own research before

undergoing surgery. One area of

study should be laparoscopy. In
this type of surgery. small cuts
are used instead of a large inci-
sion. These incisions allow the

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Ask Questions Before Going Under the Knife

surgeon to insert a laparoscope —
a thin tube with a camera — into
the body. Then the surgeon uses
small tools to perform the sur-
gery.

There are many advantages to
this type of surgery. It can allow
you to have a procedure in the
morning and then go home the
same day. Some laparoscopies
require that you stay only one
night in the hospital. Usually,
you will recover from this type
of surgery more quickly. And,
instead of a having a large scar,
you will have only a few small
scars.

If you are faced with the
prospect of surgery, you should
have many questions, Here is a
list of significant questions you
can ask you doctor before the
SUrgery:

* Why do [ need the opera-
tion?

» Do | need it now, or can it
wait?

» What happens if I don’t
have the operation?

*» What are the benefits of

having the operation?

* How long will the benefits
last?

* What are the risks of having
the operation?

* Are there alternatives to sur-
gery?

* How will the surgery affect
my quality of life?

* Where can 1 get a second
opinion?

* What experience do you
have performing this surgery?

» Where will the operation be
done?

» Will I have to stay overnight
in the hospital?

» s it possible to have same-
day surgery as an out-patient?

* What kind of anesthesia will
I need?

» What are the side effects and
risks of having anesthesia?

» How long will it take me to
recover?

» Will [ be in pain? How long
will the pain last?

* When will I be able to go

home afier the surgery?

* What will the recovery be
like?

* Can you draw a diagram and
explain how you do the surgery?

+ Can you please mark the
part of my body you will operate
on?

+ Is there anything else I
should know about this surgery?

There are many steps you can
take to make your surgical expe-
rience less taxing.

Before surgery, arrange for
home healthcare that you may
need: this may include medical
equipment, prescription drugs
and a visiting nurse. Line up
someone to drive you home and
stay with you for the first 24
hours after surgery.

When you go to have your
surgery, leave your jewelry at
home, and don’t wear make-up
or contact lenses.

You should always carry the
following information with you:

« your doctor’s name and
phone number

SCHOOL from page 1

Reflecting on the Montague Center School

nature of the community.

This led into his presentation
of four potential uses of the for-
mer school, including: use as a
professional office building, a
possible private institute, a
shared housing or independent
living facility, or as private
rentals or condominiums. The
options would involve varying
degrees of remodeling, of widely
varying cost.

When the floor was opened to
comments or questions, there

was no shortage of response. The
previous community support for
the building as the traditional
home to a village school
appeared to be alive and well,
albeit in new form, with some
residents questioning why a pro-
hibition against competing with
the GMRSD should guide the
building’s re-use.

Brian Pierce questioned
whether the nine or ten street
parking spaces assumed for the
building were not actually on his

property, rather than on town
property. Mary Melonis, a retired
schoolteacher, questioned
whether condominiums or rental
units would be affordable for
senior citizens “when they are
taxed out of their homes.”

Mark Beaubien asked ifa cost
analysis had been done for each
of the preliminary proposals.
“With an unidentified buyer,”
Greenberg said, it was too early
in the process to make it feasible
to cost out the various options.
He commented, however, that
the building was one of the best-
maintained structures he had
seen of its age.

Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio has said he expects
to place a $30,000 warrant before
town meeting this year to pay the
continuing costs of maintaining
and heating the Montague Center
School building through next
winter.

An unidentified attendee
questioned whether rentals might
bring “UMass right into

Montague Center” and noted that

would destroy “the nature of our
community.” Robin Sherman,
director of the Franklin Regional
Housing and Redevelopment
Authority, countered that new-
comers bring new ideas and
vitality to a community.

While not exactly a little red
school house at fourteen thou-
sand square feet, the Montague
Center School building found
plenty of nostalgic supporters. as
in previous school years, as the
question shifts to whether that
public support can be channeled
toward finding a new role for the

old school building. a
L

» family names and phone
numbers

* ongoing medical problems

* medicines you take, includ-
ing prescription and over-the-
counter drugs

» allergies to medicines

* health insurance informa-
tion and policy numbers

Make copies of this informa-
tion to keep in your wallet and
glove compartment of your car,
just in case you need emergency
care.

If vou have a question,
write to fred@healthygeezer.com

"EXCAVATING

Fencing - Patios - Walks -
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch

413-863-3652

FEDERRL STREET BOOKS
Mly Dﬂy SELE
Da ¥S

Thurs, Apr. 30th 10-6pm

Fri. May 1sT 10-8pm
Sal. May 2nd 10-8pm

507 QFF
ALL STQCK!

8 FEDEREL STREET
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
(413) 772-b564
FEDBOOKS (@ yRHOO.COM

WWW.FEDERRLSTREETBOOKS.COM

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALLS %%s&musm
413-863-3133

PERSONAL MJURY. LIRS 6 ESIRTES, LASRRER'S COMP

Patrick Smith
HIC #134741
Insured

Toll Free
866-262-5361

EASTERN
WEATHERIZATION

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranteed

Montague, MA 01351

Renaissance
Builders

Simply Computing

computer set-up

training

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

Quatity, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

390 Main Road, Gill MA 01354
413.863.8316
www.renbuild. net

QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
774-5451

Your Pace at Your Place

29 Sth Sireel, Turners Falls |

Specializing in
Wedding Hair
und WMake-up

413-863-9408

Propane
Filling
Station

Q0

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

Route 2, Gill 5g
863-4049 1-800-439-4049 ram
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.) ==

()]

194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

S ——
I—: COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS
. -

Shocks ¢ Tires + Batteries ¢+ Starters
Struts + Tune-ups + Brakes + Oil Change

+ 413-863-2236

FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13081
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Working Overtime
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BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

GILL — Working on the tracks
was a dangerous job. Dropping a
rail could smash toes or break a
leg. Sometimes a train bore
down on a different track than
expected, catching trackmen
unaware, especially  when
fatigued while working around
the clock. Mr. Calaboosa, a track
inspector riding on a little put-

CAN BE PURCHASED AT
GREAT FALLS COFFEE
COMPANY 4 MaAIN RD, GILL

put car, was run over by an
unscheduled train when he failed
to check with the office.
Whenever the foreman wanted to
take a chance on not calling the
office to see if the track would be
clear, a cry went up, sounding
like a slogan, “Remember
Calaboosa!™

Not only was railroad pay
higher than what other occupa-
tions paid, but after eight hours
we got paid time and a half, and
after sixteen hours we got paid
double time. Then it went back to
straight time and started all over
again. When it snowed, the sec-
tion gang’s job was to keep the
rail switches clear of snow and
ice. If a switch didn’t close all the

way, a train could derail.

We lit kerosene smudge pots
to keep the rail switches from
freezing. If it snowed all night,
we worked all night. The railroad
lunch counter closed about ten
o’clock, bul Smitty’s Diner never
closed. Smitty sold a delicious
bowl of beefl stew and a big
chunk of crusty bread for 40
cents. It felt good to have a pock-
et full of folding money. eating
out instead of carrying a lunch
bucket, working all night with
the section gang doing a man’s
job even though 1 was only six-
teen. My classmates looked up to
me. Working on the railroad was
heady stuff.

When it looked like a snow
storm was letting up and we
might not work all night and we
might lose out an the time and a

half’ and double time, the gang
would take up a collection to
take Casey out for a few drinks.
While they were getting him
mellow, my job was to fire up the
coal stove in the railroad shanty.
With the shanty warm and cozy,
Casey would soon doze off and
snore through the night.

The men took turns checking
the smudge pots and switches
while the others curled up on
benches to catch a snooze, on
double overtime. I stoked the pot
bellied stove though the night
between snatches of sleep.

Al about two o’clock in the
morning, a train came thundering
by making a horrendous noise. It
shook the shanty, and threatened
to take the shanty with it.

Someone stirred, “There goes
the bootlegger.”

The Montreal train got named
“the bootlegger” during
Prohibition, when people took
the Montrealer to Canada to
bring back whiskey. The train
roared off into the night and quiet
descended on the shanty. The
foreman’s snoring continued
unabated.

The next morning, Casey was
grouchy, until the crew took him
out for breakfast and a cup of
Irish coffee. My first week’s pay-
check equaled more than what
my sister Irene earned in a month
as a store clerk.

[ never did buy a striped rail-
road cap, but whenever | saw a
train rumbling by, or heard a
whistle blow, that old railroad
feeling stirred in me.

— Contimited Next Week

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, continued

Gathering Support for
Simple Living

A great group of people has
formed the Wendell Rural Simple
Living Committee. As the name
suggests, its members believe in
the benefits and the inherent

CLASSIFIEDS: $6 FOR 20 WORDS (15 cts./extra word
RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD WEEK FREE
MONTAGUE REPORTER 58 FOURTH STREET TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

.15 for each additional word

Check enclosed for

for weeks.

Name

Phone

4 Main Road, Gill

legality of simple living, and
have already begun working
toward approval for a “test case”
for the non-electric apartment we

have proposed. The board of

health agreed last week it would
consider a proposal for a test
case, given assurances that it - the
test case process - is legal.

The group’s first initiative is a
petition to demonstrate public
support:

To Wendell iown officials:

We the undersigned support
the request of Susan and Jonathan
von Ranson to build and test a
small (750-sq-ft), low-impact
apartment. We anticipate that this
experiment will demonstrate how
a non-¢lectric home, using a cus-
tomized greywater septic system
and composting toilet, heating
and cooking with wood and

hand-pumping water from a dug
well, will meet or surpass all
environmental standards of the
building and health codes. We
ask you to work together to see
that it goes forward, with appro-
priate monitoring of its health
and environmental performance.
The petition will be available
for signing at the Wendell
Country Store and at our home, 6
Lockes Village Road, plus wher-
ever someone’s willing to carry
it. This weekend we hope to get
people out with clipboards and
petitions at the library yoga class,
at WRATS, the community gar-
den, Earth Day, and the Fiske
Pond cleanup, all on Saturday,
and at the Spring Fling at the
Deja Brew and free food pickup
at Good Neighbors on Sunday. If
you'd like to help gather signa-
tures, get in touch with us - or
come by Saturday morning
before 10 a.m.
- Susan and Jonathan
von Ranson
Wendell

Montague Business
Association Meeting

There will be a full
Montague Business
Association membership
meeting on Thursday, April
30th at 8:00 a.m. at the
MCTV studios on 2nd
Street. Coffee and donuts
will be provided. Questions
and suggestions for agenda
items can be directed to
jkliquor@verizon.net.

Arena Civic Theater
Presents
The Diary of Anne Frank
Apnl 24th, 25th, May 1st,
2nd at 8 pam.
April 26th and May 3rd
at 2 p.m.
At the Shea Theater
Tickets: $12 adults, $10 seniors
and students.

Available at the door or
reserve at 413-863-2281 x 3

SINCE 1888

AH. Rist

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

Tracey Kuklewicz
Vice President

159 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA

email: tracey@ahrist.com
web: www.ahrist.com

863-4373
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Restoration
# Cabling & Bracing

# Tree Removal

HEATING &

Tognarelli ¢

COOLING

-‘:-‘-'% EDWARDS TREE SERVICE

# StormDamage Prevention &

# Shade Tree Maintenance

Matthew Edwards
Cerlified Arborist

& Qwner
& Climber
# Insured

Wendell ® 978-544-7452
www.mattedwardstree.com
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FINE ITALIAN DINING

WEDNESDAY WINE NIGHT
Glass $5, Bottle $20
Appetizers $10

1232 Avenue A » Turners Falls MA 01376

Specializing in oil heating alternatives
Pellet Stoves * Gas Conversion Burnets
Financing Available

@dYORK 413-863-2295 MWMEPAC

s tirme 4o get comfariable: Central Air - Auywhere

PETER WATERS
HOUSE PAINTING
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Exterior
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|www.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO.COM

THURSDAY NIGHT JAZZ
6:30-9:30

413-863-4441

166 Avenue A, Turners Falls

Open 5-9 Wed, Thurs &
Sun, 5 - 10 Fri and Sat
Closed Mon & Tues-
Available for Private Parties

GARRY L. EARLES, M.S.W., L.1L.C.S.W.
EDUCATIONAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSULTANT
NEURO-BICLOGICAL CONDITIONS

FRAMKLIN COUNTY, MA
PHONE: 413.863.4128
EMAIL: GLE@EFURNACE.NET
WINW.GARRYEARLES, COM

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& DINNER

Giddy Up

Route 2 - Gill
413-863-8210

BERKSHIRE BREWING
Beer Now AVAILABLE

&T |1 9 Q\L

TURNS LAWN CARE
Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
“Spring Clean Up and
Season-Long Property Maintenance”
Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured
45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

THURSDAY, APRIL 30th

Jazz at DiPaolo's, Turners Falls: ofoe
Balmont & Dia Silverstain, quitar and
sax, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 24th

Deja Brew, Wendell: Zydeco
Connestion 9 to 11 p.m. Come on out,
shake it loose and party down to some
hot zydeco.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Lave Bamb, dance rock & roll covers,
9:30 p.m.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Ghost Quartet, $3 cover, 9:30 p.m.

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY,

APRIL 23rd to 25th

The Green Trees Gallery presents
Louise Link Rath's Heavenly Floral
Landscapes. These large oil paintings
bring us into a stunning botanical world
that will satisfy our lust for new spring
growth. 105 Main St, Northfield, (413)
498-0283 www.greentreesgallery.com

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY,

APRIL 24th to 26th

The Diary of Anne Frank performed by
The Arena Civic Theatre, directed by
Sondra Radosh at the Shea Theater,
Turners Falls. $12/$10 students & sen-
iors. 4/24 & 25 at 8 p.m. 4/26 at 2 p.m.
Continues 51 to 5/3.

Staged Production of My Antonia at the
Deerfield Teachers' Center, 10 Memorial
Street, Deerfield. As part of this year's
Big Read Project, Pocumtuck Valley
Memorial Association and Lady of the
Lake Productions will present My Anto-
nia, a play for the stage by Charles
Jones, adapted from Willa Cather's
novel My Antonia. Fri. & Sat. at 8 p.m.
Sunday at 2 p.m. $§12/$10 for seniars,
and $5/students.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 25th

Turners  Falls  Spring  Clean-up.
Community members are invited to help
--sessions from 10to 1 p.m.and 1 to 4
p.m. Meet to get started at the Great
Falls Discovery Center, Join our DCR
staff to roll up your sleeves in a great
outdoor experience on the grounds
of the Great Falls Discovery
Center, Unity Park,
Peskeomskut Park, Waven
River Project and the
Community Garden. Swing
by, introduce yourself, and
find out what is happening.
Volunteers have a choice of
many tasks that keep our
parks beautiful. Call (413)
863-3221 for more informa-
tion. Live music celebration in
Peskeomskut post clean-up at 4
p.m.

Riéchard
Harmany Seunds at the  Chase af
5th Annual Gala. Two fab-
ulous a cappella groups
from the area, The
Zumbyes from Amherst
College and The Heart of
the Valley Chorus. 7:30 p.m. in the
Turners Falls High School Theater.
www.thegmef.org. Tickets $20 at the
door.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
cfame; Monf‘gamm’y blues band,
9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mother Turfle,
soul rock, 9 to 11 p.m.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Otis
Grava, organ funk/rock/jazz, No cover.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26th

Family Dance, Montague Grange,
Montague Center, 4 to 6 p.m. Family-
style contra dancing, caller Tim Van
Egmond and live music from traditional
contradance band Shingle the Roof.
Simple contras, circle dances, and
singing games, easy instruction for
beginners of all ages, especially those
with little feet. $4/person or $10-15/fam-
ily, includes a light snack. Info., (413)
367-9608.

Spring Fling fundraiser: on the lawn
behind Deja Brew, Wendell. Multiple
bands, BBQ, craft vendors, children's
activities! Benefit for someone near and
dear, $5 to $10 donation. 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Deja Brew will be open for beer and
wine, partial proceeds donated. (Rain
date 5/3.)

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter
Kim & Q'Joe Fi*gpah‘ic]-c._ Acoustic Trio,
Warped Americana, 7:30 to 10 p.m.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Open Mic, come play with us! 8 p.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 27th
Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, A
Night of Spoken Ward. Open mic 7

the Wendel!
adl Maon Coffee
Haogse, Wended! Towwn Vall

ont Sednrday. May 2ud, 730 pom,

p.m.

Guest Readers 8 to 10 p.m.
Special Poetry night menu
available.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29th
Deja Brew, Wendell:
Knitting & Crafts Night, 7 to
10 p.m. Any craft/skill level.

Spring Film Series &
Discussions with Experts.
Held at the Greenfield
Public Library, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m, Future Car & Enjoy the Ride are
two short clips abouf how we get
around. In Future Car, Alan Alda test-

drives future cars
in his
search
for

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

the
perfect
fast, safe,

exciting,  and
non-polluting car.
His search takes
us to the Big Three
research labs, Germany, California and
Iceland where we leamn about efforts to
build future vehicles that use clean,
domestically produced fuels Enjoy the
Ride. is a story on the rise of hicycle
transportation and recreation in the
Pioneer Valley.

Super Fun Bowling Club -
Noncompetitive bowling club open to all
abilities and ages! Revenge of the
Nerds — Are you proud to be a dork?
Grab your pocket protector and let it

show! 7:30 p.m. French King
Entertainment Center, Erving.
www.superfunbowling.com

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Mahi'ag\xe Phantam Brain Exc]nar\ge,
9 p.m. $5 cover.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30th
Jazz at DiPaolo's, Turners Falls: clohn
Clark, solo guitar, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Radia Free Earth.
Rootsy Acoustic Duo, Crossover music,
8to 10 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: The
Eady Show, 7 p.m. 80 min of acoustic
music with Steve Sanderson and
Freddie Freedom of the Drunk
Stuntmen.

At The Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: ofim
Olsen's Rendezvens Ramble, honky-
tonk dj, 8 p.m. no cover.

FRIDAY, MAY 1st

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Tha
Highbeams, classic rock & roll, 9:30
p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mass Praduction,
Obadiah Sun, Simon White, Joe
Cunningham, Jay Stanley and Christian

Marano, 9:30 to 11:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 2nd

Wendell Full Moon Coffee House,
Wendell: Richard Chase with Seth
Hoffsommer, John Miller, & Bryan
Barstow, 7:30 p.m. Warm and engaging
stage preserice, heartfelt lyrics, sea-
soned guitar-work, smooth singing; all
add up to Richard Chase. A veteran
singer-songwriter well worth experienc-
ing. To benefit Wendell Old Home Day.
Sliding scale 6 to $12 (978) 544 - 8022,
www.wendellfullmoon.org.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Bus
Dwivers, classic/southern rock, 9:30 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 1st & 2nd
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls:
Groundhog Day — a comedy starring Bill
Murray. Special guest, the Assistant
Director of Groundhog Day, Conway
resident Mike Haley on Saturday night.

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, MAY 1st to 3rd

Ja'Duke's production of The Wiz makes
it possible for you to journey down the
yellow brick road without having to trav-
el all the way fo Kansas. 7 p.m.
Greenfield High School, Greenfield. 5/3
at 2 p.m. $12/%10 for under 12 / over 65.

SATURDAY, MAY 2nd

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: Exhibit Opening. Mest the
Photographer, Regis Paris, 1 to 3 p.m.
His Landscape Photography Exhibit on
display in the Great Hall through 5/31.

FRIDAY, MAY 8th

Friends of GFDC Coffeehouse present
Katie Clark and friends! Heavenly vocal
harmonies with guitar, banjo & dobro,
offering original material mixed with old-
time country & bluegrass! 7 to 9 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Baked good
available, donations welcome.

ONGOING

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: UMass Ventures in Science Art.
Exhibit of student photographs of micro-
scopic organisms! Taken using a variety
of scientific methods, including Electron
Microscope. See the world around you
in a whole new way! On display through
April 30th,

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Tumers Falls; In Gallery
52. Blake Fitch — Expeclations of
Adolescence, a ten-year photographic
project documenting the emotional and
physical growth and emotional matura-
tion of two young girls. In Gallery 56;
Founder & Museum Collections -
Selections I, Museum Curator, Paul R.
Turnbull has selected a limited overview
of some of the Museum's collection. And
in Gallery 85: Stan Sherer — Life
Studies. Three documentary projects.
‘Albania’ and 'Shopkeepers’ are straight-
forward studies of people & places.
‘Lantern Slides' is a personal visual
interpretation and construction by Mr.
Sherer. Exhibits on display through
June 14th.

AUDITIONS

The Country Players auditions for Oliver!
Sunday, April 26, from 2 to 5 p.m. at
GCC Downtown, Greenfield & Monday,
April 27, 6 to 9 p.m. at the Shea
Theater, Turners Falls. Attend either or
both sessions. Ofiver! will be produced
at the Shea Theater July 10, 11, 17, 18
& 19. The cast includes 10 men of all
ages, 6 women in speaking roles, and a
chorus of children & adults.

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS — Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m.
THURS-Drop-in, 30 6 pm,

& Movie Night, 6 t0 8 pm.
Uiree fenceapt some frips); open ta local
teens. Nome require permission sljpa.
Lufo: Jared at 863-9559.
Hot Spot Teen Center is in
The Brick House

24 Third Streer. Turners Falls, (H376

GREENFIELD

CALDEN
CINEMAS
Main St. Greenfield, MA
413-7T74-4881

www.gardencinemas.net
Showtimes for

Friday, April 24th - Thurs., April 30th
1. HANNAH MONTANA THE
MOVIE G in DTS sound
DAILY 6:30 9 FRI, SATL, SUN 12 3
2. SUNSHINE CLEANING
DAILY 630 9:00 R in DTS sound
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00
2. X-MEN: WOLVERINE PG13
MIDNIGHT APRIL 30TH
3. MONSTERS VS ALIENS PG
DAILY 630 9:00
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00
4. 17 AGAIN PGI13
DAILY 645 9:15
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
5. FAST AND FURIOUS
PGI3  DAILY 645 9:15
ER1, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
6. CRANK 2 HIGH VOLTAGE
DAILY 7:00 930 R in DTS sound
FRI. SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30
7. STATE OF PLAY PGI13 in DTS sound
DAILY 7 9:30 DAILY 12:30 3:30

5 Beer

Fine Wine FO(I)d _
Friday, 4/24 9 10 11 p.m. :
Zydeca Cannection

Saturday, 4/25, 910 11 p.m.

Soul Rock Mother Turle
Sunday, 4/26 7:30 o 10 p.m.
Acoustic Trio, Warped Americana

Sl-e.vn. Cfaw Peter Knm &

Momlav, 4-;’27 (Epﬂn Mic 7 p.m.
% nr S l:m WQfd
Guest eaders 8 to 10 p.m.

978-544-BREW
37A Lockes Village Road
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THURS: 4/2319PM | $3
Mecca Normal | Sparse Paistey |
MMM's Live Archive

FRI: 4/2419:30PM | $3
Ghost Quartet

SAT: 4/25] 9:30PM | FREE
DOtis Grove Imyspace.com/otisgrovel

SUN: 4/26 | BPM | FREE
OPEN MIC! Come play with us!

"""""" a' u;g'e;;s””“””'
Veggie Lasagna
Duck w. Blueberry Chipotle Glaze |

Pipiones

SPORT SHOP

People often come tosee us

Negus & Taylor Inc
Monuments . 1/

;f-i'a

* Fishing supplies; Live bait

because their parents . ) u:"?e EROTaVE - Greenﬁald‘ ‘_‘1‘\
» Baseball & Softball Supplies e § m,,,‘,,g,fﬁ 'ﬂﬁ-ornr;enl;‘a tives “
" Fl‘sh"ng & Hunt"ng Licences &10[’ kmd QF loyﬂhf fb{”‘ ks{jgrgﬂfr wal Financial Pary

and we work hard to keep it.

® Paintball & CO,Refills

B e Bt ek Gary and Noncy Melen BestLocalBank.com 2]
il ¥ ' Reach All Locations 7720293 R .. 8
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 “The perfect remembrance’ Greenfield » Northfield = Sunderland  weveer sk
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK

BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY =
Suddenly everything is in bloom.
Daffodils at the edges of the yard
and in the woods, the bloodroot
transplanted from the river’s
edge, the forsythia bush, the
flowering quince and soon to be
open full, the apricots. The peep-
ers sing in the marshes; the
phoebe is back, singing its
unmistakable notes.

[t seems early, this sun-struck
short-lived season of first bloom.
As [ check the garden log, I find [
am mistaken. In general, my
records indicate this third week

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION

of April as the usual
time for this beautiful
outpouring. In fact,
one truly early year,
1999, the daffodils
first appeared on
April 9th.

However, we have
had lovely warm
days, interspersed
with the expectable
cool, damp ones. Frosty mom-
ings are still common, but the
birds and blooms seem undis-
mayed.

Still, the rush to garden
unchecked can often result in dis-
aster. My log notes frosts as late
as May 20th, 2002; May 13th,
2005; May 5th, 2004: and April
26th, 2006. And these chills came
by the side of the river, not in the
hills!

So the wiser gardener wails a
bit longer to plant tender and
marginal crops. I have put in the
English roses which arrived last
week, and kept my fingers

Glorious Spring

crossed. The chance of a light
frost is less threatening to their
future well-being than waiting
too long for planting, with the
risk of thoroughly drying out the
roots, As recommended for our
colder climate, I have placed the
bud union a good four inches
below the ground level.

I look forward to these new
roses, which I cherish for their
repeat blooming and lovely scent.
Although I've lost some to cold
and more to the tunneling of root-
hungry voles, 1 persist because
these are some of the most beau-
tiful of any rose I've grown, and
they are much less fussy than
their cousins, the tea roses.

For the roses already planted
in your yard, this is a good time
for judicious pruning of dead

growth. Also, an application of

Epsom salts (a couple of table-
spoons) around the base of the
plants will encourage summer
growth and bloom.

The tomatoes which were

stand proud in three- and four-
inch pots. For the past two week-
ends, I have worked quickly to
transplant them into dirt that is
designed for longer periods of
growth. I chose a container mix
which is heavier than the original
starting soil but without the usual
denominator of added fertilizer.

I want a light food for my sun-
room tomatoes. They won't be
garden-ready until the end of
May, so [ want to limit huge
spurts of leggy growth. Instead, 1
have been giving them a light
application of liquid seaweed,
about one teaspoon per quart of
water, They have responded well
to this light feeding, and to the
additional root room. Also, [
chose cloudy days for transplant-
ing, so my plants would be less
stressed.

Next, it’s time to do the same
for my tiny sweet pepper
seedlings. They are also sporting
true leaves, and roots spreading
from the bottom of the starter

I think I'll clean up these mini

Hopefully, a ring of strongly
scented marigolds will deter
some of the flying garden pests,
and, who knows, maybe the
woodchuck as well!

The recent dry spell will be
tempered by a few days of rain
and showers. I'll wait now for the
latter part of this week to plant
my cold crops. Then the earth
will be damp and sun-warmed,
the perfect combination for early
seeds set right into the garden
soil.

'l plant lettuce, spinach, kale,
radish, carrol and peas. If you
enjoy broccoli, beets and snow
peas, it’s also timely to put them
in. I will also set out my onion
and leek seedlings alongside of
the garlic. Those cloves, planted
at the end of last year’s garden
season, are now hearty, about six
inches tall, and ready for liquid
fertilizer.

This is the beginning of the
busy garden season, with the
greatest pleasure: the planting of
new crops. Soon it will be time to
remove the mulch from the

BY DON CLEGG
GREAT FALLS — The
Great Falls Farmers Market
on the corner of 2nd Street
and Avenue A, next to the
Great Falls Discovery
Center, will open for the
season on Wednesday, May
6th.

The market will be held
each Wednesday afternoon,

Farmers Markef Opening Soon

rain or shine, from 3:00 to
6:00 p.m. through October
28th.

The market includes the
sale of produce and plants,
but also offers and encour-
ages crafters, baked goods,
meats, fresh eggs, and pre-
serves. Civic groups are
always welcome to put up
tables and distribute infor-

barely an cells.
mation, Entertainment | inch tall a
from local musicians is fre- || few  short
quently offered. If you are || weeks ago
interested in participating | have their for Christmas:
in this mid-week market| true leaves
please contact Don Clegg || now, and

at sealeggsdc(@yahoo.com
or greatfallsfarmersmarket-
turners@gmail.com.
Weekly events are posted
on www.MontagueMA .net
then click on Farmers
Market selection.

Geft the Lead Ouf

WITH A GEOLOGY FIELD TRIP THIS SATURDAY

The Athol Bird and
Nature Club will hold a
geology field trip on
Saturday, April 25th, meet-
ing at the Millers River
Environmental Center, 100
Main Street, Athol, at 9 a.m.
and then heading out to
Southampton. Participants
should dress for a day in the
field and bring a geology
hammer, magnitying glass,
collecting bags, and lunch.

The field trip will be led
by ABNC founder Bob
Coyle. Severe weather can-
cels the outing.

The specific destination
will be Loudville, once a
busy mining village and the
site of what was once the
largest lead mine in the
United States. Galena, the
principal ore of lead, was

first discovered there in
1679, and by
Revolutionary War times
the mine was producing
large quantities of lead for
bullets. Besides the lead,
each ton of galena from this
deposit also produced over
12 ounces of silver.

The mine was operated
by several different compa-
nies but apparently without
great financial returns dur-
ing the first half of the 19th
century, and was closed
down after 1855. About
1862, the Manhan Silver-
Lead Company was formed
and the mine reopened.
Extensive buildings were
erected, and expensive
machinery installed. The
company failed, however,
when the price of lead fell

at the close of the Civil
War. Work ceased about
1870, and since then no
mining operations have
resumed there,

The main shaft is near
the northern boundary of
the town of Southampton.
Minerals found  here
include barite, pyromor-
phite, amethyst, fluorite,
quartz, cerussite, spha-
lerite, azurite, malachite,
wulfenite, chalcopyrite,
and calcite, in addition to
galena.

More information about
the ABNC is available on
the web at www.millersriv-
er.net. New members are
welcome.

For more information on
the field trip, call (978)
249-6083.

starter greenhouses and jumpstart
some early flowers I was given

and marigold. That way they’ll be
garden-ready by the end of May.

lobelia, verbena

strawberry bed and snip the dead
flowers from the late winter
blooming bulbs.
mow the lawn and weed the gar-
den beds can’t be far behind.

The time to

Celebrafing Arbor Day in Massachuseffs

NEBRASKA CITY, NE
This year, residents of
Massachusetts will cele-
brate Arbor Day on April
24th. While some states
choose to celebrate Arbor
Day on a date that coin-
cides better with their
growing season, national
Arbor Day is celebrated
on the last Friday in

April by many states,

including Massa-
chusetts.
The Arbor Day

Foundation encourages
everyone to plant a tree
to celebrate this special
holiday. The Founda-
tion’s Web site
(www.arborday.org)
offers many helpful tips,
from how to plant a tree to
selecting the right tree for
the right place.

The first Arbor Day
was  celebrated in
Nebraska on April 10th,
1872, thanks to a resolu-
tion proposed by
Nebraska City resident J.
Sterling Morton.

Morton, a civic leader,
agriculturist, and former
newspaper editor, urged
Nebraskans to “set aside
one day to plant trees,
both forest and fruit.” The

tree-planting holiday was
so popular that by 1920,
more than 45 states and
U.S. territories annually

celebrated Arbor Day.
Today, Arbor Day is
observed in all 50 states
and in many countries
around the world,

The state
Massachusetts is the
American elm, adopted in
1941, This particular tree
was chosen to commemo-
rate the occasion on which

tree of

General George
Washington took charge
of the Continental Army.
He did so underneath an
American elm on
Cambridge Common in
1775. (Today, the Elm
Research Institute in
Keene, NH, has devel-
oped a Dutch Elm disease
resistant cultivar
of the American
Elm with a life-
time warrantee;
for more infor-
mation go to
info@elmre-
search.org. - ed.)
The  Arbor
Day Foundation
is a nonprofit
conservation organization
of nearly one million
members, with a mission
1o inspire people to plant,
nurture, and celebrate
trees. More information
on the foundation and its
programs, or ways to cele-
brate Arbor Day, can be
found at
www.arborday.org.
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We serve homegrown,
Irink

HOURS: LUNCH TUES - FRI, 11:30 - 2:30 » DINNER TUES -
SAT, 5 - 9 = SUNDAY BHUNCH 10-2,

-inspired
. Presented simply, using ﬁ‘m be.st
ingredients from our neighborhoo
PHONE 413 774 3150
44 HOPE STREET, GREENFIELD

DINNER 5-8
ﬂﬁd

WWW. HOPEANDOLIVE.COM

COrE lH 10 SEE OUR E‘IEETDHT Sl'lfClm.S
AID ASK US ADOUT "TRY DEFORE TOU DUY"
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GREENFIELD

CENTER

SCHOOL

K-8th Grades

Social Justice Focus

2 Teachers per classroom
Individualized approach
Project-based

Greenfield, MA | 413-773-1700 www.centerschoolnal





