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Gill Store 
Closing 

SANTOS PHOTO 

Susie Maddern} grandson, Jackson, age 6, welcomes 
visitors to the Gill Store yesterdqy afternoon. 

The Gill Store is hosting a clearance sale between now 
and its closing date of April 30th. 

BY KATHLEEN and the occasional out­
LITCHFIELD of-towner who wotmd 
GILL - It is the end of wend their way up and 
an era for the Gill down Main Road to 
Store. Built in 1803, discover something out 
this one-room stmchrre of the ordinary in the 
has long been a general center of this out of the 
store, once a liquor way village. 
store, part-time car After 28 years of 
dealership (Model T's) nmning the Gill Store, 
and even a print shop in Susie Maddem is step­
its long history, always ping down from her 
meeting the varied role as shopkeeper and 
needs of local residents see GILL pg 14 

THEATER REVIEW 

The Ugly Duckling 

Gill Elementary fir.rt graders rehear.re their roles in 
The U g!y Duckling. " 

BY PATRICIA CROSBY ting-in-two of principal 
GILL Elementary Bob Mahler, as he took 
School held its ti·adition- on management of both 
al all-school play last Gill and Montague 
week, an adaptation of Center schools, the sys-
Hans Christian tern had to forego the all-
Anderson's "Ugly school play last year to 
Duckling," smartly the marked disappoint-
directed by the talented ment of community and 
Court Dorsey. school members, espe­
Temporarily shlnned by cially the sixth graders 
budget cuts and the split- see DUCKLING pg 6 
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Art's 
Blootning 

• 
1n 

Turners 
Falls! 

Chisels ring, children sing, 
shutters snap, audiences clap. 

Spring brings open studios 
back to the Avenue. 

-■ ■- Jack Nelson garden sculpture 
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FALU 

UDIO 
TOUR 

BY EILEEN DOWD 
& LAENA SANTOS 
TURNERS FALLS -The artists of 
Tumers Falls are, once again, open­
ing their studio doors wide on 
Sahrrday, April 30th and Stmday, 
May 1st from 10 a.m. to 5 p m. for 
the Alts & Blooms Shtdio Walk & 
Eating Tour. The doors are open not 
only to let in Spring, but to invite all 
the neighbors, near and far into the 
sh1dios to enjoy the fruits of the 
winters' labor. 

ter caphlring an image and the host a wine tasting, the area's 
sotmd of perfo1mance. Tumers is restaurants will offer culina1y mas­
aglow with the brightness of ere- terpieces, the Shea Theater will host 
ative work. The Great Lighting a perfo1mance of AI·senic and Old 
Showroom will also be open for a Lace by the AI·ena Civic Theatre 
really great glow! (Friday and Sahrrday) and Chris 

In addition, visitors can enjoy the Janke will host a poetiy reading at 4 
initial opening of the Hallmark p.m. at a new perfo1mance space in 
Museum of Contemporary the back of Suzee's Laundromat, 
Photography, feahrring a print feahrring the poets who recently 
exhibit by the students of the contributed to the Montague 
Hallmark lnstihlte of Photography Reporter 3' Poetiy Page. 

There will be lathes htrning 
beautiful bowls and mirrors, pottery 
wheels throwing glorious shapes of 
ftmction and whimsy. There is the 
tmmistakable sotmd of chisel to 
stone, the sound of the camera shut-

to benefit tstmami relief. Visitors can purchase copies of 
The Brick House is also present- videotapes of Montague's 250th 

ing the Great Falls Art Fest (an a1t anniversa1y parade, the Tumers 
and craft fair) at the Great Falls Falls Girls' championship softball 
Discove1y Center (Sahlrday only). 

Also, Jay K's Liquor Store will see ARTS pg 14 

Sewer Rates 
Expected to Rise 
Sharply 
BY DAVID 
DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE - Sewer 
users will see their rates 
rise by two thirds within 
five years if they are 
forced to foot the entire 
bill for planned 
improvements to the 
town's sewer lines and 
wastewater pollution 
control facility (WPCF). 
Representatives of the 
WPCF's engineering 
firm, Camp Dresser & 
McKee (CDM), told the 
selectboard at a public 
hearing on Tuesday, 
April 19th, that needed 
improvements will cost 
the town $5. 7 inillion, 
raising an average sewer 
user's annual bill from 

$350 to $570 by the year 
2010. CDM vice presi­
dent Bob Weimar said 
the town is under notice 
from the state and feder­
al Environmental 
Protection Agency to 
correct ongoing viola­
tions of the Clean Water 
Act resulting from the 
discharge of raw sewage 
directly to the 
Connecticut River at 
two combined sewer 
overflow (CSO) loca­
tions in Turners Falls 
and one in Montague 
City. 

Needed repairs to the 
1964 treatment plant, 
last upgraded in 1979, 

see CSO pg 3 

Turners Falls 
Crabapple 
Blossom Festival 
BY LINDA mcKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS -
The second annual 
Tllfners Falls Crabapple 
Blossom 
Festival mns 
from April 30th 

May 7th. 

Tumers Falls' nahlre, a1t, 
histo1y and architechrre. 

The festival kicks off 
with the Great Falls Alt 

Many of the 
downtown 
streets and 
parks in Tumers 
Falls are lined 
with crabapple 
and apple trees. 
They are com­
ing into glorious 

Crabapple Tree in Bloom 

bloom sho1tly, and vari­
ous events are scheduled 
to coincide with the week 
of their blossoming to 
encourage people to come 
and enjoy the flowers and 

Fest on Sahrrday, April 
30th from 10 a m. - 5 p m. 
at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. The 
Arts and Blooms shldio 

see BLOSSOM pg 2 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

Coax Me! 

Isabella 
Isabella is a two-year-old 

sho1t hair brown tiger cat in 
need of a good home. Isabella 
would prefer a quiet home 
where she is the only cat. She is 
a wonderful girl who would like 
a kind person with patience for a 
shy cat, who'll make her feel 
secure and coax her into blos­
soming this spring! To learn 
more about adopting Isabella, 
please contact the Dakin Animal 
Shelter in Leverett at 548-9898 
or via email at info@dakinshel­
ter.org. 

NANCY L. DOLE 
B□□KS & EPHEMERA 

.;1KS; 
BUYING AND SELLING 

USED BOOKS 
32 BRIDGE ST. 2ND FLOOR 

SHELBURNE FALLS 

ndole@crodier.com dosed Mondays 

SCREEN 
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187 Avenue A, Turners Falls• 863-4346 

Celebrating 95th Anniversary! 

'Qt:be ;fflontague 
l\eporter 

Published weekly on Thursday 
24 3rd Street 

Twners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema net 

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to 

The Montague Repo1ter 
24 3rd Street 

Twners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy dead-
line is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be 
liable for e11'ors in adve1tise­
ments, but will print without 
charge that pa.it of the adver-

tisement in which an e1rnr 
occw1·ed. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse 
advertising for any reason 

and to alter copy or graphics 
to confonn to standru·ds of the 

newspaper 

Subscription Rates: 
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BLOSSOM 
continued from pg 1 
walking tours are Saturday, 
April 30th, and Sunday, May 
1st. On Tuesday, May 4th, at 6 
p.m., Sue Sansoucie will lead a 
historical walking tour of down­
town Turners Falls that begins at 
the Discove1y Center. 

A bilingual English-Spanish 
conceit for fatnilies with Laurie 
Davidson and Tom Can-oll will 
be held Thursday, May 4th at 10 
a.m. at Peskeomskut Park on 
Avenue A. A family concert 
with Donna Lee will be held at 
Peskeomskut Park on Saturday, 
May 7th, at 1 p m. A spring 
planting program for yotmg 
children with master gardener 
Beverly Whitbeck will be held 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

at the Carnegie Library on 
Saturday, May 8th, at 2 p.m. 
During the weeklong festival, 
free self-guided historical walk­
ing tour booklets will be avail­
able at the Carnegie Libra1y and 
the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center. 

Outdoor concerts will be held 
in the Carnegie Library in the 
case of inclement weather. 
Registration is requested for the 
planting program. The 
Crabapple Blossom Festival is 
supported by the Montague 
Public Libraries, the Brick 
House, the Gill - Montague 
Family Network Cotmcil and 
the Friends of the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center. For informa­
tion, call the Carnegie Library, 
863-3214. 

Downtown Spring Cleanup 
BY LINDA HICKMAN brooms and water. The cleanup 
TURNERS FALLS - There will continue until at least Noon 
will be a downtown Spring 
Cleanup this Saturday in 
Turners Falls. Interested resi­
dents and individuals will be 
meeting at the comer of Avenue 
A and 3rd Street at 10 am. The 
group will begin on 3rd Street as 
the Highway Depa1tment has 
recently cleaned up Avenue A. 
The cleanup will include trash 
pickup, weeding, sweeping and 
raking. If possible, participants 
should bring gloves, rakes, 

on Sahrrday. The cleanup is in 
honor of Ea1th Day, April 22nd, 
and in preparation for the Great 
Falls Art Fest on Sahll'day, April 
30th and the Alts & Blooms 
Srudio Tours on April 30th and 
May 1st. We would like the 
downtown to look as good as 
possible for the Crabapple 
Blossom Festival which nms 
from April 30th to May 7th. 

For more info1mation call the 
Brick House at 863-9576. 

Walk for Seniors 
BY ANNA VIADERO -
MONTAGUE CITY - If you 
knew an elderly neighbor was 
too ill or frail to cook for them­
selves tonight, would you bring 
them a meal? Of course you 
would, if you didn't feel you'd be 
imposing on their privacy and 
dignity. You'd simply want to 
help. That's why I'm encourag­
ing you to pa1ticipate in the 
"13th Annual Walk for Meals on 
Wheels" on May 14th. When 
you sponsor a walker, you liter­
ally ensure that your elderly 
neighbors will be fed a hot, bal­
anced meal, delivered to their 

home during a time of need, in a 
manner that ensures their priva­
cy and dignity. Eve1y penny of 
your pledge stays in the commu­
nity and goes directly to feeding 
an elder. Your pledge will mean 
that our Franklin Cotmty Meals 
on Wheels progrrun never has to 
say "No" to an elder who 
requests this help in the months 
ahead. Please, join me. "Walk 
the Walk" with me by sending a 
meal -- or a week of meals! -- in 
the fo1m of a check made out to 
Meals on Wheels. It can be 
mailed to Meals on Wheels, 
FCHCC, 330 Montague City 
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FACES & PLACES 
The First SO-degree 
Day in Turners Falls 

On the stoops. Avenue A (above) 

4th Street 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
DOMINIC! 

Road, Twners Falls, MA 01376. 
Your gift is tax-deductible, and 
invaluable. 

L\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES April 25th -April 29th 
"It'& Just a &tone's throw from reality.• 

Groceries • Videos • Home Baked Goods 
Beer - Wine - liquor 

MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth St., Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
Advanced registration at many 
of our activities is necessa1y. We 
need to know how many people 
will be joining so we can be pre­
pared. A suggested donation of 
$1 per exercise class is appreci­
ated. Meal reservations need to 
be made a day in advance by 11 
a.m. Messages can be left on the 
machine when the center is 
closed (863-9357). Mealsite 
Manager is Chris Richer. The 
center offers a hot noon meal 
weekdays to any senior. 
Transpo1tation to the center can 
be provided. Trip coordinator is 
Jean Chase. Make trip rese1va­
tions by calling 772-6356. 
Payment and menu choice is 
due three weeks prior to trip. All 
Hawthorne trips leave from the 
parking lot on First Street across 
from the Police Station. 

Monday, 25th 
9:45 am. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. PACE Aerobics 
Tuesday, 26th 
9:30 am. Tai Chi 
10 am. Writing Classes 
1 p.m. Painting Class with 
Louise Minks, instmctor 
Wednesday, 27th 
10: 15 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, 28th 
1 pm Pitch 
Fliday, 29th 
9:45 am Aerobics 
11 am PACEAerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Eivingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 am. to 2 p.m. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
information and rese1vations 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
director at (413) 423-3308. 
Ltmch daily at 11 :30 a.m. with 

rese1vations a day in advance by 
11 a m. Transpo1tation can be 
provided for meals, Thursday 
shopping, or medical necessity 
by calling Dana Moore at (978) 
544-3898. 

Monday, 25th 
9:30 am. Exercise 
9:45 am. Libra1y 
12:30 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, 26th 
9 am. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Oil Painting 
Wednesday, 27th 
10 am. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 28th 
9 am Aerobics 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at (978) 544-2020 for 
info, schedule of events or to 
coordinate transportation. 

MON • ~f J-~~l~~fAY 8-8 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1 /2 mile south of Wendell Center 
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POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST 

Harrington's Dam 
and Foot Bridge 

Million Penny Challenge Met cso 
continued from pg 1 

This postcard was mailed from Montague in 1910. The foot 
bridge was built by T.F. Hanington so he could cross the Sawmill 
River from his home on the south bank to the north bank, where 
his mill complex was located. 

He had many ente1pdses including a sawmill, a fulling mill, a 
carpet cleaning company, and a facto1y that made fig boxes. He 
also had an electiic power company. Hanington's Dam is seen at 
the bottom of the photo. 

BY MICHAEL LIPINSKI 
ERVING - Since September, 
the Eiving Elementa1y School 
community has attempted to 
collect one million pennies to 
benefit libra1y and technology 
programs at the school. Over 
390,000 pennies were collected 
in a custom-made, plastic con­
tainer located in the front hall of 
the school. 

The effo1t to accumulate one 
million pennies was boosted by 
the annual Eiving Elementa1y 
Read-a-thon. The Read-a-thon 
is an annual eight-week 
fundraising event held each 
winter and sponsored by 
Charles Housen of the Eiving 
Industries Housen Foundation. 
The program is designed to 
encourage reading by eve1yone 

Millers River Watershed 
Monitoring Training Session 

BY IVAN USSACH 
ATHOL - For eve1yone who 
has a favorite stretch of river or 
stream they would like to pro­
tect, the Millers River 
Watershed Council (MRWC) 
and the Athol Bird & Nature 
Club will hold a training session 
on May 10th at 6 p.m. at the 
Millers River Environmental 
Center, located at 100 Main 
Street in Athol. The volunteer 
training session will provide 
residents of the Millers River 
watershed with infonnation to 
conduct Shoreline and Mid­
Stream Surveys. A follow-up 
outdoor training date will be set 
at the May 10th meeting. Photo­
documentation and stream con-

tinuity surveys will also be 
briefly discussed. 

A shoreline survey is taken 
by walking the edge of a water­
way, and a mid-stream smvey is 
taken from a boat, canoe or 
kayak. Both smveys, when con­
ducted regularly by dedicated 
volunteers, provide valuable 
info1mation on the conditions of 
waterways, such as flow levels, 
habitat change, and the presence 
or absence of pollution, trash 
and invasive species. 

Volunteers are encouraged to 
select their own stretch of 
wate1way to monitor. Where 
possible, volunteers in the same 
sub-watershed can work togeth­
er as stream teams. There are 

stream teams cmTently operat­
ing in the Tully River and Otter 
River sub-watersheds. 

The Millers River watershed 
includes 14 sub-watersheds, 
covering all or parts of 17 towns 
in n01th-central Massachusetts, 
from Ashburnham and Gardner 
in the east to Montague and 
Erving in the west, where the 
Millers River joins the 
Connecticut River. 

Space is limited. To register 
or learn more about the May 
10th training session, please 
contact the MRWC at 978-248-
9491 or email council@miller­
sriver net. 

FRANKllN COUNTY TECH 

Outstanding Student of the Year 
TURNERS FALLS - Aaron 
White of the Culina1y Arts 
department was named 
Franklin County Tech's 
Outstanding Srudent of 
the Year for 2005. 

White received his 
award at the nineteenth 
annual outstanding 
vocational technical stu­
dent awards banquet 
held at Mechanics Hall 
in Worcester on April 
7th. The awards banquet 
involves all the voca­
tional and technical high 
schools in the state. 

White is the son of 
James and Sheni White 
of Turners Falls, and is a 
highly regarded member 
of the Culina1y Alts pro­
gram at Franklin County 
Tech. He has been at the 

top of his class academically, is 
a Srudent Cotmcil delegate, and 
has competed actively in 
SkillsUSA competitions. In 

addition to his love for cooking, 
White is also interested in man­
agement and plans to attend col­
lege in the fall. 

in the school community. 
During the event, students, rela­
tives, staff members and others 
keep track of all the pages they 
read. The pages are tallied and 
each page read earns a penny 
from the Housen Foundation. 
Coupled with a high level of 
interest in the Million Penny 
Challenge, this year's Read-a­
thon was a record breaker! 
Participants read 1,072,401 
pages, earning over $10,000 for 
their efforts. 

Over six thousand dollars 
earned from the Read-a-thon 
was conve1ted into the pennies 
needed to complete the Million 
Penny Challenge. Citizens 
Bank of Greenfield provided an 
armored car se1vice that was 
used to deliver the pennies to 

the school. The pennies 
are now on display in the 
school libra1y, until the 
end of April. Citizens 
Bank will be providing 
the pick up service at that 
time to deliver the pen­
nies back to the bank and 
into the Eiving School's 
account. 

Bat In or Take Out! 
BURRITOS, 

BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESADILLAS 

Now serving 
Peoples Pint Beer 

on tap! 
(413) 772-2531 

1 O Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 
Hours: Mon -Sat 11:30 am -9 pm 

should be tmde1taken simulta­
neously, Weimar said. The CSO 
abatement work will cost $2.2 
million; upgrades to the treat­
ment plant are expected to nm 
to $3.5 million. If town meeting 
authorizes ftmding, the work is 
expected to get tmder way in 
2006 and be completed by 2007 
or 2008, Weimar said. 

Town planner Robin 
She1man, in attendance, com­
mented, "We can't be discharg­
ing sewage into the Connecticut 
River. But it is completely inap­
propriate to finance (the entire 
cost of the improvements) 
through the sewer rates. 

"The sewer system is an 
asset to the entire town," she 
continued. "It provides the 
infrastruchire for economic 
development. I hope at town 
meeting we can look at how to 
finance (the needed improve­
ments) without the entire bur­
den falling on the sewer rates." 

II 
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CarpeTech At your service 
for over 30 
years in the 

Pioneer Valley 

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Service 
Under new ownership • Tim Vassar, proprietor 

lJ ~ ffiiM#ii'¼!il -~~- Residental and commercial 
cleaning, window washing, 
floor stripping and waxing, 
pressure cleaning 

(413) 772-6970 P.O. Box 161, Greenfield, MA 01302 
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QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. con.tractor Keg. :r J. 07 14 .1 
Mu,;,;. Llccn,c #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 
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My Neighbor Brandy 
BY RUDY RENAUD 
TURNERS FALLS - I've 
always said that if you ever 
want a job as a local politician, 
get a dog. By the simple act of 
walking a dog three to four 
times a day, you get to know 
your entire neighborhood and 
all its idiosyncratic inhabitants. 
Thanks to my greyhound 
Myrddin, I've had the pleasure 
of meeting some of Turners 
Falls' most colorful characters, 
and friendly folks. Just to name 
a few there's my good friend 
Steven I walk with on Avenue 
A who's always willing to 
share his vast knowledge of 
everything sophisticated that I 
know nothing about; the kind 
couple on L St. who often get 
Myrddin deli meat from their 
fridge; the personable folks at 
Yesterdays bar who make sure 
they are always fully stocked 
with Scooby Snacks for the 
greyhound; the kind gentle­
man, now deceased, who 
always had bones on the back 
of his wheelchair for the neigh­
borhood dogs; and Brandy and 
Brian, the sweet young couple 
who liked to walk and talk with 
us. 

The first time I met Brandy 
and Brian was in Unity Park. 
They were walking her uncle's 
dog, Trouble. Saying that 
Brandy was friendly and out­
going is a bit of an understate­
ment. Since that first meeting 
at the park last summer, 
Brandy always greeted me 
with a "Hey ya, Rudy!" yell, a 

Poetry Page 
invitation for submissions 

The Montague Reporter features a monthly 
poetry page. Editors Chris Janke and Chris 
Sawyer-Laucanno warmly welcome our 
readers to submit poems, (with the name of 
the poet and title of the poem at the top of 
each page) for consideration to: reporter­
poems@montaguema.net, or to poems, 
Montague Reporter, 24 Third Street, T umers 
Falls, MA, 01376. 

The editors reserve the right of final 
selection for publication. 

big smile and conversation to 
boot. 

I remember once when I 
saw her at the Exxon station 
and she was on the pay phone 
and couldn't really talk to me. I 
was OK with it because my 
dog and I were on a mission; 
Myrddin needed to pee. 
Anyhow, the next day when 
she saw me she apologized 
profusely for not being able to 
talk. She told me she was 
telling some family members 
that she was pregnant and she 
figured they should be the first 
to know. 

Brandy was really looking 
fo1ward to starting her family 
with Brian. She lit up when 
talking about how they were 
going to find their own place, 
and raise their family together. 
And after being knocked down 
a lot by life's inevitable punch­
es, she maintained a much bet­
ter attih1de than people I know 
who have twice as many rea­
sons to be happy. 

In a sense, Brandy was a lot 
like Turners Falls. Rough 
around the edges, charming, 
inviting, hurt, but hopeful, 
always hopeful. 

Unforhmately, Brandy won't 
live to see the hope of what 
Turners could be him into a 
reality. She won't see her baby 
grow to be a man, and she 
won't have that family she 
always wished she had as a 
yotmg person. All this because 
for some reason, somebody 
thought it was a good idea to 

We welcome your 
letters. 

m:oe ;fffilontague 
~eporter 

24 3rd St Turners Falls, MA 01376 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
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murder this innocent, young, 
sweet woman and her tmbom 
baby while she was at work at 
a gas station in Deerfield last 
Sahlrday night. 

I'm going to miss seeing her 
and Brian at Suzee's, the gas 
station, and especially on the 
swings at the park. I'm going to 
miss the hope she gave out 
freely, and the positive cliche's 
she shared. I'll miss how talk­
ing to her and Brian reminded 
me to be grateful everyday for 
all I've been blessed with. And 
I'll also miss how seeing a kind 
soul like Brandy reminded me 
that the life you get is really 
just luck of the draw and it isn't 
fair and sometimes it's just 
dowmight rotten, but you have 
to make the best of it. Mostly 
though, I'll just miss my neigh­
bor Brandy. 

Memorial contributions in 
Brandy Waryasz' name are 
suggested to cover the family's 
tmexpected expenses. They can 
be made to Bank of America, 
Federal Street, Greenfield. 

Help Save Farmland 
Urge Governor Romney Not to 

Slash APR Funding! 
BY JESSE ROBERTSON-DUBOIS 
NORTHAMPTON - According to 
several sources, the Romney 
Administration is considering severe 
cuts to the Commonwealth's suc­
cessful and popular Agricultural 
Preservation Restriction (APR) pro­
gram, which has permanently pro­
tected over 55,000 acres of the 
state's most fertile fannland. Please 
contact Governor Romney's office 
as soon as possible and urge him to 
provide a minimum of $10 million for 
the APR program in FY'06. 

The state APR program is one of 
the country's oldest and most 
respected state fannland protection 
programs. Since 1978, this volun­
tary program has purchased the 
development rights to farmland, 
paying farmers the difference 
between the "fair market value" and 
the "agricultural value" of their farm­
land, in exchange for a permanent 
deed restriction that precludes any 
use of the land that will affect its 
future agricultural viability. The pro­
gram allows farmers to realize some 
of the equity from their land without 
having to sell it for development, 
providing an important source of 
capital to expand or diversify a farm 
operation, buy additional cropland, 
plan for retirement, or transfer the 
fann to the next generaUon. 

Less than 11 % of the 
Commonwealth's agricultural land is 
permanently protected. The rate of 
farmland loss is escalating. 
Massachusetts now ranks second in 
the country in its rate of agricultural 
land loss, having lost ten percent of 
its land in farms in just five years 
(from 1997-2002). 

In the face of this threat, 
Massachusetts farmers are waiting 
in line to protect their land. There 
are 48 approved APR projects ready 

to go, and more in the pipeline. 
These 48 final voted projects repre­
sent an estimated $35 million in 
value, but will cost the state only 
$20 million because the APR pro­
gram leverages significant federal, 
local and private funds as well. 
Despite this backlog of applications 
and available matching funds, the 
Romney administration has cut APR 
funding along with other land pro­
tection programs. Compared with 
investments of roughly $50 million 
per year under each of the three 
preceding administrations, land 
conservation spending by the 
Romney administration has totaled 
less than $50 million in FY 2004 and 
2005 combined. 

Please call, fax or email 
Governor Romney's office as soon 
as possible. Let him know you care 
about the future of farming and 
farmland in Massachusetts. Remind 
him that smart growth requires land 
conservation not just development, 
and urge him to provide at least $10 
million in funding for the Agricultural 
Preservation Restriction (APR) pro­
gram in FY 2006. 

Contact the Governor by email at: 
www.mass.gov/Agovwebmail/WebM 
ailPageControl.ser?level=101, by 
phone at: (617) 725-4005, by fax at: 
(617) 727-9725, or by mail at: State 
House, Office of the Governor, 
Room 360, Boston, MA 02133. 

Lastly, please let us know what 
you are doing. Send a copy via e­
mail to jrobertson@farmland.org, 
call (413) 586-9330 ext 21 or drop a 
copy in the mail to: 

Jesse Robertson-DuBois 
American Farmland Trust 
One Short Street, Suite 2 
Northampton, MA 01060 
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Preparing for the Draft 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
WENDELL - On a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon, April 17th, 
thiity citizens of Wendell and 
surrounding towns, including 
men and women of draft age, 
gathered in the Wendell town hall 
for a draft counseling session. 
Speakers included veteran peace 
activist Francis Crowe, Aaron 
Falbel, an organic faimer from 
Sunderland, Eric Waseleski, a 
former Marine, and Joe Toritto a 
teacher from Holyoke Catholic 
High school. 

With little introduction from 
Wendell's Molly Kaynor, who 
organized the event, Francis 
Crowe started her talk by saying 
we ai·e not likely to have a draft 
under this administration. The 
word "draft" is unpopular and 
Bush has promised he will not 
reinstate one. Rather, the ch-aft 
may resmface as a national se1v­
ice obligation, as it is called in 
England and Israel, encompass­
ing men and women from 18 to 
38. It will begin with one year of 
milita1y training followed by the 
service, which might be in any 
job from hospital worker to com­
puter operator to actual milita1y 
service. 

Although there is no draft 
now, men ai·e required to register 
with selective se1vice within 30 
days of their eighteenth birthday. 
Crowe said although the registra­
tion form does not have a place 
for it, a registrant should write on 
the form, "I am a conscientious 
objector," if that is the case, then 
copy the form and mail them­
selves a copy in a sealed enve­
lope to provide a dated record of 
that statement. A conscientious 
objector, Crowe defined, is 
opposed to paiticipation in any 
war, on moral, ethical, philosoph-

ical, or religious grounds, 
with an intensity equiva­
lent to a religious convic­
tion. If you consider your­
self a conscientious 
objector, your job is to 
convince your local draft 
board of the intensity of 
your belief. Keep a copy 
of eve1y communication 
you have with your draft 
board, and send all coITe­
spondence by certified 
mail. 

There are two classifi­
cations of conscientious 
objector. 1-0 status indicates a 
refusal to paiticipate in militaiy 
service at all, and gets a two-yeai· 
civilian alternative assignment; 
and 1-AO, who is willing to 
serve in the milita1y, but not as a 
combatant. A person drafted as 1-
AO usually se1ves as a medic, 
and Crowe cautioned that the 
function of the medical corps is 
"to preserve the fighting force," 
not to reduce suffering or heal the 
wotmded. 

Aaron Falbel, an organic 
farmer from Sunderland, spoke 
next, and described in more 
detail the process by which regis­
trants can convince a draft board 
they deserve 1-0 or 1-AO status. 
When a draft boai·d commtmi­
cates with a registrant, they have 
ten days in which to answer three 
questions that the board will 
pose: Describe your beliefs 
about combat, about training for 
combat, and all fo1ms of milita1y 
service. Describe how you 
acquired these beliefs, member­
ship in organizations, or training 
that brought you to your cwTent 
awareness. Describe things you 
have done that show these beliefs 
are deeply held. 

After receiving answers to 

Peace Activist Francis Crowe 

these questions, the draft board 
will schedule a hearing. When 
you go you are entitled to bring a 
witness, and you should expect to 
be asked difficult questions. Like 
Crowe, Falbel recommended that 
registrants record in writing their 
memory of the heating as soon as 
possible afte1wards. Falbel also 
recommended commtmicating 
with the Central Committee for 
Conscious Objectors, (CCCO), 
the American Friends Service 
Committee, (AFSC) or the Wai· 
Resistors Fellowship, in Nyack 
New York, all groups fainiliai· 
with the process of achieving 
conscientious objector status. 

Eric Waseleski, Gulf War 
Marine and president of the 
Wally Nelson chapter of Veterans 
for Peace, spoke next about his 
experience in the milita1y, why 
he joined, and why he left. By 
the time he was 18 he was com­
fo1table and fainiliar with the 
milita1y recmiters who had been 
coming to his high school eve1y 
year. Coming from a family with 
a strong militaiy histo1y he felt 
enlisting in the Almy was an hon­
orable way for him to serve his 
country and later have enough 
money to attend college. After 

two yeai·s in the Army, 
he reenlisted in the 
Navy and was assigned 
to maintenance of 
Close In Weapons 
Systems (CIWS) on the 
sister ship of the USS 
Cole. His first long 
cruise was "a blast," 
just as the recruiter 
promised. 

He suspected a 
change when the ship 
was being supplied for 
his second major cmise, 
and instead of 15 

Tomahawk missiles they loaded 
60. A Tomahawk missile makes a 
crater 30 meters in diameter and 
has a death field of 70 meters. 
Along with the aircraft cai11er 
Ente1prise, they were to cmise 
with "best speed" to the Persian 
Gulf. The Ente1p11se with her 
nuclear engines was out of sight 
almost immediately. His ship 
skipped its scheduled po1t of call 
in Yemen, which was instead vis­
ited by the USS Cole, later 
attacked by te1rnrists. Cmising 
through the Suez Canal they saw 
the burned out remains of tanks 
on the Egyptian side, still there 
from the 1967 wai· with Israel. 

On December 17th, 18th, and 
19th, 1998 President Clinton tes­
tified about Jennifer Flowers, and 
Waseleski's view of the world 
changed as his ship latmched 52 
of their Tomahawks into Iraq 
from 30 Iniles offshore, two 
miles beyond the range of enemy 
missiles. He leained that one of 
their tai·gets was the house that 
belonged to Saddam Hussein's 
daughter and he wondered what 
honor there is in attacking an 
una1med woman. They never 
saw an enemy, and they never 
saw what destmction their 

weapons wrought. 

and religion at Holyoke Catholic 
High School spoke last. He said 
conscientious objection is a legal 
1-ight; he dismissed several draft 
myths, that students will not be 
drafted, that non-citizens will not 
be drafted, (although they will be 
granted citizenship if they die in 
combat.) Fleeing to Canada has 
been closed off as an option, and 
only child status counts only in 
extreme situations. Women do 
not have to register now, but that 
could change. 

Fowteen states will not give a 
dt'iver's license to an tmregistered 
man. A question on the college 
financial aid fo1m asks, "Have 
you registered?" and if the 
answer is no, there is no financial 
aid or loan available. Civil se1v­
ice jobs are closed to non-regis­
trants. 

If you think you may want to 
apply for conscientious objector 
status, ToITito recommended 
staiting and ma.intaining a file of 
relevant documents now. He 
repeated Crowe's and Falbel's 
instmctions to wi'ite, "I am a con­
scientious objector," on the regis­
tration form (there is no place 
provided), to make a copy, and 
mail that copy to yourself as a 
dated record. He emphasized that 
conscientious objection does not 
require total pacifism or belong­
ing to a specific church. He 
repeated the three questions that 
a dt·aft board will want answers 
to, and said, "When I was 17, I 
couldn't do that." But he said he 
has begtm to save records for his 
4th grade child who does peer 
mediation at school, and said, 
"You probably have records or 
memories already." 

Waseleski said, "Becoming a 
CO is not a way out of service, 
but a way of offe1ing yourself for 
service to humanity." 

Asplundh's Tree Crews Trim~µg Tre _ iala~. • 
. _th_e Utility ~ines o~ Montague ~t};r~ .. q~'\ 

April ts Natzonal Poetry Month. Wzth the weather 111armmg and the flow- '";. .. , -. --:-· 

An admiral visit­
ed their ship and 
told the men, 
"When Saddam 
Hussein falls, know 
that you were a part 
of it." He felt then, 
that as part of an 
empire, their 
actions made sense, 
but as pa1t of a 
republic they made 
no sense. He sees 
the work he is 
doing now as pay­
ment towards the 
debt he owes to the 
people whom he 
failed to protect 

Patti Scutari stood up and 
annotmced that she and Molly 
Kaynor had taken a course in 
dt·aft cotmseling, and they were 
available to anyone needing 
someone to talk to, or advice. 

ers in bloom, all our writers seem to have been bitten 1!J the poetry bug, even • -~~.,...... ....... 1-"' 

Joe Parzych, 111ho abandoned hi.r prosaic homilies to heary equipment and 
earth moving machinery to off er thi.r metrical view of men at 111ork. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH job, Haber says, and swoops 
The wood chipper cries out the up to the sky to sever more 
company name limbs to feed the insatiable 
"Asssplunddhhh!" it shouts in ironhearted chipper. 
a shower of chips As it grinds "Asssplunddhhh!" it cries, 
up the branches and spits them devouring more branches .. 
back out. Tree limbs bleed Captions; I .Foreman, Barry 
from the hydraulic chain saw. Haber at work in the sky. 2. ,_,c,_,..,. 
Does the tree feel pain? Asplundh tree trimming crew 
Foreman Barry Haber, a by the sky bucket. 1-r, 
graphic designer, does not Foreman Barry Haber, Eli 
dwell on such thoughts. It's a Whitney, and Tim Hennessey. 

then. 
Joe Toritto, a 

teacher of music 

Andt·ew Jenkins gave an 
answer to the questions regis­
trants might expect about a "Just 
War," against a truly evil system, 
such as World Wai· II. He said 
that 60 years later we ai·e still 
engaged in conflicts that are an 
a:fte1math of that wai·. 

Stickers were available with a 
hotline number, 1 800 FYI 95GI, 
and website, www. Glrights.org, 
for active duty military person­
nel. For more info1mation, con­
tact: CCCO: 1515 Cheny Street, 
Philadelphia PA 19102. 
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Controversy High Rated PG-13 
BY DAVID DETMOLD conflict in their own lives, 
TURNERS FALLS - addressing conflict that they see 
Controversy High, a full-length in the school community." 
play in four acts pe1fo1med by These kids are not shy when 
students of Dean Scranton's it comes to adult topics. 
junior English class at the Sexuality, drug use, drunk dri­
Franklin Tech School, tmder the ving are dealt with coolly and 
direction of Wendell's peripatet- caustically. The scene is set at 
ic Comt Dorsey, evolved from a some high school in Franklin 
series of improvs dealing with County school called 
conflict resolution and theater. Controversy High, where back-

Scranton teaches a ve1y per- stabbing and character assassi­
sonal elective English class. nation are as common as in the 
"When I teach Hamlet, I ask the Roman Forum of Julius Ceasar. 
students what keeps them from The students are deciding 
committing suicide," he said. whether or not to go to a keg 
"My class deals not just with lit- party thrown by one of their 
eratme, but with self-expres- number who is less than popu­
sion, and I ask my students to do lar. But there will be beer there, 
research on themselves." and a number of possible love 

The play, which was per- interests may intersect before 
fo1med for each grade level at the evening winds down, many 
the Tech School last week, and of them with the school's 
at a cotmty-wide teen confer- lothario, Jake, (Juan Gonzales) 
ence at the Tmners High School known to drip such honeyed 
on April 13th, evolved from his dialogue as: 
students "doing improv about Jake: "Whatcha <loin'?" 

DUCKLING 
continued from pg 1 

who will remember for an eter­
nity that they didn't get one. 
Now the all-school play is back 
on its feet, as long as there are 
some parents free during the 
day, creative costumers, and 
half a principal willing and able. 
Judging by the performance 
( 4/14), the event is stronger than 
ever, engaging eve1y member of 
the school commtmity in acting, 
singing, movement, costume, 
and set design. 

"The Ugly Duckling" (script 
kindly loaned by the Erving 
Elementary School, which pro­
duced it five years ago) is the 
sto1y of being different- not just 
the "duckling" himself, endear-

ingly played by lanky Malik 
Odeh - but his persecuted 
friends: charming Katelyn 
Phillips (Ducky), exuberant 
Natasha Vaughan (Tweety), and 
winsome Jack Hubert 
(Stanley). Whether it's their 
kindness at tmpopular times, 
their high-pitched (and boy, is it 
high-pitched) squeal of a bird 
call, or their general inability to 
keep up with the crowd, each of 
them is unable to fit in. So they 
join the Ugly Duckling for a 
series of advenhrres, looking for 
a place where it's okay to be 
who they are. Accompanied by 
the sweet tones of Seth Leinieux 
as the Sage Peacock, whose 
Greek Chorus-style commen­
ta1y on issues from high above 
the stage action, from his perch-

Babe of the Moment: 
"Nothin."' 

Jake: "You want to do nothin' 
with me?" 

Babe: "I dunno, maybe." 
Jake: "That's cool. Maybe we 

can talk and chill and ... talk and 
stuff. II 

He gives the same line to all 
the girls, but for some reason 
they seem to fall for it. Among 
themselves, however, the girls 
discuss the important questions. 

Babe: "Whatcha gonna wear 
to the party? Not that it matters, 
it won't be on for ve1y long." 

And who's going to pay for 
the pizza when the delivery boy 
comes? 

Babe #1: "I didn't know your 
mom was Mexican." 

Babe #2: "That's not my 
mom, that's om maid." 

Babe #1: "My bad. She 
mumbled some gibberish." 

Babe #2: "That's Spanish." 
Anyway, they leave the 

es on the climbing wall, the 
foursome travels from pond to 
field, from woods to river, then 
back home to the farm, keeping 
watch over their shoulders for 
the sinister Cat, played by the 
sly Chad Galipault. 

Framed by a grand and color­
ful set ( designed by community 
member Susan Calabria) and 
enlivened by simple, low-bud­
get and wonderfully effective 
coshunes (like striped t-shiits 
and tinseled hats for the Birds), 
the musical numbers were great: 
an attentive band and the ever­
in-motion Dorsey energetically 
drawing out a lively and rau­
cous, or sweet and soulful sotmd 
from the bashful ymmg singers 
at eve1y rum. Each of the class­
es had its time in the spotlight, 

money for the pizza with her, 
and get on to more essential 
matters. Like why isn't Jake 
picking up when Tanya (Rosie 
Chan) calls him? And how are 
they going to come up with the 
$200 they need to pay for the 
keg of beer and the smoke to 
keep everyone high as kites all 
night? 

Noticeably absent from the 
proceedings was any mention of 
parents. The parents of these 
teens were entirely missing 
from the play, and, perhaps, 
from their lives. That the con­
flicts and prejudices and law­
breaking activities of the char­
acters portrayed could have 
benefited from parental involve­
ment goes without saying, 
which may be one reason why 
the actors never said a thing 
about them. 

The entire junior class was 
watching the production on the 
morning of April 15th, and by 

from the Animal Parade of 
mewing, squeaking, and hop­
ping Kindergartners, through 
the Spring Dance 1st-graders, 
Rockin' Robin 2nd/3rd-graders, 
and 4th grade Goofy Geese. 
Fifth and sixth graders took the 
leads, among their many high­
lights were Rachel Arial's mar­
velously maternal bossiness and 
waddle as the ever-loyal Mother 
Duck, and the sauntering 
Swans, portrayed as oh-so-cool 
dudes with black-ringed eyes 
and hanging shiittails. From the 
scary, sad, finger-pointing ener­
gy of "Different," where the 
creahrres gang up on a confused 
Ugly Duckling, to the satisfying 
finales of "Together" and "Side 
by Side," the audience (packed 
to the ceiling on bleachers 

the time the play was pa1t way 
through the first scene, the 
assembly hall had taken on the 
aspect of a large group improv, 
with audience members calling 
out ad libbed dialogue, com­
menting on the characters, and 
laughing or jeering at their 
Inishaps. Until one of the char­
acters, Caroline, wound up 
wrapped around a tree in a 
drunk driving accident as the 
party ended, and Scranton 
solemnly intoned that a member 
of their school community had 
died in a car accident that night. 
Not sure where fact faded into 
fiction, the assembly fell 
momentarily silent, considering 
the implications of the drama 
the 16 cast members had been 
bravely enacting on stage. 

Controversy High will be 
perfo1med again on the moming 
of May 13th at the Tumers Falls 
High School auditorium. 
Parents should plan to attend. 

loaned by NMH) was absorbed, 
engaged, and enthusiastic to the 
end, when all involved, espe­
cially parent Mary Reeder, 
described as "Assistant Director 
and Most Valuable Asset," were 
given well-deserved and vigor­
ous applause. 

In addition to the work of 
school staff and many voltm­
teers, the production was made 
possible by the Mass Ctdhrral 
Cotmcil, the Gill Alts Lotte1y, 
the Gill PTO, and Gill's Quintas 
Allen Ftmd. Youth from the 
Brick House were on hand to 
videotape the performance, 
which with luck will be avail­
able to those who Inissed it on 
public access TV 

II 
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Northwestern District 
Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibe! 
announced on Wednesday, April 
20th, the completion of 
Operation Slow Bum, a large­
scale tmdercover narcotics oper­
ation in the towns of Greenfield 
and Montague involving more 
than 60 defendants. 

In response to a growing 
problem of street level drug 
dealing, which leads to 
increased assaults, robberies, 
burglaries, and larcenies, this 
operation was developed by 
Greenfield Police Chief David 
Guilbault and Montague Police 
Chief Ray Zukowski and Staff 
Sergeant Ga1y Billings, at the 
direction of, and in cooperation 
with, Greenfield Mayor 
Christine Forgey and Montague 
Selectboard Chair Pat Allen. In 
addition, drug dealers who loiter 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Operation Slow Burn 
near town businesses and public 
facilities have a negative impact 
on the public's use of those busi­
nesses and facilities. 

Operation Slow Bum began 
in December, 2004 and involved 
Greenfield and Montague Police 
Departments, the State Police 
Narcotics Unit assigned to 
Northwestern District Attorney 
Elizabeth D. Scheibe!, the 
Franklin/Hampshire Drug Task 
Force and the Berkshire Cotmty 
Drug Task Force. Undercover 
officers made multiple hand-to­
hand purchases from 64 individ­
uals in Greenfield and 
Montague, involving heroin, 
crack and powder cocaine, oxy­
contin, mushrooms, and mari­
juana. One-third of the buys 
were conducted in the down­
town areas of Greenfield and 
Montague. More than 30 cases 

involved the sale of heroin, 
cocaine, and marijuana in a 
school zone. 

The planning and execution 
of Operation Slow Burn 
involved more than 100 law 
enforcement personnel, includ­
ing Greenfield and Montague 
police officers, the detective and 
narcotics tmits of the 
Northwestern D. A., 
Massachusetts State Police 
Command Post, the Franklin 
County Sheriff's Office, the 
Berkshire County Narcotics 
Task Force, Pittsfield Police 
Chief Anthony Riello, and the 
Franklin and Hampshire Cotmty 
Police Chiefs. The operation 
was directed by Sgt. John 
Newton, Sgt. Joe Burge, and 
Detective Kevin Rowell of the 
Greenfield Police Department, 
Detective Lee Laster of the 

Montague Police Department, 
and Massachusetts State Police 
Officer Chris Wilcox. In addi­
tion, yesterday's atTest and sub­
sequent arraignments were coor­
dinated by Greenfield District 
Court Clerk-Magistrate Meg 
Palmeri and Northwestern 
Assistant District Attorney Maiy 
Lou Szulborski. Among the 
defendents involved in the 
sweep were: 

Laura Adkins, 26, 67 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, distribu­
tion class D drug, distribution 
class B dtug. 

Christopher Oakes, 18, 64 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, possession 
with intent to distribute class D 
dtug (2 cotmts). 

Jamie Mahar, 31, 84 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, distribu­
tion of a class B drug, shoplift­
ing by concealing merchandise, 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
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assault with a dangerous 
weapon, shoplifting, failure to 
stop for a police officer, reckless 
operation of a motor vehicle, 
failure to stop or yield. 

Vanessa Caballero, 20, 84 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, distribu­
tion of a class B dtug. 

Jeffrey Poirier, 19, 42 3rd 
Street, Turners Falls, distribu­
tion of class D drug (2 counts). 

James Sowers, 46, 174 Ave 
A, Turners Falls, distribution of 
a class E dtug, distribution of a 
class B drug (2 cotmts), distribu­
tion of a class A dtug (2 cotmts ). 

Joshua Phillips, 22, 54 Ave A, 
Turners Falls, distribution of a 
class D dt1.1g (2 cotmts). 

Christian Cannon, 30, 175 
Ave A, distribution of a class E 
dtug, distribution of a class B 
dtug (2 counts), distribution of a 
class A dtug. 

Unlawful Entry, Unlawful Possession 
Tbw·sday 4-14 cle. Repo1t taken. cotmts of malicious destruction 

of property tmder $250. 
9:27 p.m. Assisted U.S. 

Army in aITesting­
Gill/Montague Bridge. Put in 
protective custody. 10:55 a.m. Repo1t of a lar­

ceny at a 2nd Street address. 
Under investigation. 

2:00 p.m. Female juvenile 
aITested at the Tech School for 
possession of a class D dt11g. 

5:32 p.m. Repo1t of break­
ing and entering at Railroad 
Salvage. Four people were 
arrested and charged with tres­
passing: three juveniles and 

for being 
AWOL. Held tmtilAimy could 
pick him up. 

6: 17 p.m. Repo1t oflittering 
on Denton Street in Lake 
Pleasant. Beer cans thrown. 
Under investigation. Saturday 4-16 Sunday 4-17 

10:27 pm. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a G 
Street address. Problem with 
some juveniles. Officer spoke 
to all involved. Peace restored. 

7 :27 p.m. Repo1t of a break-
ing and an 11th 
Street 

was 
aITested and charged with vio­
lating a restraining order, 
breaking and entering to com­
mit a misdemeanor, and two 

12:34 pm. Report of a 
domestic disturbance at a K 
Street addt·ess. Fotmd to be ver­
bal only. 

Tuesday 4-19 
12:02 p.m. Repo1t of a 

minor motor vehicle accident 
at the Survival Center on 4th 
Street. Repo1t taken. 

F1iday 4-15 
8:45 a.m. Repo1t of vandal­

ism at a G Street address. 
Minor damage to a motor vehi-

7 :22 p m. Repo1t of a traffic 
hazard on Turners Falls Road. 
Kids in the road. Officer 
moved them along. 

Monday 4-18 
5:51 a.m. Repo1t of a per­

son in the road on the 
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Feed The Birds, Kill The Trees 
BY ALAN EMOND 
COLRAIN - Human nature is 
all too often in conflict with 
nature itself. We read about the 
plight of species on the brink of 
extinction with great sorrow. 
Somehow our world feels less 
whole by the slaughter of the 
buffalo and the extemlination of 
the passenger pigeon. I recently 
learned in conversation with an 
entomologist that since the intro­
duction of genetically engi­
neered com we have lost up to 
150 types of moths and butter­
flies. 

Most ofus live detached from 
nature, our knowledge of it con-

MWI 
., 1· 

sisting of a collection of visual 
snippets, mentally stored photos 
and short stories, glimpsed 
through windows as we move 
from home to vehicle, on to 
work, and back home again. If 
you listen to the rhythms of 
nature, seasons pass only to 
return again, spring buds burst 
through waxed shells, the new 
green foliage provides food for 
insects, rabbits, hll'keys, and 
deer. Insects fall prey to birds, 
bats, and other insects; rabbits, 
hrrkeys, and deer are food for 
coyotes, foxes, and hawks. In the 
cycle's end, predators fall to dis­
ease and old age, insects and 
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bacteria recycle their bodies into 
fertilizer that in hlfll feeds the 
plants and trees. The circle is 
again complete. 

We all harbor an instinctual 
need to reconnect with nature. 
The intensity and clarity of this 
need will va1y depending on ow· 
urban or nrral environment, and 
the amount of our exposure to 
nahrre growing up. One way the 
urge to reconnect with nah1re can 
express itself is through the uni­
versally pleasing activity of "bird 
feeding". 

You would have to search far 
and wide to find anyone who 
doesn't enjoy watching birds at a 
feeder. Cruising suburban 
streets, it is not uncommon to 
spy several homes spotting two 
and three feeders. Come 
September, bird seed of many 
blends and weights is a key dis­
play item in stores. It's big busi­
ness! 

Big business or not, those 
footing the bill are expressing 
their love of the feathered acro­
bats of nature, airnyed in suits as 
fine as any circus actors. How 
could you find fault with bird 
lovers? Without doubt, their 
intent is pure and good, but could 
the seemingly innocent backyard 
activity of feeding the birds be 
yet another oversight by the 
planet's most intelligent animal? 

Winter grooming of sbmbs 
and trees is, I believe, essential to 
the well being of otrr forests. As 
a tracker and naturalist, I can't 
help but analyze how otlf actions 
affect the balance of nah1re per­
fected by millions of yeai·s of 
evolution. 

Buy a feeder, hang it in front 
of your favorite window, and 
wait. The show sta1ts slowly, just 
a few birds at first, but soon it 
hlflls into a frenzy equal to the 
entry hole to a beehive in 
August. Reliable chickadees ai·e 
usually the first visitors, fol­
lowed by their social group: tit­
mice, nuthatches, and downy and 
haiiy woodpeckers. Next jays 
are attracted by the commotion, 
and eventually the seed eaters 
come calling: cardinals, finches, 

spa1rnws, and juncos. 
Now your world is complete, 

you've made peace in yotrr heart 
the Indian way by giving back to 
nature. It's so much fun watching 
the birds dip, dive, side flip, and 
challenge for rights to the next 
seed to be plucked from the prof­
fered bounty. One can't leave out 
the most special moments, when 
a bird lights, selects a meal and 
sits there to eat it before your 
eyes. We all, myself included, 
love to feed the birds. 

Without the ready meals pro­
vided by bird lovers, the birds 
would nahrrally feed on insects 
during the winter months. Give it 
some thought. How many 
pounds of birdseed and suet do 
the birds at your feeder go 
through in a season? At my feed­
er, the visitors were predomi­
nately chickadees, titmice, 
nuthatches, and woodpeckers, in 
that order. I fed them from 
Febmary 12th to Mai·ch 1st, and 
with only one feeding station, 
they consumed 15 pounds of 
seed and peanuts in those few 
sho1t weeks. How many insects 
would it require to equal 15 
pounds of bird seed! How do you 
suppose 15 pounds of insects -
who use trees as a host - affect a 
section of forest? 

Tmth is, all birds are well 
equipped to take care of them­
selves without our inte1vention. 
When I was a yotmg boy, before 
feeding the birds caught on as 
anything more than an tma:fford­
able luxwy, the woods would 
team with waves of bug pickers 
in the winter. Seed eaters could 
be watched gleaning fields, 
verges of woods, open southern 
banks, and sumacs for winter 
forage. Walks in deep woods 
these winter days ai·e compai·a­
tively serene, with little bird 
chatter. As I witness the bom­
bai·dment of my feeder I am cer­
tain the birds who dine there ai·e 
roosting nearby. They've become 
swiftly addicted to my fast food 
restaurant, and now spend little 
time or effo1t grooming trees in 
seai·ch of hibernating insects and 
their egg masses. 

Constant grooming of trees 
during do1mant winter months is 
cmcial to the balance in ratio of 
insect pest to host trees. State 
biologist Randy Dettmers agreed 
with my assertion that birds with 
a preference for insects should 
under nah1ral conditions spend 
intense amounts of time gleaning 
forests for spiders, moths, borers, 
gall gmbs, and other tree pests 
and their egg masses. The inac­
tive insects winter tmder bark, in 
donnant buds, dead wood, and 
needle clusters of their host. In 
my obse1vations, a flock of 
chickadees and their entourage 
revisit the same stands of forest 
where they've had success find­
ing insects before, grooming 
them ever deeper as winter 
waxes and evenhially wanes, just 
like they revisit your feeder. 
Without the birds doing their 
timeless job of cleaning the 
woods of these pests, how many 
more insects than nahrre intend­
ed ai·e attacking ow· forest in 
spring! If rabbits were eating 
ymrr gai·dens would you leave a 
chicken dinner out each night for 
the local fox? 

rm afraid the problem nms 
deeper than any possible damage 
to the forest trees. The birds 
themselves depend on instincts 
honed over thousands of years of 
swvival of the fittest and the 
most adaptable. Those who did 
not possess a strong instinct to 
glean eve1y inch of the winter 
landscape perished, taking with 
them their inferior genes, leaving 
only the strong and habihially 
perfected members of their 
species to reproduce the follow­
ing spring. Over decades, as the 
passion for feeding the birds has 
grown to a national pastime, we 
humans, in otlf love, ai·e allow­
ing the small percentages of 
birds born without a strong 
gleaning instinct to smvive and 
join the breeding population 
each spring. With each passing 
yeai·, as the dependency on ow· 
abundant offerings grows, so 
does the possible disaster down 
the road if the fast food express 
ever derails. 
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Debbie Stone Fundraiser a Resounding Success 
BY JOE PARZYCH 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
fundraiser for Debbie Stone, 
held recently at the St. 
Kaziemerz Society hall on 
Seventh Street was a resound­
ing success. It filled the hall to 
capacity. 

"This is better than a class 
reunion," Debbie said. "It's so 
great to see the suppo1t I'm get­
ting from everyone." She said 
53 family and friends helped 
with the fundraiser, preparing 
food, and getting donations for 
the raffle. 58 businesses and 
individuals donated raffle 
prizes. She is extremely grate­
ful to them all. 

of food, we had plenty." There 
was such a steady stream of 
people coming to wish Debbie 
their best she hardly had a 
chance to eat any of the deli­
cious offerings. 

Debbie was a bit over­
whelmed by all the material 
and moral support, and contin­
ues to marvel at the generosity 
and expressions of good wish­
es. She is preparing a thank­
you to the community, but finds 
it difficult to begin expressing 
the depth of her gratitude. 

remodel- -------------~-~--------~--
ing her liv­
ing quar­
ters to be 
wheelchair 
accessible 
so she can 
live more 
independ­
ently. She 
definitely 
wants to 
get back to 
work. 

"I don't 
k n o w 
exactly 
what I will 
be doing," 
Debbie 
said, when 
I called 
her, "but I 

Debbie Stone great!J appreciated the support she received from everyone 111ho attended 
her fundrai.rer at St. Kaziemerz Society recent!J. 
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The St. Kaziemerz Society 
donated the hall and the band, 
Curley Fingers, played gratis. 
The Stone family members, 
who are all great cooks, pre­
pared the food, and it surpassed 
expectations. 

"We thought we would run 
out of food," Barbara Terault, 
Debbie's sister, said. "But so 
many people brought donations 

Debbie, who had been work­
ing as a caretaker and landscap­
er for a large estate, is now 
casting around for a suitable 
occupation. She also enjoyed 
coaching little league softball, 
and enjoys being around chil­
dren. Since having her spine 
injured, when her truck pinned 
her against a concrete drive­
way, Debbie's time has been 
occupied with physical therapy 
and adjusting to life in a wheel­
chair. The money from the 
fundraiser will go toward 

am leaning more and more 
towards working with children. 
I am getting a lot of guidance 
from the director of Granite 
State Living. He is also a para­
plegic, and is giving me great 
support." 

Debbie is tmdergoing physi­
cal therapy and is looking for a 
handicapped van, because she 
finds her pickup truck difficult 
to get into. Anyone knowing of 
such a vehicle can write to her: 

Street, Nashua, NH 03060. 
Cards and letters would be 
most welcome. You can also 
email her at the address: 
stoney 115 7@comcast.net. 

Debbie Stone, 146 Concord 

Stand and Deliver by Bette Black 

Across 
4. NaITative folk song with a 
refrain. 
6. Poorly bred fellow. 
8. A measure of length, forty­
five inches. 
10. Shire haunted by meny men. 
12. Common span-ing weapon. 
13. Spirit, courage. 
15. Deer meat. 
16. Sacred Tree. 
17. Silver coin wo1th twelve 
pennies. 
21. A quarter of an English 
penny. 
22. A burdensome or excessive 
demand. 
23. Will Scarlet's countiy of ori­
gin. 
26. Beverage made from fer­
mented honey. 
28. Our hero. 
30. Little king. 
31. A measure of length, about 
nine inches. 
32. fun, adventure. 
36. Ornamental leather belt 
worn to support a sword or 
bugle. 
37. Rascal, ruffian. 
39. One who makes a journey to 
a sacred shi-ine. 
40. A free man. 
42. Tined deer hom. 
43. Tall shepherd from 
Hathersage. 

Down 
1. A cloak or cape. 
2. Tyrant of England m the 
king's absence. 
3. A silver coin worth four 
pence. 
5. Devastating Welsh weapon 
adopted by the English. 
7. Outlawed Man. 
9. Instiument played by Allan a' 
Dale 
11. A bag for holding a11'0ws. 
14. Epithet of English king cap­
tured while on crusade. 
1 7. Prize at the arche1y contest. 
18. Meadow, field. 
19. That Sherriff's bumbling 
lackey. 
20. The Lady of She1wood. 
22. News. 
24. Truth or fact. 
25. Traveller who spreads tales 
in the form of song. 
27. Arena for a joust or tourna­
ment. 
29. Unbeliever. 
32. The miller's son. 
33. Identifiable service unifo1m. 
34. Wait or stay. 
35. A young gentleman atten­
dant to a knight. 
38. Title for Michael Tuck of 
Fountains Abbey. 
41. Presently, soon. 
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ERVING LEARNING TO FLY FISH Part 5 
Town-Wide 

TAG SALE Explorophobia: Looking for Water 
l""""!'=--

Saturday 
A p ri l 
23rd 

9am-3pm 

Rain Date: April 30th 

Maps of the Tag Sale 
available at all Erving 

businesses! 

of accomplishment. One 
more unnecessa1y mental 
obstacle was slipping behind 
me. The ability to just go out 
on my own was getting easi­
er. The trick was to not think 
about it too much and just do 
it. And, I found a spot. 

BY ARIEL JONES 
MONTAGUE - One of the 
ongoing problems I've had 
since moving to Western 
Massachusetts from the city 
has been the fear of getting 
lost. The driving pa1t was fine, 
but the navigating was teni­
ble. If you are not afraid of 
being lost, or you have lived 
here all your life, it would be 
hard to understand the anxiety 
dr·iving out alone onto wind­
ing unmarked roads with an 
innately bad sense of direction 
can give one. The only moti­
vation strong enough to get 
me out there seemed to be my 
love of learning to fly fish. 

that I could­
n't always 
drive an 
hour away 
to fish a 
known 
water with 
Tom. I 
would have 
to go 
exploring 
for local 
spots so I 
could go 
out more 
often. 

an Orvis mid-Arbor Reel. 

Here's the first of many 
tips I intend to give to 
prospective fly fishers: Look 
At Maps. They not only show 
roads and rivers, but contain 
other helpful information, 
like a section on fishing that 
includes a table of rivers and 

\~ e ~ 
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I was now facing the fact 

Strength Train through Spring 
In just one 20-to 30-minute workout 
a week - gain strength, increase bone 
density, maintain muscle & lose fat! 
Nice weather means outdoor cardio 

activity, but don't forget your strength 
exercise! Start or continue strength 

training now in our great new facilities! 

YHr.A in Greenfield 
451 Hain Street • Greenfield • 713-3646 

Before I Discovered Maps 
How do you know where to 

go? What was private, and 
what was public? Where were 
the trout? I began by talking to 
Richard at Pipione's, and 
began asking around to get a 
general idea of what roads ran 
alongside local rivers. I was 
advised to look for tum-off 
spots where cars, presumably 
those of other anglers, and not 
lunatics straight out of 
Deliverance, had parked. In 

Abolt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
PC REPAIRS AND UPGRADES 

QUICKBOOKS SUPPORT & TRAINING 

MAC CONSULTANT AVAILABLE 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

PC SETUP AND TRAINING 

413-367-0025 
abtface@bellatfantic.net 

Office Hours by Appointment 

early August, I spent one 
Saturday doing this. I was 
often "lost," but was having 
such a ma1velous time it didn't 
seem to matter. I was finally 
beginning to realize just how 
tmly beautiful this pa1t of 
Massachusetts is. I followed 
roads, found waters, saw 
turnoffs. I often parked my car 
and tramped down to a river­
bank to examine the depth, 
search for pools, check out the 
riverbed, just like a pro. 

When I got home later that 
day, I felt an eno1mous sense 

which fish are in them. 
There are also many books 

on trout fishing in New 
England that give a lot of 
helpful info1mation about 
where to go. More about all 
this later. I'm off to Arkansas 
for two weeks; I'll be checking 
out the fishing spots there, and 
may correspond with you 
while I'm on the road. 
Othe1wise, more news from 
the wet and wild world of fly 
fishing by the first week of 
May. 

WE DIG FRANKLIN COUNTY 
OUR PRODUCTS 
• Washed Stone 
• Title V Sand & Gravel 
• Processed Gravels 
• Red Rock Stone 

• 50# bags or bulk 
• Brick Red Bark Mulch 
•Mason Sand 
•TRG 
• Loam, screened/unscreened 

• SERVICES 
- Site Work 
- Parking Lots 
- Excavation 
- Drainage 
- Underground 

Tank Removal 

• EQUIPMENT 
RENTAlS 
- Trucking 
- Low Bed 
- Flat Bed 

FUEL -Backhoe 
TRUCKING 

AND & &RAVEL (4131774-1285 

MATTHEW EDWARDS 
O'w'NER • CLIMBER 

INSURED 

Locally owned since 1941 
.!Ii 

111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

62 MOITT'On Hollow Rood • Millers Falls, MA 0 1349 

978 544 7452 

!L~!Z3@11#@ ~ !L@!ft[f!J@!i 
Auto~a/eg 

AUDI • VW • VOLVO • BMW 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 

Full service market 
Fresh fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

Geri Johnson 
~B,CRS,GRI 

Gen Johnson £ \ssonares 
REALTOR':, 

66 French King Highway 
Gill. MA 01376 
( 413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

e 
G) 
0,"'0011U,,!IY 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
MASS INSPECTION STATION 

NO. 13051 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. 
413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

,.£.OliW' ,.,,,. U 
eo.r•..,-o..,. 

81TALANO 

(4ll) 834-7569 
tuM-ou1S MID HMIUMI 

We help you sort through or hall awa, unwanted stuff in your 

attic, basement, garage, barn, yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 
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Baptist
Faith Baptist Church, 331 Silver

Street, Greenfield, 774-6438

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study 7

p.m. Youth Bible Club at 6:45 p.m.

First Baptist Church of Turners

Falls, 10 Prospect, Turners, 863-

9083

Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., and

Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Christian Science
First Church of Christ Scientist,

110 Federal St., Greenfield, 773-

9765

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of the

Latter Day Saints (Mormons)

25 Bank Row, Greenfield, 772-

8514    Sunday at 10 a.m.

Congregational 
Gill Congregational Church,

Main Rd., 863-8613    Sunday at

10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church, 19

Bridge St., Millers Falls, 659-3430

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30

p.m. Bible study Wed. at 7 p.m

Episcopal
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,

Seventh and Prospect St., Turners,

863-4602

Sunday at 9 a.m.

Friends (Quakers)
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting of

Friends, Rte. 63, Leverett, 548-

9188

Sunday at 10 a.m.

Jewish
Temple Israel, 27 Pierce St.,

Greenfield, 773-5884

Friday at 6 p.m. (first weekend of

the month) and Saturday at 9:30

a.m.; schedule does vary, it is

advisable to call in advance

Lutheran
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 23

Long Ave., Greenfield, 773-5242

Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Nondenominational
Grace Church, 41 K St., Turners,

863-2771

Sunday at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., and

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

National Spiritual Alliance

2 Montague Ave., Lake Pleasant,

367-0138    Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Unity in the Pioneer Valley Church

401 Chapman Street, Guiding

Star Grange, 625-2960; Sunday

at 10 a.m.

Roman Catholic
Our Lady of Czestochowa, 84 K.

St., Turners, 863-4748

Saturday at 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.;

Sunday at 8 and 10:30 a.m.;

Monday at 8 a.m.; and Tuesday-

Friday at 5:30 p.m.

(Confession one half hour prior to

mass)

St. Anne's, J St., Turners, 863-

4678

Sunday at 8 a.m. and daily at 7

a.m. through February

St. John's, 5 Church St., Millers

Falls, 659-3435

Saturday at 4:15 p.m. and Sunday

at 8:30 a.m.

St. Mary's of the Assumption, 80

Seventh St., Turners, 863-2585

Saturday at 4 p.m. and weekdays

at 7 a.m. through October

Salvation Army
72 Chapman St., Greenfield,

773-3154    Sunday at 11 a.m.

Unitarian Universalist
All Souls, 399 Main St.,

Greenfield, 773-5018 Sunday at

10:30 a.m.

First Parish Unitarian, Main St.,

Northfield, 498-5566

Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

United Church of Christ
Evangelical Congregational

Church (UCC),

11 Church St., Erving (978) 544-

8658

First Congregational Church

(UCC),

4 North St., Montague Ctr., 367-

9467 Sunday at 10 a.m.

First Congregational Church of

Turners Falls (UCC),148 L St.,

Turners, 863-9844    Sunday at

9:30 a.m.

Contact the Reporter to add 

your service.

Religious Services

BY KATHLEEN LITCHFIELD
TURNERS FALLS - When
Pope John Paul II visited
Boston in the summer of 1979,
Father Charles DiMascola, pas-
tor of Our Lady of Czestochowa
Church, designed the sterling
silver ring, inscribed with Ut
Unum Simus (That We May Be
One), which was presented to
the late Roman Catholic leader. 

DiMascola, a former art
teacher at Palmer High School,
also designed the two-paneled
artwork denoting religious free-
dom - created in a form of tradi-
tional Polish paperwork called
wiczinanki, with white paper on
a background of red velvet --
presented to Pope John Paul II
that day. 

One side of the diptych por-
trayed Quaker Mary Dyer, who
was hanged on the Boston
Common in 1660 for her reli-
gious beliefs, and the other side
featured quotations from Dyer
written in calligraphy by the
Dominican nuns of the
Monastery of the Mother of
God in West Springfield. 

DiMascola, who grew up in
Wilbraham in a predominantly
Polish neighborhood, also car-
ried a candle and led the proces-
sion of ecumenical officers to
the Boston Common for the
Papal Mass that day.

He said he was deeply hon-
ored to be asked to contribute
his handcrafted art to the Pope,
at a time when he was studying
for priesthood at the Pope John
XXIII Seminary in Weston at
age 39. 

Years before he became a
priest, and the pastor of Our
Lady of Czestochowa Church
here in Turners, DiMascola was
a respected art teacher who
inspired children's creativity
and helped numerous high
school students prepare their
college art portfolios.

DiMascola grew up as an
only child in a close-knit family
of Polish relatives and neigh-
bors near Indian Orchard. He
attended parochial school led by
Felician Sisters, where he was
taught half in Polish and half in

English. 
"In my neighborhood, every-

body spoke Polish, at the store,
the market, if you bought shoes.
It was like a little Warsaw," he
said, recalling visits to
Gruszka's Market on the corner
of his street, the only spot where

there was a telephone during his
childhood. 

Fondly recalling listening to
the "Lone Ranger" on the radio
Friday nights and Jack Benny
on Sunday nights, DiMascola
said his memories included
horse-drawn carts delivering ice
throughout the neighborhood.

"In those days everybody had
a field behind their house. In the
early spring my grandfather
cleaned out the chicken coop
and spread it all over the field.
Then a man would come and
plow up everyone's fields. We
grew vegetables and enough
potatoes to last all winter, and
stored them in the potato bin in
the cellar. We had chickens, rab-
bits, pigeons . . . those were
quiet days. The garden always
had sunflowers and wild dill so
when you did pickling, the wild
dill was all over the place to
make it easy for you." 

DiMascola attended
Memorial Junior High School in
Wilbraham for ninth grade and
then rode a bus into Springfield
to attend Classical High School
on State Street for grades 10
through 12. It was here that his
longtime love of drawing and

painting - along with a healthy
dose of his families’ innate cre-
ativity - was harnessed; he
decided to go to art school. 

After graduating from the
Massachusetts College of Art in
Boston, he earned his first
teaching position at Palmer
High School in 1964, with a
class of 25 students. 

"When I left in 1977 for the
seminary, there were over 600
students taking art classes and
five art teachers in the high
school. We had the whole floor
and different classrooms in
addition. I ended up teaching
Polish in my last year there, at
the request of students who
wanted to learn," said
DiMascola. In fact, many of his
students visited Poland through
the high school, to further their
studies during the summertime. 

"It was just the way things
were. Today, young people get

very much involved with TV
and computers and they often
neglect the creative side of their
lives. They never develop that
unless someone encourages
them. Kids don't have hobbies
like they used to," said
DiMascola, who has officiated

at the weddings of some of his
former art students and baptized
their children. Some have even
moved to the area and become
his parishioners here in Turners
Falls.

"Many of the children in this
parish are above average intel-
lectually, but there's a difference
in this parish, in that people are
very traditional. The average
family has between five and
seven children and sometimes
more. And many don't believe in
TV. These kids are very creative
and more open to doing things
on their own. I don't know why
this is. I find it very curious.
This parish is made up of young
families with children. We have
as many baptisms today as
parishes had in the ‘20s. The
numbers are growing," said
DiMascola. Today Our Lady of
Czestochowa has over 1,600
parishioners, most of whom are

young, he said. 
The gray-haired, 63-year-old

Roman Catholic priest, with his
characteristic warm smile and
gentle demeanor, said he chose
the seminary in 1977 to teach
children about Jesus Christ and
give them faith and values he
feels will give them a better
chance in the world. 

"I always had the interest but
I felt I wasn't smart enough to
be a priest when I was younger.
I didn't think I could handle the
work and didn't think I had
enough brain cells to do it," he
chuckled, tapping the side of his
head. "Then something dawned
on me - if I didn't understand
Jesus Christ, then something
was wrong with my teacher, not
with me. That realization gave
me great courage." 

His first parish was Our
Lady of the Rosary in
Springfield and his second,
Christ the King Church in
Ludlow. He came to Our Lady
of Czestochowa, known as "the
gem of Franklin County" with
its hand-carved, ornate altar,
turn-of-the-century paintings
from Poland and stained glass
windows from the Pontifical
Institute in Rome, in 1986. 

While admitting he still gets
nervous standing in the pulpit
and speaking before his parish-
ioners, DiMascola said the part
of priesthood he finds incredi-
bly satisfying is the miracle of
the Eucharist. 

"That God comes to us in this
very real form, as the Bible
promises, that's very unique to
the priesthood. Nobody else can
do that. And administering the
sacraments, especially
Confession, is very satisfying,"
he said. "To be able to be the
instrument of reconciliation
with God for people. A lot of
people come to Confession
here. We have lines. In a given
year we hear between 6,000 to
7,000 confessions here. It's very
satisfying to reunite people with
God."

DiMascola said he is "very
pleased" with the election of

Czestochowa's Pastor a Gem 
in Franklin County

Father Charles DiMascola, pastor of Our Lady of Czestochowa

see DiMASCOLA pg 12

LITCHFIELD PHOTO
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continued from pg 11 

Pope Benedict XVI, for­
merly Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger of Germany, on 
Tuesday. "One of the things I 
have noticed is that people 
seem to misunderstand the 
idea of the Pope. The role of 
the Pope is supernatural. It 
comes from God to direct 
people to God. That's not 
something that can come 
about by consensus or popu­
larity vote. The Pope is a 
divine thing, not a human 
thing. Whoever is elected, 
even though the cardinals are 
the instrnments, it's the Holy 
Spirit that inspires that elec­
tion. In doing that, it reaf­
finns that God is nmning the 
show. No matter how Pope 
Benedict feels, he still must 
go according to God's plan. 
He is a divine instrnment, a 
supernatural force in a natural 
world. And that's why his role 

is unique," DiMascola said. 
"To say that if we had a more 
liberal Pope, he'd make cer­
tain changes in moral areas, 
he can't do that because that 
would be contraiy to God's 
law. People don't seem to 
understand that role." 

Noting the great number of 
y01mg people he witnessed at 
Pope John Paul H's funeral 
and following the election of 
Pope Benedict XVI, 
DiMascola said he is encour­
aged. 

"All those naysayers and 
negative nellies are on the 
wrong boat. They don't get 
the message that Jesus Christ 
is alive and well in his 
church," he said. 

Being the only priest in his 
large parish keeps DiMascola 
very busy these days, but 
when he gets a chance he still 
enjoys drawing with pen and 
ink for relaxation. Tending 
towards drawing images of a 
religious nature and of ai·chi­
tecture, he also illustrates sto-
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ries that he makes up and 
does artwork for the church 
when called upon. 

He just celebrated his nine­
teenth anniversa1y at Our 
Lady of Czestochowa 
Church, and still sings in 
Polish, something ve1y much 
appreciated by Montague's 
residents of Polish descent, 
recently reported as 21.1 per­
cent of the town's population, 
according to an aiticle in the 
Sunday Republican. 

"Up here we're in our sixth 
generation of Polish descent, 
so the language isn't as strong 
as it used to be," said 
DiMascola, who enjoys cany­
ing on the Polish traditions he 
grew up with. His parish­
ioners seem to appreciate 
having those traditions car­
ried on in DiMascola's own 
kind and ca1ing maimer. 

II 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 
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Our Lady of Czestocho111a Church, a gem in Franklin County 

Keep Your Balance 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm not sure 
what's going on, but, once in a 
while, I find myself losing my 
balance. Is this just an aging 
thing or what? 

Off-balance in San 
Francisco 

A. About one in ten people 
over 65 experience difficulty 
with balance. More than 40 per­
cent of Americans will go to a 
doctor complaining of dizzi­
ness. Getting older is only part 
of the problem. Inner ear distur­
bances are the prima1y cause. 

Losing balance when you're 

older is serious stuff. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports that, each 
year, more than one-third of 
people over 65 years suffer a 
fall. Falls are the leading cause 
of injury deaths among older 
adults. And, even if the fall 
doesn't kill you, you could frac­
ture a hip and then a whole 
bunch of problems can cascade 
over you: limitations on activi­
ties, isolation, loss of indepen­
dence, depression. 

Not all balance problems 
have the same cause. Here are 
several major ones: 

Benign paroxysmal position­
al vertigo (BPPV). With BPPV, 
one of the most common causes 
of balance problems, you get 
vertigo when you change the 
position of your head. You may 
also experience BPPV when 
you roll over, get out of bed, or 
when you look on a high shelf. 
BPPV is more likely to occur in 
people over 60. 

Labyrinthitis, an infection or 
inflammation of the inner ear. 
The labyrinth is the organ in 
your inner ear that enables you 
to keep your balance. 

Meniere's disease, which 

Know-how from 
bankers you know. 

@ GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
Serving the community since 1869 

Lisa McKenna 
Greenfield Branch Manager 
400 Main Screer 
413-774-319 I 

Member FDIC 
Member OIF 

also can give you intennittent 
hearing loss, a ringing or roar­
ing in the ears, and a feeling of 
fullness in the ear. 

Other causes may involve 
another pa1t of the body, such as 
the brain or the heart. Aging, 
infections, head injury, 
certain medicines, or 
problems with blood cir­
culation may also cause 
problems with bal­
ance. 

Blood pres­
sure medica­
tions and some 
antibiotics can 
cause balance problems. 
If you are taking any 
drugs in these categories 
and feel off-balance, it's 
worth discussing with 
your doctor. 

Some people may 
have a balance prob­
lem and don't know 
it. Balance disorders 
can be difficult to 
diagnose because patients 
sometimes can't describe their 
symptoms well. 

Balance disorders can be 
signs of other health problems, 
so it's impo1tant to have them 
checked out. 

If you can answer any of the 
following positively, discuss the 
symptom with your doctor. 

Do I feel: Unsteady? 
Disoriented? As if the room is 
spinning? As if I'm moving 

when I'm still? As if I'm 
falling? As if I might 

faint? 
Also, do you 

ever lose 
your 
bal­
ance 

and 
fa 11? 
Or,do 
you 

expe­
rience 

bluned vision? 
Persistent 
balance prob­

lems are not 
something 
you should 

pass off as a hannless pa1t of the 
aging process. They should 
always be examined carefully. 

If you have a health related 
question, please write to fredci­
cetti@gmail.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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VEGETARIAN • POULTRY • FISH 
Coffee & Espresso • Baked Goods 

Sandwiches • Soups • Hot Entrees 

104 4th Street • Turners Falls • Tel: 413-863-4064 

Rau's Auto r•--eAKER577 
coMPLETE AuTo REPAIR I Office Supply 1 
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531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague www.bakerofficesupply.com 

I 310 Main Street• Greenfield I 
L 714-2345 Call Bonnie todavl .J ---------
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Bruschi's Future Uncertain 
BY LEE CARIGNAN 
TURNERS FALLS - On 
February 16th the football 
world was shocked to find out 
Patriots star linebacker Teddy 
Bruschi had suffered a mild 
stroke. His wife called 911 say­
ing her husband was experienc­
ing blurred vision and numb­
ness on the right side of his 
body. The 31-year-old line­
backer was admitted to 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he spent two 
days before being released on 
Febmary 18th. 

It was a sobering moment for 
fans used to seeing Bruschi fly­
ing around the field making big 
plays, to see him walk gingerly 
out of the hospital and be helped 
into his vehicle. No official 
announcements have been 
made, but all repo1ts have been 
positive that Bruschi is doing 
well. It's still unclear if Teddy 
Bmschi will be able to resume 
his football career. 

The nine-year veteran and 
defensive captain has become 
one of the most popular Patriot 
players. The fans admire 
Bmschi for being a blue-collar 
player who always gives one 
hundred percent and is all busi­
ness on the field, but is very 
friendly, approachable, and 
down to ea1th off it. They appre­
ciate that Bmschi signed a 

BY WOODY BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - For a 
very short while I collected gar­
dening truisms. These little tid­
bits of advice were both info1m­
ative and ftm to gather. I'll share 
a few of them with you. There's 
no guarantee - nor do I suggest 
- that being guided by these 
adages will make you a better 
gardener. But each tmism 
addresses specific problems 
you may encotmter in your own 
garden. 

Not eve1ybody likes garlic, 
but for those who do: "The 
largest cloves yield the biggest 
bulbs". And, incidentally, you 
will never get a large gai·lic bulb 
from a small clove. I am assum­
ing everyone knows that garlic 
in the garden is grown from 
bulbs, not seed. 

Having learned the hard way 

below market contract to stay 
with the Patriots, and that win­
ning championships is more 
important to him than getting 
more money somewhere else. 

Bruschi, who has become a 
big time playmaker, had 128 
tackles and three interceptions 
last year. He was selected to the 
Pro Bowl for his first time last 
season. Bmschi was drafted by 
the Patriots in the third round in 
the 1996 draft out of Arizona. In 
college he was a defensive end 
but wasn't big enough to play 
the position in the NFL. He suc­
cessfully made the conversion 
and has become a very good 
inside linebacker for the 
Patriots. 

Belichick recently reported 
Bmschi has been visiting the 
Patriots headqua1ters daily. He 
said Bmschi is doing well and is 
in good spirits. Belichick did 
not say anything regarding 
Bruschi's chances of playing 
next season. 

The tmcertainty regarding 
Teddy Bmschi, along with the 
loss of fellow inside linebacker 
Roman Phifer, has left a gaping 
hole in the middle of the Patriots 
defense. Ted Johnson is the only 
true middle linebacker left on 
the roster. Johnson, who is get­
ting up there in years himself, 
has also had injury problems in 
the past. This leaves the Patriots 

G ,'\ 
SPORT~? 

T 
very vulnerable in the middle of 
their defense. With all the top 
linebacking free agents aheady 
signed, the Patriots had to settle 
on four-year veteran linebacker 
Monty Beisel last week. The 6'3 
238 potmd linebacker signed a 
two-year deal with the Pats. He 
started nine games for the 
Kansas City Chiefs last years. 
Beisel will add depth, but it's 
unrealistic to expect him to 
replace a Teddy Bmschi. Beisel 
will probably be used more as a 
situational linebacker, not as an 
eve1y down player. 

Last year's backup lineback­
ers, Don Davis, Lany Izzo, and 
Dan Klecko, could help provide 
some depth. But Davis played 
more at safety last year and has 
been mostly used on special 
teams. Izzo is a bit undersized 
and has also been used mainly 
on special teams. Klecko could 
be the top incumbent to take on 
a middle linebacker spot. He has 

great size at 270 potmds and 
good mobility, but has limited 
experience at linebacker. 
Klecko still needs to learn the 
position and may not be ready 
yet to assume that role. He was 
a defensive lineman in college. 
The Patriots have used the ver­
satile Klecko at fullback, tight 
end, linebacker and defensive 
line since they drafted him. A 
knee injury cut his season short 

last year. 
Unfortunately, the college 

draft may not provide the 
Patriots with any answers. The 
linebackers in this year's draft 
class aren't considered very 
good. There isn't one middle 
linebacker that's expected to go 
in the first round. It seems 
doubtful the Patriots would 
reach for a linebacker in the first 
rotmd just to fill a need. The 
Patriots may take a chance on 
one in the second rotmd. There 
are three interesting middle 
linebackers that could be avali­
ble for the Pats in that rotmd. 
Channing Crowder of Florida is 
a solid player and is a lock to be 
taken in the second rotmd. Odell 
Thurman of Georgia has great 
physical talent but has had some 
off-field problems. This is the 
type of player the Patriots have 
avoided in past years. BaiTett 
Ruud of Nebraska is 6' 1 and 240 
pounds and had nearly 300 tack-

THE PERSISTENT GARDENE.R 

Gardening Truisms 
that smaller cloves will not pro­
duce a large bulb, I now gener­
ally discotmt the smaller cloves, 
taking them inside for my wife 
to use in cooking. Yes, we like 
garlic! 

It's a little early in the season 
for this truism concerning 
spinach, but it has merit any­
way. "If you can walk ai·otmd 
your garden four times without 
working up a sweat, it's time to 
plant fall spinach." 

Most gardeners I've 
observed seem to think the only 
time to plant is in the spring. 
This is definitely not so. 
Spinach, leth1ce and radishes 
are a few crops that will give 
you an early fall harvest from 
which you'll gladly benefit. 

"Green melons picked before 
their time can become juicier, 
but they never catch up with 

vine ripened melons in flavor." 
In other words, melons do not 
seem to get any sweeter once 
they've been harvested. I 
acquired this bit of info1mation 
from Melons for the Passionate 
Grower by Amy Goldman. I try 
growing melons most years, but 
the truth is I'm not very often 

successful. I have had sufficient 
experience to realize Ms. 
Goldman is right. Let your mel­
ons ripen on the vine if at all 
possible. 

Like the majority of gai·den­
ers, I grow tomatoes. They're 
ftm to grow, and I love eating 
them. When time for the first 
frost arrives, I often have green 
tomatoes still on the vine. Well, 
the truism that fits right here is 
"Tomatoes picked before fully 
ripe should not be ripened in the 
sun." I don't quite know why 
this is true, but I've seen and 
heard this truism enough times 
to believe it. 

What is recommended for 
these green "love apples" is to 
wrap them in newspaper and let 
them ripen in a cool place ( 60 
degrees). Another fact about 
tomatoes is that they taste best 

les over the last two seasons. He 
isn't considered the most athlet­
ic linebacker in the draft, but 
has had great production. This is 
the type of player the Patriots 
like to draft. He could be a good 
fit for the Pats. 

If the Patriots do lose 
Bruschi, it could force them to 
play more 4-3 defense next sea­
son. The Patriots have great 
depth on their defensive line, 
with many young talented play­
ers. This has become one of the 
team's greatest strengths. The 
Patriots have used three first 
rotmd draft picks on their defen­
sive line in the last four yeai·s to 
build a great line. First rotmders 
Richard Seymour, Vince 
Wilfork, and Ty WaiTen should 
be a force for years to come. 
Belichick prefers to play a 3-4 
defense but may have trouble 
finding middle linebackers to 
play at a high enough level to 
stay in the defense. The abtm­
dance of talented defensive line­
man on the team could influ­
ence Belichick's decisions next 
season. The key for the Patriots 
playing their 3-4 defense next 
season will be if Ted Johnson 
can stay healthy all season and 
ifBelichick can find someone in 
the draft or on their roster that 
can hold down the other middle 
linebacker spot. 

at room temperahue. I don't 
argue with this maxim, but per­
sonally I like my tomatoes and 
tomato juice chilled just a little. 

The one other thing I've read 
about tomatoes is that cooked 
tomatoes provide the most 
nutrition. I recorded this infor­
mation in my collection of tru­
isms, although my instinctive 
feeling has always been that 
cooking lowers the nuti·itional 
value of any vegetable. Ce1tain 
nutritional elements are 
destroyed by heat, but according 
to the truism, this is not always 
the case. 

Well, there's a few truisms or 
maxims about the garden that if 
nothing else may give you the 
aura of authority at the gai·den­
ers' cocktail hour. Happy gar­
dening! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $7.00 PER WEEK (13 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Acu ressure Massage & 
. H!JPnotfrerayy 

Janet Masucci 
413-863-8694 

Nationally Certifie,l in TI1empeu1ic Massage Sin(e [,;>;)3 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

HJ:~LE -~....,,.. 
274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 I.M§)OOi)(fflm] 

• ports & accessories 
• helmets 
• books 
• apparel 

ALLAN • DA YID • MELANIE 
Tel: (413) 863-9543 
E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

.ADIATOR · 
Plastic - Aluminum - Copper - Brass 

DIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign an<l DomCl!tic , 
ooling Rte. 2, Ci 
·tern 863-4049 1-800-439-40 

. . . 
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GILL 
continued from pg 1 

repository of all important 
sports scores and local news. 
The Gill Store, under her own­
ership, will close in nine days, 
at the end of the day on 
Sahrrday, April 30th. 

It is with a sentimental eye 

but a hopeful heart that 
Maddern, cherished by her 
many regular customers and 
their children, who grew up 
coming to the store after school 
for penny candy and snacks, 
leaves now. But she hopes to 
continue working in the hub of 
Gill's commercial life if and 
when the store reopens. 

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&, FAX863-3050 

camentrv 
No job too small - General Carpentry and 
Home Repairs. Custom shelves a special­
ty Call David. 625-9584 

computers 
T racknology Custom software. data base 
development and web design Call 413-
367-0149. 

Real Estate 

Reynolds Properties - A friend for the 
buyer; someone to represent you! 
Consulting, buyer representation, 20+ 
years exp. Call Lynn Reynolds, ABR. 
CRS, GRI. Call 367-2425, (413) 256-
8553. 

Help Wanted 

BAKERY SUPERVISOR NATURAL­
FOODS - We are seeking an innovative, 
energetic professional with a passion for 
creative baking and natural foods. Must 
have supervisory and production experi­
ence with cakes. specialty pastries and 
whole grain breads. 

COOK: Professional cook to prepare 
fresh high quality dishes from scratch for 
our natural foods cafe. Hours include 
Saturdays, supervisory experience 
required. 

Both positions are full-time. competitive 
pay and benefits. Please send your 
resume. and cover letter to Green Fields 
Market, 144 Main Street, Greenfield, MA 
01301 Attn.: Lorraine, or apply in person. 

Consulting: The Brick House 
Community Resource Center seeks con­
sultants to help youth investigate money 
making possibilities in hands-on arts 
skills. Call (413) 863-9576 to receive the 
full scope of services. 

Can You Sell? The Montague Reporter is 
looking for an Advertising 
Director. Can you help us grow? 
Display, Business Cards. and Classified 
Ads, Work by commission. Submit 
resume and work history: reporterAds@ 
MontagueMA.net or (413) 863-8666. 

services 
COHERENT CONSULTING - Develop 
your vision for healthy communities. 
ecosystems and businesses. 
Grantwriting, strategic planning, 
Ecological Footprinting, technical and pro­
jecl support 978.724.0108. 

For Sale 
SEE EVERYTHING YOU MISSED in the 
Montague 250th Anniversary Parade 
every float, every band, and all the crowd. 
Are you in this video? Call MClV 863-
9200 to order. Also for sale Turners Falls 
Girls Softball Championship Game video­
tape. Both tapes on sale now Greenfield 
Savings Bank in Turners or by calling 
MClV at 863-9200. 

FINDING TREASURES AT THE GILL 
STORE - 25% off most items the week of 
April 18th and 50% off most items the 
week of April 25th. 

Repiner ClaSSifieds: 
S5 tor 20 wonls per week; .10 per 
additill81 word. Call: 413-863-8666 

GET INVOLVED. GET AHEAD. 
FOR EXISTING & NEW BUSINESS OWNERS 

Business Technical Assistance • Consulting, Referrals & Classes 
Business Lending , Food Processing Center , Business Incubator 
For information call: (413) 774-7204 or visit www.fccdc.org 
324 Wells Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts 
Now available - support funding 
from a Montague Community FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Development Block Grant 

Growing Sustainable c DC c O M M u N I T v 
Businesses & Communities oevELoPMENT 
Since 1979 coRPORATroN 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

A potential buyer from Gill 
is rumored to be in the works, 
with plans to open a deli with 
some seating and to offer fresh, 
local vegetables, fruits and 
handmade products (including 
Susie's much-loved handcraft­
ed postcards of local scenes) as 
well as a modest asso1tment of 
necessaries, she said. 

Maddem fell in love with 

changes, just too many. But if 
you come to the Gill Store, 
there'd be no change." 

Only a change for the better 
could please Maddern, and she 
is hopeful for the fuhue. 

"I'm relived and I'm excited. 
I hope I'm going to be able to 
work here. And for my hus­
band, who owns his business at 
home (The Gill Greenery). He 

the store in 1977 when she and said, Susie, you can work for 
her husband, Philip Maddern, me! So I hope to have two jobs, 
first decided to purchase it. but I can still go to the kids' 

"My husband asked me if I soccer games and the Gill 
wanted to change jobs, and I School plays and go to the 
was ready, and our kids were in movies with a friend, and that 
the schools - No1thfield Mount part is going to be so wonder­
Hermon, Turners Falls and Gill ful," she said, recalling the 
Elementary," she said. "It was many years of long hours that 
just priceless that our whole often forced her to cancel plans 
life changed then and now it is if she couldn't find someone to 
going to change again." fill in shifts. 

But Maddem is proud of "Back in 1977, the world 
how little the Gill Store itself wasn't so busy then. It was a 
has changed over the years, wonderful business for families 
with refurbishing and repairs in Gill. The kids could ride 
and a little front porch the only their bikes to the store and pick 
real stmchll'al alterations. She up a bag of chips for the fami­
keeps a scrapbook bursting ly. Now kids have cell phones 
with newspaper clippings and and they call their parents to 
memorabilia about the store tell them they got here safely. 
behind the counter, and regu- That whole philosophy, of you 
larly pulls it out to show cus- just can't be riding your bike 
tomers its various interior 
incarnations and owners over 
the last two centuries. 

"My philosophy's always 
been, when you come to the 
Gill Store, there's no change. I 
love it when people come in 
and say, 'this place hasn't 
changed a bit.' That was always 
my mentality," she said. "There 
are so many changes out there. 
Your job changes, your family 

ARTS 
continued from pg 1 

game from last summer and the 
Native American Reconciliation 
Ceremony, as well as see a 
demonstration of digital editing 
and enjoy tasty treats at the 
MCCI table. 

And, don't miss the debut of 
Montague Reporter T-shiits at 
the table next to MCCI! Here, 

around town anymore like you 
used to. Parents will call me 
now and say, 'is Heather there 
yet?' And wives call and say, 
"when Jim stops to get the 
paper, Susie, tell him we need 
milk.' I love that," she said, 
grinning broadly. 

"Something else I've loved 
most is when a person comes in 
and says, 'I bet you don't have 
what I need' and then I'll find it 

visitors can purchase back 
issues of the community news­
paper, purchase ads and take 
home rate sheets, and/or 
become a subscriber! 

Come early and stay late! 
For more information about 

the weekend's events, call 
Eileen at 863-9499 or Karen at 
863-9576. For more info1ma­
tion about the Hallmark exhibit, 
call Alan at (413) 863-4290, 

April 21, 2005 

for them right here. I have 
loved meeting the needs of the 
community. You didn't have to 
go to Wal-Mart or to another 
town to find what you need," 
she said. 

Maddem never advertised -
except through word of mouth -
- and she always dissuaded 
anyone who wanted to write a 
feature story on the store's his­
tory or quaint atmosphere for a 
national magazine or other 
media. 

"I just wanted it to be low­
key and remain precious, just 
as it is," she said. 

Through Sahuday, Maddern 
is offering 25 percent off "most 
everything" in the store and 
next week, from Monday 
through Sahll'day, she will offer 
50 percent off "most eve1y­
thing" to clear out her stock. 
The Gill Store is open Monday 
through Friday from noon to 8 
p.m. and Sahrrday from 9 am. 
to 5 p.m. 

When asked if she was sad 
about leaving the place she has 
made her own for so many 
years, Maddern glanced about 
the jam-packed space, past the 
collection of wall clocks, chil­
dren's toys, groceries, cold 
drinks, health and beauty aids 
and numerous useful household 
items. 

"There's nothing to be sad 
about. It's a change, but it's 
going to be the best kind of 
change. This town is so pre­
cious and so old, it will always 
be a wonderful stop," she said. 

II 
Ext. 26. 

Directions: Take Route 2 to 
Turners Falls (between 
Greenfield and Erving), head 
south over the bridge and you 
have mrived. Brochures and 
maps can be found in all area 
restaurants and in an easy-to­
spot information booth. 

II 
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UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 '4~\fflOf 
Easy in-town location S~~ 
Secure 24-hour access ~iN\Al\1 . 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREi:NFIELD, MA 11(\I 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors ~) \, 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

1\,EGAL 
Real Estate & Modular Homes 

Kyle Scott • Donald Bowman 

Office (413) 863-9555 Fax (413) 863-9556 

131 Avenue; A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413-863-3780 

Rt: Al E •l ,\ rt 

BENCHMARK BERNARD). MONKIEWICZ, JR. 

&f.RATT 

Hayburne Building • 55 Federal Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

REALTOR® 

Office: 413-774-1200 Desk: 413-774-1221 
e-mail: bemie@benchmark-pratt.com 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING 1\ND COOLING 
Specializing in Repair and Instal/caion of Gas and Oil 

.,.--·, ..... ,._, Boilers, Water Heaters, Ranges, Fire Places and Piping 

VTSTT OTJR SHOWROOM AT 

M« . .i,,. Lh-. 111,950 123 Ave A • 863-2295 • Turners Falls 

DOLAN & t5bt:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174A\IENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 



April 21, 2005 

FRIDAY, APRIL 22ND 
Fourth Friday Contra Dance 
with David Kaynor & 
Greenfield Dance Band at 
Guiding Star Grange Hall, 401 
Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00 
p.m. - midnight. 413-367-9380 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD 
VUII J.\AHlcAIILA 
The Voice of South African 
Freedom! 7:30 p.m. at 
Memorial Hall in Shelburne 
Falls. A star in his homeland for 
over a decade, Vusi has been 
nominated for Best Male 
Vocalist in South Africa, $15 
advance / $ 18 day of show / 
under 18 half price! 

Fourth Saturday Contra Dance 
with Tophill Productions 
Guiding Star Grange Hall, 401 
Chapman St., Greenfield. 8:00 
to 11:30 p.m. (413) 773-1671. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH 
Got Kids? Family Dance! 
At the Montague Grange 

Montague Grange Family 
Dance Series on Sunday, April 
24th - with caller Cindy Green 
(on Passover) The Montague 
Grange closes this wonderful 
family series, now in its fomth 
year. The series goes from 
October through April. This is 
family-style contra dancing, 
paced for little feet (no age 
restriction) or adult beginners, 
in a beautiful, restored historic 
building, across from the Town 
Commons in picturesque 
Montague Center. This Sunday 
dance is from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m., 
priced a sliding $5-$10 and 
includes a light snack. Come 
one, come all! For more info go 
to www.MontagueMA.net. 

First Parish of Northfield 
Concert Series features 
Bernadette! (Bernadette 
Wiemer) who likes "doing wild 
and crazy things with a dul­
cimer" not to mention the guitar 
or whatever obscure instnunent 
has crossed her path. A rich 
voice and a wild wit, 
Bernadette seives up a contem­
pory folk style that blends 
Celtic, cotmtry swing, and the 
blues; all of it laced with witty, 
irreverent, self-deprecating 
htunor about life, love, nutty 
families, cookie addictions, and 
more. Free conceit at 3:00 pm. 
Donations accepted. First 
Parish, 72 Main Street, 

Answers ti last wed's cressw.nl puzzle, 
Costume Dram 

Across 
l. BATIK 
2. FRENCHSEAM 
4. REENACTMENT 
6. TENSION 
8. DART 
10. MERINO 
12. BONING 
14.MARABOU 
19. RENAISSANCE 
21. COCKADE 
23. RETICULE 
25. CASHMERE 
28.BROCADE 
29. TASSEL 
30. SELVEDGE 
31. BODKIN 

Down 
l. BUSTLE 
2.FLAX 
3. CREWEL 
5. PIPING 
7. INDIGO 
8.DUCK 
9. TIIlMBLE 
11. CHAPEAU 
12. BIAS 
13. SMOCKING 
15. MACARONI 
16. PELISSE 
17. FLOUNCE 
18. CALICO 
20. SINGER 
22. VELVET 
24. FROG 
26. MOIRE 
27. PARASOL 
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Great Falls 
Discoverv Center 

Programs 
Saturday, April 23rd 
Invasive Plant Control: 10 a.m. 
-4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 30th - Leaping 
Lily Pads: 11 a.m. Families 
with young children are invited 
to join Susan Russo of the U. 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
activities to learn about a frog's 
life cycle. 

Northfield. Info: 498-5957. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27TH 
Mid-Week Concert Series fea­
turing Greenfield Community 
College Chorus, Maijoiy Heins, 
director. At All Souls Unitarian 
Church, 399 Main St., 
Greenfield. 12:15 pm. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 29TH 

Fami!J Dance at the Montague Grange this coming Sunday (see below) is 
the last dance of the season 1llith caller Cint!J Green. Series begins again 

in October. See you there. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
2 Avenue A, Turners Falls. For 
further info please call (413) 
863-3221. 

The Bookmill doctunentaiy film 
series presents a free and lively 
presentation of Gross National 
Happiness: What's up with 
Capitalism? 8 p.m. The film 
explores, in playful and clear 
language, the ftmdamentals of 
capitalism (private propeity and 
the "market"), possibilities for a 
socially responsible capitalism, 
and other imaginable alterna­
tives. The doctunentary series is 
presented by Karen Werner, a 
Montague Center resident and 
sociologist working on an eco­
nomics primer for kids. 

A Bouquet of Music Concert 
Series - Mohmvk Select Chorus 
- Nick Waynelovich, director. 
Conceits take place in Franklin 
Medical Center's main lobby or 
weather-pennitting in the Ethel 
Lemay Healing Alts Garden. 
FMC is located at 164 High St., 
Greenfield. Noon to 1 :00 pm. 
413-773-2573. 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
APRIL 29TH & 30TH 

AI·ena Civic Theater presents 
Arsenic and Old Lace. 
Performances at the Shea 
Theatre, 71 Avenue A, Turners 
Falls. 8:00 p.m. (413) 863-2281. 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
APRIL 29TH & 30TH 
Media Alts Cafe features the 
film On The Waterfront 
(NR). A priest sets out to smash 
mob control over the New York 
waterfront in this film classic 
with Marlon Brando, and Karl 
Malden. Winner of 8 Academy 
Awards including best pichrre. 
Media Arts Cafe is in the Green 
Trees Galleiy, 105 Main St., 
Northfield. $10 - general admis­
sion; $8 - seniors; $6.50 - sh1-
dents ticket price includes a 
complimentaiy beverage. 
Coinfortable couches and cafe 
table seating. State-of-the-art 
audio/video system. Coming 
May 20th & 21st - The Wild 
Parrots of Telegraph Hill!!! 
SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH 
Open Mic for musicians and 
writers of all ages at the 
Gathering Place coffee house, 

Great Falls Art Fest 
Saturday, April 30th, 10 a.m. to 5 u.m. 

Sponsored by The Brick House Community Resource 
Center. Many booths will house artisans and their work in 
multiple media on the lawn at Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Avenue A, Turners Falls. This event is taking place in coop­
eration and conjunction with three other events: the open­
ing of the Hallmark Museum of Contemporary Photography 
on Avenue A, the April 30-May 1 Arts and Blooms walk 
around Turners Falls artist studios, and the Montague 
Libraries April 30-May 8 Crabapple Blossom Festival. (413) 
863-9576. 

Art Opening at GCC Downtown center 
Chris Nelson of Leverett will exhibit Pastoral Pastels at the 

Greenfield Community College Downtown Center, 270 Main St., 
Greenfield, from April 11th to May 27th, Monday through Friday 
9 - 5 pm. As winner of the first place prize in the fifth annual 
Great River Alt Exhibition at the Great Falls Discoveiy Center in 
Tumers Falls in June, 2004, Nelson was awarded this one-person 
show. Nelson's art, both in pastel and photography, is inspired by 
the sheep and lambs who graze in her meadow and by creahues 

great and small that inhabit the Pioneer Valley. 

Tobacco Treatment Program 
at Franklin Medical center 

The next six-week session will take place on Wednesdays, 
May 11 - Jtme 15, from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the Libraiy 
Conference Room. The cost for the six-week program is 
$50.00. Nicotine Replacement Therapy (gum, patch or 
lozenges) is available at a reduced rate for those approved by 
their physicians. Pre-registration is required. To register or for 
information on other seivices and programs, call The 
Professionals at (413) 773-8557 or 1-800-377-HEALTH. You 
can also visit our website at baystatehealth.com. 

7:00 to 10:30 p.m. Also card 
and board games, mah-jongg 
lessons, hot (fair trade) coffee, 
snacks and great company in 
the Webster Room of First 
Parish, 72 Main Street, 
Northfield (use side entrance on 
Parker Street), tell them Mo 
sent you. Info: 498-5957. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee 
House feahuing Randal Bays, in 
the historic Wendell Town Hall 
on the town common. Randal's 
grasp of the Irish fiddle style is 
rare among non-Irish musicians, 
a result of more than twenty­
five years of fiddling, listening, 
and sharing many a late-night 
session with the finest tradition­
al musicians. Originally from 
Seattle, Randal has been based 
in the Pioneer Valley for the last 
few yeai·s, but continues to tour 
the world, playing with some of 
the greatest traditional musi­
cians both here and abroad. He 
is also a master guitarist. Open 
mic at 7:30 pm. Randal Bays at 
8:00 p.m. (978) 544-5557, 
www.wendellfullmoon.org. 
(Partial proceeds to benefit the 
Wendell Culh1ral Council) 
Admission is $6-$12 at the 
door; kids 6-12 $2; under 6 free. 

26th Season Music In Deerfield 
Anonymous 4 (female vocal 
quaitet) closes the season with a 
special benefit perfonning 
"American Allgels," a program 
of old American hymns. 
Conceit at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Northampton. 8:00 
p.m. (413) 774-4200. 

Hol Spol 
Teen Cenle, 
Mondas,t - Ongoing Digital 
Arts Projed, 3 to 5 p.m. 

Taet & Weclt • Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 5 p.m. 

Thartdas,t • Technology 
Drop-in hours, 3 to 5 p.m. and 
Movie Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Fridas,, April 22nd - Al 
Souza Exhibit: Seleded puzzle 
Worm at UMASS, 1 - 5 p.m. 

These programs are free (except 
some skate trips) and open to local 

teens. Some require permission slips. 
For more info about any of these 
events or programs please call 

Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House Community Center 
24 Third St, T umers Falls 

·~~!: 
• 413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
SHOWTIMES FOR 

FRI. APRil. 22ND - THURS. APRil. 2STH 
L KUNGFUHl\Slll R 

DAllY 6:00 900 
MATINEE FRI, SA'.l;SUN;& WED 12 00 3:00 

l ALOILIKEI.O\'E IU13 ilD!Ss:mi 
DAllY 6:00 900 
MATINEE s.,,a:JHUR 12 00 300 

3. R<llOIS IU 
DAllY 6:00 
MATINEE FRI, SA'.l;SUN;& WED 12 00 3:00 

3. SINCIIY R 
DAllY 9:00 

4. FnlRmcH IU13 
DAllY 615 9:15 
MATINEEFRl,SA'.l;SUN;&WED 12:15 3:15 

5. SAHARA IU13 
DAllY 615 9:15 
MATINEEFRl,SA'.l;SUN;&WED 12:15 3:15 

6. IBEAMIJ\'V'Illl: HORROR R in DISs:mi 
DAllY 6.30 9:.30 
MATINEE FRI, SA'.l;SUN;& WED 12:l'.> 3:30 

7. IHEINIIBPREilR IU13ilDISs:mi 
DAllY 6.30 9:.30 
MATINEE FRI, SA'.l;SUN;& WED 12:l'.> 3:30 

• 
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BY FRAN HEMOND 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Have you ever seen a Common 
Hoptree? It is so common that 
we have not been able to find 
anyone who has heard of it. But 
it is mentioned in the Audubon 
Guide to North American Trees, 
and has surfaced here by the 
pond. 

For some years, a "patriot 
act" had branded any plant with 
three leaflets as poisonous, and 
the supposed offender was elim­
inated without question. Itching 
through a severe case of poison 
ivy does nothing to improve 
one's judgment. 

It was the white, drooping, 
wafer-like fruit of the stranger, 
unlike the benies of poison ivy, 
that finally identified the little 

hop trees. 
The tree guidebook 

calls for the reader to 
have some ability to fol­
low page numbers, flip 
pages back and forth, 
possibly insert book­
marks, and have a little 
patience to identify the 
subject. Following the 
rules and pictures and 
descriptions will make 
you a 30-day wonder. It's 
all here, in color, three 
leaflets at the end of a 
long stem, the tree trunk, 
the flowers and pendant 
wafers, pe1tinent info1mation as 
to habitat and place in the 
world. 

Hoptree was apparently used 
as a substitute for hops in mak-

Support our advertisers ... tell them you saw it in 

«be :ffl@nta~ie luportier 
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ON SELECT LAWN TRACTORS 
JOHN DEERE 
tiOTHIMG RUNS LIKE A OEERE' 

WHEN IT COMES TO FINANCING 
0°/o REALLY ADDS UP. 

Nil 1ietO%APR11nanclngon 
" . • , select Compact Ut1l1ty 
, • ,1 rractors. 

OFFERS ENO SOON. GET TO YOUR 
JOHN DEERE DEALER TODAY! www.JohnDeere.com 

SIRUM EQUIPMENT CO. 
Rte. 63, Montague, MA (413) 367-2481 

ttOtlers vahd 2/28/f5 through S/2/05. S<1me restrictions apply: other special rat~s and turns may b;i avalable, so see 
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ing beer. It prefers diy rocky 
uplands and canyons, rather 
than the banks of ponds, and it's 
widely spread (the nearest area 
mentioned in the guide: western 
New York). It is an understory 

tree or shmb; here they have 
appeared by the pond in the 
shelter of a pine and catalpa. 
And it is the most northerly of 
the citrus family, thereby 
cousin to oranges and 
lemons. 

One may wonder how 
hoptrees' little wafers could 
replace hops. But then much 
of today's world does not 
really remember what hops 
are like. My picture of hops 
had been colored by the 
Devil's Hopyard sign in 
Salem, CT, where midnight 
revehy apparently livened up 

a staid New England commtmi­
ty, and Hopmeadow Street, run­
ning through downtown 
Simsbmy, CT, which conjures 
up a circumspect field of herbs. 

Off THE BEATEN TRACK 

April 21, 2005 

Achially, hops grow on 
extended vines, like grapes. 
Hops are a perennial, can grow 
very fast each year, require trel­
lis suppo1t, and they can "take 
over." Strobiles, which are 
cone-like catkins, are produced 
(like btmches of grapes) which 
are the valuable product used in 
brewing beer. They are also 
dried and sh1ffed into sleep­
inducing pillows. 

How common hoptrees can 
furnish a substih1te for hops is 
still a question. Here by the 
pond, they seem out of their 
time and place, but a wo1thy 
resident of a good old town that 
includes inhabitants of all kinds 
and diversity. 

Clay for Jaye 
BY FLORE 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
"All I needed was a spark. That 
motivation stmck me in high 
school, through an art teacher 
named Marc Nolan. This 
talented person had us 
even di·awing our own 
shoes, things that were 
familiar to us, within 
reach, making us aware 
of what was available," 
said Montague resident 
potter Jaye Pope. The 
time of reference? Back 
in 1974 - 75, in a small 
town named Baldwin-
ville in Central 
Massachusetts. Pope 
was born in East 
Templeton. "Most fami­
lies shiver when you 
announce: 'My career 
will be art,' as if you had vol­
tmteered for a firing squad! 
Mine was no different, their 
own orientation for survival 
were like others: 'Earn a 
decent living first!"' 

Do we realize, who use 
beautiful pottery in our house­
holds, the hardship involved, 
and the tension needed to 
remain creative, for artists? 
Like for instance, how to make 
ends meet, and raise a family? 
How to deal with intricate 
problems of design while 
acquiring knowledge and facil­
ity within the chosen medium, 

learning new techniques? As a 
mle, most ceramists, artists, 
hold two different jobs. Wo1th 
knowing: the Franklin County 
Community Development 

As a rule, Pope fires her 
pieces at 2200 degrees, in an 
electric kiln. However, other 
cerainists prefer earthenware, 
bringing up their kilns to fire at 

]qye Pope 111orks in her Montague Center studio. 

much higher 
temperatures. 
Totally passion­
ate with her 
work, she adds, 
"Clay, you 
know, is a mate­
rial that helps 
encircle time, 
define civiliza­
tions, through 
their individual 
modes of 
expression. Do 
you realize we 
craftspeople 
face a common 

Corporation in Greenfield pro­
vides a valuable source of 
information and affordable 
programs for counseling artists 
to set themselves up in busi­
ness. Pope suggests checking 
them out at (413)774-7204. 

Porcelain is Pope's chosen 
mode. A maker of colorful dis­
tinctive fish, a designer of 
mugs, dishes and tiles, Pope 
recalls walking some years ago 
in Granada, Spain, marveling 
at the opulent richness of the 
decorative tiles there. Same 
with London. It's a way to 
enliven our daily lives. 

denominator: 
revealing the dormant magic in 
a lump of clay? Coupling its 
ftmction with the decorative? It 
brings a kind of added mythol­
ogy to our fast moving 
world!" ... 

Don't miss visiting her ate­
lier, Pope is catching mermaids 
now! Where? At the Good Dirt 
Potte1y Sh1dio, 38 Main Street, 
across from the town common 
in Montague Center. 

On Sunday, May 1st, 
between the Maypole dances, 
di·op by for a visit, while the 
Monis dancers and villagers 
are rejoicing on the green! 
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