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By ANNA GYORGY

BONN, GERMANY – The long trip from Wendell 
back to the Rhine put me at the center of world dis�
cussions on climate. Bonn, former capital of a divided 
Germany, was my home base for decades. Now, thanks 
to a grant from the Traprock Center for Peace & Jus�
tice and its supporters, I am back for the 23rd “meeting 
of the parties” of the ���������������  ������������� �United Nations Framework Con�
vention on Climate Change, known as COP23. 

I can witness this history, and report back. Not from 
the conference floor – check out the excellent report�
ing at Democracy Now! for that – but from the outside, 
attending some of the many meetings and actions of 
those demanding and working for strong action for cli�
mate protection, and climate justice. 

For delegates in Bonn, from November 6 to 17, 
the goal is to define and firm up the terms and goals 
of the Paris Agreement, drafted with much fanfare at 
COP21 in Paris in 2015. Participating countries agreed 
to make voluntary goals to keep the increase in global 
temperatures to 1.5�� �������� ������ ������������ ������º �������� ������ ������������ ������Celsius (2.7�� ������������ ������º ������������ ������Fahrenheit) above 
pre-industrial levels, and below the even-more-dan�
gerous 2�� �� ������ ����º �� ������ ����C (3.6�� ����º ����F). 

Putting things in perspective as COP23 opened, 
the World Meteorological Organization reported that 

2017 was on its way to being one of the three hottest 
years on record. A 1�� ���������������������������������    º����������������������������������      C increase has already happened, 
and according to press and UN reports, �������������� current Paris 
pledges would leave the world “3º C warmer than in 
pre-industrial times.” The UN warned that projections 
show a���� �� �������������������    3.2�� �������������������   º �������������������   C increase by 2100.

Although the agreement is widely acknowledged as 

Report from Bonn:
System Change, 
Not Climate Change!

A huge crane holds the message, “End Coal,” behind the stage 
at the closing of  a 25,000-strong demonstration in Bonn.

see cop23 report page A4

Our reporter, cemetery commissioner Judith Lorei, and highway superintendent 
Tom Bergeron check out the scene at the centuries-old, public cemetery.

By JEFF SINGLETON

MONTAGUE – Last August, the 
town of Montague signed an agree�
ment with the Eversource Electric 

Company for use of the gravel ac�
cess road next to the power lines 
crossing Wendell Road east of Mill�
ers Falls. The road, which is used 
for power line maintenance, will al�

low town vehicles limited access to 
the historic Dry Hill Cemetery.

To get there, vehicles need to 
travel south up a steep incline on 
Eversource’s road to a dirt road 

The New Route to Dry Hill Cemetery:
Progress, If Not For The Family Car

called Dry Hill Cross Road. Taking 
a right on the Cross Road, vehicles 
would travel west approximately 
one-third of a mile to where the 
Cross Road reaches the upper por�
tion of Dry Hill Road, at one time a 
major east-west thoroughfare. 

The voyager would then take an�
other right-hand turn, back down the 
hill toward Wendell Road. Approxi�
mately halfway there, one encounters 
a fence blocking further progress. To 
the right of this fence, and up an in�
cline, one can see a rather decrepit, 
sparsely populated cemetery. 

This is Dry Hill Cemetery, the 
subject of at least thirty years of lo�
cal controversy. 

The rather circuitous route to this 
see DRY HILL page A8

GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Pioneer Officials To Visit Gill-Montague; 
Rural Districts Face Pressure To Regionalize
By MIKE JACKSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – On No�
vember 7, the Gill-Montague school 
committee had discussed applying 
for a state grant to study the feasibil�
ity of shared services, or perhaps re�
gionalization, with Pioneer and the 
Franklin County Technical School 
district, and gave superintendent 
Michael Sullivan the go-ahead to 
prepare an application. 

But as of the following Gill-Mon�
tague meeting Tuesday night, No�
vember 14, Pioneer’s committee had 
not yet been able to discuss the mat�
ter. Nevertheless, Sullivan was au�

thorized to submit an application this 
week, hopefully after hearing back 
from Pioneer and otherwise using 
his own discretion, and chair Timmie 
Smith was authorized to sign it. 

On November 21, representatives 
from the Pioneer Valley Regional 
school committee and its member 
towns will join as guests in Gill and 
Montague’s ongoing talks on their 
own district’s long-term sustain�
ability. That meeting will be held at 
the Gill-Montague Senior Center at 
6:30 p.m., and is open to the public.

General Business
Lesley Cogswell reported that 

the Friends of Hillcrest have formed 
a committee to replace the school’s 
kindergarten and first-grade play�
ground. They “desperately need” 
volunteers to serve on that commit�
tee, she said, including grantwriters, 
and the FoH will meet on Novem�
ber 21 at 4 p.m. 

On December 4, the playground 
project will be the beneficiary of a 
Free Soup and Games Night at Hope 
and Olive restaurant in Greenfield.

Heather Katsoulis, the school 
committee’s liaison with the task�
force it has appointed to select a 
new high school nickname and logo, 

see GMRSD page A7

By JEFF SINGLETON

At the November 13 Montague 
selectboard meeting, town admin�
istrator Steve Ellis announced that 
the town of Montague has hired a 
firm called APD Management to 
conduct a much-discussed “inter�
nal investigation.” Although Ellis, 
as at recent meetings, did not say 
out loud what the subject of the in�
vestigation was, the board’s action 
comes two weeks after police chief 
Chip Dodge was placed on admin�
istrative leave pending an “internal 
investigation.” 

It was recently revealed that the 
state Attorney General’s office last 
year investigated complaints from 
unknown sources that Dodge had 
mishandled drugs deposited in a 
prescription drug drop box at the 
police station. The state did not 
press charges against the chief, but 
his suggestion to state detectives 
that other officers in his depart�
ment may have had access to the 
drugs raised the ire of the officers 
in his department, all of whom 
signed a no-confidence statement 
on October 19. 

Dodge, who has admitted that 
he is a recovering opioid addict, 
has been publicly supported by the 

state Chiefs of Police Association.
At Monday’s meeting, neither 

Ellis nor selectboard members 
discussed the goals of the investi�
gation, but Ellis stated that it had 
“already commenced, and we are 
hoping that it will be a relatively 
brief process.” 

APD Management is based in 
Tewksbury, Massachusetts and was 
founded by Alfred P. Donovan, a 
former Tewksbury police chief. 
The company’s website says that it 
specializes in “consulting, assisting 
and conducting confidential inves�
tigations for municipal government 
agencies with emphasis on police 
internal investigations.” 

Town Website
Mik Muller of Montague Web�

Works introduced the new website 
he has developed for the town. 
Muller stressed that his product 
would provide significantly greater 
access for town employees, and 
members of town boards, than the 
previous platform.

“We have been working with an 
archaic product for a long time,” 
said Ellis, “Which makes it more 
difficult for our staff to update it, 
which makes it more difficult to be 

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Internal Affairs:
Town Hires Special 
Police Investigators

see MONTAGUE page A7

New Salem “Ultra” 
Will Aid Local Family
By JOE KWIECINSKI

NEW SALEM – Imagine if you 
could design your own race and 
could determine its distance, and 
run – �����������������������������       or even walk�����������������      – as much or as 
little as you wished. Now further 
envision that you could help raise 
money for a worthy family in need, 
while aiding in bringing the commu�
nity a little more together by raising 
its awareness of a serious disease.

Well, you�����������������������    ’����������������������    re in luck. Enter the 
inaugural Village Ultra 10-Hour 
Race in New Salem this weekend. 
This exciting event unfolds Sun�
day, November 19 from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. starting at the New Salem 
Common. 

Devised by Carla Halpern of 
New Salem, the mother of three 
children and a proud long distance 
runner and ultra-runner herself, this 
fun-filled event will attempt to raise 
consciousness of two especially 
unforgiving, cruel maladies: PANS 
and PANDAS. 

The acronym PANS stands for 
Pediatric Acute-onset Neuropsy�
chiatric Syndrome, while PANDAS 
represents Pediatric Autoimmune 
Neuropsychiatric Disorders Associ�
ated with Streptococcal Infections. 
The terminology may seem cum�
bersome, but that������������������   ’�����������������   s merely a faint 
reflection of how complex and com�
plicated these illnesses are.

Every contribution helps: The shortest version of  Sunday’s race 
is simply a quarter-mile jaunt around the New Salem Common. 

The longest route will take ten hours for practiced runners to finish.

see VILLAGE ULTRA page A5
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PV Squared solar installers Jeremy Latch and Bob Hiland complete the wiring for  
a 4.9 KW solar array on Central Street in Turners Falls this Tuesday morning.

By ROB SKELTON

MONTAGUE – SCRUM: 1a. a 
rugby play in which the forwards 
of each side come together in a 
tight formation and struggle to 
gain possession of the ball when it 
is tossed in among them. 2a. Brit-
ish: MADHOUSE. 

We are in the Massachusetts can-
nabis scrum. Who will shape the 
coming pot future? 

Up until now, it has been the 
public health authorities, who’ve 
overseen the previous incarnation 
of legal weed under the auspices of 
“medical.” Now that “recreational” 
has been mandated by the voters, of-
ficial power will migrate to the newer 
Cannabis Control Commission, con-
stituted by the political class.

The governor and attorney gen-
eral are still in Just Say No mode. 
The legislature, which never had the 
capacity, courage or imagination to 
embrace weed, was overridden by 
the people via referendums. 

Nonetheless, the pols are eager 
to cash in on their cronyism – think 
Bill Delahunt, whose former col-
leagues granted him three licenses 
to operate med-marijuana facilities, 
despite his having jailed hundreds 
of people for pot possession while 
he was in “law enforcement.”

Corporate interests are anxious 
for a stake in the action. Some re-
ligious groups and other pot haters 
want a stake in the “inaction.”

Meanwhile, the punter who 
wants a bag of weed still has to go 
downtown and hope to score in the 
park, before more cameras get in-
stalled. The backyard grower has 
a pretty random limit placed upon 
production, and has hoops to squig-
gle through which may or may not 
be real, or enforceable.

Dispensaries, which people are 
freaking out about, face financial 
hurdles which will ensure only the 
well-capitalized survive. Amherst’s 
limit of eight outlets for weed was 
criticized by its own selectwoman 
Connie Kruger, who cited publicly 
that number’s random and unscien-
tific basis.

In an agricultural enclave which 
has the potential to be a world leader 
in weed production, we are hearing 
little. Where are the weed economic 
development czars?

Cannabis has returned to stay. I’ll 
spare you the history of weed’s pro-
hibition. Like all such experiments, 
it was a colossal failure, spurred on 
by anti-weed forces within the al-
cohol, oil, and tobacco industries. 
(Read Jack Herer’s book.)

Now it is back with a vengeance, 
and it ain’t your shady uncle’s grass.

It now exists in so many forms, 
and has so many uses, that it seems 
like it was put on this earth by God 
to make life better for us. How else 
to explain its utter usefulness across 
the board, from rope, to medicine, 
to nourishment, to fuel?

Law Enforcement, meanwhile, is 
in a flux. There is no way to test for 
impairment, and no agreement on 
what “impairment” is, or how long 
it lasts. Cops love pot, and they’d 
rather deal with a stoner than an al-
coholic anytime.

The low- and no-bail for the 
five growers recently raided for 50 
pounds of weed on Amherst’s Bay 
Road indicates the “seriousness” of 
the “crime.”

Meanwhile the thousands of peo-
ple whose lives were thwarted or ru-
ined in the drug war deserve truth 
and reconciliation.

Looming still are the Feds, not 
yet ready to acquiesce to modern pot 

OKCannabis
Part 1: 

The Scrum 

reality. UMass prof Lyle Croker was 
shot down for twenty years, petition-
ing the US government for a permit 
to grow cannabis for experimental 
purposes, since the only authorized 
college – UMiss – grew shitty weed.

The genie is out of the bottle, and 
the weed war has come to a draw. 
How can we shape the future of 
weed so that it’s not controlled by 
corporate interests, or haters? How 
can the weed culture be shaped to 
allow for the most benefit for the 
most people at the least cost?

These are some of the issues I 
plan to cover in future essays. Wel-
come aboard OKCannabis.

Rob Skelton lives in Montague.

My name is Luis Carromero, 
and I moved to Turners Falls from 
Miami, Florida.

I was harassed by a Montague 
police officer, and was arrested 
for no reason – the officer made 
a mistake. I then called Chief 
Dodge about the situation that 
had happened, and explained 
it to him, and he helped fix the 
problem.

I know a lot of people like to 
slander police officers, but news 
flash, people: We need police of-
ficers to serve and protect.

The town of Turners Falls 
should get over the mistakes and 
help bring back Chief Dodge. 
He really is trying, people. Let’s 
get together and write a letter to 
Steve Ellis so he can stop, and 
bring Chief Dodge back.

Luis Carromero 
Turners Falls

Letter to 

the Editors
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The Competition 
Just Got Easier

Best wishes to Miranda Davis, 
the Greenfield Recorder reporter, 
who mentioned to the crowd linger-
ing after Tuesday’s Gill-Montague 
school committee meeting that she 
has accepted a tempting job offer 
back in her homeland of Kansas.

Over the last year, Davis did a 
great job on this side of the river, 
especially for a new arrival who 
was thrown in on the deep end, and 
it’s a shame she’s leaving so soon. 

We witnessed quite a bit of un-
fair shoot-the-messenger mentality, 
particularly around her school com-
mittee coverage, and she always 
seemed to endure it with good hu-
mor and professionalism.

Time will tell, but Davis’ last-
ing legacy here may be her 3,831-

word answer to the riddle of Mon-
tague police chief Chip Dodge’s 
mysterious 2016 suspension. 

The public had a right to know, 
and in such a situation, it is the 
job of journalists to be forthright, 
persistent, and attentive to details, 
however sad, uncomfortable or po-
litically charged they might be.

Plus, it saved us having to do it.
So safe travels, Miranda, and 

best of luck! It’s incredibly diffi-
cult to build a career as a working 
journalist in this day and age, and 
you are wise to pursue opportuni-
ties as they open up. 

We hope your time here in 
Franklin County was an enjoyable 
practice run for the battles we are 
all sure to face in the years ahead.

Give Dodge 
A Break

Our Regular Appeal
Earlier this month, 115 writers 

for the New York-based online 
news networks DNAiufo and Go-
thamist were laid off after their 
company’s owner, a billionaire, 
decided he’d rather shut the sites 
down than deal with union writers. 
Less than a week before, they had 
voted to join the Writers Guild of 
America East. 

Whenever we see this kind of 
news – or news of a more traditio-
anl print publication folding – we 
think about our own odd predica-
ment. The Montague Reporter is 
kept alive at the very edge of the 
economy, at the very edge of ab-
surdity.

We pay some stipends, but in 
the grand scheme of things, we’re 
basically a volunteer-run project.

In this business, revenue tends 
to feel like quicksand. If you’ve 
been reading this paper for very 
long, you’ll know we’re not too 
shy to point out three basic facts: 
we are only kept going by our loy-
al and patient subscribers; we are 
only kept going by our sympathet-
ic and supportive advertisers; and 
on top of all that, we are only kept 
going by generous and thoughtful 
donors. (We’re owned by a non-
profit, governed by a community 
board of directors.)

It’s that time of year again, and 
our usual December fundraising 
event will actually take place in 
February, so before we take our 
week’s vacation for Thanksgiving, 
we might as well make this pitch:

If you don’t subscribe, please 
consider doing so. Our rates are dirt 
cheap, and if you live in our cover-

age towns, we’ll bring every paper 
right to you, hot off the presses. 

If your business, theater group, 
church, or civic organization has 
any sort of budget and wants to see 
an independent paper continue in 
our towns, please consider setting 
aside a little bit of your annual bud-
get to take out display ads in our 
pages. We have a highly targeted 
reach, and our friendly staff will 
help you work out the best way to 
leverage your expenditure.

If you’re looking around and 
listing worthy local causes for your 
charitable giving this holiday sea-
son, think of us. We’re not at the top 
of the list in terms of either need or 
glamor, but we stretch every penny 
we get, and we go out of our way 
to support many other local efforts 
year-round with free coverage, so 
it’s a wise investment.

Get in touch if you’re a writer, 
or a photographer, or especially a 
grantwriter. Get in touch, too, if 
you might be able to invest in a 
larger, long-term project that will 
help sustain the newspaper.

This season, we also have stock-
ing-stuffers: gift subscriptions, as 
always; handsome Montague Re-
porter coffee mugs for $10; bun-
dled sets of past full-year volumes, 
price negotiable; and complete 
sets of our four special historical 
editions, a very popular item, also 
for $10. Do you know anyone in-
terested in history, or coffee?

We don’t think there’s any lo-
cal paper quite like us out there. 
We work very hard, and we ask 
that you support our continued 
work. Thank you!
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day, November 25, from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. for a puzzle swap.

Join the Greenfield Business As-
sociation and the Greenfield down-
town merchants for something 
called a Jingle Fest on Friday, De-
cember 1, from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Visit Santa in Wilson’s from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. and get a gift, see the town 
tree light up on Veterans Mall at 5:30 
p.m., get cocoa from the GBA for a 
quarter at Frosted Bake Shop (while 
supplies last), hearing caroling on 
Veterans Mall, see “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” for free at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Garden Cinema, attend a free 
craft workshop for kids, and enter to 
win a shopping spree by voting for 
your favorite holiday window.

Have you started your Christmas 
shopping yet, or have you run out of 
gift ideas? Well, why not an over-
sized Montague Reporter coffee 
mug as a stocking stuffer? We have 
them for $10. 

We also offer gift subscriptions... 

There will be no issue of the 
Montague Reporter during Thanks-
giving Week. Our next issue is 
November 30... So, if you were 
planning on committing any high 
crimes or other dubious acts, find-
ing a cure for the common cold, or 
winning a Nobel Prize, then please 
hold off until the following week so 
the newspaper’s dedicated staff can 
cover that news in a timely fashion. 

Plus, we will just be too darn 
busy eating turkey and watching 
football. Have a safe holiday. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org.

Place your business card here (12 Week minimum). Call 863-8666
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Compiled by DON CLEGG

The October 19 issue of the Mon-
tague Reporter mentioned that we 
mail the newspaper to subscribers in 
18 states outside of Massachusetts. 
A curious subscriber from Maine 
wondered what those states are. 

So here you have them: Arizona, 
California, Connecticut, Florida, 
Idaho, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, 
Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, New York, Rhode 
Island, Texas, Vermont, Washing-
ton, and Wisconsin. 

Thank you for asking! 

The Friends of Gill will hold its 
Apple Pie Sale this Saturday, No-
vember 18 at the Gill Church from 
8:30 a.m. to noon. Frozen, unbaked 
pies sell for $12. You can come in 
to get a pie, or call to reserve one 
at 863-2105. You may also stop in 
at the Gill Town Hall during office 
hours to purchase your pie.

The Gill/Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street in Turners Falls, 
is holding a Christmas Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 18. Stop by 
anytime between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
for raffles, food, crafts, and gifts! 

Profits from this event provide 
funding for maintenance of equip-
ment, social events, kitchen sup-

plies, repairs, and other senior cen-
ter expenses. Enjoy a day of Christ-
mas-filled fun, and support the Se-
nior Center.

Explore all 4-H has to offer on 
Saturday, November 18 from 10 a.m. 
to noon at the Greenfield Savings 
Bank branch in Turners Falls. Fami-
lies are invited to drop by and check 
out 4-H’s many specialty programs.

Whether you are interested as a 
youngster or an adult, there is some-
thing for anyone and everyone. Tom 
Waskiewicz will be there with 4-H 
staffers to answer questions on local 
4-H groups, and how folks might be 
able to join or how new groups and 
leaders can get started. 

Attendees can also find out about 
the latest partnership with none 
other than Google. Outer space and 
programs in aeronautics are within 
the scope of 4-H, as well as the 
more traditional programs such as 
farming, sewing and equine clubs. 
The list of opportunities is endless, 
needing only imagination, leaders 
and participants. 

The Nolumbeka Project presents 
the 5th annual Beaver Moon Gath-
ering on Saturday, November 18 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, 2 Avenue 
A, Turners Falls. 

Explore concepts of personhood 
and identity with speaker Melody 
Walker Brook. Indigenous people 
occupy a unique cultural space, and 
view the world through a different 
lens. Put on your Abenaki glasses 
and see a world full of people, hu-
man and non-human. 

There will be refreshments, a raf-
fle, and donations are welcome.

A free community meal will be 
shared at the Elks Lodge in Turn-
ers Falls from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 23.

Everyone is invited to enjoy a tra-
ditional Thanksgiving Day dinner 
on Thursday, November 23, from 
noon to 5 p.m. at the People’s Pint, 
24 Federal Street in Greenfield. 

Pay what you can – all proceeds 
will be donated to the Western 
Mass Food Bank. 

The United Arc and Stone Soup 
Café are also partnering to host an 
inclusive community Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner from 1 to 4 p.m. at 399 
Hope Street in Greenfield. 

Stone Soup is a family friendly, 
pay-what-you-can café, welcoming 
individuals and families from all 
walks of life and abilities to enjoy 
a holiday meal together. There will 
even be crafts for the kids. 

The suggested donation for guests 
is $10 a person, and volunteers are 
needed. To volunteer, please contact 
Patti at (413) 768-7346 or at info@
stonesoupgreenfield.org.

Do you like puzzles? Do you 
want to swap them? If so, stop by 
the Turners Falls branch of the 
Greenfield Savings Bank on Satur-

Bringing Peace to Tired Muscles
From gardening or exercising more, 

Stiff neck or Plantar Fasciitis?

	  Let me help

Gretchen Wetherby LMT

www.gretchenwetherby.massagetherapy.com
14 Bridge St. Millers Falls & 5 State St. Suite 6 Shelburne Falls

gretchenwlmt@gmail.com			    413-824-7063

Great Falls Middle 
School Students 

of  the Week
week ending 11/3/2017:

Grade 6
Devin Emond

Grade 7
Levin Prondecki

Grade 8
Emma Laster

By ROB SKELTON

The Leverett selectboard met 
with officials from Colonial Energy 
and the town’s energy committee to 
peruse the “retail power supply pric-
ing matrix” at Tuesday’s bi-weekly 
conclave. Leverett now has the 
state-granted authority to enter the 
electrical market as an “aggregator,” 
but Mark Cappadona and Denise Al-
lard from Colonial, citing the prices 
released Monday, said that “at this 
time, the market is not in our favor.”

The Leverett energy committee’s 
choice for aggregation was to buy 
energy that is 10% cheaper than 
Eversource, to encourage maximum 
buy-in. The menu of energy options 
range from “brown” (dirty) energy 
from coal plants to 100% “green” 
energy from Texas wind and Maine 
hydro-power.

Resident Richard Nathhorst urged 
the town to get moving.

“It doesn’t matter a damn wheth-
er it’s from Texas or Cabot Station,” 
Nathhorst said of the electrical grid, 
disavowing the energy committee’s 
preference for “local” green energy 

and calling it “regional bullshit. 
Let’s just get on some green power, 
and get going.”

The selectboard tried to get a bead 
on when to jump into the energy mar-
ket, with selectman Tom Hankinson 
asking, What’s the criteria?

“We’ve got to be able to move on 
it fast,” Hankinson said, citing a 24-
hour window in which energy choic-
es are made following rate release. 
He claimed for the selectboard its 
predominance over the energy com-
mittee, for decision-making author-
ity around electrical aggregation.

Energy committee members 
groused about the time it has been 
taking to buy green energy, citing 
Leverett’s projection on the town 
website to have pricing by January. 

The Village Co-op in Moore’s 
Corner has been buying energy for at 
least five years in aggregate from the 
Mass Retailers Association, at what 
manager Paul Rosenberg said was a 
favorable rate. That has now shifted, 
with an emphasis on “stable” over 
“favorable,” prompting the store to 
plan to switch to the Leverett aggre-
gation, when it becomes available.

School Funding
Tom Powers, who sits on the 

regional working group tasked 
with assessing Amherst, Leverett, 
Pelham and Shutesbury money to 
fund the Amherst middle and high 
schools, reported no new develop-
ments big enough to change Lev-
erett’s preferred choice of “S-4,” 
which is the current default agree-
ment and which doesn’t require 
unanimity from all four towns.

The consultant hired to help the 
towns craft an agreement is being 
paid $9,000 and is only nominally 
familiar with the process, accord-
ing to the selectboard. To be fair, 
the formulas are a mélange of fac-
tors, including aggregated wealth, 
ability to pay, per-pupil average 
cost, and declining enrollments at 
two of the four towns. 

Amherst’s numbers are inflated 
by its large student population, which 
skews the formula into meaning-
lessness. Nathhorst cited Amherst’s 
$300,000 settlement, “to alleviate 
their superintendent,” as grounds 
to disregard cries of poverty and 
unfairness from the college town. 

 Other Business
Tom Masterton of Village Neigh-

bors, a group formed to help elders 
“age in place,” sought permission 
to use the town hall without fee for 
meetings. Granted.

The highway department is 
down two workers, and the posi-
tions will be advertised this week. 
Road boss David Finn interviewed 
two candidates, one of whom he’s 
likely to speak with again. Shutes-
bury also is seeking laborers, and 
officials wondered if the pay scale 
was high enough to attract quali-
fied candidates.

The decrepit Blinn house at 1 
Dudleyville Road is believed to 
contain massive archives of Lev-
erett history, collected by the late 
Cliff Blinn over his lifetime as a 
longtime town official, according 
to Gordon Fretwell of North Lev-
erett Road, overheard in a sidebar 
with the board. 

The future of the house is up in 
the air, but it hasn’t collapsed into 
the river just yet. Fretwell was hop-
ing to get at the purported historical 
documents before it’s too late.

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Impatience Grows Over Electricity Aggregation
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The board 
acknowledged an 

increase in the 
Montague sewer 

rate of 3.4%.
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No coal, no gas – no nukes! Nuclear opponents were present at all the conference’s 
actions, including here at the November 11 demonstration in Bonn.
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Bottles & Cans 
Week of November 20  

in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

now located at
20 State Street,  
Bucklandside

Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com    
closed Mondays

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor

Commercial • Residential • Industrial

“Serving Western Mass for Over 100 Years”
www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346

Since 1910

being too weak and, as is, will keep 
us on a climate collision course, it 
has now been signed onto by all 
countries �� ����������� �� ���������� –�� ���������� �� ����������  except ours. Perhaps a 
bright note is that official US with-
drawal from the agreement will not 
be in force until ��������� ��������� November 4, 2020, 
the day after the 2020 elections. 
(Another reason why climate should 
finally become a major political is-
sue in the US.)

Islands from Puerto Rico to Tu-
valu are especially vulnerable to 
global warming, rising ocean lev-
els and devastating storms. At this 
COP, front-line island nations of 
the world have a major voice, as 
Fiji, one of their own, is this year’s 
conference president. As this�������  archi-
pelago of more than 330 islands in 
the south Pacific, already a victim 
of major storms, ��������������������  lacks the logistics 
to welcome some 25,000 delegates 
and others, the summit is taking 
place in Bonn, home to the UN cli-
mate change convention secretariat.

As the second week of the con-
ference began, the Global Carbon 
Project announced that CO2 emis-
sions for 2017 would increase by 
2%, after two stable years. And this 
increase is itself evidently related 
to climate change, as drought in 
China lowered its hydroelectric re-
sources, leading to greater depen-
dency on coal. 

This is just part of a serious pic-
ture worldwide. Clearly, big chang-
es are needed to restore a measure 

of climate stability on this planet. 
And there are major differences in 
opinion and analysis about what 
needs to be done. 

But for activists – from com-
munities opposed to nuclear energy 
and its radwaste (some for decades), 
to the recently formed “GAStiv-
ists,” who see no difference be-
tween reliance on “conventional” 
and “fracked” gas (“it’s all meth-
ane, and a climate killer”), to the 
indigenous people whose culture 
and livelihoods are threatened by 
climate change and “extractivist” 
policies of endless growth – the slo-
gans were loud and clear: “System 
change, not climate change,” and 
“Climate Justice Now!”

Challenging the Status Quo
This opposition set the tone for 

the climate conference before its 
official opening on November 6. 
From November 3 to 7, hundreds 
of people, mainly young and from 
European countries, gathered for a 
People’s Climate Summit to discuss 
and hear from experts and affected 
people around the world, as they 
described climate disruption in their 
home communities and countries, 
and steps taken to counter it.

There were great workshops and 
panels, translated in two to four lan-
guages; a raft of studies and litera-
ture; and a major demonstration on 
Saturday, November 4, that brought 
25,000 people into the streets of 
Bonn – 3,000 in a bicycle parade. 

COP23 REPORT from pg A1

It was the biggest climate march yet 
in Germany.

There, “END COAL” was spelled 
out in bobbing black balloons on a 
giant banner behind the stage. Inter-
national speakers addressed many 
climate- and justice-related themes, 
but a major focus was the hypocrisy 
of German energy policy. Although 
known around the world as a leader 
in renewable energy, Germany is 
in fact a major emitter of CO2, and 
dedicated to mining the “dirtiest” 
form of coal: brown coal, or lignite. 

Ende Gelaende – Stop Coal!
After months of careful plan-

ning, on the day after the demo, 
4,000 people went to the site of 
Germany’s biggest surface mine 
– a moon-like landscape of devas-
tation, just 50 kilometers north of 
Bonn. In the largest civil disobedi-
ence action against the largest CO2 
emitter in Europe, 3,000 people 
were able to get on the site and shut 
it down for the day. 

The action by the Ende Galaende 
(“Stop and No Further”) movement 
was seen in living rooms across the 
country, and helped make the cru-
cial exit from coal a major topic in 
political talks around the forma-
tion of a new coalition government, 
which are going on parallel to the 
climate negotiations.

Every day at the conference will 
be full, as delegates from the most 

affected countries press for finan-
cial aid to repair damages and in-
vest in renewable energy and effi-
ciency; oppose massive, often pri-
vately funded and for-profit plan-
tation projects; demand a greater 
voice for indigenous people and 
women; and more. 

Alongside the many talks and 
closed negotiating sessions are nu-
merous side events, many put on 
by the same social movements and 
progressive parties that organized 
the People’s Climate Summit.

For more information on some of 
the key topics involved, check out 
this story on the Women & Life on 
Earth website, wloe.org, for links to 
groups offering excellent resources 
on many key issues. 

I look forward to writing and 
talking – and showing – more about 
these when I get back home with my 
videos, photos, and all that docu-
mentation. The energy, knowledge, 
and vital determination to change 
the current system of exploitation, 
privatization and destruction shown 
in Bonn gives hope. 

Anna Gyorgy coordinates the 
Women & Life on Earth website, a 
project of the Traprock Center, from 
Wendell. Email her at info@wloe.
org. This article, all links, 
and more will be available 
at wloe.org.Part of  the international “GAStivists” action in the delegate area 

on November 9. “Don’t let the gas industry greenwash COP23!”

By GEORGE BRACE

Last Monday at Gill’s select-
board meeting, police chief Chris 
Redmond appeared before the 
board to recommend that Jason 
Bassett, an 11-year veteran of the 
Gill department, be promoted from 
special officer sergeant to full-
time, permanent sergeant to fill the 
vacancy left by Redmond’s promo-
tion to chief. 

Redmond highlighted Bassett’s 
qualifications, and the extra level of 
dedication he has shown by work-
ing for the Gill department above 
and beyond, working 40 hours 
elsewhere as well. The hiring was 
unanimously approved by board 
members Randy Crochier and John 
Ward. (Greg Snedeker was unable 
to attend the meeting.) 

Crochier and Ward described 
Bassett as a “very good choice” 
and a “known quantity.” Crochier 
added that Bassett was a good can-
didate to provide a “strong second” 
to Chief Redmond, and be the team 
member a small department needs.

Medicaid Reimbursement
School superintendent Michael 

Sullivan provided an overview and 
update on the Gill-Montague Re-
gional School District’s Medicaid 
reimbursement issue. The state of 
Massachusetts has determined that, 
over the course of a number of years, 
the district has claimed and received 
reimbursement for ineligible para-
professional services, and is asking 
for over $900,000 of it to be repaid.

Sullivan began by noting that 
he had been given public talking 
points by the school district’s attor-
ney, and was under a “tight leash” 
due to sensitive ongoing legal mat-
ters, but would provide as much 
information as he could. 

He said the GMRSD is in dis-
cussions with MassHealth about 
the reimbursement process, and is 
also “strongly pursuing” relief from 
the New England Medical Billing, 
the company that had managed the 
district’s Medicaid billing during 
the period in question. He went on 
to outline the history and elements 
of the problem to the board. 

Finance committee member 
Tupper Brown asked some specific 
questions, which Sullivan said he 
was currently not able to answer due 
to the legal issues involved. He as-
sured Brown that he agrees the ques-
tions ultimately need to be answered 
publicly, and that they will be.

Cultural Council
Ronnie LaChance of the Gill 

Cultural Council appeared before 
the board to submit paperwork re-
lated to several council activities. 

The board approved and signed 
an annual renewal of the commis-
sion’s bank loan, appointed La-
Chance to a new three-year term on 
the council, and authorized fund-

ing applications to the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council. The board 
also approved designating council 
members as “special municipal 
employees,” in order to conform 
with financial disclosure and other 
regulations concerning council ac-
tivities. Both board members and 
town administrator Ray Purington 
noted this is a common practice. 

They then went on to approve two 
financial disclosure documents from 
council members: one from Isaac 
Bingham, due to a grant application 
by Sorrel Hatch, and the other from 
Judd Greenstein, due to a grant ap-
plication by Michi Wiancko.

Other Business
Tyler Nelson-Yarrows of Ever-

source appeared, to petition the 
board to move a utility pole located 
at 121 Barney Hill Road approxi-
mately 30 feet, in order to facilitate 
“make-ready work” for Comcast’s 
last-mile broadband project, and 
provide better access and reliability. 
The board approved the request.

A request by Steve Damon to 

use the town hall for a sing-a-long 
to celebrate the town’s 225th anni-
versary was approved. It will take 
place January 1, between 1:30 and 
3:30 pm. All are welcome.

The board acknowledged an in-
crease in the Montague sewer rate 
of 3.4%, which applies to waste 
pumped under the river to that town 
from the Riverside neighborhood. 
Ray Purington discussed a timeline 
for looking into any adjustments 
Gill may make in its billing to Riv-
erside residents.

Trash and recycling pickup sched-
uled for the day after Thanksgiv-
ing, Friday, November 24, is being 
moved to Saturday, November 25.

The Friends of Gill will hold an 
apple pie sale from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the Gill church on Saturday, No-
vember 18. The homemade, un-
baked pies will cost $12.

The Franklin County Regional 
Housing Redevelopment Authority is 
hosting first-time homebuyer work-
shops on two Saturdays, December 2 
and 9. Registration is required.

NOTES FROM THE GILL selectboard

There’s A New Sergeant in Town

gyorgy photos
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All Welcome: Unity Park Community Gardens 
“Put the Garden to Bed” Work Party

MONTAGUE PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ZONING BYLAWS:
RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA MORATORIUM

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 7 p.m.
Town Hall – Second Floor

The Montague Planning Board will hold a public hearing to consider an amendment to the 
Montague Zoning Bylaws petitioned by the Board of Selectmen pertaining to a Temporary 

Moratorium of Recreational Marijuana Establishments at 7 p.m. on Tuesday November 28, 
2017 at Town Hall, One Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA: The proposed amendment would add a 
new Section 7.11 to establish a moratorium through 12/31/2018 for the purpose of allowing the 
Town to study and consider the regulation of recreational marijuana establishments, to address 

the potential impact of the State regulations on local zoning, and to undertake a planning 
process to consider amending the Zoning Bylaw regarding regulation of such establishments. 

Full text of the proposed moratorium is available for review  
at montague-ma.gov, and at Town Hall during office hours M-Th.

Ron Sicard, Planning Board Chairman

TOWN OF MONTAGUE
NOTICE OF INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (CDS)
The Town of Montague will hold an informational meeting on 

November 28, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at the Planning Board meeting in the 
Montague Town Hall, Meeting Room, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA.

The purpose of this meeting is to solicit public comment to the town’s draft CDS. 
The CDS will identify community development goals and objectives over a 3- to  

5-year period; how they intend to address these goals and objectives utilizing CDBG 
and non-CDBG funds; and provide a priority list of activities/projects that it  

intends to carry out to achieve these goals and objectives. Draft CDS is available  
at www.montague-ma.gov or at the Planning Department at Town Hall.

The Town wishes to encourage local citizens to attend the meeting, where any 
person or organization wishing to be heard will be afforded the opportunity.

Montague Planning and Conservation Department

TOWN OF MONTAGUE
NOTICE OF INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

RUTTER’S PARK DESIGN
The Town of Montague will hold an informational meeting on November 30, 2017 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Montague Safety Complex Meeting Room, Turnpike Road, Turners Falls, MA.

The purpose of this meeting is to present and solicit public comment to 
the Rutter’s Park Design Project which is a component of the Town of 

Montague’s FY 2017 Massachusetts Community Development Block Grant 
award from the Department of Housing and Community Development.

A landscape architect from GZA GeoEnviromental will make a 
presentation of the Rutter’s Park Design Concept Plans and take comments. 

The Town wishes to encourage local citizens to attend the meeting where any 
person or organization wishing to be heard will be afforded the opportunity.

Board of Selectmen, Town of Montague

TOWN OF MONTAGUE
NOTICE OF INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

AVENUE A PHASE III STREETSCAPE 
AND LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS

The Town of Montague will hold an informational meeting on November 30, 2017 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Montague Town Hall, Lower Meeting Room, Turners Falls, MA.

The purpose of this meeting is to present and solicit public comment to the Avenue 
A Phase III Streetscape and Lighting Improvements Project which is a component 

of the Town of Montague’s FY 2016 Massachusetts Community Development Block 
Grant award from the Department of Housing and Community Development.

A landscape architect from Berkshire Design Group will make a presentation of the 
Avenue A Streetscape and Lighting Improvement Plans and take comments. 
The streetscape project design is between 1st and 3rd streets on both sides of 

Ave A, and the lighting improvements are from 7th Street to the War Memorial.
The Town wishes to encourage local citizens to attend the meeting where any 
person or organization wishing to be heard will be afforded the opportunity.

Board of Selectmen, Town of Montague

Program Supervisor
Seeking compassionate, hard-working professional for full-time Healthy Families 

Supervisor position. Healthy Families is an intensive parenting support program that 
provides in-home coaching/support to pregnant and parenting teens and their babies. 
The primary role of the Supervisor is to provide individualized weekly supervision to 

home-visiting staff utilizing a reflective practice and providing clinical and administrative 
support. The Supervisor also coordinates referral/intake systems and plans/implements 

group services in cooperation with the home-visiting team.  This position receives 
intensive orientation and training in the HF model and ongoing supervision.

Bachelor’s degree in Human Services or field related to working with children and families.  
Minimum of 3 years of relevant experience required including at least 2 years of experience 
providing clinical support and 1 year of supervision and leadership experience.  Knowledge 

of infant/ toddler development and parent-child mental health required.  Must have 
understanding of prevention service delivery based on promoting protective factors of 

families.  Position is based in Orange, MA.  Program covers all of Franklin Co. and 
the North Quabbin region. Excellent training and generous employee benefits. 

Send Letter of Interest and Resume to caad310@communityaction.us. No phone calls please. 
Screenings begin immediately and continue until position is filled.

Visit www.communityaction.us to view full job description.  AA/EOE/ADA

The overarching purpose of the 
event, though, is to financially sup-
port a New Salem family, the Van 
Iderstine-Derderian clan, as they 
struggle to meet the skyrocketing 
health care bills incurred in the care 
of their 14-year-old son, David Burl 
Derderian. 

Race originator Carla Halpern 
relates the background. “I���������  ’��������  m a fam-
ily friend and neighbor,” she said, 
“and my part came about when 
David Van Iderstine and his wife, 
Jean Derderian, expressed concern 
this past August about mounting 
medical expenses, now surpassing 
$60,000 and counting. 

“Since Jean, nurse Nan Mead 
at Swift River Elementary School, 
my friend Christine Morin, and I 
run and race together, it was natu-
ral that we work on planning and 
implementing a racing event that 
would attract as many runners as 
possible.” 

Sunday the 19th was selected 
because it was the date that least 
conflicted with already announced 
races in the New Salem area. “We 
brainstormed and came up with the 
name ‘The Village Ultra,’” she said.� 
“Sometimes it really does take a vil-
lage to help raise a child. This race 
reminds us that we can help real 
people on a local level, bettering 
our community and encouraging 
each other to do our best.” 

The big day’s ten-hour race gets 
underway at 7 a.m., and a six-hour 
race begins at 11 a.m. The word “���ul-
tra����������������������������������     ” is an abbreviation of “���������ultra-ma-
rathon,��������������������������    ” meaning any race longer 
than the standard measure of 26.2 
miles, which dates back to ancient 
Grecian times. 

Sunday�������������������������    ’������������������������    s first New Salem ultra 
offers a unique chance for partici-
pants to run or walk for the whole 
ten-hour period or a shorter six-
hour stint. In fact, entrants can even 
“����������������������������������       drop in���������������������������      ” for as much or as little 
time as they��������� ’�������� d like. 

“For the past four years,” said 
Carla, “I����������������   �������������� ’���������������   �������������� ve directed a 10k trail-race 

in New Salem, known as the ‘Rab-
bit Run’.� ���������������������������     ���������������������������    Often, Jean and her oldest 
son, Clay, have volunteered at that 
event. In Sunday�����������������  ’����������������  s race, partici-
pants may choose to run or walk on 
the original Rabbit Run course – a 
mostly hilly trail – or simply make 
a shorter jaunt around the New Sa-
lem town common for a quarter of 
a mile on mostly flat pavement. Ev-
ery contribution counts toward the 
day��������������������  ’�������������������  s important goals.�”

Halpern, who is a lawyer in 
Franklin County and Worcester, 
says that the organizers hope to en-
courage a wide variety of people to 
join them: “ultra-runners, marathon-
ers, hikers, and families with small 
children who just want a pretty au-
tumn stroll.” 

“We aren������������������������    ’�����������������������    t giving out awards or 
prizes or even t-shirts for the fast-
est finishers. But every participant 
who completes a minimum of a 
quarter mile loop of the common 
will receive a finisher�������������� ’������������� s medallion, 
customized with their own mile-
age completed that day. We��������� ’�������� ll even 
cheer them on.”

A Persistent Illness
Every effort has been made to 

keep costs low, so that the fundrais-
ing aspect of the day remains para-
mount. The focus of the event������ ’����� s be-
nevolent intention is Burl Derderian. 

Despite his illness, he remains a 
friendly, fun-loving early teenager. 
He writes rap songs, loves the out-
doors, and is devoted to his black 
Labrador. 

Burl experienced a typical first 
three years of life. But then tragedy 
struck. He was bitten by an insect 
that carried Lyme disease, an acute 
inflammatory ailment. Unknown to 
anyone at the time, the Lyme spi-
rochete was blending with two un-
detected co-infections: Ba���������� besia and 
Bartonella. 

At age 10, the Derderian boy was 
diagnosed with PANS. During five 
years of treatment, his co-infections 
were cured, but the Lyme disease 
persisted. His mother and father trav-

eled recently with their son to Ger-
many for hyperthermia treatment. 

Today, with his Lyme disease a 
thing of the past, Burl���������������  ’��������������  s thyroid “is 
back to normal,” say his parents.   
“It appears,” ���������������������  said Jean Derderian, 
“that immunomodulatory therapies 
and psychotherapy will be ����������effective 
in restoring our son’����������� s health.” 

The Van Iderstine-Derderian fam-
ily needs help in paying for Burl���’��s 
past�������������������������������      and present medical care. The 
gritty 14-year-old�������������������   ’������������������   s care requires a 
lot of daily assistance and accom-
modation. “For over 12 years now,” 
said Jean, “����������������������   our�������������������    family has braved 
the unknown and grown so much, 
enabling us to learn about true com-
passion, patience, and overcoming 
obstacles. Our family has forged an 
ongoing commitment to the well-
being of each other.” 

David and Jean married in 1988 
and have five children, ranging in 
age from 10 to 23. Van Iderstine 
works as an engineer at Bose Cor-
poration, farms, and is an active 
volunteer for radio station WMUA 
at UMass-Amherst, along with the 
1794 Meetinghouse. 

His wife is a lawyer. “One of the 
hardest aspects of caring for a child 
with PANS,” said Jean, “is that it 
can be a very isolating experience. 
Seeing the Village Ultra come into 
being has helped our entire family 
feel supported by our community.”

“Carla Halpern has done so 
much for our family, and the pub-
lic,” she continued. “When Carla 
told me her idea for a race, she 
pointed out that she was doing this 
because Burl matters. Her dedica-
tion is universal – everyone mat-
ters to Carla Halpern. 

“Both of us are already looking 
forward to helping other individuals 
and families at the second Village 
Ultra in 2018.” 

If you�����������������������������    ’����������������������������    re interested in running or 
walking in this year����������������  ’���������������  s event, regis-
tration is available at runreg.com or 
throughout the race day in New Sa-
lem, beginning at 6 a.m.

VILLAGE ULTRA from pg A1

TURNERS FALLS – Volunteers and community 
members are invited to the “Put the Garden to Bed Par-
ty” this Saturday, November 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Unity Park Community Gardens. 

There are 30 raised beds and eight wheelchair-ac-
cessible beds, surrounded by pathways and a small 
lawn. Organizers and volunteers will be pulling weeds, 
mulching beds and pathways, and performing general 
garden maintenance. Our goal is to put the garden to 
sleep for the winter and create the best possible start 
next spring for the community gardeners. 

Only about half of the beds are in use, so if you are 
interested in having a small garden plot next year, please 
stop by or send an email. The Gardens are located in the 
Unity Park complex next to the skate park. 

Volunteers are reminded to wear appropriate lay-
ers for the weather, and if you have them, bring work 
gloves, shovels and rakes. All are welcome, regardless 
of tool ownership. Hot tea, apple cider, and light snack 
will be provided. 

Please contact greatfallsapplecorps@gmail.com 
with any questions.

SOUTH DEERFIELD – The 
Franklin County Rotary Club, to-
gether with the Greenfield Kiwanis 
Club, are making preparations for 
their annual Festival of Trees, set 
to kick off on Thursday, November 
30 at the Yankee Candle Village 
Annex at 25 Greenfield Road in 
South Deerfield.

The Festival of Trees will run 
from Thursday, November 30 
through Saturday, December 16 on 
Thursdays and Fridays from 5 to 
8 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Visitors are welcomed to 
walk through the shimmering forest 
of trees sponsored by local business-

es, civic and social organizations, 
schools, individuals and families. 

Trees will be raffled off at the 
conclusion of the event. All pro-
ceeds will benefit Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters of Franklin County, and 
the Franklin County Sheriff’s Re-
gional Dog Shelter and Adoption 
Center. 

“We are really excited to partner 
with these two wonderful organiza-
tions this year,” said Rotarian and 
event coordinator April Healey. “The 
Festival was really well-received last 
year in our community. Our hope 
this year is to triple the number of 
visitors by offering entertainment on 

Thursday and Friday evenings, and 
Saturday afternoons.”

Everyone is welcome, and for 
those looking to participate by 
sponsoring a tree, there is still 
space available; contact ahealey@
bankgcb.com.

“Sixty-five trees were raffled at 
last year’s event,” Healey said. “It’s 
wonderful to partner with other or-
ganizations this time of year for an 
amazing, ‘pay it forward’ commu-
nity event.”

Visit the Franklin County Rotary 
FB page for more information about 
how you can participate, or to plan 
a visit.

Rotarians Host Shimmering Raffle
Trees At Candle Village Annex
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following the elimination of the 
longstanding “Indians” name, said 
she had been told that group would 
be meeting twice a month. They 
planned to meet November 16, 
“reviewing the submissions they 
already have, and talking about 
how to increase their social media 
presence.”

Shawn Hubert was absent on 
Tuesday, but the eight other mem-
bers of the committee made a great 
number of unanimous votes. 

They approved, one by one, an 
extensive packet of updates and 
adjustments to official district poli-
cies, after the bulk of work had been 
done by the policy subcommittee. 

They approved a senior class 
field trip to Hershey, Pennsylva-
nia in the spring, involving crystal 
caves and ziplines. 

They approved a new contract 
with Unit C employees, and set the 
rate for long-term substitute teach-
ers lacking teaching certification 
at $150 per day. (Certified teachers 
who sub for over two weeks will be 
paid as if they are at the lowest rung 
of the teacher’s union.)

They also approved all of the 
“school improvement plans” pre-
sented by principals at earlier meet-
ings, and directed superintendent 
Sullivan to write to the principals 
thanking them for their work.

State of the State
And they approved a letter to the 

state Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education (DESE), urg-
ing it not to allow the Pioneer Valley 
Chinese Immersion Charter School 
to double its enrollment cap. 

Last year, Gill and Montague 
families sent 78 students to charter 
schools, including 23 to PVCICS. 
The district paid $1,115,173 for 
charter tuition and was only reim-
bursed $209,109 of that. 

The superintendent and commit-
tee expressed their hopes that this 
two-page letter would receive cov-
erage in two local newspapers.

 “We are quite concerned about 
the negative impact such an expan-
sion would have on area school 
districts,” the letter read. “Over the 
last five years we have lost literacy 
and math coaches, a director of cur-
riculum and instruction, a principal, 
teachers of special education, math, 
ELA, and social studies, as well as 
counselors, administrative assis-
tants, custodians, technology sup-
port staff, and para-professionals... 

“[I]t becomes increasingly chal-
lenging to prevent these service 
reductions from not resulting in a 
cycle of increased flight followed 
by yet more reductions in service.”

On the other hand, Sullivan told 
the committee that the district’s of-
ficial enrollment has risen for the 
second year in a row: from 947, to 
951, to 978 this year. “We haven’t 
had a two-year-in-a-row increase 
since... before 2005. Maybe even 
earlier than that,” he said. 

Jane Oakes and Katsoulis re-
ported back from the Massachusetts 

Association of School Committees 
conference earlier in the month. 

Oakes said she had been at a 
workshop on “the state of the econ-
omy, and how to improve it” (“it’s 
nothing we’re going to do anything 
about,” she noted), and one on 
“small rural districts.” 

“There is a huge push in DESE to 
encourage” regionalization, Oakes 
said. She predicted the department 
would shift to be more pro-charter 
school, and added that acting DESE 
commissioner Jeffrey Wulfson gave 
a speech that included a statement 
indicating that “there’s way too 
many small districts” in the western 
part of the state. 

“He was clear he was just the 
interim,” Oakes noted of Wulfson. 
“Which is okay.”

Katsoulis reported back about a 
workshop on technology. “We’re 
preparing our kids for outdated 
work,” she summarized of its speak-
er’s argument. “We’re now entering 
the ‘fourth industrial age’ – the third 
was the ‘information age,’ but now 
we’re into really pulling meaning 
out of blocks of data.”

She also said she had been to a 
workshop on mental health, partic-
ularly how anxiety affects student 
learning, and another on charter 
schools, which became “heated.” 

Partial Compliance
Once every six years, DESE gives 

a “coordinated program review” of 
each district, and on Tuesday night, 
Gill Elementary principal Conor 

Driscoll and Nancy Parlakulas, the 
district’s director of pupil services, 
gave a presentation on the state’s 
recently published findings on Gill-
Montague’s compliance with state 
legal standards.

The report was broken down into 
three sections: special education, 
civil rights, and English learner 
education.

Parlakulas presented on the spe-
cial education report. Of 59 criteria, 
the district had implemented 55 and 
“partially implemented” four. She 
outlined corrective plans for the 
latter, such as including language 
about gender identity discrimina-
tion in contracts for out-of-district 
special ed placements.

“These are really exceptional re-
sults,” Sullivan said. “It really speaks 
well to the caliber of your work.”

Driscoll ran through the civil 
rights section, in which 10 out of 
the 28 criteria were deemed only 
partially implemented. In many 
cases, Driscoll said that written pol-
icies, including language in student 
handbooks, simply needed to catch 
up with existing procedures. 

Policies need to spell out that staff 
members may be identified as “ag-
gressors” or “perpetrators” in bully-
ing reports, he said, and the district 
needs to better implement policies 
ensuring the legal rights of prospec-
tive dropouts and their families.

The English language learners 
section of the review included the 
one legal criterion the state said was 
“not implemented”: the district does 

not appear to be properly document-
ing its ELL programs so their effec-
tiveness can be measured.

Sullivan pointed out that Re-
becca Wright, who moved away last 
year, had been the district’s full-time 
English Language Learner Coordi-
nator, and that her work had since 
fallen on Parlakulas. “There’s been 
a bit of an understandable transition 
time for Nancy to get new systems 
going,” he said.

As an additional wrinkle, it ap-
peared that only three of the 18 sur-
veys the state had sent to parents of 
English language learners had been 
returned, and the school committee 
wondered how the district might in 
the future support local parents in 
this task, without being seen as in-
terfering in the survey.

Parlakulas praised the district’s 
“dedicated, creative, smart” ELL 
teachers and outlined a plan for the 
district to get in compliance with 
the state.

Montague member Christina 
Postera asked whether the district’s 
English-learning population was 
growing, and Parlakulas and Sulli-
van both emphasized that it was. 

“I’m surprised it hasn’t hap-
pened yet, but I anticipate students 
from Puerto Rico coming, because 
there’s so many displaced people,” 
Parlakulas said. 

“We’ve only had one student en-
roll from Puerto Rico, but I think at 
some point during the school year 
we may see more.”

GMRSD from page A1

both transparent and to effectively 
and proactively communicate...” 

Muller stated that any “depu-
tized” staff member could go to 
the website and post content, “so if 
you want to deputize eighty people, 
that’s your headache.”

The new website also places 
greater emphasis on content related 
to specific villages, as well as links 
to upcoming events. “The idea is to 
drive tourism, and to allow people 
to scratch any itch they may have,” 
explained Ellis.

Wastewater
Bob McDonald, superintendent 

of the Water Pollution Control Facil-
ity, came before the board to discuss 
the latest developments in the “Mon-
tague Process” for reducing solids 
generated by the sewer system. Pro-
cessing sludge from other towns – 
and the income this generated – has 
been put on hold while the WPCF 
refines and documents its operation 
under orders from the state.

McDonald said there had been 
a 50% reduction in the amount of 
sludge generated in September but 
the system continued to have prob-
lems with the “effluent quality” – 
pollutants discharged into the Con-
necticut River. The department is 
shipping out three loads of sludge 
a week by truck, and “composting 
more aggressively.”

“We’re getting a lot of help.” he 
said. “From engineering groups, 
the University, different groups that 
want to make sure this works.”

McDonald told the board he had 
been in conversations with officials 
in Greenfield and Deerfield about 
the possibility of constructing a 
cooperatively owned “anaerobic 
digester” to process solids. He es-
timated this would cost five to nine 
million dollars, split four ways, 
“with a payback period of seven to 
nine years.” 

“[But] I’m not giving up on the 

Montague Process,” he told the 
board.

McDonald said the town might 
want to consider constructing a sew-
er line from Millers Falls to the town 
sewer plant when the current con-
tract with the town of Erving, which 
processes that village’s sewage, ends 
in six years. He also reported that 
the feasibility study for a solar array 
at the WPCF is almost complete, at 
which point the town should apply 
for a construction grant. 

School Hole
Michael Sullivan, superinten-

dent of the Gill-Montague Re-
gional School District, came be-
fore the board to report on the re-
gional school budget shortfall of 
$900,000, after the discovery of 
seven years of overpayment from 
the state in the form of Medicaid 
reimbursements. 

“I have a series of talking 
points,” he said, “[because] it’s 
a pretty sensitive time right now. 
We’re in the middle of negotiating 
a repayment plan, and we’re also 
legally pursuing having the medi-
cal billing company pick up this 
cost fully, as opposed to the district 
needing to do it...” 

Sullivan reviewed the history of 
the issue. The federal government 
allows states to use Medicaid fund-
ing to reimburse school districts for 
certain medical services to qualified 
recipients during the school day. 
The rules changed “rather signifi-
cantly” in 2009, around the same 
time the district started contracting 
with a company called New Eng-
land Medical Billing (NEMB) to 
manage its Medicaid claims with 
MassHealth. He said the district 
“followed their lead.”

Reimbursements included pay-
ments to “virtually all the para-
professionals” who work with 
Medicaid-eligible students, but the 
district found out last April that 
“many of those paraprofessionals” 

were not performing services eli-
gible for reimbursement. “We said 
‘we are not doing anything differ-
ent now than we were several years 
ago,” Sullivan said.

At the advice of the district’s 
lawyer, the GMRSD informed 
MassHealth that it had been re-
ceiving non-qualified reimburse-
ments going back in time. Working 
with the state, the district deter-
mined that it had been overcom-
pensated since 2009, “to the tune 
of $930,000.”

Sullivan said the state has giv-
en an “oral commitment” about a 
payback period, which he cannot 
reveal, “but it’s a pretty long pay-
back period.” At the same time, 
the school district’s lawyer has 
contacted NEMB and said, in Sul-
livan’s words, “we think you are 
responsible for this situation.” 

Sullivan also noted that as of 
July 1, the district has returned to 
the Lower Pioneer Valley Educa-
tional Collaborative for its Medic-
aid billing services. 

In response to a question from 
disabilities advocate Betty Tegel, 
he said that Medicaid services to 
eligible students would not be im-
pacted by the controversy.

Other Business
Steve Ellis reported on the latest 

developments at the town-owned 
Strathmore Mill complex. He said 
the boarding of the buildings for the 
winter months, to prevent access, is 
“ongoing.” The plywood is being 
painted medium-gray with red X’s 
to warn firefighters not to enter. 

The board approved a request 
from Bruce Hunter of the Frank-
lin County Regional Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority to sign a 
professional services contract with 
GZA Environmental for the design 
of Rutters Park. 

Ellis also reported that the com-
mittee overseeing a plan to con-
struct a new Department of Public 

montague from page A1

Works Facility has voted to recom-
mend an $11.1 million project to 
the next town meeting, likely to be 
scheduled for February.

Disabilities advocate Betty Te-
gel recommended the town estab-
lish an ADA Commission to evalu-
ate issues involving people with 
disabilities. She said Greenfield 
has such a commission. 

Tom Sullivan was appointed to 
the tree committee. 

The next scheduled meeting of 
the selectboard will be on Novem-
ber 20.

Open 12 to 5 p.m.
Thursdays through Saturdays
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Photography Exhibit Reveals Multi-Cultural Landscape

MARK HUDYMA PHOTOS

Above: An experimental foray onto Eversource’s rocky access road.
Top right: Dry Hill Road, heading northeast toward the cemetery.

Middle right: Dry Hill Road, looking southwest from Wendell Road.
Bottom right: Our reporter fixes the flag on the grave of  Joel L. Benjamin, 

who records indicate was paid as a soldier in 1779, and died in 1839.

public cemetery, and the source 
of the controversy, is the fact that 
a longtime local farming family 
called the Senns has, for many years, 
blocked the portion of Dry Hill Road 
that runs from Wendell Road up the 
hill between parcels they own. The 
road itself has virtually disappeared, 
so much so that, according to a 2007 
study, it might cost the town over 
$200,000 to restore it.

The agreement with Eversource 
has been hailed by town officials 
as a form of progress: a temporary 
solution that will allow maintenance 
of the cemetery, and access for vet-
erans groups and family members. 
Veterans groups are allowed to mark 
graves on specific holidays, and oth-
er residents may visit the cemetery 
on two days during the summer, if 
accompanied by town officials.

On Monday, this reporter, along 
with photographer Mark Hudyma, 
cemetery commissioner Judith 
Lorei, and department of public 
works superintendent Tom Bergeron 
made the trip to the cemetery via the 
Eversource road. Bergeron drove a 
town truck, and the other three took 
Lorei’s car, a mode of travel she 
called an “experiment.”

All of us involved in the experi-
ment came to the conclusion that 
it was not wise to travel this ac-
cess route in your basic family car. 
Lorei’s Toyota Matrix struggled to 
get up the two-inch traprock which 
covered the Eversource road.

Dry Hill Cross Road, which leads 
east from the power lines to Dry Hill 
Road, was slow going but drivable. 
However, according to Lorei, the 
portion of the Cross Road which 
connects to East Chestnut Hill Road, 
another potential access route, has 
been a challenge even for Bergeron’s 
truck due to exposed “ledge.”

Lorei had to avoid numerous 
mud ruts on the portion of Dry 
Hill Road which leads down to the 
cemetery. On the return trip up Dry 
Hill, a large tree branch became 
stuck between the exhaust and the 
main body of her car. Although the 

branch was eventually removed, it 
may have dislodged other parts at-
tached to the underside of the car, 
which made ominous sounds all the 
way back to Millers Falls.

“I never would have done that 
had Tom Bergeron not been there in 
his truck,” Lorei told this reporter. 
In fact, according to the Eversource 
agreement, vehicles are limited to 
“light or medium duty pick-up trucks 
or SUVs with small trailer access.”

At the cemetery itself, one first 
encounters a line of four graves ap-
proximately fifteen feet from the 
road. Then there is a gap of nearly 
60 yards up a hill to where the rest 
of the graves are bunched. The 
space in between, as well as the rest 
of the graveyard, has recently been 
cleared of brush. 

Several markers have been placed 
in the large gap between the stones 
next to the road and the main group 
of graves. This suggests that a sig-
nificant number of burials may exist 
whose stones have disappeared.

All of the remaining gravestones 
sit at the top of the hill. Three were 
marked with old, tattered American 
flags. Lorei identified at least one as 
probably indicating a veteran of the 

Revolutionary War. Another of the 
veterans’ graves, which indicated 
the wife of a soldier from the Span-
ish-American War (1898), was dat-
ed 1940. It was by far the most re-
cent grave, most of which are dated 
to the nineteenth century. 

From the top of the hill, one 
gets a view across the cow pasture 
where the extension of Dry Hill 
Road runs through the Senn prop-
erty, where excavating equipment is 
stored. Bergeron says the road lies 
next to a line of trees which marks 
the west side of the field. From this 
distance, the cow pasture appears to 
have obliterated any evidence of the 
town road. 

A fence with two warning signs 
blocks access to the section of Dry 
Hill Road that passes the cemetery. 
One says “Posted Private Property” 
and the other “Posted No Trespass-
ing Keep Out.” At the other end, 
where Dry Hill Road meets Wendell 
Road, there is an electrified wire 
that blocks public access. 

Bergeron confirmed that neither 
the upper fence, nor the lower elec-
tric wire, had been placed 
across the road by the 
town of Montague.

dry hill from page A1
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The Dark and the Cold
the gardener’s companion

mary azarian woodblock print

Jonathan Mirin performs Sammy and the Grand Buffet last March at Memorial 
Hall in Shelburne Falls. As he prepares to serve a meal, he goes through his list of  

tasks, but struggles to get them right, as demonstrated through his wonderful physicality.

Turners John Driscoll breaks through the Panthers’ defensive line as Powertown prevails 18-16 at PVRS in Northfield.
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By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY – After an 
extended summer season of bright 
heat, we adapt only slowly to the 
cold and the dark.

Not so the cat, who has slipped 
into hibernation mode with great 
ease. True, after waking her people 
and eating breakfast, she steps out 
eagerly each morning to test the 
air, and then returns with alacrity to 
the rug near the woodstove for the 
first nap of the day. Soon she moves 
upstairs, taking over the bed as the 
sunlight streams in.

Around midday she moves to a 
chair in the sunroom (provided it is 
sunny and hot). She����������������  ’ll�������������   venture out 
again as long as it�������������������   ’������������������   s not raining and 
windy. She may last out in the yard 
for half an hour or so before beg-
ging to come in for a snack and the 
second nap of the day.

So it goes: a nibble, a little stretch 
around, another nap.

We mere mortals hustle around 
to accomplish in and outdoor tasks 
before the darkness falls around 
four thirty. But we, too, seem to 
feel an ancient genetic call to eat 
heartier, carb-rich meals in advance 
of the coming winter.

The garden season came to an 
official halt with an unusually late 
hard freeze on November 9, about 
a month or more later than usual, 
even here beside the river where the 
water often provides a wrapper of 
fog, keeping the ground a bit warm-
er than in the hillier spots.

The potted flowering annuals are 
gone, and so also the magnificent 
morning glory vine which wrapped 
the telephone pole, reaching ever 
skyward like Jack���������� ����’��������� ����s beanstalk. 
Luckily, we have already tucked in 
the cloves of garlic and shallot for 

next year���������� ’��������� s season.
Now the rest of the garden needs 

to be bedded down for a long rest. 
We�����������������������������������     ’ll��������������������������������      be cutting back the asparagus, 
weeding the bed and fertilizing. 
We��� ��������  ������� ���������������   ’�� ��������  ������� ���������������   d like to leave all of the beds 
weed-free; it will take a sharp tool 
to remove the base of the corn stalks 
which are well anchored with long, 
thick root systems.

We will also spread composted 
manure and rich garden compost 
from last year on top of the beds. 
These organic nutrients will wash 
in over the dormant season like 
nourishing, healthful tea, feeding 

see gardener’s page B3

THEATER PREVIEW

Sammy and the Grand Buffet 
Brings Clowning to the Shea
From Combined Sources

TURNERS FALLS – Jonathan 
Mirin and the international touring 
ensemble Piti Theater Company 
will bring a fun and exciting pro-
duction for the whole family, in-
cluding a physical comedy perfor-
mance and workshops, to the Shea 
Theater this weekend.

Sammy and the Grand Buffet, 
which starts at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 18, features an American 
clown, Sammy, in Paris. Sammy 
needs to prepare his boss’s restau-

rant for that evening�����������������  ’����������������  s grand buffet. 
He does his best with the to-do list, 
but it������������������������    ’�����������������������    s not easy being Sammy.

With laughter, magic, music and 
pratfalls, and many happy-accident-
filled moments later, the grand buf-
fet will be served by our hero to an 
unusually adventurous group of lo-
cal children traveling abroad.

Sammy is inspired by Chaplin, 
Keaton, Calvin and Hobbes, and 
the 1947 film The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty. Performed by two-
time Independent Reviewer of 
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The Week in TFHS Sports

Friday, 6/14/13
6:28 p.m. Caller from K 
Street reported a burn-
ing smell. Turners 
Falls Fire Department 
responded and detected 
an odor in the building 
which may have come 
from a neighbor burn-
ing trash. 
Friday, 7/12/13
11:00 a.m. Com-
plaint regard-
ing diesel odor 
coming from trains in 
Millers Falls.
Monday, 7/29/13
8:24 a.m. Complaint 
of  a strong odor, “as if  
something died,” over 
the past three days in 
the area of  Montague 
Street in Lake Pleas-
ant. Officer located 
source of  odor as a 
Dumpster on 9th Av-
enue and confirmed 
that “it is really bad.” 
9:30 am. Second call 
regarding odor in 
Lake Pleasant. Caller���’��s 
mother heard it was 
coming from a dump-
ster. Confirmed.
Monday, 9/2/13
12:50 p.m. Noise and 
diesel odor reported 
coming from train 
idling near Ferry 
Street since 5 a.m.
Tuesday, 9/17/13
10:22 p.m. Odor in-

vestigation on Church 
Street. 
Saturday, 10/12/13
10:50 a.m. Complaint 
of  odor coming from 
wall in house on Turn-
ers Falls Road. 
Friday, 10/25/13

12:58 p.m. Odor of  
gas reported on K 
Street. Determined to 
be sewer gas. 
7:27 p.m. Report of  
an odor near the Shea 
Theater. TFFD re-
sponded; believed it to 
be paint from bridge.
Saturday, 11/9/13
6:16 p.m. Heavy odor 
of  marijuana in hall-
way of  Powertown 
Apartments. 
Wednesday, 11/13/13
8:20 a.m. TFFD con-
ducted an odor inves-
tigation on Avenue A.
Thursday, 1/16/14
2:17 p.m. Complaint 
of  odor in the vicin-
ity of  Cumberland 

Farms. Board of  
Health advised.
Sunday, 2/2/14
6:46 p.m. Burning 
odor at Highland 
School Apartments. 
Referred to TFFD. 
Burned popcorn.
Thursday, 4/17/14
5:01 a.m. Caller, sus-
pecting marijuana use 
in basement due to 

“dead skunk” smell, 
requesting officer re-
spond to residence. 
Tuesday, 7/15/14
12:30 p.m. Strong odor 
of  gas detected in sev-
eral areas of  Turners 
Falls, Montague City, 
Gill, Greenfield, and 
Erving. 
Wednesday, 10/1/14
6:39 a.m. Caller from 
Avenue A reported an 
odor that she initially 
likened to mayonnaise 
coming from her bed-
room; later said she be-
lieved she could smell 
something burning. 
Monday, 11/24/14
10:44 a.m. Officer and 
TFFD deputy chief  
investigating odor that 
has been detected on 
Avenue A and all the 
way to the top of  the 
Seventh Street hill. De-
termined to be Simon���’��s 
Stamps. Ongoing issue.
Thursday, 12/4/14
10:32 a.m. Caller from 
Fifth Street reports 
that neighbors are pil-
ing up their garbage 

Compiled by EMILY ALLING Illustrations by NINA ROSSI

see odors p. B5

By MATT ROBINSON

GILL-MONTAGUE – It’s No-
vember 15, 2017, and alas, the fall 
sports season is over. Except of 
course for Thee Game.    

So as I prepare myself for all the 
holiday stress, I want to reflect on 
the season.

Field Hockey: The ’17 Turn-
ers Falls Stickers fell one goal 
shy of making the playoffs.  They 
had three unsatisfying ties, which 
pushed the Blue Ladies out of con-

tention by a half game. 
But with only a couple of se-

niors leaving the team, the future 
is wide open.

“This was a rebuilding year,” 
explained coach Becky Dame after 
the Smith Academy tie. “We have a 
young team. Hopefully, next year, 
we can do even better.”

Golf: The Turners Falls Golf 
team is also young, with only Kyle 
Kucienski graduating. If Turners 
can field six golfers next year, they 
wouldn’t have to sacrifice forfeits. 

And my advice to the kids on the 
team: Tell your parents that you have 
to practice for school. That way, you 
can golf as much as you want.

Volleyball: The Turners Blue 
Spikers had a 16-3 regular season 
record, and beat two teams in the 
playoffs before losing to eventual 
Western Mass Champs, the Fron-
tier Red Hawks. 

The 2017 Turners Falls Vol-
leyball team is not an anomaly 
– not some flash in the pan. At the 
Frontier game, I sat next to former 
coach Debby Loomer. She remind-
ed me that volleyball is a Turners 
Falls Tradition. 

Ms. Loomer spoke about past 
players like Joanne Flagg, Sandra 
Wong, and Marcia Norwood. And 
although the team will lose several 
key players to graduation, that tra-
dition will continue.

Football
TFHS 18 – Pioneer 16

“I won’t put this in print, but I’m 
amazed at what you’ve done.” 

That was said to coach Chris 
LaPointe by one of my fellow jour-
nalists. The reporter was marveling 
how LaPointe was able to pull to-
gether 17 kids to make a successful 
football team.

In his six-year tenure, LaPointe 
has made it to the playoffs five 

see tfhs sports page B4
Turners takes an early lead in set 1 during the WMass D-III Volleyball  

Semifinal at Frontier Regional, but the Red Hawks held on for a 3-0 victory.
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Are you looking for a kitten 
with boundless energy, who loves 
to romp around the house and 
pounce on toys? Who doesn’t let 
no heart murmur get in the way of 
his daily life? 

If so, you’ve met your match! Ju-
bilee here has been waiting for quite 
some time for his new home to walk 
through those doors. 

This handsome, lovable little 
boy is looking for a home to match 

his energy. 
He does great with other cats, al-

though he could be a bit much for 
the older kitties. If you would like  
to learn more about this amazing 
little guy, talk to an adoption coun-
selor for more information!

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org.

Pet Weekof
the

“Jubilee”

GILL and MONTAGUE
The Gill Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at Noon. 

Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11:00 A.M. 
All fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. Voluntary dona-
tions are accepted. 

Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. Kitchen Manager 
is Jeff Suprenant. For more in-
formation, to make meal reserva-
tions, or to sign up for programs 
call 863-9357. Messages can be 
left on our machine when the cen-
ter is not open.
Tues–Thurs Noon Lunch
M, W, F 10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise
Monday: 11/20
8 a.m.  Foot Clinic Appts.
Noon  Pot Luck & Bingo
Tuesday: 11/21
10:15 a.m.  Chair Yoga
1 p.m.  A Matter of Balance
Wednesday: 11/22
12:30 p.m.  Bingo
Thursday: 11/23  CLOSED
Friday: 11/24  NO Writing Group 

LEVERETT
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.

Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga – Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). 

Senior Lunch – Fridays at 

noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation.

ERVING
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
for activities and congregate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with 
reservations required 2 days in 
advance. Call (413)-423-3649 for 
meal information and reservations.

For information, call Paula 
Betters, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities, sched-
ule a ride, or find out about the next 
blood pressure clinic. 
Monday: 11/20
9:30 a.m.  Healthy Bones Balance
10:30 a.m.  Tai Chi
Tuesday: 11/21
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance
Noon  Thanksgiving Dinner
Wednesday: 11/22
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m.  Chair Yoga
12:15 p.m.  Bingo, Snacks, Laughs
Thursday: 11/23  CLOSED
Friday: 11/24
9 a.m.  Quilting Workshop
9:30 a.m.  Fun Bowling
10 a.m.  Food City Shopping
11:15  Music, Magic, Movement 

WENDELL
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride.

Senior Center Activities
NOVEMBER 20 to 24
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mirin  from page B1

New England (IRNE) Award 
nominated actor Jonathan Mirin, 
the play is written and directed by 
Mirin and Godeli���������������  è��������������  ve Richard in 
collaboration with Avner Eisenberg 
(a.k.a. Avner the Eccentric), 
considered one of the leading 
clowns in the US.

Mirin and Richard are the co-
founders of the Piti Theatre Company, 
based in Shelburne Falls and 
Switzerland, where the troupe stages 
French versions of their productions. 
Mirin has taught and directed theater 
in the US and abroad since 1998.

Workshops
Mirin is also offering clowning 

workshops prior to Saturday’s 
performance, and children 
participating in the workshops will 
have the opportunity to take part 

in the performance itself. These 
workshops begin at 10:30 a.m. for 
adults, and 1 p.m. for children.

A clowning and theater workshop 
for adults and older teens, “Clown is 
a Four Letter Word,” will take place 
from 10:30 to noon. It is designed 
to help participants be more present 
and have more fun onstage, and 
in life, as well as start making 
clown characters and scenarios 
for amusement at home, in the 
office and onstage. No previous 
theater experience is necessary, and 
participants will be asked to pay 
what they think it was worth.

Younger folks, ages 8 to 14, 
are invited to participate in a one-
hour acting workshop before the 
show, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. It will 
prepare them to become guests at 
the grand buffet. Actors will create 
new characters using costumes, 

props and their imaginations.
This youth workshop is limited 

to 10 participants, and an $8 fee 
includes a ticket to the show so they 
can make their entrance.

To register for either workshop, 
email workshop@sammythehuman.
com or call (413) 339-4569.

Tickets are $8 in advance and 
$10 at the door. A “special family 
ticket” deal is being offered: for 
groups of four and more, one 
person gets in free. Tickets are 
available at sheatheater.org or by 
calling 1 (800) 838-3006.

Sammy and the Grand Buffet was 
made possible in part through an 
award from the Children����������� ’���������� s Theater 
Foundation of America. The program 
is also supported in part by a grant 
from the Montague Cultural Council. 
More information is available 
at sammythehuman.com.

Here’s the way it was November 
15, 2007: News from the Montague 
Reporter’s archive.

Land Conservation 
Discussed in Gill

Tony Mathews, chair of the 
Gill conservation commission, got 
together with the selectboard on 
Tuesday to discuss the possibility 
of the town conserving the devel-
opment rights on an 8.8-acre parcel 
of surplus land at the southwestern 
end of Barney Hale Road.

Town treasurer Ronnie La-
Chance said the town acquired the 
acreage, which contains an area of 
swampland, for back taxes in 2003. 
She said no taxes had been paid on 
the parcel since 1971. The land is 
currently valued at $51,600.

Town administrative assistant 
Tracy Rogers estimated the annu-
al taxes on the property, if it were 
returned to the tax rolls, would 
amount to about $700.

But Mathews said the conserva-
tion commission has a mandate to 
preserve key parcels of land from 

development. “That’s our job: not 
just to enforce wetlands protec-
tion, but also to preserve natural 
resources,” Mathews said. “There 
is nothing more biologically di-
verse than a swamp.”

Memorial Dedication 
In Turners Falls

At the end of his speech, Art 
Gilmore said he would step down 
from his position as chair of the 
Montague Soldiers Memorial 
Trustees when his term runs out 
next year.

But as he received the applause 
of hundreds of onlookers at Sun-
day’s Veterans Day dedication of 
the new veterans’ memorial on Av-
enue A, which he worked so tire-
lessly to build, Gilmore had reason 
to be proud.

And though he thanked every-
one from town hall workers to elec-
trician Bernie Sadoski – who “dug 
a trench to the Carnegie Library, 
drilled through the wall, and ran 
electrical cord through three rooms 
of the library” to bring power to the 

new memorial – the entire edifice 
is, to a great degree, a tribute to 
Gilmore’s own tenacity, diploma-
cy, and powers of persuasion.

Congratulations To 
Our 700th Subscriber!

Doris Farnum became the 700th 
subscriber to the Montague Re-
porter last week, and has chosen 
to receive a $70 gift certificate to 
Foster’s Market as her prize.

A Greenfield native, Farnum has 
lived in Lake Pleasant for 54 years, 
and been married to her husband 
Eugene Farnum for 61 years.

“We bought our house in Lake 
Pleasant. I like this village because 
it’s small, because we know every-
body. I would never want to live in 
a city. I like living in Montague. I 
think it’s a growing town, and it’s 
a nice town,” said Farnum, who 
said she appreciates seeing the new 
businesses opening along Avenue 
A in Turners, and visiting the Great 
Falls Discovery Center there.

Looking Back: 10 Years Ago this Week

Montague DPW 
employee Kyle Bessette 
(left) feeds a string of  
festive lighting to his 
coworker Joe Dodge 

(right, on ladder), who 
wraps it around a pole 
in front of  the Shea 
Theater Wednesday.
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Monday, 11/6
5:42 a.m. Caller from 
Fairway Avenue reports 
finding dead deer in yard 
this morning. No obvious 
signs of  trauma. Animal is 
deceased. Caller will prop-
erly dispose of  same.
9:44 a.m. 911 caller from 
Old Sunderland Road 
reporting that an SUV 
pulled into her driveway 
and an older white male 
got out, walked around to 
the back door of  her home, 
and started knocking on 
the back glass doors. Offi-
cers checking area as well 
as various other neighbor-
hoods in Montague; noth-
ing found. 
10:12 a.m. Caller states 
that the back window of  
her van was smashed out 
overnight in the Third 
Street parking lot.
5:08 p.m. Caller states that 
there are two young girls 
on skateboards with blan-
kets covering their heads 
and faces at the corner of  
Fifth and T streets. Caller 
is worried for their well-
being due to high traffic 
volume. Unable to locate.
Tuesday, 11/7
12:32 p.m. Report of  a male 
party loitering in Cum-
berland Farms parking 
lot; party then came inside 
the store and was over-
heard trying to sell pills 
to another patron. Sub- 
ject located. Second unit 
responding. Subject spo-
ken to and sent on his way.
1:22 p.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street reports 
that the third floor ten-
ant is stomping/jumping 
in his apartment, creat-
ing a disturbance. Officer 
spoke with tenant, who 
advised he was dancing. 
Tenant advised of  com-
plaint. After clearing; of-
ficer was flagged down by 
the caller advising that 
tenant is now outside on 
porch screaming. Officer 
observed tenant on porch 
smoking a cigarette, not 
screaming or stomping.
7:44 p.m. 911 caller states 
that there is a physical 
altercation between two 
male parties on Avenue A. 
Unknown weapons; un-
known injuries. Officers 
and MedCare en route. 
Incident not as reported; 
all involved advised of  
options; all units clear.
Wednesday, 11/8
7:08 a.m. Report of  large 
brown horse in road, be-
lieved to belong to house 
on Meadow Road. Offi-
cer confirmed that horse 
had been contained; fence 
fixed. Owner advised.
10:37 a.m. Caller request-
ing to speak with an officer 
re: ongoing harassment. 
Caller does not want an 
officer calling him at this 
number and refused to 
say where he was calling 
from, but agreed to meet 

an officer in front of  Carn-
egie Library. Caller called 
back at 10:53 claiming to 
have been waiting in front 
of  the library for a half  
hour. Caller was calling 
from landline he had used 
during his first call six-
teen minutes ago and was 
not in front of  library. Ad-
vised caller that an officer 
was in the area; attempted 
to inquire about caller’s 
location, but he discon-
nected the line. Officer 
advised of  call; states that 
he is in front of  the library 
and does not see the caller. 
Caller called back some 
time later to speak with an 
officer. Advised caller that 
an officer responded to li-
brary, but caller was not 
there; offered to have of-
ficer call him back. Caller 
declined, stating it is too 
nice outside to sit inside 
waiting for a phone call.
3:39 p.m. Caller from Hill-
side Road reporting a sus-
picious male in the area 
attempting to do inter-
views with children ages 
two through five. Officer 
off  with individual; con-
firmed that a permit is in 
place. Units clear.
Thursday, 11/9
12:23 a.m. Officers check-
ing on a suspicious vehicle 
in Farren Care Center 
parking lot. Unsecured ri-
fle is in plain view in vehi-
cle. Request Greenfield PD 
stop at registered owner’s 
residence and find out why 
her vehicle is parked there. 
No license to carry/fire-
arms ID registered to this 
party. GPD checked listed 
address; female no longer 
resides there.
10:39 a.m. Walk-in reports 
that her heating company 
came to her home and 
when she looked out the 
window due to hearing 
the truck, she noticed the 
worker urinating. Advised 
caller that this would be 
logged; however, she still 
wished to speak to an offi-
cer. Officer advised caller 
of  civil and criminal op-
tions; also spoke to man-
ager at propane company, 
who expressed that he 
has been in contact with 

the party and offered 25% 
off  service for that day. 
Manager also said that 
involved employee does 
have medical issues and 
that there was no crimi-
nal intent; all parties ex-
tremely apologetic.
12:14 p.m. Caller states that 
a couch was dumped on the 
side of  Route 63, partially 
blocking his driveway; just 
wants this logged; he will 
attempt to call DPW to 
have it removed.
9:17 p.m. Caller from 
Highland Circle states that 
a suspicious car is parked 
near her home. Officer 
requesting Rau’s to tow 
vehicle. Officer providing 
courtesy transport to two 
parties. Summons issued.
11:14 p.m. Caller from Oak-
man Street states that his 
friend’s vehicle had rocks 
thrown at it. Investigated.
Friday, 11/10
5:34 a.m. Report of  vehi-
cle break-in overnight on 
Dell Street.
8:23 a.m. Report of  suspi-
cious vehicle on West Min-
eral Road. Officer checked 
area; gone on arrival. Other 
officer advises subject may 
have been bow hunting.
8:32 a.m. Walk-in party 
from Park Street reports 
that she was bitten by a 
dog yesterday. Bite did not 
break skin. Animal control 
officer advised.
10:50 a.m. Caller advises 
that when pulling out onto 
Avenue A from the side 
streets downtown, it is dif-
ficult to see around parked 
vehicles; inquiring if  some 
of  the end spaces can be 
eliminated for safety rea-
sons. Advised of  options.
12:23 p.m. Caller from 
Family Dollar reports that 
within the past five to ten 
minutes, someone filled 
their cardboard dumpster. 
Investigated.
10:37 p.m. Taxi driver re-
questing assistance with 
intoxicated customer who 
is giving him a hard time 
about the taxi fare. In-
volved male detained, then 
released; party picked up 
by another person.
Saturday, 11/11
11:03 a.m. Report of  bur-

glary/breaking and en-
tering into a vehicle on 
Central Street overnight. 
Report taken.
11:24 a.m. Report of  bur-
glary/breaking and en-
tering into a vehicle on 
Park Street overnight. 
Report taken.
12:16 p.m. Caller from 
Cumberland Farms states 
that a male is smoking 
something from a glass 
pipe on the side of  the 
store. Male is also asking 
people for rides to Green-
field. Unable to locate.
7:05 p.m. Caller states that 
his girlfriend’s ex-boy-
friend slashed one of  her 
tires while they were in 
the Elks; ongoing issue. 
Report taken.
7:24 p.m. Multiple 911 
calls reporting a fight be-
tween two male parties on 
J Street. Erving PD assist-
ing; MedCare staging. One 
party transported to sta-
tion; other parties advised 
of  consequences should 
any further issues arise.
Sunday, 11/12
1:47 a.m. Caller from Elm 
Street states that two or 
three kids on ATVs are 
riding behind her house 
and yelling. Officers check-
ing area. Moped located in 
woods behind Park Villa; 
moped taken in as aban-
doned property.
4:07 p.m. Caller from 
Millers Falls Road re-
ports a suspicious vehicle 
in area; same states that 
a male party is walking 
in people’s yards. Officer 
en route. Involved has a 
permit and is doing a case 
study for Harvard. 
4:51 p.m. Caller states that 
her mom left at 11:30 this 
morning to go to Yankee 
Candle with a friend; was 
supposed to be back by 4. 
Caller is worried because 
her mom is not answering 
her cell phone and is not 
home yet. Officer advised 
caller to call back if  her 
mother was not home by 6 
p.m. No callback received.
6:08 p.m. Caller states 
that his vehicle was bro-
ken into in front of  the 
liquor store and items 
taken. Investigated. 

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM !!!
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CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: MONTAGUEREPORTER@GMAIL.COM

highlights from the montague police log

Third Street Windshield-Smashing Spree 
Enters Its Third Month. Can The Town 

Guarantee Safe Municipal Parking By Winter?

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

GREENFIELD – Dawn Ma-
rie Conway started the New2U 
Dog Rescue two years ago. When 
it comes to how this place began, 
we have a woman who has always 
loved animals. 

While at her job at Denny’s in 
Greenfield, Conway had one cus-
tomer, a senior citizen, who had 
lost his dog. He wanted another, 
but his family didn’t want the bur-
den of taking on a pet. “So I said, 
‘I’d take the dog,’” she recalls. 

Apparently, things took off from 
there. It wasn’t the first time this 
kind of encounter had happened to 
her. “I started a rescue for senior cit-
izens who no longer could care for 
their dogs,” Conway explained. 

Besides taking the dog, New2U, 
which she mentions is a non-profit, 
“evaluates the dog – and they usu-
ally need medical care – and then 
we rehome the dog.” She stated 
that in terms of ages, the group has 
rescued dogs “four months to 12 
years,” and that they come “from 
all over Western Mass.” 

“Between last year and this 
year, we had 15 dogs,” Conway 
said – examples being “one mini 
pit, and a cat.” 

The adoption fee for all dogs 
is $450. Conway spoke of giving 
back to the community by bringing 
the dogs to visit veterans at the Sol-
diers’ Home in Holyoke, as well as 
residents at the GVNA health cen-
ter and Charlene Manor. A handful 
of volunteers from rescue help out 
with these endeavors, including 
volunteers named Leah and Dave. 

“We have donation boxes 
around western Mass,” Conway 
said. “Sometimes we also ask local 
businesses for donations.” New2U 
accepts donations of bleach, laun-
dry detergent, stamps, dog chews, 
and dog toys for little dogs. Previ-
ous donors include the Greenfield 
Farmers Exchange, Animal Crack-
ers, a man named Kevin Conway, 
and a couple named Betty and 
Terry Norwood. Also – ironically 
to me – she has gotten a donation 
from Denny’s, the place where she 
basically began this. 

With this rescue having started 
two years ago, and from what I have 
learned about it, it seems like it is 
probably still going at full steam 
thanks to all of the donations this 
woman has gotten from businesses 
and people. Look for more informa-
tion about the place at their website: 
www.new2udogrescue.com.

New2U Dog Rescue

By ABIGAIL TATARIAN

We hope you had a good long 
weekend and that you’re looking 
forward to Thanksgiving coming 
up soon. Here’s the latest program-
ming available at montaguetv.org:

• Veterans Day Ceremony, 
11/11/17

• Greenfield Road Pedestrian 
Bridge Ribbon Cutting, 11/7/17

• Greenfield Savings Bank: Fire 
House Safety Tips with the Turners 
Falls Fire Department, 11/4/17

Looking for something to do in 
your community? Come to Open 

Mic at the Brick House this Thurs-
day from 6 to 7 p.m. Refreshments 
will be served. The Brick House is 
located at 24 Third Street in Turn-
ers Falls.

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to learn how easy it is to use 
a camera and capture the moment. 

Contact us at (413) 863-9200, in-
fomontaguetv@gmail.com, or stop 
by 34 Second Street in Turners be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. We’d love to work 
with you!

montague community television news

This Week on MCTV

the earth through the rain and the 
snow. Next season, we’ll loosen 
the soil with our favorite new tool, 
the broad fork, and then we������� ’ll����  be 
ready to plant.

For now the earth will rest. We 
want to do the same. The Novem-
ber skies are heavy, a sullen grey. 
The weather does not entice. Yet 
every now and then, out of nowhere 
comes a bright, sunny day calling 
us outside to finish up the garden 
chores and stack our growing piles 
of cordwood.

It is a somber time. We speak with 
a neighbor who has spent two weeks 
in Texas volunteering to help with 
the massive cleanup necessary. He 
will not forget a woman, a single par-
ent of two who lost everything and is 
living in a pop-up tent. He has hoped 
to go to Puerto Rico, but learned that 
this poor nation is not yet ready for 
cleanup. What they need are people 
able to use chainsaws, trucks, and 
muscles to clear the roads, and peo-
ple trained to take care of medical 
needs. Then the true work of moving 
supplies and helping with cleanup 
will be able to begin.

Veterans�������������������    ’ �����������������   Day comes and we 
honor those who served, as well as 

those other victims who lost their 
lives. But it lacks any feeling of 
uplift of spirit. We have not learned 
much, and continue to be a part of a 
world constantly poised on the edge 
of war or a participant in battle.

The task of pulling nations to-
gether to tackle the ongoing world 
threats of disease, drought, famine, 
and climate change grows, as our 
leadership pulls us further away 
from international involvement. 
We engage in a war of words, but 
lack the courage for intentioned 
connection for good.

As the Thanksgiving holiday 
approaches, we gather around the 
fire, light candles and are intense-
ly grateful for the love of friends 
and partners and family, however 
far spread they may be. There is, 
after all, much to be thankful for. 
We are warm, well fed, and have 
the means to be of help to those in 
need. There are books to read, mu-
sic for the soul, folks of good work 
to join with in making whatever 
small changes we can.

When you drink water,
Remember its source. 

Chinese proverb

GARDENER’S  from page B1
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Spirits, Brews & Fine Wines
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

RENAISSANCE BUILDERS
AND

BARBARA EDSON-GREENWALD
MUST BE

NEXT TO EACH OTHER

RENAISSANCE BUILDERS
AND

BARBARA EDSON-GREENWALD
MUST BE

NEXT TO EACH OTHER

times, won two Western Mass 
Championships, and has yet to lose 
on Thanksgiving. On Thursday, 
November 23, LaPointe will try to 
extend his Turkey Day streak when 
he pits his boys against Greenfield 
in front of the home crowd.

Last Friday, the Turners Falls 
Football Team overcame two mon-
ster plays by the Pioneer Panthers 
to take the final game of the sea-
son, 18-16. The victory gives Pow-
ertown a record of 6 and 4. 

The temperatures in Northfield 
hovered around freezing Friday 
afternoon, but the wind chill made 
it feel more like 10 degrees. The 
wind also hampered Powertown’s 
passing game, but Kyle Dodge still 
managed to complete five passes 
for 85 yards and a touchdown.

In the first quarter of Friday’s 
game, Powertown drove deep into 
Pioneer territory twice, but came 
up empty. 

The Pioneers, however, used one 
big play to put them up 8-0. Late in 
the first, Pioneer were on their own 
24. The Panther running back took 
the ball, broke loose, and beat ev-
erybody for a 76-yard score. 

In the second quarter, Blue an-
swered. With the ball on the Cats’ 
31, Dodge completed a pass to Ryan 
Campbell for the 6-pointer. The 2-
PAT failed, and at the half, the Pan-
thers held a 2-point lead, 8-6.

Neither team scored in the third 
period, but in the fourth, Turners fi-
nally took the lead. Jaden Whiting 
ran the ball into the end zone to put 
the Blue Tribe up 12-8. 

Turners then added insurance 
points. On the next play, John 
Driscoll made a pickoff to give 
Turners the ball. Then he banged 
into the end zone to give Blue a 10-
point lead, 18-8.

Pioneer answered with another 
big play. The kickoff was fielded on 
the 10. The returner found a slot and 
ran the kick back 90 yards to again 

make it a 2-point game at 18-16.
But there wasn’t much time left 

in the game, and Turners held on 
for the win.

John Driscoll led the Turners 
Falls ground attack with 126 rushing 
yards, and Whiting also hit triple dig-
its with 103. John Torres (36 yards), 
Campbell (22) and Andy Craver (3) 
also carried the ball for Blue.

Dodge completed five passes 
for 85 yards. Campbell (3-43), Jon 
Fritz (30), and Craver (12) were 
his targets.

Defensively, J. Driscoll was the 
hot hitter, with seven solo tackles 
and nine assists. Campbell and 
Dodge also had productive after-
noons, with eight and seven tack-
les, while Jack Putala (five), Liam 
Driscoll, Hadyn Patenaude, and 
Fritz (three each), Dom Carme and 
Jake Wilson (two apiece), Jaden 
Whiting, Tyler Lavin, and Craver 
also made stops for Turners.

Turners has one more game on 
their 2017 dance card. On Thanks-
giving Day, Powertown welcomes 
the Green Wave in a bid to extend 
their Turkey Day winning streak.

DAVID HOITT PHOTO

Turners’ Jaden Whiting fights for yardage as Pioneer’s Wyatt Keith moves in for a tackle. Powertown prevailed, 18-16.

TFHS SPORTS  from page B1

TURNERS FALLS – Identity is the heart of the hu-
man experience. Indigenous people occupy a unique cul-
tural space and view the world through a different lens. 
Put on your Abenaki glasses and see a world full of peo-
ple, human and non-human. Explore concepts of person-
hood and identity with Melody Walker Brook, Saturday, 
November 18, 1 p.m., Great Falls Discovery Center, 2 
Avenue A, Turners Falls. 

Melody Walker Brook is an educator, activist and art-
ist, currently an adjunct professor at Champlain College. 
She was previously an adjunct professor at Johnson State 
College, where she taught “Native American Worldview 
and Spirituality”; “Native American History and Cul-
ture”; and “Abenakis and Their Neighbors”. She lectures 
on a variety of topics including Abenaki political history 
and women’s issues. She has done groundbreaking re-
search on Abenaki spirituality, and is heavily involved in 
the Abenaki cultural revitalization movement. She works 
with museums, and lectures in kindergarten through col-
legiate level classrooms on topics relating to the Eastern 
Woodlands and indigenous history.

There will be refreshments, and a raffle drawing. Co-
sponsored by the Nolumbeka Project and DCR. 

This Saturday: “The Light Behind Our Eyes:
Abenaki Perspectives on Personhood”

Melody Walker Brook

GREENFIELD – On Saturday, November 18, the Pioneer Valley 
Symphony Youth Orchestra presents a free concert at 4 p.m. at Green-
field High School. The concert will be conducted by Steven Bathory-
Peeler in his new role as Director of the Youth Orchestra. Repertoire in-
cludes Strauss’s Thunder and Lightning Polka and Vaughan Williams’ 
Rhosymedre, among other pieces. 

On Sunday, November 19,  join the Pioneer Valley Symphony Chorus 
and guitarist Michael Nix for a very special concert celebrating choral 
music from the Spanish-speaking world at 3 p.m. at the Second Congre-
gational Church in Greenfield. The concert, led by PVS Chorus Direc-
tor Jonathan Harvey, will present works by Ernani Aguiar, Javier Busto, 
Lalo Schifrin, Pablo Casals, and others. 

As a vital part of the Pioneer Valley, PVS is committed to supporting 
those in need within our community. A portion of the proceeds from the 
November 19 choral concert will benefit Nueva Esperanza, a Holyoke-
based nonprofit organization which exists to be a catalyst and partner for 
a vibrant, sustainable, and powerful local Puerto Rican/Afro-Caribbean 
community. The funds received from this concert will help Nueva Espe-
ranza in their significant relief efforts for those living in Puerto Rico, and 
in their support of the large Puerto Rican and Afro-Caribbean community 
living and working in the Pioneer Valley.

Advance tickets are $25, $20 for seniors and $5 for students and chil-
dren. Tickets may be purchased online at pvsoc.org, over the phone at 
(413) 773-3664, or in person at the Magical Child in Greenfield, Broad-
side Bookshop in Northampton, and Amherst Books.

Two PVS Concerts This Weekend
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8-5 Monday – Thursday

Grade 6:
First Honors:  Tiffany Aubrey, 
Kamryn Berry, Michael Boyle, 

Josiah Chapin, Hugh Cyhowski, 
Devin Emond, Aurora Frenier, 

Reyli Galvez-Martin, Isabel 
Garcia, Taylor Greene, Fiona 

Hutchison, Syna Katsoulis, Olivia 
Kennedy, Jeremy Kovalsick, 
Chelsea Kretchmar, Joseph 

Mosca, Michelle Newsome, Ayleen 
Ovalle Perez, Ricky Pareja, Oliver 

Postera, Jillian Reynolds, Lily 
Spera, Lillian Stafford, Jessica 
Tricolici, Jack Trombi, Isabell 

Vachula-Curtis, Carly Whitney, 
Samantha Wiles, Derek Wissman
Second Honors:  Lillian Day, Aled 

Delisle, Kyleigh Dobosz, Sarah 
Donova, Mckenzie Girard, Alexander 
Knapp, Jasmine McNamara, Raygan 
Pendriss, Jacob Reich, Shan-Tong 

Widmer, Daren Willor
Third Honors:  Jet Bastarache, 

Jack Doyle, Brodie Gagne

Grade 7:
First Honors:  Alexander Bloom, 

Alina Bocharnikova, Kendra 
Campbell, Lilliana Cheveyo, David 
Damkoehler, Lindsay Davenport, 

Morgan Dobias, Healyn Garvin, Mia 
Gonzalez, Derek Helms, Abbigail 

Holloway, Samuel Hoynoski, 
Alexander Johnson, Thomas 

Labombard, Madison LeBorgne, 
Nikolas Martin, Brayden McCord, 

Abigail Moore, Taylana Pabon, 
Lillian Poirier, Levin Prondecki, 

Kitana Rodriguez, Kimberlyn Semb, 
Emma St. Hilaire, Alex Sulda, 

Brooke Thayer, Sophia Wolback, 
Cadence Wozniak

Second Honors:  Kole Broderick, 
Sorin Cioclea, Ian Farrick, Richard 

Hall III, Silas Koyama, Maria 
Labelle, Samuel Lashtur, Ashley 

Leblac, Matthew Marchefka, 
Stephanie Peterson, Sabrina 
Peterson, Dante Ruggiano

Third Honors:  Hailey Chagnon, 
Ryan Demers, Austin Dietz, 

Alexander McKay, Kaylee Moore, 
Antonia Prizio, Jocelyn Wyman

Grade 8:
First Honors:  Willa Jane Beltrandi, 

Joshua Brunelle, Dylan Burnett, 
Xavier Carlo, Laura Cioclea, Emily 
Fess, Jada Jurek, Cirdan Kearns, 

Britney Lambert, Jacob Lyons, 
Jacob Norwood, Kiley Palmquist, 
Blake Pollard, Brandon Pollard, 

Dezirae Porlier-Longo, Lucy 
Postera, Odalis Ramirez-Martin, 

Greyson Rollins,
Arianna Rosewarne, Abigail 

Sanders, Olivia Stafford, Paige 
Sulda, Samantha Thorpe, Hannah 

Warnock, Emily Williams,  
Devin Willor, Emily Young

Second Honors:  Olivia Delisle, 
Brendan Driscoll, Alicia Emond, 

Lorelei Farrington, Dalton 
Henderson, Caitlyn Jacobsen, 
Amos Koyama, Rebecca Lynn 

Kucenski, Emma Laster, Joshua 
Matakanski, Jordin Muniz, Caelyn 

Patenaude, Maria Romashka, 
Dylyn Russell, Ivan Sankov, Choloie 

Sumner, Elizabeth Whitney,  
Tessa Williams, Emmet Willaford
Third Honors:  Jenesis Currier, 
Bryce Finn, Austin McCaffrey, 

Genesis Stevens, Christa Turner, 
Tyler Whitney

Grade 9:
First Honors: Mercedes Bailey, 

Haley Bastarache, Kate Boulanger, 
Xavier Chagnon, Gemanaia Cruz, 

Emily Denison, Jacob Dodge, 
Isabelle Farrick, Sophia Gobeil, Kate 

Graves, Haleigh Greene, Isabella 
Johnson, Natalie Kells, Mackenzie 
Martel, Mercedes Morales, Audrey 

O’Keefe, Karissa Olson, Dalver 
Perez, Catherine Reynolds, Madison 
Sanders, Amber Taylor, Brynn Tela, 

Leah Timberlake, Jade Tyler,  
Olivia Whittier, Maralee Wiles,  

Cecilya Wood
Second Honors: Isabella Allen, 

Brianna Beckwith, Vincent Carme, 
Christina Caswell, Emily Cobb, 

Taylor Murphy, Storm Nye, Morgan 
Pendress, James Robison, Juliana 
Rode, Emily Sevrens, Lana Spera, 

Taryn Thayer, Kaylin Voudren, 
Kaliegh Waller, Hailey Wheeler, 

Luke Wisnewski
Third Honors: Chace Novak, 

Yanle Robles Hernandez

Grade 10:
First Honors: Spencer Blair, 

Chelsea Curtis, Josy Hunter, Joseph 
Kochan, Dabney Rollins, Brody 
Trott, Jaden Whiting-Martinez

Second Honors: Hailey Bogusz, 
Cameron Bradley, Mirela Cioclea, 
Liam Driscoll, Joshua Gaulin, Eliza 

Johnson, Kaitlyn Miner, Anthony 
Peterson, Brian Poirier, Anastasia 
Romashka, Lyuba Sankova, Emily 
Sisson, Vy Sok, Luis Vinton, Abigail 

Waite, Allison Wheeler, Lindsay 
Whiteman, Mackenna Whiteman

Third Honors: Jakob Burnett, Dylan 
Carlo, Mason Kucenski, Chantelle 
Monaghan, Alyson Murphy, Brian 

Murphy, Edward Reipold,  
Jaden Rivera, Lydia Wright

Grade 11:
First Honors: Lexi Bieniek, 
Samantha Bocon, Lindsey 

Bourbeau, Kyle Dodge, Anna 
Kochan, Dizarre Lopez, Mireya 

Ortiz, John Putala, Hunter Sanders, 
Holly Tetreault

Second Honors: Dylan Allen, Ryan 
Campbell, Dominic Carme, Cailyn 
Gobeil, Alexander Houghton-Miles, 
Jenna Jacobsen, Jacob LaBelle, 

Garrett Martel, Katherine Moreno-
Sibrian, Ryan Norwich, Tyler Noyes, 

Summer Rain, Will Turn, Victoria 
Veaudry, Sarah Waldron, Hannah 

Welles, Cassidhe Wozniak
Third Honors: Reilan Castine, Andy 
Craver, Ioanis Dimitriou, Katherine 
Garcia, Alexis Lacey, Avias Politis

Grade 12:
First Honors: Chloe Ellis, May 
Hancock-Pezzatti, Samantha 
Kolodziej, Snejana Lashtur,  

Abigail Loynd
Second Honors: Amanda Cooke, 

Sienna Dillensneider, Sahaley 
DuPree, Carlie Kretchmar, Kylee 

Mason, Aliyah Sanders, Madison St 
Marie, Skylar Thompson,  

John Wheeler II, Javoni Williams
Third Honors: Noah Courchesne, 

Joshua Obuchowski,  
Nicholas Taylor, Rachel Tucker

Great Falls Middle School/ 
Turners Falls High School
1st Quarter Honor Roll

on the back porch; concerned about 
safety and odor.
Sunday, 12/7/14
10:44 p.m. Caller from Avenue A 
reports that there is an odd odor 
permeating into her adult son������ �’����� �s bed�
room. Caller could not liken the odor 
to anything she had ever smelled be�
fore but speculated that it might be 
from downstairs neighbors smoking 
pot. Caller advised to evacuate apart�
ment, but opted to stay in living 
room, where odor was faint.
Thursday, 1/8/15
10:21 a.m. Caller from Avenue A re�
ports that her maintenance person is 
concerned about a party with whom 
he interacted earlier today. Party 
entered building and was making 
statements about having “taken a 
poop” and the resulting odors.
Wednesday, 1/21/15
2:14 p.m. Caller from K Street re�
ports that his neighbor, who has 
a wood stove, has been burning 
something that is emitting ter�
rible fumes; the odor “take[s] your 
breath away.”

Tuesday, 2/3/15
1:19 p.m. Report of  a strong odor 
of  gas coming from vicinity of  
Cumberland Farms. TFFD deter�
mined that the odor was coming 
from Simon���������� ’s Stamps.
Sunday, 2/15/15
1:50 a.m. Caller from East Main 
Street reports smell of  smoke from 
first floor; fire alarms sounding 
in building. Advised to evacuate. 
TFFD on scene; forced entry to Apt. 
1, where burnt food on the stove 
was causing the smoke. Three males 
inside apartment would not answer 
the door. Alcohol was involved.
Monday, 3/2/15
3:26 p.m. Caller from Avenue A 

reports ongoing issues with odors 
in her building that make it impos�
sible for her to live comfortably.
Sunday, 5/31/15
4:42 p.m. Report of  “stinky and 
smoky” fire in backyard on Federal 
Street.
Friday, 6/26/15
12:47 p.m. Employee from post of�
fice reports that party they called 
about earlier in the week is still 
parked in the space on the side 
of  Pesky Park but is now unload�
ing the items from his truck into 
two or three other spaces. Caller 
reports an odor coming from the 
truck/items and states that animals 
are going in and out of  the piles; 
concerned about a health hazard.
Tuesday, 7/14/15
2:03 a.m. Caller from Avenue A 
complains of  chemical smell and 
loud noises from apartment below. 
Loud noises have been an ongoing 
issue, per caller, but chemical smells 
are new within the last few days.
Friday, 4/15/16
2:56 p.m. Second call regarding man 
on G Street walking his puppy on 
the tree belt and allowing the dog 
to defecate without picking it up. 
Caller advises that the front area is 
“starting to smell like a litter box.”
Thursday, 5/12/16
9:14 p.m. Caller from Fourth Street 
complaining of  foot traffic into 
downstairs apartment along with 
strong odor of  marijuana; ongoing 
issue.
Friday, 5/20/16
1:38 p.m. Caller who is new to town 
reports that last night several trains 
came into the area of  his house in the 
middle of  the night and were parked 
for several hours, resulting in noise 

and odor from engines.
Tuesday, 6/14/16
10:26 p.m. Caller from Avenue A 
looking for information on what 
he can do every time he smells 
someone smoking marijuana in the 
apartment building.
Thursday, 6/23/16
6:52 p.m. Motorist reports that a 
train passed through the area near 
Swamp Road; she now smells some�
thing like burning rubber, and there 
is quite a bit of  smoke in the area.
Saturday, 7/2/16
9:49 a.m. Caller from Kettle Hole 
Lane complaining of  a deceased 
deer that has been across from his 
house for some time and is now 
very stinky.
Thursday, 9/22/16
11:34 p.m. Caller from South Pros�
pect Street reporting “�����������dieseling��” 
train in the area; same has been there 
since approximately 9 p.m. Caller 
states that train is emanating an ab�
normally bad smell at this time. 

Saturday, 10/15/16
9:29 p.m. Bartender reporting 
strong odor and light smoke com�
ing from Third Street alley.
Friday, 11/25/16
3:32 p.m. Caller states that there 
appears to be a large amount of  oil 
spilled on West Mineral Road which 
is causing an odor.
Friday, 4/21/17
11:56 a.m. Caller from Survival 
Center reporting that there is a 
very strong odor coming from a 
nearby chimney.
Friday, 6/9/17
12:17 a.m. Report of  suspected 
drunk driver at F.L. Roberts. Ve�
hicle was parked in lot when caller 
smelled alcohol on the female opera�
tor while he was speaking with her.
Wednesday, 6/14/17
10:17 a.m. Officer out on Fifth Street 
to investigate a strong, foul odor.
Monday, 10/9/17
11:15 p.m. Caller from K Street states 
that the people on the second floor 
of  the location have been arguing; he 
believes they are using drugs because 
of  a weird smell and drug talk com�
ing from the apartment.

odors  from page B1 

NINA ROSSI ILLUSTRATIONS
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Restaurant & Motel

Open Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Wednesday - Sunday 7 a.m.

French King

Viola, who was usually in constant motion, had been 
standing frozen with amazement. Suddenly she seemed 
to enter a trance, and, speaking in a strange monotone, 

said, “I must go to the store and buy coconut water 
catnip and yogurt, warm to 90 degrees.” She turned, 
proceeding robotically in the direction of  the store. 

Chella turned her full 
attention to the baby.

She walked through the back door and sat down 

on the rug, bringing out an overflowing toy basket.

“What is your name?” she mused aloud. 

“Zenith! How strange, I suddenly feel sure of  it!”

Chella walked toward 
the small flying saucer 
watching it flash and 
sparkle. Its twinkling 
forcefield went down 

and Chella boldly 
lifted the baby out. 

said Mr. 
Harbinger, 

Whoa there,

That baby may look sweet, 
but it’s from outer space! 
It may have poison breath 
or mind control powers! 
Hidden tentacles could 

strangle you at any moment!

“Well,” said Chella, as she kissed the smiling baby, 
“it’s too late now. I’ve taken my life in my hands.” 

The baby’s head rested on Chella’s shoulder.

What are the  
infanterons doing in 
this part of the galaxy? 

They should know we 
Catropians already  

rule humankind!

Words by  
Beverly Ketch 

Illustrations by  
Hannah Brookman

continued 
from last 
month...

to be continued next month...

Isn’t it fortunate that 
you happened to land in  

the yard of a house  
with so many toys!

Mr.Harbinger had the same blank look come over his face. “I 
will return home now,” he said, tilting his head to one side.
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ONGOING EVENTS:
EVERY SUNDAY
McCusker’s Co-op Market, Shel-
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions. Mu-
sicians, all levels, traditional Irish 
music. 10:30 a.m.
Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Jazz Night. 6 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m.
FIRST SUNDAY MONTHLY
Green Fields Market, Greenfield: 
Co-op Straight-Ahead Jazz. Bal-
cony. Afternoons.
EVERY MONDAY
Greenfield Harmony Spring Ses-
sion. No auditions. 6:45 p.m. 
Contact mcbrass@vermontel.
net for location and details.
2ND AND 4TH MONDAYS
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Scotty K’s Open Mic. 8 p.m.
EVERY TUESDAY 
Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Stories, projects, 
and snacks for young children 
and their caretakers. 10:15 a.m.
Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. 	Ages 0 
to 5 and caregivers. 10:30 a.m. 
1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAYS
The Perch (4th floor), Green-
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 
& Late Night Open Mic Jam. 20 
piece ensemble play son, salsa, 
chacha and much more. 8 p.m. 
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free.
EVERY THURSDAY
Millers Falls Branch Library, Mon-
tague: Music and Movement with 
Tom Carroll & Laurie Davidson. 
Children and their caregivers. 10 
to 10:45 a.m. 
Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Franklin County Pool League.   6 
to 11 p.m.
FIRST THURSDAYS
Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Open Mic. 7 p.m. 
EVERY THIRD THURSDAY
Tilton Library, S. Deerfield: Book 
Discussion. 6:30 p.m.
EVERY FRIDAY
The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m.
EVERY THIRD FRIDAY
Free Arms Library, Shelburne 
Falls: Open Prose and Poetry 
Reading. Arrive early to sign up 
for 5 to 10 minute slots. 7 p.m.
Element Brewing Company, 
Millers Falls: Brule’s Irish Band. 
6 p.m.

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY
Community Yoga and Wellness 
Center, Greenfield: Greenfield 
Circle Dance. 6 to 8 p.m. $

EXHIBITS:
Augusta Savage Gallery, UMass: 
Future, Unknown. The brave 
paintings of Rodney Madison, 
veteran educator and self-taught 
artist located in Millers Falls. 
Ends December 1. 
Greenfield Gallery, Greenfield: 
Paintings by Paul Hoffman. 
Whimsical worlds, intricate ge-

ometries. Through December. 
Leverett Crafts and Arts, Lev-
erett: “Oh Beautiful Glass.” 
An eclectic and exciting group 
show. William Rathbun exhib-
its in hallway gallery as well. 
Through November.
Nina’s Nook, Turners Falls: 
Live Studio. Artist/owner Nina 
Rossi creates her own maker-
space in the tiny gallery: paint, 
wire, fabric, wood; assorted fine 
art and craft as well. Through 
Thanksgiving.
Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Andrew Quient: An Inter-
section of Pottery & Architecture: 
Ceramics & Drawing. Inspired 
by history, drawings on ceramic 
vessels. Through December 9.
Shelburne Arts Coop, Shelburne 
Falls: “Fiber Optic”  showcases 
workday artists of the Shelburne 
Arts Co-op in many fiber media 
including quilting, weaving, knit-
ting, silk painting, fabric dyeing, 
needle felting, wet felting, paper 
collage, mixed media and up-
cycling. Includes both wearable 
and decorative pieces in a vari-
ety of traditional and avant-garde 
styles. Through November 27.
Smith College Lyman Plant 
House, Northampton. Annual 
Fall Chrysanthemum Show fills 
the plant house with a riot of 
color. November 4 through 19.

Wendell Free Library, Wen-
dell: Paintings by Janet Palin. 
Through December. Reception 
on November 18, 3 p.m.

EVENTS:
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
The Accidentals and Jake Al-
len, “genre-melding indie-folk.” 
8 p.m. $
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Signature Sounds Presents: 
Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas 
7 p.m.$
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Yarn 
with Eric Lee & Co. 7 p.m. $

U n d e r d o g s 
Lounge, Shel-
burne Falls: 
Katherine First 
and the Kitchen 
Party, 7:30 p.m.
Hawks & Reed, 
Greenfield: Jesus 
Christ Superstar 
Singalong with 
Ted Neeley and 
Bob Bingham, 
Kurt Yaghjian. 
Screening of re-
mastered 1973 
hit with original 
stars. 7 p.m. $
R e n d e z v o u s , 
Turners Falls: 
Vimana.   Extra-
terrestrial psy-
chedelic groove. 

9 p.m.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Jacqueline Odess-Gillett with 
Billy Arnold. 2 p.m. $
Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Janet Palin Opening Reception. 
Painting exhibit artist reception 
from 3 to 5 p.m.
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
GCC Dance Ensemble pres-
ents Imagine. 7 p.m.$
Deja Brew, Wendell: 2 The 
Moon.  Pub will be open at 6:30 
p.m. Full bar, pizza by the slice, 
music at 7.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Je-
sus Christ Superstar Singalong 
with Ted Neeley and Bingham, 
Screening of remastered 1973 
hit with original stars. 7 p.m. $
Mount Toby Meetinghouse, 
Leverett: Louise Mosrie. Mix 
of bluegrass, country and folk, 
in woven with lush stories and 
songs about southern life. 7:30 
p.m.$
Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Christmas on Mars. Wacked 
Sci-fi movie. 7:30 p.m.
Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Warner Hill, cowboy style 
electric guitar. 7:30 p.m.
Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Kala Farnham and special guest 

The Town Hall. 8 p.m.
Root Cellar, Greenfield: Rod 
Cummings and the VIbrators 
followed by Comedy Night, 8 
p.m. $
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Sinkane and Shokazoba 8:30 
p.m. $
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Second Congregational Church, 
Greenfield: Pioneer Valley 
Symphony Orchestra with Mi-
chael Nix. Choral music from 
the Spanish Speaking world. To 
benefit benefit Nueva Esperan-
za, a Holyoke-based nonprofit 
organization which exists to be 
a catalyst and partner for a vi-
brant, sustainable, and power-
ful local Puerto Rican/Afro-Ca-
ribbean community. The funds 
received from this concert will 
help Nueva Esperanza in their 
significant relief efforts for those 
living in Puerto Rico, and in 
their support of the large Puerto 
Rican and Afro-Caribbean com-
munity living and working in the 
Pioneer Valley. 3 p.m.$
Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: The Artful Codgers. Da-
vid Fersh and Friends. 6 p.m.
 Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Re-
silient, Tundrastomper, Walmart 
Romeo, Burned Out Still Glow-
ing. 8 p.m. $
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Root Cellar, Greenfield: Lush 
Honey. Funk. 8 p.m.$
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Yel-
lowman with Rhythm, Inc.8:30 
p.m. $
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Patty & The Cakes 7:30 p.m.$
Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: The Joe Belmont Expe-
rience. Jazz and Blues. 7:30 
p.m.
Root Cellar, Greenfield: Glass 
House with Rasberry Jam. 8 
p.m. $
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Greenfield High School, Green-
field: Pioneer Valley Youth Or-
chestra. Free concert conduct-
ed by Steven Bathory-Peeler in 
his new role as Director of the 
Youth Orchestra. 4 p.m.
Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Karaoke with MC Dee. 8 
p.m.
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Roger Saloom and Zoe Darrow, 
8 p.m.$
Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & The Pistoleros. 
Back room dance party at 8:30 
p.m., pub opens 6:30 p.m.. 
Cover after 9 p.m. 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: 
Your Voice, Poet. Play by Jean 
Dany Joachim, winner of Silver-

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Born and bred in Tennessee, Louise Mosrie writes songs 
about the South – what she knew and where she grew 

up. Her album, “Home” (2008) is a mix of  bluegrass, 
country and folk, in which she weaves lush stories and 
songs about southern life. At Leverett’s Mount Toby 
Meetinghouse Saturday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.

Teen Center 
Drop-In

Mondays – Fridays
2:30 to 6 p.m.

thorne’s Playwrights of Color. 3 
p.m.$
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER  30
Hawks & Reed, Greenfield: Miro 
Sprague Quartet, 7:30 p.m. $
Underdogs Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Kimaya Digs, originals 
and covers with local singer. 
7:30 p.m.
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Fall Clean Up!

By   HEATHER   WILLEY 

WENDELL – A series 
of Janet Palin’s landscape 
pastels will be on display 
at the Wendell Free Li-
brary in the Herrick Room 
Gallery through Decem-
ber 31, with an opening 
reception this Saturday, 
November 18, from 3 to 
5 p.m.  

Janet Palin lives in 
Petersham. Twenty-five 
years an oil painter, Palin 
was inspired during a trip 
to Iceland to begin using pastels, and 
she has been working with this me-
dium for the last 20 years. 

There are nine works on paper in-
cluded in the exhibit ranging from 
small to large. The work reflects her 
annual travels out west, seeking and 
capturing inspiration in such places as 
New Mexico, Utah, and Montana.

“Storm Chasing” is one of Palin’s 
large scale New Mexico landscapes. 
A central horizontal band dotted with 
vibrant earthen color spans the com-
position, and sits valleyed between 
the vantage point of a shadowed fore-
ground and the silhouette rise of moun-
tains in the distance. 

The sky above is heavy with storm 
clouds and dense with dark mois-
ture. A small opening of sky pierces 
through the moment offering pause 

while illuminating the vast view of 
rains and sun sprays gracing the land. 

One can sense a devotion to the 
spirit of place in this work as some-
thing that feels deeply layered and 
ephemeral at the same time.  

Janet Palin’s lifetime dedication to 
the arts is apparent in each of these 
majestic and masterful compositions. 
Each landscape is an environment 
vastly raw and open, draped in lush 
layers of light and shadow. 

They are magical moments trans-
formed through pastels into moving im-
ages that are true to nature. The show 
vibrates as it speaks of the conception of 
that magical moment one finds through 
the meditation of observation. 

For library hours and other infor-
mation, call (978) 544-3559.

submitted photo

Lost 
Cat

Small 
tortoise-shell 

cat. Lives on 
the corner of  

7th and L Streets.

Last seen 
November 9.

Please call or 
text Julie with 

any information: 
(978) 729-1575

Maggie Sadoway (R) of  
Turners Falls checks the 

news with Pat Williams of  
Edinburgh, Scotland, at the 
elementary school where they 
met as 8 year-olds in 1951. Going somewhere? Take 

us with you! Send photos to 
editor@montaguereporter.org.

ON
THE 

ROAD 

Montague
Reporter

“Storm Chasing,” one of  the pastel landscapes in the 
current exhibit by Janet Palin of  Petersham, at the 

Wendell Library now through December 31.

At the Wendell Free Library: 
Magical Moments in Pastels
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