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Public Hearing on
Budget, April 22nd

BY DAVID DETMOLD
MONTAGUE — On Wednesday,
April 22nd, at 7:00 p.m. in the
upstairs meeting room of the town
hall, the finance committee and
selectboard will held a joint pub-
lic hearing on the fiscal “10 oper-
ating budget.

Finance committee chair John
Hanold said the focus of the hear-
ing will be on the town side of the
budget, “to inform the public
about what the town of
Montague’s revenue expectations
are in a year of difficult economic
circumstances, and what the rec-
ommended spending level is for
town services.”

Hanold said his committee and
the selectboard have yet to agree
on recommended spending levels.
Town  administrator  Frank
Abbondanzio said the projected
worst-case scenario on state aid
for Montague this year may in
fact get a lot worse if the House
Ways and Means budget released
on Wednesday becomes final.
And there is still a possibility that
Governor Patrick may cut more
out of local aid in the present fis-
cal year to close a gap in the state
budget that may range as high as
$400 million.

With all these uncertainties,

see BUDGET pg 10

The Warrant’s Out

BY RHYS HATCH

GILL — The Gill selectboard
met Monday afternoon to review
the warrant for the upcoming
annual town meeting, which will
open on May 4th to deal with
non-monetary articles. Budget
items will be dealt with at a con-
tinuation of the meeting on June
15th. A pre-town meeting will be
held at the town hall on April
27th, at 7:00 p.m.

A number of the articles are
unlikely to provoke much dis-
cussion. “Two or more Field
Drivers; Fence Viewers;
Measurers of Wood, Bark and
Surveyors of Lumber,” will
hopefully be nominated and
elected without difficulty. And it
might be tough to argue with the
reasoned wording of Article 10,
brought forward by the planning
board, which proposes changing
the definition of ‘restaurant” in
the town of Gill’s zoning bylaws
to read, “Restaurant: An estab-
lishment at which the principal
activity is the preparation and
retail sale of food or beverage.”
This change in definition would

see WARRANT pg 13

PHOTO BY MICHAEL MULLER

Phase 11 of the town of Montague’s sidewalke replacenent project, begun last fall on Unity Street, continues now in sever-
al parts of town, including Center Street, pictured above with the Congregational Church at the corner of North Street.

Sidewalkes on Union Street, Chester Street, and 2nd Street are also being repaved. The contractor is Caracas

Construction, ont of Ladlow. The wark is being paid from a $250,000 bond approved by town weeting thee years age.

Parzych Returns

- o70

Joe |
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Yargych returned fo the same classroom where be attended 8th prade in the Riverside School — bis teacher’s nanse

R_iverside Schoo

was Miss Rule — to teach a lesson in local history and storytelling to the students of the Four Winds School.

BY DAVID DETMOLD
GILL - The author of Jep § Place
finally showed up at the Four
Winds School on Tuesday to
answer students” questions about
local lore, and to offer a few
pointers from a master memoirist
and journalist. He sat in a circle
of respectful middle school youth
like Socrates surrounded by his
students, and engaged them in
dialogue.

Socrates may have held forth
from a marble porch instead of an
overstuffed sofa, but the effect
was similar.

Joe Parzych was scheduled to
show up at the Four Winds
School to lecture on ancient his-
tory on January 15th, but he got
sidetracked by an unexpected trip

to Baystate Medical in
Springfield for sextuple bypass
surgery that same day, after wak-
ing up early in the morning with a
pain like chilblains in his hands,
and it took him almost three
months to reschedule the appoint-
ment.

The middle schoolers didn’t
seem to mind. They’d used the
intervening time to read Jeps
Place cover to cover, taking
extensive notes, and had begun
working on stories of their own
on imaginative
American  history,  young
romance, and their own child-
hoods.

Parzych complimented some
of their plot ideas, and suggested
they toss in a little conflict if they

themes of

wanted to earn a hefty publisher’s
advance.

“If you want to make a story
interesting, you have to have
some sort of complications,” said
Parzych, who seemed slimmer,
and just a tad more restrained
than before his recent stay in hos-
pital. “You can’t just say, ‘I went
to the store and bought some gro-
ceries and came home, The End.’
You have to say, ‘A dog chased
me,” or ‘1 didn’t have enough
money to pay the cashier.”

Parzych, who had black pan-
thers follow him home from
Greenfield and never more than
five cents to rub together when he
was growing up at Jeps Place,
knows all about complications.

see PARZYCH pg 7

County Planner
Urges Caution on

Gas Station Proposal

BY DAVID DETMOLD
ERVING - Of the 26 towns in
Franklin County, 11 have ground-
water protection zones, Pegg
Sloan, planning director for the
Franklin Regional Council of
Governments, told an overflow
crowd at a hearing before the
Erving planning board on
Monday night, Of those eleven
towns, ten prohibit gas stations
within their groundwater protec-
tion zones.

The hearing was called in
response to two petitioned articles
brought forward by Ralph and
Eric Semb, co-owners of the
French King Entertainment
Center on Route 2 and an abutting
lot across Semb Drive that was
the former location of the
Countree Living Restaurant. The
articles seek to alter Erving’s
bylaws, adopted in 2003, to allow
for a drive-through fast food
restaurant and gas station to be
built at the Countree Living site.
The Tot is within the protection
zone of the town’s aquifer.

Sloan said the one locality in
Franklin County where a gas sta-
tion could in theory be construct-
ed in a groundwater protection

see PLANNER pg 8

New Superintendent
for Gill - Montague

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -
Chair Mary Kociela opened the
school committee meeting on
April 14th with the news that Carl
Ladd has officially accepted the
position of superintendent of the
Gill-Montague Regional School
District, pending completion of
contract negotiations.

Ladd was expected to meet for
a required discussion with
Commissioner of Education
Mitchell Chester in Boston on
Wednesday. Kociela said the com-
mittee hoped to complete negotia-
tions in time for a full school com-
mittee vote to confirm him at the
April 28th meeting,

Kociela then turned to interim
superintendent Ken Rocke and
reflected on his impending depa-
ture from the district at the end of
the school year. She said, “It’s
really been an honor working with
you.” She said Ladd was looking
forward to working with Rocke to
insure a smooth transition.

Rocke said, “I think he’s a
tremendous fit for the district.”

In talking about the budget for

see NEW SUPER pg 12
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PET OF THE WEEK
Chic & Petite
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Francesca

Hi, I'm Francesca. I'm a one-
year-old short hair cat in need of
a good home. I'm a sleek. black
and beautiful gal, playful and
very affectionate. [ love people.
But trust me, I do not want to live
with other animals. I need to be
the only furry person in your life.
And [ will reward you with the
greatest purrs, the best pounces,
and the most loving cozy naps.
For more information on adopt-
ing me please contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society
at 413-548-9898 or via email:lev-
erett@@dpvhs.org.

Turners Falls Sports Booster Club's
5th Annual Fundraiser presents

A Comedy ESP/Hypnosis Show
Saturday, April 18th

af the French King Enfertainment Cenfer
Dinner at 6 p.m., Show at 9 p.m.
DJ Dancing Later, Limited fickets $27.50

Must be 21 or older, Call for fickets: 413-
423-3047, Reservations for groups.

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

Buylng and selling used hooks

22 BRIDGE STREET, 2ND FLOOR
SHELEURNE FaALLS, MA

413-625-9850

ndolemcrocker.com closed Mondays

Feel Like a Brand New Person!

Id, Demse & KarriAnn

| “54 Years on the Ave” I

The Montagque
Reporter

Published weekly on Thursday,
(Every other week in July and
August. Wednesday paper fourth
week of November. No paper last
week of December.)
PHONE (413) 863-8666
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address
changes to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline
is Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refuse adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper

Local Subscription Rates:

$20 for 6 months

MONTAGUE CENTER LIBRARY NEWS
‘Montague Center Children’s Book

Montague Center Library with
a copy of ber first baok, Inky and
the Red Hat, a true children’s
story set in Montagme Center, on

Mondeay, April 131h.

BY LINDA HICKMAN

MONTAGUE CENTER -
Martha Daniels spent the first 25
years ol her life in Montague
Center, and it shaped her in many

was through a friendship with a
crow named “Inky.”

Forty-five years later, she has
wriften and published the true
story of this unique friendship,
“Inky and the Red Hat.”

On Monday, April 13th, she
donated a copy of the picture
book to the Montague Center
Library. She also donated a copy
to the Carnegie Library in
Turners Falls. After they are
processed, they will be available
for borrowing. The water-based
illustrations by Christy Patrick of
Easthampton show many familar
Montague Center landmarks,
including the Library and the
Montague Center School. The
illustrations are delightful. The
artist based the pictures on photo-
graphs provided by the author.

Proceeds from the book’s
sales will go to the Montague
Center Historical Society renova-
tion project at the Montague
Grange. Paperback copies of the
books are on sale at World Eye
Books in Greenfield, and at

ways. She developed a strong Broadside Books in
love of nature, and part of this Northampton.
WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS

Under Our Skin

On Tuesday, April 21st at 7
p.m. the Wendell Free Library
will screen Under Our Skin, the
2008 documentary by Open Eye
Pictures, in the library's new
high-definition ‘theater’, The
documentary, which focuses on
the science and politics of Lyme
disease, will be followed by a
discussion led by local naturo-
pathic physician Emily Maiella.

Under Our Skin presents a
dramatic tale of microbes, medi-
cine and money. The film investi-
gates the untold story of Lyme
disease, an emerging epidemic,
and the insurance industry’s
efforts to keep long-term Lyme
disease from being recognized. It

looks not only at the science and
politics of the disease but also at
personal stories of those whose
lives have been affected. From a
few brave doctors who risk their
licenses, to patients who once led
active lives but now can barely
walk, the film uncovers a hidden
world that will astound viewers.
As  suspenseful as  any
Hollywood thriller, Under Our
Skin has won countless awards
on the independent film circuil.

The documentary will be
viewed in the “Wendell Library
Cinema,” with its large screen
and high-quality projection and
sound. For more information,
call 978-544-3559.

i
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Montaguwe Police Chief R_fgj-' Zﬁ.wé;e' and Detective Douy Brown were

Guest Chefs at Winstow Wentworth congregate housing in Turners Falls
on April 14th, serving lunch to seniors there. If you'd like 1o guest chef, call

Margo Townley, House Manager, at 413-773-5555, Ext, 282
or email info@fehec.ors. Read maore al wanw.fehee.org.

Turners Falls Fire
District Annual

Meeting

On Tuesday, April 21st, at 7:00
p.m., the Turners Falls Fire District
will hold its annual meeting at the
Hillcrest School auditorium, at 30
Griswold Street. All district residents
of Millers Falls, Montague City, and
Turners Falls are invited to attend
and eligible to vote on the district
operating budget - proposed for
$1,563,399 from taxation, and
$516,150 from water fees — and
special articles.

Among the articles on the war-
rant is one to replace an under-
ground storage tank at the Turners
Falls fire station with a smaller
aboveground tank, for $7,000; an
article for $2,000 of renovations at
the fire station; an article to replace
the variable frequency drive at the

Benefit for the Erving Senior Center

SPAGHETTI

SUPPER

April 24th,5 & 6 p.m.
Menu: Salad, pasta with choice of
sauce, garlic bread and ice cream
Tickets: $7, children under 12 $4
For reservations call Polly at
413-423-3308

Earth Day Clean Up

GREAT FALLS - Volunteers
will meet at 10 a.m. at the Great
Falls Discovery Center on
Saturday, April 25th, to clean up a
number of parks and open spaces
around downtown Turners Falls,
in honor of Earth Day. With back-
ing from the Commonwealth

Corporation, the ACT Volunteer
Center in Greenfield is organiz-
ing local volunteers to help clean
up the grounds of the Discovery
Center, Unity Park, the Brick
House, the 3-D Sculpture Park,
the community gardens on 3rd
and L and 4th and L,

Peskeomskut Park, and perhaps,
if enough community members
turn  out, Cabot Woods.
Volunteers are also welcome to
help Sebastian Gutwein with his
Woven River art pathways proj-
ect on the pedestrian walkway
from 7th Street to High Street.
For more information, call Kate
Allen at 774-7054 extension 106.

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES — April 20th to April 24th

GILL/MONTAGUE  Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners
Falls, is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00
p.m. for activities. Council on
Aging Director is Bunny
Caldwell. Congregate meals are
served on Tuesday through
Friday. For information or to
make reservations, call 863-
9357 or 863-4500. Meal reser-
vations need to be made a day in
advance by 11:00 a.m. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the center is not open,

Monday, 20th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:00 p.m. Pot Luck Lunch fol-
lowed by Bingo

Tuesday, 21th

9:00 a.m. Walking Group

10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga

1:00 p.m. Canasta

Wednesday, 22nd

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday, 23rd

9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Health Fair at
the Discovery Center

1:00 p.m. Pitch

Friday, 24th

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics
10:50 a.m. Easy Aerobics
1:00 p.m. Scrabble

WENDELL Senior Center is
located at 2 Lockes Village
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at
(978) 544-2020 for hours and
upcoming programs.

ERVING Senior Center, 18
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old
Center School, 1st Floor), is
open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for activi-
ties and congregate meals. For

info and reservations call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center director, at
413-423-3308. Lunch daily at
11:30 a.m. with reservations 24
hours in advance. Transportation
can be provided for meals,
Thursday shopping, or medical
necessity:

Monday, 20th

9 a.m. Exercise

12 noon Pitch

Tuesday, 21th

9 a.m. Aerobics

12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 22nd

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing

12 noon Bingo

Thursday, 23rd

9:00 a.m. Aerobics

Friday, 24th

9 a.m. Bowling

11:30 a.m. Lunch: Grinders
5 to 6 p.m. Spaghetti Supper

Tolan Well #2 for $40,000; an article
to set aside $100,000 in stabilization
for the eventual purchase of a new
fire engine; another to spend
$250,000 for the construction and
testing of a new well at Hannegan
Brook; and anather for $6,666 to pay
separation pay for unused sick leave
to a retiring fire fighter.

The following week, on Tuesday,
April 28th, elections for prudential
committee and water commission-
ers will take place at the water dis-
trict office, at 226 Millers Falls Road.

Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week
Grade 6
[an MacPhail

Grade 7
Danielle Loynd

Grade 8

Nate Cross
Kelli Dubay

SR I e P
LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

PAPER
CARRIERS
WANTEDSs
IN VARIUS NEIGHBORHDODS
AROUND MONTAGLE

carL 8B63-8666

FOR MORE DETAILS

THE

SHADY

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Lunch Specials from 11:00 a.m,
Mon: American Chop Suey » Tues.
Chicken Fricassie » Wed: Chicken
Souvlaki, Rice * Thurs: Comed Beef
& Cabbage -+ Fri: Fried Scallops *
Sat; Yankee Pot Roast
44 Years on Avenue A

in Turners Falls
Open Sundays 7-2

863-9636
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Townwide Cleanup and Earth Day Festivities

BY MARIANNE SUNDELL
WENDELL - The Wendell
Earth Day Celebration on
Saturday, April 25th will include
a variety of opportunities for
Wendell residents to help with
the stewardship of town proper-
ties and to join in mid-day fes-
tivities on the town common and
in town hall,

Activities on the common
from 10 am. to 2 pm. will
include local and regional
groups focusing on environmen-
tal stewardship and sustainable
living, local farmers, artists, and
herbalists. There will be a com-
munity potluck at noon, and
Kellianna will perform songs
and chants to honor the Earth in
all of her glory. In case of rain,
the celebration will take place in
town hall.

From 9 a.m. to noon, volun-
teers will gather roadside litter
throughout town at the annual

Jessica Harmon lllustration

BY AMY DONOVAN
GREENFIELD — Spring is here,
and along with planting a garden
or sprucing up the yard, i’s a
great time to start composting.
Fill up a compost bin with food
and yard waste and have finished
compost by next year.

Composting food waste can
reduce your household trash by
25%, and the waste turns into soil
amendment for lawns and gar-
dens.

Composting is easy, and it can
be even easier with an efective
compost bin.

The “Earth Machine,” an
attractive, durable bin for back-
yard composting, is available to
district residents for $40, Made of
a rigid recycled pelyethylene

town-wide cleanup, meeting at
the town highway garage at 9
a.m.

Residents are welcome to
start picking up and bagging lit-
ter for collection along well-
traveled roads in advance of the
25th. To ensure pickup of these,
please notify Annie Diemand at
(978) 544-6111.

The community garden will
be having the first work day for
the 2009 growing season on the
25th, from 10 am. to 12 p.m. at
the garden, behind the town
office building. The tasks for the
workday include mulching
paths, removing invasive plants
(such as buckthorn and multiflo-
ra rose), collecting and shred-
ding hardwood leaves, and re-
working the compost bins.
Everyone is invited to walk over
to the garden and take a tour.
Please contact Katie Nolan at
(978) 544-2306 with any ques-

tions,

In the afternoon there will be
a work party at the Fiske Pond
conservation area to clean up
winter storm damage, starting at
2 p.m. Please bring clippers and
bow saws. The rain date for this
work party is Sunday, April 26th.

A wvaricty of organizations,
including the Wendell open
space and recreation planning
committee, the Wendell sustain-
ability group, the Millers River
Watershed Council, the Mount
Grace Land Conservation Trust,
and the community garden, will
participate in the festivities on
the common, along with local
vendors. Organizations and ven-
dors promoting environmental
stewardship and sustainable liv-
ing who wish to set up at this
event can contact Jeny at army-
greenjeny@hotmail.com, or
Marianne at (978) 544-8981, for
more information,

WASTE NOT

Backyard Compost Bins Available

plastic, with & twist-on lid, the bin
stakes to the ground and is easy to
assemble, rodent-resistant, and
designed for good aeration. The
Earth Machine is available at
these four locations: Colrain
Transfer Station, Saturdays, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wendell Transfer
Station, Tuesdays, Noon to 6
p.m., Saturdays, 7:30 a.m, to 3:30
p.m.; Orange Transfer Station,
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays, 8 am. to 2:45 p.m.;
and the district office. 50 Miles
Street, Greenfield (hours vary;
call 772-2438).

The district office also carries
kitchen collectors, plastic buckets
with swinging handles and lids
that snap shut. They hold approx-
imately one gallon of food scraps,
and can be placed on a counter or
under the kitchen sink. The buck-
ets offer a handy way to collect
scraps and tote them out to your
compost bin. The kitchen collec-
tors are sold for $4. In addition,
the district office sells blue recy-
cling bins for $6.

For more information on com-
posting or waste management

programs, call the Solid Waste
District at (413) 772-2438, email
info@franklincountywastedis-
trict.org, or visit the district web-
site at www.franklincountywaste-
district.org.

Anty Donovan is the program
director for the Franklin County
Solid ~ Waste  Management
District.

Correction

Carried away by his own rhet-
oric, the reporter of last week’s
story on “Jewish Culture in New
England™ (MR VII #27) used the
phrase “burned the Salem “witch-
¢s’,” in the context of a lengthier
description of Puritan intolerance.

As any good student of

Colonial history could tell you,
the nineteen men and women con-
victed and put to death on the
charge of witcheraft in and around
Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692
and 1693, were hanged, not
burned. One of the other men so
accused was crushed by stones.
We regret the error.

The Shettield Welcome!
Interactive Open House for
Incoming 1st Graders and
their Parents

An informal opportunity for incoming students and
parents to meet the st grade teachers, explore the
[st grade classrooms, view 1st grade curriculum materials
and enjoy simple “make & take” projects.

Thursday, April 30th, 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
at Sheffield School, 43 Crocker Avenue,
Turners Falls
No appointment necessary, we hope you'll stop by.

ALL SouLrLs UnNiTARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH GREENFIELD

7TH ANNUAL

Anti-Racism
Film Festival

SATURDAY APRIL 18, 2009
FREE ADMISSION!
1PM - Homeland: Four Portaits of Native Action, the inspiring stary of
struggles "in which Native American activists are fighting to preserve
their land, sovereignity and culfure™.

3PM - Traces of the Trade, a maoving documentary in which director
Katrina Brown and nine oiher family members make a remarkable
journey which confronts them with the history of their Rhode lsland
ancestors, the most powerful slave froding family in United States
history, We are forfunate to have one of the members of the frip, Holly
Fulton, as a discussion leader for the film.

5:30 - 6:30PM - Supper - A nourishing meal of local foods will be available on a sliding scale
fee bﬁa%is of §4 - §10 wgith thanks from Kelly and Christine Bates 4

&:30PM :The Great Debaters, a powerful, inspling drama which is
based on the true storyof Melvin B, Tolson, a Professor at Wiley College
|a historically black college in Texas) in 1935.

Each film will be followed by ALL S = L
TULS

discussion tacllitators.
UINITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH]

GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church
corner of Hope and Main Streets, Greenfisld

MONTAGUE INTEGRATIVE HEALTH

NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE, CHIROPRACTIC, NUTRITION, MASSAGE, YOGA

FOUR PRACTITIONERS IN ONE LOCATION

DR. EMILY MAIELLA — Naturopathic Family Medicine
DR. ELLEN J. MITNOWSKY — Chiropractic
DIANA ALLEN, MS, CNS — Nutritional Counseling

NANCY PAGLIA, CMT, CYI — Massage Therapy & Yoga

COMPASSIONATE, COMPREHENSIVE NATURAL HEALTH CARE

432 GREENFIELD ROAD (NEXT TO THE BOOK MILL)

MONTAGUE, MA 01351 « 413.367.2257

We Specialize in impossible Deadlines)

23 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* oversize copies

+ files accepted via email

up-to-the-minute technology + old-fashioned personal service

180 Main Street, Greenfield + 413-774-3500 + greenfield@copycatprintshop.com

Office Hours By Appointment

@
"~
' DANIEL COHEN, DM.D.

29 G Street, Turners Falls

‘ 4 Dell St K Z

Tummers Falls, MA 01376
Telephone: (413) B63-9656

MNOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Open Tue, Thurs, Fri
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers

Gift Certificates ~ 413-863-2888
Available Mg B ek

Baccia

JARN. VAL SPPLES awp SERVICE

SANOW UNDER
©lo4)
‘

Saturday 10am-4pm

THE ONLY YARN SHOP N TH AREA

NEW OWNERSHP K
TRY U, YOU'LL LIKE US

114 Wells St., Greenfield 415-775-1805
HOURS @30am-5:50pm

W

Main Road Gill Center
413-863-9006

The Gill Tavern

Open Wed.-Sun. at 4 p.m.

Specials Daily EPLACEMENT WINDOWS « SIDINE « ROOFING
Seafood - Vegetarian - Local Beef i’
Individual Grilled Pizzas EREE ESTIMATES Since 1970

and Mozxe!

Full Bar with People's Pimt Beer on Tap
Botiled Beers, Complete Wine List,
Daily Drink Specials

Siding &
Window

unite

Liscenced & Insured

MA Reg # 105027 Bob Edwards
MA Construction 603.239.8389
Supervisor’s Liscence # 7543 413.834.3902
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A Prudent_Budget for Our Schools

BY KEN ROCKE
GILL-MONTAGUE — The Gill
Montague Regional School

District has passed a preliminary
operating budget for fiscal year
2010 of $16,792,134, just a 1%
increase over the FY ‘09 budget.

This is the lowest proposed
percent increase in a district
budget in the last six years. This
1% budget is less than the infla-
tion rate, less than Proposition 24
limits, and calls for a much small-
er percentage of new town rev-
enues than recent budgets have.

We have been able to achieve
this budget through the combined
efforts of administration, staff and
school committee. Working
together in a positive way over
the past two years, we have
joined the GIC insurance plan,
consolidated elementary schools,
and completely remodeled our
Special Education programs. In
each case, we have been able to
improve educational services
while limiting cost increases.

At this point our 1% budget
has been achieved with no signif-
icant cuts in essential services or
programs for students. On the
administrative side, we are reduc-
ing our management feam at
Hillcrest School by a .6 full time
equivalent, and reducing secretar-
ial support there as well. We are
recommending reducing our dis-
trict facilities manager position
from full-time to half-time, and
will continue to explore similar
cost-saving measures.

We are continuing to look
ahead, to save additional tax dol-
lars. We are collaborating with
eight other Franklin County dis-
tricts to enter a joint bid for
school ftransportation. We are
actively researching joining the
Hampshire Educational
Collaborative to save costs on
special education, teacher train-
ing and English Language
Leamer services.

We have built what we believe
to be a sustainable budget for the
district for the coming and future
years. Health insurance rate
increases are within the inflation
rate, as are staff salaries; spiraling
special education costs have been

brought under control by bringing
students and programs back into
our schools.

We have also been able to
build up district reserves. In order
to limit assessment increases to
our member towns, $492 642 of
excess and deficiency reserves
have been applied to the FY *10
budget. Although this will deplete
those reserves for the time being,
we are anticipating that a rebate
of approximately $402.000 from
our former health insurance
group, combined with an estimat-
ed end-of-year balance of about
$300,000, will replenish our
excess and deficiency account as
we head towards FY ‘11,

We are planning to use our
excess and deficiency funds and
federal American Reinvestment
and Recovery Act (stimulus)
funds as both the Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education and the Obama admin-
istration have advised us to: first,
to get through the present fiscal
crisis without eliminating jobs,
cutting programs, or reducing
educational services; second, to
use ARRA funds to build capaci-
ty for educational improvement
and innovation.

Thus the gains from joining
GIC, consolidating elementary
schools, reducing administrative
costs, and remodeling special
education programs have bought
us a window of opportunity — a
two- or three-year period during
which we can work to continue to
find additional cost savings, con-
tinue to innovate and improve
education at every level, and
work to reduce our drop-out rate
and choice-out rate.

Regional educational collabo-
ration seems to provide the most
promising avenue for achieving
positive educational change
linked with savings in operational
cost. The recent report from the
New England School
Development Council may be oft
on some numbers, but it does
clearly indicate there are gains to
be made on the administrative
side from school districts work-
ing together in a positive spirit to

share personnel and programs. &

r-—--—---——-—------—-—-——

Sign Me Up!
|:| $20 for 26 issues (local)
[ ]$25 out-of-area subscribers

58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376

ame:

N
Address:

Town: State:

Zip:

i
|
|
:
|
| The Montague Reporter
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

D i . e o s . B it S o A, e . i

I'm scared of heights.
What if I miss?
I think he's carrying a pair of tweezers!

Here comes one now!
Get ready to jump.

Nervous Tick

KMo 109

LETTERS TO
Eggstravagant Thanks

The Montague Parks and
Recreation  Department, and
Parks and Recreation
Commission, would like to thank
the well over 200 children and
parents from throughout Franklin
County who attended our annual
Peter Cottontail’s
EGGstravaganza, on Saturday,
April 11th at Unity Park in
Turners Falls. Children were
given the enviable task of finding

well over 5,000 toy and candy-
filled eggs placed throughout the
park, in addition to participating
in egg decorating, face painting,
and pictures with  Peter
Cottontail.

The EGGstravaganza would
not have been possible without
generous support from Hillside
Plastics, the Montague Elks, the
Franklin County Rotary Club,
Greenfield Savings  Bank,

 THE EDITOR

Sirum’s Equipment Company,
Equi’s Candy Store, and Boy
Scout Troop #6.

We would also like to make a
special thanks to Peter Cottontail
for setting aside time from his
busy schedule to be present dur-
ing the festivities.

— Jon Dobosz, Director
Montague Parks and
Recreation

Does Turners Need a New Fire Truek?

The annual meeting of the
Turners Falls Fire District will
take place at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 21st, in the
Hillerest School auditorium on
Griswold Street. Residents of
Millers Falls, Tumers Falls and
Montague City are eligible to
vote on budget items and special
articles for the fiscal year that
begins July 1st.

Don’t let a handful of people
determine what you pay on your
tax bill. This past year taxes
increased by 16% in the district.
This was clearly unacceptable in
view of the current economic cli-
mate. At the last annual district
meeting, 80% of those in atten-
dance were either district
employees, officials of the dis-
trict, or their relatives. There
clearly is a vested interest here.

For the coming fiscal year,
budgets were presented to the dis-

[n short, our Preliminary FY
“10 budget maintains our valuable
educational programs and servic-
es to students, reduces administra-
tive costs, lowers the burden on
our towns, and is prudent, conser-
vative and responsible. We hope
you will look closely at what we
have done, and measure our budg-
et against the very real gains we
have achieved.

Ken Rocke is the interim
superintendent for the Gill-
Montague  Regional  School
District.

trict’s finance committee for gen-
eral government, fire department,
and water department. The budg-
et increases proposed were for
5.7%, 7.1%, and 1.2% respec-
tively. The linance committee, of
which I am a member, has recom-
mended changes to 2.9%, 0.7%,
and -.1% respectively.

The prudential committee had
recommended that $100,000 be
set aside in the stabilization fund
for a replacement fire truck. The
finance committee opposes this
outlay; there has been no clear
discussion of the justification for
the need for a replacement fire
truck, nor firm figures given for
the repair of the existing vehicle.

Free cash has been certified at
$340,051. This is a low number
in view of past free cash levels. [t
is also not a great deal of money
to handle a substantial emergency
such as a large water main break
or a pump station problem. It is
not prudent to reduce this amount
significantly for discretionary
spending.

One of the reasons given for
the 16% tax increase this past
year was for the installation of a
geothermal heating and cooling

We Welcome
Your Letters!

fMlontague Reporter

58 4th St Turners Falls, MA 01376
FAX (413) 863-3050
reporter@montaguema.net

system at the fire station.
Originally, a 20-year payback
term was mentioned. After a
request for additional tunds was
appropriated, the payback term
was labeled as “somewhat more”
than the 20 years originally men-
tioned. The system has been in
service since last fall. Fuel oil
consumption has decreased as
promised. However, electric con-
sumption has increased signiti-
cantly when compared to a simi-
lar earlier four month term. The
“somewhat more” than 20 year
payback may be significantly
more.

[ urge district taxpayers to
attend the April 21st meeting and
ask questions. Municipalities and
the private sector are cutting
costs. Social Security payments
are projected to be flat for the
next three years. The taxpayer in
the Turners Falls Fire District
should expect similar constraints.

— Joseph Janikas
Turners Falls

American Dead in
Iraq and
Afghanistan
as of 4/15/09
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Polities of Lyme Disease

BY DR. EMILY MAIELLA
WENDELL — Spring is finally
here. We can emerge from our
houses, go out for hikes, take
walks, stroll around the woods,
and hopefully avoid gefting bitten
by a deer tick. Deer ticks, Ixodes
scapularis, have taken up resi-
dence  here in  Western
Massachusetts, as well as every-
where else in the country. Many
deer ticks now carry Lyme dis-
ease, as well as other bacterial
infections that may cause harm to
human health.

Lyme disecase, and especially
the notion of “chronic Lyme dis-
ease,” is an area of contention
between many doctors. This
debate is driven by a number of
issues, namely science, politics
and the insurance industry. It is a
very heated and emotional topic
for people, especially those who
are struggling with their health,
and suspicious that Lyme disease
is the causative agent of their ill-
ness.

This disease is becoming
known as the “Great Imitator,”
mimicking many diseases such as
multiple sclerosis, ALS, chronic
fatigue, fibromyalgia and other
non-specific musculoskeletal and
neurological diseases. Lyme dis-
ease is caused by the spirochete
(spiral-shaped bacteria) borrelia
burgdorferi, which is similar to
the syphilis organism.

Over the past decade, two
opposing camps have emerged in
the battle over this tick-borne ill-
ness. One camp is represented by
the Infectious Diseases Society of
America (IDSA), led by a group
of academic researchers. This
group maintains that Lyme dis-
case is “hard to catch and easy to
cure,” because the infection is
rare, easily diagnosed, and treat-
ed with two to four weeks of
antibiotics.

This group claims that chronic
Lyme disease is rare or nonexist-
ent, This group of researchers has
written the guidelines that most
physicians refer to when treating
Lyme disease. But, here’s the
catch: the IDSA guidelines’

authors have significant conflicts
of interest which may have
biased their treatment and diag-
nostic recommendations. These
conflicts include commercial
interests in tick-borne disease
tests and vaccines, and supple-
mental streams of income from
insurance companies that profit
from a restrictive definition of
Lyme disease.

The opposing camp is repre-
sented by the International Lyme
and Associated Diseases Society
(ILADS), led by a group of prac-
ticing physicians. Its members
argue that Lyme disease is not
rare, tick bites often go unno-
ticed, and commercial laboratory
testing for Lyme disease is ofien
inaccurate. Consequently, the dis-
ease may go unrecognized and
may persist in a large number of
patients, requiring prolonged
antibiotic therapy to eradicate
persistent infection.

An investigation into the
IDSA guidelines began in 2006.
This investigation was spurred by
a grassrools initiative, urging
Connecticut attorney general
Richard Blumenthal to look into
the motives behind the guide-
lines. The examination is ongo-
ing. Meanwhile thousands of
people will fail to be diagnosed
and treated properly under the
current guidelines.

While Lyme disecase is
increasing in every state, the
CDC readily admits that under-
reporting is a major issue, due to
two reasons: inaccurate testing
resulting in misdiagnosis, and
failure to report positive diag-
noses by physicians and laborato-
ries.

An accurate diagnosis of
Lyme is made from physician
observation and patient history.
To quote from the Center for
Disease Control (CDC), “Lyme
disease is diagnosed on the basis
of physician-observed clinical
manifestations and a history of
probable exposure to infected
ticks. Laboratory tests are neither
suggested nor required to confirm
diagnosis for patients with recent

onset (2 - 3 weeks) of a character-
istic Erythema Migrans (EM)

rash. However, positive results of

recommended two-tiered sero-
logic [blood] testing can provide
confirmation of infection in
patients with musculo-skeletal,

neurologic, or cardiac symp-
toms.”
To summarize, the CDC

emphasizes you should not rely
on blood testing to confirm or
deny the diagnosis of Lyme dis-
ease. Lyme disease is a clinical
diagnosis, based on patient histo-
ry, sign and symptoms.

Some of the most common
sign and symptoms of an acute
infection with Lyme disease
include the following: headache,
muscle aches and pain, heart pal-
pitations, stiff neck, joint pain
(usually one-sided and in a large
joint like a knee or hip), and a
bulls-eye rash (though less than
50% of people with Lyme disease
ever get the rash). However, the
list is much longer, and often
overlaps with the symptoms one
might expect lrom a cold or flu.
This is where the tragic problem
of chronic Lyme disease begins,
when the infection is overlooked
and dismissed.

The key to successtully treat-
ing Lyme disease is immediate
treatment. Remember that tradi-
tional testing for Lyme is very
poor, with many false negatives.
Negative blood tests, such as the
ELISA and Western blot, do not
rule out the disease. If you have
had a tick bite, with or without
the typical bulls-eye rash, you
should immediately seek the
advice of a Lyme-literate physi-
cian, as you could have Lyme dis-
case.

What to do if you discover a
tick on you:

1. Pull it off swiftly and gently.
Use tweezers or “tick spoons™
preferably. Do not light it on fire.
Apply Vaseline or any other topi-
cal agents to the tick while it is
attached to your skin.

2. Save it, especially if you
have identified it as a female deer
tick. After a tick is engorged with

blood, it can be more difTicuit o
identify by the unaided eye.

3. Place the tick i a zip lock
bag and send to UMass for test-
ing. The cost for the test is $40,
but it is a very reliable test, and
will confirm if the tick is carrying
Lyme disease. (Tests for other
tick borne co-infections are now
also available.) The website is
www.umass.edwrichlab/

4. Consult a Lyme-literate
physician for treatment if the tick
returns positive for Lyme disease
or if you are experiencing symp-
toms of Lyme disease.

5. Visit your physician 4 to 6
weeks afier the tick bite for test-
ing, as this is the window in
which you have the greatest
chance of having accurate test
results.

Have faith, not fear. Educate
and empower yourself, and never
let a tick keep you from loving
nature.

Emily Maiella is a naturopath-
ic physician practicing with
Montague Integrative Health.
She will lead a discussion on
Lyme disease following a show-
ing of the documentary Under
Our Skin at the Wendell Free
Library on Tuesday, April 21st, at
7:00 p.m.
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The Chop is the
Heartbeat of My Alma Mater

Winston Churchill once said,
“A love for tradition has never
weakened a nation, indeed it has
strengthened nations in their time
of peril.”

My mother was a student at
the Turners Falls High School in
the early 1980s. She spent her
four years there on the tennis
team, taking the stats for the foot-
ball team, and most prominently,
banging out those four controver-
sial notes on her drum at each
parade, every rally, and all those
football and basketball games as
a Turners Falls Marching Indian.

As a TFHS graduate myself, [
can say with certainty the most
memorable moment from my
high school career came at the
Turkey Day Rally my senior
year.

As a senior cheerleader, I was

first to escort one of the senior
football captains to his place on
the gymnasium floor. As the foot-
ball team and the cheerleading
squad waited in the hallway, out-
side the gym doors, [ recall the
nervous butterflies in my stom-
ach and the rose my football
player placed in my hands. 1 was
saddened knowing this would be
my last rally; so were the rest of
the seniors in the corridor.
Everything seemed so final.
Everyone in the hallway seemed
a little quiet.

It wasn’t until “The Chop”
started playing as our cue to enter
the gym that I was suddenly
overcome by an incredible rush
of adrenalin. My nostalgia faded
away and | never felt more
school pride than I did at that
moment or more privileged to be

a Turners Falls Indian. [ turned
and looked at my squad and the
football team for a brief second
before entering the gym, and I
saw their smiles, heard their
cheers, and felt unified by that
energy. | remember what a gifi
just hearing the rhythm of “The
Chop™ gave us all at that
moment,

It breaks my heart that this
year’s seniors will never know
that feeling, and my little sister, a
freshman, band member, and
cheerleader, may also be robbed
of feeling that spirit and knowing
that passion that filled the air on

Thanksgiving Eve in the form of

four traditional drum beats.

Now before anyone gets bent
out of shape, questions my
motives, or assumes | am a
biased European, 1 will inform
them that I am a Canadian, Irish,
Gypsy, and Cherokee. Totally
and utterly set up to fail in the
area of nationality stigmas, and

trust me, I have heard them all:
Canuck, Drunkard... you name it.
But the fact is, 1 take pride in who
I am, and accept that assumptions
will be made regardless.

[ can also say that censoring a
majority is not the way to solve
any problem. That line is not
only very fine, but hazy and
skewed with jagged edges: where
does it start and where does it
end, and what the heck is in the
middle? Taking a song away
from a bunch of adolescents from
a tiny school, in a small village,
within a town that no one has
ever heard of, will not make the
CNN daily news, nor compel the
NFL to change the name of the
Washington Redskins. It will not
entice Major League Baseball to
“grow a conscience” and tell the
Cleveland Indians to take a hike.
or rule the Atlanta Braves can no
longer play “The Chop™ at their
games. The NCAA is not about
to take the “Florida State™ chop

away from Florida State.

This is a witch hunt with no
stable ground. These children are
not responsible for the ill treat-
ment of Native Americans some
hundreds of years ago. They get
up at 6 a.m., go to school every
day, complete ridiculous
amounts of homework, manage
to keep their GPA at a level that
allows them to participate in
extra-curricular activities, and
then they go to practice or get out
on the court or the field and play
their hearts out in the name of the
Indians. Where is the disrespect?

“The Chop” is the heartbeat of
my Alma Mater. It is a tradition
lasting some 30 years, at least.
Taking it away may easc the
minds of a handful people in this
commurity, but in return it will
break the spirit of hundreds of
children.

[ hope it’s worth it.

— Jocelyn Glabach
Turners Falls

RAMBLING RAMPS

BY BRYAN DOLAN
TURNERS FALLS - Are bikers
the most generous people in the
world? Yes, they are. At least, the
Mohawk Ramblers are.

On Saturday, over a dozen
members of this local motorcycle
club descended into downtown
Turners Falls with trucks, trailers,
and miscellaneous implements of
destruction to move the Turners
Falls Sk8 Park from its former
2nd Street site to its new home on
11th Street. The property on 11th
Street was generously made
available for a temporary (three-
year) home for the park by own-
ers James and Christa Capen of
Greenfield.

The ramps, some as big as 14
by 16 feet, were not designed to
be moved. Thanks to the volun-
teers, including local sculptor
Joseph Landry, who brought his

tractor and trailer, and Shanahan’s
Construction Supply, who pro-
vided a boom truck, the reloca-
tion went off without a hitch!
Around 11:00 a.m., pedestri-
ans and drivers along Avenue A
may have noticed a bizarre con-
voy of enormous ramps and
trucks led by the Montague
police. It was an amazing display
of cooperation and community
involvement, and a very encour-

aging start for the new skate park.

The skaters and the Turners
Sk8& Park steering committee sin-
cerely appreciate everyone’s help.

Donations are still being
sought to pave and fence the 11th
Street location. To make a dona-
tion, or to join the Friends of the
Turners Falls Sk& Park (510
adults, $2 students), contact Ruth
Nervig at the Brick House, PO.
Box 135, Turners Falls, 01376.
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Tim de Christopher, the Stoneguy, extends a hearty THANKS

to the Mohawk Ramblers Motorcycle Club and ALL the folks
who helped move ALL the ramps from the SK8 ®Park, !

VETER WATERS
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Exterior

978-544-6 534

Surviving ‘After the Maytlower’

Well, in Rhode Island and
southeastern Massachusetts, we
have finally survived the first
televised episode of “We Shall
Remain: *After the Mayflower™
It was dramatic, anthropologi-
cally correct Hollywood in look
and sound. It was not, as adver-
tised, “PBS series retells
nation’s history from Native
American perspective”. It may
speak for Hollywood screen-
writers and academics who con-
sider themselves historians, or
possibly those few Puritan
descendants who see their
ancestors as pious, smooth talk-
ing terrorists, like (Indian heads
on poles) Miles Standish. But,
this first episode 1s far from the
perspective of the Wampanoag,
Pequot or Narragansett tribes
referenced in the press releases.

Residents of  western
Massachusetts might rightfully
ask, “If this story portrays King
Philip’s War, where are the
major  historic  events at
Northfield and Turners Falls?”
Wampanoags  might  ask,
“Where were the events of the
suspected Colonial assassination
of Wamsutta, who for two criti-
cal years was chiel of the

Il Wampanoag, before his brother

*King Philip’ — Metacom?”
The screenwrilers saw only

rivalry in Narragansett and
Bl Wampanoag relations. How
Il intentionally blind is the per-
spective that misses
|| Narragansett Chiel Sachem
Canonchet’s Great Swamp

refugee fort declaration to the
Colonists, “Not one

Wampanoag, nor the paring of a
Wampanoag’s nail will 1 release
to you.”

Scriptwriters, in this begin-
ning episode, where are the tens
of thousands of years of history
and culture and loving respect
for our Mother the Earth that
predate the coming of the
Mayflower? PBS, where is the
Native American perspective?
How could you lose something
so grand and glorious and now,
more than ever, so needed?

— Doug Harris

Senior Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer
Narragansett Indian Tribe

Tomahawk

Chop Redux

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -

GILL-MONTAGUE - The
controversy overt the Gill-
Montague school district’s mora-
torium on the Turners Falls High
School marching band’s use of
the Tomahawk Chop fight seng
continued Tuesday, with school
committee chair Mary Kociela
saying the committee plans to
make a final decision on the
issue by May 12th.

The school committee has
participated in hearings with stu-
dents and community members
on the subject, and more meet-
ings with students at the high

see REDUX pg 10

18th Annual Poetry Awards

GREENFIELD — The 18th
annual Poet’s Seat poetry
awards ceremony will take
place at 7 p.m. on April 29th in
the Capen room at the
Stoneleigh-Burnham School, on
Bernardston Road.

The Poet’s Seat poetry con-
test has been sponsored by the
Friends of the Greenfield Public
Library annually since 1990.
The competition is held in
honor of Frederick Goddard
Tuckerman, who resided in
Greenfield from 1847 until his
death in 1873, and was consid-
ered by his contemporaries —
Emerson, Thoreau, and
Tennyson — to be a gified poet.

All finalists will be reading
their poems at the ceremony and
awards will be given in three

categories: first, second and
third place in the adult division
and the two top poems of the
youth divisions — ages 12-14
and 15-18. A chapbook with all
of the poems will be available to
all who attend.

The adult first prize winner
will receive stewardship of the
Poet’s Seat chair, with their
name on a plaque listing all the
previous winners, a handcrafted
Poet’s Platter, a gift certificate to
the Poetry Ridge Bed and
Breakfast and a gift certificate to
a local bookstore. All other win-
ners will receive a handcrafied
Poet’s mug along with a gifi cer-
tificate to a local bookstore.

This event is free and open to
the public, and refreshments
will be served.

Wendell
MA
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PARZYCH from pg 1

He sprinkles them liberally
throughout his memoir, and piles
on a few extra calamities like
pandemic lu. world war, and the
Great  Depression  whenever
things start looking up for Ma
and Pa and the 13 kids. The Four
Winds students looked up to him
with a kind of awe, as i’ Abe
Lincoln or Job had wandered into
their classroom and sat down to
give them a lesson on civil strife,
or patience.

“Did you ever make peace
with your father?” one youngster
wanted to know.

“Oh yes,” replied Parzych,
who seemed more than willing to
put the razor strop, the serial
slaughter of pets, and Pa’s alco-
hol-fueled tirades behind him.
*When he got older, he mel-
lowed.”

“Did you ever get a pet you
could keep?” asked another.,

“A dog.” recalled Parzych,

“named Skippy.”

Then he added, “Pa tried to
sell Skippy when a woman came
by and offered five dollars for

him. Five dollats was a lot of

money.” But when his father
ordered him to tie a rope lo
Skippy’s collar, and the woman
gaw tears in Joe's eyes, she
relented, and he gol to keep the
dog,

“Did Turpners Falls have a
functional, well-used trolley sys-
tem?" asked one punctilious lad.

*“You could get on a trolley in
Turners Falls and go all the way
to New York City,” answered
Parzych. Conversely, you could
gel on an excursion lrain from
New York and take it direct 10
Lake Pleasant, a resort town in
the old days, he added.

Asked to compare the Great
Depression to the one America
seems to be living through now,
Parzych laughed. “There's no
comparison,” he said. “These
would be considered good times.

There were no unemployment
benefits, no government relief
programs...”

He told the tale of a Riverside
man who had purchased a late
Model T Ford, “with four new
tires on it,” who wound up selling
the car for four dollars when jobs
dried up after the crash of 1929,

*“He had to feed his family.”

Parzych recalled the 30s as a
findamentally different era. “The
thing was, there wasn’t too much
crime. People went everywhere
looking for work. City folks
wouldn't open their doors, but
country folk were kinder. They'd
give them a sandwich,” and in
return unemployed men would
“usually split some wood; they
didn’t want charity.”

But one night a neighbor by
the name of Keating found *three
or four men at his door, asking to
sleep in his barn. He ran them off
his property. That night his barn
bumed down.”

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

subsequent offense,

possession of a

Arrests for Intent to Distribute Drugs dass B substance

Tuesday, 4/7
8:05 p.m. Report of a

domestic disturbance at a J
Street address.  Arrested

Charged with assault and
battery, domestic and assault
and battery with a dangerous

weapon. Arressted [

]
I Charged with
assault and battery, domes-
tic.

11.07 p.m. Following a traffic
stop, arrested N SN Charged with disturb-

]
|
Charged with operating a
motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, second
offense, speeding, failure to
use signal, possession of an
open container of alcohol ina

Charged with assault with a
dangerous weapon and a
threat to commit a crime.
5:50 p.m. Report of a bark-
ing dog at a Park Street
address. Referred to an offi-
cer.

Friday, 410

1223 am. Report of a

neighbor disturbance atan H
Street  address.

Arrested

ing the peace.

2:03 p.m. Report of an ani-
mal complaint at a Fourth
Street address. Referred o
an officer.

2:30 p.m. Report of fraud at
a Montague  Avenue
address. Services rendered.

with intent to distrib-
ute and possession of a
class D substance with intent
to distribute, manufacture or
cultivate. Arrested N
I
I
Charged with possesion of a
class B drug, possession ofa
class B substance with intent
to distribute, possession of a
class D ditug and possession
of a class D drug with intent
to distribute.

Saturday, 4/11
4:37 am. Assisted

Greenfield police at a
Conway Street address.
11:07 a.m. Report of vandal-
ism ata Main Street address.
2:05 p.m. Report of larceny
at an Oakman Strest
address. Services rendered.
8:47 p.m. Report of an acci-
dent with property damage.

Perhaps the quality of mercy

12:29 p.m. Report of burgla-
ry [ breaking and entering at
a Griswold Street address.
Investigated,

12:38 p.m. Report of tres-
passing at a Seventh Strest
address. Reporter advised of
options.

1,56 pm. Report of larceny
at a Montague Cily Road
address.

2:44 pm. Report of an ani-
mal complaint at a Park
Street address. Peace
restored.

10:10 p.m. Arrested I

o ]
Bl tvo default warrants.

Tuesday, 4/14

6:14 am. Officer inifiated
investigation of vandalism at
Our Lady of Czestochowa
church on K Street.

7:32 am. Report of vandal-
ism at a K Street address.
Investigated.

9:06 a.m. Report of larceny

was a bit strained, considering,

One boy, impressed by the
chapter in Jep 's Place where Mr.
Degrano lets young Joe blow up
stumps with dynamite, asked
what the fuses had looked like.

“Thick as a clothesline,”
replied Parzych. “Smooth and
shiny, with a coating like shellac,
Inside was gun powder, like a
firecracker.

“Any of you get to have fire-
crackers?” he wondered. Not
much nodding of heads at this,
but a vague sense of recognition,
maybe from the movies.

“Where was Cold Brook
Farm?” someone else demanded.

Parzych described the place
where his parents had share-
cropped for a time, and said Dr.
Viadero now lived at the site
where his parent’s house once
stood, on Greenfield Road in
Montague,

Asked how he became a
writer, Parzych related that he
became a public relations man in
the army, afier getting kicked out
of Northfield Mount Hermon for
falling asleep in advanced gram-
mar class. I was ashamed to go
back to Turners Falls High
School,” he admitted. *'1 was the
first boy 10 get accepted at NMH

from Gill in ten years, So | joined
the army.

“I'd never been beyond
Greenfield by myself before.
Now | was transporied all these
places... drove a staff car in
Washington D.C., traveled by
train to California, saw the moun-
tains and the desert, quite an eye
opener.”

Then he was stationed in
Japan, with the Korean conflict
about to break out, where he
“organized various kinds of mis-
chief,” among his paratrooper
regiment while enduring short
rations in Hokkaido, as post-war
Japan was literally starving.

He developed a talent for the
written word as a PR man, “writ-
ing about how the worst drunk in
the regiment got a good conduct
medal or something,” pieces that
would be reprinted in stateside
newspapers.

“Why did you use “Faith,
Hope and Other Disasters™ in the
title of vour book?” asked one
girl.

“My mother was very reli-
gious,” said Parzych. “She
always had great hope and faith
for wondertful things to come, but
what showed up was disaster.”
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Don't Just Talk the Talk

Sat., May 2 at the Tech School

£ 9 Donate online at www.fchec.org

Walk the Walk...

More info? 773-3555 or
infol@fchec.org.
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| "THACTORS FOR FARM, HOME & CONSTRUCTION |

Jl We Carry John Deere and Kubota Tractors, Stihl Chain Saws, i
f! Blowers, Tractor Mowers, Ariens Snow Blowers. ()

Also: @ Wood Chippers
® Fire Proof Safes

=

® Log Splitters @ Winches fi
® Materials Handling Equipment

|

i

— ST ) ||
- |

SIRUMEQUIPMENT (COMPANY,NC. :

RTE. 64 MONTAGUE

motor vehicle and posses- E:55 pm. Report of an ani-
sion of a classAdrug. mal mmmajnt at a ']'aymr Arrested_ from a Rod ShDﬂ Road A
: : ddress. :

Wednesday, 4/8 Heights address. Services F a ; | L
0:11 p.m. )I'?eport of animal  rendered. ‘ Charged with 2:25 p.m. Report of animal i T
complaint at a Fourth Strest 8:37 p.m. Following 3 traffic Oifelrat’”gea mqtof;' VEh'dE; cgf;zplalntat a Central Strest 4

otop, amested while under the influence of address. '.
AL e et S . liquor, driving to endanger 4:25 p.m. Officer initiated :
Thursday, 43 f and possession of an open arrest of N 4 310 FEDERAL STRERT
1230 am. Report of 8 oy o with pos- container of acohol in 2 [N |
domestic disturbance atanL " g motor vehicle e
Street eddress. Amested ScSION Of @ class B drug, ' traight t 'l

possession of a class Ddrug, Monday, 4/13 SUAAEWAR A

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 46 YEARS ;I
|

A13-367-2481

$0.1.C.o.

TURNS LAWN CARE

Spedializing in afl aspects of Lawn and Property Maimtenance.
Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
“Spring Clean Up and
Season-Long Property Maintenance”
Residential & Commerdal - Fully Insured

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

MARK orF EXCELLENCE
AWARD WINNER

o7

RON SICARD

Sules Professions|

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.
54 MAIN ST

POBOX 729
GREENFIELD, MA 01301

Phone (413) 773-367%

) Fax (413) 774-5746
DILLON@CROCKER COM
Toll Free 1-800-698-3678

FCREAT FAILS
‘ {‘m g
COFFIE COMBNY

4 Main Road, Gill

4010

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT
Foreign and Domestic

Geri |
Ac RB,CRS, GRI

Seniors
Real Estate
Support

REALTORS

66 French King Highway
Gill. MA 01376

oaatanet it o, atad _ﬂ;gg}.f!‘ﬁ'\‘:-},‘_-fi‘:'mtx e
F A sumpiuous Ty,
array of sifk, heirfoom wihites, velveleen, i
rayon, wool & Japanese printed cotfons.
Vintage-inspired buttons, jewelry & Scarves.

Delectable Mountain Cloth
A 125 Main Street, Brattiebore, VT 05301 ;.__.

www.delectablemountain.com

Propane
Filling
Station

()()

Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-300-439-3049

8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.) ==

()()

(413) KA3-97358
Fax (413) 863.0730

N+ please visit our website or the store for even more
(802) 257-4456 ’ :
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BY MARCY MARCHELLO

TURNERS FALLS — Looking
for a different activity to enjoy
locally with your family this
spring? Do you enjoy mystery
and adventure on a small scale? If
so, letterboxing may be right up

Great Falls Treasure Hunt

your alley.

Letterboxing has been gaining
popularity in the U.S. for the past
ten years, yet it is still a relatively
unknown pastime, in part due to
its secretive nature. In this unique
type of treasure hunt, seekers fol-

Hlke to Hcrmlt S

 Hermits Castle

ERVING - If a man’s home is
his castle, then a certain cave in
Erving might well be a castle: it
was the home of British-born
hermit John Smith in the latter
half of the 19th century.

Protected within Erving State
Forest, the cave today is wild
and woodsy, albeit with telltale
signs of Smith’s gardens. On
Sunday, April 19th, from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Allen Young and Clare
Green will show visitors how to
find it, starting off on the
Metacomet-Monadnock  Trail
and then taking a spur to the
cave.

Sponsored by the Athol Bird
& Nature Club, the hike is free

and open to the
public. Hikers will
meet in the Freight
House Antiques
parking lot on
Route 2 in Erving
Center. The terrain
ranges from easy
to difficult, with a
few steep stretch-
es. Participants
should dress for
the weather, with
appropriate
footwear, and
bring lunch and
water. Inclement
weather cancels
the outing.
Questions? Call
Young at 978-249-
7612 or Green at
978-544-7421.

Royalston, Young
is the

Pl

A resident of

author of North of

low clues to locate hidden boxes
that contain rubber stamps.
Imprinting the stamps in your
personal logbook proves you
were there and serves as a sou-
venir of the experience,

Once you “stamp in,” the
stamp is replaced inside the let-
terbox and re-hidden for the next
seeker to find. Letterboxing is
especially appealing to kids, sen-
iors and those of us who can
squeeze a micro-adventure here
and there into our busy lives.

Letterboxes are usually hidden
outdoors, but sometimes indoors
too. Finding them may involve a
short walk or a long hike. The
clues are posted on-line and the
experiences you have finding
them are crafled by the person
who plants the letterbox.

Those who take to letterbox-
ing are likely to start carving
stamps and creating letterboxes
of their own. Part of the mystique
of letterboxing is that stamps are
typically handmade, thus this

Castle

Quabbin  Revisited, which
includes the story and photos of
Hermit’s Castle. Green, a resi-
dent of Warwick, is an educator
and a naturalist, and a graduate
of the North Quabbin Woods
Guide Training Program.

The Athol Bird & Nature
Club manages the Millers River
Environmental Center and
maintains a natural history col-
lection there, holds meetings
featuring members or outside
speakers, organizes field trips
all over southern New England,
offers intensive workshops and
institutes on specific natural his-
tory topics, and organizes
regional biological inventories,
including biodiversity surveys,
bird counts, and butterfly and
dragonfly records.

More information about the
ABNC is available on the web at
www.millersriver.net. New
members are welcome.

aew oj HM ;\fz/f?rr River j; om Hermits ( am'f

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00

curious pursuit often has person-
al, artistic and sometimes even
educational twists.

The Great Falls Discovery
Center now offers a letterbox
experience to the public. Clues
can be obtained on-line or at the
Center. Several letterboxes are
hidden on site and provide a
scavenger hunt-like opportunity
that might take up to an hour.
Most of the boxes just contain a
stamp, but one box also has a log-
book inside where finders can
note their visit and leave a stamp
imprint of their own.

I you take to this activity, you
may choose to create a trail name
of your own and a signature
stamp to leave in all the logbooks
you find. Part of the fun of find-
ing a letterbox is flipping through
the logbook to see all the stamps
other letterboxers have left inside
from far and wide.

Letterboxes are also hidden at
Bartons Cove, and Wendell State
Forest has quite a few. More can

PLANNER from pg 1
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be found along the Connecticut
River Valley. There are thousands
in Massachusetts.

To find out more about letter-
boxing and to locate letterboxes
wherever you may travel, visil
www.letterboxing.org or
www.atlasquest.com.

On Friday, April 24th, the
Great Falls Discovery Center will
host a letterboxing program
designed to assist people with
mobility impairments and other
disabilities in finding letterboxes.
Anyone is welcome to attend this
free introductory activity, which
takes place from 11 aam. to 3 p.m.
To register, call All Out
Adventures at (413) 527-8980.
The program is sponsored by the
Department of Conservation and
Recreation’s Universal Access
Program. For more information
on accessible recreation activities
offered throughout Massachusetts,
call (413) 545-5353 or visit
www.mass,gov/der/universal acc
ess.

the zoning bylaws to allow for drive throngh restaurants in Erving

zone is in Greenfield, where the
commercial district overlies a
small corner of the aquifer. On
Wednesday, Eric Twarog, senior
planner for the city of Greenfield,
said since Sloan had brought the
matter to his attention, “T've
talked with the chair of our plan-
ning board, Roxanne
Wedegartner, and she agrees we
should probably amend our zon-
ing bylaws to prohibit gas stations
anywhere within our groundwa-
ter protection zone. If you read
the purpose defining our zoning
bylaws, it would be unlikely that
a request to put in a gas station
within the protection zone would
be approved. We agree the zoning
bylaw needs to be amended to
prohibit gas stations entirely for
the groundwater protection
zone.”

The nearly 60 town residents
who showed up at the hearing did
not seem much persuaded by
Sloan’s information. A straw poll
taken towards the end of the
meeting, when only about half the
audience remained, found the
great majority raising their hands
in support of changing the town’s
zoning to allow a gas station to be

constructed in the groundwater
protection zone, with only three
hands raised in opposition, and a
smattering of undecideds.

“I'm all about safety and pro-
tection of the groundwater,” said
Eric Semb, who gathered 176 sig-
natures in support of the bylaw
change at his bowling alley,
where for the past few weeks the
neon sign out front flashed an
invitation to residents to attend
the public hearing.

He brought an expert, Andy
Bissonette from SRS Petroleum
Services, to address the crowd.

“I build gas stations,” said
Bissonette. I clean them up. 1 do
different things with them.”

Although the petition was
written to amend the bylaws to
allow for aboveground petroleum
storage tanks, Bissonette brought
a large diagram of a double-lined
underground fiberglass storage
tank. When planning board alter-
nate Jacquie Boyden pointed out
that Department of
Environmental Protection regula-
tions prohibit underground stor-
age tanks in an aquifer protection
zone, someone in the crowd

continued on next page

MATTIE'S PLACE OF ERVING

Grinders, Pizzas & A Whole Lot More

Full menu available ~ Dine In, Take Out, Free Delivery
French King Entertainment Center

Sun - Thurs: 10 am -

55 French King Highway : +
(413) 423-3032 Soft Serve Ice Cream .

10 pm ~ Fri and Sat: 10 am - Midnight

« Clay/Stone Sculpture

« Pottery

« Fine Art Drawings and

Painfings

1 r BY CHANCE OR

TELEPHONE 413.863.9299 APPOINTMENT.

email: carriagehouse@signedinstone.com

! 65 CAnAL STREET ® TURNERS FALs, MA 01376

Brian Bowden-Smith
Lic: PL31465-]
413-863-5218
413-834-2576
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demanded, “Then why are we
talking about underground stor-
age?”

Bissonette explained the leak
detection system for both types of’
storage tanks was similar.

“Has there ever been a failure
of containment of one of these
aboveground tanks?” asked plan-
ning board chair Jeff Dubay.

“I won’t say there’s never
been one. Very seldom do I go in
and find a double-walled tank
that I'm replacing,” Bissonette
replied.

Semb said the two storage
tanks at his proposed gas station,
each of which would hold up to
12,000 gallons of fuel, would be
computer monitored, “twenty-
four hours a day.”

“I am the chair of the board of
health,” said Deb Mathey, rising
from her seat in the crowd. “I
want assurance there will be no
leakage at all. We have the best
drinking water in the state. [
know, because [ test it!”

Sloan read the findings of a
three-year DEP “leak autopsy
study” from Florida, which has
more of a track record with
aboveground gas station storage
tanks  than  Massachusetts.
Between 2003 and 2006, the
study showed, 284 leaks were
reported at aboveground tanks in
Florida, mainly due to problems
in the dispensing system, includ-
ing loose connections in the
pipes, with spill bucket problems
and tank overfills being less fre-
quent causes. Since Massachu-
setts requires aboveground stor-
age tanks to be of metal construc-
tion, Sloan said regular painting
and maintenance should prevent
the rust and corrosion that was
often the cause of failure of single
walled underground tanks.

“At all cost you should try to
prevent spills from happening,
because it’s a very costly endeav-
or to replace a public water sup-
ply,” Sloan said.

Dubay estimated it would cost
the town of Erving $2 million to
replace the Ervingside well, pro-
vided a place could be found in
town to create a new public
drinking water supply, if the pres-
ent well were to be contaminated.

Semb said his insurance com-
pany would sell him a million-

dollar policy for $750 to insure
against damage to the aquifer,
because the risk of accident was
considered so slight.

Still, Erving has some recent
experience with leaking oil in the
aquifer protection zone.
Selectboard chair Andy Tessier
recalled that a leak had occurred
at the 3,000-gallon underground
fuel storage tank at the Erving
Elementary School, the site of the
public hearing, back in 2002.

“Nothing happened to the
water,” Tessier said.

In a phone interview after the
hearing, DEP spokesperson
Catherine Skeba confirmed, “The
groundwater was not impacted,”
by the elementary school leak,
which occurred in Zone 11 of the
aquifer. She said an estimated
588 gallons of heating oil leaked
from a double-walled fiberglass
storage tank installed in 1994 at
the elementary school, and the
cause of the leak “appeared to be
a cracked pipe fitting.”
Remediation work to clean up the
soil, install monitoring wells, and
test for contamination continued
until 2005.

Charlie Paulin, business man-
ager for Erving School Union 28,
said to his recollection the cost of
the multi-year cleanup was paid

for by the contractor’s insurance,
as the oil tank was moved during
the course of renovating the ele-
mentary school. The school dis-
covered the leak by comparing
invoices for fuel deliveries.

Tessier said if Erving amends
the bylaws to allow the construc-
tion of a gas station within the
aquifer protection zone, the DEP
would probably require the town
of Erving to conduct and pay for
quarterly testing of the ground-
water, at the cost of “several hun-
dred dollars a test.” The current
bylaw allows the town (o score
higher on the state’s rating sys-
tem for grant eligibility, and a
change to the aquifer protection
bylaw would likely lower the
town’s score for grant eligibility
somewhat, Tessier said,

Responding to a question from
the floor about the possibility of a
collision causing an accident to
aboveground storage tanks,
Bissonette said the tanks would
be protected by dikes and bol-
lards from truck or vehicle colli-
sion. In terms of fire risk, he said
static electricity and vapors were
more of a concern than collision
to the storage tanks,

Sloan said gas stations are cur-
rently permitted by special permit
in Erving Center. She said the site

Semb was proposing for a gas
station near the bowling alley
was “up gradient” from the
town’s well, meaning any spills
would flow toward the public
drinking supply.

After the hearing, she said, “It
all comes down to what level of
risk is acceptable to the residents
of Erving.”

Proponents of the zoning
bylaw change have argued the
town needs a gas station, so resi-
dents don’t have to drive to Gill
or Orange to fill their tanks.

An earlier straw poll showed
overwhelming  support  for
Semb’s proposal to allow for
drive-through restaurants in the
Central Village zone.

Responding to a question from
the floor as to whether the plan-
ning board would work to estab-
lish an area in town where drive-
through restaurants could be
located, Dubay talked of traffic
problems and sprawl between
Athol and Orange, and on
Federal Street in Greenfield, and
noted, “After we worked on the
bylaws and worked for the rules,
it’s hard for us to turn around and
say, ‘Yeah, forget that rule,’
because the town voted on it.”

Both  petitioned  articles,
according to town counsel Donna

MacNicol, are incomplete, and
would fail to pass muster with the
attorney general’s office. She
advised the town to amend the
articles at town meeting to allow
for a referendum — which would
in effect be a straw poll of town
sentiment — as to whether to
allow a gas station in the aquifer
protection zone, or a drive-
through restaurant in the Central
Village zone. A simple majority
would suffice to pass the amend-
ed articles,

The planning board and
selectboard have agreed to work
together to enact the specilied
changes according to the zoning
bylaws, if town meeting votes

affirmatively to ask them W
£

to do so.

Cartoonists and

Illustrators Wanted

If you would like to apply your
graphic skills to some editorial car-
tooning for your local community
newspaper, please send a sample
of your work to the Montague
Reporter at 58 4th Street, Tumers
Falls, MA 01376, or email to:
reporter@montaguema.net. We are
happy to receive original carfoons,
or to suggest a topic for illustrators
to draw. For more information, call
413-863-8666.

Cy of us would want to be

O Y

called if our teens were
at a party where
alcohol was served.

From the 2008 survey of Turners Falls High School and
Great Falls Middle School parents.

(R R TR TR R T
1

iobk Ho

w Much We Care!

Brought to you by the Gill-Montague Community School Partnership.

GREENFIELD -
CENTER MONTAGUE| "
THE BOOKMILL | "'

SCHOOL
* K-8th Grades

* Social Justice Focus
* 2Teachers per classroom 1
+ Individualized approach
* Project-based

Bought and Sald

BOB PACY

dren since 1981

413-367-0309] « =+

o

AYS BUYING
CDs LPs & DVDs

Mary Lou Emond
Certified Residential Specialist

COHN &
COMPANY
Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street *+ PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

(781) 438-B489
{508) 633-2552

413-367-9763

& Psychotherapys s

Ronald Sigmund Meck MA, CAGS, LMHC

30 years in practice
« Traditional Talk Therapy

» Expressive Arts « Body Psychology
« Adults, Teens, Children, Couples & Families

bigsigmund @aol.com

413-695-9743
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Prom F'a;l'\ion Show

BY JOSHUA GAMMON

TURNERS FALLS — On March
11th, the National Honor Society
presented another installment of
the TFHS annual Prom Fashion
Show. The event showcased
many different gowns and tuxe-
dos for high school students
attending prom in the coming
month. Attire was provided by
Aliber’s Bridal Shop, and was
modeled by the members of the
Turners Falls High School
National Honor Society. Each
year, ticket sales and donations
are sent to a charity of the group’s
choice, varying from year to year,
generally to help people in for-
eign countries or benefiting local
families in need. But this year the
show had a personal touch.

Afier the recent loss of long-
time art teacher Mary Forrest, the
society decided to donate the
funds to the  Hirshberg
Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer
Research in her memory. Junior

member Evan Pleasant thought
of the idea as a way to represent
the school’s deep sorrow after
Mrs. Forrest’s death, and to help
find a cure for pancreatic cancer.

and donations for the Hirshberg
Foundation, and over $50 for the
newly created Mary Valley
Forrest Memorial Scholarship
Fund for seniors pursuing a major

ScHooL
LG

in the either art or music.

“The family of Mrs.
Forrest are very apprecia-
tive and moved by the
decision to remember
and honor Mary in this

With that in mind, many busi-
nesses in the community donated
door prizes and other goods 1o
add to the benefit in Mrs.
Forrest’s memory. All of the
ladies” hairstyles were donated by
Chris & Co., Absolutely
Fabulous Hair, and A Turning
Point; all corsages, boutonniéres,
and flowers were designed and
donated by Floral Affairs. The
outpouring of community sup-
port for this year’s event, even in
light of the economic downturn,
proved to all involved that this
year’s fashion show was special.

The show was a great success;
it raised over $600 in ticket sales

2 P.M.

R AR
ELL EARTH DAY
CELEBRATION

__7 SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH

1

} 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON - ANNUAL TOWN-

72" WIDE CLEAN UP & WORK PARTY / OPEN

Pa HOUSE AT THE COMMUNITY GARDEN

MEET AT THE TOWN BARN AT 9 A.M. TO
HELP PICK UP ROADSIDE LITTER ;

10 A.M. TO 2 P.M. - CELEBRATION ON THE } )
COMMON & TOWN HALL INCLUDING
FLOCAL AND REGIONAL GROUPS FOCUSING ON |
7 ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND
SUSTAINABLE LIVING, LOCAL FARMERS,
ARTISTS, HERBALISTS & MORE.

12 NooN - COMMUNITY POT LUCK &
LIVE MUSIC WITH KELLIANA

- FISKE POND WORK PARTY
MEET AT THE TOWN PARKING LOT WITH
CLIPPERS & BOW SAWS TO HELP
/  CLEAN UP STORM DAMAGE.

way,” said one colleague and
family member of the late Mrs.
Forrest. “Mary loved working
with the students in Gill-
Montague, and [ know she is
missed by her students as well as
her family and friends.”

Donations to the Mary Valley
Forrest Scholarship Fund are
welcomed, and can be sent care
ol the Turners Falls High School,
Turnpike Road, Montague, MA
01351.

REDUX from pg 6

Hmna f mﬁmf’, rm!er’ and students [from
the Springfield Renaissance Schoo/

school are planned.

Strong Oak, a member of the
local Native American communi-
ty, attended the meeting on April
14th, and spoke of her personal
experience of being taken away
from her community as a child,
and ol the history of the genocide
of Native Americans, as well as
the discrimination that continues

BUDGET from pg 1

neither Hanold nor Abbondanzio
would commit to firm budget
numbers on Wednesday, but both
said Montague is facing an FY
‘10 budget gap of its own that
ranges somewhere between
$250,000 and $315,000, without
further cuts in state aid.

Among the expected changes
to town services and spending
likely to be recommended to
town meeting this year are;

* A switch to private hauling
of curbside recycling, eliminat-
ing one or two jobs at the DPW,
and allowing for the sale of the
town’s two recycling vehicles.

* A cut from 20 to 17 hours for
the soon-to-be-advertised posi-
tion of senior center director, so
benefits will no longer be paid
tor that position.

* The completion of the
planned two-year reduction in
the amount the town pays
towards employee health bene-
fits, from 90% to 80%, allowing
for a slight reduction in that line
item in the coming fiscal year.

* An increase in operating
expenses for the police depart-
ment, based on a pre-occupancy
estimate of what it will cost to
run the new police station on
Tumpike Road.

* A hoped-for shift in payment
for the school resource officer to
the Gill-Montague school dis-

trict, now that the grant which
paid for that program has run its
course.”

Hanold said, “We are interest-
ed in questions and comments
from the public, which we will
take into consideration in pre-
senting final recommendations to
lown meeting.”

He added, “"We've shaved
everything as thin as we can. We
are making sure the library is still
funded at the level that meets
state certification guidelines, to
retain eligibility for interlibrary
loans.”

Abbondazio said, “If the
House Ways and Means budget
becomes final, we might as well
close up shop and go home,”
since that would mean a cut in
state aid of more than a half mil-
lion dollars since July 1st, ‘08,

The town administrator said it
may be that the Ways and Means
committee is trying to make the
situation look as grim as possible
to build support for raising new
revenues, in the form of an added
penny on the sales tax, a higher
gasoline tax, or local option taxes
on hotels, motels, and restau-
rants. If the legislature pursues
the latter option, Abbondanzio
said, the question becomes how
that money would be shared.
*“Will everyone share in the ben-
efit, or just the Northamptons of

the world?” Nﬂ

against Native Americans
to this day.

Students from the
Springfield Renaissance
School, led by their histo-
ry teacher, Marisa
Vanasse, gave a presenta-
tion to the school commit-
tee on what they consid-
ered to be the harm done
by racial stereotyping of
Native Americans as sym-
bols and mascots for sport-
ing events. The presenta-
tion included a slide show,
followed by the students making
statements individually on what
they considered to be a long tradi-
tion of distorting the history
between Native Americans and
European settlers, with Indians
typically portrayed as savage
warlike aggressors against white
settlers, rather than describing the
systematic destruction of the
Native American peoples that
nearly wiped out the original
inhabitants of this land. Those
that survived have continued to
be marginalized, the students
from Springfield Renaissance
contended, and the use of Native
American symbols for sports
teams, mascots and themes at
sporting events can be seen as a
continuation of the humiliation
and disrespect of their culture.

One said, “Native Americans
are the only race that are used as
sports mascots. The other most
common mascot are animals.”

The school committee thanked
the Springtield students for com-
ing to the meeting and sharing
their perspective. The committee
decided, with the approval of
high school principal Jeff Kenny,
to invite the students from
Springfield Renaissance to come
back and make a presentation to a
morning meeting in the high
school.

Kociela and other members of
the school committee will meet
with the student council prior to
the next discussion session with
the student body, to address con-
tinuing concerns among the stu-
dents at TFHS about the ban on
the use of ‘the Chop’. They
agreed to allow students to ask
direct questions of the school
committee members and get

answers from them. Na
0

SKIP’'S ROADSIDE DINER

PoOLISH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:30 AM—3:00 PM Daily - Closed Sundays

Best Polish Food this
side of Krakow!

24 French King Hwy @ TF Bridge
863-9991

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County's Most Convenient
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

774-7T775

VARIEY OF
Easy in-town location “i{‘m
Secure 24-hour access m(is

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors
and Artists encouraged to inquire

OUTURE 3&’0".

Stuce 7910

Professional Painting & Decorating
Contractor - Retailer

CALIFORNIA BRAND PAINTS - INDUSTRIAL COATINGS
PAINTS - STAINS - SUNDRIES - WALLPAPER - BRUSHES & ROLLERS
COMPUTER COLOR MATCHING - SANDBLASTING MEDIA - GLASS
ARTIST SUPPLIES - CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING/MATTING & MORE

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA = 413-863-4346
99 Years on the Avel

SINCE 1888 159 Avenue A
> Turners Falls, MA
AH. Rist 01376

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.
email: tracey@ahrist.com

web: www.ahrist.com

863-4373

Tracey Kuklewicz
Vice President

LOGOS & BRANDING &
GRAPHIC DESIGN &
ILLUSTRATION & : :
Copyﬁs,;rhzs g BOYSEN HODGS@N
BUSINESS STRATEGY &

INTERNET MARKETING €& 418 3@35% 93
MISSION & VIsoN €& www.h2om.com
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274R1.2, Gill

* gloves

* boots [413) 863-9543

Allan = David
email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM
WWW AICYCLE.COM

* accessories
« gift certificates
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Skate Park Funded

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The
fortunes of the Turners Falls Sk§
Park have improved markedly in
recent  weeks. First, the
Montague parks and recreation
commission voted to include the
Sk8 Park in plans for a renovated
Unity Park, contingent on town
meeting approving the discontin-
uance of Williams Way at the
special town meeting scheduled
for Thursday, April 30th. Second,
a great crew made up of the
Mohawk Rambler motorcycle

club. local businesses like
Shanahan Construction and
Young Construction, and con-

cerned residents like Nancy
Holmes and Joe Landry, got
together on Saturday morning
and moved the skate park ramps
from their original location on

2nd Street 1o the park’s new tem-

porary location on the corner of

Avenue A and 11th Street, a lot
owned by Jim and Christa
Capen, of Greenfield.

Finally, on Monday, the
Montague selectboard agreed to
provide $4,000 in program
income funds towards the fenc-
ing and paving of the park’s new
location, with the understanding
that $1.000 of that sum will be
paid back by the skate park com-
mittee by July. after they hold
planned fundraisers, including
one scheduled for this Sunday at
8:00 p.m. at the Rendezvous on
3rd Street, in Tumers Falls.

Ruth Nervig, of the Brick
House, and Bryan Dolan, of the
skate park steering committee,
said the committee already had

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG

Scam Empties Bank Account

Wednesday, 4/8 b

4:15 p.m. Breaking and
entering inte a vehicle on
Boyle Road, under
investigation.

Thursday, 4/9

1115 a.m. Animal com-

Mountain
checked same.

Saturday, 4/11
2:00 pm. Criminal com-

i!aint souiht aiainst

Road,
far

outstanding warmrant.

Monday, 4/13

4:20 p.m. Information
received of past break-
ing and entering attempt

plaint on Walnut Street,
6:04 pm. Report of
erratic operator on
French King Highway,
located subject. All OK.
7:31 p.m, Alarm on
Mount Hermon Campus,
all OK.

Friday, 4110

6:33 p.m. Report of pos-
sible restraining order
viclation on North Cross

Road, investigated
same.
7:33 p.m. Suspicious

subjects at a residence

N Cieged
with failure to register as
a sex offender, operating
a vehicle with revoked
registration, and expired
inspection sticker.

1115 p.m. Checked on
North Cross Road resi-
dent for past suspicious
activity.

Sunday, 4/12

10:15 a.m. Motor vehi-
cle accident on French
King Highway with
injuries.

1:33 p.m.  Arrested

on Grist Mill Road.

4:25 p.m. Report of a
scam that cccurred fo
French King Highway
resident, depleting all of
his funds from his bank
account. Under invest-
gation,

Tuesday, 4/14

6:33 p.m.  Assisted
Enving police with a dis-
turbance.

7:20 p.m.  West Gill
Road area investigated
for past reported distur-
bance.

Deli & Bakery

b Narm l-wus

If move of us valued food and cheer and song
above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world,
~J.R.R. Tolkein

As a locally owned cooperative, we've been
helping people celebrate with good food for
30 years in Franklin County.

Franklin Community Cooperative

Organic Produce

Supplements & Natural Groceries
Local Specialties

One co-op...two stores.

Green Fields Market

144 Main Street, Greenfield
M-F 8-8, Sat 9-6, Sun 10-5
(413) 773-9567

caﬁm@ﬂm

m!ume i

AT‘JM ’Jﬂﬂ-"f

MACFRET R ELLI
IWELBURNE FALLL o i Lt i3

McCusker’s Market
3 State Street, Shelburne Falls
Open Daily 7 -7

(413)625-9411

$1000 in hand 1o help pay for the
estimated $5000 cost of paving
and fencing at the new lot, but
doubted they would be able to
raise the rest of the needed cash
without town assistance before
the season was over the year.

“If we could get it going and
have the summer to pay back the
thousand while it’s up and run-
ning, that would be great,” said
Dolan.

Chair Allen Ross urged the
skate park organizers to “Keep it
neat.,” and Dolan assured the
board, “We’re under the micro-
scope for the next three years.”

The committee will also seek
$16,500 in program income
funds to pay for the design of a
permanent concrete skate park at
Unity Park, following the vote of

PARZYCH from pg 7

Except for the time the Sears
and Roebuck salesman showed
up with a gas-powered wringer
washer, and left it for Ma on spe-
cial dispensation from Saint Jude
for a free one-day trial, at which
she washed every last item of
apparel along with all the sheets
and curtains in the house, spread-
ing them to dry outside on the
bushes and lawns until the farm
resembled an exploded clothing
factory.

—
4 - IDEERFIELD VALLEY HEATING

AND COOLING, INC.

301 Wells Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
(413) 774-7672 Fax (413) 774-7699
An Independent LENNOX dealer
Licensed ~ Insured

Introducing to the Vall
The world’s 1st Solar Assisted Heat Pump

The SUNSOURCE

from L ENINOX )

town meeting on whether or not
to discontinue Williams Way.

In other sclectboard news, the
board approved a permit for the
Greal Falls Farmers Markel to
operate on Wednesday after-
noons, at the corner of 2nd and
Avenue A, from 3:00 to 6:00
pam., from May 6th to October
28th.

Market master Don Clegg
said, “We want Turners Falls to
be the place to go on
Wednesdays. with the Discovery
Center open until 4 p.m., the fish
ladder open till 5:00 pm., and
the farmers market open umtil
6:00 p.m. [soon].”

Clegg said new vendors were
encouraged to join the market,
and local musicians were wel-
come to sign up to play, by con-
tacting him at
sealeggsde(@yahoo.com. The
market will feature baked goods,
maple products and honey, fresh

The dozen students assembled
at his feet liked that chapter the
best, and Parzych told them that
story had been accepted and pub-
lished at Yankee Magazine, and
by Readers Digest, and went on

to take its place in a University of

Texas textbook. Who needs
advanced grammar?

*When you write a story, write
it like you're telling it to a friend,”
he told the students. They looked
up at him and nodded, as if

&

they understood.

egas, vegetable and herb plants,
perennials and annuals, and local
fresh  produce in
Community organizations are
also welcome to set up tables at
the market.

scason.

EXCAVATING

Fencing - Patios - Walks -
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING
413-863-3652

\/@M@

Eat In or Take Out!

BURRITOS,
BOWLS,
SOFT TACOS,
QUESADILLAS

Now servin
People’s Pint Beer
on tap!

(413) 772-2531

10 Fiske Ave -downtown Greenfield
Hours: Mon - Sat 11:30 am -9 pm

ASK ABOUT
ENERGY STAR

3078702

The First Energy Star Listed
Solar Water Heater from

/- EnerWoqu

e

Among The World's most efficient
Geothermal Heat Pumps ~
The Envision from

PLACE YOU

|= The Hoosae Tunnel & Wilrnington
|I and Deerfield River Railroads and
The Industries They Served

= Irmarie Joaes in the Greenfield Becorder

I A best seller bv Brian A. D{mel';nn
H Volume I ~ 1870 - 1910

| “A splendid hook, a stunning achievement” ? =

70 Allen Street
Greenfield, MA

Full service market
Fresh Local Produce
Beer & Wine

413-773-1100
FAX 413-773-1105

KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Rez #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owrner
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MONTAGUE ENERGY CORNER

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION

BY SALLY PICK
MONTAGUE CENTER - As
the temperature outside slowly
warms up (read: when will
spring ever get here?) you may
not think this is the time to have
an energy audit and consider
installing insulation and other
energy saving items. However,
since May is typically the slow-
est month for MassSave’s ener-
gy audit work, you’ll get a jump
on others for the next heating
season by calling for an audit
NOW.

And, while you may think
tightening up your house is only
helpful for reducing heating
bills, sealing up air leaks and
adding insulation to your house
will also lower your air condi-
tioning needs this summer. For
example, more insulation in
your attic will keep the heat that
builds up in the attic from com-
ing down into other parts of

Planting the
Seed for

Energy Savings

your home.

Planting trees and shrubs is
another way to cut down on
your cooling bill this summer;
moist, early spring weather is an
ideal time for planting.
According to the book,
Landscaping that Saves Energy
& Money, by Ruth Foster, “One
mature tree... provides as much
cooling as fifteen room-size air
conditioners.”

The best place to start plant-
ing is on the south and west
sides of your home. On the
south side, plant only deciduous
trees that grow tall, so that their
branches will not shade out win-
ter sun (you can lose about 25%
of the heat generated from low
winter sun from the shade of
branches). Remember to imag-
ine the mature size of whatever
you plant, to leave enough space
for the tree or shrub to spread its
roots and branches without get-

access station.

MCTV ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

The Montague Community Cable. Inc. annual board meeting
will be held on April 22nd, at 6:30 p.m. at the MCTYV studio locat-
ed at 34 Second Street in Turners Falls.

The agenda will include board officer nominations and

changes to bylaws, such as residency requirements. Now is the
time to get involved. Please join us and support your local cable

/’_\

clear Cho

QUALITY VINYL
REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS
SUNRISE

(413)498-4318

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Honest Work
Honest Prices! ‘

Mass. Contractor Reg.# 107 141
Mass. License 058565

ting too c¢lose to the house.

Since winter sun from the
west has no heating effect on
your home, you can plant either
deciduous or evergreen plants
on the west to shade out the hot,
afternoon summer sun. You also
might look at where your air
conditioner is located and plant
a shrub or tree to shade it, saving
you as much as 10% on your air
conditioner energy costs.

And for added winter
warmth, planting evergreens to
the north and northwest protects
your home from cold winter
winds.

For a source of low-mainte-
nance plants native to our area,
check out Nasami Farm in
Whately. Their website is
www.newfs.org/visit/nasami-
farm; their telephone number is
413-397-9922. Spring and sum-
mer hours are April 16th
through June 14th, Thursdays
through Sundays, 10 am. to 3
p.m.

[f you'd like to get a jump on
your neighbors for energy sav-
ing work on your home, call
MassSave at 866-527-7283 and
take advantage of their 75%
subsidies up to $2.000! More
information is online at
www.MassSave.com.

NEW SUPER from pg 1
the school administration, Rocke
said it was important the commit-

tee keep the administrative staff

in place. “We need good adminis-
trators just like we need good
teachers,” he said. He stressed the
importance of maintaining the
stability of the administrative
team when the district will have a
new superintendent and a new
school committee. Rocke told the
committee he had already spoken
to the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education, and
they had assured him they will
approve the contracts for the
administrative staff.

Rocke said he’s been told the
GMRSD  will qualify for
$770,000 in Title I federal stimu-
lus money. He said that in Boston,
Franklin County is considered at
the “cutting edge” in developing
methods of inter-district collabo-
ration.

Sargent Center

Sixth grade students from Gill
came to the school committee
meeting with a slide show presen-
tation documenting their visit to
Boston University's Sargent
Center for Outdoor Education in
New Hampshire this past
February. The Gill students raised
money for their weeklong visit to
the center by making pies, pack-

aging them and distributing them
to the community. They sent out
letters asking for donations and
raised over $4000, successfully
covering the entire cost for all of
the students who attended the
center. The students showed pho-
tos of themselves engaged in a
variety of outdoor activities, and
answered questions from the
school committee members about
their experiences. The all seemed
to have enjoyed the trip and found
it very educational. The group
thanked the school committee for
their support, especially as this
will be the last time Gill students
will be able to make the annual
trek. Boston University plans to
close the Sargent Center in
August, after 80 years of provid-
ing outdoor education at the
Hancock, NH factlity.

Efficiencies

In Monday night’s school
committee budget meeting, spe-
cial education director Nadine
Ekstrom reported on her progress
in developing new procedures to
make the special education pro-
grams she administers run more
efficiently, and to bring them into
compliance with state and federal
guidelines. She has moved Linda
Ellis into the position of chairper-
son of the elementary special edu-

see NEW SUPER pg 13

MCTV Channel 17 Afternoon/Evening Schedule 4/17 - 4/23

visit www.montaguema.net for complete schedule

Friday, April 17

2:00 p.m.  Reconciliation
Ceremony

2:30 p.m. Refusal 15

3:00 p.m. The Looming Crisis
in Qil Depletion

5:00 p.m. Seabrook 1977.
6:30 p.m. Seneka Falls

7:00 p.m. GMRSD 4/13/09 &
4/14/09

Saturday, April 18

1:00 p.m. Rozners Car Show
2:30 pm. Cristmas Candle
Light Service

3:30 pm. Inside The Artists
Studio: Ted Graveline

4:00 pm. Common Man Jeff
Brewer

530 pm. Common Man
Stephanie Marshal

7:00 p.m. Rozners Car Show
8:30 p.m. Cristmas Candle
Light Service

9:30 p.m. Common Man
Concert-Tim Van Egmond
10:40 p.m. Rozners Car Show
12:00 am. Common People

Fall Town String

Sunday, April 19

2:30 pm. Both Sides of the
Bridge

3:30 p.m. 2009 District Wide
Spelling Bee

5:00 p.m. All About Bats

5:20 p.m. Discovery Center:
Northern Bats

6:30 pm.  White House
Chronicle#1013-1014

7:30 pm. Why or Why Not
Nuclear Power?

10:30 p.m. Women Girls &
HIV:Services

11:00 p.m. UNpaneli
Monday, April 20

1:30 p.m. They Are Still There
2:30 p.m. The Spirit of Lake
Pleasant

4:30 p.m. The Flow of Time
5:30 p.m. Sustainable Energy
6:30 pm. On The Ridge:
Arrow Head Sports Shop
7:.00 pm. Select Board
4713/09

8:00 pm. Falls Table Mike

Ryan

9:00 p.m. Mind Control

9:30 p.m. Michael Nix

11:00 pm. MCTV Video
Camp 2007

Tuesday, April 21

1:30 p.m. Inside The Arists
Studio: Ted Graveline

2:00 p.m. Independent Voices
45

2:30 p.m. Health Hill: Transfat
3:00 p.m. 2009 District Wide
Spelling Bee

4:30 pm. 2009 Worlds
Largest Concert

5:30 p.m. 2009 Discussion
Deval Patrick

7:00 p.m. Select Board Live
8:00 p.m. GMRSD (Live)Join
in Progress after SB
Wednesday, April 22

3:00 p.m. Discovery Center
Fossil Tracks

4:00 p.m. Cruise Aboard The
Quinnetucket

4:30 p.m. Cops

5:00 pm. Common People

Celtic Harp

6:30 p.m. Changing Face of
Turmers Falls

8:30 p.m. Carlos W. Anderson
"Big Fat Lie"

9:30 p.m. Both Sides of the
Bridge

10:30 p.m. 2009 Discussion
Deval Patrick

12:00 am. Encore Body Art
#4

12:31 am. Encore Body Art
#10

1:01 am. Encore Body Art
Halloween

Thursday, April 23

3:30 pm.  White House
Chronicle#1013-1014

4:30 p.m. Why or Why Not

Nuclear Power?

7:.00 pm. Select Board
4/21/09

9:30 p.m. Coffee House

Series Ferne Bark, Dan Tinen,
Bruce Kahn Trio
10:30 p.m. Commen Man
Denise Grendan

ﬂmm  siv 2l 1

* Quilting Supplies * Patterns =

Power Square

g ofe 4
ﬁ THE TEXTILE CO. INC.

- Retail Fabric Store

Calicos = Notions
CASH & CHECKS ONLY
Mon.-Sat. 9-5:20, Fri. il 8:20

(413) 773-7516

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS
& MORE!
CONVERTED TO DVD,
VHS & OTHER FORMATS!

Bill & Kathy White
413-773-77417

“Sandwiches like mom used to make" hamasalon

= Pierce Brothers Coffee
Lacally Roasted in Greenfield
Organic Fair Trade Espresso,Cocoa &Tea
#Fresh Baked Goods
e Diemand Farm Eggs
= Adams Donuts
» Soup made from scratch
*We Roast our own Meats
® Daily Specials
* Wifi

Reliable Hours & Friendly Service

call in for fast pick upl 413-863-2600
L[]

round he,,.

cate

111 Avenue A Turners Falls MA

n - Fri 6:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat. 9:30 - 3:30

GREENFIELD
<TANERS COOPERATIVE EXCHiie

ily Ovnad Since 11

Farmer-Owned
Shop with your neighbors

Support local agriculture

Local

Products for your animals,
home, farm, garden & yard

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639

ARROWHEAD BAIT & TACKLE SHOP

Black Powder ~ Knives ~ Live Bait

Sunday Special Spend $20/with this AD

while supplies last

Get any Reel up to 20 Ibs Filled FREE

MontagueWebWorks.com

1105 Mohawk Trail
Route 2 West
Shelburne, Mass 01370
Winter Hours: Man-Fri 7-6, Sat-Sun 7-2
413-625-3090 * baitandtackle@rteZ.comcasthiz.net

Hunting and Archery
Garry & Cindy Pelletier (Owners)

Boxed Lunch Available
@ Mohawk Diner (next door)
Sun~Sat 6a.m.to 1 pm.

&R .
G raa'uwmmm

build | manage | create | 413.522.4808
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JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I'm having
surgery and I'm afraid the doctor

will operate on the wirong side of

my body. Is there anvthing I can
do to prevent this?

Absolutely, Ask your surgeon
to mark the site of the operation.
Some surgical organizations rec-
ommend their members use a
marking pen on patients. Don’t
be reluctant to request this service
to make your surgery safe.

(Surgery is a topic that
requires more than one column.
Today we’ll discuss surgeons and

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Choosing a Surgeon

healthcare facilities. Next week,
we’ll cover the surgery itself.)

Every year, more than 15 mil-
lion Americans have surgery. The
process of surgery [rom the initial
questions to the recovery is com-
plex. Probably the most impor-
tant decision to be made is the
choice of surgeon.

The American College of
Surgeons (ACS) recommends
that you look for a surgeon who is
board certified and a fellow of the
college.

Specialty boards certify physi-
cians who meet published stan-
dards. For physicians to become
board certified in a surgical spe-
cialty, they must complete the
required years of residency train-
ing in that specialty, and then
pass a comprehensive examina-
tion.

The specialty boards issue cer-
tificates that are valid for six to
ten years. To retain certification,
physicians must become recerti-
fied and must show continuing
education in their specialty.

Fellows of the ACS are board-
certified surgeons whose educa-
tion, training, professional quali-
fications, surgical competence,
and ethical conduct have been
found to be consistent with the
college’s standards. The letters
“FACS™ after a surgeon’s name
stands for Fellow of the
American College of Surgeons.

If you want to know about a
surgeon, you can phone your
state or county medical associa-
tion for help. Or you can just ask
a prospective surgeon to provide
credentials. Ofien, you can find
the information you need hang-

ing in frames on a surgeon's
office walls.

In addition to having creden-
tials, your surgeon should have a
lot of experience performing your
operation. You should ask any
prospective surgeon about his or
her track record doing your pro-
cedure.

You should have your surgery
done in an accredited healthcare
facility.

Hospitals are accredited by the
Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Healthcare
Organizations (JCAHO).
Surgical centers are aceredited by
the Accreditation Association for
Ambulatory Health Care
(AAAH) and JCAHO. Cancer
treatment facilities are approved
by the Commission on Cancer
(CaC).

Most surgeons work at one or
two local hospitals. Find out
where your surgery will be done
and how ofien the same operation

is done there. Research shows
that patients often do better when
they have surgery in hospitals
with more experience in the oper-
ation.

Ask your doctor about the suc-
cess rate at the hospitals you can
choose between. The success rate
is the number of patients who
improve divided by all patients
having that operation at a hospi-
tal.

[t is a common medical prac-
tice to get a second opinion about
surgery. With a second opinion,
you will get expert advice from
another surgeon who knows
about treating your medical prob-
lem. Don’t be reluctant to get
more than one opinion,

Medicare may help pay for a
second opinion. If you have a pri-
vate supplemental health insur-
ance plan, find out if it covers a
second opinion.

If vou have a question, please
write 1o fred@healthvgeezer.com

WARRANT from page 1

clarify that a coffee shop, for
example, is indeed a restaurant,
as far as the town of Gill is con-
cerned.

However, Article 11 does pro-
pose a change in both the desig-
nation and authority of the posi-
tion in town hall which up until
now has been known as the
administrative  assistant. [
approved, this article would
authorize the selectboard *“to
appoint a town administrator,
who may be appointed...for a
term of one or three years, and
be removed by the selectboard at
its discretion.”

Tracy Rogers, the current
administrative assistant for the
town of Gill, would in all proba-
bility be first in line for the
appointment if the article passes.

The proposed change in the
administrative assistant’s job
title and description was recom-
mended in a recent report on the
town of Gill’s financial practices
conducted by the state
Department of Revenue.

Rogers said she is already
working “above and beyond”
her current title, performing the
requisite clerical tasks as well as
some departmental management
duties and other responsibilities.

Appointing her as town adminis-
trator would more accurately
reflect the work she already does
for the town of Gill, and, with
the approval of the selectboard,
it would enable her to exercise
some degree of autonomy in
decision making. Currently,
Rogers said, as administrative
assistant, she has “no authority
to sign any documents or act on
the selectboard’s behalf.”

Among the warrant articles
that may spark lively debate are
Articles 13 and 14, to see
whether the voters will declare
two town-owned properties
“surplus and available for dispo-
sition,” or in plain terms, avail-
able for sale. One is the
“Riverside Municipal Property”™
at 54 French King Highway; the
other is the “Boyle Property” on
Center Road.

The Riverside property — a
former public school - sits on
1% acres, and presently houses
the Riverside water district
office, the Gill historical soci-
ety’s museum and archives, and
is also home to a small inde-
pendent middle school, the Four
Winds School, which leases
space there for $850 a month.

The Boyle property, on the
corner of Center and Lyons Hill
Road, is comprised of a 2.9-acre

open field, deeded to the town
for recreational use.

Articles 6. 7, and 8 relate to
the Gill-Montague Regional
School District and Gill’s posi-
tion within it. Respectively, they
suggest that the town “form a
committee to study and recom-
mend for consideration possible
changes to the GMRSD
Agreement:...form a Regional
School  District  Planning
Committee...to study the fiscal
and educational advisability of
joining the Pioneer Valley
Regional School District;”...
and “request that the Gill
Montague Regional School
Committee draw up amend-
ments to the GMRSD
Agreement sefting forth the
terms of Gill’s withdrawal from
the GMRSD.”

Though that wording sounds
like the town is already contem-
plating a definite course of
action — to leave the Gill-
Montague school district and
join the Pioneer District (just as
lengthy repairs to the Gill-
Montague bridge get under
way) — it seems that these are
merely the formal steps the
town must take in order to set up
an exploratory committee to
examine these options, It would
take a second town meeting

vote, a year from now, for Gill
to leave the GMRSD. By then
questions about the town’s equi-
ty in the high school, responsi-
bility for retirement pay for
teachers at the elementary
school, and other concerns may
be answered.

According to Dot Storrow,
co-chair of commission for edu-
cation in Gill, the passage of
these articles would not in any
way obligate Gill to withdraw
from the district or even neces-
sarily indicate the town’s will-
ingness to do so.

“Article 8 is not at all a refer-
endum on whether we should
withdraw,” she said. “It would
merely ask the school commit-
tee to come up with the details
of what would happen if we
chose to withdraw.”

Storrow went on to explain
that the commission has goen as
far as they can in examining the
matter. The steps outlined in
these articles must be taken if
the town wants to allow for
“further study” of the regional-
ization issue.

So, fellow residents of Gill,
consider yourselves duly noti-
fied and warned. The warrant’s
out, and clearly there’ll be plen-

ty to talk about come Wa
LSS

May 4th.

NEW SUPER from pg 12
cation team to give leadership to
that team. Ellis maintains consis-
tency with Individual Education
Plans, has effected cost savings
for expensive test-taking materi-
als, and acts as a central contact
person [or parents.

On the subject of ELL (English
Language Learners) student edu-
cation, Ekstrom said the district
needs more teacher training and
curriculum training in this area.
Rebecea Olson, ELL teacher and
coordinator said, “We need to
start supporting these kids.”

ELL students are expected to
take MCAS tests within one year
of entering the district. The ELL
team spoke of the difficulty of
communicating with parents of
English Language Learners, but
stressed these parents are dedicat-
ed to their children succeeding.

Ekstrom said her budget for
FY *10 was reduced by 2.4% with
the help of a grant, saving
$200,000 next year.

Rocke praised Ekstrom for her
work, saying she is reorganizing
existing resources o make more
efficient use of what she has avail-
able. He said this is an example of
what the district as a whole needs
to do: improving services to chil-

dren without increasing 1
L L)

cost through efficiency.

www.fourwindsschool.info

dout Winds School

Cogito ergo periculosus sum.

863-8055

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES

Formerly LaBelle & Leitner

AUDI « VW « VOLVO « BMW

Announces the Hiring of Mike Baldwin, Master Toyota Technician
since 1982. Bring in your Toyotas, Hondas and Asian Cars

Locally owned since 1972

AL, e

|
-IAlautosales.comy

9)

UPINNGIL

- 411 Main Road
i Gill, MA 01354

Y 413-863-2297

Farm store open daily, 8 - 7.
Fresh milk, farmstead cheeses, eggs, and butter.

Also selling Gill trash stickers and the Montague Reporter,

Pick-your-own fruit and farm stand vegetables seasonally.

EDL

featuring:

I Make
Lamps Lite!

Dealer in used

Home Furnishings
SMALL FURMITURE » COLLECTIBLES » DECORATIVES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

Open 7 Days a Week

GOOD USED USABLES

Insured

Toll Free

Patrick Smith
HIC #134741

i

866-262-5361

EASTERN

413-367-2228
FAX 413-367-2212

Montague, MA 01351

WEATHERIZATION

Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
Infrared Quality Assurance Guaranieed

L A & -

S
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

e ——
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

3 -4 Shocks * Tires + Batteries + Starters
~=aw Struts * Tune-ups * Brakes * Oil Change
194 MILLERS FALLS RD.

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

+ 413-863-2236

FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: MO. 13081




14

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER

April 16 , 2009

JEP’S PLACE: Part CXIX

Working on the
Railroad

MWL &
i 3)

Pl

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL — During winter break at
Mount Hermon, I was 16 and it
was wartime. Someone told me
if | wanted a good-paying job, I
just needed to walk into the
B&M Railroad division engi-
neer’s office and ask for one.

[n [ went, without knocking.

Mr.Wilkens sat behind a big
desk with stacks of papers
strewn about. He was barking
orders into a telephone. My
heart began pounding a hole in
my chest. | wondered if 1 should

REPORTER CLASSIFIEDS cniL 863-B666, FAX 863-3050

turn around and leave before he
hung up and threw me out.

“What do vou want?” he
growled. T wanted to tell him 1
could do the work of a man, but
his demeanor scared me.

*I'm looking for a job,” 1
blurted out.

He seemed to sofien.

*“We can sure use some help,”
Wilkens said. “Go down to the
section shanty and tell Casey.
the foreman, that 1 hired you. IT
anyone asks, tell ‘em you're
18."

He didn’t say where the shan-
ty was, but a railroad worker
standing on the station platform
pointed it out to me. He wore a
striped railroad cap. 1 was all
excited. 1 couldn’t wait to begin
wearing a railroad cap.

The section gang foreman
wrote my name and social secu-
rity number in the time book. I

834-7569.

BUSINESS FOR SALE - Plow Frau & Bow

Wow is a VERY successful “clean-out, hauling, CARPENTRY - No Joh Too Small - General
Carpentry and home repairs. Custom shelves a
specialty. Call David, (413) 863-9296.

and snow piowing" business. Community onent-
ed, environmertally friendly, FUN, nteresting,
and unique. Please call Sita for details: (413)

CLASSIFIEDS: S6 FOR 20 WORDS 115 cis/extra worm

RUN SAME AD TWICE, THIRD \WWEEK FREE

MONTRGUE REPORTER 58 FOURTH STREET TURNERS FALLS, MR 01376

.15 for each additional word

Check enclosed for for weeks.

Name Phone

didn’t know what the pay scale
was, but [ think ['d have worked
for nothing just to be part of the
prestige and excitement of
working on the railroad.

The workmen showed me
how to swing the special ham-
mers when driving spikes, how
to space the rails to an exact
width and the essential details of
the job that insured the safety of
workmen and passengers alike.

The section gang was a rough

hard-drinking bunch. They
mostly  maintained  tracks
around the railroad station.

When a steam train pulled in at
the station, a greal hubbub
arose. Crowds of people milled
about, some getting off the train
and others getling on. Steam
hissed out of various places of
the locomotive as it sat in the
station panting like a big black
beast. The enormous steam
cylinders and connecting rods
that drove the massive iron
wheels were all out in the open.

Soon, the conductor called

PuBLIC HEARING

MONTAGUE CENTER
ScHooL Reuse
APRIL 22ND, 2009

The Town of Montague will
hold a public meeting at 7:00
p.m. on April 22nd in the
Montague Fire Station, 28 Old
Sunderland Road in Montague
Center. The purpose of this
meeting will to be to discuss
potential plans for the reuse of
the Montague Center School
and to solicit input from town
and village residents. The
Town is currently working
with a consultant, Greenberg
and Associates, on this impor-
tant project.

out, “Allaboardt,” and the train
chugged out of the station, whis-
tle tooting. With the train gone,
calm and guiet descended on the
station. The lunch room lost all
its urgeney and the counter help
relaxed after the big rush.

We took a coffee break as we
worked late, one night, keeping
rail switches clear of snow. The
station was quiet during a lull.
The buxom blonde waitress
bantered with the section gang.

They egged her on to show me
her butterfly, She raised her
skirt, but I looked away.

I didn’t realize she wanted
me to see the butterfly tattoo on
her inner thigh. I hadn’t been
exactly sure what she wanted to
show me, and I didn't dare look.
The men howled when my face
turned red. Later, T wished 1'd
taken a peck.,

— Continued Next Week

PHOTQICOURTESY OF PETER MILLER

The Jormer train n'c'paf in Greenfield: the stecon locomotive at Jeft i I’mm’i;{;;

south while the freight train at right is headed worth under Main Siveet,

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG
Entrapment in Wendell

Wednesday, 4/3

11:20 am. Repoit of a
female appearing
despondent in the area of
North Street. Checked
area, nothing found,

223 p.m. Citation issued
to I
I o
unlicensed operation of a
motor vehicle.

4.00 pm. Repor of a
motor vehicle roll over, no
injuries, with entrapment
of occupant on New
Salem Road, Wendell.
Assisted state police on

scene.
Thursday, 4/9

820 p.m. Report of a
barking dog on Ridge

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK

DOLAN & DOLAN

71

Road. Spoke with owner
who brought dog in for the
night.

Friday, 4110

11:00 am. Report of r-
ceny under $250. Under
investigation,

535 pm. 911 hang up
call at a North Street
zddrass, checked same.
Found to be a child play-
ing with a phone.

11:20 p.m.  Assisted
Mantague police with an
intoxicaled subject on
Bridge Street.

Saturday, 4/11

9:40 p.m. Investigated a
suspicious vehicle at the
elementary school. All
secure.

Sunday, 4/12

840 z.m. Assisted
Orange police with a bur-
glar alarm at a Holtshire
Road address. All secure.
10:20 am. Assisted Gill
police with a motor vehi-
cle crash on Route 2 near
AJ's Cycle Shop.

10:45 p.m.
issued o

unlicensed operation of a
mator vehicle and for no
rear plate light.
Monday, 4/13
6:18 p.m. Citation issued
to

Citation

I o opera-
tion of a motor vehicle
with a revoked license
and without insurance.

MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

ATTORNEYS AT LAW PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, Incorporated
174 AVENUE A i o Oreentien
| ! o-operative S
TR s 25 Millrs Fall Road, P.0. Box 312 Bank A
41398 Turners Falls, MA 01376 SR W
l Tel.(413) 8634331  (413) ??3-56?3 BestLocalBank.com &
P{HSUHHL ‘HJUHH: “JIU.SE [SIHIES; UJ[]HHH]. S[:[Im][] W pIRG. b Greenﬂe:?jea-chrillrliaf'l?eﬁgns-]rg;?ﬁ:rland MPFA?IBE;RF?HC’

Great Rates, Fully Insured!

Tognarelli G

123 Avenue A * Turners Falls MA 01376

Specializing in oil heating alternatives
Pellet Stoves ® Gas Conversion Burners

WINTER HOURS
Open 5-9 Wed, Thurs &

FINE ITALIAN DINING

WeDNESDAY WINE NIGHT
Glass $5, Bottle $20
Appetizers $10

THURSDAY NIGHT Jazz

6:30 - 9:30

Sun, 5 - 10 Fri and Sat
Closed Mon & Tues

413-863-4441

166 Avenue A, Turners Falls
WWW.RISTORANTEDIPAOLO,.cowm

RATES SO LOW YOU'RE WITNESSING HISTORY

IT'S TIME TO BUY

Interior/ Exterior Painting & Home Repairs

Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833

70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls

Financing Available

413-863-2295

SPACE PAC

Cenitral Air - Auywhere

S

i YORK

Wtk 1o gt cemibyerebds

GARRY L. EARLES, M.S.W., L1.C.S.W.

\

EDUCATIONAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSULTANT
— NEURC-BIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS - DON'T MISS 0UT ON BUYING YOUR DREAM HOUSE
HENE. I ROVEMENT - GALL NOW AND BET PREAFPROVED!
e | L e
JIMMY PH@!‘:\I b :(3: QEZTL 28 | (M8 3‘1;, Ry TIM.PREVOSTENCMC. COM
(13 592 0169 Lic# s | - Mo
\ CELL: (413) 638 3071 153335 ) » < | R ags AR
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FRIDAY, APRIL 17th

First Annual Franklin County Technical
School DodgeBall Tournament in the
school gym, 7 p.m,

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Heras, classic and modern rock & roll
covers, 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie,
country folk guitar featuring Johnny
Cash favorites, 9 to 11 p.m.

At The Bookmill, Montague Center:
multiple bands Area C, Paper, Mudboy,
Dark Inside the Sun, 8 p.m. $8

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY,

APRIL 17th to 19th

Staged Production of My Antonia at the
Deerfield Teachers' Center, 10
Memoarial Street, Deerfield. As part of
this year's Big Read Project,
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association
and Lady of the Lake Productions wil
present My Antonia, a play for the stage
by Charles Jones, adapted from Willa
Cather's novel My Antonia, Fri. & Sat. at
8 p.m. Sunday at 2 p.m. Continues 4/24
tod/26. $12/$10 for seniors, and $5/stu-
dents.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18th

Earth Day Party at the Camegie Library,
Turners Falls at 10:30 a.m. Children of
all ages and their families are invited to
join Ruth O'Mara for making fun, cre-
ative projects out of recycled materials.
Refreshments will be served. Info. call
the Camegie Library at 863-3214.

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls; Exploring Insects. Engaging activ-
ities, a nature walk, and a story about
insects. All ages. 1to 2 p.m.

The Shea Theater Family Series
Presents: The PaintBox Theater: The
Princess and the Pea. All tickets §7, 2
p.m. Reservations: (413) 863-2281. The

Mentalist Rery Raven, presents an interactivn
stage wind-reading show as a benefit for the
Shea Thealer: Minds are read, spoans are

bent, volunteers fest their onm “pawers,” and,

i af},ﬁmprmﬁ the exening concludes with a ri-

creation of the &ind of manifestation yon

wnight bave witnessed in a sanice chamber nvper
bt | st 4 Deitaf

a cenlury ago! 8 pooe. Doors opep al 7 .
10, Shoa Theater, Ave A, Turmers Talls.

PaintBox Theater combines classic
tales with 2 modern, high energy twist
and lots of audience participation. It is
an hour of fun and non-stop laughter for
the whole family!

Organic Gardening at Keller Farm,
Wendell. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Northeast
Organic Farming Association
(NOFA/Mass) workshop on how to start
and maintain successful organic gar-
dens. Info & registration:
www.nofamass.org, or Ben Grosscup
(413) 658-5374.

Montague Grange, Montague Cenfer:
Contra dance from 7 to 10 p.m. Gender-
role-free contra dance. Open fo all. Info.
(413) 586-9610 or (860) 749-3863.

Tag, Bake & Rummage Sale Presented
by the Women's Group of Our Lady of
Peace. Held at Our Lady of Peace
Church, Turners Falls. 9 a.m.

Providence Rl's premiere entertainer,
Mentalist Rory Raven, presents an
interactive stage mind-reading show
that defies conventional wisdom and
stretches the boundaries of the imagi-
nation, Neither a psychic nor a magi-
cian, Raven offers a new and com-
pelling experience unlike anything
you've ever seen. Beer and wine served
before the show and during intermis-
sion! 8 p.m. Doors open at 7 p.m. $10 to
Benefit the Shea Theater, Turners Falls.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
DIX. classic and modern rock & roll
covers, 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Karacke by TNT
Productions, 9to 11 p.m.

At The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Watcher, 8:30 p.m., and Rockitqueer

Danca Party, begins 9:30
p.m. $3 cover.

The Bookmill and The Lady
Killigrew, Montague Center
present, with thanks to
Michael Metivier: Arhorea,
Nuda Veritas at 8 p.m. $10.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY,
APRIL 18th & 19th

6th Annual Green Fair, 10
to 5 p.m. Presented by the
Greenfield Business
Association. A showcase of
environmentally-friendly goods, prod-
ucts, services and demonstrations. Held
at Franklin County Fairgrounds.

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

SUNDAY, APRIL 19th

Deja Brew Acoustic open mic is hap-
pening 8 to 10 p.m. Bring some songs
to share and your instrument,

TUESDAY, APRIL 21st

Baby Emus from Songline Farm in Gill
visit the Carnegie Library, Turners Falls,
10 to 11 a.m. Children of all ages and
curious adults are invited to come learn
about emus and meet some cute baby
emus. Information: 863-3214.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22nd
Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting & Crafts
Night, 7 to 10 p.m. Any craft/skill level.

Spring Film Series & Discussions with
Experts, 6:30 p.m. held at the
Greenfield Public Library. Kilowatt
Ours.A personal approach to the need
to conserve Is the story of Jeff Barrie,
who is concerned aboul the social and
health problems arising out of the way
electricity is made and undertakes to
reduce his energy use. Discussion
leader: Peter Letson, retired professor
from GCC and
presently a member of
Greening Greenfield
Energy Committee.

THURSDAY, APRIL
23rd

Jazz at DiPaolo's,
Turners Falls: Live
dagz Band, £:30 to
9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell:
Lay Kepp Country
and City Blues Guitar
with vocals, 8 to 10
p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 24th

Deja Brew, Wendel: Zydecs
Connection 9to 11 p.m. Come on out,
shake it loose and party down to some
hot zydeco. We are a dance band sery-
ing up a spicy gumbo of Louisiana zyde-
co, blues, and boogie woogie guaran-
teed to get your toes tapping.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Lave Bomb, dance rock & roll covers,
9:30 p.m.

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY,

APRIL 24th to 26th

The Diary of Anne Frank performed by
The Arena Civic Theatre, directed by
Sondra Radosh at the Shea Theater,
Turners Falls. $12/$10 students & sen-
iors. 4/24 & 25 at 8 p.m. 4/26 at 2 p.m.
Continues 5/1-5/3.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25th

Harmony Saunds at the 5th Annual
Gala. Two fabulous a cappella groups
from the area, The Zumbyes from
Amherst College and The Heart of the

Conme see r";;rfr} Fismnes at the €
Library, Turners Vialle on Tierdey.
April 20 5t 10 1o 1w,

Valley Chorus. At 7.30 p.m. in the
Turners Falls High School Theater.
www.thegmef.org. Advance Tickets
$15/$20 at the door.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
James Mon}gamefy blues band,
9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26th

Family Dance, Montague Grange,
Montague Center, 4 fo 6 p.m. Family-
style contra dancing, caller Tim Van
Egmond and live music from traditional
contradance band Shingle the Roof.
Simple contras, circle dances, and
singing games, easy instruction for
beginners of all ages, especially those
with little feet. $4/person or $10-
15/family, includes a light snack. Info.
(413) 367-9608.

ONGOING

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners
Falls: UMass Ventures in Science Art.
Exhibit of student photographs of micro-
scopic organisms! Taken using a variety
of scientific methods, including Electron
Microscope. See the world around you
in a whole new way! On display
through April 30th.

Historic Deerfield Exhibition: Stimulating
Beverages, Tea, Coffee, and Chocolale
Wares. Explore the fascinating role
played by tea, coffee, and chocolate in
New England through an examination of
Historic Deerfield's vast collection of hat
beverage wares. Examples of the novel
“equipment” designed to serve these
drinks. Open daily. 9:30 am to 4:30 pm.
Through Saturday, May 23rd

Hallmark Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Turners Falls; In Gallery
52. Blake Fitch — Expectations of
Adolescence, a ten-year photographic
project document-
ing the emotional
and physical
growth and emo-
tional maturation of
two young girls, In
Gallery 56:
Founder &
Musewuvum
Collections -
Selections L.
Museum Curator,
Paul R. Turnbull
has selected 3 lim-
ited overview of
some of the
Museum's collection. And in Gallery 85:
Stan Sherer — Life Studies. Three dacu-
mentary projects. 'Albania’ and
‘Shopkeepers’ are straightforward stud-
ies of people & places. ‘Lantern Slides’
is & personal visual interpretation and
construction by Mr. Sherer. Exhibits on
display through June 14th.

r.ff e I\.’t“

AUDITIONS

The Country Players auditions for
Oliver! Sunday, April 26, from 2 to 5
p.m. at GCC Downtown, Greenfield &
Monday, April 27, 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Shea Theater, Turners Falls. Attend
either or both sessions. Oliver! will be
produced at the Shea Theater July 10,
11, 17, 18 & 19. The cast includes 10
men of all ages, 6 women in speaking
roles, and a chorus of children & adults.

Full open auditions for Curtains on
Thrusday, May 7, 6 to 9 p.m. Ja'Duke
Center for the Performing Arts, 110
Industrial Blvd., Turners Falls. Info: Nick
Waynelovich,  (413)  863-0001/
nick@jaduke.com. Be prepared to sing
a song from the show and read from the
script. A group dance audition will be
required.

HOT SPOT TEEN CENTER

MONDAYS — Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m.
TUES & WEDS - Ongoing
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m.
THURS- Drop-in, 30 6 pm,

& Movie Night, 6 to 8 pm.
Uiree et some frips); open ta local
teens. Nome reguire permission sljpa.
Info: Jared at 8639559,
Hot Spot Teen Center is n
The Brick House

24 Third Streer, Turners Falls, 01376

GREENFIELD

CALLEN
CINEMAS
Main 5t. Greenfield. MA
413-7T74-4881

www.gardencinemas.net
Showtimes for

Friday, April 17th - Thurs., April 23rd
I. HANNAH MONTANA THE
MOVIE G in DTS sound
DAILY 6:30 9 FRL, SAT, SUN 12 3
2. 17 AGAIN PG in DTS sound
DAILY 630 9:00
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00
3. MONSTERS VS ALIENS PG
DAILY 6:30 %00
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00
4, OBSERVE AND REPORT R
DAILY 645 9:15
FRIL, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
5. HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT
PGI3  DAILY 6:45 9:15
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15
6. FAST AND FURIOUS
DAILY 7:00 9:30 PGI13 in DTS sound
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30
7. STATE OF PLAY PG5 in DTS sound
DAILY 7 930 (NOWEDT7BEM)
FRI-THUR 12:30 3:30
8. TAKING ROOT NR 7 BEM. FREE

R

: Great
Beer Fine Wine Food -
Frida_\'. A/17 910 11 [m. o
os]v\ Levangi

g Saturday, 4/18, 9w 11 pm, 3
Karaoke with TINT Productions 5
Sunday, 4/19 :
Letters to the Editor Party, help stop the re-
licensing of Vermant Yankee, 4 to 6 p.m, 18
& Acoustic Open Mic Night 8 10 10 poni. @
_ T'humday, 4/23 81w 10 p.oi. &
& Larvy Kapp Country & City Blues Guitar 2
978-544-BREW

57A Lockes V;llage R{md

Next o the Wendell Coiatry S

AEEEREE

THURS: 4/1619:30PM | $3
Kosher Ham!

| FRI: 4/17 | FREE
' {our monthly] CHATTY FRIDAY
featuring you, talking with friends!

| SAT: 4/1819:30PM| $3
| Watcher at 8:30
| Rock!fqueer Dance Party at 9:30

| stm:msl 8:30 PM | DONATIONS |
TURNERS FALLS SKATE PARK BENEFIT |

§ FOOD SPECIALS THIS WEEK: |

Asian Salad Nicoise
Veggie Lasagna
Duck w! Blueberry Chipolle Glaze

Open 7 am 7 days a week

Pipiones
SPORT SHOP
* Fishing supplies; Live bait
* Baseball & Softball Supplies
* Fishing & Hunting Licences

® Paintball & CO,Refills

101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

Negus &
Monuments

People often come tosee us

and we work hard to keep it. .
~ Gary and Mancy Melen

*The perfect remembrance’

"‘,...-.- i

because their parents ?': u% EROTAVE
and their grandparents did. ‘g i

We're proud to have mmaf?fj

that kind of loyalty, ﬂJaF &m‘ jarez:er

Taylor Inc.
"Me

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 ¢ 888-763-3443

cruise.travel@verizon.net
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The C oe B’r

BY DAVID BRULE
MILLERS FALLS — It might
be the chill wind of early April,
or the teasing faint green of the
grass coming from the bare
ground, but there’s an old
ephemeral springtime feeling
that comes over some of us this
time of year. The saying goes
something like, “Ah,
Springtime! When a young
man’s fancy turns to... base-
ball!™

It happens to many of us, the
young and not so young, and it
is a wonderful feeling indeed,
however brief. This bit of remi-
niscence intertwines a wistful
poem, memories of a ballfield
here on the Flat, the Housing
Project, and a baseball stalwart
from the village of Millers
Falls. Just bear with the author
for a moment.

As a youngish university stu-
dent far from home in Paris,
invariably the fever would
come over me when, as a sure
sign of spring, the International
Herald Tribune would publish a
poem by sports writer Dick
Rorabuck, his elegy to baseball.
He probably wrote it to send an
attack of homesickness through
the American expatriate com-
munity in Paris. And it always
worked. Tt began:

“Away on this side of the
ocean,

When the chestnuts are
hinting of green,

And the first of the café
commandos

Are moving outside for a
‘fine’

And the sound of spring
beats a bolero

As Paris sheds her coat
and her hat,

The sound that is missed
more than any,

Is the sound of the crack
of the bat.

There’s an animal Kind of
a feeling

That’s a-stirring down at
the Vincennes Zoo

And the kid down the
hall’s getting restless

Taking stairs like a young
kangaroo

Now the dandy is walking
his poodle

And the concierge is
sunning her cat

But the heart’s with the
Sox and the Tigers

And the sound of the
crack of the bat...”

Then the memories would
always come back to Turners
Falls, when even as younger
boys we would all meet up for a
pick-up game at the Housing
Project on the Hill. We never
called it sandlot baseball, but
that handy term probably best
describes it. It was a wonderful
way to play ball when you were
somewhere between 9 and 13!

The Project and the nearby
neighborhood were full of
classmates and friends. There
was Thomas and Ducharme,
Couture, Cadran and Dobosz,
all kinds of Curries, Tuminski,
Higgins and [. Whether or not
we lived in the Project, we all
showed up for a game after
school or during those glorious
summers before working on
tobacco, when we were still
free.

Those were days of wonder-
ful kid-directed games,
Hardball for sure, a piece of
cardboard for a base, or just an
x on the ground. No adults to
organize us, we made out just
fine in the field in the center of
the buildings. We played with
Mantle, Musial, Schneider or
Williams in mind, and we
played hard.

When we weren't playing,
we practiced: throwing a tennis
ball at a wall to work on field-
ing skills, playing catch with
your Old Man, or if you had no
choice, with your sister!

Later, as we reached Little
League age, the pick-up game
at the Housing Project faded.
Baseball got more serious,
adults were in charge, uniforms,
standings and play-offs were
important, and I do still miss the
feel of the crack of the bat from
those days.

Now, as an ex-pal no more,

“No, a Yank can’t describe
to a Frenchman

The rasp of an umpire’s
call

Nor a good rhubarb at
home plate

Or the continuing charms
of statistics

Changing history with
each strike and ball

Not the self-conscious jog
of a the slugger

Rounding third with a tip
of his hat

Nor the half smothered
grace of a hook slide

Nor the sound of the crack
of the bat.”
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1 his vintage p/m’a from the collection of Adﬂaﬁ Savage shows the Millers F iall
Baseball Team in 1935. The team posed in Highland Park. They are, left to right, back row:
Kibby Cole, “Shorty” Marvel, Ken (Ninny) Smith, Raymond Bartiett, Delbert Towne and Joe Kersavage.
Front row: John Kersavage, Joe Cafarella, Bill Craig, Bob Dauphanais, “Red” Yez, “Skinny” Merriot
and Doug Smith. In front is the team’s mascot, Charlie Gloski.

and safely ensconced back in the
family homestead in Millers
Falls, or Ervingside if you pre-
fer, the April baseball mood con-
tinues to tug at memory. Well
after I settled back here, the sto-
ries of baseball in this family
began to surface. Long Sunday
dinners spent with my grandfa-
ther Abe Smith and his brother
Doug brought out baseball tales
about which ['ve written in other
articles, in other Aprils. Abe
always liked to repeat stories of
the team he and his brothers had
formed with himself as catcher,
his brother Perry at second,
brother Clint at third and brother
Doug on the mound.

To hear him tell it, the Smith
brothers were unstoppable in
those days. And although Clint
was reputedly “quick as a cat”
at third, it was undoubtedly the
burning fast ball of Doug Smith
that crushed opponents game
after game. Both Abe and our
uncle Rusty Smith caught for
Doug on occasion, and had the
twisted, even broken fingers as
reminders of that fast ball.

While a star at TFHS, Doug
drew crowds in the thousands to
his games, and he often fanned
upwards of 20 batters in an out-
ing on the mound. As some of
you may well know, he was
recruited by the Red Sox in
1912 and pitched that year in
Fenway Park. (There is a book
on that 1912 Red Sox champi-
onship team currently being
researched and written; it
should be published in a year or
S0.)

Then just the other day, once
again giving into April pangs of

springtime fever, something
drew me to the family collec-
tion of old newspaper clippings
and a photo taken in 1935 of a
team with many of the legends
in the Millers Falls
Fame. In the middle of the pic-
ture, not far from my grand-
uncle Doug sat Red Yez. Born
and raised on the Flat, just a few
doors up the street. And in no
time at all, after a quick phone
call and short drive from
Ervingside to Erving Center, |
made my way up to a snug
home on Flag Hill, to where
Red now lives with his daughter
Judy, a classmate of mine, and
Judy’s husband Craig Moore.
Red had a gentle smile and a
good chuckle as we looked over
the old photo of that 1935 team,
at the kitchen table. The names
of his old teammates came back
to him and to all of us, because
of the local legends and con-
temporary connections with the
descendants of the players in
the photo. Red recognized
Shorty Marvel, a tall, lanky 6
foot 2 inches in spite of his
nickname, who played first base
with the Smith brothers team.
There was Kibby Cole who still
lives up on Old State Road,
cousin Ken Smith, a curly-
headed Joe Cafarella, and Red
himself, among many others.
Red played shortstop on the

team and laughed when asked if

he could get a hit off Doug and
his fastball. “Was more likely to
get beaned,” admitted Red.
Doug not only had a the fast
ball and a mean spit ball, juiced
up with a chaw of old Slippery
Elm, but also he was known to
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“dust off™ a batter or two just to
loosen him up!

Conversation in the Moore
kitchen led to reminiscing about
the old days on the Flat and past
games on that sandy ballfield
across from the house where
Red was born 93 vears ago.

The talk came round to all of
us sadly admitting how baseball
has gone from the neighbor-
hood nowadays.

The ball field on the edge of
the Millers Falls Tool company
land where Doug and his broth-
ers got their start, and where
generations of neighborhood
kids played, is now the back-
yard of the Lane house up the
street. The Smith family barn
were Doug was allowed to
practice even of a Calvinist
Sabbath Sunday has vanished.
And a quick tour of local parks
has no neighborhood pick-up
game going on, just a few kids
shooting baskets, or skate-
boarding.

To be sure, there’s the Sox on
TV and soon there will be Little
League, and softball. But
although my own baseball
career ended when | was 12, the
yearning for those spring
sounds comes achingly back
again when early April comes
around. Though it’s great fun to
watch the games at Fenway, and
there are plenty of other choices
at that,

“But the thing that’s not
HERE

At this time of year,

Is the sound of the crack
of a bat.,”
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