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THE BIG PICTURE 

The Man of Possiblity:~ 
Joseph A. Parzych 

Above: One of the trucks in the J A. Parzych entourage. Top right: Joseph A. Par-zych, todcry. 

By LAURA ROD LEY 

GILL - You might know Joseph A. Par­
zych through Jep '.s' Place, his autobiogra­
phy of growing up on his family's fann, or 
Reader '.s' Digest, or as journalist and photog­
rapher for Hard Hat News or The Montague 
Reporter. Retired twice from the Reporter, 
he always springs back. 

The Early Years 
Born at home, the Gill native son en­

tered the aimy at 17, serving in Japan with 
the Anny of Occupation in the I 27th Para­
chute-glider Division, Infantiy Regiment. 
While on base, he graduated from Pittsburg, 
California evening high school. Discharged 
November 1947, he attended Turners Falls 
High School, graduated with honors, then 

attended and graduated from the Mount 
He1mon School for Boys in Gill, folfilling a 
lifelong ainbition. 

He is one of 13 children. His father and 
his mother each brought three children to 
their mai1·iage, and had seven more together. 
His parents were Polish, and they spoke only 
Polish at their home in Gill. 

Entering kindergaiten Parzych, too, only 
spoke Polish, learned English as a second lan­
guage, and helped intel])ret for his parents - a 
skill for which his father was not grateful. 

Not understanding his son's inquisitive 
mechanical genius ensued in a daily tug-of­
wai·, as explored in Jep '.s Place. 

Indomitability is in his blood: his grandfa­
ther, Joseph Parzych, survived almost three 
years in a prison camp in Siberia; to "return 

see PARZYCH page AS 

The Week in TFHS Sports 
By MATT ROBINSON 

The Turners Falls cheerleaders, who have 
stalwaitly attended and loudly suppo1ted Pow­
e1town's sp01ts teams, have been perfo1ming 
with one piece of the pyrainid missing. 

Joumey Smalls, who braved all s01ts of 
weather to cheer on her classmates, is out with 
an injmy. She still goes to gaines, but now 
leads cheers from the stands. 

According to Forbes, "Cheerleading is ac­
tually the most injmy-prone spo1t for women," 
and Smalls' injmy is a good reminder of this. 
We're rooting for her recove1y. 

This week, the Turners Falls swim teams 
ended their regular season, said goodbye to 
their depaiting seniors, and prepai·ed for one 

Turners' Al!Jah Sanders 111orks the ball past 
Frontier's Ariana Walker as P0111ertown 
falls prey to the Red Hawks, 43-19. 

last meet. 
The girls' basketball team suffered two 

lopsided losses before reversing their fo1tunes 
against Mccann Tech, leaving them with an 
8-5 record with seven games to play. In the 
Franklin South Conference, they're tied with 
Wai·e for second place at 3-1 with 4 confer­
ence games left. 

The boys' basketball team also played 
three games this week, splitting the first two 
and losing the third by a point after nearly 
pulling off an amazing comeback. They are 
at 4-10, with a 0-5 record in the Hainpshire 
South Conference. 

Girls Swimming 
Renaissance 47 - TFHS 40 

On Senior Night, Friday Janua1y 26, the 
Tm11ers Falls swim teams hosted the Phoenix 
of Renaissance School. Before the meet began, 
Tm11ers said goodbye to their graduating se­
niors, Peyton Eme1y and Nick Taylor. 

Tm11ers and Phoenix both have small 
squads; in some events, teains fielded only one 
contestant each, and in others only one stu­
dent swain, ensuring first place. This led to a 
relatively quick meet. Neither Eme1y nor Jade 
Tyler dressed for the girls' meet, but they were 
present to give emotional supp01t. 

The Girls swept the relays, bolstering their 
score by 18 points. In the 200-yard med­
ley relay Allison Wheeler, Olivia Whittier, 
Jordan Muniz, and Lillian Poirier finished 
in 2:34.91. The 200-yard freestyle qua1tet, 
Wheeler, Abigail Johnson, Catie Reynolds, 
and Whittier, won in 2:15.40, while Muniz, 
Reynolds, Poirier, and Johnson took the 400-
yard freestyle in 5:39.43. 

In individual events, Wheeler won the 

see TFHS SPORTS page A4 

GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

School Committee Votes 8- I 
To Extend Sullivan's Contract 
By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS -
The Gill-Montague school 
committee voted Tuesday 
night to grant district super­
intendent Michael Sullivan 
a two-yeai· extension on his 
conti·act and a 5.6% raise. 

Though Sullivan, who has 
held the position since 2013, 
is two years into a three-year 
contract, committee members 
said they wanted to "tie him 
up" in the face of competi-

tion from other disti-icts. 
"Since I've been on the 

committee, this is the first 
superintendent - this is eight 
yeai·s, for me - who has real­
ly been dedicated to this dis­
trict," said Gill member Jane 
Oakes. "And that makes a 
huge difference, in terms of 
continuity." 

"If I thought there were 
other candidates out there 
who were likely to be an im­
provement, I wouldn't nec­
essai·ily be in a big huny to 

make this move," said Mon­
tague's Mike Langknecht. "I 
don't believe that's the case. 
I think the fact that others 
are looking at our superin­
tendent backs that up." 

The agreement, which ex­
tends Sullivan's existing con­
tract through June 2021, was 
approved by an 8-1 roll call 
vote, with Shawn Hube1t of 
Gill alone in opposition. 

"I don't know that it was in 
the best interest of the disti·ict, 

see GMRSD page A6 

Tuesdqy's meeting 111as attended l:J the school committee, Sullivan (at right), one reporter, and one activist. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Officials "Hope" For Closure 
In Talks With Suspended Chief 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

MONTAGUE - Selectboard members 
Rich Kuklewicz and Christopher Boutwell 
both expressed hope, when approached after 
the boai·d's Monday night meeting in Mon­
tague Center, that the status of suspended po­
lice chief Chip Dodge will be resolved at a 
closed executive session provisionally sched­
uled for Februa1y 5. "But", said Kuklewicz, 
"I've learned that hoping something happens 
is not the same as it happening." 

Over the past yeai· and a half, the Select­
board has held between 15 and 20 hours of 
closed-door sessions discussing the conti·o­
versy that began with Dodge's handling of a 

drop box for prescription diugs located at the 
public safety complex. 

The first such executive session occuITed 
in June 2016 after state police detectives de­
scended on Montague to investigate allega­
tions that Dodge had mishandled diugs from 
the box. Dodge was suspended for a weekend, 
but then reinstated with a strong statement of 
suppo1t from the selectboard. 

That July, the town received word from the 
No1thwest Disti·ict Attorney's office, which 
oversees the prescription drug program, that 
Montague's drop box was being removed 
from the police station pending the outcome 
of the state investigation. Montague was also 

see CHIEF page A3 

Stayin' Alive: High Schoolers Will 
Train on CPR, Defibrillator Use 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

TURNERS FALLS - At 
an all-school assembly this 
Tuesday morning, Tmners 
Falls High School students 
learned they would all be 
receiving training on hands­
only CPR, along with the use 
of a new defibrillator being 
donated to the school. 

In a ceremony at the start of 
the meeting, Shallllon Small 
of the KEVS Foundation pre­
sented the school with a new 
automated external defibril­
lator (AED). An AED is used 
to restart the heait if someone 
collapses due to sudden car­
diac arrest. 

Athletic director Adam 
Graves led a presentation 
explaining the need for this 
ti·aining, and the benefit of 
having an AED easily avail-

EliZfl Johnson (left) and fellow Turners Falls High School students 
demonstrated how to d'° hands-on!J CPR in the assemb!J Tuesdcry 
morning. Behind them is a schedule for trainings at the high school. 

able for use. He told the stu- Johnson, tells the sto1y of 
dents gathered in the audito- how she learned from a phy­
rium that it was one of their sician's assistant with whom 
fellow students, ninth-grader she works about the sudden 
Eliza Johnson, who made the death of Westfield athlete 
request to the KEVS Fom1da- Kevin Major in 2011. Af­
tion for an AED to be given to ter discovering her son had 
the high school. an undiagnosed condition 

Eliza's mother, Amy see CPR page A7 
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A Slick Betrayal 
In his State of the Union ad­

dress, Donald Tmmp said he was 
"proud to repo1t that the coalition 
to defeat ISIS has liberated almost 
100 percent of the te1rito1y once 
held by these killers in Iraq and 
Syria," and went on to describe 
an American soldier's valor in the 
battle to drive the jihadist militia 
out of Raqqa, a 1101them Syrian 
city it claimed as its capital from 
June 2013 to June 2017. 

But while he's eager to claim 
credit for being in office on the 
other side of the world at the cul­
mination of the nearly year-long 
campaign, he seems perfectly hap­
py to abandon the actual leaders of 
that campaign to the wolves. 

Northern Syria isn't just a cha­
otic patchwork of parties warring 
in the wake of the state's retreat. A 
large te1ritory is now Rojava - the 
Kurdish West - and against all odds, 
it is the site of one of the world's 
most imp01tant experiments in de­
mocracy and inclusion. 

Raqqa and many other IS-held 
cities have been liberated in large 
part - though with coalition air 
suppo1t - by an army known as the 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), a 
pan-ethnic alliance led by the YPG 
and YPJ, Rojava's standing mili­
tias. The YPJ is an all-women fight­
ing force numbering about 24,000. 

Alongside these groups stands 
the International Freedom Bat­
talion, an umbrella for groups of 
leftists and anti-fascists who trav­
eled to the region from around the 
world to suppo1t the stmggle. 

While some of the region's 
armed actors fight for their reli­
gious beliefs, or out of sectarian 
or nationalist malice, these groups 
have been effective fighters be­
cause they are opening space for a 
modem miracle: in the middle of 
a global sacrifice zone, an autono­
mous teITitory home to millions of 
people, transfo1ming on the basis 
of pluralist, feminist, environmen­
talist, and cooperative beliefs. 

Rojava is a kind of historic mu­
tation that grew out of a more tra­
ditional national-liberation move­
ment of the Kurdish people, who 
are concentrated in more or less 
contiguous regions ofTurkey, Iran, 
Iraq and Syria. 

It's easy to imagine a people long 
kept under the boot of four bmtal 
nation-states dreaming of a national 
state of their own. But after years 
of fighting, many young Kurds are 
tiying to strut something better than 
that - an end to that whole system, 
and the wars it engenders. 

Rojava's constitution, explic-
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itly for "Kurds, Arabs, Assyrians, 
Turkmen and Almenians, Chech­
ens, Circassians, Muslims and 
Christians and Yezidis and various 
others," begins with an open cri­
tique of "the nation-state, which 
has brought the problems and acute 
crises and tragedies of our people" 
in a region "plagued by authoritar­
ian dictatorships," and prescribes 
in its place a system in which "all 
segments of people will fo1m their 
democratic institutions, foremost 
of which are women and youth." 

Rojava is no utopia - the te1ritory 
is tee1ning with internally displaced 
people, and it would be absurd to 
expect a new system of worker co­
operatives to be able to feed them 
overnight. But it is a remarkably 
progressive political project which 
should be studied, suppo1ted, and 
defended around the world. 

In a way, it is the opposite coun­
te1part to the genocidal caliphate 
built by IS. Rojava is the nucleus of 
a social revolution that could spread 
across the whole region. And now 
that its fighters have served as the 
vanguard in the campaign to push 
IS out of Syria - the international 
community is tunling its back. 

Rojava, after all, stretches along 
the border with Turkey, whose 
government considers the YPG 
and YPJ te1rnrist groups, citing 
their historical affiliations with the 
banned PKK. Turkish president 
Recep Erdogan begged Barack 
Obama to exclude the Kurdish 
groups from the Raqqa campaign, 
and now that it is over, he has 
gained Russia's implicit approval 
to invade Syria and attack Rojava. 

The shelling began Januaiy 19, 
followed by air stiikes and then a 
ground invasion. Turkish ti·oops 
and Turkish-backed Syrian militia 
seized seven villages in the western 
canton of Afrin, displacing thou­
sands and preparing for a siege of 
the capital town, also called Afiin. 

Over 300 people in Turkey have 
already been airested for speak­
ing out against their government's 
duty border war. As of press time, 
we leained that Afrin town was 
being shelled with heavy aitillery. 
Cut off from the rest ofRojava and 
surrounded on three sides by Tur­
key, the canton, long a safe haven 
for refogees, may soon fall. 

What kind of superpower stands 
by nervously when one of its allies 
- Turkey is, after all, still a NATO 
member state - attacks another? 
It's not only a sign of US geopo­
litical cravenness to use and then 
summaiily ditch an ally. 

It's also a sign of weakness. 
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Donna Christenson poses with her brother in front of the cantfy and chocolates in her new business, Erving Station, 
located at 3 East 1'.1.ain Street in Erving. Donna and her daughter, Laura DiLuzio, re!J on granddaughter 
Vivienne, 7, 'The Official Erving Station Manager of Taste Testing," to confirm the quality of the ma'!Y 
treats they provide in the store. Erving Station is open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. every dqy except Wednesdqys. 

a.m. to 12:15 pm. at the First Con­
gregational Church, 43 Silver Sti·eet, 
iii Greenfield. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 

Attorney Bill Newman, Javier 
Luengo Gru1ido from the ACLU's 
IImnigrant Protection Project, and 
others will discuss their experience 
iii workiI1g with undocumented im-
1nigrants tru·geted by ICE in western 
MA. The program is free and open 
to the public. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Wendell Energy Committee 
is inviting town residents, neighbors, 
and others interested to their 2nd ai1-
nual Groundhog Day potluck sup­
per ai1d energy event, to take place 
on Groundhog Day, this Fiiday, Feb­
mruy 2, from 6 to 8:30 pm. at the 
histoiic Wendell Town Hall. 

The Energy Co1mnittee will pres­
ent on its current projects and plans 
for 2018, and host a discussion on 
how people can get involved. There 
will be repo1ts on Wendell's actions 
as a Green Community, and the lat­
est from North Quabbin Energy's 
Pat Larson on Orange and Roy­
alston 's new status as Green Com­
mmlities. 

A highlight of the eveniI1g will be 
a presentation on the new Wendell 
solar energy cooperative project, 
which would allow those without 
solar access at home, or who want 
to suppo1t local electiical alterna­
tives, to join a co-op endeavor. For 
more information, contact anna.gy­
orgy@crocker.com. The town hall is 
located at 6 Center Sti·eet. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

fflontague l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 
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You love your home! We all do. 
Have you tllought about how you 
will fare with your home iii the fu­
ture? Will your home be safe for 
you and yours? 

Aging In Place Builders will 
present ai1 iilfonnative session at the 
Greenfield Savings Bailk in Tmners 
Falls this Saturday, Feb111a1y 3, at 10 
a m. Might you need railings? How 
steep or nai1·ow are your steps? AI·e 
enti·ances wide enough to accommo­
date a walker or wheelchair? What 
about your bathroom? AI·e hand rails, 
giips, or stabilizers iii place? 

Stop by and hear how the expe1ts 
at Aging iii Place crui help you eval­
uate your home to insure that you 
stay there. What should you look for 
- any red flags sta1t waviI1g? The La­
Bombard family and their crew have 
a PowerPoint presentation to share, 
and will be available for a discussion 
period after. Light refreshments will 
be provided, comtesy of the bailk. 

Racial Justice Rising will hold a 
discussion, Trump and Immigra­
tion: Franklin County's Response 
on Saturday, Feb111a1y 3, from 10: 15 

The Millers Falls Commmlity 
Improvement Association (MFCIA) 
ailllom1ces that the homeowner win­
ner of the 2017 Light Up the Village 
contest is Marlene Felton, and the 
busiI1ess winner is Rodney Madison. 

They wish to thank all the resi­
dents of Millers Falls who decorated 
their houses to bring light and cheer 
to the holiday season. The MFCIA's 
next event will offer beading, 011-
gami, and Valentine-making activi­
ties for all ages at the Millers Falls 
Libraiy next Thursday Febrnary 8, 
from 3 to 6:30 p.m. Refreshments 
will be provided. 

Please join the Erving PTO for 
the new release of Peter Rabbit at 
Greenfield Garden Cinemas, 361 
Main Sti·eet, Greenfield on Saturday, 
Febmruy 10, with a special showing, 
begiI1ning at 9:30 am. 

Tickets are $5, which can be pur­
chased at the door. All proceeds to 
benefit the Erving PTO. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@Jnontaguereporter.org. 
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suspended from a regional anti-crime 
task force administered by the DA. 

Dodge remained at the helm of 
the police department, and there 
were no more executive sessions on 
the topic for over a year. The inves­
tigation by the state Attorney Gen­
eral ended last spring without any 
charges being brought. In early Oc­
tober 2017, the drop box returned to 
the police station. 

Then, in mid-October, the Green­
field Recorder published an a1ticle 
based on a written repo1t of an in­
te1view between state police inves­
tigators and Dodge. That document, 
the source of which has not been 
revealed, rep01ted that dtugs planted 
by state investigators in Montague's 
drop box had gone missing. 

The Recorder :S- coverage also 
included a lengthy inte1view with 
Dodge, in which he announced that 
he was in recove1y from addiction 
to opioid painkillers. The newspaper 
also repo1ted an email from Dodge 
to state police in which he suggested 
that other members of his depait­
ment might have had access to the 
dtugs stored in his office. 

This repo1t prompted a statement, 
signed by all the officers in the Mon­
tague police depaitment, claiming 
that the chief had lost their support. 
Several days later, the N01thwest 
District Attorney's office infonned 
Montague that it would remain sus­
pended from the anti-crime task force 
as long as Dodge remained chief. 

The selectboard responded to 
these developments by holding 
several executive sessions, hir-

ing an outside firm to investigate 
Dodge's actions, hearing the re­
sults of that investigation, and dis­
cussing Dodge's potential disci­
pline. The chief's first disciplina1y 
hearing took place January 5 and 
lasted over four hours; the second 
on Janua1y 27, lasting over five. 

The seemingly endless series of 
closed-door meetings may reflect the 
fact that the Montague Selectboard 
is in a bind. The police chief appears 
to have lost the suppo1t of the mem­
bers of his own depaitment, and the 
regional District Attorney has pres­
sured the boar·d to replace him. 

But the Montague police chief 
is also a "civil se1vice chief." He 
can not be disciplined or terminated 
simply because he alienated mem­
bers of his own department, the 
District Attorney, or even members 
of the town selectboar·d -only "for 
cause," according to state law, and 
he would have the right to appeal 
any local decision to the state Civil 
Service Commission. If dissatisfied 
with their mling, he could also ap­
peal any decision of the Commis­
sion to the state comts. 

A review of recent disciplinaiy 
appeals to the Commission suggests 
that the town of Montague might 
have difficulty te1minating Dodge if 
their case is based only on the evi­
dence publicly available. The com­
mission evaluates local disciplinaiy 
decisions by detennining whether 
"the employee has been guilty of 
substantial misconduct which ad­
versely affects the public interest by 
impairing the efficiency of public 
service." (Emphasis added.) 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

"Substantial misconduct," in 
Commission decisions, generally 
means violations of specific regu­
lations or protocols. But it is not 
clear what, if any, mies Dodge may 
have violated. 

The District Attorney, in his ini­
tial communication with Montague 
in the summer of 2016, stated that 
"the recommended protocols regard­
ing the safe collection ai1d securing 
of medications, by both ai1 evidence 
officer ai1d chief or appointed officer, 
do not appeai· to have been adhered 
to by you and your depaitment." But 
whether this non-adherence to "rec­
ommended protocols" constitutes 
"substantial misconduct" under civil 
service law is in no way cleai·. 

On the other hai1d, if evidence ex­
ists that Dodge removed dtugs from 
the dt·op box placed during the state 
police sting operation, that could 
well be viewed as substantial mis­
conduct. But we should remember 
that the state ended its investigation 
without bringing chai·ges. The town 
was not immediately info1med last 
spring that the investigation had 
been te1minated, and it is not clear 
that the state has communicated with 
the town about the matter since. 

Perhaps Dodge was less than 
forthcoming in his initial conversa­
tions with the selectboard in June 
2016. When he was briefly suspend­
ed, and then reinstated with full sup­
po1t, was the board awai·e Dodge was 
in recove1y from opioid dependence? 
(If so, discussing the matter publicly 
would likely have been a violation of 
Dodge's health privacy rights under 
federal law.) Was it aware of the state 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

police's sting operation? Did the 
boai·d know about Dodge's email to 
state police suggesting that the dtugs 
were not secure, ai1d that other police 
office1-s may have been implicated? 

If the central issue is Dodge's 
lack of candor, the board may be 
in a difficult position; whether the 
sin of omission is grounds for dis­
cipline, under the civil se1vice sys­
tem, is not clear·. 

"For ai1 individual subject to civil 
se1vice ... processes," town adminis­
trator Steve Ellis told this newspa­
per, "we have to be fully attentive to 
these processes when relevant." 

Alternately, the central issue 
may be Dodge's performance as 
a manager. In their October com­
plaint, the patrolmen and sergeants' 
unions claimed that upon his rein­
statement, Dodge changed sched­
uled staff shifts. 

"[We] were of the opinion that 
these drastic personnel chai1ges 
were in retaliation for the Chief's 
perception a patrolman or sergeant 
from the Montague Police Depart­
ment initiated the Attorney Gen­
eral's investigation," they wrote, 
adding that it was "rectified" after a 
union grievance was filed. 

But while the public does not 
know what the central contention is, 
the talks drag on. 

Ellis said that he hoped the issue 
can be resolved at the Selectboai·d 
meeting on Monday, Febmaiy 5, but 
that "we will not msh the process, if 
doing so would result in a less desir­
able outcome for the community." 

u 
New Library Design; Elevators; Dump Truck; Minecraft 
By KATIE NOLAN 
and MIKE JACKSON 

On Janua1y 17, the Etving select­
boai·d ai1d libraiy trustees released 
$85,000 for the development of 
construction plans for a $4.9 million 
new libraiy on No1thfield Road. The 
money was previously appropriated 
by town meeting. 

Daniel Pallotta, working as the 
owner's project maiiager, told a joint 
meeting of the selectboard, capital 
planning committee, finance com­
mittee, libraiy trustees, and the li­
braiy building committee that the 
town is seventh on the Massachu­
setts Board of Libraiy Commission­
ers' (MBLC's) wait list for receiving 
a $2. 7 million grai1t for the project. 

"It's a great program," Pallotta 
said of the MLBC, "one of the best. 
You're lucky you're in it." 

Pallotta said that, after Etving 
rises to the top of the list and is 
awarded the funding, the town will 
receive one-fifth of the grai1t money, 
approximately $544,000, as soon as 
it signs the contract with MLBC. 
Once the constmction plans and bid 
documents are completed, the town 
will receive ai1other fifth. 

He said MBLC "spaces out the 
payments" over five fiscal years. If 
the town has constmction plans ai1d 
bid documents ready when the grant 
is officially awarded, it will be eli­
gible to receive the second payment 
more quickly. He also pointed out 
that, if a town is able to move quick­
ly into the constmction phase, it may 
save money by avoiding inflation 
ai1d escalation in constmction costs. 

Libraiy director Bai·bai·a Fried­
mai1 said that, in addition to the 
money appropriated by town meet­
ing, the libraiy tmstees will release 
$15,000 that the tmstees have saved 

up over the last seven yeai-s from the 
state's annual libraiy grant of ap­
proximately $2,000. 

Elevators at IP Mill 
The board awarded the contract 

for decommissioning four elevators 
at the fo1mer International Paper 
Mill to Buckley Elevator of Salem, 
MA for $18,750. The only other bid 
was for $40,796.88. 

In November, the state Office of 
Public Safety and Inspections (OPSI) 
levied the town a fine of $80,000 for 
not inspecting and licensing the four 
elevat01-s in the buildings, since their 
licenses expired in 2002 and 2003. 
The town acquired the prope1ty in 
2014 for non-payment of taxes. 

In December, administrative co­
ordinator B1yan Smith said he had 
contacted OPSI, telling them the 
town has only owned the prope1ty 
since 2014, the building is unoccu­
pied and boai·ded up, the elevators 
haven't been operating for years, 
there is no wiring or power to run 
the elevato1-s, and the Etving police 
depaitment conducts sUiveillance to 
prevent trespassing. 

Smith provided OPSI with photos 
of the boai·ded-up do01-s ai1d win­
dows ai1d empty electrical conduits. 
OPSI agreed to reduce the fine to 
$16,000, but asked the town to for­
mally decommission the elevato1-s. 

At the Januaiy 17 meeting, Smith 
commented that the official notice 
from OPSI noted the agency had 
"inspected" the elevators to deter­
mine that they were out of compli­
ance. Smith said he had responded to 
that physical inspection of the eleva­
tors by the agency was impossible, 
because the facility is secured and 
locked, and no town officials were 
contacted to unlock the building. 

Smith said OPSI staff replied that 

the town should not get hung up on 
the word "inspected." The town re­
quested a hearing to appeal the fine, 
which he hopes to have OPSI waive 
entirely. Meai1while, to show OPSI it 
is acting in good faith, the town plans 
to decommission the elevato1-s. 

Smith copied Governor Baker, 
state senator Stai1 Rosenberg, ai1d 
state representative Susanna Whipps 
on his coll'espondence with the OPSI. 
Assistant assessor Jacqueline Boy­
den said she wondered if other small 
towns that had obtained brownfields 
prope1ties were also being fined. 

Since acquiring the prope1ty, the 
town has been working with Frank­
lin Regional Council of Govern­
ments, engineering consultant Tighe 
& Bond, and state redevelopment 
agencies to find a new use for the 
former mill, with a vision of future 
light industrial use or mixed com­
mercial ai1d light industrial use. 

Highway Department 
The boai·d reconvened on Janua1y 

22 for a much longer meeting. They 
discussed with highway depa1tment 
foreman Glenn McCro1y a number of 
issues including diesel fuel that "gels 
up" in the cold. The town procured 
the fuel, as well as heating oil ai1d 
gasoline, via the Frailklin Regional 
Council of Governments (FRCOG). 
McCro1y said he said he was unsure 
whether the town should exercise its 
option to extend the contract. 

"We've never had this problem 
with any other vendor," he said. "We 
had record low temps - maybe it 
could have happened with another 
vendor, but it seems to be through 
the county. Eve1ybody had this issue 
this year with the CUITent vendor." 

The board didn't reach a decision, 
choosing to investigate other options 
ai1d revisit the matter in Febmaiy. 

The selectboard declared a 1996 
John Deere backhoe as surplus and 
authorized the town to collect bids 
for it. McCro1y said he would need 
to spend $1,850 for a new snow­
blower head, after one was destroyed 
by a sidewalk feature by the Crooked 
Tap; B1yan Smith told him that since 
it was affordable under his operat­
ing budget, the purchase was "well 
within his pUiview." 

McCr01y said local subcontrac­
tors didt1't seem to be interested in 
taking on the work of clearing snow 
and ice from mUiucipal sidewalks in 
Etving Center and Etvingside. 

Jacob Smith said he thought the 
town should restrict its focus to mu­
nicipal properties, but Bill BembUiy 
said the town may as well cleat· all of 
Main. "It's the only travel route for 
people who ai·e c01ning out of streets 
stmounding Main Street to get to the 
store," he pointed out. 

Scott Bastai·ache said it didt1 't 
make sense to skip over swaths be­
tween municipal prope1ties. ''There's 
just too much that we own," he said. 

"It's safer for us," McCro1y said, 
to cleat· the entire sidewalk instead 
of dtiving the tractor into the road to 
skip private prope1ties. 

It was more complicated to con­
sider the town's responsibility in Er­
vingside, but all present agreed a new 
policy shouldn't be enacted midway 
through the season, ai1yway. 

Fin Com Session 
The selectboai·d met with Shirley 

Holmes, Dan Hammock, and Art 
Johnson of the fin com to discuss 
FY' 19 budget requests, and review 
and aiticles accumulating for the 
next special town meeting. 

For the DPW budget, McCro1y 
requested a 3% merit increase for 
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MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

NANCY L DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

great 
falls 

yoga 

Open daily with classes for 

all levels of experience. 
Beginners welcome! 

First class - $5! 

34 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

www.greatfallsyoga.com 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

WATERWAYS 
REGULATION PROGRAM 

Notice of License Application 
pursuant to M. G. L. 01apter 91 
Waterways License Application 

Number X270120 

CT RIVER DOCK 
NOTIFICATION DATE: 

Febrnary 1, 2018 

Public notice is hereby given of the 
application by Ryan Doherty to construd 

and maintain a proposed dock at 292 French 
King Highway (assessors map 229, lot 
number :i), Gill, MA, Frankliri County 

1he Department will consider all written 
comments on this Waterways application 

received by within 30 days subsequent to the 
"Notification Date" Failure of any aggrieved 

person or group of ten citizens or more to 
submit written comments to the Waterways 

Regulation Program by the Public Comments 
Deadline will result in the waiver of any right 

to an adjudicatory hearing in accordance 
with 310 CMR 913(4)(c) The group of citizens 
must include no less than five citizens who are 

residents of the nuuticipalily in which 
the proposed project is located 

Additional infonnation regarding this 
apelication may be obtained by contacting 
the Waterways Regulation Program at 617-

292-5929 Project plans and documents for this 
application are on file with the Waterways 
Regulation Program for public viewing, by 

appointment only, at tne address below 

Written comments must be addressed to 
MassDEP's Waterways Regulation Program, 

436 Dwight Street, Springfield, MA 01103 

Bringing Peace to Tired Muscles 
From yard work, shoveling or exercise, 

Stiff neck or Plantar Fasciitis? 

Open every day1 10 to 6 

s1av 
tuned! 

(978)544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 

Let me help 

Gretchen Wetherby LMT 

www.gretchenwetherbymassagetherapy.com 
14 Bridge St. Millers Falls & 5 State St. Suite 6 Shelbume Falls 

gretchenwlmt@gmail.com 413-824-7063 

&OOKMZLL 
WoJri;t~i !f351 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 
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PAPER 
Week ofFebruaiy 5 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

OOPERATIVE 

~lly OWned Since 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfiel 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

"It's Just a stone's throro from re.atfty.' 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer -Wine - Liquor 

MON -SAT 7-9i SUNDAYS-8 
978-54q-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

E;1 t [11 or Ta.ke Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS. 

SOFT TACOS1 
QUESAD ILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 O Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am· 9 pm 

TFHS SPORTS from page A 1 

100-yard backstroke (119.87) and 
the 100-yard freestyle (I 08.19); 
Whittier the 100-yard breaststroke 
(119 .17) and the 50-yard freestyle 
(29.13). 

Boys Swimming 
TFHS 45 - Renaissance 27 

In the boys meet, Renaissance 
edged Blue by 7 points while the 
Powe1town Girls took their meet 
45-27. 

Cameron Bradley took first in 
two events. He won the 100-yard 
butterfly in 101.89 and the 100-yard 
backstroke in 106.25. Nik Martin 
had the pool to himself in the 200-
yard IM and finished in 2:48.69, and 
Nick Taylor won the 50-yard free­
style in 26.83. 

Powe1town's other first place 
came in the 400-yard freestyle re­
lay; R. Hall, Tommy Hall, Bradley 
and Taylor won the race in 5:08.47. 

The team finished second in the 
200-yard relay, medley, and free­
style, and Turners' last point came 
off a third place finish in the I 00-
yard breaststroke. 

Although the regular season is 
over for the swim teams, this Sahu­
day swimmers who made a time cut 
- Taylor and Bradley for the boys, 
Tyler, Whittier, Wheeler and the re­
lay team for the girls - will compete 
in the Fast Chance Meet at West 
Springfield High School. 

Boys Basketball 
Belchertown 79 - TFHS 72 
TFHS 53-Mohawk 16 
Smith Academy 69 - TFHS 68 

On Janua1y 23, the boys' bas­
ketball team played an away game 
against the Belche1town Black Ori­
oles. The game was close in the first 
qua1ter, but the Birds had a double­
digit lead, 38-27, at the half. In the 
third period, Belchertown stretched 
their lead to 62-46. 

Powe1town scored 27 points 
in the final stanza, but it wasn't 
enough, as Belche1town took the 
game 79-72. 

Tyler Lavin led Blue with 16 
points, while Jimmy Vaughn and 
Anthony Peterson both had 15-
point nights. Javoni Williams (11), 
Chase Novak (8), Jon Fritz and Jo­
vanni Ruggiano ( 4 each), and Ryan 
Kucenski (2) also scored. 

On January 25, Blue traveled up 
the Trail to play the Mohawk War­
riors. Just a couple of years ago, 
these teams were playing deep in 
the playoffs, but this year Mohawk, 
especially, has had a rough go. 
Coming into Thursday's game, they 
were 1-10, with 10 points or less in 
two games. The atmosphere at this 
game was genial, and fans were free 
to cheer for both teams, regardless 
of allegiance. 

Wonderful steals and great pass­
es helped Powe1town take an early 
lead, which they never relinquished. 
At the end of the first half, Williams 
hit a 3-pointer to put Blue up 36-12. 
Turners outscored the Mohawks 15-
0 in the third, though in the fomth, 
Mohawk outscored Turners 4-2, for 
a final score of 53-16. 

After a four-game road trip, the 
boys returned home on Monday to 
host the Purple Falcons of Smith 
Academy. After an exciting JV 
game which wasn't decided until 
the final buzzer, the crowd settled in 
to watch the varsity teams. 

The first half was painful for 
Blue. With Powe1town clogging up 
the paint, Purple was forced to go 
for 3-pointers - and they sunk them. 
Then they began hitting inside shots, 
too. The score was 20-10 after one 
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full, and 42-27 at the half. 
In the third Smith stretched the 

margin to 48-30, but Turners didn't 
give up. Peterson scored 6 straight 
points, and Lavin put in 2 himself. 
But at the buzzer, S1nith sunk an­
other 3, and going into the final 
stanza, they were back up by 13 
points, 51-38. 

The fomth qua1ter was wild. 
Smith seemed to have the game in 
hand, but Turners just wouldn't lie 
down. At 2 minutes 16 seconds re­
maining, Smith was up 67-51. But 
then Novak scored a basket, fol­
lowed by 3-pointers from Lavin and 
Vaughn, making the score 67-59 
with I :37 left. 

An intentional foul made it a I 0-
point game, but Vaughn hit another 
3 to make the score 69-62. A steal 
and a Lavin 3 put the score at 69-65 
with 29.8 left. Another quick foul 
put a S1nithy at the line, but he came 
up empty. Tm11ers got the rebound, 
moved quickly up comt and Novak 
hit another 3-pointer to make it a 
I-point game with 22. 7 seconds on 
the clock, and Purple in possession. 

A quick foul put S1nith on the 
line, but he came up empty again; 
Blue got the rebound, and coach 
Ga1y Mullins then called a quick 
time out. Turners inbom1ded from 
center comt, down by a point with 
I 0.5 seconds left. 

They passed the ball around 
the horn a few times before taking 
their last shot - off target, but the 
rebound was knocked out of bounds 
by Purple. With only .8 seconds left 
on the clock, Turners' final attempt 
came up empty, allowing the Acad­
emy to escape with a I-point win. 

Turners lived and died from the 
3- point line. With Williams out on 
injmy and Peterson in early foul 
trouble, they were forced to shoot 
from the outside. Vaughn hit an 
amazing five 3-pointers on his way 
to scoring 19 points; Lavin hit three, 
and totaled 18. 

Peterson worked the boards, 
scoring 12 of his 16 points inside. 
Novak scored 11 points off a 3-
pointer and four inside the arc, and 
Fritz and Kucenski also contributed 
2 points apiece. 

Girls Basketball 
Greenfield 82- TFHS 41 
Frontier 43 - TFHS 19 
TFHS 51 -Mccann 37 

On Janua1y 23, the girls' team 
traveled to Greenfield to face one of 
the best teams in western Mass. 

The game statted on an omi­
nous note: the Green cheerleaders, 
dressed in home white, did a ve1y 
competitive cheer right in the faces 
of the Blue Ladies and their fans. 
The night before, the Turners Boys 
had beaten Greenfield in a thrilling 
ove1time hea1tbreaker. Now it was 
time for the girls to go at it, and the 
whole gym empted in chanting and 
foot stomping. 

Although the crowds were ex­
tremely spirited, both coaches 
seemed to take the game in stride, 
dutifully giving their team cues 
and encouragement throughout the 
contest. 

On the comt, Green held a 4-2 
lead at 6:34 of the first period. Then 
the steals came. Green intercepted 
pass after pass extending their lead 
to 21-4. Blue managed to add 3 
points from the foul line but when 
the quaiter ended, the Waves held a 
28-7 lead. 

Greenfield extended that lead to 
34-7 as the second began, but then 
Blue made some mns. At the half­
time buzzer, the Fielders led 54-22. 

The only qua1ter that Tmners 
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Turners' Chase Novak goes up for a shot in the lane as Smith 
Academy's Max Battlett defends. Smith deflated Turners by a 

point after fending off an excitingjourth-quarter ral!J. 

won was the third, outscoring the 
Wavers 12-11. But in the fomth, 
Greenfield really poured it on, out­
scoring Turners by IO points and ex­
panding their lead to 39 points. With 
only seconds left to play, Greenfield 
went for their final shot. 

As the ball went in the hoop, 
giving Greenfield a 41-point lead, 
a foul was called. To the Power­
town fans, this seemed like insult 
on top of injmy, and Turners' coach 
seemed to echo their outrage. As the 
Green Girl went to the line, Coach 
Ted Wilcox called a time out. 

With about 8 seconds left in the 
time out, the refs told Tm11ers to go 
back on the court. Wilcox said "Sit," 
and his girls sat. When the buzzer 
som1ded, the refs again called Blue 
to the floor; Wilcox looked at them 
and said, ''Time Out." 

With a few seconds left in the 
second respite, the refs again ap­
proached the Turners Falls bench, 
telling them to get back on the floor. 
And again, Wilcox told his team to 
sit. When the buzzer sounded to 
end the second timeout, the refs 
again tried to get Blue back on the 
floor. Wilcox stood up, gave the 
time-out gesture, and said clearly, 
"Time Out." 

Chloe Ellis was the top scorer for 
Blue, scoring 12 points; Taylor Mur­
phy got 9 points, Dabney Rollins 8, 
while Maddy Chmyzinski scored 6. 
Abby Loynd hit a 3, and Hailey Bo­
gosz got 3 points at the line. 

Then on Janua1y 26, the girls 
hosted the Red Hawks of Frontier. 
Halfway through the first quai·­
ter, Turners held a 5-4 lead after a 
Chmyzinski 3-pointer. But that was 
it. For the entire rest of the half, 
Tmners came up empty, while Fron­
tier put up 21 of their own. 

Powe1town was able to score 
IO in the third, but Frontier had a 
39-15 lead going into the final act. 
Both defenses clamped down, each 
allowing just 4 points, for a final 
score of 43-19. 

Tmners' defense played well, but 
the offense couldn't buy a bucket. 
Many of the shots went in and back 
out of the hoop, with only seven 
landing in the entire game - Loynd, 
Rollins, Bogosz, Aliyah Sanders, 

Ellis, and Chmyzinski all hit 2-
pointers, and Chmyzinski an addi­
tional 3. The rest of Turners' points 
came at the foul line, from Karissa 
Fleming (2), Ellis (1), and Sarah 
Waldron (1). 

Then on Tuesday, Janua1y 30, 
the Blue Ladies overcame a poor 
second-quarter perfo1mance to de­
feat the Green Hornets of Mccann 
Tech. 

Turners opened the game with 
gusto. War-weaiyafterthetwo blow­
out losses, they were finally playing 
a team in their division. Blue passed 
the ball well in the opening period; 
the outside shots were landing, and 
they were beating Green on the 
boards. Turners snagged offensive 
rebound after offensive rebound be­
fore finally putting it in, and after a 
period, had more than doubled the 
Hornets' output at 16-7. 

Tech opened the second with a 3-
pointer, and Turners answered with 
a Rollins free throw and a Sanders 
rebound-and-hook. But for the rest 
of the quarter, though Turners con­
tinued their crisp passing, the in­
side game wasn't there, and Green 
began pulling down rebom1ds. The 
Hornets turned a 3-point barrage 
into an incredible 17-2 mn, with 
both of Blues' points on Chmyzin­
ski foul shots. 

Powe1town went into the locker 
room at the half down 27-21, but 
they came out on fire. Sanders hit 
another 2-point hook with seconds 
on the shot clock, Loynd put in a lay­
up, and after a monster 3-pointer, 
Turners was up 28-27. Both teams 
had some great steals in the third. 
The game stayed close for a while, 
but as the fouls piled up, as Ellis be­
gan owning the boards, Powe1town 
methodically pulled ahead to lead 
37-31 going into the fomth. 

Mccann and their pesky 3-point­
ers na1rnwed the gap to 39-37 with 
3:38 to play, but then Blue made 
a run of their own, outscoring the 
Hornets 12-0 in the closing min­
utes to seal a 51-37 victo1y. Five 
Turners girls accounted for all 51 
points: Chmyzinski (19), Rollins 
(11), Sanders (8), Ellis (7), 

and Loynd (6). II 
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BARRY P AlNTING 
Interior and Exterior House Painting' 

Mark Barry 

• markbany8@gmai1.com 

413-325-4470°0 

4l3-774-5077 

, fi-ee Estimates/ Fully Insured 
·189 Chapman Street 
Greenfield MA 01301 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 

Frank J. Dudek 

413.863.5394 - Office 
413. 775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

"""' 
• • • ,; .. ,j-~ 
MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 
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as a walking skeleton.” At 19, his 
mother Mary returned to the US 
from visiting parents in Poland in 
1914, crossing war-torn Germany 
during WWI with her 2-year-old 
(also named Mary) through trenches, 
hitching rides on trains with the en-
emy – German soldiers. Cash-poor, 
she stowed away on a Dutch freight-
er to New York. Discovered, she was 
charged $10; daughter, free.

Parzych the Excavator
His business, Parzych Excavat-

ing, was a tangible manifestation 
of his ability to figure things out, 
get them working, and keep them 
working, using his standby trial-by-
fire method. Some might call him 
fearless. 

“I got along good with all the 
customers. The rivals – other peo-
ple in the same business – would 
have no work, and I was swamped 
with it. I did as good a job as I could 
do in as little time as possible. The 
phone was ringing off the hook, 
including from other contractors,” 
says Parzych, now 88. “When I first 
went into business, I didn�������� ’������� t know 
anybody, and no one knew me.” 

He solved that by sending out a 
postcard mailing to plumbers using 
a hand-stenciling machine obtained 
from a Northfield resident to sten-
cil addresses. Though no plumbers 
called, “Someone handed a post-

card to Peter Mackin [of Mackin 
Construction], saying ‘here���������  ’��������  s a new 
competitor.���������  �������������  ’ ������� �������������  He wasn�������������  ’������������  t afraid of 
competitors,” says Parzych.

Mackin hired Parzych to dig a 
trench along the Route 2A tree belt 
in Greenfield with his little tractor 
backhoe, as Mackin���������������  ’��������������  s backhoe was 
too big. “There wasn���������������  ’��������������  t room enough 
between the sidewalk and curb, but 
mine was perfect,” Parzych remem-
bers. 

“Peter was entranced with me, 
and sent me to Westover to clear for 
dormitories. I had this truck mount-
ed backhoe called a Hopto,” or a 
Hydraulically Operated Power Take 
Off digger, invented by Minnesota’s 
Daniel F. Przybylski. “The truck 
was so old, it should have been in 
a museum.”

Besides four control levers, 
the Hopto had four foot pedals 
“that were impossible to use, but 
I changed them, so that gave me a 
50% increase in cycling,” enhanc-
ing his one-man-bandship.

When he arrived at Westover Air 
Force Base to dig holes for the 10-
by-10-foot concrete piers for five 
dormitories, the superintendent said 
he couldn������������������������    ’�����������������������    t give him the excavat-
ing job because Peter Mackin had 
a brand new Gradall (price tag: 
$36,000), and “people will laugh 
when they see that machine of 
yours.” (The Hopto cost Parzych 
$1,500.) The Gradall required a 
truck driver and excavator runner.

“I said, ‘At the very least, give 
me a chance, try me out!������������� ’ ����������� He agreed, 
before dismissing me summarily. 
‘We��������������������������������       ’�������������������������������       ll line the two of you up, and 
whoever digs the stumps, gets the 
job.��������������������������������      ’ ������������������������������     I started digging like a mani-
ac,” recalls Parzych. 

He had had a welder weld a 
straight piece of metal across the 
teeth of his Hopto����������������   ’���������������   s bucket so it 
wouldn��������������������������������      ’�������������������������������      t dig in and disturb the soil, 
as they had an issue with soil com-
paction. “If you dig too deep, you 
have to compact it,” he said.

The Gradall scooped out huge 
amounts of earth. Though achiev-
ing square sides, their hole ends 
were scooped out, so they couldn���’��t 
achieve a vertical wall. “They 
put guys in the hole to test it, but 
it wouldn�������������������������     ’������������������������     t pass. They had to buy 
beach sand to replace the com-
pactables.”

Guiding his Hopto, Parzych dug 
at precisely the desired depth and 
width, five holes to their two. “I was 
digging nice neat holes and the su-
perintendent came up and said, ‘You 
have the job.��’”

They sent him to another job 
where a Gradall operator had pulled 
up a huge telephone cable con-
nected to Westover AFB������������ ’����������� s mountain 
site. Rather than get off the Gradall, 
the operator broke it.

Mackin helped Parzych and oth-
er startup businesses. “A guy start-
ing off is working as cheap as he 
can,” Parzych explains. “I was close 
to broke. The deal I made with him 
was to supply me with gasoline. He 
had a tanker on the job to supply 
his trucks. I didn������������������   ’�����������������   t have any money 
to buy gas for a month before I got 
paid.” 

Paid hourly, Parzych worked 
from 7 a m. until it got dark. “Mack-
in didn������������������������������     ’�����������������������������     t believe I was working that 
many hours. I was working to beat 
the band when I spotted this car 
pulling up. I knew it was Mackin; 
I ignored him and kept on working 
wide open.” 

Working “wide open” – mean-
ing with the engine revved up as far 
as it will go; the fuel wouldn������ ’����� t be 
completely burned and would ig-
nite, causing flames to ��������������  shoot out�����  the 
exhaust pipe.

“Working wide open had burned 
the exhaust valves so the pipe was 
red hot – the exhaust pipe was only 
a couple of feet behind me, no cab 
on this thing. He got out and came 
over, said he wanted to talk to me. I 

said, ‘I really appreciate you com-
ing to talk to me, but I got to get this 
section done, or else the carpenters 
won������������������������������      ’�����������������������������      t have anything to do in the 
morning.���’” 

The following day, Mackin in-
formed personnel that he had driven 
all the way to Westover to talk to 
Parzych and Parzych had dismissed 
him.

A mechanical Superman, only 
with a better sense of humor, Par-
zych answered the call to rescue 
other disasters. He was sent to a 
trenching job in Brattleboro, where 
installing a water main kept getting 
slowed down because “the operator 
kept breaking any pipe he came to: 
water line, live sewer, waste gush-
ing out into the trench, making an 
awful mess.”

As soon as Parzych saw differ-
ently colored soil on the sides of 
trenches he slowed down, to Houdi-
ni-ize out the soil as carefully as 
possible, then ask the other laborer 
to uncover invisible pipe. “They 
were amazed I had sensed the pipe 
was there. They thought I was a 
magician,” Parzych recalled. This 
worked even with clay tile. They 
were able to put down the water 
main, and move right along.

A Family Man
His Achilles heel, and his 

strength, is his family. He married 
Edna (Carleton) in 1952. He treated 
his children – Deborah (Debbie), 
Joann (a school teacher), Joseph M. 
(retired from working on computers 
in the President�������������   �������’������������   �������s office at UMass) 

Postcard used in postcard mailing to 
jumpstart Parzych Excavating.

Top: Joe’s parents, Mary and Joseph Parzych, at their farm in Gill. 
Above: Joseph A. Parzych astride his faithful Hopto.

Joseph A. Parzych and Edna, in the summer of  1953.
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and Christine – with kindness and 
respect, and was their friend, not 
their detractor. In adulthood, Deb-
bie (Parzych) Lambert, in 2005, and 
Joann (Parzych) Olsen, in 2015, 
died from complications of breast 
cancer.

Christine was born with multiple 
severe handicaps. At six months, in 
Boston Children�����������������  ’����������������  s Hospital, doc-
tors advised her parents to take her 
home as she had developed found-
ling syndrome and was not expect-
ed to live beyond two weeks. With 
the persevering love of her parents, 
her siblings, and Parzych����������� ’���������� s ability 
to configure a child-������� ��������size����������� d exercise 
machine to allow her to move her 
limbs with range-of-motion exer-
cises, she outlived all expectations, 
and is now 52.

As a child, Debbie insisted on 
accompanying Parzych on some 
of his excavating jobs. Later, she 
became a civil engineer, and knew 
how to read blueprints and shoot 
grades with a transit level. She was 
the last to be interviewed out of 84 
applicants to manage six landfills, 
each about 1,000 acres, surround-
ing King County in Seattle, Wash-
ington. 

Given 20 minutes rather than the 
slated two hours, and a set of drain-
age blueprints for a housing project 
with many streets, she was asked 
what was wrong with it. “Nothing, 
except the last pipe is too small.” 

They asked how she knew that, 
and she answered, “Because 
I laid pipes before, with my 
Dad.”   
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.PARZYCH EXCAVATING CO, 
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PRESSURE 

Truck-mounted hydraulic Back­
hoe. 
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• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
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• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 d;1ys a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

-POWER TOWN 
A P A R T M [ N T S 

152 Avenue A - Turners Falls, MA - 01376 
(413) 863-9433 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
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1-2-3BEDROOMS ~ 

Shannon Madigan - Property Manager 6 1.5.J 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

House-Mover 
Deeined Unlikely 

To Materialize 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The only person officially 
scheduled to attend the Wendell 
selectboard's Janua1y 24 meeting 
was Steve Bouvier of Holyoke Gas 
and Electric Company. He came to 
introduce himself and HG&E to 
the selectboard, and to give board 
members a draft copy of an inter­
governmental agreement between 
HG&E and Wendell for consulting 
on the constmction of a town-wide 
fiberoptic network. 

HG&E would provide a state­
ment of work for each phase of the 
project, and would charge $145 an 
hour for their work. The first phase 
is to examine the spreadsheets and 
business plan of WiredWest, and 
the financial plan from Crocker, 
estimated to take from three to 
five hours. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard asked that he email a copy to 
town coordinator Nancy Aldrich. 

Light Plant 
Before Bouvier's scheduled 

time, the board took care of sever­
al sho1t agenda items. They chose 
Tuesday, Febmruy 27 as the date 
for a special town meeting. They 
expect to have the wanant ready to 
sign and post at their next sched­
uled meeting, Febmruy 7, so it can 
be posted two weeks in advance 
without their having to come into 
the office an extra time in order to 
sign and post it two weeks ahead 
of the special town meeting's date. 

As prut of that wa1rnnt they dis­
cussed the petitioned ruticle for 
an elected Municipal Light Plant 
(MLP), the body that would over­
see operation of the broadband net­
work when it is in place. 

Massachusetts General Law al­
lows either an elected MLP or an 
MLP made up of the selectboard. 
The town created its MLP as an 
early necessruy step in the process 
of building the network. At the 
time, no extra work was required, 
and the three selectboard members 
took those unpaid positions. Now, 
their feeling as a group is that they 
do not want the added job once the 
network is established - but also 
that creating a distinct MLP at this 
point is premature. 

Board chair Christine Heard 
and member Jeoffrey Pooser ru·e 
both on the broadband constmc­
tion committee, and selectboard 
member Dan Keller is on the op­
erations committee. They feel that 
changing to an elected MLP now, 
in the eru·ly stages of constmction, 
would be equivalent to changing 
horses midstream. 

As a group, they would post­
pone the election of a new MLP to 
May 2019. They discussed the im­
plications of putting on the wanant 
an a1ticle to elect the MLP in 2019, 
or in amending the petitioned ar­
ticle at the town meeting 

Heru·d said that the cmTent se­
lectboard wants an elected MLP, 
and that the broadband committee 
"does not have a single voice" on 
when that elected MLP should be 
created. 

Pooser suggested a third possi­
bility: that the selectboard remain 

the MLP, but if it seems necessa1y, 
they can appoint either a manager 
or a three-member MLP to serve 
until the next election. 

Community Solar 
Reporting from her conversa­

tion with town counsel about the 
town-owned house and prope1ty at 
97 Wendell Depot Road, Aldrich 
said the first step is to transfer the 
property from the treasurer to the 
selectboard. Then the selectboard 
will have the option to create a lease 
with the group proposing a commu­
nity solru· project there, issuing them 
a license, or to put out an RFP. 

The transfer would also allow 
the town to develop a PILOT (Pay­
ment in Lieu of Taxes) agreement 
with solru· group, and reduce the 
taxes on the solru· panels from per­
sonal prope1ty excise tax to a level 
that would allow the venture to 
supp01t itself. 

Fin com member Al Maclntire 
said he walked through the house 
at 97 Wendell Depot Road with 
a contractor, who saw that varied 
wood - not just chestnut - was 
used in the building. The contrac­
tor liked the framing, but said there 
is not much market for taking the 
house down now and reassembling 
it somewhere more attractive. 

Swift River School 
Assessor Chris Wings has asked 

for a money managers' meeting 
soon. The town is closing in on its 
levy limit, its levy ceiling, and the 
Swift River School request went 
up $100,000 for the next fiscal 
yeru·, after a $150,000 increase for 
the current year. 

In a conversation outside and 
after the meeting, Maclntire said 
that he felt the school is being pun­
ished for providing good services. 
He said people move to town be­
cause the school offers an expen­
sive se1vice that their children 
need, that the state mandates. The 
state gives no extra money to com­
pensate for that expense, and for a 
small school and a small town, the 
extra cost comes as a big hit. 

Swift River School principal 
Kelly Sullivan asked for, and re­
ceived, the selectboard's pe1mis­
sion to hold a "winter wanner" 
bonfire at the school during the 
first week ofFebma1y. She already 
had the fire chief's approval. 

Sullivan also repo1ted that so­
dium and chloride levels in the 
school's water supply have been 
dropping since April. 

Other Business 
The Upper Pioneer Valley Vet­

erans' Services District sent Wen­
dell an outline of a tax abatement 
program for veterans, created by 
the 2012 Valor Act. 

Under the progrrun, some of the 
tax owed by a veteran could be off­
set by other citizens making volu11-
ta1y contributions toward their tax 
payment. A veteran could also pay 
off some of his or her tax debt in 
work for the town. 

Aldrich said that the UPVVSD 's 
director, TimothyNiejadlik, is will­
ing to come to a meeting to explain 
the progrrun in more detail. 
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at this time," Hubert told the Report­
er after the meeting, adding that he 
felt last week's executive-session 
contract discussion was "more of a 
presentation than a negotiation." 

"We could have had a year to dis­
cuss that," he said. "I ce1tainly be­
lieve in a lot of the things that he's 
doing, and I suppo1t him. That was 
not a lack of confidence vote against 
him, as to the job that he's perfonn­
ing - it was more a lack of confi­
dence vote in the process." 

"I enjoy working with him," Hu­
bert added. 

Sullivan's sala1y for FY' 17 was 
$140,000, and he took a 1.5% raise, 
matching teachers' cost of living 
adjustments, to $142,100 for the 
current school year. Under the new 
agreement, he will make $150,000 
in FY'l9, remaining eligible for in­
creases thereafter. 

A 2015 study conducted by 
WWLP fom1d that the average salary 
for school superintendents in west­
ern Massachusetts was $138,863, 
and the average statewide was 
$161,133. (Adjusted for consumer 
price index inflation, these figures 
ru·e equivalent to $145,789 and 
$169,170 this yeru·, respectively.) 

Continuity Sought 
"I'm also a parent in the dis­

trict," said Cassie Damkoehler 
of Montague before the vote, "so 
my decision tonight is going to be 
based a lot on that, ru1d what I see 
happening in the schools cmTently 
- what's going on, and what I want 
to see continue." 

Chair Timmie Smith, of Gill, cit­
ed two major grants the district has 
recently been awarded: a state "ef­
ficiency and regionalization" grant, 
to study oppo1tunities to share re­
sources with Franklin Technical 
School and Pioneer Valley districts; 
and a $200,000 grant from the Ban 
Foundation, aimed at redesigning 
Tmners Falls High School toward a 
"competency-based"modelin which 
students would be able to tailor indi­
vidual education plans toward their 
particular post-graduation goals. 
"We all wished to move fo1ward 
with these grants m1der Dr. Sulli­
van's stewardship," she said. 

Leslie Cogswell of Montague 

said that she had spoken about Sul­
livan with specialists from the state 
Department of Elementary and Sec­
ondruy Education eru·lier this month, 
who were conducting an accom1t­
ability review of Gill-Montague 
schools, including their leadership 
and governance. 

"A lot of [their] questions were 
about the relationship between the 
superintendent and us," she said. 
"The feedback we got from them 
was - in pa1ticulru·, one gentleman, 
he said exactly what we were think­
ing ... He said, 'tie him up.' My sen­
timents exactly." 

"I'm thrilled that this is happen­
ing, and that we're able to keep this 
superintendent on track," said Lang­
knecht, adding that he was speaking 
as "somebody who's been through 
it a bm1ch of times, and has seen 
what the options ru·e - and has seen 
what happens when superintendents 
come in and use this district as a 
stepping stone." 

"I'm not going to presume to 
speak for eve1y member of the 
community and how they feel," he 
concluded, "but as someone who's 
elected to oversee the best interest 
of the district, that's why I'm voting 
for this contract." 

After the vote was taken, Sul­
livan thanked the committee mem­
bers for their suppo1t. "When I was 
hired five years ago, I told you all 
I'd be interested in staying here for 
the long tem1, and I meant it," he 
said. "I'm excited, with your sup­
port, to want to stay until I retire." 

Mascot Missed 
The meeting began on a more 

rancorous note. Christopher Pi­
nardi, a Montague Center resident 
and a leader of the "Save the TF In­
dians Logo" group, addressed the 
committee during the public com­
ment period. 

The group's page on Facebook 
refers to Sullivan, who last Febm­
aiy supp01ted the committee's deci­
sion to discontinue the high school's 
longtime "Indian" mascot, as "weak 
and ineffective," "the not so Super," 
and "clearly driving this district into 
the grom1d," ai1d features an image of 
him edited to add a red clown nose. 

"What you have tonight is a laine­
duck session which is essentially 
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passing legislation, for lack of a bet­
ter word, and kind of forcing it down 
the community's throat," Pinardi 
said. "It speaks volumes for how you 
perceive the community, and how 
you perceive your positions on this 
board, whether it's from Mike Sul­
livan forcing your hand ... " 

"Point of order: This is out of 
order," Langknecht cut in. "It's an 
open complaint; it's accusatory, it's 
insulting ... " 

"It's not a complaint at all," Pi­
nai·di replied. "It's a statement about 
what you're doing." 

Smith, the chair, began to speak 
but Pinardi inte1rupted. "Tiimnie, 
this is ai1 open chance for me to speak 
on what you're decidii1g tonight," 
he said, ai1d made for the door, then 
doubled back. "This is precisely why 
four of your boai·d members will be 
voted out," he said, beginnillg to 
shout. "Precisely why. These kind of 
ai1tics ai·e ridiculous." 

"Please take the seat," Smith 
said. "You may continue ... " 

The two argued back and fo1th. 
"This gentleman told me I was out 
of line, and you told me to stop," Pi­
nai·di said. "This is exactly what this 
committee is known for!" 

"No," she replied. "I'm ask­
ing you to stop the dialogue, and 
continue with your statement, and 
please try not to personalize it - " 

"I'm not going to gratify you 
with that. What I came to say ob­
viously isn't what you folks want 
to hear," Pinardi contiimed. "Have 
your vote in a lrune-duck session, 
jam it down the town's throat as you 
have eve1ythii1g else! And iii May, 
the town will speak, and four of you 
will be out on your asses!" 

"I will not tolerate that language, 
sir," Smith said, as Pinardi slrumned 
the meeting room door behii1d him. 

"There are people who associ­
ate me with a single decision that 
they're unhappy about," Sullivan 
later observed, "and all I can do is 
keep workii1g hru·d .... There's a lot 
bigger, and more iinportant things, 
than just one decision here." 

The school committee's next reg­
ular meetii1g will be held Tuesday, 

Febmruy 13 at 6:30 p.m. at II:-' 
Tmners Falls High School. ~ 

Let's Take A Look At Those Feet 
GREENFIELD - FootCare by Nurses will hold 

two free info1mational sessions about preventing foot 
problems ru1d how to care for them on Saturday, Feb­
ma1y IO at their office at 63 French King Highway #7 
in Greenfield. The first session will be held from 9 to 
11 a.m., and the second from noon to 2 pm. 

knowledge with our patients so they can take better 
care of their feet at home." 

Kate recognizes that many people enjoy pedicures 
and says that there are many reputable salons that pro­
vide these good beauty solutions. However, she thinks 
that sometimes, especially when there ai·e other health 
issues, that we all need a little more help and guidruice. Both sessions will include discussions about the 

kinds of discomfo1t and pain our feet can suffer from 
improper shoe and sock fit, as well as managing feet 
affected by health problems like diabetes, cancer, and 
chronic illnesses. While walk-ins are welcome, an 
RSVP is appreciated. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring their shoes and concerns. No condition, or wony 
about discomfo1t, should be ignored. 

Kate Clayton-Jones, fom1der ofFootCare by Nurses, 
holds a Masters in Nursing from UMass-Amherst and 
is certified as a foot cai·e nurse through the Wound, Os­
tomy and Continence Nurses Society (WOCN) and the 
American Association of Foot Care Nurses (AAFCN). 

Kate created FootCare by Nurses because in her 
nursing cai·eer she has seen how mru1y patients suffer 
not only discomfort related to their foot health, but 
pain that limits activities and can lead to more serious 
health problems. 

Kate says, "Feet are ve1y complicated, with over 
26 bones and more than I 00 muscles, ligrunents, and 
tendons that can be hurt or dainaged. They are also 
what the rest of the body stru1ds on. 

"I sta1ted this business because I saw ru1 m1met 
need. It is my goal to provide evidence-based pre­
ventative care and to go above and beyond by sharing 

While FootCru·e by Nurses doesn't paint nails, they 
do enhru1ce the health and beauty of feet and nails. 
They also end every session with a Reflexology­
based, circulation-enhancing massage that sends men 
and women home with rosy cheeks and full smiles. 

Staited in the fall of 2015, FootCru·e by Nurses now 
ii1cludes six Board Ce1tified Foot Cru·e nurses besides 
Kate. As well as meeting patients in the Greenfield 
office in the rear of the Village Shops, they also of­
fer home visits ru1d regulai· clinics at senior centers, 
councils on aging, and other venues around western 
Massachusetts. 

Appointments at senior centers and councils on ag­
ii1g are made directly through those programs. Foot­
Care by Nurses is also the foot care provider for Life­
Path and WestMass ElderCru·e. 

Their certified nurses can be found at the senior 
centers in Northampton, Conway, Easthrunpton, Ber­
nardston, Greenfield, Shelburne, Leverett, Shutesbmy, 
Wendell, Gardner, Sterling, and Prii1ceton, as well as 
the Rockridge Retirement Co1mnunity. 

For more info1mation, see WlVlv.FootCarebyNurs­
es.net, call (413) 367-8369, or email Contact@Foot­
CarebyNurses.net. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
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(fonnerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 
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Gill: (413) 863,5730 
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notes FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Public Works Facility Proposal 
Draws a Crowd in Montague Center
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Place your business card here (12 Week Minimum) Call 863-8666!

By JEFF SINGLETON

The Montague Selectboard held 
its January 29 meeting “on the 
road” at the community meeting 
room at the Montague Center Fire 
Station. “We’re trying to travel 
around town a little bit throughout 
the year,” said chair Rich Kukle-
wicz. “This is our visit to Mon-
tague Center.”

This was a well-attended meet-
ing, with most of the twenty-five res-
idents drawn to a public hearing on a 
proposed new $11.1 million facility 
for the Department of Public Works. 

The hearing began with a pre-
sentation by Ken Morin, the chair 
of the public works facility plan-
ning committee. Morin said that the 
committee has been meeting since 
2015, and initially considered three 
options: renovate the current DPW 
building; move into an existing 
building which had been renovated; 
or build a new structure. “Doing 
nothing was not an option for this 
committee,” he noted. 

Eventually, the committee de-
cided a new facility was needed. At 
first, the plan was to construct a new 
garage at the former burn dump on 
Sandy Lane behind Judd Wire. “It 
could fit in there,” said Morin, “but 
once you started doing some con-
tingencies and there had been some 
drilling going on there, there were 
issues with that site.” 

The planning committee settled 
on 22 acres of land south of the pub-
lic safety complex on Turners Falls 
Road. This land had once been re-
stricted due to the presence of endan-
gered species, but the state changed 
its policy “for some reason,” said 
Morin. “We’re looking at about five 
acres of that for this new facility.”

Morin then discussed the $11.1 
million price tag, “a subject that 
everybody’s eyebrows lift when 
we bring it up.” He emphasized 
the potential danger of putting ve-
hicles into a smaller building: “With 
25,000 [square] feet, this building 
would store 21 vehicles. So you 
could literally drive in, work on the 

vehicles, and go out without shuf-
fling around. Now, there’s about fif-
teen vehicles in a maze down [at the 
current garage].”

Morin stated that the annual cost 
to taxpayers of funding the new fa-
cility would be $75 per $100,000 in 
assessed valuation. According to an 
information sheet handed out at hear-
ing, that would amount to just under 
$150 in annual taxes for the “average 
house value in Montague.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, John Reynolds 
of Montague Center noted that the 
town had a number of other proj-
ects, including a new library and 
a new senior center, waiting in the 
wings. “I’m looking at the price of 
this thing,” he said, “and wondering 
what the impact will be on funding 
these future projects?”

Town planner Walter Ramsey 
said that the capital improvements 
committee had determined that the 
public works facility should be the 
town’s priority. He also estimated 
that debt payments for the pub-
lic safety complex, built in 2009, 
would end in 2027. “That’s a ways 
off,” he said, “but we need to start 
somewhere.” 

“Basically, you’re saying we are 
going to procrastinate on these other 
two projects,” said Reynolds. 

“Yes,” Ramsey responded. 
“Well, people should know that,” 

said Reynolds.
Bruce Young, who serves on 

the planning board, said he was in 
agreement that new facilities were 
needed for the DPW administration, 
but “we are at the bottom third of 
the state for median household in-
come... I feel like it could be cut, to 
have the storage and everything else 
outside, for half the price. Then we 
can move ahead with the library, the 
senior center – whatever we need.” 

Morin said the cost of the facility 
had been reduced. “We’re trying to 
be realistic about what this town can 
afford,” he said.

Another resident expressed con-
cerns about trucks coming in and 
out of the new facility: “Have you 

done a traffic study? That’s a bad in-
tersection there and now you’ve got 
all these trucks coming in...” 

Morin estimated that with the 
stop sign on the corner of Turn-
ers Falls and Turnpike roads, cars 
would be going, at most, twenty-
five or thirty miles an hour.

Millers Falls resident Jeanne 
Golrick asked if the DPW could 
publish a list of their equipment on 
the town website. “I suppose we 
could do that,” responded DPW su-
perintendent Tom Bergeron. 

Golrick also asked if the vote on 
the planning committee to support 
this proposal was unanimous, to 
which the response was “yes.”

Other Business
The public hearing ended after 

forty-five minutes, but the discus-
sion continued in the fire station 
lobby for the duration of the regular 
selectboard meeting. 

Meanwhile, the selectboard 
unanimously voted to recommend 
all seven articles on the upcom-
ing town meeting warrant. These 
included a lengthy amendment to 
the town’s zoning bylaws regulat-
ing the locations of various kinds of 
marijuana sales and production es-
tablishments. The warrant also con-
tains an article allowing a 3% local 
sales tax on cannabis. 

This meeting, which will take 
place February 15 at the Shea The-
ater, will be the first of two special 
town meetings this winter. The sec-
ond is scheduled for mid-March, and 
will focus on the proposed garage.

The board voted to appoint 
Christopher Rice, who was inter-
viewed the previous week, as the 
new town building inspector. Rice 
will replace current inspector Da-
vid Jensen, but there will be an 
overlap of several weeks between 
the two, and Jensen plans to remain 
available for consultation until the 
end of the fiscal year. 

The special town meeting war-
rant recommended by the select-
board would appropriate $13,250 
to finance the building inspectors’ 

transition. 
A letter to the Greenfield De-

partment of Public Works express-
ing interest in exploring a regional 
wastewater anaerobic digester was 
approved by the board. The digester 
would potentially process sludge 
currently being trucked from the 
Montague wastewater plant to a fa-
cility in Lowell.

The board also voted to express 
Montague’s interest in joining a 
new Pioneer Valley Mosquito Con-
trol District. The request was made 
by health director Gina McNeely.

The board voted to approve an 
agreement with AccessPlus Com-
munications to connect an internet 
cable from the senior center on Fifth 
Street to the Center for New Ameri-
cans classroom and office on Ave-
nue A, allowing that organization to 

connect to a state network.
A request by planner Walter 

Ramsey to execute a $5,000 grant 
from the state Cultural Council was 
approved by the board. Ramsey said 
the money would primarily be de-
voted to improved signage in the 
Turners Falls Cultural District. 

The board also voted to reduce 
the scope of work for the Rutters 
Park renovation in Lake Pleasant, 
which should also reduce the cost 
of the project.

Finally, the board granted the 
real estate agent Mark Abramson 
the power to sell additional town 
property in the industrial park to the 
theater company Ja’Duke. A related 
tax agreement with Ja’Duke is on 
the special town meeting warrant, 
as recommended by the board. 

known as hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, Kevin’s moth-
er, Susan Canning, was inspired to create a foundation 
to promote heart screenings for young people, trainings 
in hands-only CPR, and defibrillators for schools. 

The tragedy led to the founding of the KEVS Foun-
dation, and now to the work that Turners Falls High 
School staff and students will be doing during the next 
month to become prepared for heart emergencies. 

Graves posted on the large screen at the front of the 
auditorium a list of dates when CPR training would be 
available for students to attend. They were encouraged 
to use their GAP time to do the training. 

Next, with half-body forms lined up on the stage, 
four students, including Eliza Johnson, demonstrated 
the proper way to do CPR. The concept of “hands-
only” is that it is done without any breathing into the 
mouth of the unconscious person, but only with hand 
compressions to the chest. (The explanation was that 
if the victim was a family member or someone you 
knew personally, then putting your mouth on them 
would be appropriate, but it is not recommended with 
a stranger.)

In the question-and-answer portion, a question was 
raised about the risk of hurting the person with chest 
compressions. Graves said it was possible that CPR 
could cause a broken rib, but that this was a fair risk in 
saving a person’s life. 

He added that the state’s Good Samaritan laws pro-
tect people of good-faith intention against any litigation. 

“The purpose is to keep the person alive,” he said.
During the student demonstration, Graves explained 

the process involved. He emphasized the importance of 
calling 911 right away, but also starting CPR immedi-
ately. While one person does CPR another should go get 
the defibrillator, and it is preferable to have two people 
sharing the CPR so they don’t get tired. 

Graves suggested keeping rhythm to the beat of 
the Bee Gees song “Stayin’ Alive,” which he thought 
maybe some students were too young to know, but 
was the perfect song to think of when doing CPR. 

Regular compressions at a steady beat are impor-
tant in order to keep the heart pumping blood until a 
defibrillator could be used to restart its normal func-
tion. Hopefully the police, stationed just down the 
road from the school, would arrive by that time, and a 
life would be saved. 

The students gathered at Tuesday morning’s assem-
bly seemed very interested. They asked good ques-
tions, and appeared to be eager to participate in the 
training being offered. 

It might seem unthinkable that young people die of 
sudden cardiac arrest, but according to the Center for 
Disease Control, 5,000 people between the ages of 15 
and 34 die annually from hypertrophic cardiomyopa-
thy, which causes sudden cardiac arrest. The condition 
is due to an abnormally enlarged heart, which can be 
identified with thorough screening. To learn about free 
cardiac screenings, which KEVS sponsors, 
visit www.kevsfoundation.com. 

cpr from page A1
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This wall-mounted box in the main lobby contains a defibrillator, one of  four that 
can now be found on the campus of  Great Falls Middle/Turners Falls High School. 
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DEFIBRILLATOR 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwarcl5 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding· Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

fully Insured With Workers Comp. ·Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM · , 
Wendell, !IIA • '• i 

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties'' -~f.$. 

Jamie Berger jamie.berger@gmail.com 413-326-1676 

Tutoring/editing/social-media Editing (academic and creative 
consulting/college counselling writing, communication of all sorts) 

Tutoring (SAT-ACT-TOEFL- College Counselling I 

GRE, any academic or 
creative writing) Public Speaking 

Social Media Campaigns (Facebook/Twitter/lnstagram) 
I 

BA Columbia; MA, CCNY; MFA, UMass [ 30 years experience at UMass, MCLA, 
NMH, CCNY, Pearson, The Princeton Review .... 1 Sliding scale, group tutoring rates 
available. 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVE$ 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a H1eek 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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Michael Gordon. His department had 
been planning to purchase a utility 
van during FY' 18 and a more costly 
dump tiuck for FY'l9, but he met 
with the capital improvement com­
mittee, and the new idea is to switch 
the two and seek funding for the 
dump tiuck by a special town meet­
ing a1ticle, "for timing reasons." 

"The bucks are IO to 12 months 
out" from delivery at this point, 
McCrory said, and ordering it ear­
lier would help Erving beat other 
towns. The Ford F550 is now 8 
years old and has been racking up 
maintenance costs. McCrory advo­
cated buying a stainless-steel body 
that will outlast the tiuck. The cost 
is expected to be about $110,000. 

Eiving's assessment to the FR­
COG is expected to rise dramati­
cally next year: from $40,935 to 
$52,397. Member town assess­
ments are based on equalized valu­
ation (EQV), and the sharp rise is a 
delayed consequence of the town's 
FY' 16 property assessments. 

"It's the way it is - that's the for­
mula," said Hammock. 

The town's rates with its employ­
ee health insurer, the Franklin Hamp­
shire Group Insurance Tmst, are also 
rising sharply this year. Bryan Smith 
said the town's burden would be 
much higher if copays weren't rising 
for staff. "It is what it is - we have to 
cany it," said Jacob Smith. 

Holmes wondered if statewide 
single-payer healthcare might be a 
better approach. "That would defi­
nitely change things," Bryan Smith 
replied. 

A new position to cover meal 

service at the senior center had been 
budgeted at $14/hour, but after a 
comparison with going rate at Life­
Path, has been reduced to $12/hour. 
Jacob Smith recommended it be 
budgeted at the higher rate. "I'm not 
encouraging that we start the salary 
range at that," he said. 

BembUiy agreed, Alt Johnson 
pointed out that more qualified peo­
ple might apply if the job paid more. 

Reviewing special town meeting 
items, the boards discussed a "cul­
ture and recreation" request from the 
library department for $1,800 to pur­
chase two additional laptops. Library 
director Barbara Friedman said a co­
hort of young teens were using the 
facilities to play Minecraft. 

Holmes said she wished they 
played board games such as Mo­
nopoly, and Johnson made a series 
of side comments about the town 
paying for young people's car-rac­
ing hobbies next, but in the end the 
fin com voted unanimously to rec­
ommend the item. 

The planning board is working 
on updates to zoning bylaws to ad­
dress marijuana businesses. They 
would need to hold a public hearing 
first, but it could go to a special town 
meeting in the last week of April. 

Johnson recommended people 
grow marijuana in the former Inter­
national Paper Mill. "I would have 
zero against it, if they could do it 
legit," he said. 

Other Business 
The board read out loud a letter 

from police chief Chris Blair com­
mending officer James Loynd, who 
responded to a call on the French 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

GABRIEL LEE MASON 
2/5/84 - 3/25/08 

Let me dose my eyes and surround 

my heart with memories of you 

King Bridge only to have a dis­
traught man pull a knife on him. 
Calling for backup, Loynd success­
fully de-escalated the situation and 
convinced him to accept transpor­
tation to a hospital. 

They reviewed an application to 
the FERC for the town to be granted 
intervenor status in the process to re­
view N01thfield Mountain's hydro li­
cense. "We do have a fiscal concern," 
Bryan Smith said. ''The renewal of 
the license, the capacity of the proj­
ect have a direct coll'elation to tax 
revenues ... We always will have 
a safety concem. It sits right above 
Farley, and it's a daily concern that 
if anything was to go wrong, we'd 
have to respond." 

The board's next meeting is 

scheduled for Febrnary 5. II 

Please let those memories remain 

strong with each year I go through 

Staying strong, holding back tears, 

reaching to crack a smile 

With all the joy you have given me 

it will surely last a while 

LOVING AND MISSING YOU, 

YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Soup & Games for 
''Peace in Place'' 

GREENFIELD - Come to Free 
Soup and Game Night this Monday, 
Febrnaiy 5, from 5 to 7 p.m. for an 
evening of fun, food, and games for 
a great cause! 

All proceeds from this month's 
event will benefit the work of 
Peace in Place, a new organization 
supporting higher education for 
the youngest smvivors of the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda, and working 
to build more peaceful communi­
ties in western Massachusetts. 

Peace in Place was founded by 
Ken Chartrand and Tara Panish, who 
first ti·aveled to Rwanda in 2015 as 
mentors under the State Department 
Professional Fellows Program. 

In addition to sti·engthening 
young Rwandans' access to higher 
education, the organization plans 
to bring community stakeholders 
from this area - including formerly 
incarcerated community members -
to experience peacebuilding, re­
storative justice, and conflict reso­
lution approaches in Rwanda. 

In addition to the regular· baked 
goods, crafted items from Rwanda 
will also be available for sale at 
Monday's event. Free Soup and 
Game Night is held at Hope and 
Olive Restaurant, 44 Hope Sti·eet, 
Greenfield. For more information, 
contact Ken at (413) 687-3854 or 
Tara at (860) 830-6222. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• Pizzas IN GOOD COMPANY 
Jeffrey Collura, D.M.:D. • Entrees A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE Cosmetic O('ntistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFal Is Dental.com 

Oftice Hours By Appointment 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Tttrnen Falls Tile 

~-
72 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

-SHA~11i CONSTRUCTION 

SuPP)!,Y Co. INC. 
"Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦ C 
obi~lete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 4 l 3-863-4322 

or8O2-579-180O 

www.shanohansupply.com 
and at our new location 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro 

• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpiepim.com 

21 Bank Row, GRd. 
413-475-:mo 

woodfired pizzeria 

e BlUf DRAGON APOTHfCARY ~ 
CUSTOM CRAFTED HERBAL PRODUCTS 

TRADITIONAL MEDICINES & HOLISTIC HEALTH 
OFFERING BODYWORK AND CONSULTATIONS 

RETAIL HOURS: TuE·fRI I 06; SAT I 0-4 

4 I 3·77.3•37 30. INFO@BLUEORAGONAPOTHECARY.COM 

I 58 M/',IN ST, SUITE IO GREENrlELO, MA O I .30 I 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 
Accepting New Snow Plowing Customers 

(within 5 miles of Montague Center) 

413.522.2563 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413--461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834- 7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 

Obear 
CONSTRUCTION 

413-367-6022 
www.obearconstruction.com 

Qr,'ri Jo/1n[Wll, C°Qpnr~o,'r 

Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
l.f I 'J-X6 •3. l)/ g6 • Gerilohn,on!1 Realtor.com 

Don't settle for Jess 
Choose a CRS (Cetfified RefidentJal Specialist) 
Only 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this Jffiti~ous desig,ia1ion. 
The CRS ~ my bi!dge of expertise and )'OUr shield ol 
.isstrance. Pu1 rour trust in the best to get lhe job dore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfooing. ,lwa~ choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ~rn1t n& /'i'f>l'IIN1M. 

Oz 

G~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

Rich flavors from around the world 
with a local state of mind. 

Thursdays - Fridays 5 to 9 PM 
Saturdays 11 AM to 9 PM 
Sundays 11 AM to 8 PM 

Brunch Saturday & Sunday 
11AMto3 PM 

413-863-0023 
50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 
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Objects in Montague's Roads: 6inirations ~hari 'tl .bovi 
A Police toe Retrospective of Contra <vanei and Music 

Compiled by EMILY ALLING Illustrations by NINA ROSSI 

Saturday, 10/12/ts 

2:16 p.m. Complaint of someone 
blowing leaves into roadway at 
Millers Falls Road and Turners pro xi -
Falls Road. mately six reflective 
Tuesday, 12/n/ts traffic ban-els around it, but now 
4:18 p.m. Caller who had been there are only a few left. Caller is 
blowing snow into road com- concerned that a motor vehicle 
plained that a DPW plow had could go into the hole. 
intentionally thrown snow onto Monday, 1/5/15 

himself and his neighbor. 2:40 p.m. Complaint that prop-
Friday, 2/21/14 ~ erty owner on Fourth Street 
8:11 a.m. Caller reported that a extension plows snow into the 
vehicle in front of him just hit roadway. 
the pothole on Unity Street Monday, 1/19/15 

and may have popped a tire. --~ 1 p.m. Caller expressing con-
Pothole found to be larger cem about water pooling in 
today than yesterday. DPW the roadway on Highland 
advised; MPD asked < ~ Street. 
to call back if the hole .___ ./ Monday, 2/2/15 

gets bigger or if there are ~ S:O'l' p.m. Caller from Ran-
additional problems. Anonymous dall Wood Drive complaining 
walk-in reported same pothole. of neighbor constantly shoveling 
Officer will try to locate a traffic snow &om her driveway into the 
cone to put in the pothole. At- road. States she does this every 
tempted to contact DPW again. storm; has never complained be­
Cone placed in hole. DPW re- fore, but today, due to the amount 
sponded; on scene; calling in sec- of snow, caller almost got stuck 
ond worker due to size of hole. in the road. 

Pothole filled; area Thursday, 2/ 5/15 

~ marked with cones. 10:29 a.m. Caller reports that the 
T h u r s d a y , metal plate on the sidewalk on 

'- - 10/9/14 the bridge that connects Canal 
6:15 a.m. Caller Road in Turners Falls with Tum­
reports that there ers Falls Road in Greenfield has 
is a large hole in come out of position and is stick­
the road on Ca- ing out into the roadway. Mass-
nal Street that DOT advised; will send someone 
appears to have to return plate to its proper posi­
been worked on tion. Per Chief Dodge, the entire 

recently. Same see OBJECTS a e B4 

WEST ALONG 
THE RIVER 

By DAVID BRULE 

Light has won a fraction :S-strength 
And day put on some moment's length ... 

- The Year's Awakening, by Thomas Hardy (J 840-1928) 

THE FLAT, MILLERS RIVER -
How many of us are left who still observe 
the coming and going of Candlemas? Yet 
this event has been a celebration of winter's 
passing, throughout the mral world since 
the beginning of time. Pre-Christian tribes 
and agricultural folk, especially in the Kelt­
ic world, celebrated this time of year with 
fire and purifying ritual. 

Imbolc, like many a pagan practice, 
ceremony, and holy site, was co-opted 
by the Christian Church in its various 
fonns, and given a Christian spin, its 
name changed to Candlemas. But before 
the Church came the earliest peoples, 
who worshipped the forces of nature, 
who were ale1t and observant of the sun's Song sparrow 

progress through the skies. For them, Im­
bole marked the beginning of the Keltic spring, the bi1th oflambs, and the 
flowing of ewe's milk to nourish the newborn of the flock. 

Those who lived close to the cycles of the natural world were more 
tuned in to the skies than we are. But some ofus, the inheritors of thousands 
of years of ceremony, are here to remind you of this pivotal time of the year 
that brings news of the biith of new life, new hope. 

This old house and its kitchen have been just the site of the Candlemas 
ritual siiice the 1870s when the first Scotswoman, my great-grandmother, 
stepped through the door to establish the tradition that we in this house still 
observe today. Indeed, three women, Celts all, have mn this kitchen for the 
past one hundred and fo1ty years: great-grandmother from Aberdeenshfre, 

LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES ILLUSTRATION see WEST ALONG page 84 

kon-Anderson, and Jesse Ball are 
all between eighteen and twenty 
years old. All but Maita, who is 
from Hrutland, Vermont, are from 
no1th-central Massachusetts. Rose 
and Marta each play the fiddle; 
Sam is on keyboru·ds, and Jesse, 
who is from Leverett, plays guitar, 
accordion and hammer dulcimer. 

Members of the up-and-coming contra band Polaris. Clockwise from le.ft: 

While band members may have 
vru-ied musical iiiterests and - as 
in Jesse's case - may have played 
music in bands perfo1ming music 
more typical of their generation, 
they have all returned to the music 
passed along by their parents. Sam's 
father, Steve Zakon-Anderson, is a 
"caller" at contra dances. Jesse's fa­
ther, Stephen Ball, has been contra 
danciiig since the mid- l 970s and 
has se1ved as Master at the Guidiiig 
Star Grange in Greenfield. 

Jesse Bali Sam Zakon-Anderson, Rose Jackson, and Marta Bartholomew. 

By DK KNAUER 

GREENFIELD - It's rare that 
the music and dancing of one gen­
eration will be taken up by the one 
following it. But such is the case 
with the Massachusetts contra 

dance band Polaris. The band came 
together through their mutual ap­
preciation of contra dance music, 
and it was thefr parents who first 
iiitroduced them to the geme. 

Contra dancing, with its roots 
in English, Scottish and French 
styles from the 1600s, is a fo1m of 
folk dancing incorporating lines of Band members Marta Bar­

tholomew, Rose Jackson, Sam Za- see POLARIS page 88 

ART AND SCIENCE: THREE ARTISTS AND THEIR WORK 
By LISA MCLOUGHLIN 

BRATTLEBORO - The great thing about 
inte1views is that you never know how 
they'll tum out. 

For the second in this series on how 
people use science in their so-called 
non-scientific jobs, I talked with three 
local artists: Karen Kamenetzky, a 
fiber artist whose work is inspired 
by electron microscope images in 
Brattleboro; Laura Kaye, a visual 
rutist workiiig with envfronmental 
and political themes in No1thfield; 
and Nina Rossi, a mixed media a1t­
ist inspfred by creative reuse of ma­
terials and her obse1vations of natural 
and man-made fo1ms in Turners Falls 
(and well-known to Montague Reporter 
readers as features editor and writer). 

We all met at the Chelsea Royal Diner in 
West Brattleboro for food and good conversa­
tion. My goal in speaking with the artists was to 
find out their definitions of science and a1t, and how 
they are or are not related iii their work. I was delighted 
to find out each had her own complex way of thinking 
about science iii relation to what she does. 

Laura felt it was a common cultural assumption that 
rut and science were opposites and dualistic, and while 
she maintained that science and a.it are distinct endeav­
ors, she said she didn't thiilk of them as in opposition. 
Kru·en said that duality did not hold tme for her either; 
and Nina went fu1ther to say she felt like science and 
rut were merged. 

Cultivating Connections-II by Karen Kamenetzky. 

Lack of 
Judgment Day 
by Laura Kt!Je. 

It turns out that Nina had a very well-defined con­
cept of a1t and science as both beiiig about the processes 
of observation and experimentation: "Systematic some­
times, sometiines just findiiig out stuff by accident -
what about my work isn't about observiiig? The human 
body and landscapes are all about observing - what 
isn't being a scientist and artist at the same time? It's 
about paying attention." 

Scientists agree. The scientific method consists of 
>se1vations both qualitative (to get ideas), and quanti­
tive (to collect data; read more at sciencing.com). 
For Karen, the processes of doing science and doiiig 

t are not where they meet, but more in the content. "I 
el like I could not be a scientist: I am not meticulous, 
i shoot myself if I had to pay attention to data points 
1d statistics. Where art and science came together for 
e is when I fell in love with the imagery, the line and 
ape, the ai·chitecture of the microscopic world and 
at liilked to metapho11cal ideas," she explaiiied. 
"A1t is in the center that joins those two things to­

:ther. I did a lot of reading aiid reseru·ch on plant biol­
r;y, I leruned a lot because I never paid attention in 
,tany class, but I staited getting interested in how 
~ter moved through plants, how systems work and 
1ange happens, aiid so it became not just image1y, but 
e function of that imagery." 
Imagery, and the science and math behind it, became 
theme for the conversation. Nina loves drawing the 

1uman figure because she finds the edges and planes, 
the geometry. Kru·en loves the connections in the hu­
man body on the microscopic level, the boundai-ies 
you can see and the pathways that connect them. 

And Laura spoke about how internet images -
;ometimes just one, the right one, or sometimes many 
are one source she draws on for visual info1mation to 
eate her paiiitiiigs. 
According to the University of Chicago Press, authors 

Ian G. Gross and Joseph E. Harmon ''with great insight 

see ART & SCIENCE page 86 
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Hi, I'm Mecca! If you sleep bet­
ter with a cat in the bed, I'm your 
kitty. If you want a quiet little fur 
ball beside you, that's me too! 

I'm friendly and affectionate, 
but also shy and a scaredy cat. I 
do enjoy my contemplative "me 
time." I like playing with string. 

I'm used to being the only cat, 
but I have lived peacefully with a 

dog. Sadly, my guardian passed 
away. His family took me in, but 
the cats bullied me. 

I seek a home to relax and 
watch snowflakes drift by the win­
dow. How about yours? 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

''MECCA'' 

Senior Center Activities 
FEBRUARY 5 to 9 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
The Gill Montague Senior Cen­

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Tmners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at Noon. 

Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 :00 A.M. 
All fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. Voluntaiy dona­
tions ru·e accepted. 

Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. Kitchen Manager 
is Jeff Suprenant. For more in­
formation, to make meal reserva­
tions, or to sign up for progrruns 
call 863-9357. Messages can be 
left on our machine when the cen­
ter is not open. 
Tues-Thurs Noon Lunch 
M, W, F 10: 10 a m. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Monday: 2/5 
8 a.m. Foot Clinic Appointments 
1 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday: 2/6 
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Wednesday: 2/7 
9 a.m. Veterans' Outreach 
12:30 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday: 2/8 No Tai Chi or Yoga 
10:30 a.m. to noon Brown Bag 
1 p m. Cards & Gaines 
Friday: 2/9 
Noon Pizza Party 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at 

noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Cru·e 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a m. to 4 p.m. 
for activities and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 am., with 
reservations required 2 days in 
advance. Call (413)-423-3649 for 
meal information and reservations. 

For information, call Paula 
Betters, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Trru1sportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activities, sched­
ule a ride, or find out about the next 
blood pressure clinic. 
Monday: 2/5 (No lunch served) 
9:30 am. Healthy Bones 
10:30 am. Tai Chi 
Tuesday: 2/6 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
11 :30 a.m. Homemade Lunch 
Wednesday: 2/7 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
9:30 am. Blood Pressure 
Noon Bingo, Snacks, Laughs 
1 pm. Veterru1's Guidance 
Thursday: 2/8 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones 
12:30 p.m. Create 2 Donate 
Friday: 2/9 
9 a m. Quilting Workshop 
9:30 am. Fun Bowling 
11:15 Music, Movement, Mayhem! 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes VIilage Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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FEBRUARY LIBRARY LISTING 
Weather, etc., sometimes causes changes in library events; you may want to call ahead to confirm. 

Montague Public Libraries Erving Public Library (413) 423-3348 
Turners Falls: Carnegie (413) 863-3214 Gill: Slate Library (413) 863-2591 
Montague Center(413) 367-2852 Leverett Public Library (413) 548-9220 
Millers Falls (413) 659-3801 Wendell Free Library (978) 544-3559 

Northfield: Dickinson Library (413) 498-2455 

ONGOING EVENTS 
EVERY TUESDAY 

Leverett Library: Spanish Con­
versation Group, 4 to 5 p.m.; 
Qigong with Dvora Eisenstein. 
5:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: Adult Wa­
tercolor Art Group. Call Rosie for 
details. 6 p.m. 

2ND TUESDAYS 

Dickinson Library: I'd Rather Be 
Reading Group. 7 p.m. 

3RD TUESDAYS 

Dickinson Library: Genealogy 
Group. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Wendell Free Library: Sylvia's 
Awesome Play Group, a sand 
table and lots of activities for 
newborn to 5 years old and 
their guardians, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Healthy Bones & Balance for 
Seniors with Marianne Vinal, 10 
to 11 a.m. Adult Strength Train­
ing with Rosie Heidkamp, 5:30 
to 6 p.m. Self Breema/Mindful 
Stretching with Luc Bodin & Tru­
dy Smith, 6 to 6:45 p.m. 

Carnegie Library: Story Time 
with Karen, story, project, 
snacks. Young children with 
caregivers, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
Homeschoo/ Science. Hands­
on STEM. All age homeschool­
ers. 1 to 2:30 p.m. 

Leverett Library: Tales and Tunes 
Story Time w/He/een Cardinaux. 
10:30 a.m. to noon. Advanced 
Tai Chi class. 1 :45 to 2:45 p.m. 

Dickinson Library: Mucho Gusto 
Spanish with Laurie Davidson. 
6-week session starting Febru­
ary 7 for ages 0-5 and parents. 
Register with Rec dept. 1 to 
1:35 p.m. $ 

1ST WEDNESDAYS 

Dickinson Library: Reader's 
Choice. Book discussion. 10 a.m. 

2ND WEDNESDAYS 

Dickinson Library: Readings: 
Nonfiction, Fiction & Poetry with 
Nick Fleck. 3 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Wendell Free Library: Pi/ates 
with Kim Sobieski. 9:30 a.m. 

Carnegie Library: Music & Move­
ment with Tom Carroll and Lau­
rie Davidson. For children. 10 to 
10:45 a.m. 

Leverett Library: Reiki for Infants 
and Babies with Jennifer Storey. 
Class intended for pre-walkers. 
Starting date to be determined; 
check with library. 9:30 a.m. 

Dickinson Library: Knit With Us. 
All levels welcome. 6 to 8 p.m. 

1ST THURSDAYS 

Carnegie Library: Adult Coloring, 
10 to 11 a.m. Genealogy Gather­
ing, 6 to 7:45 p.m. 

Dickinson Library: Environmental 
Awareness Group. Discuss the 
monthly topic facilitated by Emily 
Koester. 6:30 p.m. 

2ND THURSDAYS 

Leverett Library: Knit for Char­
ity. Your own work or try the 
monthly project, some supplies 
provided. 6:30 p.m. 

3RD THURSDAYS and applying it outdoors. (May be 
Dickinson Library: Rep. Paul postponed until Feb 10 depend-
Mark: Office Hours. 1 to 4 p.m. ing on weather.) 9 to 11 :30 a.m. 

FINAL THURSDAY Wendell Free Library: Lacto­

Carnegie Library: Genealogy 
Gathering. 6 to 7:45 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Dickinson Library: Story Hour. 
Stories, crafts, music and 
movement with Dana Lee. Pre­
schoolers and their caregivers, 
10:30 to 11 :30 a.m. Kids' Friday: 
When Northfield Elementary 
gets out early, come across the 
street to the library. Sometimes 
we have a program, or just hang 
out, 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Leverett Library: Senior 
Strengthening and Stretching 
with Dr. Sward, 2/2 thru 3/16. 
Please register. 1 to 2 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: Yoga with 
Shay Cooper. Intermediate lev­
el. 10 a.m. $ 

1ST FRIDAYS 

Leverett Library: Movie Night. 
7:30 p.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY 

Wendell Free Library: Adult 
Strength Training with Rosie 
Heidkamp, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 

Fermented Foods Presentation 
with Luc Bodin and Trudy Smith. 
Program was rescheduled to 
this date. Demonstration and 
sampling. 10 a.m. 

Carnegie Library: Valentine 
Card-Making. 2 to 4 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Dickinson Library: Reader's 
Choice Book Group. This 
month, Summer of the Great 
Grandmother by Madeleine 
L'Engle. 10 a.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

Leverett Library: Lego Club. 
Open to elementary school chil­
dren. 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

Dickinson Library: Kids' Friday; 
Build a Paper Town. 2 to 3:30 
p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: Build­
ing Carbon for Maximum Soil 
Health, talk and powerpoint by 
Julie Rawlson and Jack Kit­
tridge. 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

AA Open Meeting, 6 to 7 p.m. Carnegie Library: Valentine's 
Leverett Library: Advanced Tai Party. 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Chi, 10 a.m. Beginning Tai Chi, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
11 a.m. 

1ST SATURDAYS 

Carnegie Library: Book Sale. 
Books, dvds, eds, etc. $1 or less. 
10 to 1:45 p.m. 

2ND AND 4TH SATURDAYS 

Dickinson Library: Food Pantry. 
11 :30 to 2:30 p.m. 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Wendell Free Library: Yoga. 
Advanced beginning level. Jan­
ice Doubleday is the instruc­
tor for February. 10 a.m. $. 
AA Open Meeting, 6 to 7 p.m. 

EXHIBITS 
In order to apply for a show, find 
applications on library websites. 

Dickinson Library: Twende Tan­
zania: Let's Go To Tanzania. Pho­
tographs by Carol Pike. Through 
February. 

Leverett Library: Diane Norman: 
The World of the Wrangler, Ro­
deo Rider, and their Horses. 
Photographs. Through February. 

Wendell Free Library: Herrick 
Gallery. Almost There and Other, 
still life paintings by Clifton Hunt. 
Through February. 

EVENTS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Dickinson Library: Environment 
Awareness Group movie: Where 
To Invade Next, by Michael 
Moore. 6:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

Dickinson Library: Kids' Friday 
Movie: Swallows and Amazons. 
2 to 3:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

Dickinson Library: Winter Track­
ing with David Brown. 2nd part of 
presentation, taking identification 
information learned last week 

Dickinson Library: I'd Rather 
be Reading group. This month: 
Goodbye Vitamin, by Rachel 
Khong. 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Dickinson Library: Reading 
Group. This month: poetry. 3 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

Leverett Library: Ukulele Play­
along with Julie Stepanek. 7 to 
8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

Dickinson Library: Kids' Friday, 
LEGOS. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

Wendell Free Library: The Witch­
es Of Eastwick, feat. Jack Nichol­
son. Part of the Science Fiction/ 
Horror Movie series. 7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

Dickinson Library: Play in a Day. 
Kids' program sponsored by Mass 
Cultural Council. 3 to 5 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

Leverett Library: Movie Night. 
This month: Stronger, based on 
a true story, starring Jake Gyllen­
haal. 7:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

Dickinson Library: Play in a Day. 
Kids' program sponsored by Mass 
Cultural Council. Time TBA. 

Carnegie Library: Lego Club. 
Creations will be displayed in the 
program area. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

Leverett Library: Wildflowers 
in Winter with Dawn Ward. 2 to 
4 p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

Dickinson Library: Arctic talk 
and photos by Bill and Nancy 
Ames. 6:30 p.m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 
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JLNEIL A. ZILINSKI 
ELECTRICIAN 

RESIDENTIAL *COMMERCIAL 
FULLY INSURED* FREE ESTIMATES 

24 BOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
OFFICE:413-498-2605 • CELL: 413-834-5780 

GILL, MA LIC# 39553E 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

11111 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
J -=,d COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

~Mi='j~~- Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD.• 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

SALES • SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RF.SIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gn-ry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 
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27 words from this edition are traPPed within this unsettlina arid. 

Have You aot what it takes ... to notice them? 

F K N C D O D G E U H X F L E 
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L E K Z G A B A F A H A C W N 
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I: Name of a voune band 
2 & 3: He's still on Paid leave 
4 & s: Doe runnine around Gill 
6 & 7: Our POPUiar comPilations 

8: Top town elected officials 
9: Our monthlY feature Paee 

Io: A machine that dies 
11: Joe P's brand of #10 

12: It couldn't keep UP with # 11 
13. 14 & 15: MonthlY Monday benefit 
16 & 17: HelP offered for tired soles 

18 & 19: A district necessity 
20 & 21: Holiday some'II observe this Saturday 
22 & 23: Town-0wned venue in Turners Falls 

24. 25 & 26: Exhibit in a very small Place 
27: Activity popular at Granee halls 

[Hfil'.llg@!]r~(!!@R!)~~@l!IP~ 
The Montaeue Reporter. 17.7 Avenue A. Turners Falls. MA o 1376 

We will also accept PhotollraPhs of oornPleted Puzzles 1w email at: info@montalluerePOrter .orll 

Remembering ... 

"The Breakfast Club" 
By FRAN HEMOND 

Longtime Montague Repo1ter contributor Fran He­
mond passed away in November. By popular demand, 
we will be periodically republishing a selection of her 
popular nature columns, written at her Montague Center 

,_ ____ __, home Cold Brook Farm. We hope you will enjoy them! 

A Winter Haven 
The breakfast club crew smvived 

a streak of winter weather that would 
have discomaged a lesser group. Two 
feet of snow smothered their natmal 
food supply, and they brought their 
friends to the feeder at Cold Brook. 
The ubiquitous jm1cos, God bless 
them, moved over for regular visits 
from the resident cardinals, a him 
and her who behave in the manner 
of an earlier generation. He cases 
the area for dangers, while she hops 
around in the rhododendron thicket. -~ '" . 

j 
, 
~ I 

, 

Her yellow brown coloration, 
which generally blends her in with 
the woody smrom1dings, does noth­
ing to hide her this day, for snow has 
encompassed the world. She seems 
to give him the best pickings, move 
in when appropriate, and follow re­
spectfully when he decides to leave. 

Back in the rhododendron thick­
et, the brilliant white snow cling­
ing to leaves and branches reveals 
aspects not apparent in the usual 
green and brown shade. Snow has 
settled in the bird nest made more 
obvious by a small bright red ob­
ject, a mitten perhaps? 

The ve1y denseness of the bushes 

gives safety to birds from the danger 
of larger animals, and exploration by 
children, but the squiITels seem to 
maneuver among the branches well. 
The nest is only fom feet above the 
ground, and apparently offered some 
bird haven last summer. 

This morning, seven species 
stopped by. The chickadees, for 
whom the feeder seems to offer the 
best perches, came and ate efficient­
ly and left. The nuthatches ( one tries 
to make a tree hunk out of the slip­
pe1y tube) used their sharp bills to 
threaten any bird who thought to 
hm1y them off; the tihnouse took 
his sunflower seed off to the catalpa 
ti·ee, and the song spairow settled 
for food from the grom1d. A downy 
woodpecker deigned to join the 
group this challenging morning, but 
has not retmned. 

In eai·ly winter, wanner weather 
and open water had brought fom 
black ducks to the n01th pond daily. 
They were sleek handsome drakes 
with good red feet and white m1der­
wings that shone in the afternoon sun 
when they flew back to the river. The 
fom mallards who generally caine to 
the south pond seemed a little heftier, 
less waiy, well settled in. 

Now more than halfway through 
the calendai· winter, an undulating 
brook channel has opened through 
the snow-covered pond. On its banks 
the big white oak still clings to tat­
tered brown leaves and the lingering 
robin in its branches must wish it had 
gone south. (Febrnary 10, 2005) 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Pothole-Caused Flats; Deer-Loving Cats; 

Pole Broken; Dopesmokin'; Dogs Needing Pats 
Saturday, 1/20 

10: 11< a.m. Caller from 
Walnut Street advises 
that recently someone has 
been stealing cigarette 
butts out of an ashtray on 
her porch. Advised caller 
to notify her landlord, 
take the ashtray in, and 
call back if she notices 
anything else suspicious. 
2:23 p.m. Caller from 
Hillside Road states there 
are two horses walking 
in the street; unknown 
where they came from. 
Officer checking van­
ous addresses of horse 
owners to see if they are 
missing horses. Owners 
located and responding to 
retrieve horses. 
7: 11 p.m. Caller states 
that a man is looking over 
the side of the Gill-Mon­
tague Bridge, not on the 
sidewalk side, but on the 
other side. Unfounded. 
Sunday, I/ 2 I 

2: 16 a.m. 911 caller from 
Chestnut Street reports 
suspicious vehicle across 
from her house. She ob­
served a male in dark 
clothing get out of the ve­
hicle and come toward her 
house, possibly heading for 
the garage. Investigated. 
Monday, 1/22 

8:33 a.m. Multiple calls 
reporting vehicles slid­
ing off road in area of 
North Leverett Road. No 
injuries reported; wait­
ing for tow trucks. Stuck 
vehicles removed. 
11 :63 a.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street states that 
her purse was just sto­
len from her front porch 
with her daughter's cell 
phone and tablet inside. 
Report taken. 
3:50 p.m. Caller from Far­
ren Care Center report­
ing that one of their resi­
dents hit another resident 
in the head. No medical 
attention required. Offi­
cer attempted to call back, 
but call could not be com­
pleted. 
11:18 p.m. Caller from 
Avenue A reporting loud 
noise from snow clearing 
that is occurring at the 
Freedom Credit Union. 
Officer advises private 
company removing snow; 
same appears to have 
short time left. No fur­
ther action needed. 
Tuesday, 1/z3 

8:02 a.m. Caller from L 
Street states thatfivedark­
colored dogs are walking 
alone through the neigh­
borhood. Animal control 
officer notified and re­
sponding. DPW employ­
ee just saw dogs on bike 
path near Unity Park; he 
thinks they may belong 
to a business on Second 
Street. Made contact with 
dog owner, who states his 
dogs got loose but he now 
has them all back except 
for one puppy. ACO up­
dated. All dogs have been 
rounded up. 
8:35 a.m. Caller states that 
she found two needles and 

some baggies outside of 
the Millers Falls laundry 
this morning. She is tak­
ing care of disposing of 
the items. 
3:50 p.m. Caller reports 
that there is a raccoon in 
the Cutlery parking lot; 
inquiring whether ACO 
could assist. Raccoon did 
not appear to be sick. Call­
er advises there is a large 
build-up of trash in tl1e 
area that tl1e raccoon was 
eating from, and it was 
drinking from some stand­
ing water nearby. Caller 
has already contacted her 
landlord, who is going to 
remove the trash. Rac­
coon has left area. Advised 
caller tl1at once trash is re­
moved, raccoon will likely 
move on; advised to call 
back if raccoon exhibits 
signs it might be rabid. 
5:53 p.m. Caller reports 
hearing what sounds like 
a female screaming in tl1e 
street in front of a Third 
Street location. Caller 
went outside but could 
not locate anyone in dis­
tress. After speaking with 
several people in area, of­
ficers determined that a 
male party was the person 
screaming. Party taken 
into protective custody. 
7:32 p.m. Disabled vehicle 
at Sunderland and Fosters 
roads; two flat tires dam­
aged after hitting a pot­
hole. Operator working on 
getting someone to assist 
them. Vehicle will poten­
tially be a hazard. Rau's 
requested and en route. 
Officer located pothole in 
question; advises it is a sig­
nificant pothole. Damaged 
tires on caller's vehicle 
were consistent with tl1e 
placement of the pothole. 
Message left for DPW. 
TFFD also advised. 
10:19 p.m. Vehicle into 
utility pole on Turn­
ers Falls Road. MedCare 
contacted as precaution; 
TFFD, PD, Eversource, 
and DPW advised. Road 
closed from Swamp Road 
to Hatchery Road. Vehicle 
towed; road reopened. 
Wednesday, 1/24 

12:25 a.m. Detail officer 
advises of request to as­
sist witl1 unwanted female 
at residence on Turners 

Falls Road. Units clear; 
male picked up female and 
took responsibility for her 
for the night. Shortly af­
terward, male called 911 

advising that as he was 
driving female home, she 
became upset and attempt­
ed to get out of the car. 
Male stopped vehicle, and 
female left on foot. Female 
located at friend's house. 
Friend has taken responsi­
bility for her, and both are 
staying in for the night. 
3:26 p.m. Report of dead 
deer in wooded area adja­
cent to Roosevelt Street. 
Deer appears to be attract­
ing a couple of stray cats 
in the area. Referred to 
Environmental Police. 
6:32 p.m. Report of sew­
age odor coming from G 
Street area. TFFD re­
sponded to investigate; ad­
vised slight odor detected, 
no more tl1an usual. 
8 p.m. 911 call reporting 
out-of-control female who 
just broke a window on 
Fourth Street. Parties on 
scene have restrained fe­
male, who could be heard 
screaming in the back­
ground; unsure if she 
had any weapons on her. 
Second 911 caller report­
ing disturbance in "large" 
Powertown Apartment 
parking lot; advised a fe­
male was outside yelling 
''Let me in!" and break­
ing windows, and several 
parties on scene appeared 
to be intoxicated. 

arrested and charged with 
disturbing the peace, mali­
cious destruction of prop­
erty less than $260, and 
resisting arrest. 
11: 18 p.m. 911 caller re­
porting a male at F.L. Rob­
erts whose face is covered 
in blood. Officers, TFFD, 
and MedCare en route. 
Under investigation. 
Thursday, I/ 25 

1 p.m. Two-vehicle ac­
cident at Coolidge and 
James avenues. One op­
erator transported by TF 
ambulance. 
5:35 p.m. Report of er­
ratic operator, last seen on 
Turners Falls Road pass­
ing Hatchery Road, pass­
ing in no passing zone, 

etc. Registered owner 
and usual operator's last 
known address in Gill. 
Caution noted; usual op­
erator known to carry bow 
and arrow and was tl1e 
subject of a Section 12 in 
201 7. Area checked; nega­
tive contact. 
Friday, 1/26 

3:58 p.m. Caller states that 
a telephone pole is lean­
ing against anotl1er pole's 
wires near the train tracks 
on East Main Street. Pole 
8/133 is leaning pretty 
heavy on some wires. 
Eversource notified. 
Saturday, 1/2'7 

8: 10 a.m. Caller advises 
she noticed some jewelry 
stolen from her motl1er's 
residence. Report taken. 
Officer spoke with Gary's 
Coins, who will keep an 
eye out. 
8:53 a.m. Caller advises 
that there is a railroad 
spike in tl1e lane of trav­
el on the Gill-Montague 
Bridge. Area checked; 
gone on arrival. 
3:35 p.m. Caller states 
tl1at there are some kids 
under the footbridge 
"smoking dope." Officer 
out on foot investigating. 
Nothing found. 
6:01< p.m. Report of bale of 
hay in travel lane on Turn­
ers Falls Road near Randall 
Road. Officer located bale 
near Hatchery Road; will 
continue driving through 
Montague Center to see 
if any more have fallen. 
Area checked; no more hay 
along the roads. 
Sunday, 1/28 

12:21 a.m. 911 caller with 
non-emergency animal 
complaint. Same referred 
to non-emergency line. 
Caller on business line re­
porting barking dog inside 
neighbor's house on Sev­
entl1 Street. Same has been 
barking for approximately 
six hours. It appears no 
one is home. Caller has 
spoken to owners in past, 
but problem continues. 
Officer advises two dogs 
in residence were barking 
upon arrival. Room dogs 
were in had open win­
dow. Officers closed same, 
which cut down on tl1e 
noise. Call left for ACO to 
follow up on this. 

~''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''~ 

I MON[AGUB GRIP~OJAM ! ! ! I 
I rn m [fil[ffi) ~TID ~ I 
I ~ tNJD ~ m ~ I 
ltNJD WJDtIDWJ ITB nL'®J~J 
~ ~ 
~ □ (i1jTt1fM ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~w ~ 
~ CRACK 1HE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: MONTAGUEREPORTER@GMAIL.COM ~ 
~ ~ 
~"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

- DeaD BOLTS 
- HouseHOLD LocK SeTs 

- MasTeR l(evs Et Re-1<evs 
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Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 
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-WEST ALONG from page B1 

grandmother from County Keny, 
and my Breton wife Monique. 

The first in the keepers of the 
kitchen was great-grandmother 
Elizabeth Moir, who emigrated 
from Scotland in 1870s, and who, 
through the vagaries and quirks of 
life, found herself in this house, 
mairied to a rough-hewn American 
whose roots went deep into Ameri­
can Indian and African cultmes. 
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y However, Elizabeth was a 
staunch Calvinist, and kept the 
family of five boys and this giant 
of a husband in line, in spite of her 
diminutive size. Bringing with her 
the Scots traditions from her home­
land, she was the first to introduce 
Candlemas to this house. She ob­
served this time of year as had Scot­
tish tribes since before the coming 
of Christianity to the Highlands and 
Lowlands of n01them Scotland. 

Long ago, tales told around the 
kitchen table hold that central to 
keeping Candlemas was Elizabeth's 
insistence that all partake of her rec-

ipe for griddle cakes! Some main­
tain that its round fonn is intended 
to symbolize the roundness of the 
returning Sllll. Either way, even the 
youngest of reluctant chm-ch-goers 
in the fainily had no problem ob­
se1ving this pa1ticular practice! 

Elizabeth left the kitchen and 
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Dodge requests that MassDOT make 8:01' p.m. Caller reports a small hole, 
a more secure repair and call back approximately 3" in diameter, in the 
with the disposition. MassDOT later road near the library. Caller stated 
called back to advise that the metal it looked down a "sewer pipe." DPW 
plate has been secured and they do advised; responded that they placed 
not expect it to come up again. cones in the area and will work on 
6:1<0 p.m. Caller reports that a large it in the morning. 
hole has opened up in the road on Tuesday, s/11/15 
James Avenue; it appears that the 7:00 p.m. First of several reports 
street is collapsing into the sewer of street flooding. Part of Millers 
pipe. Caller placed cone in area; of- Falls Road washed out. 
ficer viewed sinkhole and notified Saturday, s/zz/15 
DPW, who will respond on Monday. 3:07 p.m. Report of a sinkhole at 
Wednesday, zlz5/15 Ninth and K Streets. Officers will 
1 :00 p.m. Caller reports a significant be putting barricades out. Hole is 
pothole at Montague City Road and 3'x3' across and a foot deep. Officer 
Turnpike Road. Officer notified requests that DPW be contacted 
DPW, who stated that nothing for the undermined portion of road 
could be done due to the weather. and for barricades. 
Monday, 3/z/15 Thursday, 1z/3f15 
12:1'9 p.m. Officer reports multiple 8:31' a.m. While on a detail, offi­
spots on the bridge over the river cer observed a sinkhole on North 
by the Housing Authority and Pa- Street. Hole is approximately 2 feet 
per Logic where rebar is sticking deep and 3 feet wide. Officers will 
up. Same is creating a hazard; could mark hole for now until DPW is 
puncture a tire. able to respond. 
Friday, 3/6/15 Monday, 1/25/16 
5: 15 p.m. Party into station advising 8:06 p.m. Single vehicle accident on 
of two giant potholes at Turnpike Old Northfield Road; caller believes 
Road and Montague City Road. she hit an icy patch in the road, 
Saturday, 3/7 / 15 causing her to lose control. 
7:1'5 p.m. Party into station report- Sunday, z/lz/17 
ing an "extremely large" pothole at 1 :31 p.m. Sinkhole or partial road 
Turnpike Road and Montague City collapse at K Street and Ninth. 
Road; stated it was large enough DPW determined caused by an old 
that he thought he lost a tire when sewer line collapsing and will be 
he hit it. Responding officer advises by to repair at a later time due to 
that pothole is about 1.5 feet in di- weather conditions. Barricaded. 
ameter and 1' inches deep. Wednesday, 5/ l '7 / l '7 
Thursday, 3/iz/15 9:1<5 a.m. Caller from Vladish Ave-
9:39 a.m. Officer reports large pot- nue reports that her neighbor blows 
hole on Highland Street and re- his grass clippings into the road; she 
quests that DPW be contacted to has been cleaning up the clippings 
put a barrel in it. DPW advises that out of concern that they could pose 
pothole may have been caused by a safety hazard to cyclists. 
work done by the Water Depart- Saturday, '7/ZZ/17 
ment; will contact Water Depart- 10:09 a.m. Sinkhole reported on the 
ment to have the issue resolved. Turner Street side of the Bridge of 
Friday, 3/13/15 Names. Officer advises hole in ques-

1 :29 p.m. Walk-in report of sev- ~c:,t" tion is pot-

eral large potholes on the General ..1 1 i~'" ~ hole, not 

Pierce Bridge. 'I ",e_. HO I e sink]1i1: 
Tuesday,'7/'7/15 \:, m 
6:55 p.m. Report of flooding 
on Montague City Road. 
DPW contacted. 

but barricades 
placed to slow 

Road left open, A 
motorists _ ~ 
down. ----'--" ~ c/ 
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traditions to her daughter-in-law, 
grandmother Hamiah, a Celt with 
deep roots in County Keny. She too 
had a houseful of children to tame 
and a houseful to feed. Her reci­
pes for chocolate cake and griddle 
cakes were never written down; 
she threw together ingredients by 
memo1y and hunch. Those hmnble 
secrets she took to the grave, and 
we'll not again savor those deli­
cious concoctions of hers. 

When it was my tum to take over 
the homestead forty-five years ago, 
Hannah had relinquished the kitch­
en to my wife Monique, born and 
raised in the agricultmal homeland 
of the Bretons. This region is the 
last stronghold of the Celt in France 
and has its own language which is 
cousin to Welsh, Gaelic, and Scots. 
So the tradition of keeping Candle­
mas remains intact, even though 
the tem1 Candlemas became Chan­
deleur, its equivalent in the French 
language. And wider her reign, so­
called griddle cakes became known 
as galettes and crepes. 

Crepes, typically made with 
wheat flow-, ai·e light, sweet, and 
se1ved as a dessert. Galettes, on the 
other hand, are made with hearty 
buckwheat flow-, and as a typically 

peasant dish, they are eaten with 
sausages, or rich cheeses, mush­
rooms, and eggs. 

And so on Candlemas in this 
house, the day is set aside for mak­
ing a great stack of the above, to be 
consumed on the spot by guests and 
household alike. What is not eaten 
dming the festivities is saved for 
breakfast over the next few days. 

Usually we gather arom1d the 
Glenwood C cookstove, its great 
cast iron hulk glowing, its cooking 
smface holding three or fom shallow 
griddles to keep the galettes coming. 

Each of us takes a tmn in han­
dling and maneuvering the griddle 
pan, rotating and carefully molding 
the batter as it flows and grills. The 
goal is to create the pe1fect, familiar 
rom1d shape of the retmning sun. 

The most skilled learn fast, and 
timing it just right, flip the galette 
high in the air over the stove, catch­
ing it in the pan to the cheers of the 
increasingly meny group. But if 
doing so, one of the flippers misses 
the mai·k, with the galette hitting the 
ceiling, the stove top or the floor, 
then it falls to the eagerly waiting 
dog to claim his share. 

Nowadays, we revert back to the 
old custom of consuming fermented 
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beverages, as did the Old Kelts, and 
the whole Candlemas event becomes 
a real celebration of life indeed. 

Flipping galettes, bringing out 
the smuggled bottle of Breton 
chouchen (fe1mented honey-based 
mead), faces begin to glow from the 
heat of the woodstove and the grow­
ing fires within us, stoked by crepes, 
galettes, and feimented honey. 

So no hokey, commercialized 
Groundhog Day in this house. 
We're connecting with the ances­
tors from over the millem1ia, and 
celebrating with them the retmn of 
the growing light. 

Some say that Solstice celebra­
tions of lighting bonfires encom­
age the sun to come back during the 
darkest days of the year. I' cl like to 
think that eating as many of those 
sun-shaped galettes on Februaiy 2, 
really convinces the pagan spring 
keepers to show themselves. 

To prove my point, om song spai·­
row, like the sly pagai1 Pai1, first lift­
ed his lilting song, piping early this 
morning from the back of the lilac 
bush. And another spairow, stin-ing 
in the frozen cattail-eel mai-sh across 

the river, aiiswered in a faint 11m■...,. 
ai1d detennined echo. ~ 

Mardi Gras Hoopla at the Shea 
TURNERS FALLS - It's time to 

shake off the winter blues and make 
yow-way downtown for a lively Mardi 
Gras party at the newly renovated Shea 
Theater in Tm11e1-s Falls. New Orleans 
powerhouse jazz and blues vocalist 
Samirah Evans and the popular ten­
legged rock and roll machine Trailer 
Park are joining forces to create a Mar­
di Gras event you won't soon forget. 

The Shea sta1ts shaking this Sat­
mday, Februa1y 3 at 8 p.m. Mardi 
Gras costumes ai·e encouraged, and 
will be rewarded during a contest at 
the event. 

Samirah Evans (at right) has 
headlined nmnerous Fat Tuesday cel­
ebrations since emigrating from the 
Big Easy to New England following 
Hmricane Katrina. This show marks 
her debut perfo1mance at Shea Theater, which has re­
cently upgraded sound and lighting systems and added 
a bar in the lobby. Their stadium seating enables audi­
ence members to enjoy the concert with an unobstmcted 
view of the stage, while revele1-s in front of the bai1d will 
have ainple room for dancing. Evaiis says she thinks the 
musical collaboration with Trailer Park will provide an 
oppo1tunity to do both. 

"When I first heard Trailer Park, the dance bug bit me 
in a way it hadn't since moving to the ai·ea. Their style is 
reminiscent of one my favorite bands from New Orleans, 
The Iguanas. It made me feel right at home," says Evaiis, 
who is learning to sing some of the band's material while 
teaching them the jazz, blues and classic Mardi Gras 
tunes in her repertoire. 

Joining Trailer Park's regular quintet ofTom Mahnken 
(bass and vocals), Jaines Robinson (guitai· ai1d vocals), 
Joe Fitzpatrick (drums), Greg Lauzon (saxophones), and 
Rick Page (saxophones) for this show is special guest pi-

anist Peter Jones. The group has been 
together for more than 20 yeai-s, releas­
ing six CDs and sharing stages with the 
likes of Los Lobos, NRBQ, Little Feat, 
Bo Diddley, WAR and Rat Dog. 

Samirah Evans' 1990 debut at the 
New Orlea11S Jazz and Heritage Fes­
tival began a stint of 15 consecutive 
yeai·s pe1fo1ming there as a leader or 
featmed vocalist, and she was a fix­
tme in both clubs and conceit venues 
throughout the Crescent City, includ­
ing Snug Hai·bor, Tipitina's and the 
House of Blues. 

Dming her career, she has toured 
No1th and South America, Em-ope and 
Asia, shai-ing stages with a multitude 
of New Orlea11S notables and legend­
aiy aitists, including James Brown, 
B.B. King, Dr. John, Aai·on Neville, 

Charles Neville, Terence Blanchard, Donald Harrison, 
Jr., Poncho Sanchez, Bob Dorough, Inna Thomas, Ker­
mit Ruffins, Trombone Sho1ty and Sam Kininger, Shei­
la Jordan, and more. 

Advance tickets are available for $15 online (shea­
theater.org), or at the door for $20. Tickets may also be 
pm-chased at River Valley Co-op in Northainpton and 
Tum It Up! Records in Brattleboro. Shea Theater mem­
bership info1mation is available at the theater's bai· dm­
ing the show for those interested in joining the theater 
and getting discounts at va11ous local businesses as well 
as other perks. 

The evening will also offer an opportunity for people 
to make a monetary donation to musician Charles Nev­
ille and his family. The Grammy-winning saxophonist 
for New Orleans' The Neville Brothers, and longtime 
resident of western Massachusetts, is currently battling 
pancreatic cancer. 
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MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV 
By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

Families, looking for things to 
do with your youngest children? 
Check out Kaleidoscope Sto1y Hour 
on Fridays in Febmaiy at the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center. More infor­
mation is available at TurnersFalls­
RiverCulture. org. 

As for our new videos this week, 
check out Greenfield Savings Bank: 
Playdough 1/13/18. And take a look 

at our TV schedule at montaguetv. 
org to see when your favorite local 
events will be airing. 

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to learn how easy it is to use 
a camera and capture the moment. 
Contact us at (413) 863-9200, info­
montaguetv@gmail.com, or stop by 
34 Second Street between 10 am. 
and 4 pm., Mondays through Fri­
days. We'd love to work with you! 

League of Women Voters Announces 

High School Video Contest 
BOSTON - The League of 

Women Voters of Massachusetts in­
vites all Massachusetts high school 
students to create 30-second videos 
encouraging eligible voters to make 
a game plan to vote in the 2018 
Massachusetts election. 

This yeai· Massachusetts voters 
will elect one US senator, nine US 
representatives, governor and other 
state constitutional officers, all state 
legislators in both houses, Gover­
nor's Council, and several county 
positions, including district attor­
ney. The League wants voters to 
know that democracy is not a spec­
tator spo1t, and that no one should 
sit on the sidelines in an election. 

The League will publicize the 
videos throughout the state, with 

prizes up to $500. All winners will 
receive their prizes at an award cer­
emony at the Massachusetts State 
House in June 2018. 

The contest is open to all cmTent 
Massachusetts high school students. 
Eligible Contestants must be either 
registered in a public or private high 
school or be home-schooled. Con­
testants must be at least 13 yeai·s 
old. Submissions ai·e free and open 
between F ebma1y 1 and Mai·ch 31, 
2018. Please visit lwvma.org for the 
complete guidelines. 

The League of Women Voters 
of Massachusetts is a non-pa1tisan, 
grassroots organization, committed 
to influencing public policy through 
citizen education and advocacy. 

Robin Hood, February 9 to 17 
BRATTLEBORO, VT - New 

England Youth Theatre, at 100 Flat 
Street in Brattleboro, presents Rob­
in Hood, adapted and directed by 
Peter Gould. 

Robin Hood and his meny band 
have been roaming She1wood For­
est for about a thousand years now 
-- robbing the rich and giving all the 
money to the poor -- and now they 
are back at NEYT! 

With lots of wonderful character 
work by talented young actors, this 
production also features lighting de-

sign by NEYT alum Jay Gelter, and 
costumes by NEYT's peerless Cre­
ative Director Sandy Klein. 

The play perfo1ms Fridays, Feb­
maiy 9 and 16 at 7 p m. and Sat­
urdays, Febmary 10 and 17 at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets for these 
pe1fo1mances ai·e $11 for adults, 
$10 for seniors, and $7 for students. 
They may be purchased in advance 
at w1vw.neyt.org, in person at the 
NEYT box office, or by phone at 
(802) 246-6398 from noon to 5 p m. 
on Wednesdays. 

27th Poet's Seat Poetry Contest 
GREENFIELD - The Friends 

of the Greenfield Public Libraiy are 
seeking poems for the 27th annual 
Poet's Seat Poetiy Contest, open to 
all Franklin County residents ai1d 
students. Submit up to three poems. 
The deadline is March 5. 

This contest, sponsored by the 
Friends aimually since 1991, is held 
in honor ofFrederick Goddai·d Tuck­
e1man, who lived in Greenfield from 
1847 until his death in 1873 and was 
considered by his contemporai'ies 
- Emerson, Thoreau, ai1d Tennyson 
- to be a gifted poet. A graduate of 
Haivai·d Law School, he shunned 
law in favor of botany and poetiy. 
Although he never achieved wide 
public acclaim, his poems ai·e of­
ten included in ai1thologies of noted 
Ame11can poets. 

Awai·ds will be given in three cat­
egories: first, second, and third place 
in the adult division and the four top 
poems in the youth division - di­
vided into 12 to 14 and 15 to 18 for 
judging. The Poet's Seat awai·ds cer­
emony ai1d poetiy reading will take 
place in April. 

The adult first p11ze winner will 
receive stewardship of the Poet's Seat 
chair, with their naine on a plaque 
listing all previous winners, as well 
as a handcrafted Poet's Platter, a gift 

ce1tificate to a local bookstore, ai1d 
a night at the Poetiy Ridge Bed ai1d 
Breakfast. All other winners will re­
ceive a handcrafted mug along with 
a gift certificate to a local bookstore. 

Submission mles: Sub1nit up to 
three poems. Nwnber pages of multi­
page poems. Indicate "Adult" or 
"Young Poet." Young Poets should 
wi'ite their age on the front of the 
sheet where the poem appears, lower 
11ght-hand comer, circled. No other 
identifying info1mation on front of 
sheet, and no staples. 

All poets, on reverse side of poem 
wi'ite naine, address, telephone nwn­
ber and email address. Poems will 
not be retwned. Submit on white 
paper, p1mted clearly in ink or typed 
in plain typeface. Include SASE for 
notification of receipt; otherwise no­
tification will be via email. 

Only w1published poems may be 
submitted. Previous first-place win­
ners may not submit, though top­
placing youth poets may re-submit 
in a new age catego1y. Entries must 
be postinarked by March 5, 2018. 
Mail to: Poet's Seat Poetiy Contest, 
Greenfield Public Libraiy, 402 Main 
St., Greenfield, MA01301. 

For more information, contact 
Hope Schneider at 772-0257 or email 
hopeschneider39 5@comcast.net. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

Loose Basset Hound Wearing Sweater 
Tuesday, 1/z 
'l;:23 a.m. Car vs. deer, 
Main and South Cross 
roads. 
Wednesday, 1/s 
9:22 a.m. Medical emer­
gency: Montague dis­
patch advises they re­
ceived a report of a male 
subject vomiting over the 
side of the Turners Falls­
Gill Bridge. 

2:08 p.m. Snow drifts 
blocking roadway on 
Riverview Drive. 
5: 18 p.m. Chimney fire on 
West Gill Road. 
9:58 p.m. Vehicle slid off 
Back Road. Tow coming 
m the morning. North­
field Mount Hermon se­
curity aware. 

center of the travel lanes 
on Route 2 between old 
BBQ and welding company. 
She is concerned it could 
move into a travel lane. 
12:53 p.m. Caller 
complains of a dark gray 
Toyota Camry weaving 
all over Route 2. 

turned on Main Road, no 
injuries. 
Wednesday, 1/1'7 

7:26 a.m. Caller reports 
traffic lights on Route 2 
are not functioning cor­
rectly. 
Thursday, 1/18 

9:28 a.m. Caller advises 
tl1ere is an ice jam along 
tl1e river in the area of her 
Peterson Way house. 

9:1;2 a.m. Disabled vehicle 
at West Gill and Main 
roads. 

Monday, 1/s 
7:08 p.m. Vehicle slid off 
steep driveway on pri­
vate way off French King 
Highway. No police re­
sponse needed. 

5:03 p.m. Caller advises 
water has started backing 
up in a culvert on High­
land Road. Highway su­
perintendent advised. 

12:03 p.m. Officer at French 
King Highway location to 
keep the peace while party 
removes property. 10:51 a.m. Welfare check 

requested on Main Road. 
'l;:31; p.m. Car vs. deer, 
French King Highway. 
5:31 p.m. Disabled vehicle 
at French King Highway 
and Camp Road. 
Thursday, 1 / 4 

8:38 p.m. Annoying 
phone calls reported from 
Franklin Road. 
Tuesday, 1/9 

3:41 p.m. Vehicle with 
revoked registration 
stopped by Riverside Ra­
diator, Route 2. Criminal 
complaint issued. 

5:07 p.m. Disabled vehi­
cle reported, westbound 
at French King Bridge. 
Was determined to be on 
other side of Erving. As­
sisted with traffic control. 
Numerous vehicles with 
blown-out tires due to 
large pothole. 

12: 17 p.m. Medical emer­
gency, West Gill Road. 
Friday, 1/19 

11:26 a.m. Main Road busi­
ness advises male subject 
just stole from their store. 
5 p.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle, Route 2 at Gill 
lights. 

Saturday, 1 II 3 1:25 p.m. Vehicle stuck 
m driveway, Stoughton 
Place. 
1:3'l;p.m. Two-car accident, 
no personal injury, Route 2 
at Chappell Drive. 

10:05 p.m. Disturbance, 
Chappell Drive. 
Wednesday, 1/10 

2:45 p.m. Complaint of 
vehicle speeding at 90+ 
mph on Route 2 west­
bound. Stopped near 
Greenfield town line; ci­
tation issued. 

8:36 a.m. Traffic hazard 
reported: Chappell' s Brook 
jumped the bank and they 
have a river coming down 
Chappell Drive. 

Saturday, 1 / zo 
3:1;6 p.m. Alarm, Cutler 
Science Center, Northfield 
Mount Hermon. 

1:59 p.m. 911 call: vehicle 
stuck off private way off 
of Main Road. 

Monday, 1/15 

2:44 p.m. Medical emer­
gency, McCollum Ice 
Arena, Northfield Mount 
Hermon. 

3:31; p.m. Accident on 
French King Highway: 
caller hit a tree and went 
into a ditch. No injury. 
6:'l;'l; p.m. Harassment 
report. 

Thursday, 1 / 11 6:20 p.m. Officer request­
ed to help caller retrieve 
her property. 

3:1;9 p.m. Loose Basset 
Hound wearing a sweater 
reported running m tl1e 
road on Route 2 between 
tl1e Wagon Wheel and 
French King Bridge. 

Saturday, 1/6 

8:05 p.m. Caller request­
ed well-being check on a 
friend on Oak Street. 
Friday, 1/iz 

6:30 p.m. Welfare check 
requested. 

5:10 p.m. Basset Hound 
seen running up behind a 
house on Hill Drive. 
Sunday, 1 / z 1 

Tuesday, 1/16 12:32 p.m. Carbon monox­
ide hazard, Boyle Road. 

8:26 p.m. Caller advises 
there is an object in the 4:41 p.m. Vehicle over-

1: 11; p.m. Burglar alarm, 
Center Road. False alarm. 

JUDXO)JID]N~ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here :S-the way it was January 

31, 2008: News from the Montague 
Reporter's archive. 

From Mowing Our Lawns 
To Closing Our Schools 

Nor swp11singly, passions flai·ed 
dwmg the lengthy discussion at the 
special toWll meeting ai·ow1d the 
ainendment to change school clos­
ings to a decision made by 2/3 of the 
school board and a simple majority 
of town meeting members, rather 
than the 8-out-of-9 school commit­
tee vote it had been. 

Ma1y Kociela, head of the Gill­
Montague school boai·d, made the 
case and fielded questions from a 
number of concerned townspeople. 
She explained that she understands 
the original 8-out-of-9 vote system, 
because closing a school is a ve1y 
important decision to make, but 
that the committee's "inability to 
make a decision has led to a 11ft in 
the community." 

Despite numerous questions, Ko­
ciela and interim superintendent Ken 
Rocke were adainant that this vote 
was not about closing individual 
schools in the district right now - al­
though the vote to close Montague 
Center School has already passed 
- but that it was more to ensure fu­
ture protocol. 

Eventually the change did pass, 
45-21, but not before a standing vote 
needed to be taken. 

Another great debate took place 
dwmg the discussion of Alticle 7, 
a proposal to approp11ate $81,080 
for the pwpose of purchasing mow­
ing equipment for the Twners Falls 
Municipal Ai1po1t. Mike Sweeney, 
aiiport manager, explained that now 
that the aiiport has 90 additional 
acres of prope1ty to mow upgraded 

services ai·e needed. 
Many questions later, Mai·ge 

Levenson of the finance committee 
stated she was "not only stunned, 
but aghast" that the airpo1t manager 
would be mowing the ai1po1t lawn 
instead of thinking creatively about 
bringing in revenue. 

Finally, after much debate, the 
aiticle was moved and passed by a 
majority vote. 

Polling Place 
Move Contentious 

The Montague selectboard meet­
ing on Monday was the scene of 
a lively and sometimes fractious 
discussion over the topic of the re­
cently-moved polling location for 
town voting. Residents who previ­
ously voted at the Montague Center 
Libra1y will now do so at the Mon­
tague Center Fire Depaitment on 
Old Sunderland Road. 

Jeff Singleton of Montague Cen­
ter, addressing the select board and 
those assembled, said, "I recognized 
that there may be a problem in the 
cmTent location, but it's a radical 
step to move it. People ai·e reminded 
to vote by seeing voters coming in 
ai1d out of the libraiy." 

Several others echoed Singleton's 
concerns, mentioning the more re­
mote location of the fire depa1tment, 
ai1d the need to use cars to reach it. 

Town clerk Deborah Bourbeau 
explained the decision. The space 
available for voting at the libra1y 
measures 18 by 14 feet, which is 
not enough room for the polling 
booths, an accessible voting ma­
chine, and the check in and check 
out areas. The state Voting Board 
had recently visited the libra1y and 
recommended a move. 

The ai·ea available at the fire sta-

tion will be 18 by 48 feet. 

Virus Strikes Connecticut 
River Salmon Stock 

Many of us love our local Atlan­
tic salmon. We visit the fish ladder 
viewing station - hoping to glimpse 
the rai·e silve1y salmon. We scan the 
scoreboai·d, where FirstLight Power 
Resources, the local dam and fish 
ladder operators, records nwnbers 
of each species passing by the lad­
ders. Our school kids tend salmon 
eggs in their classrooms, watching 
as the large salmon emb1yos devel­
op. They squeal with delight as the 
young salmon squi1m from there 
translucent shells and begin to dart 
about the tank. 

This yeai·, 121 of the 141 salmon 
retw11ing from sea-possibly the same 
ones raised ai1d released by hopeful 
school children - are destined not for 
reproduction at the Richai·d Cronin 
National Salmon Station in Sw1der­
land, but rather, destmction. 

According to Ben Letcher, an 
aquatic ecologist at the Silvio Conte 
Anadromous Fish Research Center 
in Tw11ers Falls, ovai'ian sainples 
from two of the returning adult fish 
tested positive for Infectious Pancre­
atic Necrosis Vi1us, or IPNV, a po­
tentially lethal disease in salmon. 

And so, as a precaution to prevent 
the possible spread of the disease, all 
oft11e adults and over seven hundred 
thousand of their eggs, ai·e slated for 
destiuction at the hands of the hatch­
ery managers who tend these pre­
cious wild fish. 

"I was devastated," said Mickey 
Novak, hatchery mai1ager for the 
Cronin station, speaking of the dras­
tic measures requii'ed. "I've tested 
thousands of samples. I've never had 
to do this in my entire career." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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The Science Page is Powered by the Solar Store of Greenfield. 
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• 

If you have a scientific idea you'd like to ,vrite about, a science-related book to 
_,,-ci'" ..,r td•·•'''r.:~, ~--"'I review, an activity to advertise, or would like to share your experiences ,vith sci, 

,.._,.....,,....._._;i.;;__.1,__"'-"-.::aot..:::e.i... .... -1....,;;;.....i:m..,;r;.a~;.v;.;.....,...,.. ence or any related field, please be in touch: scie11ce@mo11taguereporter.org. 
- Lisa Mcloughlin, editor 

and admirable rigo1~• argue that "scientific meaning itself 
comes from the complex interplay between the verbal 
and the visual in the fo1m of graphs, diagrams, maps, 
drawings, and photographs." Apparently, it took Drs. 
Gross and Ha1mon over 300 pages in their book Science 
from Sight to Insight: How Scientists Illustrate Meaning 
to prove what these aitists know - thus showing om con­
versation, too, was very insightful, ifnot rigorous. 

theme that emerged was the use of tools. As Lama put it, 
"Materials ai·e a scientific aspect of a1t." 

Working with fiber, paints, metal, clay, adhesives -we 
discussed in great depth and detail the vi1tues of Sugm ( a 
moldable glue invented by a woman, Jane Ni Dhulchao­
intigh) vs. another company's silicone; we discussed step 
drills, the chemical composition of paints, and the pro­
cess of fusing. 

Verinonters Track 
Plow Trucks Online 

Circuitously, we returned to the theme of scientific 
content, and that brought a dynamic note into the conver­

Throughout, om conversation was laced with refer­
ences to how the aitists use the technology of the in­
ternet, from marketing to reseai·ch and inspiration. It 

sation. Karen described how her images 
based on electron microscope photos of 
cells tell stories about change: "Changes 
in the world are based on change at the 
cellular level [ ... ] a moment of change 
and synthesis. I can aiticulate a story that 
is not abstract, it's about misc01mnunica­
tion, attempts at connecting. Using that 
image1y, I can a1ticulate a sto1y maybe 

brought home for me, a non-aitist, the 
For more from the artists: fact that what aitists cai1 manifest as ma-

Kai·en Kainenetzky: 
karenkamenetzky.com 

Laura Kay: 
conscientiousobject. com 

Nina Rossi: 
ninastudio.net 

terial in the world sometimes depends on 
physical material possibilities as much 
as their inspiration, and that these ai·e 
not separated or lineai· concepts. From 
the conversation it seemed to me an it­
erative process, as in engineering design, 
when what is possible and what is imag­

about connection ai1d disconnection or transf01mation." 
Even art that does not contain scientific imagery can 

have effects that fall within the realm of science. Nina 
emphasized the psychological effects of art that doesn't 
involve creating an object: conceptual art, e.g. sitting 
naked in a field, has scientific effects on the people who 
see it, and on the person enacting the a1t: "They're pay­
ing attention to the field and their body: anything can 
arise. You'll get interaction from different behaviors, 
how people react to you sitting in the field, there's a 
whole study of human interaction." 

ined dai1ce with each other until a mutual agreement is 
reached. 

In fact, I felt for a time during this conversation I was 
talking with engineers. And this is probably the point. Alt 
and science and engineering - they have a lot in com­
mon; and we are lucky to experience the combi­
nation in these aitists' work. u 

This emphasis on movement - change, a story, an ef­
fect that changes people, was a new concept for me. I 
thought of rut as static, but talking with aitists, what they 
seemed most interested in was its dynamic natill'e, and 
what made it real or not. The conversation becaine more 
philosophical. They admired Andy Goldswo1thy, who 
made and documented ephemeral pieces; but also, Nina 
discussed the un-real nature of a1t she personally had yet 
to see - that rut cannot be fully experienced without being 
there in its presence, and that this lack occurs in the saine 
way with ephemeral rut and more pennanent art that ex­
ists thousands of miles away. 

In this way, time became a dimension in om conver­
sation - laid over place, it either produces reality (when 
they coincide), or an unreality that is different, somehow 
less, when they do not. I hadn't expected the fomth di­
mension to be pa1t of om art conversation, but while the 
a1tists didn't use the same words as physicists, there it 
was, underlying om shared reality. 

After that foray into the theoretical, we retmned to 
material a1t that each of the women creates, and another Woman with Feather Earring qy Nina Rossi. 

FEATURED WEBSITE: DoSomething.org 
By LISA McLOUGHLIN 

This is a website for youth who 
want to make a positive, practi­
cal difference. It lists hundreds of 
fun, creative campaigns for social 
and enviromnental justice. On this 
im1ovative site, you can craft and 
promote your own campaign or 
join an on-going one. 

Exainples of enviromnental cam­
paigns include "Climate Change 
Scavenger Hunt," which gives kids 

tips on how climate change affects 
everyday lives, and encourages 
them to hide notes with this infor­
mation in their parents' appliances 
to help get the message across that 
climate change is real. If you join 
this cainpaign, you'll receive a 
packet about how to talk to your 
parents about climate change. 

"Road to Recovery" helps kids 
make cards with wildlife rehabili­
tator info1mation on them to hand 
out to drivers in their community, 

while "Don't be a Sucker: Share" 
helps youth "slay energy vain­
pires" by unplugging electronic 
equipment that uses electricity 
even while switched off. 

The social justice campaigns ai·e 
even more innovative. "Babysitters 
Club" provides free childcai·e for 
pai·ents completing their GED. "Cri­
sis Crew" posts a mental health crisis 
text line number in public bathrooms, 
while "Food F01ward" donates extra 
cafeteria food to homeless shelters. 

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN 

Ve1mont is way ahead of Mas­
sachusetts in helping drivers find 
clear roads in winter. Their web­
page plowtrncks. vtrans. vermont. 
gov is a government-sponsored 
page that shows in real time the lo­
cation and path of plow tmcks. 

This screenshot was taken at 
8:19 a.m. on Christmas day, 2017. 
It shows those hard-working Ver­
monters plowing throughout the 
state. Each orange blob is a pa1tic­
ulai· buck with a location device, 
and the helpful blue trails can be 
clicked on to show exactly when a 
buck was last there. 

The trails stopped abmptly at 
the Massachusetts border, where I 
would later have to guess how best 
to get to Conway from Northfield. 

Besides being really useful, the 
application has a good dose of hu­
mor. On the opening page of "Find 
My Plow," it doles out the follow­
ing info1matio11 to help with proper 
map interpretation (I wondered if 
this was based on real feedback 
from those sometimes over-literal 
Ve1monters): 

• This map is based on data 
b·ansmitted over a cellular network. 
Like any cell signal, there will be 
glitches and dead zones. Our plows 
do not leap over road sections. 

Note that some of the canipaigns 
on this site ai·e for young adults, 
so not eve1y cainpaign is kid-safe 
- pai·ents should definitely supervise 
younger children using this site. 

This site is wo1th visiting for 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

S creenshot of Vermont snow plows in 
action, Christmas dtfY, 2017. 

• If a b·ansmitter is offiine, the 
buck may appear off the coast of 
Africa or another invalid location. 
We are not plowing there. 

I think the diligent plow opera­
tors in our commonwealth deserve 
an app too. It would save us from 
having to go down to check if we 
can get out of our driveways, and 
maybe even get us to Christmas 
dinner on time. 

the many great ideas that could be 
implemented anywhere, even if you 
don't choose to join in electroni­
cally. It's hopeful to see the creativ­
ity ai1d energy of youth making the 
world a better place. 
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ARTS & ENTERT Al NM ENT 
ONGOING EVENTS: 
EVERY SUNDAY 

McCusker's Co-op Market, Shel­
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions. Mu-

turing portraits and landscapes 
from the artist's previous works. 
Through February 16. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: The 
World of Wrango/ers, Rodeo 
Riders and their Horses. Pho-sicians, all levels, traditional Irish 

music. 10:30 a.m. tos by Diane Norman taken in 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT the wilds of Wyoming. Through 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. February 27. 

FIRST SUNDAY MONTHLY Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 
Green Fields Market, Greenfield: Slice of Humanity. Five art­
Co-op Straight-Ahead Jazz. Bal- ists: depicting the human fig­
cony. Afternoons. ure in unique portraits: Robert 

Bent, Suzanne Conway, Lauren 
EVERY MONDAY Paradise, Nina Rossi and Jeff 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ruary 3. Through February 26. 

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shel­
burne Falls: "Seeing Red." The 
show will feature work by Co-op 
members in which the color red 
is a unifying or dominant theme. 
Media include painting, prints, 
photographs, collage, pottery, 
mixed media sculpture, deco­
rative and wearable fiber art, 
floorcloths, jewelry, and glass. 
Through February 26. 

Whately Library, Whately: Winter 
Light: Art Exhibit. Handmade pa­
per scrolls and origami lanterns 
by Sheryl Jaffe in the Muse Cafe. 
Through March 24. 

Greenfield Harmony Spring Ses- Wrench. Through March. CALL FOR ART: 
sion. No auditions. 6:45 p.m. ------------------

Resist Art 
Show, Brattle­
boro: A call for 
art that reflects 
on the current 
political situa­
tion .Stand up 
and express 
your hopes, 
your outrage, 
your vision, in 
the face of the 
times we are 
living through. 
Open to all 
mediums, in­
cluding writ­
ing ( one page 
maximum and 
presented as 
visually en­
gaging) that 
can be wall­
hung. Exhibit 
to be in May 
2018 at the 
River Garden. 
An opening 
reception will 
take place 
May 4, Gallery 
Walk Friday. 
Artists may 
submit a maxi­

Contact mcbrass@vermonte/. 
net for location and details. 

2ND AND 4TH MONDAYS 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Scotty K's Open Mic. 8 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Stories, projects, 
and snacks for young children 
and their caretakers. 10:15 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. Ages 0 
to 5 and caregivers. 10:30 a.m. 

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAYS 

The Perch (4th floor), Green­
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 
& Late Night Open Mic Jam. 
20 piece ensemble play son, 
salsa, chacha and much more. 
8 p.m. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. Chil­
dren and their caregivers. 10 to 
10:45 a.m. 

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAYS 

Hubie's Tavern, Turners Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 7 p.m. 

2ND AND 4TH THURSDAYS 

Hubie's Tavern, Turners Falls: 
Karaoke Night, 8 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURSDAY 

Tilton Library, S. Deerfield: Book 
Discussion. 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Hubie's Tavern, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic Country with Heath 
Lewis, 9 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY 

Arms Library, Shelburne Falls: 
Open Prose and Poetry Read­
ing. Arrive early to sign up for 5 
to 10 minute slots. 7 p.m. 

Element Brewing Company, 
Millers Falls: Brute's Irish Band. 
6 p.m. 

EXHIBITS: 
Greenfield Gallery, Greenfield: 
There Must Be Something in the 
Water by Paul Specht. There 
Must Be Something in the Water 
is a collection of composite pho­
tographs by Paul Specht, fea-

\108f.d 

A portrait by Jeff Wrench, one of jive artists in the 
current ''Slice of Humanity" exhibit at Nina's Nook 

in Turners Falls. Sqys Wrench, who paints on wallpaper 
samples and paint chips, ''I draw attention to the paint 
itself by using heat!J brush strokes and colors that mqy 
not necessari!J conform to reality. These techniques and 
the use of 'reac!J-made' su,faces create opportunities far 

serendipity." Sho1ving now through March 31. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel­
burne Falls: Remembrance of 
Our Past: Inspiration From The 
1800s Women Abolitionists For 
Our Times. Fifteen years ago 
fellow Librarians Mary Boehmer 
and Bambi Miller illuminate the 
nineteenth century story of the 
Dorsey Family, Freedom Seek­
ers from Liberty, Maryland and 
the Leavitt Family, staunch Abo­
litionists of Charlemont. Exhibit 
includes contemporary Un­
derground Railroad quilts, his­
torical artifacts and facsimiles. 
Through February. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel­
burne: Fly Away Home ... by Be­
linda Lyons Zucker. Dolls and 
figures from Black folklore that 
tell of Africans that flew, per­
haps as a desire to ease their 
weary lives; to dream of escape. 
Through February. 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague: 
Small Works Exhibit and Sale. 
Show of small works contributed 
by area artists. Reception Feb-

mum of two pieces of wall art, no 
more than 36" by 36". Jury fee 
of $20 is due with the applica­
tion by March 15. All work must 
be submitted digitally. To receive 
an entry form, further details: re­
sistartists201 B@gmail.com. 

AUDITIONS: 

Mutton and Mead Festival Shire 
Cast Audition: The Shire Cast is 
at the heart of Mutton and Mead's 
interactive experience.Each cast 
member plays a character or role 
from the story of Robin Hood, 
and or the shire of Nottingham. 
Together these characters bring 
the story of Robin Hood to life, 
through coordinated street and 
stage shows and semi-scripted/ 
improvised interaction with festi­
val patrons. Shire cast members 
also can join a number of other 
singing and dancing ensembles 
to bring further cheer to the day! 
Auditions held February 3, 4, 
and 10 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at 

B7 

the Montague Common Hall in X. 7:30 p.m. $ 
Montague Center. Register to 
audition at muttonandmead.org. 

EVENTS: 

Mount Toby Meetinghouse, Lev­
erett: Fundraiser Concert featur­
ing Kit Johnson, Ben Tousley, 
Sue Kranz, Court Dorsey, and 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 Jay Mankita. A variety of music 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: including folk, classical and jazz, 
Four Rivers Charter School An- to benefit the Friends Meeting-
nua/ Variety Show. 7 p.m. $ house. 7:30 p.m. Donation. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Whiskey Root Cellar, Greenfield: Plate 
Treaty. Live road show. 8 p.m. $ scrapers. Bluegrass and folk. 8 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Win- p.m. $ 
ter Carnival Ball with Roomful of 
Blues with Erin Harpe and the 
Delta Swingers. Blend of swing, 
rock 'n' roll, jump, blues and 
R&B. 8:30 p.m. $ 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

La Mariposa, Turners Falls: 
Come Celebrate With Me, com­
munity poetry reading with queer 
and trans POC poets, 6 to 8 
p.m.; dance party to follow at 8 
p.m. Tamales for sale, to benefit 
the People's Fund. 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Wen­
dell: Tommy Filiault Trio honors 
Charles Neville. New Orleans 
style music. Benefit for Seeds of 
Solidarity. Opportunity to support 
Charles Neville fundraiser to off­
set medical expenses for the per­
former, who is battling pancreatic 
cancer. 7:30 p.m. Donation. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Mardi Gras with Samirah Evans 
and Trailer Park. See description 
in this section. 8 p.m. $ 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Dave 
Noonan's Green /s/andw/ special 
guests I-Ganie Sound System. 
Reggae, dub, roots. 8 p.m. $ 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Hittin' the Note. Allman Bros 
tribute band. 9 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Equa/ites, Reggae fantastico! 
9p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
The Joe Belmont Experience, 
Jazz with Evelyn Harris. 6 p.m. $ 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Two Week Notice and Mystics 
Anonymous. Singer songwriter 
projects, eclectic independent 
rock. 8 p.m. $ 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Great Falls Coffeehouse Series 
presents Lisa Davol and Steven 
Page. Classic tunes from the 
Great American Songbook. 7 
p.m. Donation. 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Tap 
Root and Rebirth. Matthew King 
(El Rey Mateo) and the TapRoots 
band in a night filled with rhythm, 
spirit, poetry, politics and com­
munity. 9 p.m. $ 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Mardi Gras Madness, featuring 
local Cajun and Zydeco bands 
Zydeco Connection and Bayou 

t~1.Jt r~,1 
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POLARIS from page B1 

dancers. It has been a long-established tradi­
tion in the United States, known as far back as 
the 1780s. Its popularity has gone through ups 
and downs, although it has always found strong 
suppo1t in n011hem New England. The resm­
gence in modem contra dancing began back in 
the 1970s and has continued to gain followers 
all across the com1try since then. 

All of the members of Polaris met at contra 
dances; Jesse's parents began talcing him not 
long after he was born. They all began playing 
music at a yom1g age. Sam, who is from Con­
way, staited piano in the second grade and began 
playing folk music in the ninth grade. Rose grew 
up listening to her father's CDs ofWtldAspara­
gus, a longtime favorite Massachusetts contra 
band, and staited playing the fiddle at ten. 

Maita learned about contra music through 
her parents and began playing classical violin 
when she was fom. And Jesse took up classical 
piano early on in grade school. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

a great deal of time to the cause. With his help, 
and the generosity of all the dedicated contra 
dancers, a new floor and other renovations were 
done to the hall, making it one of the prime ven­
ues for contra dai1cing in the US. 

David Kaynor, musician and a long-time 
promoter of contra dancing and its music, has 
encomaged many musicians and dancers in 
their pa1ticipation of the contra dance world. 

These are just two examples of the people 
who have helped make the Guiding Star Grange 
such a popular contra dance destination. 

At this time, three of the Polai'is bai1d mem­
bers ai·e attending college out of the state. In 
Sam's case, out of the country, as he is study­
ing music at Holland College on Prince Edwai·d 
Island. Maita is at the University of Vermont, 
and Rose is at the College of the Atlantic in Bar 
Hai·bor, Maine. 

Jesse, the only bai1d member cmTently in the 
Pioneer Valley, is a student at Greenfield Com­
munity College. 

Whenever possible, the band gets together 
to practice ai1d play at dances. The next time 
the band will play in public will be May 19 at 
the Lenox Commmlity Center in Lenox, Mas­
sachusetts. Their other professional venues this 
summer will be dmmg Jm1e and August, and 
then they will retm11 to their studies in the fall. 

Perhaps the biggest cross-generational ap­
peal of contra dancing is the friendly social 
atmosphere it engenders. As opposed to the 
more typical bar scene in other music venues, 
contra dances are held in well-lit, generally al­
cohol-free halls where the acoustic music does 
not drown out conversation. All are welcome, 
and often there is an introducto1y lesson at the 
beginning of the night for new attendees. The 
dancing involves continually changing part­
ners, which also encomages a group spirit of 
participation and inclusiveness. 

The Guiding Stai· Grange in Greenfield is a 
mecca for contra dai1cing, and is known as such 
across the country. This is due, in great pait, to 
its members' dedication. At one time it looked 
like the grange would be sold. The original 
membership had dwindled and there was a need 
for the hall to be re-habilitated. 

Peter May, of Habitat for Humanity, was one 
of the principal advocates for the preservation 
of the grange and gave his financial support and 

While Polaris does not have any of their mu­
sic for sale at this time, they do hope to record 
it at a later date. They ai·e c01mnitted to playing 
together as a band ai1d they all have plans to be 
involved with music for the foreseeable futme. 

Wherever their musical explorations take 
them, contra dance music will have se1ved as 
the foundation for their musical inspiration and 
perhaps something they, too, will pass on to the 
next generation. 

A video from a Greenfield Grange 
performance in 2016 is available on YouTu.be -
search for "Polaris Debut at the II 
Guiding Star Grange. " ~ 

Top: Neil Cloaca Young of Turners Falls brandishes his 
Montague Repo1ter in front of an old boat, old cana4 and 
old windmill in foggy Schiedam, Netherlands last 111eek. Our 

January 11 edition also made it onto the dancefoor at Forbidden 
City in Ant111erp, Belgium (bottom right) and to the International 

Film Festival in Rotterdam (bottom left), where Young and co­
director Jake Meginsli:J attended the world premiere of Jvlilford 
Graves Full Mantis, their feature documentary on New York 

llOAD 
drummer/ percussionist Mi!ford Graves. Going somewhere? Take us with you! 

Send photos to editot@montaguereporter.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE! (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666. 

~ 

A BEAUTIFUL 
Smile Starts With 
Healthy Teeth 
GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD 

HOME PROS 
+ l 3-221-3837 W\V\V.BOBSH0\11:PROS.CO.\rl 

2.) 'frars Expcrit'llCt' in Cnmnwrcial and 

Residential nuildin~ & Rt'rnodcli11g 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

low tn_e S. 

2 Fiske Avenue 
Greenfield, MA 

413_772_3122 
solarstoreofgreenlield.com 

AIIEarth Solar Trackers are American 
engineered and American made and 
come with a 10-year full-system warranty 
and a 25-year design life. A system that's 
effective and efficient every day - a system 
that you can count on well into the future. 

,lrbsl Chnsline Pel/eM www dWIIOllllmlsrm com 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turner; Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Argy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.blrnerafallsplzza.com 
119 Avenue A, Turners falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague Street ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

Come See What's Cooking! 

Oloose from a variety of Party 
Platters to pre order for your 

entertaining needs! 
tt5ee our website for details•• 

Our Own Chicken & Eggs 

Free-Ronge Turkey 

Grass-Fed fJccf & Lamb 

Home-style Meals, Sides, Soups, 

& Desserts 
Our farm store is open year round! 

126Mormon Hollow Road~ Wendell. MA01379 

info@thedtEtmandfarm.com 

thediemandfarm.com 

Mon-Sat 73m-Spm 

Closf"d Sundays (January thru April) 

The Gill Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
41 3-863-9006 

;:.,,, 

LSrRACTOR 
Get more tractor for your money! 

Rte 63, Montague 413-367-2481 
sirnmequipment.com iMM 

~ VISIT OVR NEl/7 

~ TJ\STIMB HOOIVI 
ARTISAM 
BEVERAGE 
COOPERATIVE 

WWW.ARTB[V.COOP 

FRl:4-7PM 
SAT:2-6PM 
324 Wells Street, Greenfield, MA 
Franklin County CDC 

111 
AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

(413) 863-5447 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

WE FIX COMPUTERS! 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

Reward Yourself 
with the FREE GSB Debit Card 

1 

$1 0 BUZZ Points : 
~ Sig_n~~~ Bonus·· : 

,,,31114-3191-(413)584-4441 Q Greenfield 
greenfielcbavings.com Savings Bank 
•Double points earning offer (2X pointsl applies only to locally-
owned businesses which are in the GSB-Buzz Points Database 
at time of purchase and is not applicable al local outlets of 
national or regional chain stores or businesses. 

•• Must open account by 3/6/18 and sign up for BUZZ Points by 
3/16/18 to qualify. 

Member FDIC/Member DIF • Equal Housing Lender@ 




