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Sheffield Students Petjorm in a Native American-inspired Drumming Circle on April 8th at the &cycled Renaissance, with 
Mary Yellow Bird Chaffee (right), Abnaki Tribe, a resident of Montague, leading the circle. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - where the Sheffield chief articles of adom- and potato chip bag cloth-
TURNERS FALLS - Pemlies for Peace rea- ment. ing. 
Recycling met the Tmners dathon will donate more Audrey O'Keefe, a first In the auditorium, fifth 
Falls Renaissance at the than $70 toward school grader, stood in the hall in grader Michelle Leh dis
Sheffield School Alt building eff01ts - worm front of her portrait as her played the inner workings 
Galle1y opening last factories, pictures of trac- mother, Chanda, took her of a three-layered wo1m 
Thursday. The ope1ling, tors and landfills, all sprin- photo. Audrey explained facto1y, where blind inver
which took place in the kled with recycled bits of that a1t teacher Nancy tebrates tunneled through 
gymnasium and hallways, garbage in a remade Op Meagher had "helped her cafeteria leavings to tm11 
was mobbed with proud Alt vision that looked like a little bit with the eyes," out a high-quality com
parents taking photos of an art teacher's recombi- but other than that, she had post for the school's com
their artistic youth posed nant raid on the dumpster conceived and executed mmlity flower garden. 
in front of their self por- behind Andy Warhol's the piece de resistance "These wonns are helping 
traits, three dimensional Factory, with Doritos trad- herself, right down to the with the recycled 
dioramas of scenes from ing places with Cambell's cat food trays chopped up Renaissance," said Leh, 
Pakistan and Afghailistai1 Tomato Soup among the for legs, string hair-do, see RECYCLED pg 8 

Controlled Burn Brings Down Beauchesne House 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER - In 
the end, it was built stronger ai1d 
lasted longer than many thought. 
But on Sunday morning, the 
multi-leveled architectm·al won
der that scrap material maven 
Rodney Beauchesne called home 
for mai1y years bm11ed to the 
ground, as firefighters from five 
communities looked on and 
leained. 

"We started at the top, so it 
would bum slow," said incident 
commander John Greene, 
Montague Center fire chief, dis
cussing the strategy for the con
trolled bmn, the first in Montague 
in mai1y yeai-s. "If we'd sta1ted at 
the bottom, it would have been so 
big we'd have to won-ied about 
those lines baking." 

Greene was pointing to the 
utility and telephone lines nm
ning along the east side of Main 
Street as he made this comment. 

the tllird sto1y ( or was that tl1e 
fomth story?) and left tl1e build
ing for the last time at 9:14 am. 
on Sunday morning, tl1e glorified 
log cabin cum plate glass palace 
went up like a torch, with flames 
bm-sting tluougl1 tl1e roof in less 
tl1ai1 tlu·ee nlinutes, sending bil
lowing columns of black smoke 
towe1'ing into the village sky. 

Wmdows cracked like pistol 
shots. Soon the entire top of tl1e 
building was ai1 inferno of fire, 
and the flaines begai1 climbing 
down tlu·ough the odd roo1ns ai1d 
half levels of the homestead seek
ing more fuel. 

By tl1e time it had engulfed tl1e 
bottom level, temperatm·es inside 
tl1e building were probably in 
excess of 2,000 degrees, melting 
metal, ai1d bm1ling all the scrap 
mate1-ial Beauchesne had gath
ered over yeai·s of labor and cob
bled together to build his home. 

before the bum, tmcked 15 
seven-ton loads of compacted 
gai·bage out of tl1e house and bain 
ai1d outbuildings, ai1d from tl1e 
heaped up mom1ds and bru-ied 
caches of mate11al scattered 
ai·om1d tl1e lai1d. 

Skalski, watclling the blaze 
from Main Street, said, "I took 
fomteen refi-igeration units, 22 
TV sets, 320 tires of vai-ious 
sizes, ai1d a tmckload of hazmat 
mate11al out of here." 

You never know what will 
come in handy some day. 

Montague Center attorney 
Sam Lovejoy was the prime 
mover bellind the eff01t to clean 
up the prope1ty, bm11 down the 
house, and retum the prope1ty to 
a natm·al state. Sh01tly before 
1line, he crossed the prope1ty car-
1ying a golf club he'd picked up 
along the way, one of 
Beauchesne's mai1y cast-off 
treasmes. 

"I'm here to win the Maste1-s," 
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Montague Makes 
Plans for a Native 
American Park 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 

The Montague select
board voted two to one on 
Monday in favor of estab
lishing a Native American 
Cultm-al Park, ai1d to work 
with Native tribes to devel
op a cultm-al tomism pro
gram in Tm11ers Falls under 
the auspices of the town's 
a1ts and economic develop
ment RiverCultm·e project. 

Significai1t battles took 
place in the ai·ea during the 
King Pllillips' War - some
times called "the Forgotten 
Wai-,'' in American Hist01y 
texts - and the fact that the 
culture and folkways of 
No1theastem tribes are gen
erally less familiar than 
Western tribal cultures 
could make the proposed 
park in Tm11ers Falls not 
only a regional, but also a 
national and international 
destination for tourism, 
said town administrator 
Frank Abbondaiizio. 

Abbondanzio outlined a 
ten-year plan for taking the 
plai1 from drawing board to 
ribbon cutting, beginning 
with a $195,000 display of 
Native environmental prac
tices scheduled for inclu
sion at the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center in the 
coming budget year. 

The vote comes neai·ly 
six years after the select
board initiated a 
Reconciliation Ceremony 
with the Naingansett 
Indian tribe, to recogilize 
the tragic significai1ce of 
the site of the massacre of 
Native Americaiis that took 
place across the 
Connecticut River on May 
19th, 1676. 

At that ceremony, the 
town of Montague and the 
Nall'agansett Indian tribe 
pledged to support each 
other "to foster an awai·e
ness of the importai1ce of 
this special place - the 
Connecticut River and the 
Great Falls - to the indige
nous peoples whose roots 
can be traced back as far as 
12,000 years ago," accord
ing to a letter written on 
behalf of the citize1is of 
Montague, prepai'ing to cel
ebrate their town's 250th 
anniversa1y, by then select
board chair Patricia Allen. 

In a document sigi1ed by 
the selectboard on May 
19th, 2004, and co-signed 
by Nairngaiisett Medicine 
Man Lloyd Rmuling Wolf 
Wilcox and Cllief Sachem 
Matthew Seven Hawks 
Thomas, the town of 

see PARK pg 9 

As it was, after membe1-s of 
the Montague Center fire depa1t
ment set fire to bales of hay on 

Well, not quite all of it. In fact, 
Mike Skalski, the Ashfield con
tractor lured by the Frailklin Lai1d 
Tmst to clean up the property see BURN pg 8 

Rodnry Beauchesne's House was the scene of a controlled burn on S undqy, 
used for training purposes by ha!f a dozen local fire departments 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Sweet as a Cookie 

Oreo Delgado 
My name is Oreo Delgado 

and I am a one-year-old male 
Manx mix cat looking for a 
good home. Don't gobble me 
up! I'm not that kind of Oreo! 
However, I am black and white 
and sweet all over! I get along 
with all people, so I'm sure you 
and I will get along great. Do 
you like kids? Me too! My pre
vious family had a lot of kids, 
and they were so fun to play 
with! I need a nice home where 
I can romp and play and hang 
out. Please come meet me and 
find out if your family is the 
right one for me. I'm sweet just 
like a cookie! For more info1ma
tion on adopting me, please con
tact the Dakin Pioneer 

Valley Humane Society at 
( 413) 548-9898 or via email: 
info@dpvhs.org. 

GIANT TAG, BAKE 
& RUMMAGE SALE 

Saturday, April 17th 
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Our Lady of Peace Church 
90 Seventh Street, Turners Falls 

Good quality clothing 
& household items 

plus delicious baked goods 

Ed's Barber Shop 
Now Featuring 

Men's Crew 
Hair Care 
Products 

also 
Gift Certificates 

74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Ed, Denise & KariAnn 
"54 Yeat:r on the Ave" 

'Qt;be jftilontague 
3lleporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
repo1ter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

Tiiis newspaper shall not be liable 
for en-ors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

en-or occun-ed. TI1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse advertis
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or grapliics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
School Vacation Week Programs 

BY LINDA HICKMAN 
MONTAGUE - As usual, the 
Montague Public Libraries 
have plenty to offer during the 
April school vacation week. 
There are four programs for 
children, and craft project kits 
free for the taking all week at 
the Carnegie Library. High 
speed internet is available in all 
three Montague libraries, and 
there are diverse books and 
movies for all ages and tastes. 

None of the libraries will be 
open on Patriots Day, Monday, 
April 19th. On Tuesday, April 
20th, there will be a Make and 
Take program at the Carnegie 
Library at 10 a.m. for children 
of all ages with Ruth and Linda. 
Projects will include making 
beaded jewelry, robots and 
musical instruments. 

Tuesday afternoon from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. there is the Millers 
Falls Libra1y Club. Children of 
all ages are invited to share a 
sto1y, snacks and make crafts 

with Linda. Story Hour for 
young children is Wednesday 
morning at 10: 15 at the 
Carnegie Library with Ruth. 
Music and Movement for 
young children is Thursday 
morning at 10 a.m. at the 
Montague Center Library with 
Tom Carroll and Laurie 
Davidson. All week, the silver 
Art-to-Go Box with free craft 
kits will be available in the chil-
dren 's room of the Carnegie 
Libra1y. 

The Carnegie Libra1y will be 
open Tuesday and Wednesday 1 
to 8 pm., Thursday 1 to 5 p.m., 
Friday 10 am. to 5 p.m., and 
Sahirdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The Montague Center Libra1y 
is only open Wednesday due to 
the Monday holiday, 2 to 5 and 
6 to 8 p.m. The Millers Falls 
Libra1y is open Tuesday and 
Thursday, 2 to 5 and 6 to 8 p.m. 

For more info1mation, call 
the Carnegie Libra1y at 863-
3214. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
School Vacation Week 

Movie Night will feahire 
Where the "Wild Things Are, rated 
P~ on Saturday April 17th at 
6:30 p.m. Free. 

This adaptation of Maurice 
Sendak's classic children's sto1y 
follows Max, a disobedient little 
boy who is sent to bed without his 
supper. Max then creates an 
imaginaiy forest world populated 
by the wild things, exotic mon
sters and ferocious creahlres who 
embrace Max as their mler. This 
version is rather dark compared to 
the children's book, and will have 
more meaning to older children 
and adults. 

Wii games for 6- to 9-yeai· 
olds on Tuesday, April 20th from 
3 to 4 p m. and Wednesday April 
21st, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. 
Wendell teens will assist the 
yotmger kids in playing some of 
the Wii video games designed for 

children such as Mai'ioKait and 
We Ski and Snowboard. Four 
children can play at a time. 
Games last about 5 to 10 minutes, 
so children can rotate huns. 

Make May Baskets with Miss 
Deb on Wednesday, April 21st, 
1:30 to 3:30 pm. Children of all 
ages can drop in and decorate 
May baskets to give to their pai·
ents and share with the communi
ty on May Day. The project will 
continue the following 
Wednesday. 

Perhaps no place in any 

community is so totally 

democratic as the town 

library. The only entrance 

requirement is interest. 

- Lady Bird Johnson 
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Arilee Demaki.r and Sarah Pauliot standing on the gate to the ftsh ladder. 
Thry are on a field trip to the Discovery Center. 

Elks Award Night Honors Murph Togneri 

The Montague Elks held their 
annual awards night on Saturday, 
Mai·ch 13th. Exalted Ruler Joe St. 
Peter awarded Paul Hottle as Elk 
of the Yeai·; Steve Dacyczyn, 
Lodge Esquire, as Officer of the 
Yeai·; and John Leaiy, Blessed 
Sacrament Church, as Citizen of 
the Year. Grand Exalted Ruler's 
Outstanding Se1vice Ce1tificates 
were given to Bob and Penny 
Ma1tineau. In addition, Exalted 
Ruler Appreciation certificates 
were awarded to: Bob Bratm, 
Steve Saharceski, Shelley 
Kelleher, Judy Hastings, Kate 
Mitchell, Bev Reid, Chip 

The sth Annual 

Cave Hill Classic 
s mile run, 2 mile wan~ 

Saturday, April 17th 
9 a.m. rain or shine 

Register online at 
cavehillclassic.com. 

Same day registration is available. 

Support the Leverett Peace Pagoda. 
Threre is no set fee. Participants are 
as~ for a meaningful gift 

Pai-bing at the Pagoda. Music on 
site and t-shirts for participants. 

Kalinowski, Russ Brown, Ma1y 
Brown, Judy Dacyczyn, and 
Pamela Lester. 

The final award was of the 
evening was given as a memorial 
in honor of cha1ter member 
Francis "Murph" Togneri Sr., 
whose member number was one 
htmdred. St. Peter had this to say: 
"Murph was the original Youth 
Activities Committee chaiiman 
for many years, and was the com
inittee adviser tmtil his death. 
Murph was a prominent man in 
the community and in this lodge. 

"In the lotmge there is what 
the members call an island. 
Murph and his buddies called it 
the '0 Id Timers' Island'." St. 
Peter asked Mmph's son, Fran 
Togneri, Jr., also a long time 
member of the lodge, to the podi
um to accept the awai·d. The 
award was twofold, one a dedica
tion of the Island to Murph and 
the second a sign to hang over the 
Island commemorating it as the 
Francis "Mmph" Togneri, Sr. 
Memorial Old Timers' Island. 

Great FallS Middle School 
Students Of Iha week 

Grade 6 
Sarah La.Coy 

Grade 7 
Felicia Craver 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES -April 19th to 23rd 
Halle Ha1vey 

Grade 8 

GILL/MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p m. 
Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Friday at 
Noon. Meal reservations must 
be made a day in advance by 11 
a.m. Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is not 
open. Meal site manager is 
Becky Cobb. Council on Aging 
Director is Roberta Potter. For 
info1mation or to make meal 
reservations, call ( 413) 863-
9357. Call the senior center for 
info1mation on any programs. 

Monday, April 19th 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, April 20th 
9:00 am. Walking Group 
10:30 a.m Yoga 
1 :00 p.m. Canasta 
Wednesday, Ap1il 21st 
10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
11 :00 a.m. CVS "Pack Your 
Bag" 
1 :00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, Ap1il 22nd 
No Tai Chi 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, April 23rd 

10:00 a.m. Senior Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Easy Aerobics 
1 :00 p.m. Scrabble 
1 :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate meals. 
For info and rese1vations, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3308. 
Ltmch is daily at 11:30 a.m., 
with rese1vations 24 hours in 
advance. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. 

Monday, April 19th 
9:00 am. Exercise 

Opening 
Reception , 
April 11th 12-5 p.m. ' 
ot Notion lo Quilt 
Shelburne Falls 

12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, Ap1il 20th 
9:00 a.m. Exercise 
10: 15 am. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, April 21st 
8:45 a.m Line Dancing 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, April 22nd 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Friday, April 23rd 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
5:00 and 6:00 pm. Spaghetti 
Supper. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
located at 2 Lockes Village 
Road. Call Kathy Swaim at 
(978) 544-2020 for hours and 
upcoming programs. Call the 
Center if you need a ride. 

Kolbe Ma1tineau 

Turners Falls Sports Booster Club 
7th Annual Fundraising Event presents 

A Comedy ESP/Hypnosis Show 
Starring Jim Spinnato 

Saturday, May 1st 
at the French King Entertainment Center 

tickets $15, Doors open 7:30, Show at 
9:00 p.m. DJ Dancing Later 

For tickets call French King llntenainment 
Center at (413) 423-3047. Reservations for 
groups of 8 or more. Must be 18 or older. 

BREAKFAST, LUNG{ & DINNER 
Oflll Y SFUiflLS 

SEAFOOD 
HOMEMADE COOKING 

SouPs & Prns 
sunoAY BREAHfAST 7 - c 
7 AVENUE A I 863-9636 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY 
DON CLEGG- The Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, 2 Avenue A, 
invites you to join in for Park 
Serve Day 2010 on Saturday, 
April 24th from 9 a m. until 1 
p m. During this statewide day of 
volunteer service, volunteers and 
staff will work together to beauti
fy the grounds of Discove1y 
Center for the season. This event 
would be a great opportunity for 
citizens that attend the 
Downtown Turners Falls 
hnprovement meetings to lend a 
helping hand. 

A Polish Luncheon will be 
held at Thomas Memorial Golf & 
Countiy Club in Turners Falls on 
Sunday, April 25th. The menu 
includes homemade pierogi, 
golabki, kapusta, kielbasa, ham, 
mushrooms, beets and a desse1t 
table. Cocktails will be se1ved at 
noon and the luncheon struts at 1 
pm. For more info1mation on the 
luncheon or other events, check 
out tmgcc.net. 

The Montague Farm Z-en 
House had great success with 
their first free community meal 
on Saturday, April 10th. More 
than 85 people attended. A second 
community meal is scheduled for 
May 13th from noon to 3 p.m. 
with free ti·ansportation provided. 
The plans for that day include vis-
1tmg alpacas, kite-making, 
improv games, puppetly make-n
take, and seed-planting activities, 
in addition to another great free 
lunch. For more info1mation con-

BY PAT CARLISLE 
GREAT FALLS - It's hai·d to 
be sure what eggzactly is taking 
place at the Barton Cove eagle 
nest, because the video camera 
watching from above is still not 
working properly. Fmther 
repairs may once again provide 
live coverage of the eagle nest 
this season. But here is our best 
guess about what we think is 
going on up there. 

We celebrated an egg being 

tact the Fa1m Zen House at 
Karen~enpeacemakers.com, or 
call (413) 367-5275. 

Fame is lurking just ai·ound the 
comer for all you would-be 
singing stars, as Valley Idol 
returns to the Shea Theater, 71 
Avenue A in Turners Falls. 
Audition Night takes place on 
May 7th, and we can only hope 
the lawyer with the seeing eye 
dog and the lumbe1jack outfit 
returns to reprise our favorite 
Hai1y Chapin song. 

Past yeai·s have seen over 40 
contestants compete for the honor 
of being the next "Valley Idol". 
Admission for this first night is 
just $3 at the door, and there is no 
better ente1tainment value any
where, we guai·antee you. For 
more info1mation and registi·ation 
contact the Shea at 
www.theshea.org or call (413) 
863-2281. 

The Valley Advocate has deter
mined the winner of the "Best 
Neighborhood Bai·" catego1y in 
the readers' poll the 
Rendezvous, located at 78 Third 
Sti·eet in Turners Falls. 

Congratulations to the ''Voo"! 
We hope readers of the Advocate 
will visit Turners, not only to dis
cover a great neighborhood bai·, 
but a great neighborhood, with 
many other fine establishments, 
community theater, concerts, and 
nature programs. 
Send items for local briefs to 
reporter- l oca l@m on ta
guema.net 

laid on Mai·ch 5th, because an 
adult eagle had settled low in the 
nest and one has remained sitting 
every day since. 

By now, the appropriate num
ber of days to hatch out an eagle 
chick have passed (35 to 37). and 
we ai·e now watching a lot of 
nest activity. Both adult eagles 
have been seen on or perched 
near the nest all last weekend. 

On Monday, April 12th, we 
watched actions that could mean 
a chick is being fed. Ralph 
Taylor, of the Massachusetts 
Depaitment of Fish and Wildlife, 
has been notified, so the health 
check and banding of eagle 
babies can take place at the prop
er time. 

The leaves are budding into 
leaf in the early spring waimth; 
soon my telescope will no longer 
be able to pick out the eagle nest. 

A good place to watch the 
eagle pai·ents flying to and from 
Eagle Island is from the boat 
ramp off Route 2 in Gill. 
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KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

BY NEIL SERVEN 
GREENFIELD - When it 
comes to pluralizing words, most 
people get the basic stuff right. 
Quite often it comes naturally: 
one house becomes several hous
es and one child becomes mlffier
ous children. Some classes of 
words ai·e tiickier to pluralize 
than others, however. 

Many people know that words 
that end in certain letters require a 
spelling change when pluralized. 
Words that end ins, x, z, ch, and 
sh require you to add an e before 
the s: lenses, crosses, boxes, 
waltzes, beaches, mai·shes. Words 
that end in a y following a conso
nant require you to change the y 
to i before adding es: paities, 
babies, flies, melodies, a1istocra
cies. Proper nouns ending in y, 
however, simply add an s: the 
Kennedys, Toyota Camiys. 

Note that words ending in a y 
following another vowel don't 
require any additional spelling 
change: days, boys, forays, trol
leys. 

Many words ending inf orfe 
require changing the f to a v 
before adding s or es: knives, 
leaves, shelves, scaives. This mle 
is not universal, however: se1if is 
pluralized simply as serifs and 
carafe as cai·afes, while many dic
tionaiies recognize the plural of 
wha1f as either wha1fs or whaives 
and the plural of dwarf as either 
dwa1fs (as in Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs) or dwarves. 
Words ending in double:f don't 
require a change at all: playoffs, 
mastiffs, cuffs. 

The mles are a little less strin
gent for nouns ending in o. My 
eighth-grade English teacher 
once told me that there are only 
four words ending in o that 
require you to add an e before the 
s: echoes, heroes, potatoes, toma
toes. I'm not sure it's as cut and 
diied as that in practice, though: 
words like volcano, zero, and 
domino appear frequently enough 
both with s and es that most dic
tionaiies show either spelling as 
standai·d. No e is needed if the o 
is preceded by another vowel: 
stereos, folios, kangaroos. 

And then there are words that 
follow their own pluralization 
mles. For example, you Inight see 
the word focus pluralized as foci, 
stadium as stadia, genus as gen
era, and index as indices. These 
ai·e words de1ived from Latin, 
and the wiiter is spelling the plu-
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Of Mice and. Men: About Plurals 
ral as it would be in that lan
guage. Same with Greek: synop
sis becomes synopses and c1ite1i
on becomes c1iteria. But a lot of 
wiiters aren't comfortable plural
izing words this way when 
they're used in English, so you'll 
still see a lot of staditlills or 
indexes. That's why many dic
tionaries show the plural forms as 
acceptable. And of course there 
are iITegular plurals that are not 
pursuant to the word's 01iginal 
language, as Inice for mouse and 
geese for goose. 

Some nouns are what we call 
zero plurals, meaning they 
require no spelling change at all. 
Most of the well-known ones are 
animals (sheep, deer, tuna), plus a 
few words that end in s: species, 
se1ies, means ( as in "a means to 
an end"). And then there are mass 
nouns, which aren't pluralized 
simply because they aren't count
able: mud, blood, oxygen, fiiend
liness. Some nouns can be ti·eated 
as mass nouns in one sense and 
count nouns in another - you 
don't, for example, speak of grass 
in the plural when you are speak
ing of the plant that covers the 
ground, but grasses works when 
you're talking about different 
species. 

The majo1ity of pluralization 
en-ors occurs when people unnec
essarily insert an apostrophe 

before adding on the s: "crocus's" 
instead of "crocuses,"; "idea's" 
instead of"ideas," etc. The use of 
an aposti·ophe to fo1m a plural is 
pretty much restiicted to a single 
instance: when you ai·e pluraliz
ing single letters (as in "There ai·e 
three a's in 'banana"' or "Mind 
your p's and q's"). You don't 
even need an aposti·ophe when 
pluralizing mlffierals (as in 
decades, such as "he grew up in 
the '60s"). 

In all other cases, if you feel 
tempted to insert an aposti·ophe 
between the noun and the s to 
fo1m a plural, you should step 
back a moment. If merely adding 
an s to fo1m a plural makes a 
word "look wi·ong," it may be 
that a spelling change is all that is 
actually needed. 

Neil Serven is an Associate 
Editor for Merriam-Webster, Inc., 
in Springfield. 
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MCTV to Hold Selectboard Debate 
MONTAGUE - Once again, 
the candidates rnnning for 
selectboard in Montague will 
have an opporhmity to explain 
their position on the issues to 
the voters live on Montague 
Commtmity Television, at a 
debate scheduled to be aired 
live from town hall at 7 p.m. 
on April 29th. The show will 

be rebroadcast in the weeks 
leading up to the May 17th 
town election. The public is 
welcome to attend and partic
ipate by posing questions to 
the three candidates: Chris 
Boutwell, Margaret Pyfrom, 
and Rachel Roy. For more 
information, call Robin Mide 
at MCTV, 863-9200. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Reverse the Tax Shift 
BY CHUCK COLLINS 
JAMAICA PLAIN - In my 
community we're facing severe 
cuts in schools and elder services, 
and our local public libra1y and 
community recreation center will 
soon close. Yet our local prope1ty 
taxes and fees are rising. Why are 
we paying more and getting less 
for it? 

Each year as Tax Day 
approaches, there's a national 
mud fight about taxes and the 
proper role of government. Some 
argue that the Iniddle class is 
ove1taxed and that we don't get 
what we used to for our tax dol
lars. Others point to the practical 
necessity of raising revenue to 
reduce our national debt and 
make long-overdue investments 
to upgrade our aging infrastmc
ture. Both sides of this debate are 
COITect. 

Middle-class households are 
ove1taxed. For 50 years, the tax 
burden has shifted off the very 
wealthy to the Iniddle class, and 
from global co1porations to small 
business. By adding to our 
national debt, we're shifting taxes 
off of today's taxpayers onto 
tomoITow's workers, who will 
pay interest for decades to come. 

This is the Great Tax Shift. It's 
happening in slow motion, under 
both Republican and Democratic 
presidents. It's the reason why 
our cities and towns are strapped 
and our federal debt is increasing. 

Since 1960, the share of 
household income that Iniddle
class households paid in federal 
taxes has increased slightly, from 
15.9 to 16.1 percent. But the 
wealthiest Americans have seen 
their tax outlays, as a share of 
income, drop by almost half. The 
top 1 percent of taxpayers, whose 
incomes strut at $2 Inillion, saw 
their share of income paid in fed
eral taxes decline from 60 to 33.6 
percent between 1960 and 2004. 

During George W. Bush's 
presidency, we expanded tax cuts 
to Americans with incomes over 
$250,000. That added another 
$700 billion to the national debt. 
Meanwhile, Congress failed to 
close loopholes for global corpo
rations, resulting in thousands of 
profitable U.S. companies paying 
no c01porate income taxes - at all 
- between 1998 and 2008. 

When rich individuals and 
c01porations don't pay their fair 
share, the bill gets passed to the 

Iniddle class and our debt grows. 
That's hard to appreciate until 
things sta1t to hit close to home. 
When we see our roads, mass 
transit, schools, and veterans' 
services suffer, we sta1t to under
stand. Our public services have 
been chronically underfonded for 
40 years, and all states and 
municipalities are grappling with 
budget crises. 

We must reverse the Great Tax 
Shift, sta1ting with three changes 
to our tax code: 

First, Congress should main
tain the Iniddle-class tax cuts 
passed in 2001 that expire at the 
end of this year. And lawmakers 
should rebalance the tax code by 
allowing tax breaks for the rich to 
expire. 

Second, Congress should 
crack down on overseas tax 
havens, which allow global cor
porations to pretend they've 
eamed all their profits in coun
tries like the Grand Cayman 
Islands and their losses here in the 
U.S. These loopholes create an 
unlevel playing field, where small 
businesses and patriotic enterpris
es compete against tax-dodging 
companies. Businesses that enjoy 
our nation's privileges - includ
ing national defense, public infra
stmcture, and property rights -
should pay their fair share. 

Third, we need a modest 
financial speculation tax on Wall 
Street transactions, including the 
purchase and sale of exotic finan
cial investments such as deriva
tives, hedge fonds, and specula
tive stock trades. One proposal 
before Congress, modeled after 
existing laws in England and 
Taiwan, would place a one-cent 
levy on eve1y $4 in transactions 
while exempting retirement fonds 
and the first $100,000 in invest
ments. The Wall Street financiers 
who drove our economy off a 
cliff should help pay for the 
clean-up operation. 

Together, these three measures 
would generate over $300 billion 
a year in revenue without increas
ing taxes on the Iniddle class. 
This revenue would both reduce 
the federal deficit and help states 
and localities avert damaging 
budget cuts. 

Chuck Collins is a senior 
scholar at the Institute for Policy 
Studies in Washington, and afor
mer resident of J Street in Turners 
Falls. 
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LETTERS 10f!JiTHE EDITOR 

The End of an Era 
On April 11th, Rodney Beauchesne's house was 

burnt to the ground. This is the end of the 
Beauchesne fainily of Montague Center. This fam
ily has been part of this quaint little New England 
town for over 100 years. 

We, Rodney's fainily, would like to express our 
gratitude to the wonderful members of the 
Montague Center fire department. Most of you 
knew Rodney for years and accepted him as the per
son he was. We would like to thank you for doing 
your job on April 11th with dignity, tact, and caring 
for our feelings during that day. We cannot thank all 
of you enough. 

To the "new residents" of the village, we apolo
gize for the eyesore of Rodney's dwellings. But if 
you all look in your backyards, there is a piece of 
Rodney eve1ywhere. It way be windows in a shed, 
part of a fence or pa1t of a wonderful treehouse. 
Please be careful in life who you make fun of or 
complain about. 

Rodney's land will be tumed into a wildlife sanc
tua1y for all to enjoy. Please when you visit to fish 
or just enjoy the beauty of "Beau Pai·k," think of 
Rodney with a smile. 

The residents of Montague Center who knew 
Rodney, odd as he may have been, were always 
kind, understanding and willing to accept him into 
your community. We thank you. 

Montague Center was our home for years. It's 
sad to see how it's not the friendly little town it once 
was. 

- The Beachesne Family: 
Sheree, Jackie, Jamie, Jesse, Duane 

GUEST EDITORIAL The New Lead Paint Law and its Effect on 

The Perfect Storm Contractors, Homeowners, and 
Small Businesses 

BY JOE GRAVELINE 
NORIBFIELD - On April 
22nd, all the necessary man
made conditions will converge 
and bring tens of thousands of 
small businesses in 
Massachusetts into the Iniddle of 
some of the most difficult times 
they have ever experienced. 
Thousands will shut their doors, 
many after having se1ved their 
local communities for decades. 

With the high unemployment 
rate in America, overbearing new 
regulations regarding renovation, 
remodeling and lead paint, fines 
targeted to small contractors to 
the tune of up to $75,000 a day 
and one of the highest concentra
tion of homes built before 1978 
right here in Westem Mass, all 
the right conditions are in place 
for the Pe1fect Econoinic Sto1m 
for small contracting businesses. 

On April 22nd, the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency will strut to enforce a 

new set of laws, embraced by the 
state of Massachusetts, that will 
govern all work done on houses 
built before 1978. It's called the 
EPA repair and ma.intenance pro
gram final ntle - 40 CFR Pait 
745. Any work done on proper
ties built before 1978 is to be con
sidered a health hazard due to 
lead paint. Lead paint was used 
on over 68 million homes, for 
over a hundred yeai·s, all across 
America. The law is being enact
ed to protect children under six 
years old, pregnant women, and 
people with comproinised health. 

The EPA asse1ts that any work 
done on buildings built before 
1978 will disturb the lead paint 
that was commonly found in 
buildings of that age group, and 
that the disturbance of the sur
faces in these buildings during 
remodeling projects have been 
for years one of the main causes 
for children under six and preg
nant women testing high for 
exposure to lead. 

These new laws ai·e fai· reach
ing, and in my judgment will 
affect neai·ly all small businesses, 
part of a chain of commerce that 

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 
fflontague l\.eporter 
S8 4th St Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 

includes the local donut shop to 
the local banks and grocery 
stores. The larger cities will not 
be immune from the impact of 
this new set of regulations either. 

In a nutshell, starting on April 
22nd, the EPA mandates that all 
persons working on prope1ties 
built before 1978 take an eight
hour training and be licensed to 
follow a ve1y strict set of guide
lines that include work practice 
protocols. 

Once work struts on pre-1978 
buildings, the ce1tified renovator 
has a number of responsibilities. 
First they must distribute the 
EPA's "Renovate Right" 
brochure to the prope1ty owner 
and have them sign the pre-reno
vation form in the booklet, post 
waining signs outside the work 
ai·ea, and supe1vise setting up 
containment to prevent spreading 
dust, for both interior and exteri
or projects. High-speed sanding, 
grinding and sawing without a 
special containment setup and 
HEPA-vac exhaust hookup for 
each tool will be prohibited. 
Open flame buming is not 
allowed. Once the work is com
pleted, the regttlation specifies 
cleaning and waste disposal pro
cedures, which must also be 
supe1vised by a ce1tified renova
tor. 

Next is a mttlti-layered verifi
cation and record keeping trail. 
After cleanup is complete, the 
ce1tified renovator must verify by 
matching a cleaning cloth with an 

see STORM pg 5 



April 15, 2010 

e_a.n.didateJ df La,li.t 
- AT THE LEVERETT TOWN HALL -

BY DAVID DETMOLD - Eight 
people showed up for Candidates 
Night, to listen as residents nm
ning for townwide office made 
their pitch at the Leverett select
board meeting on Tuesday. Four 
of them were candidates. 

No races appear to be in the 
offing for the upcoming April 
24th election, which, tmique to 
the town of Leverett in the 
Commonwealth, takes place by 
nomination from the floor and 
vote of residents assembled at 
annual town meeting. 

Before the candidates spoke, 
Beth Adams, a Leverett resident, 

STORM from pg 4 

EPA ve11fication card. If the cloth 
appears diitier or darker than the 
card, the cleaning must be repeat
ed. A complete file of records on 
the project must be kept by the 
certified renovator for three 
years. It is suggested that photo
graphs be taken during the 
process to document the renova
tion. This is supposed to help 
with the potential litigation expo
sure the new protocol may place 
on contractors. 

The new regulations state that 
all furnishings are to be removed 
by the contractors from the proj
ect areas and that all areas be 
sealed off and protected with poly 
sheets that are to be bagged, vac
uum sealed, and disposed of in a 
landfill at completion of that part 
of any project. All workers are to 
wear protective clothing, includ
ing booties, gloves, hats, and 
masks. Each break time, the pro
tective outfits are to be removed 
before leaving the protected area, 
rolled into themselves, and 
thrown away. A new outfit is to 
be worn upon returning to the 
work area after each break. 

All work areas on the exte110r 
of the buildings are to be marked 
off with a special b11ght red "lead 
hazard tape" 20 feet out from the 
buildings. The grotmd around the 
buildings are to be protected by a 
6 inil poly grotmd cloth ten feet 
out from the exterior walls and no 
holes are allowed to be tom in the 
plastic ground cloth. All ladders 
and staging are to be set up on 
this ground cloth. 

accompanied by Western Mass 
ACLU director Bill Newman, 
introduced a citizen-initiated res
olution, which will also be voted 
on at annual town meeting, to 
urge Congress to repeal the ban 
on releasing cleared detainees 
from Guantanamo Bay into the 
United States, and to welcome 
such cleared detainees to settle in 
the town of Leverett as soon as 
the ban is lifted. 

"I am a member of the group 
No More Guantanamos," said 
Adams, "and a witness against 
torture, which is why as a town 
member I feel called to bring this 

There is a lot more to the reg
ulations I haven't covered, but 
the point is eve1ything has 
changed in how contractors are 
expected to approach any work 
they do on pre-1978 homes or 
prope1ty, and that will have a sig
nificant impact on remodeling 
from next Thursday on. 

The EPA has said, "Given the 
relatively low estimated overall 
average per-job cost of this final 
ntle, which is $35, and the rela
tively easy-to-use work practices 
required by this final ntle, EPA 
does not expect the incremental 
costs associated with this mle to 
be a dete1minative factor for con
sumers." 

The EPA also said, "It is diffi
cult to dete1mine with any 
amount of ce1tainty whether this 
final mle will have tmintended 
consequences." You think? 

For every day I am on a job, I 
have fixed overhead expenses 
that have to be covered, and I 
need to make a profit for my skill, 
effo1ts, and liability exposure. As 
a window replacement specialist, 
I excel in moving rapidly through 
a job, so my business will be 
impacted more than most. A job I 
could do in one day last year will 
now take about four or five days 
to complete under the new final 
ntles, equating to cost increases 
of three to four htmdred percent, 
often tens of thousands of dollars 
per project. In the last week 
alone, there have been four out of 
five days when the winds have 
exceeded 20 iniles per hour. On 
days such as these, all exte110r 
work will be prohibited on pre-

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

resolution forward." 
Newman said he had been 

involved in a similar citizen-led 
effo1t in Amherst last year, when 
Amherst became the first town in 
the nation to vote on and pass a 
resolution welcoming cleared 
Guantanamo detainees. 

"The Bush administration 
came up with the idea of locking 
up the worst of the worst in a 
place that was lawless," said 
Newman. In the afte1math of 
9/11, the U.S. Department of 
Defense offered $5,000 rewards 
for people turned in as te1To11sts, 
(the equivalent of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in Pakistan 
or Afghanistan). 

"Whoever you turned in, you 
got $5,000," Newman asse1ted, 
and the captives were inte1Ted 
without charge or recourse to trial 

1978 homes. Did I forget to men
tion that? 

No one I have talked to can 
tmderstand where the EPA's 
research that put a p11ce tag of 
$35 per project came from, and 
the EPA is not telling us. 

The EPA's numbers make no 
sense in the real contracting 
world. The fines for noncompli
ance of up to $75,000 a day are 
oppressive for small contractors 
and will shift the ability to shoul
der this kind of exposure to only 
the very largest contracting com
panies, helping to put the little 
guy out of business here in 
Massachusetts. 

I have been in the replacement 
window business since 1986. In 
that time I have replaced tens of 
thousands of windows in pre-
1978 homes here in Franklin 
County. So you inight say I have 
been up close and personal with 
all the mechanics of remodeling 
homes of that age group. Last 
year I had my lead level tested, 
and it came in below n01mal. 

I have no doubt that children 
across Ame11ca have become ill 
from lead exposure. The question 
is, where did they come in con
ta.ct with the levels of lead that 
made them ill? Was it the time the 
electi-ician rewired their parents' 
or landlord's prope1ty, or was it 
from the old painted screen door 
they ran in and out of all last sum
mer? Or perhaps it was from the 
antique Christmas decorations 
they wmtld hang up each holiday, 
or maybe it was from the old 
house down the sti·eet that took 
twelve hours to bum to the 

5 

Nanry Ta/anian, Beth Adams, and Bill Ne1vman, with No More 
Guancinamos, are working to pa.rs a resolution at the Leverett town meeting 
on April 24th calling on Congress to repeal the ban on cleared detainees from 

Guantanamo being re/ea.red to the United States, and 111elcoming cleared 
detainees to come to live in Leverett. 

at Guantanamo Bay. "It turned 
into an international disaster for 
the U.S." Newman said, "Seven 
htmdred and fifty people were 

ground and smoked up the neigh
borhood for a couple of days. The 
EPA has admitted that toys from 
China have for a number of years 
been making children ill from 
lead exposure. That includes the 
painted ca1toon drinking cups 
given away in some fast food 
restaurants for the longest time. 

Folks like myself who have 
been exposed for decades to the 
hazards associated with contract
ing work in pre-1978 homes are 
coming up clean on our lead tests. 
Where is the lead that is ha1ming 
our children coming from? 

Lead poisoning can come 
from thousands of sources, most 
of which will not be addressed in 
these new regulations. No 
responsible conti-actor wishes to 
see anyone get sick from lead 
paint, but the fact is the EPA has 
targeted in this new law only a 
ve1y small area in which a child 
or anyone could come in conta.ct 
with lead. 

I am upset that the review 
process was not brought to the 
attention of contractors through a 
letter from the state or the federal 
government any number of years 
ago when we cottld have weighed 
in on the real issues the EPA does 
not seem to grasp. 

With seven million jobs lost in 
the econoinic downturn and the 
bail out of AIG and other large 
corporations, I see these kinds of 
tmfunded mandates by our gov
ernment as oppressive and an 
insttlt to small businesses and the 
working class in America. Maybe 
many of us will find the time to 
do a little fishing this year. 

locked up at one time or another 
at Guantanamo," and 181 p11son
ers still remain. "Most of them 
are cleared for release. They are 
stuck there. They cannot go back 
to their cotmtl1es of 011gin due the 
recognized threat of to1ture or 
death. Fifteen other countl-ies 
have taken cleared detainees, but 
the U.S. has banned them. The 

see LEVERETT pg 18 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Maypole Returning to Town ~ommon 
NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Finance Committee Takes 
Another Look at New 

Senior Center 

The Marlboro Morris Men danced at the Community Garden on 3rd and L Street, across from La Bodega, on 
T uesdqy night, in an annual prelude to the Mery Dery revels on the Montague village common 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The phous group ofMonis Men, wise wines that go well with barbeque. 
Maypole, though it is in no way women, Johnny Jump-Ups, 1:he d~li will sell hot sandwiches, 
officially endorsed by the town of Dmids, and assorted merrymak- s~de di~hes, and prepar~d spare 
Montague, will nonetheless rise ers who converge on the town nbs, chicken, and other items for 
above the town common again common on the Sunday closest to customers to take home for 
this year. May 1st to Welcome in the May- reheating or barbeq~g at home. 

The selectboard granted a per- 0, as they have for many years. Though she said she. wel-
mit for the age-old pagan symbol This year the ceremony will corned Holy Smokes coIIllllg to 
of spiingtime and fertility to be take place on the second day of downtown Turners,. Jay K's 
planted once again on the verdant May, from 10:30 to noon. "Wear owner Pam ~ostanski as_ked_ ~e 
town common of Montague a colorful shirt," advised Muller, board to consider the advisability 
Center, per the request of Center as he invited all and sundiy to ~f issuin~ another package store 
Street resident Michael Muller, attend the springtime revel, "or license directly across the street 
speaking on behalf of an amor- you'll be invisible." from her establishment. 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing -Patios -Walks -

Walls Installed -Tree Work 
Loam -Compost -Mulch 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
413-863-3652 

Writers Wanted 
The Montague Reporter 

is seeking to hire 
committed reporters 

to cover local 
school committee and 
selectboard meetings. 

If you aren't committed yet, 
we can get you committed. 

For details call 
(413) 863-8666. 

Even though the board cannot Lou Ekus said, "We will be 
officially endorse such rambunc- offeiing a ve1y limited selection. 
tious goings-on as the May Day The package store across the 
frolic, while they granted the per- street may benefit from people 
mit to "erect a sign or other object buying a rack of iibs and mnning 
on public property," selectboard across for a six pack." . 
chair Patiicia Pmitt did allow, The board approved a pemut 
"It's a lot of fun for all ages." for the opening day parade for the 

Including the Middle Ages. Newt Guilbault League on 
And even the New Age. Sunday, May 2nd, from noon to 1 
The board also approved a pm., starting at the high school, 

request for a package store license continuing down Montague 
for Holy Smokes Deli at 52 Sti·eet to the ballfields on Crocker 
Avenue A to sell beer and wine, Avenue. The PowerTown Jump 
and foiwarded the request to the Team will be parachuting onto 
Alcoholic Beverage Conti·ol the field. All are welcome. 
Commission on behalf of Leslie Tami Patnaude, speaking for 
and Lou Elms, deli owners. the League, said they would be 

The Ekuses say they hope to hosting the regional "world series 
have a 'soft opening' for their for nine year olds" starting on 
new 750-square-foot deli some- August 6th, with pa1ticipants 
time in the next month. They plan from all the New England states. 
to sell local bottled beer, like the "You all do a great job on the 
Element Brewe1y beer made in fields and fences," said board 
Millers Falls, along with a few member Pat Allen. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - On 
Monday, the finance committee 
met for a second time with Polly 
Kiely, senior center director, to 
discuss the proposed new $2.4 
million, 6,600 square foot senior 
center planned to be built on town 
owned land no11h of the elemen
taiy school off Route 63. 

Last week, the finance com
mittee split 3-2 to recommend 
against the new senior center. 
Kiely said finance committee 
chair Stanley Gradowski came to 
the present senior center, located 
on the first floor of the fo1mer ele
menta1y school on Pleasant 
Street, in Ervingside, to talk over 
the proposal some more, and 
invited her back to meet with the 
foll committee for a second time 
on Monday. 

Gradowski said, "Because of 
the impo1tance of the senior cen
ter, I felt we should have a ftu1her 
discussion with her. We went 
over the whole scenario again, in 
a little more info1mal setting." 

Kiely said the discussion fol
lowed the same lines as on the 
previous Monday, and the 
finance committee again voted 3-
2 against the proposal, with Dan 
Hammock and Winniphred Stone 
joining Gradowski in opposition, 
and Dennis Wonsey and Pete 
Cavanaugh still voting to suppo1t 
the proposal. 

Kiely said she was unsure why 
the finance committee wanted to 
have a second chance to talk over 
the proposal with her, since the 
members did not appear to have 
shifted their positions. In the pre
vious week's meeting, Dan 
Hammock and Winniphred Stone 
joined Gradowski in voting not to 
recommend the proposal, which 
would be paid for out of a combi
nation of $1.25 million from free 
cash, $500,000 in taxation, and 
$650,000 ti·ansfened from 
unspent funds previously allocat
ed for renovating the Ervingside 
wastewater ti·eatment plant. Pete 
Cavanaugh and Dennis Wonsey 
voted to suppo1t the proposal. 

Gradowski said he is, "67 
years old and on cmtches," and, 
"olll' votes on the finance com-

mittee may not reflect what our 
hue feelings are. But I am look
ing out for the finances of the 
total town of Erving." 

Administi·ative assistant Tom 
Sharp said the selectboard had a 
different stance on the proposed 
new senior center. 

"They've all said publicly, 
more than once, because of the 
financing stmcture and the avail
ability of fonds, they're not only 
putting the senior center on the 
wa1Tant, they're endorsing it." 

Meanwhile, the selectboard 
met separately from the finance 
committee and reopened the town 
meeting wammt long enough to 
add a resolution, at the suggestion 
of Union 28 superintendent Joan 
Wickman, asking town meeting 
to weigh in on an amendment to 
the education reform bill passed 
by the legislature in Januaiy. The 
amendment in question eased the 
way for a single school commit
tee to leave a supe1intendency 
muon by a simple majority vote, 
without consultation with other 
member towns in the union. 

Although Wickman had asked 
for a warrant aiticle calling for the 
repeal of the amendment, on 
advice of town counsel the select
board agreed only to place the 
following wording on the town 
meeting waiTant: 

"Be it resolved the town 
request of the school committee 
p1ior to any vote to withdi·aw the 
town from participation in Union 
28 that the school committee hold 
a public heating on the matter." 

In other news, the board 
signed an agreement with the 
town of Montague spelling out 
the tenns by which Elving may 
rent Montague's sewer vacuum 
t111ck. The contract will allow 
Erving to rent the tiuck at the rate 
of $125 an holll', from 6 am. to 2 
p m. weekdays, with Montague 
personnel operating the vehicle, 
and shields Montague from liabil
ity for any damage to pipelines, 
p1ivate homes, or town personnel 
working on or neai· the sewer vac. 

Speaking of damage to p1ivate 

see ERVING pg 8 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 

School Oversight Group 
Foresees "Financial Disaster" 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
selectboard of Gill has endorsed 
a letter to the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education, and local legislators, 
calling for more active state par
ticipation to avoid "a financial 
disaster that affects directly the 
education of our children." 

The letter, presented by 
finance committee chair Tupper 
Brown to the selectboard for 
approval on Monday, was pre
pared by the technical panel of 
the oversight group working on a 
plan for fiscal and educational 
stability for the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District 
(GMRSD). The selectboards and 
finance committees of Gill and 
Montague, along with the school 
committee and superintendent of 
schools, are represented on that 
working group. 

The letter paints a bleak pic
ture of the financial factors fac
ing the school district, and sets 
out a number of initiatives for 
state legislators and DESE com
missioner Mitchell Chester to 
consider. 

At the March 25th meeting of 
the technical panel, the letter 
notes, a budget scenario was pre
sented, showing ''where the dis
trict stands today, and where it 
will move financially in the com
ing five years under cwTently 
held assumptions as to available 
revenues and the growth in dis
trict budgets. The result is 
deficits every year beginning 
with over $500,000 in FY' 11 and 
growing to more than $1.2 mil
lion in FY'15." 

The letter, which Brown said 
would be sent out later this week 
if the endorsement of the 
Montague selectboard and the 
GMRSD school committee can 
also be obtained, ftuther stated, 
"We are particularly disappoint
ed that the state representatives 
seemed unwilling to step forward 
and offer the active leadership 
that we believe is warranted, 
especially in light of the fact that 
DESE now has financial respon
sibility for this school district for 
the second year in a row." 

The letter called on DESE and 
state legislators to increase state 
fonding to local school districts 

"such as ours," and stipulated a 
3% annual increase in state 
Chapter 70 will be needed to 
attain fiscal stability, rather than 
the historical 1 % increase the 
GMRSD has experienced in the 
past decade. It also called on the 
state legislators and DESE to 
work with the district to analyze 
per-pupil costs and to offer expe
rience and expertise in reducing 
costs, while at the same time 
strengthening the delive1y of 
education for all students. 
Finally, the letter called for town 
and district involvement in any 
school district regionalization 
plans that may be forthcoming 
from the statehouse, or from 
DESE, saying, "It is impossible 
for towns and districts to develop 
sustainable approaches to educa
tion and its financing with radical 
restmcturing continuously loom
ing but never clearly defined." 

Brown suggested the Gill 
selectboard may wish to send 
copies of the letter to towns and 
cities throughout the 
Commonwealth, in order to stim
ulate a common response to what 
he considers to be the common 
problem of inadequate state aid 
for local districts required by law 
to meet state-imposed standards 
and federal educational require
ments. 

Brown praised the involve
ment of Superintendent Carl 
Ladd in the working sessions. 
"He has ideas for education that 
are extremely usefol for our dis
trict," said Brown. "He does not 
seem to feel that only money will 
save the education problem." 

In other news, the selectboard 
endorsed the conse1vation com
mission's plan to spend the entire 
sum remaining in their land 
acquisition account- $4,547 - to 
help provide the local match for 
the state's acquisition of develop
ment rights on the so-called 
Kozunkowski property, totaling 
six buildable lots adjacent to the 
Gill Elementa1y School, for 
inclusion in the Agriculture 
Protection Restriction program. 

An estimated $12,000 to 
$13,000 will be required for the 
local match, but French plans to 
contribute the rest of the local 
match himself through a ''bargain 
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sale," of the development rights. 
Conservation COlllllllSSlOn 

chair Ken Sprankle is resigning 
his post, due to time constraints. 
The board appointed Paul 
Sievert, of Mountain Road, a 
professor of natural resources 
conse1vation at UMass Amherst, 
to take the empty seat on the con
servation commission, effective 
April 16th. 

The problems with the well at 
the elementaiy school took a new 
tum dwmg the heavy rains at the 
end of March, when water began 
leaking into a basement-level 
storage room. The well water has 
been troubled with high colifo1m 
cotmts following heavy rains, 
and the town is seeking to ascer
tain the source of the off and on 
contamination. 

Town administrative assistant 
Ray Ptumgton said the pipe car-
1ying the water from the well to 
the school appears to nm through 
a concrete vault and sleeve 
before entering the basement, 
and either the encasing sleeve or 
the vault may be the source of 
inflow of grotmdwater, not only 
to the basement, but perhaps 
back to the well itself. The high
way department plans to exca
vate the water line dwmg the 
upcoming school vacation. 

The selectboard directed the 
board of health to renew the 
existing contract for hauling trash 
and recyclables with Alternative 
Recycling of Leeds, but without 
the foe! escalator or decrease 
clause that has caused the com
pany to lose money on the con
tract since the first few months of 
the present two year contract. 
Since that time, foe! costs have 
declined, and Gill has saved 
something on the order of 
$10,000 on the $77,000 contract. 

Ptumgton said trash sticker 
sales b1mg in about 46% ($3500) 
of the cost of trash and recyclable 
pickup in Gill, and about $1,000 
more comes in as a reimburse
ment for the recycled materials. 

Ivan Ussach was appointed to 
the town's energy commission. 

The selectboard declared May 
1st to 9th Gill Emu Week, at the 
request of DeeDee Mares of the 
Songline Emu Fann, to coincide 
with National Emu Week. Emus 
are large, flightless birds, raised 
for their meat and eggs. 

Large birds like emus need 
large weeks, which may explain 
why seven days to appreciate 
emus is just not enough. 
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History Comes Alive with 
Old Maps of Gill 

t ~{ J'ooi 
I .,; 

SSACH Pff0!91 • ' I ... 0 
fury Purington (foreground) examing Old Maps of Gill 

BY IV AN USSACH - In 1794, don't know their own town maps, 
when the state of Massachusetts Allen said, is because many of 
was less than ten years old, the them have not been available 
legislature decreed that all towns locally. His collection includes 
in the Commonwealth be proper- maps from the national and state 
ly swveyed and mapped with all archives, as well as from town 
significant natural features. records from Greenfield and 

Incorporated only a year earli- Historic Deerfield. 
er, in 1793, after a vote to sepa- Greenfield split off from 
rate from Greenfield, the town of Deerfield in 1753 for the same 
Gill prepared and sent a map con- reason most new towns of the 
spicuous for the inclusion of only pre-industrial era fo1med - peo
one road. Marked "County Road pie fotmd repeated travel to 
to Bernardston," it was the pre- church and town meeting too 
cursor to what became West Gill long and onerous a jomney. By 
Road. the 1780s, Gill residents were 

A healthy dose of state histo1y tired of having to travel to the 
was just one of the many extra Greenfield meeting house, then 
benefits that came with attending located at Silver and Federal 
Dave Allen's presentation on the streets. 
Historic Maps of Gill, attended The earliest maps Allen 
by about 35 people at Gill town showed were regional maps of 
hall on April 6th. Allen displayed New England. A 167 5 map 
numerous maps that audience shows no sign of our area, but 
members pored over before and depicts the site of a battle that 
after his slideshow talk. Allen year from King Phillips War in 
also passed out copies of a hand- Hadley with a small colored illus
out with many of the map images tration of English and natives. 
he displayed. The Falls Fight the following 

Allen has worked in the land year in what is now Riverside, in 
smveying business in Franklin Gill, shows up on some later 
Cotmty for 20 years. A self- maps. 
described "pack rat," he collects A 1717 Deerfield map is the 
eve1y map he comes across, and oldest one showing the area of 
scans them onto a computer file. present-day Gill; the smveyor 

The Gill cultural cotmcil spon- approximated the Connecticut 
sored his talk, and the Gill his- River by showing it as a straight 
toric commission recently pur- line, with one jag. 
chased a series of six maps from A map from the 1740s 
among those Allen has collected includes the Deerfield, No1thfield 
and organized. and Hatfield settlements, with 

One of the reasons people see MAPS pg 14 
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from BURN pg 1 
Lovejoy told the assembled fire 
chiefs. "Where's the first tee?" 

Lovejoy said he'd been work
ing on getting the proper pennits 
for the controlled bum since last 
November. Before that, "it took 
months to get the estate and the 
land trnst organized to transfer 
the property," Lovejoy added. 

Jaime Beeauchesne 
lit the ceremonial torch 

Once the final cleanup is com
pleted, the property will be 
acquired by the Massachusetts 
Department of Fish and Game, to 
be used as an access point for 
fishing in the Sawmill River, 
which mns along the property's 
east boundary. 

The neighboring fire depart
ments have been using the 
Beauchesne property for training 
for several weeks. "You don't get 
the opportunity to train with a 
real house ve1y often," noted 
Turners fire chief Ray Godin. 
"Most houses are in much tighter 
neighborhoods." 

Godin said two weekends ago, 
young trainees had a chance to 
practice rescuing heavy dummies 
from the upper stories, wearing 
all their protective gear, while 
smoke machines kept the house 
filled with dense smoke. They got 
to watch and learn from the con
trolled bum of Beauchesne's 
barn, which burned to the ground 
in about 12 minutes on the week
end of March 27th. 

Ann Fisk said the last time the 
Montague Center department had 
organized a controlled bum was 
at the Eddy home, on the comer 
ofHatche1y Road and Greenfield 
Road, about 25 years ago. 

Last Sunday, neighbors clus
tered along South Main and Main 
Streets, watching Beauchesne's 
house go up in flames. On the 
other side of South Main is the 
empty lot where Beauchesne's 
father, Felix, once faimed. That 
faimhouse was pulled down in 
the '90s, in a less spectacular 
demolition effo1t. 

It was Beauchesne's nephew, 
Jaime, who lit the ceremonial 
propane torch used to light up the 
house. He watched the fire with 
approximately 60 firefighters 
from Sunderland, Eiving, Gill, 
Greenfield, Turners Falls, and 
Montague, in what became a sur
prisingly drawn-out and strangely 
somber scene. 

Perhaps not a few were think
ing about a man's life work and 
labor going up in flames. 

After a while, the blaze had 
burned through eve1y wall and 
eve1y room, and only the main 
suppo1ting timbers still stood, 
burning brightly. They stood for 
what seemed a long time. 

Rodney Beauchesne died on 
October 14th, 2007, after a pro
tracted battle with prostate can
cer. He is fondly remembered in 
the village for his generous 
nature, the pony rides he gave to 
kids at Old Home Days, his pro
lific shopping sprees at the 
Montague Congregational 
Church auction, his idyllic walks 
to the Mini Mart accompanied by 
pet goats, his habit of showing up 
at various watering holes from 
Greenfield to Bekhe1town on 
horseback, his appreciation of 
beauty, especially female beauty, 
and his lifelong love of a good 
bargain, which resulted in more 
stockpiled building materials 
stashed on the floodplain of the 
Sawmill than could be found in a 
well-stocked lumbe1yard in 
No1th Amherst or Greenfield, and 
at much better prices. 

Many of those materials found 
their way into the crazy-quilt con
stmction of his home. 

"He built it strong. Those sup
porting beams are like trees," said 
Captain John Zellman, of the 
Turners Falls fire depa1tment. 

Thirty-seven minutes passed 
before the top floors collapsed 
through the Iniddle of the build
ing in a shower of sparks and a 
fireball of flame. There were no 
cheers from the crowd, who con
tinued watching quietly, or drifted 
away toward home. 

"The basic lesson here: 'Don't 
screw ai·ound with house fires,"' 
commented Lovejoy. 

The Franklin Land Tmst, the 
cmrent owners of the prope1ty, ai·e 
asking for community volunteers 
to help with a clean-up day of the 
debris remaining at the fo1mer 
Beauchesne residence on 
Saturday, April 24th, at 10 1■, 
am. in Montague. !I 
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homes, the board has not heard 
directly from the Trask fainily in 
some weeks, said town adminis
trative coordinator Tom Sharp, 
since a private contractor work
ing for Erving on a sewer line in 
Ervingside accidentally caused 
an eruption of raw sewage 
through the sinks and bathroom 
fixtures of that residence, ren
dering their home tininhabit
able, to date. 

Sharp said the school com
Inittee plans to vote on April 
27th whether to allow the Trask 

fainily's school-aged child to 
complete the school year in the 
Erving Elementa1y School, 
since the Trask fainily is still 
being temporarily housed in a 
neighboring town. 

The board approved a busi
ness license for a company 
called A-2-Z, operated by Diane 
Bouley of 20 Central Street, 
Eivingside. Bouley offers ink 
and toner refilling and refur
bishing, computer repairs and 
cleaning. 

The board signed a reim
bursement form for Chapter 90 
funds to pay for $27,401 worth 

Fourth grader Malik Baker-Gore, with self-portrait 

holding one of the little critters 
proudly in her palm. 

Meagher received a $100 
Inini-grant from the Gill
Montague Education Ftmd to 
purchase the wo1m facto1y, Leh 
said. 

"Thanks for coining out to 
this spectacular show," called 
out beaming principal Elizabeth 
Musgrave, as the art house 
crowd in the gym allowed their 

chatter to subside ever so 
briefly. "We have many fine 
aitists." Cheers. "And we want 
to honor Mrs. Meagher, who has 
been working night and day," to 
put the show together. More 
wild cheering. 

And then, Musgrave intro
duced a drum circle of sh1dents 
who have been sh1dying Native 
American culhrre at Sheffield, 
and their pounding rhythm and 
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of paving and drainage work on 
Prospect Street extension in 
Eiving Center. 

After going over changes to 
the state Open Meeting Law that 
will go into effect on July 1st, 
including a stipulation to peri
odically review and release 
executive session minutes for 
items that no longer need to be 
kept confidential, the board 
agreed to hold an executive ses
sion on April 26th to review 
minutes of previous executive 
sessions, and release 
such minutes as can be l~I 
made public. 11!1 

singing only heightened the 
multi-culhu·al tapestiy of art 
work on display. 

Musgrave explained that 
Sheffield students have read 
more than 7,000 books and 
chapters so far in the school 
read-a-thon, and they will raise 
a penny for each book or chap
ter read to benefit the construc
tion of schools in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. Some of the sh1-
dent a1t depicted scenes from 
these two cotmtl'ies, inspired by 
reading a children's book called 
Listen to the Wznd. 

That book recalled the expe
rience of author Greg 
Mortenson, who travelled to 
Pakistan to climb the second
highest motmtain in the world, 
K-2, but, ill from the travails of 
that attempt, was cared for in a 
small motmtain village where 
the children had no school. He 
watched them using a stick to 
write their lessons in the sand, 
and dete1mined to raise money 
to help them build a school. He 
has now raised enough money 
through Pennies for Peace and 
other programs to build 57 
schools, and with Sheffield's 
help, is working on number 58. 

Rachel Tucker, fomth grader, 
said the book Listen to the Wznd 
inspired her to think about help
ing to create "World Peace, one 
school at a time." 

Karissa Fleming was think
ing more about the waste of 
products that get plowed into 
local landfills in our country 
when she created her work of 
art: a crayon drawing of a trac
tor. "This piece puts together ait 
and a tractor, in a pichue 
frame," said the second grader. 
She indicated the pichrre frame 

see RECYCLED pg 20 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

.ADIATOR • :. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gill ~ 

illi~g 863-4049 1-~00-439-4049 ~ 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 cjmorin20l l@yahoo.com 

LOCAL SERVICE • NATIONAL STRENGTH 

MetLife MetLife Home Loans 

TIM PREVOST - Mortgage Consultant 
413-773-8984 
tprevost@metl ife .com 

/'I loans ,u,jed b approv,t Cef1ain co-ditioos '"1d fees~- Mo!1age il1in:ing pro..cled by 
Me!ife ttme Loans, a dMsooof Mellife Bart, NA Equal 1-b..sing lender. ©2!XBME1l.FE. IOC. @ 
PEmlfTS©llniled Fea11Je S)mcate. Inc. LOOOf6294!elcpO!IAI Sla'.es]lDC) wioeii SC 1 

GI\E.ENFIELO Local 
r!>.~~\l.S CO~PERATJ~E EXCHANGE 

i:::cooalfyOwnedSlncetiij:> Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

MARINI BUILDERS 
Since 1976 

·Garages ·Additions 
• Decks 
• Home Improvements 

• Structural Repairs 
·Sump Pumps 
·Concrete • Excavating 

Gill, MA 
Licensed - Insured - References 

Marinil 9@comcast.net 413.863.5099 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

rt-' 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 



April 15,2010 

PARK from pg 1 
Montague and the Nanagansetts 
pledged to "commit to a future 
that will continue the exchange of 
actions to promote understanding 
about and between the cultures, 
increase mutual vigilance for his
toric prese1vation, and deepen 
our appreciation for the rich her
itage of the indigenous people of 
our region and all who have 
found respite, sanctuaiy and wel
come here." 

The fotmdational importance 
of that document, and the accom
panying "burying the hatchet cer
emony'' that took place during 
the Reconciliation Ceremony, 
was referenced by the selectboard 
and the representatives of the 
Na1mgansetts and the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gayhead 
(Aquinnah) who attended 
Monday's meeting. 

"It's an honor to be here once 
again," said Doug Hanis, preser
vationist for ceremonial land
scapes for the N affagansett 
Indian tribe, "and to be part of 
this moment in history. The 
events that took place here on 
May 19th, 2004, are considered 
ve1y powerful events, of spiritual 
and historical significance by our 
tribe. I would like to tmderscore 
that too little is known about the 
events that took place here," dur
ing the period of contact with the 
Colonial settlers, and for the 
thousands of years of continuous 
occupation of this area by Native 
people before that time. "We per
ceive a need for historians and 
acadeinics to be brought to this 
area, and to walk the places 
where the histo1y took place." 

The Reconciliation Agree
ment calls for "an increase in 
mutual vigilance for each other's 
well being," said Han'is. "From 
the ti'ibal side, we perceive we 
have a responsibility to help you 
econoinically for that ceremony 
to bear :fi.uit." 

Toward that end, in addition to 
acadeinic conferences, Hanis 
proposed seiniannual commer
cial powwows by the Great Falls, 
inviting tourists and ti'ibes from 
across the region, the U.S. and 
Canada to attend, to buy and sell 
their wares, and to become 
acquainted with the culturally 
signific.ant sites in the area, as 
well as events like canoe races, 
involving "the best canoeists 
from the United States and 
Canada," competing for prizes. 

"We perceive ourselves as 
your partners, for better or worse, 
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The Montague Selectboard (clockwise from left) Patricia Allen, Patricia Pruitt, Mark Fairbrother, t01vn administrator Frank Abbondanzio, met 1llith Native 
representatives Jonathan Perry (Wampanoag), Doug Harris (Narragansett), and Elizabeth Perry (Wampanoarg) on Monday in t01vn hall to announce plans 

for a Native American Park and Cultural Tourism program l?J the Great Falls. 
but the objective is to better both 
commtmities. We're here for the 
long haul," Han'is added. 

Jonathan Peny, senior cultural 
resource monitor for the 
Wampanoag Indian Tribe of 
Gayhead (Aquinnah), called the 
proposed Native Cultural Park, 
"something new, refreshing, 
something powerful. It should be 
documented the whole way 
through. T11bal nations, cities and 
states have st111ggled over this 
issue," said Perry, refen'ing to 
how to inte1pret past relations 
between the indigenous peoples 
of this continent and the 
European colonists and their 
descendants who forcibly took 
possession of the vast majo11ty of 
the land and resources of No1th 
Ame11ca. "The sto1y is siinilar 
nationwide. People still tend to be 
caught up in the after effects," of 
that histo1y of stiue and disen
franchisement. "The result is, it's 
very hard to move fo1ward. 

''There are thousands of years 
of 1-ich history to be celebrated 
here. Not just the battles and 
wars, but the 1-ich histo1y of peo
ple sharing time and space. 
Participating in that shared 
process is something that could 
be duplicated worldwide." 

Elizabeth Peny, cultural 
resource monitor for the 
Wampanoag T11be of Gayhead 
(Aquinnah), spoke of her hope 
that yotmger people in genera
tions to come would be "comfort
able with each other, and with 
people of different cultures." 

Selectboard chair Pati·icia 
Pruitt also recalled the 
Reconciliation Ceremony, say-

ing, "It was a very important 
event in my life," that took place 
two days after she was elected. 
"Little did I know where it would 
lead us." 

Selectboard member Pati'icia 
Allen recalled the days leading 
up to the 250th anniversa1y of the 
town of Montague, when it was 
not tmcommon for town residents 
to call Tumers Falls "cursed." 

"The feeling in downtown 
Tumers was no matter what peo
ple did, they could never get out 
of this bad situation." 

Allen said she went to town 
adininisti·ator Frank Abbon
danzio and said, "We have to get 
rid of the 'Tumers Falls curse.' 
How do we do that?" 

Coincidentally, Allen said, 
since the Reconciliation 
Ceremony, "There's been a huge 
change in Tumers Falls. The will
ingness to do things together is of 
huge impo1tance. I like the plan." 

As Abbondanzio outlined it, 
the town of Montague will seek 
ftmding from foundations or state 
or federal agencies to pay for a 
feasibility study to outline the 
costs and benefits of creating a 
centi·al visitors' center for the 
proposed Native American 
Cultural Park, to be housed at the 
fo1mer Cumberland Farms build
ing on Avenue A, along with the 
other aspects of the plan. 

Abbondanzio pointed to the 
December 2008 decision by the 
keeper of the National Register of 
Histo11c Places and the National 
Park Se1vice finding a ceremoni
al stone landscape at the Tumers 
Falls Allport as eligible for listing 
in the National Histo11c Register, 

as pa1t of a much larger area Fairbrother. "If that project had 
encompassing existing eligible been completed in its original 
sites in and arotmd Tumers Falls, fonn, parts of that project includ
such as the Riverside ed the potential for more hangars 
Archeological Disti'ict in Gill, at the airpo1t. This town would 
Wissatinnewag in Greenfield, the have been receiving new rev
Hanneman site (also at the enues," from people who had 
Tumers Airpo1t) and other stone expressed interest in leasing new 
fo1mations in Montague, hangars, suggested Fairbrother, 
Leverett, Wendell and stmound- "revenues we will never recoup." 
ing towns, all included in the He said, ''Native Ame11cans 
keeper's December 2008 deci- are being paid tens of thousands 
sion as pa1t of a larger ceremoni- of dollars for their consultation," 
al landscape associated with the at the aiiport constiuction project, 
aiiport site. by the Federal Aviation 

"There's a 1-ich histo1y here," Adininisti·ation. 
Abbondanzio said. "We feel the "I'm here to look out for the 
park and proposed [ cultural town," said Fairbrother. "We're 
tourism] concept can be of not in a good situation." 
national and regional signifi- see PARK page13 
cance. It's possible we can atti·act ----------- .. 
the kind of financing to make that 
a reality." 

Selectboard member Mark 
Fairbrother voted against the pro
posal "with regret," saying, 
"Over the last four or five years, 
the goings on at the Tumers Falls 
Airpo1t have painted a different 
picture. That project is still on 
hold because ofNativeAme11can 
concems," said Fairbrother, refer-
1'ing to the extension of the aiipo1t 
mnway toward the Millers Falls 
Road end, blocked by the finding 
of the keeper of the National 
Register that the stone formation, 
on a hill the Tumers Falls Aiipo1t 
commissioners had planned to 
remove and use as fill for the run
way extension, was in fact a site 
eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Histo11c Places. 

"The town was tmder threat of 
lawsuit because of Native 
American concems," said 
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""' 1 ea le = the its 4 ea les = the hei hts 

BY TODD DETMOLD 
CHICAGO - Refreshingly low 
on the pop-culture references and 
fa.it jokes that have made so 
many computer animated fihns 
so far below par, Dream Works 
Animation's How to Train Your 
Dragon ai11ves with a heaping 
dose of sentimentality and a 
cadre of adorable beasts that 
would make it a huge hit if not for 
the lame title and even-more
lame marketing campaign that 
pass it off as just more of the 
same. The product itself repre
sents a huge leap fo1ward for the 
studio in the race to be number 
two behind Pixai·. 

One major problem with the 
film (ai1d I'll try not to extrapo
late this into a wider point about 
where our culture is headed) is 
the humans. These characters -
from their physical design ai1d 
their dialogue 1-ight down to their 
cutesy names and B-list celeb11ty 
voice acting - just aren't up to 
snuff. The fihn attempts a shaky 
balai1ce between caitoonish ai1d 
realistic in its design. The chaic1c
ters say, "Oh my gods" (because 
they're Vikings) but also, "This is 
pretty cool!" (because 1-iding 
dragons is cool). That it succeeds 

to the extent it does despite these 
drawbacks is a testament to the 
overall power of the script. 

The skinny hero is Hiccup; his 
giant father is a dragon fighter 
named Stoick who, as though no 
one looked up "stoic" in a dic
tionary, shouts and complains 
constantly about his w01thless 
son. 

One character suggests 
Hiccup's only value would be as 
a toothpick for the dragons that 
nightly tonnent the Vikings' vil
lage. Hiccup's spindly frame con
trasted with that of his sphe11cal 
father is a nice attempt at a visual 
gag, but like Hiccup himself, it 
falls flat. 

Sick of being an endless 
embairassment, Hiccup is com
pelled to use his blacksmith 
apprenticeship to constmct a con
traption he hopes will trap a 
Night Fwy, the least-seen and 
most-feared breed of dragon. 
Inevitably, he succeeds, and 
inevitably, he can't b1111g hin1self 
to kill the beast. Instead, Hiccup 
goes back to the shop to create a 
prosthetic wing to replace the one 
he damaged and restore the crea
ture's flight. 

Hiccup dubs his pet dragon 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

"Toothless" (his are retractable), 
ai1d the movie mines its consider
able pathos from the ensuing 
scenes of their blossoming 
friendship. 

The twist is the dragons ai·e 
little more than overgrown, mis
understood puppies. The drag
ons, as opposed to the hwnans, 
are created with dimension and 
depth (and not just of the gim
micky, 3D-glasses va11ety, 
though some of those effects ai·e 
admittedly neat). There is an 
abw1dance of imagination 
poured into the creation of a 
wide vai-iety of dragon breeds, 
from fire-breathing to hut-cmsh
ing; at night the dragons ai·e feai·
some and shrouded in black, but 
by day they ai·e quirky in shape 
and size and wide-eyed such that 
we, along with Hiccup, will leam 
to love them. They like fish but 
detest eel, and they love being 
scratched behind the ears. 

How To Train Your Dragon 
follows a ti-ied-and-tme formula. 
It's about a boy with a dat1gerous 
secret who has to teach his com
munity of ignorant elders the 
eITor of their ways. As in E.T. or 
The Iron Giant, the adults feai· 
what the child knows to be a sim
ple messenger of love (much like 
the way the adults in the theater 
treated the film: with ignorai1ce, 
paying more attention to their cell 
phones). 

Though Dragon does what it 
ca.ii to ape those classics, where it 
ultimately fails is in its sense of 

dat1ger. 
There is no analogue to 

Spielberg's hazmat-suited spooks 
or Giant's communist scai·e; 
Dragon meekly strays from put
ting its protagonist in any palpa
ble danger. Have the filmmakers 
seen Up? You're supposed to up 
your protagonist's stakes by put
ting him in danger, even in a 
"children's" movie. Especially in 
a children's movie. 

This is obvious from the 
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dragons aren't interested in the 
humans. Even dwmg the second
act reveal of the Big Bad Boss 
dragon, we witness a mass-feed
ing of . . . sheep, fish, and other 
animals. There is one major chai·
acter with a couple of missing 
limbs, but he is played for laughs. 

To make matters worse, the 
dragons' lack of interest in 
human flesh actually creates a 
decent plot hole. The film isn't 
interested in inflating ai1y real 

"How to Train Your Dragon" is set in the mythical world of bur!J Vikings 
and wild dragons, and based on the book 1!J Cressida CowelL 

beginning. The film opens with a threat to its heroes. Pete Docter 
spectaculai· dragon-on-Viking drew blood in the opening min
battle (most of the scenic anima- utes of Up, and WALL-E lived in 
tion in the film, from the wafting a post-apocalyptic dystopia. 
clouds to the rocky outcroppings How To Train Your Dragon 
of the Vikings' island home, is makes great snides for populist 
gorgeous), but we soon realize animation, but eve1y Pixai· sue
that while they set the houses on cess makes it harder and hai·der to 
fire and steal all the sheep, the catch up. 
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Aqua String Band Captain Ron Innacone 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE - dancing through the naITow Captain of the Aqua Stimg Band. 
Exceptional ente1tainment sti·eets of South Philly and down His father inti·oduced him to 
retw11S to Twners Falls High this Broad Street wea1111g flowing silk the Mwnmers when he was ten 
month, with a chance to see the costumes decorated with sequins years old. He began as a mai·ch
Philadelphia Mummers' Aqua and huge feather headdresses! ing member of the Fancy 
Stimg Band at the annual Sp1111g Then there is the wrique sound of B11gades. Then, at his father's 
Gala on April 26th. the stimg bands. What I remem- suggestion, Inna.cone leai11ed to 

The Gala helps suppo1t the ber most is the combination of play saxophone well enough to 
Gill-Montague Education Fund, bells and the rhythmic stiumming join the Aqua Stimg band, play
winch provides scholat'Slups for of the baitjos. ing with them w1til he gi-aduated 
wo1thy students ai1d funds spe- There ai·e no homs in these lrigh school and went college. 
cial student activities. stimg bands, only wind iiistiu- Ten years later, as he tells it, 

Any child gi·owing up in ments - saxophone and clai-inet - with a degi·ee from the Whaiton 
Plriladelphia knows the along with accordio11S, violiiis, School at the University of 
Mummers. They march every bass violins, and percussion Pemisylvania and a business of 
year iii the Philadelphia New instruments. The bells come from Iris own, he found he wasn't hav
Year's Day pai·ade, exciting a Glockenspiel, fu'St inti·oduced ing ai1y fun, and asked hiinself, 
crowds that stand for how'S in the by the Aqua's founder, Fred J. "What is the one thing I miss?" 
cold to enjoy the pageantiy, Kesel, in the early 1900s. The aiiswer was the joy of 
music, and wrique Mwnmers The Aqua Sti-ing Bai1d is the playiI1g music and ente1taining 
stiut. second oldest sh-ing bai1d in people as pait of the sti·ing bai1d, 

I gi·ew up in Philadelplria, and Philadelphia, celebrating their "making the people smile." 
my gi-andpai·ents lived in South 90th ainriversaiy this Ap11l. IImacone poiI1ts out that the 
Philly, which just happe11S to be fu an interview this week, Ron MUllliners ai·e all volw1tee1'S, with 
where the parade staits. How IImacone said he conside1'S it one see BAND page 20 
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High Water Chronicles 
BY DAVID BRULE 
ERVINGSIDE - If you're from 
these pa1ts, or if you've lived 
here attuned to the river moods 
long enough, you know this sea
son is called "high water." Not 
the poetic "sp1ing freshet" nor the 
cubic feet per second of the 
hydrologists. Just a sparse two
word phrase referring to the 
essential element here, and its 
CUITent state. 

Eve1y spring season of high 
water has its yearly difference. 
They still talk about the 500-year 
flood one fateful Mfil·ch in 1936 
that brought toll'ential rains filld 
disastrous flooding, with ice jams 
blocking the Connecticut putting 
deadly pressme on bridges filld 
dams, creating havoc when they 
finally gave way. Such high 
water never seen before filld not 
to be seen for fillother 500 yefil'S. 

But it only took two sho1t 
yea1-s for another 500-year flood 
to occUI· at the time of the 1938 
hurricane. Maybe we're good for 
a thousand years this time 
around. 

This year, the water came up 
early, under Wfilm heavy rains in 
Mfil·ch, melting snow and quickly 
raising the level of the river that 
swirls fil'OU11d the rocky cliff face 
in om bend of the river. 

Someone once said of the 
river, "Well ... it mns by here 
eve1y day." That is its job after 

all. It can'ies water away, down 
11ver to the sea, filld most times 
keeps it away from om door. 

Some folks down east along 
the coast didn't have an easy time 
of it this year. But here, in om old 
house that sits on the edge of fill 
ancient flood plain, the 11ver, one 
terrace below us, reclaims its pre
historic 11ght to spread swirls filld 
new strefilns of mshing water 
through the trees and creek paths. 

In high water season, we heru· 
the roiling msh night and day, 
through every open window of 
the house. The constant 11ver 
sound comes in through the 
kitchen door and into the upstait-s 
bedro01ns at night. The white 
water flashes through the bfil·e 
trees beyond the gfil·den. In the 
evening, the river glefilns as sil
ver ribbons mnning through the 
woods. 

In contrast to the mshing nois
iness on the other side of the 
trees, the frog pond is quite still, 
though brimming full, filld on its 
stillness, trees are pe1fectly mir
rored like fill Escher p1int. One 
could get lost, stai'ing into the 
labyrinth of the real trees and the 
merely reflected trees upside 
down on the SUiface. 

By day, dozens of frogs, the 
green ones and the bullfrogs, 
croak filld paddle happily in their 
b11ef mating filld spawning. An 
elegfil1t wood duck pair dally in 

pre-nuptial bliss on the edge of 
the pond, and a visiting muskrat 
spends time plU11ging to the bot
tom to locate succulents, stems 
filld tube1-s. 

The house filld the yfil·d, high 
filld diy like Noah's Ark on the 
flood, edge into sp1ing with the 
noisy river as a backdi·op. In 
these Wfilm days of eru·ly Ap1'il, 
the morning sun creeps over this 
comer of the 11ver, over the msh
ing water soU11ds. Early reddish 
buds on the maple give a scarlet 
haze to the morning air. 

The birds fil'e resmning their 
spring calling; over-wintering 
jU11cos linger and t:I'ill from eve1y 
limb, their numbers down from 
the 50 or 60 here in full winter. 
White-throats have begun their 
sweet whistle of "Old Sam 
Peabody, Peabody, Peabody." 
Sometimes just sh01tened to "Old 
Sam," with no Peabody at all, as 
one of oUI· Amhe1-st poets once 
remarked. 

Om phoebe constantly 
wheezes out his squeeze-toy call 
while sei'iously considering the 
eaves of om sUinmer gazebo in 
the woods. 

The morning session, which 
we could call "Squin·els Gone 
Wild," begins as two exubei·fil1t 
bushy tails as ZfillY filld deranged 
as any kittens high on catnip 
cfil·een from t:I·ee base to tree base, 
flipping on their backs to tussle or 

fight with a broken branch on the 
groU11d. The two of them do 
back-flips and somersaults, rac
ing fu11ously to the lilacs to 
instai1tly stop filld hold position in 
freeze-tag style before resmning 
a mad st:I·eaking filld caroming, 
like a pinball game out of cont:I·ol. 
Have to check on what they're 
getting into back there, maybe 
some st:I·fil1ge grass or weed. Or is 
it just sp1ing fevei·? 

So we have made it through 
one more wintei·, and a thankful-

11 

11se up in song. 
Om tribal friends have recent

ly told us that in their cultUI·e, the 
peepers sing for the elders who 
have passed away this winter. It is 
a good way to be reminded of 
them. 

And just then, amid these 
thoughts, into the fading ligl1t, 
wings filld lmches om favorite 
brown bat! She's back, somehow, 
miraculously. She has not died 
with the tens of thousands in the 
winter caves. 

Wood Duck, by Louis Agassiz Fuertes 

ly mild one at that, compfil·ed to 
past yeru-s, and to the rest of the 
coU11t:Iy. Wfilm days have coaxed 
out early tender green, filld the 
shadbush billows whitely in the 
wind, efil·ly this year. In the 
evening, the 11ver pathways 
through the woods tUI11 to silver 
again as the sU11 goes down. 

More voices rise up in the 
dusk. An eru·ly woodcock has 
begun its calling filld coUiting in 
the gleaming birch and stark 
alders. HU11di·eds of sp11ng peep
ers with voices like silver bells 

All alone, for the time being, 
om bat wings e1rntically ovei· hex· 
fainiliar te111t01y in the yard, 
between the peak of the old house 
filld the towei'ing maples. Exactly 
like last yeru·. The joy of return is 
mutual, and seems to pass 
between us like a CUITent. 

We fil'e thi'illed and relieved to 
see om friend on leather wings, 
swooping low over oUI· heads 
near the campfire before going 
out over the tushing 11ver, push
ing this yeru·'s high water to the 
sea. 

K:1ps-A-ge-gg_~try&ths;0. \ :1, I( 

Tamar Byl-Brann, at the LG4 'Go Kids Art Go' event 

BY DON CLEGG 
LEVERETT - The joint was jUlllpin' at the 
Leverett Crafts & Alts Barnes Galle1y last 
SatUI·day, Ap1'il 10th. The event, "Go, Kids Alt, Go" 
was tme to its name. Dancing, st011es, singing, 

More thfill 30 yoU11g childi·en followed the 
moves of Ma11lyn Sylla, of the Music of the 
Bfillnidele Dance1-s and Dmmmei·s. Sylla is a pro
fessor at Sinith College, and the leader of this fine 
ensemble of pe1fo1mers of West Afi'ican Music 
originating from the Ivory Coast She has per
fo1med in Haiti, Brazil, Pueito Rico, and all over 
the United States. Some of the childi·en dancing 
filld clapping were bfil·ely old enough to stand, but 
it did not stop them from joining in the fun. 

Soon after the music stopped, Eshu BUlllpus, of 
Holyoke, began to captivate a floor full of childi·en 
with folk tales. No tales were too scruy. They cen
tei·ed aroU11d frunily filld a child's imagination. 
Later in the day ffilnilies were treated to more 
music and the always-exciting pe1fo1mfil1ce of the 
Celtic Heels dancers. 

In between each perf01mance eve1yone was 

see KIDS pg 18 
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Round Here Cafe Powers Up Again 
phone. She demanded to talk to a 
supervisor, and then to that super
visor's supervisor, getting 
bumped higher up in the system. 
"Every supe1visor got progres
sively more indignant." Glazier 
said their basic message was, 

them$100. 
WMECo spokesperson Lacey 

Ryan said Thursday, "We have 
worked hard with the customer to 
come up with a successfol solu
tion, and we look fo1ward to se1v
ing this customer going fo1ward. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - Last 
week, the MontagueMa cork
board was buzzing with the news 
that the Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company had shut off 
the electricity at the Round Here 
Cafe's electricity. The cof
feeshop, at 111 Avenue A, owned 
by Nayana Glazier, had just 
expanded its hours to accommo
date afternoon business and even 
dinner hour on Fridays, and 
Glazier was working with other 
business owners in Turners to 
prepare for the effects of 
detoured traffic during the next 
four years of constmction on the 
Gill-Montague Bridge. 

The sudden loss of electric 
power last Wednesday, shutting 
down business at the coffeeshop 
with customers still seated at 
their tables, threw a monkey 
wrench in years of downtown 
revitalization efforts and caught 
even Glazier by surprise. 

Glazier said the cut-off came 
in response to an unpaid back bill 
of $3,400. But there is more to 
the sto1y than that. 

"When we opened in 
December of 2008," said 
Glazier, ''we gave the electric 
company a $950 deposit. From 
December '08 to September '09, 
we never received an electric 
bill. We called them every single 
month, and they told me, 'We 

don't even have a reading.' 
Glazier said in her calls, 

which she claimed the electric 
company has record of, she 
repeatedly told WMECo, "'I'm 
concerned you'll suddenly send 
me a large bill we can't handle. 
Can you please come read my 
meter?' Eve1y month, they said, 
'Yes.' Eve1y month, they never 
came." 

Glazier said she asked them if 
they could give her an estimate 
of her monthly bill. The compa
ny told her they could not do 
that. She said she maintained 
steady hours, but the company 
never sent anyone to access the 
meter, which is located in the 
basement of her shop. 

"When they did finally come 
in August, they took a meter read
ing based on the hottest month of 
the year, the one month I had the 
air conditioner on," said Glazier, 
and then based the entire back 
due bill on that month's reading. 
"We received our bill at the end 
of September for $4,500." 

When she called to protest, the 
company told her, 'We do see 
you've been calling.' They 
agreed to a payment plan where 
Glazier said, "I was paying just 
tmder $1,000 a month." She said 
her actual bills were averaging 
$375 a month after August. 

Glazier mailed in her pay
ments on the first of every month, 
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bi~®es 
unl i n1ited 
FULL SUSPENSION MOUNTAIN BIKES 

ON SALE 20% - 40% OFF 

BAGGY MOUNTAIN BIKE SHORTS 20% OFF 

BRING IN YOUR SKIS IN FOR SPRING TUNE UP 

AND SUMMER STORAGE CARE 

BLOW OUT SALE! ALL SKI CLOTHING 40% OFF 

TENNIS STRINGING AND RACKET SALES 

413-772-2700 
322 HIGH STREET, GREENFIELD 

WWW .BIKES·UNLIMITED.COM 

tmtil "the slow season came," at 
which point she switched to mail
ing them in on the 15th of the 
month instead. 
She claimed 
the company 
never notified 
her that her 
payments 
would be con
sidered late if 
not received 
by the 13th of 
each month, 
so for Febm
a1y and 
March, 
WMECo con
sidered her to 
be in violation 
of the teims of Nqyana Glazier, (left) served customers like Cecelia Tusinski of Lryden by candlelight on Fridqy 
the agreed to at the Round Here Cafe. Glazier said her cojfeeshop lost 32,000 during the power outage. 

payment plan. 
"On April 2nd," Glazier said, 

"I received a letter from WMECo 
saying if no anangements are 
made by April 3rd your se1vice 
will be te1minated. April 3rd was 
a Saturday, a holiday weekend." 

She made her next payment 
that day by phone, using an elec
tronic deposit, which the compa
ny received and credited to her 
accmmt. But that did not stop 
WMECo from demanding the 
entire back due amount- $3,416 
- immediately on Wednesday of 
last week. 

Glazier said she got on the 

"Our job is only to shut you off 
and get all the money we can." 

That message changed abmpt
ly on Monday, after Channel 22 
put a segment on their 5 o'clock 
news about the stand off between 
the small business owner and the 
utility company. Glazier said 
Attorney General Martha 
Coakley's office had already 
called WMECo on her behalf, but 
15 minutes after the news broad-
cast, a utility representative was 
back on the phone with her say
ing they would be willing to 
restore her power for as little as 
$2 in earnest money. Glazier sent 

We follow a very strict regulato1y 
and internal process, and work 
hard on our end. Discontinuation 
of service is always a last resort." 

Yesterday, the power was 
back on at Rotmd Here Cafe, 
and Glazier was preparing to 
reopen her business on Monday 
morning. She estimated she has 
lost about $2,000 in spoiled 
stock and lost business during 
the past week. She said the 
power company agreed to make 
a new estimate of her back due 
bill, based on a monthly average 
of her actual usage since 
August. 

MONl'AGUE ENERGY CORNER 

More on the Mass Save 
Great Appliance Exchange 

0~ i 
KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

BY SALLY PICK - I've 
learned some new information 
about the appliance rebate. From 
April 22nd (Earth Day) through 
May 5th, or while rebate fonds 
last, you can rese1ve rebates for 
eligible appliances online or by 
phone for the Mass Save Great 
Appliance Exchange. The phone 
number will be posted online 
staiting April 22nd at 10 a.m. If 
you aren't able to go online to 
get that number, call ( 617) 626-
7350 and ask for the reservation 
phone number. 

If you 're online, go to 
MassSave's website for homes, 
www.masssave.com/residential, 
and click on the brown and green 
icon to the right side of the page 
that says, "The Great Appliance 
Exchange." There you'll find 
more information about rebate 
ammmts for each appliance type, 
downloadable lists of eligible 
appliances - including dish
washers, refrigerators, freezers, 
and washing machines - along 
with participating retailers in our 
area. 

According to the website, 
"Each Massachusetts household 
is eligible for one rebate per 
product category (for a total of 

up to four rebates)." You can use 
the rebates only to replace work
ing appliances. The old appli
ances must be hauled away upon 
delivery of the new ones. 

You don't need to choose 
which specific model you're 
buying ahead of time, though 
you do have to buy your appli
ances between April 22nd and 
May 5th, so it might be worth
while shopping ahead. 

Rebates ai·e given out on a 
first come, first served basis, so 
you'd be most likely to be able 
to take advantage of these incen
tives if you make your rese1va
tions soon after the program 
begins on April 22nd. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

PINE MULTIMEDIA 

MOVIES, SLIDES, VIDEOS 
&MORE! 

CONVERTED TO DVD, 
VHS & OTHER FORMATS! 

Bill & Kathy White 

413-773-7747 

Geri.Johnson 
~B,CRS,GRI 

Gen Jo~nson & ~ssonates 
Kl:ALIOK~ 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax (413) 863-9739 

8 
G:r ,_..,_ 
0•"'0-fli/llht>' 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 
4 Dell St. 

'l\uners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOVV ACCEPTING NEVV PATIENTS 

out ln.cb 8cltool 
;.:::: 

Cogito ergo periculosus sum. 

www.fourwindsschool.info 863-8055 

II.!!!!!,~?.!~;. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Liscenced & Insured 
MA Reg# I 05027 
MA Construction 
Supervisor's Liscence # 7543 

Since 1970 

Bob Edwards 
603.239.8389 
413.834.3902 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
Injuries to the Shoulder 

ease, bands of tissue that grow in 
the joint, and insufficient lubri
cating fluid in the joint. 

• Fracture. In the shoulder, a 
fracture or crack usually involves 
the collarbone or upper arm 
bone. 

JESSICA HARMON ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. You can set
tle a bet for me. Who gets shoul
der problems more often, ath
letes or seniors? 

Athletes such as pitchers, ten
nis players and swimmers are 
especially susceptible to shoul
der problems because of their 
repetitive overhead motions. 
However, shoulder problems are 
most likely to victimize people 
older than 60. 

PARK from pg 9 

After Monday's selectboai·d 
meeting, Rod Herzig, who has 
been a pilot at the Turners Falls 
Airpo1t since 1998, and now 
se1ves as a member of the airpo1t 
commission, said, "I don't 
believe there was a backlog of 
demand for hangar space. I 
haven't seen any demand for 
new hangars at the airport. There 
was a demand, but when [the 
former commissioners] raised 
the lease rates for the land, 
nobody wanted to be there." 

Herzig said all the hangar 
space at the airpo1t is cmTently 
leased. He acknowledged the 
original plan for mnway expan
sion included a hoped for provi
sion to spend federal dollars to 
build new T-hangai·s at the air
po1t. If that had happened, Herzig 
said, "Then maybe pilots would 
have come in to rent the space." 

Herzig added, "As far as 
Native Americans holding up the 
nmway expansion, this is totaUy 
new grotmd. It's government to 
government business, and there 
is red tape and processes to go 
through. The F.A.A. is working 
with the tribes to establish future 
protocols for clearing cultural 
sites." 

Herzig said the 200-foot 
extension that has been added on 
the river side of the runway as 
pait of the recent $5 million run
way reconstruction project has 

You can deduce that, as a 
group, old athletes are at the 
highest risk of shoulder injmy. 

Shoulder problems are so 
common among seniors that I am 
doing a two-pa1t column on the 
subject. This is the first column. 

Let's strut with some anatomy. 
The shoulder is the body's 

most movable joint. It is also 
unstable, because the ball of the 
upper arm is larger than the 
shoulder socket that holds it. In 
contrast to the hip joint, a con
ventional ball-and-socket, the 
shoulder joint is like a tee with a 
golf ball on it. 

The unstable shoulder is held 
in place by soft tissue: muscles, 
tendons and ligaments. 

Tendons are cords that hold 

effectively moved the approach 
point for pilots further away 
from the ceremonial hill, so that, 
in Herzig's opinion, there is no 
safety issue for pilots approach
ing the nmway as cunently con
figured. 

"By lengthening that nmway, 
it takes the ceremonial hill out of 
the safety margin; the hill is no 
longer a factor," Herzig claimed. 

Herzig also said the plan to 
extend the nmway 1,000 feet 
closer to Millers Falls Road is 
still in the airpo1t's master plan, 
though it would require another 
rotmd of federal grant making to 
accomplish. 

If that additional nmway 
extension is built, Herzig said, 
the airpo1t would have to truck 
in fill from another location, 
leaving the ceremonial hill 
intact. 

On Monday, Fairbrother, a 
former member of the airport 
commission, voted against the 
majority of the selectboard on 
the proposal to seek ftmding for 
a feasibility study for a Native 
Cultmal Park in Turners Falls, 
and a second proposal to work 
with Native tribes on the devel
opment of a Native Heritage and 
Cultmal Tourism Program as a 
component of the RiverCultme 
project, because of his concern 
that the Native Americans had 
obstmcted progress at the air
po1t. 

"The hill," at the airpo1t, ''was 

the shoulder muscles to bones. 
Ligaments hold the three shoul
der bones to each other. The 
three shoulder bones are the col
larbone (clavicle), the shoulder 
blade (scapula) and the upper 
arm bone (humems). 

Many shoulder injuries are 
caused by tissue breakdown. 
Common shoulder problems 
include dislocation, separation, 
tom rotator-cuff, frozen shoul
der, fracture, arthritis, tendinitis, 
and bursitis. The rotator cuff is 
defined as the set of muscles and 
tendons that secures the aim to 
the shoulder joint and pe1mits the 
arm to rotate. 

More than seven million 
Americans go to a doctor with a 
shoulder problem each year. 
More than four million of these 

dete1mined to be a national cere
monial site, confumed by the 
keeper of National Register," 
said Harris, in reply to 
Fairbrother. "The tribes have a 
government to government rela
tionship with the U.S. govern
ment and all of its agencies, 
including the F.A.A. In the past, 
the F.A.A. has not had to deal 
with its responsibilities tmder the 
U.S. government with the 
National Prese1vation Act as it 
applies to tribes. Unfo1ttmately, 
the F.A.A. does not have a set of 
protocols to deal with Native 
Americans. They do now." 

HaiTis added, "A scope of 
work had been developed and 
approved," at the airport, "that 
did not take into account the 
most significant event at that air
port: the dete1mination by the 
keeper there is a sacred site at 
that airport ... We don't want to 
hold up your airport, so you can 
get on about the business of your 
economic well being ... We have 
learned from the clash of three 
cultmes: the construction trades, 
the federal agencies, and the 
tribes." 

Haffis said, as for the F.A.A., 
"This is the model they will fol
low from now on." 

Pnritt said, "While I'm dis
turbed my colleague is not able 
to vote for this at this point, I 
hope he will in the future." 

Fairbrother replied, lll!!III 
"So does he." 11!1 

visits are for rotator-cuff injuries. 
• Dislocation. Dislocation 

occurs when the ball at the top of 
the bone in the upper aim pops 
out of the socket. To treat a dislo
cation, a doctor pushes the ball 
back into the socket. Once a 
shoulder is dislocated, it may 
happen again. 

• Arthritis. The shoulder can 
be affected by osteoa1thritis, a 
disease caused by wear and tear, 
and rheumatoid arthritis, an 
autoimmtme disease. 

·Separation.A shoulder sepa
ration occurs when the ligaments 
between the collai·bone and the 
shoulder blade ai·e tom. 

• Tendinitis. In tendinitis of 
the shoulder, tendons become 
inflamed from being pinched by 
paits around the shoulder. 

• Tom rotator cuff. Age-relat
ed wear of tendons can lead to a 
teai·. Repeated overhead motion 
can also damage the rotator cuff. 

·Bursitis.The bursa is a small 
fluid-filled sac that helps protect 
the shoulder joint. If the bursa 
becomes inflamed, you suffer 
from bursitis. 

• Frozen shoulder. Movement 
is very restricted in people with a 
frozen shoulder. Causes of 
frozen shoulder are: lack of use 
because of pain, rheumatic dis-

In the next column, we'll dis
cuss diagnosis and treatment of 
shoulder injuries. 

Jfyou have a question, please 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POUCE LOG 
Armed Robbery Arrests, Sick Fox 

Tuesday, 4/6 commit mun:ler. 
3:00 p.m. Report of Wednesday, 4/7 
suspicious activity at 3 :25 a.m. Arrested 
International Paper 
Mill. Found to be con

struction company. All 
set. 

I0:42 p.m. Call from 
Montague Police regan:l
ing robbery that just 
occurred in their town. 
Arrested 

, for armed 
ro ery, assault and bat
tery with a dangerous 
weapon, and threat to 

for armed robbery, 
assault and battery with 
a dangerous weapon, 
threat to commit mur
der. 
Thunday, 4/8 
2: 13 p.m. Report of 
erratic bus westbound 
on Route 2. Unable to 
locate. 

5:27 p.m. Dog com
plaint at Zilinski Field. 

Owner spoken with. 
Advised of leash law. 
Friday, 4/9 
II:35 Report of sick 
fox at Erving 
Elementary School. 
Gone upon arrival. 
Monday, 4/12 
9:35 p.m. Crin1inal 
application issued to 

, for failure to 
inspect motor vehicle 
and operating a motor 
vehicle with out a license 
on Route 2A. 

~t clear Choi 
~o /t71' c-~ 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
(413)498-4318 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Honest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. Contractor Reg.# I 07 I 41 
Mass. Ucense #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

M. T. L. C.r!!" 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spttjaliz:ing in all a~ ol lown and Proparfy MairrtenanclJ. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Residential & Commmial - Fullv lnwred 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

111111 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 41 3-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS IN$PEC"TION STATION: NO. 13051 

~rol's Beauty Nook 
,,,(/7 29 G Street, Turners Falls ~-6. 

(~ Open Tue, Thurs, Fri ~ 
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 413-~~-2 
7Lvaifabk 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monument.s ¥-1!1!£'fJVC 

~:7 p~ People often come lo see us 
becouse their parents 
ond their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
1h01 kind of loyalty, 
and we work hord to keep it. 
• Gory and Noncy Melen 

The perfect remembrance· 

,.. w e engr'!ve c'~ 

I 
memories 

that last forever 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

LIVING ROOM YOGA 
Pvog,r-~ now IA'\/ 

T <M'"vtefl"~ F~ 
Mont~ & Leverett 

CLASSES ~ WORKSHOPS ~ PEACE 
LISA ENZER, M.ED., RYT 

WWW. L IV I N G RO O 1'1 YO GA . NET 
413-367-2658 

Kerr_y Alisa Young LMT 

Sound Health 
[)od_yworks 

Massage Therapist 
Sound Therapist 

f>irth Doula 

413-658-5782 
kayoungsoundhealing@ 

wild blue.net 
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GO GREER rnmllY 
Robbins-Levine Family 

Jane, 34 .-.. Episode 7: Transportation Challenge - The Results 
Biology Professor 

Nell, 32 
Fiber Artist 

BY JEANNE WEINTRAUB
MASON 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Nell Robbins-Levine changed 
Baby Betty's diaper on the 
sofa while Jane stood in front 
of the webcam and tuned into 
the Getting Around challenge 
results webcast. Host Sam 
Lively appeared on the com
puter screen, chewing gum 
and making flamboyant hand 
gestures as he addressed a 
group seated around a confer
ence table in the WGBJ stu
dio. Then he turned to the 
camera. 

"First," he said, "let me 
remind all you viewers that 
webcasting is a tenific way to 
bypass the transportation and 
energy costs of live meetings. 
Our families are all tuning in 
today through EarthConnect, 
our streaming media server, 
provider of high quality, 

MAPS from page 7 

what is now Bernardston 
shown as "Fall Fight Town." 
The Millers River is shown, 
named "Papaguntiquash." 

The first accurate state map 
came out in 1801. It was a 
composite of all the individual 
town maps that had been 
made. A more detailed state 
map was commissioned in 
1830, finally appearing in 
1844 as the Borden map, for 
which Josiah Gould made an 
attractive map of Gill showing 
eve1y road in town, with a leg
end. 

The 1832 Hoyt map of Gill 
indicated a population of 852. 

Allen then showed a map 
from 1830 that he found at the 
National Archives in 
Washington, DC. It was for a 
proposed canal to be built to 
Northern Vermont, to bypass 
the rapids and fast water. The 
canal was never built. On this 
map Turners Falls is called 
"Millers Lower F." 

"No one in Franklin County 
had this map," Allen told the 
audience. 

At this point Allen's presen-

dependable webcasting." 
"And now, let me introduce 

our judges for the 
Transportation Challenge: 
Judy Newton, with Citizens 
for Climate Protection (CCP), 
Jen Hillard from the 
Massachusetts Sustainable 
Energy Society (MSES), and 
Walter Nivins from the MA 
Peak Oil Association 
(MPOA). We're full of 
acronyms today! Jen, why 
don't you start us off? Which 
family did well? Which fami
ly's efforts were disappoint
ing?" 

"Well, I think you really 
have to hand it to the Robbins
Levines. They gave up a vehi
cle, and started logging half 
their miles through mass tran
sit. That is the most efficient 
way to go, if you can swing it. 
And we were impressed by the 
number of miles Jane's been 

tation moved into the age of 
published maps, beginning in 
the 1850s. Ve1y detailed, they 
were made possible by techno
logical advances in the print
ing indushy. The existence of 
a middle-class audience to buy 
them was also vital to their 
success. 

In the early 1850s, village 
maps appeared showing indi
vidual houses and businesses. 
"They sold well," Allen said. 

An 1858 Gill map showed 
all residences, and Allen has 
used it to compile an index of 
names that is now accessible 
in an online searchable data
base - go to vhist.com/mcc. 

To bring this period to life 
Allen showed an illustration of 
a "wheel-banow man" - one 
of the typical surveyors hired 
to walk eve1y sti·etch of town 
roads with a wheelbarrow
mounted odometer to deter
mine accurate mileage. They 
carried compasses to measure 
the angles of the turns in the 
road. Often based in New York 
City, these salesmen types 
would also hy to get the home
owners they passed to sub
scribe to the map and have 

riding on the bicycle." 
"What about the two trades 

- Billy's pickup and the 
Bartlett's Explorer? Judy, 
would you comment on the 
vehicles the Tinker and 
Bartlett families purchased?" 

"You really can't go wrong 
with a Toyota Prius, Sam -
they're one of the most effi
cient hybrids out there. It's 
hard to beat 48 miles per gal
lon, and a dramatic improve
ment over the SUV the 
Bartletts unloaded, which only 
got 13 miles per gallon." 

"How about the Tinkers
Walter?" 

"Billy's running his truck 
on biodiesel and veggie oil. 
It's a good option for reducing 
carbon emissions and use of 
fossil fuel, although it's 
important to realize that fossil 
fuel is used to make biodiesel 
- and that trees may have been 

their house included - for a fee 
of $5. 

In the late 1850s, county 
maps became popular. Then 
the Civil War interrupted 
things for awhile. But by the 
1870s, the "Beers" Atlases 
came into vogue. These were a 
successor to the wall maps that 
had been popular for many 
years. 

I bought a copy of the 18 71 
Beers map of Gill for $10 from 
Allen, and it was exciting to 
find that the house I live in is 
shown on the map. (You can 
find more online at www. old
maps .com) 

Some of the most visually 
stunning town maps were the 
"birds-eye" maps made for 
larger towns. The Turners 
Falls birds-eye map of 1877 
includes the "Red Bridge" that 
formerly spanned the river 
from Gill. 

Evenh1ally the U.S. govern
ment decided it needed more 
detailed information than was 
available, and began produc
ing topographical ("topo") 
maps. Massachusetts was one 
of the first eastern states 
mapped, and the "Greenfield" 

cut down to grow the soy
beans for the biodiesel. The 
Tinkers were also wise to put 
some attention into their 
Subaru. By giving it a tune-up 
and making sure the air pres
sure in the tires was right, they 
increased their gas mileage by 
4%." 

Sam Lively cut to the 
chase. "And now, let's con
gratulate the family that fig
ured out the most efficient and 
clean approach to transporta
tion. Jane and Nell, you are 
the winners of the the first Go 
Green Family challenge! Will 
you tell us a little about what 
it's been like?" 

"Sure," answered Nell, 
speaking carefully into the 
webcam. "Once we started 
thinking about it, we realized 
it was pretty doable for us to 
get by on one car. Having the 
Zipcar to use when we needed 

quad appeared in 1895. 
Modem topo maps are derived 
from aerial photos, making 
them exti·emely accurate. 

In the early 20th cenhuy, 
the motor car age ushered in a 
new series of road maps. The 
1909 Richards Driving Map 
showed road names and 
mileage. County road maps 
appeared in 1924, though 
according to Allen they 
remained tmpublished. 

A local aerial photo from 
1939 shows the Red Bridge 
still standing between Gill and 
Turners Falls. Allen found the 
originals at the National 
Archives. "There are thou
sands of them," he said. 

One last type of map Allen 
showed were Fire Insurance 
maps, which were produced 
only for larger commtmities. 
The 1889 map of Turners Falls 
included the Riverside section 
of Gill. On the 1914 Fire 
Insurance map, many of the 
buildings shown on the 1889 
map were gone, as was a "Mill 
Pond." 

And so, life comes and 
goes, but it goes on. Allen con
cluded by sharing a touching 

it helped a lot, and we are real
ly fortunate to have a fabulous 
bus system here in 
Northampton. Now we're 
thinking that we'll stash the 
money we're saving in an 
account so we can buy a 
hybrid once the Corolla bites 
the dust." 

Jane jumped over to the 
webcam, and leaped into a 
bodybuilding pose. "And I 
gotta say, biking in 
Northampton ROCKS! Look 
at these muscles, baby!" 

Continued next week, when 
the results of the 
Transportation Challenge will 
be revealed. Which family do 
you think desen1es to win? 
Cast your vote at www.mon
taguema.net and stay tuned to 
find out who the Go Green 
Family judges selected. 

story of how he was able to use 
maps to find his family home
stead in Pomfret, VT. He no 
longer has to say his great
grandmother was from "some
where in Vermont." He also 
showed map images tracing an 
old Gill road though time; a 
ti·ace of the "Harris" road still 
exists by the Otter Pond in the 
northwest comer of town. 

"These maps are for you," 
Allen said. He encouraged his 
audience to make use of them, 
to learn and better understand 
the history of their town. 

Additional historical maps 
of Gill will hopefully be avail
able in the fuhue, and Allen 
suggested some community 
members might want to get 
together to provide brief com
mentaries - similar to what 
Greenfield did for its popular 
volume of historical maps, 
compiled by Allen in 2003. 

The presentation was 
recorded by Montague 
Commtmity TV and has been 
shown several times already. 
For additional air dates, con
tact the station's website: 
www.montaguetv.org. II 
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Locally owned since 1941 
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Full service market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413-773-1105 

• Paving 
• Excavating 

--• Demolition 

• Power. Sweeping 
• andscaping 
• Seal Coating 

~Septi Turpers:Falls,,, 
41!3. 772.2155 

cell: 325.5596 
WVfW • .J>arlowpavingexcavating.com 

Pam Veith Real Estate 

75 Main Street 
Northfield, MAO 1360 

Office: 413-498-0207 
Ofc. Fax: 413-498·0208 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald Home Phone:413-863-9166 
ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRl, SRES,CBR Home Fax: 413-863-0218 
REALTOR' Email ~son1@comcast.net 

Beijing Station 
Chinese Restaurant Eat In, Carry Out & Catering 

Tuesday Special 
Buy One Meal, Get Second Meal 50% OFF! 

FREE DELIVERY 
51 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

413-863-8988 I 413-863-2666 
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DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
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PO BOX 729 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

Phone \413) 773-3678 
, Fax (413) 774-5746 

OILLON@CROCKER.COM 
Toll Free 1-800-698-3678 



BY JOSH HEINEMANN
WENDELL – Two issues came
up at the second of two informa-
tion sessions the Wendell plan-
ning board held last week to
receive public input on the pro-
posed Conservation Develop-
ment bylaw.

Over 20 Wendell residents
attended the meeting on
Thursday, along with New
Salem planning board member
Lisa Feinstein.

In a nutshell, the proposal
would allow a developer to build
houses closer together than the
present three-acre, 200-foot
frontage zoning requirement,
and would allow faster develop-
ment in exchange for a contrac-
tor allowing a conservation
restriction on 75% of a develop-
ment project’s area. The pro-
posed bylaw aims to steer
Wendell’s development to be
family friendly, to maintain the
town’s wooded, rural feel, to
preserve Wendell’s working
landscape, to maintain a viable
wildlife corridor and protect
large tracts of land for tradition-
al hunting and fishing.  

If the bylaw is approved at
town meeting, a potential devel-
oper would have two options. A
traditional three-acre, 200-foot
frontage lot could be cut out of
an existing parcel of land once
every seven years, and a house
could be built on it without spe-
cial planning board approval
(approval not required), as long
as other bylaws are followed. 

But if developers choose to
have site surveys done, and pres-
ent plans to put 75% of their

projects into conservation, then
they would be allowed flexible
use common driveways instead
of a full two-lane road, will not
have strict lot size restrictions,
and may build shared septic sys-
tems, following state laws for
capacity and quality. Such a
development would allow at
least the same number of houses
that three-acre, 200-foot
frontage lots allow. Building
affordable houses, as defined by
state law, creating and allowing
public access to preserved land,
or extending the conservation
restriction (CR) to 85% of the
land would yield the ability to
build more houses on the
remaining land. 

The CR may allow agricul-
ture, recreation, timber and cord-
wood harvesting, and in some
situations, location of a septic
system.  

Last Thursday, former board
of health member Gloria
Kegeles questioned whether it
would be possible to site houses
as close as the proposed bylaw
might allow, given Wendell’s
soil and groundwater conditions.

Finance committee chair
Michael Idoine, who worked on
the committee that drafted the
proposed bylaw, answered that
mandated distances between
wells and septic systems would
have to be maintained, and could
be maintained even with smaller
lot sizes.

Kegeles was not convinced,
and said the present board of
health has reduced the required
distance to the state requirement
of 100 feet, a distance she felt is
inadequate given Wendell’s
gravel and clay soil. She said
once groundwater is contaminat-
ed it is nearly impossible to
clean up.  

Barbara Caruso owns land
that already has a conservation
restriction on it, and wondered if
seventy-five percent of the
remainder – where development
is still allowed – would now
have to be set aside to meet the
terms of the new bylaw. In other
words, would she be penalized
for the CR she has already
allowed on her land.

Planning board member Patty
Smythe said the committee had

not considered that situation,
and pointed out the proposal was
still in draft form.  

Beth Erbiti asked if a CR on
75% of a property would lower
the tax value of the land.

Idoine answered that most of
the restricted land would be in
the rear of a property, where it
would already be assessed at a
lower rate than a house lot. He
offered the observation that
houses with children actually
take more from a town in servic-
es than they give in taxes, while
forested land pays more in taxes
than it requires in services.  

The planning board projected
on a screen in front of the hall an
aerial view, showing woods bro-
ken into many pieces and slices
by traditional house lots, and a
comparison view of the same
area developed according to this
proposal, with a cluster of hous-
es on one section surrounded by

trees, and a large green forested
open space on one side.  

Idoine displayed a spread-
sheet showing how various con-
siderations would affect the
number of houses a developer
would be allowed, under the
terms of the new bylaw. For
example, only half of the area of
ponds and other locations where
houses cannot be built would be
counted as part of the 75% CR,
so a ten-acre pond would only
count as five acres of restricted
land.

Draft copies of the bylaw are
in an envelope at the front of the
town office building, and on the
town website.

The planning board hopes to
have a final version of the bylaw
ready for the annual town meet-
ing. If it passes at the town
meeting, it would go into effect
in the new fiscal year, starting
July 1st.
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Wednesday,  4//7
11:24  a.m.  Animal
complaint on South
Cross Road. Loose dogs
harassing livestock.
TThurrsdayy,  44//8
2:35 p.m.  Vehicle acci-
dent on Gill-Montague
Bridge. 
FFrriiday,  44//9

7:49 a.m.  Report of
vehicle striking guardrails
on Gill-Montague
Bridge. 
9:06 a.m.  On the look-
out for suicidal subject,
possibly en route to area
bridges. 
Saturrdayy,  4//110
3:10 p.m.  Assisted

Northfield police
department with a
domestic disturbance. 
Sunday,  4//111
7:59 p.m.  Report of a
disorderly person at
intersection of West Gill
and Main Road. Unable
to locate same. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG
Accidents on Gill-Montague Bridge

863-4373

159 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA

01376

Tracey Kuklewicz
Vice President

email: tracey@ahrist.com
web: www.ahrist.com

BY JOSHUA WATSON
TURNERS FALLS – The
Turners Falls Fire District pru-
dential committee, chaired by
Mark Allen, made a presentation
at Hillcrest Elementary School
on Tuesday in support of its plan
to initiate ambulance services for
Montague out of the Turners
Falls Fire Department. About 40
people were in attendance.

Currently, when an ambulance
is called from Montague, the
Turners Falls Fire Department
responds by dispatching a fire
truck along with the two on-duty
Turners Falls firefighters. While
that fire truck is on the emer-
gency call, the fire department is
staffed by two other on-call fire-
fighters, who are paid interim
overtime wages for that time. The
Turners Falls Fire Department
now budgets more than $30,000
annually for those services.

For that same emergency call,
an ambulance from Baystate
Health is dispatched, and
because that ambulance is the
“transporting vehicle,” Baystate

Health bills the insurance com-
panies for the charges.

Allen argues that, by purchas-
ing an ambulance, and dispatch-
ing its own EMT-trained fire-
fighters in a transporting ambu-
lance, the TFFD would receive a
certain amount of billing income
now lost to Baystate Health. 

That income, the prudential
committee says, could be as
much as $250,000 to $350,000
per year over the next four or five
years – enough to hire up to four
to five full-time firefighters at the
TFFD without raising taxes in
Montague. 

Firefighters would be hired
only as the income stream justi-
fied the expense.

Allen reported that the TFFD
has long sought additional
staffing in order to increase its
shifts from two on-duty firefight-
ers to three. 

The committee has also
applied for a federal SAFER
grant (Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response)
which, Allen said, would provide

funds for the immediate hiring of
several firefighters or para-
medics, and would pay their
salaries for the first two years, as
long as the TFFD guaranteed to
pay their salaries for a third year. 

The status of that grant is still
pending.

If the voters of the Turners
Falls Fire District approve the
plan at the district’s annual meet-
ing next week (voters from
Millers Falls, Turners Falls, and
Montague City can vote), under
the licensing process with the
state Office of Emergency
Medical Services, for six months
to a year from the initiation of the
plan, the TFFD would only be
qualified to dispatch ambulances
for “basic life support” emergen-
cies. 

Basic life support emergen-
cies call for emergency medical
technicians who have less train-
ing and often less experience
than paramedics. Paramedics are
dispatched for “advanced life
support” (ALS) emergency calls.

After six months to a year,

once the TFFD reached its quali-
fication status, it would be able
to dispatch advanced life support
ambulance services. Pending that
qualification, ALS support when
necessary would be provided
either by Baystate or by another
ALS-qualified provider for calls
in Montague. Allen stated that if
future billing income justified
the hiring of additional staff, the
TFFD would seek trained para-
medics who wanted to become
firefighters.  

The committee estimates that,
once the TFFD ambulance serv-
ice was up and running, response
time to Montague emergency
ambulance requests would be
improved by five to seven min-
utes. 

Increased traffic on the White
Bridge from Greenfield may also
be a factor during the next four
years of construction on the Gill-
Montague bridge, as this is the
preferred route for BHS to
respond to calls in Montague.

Upon questioning, Allen stat-
ed the income estimated under

the plan included figures that
would be billed for emergency
dispatch calls in Montague
Center and Lake Pleasant. 

These villages have already
opted out of the potential plan,
according to Montague Center
fire department prudential com-
mittee member Sam Lovejoy,
who told the Montague select-
board last week the Montague
Center fire department is seeking
to establish their own ambulance
service district to contract with
Baystate Health Service for con-
tinued ambulance service. 

It remains unclear how this
will affect the Turners Falls fire
department’s plan. “We really do
need to cover the entire popula-
tion of the town of Montague in
order to make the numbers
work,” said Allen.

The question of whether to
move forward with the plan will
be on the warrant for the Turners
Falls annual district meeting,
scheduled for 7 p m. on Tuesday,
April 20th, at Hillcrest
Elementary School. 

Public Hearing Draws 40 for Turners Fire District Ambulance Plan

Info Sessions Held on Conservation Development Bylaw

On Friday and Saturday April
16th and 17th, Pothole Pictures
gets invaded by munchkins,
wicked witches, flying mon-
keys, little dogs, lollipop guilds,
ruby slippers, lions,
and tigers, and bears
– oh my! – as they
present a rare BIG
screen showing of
perhaps the best
loved, and maybe the
best period, movie
ever made, The
Wizard of Oz.

Showtime is 7:30
p m. both nights with

live music on stage before the
movie from 7 to 7:30. On
Friday, The Ambiguities will
play literate rock and on
Saturday Leo T. Baldwin sings

and plays real hilltown
music.

Pothole Pictures
located at 51 Bridge
Street, Shelburne Falls.
Admission is $6 adults,
$4 kids 12 and under.
The theater is fully heat-
ed, air conditioned and
handicapped accessible.
For further info, call
(413) 625-2896.

Wizard of Oz on the Big Screen

build I manage I create I 413.522.4808 
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NOTES FROM THE MAHAR SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Alternate Assessment Fails Again 
BY KATIE NOLAN - The 
Mahar regional school com
mittee met on Tuesday, April 
5th and voted to accept the 
revised FY'll budget of $12.1 
million dollars presented by 
superintendent Michael 
Baldassarre. The committee 
also voted to use the statuto1y 
method for assessing costs to 
the member towns. 

Baldassarre told the com
mitttee he had pared the budg
et further since presenting the 
draft budget in March. He sum
marized the major changes in 
income and expenses for 
FY' 11. State ftmding for edu
cation will be cut for FY' 11, 
Baldassarre said. 

The line item for teacher 
salaries will increase as a result 
of contractual obligations for 
annual raises. Insurance 
(retirement, unemployment, 
general policy, health, life, 
worker's compensation, 
medicare, and retirees' insur
ance) costs will increase. 

Baldassarre emphasized this 
budget is less than "level serv
ice." FY' 11 will see the loss of 
one foll-time foreign language 
teacher, one foll-time parapro
fessional and a half-time spe
cial education administrator, 
along with a reduction in late 
bus se1vice and libra1y sup
plies. 

One of the costs Baldassarre 
highlighted was choice and 
charter tuitions. He said 98 stu
dents choice out of the Mahar 
district to other schools, at a 
cost to the region of $490,000, 
and 17 students go to charter 
schools, at a cost of$116,000. 

Sorted by town, 66 students 
from Petersham choice out, 23 
from Orange, 5 from Wendell, 
and 4 from New Salem. 
However, Baldassane provid-

Co1npost 
$30 per cubic yard. 

Minimum delivery S cubic yards 
(truck holds IO yards). Delivery 
charge $40 and up depending on 
location, or can be loaded on your 

truck at the farm. 
Call and ask for Peter. 

(9 78) 544-3806 

and seasoned 
cordwood 

for sale. 
Call for more details. 
Diemand Farm 

126 Mormon Hollow Road 
Wendell, MA 01379 

(978) S44-3806 

ed graphs of the numbers of 
sh1dents choicing out by grade, 
and concluded there was a 
trend toward fewer students 
choicing out. "My hope is that 
with proper funding, we'll 
reduce the number of sh1dents 
leaving the district," 
Baldassane said. 

Jim Slavas of the Wendell 
finance committee spoke to the 
meeting, saying he was appear
ing, "for a third year to request 
an alternative assessment 
method" for splitting regional 
school costs between the four 
member towns. He explained 
that for the FY' 11 budget, 
Wendell will pay $9,890 per 
Mahar sh1dent, while 
Petersham will pay $8,403 per 
sh1dent, New Salem $8,390 per 
sh1dent, and Orange $5,685 per 
sh1dent. He added that, using 
equal assessment, the method 
agreed to in the original 
regionalization agreement, 
each town would pay $6398 
per sh1dent. 

Slavas said, "Each year that 
we've made the request, we've 
pleaded with this committee to 
become engaged and come to 
some shared understanding 
about what a fair assessment is. 
We know the state's idea of 
fairness - towns should pay 
according to wealth." 

He said the state 
Department of Elementa1y and 
Seconda1y Education (DESE) 
uses an "aggregate wealth 
model," using information 
about the value of property and 
average income in a town to 
rate each town's wealth. 
According to Slavas, by this 
model, Orange is the poorest 
town in the district, Wendell 
the next poorest, and "New 
Salem and Petersham are look
ing good." However, he said, 
although Wendell is the sec
ond-poorest town in the dis
trict, it pays 20% more per stu
dent than the richest town. 

Slavas noted that some 
Mahar school committee mem
bers had suggested Wendell is 
better off than other towns, as 
indicated by its stabilization 
fund of approximately $1 mil
lion. He compared the tax rates 
in the member towns ($16.85 
per thousand in Wendell, 
$14.24 per thousand in 
Petersham, $13.87 per thou
sand in Orange and $13.30 per 
thousand in New Salem). He 
said that if other towns taxed 
themselves at the same rate as 
Wendell, they would also have 
money to put into stabilization. 

Slavas reported that 
Superintendent Baldassarre 
had come to Wendell to meet 
with the Wendell selectboard 

and the finance committee, but, 
he said, "It is not Mr. 
Baldassarre, but this commit
tee that must change its 
approach." He added, "In three 
years, this committee has not 
even assigned a subcommittee 
to discuss this. It is dangerous 
for Mahar if this issue is not 
addressed. Wendell is no 
longer backstopping the budget 
and it throws the appropriation 
amount to the third lowest 
town. It is tmsustainable for 
this committee not to address 
this issue. It does not serve our 
long term interest as a commu
nity to have the Mahar budget 
eroded away. We have been 
waiting for three years for 
some movement from this 
committee. At least, let's start 
the conversation." 

Slavas also presented a 
modified aggregate wealth 
model, that factored in the 
number of middle and high 
school children from each 
town. He said that the DESE 
aggregate wealth model is "a 
flat tax that does not factor in 
the number of sh1dents attend
ing the school." 

Middle and high school age 
children are approximately 
3% of Wendell's population, 
while the middle school and 
high school age population in 
the other three towns is 
approximately 8%. In the 
modified model, Wendell's 
assessment for Mahar would 
be approximately $80,000 less 
than with the DESE stah1tory 
method. 

In discussion of Slavas's 
remarks, Baldassane said the 
alternate assessment he pro
posed had "Zero percent 
chance of being voted in." 
Alternate assessment methods 
require unanimous agreement 
from all member towns in a 
region. 

Slavas said he proposed a 
three to five year phase-in of 
an alternate assessment 
method, "so it is not a shock." 

Michael Le Blanc of 
Petersham said, "It is not true 
that if the other towns taxed at 
Wendell's rate they would have 
money in the bank." He said he 
had collected town data from 
the state website showing that 
of the four towns in the region, 
Wendell spent the lowest per
centage of its budget on educa
tion. 

LeBlanc asked, "Were any 
other towns involved in devis
ing the modified aggregate 
wealth model?" 

Slavas replied, "That's why 
we're asking the committee to 
get involved." 

Committee chair Maureen 

Donelan of Orange asked, 
"Didn't we vote or ask last 
year for the towns to get 
involved?" 

Dick Baldwin of Wendell 
replied, "The committee 
refused to take a firm stand. I 
want to ask the committee to 
take a firm stand now. I ask the 
committee to vote the alterna
tive method. Then the town 
boards will get together and 
come up with something." 

Baldwin added that Wendell 
sees the stah1to1y method as 
"grossly unfair for us." 

Speaking to Baldwin, Peter 
Cross of Orange said, "You 
want to see movement toward 
fairness." He continued, "If 
the committee voted the alter
nate method, it starts the 
process for the towns. If it's 
not agreeable to all four towns, 
we could then vote the stah1to-
1y method. The worst case for 
Wendell would be to vote the 
statuto1y method as we have 
eve1y year." 

Patricia Smith of Orange 
said, "This issue should be 
explored." However, she said 
she did not recommend 
approving use of the alternate 
method without "hard facts on 
what the alternate method 
would mean for Orange." 

Baldwin replied, "We can't 
proceed to find that informa
tion until we vote an alternate 
method. We're stuck." LeBlanc 
suggested the committee pro
mote articles on town warrants 
establishing a committee to 
explore the alternate and stah1-
tory method of assessing 
regional education costs. 

Baldassane said, "Because 
there has been no dialogue, 
Wendell has been using its 
only card to be heard, by not 
voting the foll assessment, so 
Orange sets the Mahar budget. 
In order to get three of the four 
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towns to agree to the budget, 
we need a dialogue down the 
road." However, he empha
sized that the full amotmts set 
out in the FY' 11 budget were 
needed to educate the sh1dents 
at Mahar. 

Kennan moved to use the 
stah1to1y method and was sec
onded by Smith. Baldwin 
offered an amendment, for use 
of the alternate method, but the 
amendment was not accepted. 

Kennan said, "Something 
has to change with the ftmding 
method, but the problem is not 
us, it's the state." 

Baldwin said, "No matter 
how we vote, the fairness issue 
remains for Wendell. It will 
show up in the budget and in 
planning for regionalization. 
The committee needs to take a 
stand on the alternate method. 
It needs to set up a committee 
to address the issue with the 
four towns." 

The motion to use the stah1-
to1y method of assessment, 
amended to include formation 
of a subcommittee to investi
gate assessment methods, 
passed by a vote of 6 to 3. 
Donelan, Kennan, LeBlanc, 
Smith, Nadine Parsons of 
Orange, and Paul Gervais of 
Orange voted for the motion, 
and Baldwin, Cross, and 
Michael Yohan of New Salem 
voted against it. 

After the vote, several mem
bers commented that the sub
committee should include town 
officers as well as school com
mittee members. 

In other business, the school 
committee decided to continue 
accepting school choice sh1-
dents, approved a facilities use 
policy that sets fees for use of 
the school building by non
school groups, and approved 
the policy for canine searches 
at the school. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Armed Robbery and Assault Arrests 
Tuesday, 4/6 
3:40 p.m. Domestic dis
turbance Main and 
Bridge Streets in Millers 
Falls. Peace restored. 
10:28 p.m. Arrest of 

or assau t an 
battery with a dangerous 
weapon, armed robbery, 
and threat to commit a 
crime. Arrest of 

with a dangerous 
weapon, armed robbery, 
and threat to commit a 
cnme. 
Friday,4/9 
Il:56 p.m. Arrest of 

Sundedand, for marked 

lanes violation and driv-
ing under the influence. 
Saturday. 4/ IO 
9:49 p.m. Arrest of 

or omestic 
assault and battery and 
disorderly conduct. 

, for domes- 3:06 a.m. Fight by F.L. 
tic assat t and battery Roberts including 
with a dangerous assault with a dangerous 
weapon. weapon and disordedy 
10:47 p.m. Suspicious conduct. Perpetrators 
person at Eagle gone. 
Automotive on Second Monday, 4/12 
Street. No police service Il:21 a.m. Fight at alley 
necessary. between Third and 
Sunday, 4/ll Fourth Streets. Unable 
I :20 a.m. AssatJt and to locate. 
battery on Griswold Tuesday, 4/13 
Street. Services ren- 12:Il a.m. Unwanted 

dered. person on Third Street. 
I:35 a.m. Arrest of Services rendered. 

■ 5:59 a.m. Larceny at La 
fur Bodega on Fourth 

omestic assau t and Street. Report taken. 
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BY KATIE NOLAN 
ATHOL - "There is nothing -
absolutely nothing - half so 
much worth doing as simply 
messing about in boats. " 

-Rat 
The Wind in the Willows 

I don't know what calls so 
many ofus to paddle in the Athol 
to Orange Rat Race. But each 
spring we heed the call, and tum 
out in droves. 

There are the serious canoe 
racers, with fine racing boats and 
many trophies, of course. But the 
mass of entries are constmction 
workers, high school kids, town 
board members, retirees, office 
workers, and parents with their 
children in ahuninum, birch 
bark, and fiberglass recreational 
canoes. 

We spend $41 to register and 
paddle down the Millers River 
with hundreds of other boats in 
early spring, sometimes in lovely 
sunshine, sometimes in rain or 
sleet. And speaking for my team, 
we never finish in the top one 
hundred boats. 

My husband Josh has paddled 
the Rat Race since 1978. His 
partner from 1978 until 1992 was 
Dave Walsh, our next door 
neighbor. That racing partnership 
ended in 1993, when Dave was 
seriously ill and his oldest son 
paddled with Josh in Dave's 
place. 

Dave died before the 1994 
race, and another of Dave's sons 
paddled with Josh that year. After 
that, Josh found other partners -
our children, a fellow Wendell 
firefighter, and a brother-in-law. 
The children grew up and moved 
away, the firefighter lost interest, 
and the brother-in-law caught the 
race bug and moved on to more 
demanding competitions: 
triathlons, Iron Man contests, the 
Boston Marathon. Finally, in 
2005, lacking other prospects, 
Josh asked me to paddle the race 
with him and I said yes, because 
I was ready to leave the role of 
spectator cheering from the shore 
and see how the race felt from 
the inside. 

Josh and I are not an ideal 
canoe team. The bow paddler is 
supposed to provide the power 
and the stem the finesse, steering 
the boat. In our canoe, I paddle 
bow and Josh is stem. Josh is 
excellent at reading the water, 
understanding what the other 
paddlers will do and steering, but 
I'm not that strong. I'm a lazy 
Sunday afternoon paddler. The 
first year we raced, I wondered if 
I could even finish the six-mile 
course. 

I insisted we practice (some 
years the Rat Ra.ce was the first 
time Josh and Dave were in a 

canoe for the season). For the 
first several races, finishing the 
course was my prirruuy goal. 

This year, as an extra chal
lenge, I came out of winter puffy 
and unfit. I had broken my right 
leg (tibia and fibula) slipping on 
leaves early in the winter, and 
spent many weeks sitting with 
my leg elevated, occasionally 
hopping sho1t distances on my 
left foot using a walker for bal
ance. 

One thing about living in 
Wendell is that, if you're laid up, 
people will feed you. I ate like a 
queen in those initial weeks, with 
incredibly tasty multi-course 
meals appearing in my kitchen, 
courtesy of kind friends and 
neighbors. But the good food and 
immobility made me soft. 

By the time the river was open 
and the serious racers had staited 
training, I staited physical thera
py, stretching tight tendons and 
strengthening weak unused mus
cles. Valerie, the receptionist at 
the physical therapy office, knew 
Josh and me from other years. 

"Are you racing this year?" 
she asked when I came for my 
first appointment. 

I told her I intended to. 
But, later that week, while we 

were eating dinner at our neigh
bor's house, talk turned to the 
Rat Race. The neighbor's son, 
Greg, said he had really enjoyed 
racing with his father when he 
was younger. Josh suddenly 
asked, "Do you want to race with 
me this year?" Then he turned to 
me and said, "You don't mind, do 
you?" 

I mumbled something or 
other, thinking maybe I'm not in 
good enough shape to do it this 
year, and Josh wants a younger 
stronger paitner. Greg was inter
ested, so that was settled. 

The physical therapist, Susan, 
has raced with her husband for 
yeai·s. When she asked me about 
the race, I told her Josh had 
found another paitner. She told 
me one yeai· her husband found a 
hot shot paddler for a paitner and 
dropped her. But she had the last 
laugh. The hotshot quit the team 
the week before the race, and her 
husband begged her, on bended 
knee, to be his paitner again. 

As I left the appointment that 
day, I told Valerie, the reception
ist, that Josh had found another 
paitner. Valerie was shocked. 
"You don't dump your Rat part
ner," she said. ''Not for any
thing." 

For the remaining weeks of 
therapy, I heard stories from 
Valerie and Susan's practice mns 
- ice chunks and floating branch
es on the river in the early prac
tices, the camaraderie with other 
practicing teams, the fools who 
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ventured out 
,;?AAi without lifejack-
~ ets and tipped 

over into the 
cold water. I kept thinking, Josh 
and Greg have never canoed 
together - they really should 
practice, at least to get an idea of 
each other's style. 

Finally, on the weekend 
before Rat Ra.ce, Greg came by 
to say he was really too busy and 
would not be able to race. Josh 
didn't beg or bend his knee, but 
he did ask me to be his paitner 
again, and I said yes. 

The Wednesday before Rat 
Race, Josh and I went out for our 
only practice, putting our 
Wenonah Sundowner in at the 
finish line in Orange and pad
dling upstream as far as we could 
go, then back to the finish line. I 
paddled as seriously as I could, 
maybe hying to prove I really 
was in good enough shape to race 
this yeai·. At one point, Josh told 
me he stopped paddling for a 
while to see what I would do. I 
didn't even notice, I just kept 
paddling. 

For the start of the race, all of 
the boats are lined up along the 
shore, waiting for the cannon 
shot that signals the sta1t. 
Staiting positions ai·e picked by 
lotte1y on Friday night at Athol 
Town Hall, where Tom Lozier of 
the Athol Lions Club announces 
the numbers and names of the 
team members to the excited 
crowd. 

This year, he staited by calling 

from the logjam of slower boats 
and into the serious racing. 

But our Wenonah was crowd
ed in close to their boat, so they 
had no place to put a paddle in 
the water. Josh and I found a way 
to move over to make more room 
for them, and incidentally get our 
boat off the bushes. 

The cannon shot rang out, and 
eveiyone made a break for the 
middle of the river. I don't 
remember exactly what hap
pened for the first few minutes of 
the race. There were a lot of 
boats banging into each other, 
and people paddling foriously to 
get out of the tangle of boats. It 
reminded me of a bumper car 
ride. I never saw what canoe 
number 236 did. 

Early on, we kept falling in a 
pace with boat 286 with 
"Greenwood Alarms" written on 
the side. We'd collide, or neai·ly 
collide, move away from each 
other, then find ourselves locked 
in another tangle. The men in the 
boat seemed friendly and outgo
ing, but their boat was equipped 
with a cai· alaim, which the stem 
paddler would tum on at random 
times. Extremely unpleasant, I 
thought. Got to get away from 
these guys. But we couldn't out-
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pace them. 
We got caught in anothei· tan

gle with Greenwood Alaims. The 
stem paddler said, ''It will be like 
this at the finish; we'll be neck 
and neck." And the bow man 
said, "But we'll beat you." 

I started paddling harder then. 
Pretty soon, we passed them and 
stayed ahead. Not fai· ahead, 
because the ala1m was still 
sounding too close for comfort. 

I heai·d a woman say, "Three 
mile marker; half-way." There 
was more space between the 
boats now, the faster canoes way 
ahead and the slower ones 
behind us. There was open water 
to put a paddle in, and it made me 
meditative. I thought about the 
moral to the fable of the to1toise 
and the hai·e: "Slow and steady 
wins the race." "That's wrong," I 
thought. "Slow and steady gets to 
the finish line, but fast and steady 
wins the race." 

Some weeks ago, I found a 
copy of Thich Nhat Hanh's The 
Miracle of Mindfulness at the 
Free Store at the Wendell tl,msfei· 
station. The memorable line in 
that book is, "When you're 
washing the dishes, wash the 
dishes." I said to myself, "When 

see RACE pg 18 

for a nine-yeai·-old girl to stand -
up; she had raced last yeai· with 
her father, and they were regis
tered as a team again this year. 
"You're not a n11e local until 
you've done the Rat Race," Tom 
said. 

For the first 50 or 100 staiting 
positions, everyone cheers if a 
town favorite gets a good num
ber. By 150 or 200, the numbers 
aren't so good, it starts to get bor
ing, and the crowd is quieter. By 
then, I usually begin to wonder, 
did they even receive our enny? 

Valerie and her paitner got a 
good sta1ting position - 69. 
Susan and her husband got 92: 
not bad. When Tom got to 
Susan's name, he called her out 
as, "Eveiyone's favorite physical 
therapist." 

Josh and I got 235. 
On Saturday, before the 1 p m. 

strut, we put our canoe into the 
Millers neai· the center of Athol 
and paddled to our staiting posi
tion. Where we lined up on the 
shore with the other 230-some
things, we were so far back we 
couldn't see the low number 
boats. Our canoe was sitting on 
some drowned bushes. 

Boat 236 was a racing boat, 
with a team of very fit-looking 
young men. They were deciding 
their sn·ategy for the stait, hoping 
to pull out quickly and get away 

And Thry're Off! (.Anyone seen Josh and Katie?) 

MODEb T 
CR055IN<i r\MERICr\ 
60Lf TOURNr\MENT 

To Benefit 

Disabled American Veterans 

Saturday, April 24th 
4 Person Scramble 

8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start 
$65.00 per person ($260.00 per team) 

GET YOUR TEAM TOGETHER TO HELP JESSE 
DRIVE CROSS COUNTRY IN HIS MODEL T 

TO RAISE MONEY AND AWARENESS 
FOR OUR DISABLED VETS. 

Thomas Memorial Golf & Country Club 
29 Country Club Lane, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Call to reserve your team 
(413) 863-8003 tmgcc.net 

Lana of tfie free, because of tfie brave 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

The~ill TaveRn 
Come FOR a dRink, sTay FOR a meal 

Tiu.: Ta,crn scncs fare made li·o111 rrcsh ingTcdic11L, 
(mo:,Lly lot·~Jly produced) in m1 alnlo:;ph4..:'1'C Lhat fosH.•rs 

rric11clship. comnnmi1y. ;u1cl respect for our em1ronrncn1. 
Full har ❖ Great wine li,1 ❖ Tlie People ·s Pint hccr on tap! 

Open \Vccl-Sun ;11 !i pm 
"""'.1l1egill1avern.com 

321i Main Rd, Gill, 1\1.\ 
'B' I I 3.!\(i3.<J00/i 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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LEVERETT from pg 5 
pwpose of this resolution is to 
take a moral position," on 
Guantanamo, and the fate of the 
cleared detainees there, "to reme
dy this wrong," Newman said. 

Speaking first among the can
didates, Chuck Dauchy said he 
wanted to continue to se1ve on the 
board of health for another three 
year tenn to "use my experience 
for the benefit of the town." 
Dauchy said during his tenw-e he 
has been involved in updating the 
town's septic system regulations, 
which are "now working well. 
Recently we've had to face 
HlNl. We set up vaccinations 
clinics." 

Dauchy said the board is also 
responsible for wells, but they are 
letting the selectboard take the 
lead on addressing the issue of 
wells on Teawaddle Hill and 
Amherst Road that are down
stream and possibly affected by 
contamination from the town's 
fo1mer landfill. "They are keep
ing us info1med." 

Nancy Grossman, newly 
appointed to the finance commit
tee to fill a vacancy on that board, 
said she had decided to nm for a 
two-year te1m because, "I have a 
degree in economics; I like deal
ing with numbers and figwmg out 
how to pay for things; I believe in 
fiscal responsibility and also ade
quate funding, and how to find 
that balance." 

Grossman, who runs a small 
business at River Valley 
Acupuncture, said, "Pait of the 
problem is town expenses tend to 
go up on average 3.8% a yeai·, 
more than Proposition 2½ allows 
us to, because a large ammmt of 
town expenses ai·e labor-based." 
She added, "People are also snug
gling to deal with their property 
taxes," often on fixed or limited 
incomes. 

Grossman, who se1ves on the 
town's vohmteer fire department 

POSITION AVAILABLE 
- GILL MONTAGUE 

COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL 

PARTNERSHIP 

noted, "The stabilization ftmd has 
not been funded adequately in the 
last two yeai-s. If you want good 
se1vices, you have to pay for 
them" 

She added, "Personally, I think 
the state really needs to figure out 
ways to increase revenues, like 
bringing the income tax back up." 

Elaine Bai·ker said she was 
nmning again for a three year 
te1m on the libraiy n11stees, her 
12th consecutive nm, "to make 
sure the town gets good value for 
its library dollai·." She looks at 
library se1vices as "continuing 
education" for the townspeople, 
and the libraiy as the community 
center of Leverett, serving 50 
people a day. The library makes 
use of "$10 to $12,000 worth of 
volunteer hours," a year, and cir
culates "2,500 to 3,200 books a 
month," figures that would be the 
envy of much larger communities 
that spend twice as much as 
Leverett does for their libraries. 

Dawn Sacks, nmning for a 
three yeai· seat on the school com
mittee, said she has been involved 
at the elementaiy school for 12 
yeai·s, and though one child of 
hers will graduate from LES this 
yeai·, another is still in 3rd grade. 
She feels she has her finger on the 
pulse of the school community, 
has served on hiring committees 
at LES, and attended recent meet
ings on regionalization. She has a 
background in cotmseling psy
chology, and enjoys paiticipating 
in committee meetings. 

Asked her opinion on school 
choice, she said, "It's a complex 
issue. My tmderstanding is pait of 
why we're able to sustain some of 
the programs that make Leverett 
special is because of school 
choice funds, so we haven't had 
to make cuts other communities 
have." 

KIDS from pg 11 
n·eated to the antics of the Master 
of Ceremonies, "Happy Dan," 
(aka Dagen Julty of Shutesbmy). 
Happy Dan ente1tained the fami
lies, especially the very ymmg, 
with his singing, tl'icks, and sto
ries. Happy Dan is a fo1mer inte
rior designer from New York 
who then moved on to being a 
music teacher in Woodstock, 
N.Y. From there Dan decided "it 
would be better to be an enter
tainer who teaches than a teacher 
who ente1tains." Dan has been 
doing events for children for over 
15 years, but ftmding for these 
sorts of programs especially 
those at librai'ies has decreased 
drastically since our involvement 
in the Middle East, according to 
"Happy Dan." 
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Selectboard chair Rich 
Brazeau said towns like 
Greenfield and Montague ai·e los
ing millions of dollars to school 
choice. "It adversely affects those 
commtmities." 

Sacks said, "It's good for fam
ilies to have a choice where to 
send their children. A failing 
school system like Twne1-s Falls 
or Greenfield has lai·ger issues 
causing people to leave than the 
issue of school choice." 

Peter d'En'ico said, "We don't 
want to be pait of a system where 
we're profiting and others are 
losing." 

"We're conn'ibuting to the fail
ure of the Gill-Montague 
schools," added Grossman. 

"I understand that," replied 
Sacks. "It's a complex issue." 

Sacks also said she felt the 5% 

RACE from pg 17 
you're paddling in the Rat Race, 
paddle in the Rat Race." That 
seemed to help me focus, so for 
a while we were all in accord, 
me, my paddle, the Millers 
River, the Wenonah, and Josh, 
my Rat partner. 

As we neai·ed the center of 
Orange, the crowds on the bank 
were thicker, and rock music 
spilled out onto the water from 
Mike's bar. I could see the fin
ish banner, flying flat out in the 
wind coming upriver against us. 
Greenwood Alarms was still 
behind us, but not ve1y far, from 
the sound of the alaim. I con
centrated on keeping up my 
paddling pace and barely heard 
the yells of, "Go Katie! Go 
Josh!" from the shore as we 
neai·ed the finish. My sister and 
brother and niece, who had been 
doubtful about their plans for 
the day, were on the shore. We 

gallery had been decorated with 
paints and crafts from local 
grammar schools and the chil
dren's rut class offered at the 
Leverett Crafts and Alts. 

This event was to be designed 
to be a "Celebration of Kids," 

~tM:,·,,_,_, 

raise negotiated by the Union 28 
school committee to help b1mg 
supe1mtendent Joan Wickman's 
salaiy up to pai· with neighbo1mg 
supe1mtendents was excessive. 

"I think she should step for
ward and not take that increase. 
I'd like to see the raises going to 
the people on the grotmd, work
ing with kids." 

On regionalization, Sacks said 
Leverett should stay in Union 28 
rather than regionalize with 
Amherst because, "I'd like to see 
Leverett retain control of our 
school, have our own school com
mittee, and keep the teachers that 
we love. Ow· school is such a 
wonderful elementary school. 
When I compai·e it to my elemen
taiy school experience, it's a 
world apart." 

Peter d'Eirico said he is nm-

had a cheering section. 
Encouraged, we moved at a 
good clip tmtil we passed the 
finish, two places ahead of 
Greenwood Alarms. 

After passing the finish line, 
we paddled slowly, got the boat 
to the shore and pulled it out, 
with the help of a spectator. I 
was tired! On shore, we drank 
coffee from a thermos and 
watched the later boats come in. 
Josh hitched a ride with my sis
ter to Athol to pick up his n11ck 
while I waited on the riverbank 
with the boat. 

Most of the spectators had 
left the shore, but several more 
boats did pass the fmish line. 
And later still, arotmd 2:45, two 
more boats appeared and 
crossed the finish line. The four 
paddlers raised their paddles 
and yelled in n'iurnph. I cheered 
back at them. 

"Last place, second year in a 

and it ce1tainly tumed out that 
way. According to program 
director Kiran Bhowmik, more 
than 250 people attended 
Saturday's festival, 

which is more than in II~ 
the previous two years. II 
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ning for a second three-year te1m 
for selectboai·d because, "I get 
along great with these two. I feel 
we're in the midst of things," and 
he wants to see them through. 

He mentioned the effo1t to 
b1mg broadband intemet se1vice 
to all Leverett residents, along 
with adequate telephone se1vice, 
to resolve the well contamination 
problems neai· the fo1mer landfill, 
and the fact that the selectboai·d is 
"working closely for the first time 
with the finance committee and 
the school committee," to bring 
budgets into balance, and address 
upcoming conn-a.ct negotiations at 
the school. 

'Tm one who feels we're not 
out of the woods yet," in this eco
nomic downtum "Holding onto 
what we've got is the 111!111■ 
word of the day." II~ 
row!" one of them yelled happi
ly. 

Standing on the sunny river
bank, somewhat tired, I 
watched the spots of stmlight 
reflecting on the water, and felt 
the full Rat Race glow. I race to 
celebrate spring and the joy of 
being out on this beautiful 
Miller's River with my Rat pa1t
ner and lots of other River Rats. 

Josh and I came in at 129 out 
of the 265 boats that crossed the 
finish line. Valerie and her pa1t
ner were the 58th boat in, and 
won the third place n·ophy for 
the women's teams. Susan and 
her husband came in 55th. 
. Greg was nowhere in 111!111■ 

sight. II~ 

NANCY L. DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

fl 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

e,,~,c ,.~ Arena Civic Players present 
~ ACT -' 

;: TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD 

Christopher Sergei's beautifully crafted 
adaptation of Harper Lee's Pulitzer Prize• 
1Vinning novel. 

Fridays and Saturdays, 
April 23rd, 24th, 30th 

and May 1st at 8:00 p.m. 
and Sundays April 25th 

and May 2nd at 2:00 p.m. 

at the Shea Theater, Avenue A in Turners 
Falls. For more info and to reserve tickets 
call the Shea Theater at (413) 863-2281, 
ext. 3. 

Are you looking to work a 
few exn·a hours a week and 
make a difference? Do you 
think Gill-Montague Regional 
parents need to have more of a 
voice? The Gill-Montague 
Community School Partner
ship is looking for someone to 
bring the concems of parents 
and families into the communi
ty conversation. This is a 10 
hour month position for $15/ 
hour. Please contact Kara 
McLaughlin of The Gill 
Montague Community School 
Partllership, (413) 863-7310, 
kmclaughlin@gmrsd.org for a 
copy of the job description, by 
Tuesday, April 20th. 

Throughout "Go, Kids Art, 
Go," EveLyrm Goodhind of the 
Fine Alts and Healing Center 
motivated paper art, painting, 
and really messy crafts with the 
children that just seemed to be 
thoroughly enjoying themselves. 
Prior to the event, the entire 

Mari!Jn Sylla, and the Music of the Bamidele Dancers and Drummers, 
at the Leverett Crafts and Arts program on Saturdqy 

Following the April 25th matinee, Attorney 
William Newman of the ACLU will lead a talk
back with actors and audience. Tickets also 
available at World Eye Bookshop, Greenfield 
and Jones Library, Amherst. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

-Pipion!f!TSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Baseball & Softball Supplies 
• Fishing & Hunting Licences 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lirt • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIBDWARDSTREE.COM 1r 
Wendell, MA , •: ~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie; ""'· ' f~ 

/::-?-~ Brian R. San Soucie 
~- Locksmith - C~L 
SeNing the Area for over 30 yeats Certified • Bonded • Insured ,1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Stri:e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Bczvp4Zr 290-1162 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15th 
Sara Thomsen in concert 
at the Echo Lake 
Coffeehouse, in the town 
hall, 9 Montague Road, 
Leverett, 7 30 p.m. $10-
12 at the door. (413)548-
9 3 9 4 
www.sarathomsen.com. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
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Jonathan Hohl Kennedy 
host this evening of celtic 
favorites. 

The Rendezvous, Turners 
z Falls: West County Jazz, 7 
o p.m. free. 
~ 
~ At the Bookmill, Montague 
~ Center: Elephant Micah, 
g Marl< Trecka and 
8 Oweihops, 8 p.m. $10 

~ MONDAY, APRIL 19th 
The Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: B-I-N-G-
01 Come win stuff, 8 
p.m. Free. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 
21st 
The Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 
Quismastah Chad's 
Quisnite Quiz! Put 
together a team, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 

Wai/in' Dave Robinson, 
Tommy Filault & Co., 
blues based roots music, 
8 to 10 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: Lenny's 
Lounge. Lenny Zarcone 
croons 50s & 60s gems, 
7:30 p.m. No cover. 

Mother Turtle: Marsia Shuron Harris fronts the band with her 
distinctive voice, and what folk>ws is a delicious mix of danceable grooves. 
At the Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse on Saturdqy, April 17th in the 
Wendell Town HalL BringJ'our dancing shoes and we11 raise the windows 

Knitting & Crafts Night, 7 
to 10 p.m. Any craft and 
any skill level welcome. 

THURSDAY, 
22nd 

APRIL to let in the sweet spring air. 8 p.m. Open mic at 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Kristen Ford 
Band, lndie Rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls Lake 
Street Dive, r & b, $6 cover, 9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
APRIL 16th & 17th 
Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls: The 
Wizard of Oz, 7 30 p.m., with music 
before the movie at 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17th 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Singer, 
Songwriter and multi instrumentalist 
Heather Maloney, 8 p.m. Joined by 
Elizabeth Lorrey. Turners based 
Maloney has been traveling up and 
down the eastern seaboard in support 
of her critically acclaimed debut CD 
"Cozy Razors Edge; offering tales of 
love, self inquiry and the human experi
ence. 

An Unconventional Murder presented 
by Lady of the Lake Productions at 
Second Congregational Church, 

Greenfield. Benefit for the YMCA, 7:30 
p.m. $10, $8 seniors, $5 children. 
Tickets available at the YMCA. 

Relay for Life Concert: Six String Crush 
opening with Greg Smith. Franklin 
County native Jeff Gilbert and his 
rock band from Maine will perform in 
memory of his sister Jillian who died 
from cancer at the age of 16. All pro
ceeds will benefit Relay for Life and 
the local team: Jillian's Angels. At the 
Shea Theatre. 7 p.m. $10 kids; 12 
and under free. 

14th Annual United Way A Cappel/a 
Festival at Greenfield High School, 
7 30 p.m. Feature performances by 
four groups: the Dartmouth College 
Aires joined by the Amherst 
Zumbyes, the Smith College 
Smiffenpoofs, and the Amherst College 
Bluestockings. Tickets: adults $9 at the 
door, seniors $8, students $7. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse, on the 
common: Mother Turtle with special 
guest Ed Byrne. $8 to $15. Info (978) 
544-5557. Benefit for the Wendell Free 
Library. Unique and especially dance
worthy blend of soul, rock, acoustic and 
jazz. Come on up to Wendell for an 
evening of music, motion and delight 
Open Mic begins at 7:30. www. wendel/
fullmoon.org. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Heroes, classic rock, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, harmonic 
eclectic rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls Rockit 
Queer dance party, $3, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18th 
Community Open Sing, led by Eveline 
MacDougall (founder of Amandla 
Chorus). Songs from around our world 
celebrating life, freedom, and funl 3 
p.m. at Green Fields Market Donations 
welcome; no one turned away. All ages 
and abilities welcome - no auditions. 
Info: (413) 773-8655 or youthchorusin
fo@verizon.net. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: An Irish Session, 8 
to 10 p.m. Amanda Bernhard & 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Larry Kopp, Country & City Blues guitar 
with vocals, 8 to 10 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 

Six Strmg Crmh opening with Greg Smith 
at the Shea Theater, Turners Falls on 

Saturdqy, April 17th for a fand raising con
cert for Relqy for Ufa, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Demolition Project, Jamie 
"Goody" Goodrich, Jamie MacDonald & 
Doug Raneri. 9 p.m. $3 cover. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 23rd 
The Roots of War Speaker Series: Jo 
Comerford, How Federal Spending 
Priorities Make Us Less Secure, at 
Greenfield Community College, 
Stinchfield Lecture Hall, 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Contacts: Abbie Jenks (413) 775-1127 
or Les & Susie Patlove (413) 625-9388. 
Jo Comerford, Executive Director of the 
National Priorities Project, which pro
vides real-time data on war and nation
al defense spending and the tradeoffs 
in local social welfare, education, and 
renewable energy which result, will pro
vide evidence of how growing military 
spending is starving "Main st• servic
es. Specifically, how the costs of the 
war in Afghanistan and the occupation 
of Iraq contribute to our recession-rid
den economy and will describe what 
citizens can do to move the govern
ment toward a peace economy. 

Friday night films at the Riverside 
Green School in Gill, on Route 2, at 
dark, outside in the rear open field the 
film "UPI" will be shown. Bring chairs, 
blankets, snacks and friends! Rain date 
Saturday, April 24th. Info 863-4162. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blame It on Tina, 
Jen Spingla, Bob Rosser & Tina Horn, 
9 to 11 p.m. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
APRIL 23rd to 25th 
Arena Civic Theater presents: To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Christopher Sergei's 
beautifully crafted adaptation of Harper 
Lee's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel. 
Friday & Saturday at 8 p.m. Sunday at 
2 p.m. Continues April 30th to May 2nd. 
$13 for adults, $11 for seniors and stu
dents, and $8 for children ages 12 and 
under. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24th 
Wendell Earth Day Celebration, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on the common (or town 
hall in case of rain) will feature local 
arts, crafts, and farm goods, and infor
mation from envoronmental groups. At 
noon Kellianna will sing and there'll be 
community potluck. 

Millers River Environmental Center, 
Athol: Fascinating Frogs! 10 to 11 a.m. 
Join educator Rachel Roberts for a pro
gram focusing on the fascinating life 
cycle of frogs. Free, and geared 
towards families with young children. 
Info: roberstnnl@verizon.net. 

At the Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Earth Day Celebration. Clean-Up, 9 to 
1 p.m., then Kids' Nature Poetry Open 
Mic, 1 to 2 p.m. All ages and abilities 
welcome. We'll supply snacks and 
drinks to keep you energetic and 
hydrated. Open Mic Day for children, 
where kids can share their wildlife poet
ry with family, friends and members of 
the general community. Contact Sarah 
Doyle (413) 863-9972 or 
sarah_doyle@prodigynet. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Josh Levangie, 
., singing Johnny Cash tunes and many 

more, 9 to 11 p.m. 

ONGOING 
Gallery at Hallmark, Avenue A, 
Turners Falls. William Wegman photo

graphs, Out of the Box. On display 
through May 2nd. Gallery open Friday 
thru Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. 

Nature Photography and Oil Painting 
Exhibit by Patricia Hayes at the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls 
on display through April 30th. 

~Jlr~al~' 

Italian Shepherds Pie 
Italian Cauliflower & Parsley Soup 

Fri 16 th 6-9 pm Phil Hanington & Co. 
Local Sensation 

Sat 1, th 6- 9:SO pm .-\ Ghost Quartet 
J=, Blues & Funk 

Hour_s: Tues-_Sun 11 ;30 a.m. -9:30 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays til 10:00 p.m. 

... 
u/1 Liquor License 

Ill SPIT THI CHIii 
MONDAYS - Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3 to 6 p.m. 

THURS-Drop-in, 3 to 6 p.m. 
& Movie Night, 6 to 8 p m. 

Frte (extept some trips), open to lo,al 
teens. Some require permission slips. 

Iefo: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Tiw:d Street, 'Turners Falls, 01376 
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!vfemonal Hall n,eater 

POlH~lE PICllJRES 
Friday & Saturday 
April 16th & 17th 

TIIE WIZARD OF OZ 
Possible the best loved film of all time. Lions, 

tigers, bears . Oh Myl Judy Garland, 
Margaret HamiHon, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, 

Jack Haley. 1939.NR.Color & B&W. 101 min. 

Music 1/2 hour before he movie 
Fri. The Ambiguities - lilerale rock 

Sat., Leo T Baldwwin - real hilltown music 

$ GREENAELD 

~~~!~: 
413-774-4881 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri., April 16th to Thurs. April 22nd 
1. THE LAST SONG in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 1200 3:00 PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
2. HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 
DRAGON 3D PG in DTS sound 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
3. CLASH OF THE TITANS 3D 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 PG13 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:00 3:00 
4. THE BOUNTY HUNTERS 
DAILY 6:40 9:20 PG13 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:15 3:15 
5. HOT TUB TIME MACHINE 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 3:30 R 
6. DATE NIGHT in DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 PG13 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 
7. KICK ASS R in DTS sound 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 
FRI, SAT, SUN 12:30 3:30 

I 
I) I 
I I 
Great i 

Fine Wine Food i 
~ Friday, 4/16 9 to 11 p.m. ~ 
~ ~U\F..,.d'Band lndie Rock ~ i Saturday, 4/1 7 9 to 11 p.m. i 
~ ~ Harmonic Eclectic Rock ~ 
~ Stwday, 4/18 8 to 10 p.m. m 

Anlri,h.S&"ion Amanda Bernhard & ffl 
Jonathan Hohl Kennedy host ~ 

Thl11'8day, 4/22 8 to 10 p.m. I 
La,y Kepp Country & City Blues Guitar m 

978-544-BREW i 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road ~ 
Next to the Wendell Country Store ~ 

TIUIS. 4115 7:30 FREE 
the debut of LENNY'S LOUNGE 
Lenny Zarcone croons 50s & 60s 
V.egas Lounge meets TFMA! 

FIii. 4116 9:30 $6 
the return of Boston·s 

LAKE STREET DIVElr&b. etc.I 

SlT.4/11 $3 
Rockit Queer l the dance party I 

SIii. 4/ 18 7 pm FREE 
West County Jazz 

MIN. 4/ 19 8pm FREE 
B·I-N·G-0! Come win stuff! 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS 
THEVGO.NET 413·863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

LIEBENOW AUTO Boov 
"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
.we Accept All 

Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Straightening 
LOCAL PICK-UP 

& DELIVERY 

Mass Repair Sh~ #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELO 

Quality Worlc on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

~ Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 
70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

Abo.ft Pace 
Computer Solutions 

413.367.0025 
omputer Repair fil Custom PCs 

T Support & Consulting 
Network Installation/ Maintenance 

info@about_facecomputers.com 
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leek are holding their 
own in the garden. But 

• it's also time to plant 
the early root crops, 
which need a long sea
son, and none too soon 
to plant peas. 

I was, of course, 
overly runbitious in my 

• seed buying in the dead 
~!::!!!!:=:.!:~~ of winter when every 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK picture ofluscious edi-
bles in the seed cata

BY LESLIE BROWN logues called my nrune. Now that 
MONTAGUE CITY - The the soil has been well-watered 
recent spell of unseasonably 
wrum weather has set the yard 
abloom. 

At first, the crocuses were 
slow to strut. Then, almost 
overnight, there were daffodils 
everywhere in the yru·d ru1d in the 
woods at the yard's edge. The 
buds on the apricots opened a day 
after they apperu·ed. Next, the 
flowering quince and the blood
root. 

The soft blue spring sky is 
laced with the delicate hues of 
pale green, yellow ru1d soft red as 
the leaves begin to open on the 
bushes and trees. 

I'm grateful for the return to 
more temperate air, although it 
has brought punishing winds. 
This season is one of my 
favorites, and one of the shortest 
in New England. I don't want it 
to slip too quickly into summer. 

Frankly, I run also behind with 
my gru·dening projects. 

Tme, the lettuce and spinach 
seedlings are thriving in a raised 
bed. The tiny sprigs of onion ru1d 

and has dried so that it can be 
worked, the crurots and beets 
should go in. 

These root crops need a long 
season and friable soil which will 
allow them to grow unhindered. I 
run growing an heirloom crurot 
called Danvers Half Long. My 
soil is too heavy even when 
mixed with soil lighteners to take 
on a full length root. As it is, this 
six to eight inch carrot requires 
7 5 days of growing time until 
harvest. I also succumbed to ai1 
heirloom beet called Crosby 
Egyptiru1, which is reputed to be 
very sweet as well as early. 

Both of these crops are headed 
for a raised bed because it is filled 
with topsoil, manure and com
post, has never been tamped 
down by foot traffic, ai1d cai1 be 
defended from the rabbit with a 
low metal fence. 

Plant carrot seed no more thai1 
a quruter inch deep. I plan to set a 
full'ow of about half an inch ai1d 
then line it with a quruter inch 
sprinkling of wood ash to control 

Second grader Karissa Fleming, and her Pidure of a Trador 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

such call'ot pests as carrot weevil 
and wire w01m. If you've experi
enced a big problem with har
vesting carrots with tunneled 
flesh, you might wai1t to water 
the bed weekly with a thin solu
tion of wood ash and water. 

Beets, like onions, will grow 
in lai·ge part on the smface as 
they develop, but plai1t the seed a 
half inch deep to support good 
root development. Don't forget 
the side dressing of compost that 
enriches the soil ai1d encourages 
crop growth in so mai1y ways. 

It goes without saying that it's 
time to plant all the peas you can 
eat, because they do not do well 
in hot weather. 

In addition to the outside 
work, the time is ripe for starting 
hot weather crops like tomatoes 
and peppers inside. I love my lit
tle English greenhouse which 
constitutes planting cells, water
ing tray ru1d moisture conserving 
lid all in one. It also has a wick
ing layer of blotting paper which 
draws the moisture up to the 
planting cells without over water
ing. 

I'll be struting seven types of 
tomatoes this yeru· with a wide 
range of size, taste and color. 
Two, Brandymaster ai1d 
Celebrity, ai·e hybrids. Both sp01t 
large, meaty fruits with tradition
al tomato flavor, perfect for slic
ing or sandwiches. 

I've chosen Red Zebra and 
Pineapple because they are bi
colored ai1d thus beautiful for a 
sliced tomato platter. Both of 
these fiuits are mild, not acidic, in 

from RECYCLED pg a 
with colorful crayon-work bor
ders in the comers of the draw
ing. 

Malik Baker-Gore, a fomth 
grader, used recycled bags to 
make the body of his self por
trait, along with a cut out draw
ing of a long haired cat, to 
remember the cat he used to live 
with, nruned Sassy. His smile 
was just as broad in the self por
trait as it was in real life, as he 
posed for a photo in front of his 
work. 

Outside the school, a tired 
granddad, Dave Allen, from 
Davis Street in Tmners, rested 
on a step while waiting for his 
two grandkids, who were still 
celebrating with the other rutists 
at the Sheffield Gallery. 

"It's a good rut progrrun they 
have here," said Allen. ''The kids 
need that to express them
selves." Besides, said Allen, if 
they keep working with recycled 
materials, "There'll be a 
lot less going into the 111•■.., 
dumpsters." !!1J 

flavor. 
Rose is a large heirloom toma

to, a lovely pink one with meaty 
flesh that is quite tasty. Lastly, 
two small tomatoes: Amish Salad 
ru1d Red Alert. Both of these vari
eties are new to me. 

I'm ever in the seru·ch for the 
perfect cheny tomato. Amish 
Salad may be this. It is described 
as film, mild ai1d sweet, and 
resistant to rotting and heavy 
bearing. Red Alert was sent as a 
free trial packet. It promises 
small, juicy sweet fiuits and has 
been developed to grow well in 
containers. This should be a good 
bet for kitchen gardens and apart
ment dweller·s with limited space 
but plenty of sun. 

All tomatoes demand full sun 
for as much of the day as they can 
get, along with consistent, regular 
runom1ts of watering, protection 
from weeds and some form of 
supp01t like cages or poles. This 
crop is very season dependent. 
Last year was too wet and cool, 
so tomato plru1ts were higltly sus
ceptible to disease. I put perfectly 
healthy, vibrant plants into the 
grom1d but had 01tly a scant hru·
vest. 

Many ofus wait all winter and 
into spring for the first fresh, 
vine-ripened tomato. There's no 
other substitute. We'll all hope 
for much better this yeru·! 

My plans for sweet peppers 
include a range of colors: red, 
orai1ge, yellow, and chocolate. 
Don't be fooled; all peppers 
begin green, but if allowed to 
ripen will change to vibrant color 
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ai1d also be all the sweeter. They 
are great on the grill with other· 
vegetables ai1d can be frozen at 
the end of hruvest time for frying 
or baking come winter time. 

There's so much to be done in 
the yard. The peonies are peeking 
up through the soil ru1d the bed 
needs culling of old stalks. The 
roses ru·e leafing out, ready to 
have any dead growth trimmed. 

A word to the wise: when in 
doubt, if a rose stem is live, leave 
it. Some growth comes later·, and 
you'd hate to lose ru1y potential 
blooms come smnmertime. 

The season is too short and 
there is never enougl1 time. The 
eai'ly mornings ru·e full of bird 
song, the air is fresh, and the new 
bloom on everything draws the 
eye. When the winds drop and 
the temperatures rise, it's tempt
ing to pull out the lawn chair and 
just sit and admire it all. For spir
its dulled by winter's cold and 
gray, the spring palette is a true 
tonic. Be sure to set aside some 
time to drink it in. 

GALA from pg 1 O 
a family tradition going through 
the generations, "for the people 
ru1d by the people." The music 
ru1d the cakewalk strut, even the 
costumes all grow out of a folk 
tradition that has come down 
through the ages. 

The show plaimed for the Gala 
will offer a new program, with a 
historical view to be presented to 
the audience so they cai1 learn 
about the sti'ing band and enjoy a 
great show at the srune time. 
Innacone wants everyone in town 
to come. The show will be held in 
the audit011um at Tmners Falls 
High School at 2:30 pm. Ill~ 
on Sm1day, April 25th. (I 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

SOLAR ELECTRIC 
SOLAR HOT WATER 
SOLAR HOT AIR 

Solar PY/Thermal System REBATES and TAX CREDITS 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield • 413-772-3122 

lnfo@solarstoreofgreenfleld.com Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5 




