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ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Town Hit With Fine Over 
Elevators In Abandoned Mill 
By KATIE NOLAN 

"This is beyond ridiculous!" 
assistant assessor Jacqueline Boy
den commented, as the selectboard 
considered the demands from the 
state Office of Public Safety and 
Inspections (OPSI) regarding four 
elevators at the fo1mer Internation
al Paper Mill. 

The IP Mill, on Papennill Road, 
closed abmptly in 2000. In 2005, a 
real estate company bought the prop
erty, but it remained undeveloped 
and abandoned. While the property 
was abandoned, the buildings were 
stripped of all copper pipes and 
wires. In 2014, Erving acquired the 
property for back taxes. 

This week, OPSI fined the town 

$80,000 for not inspecting and licens
ing the four elevators in the buildings 
during the period since their licenses 
expired in 2002 and 2003. 

Administrative coordinator B1y
an Smith said he contacted OPSI, 
telling them that the town has only 
owned the property since 2014, that 
buildings are not occupied and are 
boarded up, that the elevators have 
not been operating for years, that 
there is no wiling or power to the 
buildings to nm the elevators, and 
that the Erving police department 
conducts smveillance at the prop
erty to prevent trespassing. He said 
he provided OPSI with photos of the 
boarded-up doors and windows and 
empty electrical conduits. 

see ERVING page A? 

Leverett Extends A Hand 
To Hopeful Homebuyers 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

"I definitely think we're on the 
right track," said Julie Shively of 
Leverett's recent efforts to promote 
affordable housing. "We now have 
yom1g people whose frunilies live in 
town, and people who work in town, 
able to afford housing here." 

Shively serves on both the se
lectboru·d and the Leverett Housing 
Tmst, which oversees a housing pro
gram funded under the Community 
Prese1vationAct (CPA). 

At its annual town meeting last 
sp1ing, Leverett allocated $250,000 
from funds set aside for community 
prese1vation to subsidize "affordable 
housing" in the town. 

The progrrun is prut of the state-

wide CPA which Leverett voted to 
adopt back in 2002. That act, which 
is financed by a tax on property own
ers, is best known for the prese1vation 
of open space and historic buildings. 
But there is a requirement that cities 
and towns use some of the money to 
promote affordable housing. 

The web page of the town's 
Community Preservation Com
mittee (CPC) defines "community 
housing" as housing purchased by 
low- and moderate-income buyers. 
Low income is measured as below 
80% of Franklin County's median 
family income, while moderate in
come is anything between that and 
the median. 

The town has established two 

see LEVERETT page AS 

Hillcrest Friends Raise 
Cash For Play Equipment 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

TURNERS FALLS - The stu
dents of Hillcrest Elementa1y, from 
pre-K to first grade, need new play
ground equipment, md the Friends 
of Hillcrest are determined to help 
them get it. 

The Friends, a parent-teacher 
group that ainls to bring enrichment 
activities and frunily programs to 
the school community, have formed 
a Playground Committee in order 

to address the need for updated 
equipment on the kindergaiten and 
first grade playground, which is a 
large wide field with some swings 
and slides, and a variety of clinlb
ing stmctures, all of which are ag
ing and will need replacing. There 
is another small playground near 
the school entrance that se1ves the 
preschool. 

Their effo1t begai1 this week with 
a Free Soup and Gaines fundraising 

see HILLCREST page A? 

Recess on the old equipment at Hillcrest. 

Federal Drive To Deport Hits Home 
time in which lawyers 1night be able to build a case for 
their father to remain in the countiy. 

All seven of the detaiI1ees on the Haitford docket on 
Wednesday were scheduled to appear by video confer
ence from Greenfield. As it turned out, four had been 
ti·ansferred to the Plymouth Comity Con-ectional Facil
ity, a jail iii another iinmigration comt's jurisdiction. 

This came as a surprise to Judge Straus. It appeared 
that the Depa1tment of Homeland Security had failed 
to file the proper "1-830" fo1ms notifying the Depart
ment of Justice that the men had been moved. 

"Eve1ythiI1g that happened today was confusing," 
Neida Berdugo, Ramirez' fiancee, said afte1wards. "It 
was crazy. I was expectiI1g these people to know he 
wasn't in Greenfield anymore." 

Neida Berdugo of Turners Falls emerged from her 
ftance} deportation hearing in Hartford to find a cr0111d of 
hundreds ral!Jing in support of immigrant rights. ''It real!J 

helps to see that 111e're not alone," she told the Reporter. 

Since Ramfrez'surprise an-est by ICE in SpriI1gfield 
on his way to his roofing job on the morning of No
vember 7, the Ttirners Falls mother of five has been 
ti·aveling to the Greenfield jail with her children dur
ing visitiI1g hours, three tunes a week. The couple be
lieves he is eligible for a cancellation of removal - on 
the grom1ds that he has been iii the countiy for over 
IO years, and that it would pose the family a hai·dship 
- but they have not yet been able to track down docu
mentation proving his an-ival date iii the countiy. 

By MIKE JACKSON 

HARTFORD, CT - Even before CeleriI10 
"Ricai·do" Ramirez Hernandez' number was called, 
it was cleai· to nearly everyone iii the comtroom 
Wednesday morning - his fiancee, the supporters who 
packed the benches behind her, a sweaty young ICE 
lawyer, and a visibly irritated Judge Michael Straus 
- that something had gone wrong. 

On November 22, Sti·aus denied Ramirez bond, fur
ther hindering their ability to assemble a case. A week 
later, dozens of detainees were abmptly moved to 
Plymouth, after Fra11klin County sheriff Chris Donelan 
told ICE his office would no longer be able to provide 
ti·anspo1tation se1vices for the federal government. 

A Long Morning Only Mr. Ramirez' twin 5-month-old girls, burbling 
quietly iii their matching piilk bows, were oblivious to 
the fact that a pape1work mixup by the federal govern
ment had bought another week, and another little bit of 

On Wedi1esday moming, Berdugo woke up at 5 
a.m. to get the babies ready, and to leave her three 

see HITS HOME page A4 

Open Enrollment: Local Navigators 
Scramble To Connect People With Plans 
By NATAN COHEN 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - In 
Massachusetts, it is the middle of 
open enrollment under the Afford
able Cai·e Act (ACA), although you 
might not know it. The open enroll
ment period, which began Novem
ber I and ends Januaiy 23, is the 
one time each year many residents 
ai·e able, or forced, to change their 
health insurance plan. 

In August, the Tmmp adininistra
tion announced it would be cutting 
funding for ACA adve1tising by 90 
percent. As a result, local agencies 
nationwide ai·e doing eve1ything 
they can to get the word out. 

Cameron Carey, develop-
ment director at the Community 

Health Center of Franklin County 
(CHCFC), located in Montague 
City and Greenfield, encourages 
anybody who knows about the open 
enrollment period to share with 
fainily, friends and neighbors. 

"Even if you don't need it for 
yourselves, chances are someone in 
your immediate social circle does," 
he said. "We're doing as much as we 
can to create some general aware
ness with radio allllouncements on 
WHAi and Beai· Countiy, and social 
media, as well as hanging printed 
info1mation in our offices." 

The Massachusetts State Health 
Connector funds a Health Navigator 
position at CHCFC to do outreach 
in the community and assist people 
with signing up for health insurance, 

but that position has been vacant 
since October. "We have recently 
hired someone to fill that position," 
Carey shared. "Unfortunately, cer
tification to become a Health Navi
gator is pretty comprehensive, and 
takes time." 

"We ai·e hoping to have that op
erable and that position filled within 
four or five weeks," he told us -
meaning not until the last two or three 
weeks ofthis yeai·'s open enrollment 
period. In the meantiine, according 
to Carey, it's been chaUengmg for 
the Center to have so many people, 
both patients and non-patients, com
ing through their doors looking for 
help with open enrollment when the 
position is not filled. 

see INSURANCE page AS 

Alzheimer's Care - For The Caregivers 
By JOE KWIECINSKI 

GREENFIELD - Meet Linda 
Puzan. She's a woman on a special 
mission. 

As clinical se1vices coordinator 
at LifePath, headqua1tered at IOI 
Mm1son Street in Greenfield, Puzan 
receives refe1rnls from colleagues 
regarding caregivers interested in 
dementia coaching. 

A caregiver is anyone who looks 
after, suppo1ts, and supe1vises those 
who are afflicted with this difficult, 
merciless disease. Usually, fam
ily members step up to assume this 
highly demanding role: spouses, 
siblings, or other relatives. 

"According to the Alzheimer's 
Association," said Puzan, "Alz
heinler's is actually a type of de
mentia. It's an umbrella te1m that 
describes a wide range of symptoms 

associated with a decline in mem-
01y or other thiilking skills, severe 
enough to reduce a person's ability 
to perfo1m everyday activities. Al
zheinler's disease accounts for 60 to 
80 percent of dementia." 

Linda is a specialist who pro
vides dementia counseling. "The 
coaching I provide," said the social 
worker, "includes safety issues in 
the home, environmental concerns 
in the home, behavioral issues, and 
communication difficulties. Along 
the way, I may suggest other activi
ties and relay info1mation and make 
refeITals to other resources in the 
community that might help. Above 
all, we wai1t to impart to caregivers 
that they are not alone." 

November was National Alz
heimer's Disease Awai·eness Month 
- and National Family Caregivers 
Month. The latter recognizes the 

LiftPath} Linda PuZfln helps those 
caringjor individuals with Alzheimeri 

nation's millions of dedicated peo
ple who accept the challenge of sup
po1ting a loved one. 

As stated by the Centers for Dis
ease Conti·ol and Prevention, Al
zheimer's Disease st11kes more than 
3 million people in our countiy. 

see CAREGIVERS page A3 
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Broader Horizons 
The "tax bill" that passed the US 

Senate last week isn't Congress' fi
nal product, but it's hard to imag
ine substantial improvement during 
reconciliation. It's time to brace 
ourselves for the hit we know is 
coming. This is their cash-out. 

It's structured as a time bomb, 
with relatively larger cuts going 
to relatively poorer sections of the 
population in the sho1test te1m, but 
shifting significantly - tax increas
es for most of those making under 
$75,000 a year by 2027 . 

It will create an increase in the 
deficit that is likely to trigger man
dato1y cuts in Medicare. 

The central idea is a deep corpo
rate tax cut that Republicans claim 
will serve to grow the economy 
enough to trickle down value to 
workers which will offset our even
tual tax increases. But how many 
Americans would really take that 
bet if it were presented to them? 

The US Treasmy's Office of 
Tax Analysis produced a repo1t in 
2012 that concluded that ''workers 
pay 18 percent of the corporate tax 
while owners of capital pay 82 per
cent." In anticipation of having to 
publicly argue that a giant corporate 
tax giveback would directly benefit 
working people, tl1e department un
der Tmmp appointees removed the 
study, and instead insist tl1at "70 
percent of the tax burden falls on 
American workers." Riiight. 

And then there's the "tax re
fo1m" that includes opening up I. 5 
million acres of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. (The House ver
sion would lift the ban on churches 
campaigning and fundraising for 
politicians.) 

Our president tells his base that 
our countiy has tl1e highest tax rate 
in the world, but this is not remotely 
tiue - both our individual and cor
porate rates are lower than the aver
age advanced industi'ial nation's. 

The elephant in the room is the 
offsh01'ing of capital. With I 0% of 
the planet's economic value stashed 
under flags of convenience, untax
able where it is produced, national
ists must show tl1ey, too, are willing 
to roll over for tl1e 1-ich if they're to 
distract them from developing the 
logical foil to a global market - a 
global regulato1y system. 

This is a new era we are enter
ing, through the looking glass. Or 
at least, those of us in the higltly 
developed countries of the global 
No1th; another view is that the 
auste11ty mles we have imposed 
on the South have finally caught 
up with us. Any countiy that ti'ies 
to ensure a decent amount of the 
social surplus goes toward provid-
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ing a minimmn standard of living 
is subject to a capital strike. 

Cars, grain, pants, and phones 
may be produced through coop
erative global processes, but tax 
policy and provisions for social 
welfare are expected be set in na
tional silos. For most, it's a race to 
the bottom. For the tiuly rich, it's a 
ve1y exciting time to be alive. 

It took a world war for the 
Transatlantic mling class to fo1m 
the League of Nations, and a sec
ond one for the constiuction of the 
b11efly much more se11ous United 
Nations. The founding documents 
of the UN and all of its agencies are 
a capsule from that forgotten time, 
the attempts of a deeply trauma
tized generation to prevent the the 
next and probably final cataclysm. 

But this mechanism, dedicated 
to "solving international problems 
of an economic, social, cultural, or 
humanitarian character" without 
bloodshed, is a shadow of its for
mer self. And it seems likely that 
global econo1nic coordination will 
only come after the competition 
among nations becomes war. 

And this is why the coming 
tax cut is bound to be followed by 
military buildup. Global econo1nic 
downturn makes the threat of con
flict sound more salient, but boom 
times are argued to be the rigl1t 
moment to build the wa1making 
capacity; both logics point only to 
growth, and nobody in Ame11can 
public life ever seems to openly 
discuss benchmarks for when we 
should save some money by slash
ing the 1nilita1y budget. 

The only path out of this in
exorable downward spiral is inter
nationalism. The seeds of global 
cooperation are already present in 
"civil society," but up until now, 
that society has tended to be popu
lated by those wealthy enough to 
travel, educate their children at in
ternational schools, and donate to 
NGOs ( or work for them between 
college and marriage, etc.). There
fore, their goals have been lofty. 

But why not build global solu
tions to simple problems? Why 
not organize around global supply 
chains to make diapers free to all 
baby humans eve1ywhere? Or in
sulin to all diabetics? No offense 
to climate change and nuclear dis
aimament, but why not start with 
some of the ones we can win, and 
encourage literally eve1yone to 
help in some small way? 

It's a more likely way to build a 
safety net than national taxes, and 
tl1e more we collaborate now, the 
less likely we all are to be duped 
into the war, when it comes. 
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John Anctil and Sam Robinson 
set a 10-kW fresnel on top of 

a stand at the FastLights 
lighting compa,ry, located in 

the former Saint Anne '.r 
Church in Turners Falls. 

Next week, FastLights will 
go to New York City to do 
a i\1att Damon promo. The 
compa,ry has been based in 
Turners Falls for about five 

years, and employs eight people. 

(Mr. Anctil offered to pqy 
this reporter to write an article 
about light pollution from a 

particular sign outside a bank 
in town. This was declined, 

and a suggestion made that the 
eloquent business owner wn'te a 
Letter to the Editor insteadlj 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

Why the Town Of Wendell 
Needs An Elected MLP Board 

By ROBERT HELLER 

1. What exactly is a Municipal Light Plant? 
A Mmlicipal Light Plant (MLP) is a municipally

owned entity that is allowed by MGL Chapter 164*. 
More than I 00 years ago, when it was dete1mined 

that the electric companies were unable or unwilling to 
serve small (mral) towns, MLPs were intended to allow 
small towns to build and operate their own electI'ic gen
eration plants and electi·ic distribution networks. 

Later, this body of law was amended to include other 
things, like the disti'ibution of natural gas, telephone, 
cable TV, and eventually broadband Internet services. 
Again, this was to allow small (1ural) towns to provide 
services that the pi'ivate companies ai·e unable, or un
willing, to provide to these small (mral) towns. 

Wendell has, in fact, passed the town meeting a1ticles 
to create a MLP for the pmpose of providing broadband 
Internet se1vices. And the town is currently in the pro
cess of actually building a fiber-to-the-home network. 

This article will talk about the ways this broadband 
Internet network can be governed. 

2. Municipal Light Plant governance options 
Chapter 164 talks about three ways a Municipal 

Light Plant might be governed: 
I. The "executive branch" of the town may act as the 

Municipal Light Plant's board. In the case of Wendell, 
this would be the Selectboai·d. (It is also possible for the 
"executive branch" to appoint a municipal light board, 
although this has not been tested in a comt oflaw.) 

2. The town can choose to elect a municipal light 
board consisting of either three or five citizens of the 
town. (See Section 55 ofMGL Chap. 164.) 

3. A "mmlicipal light commission" could be estab
lished by act of the legislature. (See Section 56A of 
MGLChap. 164.) 

Each of these options has some pros and cons, but 
before we get into that, it would be useful to understand 
how a Municipal Light Plant operates, and what its gov
erning body needs to do. 

3. How a Municipal Light Plant works 
First of all, a Mmlicipal Light Plant generally operates 

like a business: it provides services to customers. It man
ages its physical plant (like an electI'ic power plant and 
power disti'ibution wires); it sends monthly bills to cus-

tomers; it collects payments from customers, and so on. 
In Wendell's case, it is maintaining the fiber-op

tic cables on the utility poles, maintaining the centi·al 
switching system, and so on. 

Wendell, being a small town, will most likely con
ti·act out for all of these tilings, so the actual manage
ment work of the MLP should be ve1y minimal - mostly 
just overseeing the conti·actor or conti·actors, and some 
light bookkeeping. Oh, the Municipal Light Plant man
ages its own books and its own accounts. 

The Municipal Light Plant takes in money from cus
tomers, and spends that money to manage and maintain 
its physical plant. It generally does not get an approp11a
tion from a town meeting vote, and does not need a town 
meeting vote to autho11ze its spending. It operates like an 
independent entity from the rest of town government. 

This is necessa1y because the Municipal Light Plant 
is, after all, a business, that the town owns: a business 
that needs a level of autonomy to function properly on 
a day-to-day basis. 

4. Advantages of an elected Municipal Light Board 
Because the Municipal Light Plant is really an in

dependent entity, having an independently-elected Mu-
1licipal Light Boai·d makes a lot of sense. 

There could be a fair amount of specialized work to 
manage the Municipal Light Plant, work the Selectboard 
doesn't need added to tlleir already overfull "plate." 

The Mmlicipal Light Board would most likely be a 
group of people who can concentrate on this one aspect 
of the town's business, and not be distracted by other 
town business. 

Since the Municipal Light Board needs to be elected 
at the annual town elections (in eai·ly May), the town 
needs to approve the enabling article some time before 
those elections, with enough time for interested people 
to take out nomination papers. A special town meeting 
in Febmaiy or March would work. 

Robert Heller has lived in Wendell since the mid
l 970s. He was on the original broadband committee 
from its fonnation in 2005 until its reorganization as 
two committees in 2016, and he is currently the town i 
WiredWest representative. His small software and Linux 
administration consulting business, Deepwoods Soft
ware, has been operating since 1993 out of his home 
deep in the woods on Locke Hill. 

• General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Chapter 164. See ma/egislature.gov/Laws/Genera/Laws/Partl/TitleXXJJ/Chapterl 64. 
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ation and Environmental Center, 
will lead a nature-themed art ac
tivity at the DVAA Center for the 

~ Arts at 105 Main Street. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
Children ages 4 and older can 

~ create a "Birds and Birches" illus

0:: 
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Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Due to an abundance of aitisans, 
the 13th Annual Wendell Crafts 
Fair will be held in two locations 
this year just a couple hundred feet 
from each other along the Wendell 
Town Common. The Old Wendell 
Town Hall, on Center Street, is the 
largest venue where there will also 
be music and food. The nearby 
Wendell Senior Center will hold ad
ditional crafters and vendors. 

The Wendell Crafts Fair is free, 
as is parking. Both venues will be 
open from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. this 
Friday, December 8, and 10 a.m. to 
4 p m. on Saturday, December 9. 

Dinner will be prepared and 
served in the Old Town Hall on 
Friday between 5 to 7 p.m. On 
Saturday, lunch will be seived 
from 11 :30 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. The 
menu for both days includes New 
England clam chowder, haddock 
sandwiches, haddock nuggets, and 
pulled pork sandwiches. 

This Saturday, December 9, is 
shaping up to be pretty busy in a 
number of other respects, too: 

• First Mountain Design, at 
142 Depot Road in Leverett, is hav
ing a holiday studio sale from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. You will find ait to 
wear that is locally designed and lo
cally sewn, along with fun, stylish, 
aitistic, liberating clothing. 
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• Leverett Crafts and Arts, at 
13 Montague Road, is having their 
holiday sale Saturday and Sunday, 
December 9 and 10, from 10 a m. to 
5 p.m. Refreshments will be seived. 

• Local coin and antique deal
er Gary Konvelski will be at the 
Greenfield Savings Bank in Turners 
Falls, staiting at 10 a.m., to assess 
or appraise any treasures that you 
may be curious about a value. Kon
velski has been a longtime collector 
of jewelry, coins, cmTency, books 
and other antiques. 

• Hayrides, theater, caroling, 
Santa by the Fire, reindeer food, hot 
chocolate, ginger bread decorating, 
Celtic dancing, a bonfire and other 
activities to be announced, will 
have Noithfield's Main Street alive 
with menymakers during Special 
Day in Northfield. 

The event mns from 10 a.m. to 
6 pm. Follow the blue and white 
snowflakes to event locations. Pick 
up a schedule card/raffle ticket at 
paiticipating venues for times and 
locations. Visit five different loca
tions and have your card initialed 
at each to be eligible for the N01th
field Gift Basket drawing. Pai·king 
behind Green Trees Galleiy and at 
the Town Hall is free. 

• During the Special Day cele
bration, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 pm., 
Kim Noyes, education coordinator 

CAREGIVERS from page A 1 persons with Alzheimer's disease 
"We salute the care and suppoit and dementia," said LifePath's ex

provided by primaiy caregivers of ecutive director, Roseann Martoc
cia. "The whole fainily is impacted 
by these two illnesses. When car
ing for a loved one, you must take 
care of yourself, too." 

There are 10 signs and symp
toms of caregiver stress, according 
to LifePath. They are denial, social 
withdrawal, anxiety, anger and fms
tration, depression, iITitability, lack 
of concentration, exhaustion, sleep
lessness, and health problems. 

Linda Puzan facilitates an Inter-
• net-based support group through 

Alan and Deb Bachrach of 
Petersham enjoy the compa,ry of 

their dogs, Bella and Zoe, while Alan 
listens to music on his iPod, provided 

through a partnership between LiftPath 
and the Alzheimer's Music Project 
in Pelham. Alan, who has dementia 

with Leuy bodies, finds the music to be 
soothing, and often sings along. 

LifePath, utilizing a media website, 
phone and webcam - caineras on 
computers. "Technology gives us a 
chance," she said, "to reach cai·e
givers who have a problem getting 
out to a suppoit group." 

Puzan sti·esses that "it feels veiy 
satisfying to be able to offer infor
mation and suppoit to caregivers, 
so they can have the tools that they 
may not have known about. 

People inight simply not know 
where to tum or think that their 
loved ones Inight get better or that 
their illness inight go away." 

Dr. Stuait Anfang, who seives 

trated cai·d using cardstock, crayons, 
stickers, constiuction paper, scissors 
and glue. All materials will be pro
vided by Noithfield Mom1tain, and 
children may join any time during 
the session. 

• Adults and teens ai·e invited 
to come make holiday cards and 
enjoy home-baked cookies at the 
Carnegie Libraiy in Turners Falls 
starting at 2 p m. 

Please consider making cards for 
residents of local nursing homes. 
They will be disti·ibuted and greatly 
appreciated. Cookies and cai·d-mak
ing supplies provided by the Friends 
of the Montague Public Libraries. 

• Enjoy timeless holiday mu
sic performed by Steve Ciechom
ski and Tom Kostek at Montague 
Congregational Church's Holiday 
Concert. The conceit takes place 
from 5 to 6:30 p m. with optional 
pot luck dinner to follow - bring a 
dish to share! Free will donations 
will benefit the Salvation Anny. 

• All ai·e cordially invited to a 
Christmas Carol Sing Along & 
Concert at the Greenfield High 
School at 6 p m. 

Spend a fun-filled evening sing
ing cai·ols and enjoying music from 
the 4DlG Gospel Quaitet, Valley 
Revival Choir, and several other 
talented singers and musicians. 
This event is free of charge and 
open to the public. 

The Turners Falls High School 

as chief of Adult Psychiatiy at 
Baystate Medical Center in Spring
field, clai·ifies why the mortality 
rate from Alzheimer's shot up 55 
percent from 1999 through 2014. 
"As the population ages," said Dr. 
Anfang, "and people are living lon
ger due to other medical advances 
and improved health care, they are 
more likely to develop dementia 
like Alzheimer's. It's a disease of 
brain aging." 

Dr. Anfang is in charge of Bay 
State's Mem01y Disorders Program. 

In addition, Puzan notes that 
there ai·e critical signs that point to 
serious issues. 

"It's normal to have occasional 
memory loss as we age," said Lin
da, "but ceitain signs indicate it's 
a much more severe condition. Ex
amples are memoiy loss that dis
mpts eveiyday life, changes in per
sonality, inisplacement of objects, 
difficulty executing a familiar task, 
decreased judgment, and problems 
in abstract thinking." 

There is a prevalent myth, Linda 
points out, that only elderly people 
are subject to Alzheimer's and de
mentia. "It's rare," said the clinical 
seivices director, "but individuals in 

Class of 2019 brings you Break
fast with Santa at the Montague 
Elks, One Elk Drive in Turners 
Falls, on Sunday, December 10, 
from 8 to 11 a.m. 

Adult tickets are $7, and children 
under 10 are $5. There will be plen
ty of pancakes, scrambled eggs, and 
sausages. 

First Parish Unitarian Church in 
N01thfield is holding a benefit con
cert on Sunday, December 10, at 2:30 
p.m. Funds raised will go to support 
ongoing eff01ts to help Puerto Rico 
recover from the devastation caused 
by Hm1·icai1e Maria. 

The conceit features the voices 
of the Amandla Choms, present
ing songs of freedom, justice, and 
peace around the world. Also fea
tured will be Fire Pond, a North
field-based duo offering an eclectic 
variety of instmments and songs 
from many traditions. 

Admission is free, and donations 
are welcomed with gratitude. Re
freshments will be seived. Band to
gether to lend a helping hand to our 
fellow citizens in Pueito Rico! 

Hope for the Holidays is a gift 
drive mn by the RECOVER Proj
ect's peers. They are accepting do
nations of new and gently used gifts, 
now until December 19. Age range 
is for kids newborn to 18 years old. 
Dropoffhours are Mondays through 
Fridays, 8 am. to 5:30 p.m., and 
Saturdays 8 a.m to 4 p.m. 

Gifts will be distributed from 
1 :30 to 4:30 p.m. on December 20 
and 21 on a first come, first seived 
basis. If you have any questions 
please call the RECOVER Project 
at (413) 774-5489. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@;nontagu.ereporter.org. 

their thiities, forties, and fifties can 
be symptomatic. There ai·e about 
200,000 people in this age group." 

The clinical services coordinator 
visits the affected person and his or 
her cai·egiver at home. The purpose 
of the visit is to ascertain "a better 
feel for what's going on." 

According to Puzan, it's impor
tant to give both paities the reas
surance that they are not alone, and 
that there are people out there who 
can help them in dealing with their 
problems. 

"It's a wonderful experience," 
said Puzan, "to be able to know 
that I can provide assistance to 
help keep their loved one at home 
as long as possible. People indi
cate the infoimation and seivices 
provided to them are very valu
able and, in addition, enhance their 
skills as caregivers." 

For more information on Life
Path '.s Internet support group, 
please call Linda at (413) 773-
5555 x 2213, or to get informa
tion on LifePath '.s many pro-

grams and services, visit i•■.., 
LifePathMA.org. !'4 
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EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE FOR RENT 

960 square feet 
59 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
Includes basement storage 

CALL {413} 559-7345 

NANCY L DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

now located at 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole(@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

Great Falls Middle 
School Students 

of the Week 

week ending 12/1/2017: 

Grade 6 
Izzy Vachula-Curtis 

Grade 7 
Madison Leborgne 

Grade 8 
Odalis Ramirez-Martin 

Chloie Sumner 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bringing Peace to Tired Muscles 
From yard work, shoveling or exercise, 

Stiff neck or Plantar Fasciitis? 

Let me help 

Gretchen Wetherby LMT 

www.gretchenwetherbymassagetherapy.com 
14 Bridge St. Millers Falls & 5 State St. Suite 6 Shelbume Falls 

gretchenwlmt@gmail.com 413-824-7063 

BARRY PAINTING 
Interior and Exterior House Painting' 

Mark Barry 

markbany8@gm.ail.com 
413-325,447◊'• 
413.774,5077 

, fi-ee Estimates/ Fully Insured 
',}89 Chapman Sneet 
Greenfidd MA 01301 

Open every day1 10 to 6 

&OOKMZLL 
WoJri;t~i !f351 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 
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HITS HOME from pageA1 

older boys, who are all in the Gill-Montague 
schools, with a friend. The family's case has qui
etly attracted attention and sympathy locally, and 
by the time the morning hearing opened, she was 
joined by 15 suppo1ters - and a repo1ter - who had 
made the trek from Turners, Gill and Greenfield. 

Plymouth. I have no idea." 
Ramirez' hearing was followed by one for a 

Jamaican citizen from Bridgep01t, Connecticut, 
whose relatives were in tears after leaining he 
had also been moved. They said he had been 
detained for months without a promised psycho
logical review, and that they had been miable to 
find him an attorney without the review. 

DECEMBER 7, 2017 

heai'ing will take place. "This is actually like a 
black hole," she said. 

"The level of logistical and emotional prepa
ration that goes into showing up for one of these 
heatings - and then for nothing to happen? It's 
so wearing." 

A Gathering Crowd 

more info? call: 863-2054 

They came to suppo1t Berdugo with the 
knowledge that Straus - a former INS attorney 
who denies asylum claims at a rate 36% above 
the national average, according to the Transac
tional Records Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse 
University- might order the twins' father depo1t
ed to his native Mexico. 

"It's a mess, that's all I can say," Straus told 
them. "It's hard to get to Plymouth." 

Pushing the twins in a double stroller, Neida 
Berdugo left the federal courthouse after the hear

.-------~~:::1111"---~-----, ing, but did not go fax·. By coincidence, a local ral

OOPERATIVE 

~lly OWned Since 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 

farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

great 
falls 

yoga 

Open daily with classes for 
all levels of experience. 

Beginners welcome! 

First class - $5! 

34 3rd Street, Turners Falls 
www.greatfallsyoga.com 

F11r111er(1' J"y K'.~ - bigger & better! 

Connecticut River~ 

Liquor R Wine JI 
Open Mon-Thurs 10am-1 Opm 

Fri & Sat 1 Oam • 11 pm • Sun Noon-81>m 

I 23A\'enue A • Turners Falls 
863-5066 

"It's Just a stone's throro from re.atfty.' 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer -Wine - Liquor 

MON -SAT 7-9i SUNDAYS-8 
978-54q-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

A framed photo of Jeff Sessions smiled down 
at them from the waiting room wall. 

The first detainee, a Jamaican national, was 
introduced via video conference from Greenfield. 
His wife was held up in the comthouse's long se
curity line, according to his attorney. "Seems like 
there are a lot of people here who came through 
it," Straus said, eyeing the small room's packed 
pews. He ordered depo1tation, and the man's at
torney indicated he would file an appeal. 

The second and third cases on the docket, men 
from Pem and Mexico, were represented by the 
same lawyer. "912 is not here, Your Honor," a 
voice from Greenfield announced through an in
tercom. "He was transfeITed to Plymouth." 

"Oh," his attorney said, som1ding surprised. 
"This is the first that I was aware of this," the 

designated Homeland Security lawyer, a man 
named Patel, said. 

"Pursuant to the administrative control list 
held by EOIR, he's not under this immigration 
comt 's jurisdiction ... " 

"He's on the docket!" she exclaimed. 
Her other client was a man still held at Green

field, and she requested time to prepare a case 
based on the United Nations Convention Against 
To1ture. "It's relating to torture he'll receive at 
the hands of the Mexican authorities when he's 
dep01ted, based on his criminal conviction," she 
explained. 

Straus agreed to grant her the extra time, per
haps enough to recmit an expe1t witness, and 
scheduled a 2-hour hearing for early January. 

Case number four concerned another man 
originally from Mexico, who beamed in over the 
screen and spoke through the comt's interpreter. 
He did not yet have an attorney, but he tried to ex
plain that a day earlier, he had spoken with some
one at theACLU's fledgling Immigrant Protection 
Project, who had promised to take his case. 

"I need a real attorney!" Straus shouted, and 
initiated the removal hearing. 

The man said he had come to the United 
States after becoming a victim of to1ture at the 
hands of the Zetas caitel. "They wanted me to 
work for them, and they hacked me in the head," 
the interpreter relayed. "They burned my back 
with cigars ... " 

After listening for a while, Straus told him he 
had better get a lawyer, and advised him to file an 
asylmn application. He gave him one week. 

"I have three other individuals," the judge 
said, scanning the docket. 

"They were all transfeITed to Plymouth," the 
voice from Greenfield replied. 

''You should have an '830,"' Patel told Straus. 
"It's ce1tainly concerning you don't." 

Since Ramirez was miable to conference in, 
Straus called Berdugo, unprepai·ed and ne1vous, 
to the stand. "He was first here three weeks ago, 
and I gave him time to get an attorney twice," the 
judge told her. "Why hasn't he gotten one?" 

"We were only here one time, for the bond 
hearing," she replied. "He got moved to Plym
outh, so we haven't had enough time to get an 
attorney for him." 

"Okay, I'm sure that doesn't help things, being 
moved ai·ound," Straus conceded. "I'll give you 
another week, okay? And I'm not sure what's go
ing to happen - this case may be transfeITed to 

A Black Hole 
"I wanted to be there to be pait of the process," 

said Teresa Cordoba, a Latina outreach advocate at 
NELCWIT who traveled to Haitford for Wednes
day's heai·ing. "The immigration system is a mess, 
and unfortunately, families are being separated." 

Cordoba, herself a naturalized immigrant from 
Colombia, said that she woITies especially about 
the impact on children of the fear parents face. 

The Associated Press repo1ted on Tuesday that 
while auests by US Border Patrol "plunged" to a 
45-yeai· low in the fiscal year that ended in Sep
tember, that decline is being offset by rapid growth 
in "interior removals" by ICE - in the period since 
the inauguration, up 37% from the previous year. 

"It's not easy to find a lawyer unless you have 
a lot of money," Cordoba obse1ved, "and people 
who have a lot of money don't need lawyers - the 
doors ai·e open to you here." 

Neida Berdugo told the Reporter that the reason 
her family had not yet retained a second attorney -
after hi1ing one in November for Ricai·do's unsuc
cessful bond heai·ing - was that they weren't sure 
if they would be granted enough time to assemble 
a case. The IPP had coached him on what to say 
dUiing his video conference. "[Straus] could sup
posedly have signed his dep01tation today, wheth
er there was a lawyer or not," she explained. 

The potential for a change of venue to Bos
ton, she said, was a ray of hope. "Hopefully this 
judge is better than Straus," she said. "If they end 
up moving him back [to Greenfield], he'll have to 
face this judge again." 

Berdugo also said that after the hearing, she was 
able to speak with Ramirez by phone in Plymouth. 
''He was expecting to be called sometime ai·om1d 
10 to go to the video call," she said, "and he was 
surprised no one took him anywhere." 

She added that she was ve1y glad to see the 
number of supporters the family had received at 
the comt, and that Ramirez expressed gratitude 
when he heai·d of the turnout. "He said to tell them 
that he said thank you to them," she said. 

Abby Graseck, who works as a parent and fam
ily seivices coordinator at the Brick House Com
mmlity Resource Center, also made the trek to 
Ha1tford. ''The level of pain, and also fmstration, 
was really pretty palpable in that room," she re
ported. "This experience is so painful and draining 
for the families involved. Even today, with the few 
cases that were heai·d, all of the people who had 
decisions come down were in tears." 

Graseck said that neither she, Berdugo, nor at
torneys with the Immigrant Protection Program 
were even sure in which state next Wednesday's 

ly for the National Day of Action for Immigrants 
was starting, right then, 1ight on the front steps. 

The lunchtime rally was sponsored by Con
necticut Students for a Dream, the state AFL
CIO, the Congress of CT Community Colleges, 
the CT Immigrant Rights Alliance, as well as two 
lai·ge SEIU locals, and about 200 tmned out for 
it. Ministers, politicians, and students seeking 
protection under the DREAM Act all spoke pas
sionately about the dysfunctional and polarized 
state of immigration in America. 

"President T1ump and Jeff Sessions can dress 
tllis up as being about public safety all they want," 
Haitford mayor Luke Bronin told tl1e crowd. 

"But there is nothing - nothing at all - about 
teai·ing apait families that are simply trying to 
build a good life, that ai·e hard-working, that 
are law-abiding, that ai·e raising children, that 
in many cases have children that are American 
citizens: tearing those families apa1t doesn't 
make us safer." 

Bronin and other speakers decried the fed
eral administration's move to end tempora1y 
protected status (TPS) for migrants from Haiti 
and Nicai·agua, and called for Congress to pass 
a "clean DREAM Act." 

"It really helps to see that we're not alone, 
and that there's a lot of people suppo1ting im
migrants," Berdugo said of the rally. "It doesn't 
really matter if you're documented or not-we're 
all the same, we're humans. And that shouldn't 
be a thing that matters in this life." 

Berdugo, who moved to the country as a 
child and has a valid visa, worked at a Turners 
Falls restaurant until pa1tway through her sec
ond trimester with the twins. She is daunted at 
the prospect of being a single mother again. In 
recent months, Ramirez' roofing work had been 
the family's prima1y source of suppo1t. 

"Right now I'm hying to find a job where I 
don't have to leave them for a long time," she 
added, "because that's the thing that Ricardo 
didn't want - for me to have to leave the babies 
for someone to take care of them." 

"It's really confusing when you're going 
through this, and you have to think of having 
five kids and hying to figure out what to do with 
your life," she said. 

"And how to do this stuff without 1•■"" 
having your kids be affected by it." !Ii 

Hartford mcryor Luke Branin spoke at the ral!J. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

e BlUf DRAGON APOTH[CARY e 
CUSTOM CRAFTED HERBAL PRODUCTS 

TRADITIONAL MEDICINES & HOLISTIC HEALTH 
OFFERING BooYWORK AND CONSULTATIONS 

RETAIL HOURS: l\JE·FRI I o-e: s ... T I 0-4 

4 I 3·773·373O. INFO@BL.UEORAGONAPOTHECARY.COM 
I 58 MAtr< Sr-. SUtT'I!'. IO GREE!iF'IEL0, MA O I 30 I 

\Y~ntHFitl#Z. 
,.....\.)- Sii«e 1910 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA• 413-863-4346 

0iftftiWNSEllfflRIGEnt 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ '4d\£l'{ Of 
Easy in"tovrn location ~rr\$1 ~ 
Secure 24-hour access ,,1,\(U • 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fl/ 
Coni.ructors, Pico Marketers. Trod~show Vendors 

and Art.ists encouraged lo im1uire 

LICENSED., INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 
240 GREENfiELD ROAD• MONTAGUE. l,IA 01351 

PHONE & fA~: 413·367·9896 • RENAJSSANCEPAINTl/liGCOMPANV,C0M 

CHARON ART 
VISIONARY TATTOO 

Insw.red, holistic tattoos 
• foc\J.s on personal energy-, 

spontaneous creation. 

www.CharonArt.com 
413.676.9146 

107 Avenue A, Great Falls 
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programs to assist potential home 
buyers in these income brackets. 
The first, called the Buy Down Pro
gram, would loan "up to" $50,000 to 
reduce the purchase price of a home, 
whichcannotexceed$270,000. The 
loan would require a restriction, or 
lien, on the deed that ensures the 
future resale price of such a home 
remain "affordable." 

The second, known as the Down 
Payment Assistance Program, would 
loan buyers 5% of the pm-chase 
price, a lower amomit, with a sale 
cap of $280,000. This would be a 
smaller subsidy, but would not place 
a restriction on the resale price. 

These programs have been a long 
time in coming. 

Priced Out Of Living 
The obstacles to affordable hom

eownership in Leverett are fo1mida
ble. Many low- and middle-income 
residents - especially elderly people 
on fixed incomes - pm-chased their 
home decades ago, when housing 
prices were lower. Today, houses 
valued wider the limits set by the 
CPA are few and far between. 

According to estimates of hous
ing values and income, the average 
home in Leverett was $334,595 in 
2015, as compared to $220,800 in 
Franklin Comity as a whole. The 
town's median household income is 
estimated at $90,868, compared with 
$55,221 countywide. 

A 2016 draft repo1t by the CPC 
cites high land values as a key ob
stacle to affordable housing. The re
p01t also notes that ... "[ c ]ommunity 
housing should ideally be where 
people can walk to services, but 
Leverett has few services, they are 
spread out, and suitable land is not 
available near them. For example 
the only place to buy groceries in 
town is miles from the libra1y and 
even fuither from the post office and 
Town Hall. Public transp01tation is 
unavailable in most of the town." 

A survey of older residents con
ducted for the town's Affordable 
Housing Trust found that their con
cerns about "affordability" focused 
mostly on taxes. "Ow-property taxes 
are $8,500, and this is ow- biggest 
expense; more than om m01tgage, 
health care and utilities," said one 
respondent. "Leverett has priced us 
out ofliving here." 

According to another resident, 
age sixty-six: "I would like to stay, 
but high real estate taxes would 
make that impossible when I stop 
working." 

But despite these concems about 
high prope1ty taxes, Leverett was 
one of the first towns in the state to 
approve the CPA, with its 3% per
cent tax surcharge. The town voted 
to exempt the first $100,000 of as
sessed valuation from the tax, as well 
as prope1ty occupied by low income 
residents or senior citizens, to miti
gate the impact. 

One reason for supp01t for the af
fordable housing program is the view 
that young people who grew up in 
Leverett, or work for the town, should 
be able to afford to buy homes there. 
The CPC rep01t says that "[t]here is 
a strong feeling on the pa1t of many 
that people who work for the town, 
retired people who have lived in 
Leverett and wish to downsize, and 
young people who grew up in Lever
ett should be able to afford to rent or 
own housing in town." 

A Workable Track 
The affordable housing compo

nents of the CPA took some time to 
implement. According to a chronol
ogy in the CPC repo1t, Leverett ap
proved the Act in 2002, and the first 
fuiids became available, with a 100% 
match by the state, the next year. 
But these were initially allocated to 
the CPA's open space and historical 
preservation components. 

The first appropriation by town 
meeting to the Affordable Hous
ing Tmst Fund, for $77,570, took 
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place in 2008. There are no ap
plications for affordable housing 
subsidies listed in the chronology, 
except a 2013 request from the Pio
neer Valley Habitat For Humanity 
for $150,000 to pa1tially fund two 
mlits on Cave Hill Road. That ap
plication was withdrawn prior to 
the 2014 town meeting. 

Then in 2015, town meeting ap
proved a request from the Affordable 
Housing Trust for $150,000 for the 
Buy Down Program, and in 2017 it 
appropriated another $250,000, add
ing $100,000 to create the Down 
Payment Assistance Program. 

So far, four housing pw-chases 
have been made under the Buy 
Down Program, and one pm-chase is 
pending under the Down Payment 
subsidy. 

When asked if she was positive 
about the results of the programs, 
Jenna Day of the Franklin Comity 
Regional Housing and Redevelop
mentAuthority (FCHRA) said, "def
iilitely." Day, whose agency works 
with low-iiicome home buyers and 
renters, assists Leverett with out
reach and iinplementation of the two 
subsidy programs. The FCHRA has 
also produced a glossy flyer adve1tis
iiig the oppo1tunities in Leverett. 

"To have fom pennanently af
fordable homes pm-chased ill Lever
ett is a success," Day said. "For ev
e1y potential home buyer who comes 
to us looking for down payment as
sistance, Leverett is the only town ill 
my area that has a program." 

Barbara Camlli, who serves on 
the Leverett Housing Tmst, agrees 
that the program is now headiiig in 
the right direction. "People have 
been working on this for years, and 
met a lot of dead ends and a lot of 
fmstration," she told the Reporter. 

"We feel we have found a track 
that is workable, and fits in with 
the realities on the gromid here." 

u 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LEVERETT POLICE LOG 

Three Deer Struck, But Reported Uninjured; 
Househunter Tests Prospective Porch 

Wednesday, u/1 

6:32 p.m. Officer Bancroft 
responded to North Lev
erett Road for a report of 
a car vs. deer motor vehi
cle crash with no injuries. 
Sunday, 11 / 5 

5:55 p.m. Officer Ramos 
responded to Shutesbury 
Road for a reported vehi
cle stopped in the roadway 
with the operator possibly 
asleep at the wheel. Officer 
Ramos located the vehicle 
and determined the female 
was having a medical is
sue. Amherst Ambulance 
was requested, and the 
woman was transported 
to the hospital. 
Tuesday, 11/'7 

7:16 p.m. Officer Sawicki 
responded to a North Lev
erett Road address for pos-

sible harassment. Officer 
Sawicki arrested a subject 
for violation of a harass
ment prevention order. 
Friday, u/Io 
6 a.m. Officer Sawicki deter
mined that a guard rail on 
the corner of Shutesbury 
Road and Cushman Road 
had been struck sometime 
overnight and the operator 
had fled the scene. Officer 
removed parts of the rail, 
and advised the highway 
department. 
Saturday, 11/18 

1 p.m. Officer Garvey 
responded to Cave Hill 
Road for a car vs. deer 
motor vehicle crash with 
no injuries. 
Monday, ll / zo 
6: 15 p.m. Officer Sawicki 
observed a suspicious ve-

hicle, with all four doors 
open, parked on Cem
etery Road at Still Cor
ner Road. Officer encoun
tered a female who stated 
she was urinating. Officer 
spoke with the female 
about this behavior and 
sent her on her way. 
Wednesday, 11/zz 

10 p.m. Officer Sawicki 
dispatched to Shutesbury 
Road. near the Shutesbury 
line, for a car vs. guard rail 
motor vehicle crash with 
no injuries. 
Monday, 11/2'7 

Chief Minckler responded 
to Long Plain Road for a 
report of car vs. deer mo
tor vehicle crash with no 
injuries. 
Wednesday, 11/z9 

Chief Minckler responded 

to a Juggler Meadow Road 
address for a suspicious 
person sitting on a porch, 
of a home for sale. Chief 
arrived and spoke with 
an individual who stated 
he was looking to buy the 
residence. He was advised 
to contact the realty com
pany if he wanted to look 
at the property. Sunder
land PD assisted. 
Thursday, 11 / 30 

10:56 p.m. Officer Ban
croft stopped a vehicle 
for speed on Shutesbury 
Road. After the stop she 
learned the vehicle had 
an expired registration. 
Through her investiga
tion she located multiple 
dangerous weapons in the 
vehicle. This incident 1s 
under investigation. 

FY2018 CDBG 
Public lnlormational Meeting 

TOWN OF MONTAGUE 

The Town of Montague will hold a public informational meeting on 
December 18, 2017 at 7:15 p.m. in the Selectmen' s Meeting Room at the 
Montague Town Hall, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA in order to solicit 

public response to the activities that the town should apply for in the 
FY 2018 Massachusetts Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
application to the Department of Housing and Community Development. 

AS 

TI1e purpose of this meeting will be to discuss the application process and activities 
that the town should apply for. Representatives from the Town, Social Service 

Agencies and the Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) will be present at the hearing to discuss potential activities. Ai1y other activities 

that the town should consider for the FY 2018 CDBG application will be discussed. 

TI1e Town of Montague will contract with the Franklin County Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) to administer the FY 2018 
Conununity Development Block Grant Prngram. TI1e Town of Montague 

encourages residents to attend the meeting where any person or 
organization wishing to be heard will be afforded the opportunity. 

The Town of Montague is an equal upportunity provider. 

Board of Selectmen - Town of Montague 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

Eat !11 or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUESADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 0 Fiske Ave• downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon • Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Safer 
Debit 

Card 
FREE IDTheft 
Recovery Coverage· 

'GCB-NC6au1011ilicdly prrt1ide5 FUiiy Maoa~ ld611i1y fraud ~&ov1ryserl'ices IRlf 
to ~ur prrnaryroo1umer rh,:klflJ mounl halder11hrough m lafe(ho,re 
vi,, any IOCilt~n for «Hnpl11edeio1ls 01 onnrt at BestlocalBank.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!ii 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbi11g Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Willl Workers Comp. ·Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MA1TEDWARDSTREE.COM j,. 
\VendelL MA !f.,,.,. . . . 

~

HOMEPROS 
+ I 3-:2:2 l-3tl31 \-\'\ \'\ U30BS1 lOMEPROS.CO~l 

~'.-> '\,·ars E>-p,·ri<'n,·r· in Cn111nll·n·ial ;111d 
Roiclcmi.d Building & Remodeling 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - owner ------• . . .. ,-~ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
f=sx: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

Ill AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

(413} 863-5447 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls 

WE FIX COMPUTERS! 
www.about-facecomputers.com 
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-N atureCulture: 

A Vision for the New England Landscape 

The cover of the 2017 ''Wildlands and 
Woodlands Conservation Report'' 

By LISA McLOUGHLIN 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - Wi.ld
lands and Woodlands, Farmlands 
and Communities: Broadening the 
V,sionfor New England is the latest 
rep01t from Harvard Forest. It up
dates their previous 2010 rep01t with 
new data and an enhanced plan for 
land use based on those findings. 

Most of us are familiar with the 
story of our forests in New England. 
Old growth was quickly cut down 
by European settlers for their crop 
fields and animal pastures. Since that 
time, the forest has crept back in, and 
New England is now one of the most 
densely forested areas of the country. 

The current development trend, 
which eliminated 24,000 acres of 
forest each year from 1990 to 2010 
and conve1ts famtlands to residen
tial or other "built environment," 
threatens our landscape and the 
many health, scenic, and economic 
benefits it provides. 

Forests, especially mature for
ests, have large mitigating effects 
on climate change; they help filter 
water and create shady expanses 
that benefit people and wildlife. 
Fa1mland also keeps us healthier 
and happier by growing delicious, 

affordable, local food. 
To preserve the natural infra

stmcture, we will need to reverse 
the cmTent downward trend on 
fm1ding land preservation, and 
steward tile lands we have in sus
tainable ways including how we 
grow/revitalize our cities. 

In Montague, this would mean 
finding new uses for old infrastmc
ture rather than abandoning them 
and building elsewhere; strongly 
suppo1ting small mral faims such as 
Red Fire Frum, recently conserved 
with an innovative funding model 
by the Mount Grace Land Con
se1vation Tmst; and reducing our 
resource consumption, something 
many local towns ai·e actively work
ing on through energy efficiency 
programs, recycling and compost
ing, and green energy effo1ts. 

This latest report is hopeful for 
New England's future, while high
lighting some of the many pressmes 
that are keeping us from obtaining 

their set goals for the year 2060: 30 
million acres conse1ved forest, with 
90% woodlands and 10% ''wild
lands"; three to six million acres 
conse1ved farmland, and five million 
acres efficiently developed land. 

Woodlands ai·e ai·eas "voluntai·ily 
protected from development and 
mai1aged for forest products, 
water supply, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, aesthetics, and other 
objectives," while wildlands ai·e 
"large landscape reserves subject to 
minimal human impact and shaped 
by natural processes." 

If you'd like to help prese1ve for
est and farmland, either your own or 
at the community level, get in touch 
with a local land tmst. You can find 
a list of accredited land tmsts at 
findalandtrust. 01-g. 

A dowitloadable PDF copy of 
Wi.ldlands and Woodlands is avail
able for free from wildlandsand
woodlands. 01-g. 

Note: Thursday, December 21, 
2017 Winter Solstice 

Artistic Concrete Sphere 
Marks Arctic Circle in Iceland 
By LISA MCLOUGHLIN 

ICELAND - In September of 
this year, an eight-ton concrete 
sphere marking the edge of the Arc
tic Circle in Iceland was officially 
dedicated. The sphere is on Giim
sey Island, and it's hoped it will be 
a tomist attraction. 

The Arctic Circle is a ring of lati
tude at 66°33'39" n01th of the equa
tor. It marks the soutllemmost point 
where the sun is above the horizon 
for 24 continuous hours on sUllliller 
solstice, the longest day of the year 
in our hemisphere, and where the 
sun will be below tile horizon for 24 
hours on winter solstice, our hemi
sphere's sh01test day. 

The position of the Arctic Circle 
is dete1mined by the tilt of the polar 
axis of rotation of the Earth, which 
wobbles slightly over a 23,000-
year period. As the pole, the center 
around which Ea1th rotates, moves 
slightly, so do all the circles of lati
tude that smrnund it. 

The concrete sphere will have to 

be moved about 14.5 meters each 
year to follow the Arctic Circle, the 
position of which is gradually drift
ing n01th. It first intersected Giimsey 
Island 300 years ago, and will move 
n01th off tile island by 2050, to return 
in the next 23,000-year cycle. 

"Giwsey is a ve1y opp01tune 
place to enjoy this play of nature, or 
this force of nature really. The rock 
and roll of the ea1th," stated Kristinn 
E. Hrafusson, creator of the artwork 
alongside Studio Gi·anda. The win
ning design in a competition held in 
2013, its title is "Hringur og Kula" 
(Ring and Sphere). 

''The ring is of course the Arctic 
Circle itself and the sphere stands 

on it," Hrafusson explained. "And 
the idea is that the sphere shows its 
location eve1y yeai·." 

Creators of tile sphere took the 
Arctic Circle's movement into con
sideration as "a direct reference to 
nature's progress and perpetual mo
tion." But the people transpo1ting the 
3-meter diameter sculpture to its new 
home on the island were not prepared 
for quite so much motion. The tiuck 
transporting it from the feny to its 
installation site didn't make it - en 
route, the ball almost fell off and into 
the sea. It is now safely installed in a 
location near the towi1. 

Somce and image: 
Icelandreview. com 
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• 

If you have a scientific idea you'd like to write about, a science, 
related book to review, an activity to advertise, or would like to share 
your experiences with science or any related field, please be in touch: 
science@montaguereporter.org. 

- Lisa McLoughlin, editor 

FEATURED WEBSITE 

United States 
Geological Survey 

(www. 11.rgs.goz;) 
By LISA McLOUGHLIN 

Smprisingly, there's much more 
to the USGS tllan rocks. According 
to their website, tins government 
agency covers fomteen overlapping 
areas: biology and ecosystems; cli
mate change; coasts; data, tools, and 
technology; energy; environmental 
healtl1; geology; mapping, remote 
sensing, and geospatial data; miner
als; natmal hazards; oceans; plan
etaiy science; and water. 

I clicked on "climate change" to 
see how that section of their web
site was doing in an era when Scott 
Pmitt, head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency told CNN (Sep
tember 2017) that he doesn't be
lieve carbon dioxide is a "primaiy 
contl-ibutor" to climate change. 

Reassmingly, the climate change 
link still worked, and a subset of 

menus allows more detail. Click
ing on "climate change" again gave 
me access to 63,019 aiticles dealing 
with tl1e subject, including a paiticu
larly interesting one on how climate 
change was affecting cultural heri
tage on the east coast. It infonned 
me tllat the Inte11or Depa1tment has 
Climate Science Centers mn by 
USGS, and tl1at they are studying 
which National Park Se1vice cul
tural resources, for example light 
houses, will need human inte1ven
tion to smvive rising sea levels and 
increased st01m intensities. 

I then went back and picked "ge
ology," which came up with an even 
bigger list of sub-topics. Eve1ytlling 
from basic discussions about why 
nlinerals matter, to a form to report 
feeling an eaithquake, was avail
able in nested menus. 

FEATURED SECTION 

Earthquakes 
(tart!Jquake.11.rgs.goz;) 

Have you felt an eaithquake? 
You can report it using the USGS 
website. 

The ea1thquake section of the 
USGS site provides up-to-date 
reporting of recent ea1thquakes 
worldwide, and you can also limit 
the search to nearby. 

I was surp11sed that just in New 
England, over the past year we've 
had about 100 ea1thquakes. 

We think of damaging eaith
quakes in New England as rela
tively rare; however, the USGS 
says that "[m]oderately dainaging 
earthquakes stI-ike somewhere in 
the region eve1y few decades, and 
smaller eaithquakes are felt rougltly 
twice a yeai·." The site goes on to 
say that althougl1 we have less fre
quent quakes than they do out west, 
oms are felt over wider areas, and 
sometimes at shallower deptlls. 

U1tlike in California, our fault 
lines are unmapped, and it's there
fore hard to predict where New 
England earthquakes will happen. 

Using the Latest Earthquakes 
Map tool, I was able to isolate our 
region and found an ea1thquake 
that happened one kilometer 
southwest of Athol, at depth of 5 
kilometers, on September 6, 2017. 
No one signed into tile "report it!" 
site to say they felt this magnitude 
1.7-ml quake. 

Ea1thquakes are measured by 
seismographs which record the 

vibrations as eaithquake seismic 
waves travel through the eaith. 
The one in Athol, being less than 
a reading of2 and therefore a "mi
croea1thquake," was unlikely to 
be felt by people. 

This site is, of course, most 
useful for people affected by or 
likely to be affected by damaging 
ea1thquakes. It includes forecasts 
for aftershocks and other activity 
for individual ea1thquakes on a 
day-by-day basis. 

You can also get safety informa
tion such as what to do in the event 
of an ea1thquake: Drop, Cover, and 
Hold On; links to FEM.A-supported 
orgailizations that will n·ain you 
for eaithquake safety; and links to 
eaithquake preparedness materials. 

I found this ai·ea of the USGS 
website to be really fun to explore. 
It has a lot of answers to sn·ange 
questions. (Apparently, some peo
ple think the government should 
send engineers to evaluate their 
houses for eaithquake resistance. 
FYI: They don't.) 

It concedes that other questions 
remain a mystery, such as: we do 
not know why ea1thquakes some
times produce light. 

I ended up ve1y impressed 
with the USGS website, and see 
it as a great jumping-off point for 
research related to eaithquakes, 
rocks, climate change, and a bunch 
of other stuff. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Millers Falls Community 

Improvement Association 

Join us & add your voice 011 how to build our community. 

Meetings the 3rd Thursday of every month at 7pm. 

5 Ch1.1rch St. Millers Falls, MA. 

Help us plan a holiday event in Millers Falls! 

Get the laCt:>t i11/attnutian and cvntac1 us ula 

https://m illersialls.wordpress.com 

jfrencb J!tng 
3&,.egtaur ant & fflot.el 

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A-M-

s1av 
tuned! 

(918)544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail..com 



DECEMBER 7, 2017 

ERVING from page A 1 

Smith said that the OPSI agreed 
to reduce the fine to $16,000, but 
asked the town to fonnally de
commission the elevators. How
ever, the town has requested a 
hearing to appeal this reduced 
fine, in hopes that the OPSI will 
waive the fine entirely. 

Meanwhile, to show the state 
that the town is acting in good faith, 
Smith had staited the process for 
decommissioning the elevators. 
According to Smith, fo1mal decom
missioning could cost approximate
ly $10,000 and might require pro
viding electricity to the building. 

One resident at the meeting 
suggested that the town board 
up the interior elevator entrances 
with plywood: "It's much cheaper 
than $10,000." 

Smith said he had copied Gov
ernor Baker, state senator Stan 
Rosenberg, and state representative 
Susanna Whipps on his co!1'espon
dence with the OPSI. 

the sidewalk is not cleared, "it 
puts me at risk." 

Bastarache checked the Amherst 
website and said that, while Amherst 
has a bylaw siinilru· to Erving's, re
quiiing homeowners to cleru· side
walks, the town says it will "send a 
sidewalk plow ru·ound on the major 
sidewalks to assist with this task." 
The town of Amherst publishes a 
map showing which sidewalks will 
be plowed, and the justification for 
plowing each walk. 

"Amherst has justification," 
Bastarache said. "Right now, we 
don't have that." 

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith 
said, "We can have a discussion on 
this, on the tiineline and staffing ... " 

The boru·d asked McCro1y to in
vent01y the sidewalks in town, in
dicating how many of them ru·e pri
vate property and how many belong 
to the town, ru1d b1ing the infonna
tion back to the selectboard. 
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event on Monday night at Hope ai1d 
Olive in Greenfield. According to 
Playground Committee chair Julie 
Nolet, they raised $1,300, a good 
sta1t for their effo1t. Proceeds from 
their fundraising events will go into 
the school's community donation 
fund, flagged for the playground. 

Nolet said the committee decid
ed to begin the process by gather
ing input from the school commu
nity, and sent out smveys to parents 
and teachers to see what kind of 
equipment they would like to have 

in a new playground. The teachers 
have also asked the students to of
fer their ideas, and have gathered 
drawings from the children of their 
"dream playground." 

The survey asked questions that 
would reflect the overall use of the 
playground by the larger school 
community, such as: how often a 
household uses the playground; if 
they are satisfied with what's there; 
what they like best; what other lo
cal playgrounds they go to; and 
what they'd like to see in a new 
playground. It asked respondents 

A7 

to rank specific things, like slides 
and monkey bai·s. 

While the Playground Co1nmit
tee hasn't begun to consider what 
they might want to purchase, they 
plan to use the smvey results as a 
staiting point to guide their deci
sions. Their stated goal is to pro
vide a safe and imaginative envi
ronment for these youngest stu
dents of the school disti·ict, one that 
will allow the children to develop 
their cognitive, social and 

emotional growth through 1!!111■""' 
play and exercise. !Ii 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 
Boyden said she wondered 

if other small towns that own 
brownfields properties were also 
being fined by OPSI. 

At the annual town meeting 
in May, police chief Christopher 
Blafr had said that he gets calls "all 
winter long" about sidewalks that 
are not cleru·ed after snowstorms. 
However, voters expressed concern 
about requiiing elderly or disabled 
citizens to remove snow from side
walks that abut their properties. 

Plugging the WRA TS Holes 
Since acquiring the prope1ty, 

the town has been working with 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov
ernments, enginee1ing consultant 
Tighe & Bond, and state redevelop
ment agencies to find a new use for 
the fo1mer mill, with a vision of fu
ture light industrial, or mixed com
mercial and light industrial, use. 

Removing Snow and Ice 
At the annual town meeting 

in May, voters adopted a Winter 
Snow, Ice, Sleet and Parking Bylaw 
requiiing prope1ty owners to clear 
the sidewalks abutting their proper
ties. At the December 4 selectboard 
meeting, the board and citizens dis
cussed whether the highway deprut
ment should be cleruing sidewalks 
in some portions of town. 

Highway foreman Glenn Mc
Cro1y said the highway deprutment 
mns a snow blower on Main Street, 
Church Street ru1d No1th Street side
walks after all the roads ru1d park
ing lots have been plowed. He said 
this practice dated from before he 
staited at the department, and that 
he didn't know the reason it was 
done. "Those sidewalks ru·e always 
plowed by residents before they see 
the snow blower," said selectboard 
member William Bembury, who 
lives on Church Street. 

Selectboard member Scott Basta
rache asked why the town clears 
sidewalks on certain streets, now 
that homeowners on other streets 
can be fined for not clearing walks. 
"There's ru1 iinbalance there," he 
said. "It doesn't sound like a service 
for all ru·eas of town." 

Saying that Amherst cleru·s 
sidewalks for its residents, Linda 
Downs-Bembmy said she was in 
favor of Erving clearing all the 
sidewalks in town. "I pay my taxes, 
and I'm feeling really out of sorts 
with this," she said. 

Arthur Johnson agreed with 
Downs-Bembury, saying that if 
he has to walk in the road because 

Bastarache had told the annual 
town meeting that enforcement of 
the bylaw would include "reason
ableness." 

Capital Planning 
The capital plruming commit

tee met jointly with tl1e selectboard 
and finance committee to present its 
recommendations for approximate
ly $2.2 million in capital iinprove
ment requests for FY'l9. 

The committee recommended 
$443,500 to fund town hall and 
police station servers, town hall 
and Erving Elementaiy School 
computer upgrades, road and side
walk repair, a dump tmck, a police 
cmiser, tennis comts repair, class
room and other EES furniture, and 
a storage shed at the senior/com
munity center, all to be paid for by 
appropriations. 

Eivingside well pH monitoring 
for $66,000 would come from re
tained water depa1tment erunings. 
At the Publicly Owned Treatment 
Works #1, replacement of the Arch 
Street forced main for $1. 6 million 
would be paid for by bo1rnwing, 
while $131,000 from wastewa
ter department retained erunings 
would pay for evaluation of the 
double-baITel siphon. 

Capital planning committee chair 
Ben Fellows said the committee had 
reviewed the documentation pro
vided by town deprutments to come 
up with tl1e recommendations. 

Dwing the meeting, finance 
committee member Johnson, who is 
also tl1e aniinal control officer, was 
called to attend to an ailllnal control 
issue. When he left the meeting, the 
finai1ce committee was left without 
a quonun. According to fin com 
member Dailiel Hammock, that 
emphasized the need for additional 

members to fill vacru1t seats 1!!111■""" 
on the fin com. ~ 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

At the Wendell selectboard's 
November 29 meeting, road com
missioners Phil Delorey and Mike 
Gifford spoke at length about the 
WRATS (Wendell Recycling and 
Transfer Station), and the project 
to replace the Wendell Depot Road 
bridge that spans Whetstone Brook 
in Wendell Depot. 

The WRATS income has covered 
only a tllird of its expenses, ai1d the 
highway commission, which over
sees its operation, hopes to tighten 
some holes through which money 
has been leaking. Their plai1 would 
make no fee changes, and try to keep 
the cost to residents shared fairly. 

They would require that all re
fuse for the compactor be in official 
Wendell yellow bags. Delorey said 
that some people have used plastic 
bags much larger than the standai·d 
bag, and have paid only the stan
dard fee. They would tighten the 
bulky waste fee system, which is 
based on a volume estimate made 
by one attendant or the other. They 
would hesitate to raise the fees too 
much and have the result of more 
dumping on the roadside. 

Delorey said tl1at people "get on" 
attendant Alex Lankowski for poli
cies that ai·e set by the highway com
mission, and not by Lankowski. 

They mentioned sand in the sand 
and salt shed as available for resi
dents, but in small amounts: a bucket 
or two for spot sai1ding at home or 
on the road. People have been seen 
filling tiucks full. 

The Wendell Depot Road bridge 
project has been delayed for several 
years. Although the present bridge 
is sound, it is a nal1'ow restriction 
in a wider road, and both the select
board and the llighway commission 
consider it a hazru·d, an opi11ion sup
po1ted by the fact that a plow tiuck 
once went over the side. 

The Kentfield Road bridge over 
Whetstone Brook was replaced by 

the state Department of Trai1spo1ta
tion for access to state land south of 
the crossing. Now, the DOT is call
ing tl1e bridge maintenance a town 
responsibility. The 1988 annual 
town meeting discontinued Kent
field Road beyond that bridge, and 
only one house that is occupied year
row1d depends on it for access. There 
ai·e several camps. 

Three large wood beains sup
po1t the bridge's span, but "a fast 
log truck" cracked one of those 
beains, and the weight limit is now 
three tons. 

Stantec Engineering drew plans 
for the lower bridge over Whetstone 
Brook, on Wendell Depot Road in 
Wendell Depot. Those plans were 
approved by the DOT, but too late 
for bidding and construction in the 
smnmer of 2017. 

The plans that the highway com
mission has now ai·e stainped, "Not 
For Construction." After the DOT 
approval, the reason for that stamp 
is uncertain. One person comment
ed, "It may be worth a conversa
tion with town counsel." 

The engineers who drew the plans 
ai·e no longer with Stantec, and high
way commissioners voted to find a 
new engineer to oversee constmc
tion. One local and friendly engineer 
has shown interest. 

National Grid has estimated it will 
cost $43,000 to move utility poles for 
the project. Wendell has saved Chap
ter 90 money for this bridge, but 
Chapter 90 money may not be used 
to move the poles. Selectboard mem
ber Jeoffi·ey Pooser said he tl1ought 
$43,000 is a high price for Wendell 
taxpayers to raise for a project that 
the state pays for, in the01y. 

Verizon, not National Grid, now 
owns those poles, ai1d Verizon's cost 
to move tl1e poles may be different, 
but tl1ey require a $1,000 retainer 
just to give ai1 estimate. 

Shared town admi11istl'ator Nancy 
Aldrich suggested contacting sena
tor Stan Rosenberg or representative 

Susannah Whipps for help. 
Gifford said that the town could 

use Chapter 90 money for some
thing it is allowed to cover, and free 
up $43,000 for the pole moving. Al
drich said it's possible, but a siinilru· 
use of Chapter 90 money caused 
problems in New Salem. 

Other Business 
Board members signed, and 

encouraged citizens to write let
ters suppo1ting House bills 3400 
and 2698, which would have gas 
pipeline companies find and repair 
leaks, and require that sharehold
ers, not ratepayers, pay for any new 
pipeline construction. 

Board members delayed signing 
a memorandum of w1derstru1ding 
(MOU) with WiredWest w1til after 
the broadband committee meets on 
December 5. Keller also said he 
wanted town counsel to look at the 
MOU. The selectboai·d will meet 
next on December 13, two days be
fore WiredWest's signing deadline 
of December 15. 

Board members signed a tl1ank
you letter to Good Neighbors for the 
$500 donation Good Neighbors gave 
the town in appreciation for use of the 
town hall. They also signed and sent 
a tl1ank-you letter to the Friends of 
the Wendell Librruy for their $5,800 
donation to the libraiy. 

Cleai1 Energy Collective bought 
the solar fa1m project on private lai1d 
off Wendell Depot Road that Sun
nectivity cairied tl1rough the regula
tion process. Clean Energy agreed to 
the PILOT payments that Sunnectiv
ity accepted. 

Jerry Bai·illa, of the Friends of 
the Wendell Meetinghouse, came 
in and looked at the draft RFP that 
the selectboard wrote to facilitate 
transfer of the meetinghouse from 
the town to the Friends. He had 
only minor comments, and said he 
planned to bring the draft RFP to 
the Friends of the Wendell Meet
inghouse membership. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

Authentic An1crican Food & Drink 
at the Montague Bookn1ill 

THEALVAHSTONE.COM • 413.367 .5345 • OPEN 7 DAYS + NIGHTS 

Renaissan~e Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 4r3.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

ADIATOR •• =_. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS- TRUCKS 
aod HEAVY EQULPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gil 
Filli~g 863-4049 1-800-439-404 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 

Frank J. Dudek 

413.863.5394 - Office 
413. 775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FIJRNJTTJRE • COLLECTIBLES· DECORATIVE.$ 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a J,tteek 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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CHCFC does employ one other 
certified Health Navigator, whose 
time is dedicated to a 20-year-old 
program helping migrant and sea
sonal farmworkers in the area nav
igate the healthcare system. That 
program has seen 275 people so far 
this year. 

While some of the Center's farm
worker support is focused on helping 
with insurance and Health Safety Net 
applications, it also includes walk
ing people through the complicated 
steps of appointment scheduling and 
refeirals, and addressing basic needs 
around housing, immigration, food, 
and transportation. 

Danna Boughton, coordinator 
for the Community Action's Com
munity Resources and Advocacy 
Program, supervises three Certi
fied Application Counselors - a 
position with less training and ac
cess than a Health Navigator, but 
still able to offer many of the same 
supports. These people are able to 
assist consumers with their open 
enrollment applications. 

"When the person is with us, we 
can call a special phone line to get 
info from the Connector about the 
person's case," Boughton told us. 
Compared to previous years, "there 
is an increase in people calling," 
she said. "A lot of them have been 
refeired by the Community Health 
Center because they do not have a 
staff person there right now." 

Community Action, located in 
Greenfield, does not receive any 
funding that is specific to their work 
with health insurance. Rather, they 
have cobbled together the program 
by drawing on funding from a num
ber of state and foundation somces. 

Aria Sampson, a Certified Appli
cation Counselor at Baystate Frank
lin Medical Center's financial coun
seling office, tells a similar story. "I 
can't even tell you how many more 
people we are seeing this year. We 
are slammed. We are cml'ently book
ing appointments into the second 
week of January," she said. 

Smprisingly, only about 20% of 
that traffic is actually about open en
rollment; the rest are general issues 

with MassHealth. 
"People have stuff sitting there 

for months and then the system 
cuts them off and they come in," 
Sampson explained, "They can't 
get through to MassHealth them
selves, because the call volume is 
so high, and then they come in to 
us and we do a call with them." 

"We are so busy with this we 
have to tum people away some
times," she said. "We try to spend a 
few minutes with them to see if it's 
something quick, or if they have to 
come back." 

Advice for the Public 
Boughton emphasized the im

portance of dispelling myths and 
communicating changes in this 
system this year, compared with 
recent years. 

"We have heard people have 
been on Facebook sharing that open 
enrollment is ending in December, 
but in fact that is not true in Mas
sachusetts," she explained. "Open 
enrollment is going through Janu
ary 23, because the state applied for 
a waiver to get it extended. Only a 
handful of states received this ex
tension." Even this year, however, 
the open enrollment period is short
er than it has been. 

Boughton encomages consmn
ers to look at letters the Connector 
is sending to make sme all their in
formation is accurate. "Some people 
may not have anything to do this 
year, but everyone needs to review 
the information," she said. "Some 
plans that were previously offered 
may not be offered anymore and 
they definitely want to look and see 
if there's another plan they want to 
take. There's often a suggested plan 
on the selector, but that migl1t not be 
the best plan for you, so they should 
be active in their choices." 

People who pay premiums with
out subsidies are likely to see the 
most dramatic increases this year. 
In particular, according to Bough
ton, "those who make more than 
400% of the poverty line might 
want to contact health insurance 
providers directly, rather than use 
the Connector." 
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PlAY TDIIE HOLIDAY OPIINI DOOi PROMO o 
FIYlE NEW SHOPS DOWNTOWN! 

KIDS MAKE A 
C!UIF'r WINTER 
BIRD FEEDER 
GRW fAl.lS OISCIMIIY CBITER, 3-GPM 

FREE HOT HERBAL TEA 
AND GINGERBREAD COOKIES 
DISCOUNTED GIFT CERTIFICATES! 

GREAT FM.LS YOGA, 34 THIRD STREET, 4-7PM 

RICHIE RICHARDSON FA B ETHNIC CHIC 
MEET GUEST DESIGNER GARY FRAY 

OF ART GROUPIE NATION. 
ONE OF A KIND FASHION FROM GHANA 

RICHIE RICHARDSON FAB, 87 SECOND STREET 5PM 

* 
* 

* 

HOLIDAY PHOTO 
GREEN SCREEN 
PLUS! ARTS AND 
CRAFTS EVENT 

THE BRID< HOUSE, 24 THRO STREB, 4-BPM 

* * 
LOOT, MYSTIC PINBALL, STENHOUSE, 
GLOW, HONEY AND WINE -..L NINA'S NOOK! 

FOR A FULL SCHEDULE Of EVENTS PLEASE VISIT WWW.TURNERSFALLSRIVERCULTURE.ORG 
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SavingsBank 11111 JUDD WIRE INC. • NORTHAMPTON W 

Sampson offered similar 
thoughts, adding how imp01tant it 
is that consumers keep their address 
updated with MassHealth. If they do 
that, she said, "I think people will be 
aware of open enrollment. They've 
been inundated with letters. There 
will be a couple people who come 
in in February who didn't update 
their address. But a lot of times we 

don't need to do anything, it's just 
to reassure them that since nothing's 
changed we're all set." 

"Honestly," Sampson concluded, 
"people need to make sme they 
open their mail." 

Residents seeking support with 
their open enrollment applications 
can contact Community Action at 

(413) 475-1570 or Franklin Bay
state :S-Certified Application Counsel
ors at (413) 773-2849. Thestatewide 
non-profit Health Care for All offers 
a Help Line at (800) 272-4232. 

The state Health Connector can 
be accessed at www.mahealthcon
nector.org or 1-877-MA-
ENROLL (J-877-623- a, 
6765). ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpiepim.com 

21 Bank Row, GRd. 
413-475•:mo 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Oc:'.'ntisu-y 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774,6553 
TumersFal Is Dental.com 

Oltice Hours By Appointment 

Obear 
woodfired pizzeria 

CONSTRUCTION 

413-367-6022 
www.obearconstruction.com 

~-
72 -SHA~11i CONSTRUCTION 

SuPP)!,Y Co. INC. 
"Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦ C 
obi~lete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 4 l 3-863-4322 

or8O2-579-180O 

www.shanohansupply.com 
and at our new location 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

Best Way 

1413) 774-3191 • [888) 324-3191 Q Greenfield 
greenfieldsavings.c;om Savings Bank 
Member FDIC/Member DIF • Equal Housing Lender @ 

Qr,:ri Jo/1n[Wll. C°Qpnr~otr 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
l.f I 'J-X6 •3. l)/ g6 • Gerilohn,on!1 Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cetfified RefidentJal Specialist) 
Only 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this iffiti~ous desig,ia1ion. 
The CRS ~ my bi!dge of expertise and )'OUr shield ol 
.isstrance. Put rour trust in the best to get lhe job dore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfooing, ,lwa~ choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ~rnlt n& /'i'f>l'Wr,M. 

Oz 
lffllHMIIMiffi 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
itiUiiiiiii (41~ 86~736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

G~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

Rich flavors from around the world 
with a local state of mind. 

Thursdays - Fridays 5 to 9 PM 
Saturdays 11 AM to 9 PM 
Sundays 11 AM to 8 PM 

Brunch Saturday & Sunday 
11AMto3 PM 

413-863-0023 
50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 
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The Possums 01 Montaeue: A Honda Fit for a King 
A Police Log Retrospective ByNINAROSSI r ~- '} :; ~,r_ 

Compiled by EMILY ALLING Illustrations by NINA ROSSI 

Wednesday, 11 / 6/ 13 . __ ,,,adiflllli . If!; 
5:05 p.m. Possible sick ~, et1 ~:e,clir.1 

·+ ' .,,1, '.).1,th .. I " q,Of'! 
opossum in an Oak- /' ·• ·• , 11 4 c1~rn • • .,,- . • /, 

) Ve .J '<)C',, ,c:~.r ~ ') 

man Street back yard. r---.,. ~~,&l , ,. / :/ .,,.,..,-- •, 
Monday, 12/z3/t3 ~ ..)'. 7 fw-'' ~/ 
12:52 a.m. Burglar ~ ~ &.1 ~ --~ -""'-

alarm at Food City. / .,, ; z:=.-... :-.. :::- ~"-._"-..~, 1 

Possum observed in C ~~~ .,.,,~ \· 
area appeared to have 

1 !.?. ' • ' 'A1Y"-/ ~ , 
tripped sensor. Pos- ~- ~ 

d .. , -sum encourage to try 
leave area. ~ '/. 

Wednesday, '7/31/13 Friday, 3/6/15 

6:32 am. Sick possum with an opossum that 1 p.m. Caller request
reported walking in has been in her house ing assistance with a 
circles in the middle for 2 or 3 days. Caller deceased animal next 
of Central Street. saw the opossum the to the dumpster behind 
Saturday, z/15114 other day; is not sure her building. Caller 
5:20 p.m. Caller re- exactly where it is now. does not know what 
porting an opossum in Wednesday, 10/15/14 kind of animal it is;just 
a small shelter he built 1':1'0 p.m. Report of a that it is not a skunk, 
for his outdoor cat; 
worried that opossum 
may be ill. 

sick-looking opossum 
in a driveway on War
ner Street. 

raccoon, or opossum. 
Responding officer ad
vises that it is an opos
sum. Removal will be a 
landlord issue. 
Thursday, 5/14115 
9:21 a.m. Worcester 
Avenue resident re
ports that while plac
ing some trash into a 
barrel, she was bitten 
by an unlmown animal 
that was still in the 
barrel. Caller placed 
the top back on the 
barrel, and believes the 

Tuesday, 3/11114 

1': 10 p.m. Caller re
ports a possible sick 
opossum in his yard; 
has it trapped under a 
trash barrel. 
Thursday, 6/ Z6/ t 4 

10:13 p.m. Report of 
possibly rabid opos
sum on East Chestnut 
Hill Road. 

Thursday, 11/zo/14 

7:26 p.m. Calls from 
tenant and landlord 
reporting an opos
sum in a Fourth Street 
apartment. 

Sunday, 9/14/14 

10: 12 a.m. Caller re-

Thursday, Z/19115 
8:1'9 a.m. Caller from 
Gill requesting assis
tance with an opos
sum that she says is 
frozen to tl1e side of 
their building. 

MARY AZAR.JAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - COM
PROMISE: something intermedi
ate between, or blending qualities 
of, two different things. (Merriam

Webster) 

Compromise is an intrinsic ele
ment in successful interpersonal 
relations. 

Without compromise, little is 
achieved in the arena of govern
ment. President Obama once said, 
"No patty has a monopoly on wis
dom. No democracy works without 
compromise." 

Willingness to meet in the middle 
does not dilute the merit of another's 
opinion nor of one's own. Compro
mise does not mean sacrificing one's 
beliefs; it simply means being open 
to discussion, and willing to concede 
on the details, while retaining a grip 
on the principles at hand. The histo1y 
ofintemational agreements illustrates 
the imp01tant role of compromise in 
achieving many resolutions. 

Speaking to the 2016 com
mencement class at Howard Uni-

nimal is still inside. 
'he bite did break the 
rin. Animal control 
fficer advised and en 
Dute. Animal found 
to be an opossum; it 
was euthanized, and 
delivered to a vet to 
be sent for testing. 
Monday, 8/3115 

:21' p.m. Caller from 
Street reports an 

possum stuck in her 
·ash can. The opossum 

>OSSUM page B4 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

lhe UalUe DI 
com1romise 

versity, Obama also said, "Change 
requires more than righteous anger. 
It requires a program and it requires 
organizing ... If you think that the 
only way fo1ward is to be as uncom
promising as possible, you will feel 
good about yourself, you will enjoy 
a ce1tain moral purity, but you're 
not going to get what you want." 

Our Constitution was written 
to create the opposite of the ml
ing system the Puritans chose to 
escape. The system of checks and 
balances relies on a foundation 
based in compromise. 

Some pundits have described 
Obama's reliance on compromise 
to be his fatal flaw, and claimed that 
compromise led to the loss of any 
chance to move fo1ward. Yet our cur
rent leader is a confim1ed autocrat, 
and we continue to stalemate nation
ally and aggravate in the internation
al arena. Little progress there. 

Not only are we no longer open 
to compromise; we have complete
ly withdrawn from paiticipation in 
such critical conversations as those 
about the increasing pollution of 
our atmosphere. 

Think of how often, even in our 
own personal lives, the willingness 
to listen to another's point of view 

see GARDENER'S page B3 

TURNERS FALLS - Alexis Petroff met me in a 
Fomth Street parking lot to show off his stealth camper, 
"Esmerelda." To all outward appeai·ances, the 2012 
Honda Fit was a generic silver hatchback with Illinois 
plates. Peeking in the windows, it looked like the rear 
seats were folded flat, and there were no personal be
longings visible. 

"I live in Chicago, so when you look inside, there 
is nothing to steal. It is impo1tant that you don't see 
anything of value. People will break into your car to get 
it, even if it is a quaiter on the dash," explained Alexis, 
who recently purchased this cai· so that he could travel 
and visit friends and family in his retirement. "This 
is my stealth camper, where eve1ything is In, and not 
Out." 

Bicycle and public transpo1tation were his usual 
means of travel in the city, and a certain fiugality and 
conservation marks his living habits in general. An aitist 
who works in gouache, organza silk, paper and wire to 
make three dimensional drawings - layered wall pieces 
that are like prints that have separated into discrete el
ements - he recently retired from working in the Alt 
Institute of Chicago's libra1y system. Turners Falls was 
a destination for him because his stepsister lives here. 

I[ t l 

--~ 
Petroff detaches a portion of the Honda} custom made 
wooden sleepingplatjorm to show off the T-bar brace he 

fabricated to stabilize and strengthen it. 

~\.. 

. ~ .. ~ 

m 
With the front seats pulled up, he can jul!J stretch out on a 

three-piece mattress in the back of the car, with room to spare. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Alexis Petroff points out the rain guards he 
installed on the windows of his 2012 Honda Fit. 

Alexis gestured to the rain guards over the windows. 
"The car is round, and if it rains it will come in the 
window. With these guards, I can get good cross ven
tilation and the rain will not come in." He pulled out a 
"no-see-mns" window sock from some hidden crevice 
and slipped it over the top of the door while it was open, 
and then closed it. Sewn from fine mesh, the screen
ing would be held down with magnets along the bottom 
edge for fair weather camping. According to Alexis, Es
merelda "is made for spring, winter and fall camping, 
not smmner camping. If the weather is over 75 degrees, 
it is a little Dutch oven in here!" 

Alexis moved to the rear of the car and opened the 
hatch. "Here you see the platfo1m. This is in travel 
mode. In sleep mode, you bring the seats forward, and 
deploy the head rest." 

He had to remove the rear seats entirely to constmct 
this sleeping and storage unit out of half inch plywood. 
It was covered with a heavy duty grey fabric that match
es the rest of the interior exactly, and looked like part of 
the car. Compartments were created with piano hinges, 
and the headrest was an extra eight inch flap that can be 
"deployed" - Alexis uses this word a lot when talking 
about the car - when the front seats are pulled forward. 

Mattress pieces were made from an Ikea bed topper 
made of wool and latex that he bought on Craigslist for 
$25, then cut in three sections and slip covered. He is 
a sewing expert, and sings the praises of his vintage 
Singer Featherweight machine. 

''Under the fo1ward hatches you have my zero-de
gree Marmot 'Never Summer' sleeping bag, two chairs, 

see FIT page B4 

The Secret of Sooty Wick Inn, 
by Elizabeth Lindgren 
(Haley's Press, 2017) 
By CANDACE CURRAN 

ORANGE - The Secret of Sooty 

Wick Inn raises a lot of questions. 
Number one is, this reviewer is 
friends with the author, so will the 
reader tmst her to be pa1tial and 
professional? 

I hope so, and maybe I can add 
some intriguing insider info1ma
tion! Such as: this author is a natu
ralist, a wood nymph of so1ts. On 
a walk, Elizabeth will point out 
plants, trees, birds, and identify 
them by naine - the old ones. She 
knows the Quabbin gates and its 
forests like a sister; smells the deer 
before you see them. 

She is pretty much the same as 
Beetle, her eleven-year-old main 
character, although chronologically 
much older. Lindgren is also ve1y 
shy, reluctant to join in social media, 
a bit of a recluse and barely on the 
grid. So we may wonder how can an 
author sell a book if they can't do 
public appeai·ances and book sign
ings and promote themselves? 

I hope to spread the word because 

this book, ten years in the writing, is 
a treasure, and there's two more in 
the trilogy patiently hiding out. 

It's a pleasure discovering what 
the secret of Sooty Wick Inn is, along 
with Beetle, who has been dropped 
off for a week-long Thanksgiving 
break from boarding school while 
her scientist parents are on expedi
tion in the Atnazon working to save 
an endangered spider. The inn keep
er, Murtha, is a dear old friend of 
Beetle's mother. She is also a hunt
ing guide and leads small groups of 
men through the winter woods of 
Maine and feeds them well. 

While the book is a great old
fashioned sto1y of mral faim life, it 
has a surprising tension and magical 
element that threads itself through 
the book. It's hard to put down, and 
stays with you. Lindgren's illustra
tions are charming, capturing the 
deer, goats, and townspeople, cap
turing the "Boys on the Highway 
Department" to a tee on page 127. 

The characters are alive. The 
animals, too, such as the devilish 
cat Jezebel that Beetle is forced to 

shai·e a room with. There is a great 
deal of humor and goodness inside. 
I really recommend it for fifth grade 
through the senior home. 

The Secret of Sooty Wick Inn 

can be found at the No1th Quabbin 
Coop, the Petersham Countty Store, 
the Petersham Craft Center, the New 
Salem Com1t1y Store, Boswell's 
Books, Atnazon, many local librar
ies, and at Lindgren's fannhouse 
in Orange, where she is a fa1mer, 
an a1tist and a writer. A display of 
her dragons and other work is at the 
Wendell Libraiy through the month 
of December. 

Despite the author being mostly 
off-grid, you can visit the Sooty 
Wick Inn at facebook.comlbeetle

beane, and her blog at sootywick. 

blogspot.com. 
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Pet 
June Bug? More like Cuddle 

Bug! I will greet you at the door 
and mb on your legs until you pet 
me. Then I'll fall over (quite clra
matically), show you my cute white 
belly, and "make biscuits" with my 
paws as you continue to pat me. 

If you stop, I'll get back up and 
head-butt you until you realize the 

errnr of your ways! 
If you're looking for a super 

snuggly affectionate cat, I'm your 
gal! Come on in and meet me! 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

"JUNE BuG" 
Senior Center Activities 

DECEMBER 11 to 16 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
The Gill Montague Senior Cen

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Tmner-s Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at Noon. 

Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 :00 A.M. 
All fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. Voluntary dona
tions are accepted. 

Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. Kitchen Manager 
is Jeff Suprenant. For more in
formation, to make meal reserva
tions, or to sign up for programs 
call 863-9357. Messages can be 
left on our machine when the cen
ter is not open. 
Tues-Thurs Noon Lunch 
M, W, F 10: 10 a m. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Monday: 12/11 
8 a.m. Foot Clinic appts. 
1 p m. Cookies & Carols 
Tuesday: 12/12 
9:30 a.m. Tech Help appts. 
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Wednesday: 12/13 
9 a.m. Veterans' Outreach 
12:30 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday: 12/14 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga 
1 p m. Cards & Gaines 
Friday: 12/15 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 

class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at 

noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Cai·e 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a m. to 4 p.m. 
for activities and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 am., with 
reservations required 2 days in 
advance. Call (413)-423-3649 for 
meal information and reservations. 

For information, call Paula 
Betters, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Trai1sportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activities, sched
ule a ride, or find out about the next 
blood pressure clinic. 
Monday: 12/11 
9:30 am. Healthy Bones Balance 
10:30 am. Tai Chi 
NO Lunch 
Tuesday: 12/12 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
Wednesday: 12/13 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12:15 pm. Bingo, Snacks, Laughs 
Thursday: 12/14 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones 
Friday: 12/15 
9 a.m. Quilting Workshop 
9:30 am. Fun Bowling 
11: 15 Music, Magic, Movement 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes VIilage Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hom-s 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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At the Shea Theater: "Communion" 
The Theme of Vaudeville Spectacular 

From combined sources. 

TURNERS FALLS -An excit
ing New Vaudeville Holiday Spec
tacular will be presented at the Shea 
Theatre on December 15 and 16 at 
7:30 p.m. Hosted by drag artist Joe 
Dulude II, with movement a1tist 
Katherine Adler, the show features 
performers of all kinds who create 
upon the theme of"communion." 

Linda Mcinerney, artistic director 
ofEggtooth Productions ai1d produc
er of the event, explains, "Our inten
tion is to create a holiday event that 
gives families ai1d folks a chance 
to be together in communion and 
in celebration of the creative spirit 
of the talented artists in our valley. 
We have invited some of the finest 
performers in the region to try out 
their new ideas on stage, all wrapped 
around the idea of connection with 
one another in a hea1tfelt way. 

"And so many forms ai·e present
ed: musical theater, dance, comedy, 
folk opera, devised theater, move
ment art - so many different and 
exciting gifts. This way you and 
your loved ones may share an ex
perience of something new that is 
still tenderhearted. I think it's what 
we all are looking for, particulai·ly 
at this time of year." 

Some of the highlights include: 
Excerpts from Savage, a new 

musical in development. Savage is 
based on the tme story of Wanda 
Savage, a Native American sharp
shooter who rose out of Oklahoma 
poverty to perform in circuses and 
vaudeville before taking on Hol
lywood as a stunt woman ai1d ac
tress in silent films. With Nicolette 
Blount (producer, writer, composer), 

Joe Dulude II, one of the hosts of the 
New Vaudeville Spectacular at the Shea 

Theater on December 15 and 16. 

John Waynelovich (musical director, 
composer, an-ai1ger) and Lindel Hait 
(writer, editor). 

Also coming to the stage are The 
Ballet Belles, Myah Grant and Mada
lyn Lilly, performing three excerpts 
from La Boutique Fantasque - the 
Overture, Tarantella, and Waltz - us
ing the Rossini-Respighi score. The 
two young dancer-s take on the role 
of dolls who come to life when the 
shop is closed. The Ballet Belles are 
directed, and work choreographed, 
by Kai·en Shulda, retired artistic di
rector at Ballet Renverse. 

"The Water Project Folk Opera" 
is Emma Ayres' reimagining of her 
original play, The Water Project, set 
in the Swift River Valley during the 
year 1938, when four towns were 
flooded, 2,500 people relocated, 
houses moved on the backs of trucks, 
7,500 graves dug up and reburied 
on higher ground, and "memories 
drowned ai1d the water. . . keeps ris
ing" to make the Quabbin Reservoir. 

Alex DeMelo performs The Con
cluding Speech of The Great Dicta-

tor with Violet Walker on the saw. 
(Walker, clown extraordinaire, does 
some solos on her saw as well.) 

There will even be standup com
edy with Ellen Villani, who says, 
"So I gave up Holy Communion 
for Lent about 18 years ago and it 
stuck! I figured none of us is tmly 
worthy anyway. In place of that 
I've become communion. I'm com
muning all over the place. I've got 
full blown relationships with gro
cery clerks, gas station attendants, 
and anyone elderly!" 

Jack Golden rolls out with a 
movement performai1ce, 13 Ways 
To Be A Black Dog. Just back from 
a successful mn at the Chaim City 
Fringe Festival in Baltimore, Jack 
received tllis review of his piece: 
"It's refreshing to see a work based 
on the real life of the performer that 
refuses to shy away from the vulner
ability attendant to such an endeavor. 
Rather than covering any discomfort 
with sarcasm, cynicism, or ai1y oft11e 
other shields we use when we feel 
exposed, Golden goes with tl1e tmth. 
He admits the unscripted, improvisa
tional component of the show scares 
him; he owns his feelings about 
family and loss." 

There will be otl1er performances 
by Jeremy Geragotelis, doing John 
Berryman Reads My Poems, Feat. 
A Bottle of Whiskey, and Phoebe 
Lord ai1d Michayla Robertson Pine, 
offering an original theater piece 
with music called The Blue Room. 
Maureen McElligott sings, and John 
Lentz sings jazz stories accompanied 
by Michael Suter on double bass. 

Tickets may be purchased online: 
sheatheater.org or eggtooth.org. 
Children m1der 15 are free. 

IL(QXO)~@ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here :S the way it was December 

6, 2007: News from the Montague 
Reporter :S archive 

A Tour Of Strathmore Mill 

Walking through the Str·athmore 
Mill is a bit like walking through an 
abandoned mine: dark and dripping 
with ice, with soot lining the buck
ling floors and walls, light com
ing in from distant openings and 
shafts, broken equipment, massive 
beams lying around where the last 
scavenging owner dropped them, 
doors jammed shut, stripped wiring, 
msted radiators, rot, decay, broken 
glass, graffiti everywhere, and gap
ing holes in the floors. 

And those are the floors that 
weren't damaged by the fire. 

Get up to the attic of Building 
#1 to look out through the burnt
out roofing timbers to the derelict 
Building #11, standing alone now 
by the canal, with broken windows 
and partially destroyed roof, and a 
frozen mound of mbble between, 
where Building #10 once stood, 

and you begin to get a sense of the 
scale of destmction left behind by 
the arsonist who stmck the 136-
year-old mill in the early morning 
of May 26. 

Report On G-M School Problems 

On November 19, the Massa
chusetts Department of Education 
released its final report on the Gill
Montague Regional School Dis
trict's "Distr·ict Leadership Evalua
tion," following a visit to the district 
by a team of independent evaluators 
in October. The team conducted in
terviews with GMRSD teachers and 
administrators, community stake
holders, and the selectboai·ds, along 
with the finance committee chairs 
of the towns of Gill and Montague. 

The Department of Education 
placed the G-M Regional School 
District on their ''underperfomling" 
list on June 26, 2007, due to a per
ceived lack of leadership within the 
district, and a lack of financial re
sources to meet educational goals. 

In their findings, the DOE evalu-

ator-s report that the G-M schools 
have experienced a 29% decline in 
emollment over the past ten yeai·s, 
from 1,598 students in 1998 to the 
current 1,142. 

The report notes the scarcity of 
academic coaches, and the percep
tion among teachers that "None of 
tl1e schools has full-time leader-ship, 
and the district lacks full-time cur
ricular and instructional supp01t for 
tl1e elementary grades. Having pa1t
time principals negatively affects 
relationship building, information 
sha1ing, and commmlication." 

Later on, the report criticizes the 
decision to keep Gill 6th graders at 
Gill Elementary rather than move 
them to Great Falls Middle School. 
The report also faults the school 
committee for failing to provide 
"sufficient leadership to enable the 
distr·ict to make academic progress. 
The committee's inability to effec
tively address and resolve issues 
related to grade configuration and 
elementary school building closings 
impedes the district's progress and 
undermines public support." 
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GARDENER'S from page 81 

and try to reach some common 
ground is critical to maintaining 
ongoing relationships. 
If years of working with teenagers 
taught me anything, it was the value 
of respectful listening to their opin
ions. We did not have to agree, but 
mutual respect was expressed and 
often led to willingness on their part 
to hear another point of view. 

Even at home in the life of the 
garden, compromise is necessa1y. 

We grew such a wonderful crop 
of early and midseason fruit. When, 
overnight, we lost eve1y huge green 
beefsteak variety, imagine om con
siderable disappointment. 

One choice would be to ban any 
fu1ther growing of this chancy frnit 
on our garden grounds. But even 
in mid-winter I am pining for the 
tangy taste of a vine-ripened, sun
wa1med tomato on my tongue. 
Choosing not to grow them again 
is just not an option. 

With the growing global waim
ing we can expect with ce1tainty 
more of the humid, hot weather 
which breeds fungal diseases. We 

will continue to grow tomatoes, but 
will more carefully rotate the space 
in which they grow. 

We will plant more che1ry and 
midseason varieties, which ripen 
before the onslaught of airborne 
fungi. Where we do plant those gor
geous beefsteak heirlooms, we will 
ny some of the recommended or
ganic preventative n·eannents. 

Water plants early in the day, 
and plant them with more space be
tween cages to allow for improved 
d1ying and better air flow. Add half 
a cup of powdered milk and one 
tablespoon of baking soda to each 
planting hole. Side-dress plants 
with crnshed egg shells. 

As a gardener, I run adamant 
about continuing to grow my favor
ite crop, but I run ve1y willing to tly 
new methods and options in working 
with natme and whatever it brings. 

Maybe I'm beginning to lose it 
with age, but I'm also willing to give 
garden space to my partner to grow 
crops I'm not particularly fond of. 
Soft-headed compromise indeed! 

Happy gardening! II 
MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV 
By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

It's here at last! The 2017 Great 
Falls Festival can be viewed on our 
TV channel, or at MontagueTVorg. 
Join us again for a night of pump
kins, music, art & more! 

Feai· not about the end of fall, 
though, there ai·e plenty of fun De
cember activities coming your way. 
Maybe you'd like to bring some lo
cal events to Montague TV - your 
public access channel - and film the 

MOVIE REVIEW 

festivities yourself! Find a list of 
things to do neai· you on Titrners
FallsRiverCulture. org. 

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to learn how easy it is to use a 
camera and capture the moment. 

Contact us at ( 413) 863-9200, in
fomontaguetv@gmail.com, or stop 
by 34 Second Sn·eet in Turners be
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays. We'd love to work 
with you! 

Thor: Ragnarok (2017) 

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

GREENFIELD- I saw Ma1vel 's 
first Thor movie with Chris Hems
wo1th in it. I thought it was alright. 
I didn't see the second Thor movie, 
but I know enough about it to say 
that they have done an accurate por
n·ayal of Loki as the n-ickster god 
that he is in Norse mythology. 

Given my knowledge of the 
first two Thor movies, I decided to 
go see the third one, called Thor: 
Ragnarok. 

First thing I will say is that Stan 
Lee, creator of many of the Marvel 
comics you know, continued his tra-

dition of doing a cameo in his films. 
Another thing is that you will see 

the Hulk/Brnce Banner in the movie 
alongside Thor. The Hulk speaks far 
better than that character has in pre
vious Marvel films. If people have 
seen a preview or two of the movie, 
they will already know that the Hulk 
is in the film before seeing it. 

Loki is in there again, too. There 
is a new chai·acter which is a Val
kyrie, which Thor encounters. Val
kyries ai·e also pa1t of Norse my
thology, so a Valkyrie in a Thor 
film fits ve1y well. 

Also, let me just say, Thor 
doesn't need his hammer: he's re
ally the god of thunder. 

The whole film had an offbeat 
tone that I liked. The plot was not 
predictable, which I think was an 
improvement in comparison with 
the other two Thor films. They 
didn't have Loki be hue to his char
acter and pull one last n·ick in the 
film. His character went in a differ
ent direction this time. 

This offbeat tone can-ied my at
tention nicely from the beginning 
of the film till the end. I also now 
believe the film sets up things nicely 
for the Avengers: Infinity War film 
that is coming to theaters. 

The film wasn't boring. I enjoyed 
it. There was a lot of humor in this 
one, and I believe that helped me 
enjoy the movie. I don't regret go
ing to see the film. People who go to 
see it probably could end up feeling 
the srune way I did. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Grenade Scare; Dog Custody; 
Paintball Drive-By; Males ''Posturing"; 

Petty Vandalism; Icy Roads 
Monday, 1 1 / 2'7 

10:31 a.m. Alarm at Hu
bie's Tavern. Officer ad
vises that bar manager 
had set off alarm and 
left due to smell of gas 
in building. TFFD and 
Berkshire Gas en route. 
3:22 p.m. Walk-in party 
reporting that someone 
shot a BB through one of 
the windows in his apart
ment building on Mon
tague City Road about a 
month ago. Report taken. 
'I;: 15 p.m. Caller states that 
he can see two people in
side the Strathmore/lnde
ck building smashing out 
third-floor windows with 
a stick. Building searched; 
no one found inside. 
5:39 p.m. Caller states 
that a male who was re
fused purchase of alcohol 
at Food City because he 
was very intoxicated has 
left and is now operating 
a vehicle. Vehicle located 
parked outside subject's 
home. Investigated. 
6:39 p.m. Officer ap
proached by party report
ing that someone stole a 
package of food that was 
delivered this morning 
from his doorstep. Report 
taken. 
7:-M< p.m. Report of hit 
and nm accident at Canal 
and Third streets. Female 
driver of pickup truck 
took off towards Green
field. Caller not injured. 
Greenfield PD alerted to 
be on lookout. 
Tuesday, ll/28 

6:55 a.m. Caller reports 
that a ladder and other 
items were stolen from 
her yard on Turners Falls 
Road overnight. Items 
were out for sale and 
were possibly mistaken 
for free items. Advised of 
options. 
1:28 p.m. Officer shut 
down a Payne Gang crew 
working without a detail 
officer on Lake Pleasant 
Road. 
5: 13 p.m. Caller states 
that some neighbors 
yelled and charged at her 
over a parking issue on 
Third Street. 
5:20 p.m. Report of a bro
ken-down bus blocking 
traffic at Seventh Street 
and Avenue A. 
5:31< p.m. 911 caller from 
I{ Street reporting heavy 
smoke from stove. TFFD 
and MPD en route. PD 
clearing; FD taking care 
of the stove problem. 
11:01 p.m. Report of 
mother bear and two cubs 
in Dell Street area. Caller 
is concerned that bears 
seem to be attracting cars 
in area. Unable to locate. 
Wednesday, 11/29 

6:01< a.m. Officer advises 
of icy conditions at bot
tom of Unity Hill. DPW 
advised over radio; fleet 
of sanders is going out. 
'l;:07 p.m. Caller states 

that she and her ex have 
broken up and they are 
having a custody issue 
over the dog. Advised of 
options. 
6:30 p.m. Walk-in report
ing that his boat was van
dalized in Colrain. Officer 
advised party about prop
er steps. Number for Shel
burne provided. 
Thursday, 11 / so 
'l;:04 a.m. Caller from 
Linda Lane reports that 
his truck's windshield has 
been smashed. Report 
taken. 
8:29 a.m. Caller from 
Crocker Avenue states 
that someone smashed one 
of his car windows over
night. Report taken. 
8:31 a.m. Caller from 
Hillside Road states that 
someone vandalized their 
mailbox overnight. Inves
tigated. 
10:32 a.m. Caller from 
Montague Village Store 
states that two vehicles 
got into a fender bender 
out behind the store. Call
er is concerned that they 
may try to blame the store. 
Minor damage to both ve
hicles. Report taken. 
12:23 p.m. 911 caller from 
Montague City Road re
porting possible rabid fox 
in area. Animal control of
ficer notified and respond
ing. 
8:42 p.m. Caller from air
port states that a silver 
car drove past him and 
shot his truck with paint
balls. Caller had moved 
along and is in Greenfield; 
does not believe there was 
extensive damage to ve
hicle; will try to clean off 
paint while it is wet. Area 
checked; unable to locate. 
Friday, all 
10:47 a.m. Party from J 
Street calling on behalf 
of his mother to report 
vandalism to her vehicle. 
Report taken. 
12:46 p.m. Caller from Hill
side Road reports that her 
mailbox was vandalized 
overnight. Officer advises 
that incident is similar to 
other recent incidents in 
area. Report taken. 
1: 12 p.m. Caller from West 
Mineral Road requesting 

assistance with hunters 
trespassing on his prop
erty. Caller's daughter 
was riding a horse on the 
property and was almost 
thrown from the horse 
when it was frightened by 
gunshots. Environmental 
Police dispatch contacted; 
they will have a unit re
sponding. Area checked; 
unable to locate. 
1:58 p.m. 

arrested on a default war
rant. 
3 p.m. Caller from Hillside 
Road reporting vandalism 
to mailbox. Report taken. 
4:58 p.m. Caller from 
Avenue A reports being 
punched in the face by two 
females, who are believed 
to be outside the building. 
Medical attention declined. 
Dispatch remained on line 
with caller until officers 
arrived. Report taken. 
6: 1 7 p.m. Caller from De
pot Street reports find
ing what appears to be a 
World War I or World 
War II grenade in her 
residence. I tern found in a 
drawer that is built into a 
closet in the dining room 
under a staircase. PD, 
TFFD, and Massachusetts 
State Police notified; MSP 
prepared to activate bomb 
squad if necessary. Officer 
advises grenade appears 
to potentially be legiti
mate. Pin is still in device. 
TFFD on scene. MSP ad
vised and will be sending 
a representative. Officer 
retrieved serial/model 
numbers from item. Depot 
Street closed. MedCare 
advised. MSP on scene. 
I tern determined not to 
be a real grenade. Depot 
Street reopened. 
8:55 p.m. Caller from Third 
Street requesting police 
assistance re: an ongoing 
parking issue. Verbal dis
turbance in progress at 
time of call. Line discon
nected. Situation mediated 
for now. Parties advised of 
options. 
10:06 p.m. Caller reports 
being the victim in an alter
cation a short time ago in 
the alley next to the Pizza 
House. Caller recognized 

three out of four subjects, 
who were last seen leaving 
area in a truck. Units will 
be on lookout. No damage 
to caller's vehicle observed; 
scuff mark was observed in 
area where caller states one 
of the subjects punched his 
window. Caller proceeded 
to pursue suspects' vehicle 
and call with updates. Call
er advised not to follow or 
pursue vehicle. Advised of 
options. 
Saturday, 12/2 

12:42 a.m. Greenfield PD 
requesting MPD K9 unit 
for search of car at Silver 
and Conway streets. Offi
cer advised and en route. 
3: 16 a.m. Caller reporting 
threats and harassment 
over past month, most 
recently yesterday after
noon. Caller was harassed 
by two males while he was 
attempting to leave for 
work. Males were "pos
turing" and indicated with 
gestures that they may 
have a weapon. No weapon 
was seen. Caller concerned 
that tl1is could escalate. 
Advised of options. 
3: 17 p.m. Caller from Sec
ond Street inquiring if it 
is illegal to dispose of a 
dead squirrel in a dump
ster. Advised of options. 
5:51 p.m. Caller states that 
while walking from his 
residence to Food City, 
a group of four to six 
teenagers started harass
ing him near Fifth and T 
streets and told him they'd 
be waiting for him when 
he returned. Advised of 
options. 
9 p.m. Walk-in parties re
porting fight on Fourth 
Street. Neither party 
wanted any action taken; 
requesting to have inci
dent on record only. Ad
vised of options. 
Sunday, 12/s 

9: 14 a.m. Caller from Hill
side Road reports that 
part of her holiday light 
display was stolen over
night. Caller very upset 
that someone would take 
holiday decorations. Item 
stolen was described as a 
multi-colored spotlight 
worth approximately $20. 

Advised of options. 
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FIT from page B 1 

a tent, a table, binoculars, a tripod, 
a kitchen setup, a toolbox, and my 
personal belongings," he said. The 
wooden suppo1ts for the platfonn 
slide together with T-bars that he 
put together using his favorite Tite
bond II glue. There are ve1y few 
screws in the whole thing, and he 
was able to do this conversion for 
less than $200. 

"I am 5 '5" and this platform is 
5'6". I can lay down all the way, 
and be comfo1table. If I have a 
sho1t partner it is possible to sleep 
two in here, although you have to 
be intimate and scrnnchy." In some 
places, it is not legal to sleep in 

your car. Alexis described his pro
cess for those situations: go to the 
gas station to clean up and fold the 
seats and take out the mattresses. 
Return to the scene of the crime, 
and deploy the black-out cmtains 
which smrnund the sleeping area 
completely. Do not even look at 
your phone, he advises: no light 
must be visible. 

He caiTies a tiny level in order to 
find the best place to pai·k the car, 
as well. 

However, if you do know the 
people ai·ound you and it is pennis
sible to camp in the cai·, there is the 
"decorative set." Alexis unfurled a 
series of cmtains strnng on para-

Petro.ff removes his sleeping bagfrom a storage compartment in 
the Honda. In warm weather, he uses a tent, also stored under the 

platform. Other hatches include kitchen supplies, a table and chair, 
a camera tripod, and other useful items for life on the road. 

Petro.ff shows the privary curtains that he designed 
and made, including the silk screened graphics. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

chute cord and affixed them to tiny 
hooks above the windows. "Once 
you install the cmtains, it becomes 
a neat little space," he said, "a tiny 
room. Because I am so small, I 
can almost sit upright and do some 
stuff seated." Each curtain had a 
m1ique colorful design printed on 
it by Alexis. "You cai1 be naked in 
here. I have little clips to hold the 
cmtains together for privacy." 

So far, Alexis has done more tent 
camping than car camping, though. 
And even when it wasn't too hot to 
camp in the car, some relatives in
sisted on him staying inside. 

Only once has he "deployed" 
Esmerelda in her role as stealth 
camper: "The first time I did this, 
was about a week ago in a rest 
ai·ea in Pem1sylvania, and I made 
myself a beautiful cup of coffee in 
the morning, with some creainers 
and sugar that I stole." He showed 
me a short video on his phone of 
boiling water on his little alcohol 
stove, with tractor trailers in the 
background. 

If you are interested in camping 
in your own car, there are help
ful videos on YouTube about con
strncting these kinds of platfo1ms 
inside of small vehicles for ve1y 
little money. Alexis has put his own 
spin on Esmerelda's conversion. 

In learning about Alexis Petroff's 
car, I opened a Pandora's box re
vealing his (mostly) m1der-the-ra
dar a1t cai·eer, and was ainazed by 
the many projects he described and 
showed me pictures of - including 
the inside sto1y on some spectacu
lai· "fails," such as the 5,000 Mil
lennium Park photo flipbooks he 
had printed with a serious typo, and 
which weighed too much to store in 
his apa1tment, ai1d most of which 
he ended up throwing away. 

His apaitment cunently holds 
five 7½ foot wide constrnctions 
and some fo1ty smaller pieces, all 
of very light weight materials such 
as silk, paper, and wire. Of course, 
he has designed and built m1ique 
storage solutions to hold these. 

He has been reviewed in Art in 
America magazine, but is not rep
resented by any galle1y. Thanks to 
the magazine review, he secured a 
solo exhibit at Swa1thmore College 
earlier in the year. To see his ait, 
visit alexispetroff.com. u 

Opossutn are Beneficial Visitors 
By REPORTER STAFF 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - Are 
opossum dangerous? Why do folks 
freak out when they see one? 

According to the Opossum So
ciety of the United States, it is ex
tremely rare for an opossum to get 
rabies - perhaps due to their ve1y 
low body temperature, which makes 
it difficult for the vims to survive. 

Some folks will assume that an 
opossum seen in the daytime is 
sick, because they ai·e known to 
be nocturnal creatures. However, 
there are many reasons they may 
be seen in daytime: their nest may 
have been disturbed; they may 
need extra foraging time, pa1ticu
larly in winter; snow cover makes 
it difficult to find food; and finally, 
they may be ill or blind. 

These creatures are basically sol
ita1y, and move from place to place 
eve1y two or three days. They will 
set up an elaborate nest in a secluded 
area, but move on fairly quickly. So 
if you see an opossmn in your yard, 
it has not settled for long, and you 

can just wait for it to move along. 
While the opossum visits, it is 

pe1fo1ming its role as a pest elimi
nator, eating snails, slugs, mice, 
rats, cockroaches, and other unde
sirables. According to the Ca1y In
stitute of Ecosystem studies, "opos
smns ai·e the m1sm1g heroes of the 
Lyme Disease epidemic," "hoover
ing up ticks right and left" while not 
serving as carriers for the disease. 

They will tolerate cats, and may 
sometimes be seen shru.ing a food 
dish with one. However, dogs will 
attack opossum, or at the ve1y least 
bark at them and get all excited. An 
opossmn may snap in self-defense 
but is more likely to play dead and lie 
motionless for up to four hours, dur
ing which time they release a putrid 
odor from their anal glands to keep 
predators away. Their body will be 
stiff, and their lips curled back from 
their teeth, and will not respond to 
poking, lifting, or carrying. 

It is an involuntru.y response. 
Opossmns have often been thought 
of as stupid for doing this. 

The opossum is ve1y oppo1tu-

nistic, and will seek gai·bage to eat 
and fom1dation holes and such to 
camp in. Get rid of outside food 
sources, seal all openings, and cut 
back brnsh if you object to these 
visitations. However, they are ben
eficial to the urban environment by 
keeping pests under control. 

If you have a dog and would 
still like to receive opossum visi
tors, it would be good to keep your 
dog contained at night and leashed 
when outside. Providing a drain
age pipe about 8 inches wide and 
five or six feet long on the grom1d 
somewhere will allow the opossmn 
to escape the dog. 

Opossum ru.·e not rodents. They 
are the only No1th American mru.·su
pial, meaning they keep their young 
in a pouch on the female's belly to 
mature. The most common opos
sum species in this country usually 
have thirteen nipples - a1rnnged in a 
circle, with one in the center to feed 
the yom1g inside the pouch. 

They have the most teeth of any 
mammal native to No1th America, 
fifty of them, and live only about 
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OPOSSUM from page B1 mined to still be alive,just not mov
is still alive; she just doesn't know ing. Request PD [redacted]. Officer 
what to do with it. Contacted ani- responded. [Redacted.] 
mal control officer, who advised 
that caller can just tip over the trash 
can so the opossum can get out, and 
it should nm away. These animals 
do not carry rabies, so that need 
not be a concern. Caller remained 
concerned about letting it go in the 
street, but was reassured that the 
animal would probably be scared of 
people and run away. 
Sunday, 8/9/15 

1 :09 p.m. Caller reports that her 
grandchildren were out playing 
and said that they saw one of their 
neighbors capture and kill an opos
sum. Officer, upon speaking with all 
parties, advises that the children ad
mitted to making up the story after 
being spoken to about poking the 
opossum, who was caught to be re
located at a later time, with sticks. 
Monday, 5/23/16 

1:10 p.m. Caller inquiring who to 
contact to dispose of a dead opos
sum on the tree belt line near his 
apartment. 
Friday, 9/2/16 

9:10 a.m. Report of two dead ani-
mals, raccoon and opossum, in 
Montague City Road; vehicles 
swerving into oncoming traffic to 
avoid them. 
Tuesday, 9/13/16 

9:12 p.m. Report of injured opos
sum in road creating a hazard in vi
cinity of water treatment plant. 
Thursday, 9/22/16 

2:35 p.m. DPW responded to Ste
vens Street to dispose of a deceased 
opossum, per citizen request. Upon 
DPW arrival, animal was deter-

two years, on average, although 
some may survive until four. 

Their feet have an opposable 
thmnb that helps them climb. Their 
claws are ve1y delicate; if you have 
holes in your yai·d, they are not 
the culprit, although they may use 
them for shelter. 

They also have a long, hairless 
tail that can be used to cru.1y a bunch 
of grass or twigs to build a nest, like 
a fifth limb. Young opossum some
times hang from their tails when 
they are playing ru.·ound, but an 
adult is too heavy to do this. 

Like other mru.·supials, the males 
have a forked penis, and the females 
have a bifurcated vagina. They have 
another unusual reproductive trait 
not shru.·ed by other mru.·supials like 
kangru.·oos and koala bears: the sperm 
will pair up inside the male, and will 
remain paired until just before fer
tilization inside the female. No one 
knows exactly why this is, but it may 
improve mobility of the spenn. 

Saturday, 9/24/16 

1:51 p.m. ACO notified about an 
opossum that is hanging around 
Third Street. 
Sunday, 10/so/16 

5:58 p.m. Off-duty officer calling in 
for an injured opossum in his yard 
that may need to be put down. 
Friday, +/ 1 +/ 1-; 

2:·1<7 p.m. Report of opossum on 
sidewalk on Gill side of Gill-Mon
tague Bridge. Caller expressing con
cern that opossum might be stuck. 
Monday, 5/22/1'7 

7:16 a.m. Caller reporting opossum 
walking around in circles in middle 
of X Street. Animal dispatched; 
officer will stand by with it until 
DPW can come up and grab it. 
Monday, 6/5/1'7 

6:25 p.m. ACO reporting that there 
is an opossum in a yard on Avenue 
B; possum appears to be suffering 
and has no use of its legs. Officer 
attempting to locate to have it put 
down. Taken care of. 
Thursday, '7 / zo/ l '7 

11:35 p.m. Caller from Fourth Street 
states that he has one opossum in 
his basement; requesting animal 
control officer remove it. 
Tuesday, 8/8/1'7 

12:·1'1 a.m. Caller from Fifth Street 
states that there is a possum on her 
porch. 
Tuesday, 9/19/1'7 

10:05 a.m. Officer flagged down on 
Third Street by a concerned citi
zen who is reporting a dead opos
sum on the sidewalk. 

Tuesday, 10/10/1'7 

1:22 p.m. Caller 
from Fourth Street 
requesting that an 
officer check on an 
opossum that has 

\ been hiding 
;,;, "in the bushes 
;, and darting 

after people 
that walk by. 

II 

Opossum were more prized as a 
food source in past times, paiticular
ly in southern regions. Their flesh is 
typically smoked and stewed, after 
the musk glands are removed. The 
fur has also been valued by hm1ters. 
Their fat is high in essential oils, 
and has been used for salves for ar
thritis and as a chest mb. 

If you absolutely must remove 
an opossmn from your yard, contact 
the local animal control officer or 
wildlife rehabilitation specialist. If 
one is in your house, you may lure 
it outside with a trail of pet food, 
or trap it by leaning a trashcan on 
some books and placing food in the 
bottom of the can, and then releas
ing it outside. 

Visit the opossumsocietyus.org 
website for more details and advice. 
Most of the information for this arti
cle caine from there, Wikipedia, and 
mammalsrus.com. 

u 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(f onnerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

~issance IB~liders 
Q!ia-Eity. Crajtsmansliip. Ori9i11a[ <J'liougfit. 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 
bedson l@comcast.net 

Home fax: (413) 863-0218 

Manially Real Estate 
92 Federal Street 

Greenfield, MA OJJOI 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
Rfalt11r, Broker, ABR, CRS. l'• l'RO. GRI. SRES, CI.IR 
,'-la. l.k~r,sc =00953,;soo 

[BG) •.. _ Ml.$ 

www.ManiattyRealty.com 
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ARTS & ENTERT Al NM ENT inspired, Americana-flavored 
originals. 7:30 p.m. $ 

ONGOING EVENTS: 
EVERY SUNDAY 

McCusker's Co-op Market, Shel
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions. Mu
sicians, all levels, traditional Irish 
music. 10:30 a.m. 

Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Jazz Night. 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

FIRST SUNDAY MONTHLY 

Green Fields Market, Greenfield: 
Co-op Straight-Ahead Jazz. Bal
cony. Afternoons. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Greenfield Harmony Spring Ses
sion. No auditions. 6:45 p.m. 
Contact mcbrass@vermonte/. 
net for location and details. 

2ND AND 4TH MONDAYS 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Scotty K's Open Mic. 8 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Stories, projects, 
and snacks for young children 
and their caretakers. 10: 15 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. Ages 0 
to 5 and caregivers. 10:30 a.m. 

1 ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAYS 

The Perch (4th floor), Green
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 
& Late Night Open Mic Jam. 20 
piece ensemble play son, salsa, 
chacha and much more. 8 p.m. 
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Branch Library, Mon
tague: Music and Movement with 
Tom Carroll & Laurie Davidson. 
Children and their caregivers. 10 
to 10:45 a.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Franklin County Pool League. 6 
to 11 p.m. 

FIRST THURSDAYS 

Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Open Mic. 7 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURSDAY 

Tilton Library, S. Deerfield: Book 
Discussion. 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY 

Free Arms Library, Shelburne 
Falls: Open Prose and Poetry 
Reading. Arrive early to sign up 
for 5 to 10 minute slots. 7 p.m. 

Element Brewing Company, 
Millers Falls: Brute's Irish Band. 
6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: A 
Community Yoga and Wellness Celtic Christmas. A Silverthorne 
Center, Greenfield: Greenfield Theater production. 7 p.m. $ 

Circle Dance. 6 to 8 p.m. $ Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne: 

EXHIBITS: 
Artspace Art Center, Greenfield: 
Sensorium. Local artists affiliat
ed with GCC. Reception Friday, 
December 1, 5 p.m. Through 
December 20. 

Greenfield Gallery, Greenfield: 
Paintings by Paul Hoffman. 
Whimsical worlds, intricate ge
ometries. Through December. 

The Blackbird Effect. John Ca
ban and Pan Morigan doing 
blues, jazz, Americanismos. 
7:30 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Welcome Yule. Welcome Yule 
celebrates the return of the light 
at the winter solstice with festive 
music and songs, dance and 
stories. The 33rd annual show 
for all ages. 7:30 p.m. $; free for 
ages 4 and under. 

Anne Patterson and Peter BloodJ Two of A Kind delights audiences of all 
ages with their music, good humor and audience participation. An award-winning 
husband-wife duo, Two of a Kind' s concerts for families and children of all ages 
include songs, puppets, movement and stories - all with an emphasis on interaction 
and participation. Themes of songs and stories range from friendship and animals 
to social issues such as the environment, conflict resolution and diversity. S aturd.qy, 
December 9 at the Mount Tory Meetinghouse on Route 63 in Leverett, 2 p.m. $ 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 
Rossi Round-Up! Gallery own
er Nina Rossi presents her fa
vorite works: Chard, Railroad 
Salvage, and Turners Falls are 
some of the subjects of her art. 
Through December. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Andrew Quient: An Inter
section of Pottery & Architecture: 
Ceramics & Drawing. Inspired 
by history, drawings on ceramic 
vessels. Through December 31. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel
burne: Bob Compton, "Drawing 
in Steel." Fine art of forged steel. 
Reception December 2, 4 p.m. 
Through December 31. 

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shelburne 
Falls: "Illumination" brings light 
to a time of darkness. Paintings, 
prints, photographs, sculpture, 
fiber art, and glass relate to the 
theme of illumination in its many 
symbolic, metaphorical, and lit
eral aspects. Through January. 

Wendell Free Library, Wen
dell: Paintings by Janet Palin. 
Through December. 

EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
The Definite Maybes. Blues 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Funky Dawgz Brass Band, The 
Beau Sasser Trio. Contagious 
upbeat mix of traditional New 
Orleans R&B, original music, hip 
hop, funk, and today's top hits. 
9 p.m. $ 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Big 
Mean Sound Machine. 9 p.m. $ 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 

Mount Toby Meetinghouse, Lev
erett: Two of a Kind with Anne 
Patterson and Peter Blood. 2 
p.m. $ 

Montague Common Hall, Mon
tague Center: Open Mic Night 
#19. Featuring Adam Braun
scheig. Big town performance 
art in a tiny village. Open mic in 
a beautiful space and friendly 
environment. 7 p.m. 

Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne: 
Patty Carpenter and Melissa 
Shetler. Mother and daughter 
vocalists doing jazz, pop and 
blues. 7:30 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Welcome Yule. Welcome Yule 
celebrates the return of the light 
at the winter solstice with festive 
music and songs, dance and 
stories. The 33rd annual show 
for all ages. 7:30 p.m. $; free for 

ages 4 and under. 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Gaslight Tinkers with Mamma's 
Marmalade. A joyously dance
able sound around a core of tra
ditional New England old time 
and Celtic fiddle music. 8 p.m. $ 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: She 
Said. Rockin' originals led by 
Tanya Bryant and Margaret Fitz
patrick with Torie O'Dell, Cynthia 
Fritz, Nina Rossi and Gail He
geman. 8 p.m., followed by DJ 
Nikos at 10 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Zydeco 
Connection. Lil'Cyn on accordi
on, Eileen Almeida on rubboard 
and lead vocals, Mike Rose on 
drums, and Dave LeBlanc on 
bass. Music at 8 p.m. 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Tides, Greyhounds. 8:30 p.m. $ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Welcome Yule. Welcome Yule 
celebrates the return of the light 
at the winter solstice with fes
tive music and songs, dance 
and stories. The 33rd annual 
show for all ages. 2 p.m. $; free 
for ages 4 and under. 

Unitarian Church, Northfield: 
Fire Pond and Amandla Chorus 
will be staging a benefit concert 
for Puerto Rico hurricane vic
tims. 2:30 p.m. 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Val
ley Jazz Voices. The only com
munity jazz choir in the Valley. 
Under the direction of Jeff Olm
sted, VJV will perform a swing
ing mix of jazz and Brazilian 
favorites accompanied by Ken 
Forfia on piano, George Kaye 
on bass, and Claire Arenius on 
drums. 4 p.m. $ 

Wendell Town Hall, Wendell: 
Wendell Community Chorus 
The Wendell Community Cho
rus invites all ages to share in 
an evening of hope and light. 
Songs of: Matisyahu, Tina Ma
lia, Stevie Wonder, with Gos
pel, Madrigals and Seasonal 
tunes that all can sing. 5 p.m. 
Donations accepted. 

Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne: 
Dennis Avery and John Clark. 6 
p.m. 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Nate Martel, double album re
lease. 7 p.m. $ 

Parlor Room, Northampton: Ar
chival album release for Philip 
8. Price of Winterpil/s. 7 p.m. $ 

WEDNESDA~DECEMBER13 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: The 
Harvey Diamond Quartet. Har
vey Diamond is a bona fide mas
ter of the piano and an unsung 
hero of the jazz scene. Lena 
Bloch on tenor saxophone, Jamie 
Macdonald on bass, and Claire 
Arenius on drums. 7 p.m. $ 

THURSDA~DECEMBER14 

Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Jeff 

B5 

Holmes with Dawning Holmes 
Vocals. Jeff Holmes plays piano 
and trumpet, and is a composer 
and arranger. He is the Direc
tor of Jazz Studies at UMass. 
Dawning Holmes is a vocalist 
and composer/lyricist. Together 
they perform jazz, soul, gospel, 
blues, contemporary, and more. 
7 p.m. $ 

t~J.J\ f K,1 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turnt!rs Falls 

Friday, Decexnbeir X 5 
4 to 8 p.m. 

A Wonderful Night in TF 
Everyone iis Lrnvited! 

Drop in & Create Art 
and 

Pwxhase Art Made by Youth 

wW\v.bdckhousecommwlity.org 
413-863-9576 

$de~ 
food 

THURS. 12/7 8pm 
Falltown String Band 

FRI. 12/8 6:30pm 
Uncle Hal's 

Crab Grass Band 

SUN. 12/10 9pm 
TNT KARAOKE 

MON. 12/11 8pm 
Scotty K's Open Mic. 

Happy Holidays! 

18 THIRD STREET 
TURNrRS FlllS, MA 
REIIIE1VOUSTfM&,CO~ 
TEL:413-863-2$66 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

A worker co-op in Greenfield, MA 
www.realpickles.com I (413) 774-2600 

"("'t Product; 011 
\l' 

& l(araoke speciat· .S r ISfs 

~ <>. 

413-522-6035 
www.tntprodj.net 

' .,. 

DOLAN & DOl:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

~ Re:i::r:1~0~~:~:ctor 
Blown Cellulose Insulation • Spray Foam Insulation 

Airsealing • Energy Audits• Replacement Doors & Windows 

Email: bryanhobbsremodcling@gmailcom 

Now accepting credit cards. 

Home/Office 
Telephone: 413-775-9006 
Fax: 413-475-3255 

Lie # 083982 I Reg II 139564 

Bryan C. Hobbo ~ 

346 Conway St. mass save 
Greenfield, MA 01301 ----

PARTNER 

OPEN DAILY 
LUNCH and DINN£R 

2q Federal St. Greenfield 
773-0333 / thepeoplespint.com 
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Above: Jennifer 
Bennett, with her trusty 
Montague Repotter at 
Vatnajokull Glacier 

in Iceland 

At right: Peter 
d'Errico of Leverett 
discusses our coverage 

in the sculpture garden 
at the University of 

New Mexico. 

Going somewhere? 
Take us with you! 

Send photos to 
edito,@montague

repotter.org. 
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Let The Nameless Be The Namers 
By DENIS BORDEAUX 

TURNERS FALLS 

year. Teams that they lost ~R ... o to wouldn't have wanted to 
~J,t ~ i play them at the end, includ

- For the first time in school 
histo1y, the Turners foot
ball team took the field on 
T-Day nameless. Some, by 
stretching cosmic and kar
mic vibrations to the max, 
will look you in the eye and 
argue that was why Tm11ers 
lost: no totem, no mythical 
leader, no diums to put fear 
in the hearts of our enemies. 
No damn name. 

After going to sixty con
secutive games on T-Day 
- and playing in two - I was 
waiting, like always, for the 
team to thunder through the 
gates onto the field for our encouraging roar. 
It's a tradition we had done for us by ex-ball
players, and it still connects us to the team. 

The 15 players stood at the gate in a huddle, 
and I just said, "Wow, fifteen - they're like the 
Spaitans at The1mopylae!" Eve1yone liked the 
compai'ison, ai1d that's what spmTed this article, 
and submission. 

Anyone who knows Turners football would 
say this was Coach Lapointe, and his staff's, 
finest coaching job. When you think of the 
league and Western Mass titles, the streak of 
wiiming seasons and the six T-Day wins in a 
row, that's saying a mouthful. We knew the 
team would be devastated by graduation last 
year, but when I read that only 15 kids came 
out, with only two seniors, I knew it would be 
more than a small rebuild. 

But if you paid attention, the 15 got better, 
and were only out of one game eai·ly in the 

ing Greenburg (12-0). 
Six victories, with a real 

possibility of a seventh, was 
amazing. How do you even 
practice with 15? 

Dming the game I only 
saw one or two players 
ever come off the field for a 
breather. That means eve1y 
kid played damn near eve1y 
down, on both sides of the 
ball. Even with 30 Green 
Wave players substituting 
freely, Turners had the game 
in hand at 18-6 with 4 min
utes to go. 

And then it finally caught 
up with them. And like the 300 at The1mopylae, 
they just ran out of gas, in a last-second heait
breaker. But the effo1t by these mmamed and 
m1dennaimed, for the game and the season, was 
tmly Spaitan-esque. 

Although I've submitted three new names 
and designs, which are unique and area-rel
evant, I would also like to add the "Power
town Spartans" to the list. Is it m1ique? There 
are eight teams in Mass. who are Spartans. 
I would argue that none of those are named 
after 15 nameless heroes. 

Let these nameless Spartans, a.k.a. 
"The 15," be the inspiration for team, spir
it, hai·d work, and dowmight gutsiness. 
I know that for all TF football fans this 
nameless team was historic, and will be re
membered with all the great Indian teams. 
Their legacy could be the sta1t of a new his
to1y. Go Spartans! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE! (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666. 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Fall Clean Up! 
413.522.25 

ARTISAN 
BEVERAGE 
COOPERATIVE 

FRI: 4-7PM 
SAT:2-6PM 
324 Wells Street, Greenfield, MA 

WWW.ARTBEV.COOP Franklin County CDC 

2 Fiske Avenue 
Greenfield, MA 

413.772_3122 
solarstoreofgreenlield.com 

AIIEarth Solar Trackers are American 
engineered and American made and 
come with a 10-year full-system warranty 
and a 25-year design life. A system that's 
effective and efficient every day - a system 
that you can count on well into the future. 

,lrbsl Chnsline PelleM www dWIIOllllmlsrm com 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 413-834- 7569 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

'T' 30 Montague Street ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS r-r 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

Come See What's Cooking! 

Oloose from a variety of Party 
Platters to pre order for your 

entertaining needs! 
tt5ee our website for details•• 

Our Own Chicken & Eggs 

Free--Ronge Turkey 

Grass-Fed fJccf & Lamb 

Home-style Meals, Sides, Soups, 

& Desserts 
Our farm store is open year round! 

126Mormon Hollow Road~ Wendell. MA01379 

info@thedtEtmandfarm.com 

thediemandfarm.com 

Mon-Sat 73m-Spm 

Closf"d Sundays (January thru April) 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

;:.,,, 

LSrRACTOR 
Get more tractor for your money! 

Rte 63, Montague 413-367-2481 
sirnmequipment.com iMM 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Tttrnen Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

The Gill Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed -Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

A BEAUTIFUL 
Smile Starts With 
Healthy Teeth 
GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turner; Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Argy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.blrnerafallsplzza.com 
119 Avenue A, Turners falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 




