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Town Adminisuator 
Ana1Vzes Montague's 

Revenue and Expenses: 
Offers Budget Forecast 
To AVOID MILL.ION DOLLAR DEFICITS, 

PERSONNEL COSTS MUST BE REDUCED 

BY DAVID DEIMOLD- proceedings against the 
Town administrator owners of the fo1mer 
Frank Abbondanzio met Indeck co-generating 
with the heavy hitters of facility on the power 
Montague's budget canal. The settlement 

making ----------. with the 
process on ABBor'IDANZIO ADVISED owners of 
Thursday, 1HE TOWN 10 PARCEL A the fo1mer 
April 5th, 

$2. 7 MnlloNINDECK Indeck 
and hit plant also 
them with 

8uRPLus ON CAPrn\L 
resulted in 

a 53-page PROJECTS SPREAD OUT a gain of 
analysis OVER Six YEARS about $1 
of the 
town's revenue and 
expenditure patterns 
over the last eight years, 
with several appendices 
thrown in for good mea­
sure. The selectboard, 
the finance committee, 
and the capital improve­
ments committee 
received the report, 
which included a six­
year forecast for the 
town's revenues and 
expenditures, as they 
weighed how to spend a 
$1. 7 million balance in 
the town's overlay sur­
plus account, which 
swelled to that amount 
with the end of comt 

million to 
the town's fre.e cash 
account this year, 
through the payment of 
back taxes, Abbondan­
zio said. 

During the eight 
years between 2000 and 
2007 covered by the 
study, the town of 
Montague has been able 
to balance the budget 
through a combination 
of one-time sources of 
revenue (such as the 
Indeck settlement), 
annual infosions from 
the free cash account, 
and a shift in paying for 

see BUDGET pg 12 
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Turners Hosts Statewide 
Creative Economy Workshop 

DETMOLD PHOTO 

DAVID DETMOLD 
& CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER­
LAUCANNO 
TURNERS FALLS -
On the morning of 
April 10th, despite the 
chill in the air, the 
downtown parking 
lots were full, and 
Avenue A and adjoin­
ing streets were 
clogged with throngs 
of well-dressed folks 
with Boston accents 
juggling coffee cups 
and notebooks, parad­
ing from rutspace to 
rutspace. It wasn't an 
ruts walk in the con­
ventional sense; 
instead the visitors 
were mostly out-of­
towners who for at 
least a day made 

Town administrator Frank Abbondanzio, right, led one of ma'!Y tours around downtown Turners 
Falls on Tuesday, April 10th, sho111casing artists' studios and renovated buildings. Store owners 

along the Avenue featured artwork in their windows to coincide with the statewide creative econonry 
workshqp that brought over 100 visitors to town. 

Turners Falls an ruts destination. 
The hundred-plus pruticipants had 
descended on Turners for a 
statewide conference on the cre­
ative economy. 

It's no secret to us locals that 
over the last several years 
Montague has become the site of a 
bmgeoning, and now flourishing, 
ruts scene. Painters, sculptors, pho­
tographers, ceramicists, writers, 
musicians ru1d fiber rutists all make 
their homes or have studios in 
Mont.ague. Turners Falls 

RiverCulture, the umbrella organi­
zation that seeks to unite and push 
the town fo1ward as a place for att 
and a1tists, has increasingly focused 
on mru·keting Tmners Falls as a des­
tination for art, and on mru·keting its 
artists to the larger world. The latest 
development on this front was the 
Creative Economy Workshop held 
Tuesday at the Shea Theater. 
Entitled "How Creative is Your 
Downtown?" the workshop was 
sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Downtown Initiative (MDI); the 

Massachusetts Cultmal Council; 
and Al1istLink 

The event began with a tom of 
downtown Turners. Small groups, 
led by locals, among them 
RiverCulture coordinator Lisa 
Davol, Patricia Pmitt, chair of the 
Montague selectboard, and 
Montague town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio were guided 
around downtown, as the sun made 
a rare appearance. They ambled 
past storefronts festooned with new 

see CREATIVE pg 1 O 

NASCAR Fish: a Tour ol the Conte Fish lab 
BY STEVE WINTERS 
THE PATCH - Like knowing 
how to win a race, understru1d­
ing migrating fish is all about 
knowing the course. At the 
Silvio 0. Conte Anadromous 
Fish Reseru·ch Center in Tmners 
Falls (Conte Lab, for short), sci­
entists are studying anadromous 
fish - fish that swim up rivers 
from the sea to breed in their 
biithplaces - over the course of 
their life cycles. Dr. Alex Haro, 
fisheries biologist and a princi­
pal investigator at the Conte 
Lab, agreed to talk with me 
about the lives and journeys of 
the Connecticut River's travel­
ing fish. 

Fii·st, I asked Haro about that 
long, funny word, 'anadro-

mous' (pro­
nounced an-AD­
dra-muss). The 
word comes from 
the ancient Greek 
word anadramein, 
meanii1g, "to nm 
upward." So 
anadromous fish 
ru·e, so to speak, 
those that race up 
rivers. Shad, 
salmon, ru1d stm­
geon are the 
NASCAR drivers 
of our region's 
fish world! 

Comparisons 
to stockcar racing 
aside, the Conte 
Lab has a serious 

Sturgeon specialist B((Jd l.<jnard, Ph.D holds a mature female 
shortnose st11rgeon at the Silvio 0. Conte Fish Lab in Turners Falls. 
The shortnose sturgeon population below the Ho!Joke dam is cut off 

from their on!J breeding grounds, 111hich are located above the 
Deerfield River, along the rapids in Turners Falls. 

mission: to 
improve the 
health of anadro­
mous fish popu­
lations in the 
Connecticut 
River and its 
many tributru·ies, 
and to restore 
them to viable 
breedii1g mun­
bers. To fulfill 
their mission, sci­
entists must 
understand all 
aspects of fish 
movement 
through the 
developed and 
urbanized areas 
of New England -

especially over or ru·ound the 
many dams and other human­
made obstmctions we've placed 
along the fishes' migrato1y 
highways. The lab works with 
an impressive variety of fish: 
salmon, river heni.ng, lamprey, 
American eel, striped bass, 
smelt, sea-nm trout, and 11.ver­
ine species such as bass and 
suckers. The focus of my visit 
with Alex on this day was short­
nose sturgeon. This ancient fish, 
which hasn't changed much in 
some 60 million years, suffers 
from a human-made obstmction 
of its Connecticut River breed­
ing route: the Holyoke dam. 
Over the 160 years since the 

see FISH pg 16 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Wish Upon a Star 

Madonna 
Madonna is a six-year-old 

female sho1t hair cat in need of 
a good home. This pearly grey 
beauty ptms before you even 
get the word Hello out. She 
seems like a really happy cat. 
Apparently Madonna will get 
really devoted to one person 
and that's the only species she's 
fond of, the others you can for­
get about. Madonna is playful 
and curious but she can also be 
a bit shy and a bit independent. 
Her fo1mer home had too many 
pets so she's looking for one 
where she can be the star. 

For moreinformation on 
adopting Madonna, please con­
tact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at 413-548-
9898 or via email at lev­
erett@dpvhs.org. 

Montague 
Community 

TALENT SrKJW 
Sunday April 22 

6:30 p.m. 
Grange Hall, Montague Ctr. 

Admission for all: 
$10 adults/$5 kids 

Proceeds to benefit the Turn 
Children Education Fund c/o 

Greenfield Savings Bank 

Call 367-2483 to participate or 
email dradway@verizon.net 

11tbt :fllontagut 
1\q,orttr 

is looking to hire writers to 
cover meetings, arts, features, 

etc. Call 413-863-8666 
or write to: 

reporter@montaguema.net 

'Qt:be ;fflonta gue 
l\eporter 

Published weekly on Thursday, 
(Eve1y other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fomih 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

FAX (413) 863-3050 
reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

24 3rd Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 

will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 

error occtmed. The publishers 
reserve the tight to refuse adver­
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper 

Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 6 months 
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ERVING llBRARY NEWS 

Birdhouse Building 
The Erving Public Libra1y 

will host a birdhouse building 
workshop on Wednesday, April 
18th at 6:00 pm. 

Participants will construct 
and paint a birdhouse for their 

yard. This workshop is free and 
open to all ages, with funding 
provided by the Erving Cultural 
Council. Registration is 
required by calling the libra1y at 
423-3348. 

CARNEGIE llBRARY NEWS 

Baby Emus at Carnegie 
BY LINDA IDCKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - Baby emu 
chicks will be visiting the 
Carnegie Librruy on Friday, April 
20th at 10 a.m. Dee Dee Mru·es of 
Songline Fann in Gill will bring 

several newly hatched chicks and 
will talk about these amazing 
giant birds. 

The All About Emu program 
is free and for all ages. For more 
info1mation call: 413-863-3214. 

work Dav at Highland Park 
MILLERS FALLS - The 
Montague Parks and Recreation 
Department is organizing a 
workday at the Highland Park 
Playground on Saturday, April 
14th. Starting at 8:00 a.m., vol­
unteers will help to install new 
playground units that include a 

rock slide, skyrail climber, and a 
motorcycle spring rider. "You 
provide the muscle, we'll pro­
vide the refreshments." Extra 
tools ru·e welcome. If you are 
interested in being prut of the 
work crew, please call 863-
3216. 

New Programs at women's Resource center 
TURNERS FALLS - Two new 
programs will be staiting this 
spring at the Turners Falls 
Women's Resource Center 
(1FWRC) at 41 Third Street in 
Turners Falls. 

"Healing with the Seasons" is 
a year-long exploration of the 
seasons and how they affect us 
ru1d our health. There will be five 
sessions over the coming year, 
one in each of the seasons 
(Spring, Summer, Late Sununei~ 
Autumn and Winter). 
Workshops ru·e two homs; one 
hour inside learning about the 
season through the filter of Five 
Element Acupuncture and one 
hour outside discovering exam­
ples of what we've learned about 
the season to be photographed, 
drawn, collected or otherwise 
represented. Attendees will use 
what they've leruned to create 
their own shadow boxes or 
books of meditations on the sea­
sons. The Spring session of 

'Healing with the Seasons' will 
be held on Monday, April 30th, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Presenter 
is Kru·en Adams, Lie Ac, Dipl 
Ac, a Turners Falls Five Element 
acupuncturist. 

Eight weeks of "Guided 
Meditation" with Jeni. Higgins 
will be offered at the center start­
ing Tuesday, May 1st from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Higgins has designed 
this small group setting to help 
women achieve or enhance a 
sense of physical, mental and 
spili.tual well-being usiI1g breath­
ing, object focus, visualization, 
and music to fully relax in a safe 
ru1d supportive enviromnent. 

All programs are free to ru·ea 
women and, if needed, free 
childcru·e is provided during the 
progrruns. To sign up for these 
progrruns at the Turners Falls 
Women's Resource Center or for 
more info1mation, call Christine 
at (413) 863-2455 or email chii.s­
tine mcsm@crocker.com. 

Murph Troptn, Races 
The Montague Elks Lodge 

#2521 in Turners Falls will 
hold its annual "Murph" 
Trophy Races for adults on 
Saturday, April 21st at 7:00 pm 
at the lodge. The winner of the 
adult races will get their dues 
paid for the next year, if a 
member, or the equivalent in 
cash if a non-member. The chil­
dren's races will be held on 
Sunday, April 22nd at 1 :00 pm. 
Trophies will be given to the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners 
of the children's races. A ribbon 
will be awarded to all of the 
children who race. DJ Ryan 
will provide music and enter­
tailunent at both of the races. 

The "Murph" Trophy races 
begru1 about 12 years ago when 
Francis C. Togneri, Sr., aka, 
"Murph", a life member at the 
lodge, suggested that the lodge 
should have its own Pinewood 
Derby Races. The trnck was 
built by the membership as a 
memorial to B1i.an F. Bogusz, 
who loved the "Murph" Trophy 
races. Car kits are available in 
the lounge at the lodge for $12 
for the adults and $10 for the 
children. Make those plans now 
and get those kits made for the 
whole family. All proceeds 
benefit constmction fund for 
the new lodge. For further 
infonnation about this event 
please contact the co-chairs: 
Johi1 Peneault at 863-0207 or 
George Eme1y at 367-0382. 

SE.NI0R CENTER ACTIVITIES April 16th -April 20th 
MONTAGUE Senior Center, 
62 Fifth St., Tumers Falls, is 
open Mon. - Fri. from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. Make meal reserva­
tions a day in advance by 11 a m. 
Messages can be left on the 
machine when the center is 
closed (863-9357). Mealsite 
manager is Chris Richer. The 
center offers a hot noon meal 
weekdays to any senior. 
Transportation to the center can 
be provided. Special trip coordi­
nator is Jean Chase. Make trip 
reservations by calling 772-
6356. Payment and menu choice 
is due thi·ee weeks prior to trip. 

Monday, 16th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
11 :00 a m. Easy Aerobics 
I :00 p.m. Canasta 
Tuesday, 17th 
Hemoglobin Al C Screening 

9:30 a.m. T'ai Chi 
10:00 am. Brown Bag 
I :00 p.m. Council on Aging 
Wednesday, 18th 
10:00 am. Senior Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thm·sday, 19th 
Hemoglobin A 1 C Screening 
I :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 20th 
10:00 a m. Senior Aerobics 
11 a.m. Easy Aerobics 

ERVING Senior Center, 18 
Pleasant St., Ervingside (Old 
Center School, 1st Floor), is 
open Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a m. to 2 p.m. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
infonnation and reservations call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center direc­
tor at 413 423-3308. Lunch daily 
at 11 :30 a.m. with reservations a 
day in advance by 11 :00 a m. 
Transportation can be provided 

for meals, Thmsday shopping, 
or medical necessity by calling 
Dana Moore at 978 544-3898. 

Monday, 16th 
9:30 a.m. Exercise 
9:45 a.m. Library 
12 Noon Pitch 
Tuesday, 17th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 18th 
9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
12 Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 19th 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 p m. Shopping 

WENDELL Senior Center, 
located in the town offices on 
Wendell Depot Rd. Call Kathy 
Swaim at 978 544-2020 for info, 
schedule of events or to coordi­
nate transportation. 
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A Cute Little Kid 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH-Dolly 
Letoumeau bottle feeds Sugar Pie, 
who has been rejected by her mother. 
TI1e mother gave biith to triplets, but 
has only milk enough to feed two. 
She rejected the weakest one, now 
named Sugar Pie. When the rejected 
kid tries to smckle, the mother sniffs it 
and walks away. ''TI1e goats are being 
raised for the ethnic market," 

Letmuneau said. TI1e four does gave 
birth to six bucklings and three doel­
ii1gs. TI1ree mothers produced twins, 
and one mother gave birth to triplets. 
Letmuneau plans to keep the does for 
breeding ptuposes. Bucks are sent to 
market. Letotuneau bottle feeds 
Sugar Pie and brings her into the 
house on cold nights. 

GFMS Students of 
the Week 
Grade 7 

Samantha Caouette 

Grade 8 
Kelsey O'Brien 

Nina Dodge 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

,fJt; 
8ui,<ng ood senlt\g ,0100 boolu 

32 BRtOGE STREET, 2ND f"L.QCR 
SHELBURNE FALLS, MA 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

We've Got You Covered! 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 

For Rusty Steel, Use 

HAMMERITE 
"One Step and the rust is history" 

fsf Avenue A, fumers Fails • 863-4346 

WE DIG 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• Washed Stone, 
Assorted Sizes 

• Scmd -Title V 8t Mason 
• Red Rocle Stone - !In 

so lb bags « bulk 
• lSrick Red !ark Mulch 
• Gravel, 3• l-n/2• 3/4• 
• 'll'RG - Dense Grade 
• Loam, screened, 

unscrffned 

( 413) 773-3622 
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Ice off the Lake 
Winners Announced 

Lake Pleasant in colder weather 

BY DAVID JAMES 
LAKE PLEASANT - The 
2007 Lake Pleasant Ice-Off the 
Lake Contest is now hist01y, 
according to postmaster Joyce 
Cote. 

At 5 p.m. Monday, April 9th, 
Cote and independent witness 
Katherine Mayfield verified 
from the traditional judging spot 
in the middle of the Bridge of 
Names that a bit of ice yet 
remained, so contest winners 
were those whose dollar bill and 
luck of the draw had yielded 
them tickets dated April 10th, 
the final day of contest. Contest 
dates ranged from March 10th 
through April 10th. 

And the winners are ... 
Myryah Daehn of Millers Falls, 
granddaughter of Karla and Phil 
Bordeaux of Montague Avenue, 
contest #1, and Bob Emond of 
Massasoit Street, contest #2. 

According to Cote, the 'Lake 
Pleasant Ice-Off Grune' began 
in 1977 when Alfreda Casey 
was Lake Pleasant's postmaster, 
and has continued under Cote's 

reign, which commenced in 
1983. 

For the first few years, Cote 
said, people could pick any date 
they wanted as their best guess 
for when the ice would be off 
the lake. However, because so 
many weather-wise contestants 
were tlying to pick the same 
dates, a lotte1y style date draw­
ing was instituted and has con­
tiimed since. 

The contest has become so 
popular that last year a second 
parallel contest was started, 
hence two winners now where 
fonnerly there had been but 
one. Cote was the contest win­
ner in 1991. 

Twice - in 1981 and 2002 -
there were no winners, Cote 
said, because the ice had melted 
before the contests could get 
unde1way. 

Given that all tickets for both 
contests sold out this year with 
people still lined up and waiting 
to test their luck, perhaps a third 
contest will be in order next 
year. Time, as always, will tell. 

Psvchic Fair in lake Pleasant 
The National Spiritual 

Alliance will sponsor a 
Psychic Fair Saturday (April 
28) from 11 am. to 4 p.m. at 
Thompson Temple across 
from the post office in Lake 
Pleasant. Divination methods 
include astrology, I-Ching, 
hand reading, vibration con­
nection, and tarot cards. 

Consultation is with a medium 
of choice. Reiki healing ser­
vices will also be available. 
TNSA evolved from the New 
England Spiritualist Camp­
meeting Association formed in 
1874. Lake Pleasant is the old­
est continuously-existing 
Spiritualist center in the 
United States. 
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Montague Joins Nationwide Call to 
Action on Global warming 

MONTAGUE - At 10 am., 
Saturday April 14th, Montague 
residents concerned about the 
growing threat of global warming 
will rally for an event titled 
"Fixing Bikes to Fix the Planet," 
hosted by the Montague Grange, 
in Montague Center, for a public 
photograph and to help friends 
and neighbors prepare their bikes 
for a season of cai·bon-free navel. 
"All ai·e welcome," said event 
coordinator Chris Mason. 
Paiticipants will be photographed 
di.splaying their message: "Step It 
Up Congress! Cut Carbon 80% 
by 2050!" This photograph will 
be sent to Washington, D.C. 
along with photos from over a 
thousai1d other events across the 
countly so members of Congress 
cai1 see for themselves that their 
constituents ai·e demanding bold 
action. 

The event is pait of the Step it 
Up 2007 cainpaign, the lai·gest 
day of citizen action focusing on 
global waiming in our nation's 
history. Organizers ask that peo­
ple ( with bikes if they have one) 
show up at the Montague Grai1ge 
between 10 and 10:30 for the big 
photo-event and then invite them 
to stick arolllld for help fixing up 
their bikes for the season. Bike 
repair tools ai1d expe1tise will be 
available from 10 to 12. 

Step it Up is a nationwide 
campaign comprised of over 
1300 events in 50 states rallying 
ai·otmd the need for substantial 
ai1d rapid action on the issue of 
global warming. Events are being 
held in eve1y comer of the cotm­
tly, from Maine to Hawaii, ai1d 
Seattle to Key West. The events 
ai·e being held in major cities, 
iconic locations and small towns 
across America. Rallies have 
been organized by groups ai1d 
individuals from all walks of life 
who agree on one thing: the time 
has come for our elected officials 
to take bold and immediate steps 
to combat global waiming. 

"The grom1dswell of suppo1t 
for this effort is incredible. This is 
truly a vital grassroots move­
ment, organized mainly through 

word of mouth, email oun·each 
ainong friends, ai1d the online 
community," said Step it Up 
Orgailizer Bill McKibben. 

According to a recent series in 
the New York Ti.mes, global 
waiming's in1l)act will be most 
severe in ai·eas where the poorest 
of the world's population lives, 
those who contribute the least to 
global waiming's cause. The 
droughts and sn·onger ai1d more 
frequent stonns combined with 

rising sea levels caused by global 
waiming will dramatically affect 
the already scarce resources 
relied upon by htmdreds of mil­
lions for the basics of life. The 
organizers of Step It Up events 
see an opporttmity ai1d a respon­
sibility to ensure that solutions to 
this crisis take vulnerable popula­
tions into account. For more 
info1mation please visit the Step 
it Up campaign website: 
www.stepitup2007.org. 

Doug Brown Wins Award for 
combaninu Child Abuse 

Do11g Brown of T11T11ers Falls receives the Elim Sedlis Award from Distrid A#orney 
EliZf1btlh S chdbel at the 8th ann11al Children's Advocary Project breakfast. 

TUR.!~ERS FALLS - Doug Brown was honored at the 8th annu­
al breakfast of the Northwestern Children's Advocacy Project for 
his work in combatting child abuse. 

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month. The No1thwestem 
Children's Advocacy Project is a non-profit orgailization that 
raises funds to support the advocacy center which children come 
to who disclose abuse. 

Brown received the Ellen Sedlis Award, intended to recognize 
someone whose work on the front lines has touched the lives of 
children. The advocacy project aims to honor the unsung effo1ts 
and the sustained co1mnitlnent to help children heal, and to buld 
a world in which violence is a distant enemy. 

Last Day for Renting: April 29th. 
Inventory will go on sale 
first 3 weekends in May: 

Friday - Saturday - Sumlay 12-9 

50 Federal Street, Greenfield 413-773-1701 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

UPPER END OF WELLS 5 REET, GREENFIELD 

774-7775 
Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Vendors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

111 
Abo ♦.t Face Vei·onica Phaneuf UI - (413) 361-0025 

Computer Solutions about-face@verizon.net 

✓ PC saTes & Se1vice. 

✓ MAC Softwai·e Support 

✓ Network Support and Installation 

✓ Quickbooks Training ai1d Suppo1t 

,nr 
~ »~-

• full color offset printing 
• digital copies 
• oversize copies 
• files accepted via email 

We Si,ecialize In Impossible Deadlines! 

20 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Greenfield• 41 J-774-3500 • greenfield@copycatprintshop.com 

Northfield 
Barber Shop 

74( Main Street • Northfield 
413-498-5166 

TOGNARELLI 
HEATING & COOLING 

• Specializing in Repairing & Installation 
• Gas & Oil Systems • Radiant Heat, Gas Piping 
■ • The Gas Experts 

-
1•um1 ~M{ 

Haa,g&Cooli,g~ 413-863-2295 c:....r■1Ar-.4Dy,,flcre 

123 AYenue A, Turners Falls 

~aissance IB~iiders Stephen Greenwald 
PO Box 272 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
413/863-8316 

Fax 413/863-9712 

www.renbuild.net 
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Are We Politicians or Citizens? 
BY HOWARD ZINN 
AUBURNDALE - As I v.•rite 
this, Congress is debating timeta­
bles for withdrawal from Iraq. In 
response to the Bush 
Administration's "surge" of 
troops, and the Republicans' 
refusal to limit our occupation, 
the Democrats are behaving with 
their customary timidity, propos­
ing withdrawal, but only after a 
year, or eighteen months. And it 
seems they expect the anti-war 
movement to suppot1 them. 

That was suggested in a recent 
message from MoveOn. which 
polled its members on the 
Democrat proposal, saying that 
progressives in Congress, "like 
many of us, don't think the bill 
goes far enough, but see it as the 
first concrete step to ending the 
war." 

Ironically, and shockingly, the 
same bill appropriates $124 bil­
lion in more funds to carry on the 
war. It's as if, before the Civil 
War, abolitionists agreed to post­
pone the emancipation of the 
slaves for a year, or two years, or 
five years, and coupled this with 
an appropriation of fonds to 
enforce the Fugitive Slave Act. 

When a social movement 
adopts the comprotnises of legis­
lators, it has forgotten its role, 
which is to push and challenge 
the politicians, not to fall in 
meekly behind them. 

We who protest the war are 
not politicians. We a.re citizens. 
Whatever politicians may do, let 
them first feel the full force of 
citizens who speak for what is 

right, not for what is winnable, in 
a shamefully timorous Congress. 

Timetables for withch-awal are 
not only morally reprehensible in 
the case of a bmtal occupation 
(would you give a thug who 
invaded your house, smashed 
everything in sight, and te1rnr­
ized yotu· chilch·en a timetable for 
withch·a.wal?) but logically non­
sensical. If our troops are pre­
venting civil war, helping people, 
controlling violence, then why 
withch·aw at all? If they are in fact 
doing the opposite - provoking 
civil war, hUiting people, perpet­
uating violence - they should 
withch·a.w as quickly as ships and 
planes can cany them home. 

It is four years since the 
United States invaded Iraq with a 
ferocious bombardment, with 
"shock and awe." That is enougl1 
time to decide if the presence of 
our troops is making the lives of 
the Iraqis better or worse. The 
evidence is ove1wheltning. Since 
the invasion, lnmdreds of thou­
sands of Iraqis have died, and, 
according to the UN High 
Conunissioner for Refogees, 
about two 1nillion Iraqis have left 
the cotmtty, and an almost equal 
number are internal refogees, 
forced out of their homes, seek­
ing shelter elsewhere in the coun­
tty. 

Yes, Saddam Hussein was a 
brutal tyrnnt. But his captme and 
death have not ma.de the lives of 
Iraqis better, as the U.S. occupa­
tion has created chaos: no clean 
water, rising rates of htmger, 50 
percent unemployment, sho1t­
ages of food, electt-icity, and fuel, 
a rise in child mahmtt-ition and 
infant deaths. Has the U.S. pres­
ence ditninished violence? On 
the contrary, by January 2007 the 
number of insurgent attacks has 
increased ch·amatically to 180 a 
day. 

The response of the Bush 
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Adrninistt-ation to foUl' years 
of failure is to send more 
tt·oops. To add more troops 
matches the definition of 
fanaticism: If you find 
you're going in the wrong 
direction, redouble your 
speed. It re1ninds me of the 
physician in Europe in the 
early nineteenth century 
who decided that bloodlet­
ting would cure pneumonia. 
When that didn't work, he 
concluded that not enough 
blood had been let. 

The Congres-sional 
Democrats' proposal is to 
give more fonds to the war, 
and to set a timetable that 
will let the bloodletting go 
on for another year or more. 
It is necessaiy, they say, to 
compro1nise, and some anti­
war people have been will­
ing to go along. However, it 
is one thing to comprotnise 
when you are immediately 
given pa.rt of what you are 
demandit1g, if that can then 
be a sp1111gboard for getting 
more in the futme. That is 
the situation described in the 
recent movie The Wi.nd That 
Shakes The Barley, in 
which the Irish rebels 
against British rule ai·e 
given a comprotnise solu-
tion - to have pa.rt of Ireland free, 
as the Irish Free State. In the 
movie, Irish brother fights 
against brother over whether to 
accept this comprotnise. But at 
least the a.cceptai1ce of that com­
protnise, however shott of jus­
tice, created the Irish Free State. 
The withch·awal timetable pro­
posed by the Democrats gets 
nothing tangible, only a protnise, 
and leaves the folfillment of that 
protnise in the hands of the Bush 
Achninistration. 

There have been si1nilar 
dilemmas for the labor move­
ment. Indeed, it is a common 
0CCUITence that UlllOllS, fighting 
for a new contract, must decide 
if they will accept an offer that 
gives them only pait of what 
they have demanded. It's always 
a difficult decision, but in ahnost 
all cases, whether the compro-
1nise can be considered a victory 
or a defeat, the workers have 
been given some thing palpable, 
improving their condition to 
some degree. If they were 
offered only a protnise of some­
thing in the fotme, while contin­
uing an unbearable situation in 
the present, it would not be con­
sidered a compromise, but a sell-
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out. A muon leader who said, 
"Take this, it's the best we can 
get" (wllich is what the MoveOn 
people are saying a.bout the 
Democrats' resolution) would be 
hooted off the platfonn. 

I am reminded of the situation 
at the 1964 Democratic National 
Convention in Atlantic City, 
when the black delegation from 
Mississippi asked to be seated, to 
represent the 40 percent black 
population of that state. They 
were offered a 'comprotnise' -
two nonvoting seats. "This is the 
best we can get," some black 
leaders said. The Mississippians, 
led by Fainlie Lou Hamer ai1d 
Bob Moses, tUined it down, and 
thus held on to their figl1ting 
spit-it, which later brought them 
what they had asked for. That 
mantt-a - "the best we cai1 get" -
is a recipe for comiption. 

It is not easy, in the comipting 
atmosphere of Washington, 
D.C., to hold on fumly to the 
trnth, to resist the temptation of 
capitulation that presents itself as 
compro1nise. A few mai1a.ge to 
do so. I think ofBai·bai·a. Lee, the 
one person in the House of 
Representatives who, in the hys­
terical attnosphere of the days 

following 9/11, voted against the 
resolution authorizing Bush to 
invade Afghanistan. Today, she 
is one of the few who refose to 
fimd the Iraq War, insist on a 
prompt end to the wai·. reject the 
dishonesty of a false compro-
1nise. 

Except for the rai·e few, like 
Bai·bai·a. Lee, Maxine Waters, 
Lynn Woolsey, and John Lewis, 
our representatives ai·e politi­
cians, and will surrender their 
integrity, claitning to be "realis­
tic." 

We are not politicians, but cit­
izens. We have no office to hold 
on to, only our consciences, 
which it1sist on tellit1g the tmth. 
That, histo1y suggests, is the 
most realistic thing a citizen can 
do. 

This editorial first appeared 
in the Progressive. Reprinted 
here with permission of the 
author. Historian Howard Zinn, 
a veteran of World War II, is a 
Professor Emeritus of Political 
Science at Boston University His 
most recent book is A Power 
Governments Cannot Suppress. 
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Montague Parks and Eg(!Slravagant Thanks New England Extrusion, 

Recreation would like to throughout the paik Pa.rents also Sheffield Elementa1y PTO, 
thank the more thai1 250 chilch·en eggshibited a lot of spit-it by join- Si.tum 's Equipment, Equi 's 
and pa.rents from througl1out ing their kids it1 egg decorating, Candy Store, DJ Bobby C, and 
Franklin County who attended face painting, ai1d pictmes with Boy Scout Troop #6. We would 
our 3rd Annual Peter Cottontail's Peter Cottontail. also like to make a special thanks 
EGGstt·avaganza. The event was The EGGstravaganza would to the Easter Bmmy for setting 
held on Satmday, Aptu 7th at not have been possible without aside some tune from llis busy 
Unity Park in Turners Falls, generous suppott from Hillside schedule to be present during the 
where chilch·en were given the Plastics, Greenfield Savings festivities. 
task of finding well over 5,000 Bank, the Franklit1 County - Jon Dobosz, director 
toy and candy-filled eggs placed Rotaty Club, the Montague Elks, MPRD 
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Hospice Photographs a Testament of Hope 
BY JANE GILMAN 
TURNERS FALLS - There are 
times when seemingly unrelated 
organizations and events join 
together with haimonious out­
comes that could never be antici­
pated or predicted. In this 
instance, three local organiza­
tions, Hospice of Franklin 
County, Hallmark School of 
Photography and Franklin 
County Home Care have joined 
forces, ai1d the end result of their 
partnering illustrates the trne 
value of community cooperation. 

At Hospice of Franklin 
County, we often say hospice is 
about hope, ai1d our mission is to 
provide compassionate care to 
individuals and their families 
who are facing a life-linliting ill­
ness. Our patients will eventually 
die, yet their end-of-life jom11eys 
ai·e filled with the essence of 
hope. The way they have lived 
and how they die offer unique 
representations of who they are 
as people, and how they connect 
with their loved ones. As devel­
opment coordinator for Hospice 
of Franklin Comity I often won­
dered, "Is there a way to cleai·ly 
portray our patients' hope?" 

In the fall of 2006, I spoke to 
Andy Vechellio, newly appointed 
director of admissions at the 
Hallmark School of Photography 
in Turners Falls to explore the 
idea of a photo exhibit about hos­
pice. I hoped Hallmai·k students 
would be interested. Vechellio 
was eager to suppo1t this project; 
his wife, Jennifer, is an active 
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Hospice of Franklin County vol­
unteer. He offered to post a notice 
on the school's bulletin board. 

Hallmark student Kimberly 
Mo1ritt has a passion for photo­
graphing all aspects of the end of 
life journey. Most people in our 
society tend to deny the existence 
of deat.11 and yet, here was a 
mother of three who had her own 
mission to capture this part of 
life's journey on film. Mo1ritt is a 
remarkable woman who fol­
lowed a dream to complete her 
training at Hallmark. With the 
suppo1t of her husband Brian, she 
uprooted her fainily ai1d relocat­
ed to Greenfield, leaving behind 
her secure life in Michigan. She 
enrolled her three children in 
local schools, and moved her 
family into an apaitment. Briai1 
found work at Sandri and she 
eagerly began her studies at 
Hallmark. When she saw tl1e 
posted notice, she did not hesitate 
to contact me at hospice to 
express interest in the project. 

Center for Death Education at 
Mount Ida in Newton, MA. I 
mentioned the opportunity to 
Monitt, as the title appeared rele­
vant to her interest in photogra­
phy and the dying. She was 
entlmsiastic about the possibility 
of a com-se tliat would enhai1ce 
her skills in her chosen photo­
graphic specialty; howeve1~ the 
cost was not within her meailS. 
Given her situation, we brain­
stonned about possible grant or 
scholarship money to subsidize 
this ventlll'e. S hirlry and hospice patient Dave from Franklin County. 

Monitt noted, "I want to do a 
job that is emotionally rewai·ding 
and that I am passionate about. 
Photographing hope in patients 
and their families is a pretty awe­
some thing. My images will be 
ve1y powerful memories to the 
fainilies involved, and I feel priv­
ileged to be able to give them 
such a gift." 

Last December, I happened 
upon a com-se entitled hnages 
and Insights: Using Photography 
in Death and Grief Work, being 
offered online by the National 

Mai1y of our hospice patients 
ai1d their families have benefited 
from Franklin County Home 
Care Corporation programs ai1d 
se1vices for elders and care­
givers. Monitt's project was an 
unusual one that suppo1ted cai·e­
give1-s and elders, so she applied 
for a grant. Within a few weeks, 
FCHCC agreed to pay for 
Monitt's com-se, which she has 
recently completed. 

"FCHCC felt this was an 
opportunity to continue to collab­
orate with a community paitner 
whose clients have benefited 
from cai·egiver grants in the past. 
We knew the photos would pro­
vide a special remembrai1ce, for 
the cai·egiver, of their loved one. 
FCHCC felt this was a unique 
way to help suppo1t the cai·egiver 
during a ve1y important time with 
their family," said Laurie 
Deskavich, director of FCHCC's 
Information and Caregiver 
Resource Center. 

The patients ai1d families that 

Mcnitt has photographed have 
been touched at a very deep emo­
tional level. They recognize tl1e 
value of this pai1iculai· pe1iod in 
their life and ai·e grateful for a 
unique fonn of remembrance that 
only a picture can captme. Most 
of the patients ai1d families have 
asked for copies of the photos to 
pass on to other relatives and 
some have airnnged for oilier 
family members to join iliem for 
more group pictures. Wifuout 
exception, tile faces clearly repre­
sent hope through their commit­
ment to remain involved in tile 
natural ending of life. 

Allowing someone to take a 
picture may seem like ilie last 
thing a teffninally ill patient or 
fueir caregivers may consider. 
This is clearly not the case, as 
evidenced by tl1e response to tile 
hospice staff's offer of this 
unique oppo1tmlity. 

Today, Monitt continues to 
capture tile images of hospice 

HIGHLIGHTS Of THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Car vs. House on French King Highway 
Monday 3-28 

1 :45 p.m. Assisted with med­
ical emergency on Munn's Ferry 
Road. 

6:00 p.m. Responded to alarm 
on Green Hill Road; all OK. 

9:45 p.m. Assisted Erving 
police with alarm on Northfield 
Road. 

Tuesday 3-29 
11 :27 a.m. Responded to a 

vehicle vs. house accident on 
French King Highway; no injury. 

11 :33 a.m. Responded to a 
microwave fire at Stoughton Place. 

11:40 a.m. Assisted fire depart­
ment with brush fire and downed 
electrical wire on Main Road. 

4:38 p.m. Assisted fire depart­
ment with alarm on the Mount 

,. 

Hermon Campus. 
11 :54 p.m. Report of suspicious 

subjects at Main Road business. 
Left westbound on French King 
Highway before officer arrived on 
scene. 

Thursday 3-31 
12:56 a.m. Assisted Erving 

police with disturbance at French 
King Highway residence. 

11:21 a.m. Assisted with med­
ical emergency at Main Road resi­
dence. 

11 :40 a.m. ATV complaint on 
West Gill Road. 

Monday 4-2 
4:00 p.m. Three-car motor vehi­

cle accident at Gill lights, minor 
injury and minor damage. 

Tuesday 4-3 
12:16 a.m. Report of a motor 

vehicle rolled over onto roof on 
French King Highway near state 
boat ramp. Responded with fire 
department; unable to locate. 

2:16 p.m. Alarm sounding at 
Main Road residence; all secure. 

2:29 p.m. Report of injured ani­
mal causing traffic hazard on Main 
Road; unable to locate. 

6:57 p.m. Responded to vehicle 
stuck in field off of Main Road; sub­
ject issued citation for trespassing 
with motor vehicle. Assisted wtth 
tow truck. 

Wednesday 4-4 
12:05 a.m. Report of a vehicle 

off of the road on Main Road, pos­
sible accident; unable to locate. 

patients and fueir fainilies, guid­
ed by her imagination, vision of 
hope, and respectful presence in 
ilie homes of those patients and 
families who desire a lasting 
legacy through a photograph. 

Hospice of Franklin County, 
Halhnai·k School of Photography 
and Franklin County Home Cai·e 
connected in an unlikely but 
foritful paitne1-ship that exempli­
fies the comnritment our nu-al 
towns hold for community. 
Working together with a gener­
ous spirit, as our agencies ai1d 
individuals have in this project, 
reveals the lasting benefit of 
working togefuer for the greater 
good of all. 

A wine and beer tasting 
fimdraiser to support Hospice of 
Franklin County will be held at 
the Pushkin Gallery, 4 Federal 
Street, Greenfield, on Thursday, 
April 19th, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, ca11 413-774-
2753. 

9:53 p.m. Report of suspicious 
subjects at French King Highway 
business. Checked on same; all 
OK. 

charged with minor in possession 
of alcohol, unlicensed operation of 
motor vehicle, and open container 
of alcohol. 

Charged with possession of mari­
juana and carrying a dangerous 
weapon. 

Monday 4-9 
1 :30 p.m. Report of a woman in 

labor on French King Highway. 
Cancelled on route; subject found 
at Erving police station. 

COUNTRY JEWELERAW B. RUBIN & SONS INC. Summer Camps 
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all children ages 3-15 ey Traditional and Contemporary Jewelry 
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tall Larry: 
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- • ~ Struts• Tune-ups• Brakes• Oil Change 
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. ♦ 413-863-2236 
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i1 
Camp Apex (now with a heated pool) 

Sports Camps (two per week) 
Gymnastics Camps (air-conditioned comfort) 
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Summer PreSchool and Specialty Camps 

www.ymcamgreenf1eld.org • 773-3646 
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The Eaglets Have Hatched 
BY PAT CARLISLE 
GREAT FALLS - Eagle 
chicks have arrived! Our nest 
in Barton Cove is busy. 

chicks begin to walk arom1d 
the nest on feet that appear 
too big. When they an-ive at 
the upper edge to view their 

The eaglets of Barton Cove bask in a pool of 
sunlight on Wednesday afternoon, April 11th. 

world, we 
wonder what 
they think or 
feel. 

Unfortunate­
ly, just at this 
exc1tmg time, 
our live eagle 
camera has 
developed 
problems. 

T h e 
reception is 
sporadic; the 
7:00 a.m. 
picture has 

The first eaglet an-ived on 
Good Friday, April 6th; the 
second baby appeared 
Monday afternoon, April 9th. 
The gentle care both parents 
take with feeding and 
protection is wonderful to 
watch. 

been good and 
occasional afternoon viewing 
has been possible. 

We marvel at the rapid 
growth and agility as the 

The many pa1tners of the 
eagle camera project plan to 
VlSlt the island when 
possible, in late fall or early 
winter, after the chicks have 
fledged, to assess and 
hopefully make repairs to the 
camera. 

MCTV Schedule 
Channel 17: April 13th -19th 

Barton Cove Eagles: 9:00 am Montague Update: #36 
7A-8A (Daily); 1P-530P TBD 6:30 pm KidzArt #1 
(Friday, Saturday, Tuesday); 10:00 am Coffee House 7:00 Montague Select 
1230P-530P (Sunday, Series: Montague Board (Live) 
Wednesday, Thursday); Community Band 9:00 pm GMRSD (4/10/07) 
130P-530P (Monday) 11:30 am Sheffield Play: 

"Dancing Princess· Wednesday, April 18 
Friday, April 13 6:00 pm Montague Update: 8:00 am GED Connection 
8:00 am Over The Falls: Josh Goldman #36 
Robert Strong Woodward 7 00 pm Over The Falls: 8:30 am Kidz Art #1 
9:00 am Montague Select Kim Gross Hughes 9:00 am GMRSD (4/10/07) 
Board 4/9/07 8:00 pm Discovery Center: 12:00 pm Velocity 
11:00 am Coffee House Raptor Show with Tom 6:30 pm NASA Destination 
Series: Pat & Tex Richardi Tomorrow #17 
Lamountain, Russ Thomas, 9:30 pm Coffee House 7:00 pm GED Connection# 
Joe Graveline Series: Katie Clarke Band 37 
6:00 pm Nasa Destination 11 :30 pm Rev. Carlos 7:30 pm The Well Being 
Tomorrow #17 Anderson: "A House "Prevention of Injuries in 
6:30 pm Kidz Art #1 Divided" Children" 
7:00 pm GMRSD meeting 8:30 pm Discovery Center: 
4/10/07 Monday, April 16 "Humming Birds" 
10:00 pm Velocity 8 00 am Montague Update: 10:00 pm Rev. Carlos 

Josh Goldman Anderson: "Shalom· 
Saturday, April 14 9:00 am Over The Falls: 
8:00 am NASA Destination Kim Gross Hughes Thursday, April 19 
Tomorrow #17 10:00am Discovery Center: 8:00 am NASA Destination 
8:30 am Kidz Art #1 Raptor Show with Tom Tomorrow #17 
9:00 am GMRSD meeting Richardi 8:30 am GED Connection# 
4/10/07 11:30 am Coffee House 37 
12:00 Velocity Series: Katie Clarke Band 9:00 am The Well Being: 
6:30 pm The Well Being: 6 30 pm Montague Update: "Prevention of Injuries in 
"Prevention of Injuries in TBD Children" 
Children" 7:00 pm Montague Select 10:00 am Discovery Center: 
7:30 pm Montague Update: Board (4/9/07) "Humming Birds" 
TBD 9 00 pm Velocity 11 :30 am Rev. Carlos 
8:30 pm Coffee House 9:30 pm Coffee House Anderson: "Shalom· 
Series: Montague Series: Michael Nix 6:00 pm Over The Falls: 
Community Band 11:00 pm Montague Music Kim Gross Hughes 
10:00 pm Sheffield Play: Train 7:00 pm Montague Select 
"Dancing Princess Board 4/16/07 (dvd) 
11 :00 pm Montague Music Tuesday, April 17 9:00 pm Discovery Center: 
Train 8 00 am Montague Update: Raptor Show with Tom 

TBD Richardi 
Sunday, April 15 8 30 am Velocity 10:00 pm Farmers Markel: 
8:00 am The Well Being: 9:00 am Coffee House Tom Carroll 
"Prevention of Injuries in Series: Michael Nix 11:00 pm Memories Of 
Children" 6 00 pm GED Connection Montague Machine 

GREENFIELD IMPORTED CAR SALES ~ 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner ~ 

--Auor. vw . VOLVO. ·sMw-· 
Large selection of diesel and all-wheel drive vehicles 

Locally Owned for 27 Years 
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Water Skiers Seek Support 
Petitions are being circulated 

opposing the Barton Cove 
water ski course that has been in 
existence since 1978. The 
course has always been open to 
the public, and the Franklin 
Coilllty Water Ski Club is only a 
group of locals that spend their 
time and money maintaining 
and skiing the comse. The 
eagles an1ved in Batton Cove 
in the 1980s, well after the 
water ski course had been in use 
for years, and they have 
remained nesting there ever 
since. Most people that have 
recreated in Batton Cove have 
probably seen the ski buoys in 
the past, and did not realize they 
were actually pa1t of a slalom 
course. 

About four years ago, a 
house sold next to the boat 
ramp adjacent to Batton Cove. 
Since then, the new owner has 

complained about the 
fishermen, the planes going 
over his house from the Tmners 
Falls Airpott, the duck hunters, 
the ice fishennen, and the water 
skiers. This resident has also 
stmng buoys across an inlet by 
the access, which blocks 
anyone from using this public 
water. Ironically, these buoys 
have no DEP license. Now he 
has statted a petition to tty and 
ban water skiing from Batton 
Cove. 

Our application is being 
sought because in the last four 
years, the course has been 
repeatedly vandalized and now 
needs major improvements. We 
already possess a pennit from 
the Anny Corps of Engineers, 
and First Light Generation has 
graciously signed off on our 
DEP application. The issue at 
hand is this. Does the public 

want the DEP to put more 
restt·1ct10ns on recreational 
activities on the Connecticut 
River? It may be a water ski 
course today, but it could be jet 
skis, or boat engine size limits 
tomonow. I encourage people 
to wi1te or call Tony Zaharias, 
DEP Watetways, 436 Dwight 
Street, Springfield, MA, 01103, 
413 755-2147, Anthony.Zaha­
rias@state.ma.us, in favor of 
leaving things the way they 
have been for thirty years, and 
not to be persuaded to sign a 
petition sponsored by a private 
property owner looking to 
control what happens in our 
cove. I would also encourage 
the town of Gill to hold a public 
meeting to discuss the possible 
impact of the DEP's decision. 

- Greg Snedeker 
Riverside 

Health Board Shuts Down Bakerv 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
MONTAGUE CENTER -
Gina McNeely, the town's 
health agent, received a 
complaint about Hunting Hills 
in Montague Center operating 
a bakery without a pennit last 
week. She inspected the Route 
63 facility, and ordered the 
bakety shut down until such 
time as the owner takes out a 

permit to operate a bakery ($75 
annually) and a permit to 
operate a food establishment 
($175 annually), and conects 
observed conditions. McNeely 
said, "Hunting Hills has 
certainly operated a nice 
kitchen in the past." 

A phone message to 
Hunting Hills seeking 
comment was not rehuned at 

press time. 
McNeely said inspections 

by her depa1tment is largely 
complaint driven. She 
encouraged people to call the 
board of health at 863-3200, 
ext. 205 "if they have any 
questions about what they see 
in a food establishment in 
town." 

Mm to oner Montague candidates Free Air Time 
As a public service for the 

town of Montague, MCTV 
Chatmel 17, is providing any 
candidate running for election 
in May the oppo1tunity to 
produce a ten minute video 
explaining their positions. 

These tapes will then be 
broadcast many times prior to 
the election. We encourage all 
candidates to participate. 

All videos must be 
completed by May 4th. Please 
call the station as soon as 

possible to schedule a time for 
your taping. Ask for Dean or 
Robin. ( 413) 863-9200 

Visit MCTV, Monday thru 
Friday 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. MCTV is 
always looking for producers 
and vohmteers. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTAGUE POUGE lOG 
Operating Under the Influence 

Thursday 4-5 
5:20 p.m. Rep01t of a two­

vehicle accident on Avenue A 
at 3rd Street. No injuries 
repo1ted. 

11:10 p.m. Repo11 of a 
disturbance at a 5th Street 
address. Found to be an 
argument over a parking space. 

Friday 4-6 
7:11 p.m. Repo1t of a 

possibly sick raccoon at a 
Notth Leverett Road address. 
Officer responded. 

9:30 p.m. Repo1t 
disorderly conduct at 
Stt·eet address. 

anested and chai·ged 

of 
a K 

illegal possession of a class D 
dtug, possession to distribute a 
class D dtug, and possession to 
distribute with in 1000 feet of a 

school zone. 
11 :45 p.m. After a motor 

vehicle stop at Cumberland 
on Montague City 

was ai1·ested and 
charged with operating tmder 
the influence of liquor (2nd 
offense), a number plate 
violation, and a marked lai1es 
violation. 

"lour #1 Source For Subarus!" 
Serving the community since 1978 

------- of the Largest Selections of •· n Pre-Loved Subaru's 
•J in New England" 
A RA • 1995's up to 2006's 

FREE DELIVERY! ~'fJH( 
CIC 

~liiiii§==SALES==~~,,. On-Site Financing Available 

www.flintsgaragesales.com 
(Min. $15.00) 

863-8988 • 51 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS 
990 South :'.\lain Street • Athol, ::\IA 

978-249-9038 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

From Pet Peeves to Patio Seatin~ 
BY JOANNA FRANKEL 

The strut of Monday's 
selectboru·d meeting addressed a 
sticky (and stinky) sihiation. 
Montague City resident Brian 
Costa came fonvru·d to request 
regulations and fines to force dog 
owners to clean up after their 
pooches. He complained that 
people ru·e increasingly leaving 
their dogs' waste on the street, on 
sidewalks, and in area parks, 
leaving others to feel like they're 
"walking around landmines." 
Costa told the boru·d members 
present (Al Ross was absent) that 
regulations cru1ying hefty fines 
might make a dent in the amount 
of poop left behind by ru·ea dog 
owners. He argued, "A$100 fine 
would make people think twice" 
about leaving "presents" behind 
for someone else to cleru1 up or 
step in. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio suggested that the 
board of health may be the best 
people to set regulations ru·ound 
the responsibilities of pet owners 
to cleru1 up after their animals. hl 

response to the idea of setting 
fines, Abbondanzio responded 
that town meeting would be the 
body to establish fines and 
amounts. He added that, "Pooper 
scooper bylaws typically have 
trouble passing." 

So for now, keep checking 
your shoes, folks! 

Next, Denise DiPaolo, owner 
of Ristorante DiPaolo on Avenue 
A in Tuners Falls, came before 
the selectboard for advice on her 
expansion plans for the 
restaurant. DiPaolo, 
accompanied by David Jensen, 
town building inspector, 
described her long-te1m goal of a 
three season room for additional 
seating. As she explained, the 
restaurant's liquor license covers 
this space, but there ru·e some 
water and drainage issues she 
needs to clear up before 
constmction on an addition can 
begin. 

In the meantime, while 
attempting to resolve the larger 
drainage issues, DiPaolo plans to 
create a temporruy patio with 

fencing for outdoor dining. The 
outdoor seating space she is 
envisioning would also include a 
few small tables on the sidewalk 
out front where people waiting to 
be seated could congregate. Pat 
Allen, selectboard member, 
assured DiPaolo that, "It seems 
like a great idea and we ought to 
be able to find a way to make it 
work." 

Last on DiPaolo's agenda was 
a proposal for the constmction of 
fencing around her restaurant's 
dumpster ru1d that of neighboring 
Power Town Apruiments. These 
dumpsters, in the back of the 
building, would be enclosed with 
a pennanent strncture. Pat Allen 
made a motion to endorse this 
request and DiPaolo was granted 
approval for cleaning up the 
dumpster ru·ea. 

The selectboru·d's final visitor 
for the evening was Deb Radway, 
a member of the safety building 
complex committee, who was 
present to repo1t on the cmTent 
stah1s of the new police and 
safety building complex. Radway 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Water Dispute in Farley 
BY KEVIN FOLEY - The 
selectboard and the boru·d of 
health held a joint meeting on 
Monday April, 9th to discuss 
potential regulation changes to 
tl1e water supply for residents of 
Maple Avenue in Farley. The 
Farley Water Association, 
which is made up of residents of 
the six houses that share joint 
use of a nearby well that will be 
affected by the regulations, was 
present at the meeting. At one 
point a member of the 
association became so angered 
by the proceedings that he 
stormed out of town hall. 

Traces of E-coli and other 
bacteria were found in the well 
water in tests four years ago, 
according to administrative 
assistant Tom Sha1p. Those tests 
prompted healtl1 agents to 
request more tests to ensure tlta.t 
the quality of the water supply 
was improving. Deborah 
Palmer, a health agent hired by 
the board of health, said she has 
not received tl1e results of those 
tests in a timely fashion. 

"We haven't gotten one test 
without a hearing or a cmut case 
about it," said Pahner. "If we 
had gotten quaiterly tests we 
wouldn't even be here ... This 

has been going on for two or 
three yeru·s and it took these 
regulations to get to this point." 

The Eiving board of health 
and the Farley Water 
Association have appeared in 
comt in the past. The case was 
not presented to a judge, but 
rather hru1dled by a mediator 
who tried to reconcile the two 
groups' problems. Another 
comt appearance will take place 
on April 27tli. 

The residents of Maple 
Avenue are left ·with limited 
options for how to improve 
their water supply. Some of the 
residents presented an idea that 
included each house installing 
UV disinfection to purify the 
water on the way to tlieir houses 
from the well. Palmer said this 
idea wouldn't be sufficient, 
because the source of the water 
has to be up to standards, not 
just the water entering the 
homes. 

Another option was for each 
residence to have a private well. 
Jeff Dubay, selectboard 
member, sees an obvious 
problem with this method. "To 
these people, it's their homes. 
Not everybody has an extra 
$5,000 or $10,000 to install a 

Locally owqed since 1941 

well." 
According to DEP 

regulations, any water supply 
that could potentially provide 
for more than 25 people is 
considered a public water 
supply. and therefore must 
adhere to DEP regulations that 
define testing procedlu·es and 
require a Certified Water 
Operator to oversee the 
maintenance of tlie water 
supply. The board of health will 
hire someone to detennine how 
many bedrooms ru·e in each 
house according to the Title 5 
definition of a bedroom. If the 
number ofbedrooms shows that 
more tl1an 25 people can live in 
the six houses, tl1e water supply 
will be considered public. 

Andy Tessier, chainnan of 
the selectboru·d, questioned why 
the Title 5 regulation is being 
applied in this instance. "It's my 
impression that (the board of 
health) is reclassifying because 
you know these houses won't fit 
Title 5 regulations." 

The Maple Avenue residents 
were presented with a number 
of dates on which the nmnber of 
bedrooms in their homes could 
be determined. Some of the 
residents felt certain dates were 

described the recent work of the 
committee, now meeting eve1y 
Thursday evening at the Turners 
Falls fire station. They have been 
meeting with architect Brian 
Humes and have designed a 
building that would double the 
size of the existing fire station. 
The connnittee has also been 
hard at work drafting an 
agreement to detennine how 
space and maintenance costs 
would be shared between the 
town and the fire district 
pmdential connnittee. 

On April 12th, the collllllittee 
will tackle issues of budgeting 
and costs. As Radway explained, 
"It's not going to be a cheap 
project and I think it's incumbent 
upon us to investigate and 
exhaust every source of funding 
outside of taxation." To this end, 
Radway and others ru·e loo.king 
into alternative resources such as 
"green" grants, n1ral 
development money, homeland 
security funds, and other means 
of financing the new building. 

Before retiring into executive 

inconvenient. 
Tessier isn't a suppo1ter of 

the DEP regulations. "I 
lmderstand public safety, but I 
also lmderstand cotrunon sense. 
Outside of I - 495, (the DEP) 
regulations don't make sense." 

If the homes don't end up 
being bound to DEP 
regulations, the board of healtli 
has detennined a set of 
regulations that the houses will 
have to comply witl1. Tessier 
believes these need to be 
claimed. "Do you need to test 
nitrates four times a year? I 
don't think you do." 

Near the meeting's end, 
Palmer stressed the impo1tance 
of improving the water supply. 
She said tl1e town would be 
liable if anyone were to get sick 
as a result of drinking the water. 
"I don't know why the town 
would risk someone getting 
sick," she said. 

The board of health's Mike 
Gralenski expressed his desire 
to reconcile the problem. "We 
want to work with these folks in 
Fru·ley. We want to make this 
better." 

After the joint meeting 
ended, the selectboru·d called 
their meeting to order. The first 
topic of conversation was the 
167 acres of conse1vation land 
tlie town has agreed to purchase 
for $800,000 from the Giniusz 
family. The town called 
numerous smveyors for 

llfTALANO 

session, Abbondanzio reported 
on a number of items. A date has 
been set for a special town 
meeting to discuss opening 
district elementa1y schools in 
Gill and Montague to intra­
district choice, along with a few 
budget items, on May 3rd at 7 
p.m. at Tmners Falls High 
School. In the good news section, 
the Franklin County Solid Waste 
Management District .noted 
Montague had the second highest 
rate of recycling in the county, an 
increase in the town's standing 
from last year. Also, a resolution 
passed unanimously among 
selectboard members to support 
the service of National Guard and 
Rese1ves members, and to hold 
their jobs secure during any 
periods of se1vice. Lastly, the 
resignation of Jane Gilinan from 
the streetscape connnittee passed 
with sadness (on Gilman's part 
and that of the selectboru·d). 

The next meeting of the 
Montague selectboru·d will take 
place Tuesday, April 17th at 7:00 
p m. in the Montague tovm hall. 

estimates of the cost to smvey 
the land. The lowest bid came 
from Dan Weme1~ from Cokain, 
for $12,700. The town will 
contact Werner ru1d offer him 
the job at that price. 

The tln·ee-person collllllittee 
that was responsible for 
assessing the state of tl1e Usher 
Mill complex completed their 
study and presented it to tl1e 
selectboard. "It basically says 
that the buildings ru·e honibly 
unsafe ru1d in awful condition," 
said Sharp. "It gives the 
building inspector the 
runmunition he needs to force 
the owners of the buildings to 
do something about them." 

ShfilJ> said that children often 
enter the Usher Milt which is 
extremely unsafe. The 
minimum action he expects to 
be taken is a fence being put up 
ru·ound the prope1ty. The plant is 
owned by a group of people 
who are related to Monis 
Housen, the CEO of the Elving 
Paper Mill. 

Water bills were mailed out 
to Erving residents on 
Wednesday, April 11th. 
Residents who did not receive a 
bill should conta.ct tO\vn hall. A 
total of$42,182 was charged to 
residents in the bills. 

The selectboard will not meet 
on Monday, April 16th because 
of the Patriot's Day holiday. 
They will meet again on 
Monday, April 23rd at 7 :00 p m. 

cfokwK§~ 
(4ll) 854-7569 
C..NI-OUfS MIO ff,~JUtrnai • s..ow ,,,_,,,., 

Full service Market 
Fresh Fish from the Boston Market 

70 Allen Street Beer & Wine 413-773-1100 
Greenfield, MA FAX 413·773-1105 

56 4TH STREET• TURNERS FALLS, MASS. 01376 

Jean Donovan, CRS, ABR 
BROKER 

OFFICE (413) 863-4393 
HOME (413) 367-9970 

FAX (413) 863-4949 

We help you sort through or haul away unwanted stuff in your 

attic. basement, garage, bam. yard, or entire estate. Removal 

cl just about anything! FREE estimates. 
Reusable goods are donated to those in need. 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

First Meeting in New Digs 
BY JOSH HEINEMANN - The 
Wendell selectboard held its 
April 4th meeting in one of the 
front rooms of the new town 
office building. The USDA has 
certified the building as substan­
tially complete, meaning offi­
cials can move in, business can 
be conducted, and the rented 
office trailers that have served 
for interim town offices for the 
last year can be picked up and 
can-ied away at the rental compa­
ny's convenience. There is still a 
plmch list of details to be com­
pleted, and exte11or work to be 
completed as weather pe1mits. 

Selectboard chair Ted Lewis 
brought molasses cookies. 

Board member Dan Keller 
said the main hall echoes, with 
the hard walls, and said town 
treasmer Carolyn Manley has 
suggested a decor committee to 
soften the walls and maybe hang 
some old pictmes of town on 
them. A tack board similar to the 
one in the back of the selectboard 
office might soften the echoes, 
and se1ve as a posting place. 

Kate Nolan met the board to 
find out how to begin work on 
the community garden proposed 
for the back of the town office 
lot. Keller said the area had been 
a tmck garden and had about an 

acre of good deep fe1tile 
soil with a southern expo­
sme; he and his son Caleb 
transplanted raspberries 
from the front of the prop­
erty before constmction 
began, and marked them 
to be protected, but he has 
not dared to look at them 
since. They are next to a 
large pile of topsoil. He PHOTO: JOSH HEINEMANN 

what is already there, 
and then pounding it 
down. That was done 
elsewhere in the new 
building, but that repair 
resulted in a tear that had 
to be glued together. 

said, "Any energy is wel­
come," and that an 
explorato1y committee as 
suggested by Nolan might be a 
good start. She was made chair 
of an exploratory c01mnittee, and 
can be reached before 8:30 in the 
evening at 978-544-2306. Nolan 
said she will be wi-iting an article 
to create a community garden 
committee for the wan-ant of the 
annual tovm meeting. 

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich working at her new 
desk in the new town office building. 

Some building com-
1nittee members wanted 
to reject the whole floor­
ing job, but the owner of 
the flooring company 
said he would fight that 
in court. In negotiation, 

he offered a $16,000 credit on a 
$22,000 contract, agreed to 
replace a section of the hall floor­
ing, and to increase the extra 
mate11al given to the town to 
10% of the floor area. Keller said 
some of the problems ai·e not in 
the floo110g, but in the concrete 
below. Lewis said, "Well, well, 
well." He said we bougl1t a new 
building ai1d what we ai·e getting 
is second hand. 

Lev.ris wants as many people 
as possible to use the space. 

Town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich asked for some cla11fica­
tion on the use of the new build­
ing's meeting room. Keller said it 
definitely should be available for 
boards and committees, but 
selectboard member Chl-istine 
Heard suggested that people sign 
up to use the space. Lewis want­
ed to avoid a free-for-all, and 
thought it would be needed offi-

cially as the town government is 
forced to grow larger; he wanted 
to allow no food or di-inks there. 
(At least half the people in the 
selectboard office had brought a 
bottle of dimking water.) Heard 
said there is a difference between 
a meeting offe11ng refreshments 
and someone b110ging a cup of 
coffee or a snack into a meeting. 

Town clerk Anna Hartjens 
wants to move voting from the 
town hall to the meeting room, 
and to store voting desks in the 
closets, but neither the room nor 
the closets can be locked. Aldi-ich 
said the new office building is 
ce1tified accessible, but the town 
hall ramp is not considered 
accessible by standards created 
since it was built. 

TI1ree windows do not move, 
but Pella is corning to replace or 
repair them. 

tank overfills, but it is designed 
to be emptied automatically, and 
overfilling should not occur. The 
town hall tight tank is a thing of 
the past. 

Keller said the building com­
tnittee had a strong interest in a 
high speed internet connection; a 
Tl line from Verizon connected 
to the libraiy and the town office 
building would cost from $500 
to $700 a month, expensive, but 
if that cost is cairied by several 
departments it may be wo1th it. 
Aldrich considers a high speed 
connection a luxury for her 
work, but towi1 accountant Janet 
Swem considers it a necessity. 

Michael Idoine met the board 
and said the finance c01mnittee 
agreed with all the articles on the 
special town meeting warrant. 
He said that Jim Slavas and Jai1et 
Swem had developed a finance 
spreadsheet that would allow 
them to transfer figures directly 
to the information sheet given 
out at the aimual to\\'11 meeting. 

Montague Plains Field Walk 
Keller said there might be 

gray areas for allowable use of 
the meeting room, like a citizen 
or town board member wanting 
to sit down and check thl·ough a 
law book. 

The libraiy floor is ai10ther 
problem. Only the subfloor has 
been installed in a section of the 
libraiy, not the hai·dwood floor as 
earlier repo1ted. TI1e hardwood 
floo110g has been delivered, but 
the wood was full of holes, 
cracks, dead knots, bark, and 
cmves from the outside of the 
tree. Libra11an Rose Heidkamp, 
Stephen Broll, and a rotating 
crew of volunteers worked 
Tuesday to cut out the defects so 
that the floor installation crew 
could begin work installing the 
floor on Wednesday. After being 
confronted by Heidkamp, the 
f1001111g compai1y representative 
agreed to make up the difference. 

Ma11anne Sundell, chair of 
the open space c01mnittee, came 
to the meeting to request a budg­
et for the committee. The budget 
now is zero, but that leaves no 
allowance for photocopies, or 
conferences that members 
attend. She thought $300 would 
suffice, though plamung board 
chair Deirdi·e Cabral suggested 
$500. The selectboard told 
Sundell to sub1nit a line item into 
the waiTai1t for the aimual toWll 
meeting. 

Speaker Tim Simmons from 
Mass Wildlife's Natural 
Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program will lead a 
field walk through the 
Montague Plains on Tuesday, 
Apil 24th, from 6:30-8:30 pm. 
for ages 10 and older. 

The pitch pine - scmb oak 
plant communities fOlmd in the 
Montague Plains are among the 
rarest~ critically imperiled habi­
tats in the United States. 
Without fire, these plant com­
mmuties may be taken over by 
more common trees like white 
pine and red maple. The last 
large baffens complex remain­
ing in the Connecticut Valley, 

the Plains are fascinating eco­
logically, geologically and his­
to11cally. Several organizations 
including Mass Natural 
Heritage, the University of 
Massachusetts and Ha1vard 
Forest are conducting research 
on the 1,500 acre Wildlife 
Management Area purchased by 
the Mass Division of Fishe11es 
and Wildlife in 1998. Come 
explore this special natural area. 
and learn how you can affect its 
current and foture conservation 
status. Directions to meeting 
site shared upon registration. 

Pre-register by calling 800-
859-2960. The fee: $5 donation 
appreciated. 

Lewis said, "If we allow one 
person to use the room, we have 
to allow them all." He pointed 
out that the libraiy will also have 
a meeting room. 

Aldi-ich suggested that the 
select.board decide on use on a 
case by case basis, as they do 
now with the town hall. 

Then came, "Our favo11te pait 
of the meeting," the building 
update. Aldi-ich said that a bubble 
in the hall floo11ng has growi1 
huge. Keller said that workers 
from the floo110g company will 
come and push that dowi1, by 
injecting more glue to soften 

Handford Constrnction has 
put a fom1h project manager, 
Wtlliain Schuler, on the job. 

TI1e toWll septic system has 
been connected and is working, 
and will not need ai1 operator 
because it is essentially an 
advai1ced household system. A 
loud alaim in the new office 
building will sound if the dosing 

An email from representative 
Steve Kulik said he or a member 
of his staff would be at the Swift 
River School to hear from con­
stituents on Thursday April 26th 
from 3:15 to 4:15 in the after­
noon. Selectboard member Dan 
Keller brought up the di·op in 
PILOT ( state Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes) money for Wendell. 
Overall state payments increased 
in 2007, but tl1e amOlmt eai·­
marked for Wendell has 
decreased from $250,000 in the 
1980's to around $80,000 tlus 
yeai·. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Dr. Lisa Nicotera,DC, RN 
Debbie Charbonneau, CCH, LMT 

296 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
413-863-0088 

• Medical Massage 
• Chiropractic Care 
• Non-Surgical Treatment 

for Herniated Discs 
• Colon Hydrotherapy 

cal/ for an appointment 

Geri Johnson 
~CRB,CRS, GRT 

Seniors 
Real Estate 

Support 
Gen Jo~nson & Assonates 

REALTORS 

66 French King Highway 
Gill, MA 01376 
(413) 863-9736 
Fax(413)863-9739 {it 

~ider 
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Gary W. Crider 
Licensed Electrician 

Quality Work at a Reasonable Rate. 

Industrial 
Commercial 
Residential 

9 Railroad Station Rd. 
Northfield 

413-498-4419 

ftft~ Wanted: 
~,: Antique Clocks of 

=-----all kinds. 
One clock or entire collection 

Also wanted: 
Antique pocketwatches and tools 

Will pay cash. Will travel. 
Bob Pacy 781-438-8489 
88 Washington Street. Stoneham, MA 02180 cell: 508-633-2552 
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Fire in Wendell Depot Elks Moving Ahead 
on Plans tor New 

lodge and Pavilion 
arolllld the little 

• rise that our deck 
BY PAMELA LESTER 

MILLERS FALLS - The 
Montague Elks Lodge #2521 
has recently awarded a con­
tract to architect Joseph P. 
Mattei of Joseph P. Mattei & 
Associates, A.IA. from 
Shelbume to design tlle plans 
for tlie new lodge and pavilion. 
An architect with 25 years 
experience in the area, Mattei's 
business byline is Architecture 
Promotes Community, which 
nicely compliments tl1e 
Montague Elks' 1nission. 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
When the call came in after 
midnight I knew I was in for a 
long morning. A lot of people 
were. The dispatcher said, 
"Respond to Depot Road for a 
fully involved stmcture fire." 
Just getting out of the house is 
a deal, waking from a deep 
sleep, finding clothing, grab­
bing boots, car keys, and not 
forgetting a station key in case 
I am the first person there. (Not 
much chance of that.) When I 
anived at the station, Chief 
Everett Ricketts was leaving in 
the new pumper, and Deputy 
Chief Bob Bowers was leaving 
in Engine 2. Everett told me to 
follow in the tank truck, which 
I did. I think we all knew that 
the fire was not on Depot Road, 
but the two houses that had 
been condemned by housing 
comt in Wendell Depot. I could 
see the orange glow over the 
buildings when I was half a 
mile away. 

All that is le.ft of the two vacant houses that burned in Wendell Depot last week. 

gun was on, and 
flowing to the 
left. Bob knew 
the shallowest 
patll that led to 
tlle back, so we 
were only in 
water halfway up 
our calves. Later, 
when a crew 
came to relieve 
us, they were too 
far away for me 
to call to them, 
and they waded 
almost up to their 
knees. I hoped 
that water did not 
go over the tops 
of their boots. 

The Montague order of 
Elks remains committed to the 
mission statement of tlle 
Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks of the United 
States of America "to serve tlie 
people and commuruttes 
through benevolent programs, 
demonstrating that Elks Care 
and Elks Share." 

When I anived at the scene, 
I was blinded by the rotating 
and flashing lights of the fire 
trucks from seven towns 
already there. I could not see 
what to do and I stopped a 
1ninute. A firefighter told me to 
wait until the truck ahead of me 
had emptied its water into a 
dump tank, and then I should 
back in and empty my tank. So 
I did that. 

Another firefighter told me I 
should refill at a hydrant that 
was already set up with hoses 
and connections at the Orange 
sewage treatment plant, so 
when our tank was empty, Bob 
joined me and we went there. 

There was nothing there. 
Bob said, "Nothing here, lets go 
back," and we turned arolllld at 
the treatment plant gate and 
retm11ed to the fire scene. An 
empty tank truck is no use, so I 
left it across the tracks and out 
of the way, and I followed Bob 
back towards the fire. 

Someone radioed dispatch 
and had them stop train traffic. 
A pumper, I think from Turners 
Falls, had backed under the 

Route 2 bridge and was setting 
up to draft from the Millers 
River. A four-inch supply line, 
still empty, was laid from there 
to another pumper that was 
supplying the fighting lines, 
and while it was still empty I 
joined another firefighter and 
we moved it across to the west 
side of Depot Road. Then I 
returned to the fire. 

The buildings still looked 
like buildings, but flames were 
coming out all the windows 
that had not been boarded up, 
and they were well over the 
rooftops. It looked like there 
were three crews each manning 
a 2½" hose and nozzle. You can 
tell a 2½" line from a distance, 
because in order to hold it you 
have to run a loop of hose and 
sit on it. Usually two or more 
people are there to hold it. The 
pressure is enough to make it 
hard to move the nozzle, so you 
just pick a good spot and put 
water on it. 

One person was standing 
alone with a l½" line putting 
water into the upstairs gable 
end window. There should be 
two to do that job, so I fell in 
behind him to take some pres­
sure off, so he could aim the 
hose with less effort. It was 
Bob on the line, from our 
Engine #1, and we put water 
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into the window until our tank 
was empty. It did not seem to 
make any difference. None of 
the water seemed to make any 
difference, except to create a 
mist over the fire. Through the 
window I watched blue flames 
racing up between the rafters. 

The water supply stopped 
for a sho11 time, and then the 
supply line from the river 
arrived, and all the 2½" hose 
came back to life. Bob and I 
took the deck gun off our tmck, 
and the anchor, and set it up on 
a little rise connected to two 
2½" lines and we joined the 
others pouring water onto the 
frre. 

The Orange ladder tmck had 
its ladder extended, with a 
mounted nozzle at the top so it 
could pour water down on the 
fire from above. When that 
began to add its flow, we began 
to gain on the fire. 
Occasionally, the wind shifted 
and all I could see was white 
mist lit by the floodlights from 
our Engine #1. 

We were relieved, and I sat 
in the warm cab of our truck 
and dozed. Then I went with 
Bob to relieve a crew at the 
back of the house. We had to 
cross two streams of water, one 
in front flowing to the right 
towards Depot Road, the next 

When the fire 
was knocked down, and we 
were shutting lines down, I 
went with an Orange firefighter 
to refill our tanker, and we 
found the proper hydrant on 
Sheridan Street, not at the treat­
ment plant. I helped roll some 
hoses, and Everett let me go 
early so I would not be late dri­
ving my school bus. I got home 
with so much extra time I could 
take a quick shower and drink 
half a cup of coffee. 

Seven towns, Orange, 
Erving, Ervingside, New 
Salem, Northfield, Shutesbury, 
and Turners Falls responded to 
the fire with a total of 30 to 35 
firefighters. Montague stood 
by at the Wendell station with 
four firefighters. 

The two buildings in 
Wendell Depot were ordered 
vacated by the housing court 
on December 1st, 2006 due to 
code violations; the tenants 
were provided with new hous­
ing at the landlord's expense. 
The buildings have been empty 
and boarded up since Janua1y. 
Arson is not proven, and evi­
dence is largely destroyed, but 
there has been no electricity in 
the buildings. The fire started 
in the back of the smaller 
building. 

In tlie fall of 2006, the 
Montague lodge purchased 
nearly 11 acres on Millers 
Falls Road, where tlie new 
lodge and pavilion will be con­
strncted. The building commit­
tee is Cllffently working wit11 
Mattei to complete plans for 
tlie pavilion. If tlle member­
ship approves, tlie construction 
of tlie pavilion could strut as 
early as tlris summer, as a first 
phase in constmction to allow 
tlie memberslrip and tlie public 
to use the land for events and 
fonctions. The membership 
has plans to erect a new lodge 
to better serve its needs for 
catering, fonctions, tlie mem­
bers lounge, meeting halls, 
safety and accessibility. 

Fundraising effo11s have 
begun to fond tlie costs of 
erecting a new lodge. All con­
tributions are greatly appreci­
ated. Checks can be made 
payable to: Montague Elks 
Lodge #2521, attention, 
Donald Traceski, Capital 
Fundraising Campaign, P. 0. 
Box 231, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. For further infonna­
tion: Pamela Lester at (413) 
863-4125. 

Matthew Edwards , 
Owner • Climber 
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CREATIVE 
continued from pg 1 

a1t installations, toured the stu­
dios of sculptor Tim de 
Christopher and artist Jack 
Nelson, checked out the perfor­
mance space in the rear of 
Suzee's Third Street 
Laundromat, ogled the pho­
tographs at the Hallmark 
Museum, got a glimpse of 
Ristorante DiPaulo, and visited 
the Discovery Center. The visi­
tors soaked in the sights; ques­
tions kept coming and coming. 

Ambling by the renovated 
Cutlery Block, a woman from 
Rockport wondered, "Does 
Tumers have a lot of a1tists?" A 
woman from Ayer, by now an 
authority on the local demo­
graphics, replied, "For a town 
this size." The Rockport woman 
mused, "There must be some­
thing promoting it, bringing 
artists like [ de Christopher] 
here." 

Two men from Eastem Mass 
discussed the town's not so dis­
tant past, as they approached the 
renovated Colle Block, fo1mer 
home to the Renaissance 
Community's rock n' roll 
recording studio. Refening to 
the 70's conumme, one said to 
the other, "They used to 11111 this 
town. They had their own bus 
company." 

As they passed the last sur­
viving mural from the hippies' 
glory days and approached the 
comer where a world class pho­
tography museum recently set 
up shop, it was evident that a 
different kind of renaissance 
had taken hold of this old mill 
town. "I have Turners envy," 
was how one gentleman from 
the Eastern pait of the state put 
it. 

As if on cue, students from 
the Sheffield School came 
parading down the Avenue, 
accompanied by the Turners 
Falls marching band, celebrat­
ing Ea1th Week on the way to 
the pristine natural history 
museum now occupying the for­
mer machine shop of the 
Montague Paper Company. 

Back at the renovated per­
f01ming aits center, the 1927 
vaudeville-era Shea Theater, 
Pmitt kicked off the conference 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Sculptor Tim de Christopher introduces conference participants to one of his latest 111orks: The Shackled Angel in his 
studio at the former Chick's Garage. De Christopher, who worked as a journryman at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in NYC said stone carving ran in the Jami!, genes. His grandfather worked on the Bryn Atf!Jn Cathedral in 

Penn.rylvania. A Cathedral Project m~ be in the works for Turners Falls, if De Christopher's plans come true. 

with a welcome to the scores of 
out of towners and locals in the 
audience. She noted that a 
regional incinerator had been 
planned for the site where the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center 
now stands, until town adtninis­
trator Abbondanzio had the 
vision to save and renovate the 
old mill buildings there, and she 
recalled that town leaders once 
called for the Colle to be demol­
ished for a pai·king lot, until 
Abbondanzio and others pushed 
for the renovation of tl1at comer 
block, now fully tenanted ai1d 
spilling over to the alleyway 
behind. "It takes a long time to 
bring this kind of change 
about," Pruitt said. "We've been 
at it at least 20 years here in 
Turners Falls." 

Like tl1e daffodils pushing up 
along the brick walkways 
against the late wint1y weather, 
Pmitt credited the artist conunu­
n.ity growing up in downtown 
for bringing new vitality. "We 
have moved beyond renovating 
buildings to bringing life to the 
town. Turners is more than an 
address where you live and 
receive mail. It has become a 
community where things are 
going on. The next time you are 
here, it will look different tl1an it 
does today. It will continue to 

Call 

change and evolve." 
Emmy Hahn, from the 

Massachusetts Department of 
Housing and Collllnunity 
Development's Downtown 
Initiative spoke next. "I had 
been heai'ing tl1e buzz about 'the 
creative economy,"' said Hahn. 
"But when I came to Turners 
Falls, suddenly the creative 
economy was real. I was blown 
away. We went into tlle build­
ings, saw how a professor from 
Hallmark had renovated a 
galle1y space, and set up that 
huge Polaroid camera there. We 
went into a pet gravestone 
workshop, and found the artist's 
studio space upstairs. We went 
into a laundromat, and fmmd a 
perfonnance space in the back, 
and the poet who lived upstairs 
investing in more real estate. It 
was alive. I thought, 'We've got 
to get back here and show peo­
ple about how they did this.'" 

Regai·ding that poet above 
the lalmdt·omat. Meri Jenkins, 
who directs the John and 
Abigail Adams Alts Program 
for tl1e Mass Cultural Council, 
the prima1y funder of the 
Turners Falls RiverCulture pro­
gram, had tllis sto1y to tell. She 
met the poet in question, Chris 
Janke, at a conference in 
Western Massachusetts four 

years ago, and sat by him at 
hmch. He introduced himself to 
her. 

"'I'm a poet,' he said. 
'"Oh, are you?' 
"'Yes, I am. I tllink I've final­

ly llit on a way of making an 
income.' 

"'Oh, you have?' 
"Tm going to buy a laundt·o­

tnat.' 
"'Oh, you are? Do you have 

one in mind?' 
"'Yes, I'm going to buy a 

laundromat in Turners Falls.' 
"I thought, 'He's completely 

batty,' and left it at that." 
In 2005, fonner Montague 

town planner Robin Sherman 
met Jenkins at a Downtown and 
Village Centers conference in 
the eastern part of the state. 
"'You've got to come to Turners 
Falls and see what we're doing 
in downtown, see the artists 
who've dt'ifted in to find a place 
to work."' 

Jenkins did, and tomed 
downtown with Sherman. 
'"Wait, we've got one last place 
to go. A lmmdt·omat. With a per­
fo1mance space out back."' 

Jenkins, who speaks with a 
proper British accent, must have 
felt like she was stepping back 
into a scene from My Beautiful 
Laundrette. "Out of the mists of 
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time I said, 'I don't believe it. 
Poetry Slams in the back 
room?' Chris opens the door. 
'It's you!' 

'"Yes, it's me!' 
'"What are you doing?' 
'"I've been living off quar-

ters for the last three yeai·s. "' 
The creative economy. Call it 

coincidence or call it fate, some­
thing has brought together a 
nexus of municipal support, 
entreprenem'ial talent, and the 
extra push that comes from a 
well-placed infusion of grant 
funds, which Jenkins and the 
John and Abigail Adams Alts 
Program were uniquely posi­
tioned to deliver. The result, for 
conference attendees from Ayer 
to New Bedford, is a growing 
outbreak of Turners Envy. 

Jenkins said her program, 
applying state funds to encour­
age a1ts based economic devel­
opment in 28 towns and cities 
across the state, was unique 
when it began a few years ago, 
but is now being copied by other 
states. She noted that 
Massachusetts, through the 
Mass Cultural Council, ah'eady 
maintains "the lai·gest decentral­
ized funding prograin for the 
arts in the United States." 

She said 40 1nillion people 
attend cultural events, perfor­
mances and cultural institutions 
in Massachusetts, and 30% of 
tllese come from out of state. 
The arts are a multi-billion 
industty in the state; interest in 
cultural activities is on tl1e rise, 
and tourism is the third largest 
industty in the state, poised to 
become the top econonlic dt·iver 
by 2010, Jenkins said. 

She said an emphasis on a1ts 
and culture can change a com­
mmlity 's self-image, as it 
chai1ges outsiders' perceptions 
of a place. "Reputations about 
c01mmmities hang on much 
longer than they are deserved. 
We have a responsibility to re­
describe our collllmulities," fos­
tering pdde in the process. 

Later, Jenkins posed some 
tough questions about some of 
the side effects of the ve1y 
process her agency was encour­
aging. "Does downtown devel­
opment come at the expense of 
neighborhoods?" she asked. 

see CREATIVE pg 11 
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"Can subsidized housing for 
a1tists be justified? What is the 
threat of gentrification? Where 
will creative people live once 
they've been used to raise the 
status of a place, and what is the 
responsibility of local govern­
ment to them?" 

Jenkins told her audience, 
"You need to be rooted in the 
cultlll'al resomces of yom com­
munity, and I don't mean the­
aters. I mean people, places, 
nature, industry and histo1y: the 
essence of a place tied to its nat­
ural resources. Revisiting the 
past allows a place to reveal its 
intrinsic nature, retrieved for us 
by aitists, who allow us to deep­
en our understanding of the 
place we live." 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

DETMOLD PHOTO 

old mills often requires 
less work, time and 
money than creating 
fancier condo units. 
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nity's economic ills, and should 
be seen only as one aspect of an 
economic development strategy. 
She pointed to the fully tenanted 
Turners Falls industrial park as 
another long-tenn development 
strategy the town has pursued, 
alongside its effo1ts at downtown 
revitalization. 

Joe Thompson, director of 
MassMoCA, which has redevel­
oped half of a 28-building, 
700,000-squai·e-foot mill com­
plex in No1thAdains, the fo1mer 
home of the Sprague Electric 
Company, into one of the three 
top destinations for viewers of 
modem a1t in Alnerica since it 
opened in 1999, said 
MassMoCA was an economic 
di·iver for Nortl1 Adains. 
"Downtown storefront occupan­
cy increased from 30% to 78% 
in the last ten years," Thompson 
said. He pointed to 600 new jobs 
created in No1th AdalllS during 
tl1at time, a di·op in unemploy­
ment from 18% to 6% over the 
same period, and $14 - $21 mil­
lion in new business spending. 

Greg Jen.kins, of the 
Somerville Alts Union, offered a 
look at the variety of initiatives 
his two ai1d half paid staff mem­
bers have been able to pull 
together to revitalize Union 
Square, in that most densely 
populated city in the 
Co1mnonwealth. Attacking the 
problems of urban blight, traffic, 
and constant business turnover 
with ai1 am1y of fa1mers ai1d 
craft markets, ethnic market 
tours ( constantly sold out), a 
series of citizen produced events 
and concerts, ai1d a 
Marshmallow Fluff cooking 
contest witl1 burlesque dancers 
in fluffy headgeai· 
(Marshmallow Fluff was invent­
ed in Somerville), Jen.kins - no 
relation to Meri - said Arts 
Union has been able to tum 
Union Squai·e into a destination 
point for city dwellers and 
tourists alike. He showed slides 
of a dai1ce party held in the 
Braziliai1 neighborhood. 
Organizers there took a different 
approach from the typical block 
paity, holding the dance beneath 
the elevated McGrath Highway, 
evicting the pigeons for one 
night, and reclaiming a huge 
unused swath of collllllunity real 
estate. 

Graceful stainless steel work l!J Turners Falls sculptor Joseph Landry appeared 
in the storefront 1vindo1v of the AV House for five dqys and then vanished, 

leaving the downt01vn hungeringfor more of his work. 

Following 
Schupbach, fo1mer 
Montague town plai1-
ner Robin Shennan, 
now a graduate student 
at Harvai·d's Kennedy 
School of Govern­
ment, reviewed the 
long journey Turners 
has ta.ken from the 
early '80s, with the first 
streetscape projects, to 
the '90s rehabilitation 
of the Shea Theater ai1d 
the Cutle1y Block, and 
more recently the Colle 
Opera House. She 
noted, as well, that the 
reconciliation ceremo­
ny with the 
Narragansett Indian 
Tribe in 2004 truly 
inaugurated a new era 
in Turners, putting the 
grim past behind, mak­
ing way for the futme. 
She said the 
RiverCulture project 
was inspired by the 
hard work and creativi­
ty of individual aitists, 
such as photographer 
AI·iel Jones, who spon­
sored a dog parade; 

However, not every co1mnu­
nity arts project has $35 million 
in state funding to back it, like 
MassMoCA. Clyde Barrow 
from the Center for Policy 
Allalysis at UMass Da1tmouth 
encouraged conference paitici­
pants with his analysis of the 
economic benefits of smaller arts 
projects to downtowns, using 
New Bedford's AHA! program 
as a case in point. After several 
yeai·s of surveying businesses 
and consumers about the impacts 
of this Thursday evening pro­
gram, Ba1rnw fmmd that every 
dollar of state spending on the 
dm,vntown ruts initiative in that 
city created $13 dollars in eco­
nomic activity downtown. 

In order to enhance Union 
Square, Jenkins has employed 
a1tists to design benches, trash 
baiTels and kiosks. The costs ai·e 

up to 200% more than "generic 
benches from Canada," for 
exainple, but the money is put 
back into the local economy, 
resulting in distinctive, one-of-a­
.kind, functional urbai1 art. For 
example, the aitist who contract­
ed to produce copper benches 
may have ta.ken a loss after the 
cost of copper skyrocketed, and 
the Alts Union may have had to 
spring for 18" concrete footers 
beneath the copper benches to 
prevent them from being stolen, 
but the finished product is a real 
stai1dout. 

Jason Schupbach, director of 
AltistLink, a new collaborative 
effo1t to create a dynamic envi­
rolllllent for Massachusetts 
aitists said his organization is 
taking a leadership role on artist 
space by providing individual 
aitists, developers ai1d munici­
palities with tai·geted infonna­
tion and technical assistai1ce, and 

by advocating for relevant policy 
changes at the state level. 
Schupbach told the crowd of 
recent achievements in Lowell, 
Boston and Worcester, then went 
to enumerate how AltistLink is 
ready to benefit anybody in any 
town in Massachusetts who is 
interested in creating an ruts-ori­
ented collllllunity. Among the 
programs AitistLin.k sponsors 
ai·e Altist Space Initiatives. This 
prograin helps individuals and 
towns with predevelopment 
assistance, legal advice, financ­
ing models, and a list of "green" 
builders and architects who will 
work for discounted rents. Of 
paiticular interest to the paitici­
pants was a list of design guide­
lines for aitist space. Alnong tl1e 
points Schupbach made was that 
aitists need open and simple 
floor space with decent light. He 
noted that to carve these spaces 
out of existing buildings such as 

Jack Nelson and Eileen Dowd, 
who organized studio tours, ai1d 
sculptor Tim de Christopher, 
who transfom1ed garages into 
working showcases for sculp­
ture. She also gave a nod to 
Janke, whose laundromat has 
offered an annual fashion show 
featuring clothing and acces­
sories by local designers, using 
material from the laundiy's lost 
ai1d fmmd. But she said ruts­
based economic development 
was not a pai1acea for a commu-
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BUDGET 
continued from pg 1 
capital expenses - like new vehi­
cles for the police and DPW 
departments - from tax levy rev­
enue to the stabilization fund. 
Abbondanzio noted that not once 
in the 25-year histo1y of 
Proposition 2½ have Montague 
voters approved a tax oven'ide, 
although a number of debt exclu­
sion oven-ides have passed to 
ftmd specific capital projects like 
the renovations to the high school 
and middle school and the com­
bined sewer overflow project. 
The town manager said it is dan­
gerous for the town to con-
tinue balancing operat­
ing budgets on one­
time sources of rev­
enue, because they 
will not be there in 
succeeding years to 
ftmd the increased 
operating costs, and ·with 
voters tlmling down 
attempts to build a pe1manent 
property tax hike into the base, 
the possibility for dsing deficits 
looms - unless cuts in spending 
can be made or new sources of 
revenue fotmd. According to 
Abbondanzio's rep01t, the town's 
property tax levy has grown from 
$7,038,946 to $10,148,258 since 
2000, a rate of growth of 
$376,755 - or 4.6% - per year. In 
addition to the regular annual 
increase of2½ percent of the levy 
allowed under Proposition 2½, 
these figures include new growth 
from residential constmction 
(averaging $70,731 per year, but 
flattening out in the last two years 
as the housing market has 
slmnped) and commercial and 
indust11al expansion, amotmting 
to an average of just under 
$100,000 a year. The town 
administi-a.tor credited the town's 
economic development policies, 
paiticularly the liberal use of tax 
increment financing (TIF) - to 
rewai·d businesses for locating, 
expanding and creating new jobs 
in town - for the steady growth in 
revenues for the indust11al sector. 
Some of this new gro,vth will not 
be calculable in the town's rev­
enue stream tmtil the TIF agree­
ments expire, Abbondanzio said. 

Dwmg the same pe110d of 
time, the town of Montague a11d 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
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Espresso • Cappuccino • Lattes 
• Great coffee, pastries, 

and breakfast served all day. 
• Deli sand111iches and wraps 

are available for lunch. 
• Weekend pancake breakfasts -

4 cakes, $4 

School Dist11ct have received lev­
els of state aid that have "fluctuat­
ed wildly," according to 
Abbondanzio. In 2003-04, the 
town lost 27.9% of its state aid, 
which has only rettm1ed to pre­
recession levels in the cturent fis­
cal year. State aid to the dis111ct 
schools declined by nearly 
$400,000 at the same time. The 
GMRSD laid off 22 teachers and 
staff in 2003. 

The town was able to keep 
growth in spending ·within the 
limits dictated by Proposition 2½ 
since 2000. To quote from the 
town administrator's stt1dy, 
''Dtumg the pei'iod from FY 2000 

to FY 2007, the town 
operating budget (less 

sewer and educa­
tional assessments) 
increased by a total 
of $933,364, or 
17.8%. This is an 

average annual 
increase of 2.5%." But 

despite the layoffs in 2003, 
the schools were less able to con­
ti·ol spending. "Dtumg the same 
pedod, spending on total educa­
tional assessments increased by 
$3,949,289, or 99.1% This is a 
12.4% increase per year," a figure 
that includes the voter approved 
debt exclusion for the middle and 
high school renovations. Minus 
the debt, the annual growth in 
GMRSD assessments dtumg the 
pedod of the smdy was 6.35%. 
Put another way, Montague's 
spending for the GMRSD schools 
grew 2½ times faster than spend­
ing for the town side of the bud­
get, since 2000. 

Since the state recession of 
2003, and the resulting layoffs in 
the schools, an accelerating exo­
dus of Montague srudent.s to 
schools in other dist11cts a11d to 
chaitei· schools has resulted in a 
growing gap between what the 
state reimburses the GMRSD for 
srudents choicing in a11d what it 
deducts in state aid for stt1dents 
leaving the dist11ct. That gap has 
grown to $576,679 in '07, from 
$94,093 in '04. 

"The schools do not get the 
growth in state aid they need to 
cover their costs," said 
Abbondanzio. "But they are 
penalized for school choice and 
chaitei· ttution. That process has 
gotten worse in the last four 
yeai·s. In 2008, whatever state aid 
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they receive, the schools will lose 
$1.3 million off the top," for 
sending smdents on school choice 
and chatter school ttution. 

Other than state aid, which has 
been inconsistent, and prope1ty 
taxes, which have been held to 
2½ percent growth, the other 
main source of annual revenue 
the town relies on comes from 
local receipts, such as excise 
taxes and ti·ash stickers. 
Abbondanzio desc11bed this cate­
go1y, which made up about 8.5% 
of town revenue last year, as 
"essentially flat." He said the 
town was conside1111g a 50 cent 
increase in trash sticker fees, 
(stikcers now cost $2.50) to gen­
erate an additional $40,000 in 
revenue, to help cover costs asso­
ciated with ti·ash pickup and curb­
side recycling. 

Sewer user fees increased 
from $1,332748 in '02 to 
$1,516,315 in '07. Abbondanzio 
called sewei· usei· fees a "t111e 
ente1p1-ise ftmd" in that most of 
the costs associated with numing 
the sewer system are paid for by 
the users of that system through 
the user fees. But he noted that 
"inflow a11d infiltration," ground­
water leaking into sewer pipes or 
non-metered water flowing into 
the system from sump ptunps and 
drain spouts, illllounts to more 
that1 40% of the water ente1111g 
the treatment pla11ts in Montague 
City and Eivingside. The cost of 
ti·eating inflow and infilti·ation is 
bom by prope1ty tax payers, and 
averages $200,000 annually. 
Abbondanzio said the town was 
seeking ways to reduce inflow 
and infilti-a.tion to town sewei·s. 

h1 its attempt to reduce pei·son­
nel costs drumg the state budget 
cns1s four yeai·s ago, 
Abbondatizio said town hall and 
depaitmental staff had been 
reduced from about 80 einploy­
ees to about 72 employees. For 
example, he said the percentage 
of town spending on the DPW 
has declined from 31 % to 25% 
dwmg the srudy peifod, lai·gely 
due to cuts in staffing. 

Despite these cutbacks, the 
spiraling cost of health insw-a.nce 
and retirement benefits "was 
tmquestionably the biggest bud­
get buster in the town's budget 
dtumg the study pedod." Growth 
in health instu·a11ce at 8.3% a yeai· 
accotmted for 42% of the overall 

increase in the town's operating 
budget since 2000. Employee 
benefits now constirnte 28.1 % of 
the town budget. 

These same factors are even 
more pronotmced in the growth 
the school budget. Abondanzio 
said personnel salades a11d bene­
fits were the main di'iver of the 
steady increases in school assess­
ments, since 85% to 90% of the 
school budget is pegged to per­
sonnel costs. "With 6% increases 
a year," for step increases and 
cost of living raises for school 
einployees, "that nmnber is grow­
ing ve1y fast," Abbondanzio said. 

Debt se1vice, which declined 
as a pei·centage of the town bud­
get from 12.1 % in 2000 to 5.6% 
of the budget in '07 is due to rue 
again next yeai·, when a $1.3 mil­
lion long tenn bond for a number 
of sewer projects (not including 
the present $5. 7 million CSO 
abatement project), town hall 
accessibility iniprovements, and 
the $250,000 bond for sidewalk 
repair begins to be added to the 
town's aimual debt se1vice, to the 
ttme of $95,000. The CSO work 
will begin to be added to the debt 
se1vice in '09, Abbondatizio said. 

Looking at the total picture of 
revenues and expendittrres, and 
the fact that many town depart­
ments are now reduced to a 1 or 2 
person staff and cannot be cut ftu·­
ther, and that mandates placed on 
the school system combined with 
the impact of school choice make 
further personnel cuts in the 
schools a risky 
proposition, 
Abbonda112io said, 
"We're in all llllSUS­

tainable siruation 
down the road, with­
out changes at the 
state level." He said if 
the town and schools 
took no ftuther cost 
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from the Indeck settlement over 
the cow-se of the next six yeai-s. 
Abbondanzio said the Indeck 
money should be spent only on 
capital projects, such as new 
police cnusers or DPW vehicles, 
or other items that have at least a 
five-yeai· life expectancy, rather 
than spending the money to bal­
a11ce the operating budget direct­
ly, and thereby throwing the fol­
lowing year's opera.ting budget 
ftuther out of line. Abbondat12io 
noted that the town used to ftmd 
capital projects prima11ly from 
taxation, but dtumg the comse of 
the study pe110d had ttm1ed to 
ftmding 85% of them out of stabi­
lization. 

In order to follow best prac­
tices for stabilization fonds, 
Abbondanzio said the town 
should atte1npt to btrild the ftmd 
up to 5% of the operating budget, 
and dip into it only for real need. 
This would improve the town's 
bond rating, and reduce the cost 
of bo1rnwing for capital projects, 
he said. 

The town administi·ator's fore­
casts called for reducing person­
nel costs in the schools a11d town 
depa1tments by holding down 
cost of living raises (now at 3% 
for the town, coupled with 2% 
step increases; together those 
costs ai·e closer to 6% for the 
schools) and by hying to join the 
state insmance pool (Group 
Insurance Commission), if the 
legislature allows towns to do so. 
GIC rates are 11sing at about half 

the rate of the town's 
ctm·ent health insur­
ance policy, 
Abbondanzio said. 

Even with these 
cost conti·ol mea­
smes, only the most 
optimistic projec­
tions of state aid 
would allow the 

control measures, town to avoid 
and state aid , «fie.. ~c, :_ deficits by the end of 
remained flat, the JACK couGHUN LLUSTRAT10Ns the six-yeai· forecast 
town would be nm- pe110d, he said. 
ning "$3 million deficits by 2013, Pointing to the 2½ percent 
which is huge." growth in town spending over the 

Hoping to avoid this, last eight yeai·s, Abbondanzio 
Abbondanzio projected three dif- said, "This is not a case of out of 
ferent scenaifos of revenue ai1d control budgets. We're no differ­
expendittues for the next six ent than a11y other town. There is 
years, a11d called for the carefol a st111crural deficit beyond the 
parceling out of the $2.7 million town's control that needs 
sluplus created in the free cash to be addi·essed by the t~I 
and the assessors overlay account state." II_ 

New Hours, 
Wireless 
Internet 

Patrick Smith 
HIC #134741 

Montague, MA 01351 LIEBENOW AUTO BODY 
Insured 

$ EASTERN 
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"WE DO THE COMPLETE JOB" 

•Insurance Collision Repairs 
•We Accept All 

Mass Repair Shop #1839 

774-4420 
163 WELLS STREET 

GREENFIELD M-F 6-2 
Sat. 7-2 
Sun. 8-2 

/nfraredOuality Assurance Guaranteed 

Insurance Companies 
•Auto Glass Replacements 
•Shop Rental Car 
•Frame & Unibody 

Quality Work on All Makes & Models 
Towing & Rental Cars Arranged 

Straightening 

111 Avenue A, Turners Faffs, MA 01376 / (413) 863-2000 / Zach Fellows-Owner 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 LOCAL PICK-UP 

& DELIVERY ~ ' . 

Acipressure Massa9e & 
H!J.Pnother~!J 

Janet Masucci 
413-863-8694 

Natiomtllv C:enified in Thern .uLicMassa e Since 1993 

64 French King Highway, Gill, MA 01376 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

r::-"'I"'.~ ..... 
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 

Full Day PreSchool 
Sign up now for Summer and '07-08! 

• Quality Staff 
• Beautiful Classrooms 
• Exciting Curriculum 
• Kindergarten Readiness 

PLUS: Weekly swim 
and gymnastics 

lessons and daily P.E. 

www.ymcamgreenf1eld.org • 773-3646 
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TO THE PUBLIC HEAlTH 

Food-borne Illness: Part II of a Two-part Series 
BY JOAN PAJAK 

MONTAGUE - Most food­
bome illness is caused by the 
transmission of disease causing 
agents (pathogens) such as bac­
teria, viruses, and parasites in 
the food we eat. This article will 
concentrate on how food gets 
contaminated, and what we can 
do to prevent contacting food­
bome illness. 

Food can become contami­
nated during production. For 
example, some types of 
Sahnonella can infe-ct a hen's 
ovary, so the contents of a nor­
mal looking egg can become 
contaminated with this common 

bacteria before the shell is 
fonned. Oysters and other filter­
feeding shellfish that strain 
microscopic organisms 
(microbes) from the sea over 
many months are pa1ticularly 
likely to be contaminated if 
there are any pathogens in the 
seawater. Raw foods of animal 
origin are the most likely to be 
contaminated; that is, raw meat 
and poultry, raw eggs, unpas­
teurized milk, and raw shellfish. 
Foods that mingle the products 
of many individual animals, 
such as ground beef, are partic­
ularly hazardous because a 
pathogen present in any one of 
the animals may contaminate 
the whole batch. A single ham­
burger may contain meat from 
hundreds of animals. A single 
restaurant omelet may contain 
eggs from hundreds of chickens. 
A glass of raw milk may contain 
milk from hundreds of cows. 
Fresh frnits and vegetables can 
be also contaminated if they are 
washed or irrigated with water 

that is contaminated with ani­
mal manure or human sewage. 
Unpasteurized fruit JUice, 
including cider, can be contami­
nated if there are pathogens in 
or on the fruit used to make it. 

Food can also become conta-
1ninated during preparation and 
handling. In the kitchen, 
microbes can be transfened 
from one food to another food 
by using the same knife, cutting 
board or other utensil to prepare 
both without washing the sm­
face or utensil in-between. Even 
a food that is fully cooked can 
become re-contaminated if it 
touches other raw foods or drip­
pings from raw foods that con­
tain pathogens. Shigella bacte­
ria, Hepatitis A virus, and 
No1walk virus are a few exam­
ples of pathogens that can easily 
be introduced into food by the 
unwashed hands of a food han­
dler who has the infection. 

Many bacteria need to multi­
ply to a large number before 
enough are present in food to 
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cause illness. One bacterium 
that reproduces by dividing 
itself eve1y half hom can pro­
duce 17 million progeny in 12 
hours. So. even lightly contam­
inated food left out on the 
counter overnight can become 
highly infectious by the next 
day. Refrigeration or freezing 
prevents most bacteria from 
growing, but it doesn't necessar­
ily kill them. Microbes are 
killed by heat. If food is heated 
to an internal temperature above 
l 60oF for even a few seconds it 
is sufficient to kill most bacte­
ria, parasites, and vimses. A few 
precautions can reduce the risk 
of food-borne illness: 

Cook: meat, poultiy and eggs 
thoroughly. For example, 
ground beef should be cooked to 
an internal temperature of 1600 
F. Eggs should be cooked until 
the yolk is firm. 

Separate: Avoid cross-conta­
minating foods by washing 
hands, utensils, and cutting 
boards after they have been in 

contact with raw meat or poultJy 
and before they touch another 
food. Put cooked meat on a 
clean platter, rather than back on 
a platter that held the raw meat. 

Chill: Refrigerate leftovers 
promptly. 

Clean: Rinse fresh fruits and 
vegetables in clean, mnning tap 
water even if you are planning 
to peel them. Remove and dis­
card the outennost leaves of a 
head of lettuce or cabbage. 
Bacteria can grow well on the 
cut surface offmit or vegetable, 
be careful not to conta1ninate 
these foods while slicing them 
up on the cutting board. Always 
wash your hands with soap and 
water before preparing food. 

To view the video entitled 
"F oodbome Ilh1esses and their 
Prevention" or for more infor­
mation on this topic contact the 
Montague Board of Health, 
413-863-3200 x205. 

Joan Pajak is the public 
health nurse for the town of 
Montague. 

Controlling Triglycerides 
BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. My doctor 
told me my cholesterol and 
triglycerides are elevated. I 
have a vague idea what choles­
terol is but I'm clueless about 
triglycerides. What are they? 

lowing: nonnal, less than 150 
mg/dL; borderline-high, 150 to 
199 mg/dL; higl1, 200 to 499 
mg/dL, and very high, 500 
mg/dL or more. "Mg/dL" stands 
for milligram per deciliter. 

The prima1y remedy for too 
many ti·iglycerides is changing 
your habits. Here are some 
pointers on how to get your 
tt"iglycerides down: 

• Get off the recliner and 
exercise. 

• Cut your caloric intake 

If changing your habits is 
iiisufficient to bring your level 
of tJ·iglycerides down, tl1ere are 
medications that can be pre­
scribed. Fenofibrate, gemfi­
brozil and nicotinic acids often 
work to reduce ti"iglycerides. 

often part of a group of condi­
tions called metabolic syn­
dJ·ome. 

This syndJ·ome is the combi­
nation of high blood pressure, 
elevated blood sugar, excess 
weigl1t, low HDL cholesterol, 
and high tt"iglycerides. This syn­
drome increases your 1-isk for 
heart disease, diabetes and 
stroke. 

[In the next installment of 
The Healthy Geezer, we'll focus 
on cholesterol.] 

Triglycerides are a fat in your 
blood. They are impo1tant to 
maintammg good health. 
However, if your triglycerides 
get out of control, you can put 
your heait at risk. People with 
high triglycerides usually have 
lower HDL (good) cholesterol 
and a higher risk of heart attack 
and stroke. 

across tl1e board. This means IIl,LUS1RATION: JESSICA HARMON 

Hypertriglyceridetnia can 
run in fatnilies. While high 
triglyce11des don't usua1ly pre­
sent noticeable symptoms, peo­
ple with a family histo1y of ve1y 
high triglycerides may have vis­
ible fatty deposits under the 
skin. If you have a question, please 

write to fredcicetti@gmail.com. you have to reduce your con­
sumption of not just fat, but car­
bohydrates and proteins. 
Substituting carbohydrates for 
fats can raise tJ"iglyceride levels. 
People with high t1·iglyce11des 
may have to litnit their intake of 
carbohydrates to no more than 
45 to 50 percent of total calo­
ries. 

• Eat oily fish such as mack­
erel, lake trout, heniI1g, sar­
dines, albacore tuna and 
salmon, which are high in 
omega-3 fatty acids. Reseai·ch 
has shown that omega-3 fatty 
acids decrease tt·iglyceride lev­
els 

Elevated triglycerides are 

Calories you take in but don't 
bmn immediately are converted 
to ti·iglycerides to supply you 
with energy later. Your tI"iglyc­
eride level can be too high if 
you continue to consume more 
calories than you need. Of 
course, this causes obesity, too. 

Other causes of elevated 
triglycerides - called hyper­
triglyceridemia - include dia­
betes, an underactive thyroid, 
kidney disease, and dJugs such 
as beta-blockers, some diuret­
ics, estrogen, tamoxifen, 
steroids and birth control pills. 

The common guidelines for 
tt"iglyceride levels are the fol-

• Avoid saturated fat, trans fat 
and cholesterol. This is a com­
plex subject. A good sta1ting 
point is to stay away from foods 
that come from animals such as 
meat, daily and eggs. But there 
are plant-based foods that are 
bad for you, too. These include 
oils from coconuts, cottonseeds 
and pahn kernels. 

Growth & Transformation Through Healing 

Joanne O'Neil, M.A. 

• A small about of alcohol 
can generate a big iiicrease in 
triglyceride levels. Cut down as 
much as you can. 

• Quit smoking. If you're a 
regular reader of this column, 
you must know by now that 
smoking doesn't just cause res­
pirato1y diseases such as lung 
cancer and emphysema. It kills 
you 111 so many ways. 

Psychotherapist & Herbalist * Moonrise Medicinals Herbal Teas 

P.O. Box 73, Montague, MA01351 • 413.367.9514 
Joanne@moonrisemedicinals.com 

~ 8 Main Street 
Clay is good dirt! Montague Center 

N- to the Montague G~nge 

www.gooddirtpotter9.com +1 ?-?6 J-0 I 55 

~t clear Cho1. ~o ,w, ell> 

QUALITY VINYL 
REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS 

SUNRISE 
( 4 1 3)498-431 8 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

lionest Work 
Honest Prices! 

Mass. <.:onlractor Reg.# I 0714-1 
Ma,;,;. License #059565 

JOE GRAVELINE 

FOUR DIRECTIONS 
HEALING ARTS 

FovF-. E>1~Ecr10NS 
H EALIN 4 AR.TS 

Acupuncture 
Massage, Reiki 

Flower E5sence Therapy 

112 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

863-8033 • karen@4directionshea1ingarts.com 



14 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER April 12, 2007 

JEP'S PLACE: Faith, Hope and Other Disasters Part XXVIII 
Cows, Milk, Cream 
and Cheese 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - We kept milk cows. 
Since we didn't have electricity 
for refrigeration, or an ice house 
for ice to cool milk tmtil the milk 
trnck picked it up, what we 
didn't drink we processed into 
cheese and butter, feeding the 
rest to the pigs. I don't know 
why my father didn't have an ice 
house. We had a pond on our 
fann that froze solid. It would 
have only meant storing blocks 
of ice in a building with a layer 
of sawdust, or hay, insulating the 
ice. But without ice, we coulch1't 
sell milk. 

Ma made "farmer's cheese" 
by pouring soured milk into a 

cheese-cloth bag and hanging it 
up to ch·ain. She'd press the 
remaining whey out by placing 
the bag between two round 
boards weighted with a heavy 
stone. We ate fresh "farmer's 
cheese," but my favorite was the 
cheese she htmg in a bag nailed 
to the woodshed wall, where it 
was exposed to all kinds of 
weather. After a month or two, 
the cheese got rock hard, taking 
on a cheddar cheese flavor that 
was a. delight to chew. Ma would 
rest the blade of a butcher knife 
on the cheese and hit the back of 
it with a hammer to whack off a 
chunk. "Barn," and a hunk of 
cheese would come loose. 
Canyi.ng a chunk in my pocket 
was insurance against going 
hungiy when I knew I'd be gone 
from home all day. I could gnaw 

on a small piece for hours, 
keeping hunger pangs away. 

To separate cream from milk, 
we had a tall can with a glass 
window, about a half inch wide, 
going up the side. TI1e glass had 
cracked, somehow, but Pa sealed 
it with window putty. 

After the milk sat a while, the 
cream would rise to the top. To 
separate the milk we simply 
opened the spigot at the bottom 
and chained the milk down to the 
cream line. We had to guess a 
little because the putty blocked 
om·view. 

Sometimes we'd use some of 
the cream, after it soured, to 
make cream soups - beet 
borscht, kielbasa soup, or cream 
soups using sauerkraut liquid, or 
vegetable greens. Ma made a 
delicious cream soup with 

pigweed, tmtil I told her the 
English name for it. She never 
made it again and denied ever 
making it. Ma used all manner 
of herbs in cooking and making 
teas. She even used the tenchils 
of grape vines for a distinctive 
sour taste in her cooking or 
canning. When there didn't 
seem to be anything to eat, she'd 
dice salt pork, fiy it crisp, stir it 
into mashed potatoes and add 
sour cream, garnishing it with 
fresh parsley. I loved it. But, we 
saved most of our cream in our 
Daisy butter chum, letting it 
sour. Tue butter chum had a 
square glass container that held 
about a gallon. A crank and 
gears sat on top of the cover. 
Four canted wooden paddles, 
attached to the shaft, beat the 
cream as we turned the crank. Pa 

gave us strict orders to ttun the 
crank slowly. Tmning it fast 
would only whip the cream and 
it would never ttun to butter, he 
said. 

Sometimes in hot weather the 
butterfat would not gather, 
especially if the crean1 was not 
ve1y rich. After I spent hours and 
hours of tedious slow chmni.ng, 
Pa would become in'i.tated when 
I complained and tell me, ''Don't 
be so lazy; just keep cranking." 

- to be continued ... 

Cheesemalling Worksbop 
APril 28111 a am-5 pm 

Learn the entire process to 
make hard British cheddar 
cheese• Upinngill Farm 
Register: 781-894-4358 

Cost: $66 • Instructor Cliff 
Hatch of Gill, l\11A 

www.turnersfallsriverculture.org 
Arts, Culture, Recreation in Turners Falls. 
Log on and find out what you are missing. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Raked Leaves in the Brook 

REPORTER ClASSIFIEDS CAll B&a-866&. FAX863-3050 

20 words for $6. 15 cents each extra word. 3rd week free. 

FOR SALE PLOW FRAU & BOW WOW- Sita 
Peavey Basic 40 amp, 1980's Lang. (413) 834-7569. Hauling 
vintage. Price negotiable. your used goods to people and 
Call Karen at (413) 659-5339. places in need, and not necessarily 

to the landfill. Free estimates. 
High-quality steelcase 5-drawer file 
cabinets. Finest domestic 
manufacture; unbeatable price: 
$150. Call Just Things: (413) 498-
5043. 

CARPENTRY 
NO JOB TOO SMALL - General 
carpentry and home repairs. 
Custom shelves a specialty. Call 
David, 863-9296. 

SERVICES 

TUTOR AVAILABLE - Emphasis 
on reading, writing and verbal skills. 
steady clients only. Must be 
motivated. (413) 863-5149. 

LJVING ROOM YOGA • Individual 
instruction and small group 
classes. Find your strength and 
passion. Serene home studio. 
Chestnut Hill Road. Certified 
teacher. 367-2658 
www.lMngroomyoga.net 

Wednesday 4-4 
10: 15 a.m. Report of subject 

raking leaves into brook on 
Hanson Court. Spoke with 
reporting party about issue. 

Thu.-sday4-5 
10:40 a.m. Report of a 

suspicious vehicle in Smokin' 
Hippo parking lot. Vehicle 
pulled out upon arrival. 
Followed vehicle. No illegal 
observations made. 

1 :40 a.m. After a motor 
vehicle stop on Route 2, a 
criminal application was issued 

to~ - for 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license. 

Fliday 4-6 

The S1nokin' H~ppo 
-,.,._..,,..__,.,_ A Family Restaurant and Baroecue 

Richard Mascavage 
Owner 

10:45 p.m. Call from a West 
High Street address repo1ted 
someone was in the basement. 
House was searched. Nothing 
was found. 

Monday4-9 
1:30 pm. Subject into 

station possibly in labor. 
Requested EMT's and BRA 
ambulance. Assisted with first 
aid until BRA arrived. Subject 
transported to Franklin Medical 
Center. 

Tuesday 4-10 
9:30 a.m. Rep01t of dirt in 

roadway on East Prospect 
Street. Checked area. Spoke 
with subject who agreed to 
shovel dirt out of road. 

(413) 863-4246 
Open 7 Days A Week 

• F;irm Ft·esh Eggs 
• Whole Ro;isting Chickens 
• Pot Pies 
• Homemade Soups 

\ 

\ 
) 

20 ¥rcnch King Highway 
Erving, Ma 01344-4444 
Phone, (41.3) 42';--;220 PipioneS 

Fishing. Hunting. Athletic - SPORT SHOP 
Live Bait • Paintball Supplies 

• Desset{s 
Ptoc\ucts V4 ry Weekly 

Fa,m St<>re Open Every Day 
7 a.m. to S p.m. 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

/ 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 

Property Manager 

~rl Exterior Painting & H~'!t 
Anthony C. Tucker: 863-4833 

70 Oakman Street, Turners Falls 

More Than Just Great Barbecue! 
Full Regular Menu & Liquor License 

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 11-9 • Sunday 12-8 
/,ocal Photographs and Hippo Paintings also available 

Negus ~ Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments Afff!!!F'!J" 

~~"' p>~~ People often come to see.us 
beJ;:ouse their parents 
and their gronq::>arents did 
We're proud to.hove 

that kind of .loyalty, 
and we work hard to keep if. 
• Gary and Nancy Melen 

The perfect remembrance' 

~; ~ 

J" We engr1:1ve ~ 
memortes 

that last forever t 
MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 
10 MIi Street Greenfield, MA 

CO, Fills - T-Shirt, Uniform & Cap Printing 

101 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376 

CHAU, Incorporated 
'.aftCe 

25 Millers Falls Road, P.O. Box 312 
Turners Falls, MA O 1376 

Tel. (413) 863-4331 (413) 773-5673 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY, 
APRIL 12TH TO 14TH 
The Country Players presents: A 
Few Good Men by Aaron Sorkin, 
directed by Richard J. Martin at The 
Shea Theatre. 8 p.m. and 2 p.m. on 
Saturday. Call and reserve your tick­
ets now! 863-2281 ext. 1 

FRIDAY, 
APRIL 13TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Evolve - keyboard and 
drums. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse: 
Curly Fingers Dupree 
Band, full band all 
electric. Come to 
dance. 9:30 p.m. 

with Adam Bergeron. 7 - 9 p.m. 

MONDAY APRIL 16TH 
Valerie Dee Naranjo perfonning an 
inspirational concert of Native 
American Singing and West African 
Marimba from Ghana. Joined in part 
by Jazz Pianist Barry Olson. At Four 

Greenfield Business Association. 
Featuring displays and samples of 
environmentally friendly products, 
food, music and services. At Franklin 
County Fairgrounds. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
774-2791. Free admission. 

The Echo Lake Coffee House: a 
night of poetry, 
7:30 pm. Open 
mike, followed by 
readings/perform­
ances by two 
hyper-political, 
feminist poets, 
Lenelle Moise and 
Arjuna Greist. 
Arrive by 7:00 pm 
to sign up for the 
open mike. 
Admission: 
$12/$10 seniors. 

Concert at The 
Bookmill, 
Montague Center: 

Concert at The 
Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Adam 
Bergeron and Robby 
Alan Roiter. Adam 
Bergeron plays inspir­
ing improvisational 
classical piano. Robby 
Alan Roiter plays intri­
cate improv-based jazz 
guitar. Arrive early for 

Reverend Bil!J and the ''Church of Stop Shopping" Gospel Choir & 
''Not Blf)'ing It" Band return to the val0! Two performances-Saturday, 
April 21st in Shelburne Fia/Js. 7:30 p.m. Memorial Hall Theater and 

The Ambiguities 
and Carrie 
Ferguson & Cherry 
Street Band. Vast, 
sonic crazy quilt of 
rock, punk, blues, 
$5, 7:30 p.m. 

Sundqy, April 22nd in Brattleboro. 3 p.m. at The Church. 

couches, armchairs, and to browse 
the books. $10 cover. 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14TH 
Open Mic at Cup-o-Joe, Ave A, 
Turners Falls. Sign up at 6:30, open 
mic 7 to 10 p.m. Grill open, coffee 
and pastries available. 

Concert - Travis LeDoyt with his All 
Star Nashville Band. A rousing night 
of non stop music, Orange Town Hall 
auditorium, Orange. Show time 7 
p.m., doors open 6:30 p.m. 

68th Season Pioneer Valley 
Symphony Brass and Brahms Under 
the direction of Paul Phillips, featur­
ing Eric Berlin, trumpet soloist per­
forming the Alexander Arutiunian 
Trumpet Concerto. Program also 
includes Jean Sibelius' Karelia Suite 
and Johannes Brahms' Symphony 
No. 2. At Greenfield High School. 
Pre-concert talk at 7 p.m. Concert at 
7 30 p.m. 773-3664. 

Rivers Charter School. 7 p.m., sliding 
scale $7 - $15. Info. call 648-9793. 

Live Jazz at Ristorante DiPaolo, 
Avenue A, 6 to 9 p.m. Info. 863-4441. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Open Mic 
Fiddle Tune Swa. 8 to 10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 19TH 
Wine and Beer Tasting at the 
Pushkin, Greenfield. All proceeds to 
benefit Hospice of Franklin County. 
Includes wine, beer, music and hors 
d'oeuvres. 5 30 to 7:30 p.m. 77 4-
2400. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blues with Dave 
Robinson & Tommy Filault, 8 to 10 
p.m. no cover. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20TH 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Johnny Cash 
Covers by Josh Levangie. 9 to 11 
p.m. No cover. 

pop, and disco 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse: Loose Change, 
rock & roll. Come to dance. 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
APRIL 21ST & 22ND 
Reverend Billy and the "Church of 
Stop Shopping" Gospel Choir & "Not 
Buying It" Band Rev Billy and his 
Church of Stop Shopping appearing 
at Memorial Hall Theater, Shelburne 
Falls, 7:30 p.m. on Saturday and on 
Sunday at The Church, 120 Main 
Street, Brattleboro, 3 p.m. 
Suggested donation of $10 at the 
door, though no one will be turned 
away. Hot Blazing revival' More 
information about Rev. Billy and the 
Church of Stop Shopping Gospel 
Choir www.RevBilly.com. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Jazz - Ndigo 
Moon. 9 to 11 p.m. No cover. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 22ND 
The 1st Annual Montague 
Community Variety Show at 6:30 
p.m. at the Grange Hall, Montague 
Center. Performers are encouraged 
to sign up early to guarantee time on 
stage. Proceeds to benefit the Turn 
Children Education Fund. Sign up or 
for more information, call 367-2483 
or dradway@verizon.net, MCs 
Brendan Taaffe & Marina Goldman 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Singer/song­
writer Nicole Berke with Jessee 
Cafiero. 7 to 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
APRIL 27 TO 29TH 
Arena Civic Theater presents The 
Crucible At the Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls. Friday and Saturday 8 
p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. Info. 863-2281 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28TH 
Gill-Montague Gala-featuring The 
Gregory Caputo Big Band and his 
show "Velocity." Turners Falls High 
School theater, 7:30 p.m. Admission 
is $20. Tickets are available at 
Scotty's Store, World Eye Bookshop 
or call Sandy at TFHS, 863-7218. 
Tickets on sale nowt 

ONGOING 
Exhibit: John Willis' and Tom Young's 
"Recycled Realities and Other 
Stories" at Hallmark Museum of 
Contemporary Photography, Turners 
Falls. Haunting and surreal, series of 
black and white images invite view­
ers into a vast paper landscape at 
Erving Paper Mill. Also images from 
photographic projects: "View from 
the Rez'' and "Timeline". 

AUDITIONS 
The Country Players is holding audi­
tions for Wizard of Oz, directed by 
David Grout. Performances are July 
6, 7 & 13, 14, 15. Auditions are 
Sunday, April 22nd from 2 to 5 p.m. 
at GCC Downtown Center and 
Tuesday, April 24th from 6:30 - 8:30 
p m at the Shea Theater 

Ja'Duke Productions auditions for 
"Footloose" & "West Side Story" 
scheduled for summer 2007. 
Performance dates are: "Footloose·: 
July 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 and "West 
Side Story·: August 3, 4, 10, 11, 12. 
Auditions on Sunday, April 22nd 1 
p.m.-3 p.m. at JCPA, 85 Ave A, 
Turners Falls. Rehearsals will start 
on Monday, June 4th. Need to be 13 
years and older. Info Nick 
Waynelovich 863-4503. 

GREENFIELD 
f3.AVU~N 

CINEMAS 
Main St. Grgonfiold. MA 

413-774-4881 
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Contact Famouse Bill's for a Dinner & Mo,ie Deal 

www.gardencinemas.net 
Showtimes for 

Fri., April 13th-Thrs., April 19th 
1. BLADES OF GLORY PGB 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MAT. FRI-1HURS 12:00 2:00 4:00 
2. MEET THE ROBINSONS PG 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 in DTS sowid 
MAT. FRI-1HURS 12:00 2:00 4:00 
3. GRINDHOUSE R 
DAILY 7:00 9:30 
MATINEE FRI-THURS 12:00 3:30 
4. ARE WE DONE YET PGB 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRI-THURS 12:15 3:15 
5.300 R 
DAILY 6:45 9:15 
MATINEE FRI-THURS 3: 15 
5. FIREHOUSE DOG PG 
MATINEE FRI-THURS 12:15 
6. DISTURBIA PG13 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 in DTS sowid 
MATINEE FRI-THURS 12:30 3:30 
7. PERFECT STRANGER R 
DAILY 6:30 9:00 in DTS sowid 
MATINEEFRI-THURS 12:30 3:30 

Fine Wine 

Open Wed-Sun at 4 p.m. 
Friday 4/13 

Keyboard & Drum ~ Evolve 
Sail~ 4/14 

Rock ~ Blame It On Tina 
Friday 4/20 

Johnny Cash Covers~ Josh Levangie 

Saturday 4/21 
Rock ~ Blame It On Tina 

Mtse 9. 11 p.m. Weekencls 
NO COVER ANY NIGHP. 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to tbe Wendell Couat,y Store 

Ill SPIT UH CIITEI 
MONDAYS -Drop-in, 3-6 p.m. 

TUES & WEDS - Ongoing 
Music Project, 3- 6 p.m. 

THURS -Drop-in, 3 - 6 pm. 
& Movie Night 6 -8 p.m. 

fue ( except some trips), open to IOCtJl 
teens. Some nquire permission slips. 

Info: Jared at 863-9559. 
Hot Spot Teen Center is in 

The Brick House 
24 Third Street, Turners Falls, 01376 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blame It On 
Tina - rock. 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse: Jen Toby Band, 
rock. Come to dance. 9:30 p.m. 

Upcoming at the Discovery Center 
Open Friday & Saturday 10 am. to 4 p.m. (413) 863-3221 

Groups by Special AITagement, Tuesday - Thursday 

Rt. 63 Roadhouse: James 
Montgomery Blues Band. Tickets $12 
advance, $15 at the door. 9:30 p.m. 

Concert at The Bookmill, Montague 
Center: John Coster. "Coster. .. is a 
songwriter of uncommon sensitivity 
and eloquence. His graceful [guitar) 
style spans lyrical pop and rock 
dimensions and with the right 
breaks, Coster could become a 
national figure."-Steve Morse -
Boston Globe. $10 cover. 8 p.m 

SUNDAY, APRIL 15TH 

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 
APRIL 20TH TO 22ND 
Arena Civic Theatre presents: The 
Crucible directed by Catherine King 
at the Shea Theater, Turners Falls. 
Tickets $12.50 general, $10 for 
Senior Citizens & Students. 
Available at World Eye Bookshop 
and at the Door. Call 863-2281 x3 
for reservations. Friday & Saturday's 
performance at 8 p.m. Sunday per­
formance 2 p.m. Continues April 
27th to 29th. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 21ST 

UNTILAPRIL 28TH 
Museum of Industrial Heritage 
Display and Jack Coughlin 
Sketched Portraits in the Great 
Hall. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 19TH 
Educators Workshop: Turtles. 
Educators who attended the Turtle 
Symposium will discuss forming an 
educators working group for habitat 
stewardship education. Resources 
& develop activities discussed. 5 - 8 
pm. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 20TH 
Very Cool Vemal Pool. Refuge staff 

show what's so spectal about vemal 
pools and explore the creatures tl1at 
make vemal pools their home. 
Geared towards young children, 
will include art activity. 10:30 a 111. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 24TH 
Montague Plains Field Walk with 
Tim Simmons, Restoration 
Ecologist. Mass. Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program. 
Held at the Montague Plains, 
Montague 6:30 pm. For ages 10 
and older. 6:30 pm. 
WEDNESDAY, SAPRIL 25TH 
Coffee House-Friends of The 

D1scove1y Center. 7 p.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 27t11 
Freaky for Frogs! Join Refuge staff 
for a hands-on activity to explore 
the life cycle of frogs, and learn 
about some of our local frogs we 
share our environment with. Geared 
towards young children. 10:30 a.m. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 28TH 
Week of the Child - The Pop 
Rockets Perform! We used to be 
The Juice Pops, now with two new 
members ru·e The Pop Rockets! 
www.poprocketsnmsic.com 2 to 
3:30 p.m 

Deja Brew, Wendell Classical Piano 
4th Annual Growing a Green 
Community Fair Sponsored by the Great Falls Discovery Center - 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls - www.greatfallsma.o1·g 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Montague Webworks 

• Multiple designs, or custom made 
• Built-in page editor, do it yourself! 
• Messages, calendars, downloads 
• Private customer areas w/ login 
• Multiple "group• areas for users 
• Fast setup, in-town support 
• Call today and get a quote 

863-0030, 24 3rd St. Turners 
michael@mullertech.com 
www.MySiteServer.com 

The Diemand Cutter 
Hairstyling Family Salon 
Lin Diemand, Stylist 

114 Mormon Hollow Rd. 
Millers Falls 

978-544-3045 
for appointment 

Retail Fabric Store 
.., •• Cotton• Silks • Polyesters • Vin}is • Upholstery Marerial -

• Quiltinr Supplies • Patterns • Calkos • Nonons 

CASN & CllECKS ONLY 
on.-Sar. 9-3:20, Fri. cil 8:20 • Uosecl Mon. -June, Ju.ly, August -

Power Square 

0 6 
Greenfield 
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dam was built, two nearly isolat­
ed populations of sturgeon have 
emerged - one above the dam 
and another below the dam. 
Although sturgeon can certainly 
pass downstream over the 
Holyoke dam by going through 
the turbines, this causes high 
rates of mo1tality for the larger 
fish. To return to spawn, it is pos­
sible for them to be lifted up over 
the dam in the fish lift, but they 
rarely do so. Without help from 
Alex and his colleagues, the 
sho1tnose sturgeon, which 
depends on a breeding popula­
tion of about 400 individuals 
1101th of the dam, is now consid­
ered in danger of disappearing 
altogether in the Connecticut 
unless we humans figure out 
how to help. 

Fish-style Obstacle Courses 
On its I 0-acre campus, the 

Conte Lab sports several fish 
obstacle courses of various sizes. 
Some fit on a lab bench top; oth­
ers require a room the size of a 
small airplane hangar. But all are 
designed for one pmpose: to 
study how anadromous fish 
move and respond to the so1ts of 
natural and unnatural baniers 
they face in the big real-life race 
course humans have helped to 
create in their riverine habitat, in 
the great outdoors. 

Haro explained that the Conte 
Lab, at the end ofMigrato1y Way 
in the South End ofTumers Falls 
is not only ideally situated for 
studying anadromous fish but 
also the only lab of its kind any­
where in the world. Sitting 
between the Power Canal and the 
Connecticut River, a major fish 
migrato1y pathway, the lab com­
plex has access to wild fish habi­
tat and lots of natural river water: 
up to 160,000 gallons per 
minute. That nver water is 
directed into several laboratories, 
research facilities supplied with 
ample running water for tanks 
and large-scale flumes (inclined 
channels that mitnic a natural 
river's slope up from the sea). 

A Nice Cold Jacuzzi 
Like two schooling minnows, 

Haro and I wound our way 
among the labs, starting with the 
smallest first. It's a garage-sized 
room with about 30 tanks, each 
as big as a Jacuzzi. To please the 
cold-water-loving fish, the room 
is ttnlteated. In one chilly tank, 
about six small sho1t-nose stur­
geons were resting on the bottom 
- looking a little shy, if not for­
lorn. Because collecting the 
endangered sturgeon from the 
wild is illegal, Haro said the 
Conte scientists obtained a per­
nut allowing them to raise these 
fish from eggs. 

These shy little fish were 
infants, a month or two old, and 
no more than several inches 
long. An adjacent tank held a 
dozen or so larger, more active 
sturgeon. Although only several 
months old, these fish were close 
to a foot long. Sturgeons grow 
fast at first, Haro told me - it's 
one of their adaptations for sur­
viving in the wild. These tod­
dlers swam quickly around and 
around the tank with their noses 
and mouths pointed curiously at 
us. "They're looking for food," 
Haro said. "They're htmgry. 
Although they're picky eaters at 
first, after a wllile we can feed 
them trout chow." 

Water workouts 
Haro and I dtifted on to a 

Plexiglas chamber fitted to 
phm1bing in the wall. The scien­
tists put a fish in the chamber 
(called a "flow respirometer"), 
seal it up, tum on a pump and see 
how well the fish swinls at con­
trolled water speeds. The fish 
actually goes nowhere inside the 
chamber; it's the water pumped 
through the respirometer that 
moves. Nevertheless, the fish 
gets a workout - carefully 
obse1ved by scientists like Haro. 
Aft.erwards, the invigorated stru·­
geon is returned to its nice cold 
Jacuzzi to relax. 

B1inging up Baby 
The faster-moving older fish 

seem to get all the workouts, but, 
as with humans, it's really the 
newly hatched sturgeon infants 
that need the most attention. 
That's because scientists need to 
know more about what condi-
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tions in wild 1ivers will help the 
inches-long babies hide from 
predators so they have a chance 
to grow into two- to three-foot­
long adult fish. We do know that 
stru·geon like to live close to river 
bottoms, but when they're young 
we don't know what kind of 
river bottom they prefer - rough 
and dark or light and smooth. 

Figuring out what these little 
guys need has presented scien­
tists with a tough problem. 
They're so shy that they're 
rarely, if ever, observed in the 
wild. The Conte Lab tanks, 
therefore, give scientists impor­
tant opportlmities to obse1ve 
hatchling behavior that would 
othe1wise never be seen. 

One obse1vation tank is wired 
for high-tech video obse1vation. 
It spo1ts a video camera placed 
about two feet over a shallow 
tank, with one half of the tank 
bottom smooth and white, the 
other rough and dark, sinlulating 
natural stream bottom variations. 
As water is pumped over the 
tank bottom ( simulating river 
flow) and the sturgeon hatch­
lings are released, the video cam­
eras watch the little fish wriggle 
and slide from one simulated 
stream bottom to the other. Later, 
researchers review the tapes and 
note the stru·geon's preferences. 
These data help scientists figure 
out, for example, whether the 
fish prefer one surface when the 
water is moving fast and another 
when it's moving slowly. 

Knowing what bottom types 
and water speeds the sturgeon 
prefer in the lab tanks helps sci­
entists build life-size models of 
streams and rivers to study their 
indoor fish as they move along 
sinlulated watercourses closely 
matching those in the wild. 
These larger stream- and river­
sized labs are located in a special 
btlilding called the flume labora­
tory, the last stop on our wate1y 
tour. 

An Indoor River 
The flume laborato1y con­

nects to a labyrinth-like series of 
fish holding ponds behind a 
loading dock. Here, trucks fitted 
with fish tanks back up and 
empty their cargo directly into 

the ponds. The ride in the truck 
tanks is sometimes hard on the 
fish, Haro explained, and it's 
extremely inlportant to get them 
through the passages and on into 
the flume laborat01y as soon as 
possible. 

The inside of the flume labo­
ratory is a maivel: thousands of 
gallons of water from the power 
canal msh beneath your feet 
under a metal walkway. The 
lab's largest room contains a 
model stream about 100 feet 
long and 20 feet wide, complete 
with plastic rocks ofvai'ious col­
ors to simulate a real New 
England watercourse. The simu­
lated watercourse was dty during 
my visit - winter is a good time 
to make needed repairs ai1d set 
up the flmne for experinlental 
mns in the spring and summer. 

Baffling Questions 
In a smaller flmne to the right 

of the main simulated streain, a 
techilician worked to adjust elec­
tronic sensors that will be placed 
in the flmne to monitor water 
speed and depth. Haro said one 
of the most important research 
questions addressed at the Conte 
Lab is how to best design and 
build fish ladders and lifts so that 
migrating fish can safely navi­
gate the dams ai1d hydt·oelectric 
plants humans have placed in 
their paths. Typically, we've 
built ladders for fish - but the 
designs have not always been 
fish-friendly. One device, a 100-
yeai·-old design called the steep 
pass fishway, is an alumitmm 
fish ladder with ridges or baflles 
along the sides, ai1gled upstream 
Power companies (which dam 
the rivers to hainess water power 
to generate electricity) like the 
steep pass because it's simple, 
inexpensive, and easy to install. 
But is it good for the fish? Haro 
said, "Not always." Many fish, 
especially smaller or weaker­
swimmiilg ones, won't use it. 
Those that do risk injmy. If a fish 
that has swum paii way up the 
fishway decides to tum ai·olllld 
and go back downstream, it gets 
hm1g up or cut on the angled alu­
minum baffles. 

One new design Hai·o and llis 
colleagues have been working on 
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is called the spiral side-baffle 
fish ladder. In the spiral fish lad­
der, baffles alternate on each side 
of the passage, and the ladder 
ascends and descends in gentle 
loops. Most inipo1tant - especial­
ly for sturgeon, whose body 
shape is adapted for life on the 
bottom of rivers and lakes - the 
spiral staircase design does not 
require fish to rise significant 
distances above the river bottom 
to ascend or descend the ladder. 
Stlrrgeon ai1d other anadromous 
fish have successfully passed the 
one- and two-loop designs of the 
spiral ladder. In fact, the same 
fish often passed up and down 
the spiral ladder multiple tinles 
dming a test. 

Finally, my jomney through 
the Conte Fish Lab was over. 
Haro confided that, as with most 
government science programs, 
fish research faces tight funding, 
but through the efforts of an 
excellent staff at the lab, he's 
confident significant progress 
can be made. After all, this is a 
race anadromous fish must win if 
they are to smvive. 

A Chance to See for Yourself 
This past year, during the U.S. 

Geological Survey's Ea.1th 
Science Week in October, the 
Conte Lab held an open house 
dming which it welcomed the 
public to visit and talk with sev­
eral of the scientists about their 
research. Guests also got to see 
sturgeon and other fish going 
through their experimental 
paces. A date for tl1e next open 
house hasn't been set yet, but if 
you're interested in seeing first­
hand the fish research going on 
1ight here in Tm11ers Falls, call 
Kathy Pietiyka at 413-863-9475. 
She '11 be happy to put you on the 
Conte Fish Lab Open House 
mailing list. 

Steve Winters is a hydrogeolo­
gist and em1ironmental science 
educator. Through Boston 
University s Prisoner Education 
Project, he teaches environmen­
tal geology at Framingham 
womens prison and astronomy 
at Noifolk men '.s prison. He lives 
in Turners Falls. Reach him at 
S C i e n C e 111 a t - 11m 
ters@yahoo.co.;;;_ ■-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Specializing in unique hair designs 

~ella 
THE SALON 

312 MONTAGUE CITY ROAO 774-4003 

Stylists seeking booth space encouraged to call! 

DOLAN & tSbtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Pffi~~~Hl mJ~R~, Will~~ f~lHlf~, W~RHfR'~ mmP 

REYNOLDS PROPERTIES 
256 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Lynn Reynolds 
ABRGRICRS 

"Aiming for 
Aston;shing Service" 

413-367-2425 lynnreynolds@verizon.net 

Office Hours By Appointment 

DANIEL COHEN, D.M.D. 

4 Dell St. 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone: (413) 863-9656 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

MARK OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARD WlNNER 

RON SICARD 
Sales Professional 

DlLLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54MAfN ST 
PO BOX 729 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

Phone (413) 773-3678 
, fall(4 I 3) 774-5746 

DILLON@CROCKER.COM 
Toll Free 1-800-698-3678 




