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ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Fire Chief To 
Go Full-Time, 
"If He Wants It" 
By KATIE NOLAN 

"It's the chief's job if he wants 
it," selectboard member Scott Basta­
rache said at Monday night's Eiving 
selectboard meeting. Bastarache 
was refen-ing to the proposed full­
time fire chief position, included in 
the May 2017 annual town meeting 
warrant, and to cmTent fire chief 
Philip Wonkka. 

In December, the board and fi­
nance committee both approved 
$120,000 in funding for a full-time 
chief and two full-time firefight­
ers for the FY'l8 budget. This is a 
significant change from the cmTent 
system of a part-time chief and call 
firefighters, who are paid only when 
they are actively responding to calls 
or when training. The proposed 
staffing budget must be approved 
by town meeting. 

At the two public meetings held 
to discuss the change, residents had 
asked how the full-time chief and 
firefighters would be appointed. Ac­
cording to Bastarache, the board ap­
pointed Wonkka as chief under the 
current system, and if the annual 
town meeting approves the staffing 
change, "the duties haven't changed, 
the hours have changed." He added, 
"We have a current working chief." 

As a "strong chief' under state 
law, the Eiving fire chief would 
appoint any full-time firefighters. 

see ERVING page A? 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

From a Lack of 
Understanding: 
A Lack of Justice 
By DAVID DETMOLD and 
CHRIS SAWYER-LAUCANNO 

Amid America's lengthening 
litany of names of una1med black 
males killed by the police - and by 
their untrained and unsupe1vised ad­
junct volunteers, like neighborhood 
watch captain George Zimme1man 
in Sanford, Florida - the killing of 
17-year-old Trayvon Maitin in 2012 
stands out. 

Trayvon Ma1tin's killing adds 
more weight to the heavy statistical 
evidence that una1med black males 
are being shot to death by police 
and their auxiliaries in America at 
a rate three and a half times that of 
unaimed white males. 

The subsequent not guilty verdict 
for his shooter, George Zimmer­
man, adds another urgent call for 
our system of justice to finally come 
to te1ms with the burden of dis­
criminato1y acquittals which have 
plagued the white marble comt­
rooms of America since well before 
the time of the Scottsboro Boys, 
Emmett Till and Rodney King, right 
down to the present day acquittals 
of police on trial for the murders 
of Freddie Gray in Baltimore and 
David Latham in No1folk. 

Now, thanks to the groundbreak­
ing work of Stanford Professor of 
Linguistics Dr. John Rickford and 

see MARTIN page AS 
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On Tuesdqy, a nor'easter called Winter Storm Stella swept through, blanketing area towns with a faot or more of snow. 
Schools and ma,ry workplaces were closed, and a town-111ide parking ban was imposed in Montague. 

Pictured above: Avenue A in Turners Falls, as the storm let up late in the afternoon. 

" I 00 Who Care": A New Model for 
Fundraising - and Community Building 
By JOE KWIECINSKI 

TURNERS FALLS - The eve­
ning of Wednesday, Mai·ch 22 might 
just be a ve1y significant one in the 
annals of these parts. That night 
marks the inaugural meeting, here 
at the Shea Theater of "100 Who 
Care - Franklin County''. 

100 Who Cai·e is a brand new, 
volunteer-driven giving group. Four 
Franklin County residents ai·e col­
laborating in a mission to put to­
gether a local chapter of the 100 
Who Care Alliance, a worldwide 
movement to produce local giving 
circles in communities. 

The quaitet of volunteers - Re­
becca Rideout, Cai·olyn Moore, 
Lawson Wulsin, and Meaghan 
Carr - fo1m the Franklin County 
chapter's steering committee. 
Rideout is the owner and operator 
of Told Video, producer of videos 
for schools, businesses, and non­
profits. Moore is the video editor 
at Monadnock Media in Hatfield, 

while Wulsin is an architect at the 
firm of James Whitsett. Carr is a 
licensed mental health counselor. 
All four are county residents. 

"Members who join 100 Who 
Care Franklin County commit to at-

tending only three meetings a year," 
said Rideout, "and donating $33 at 
each meeting to a non-profit organi­
zation in our county. We want peo­
ple to join us, that's why we made 

see WHO CARE page A? 

The organizers of 100 Who Care Franklin County, in the Shea lob1!J.-Jrom left to 
right, Caro!Jn Moore, Meaghan Carr, La111son Wu/sin, and Rebecca Rideout 

Ice-Off Winner Declared in Lake Pleasant 
By DAVID JAMES 

LAKE PLEASANT -Although 
the naked eye is well known not to 
lie, at precisely 5 p.m. March 1 from 
the midpoint Raisin Rosen picket on 

the Bridge of Names, Chief Justice 
Patrick L. Otto, Sr., of this commu­
nity's Supreme Judicial Court of 
Last Reso1t applied the traditional 
tenninal test - a 180-degree Iak­
escape scan with a pair of antique 

bird-binoculai·s - then issued declar­
ato1y judgment that the 41 st Annual 
Ice Off the Lake Contest was his­
to1y, and Robe1t Quinn-O'Connor 
of Wendell was its winner. 

Since 1977, the contest has been 
-------------------------=-.=-:-,-, a ritualized rite of seasonal passage 

Ice began receding in mid-February, and vanished from the lake on March 1. 

in this smallest of Montague's five 
villages. Paiticipants pay a dollar to 
play and take their chances with a 
blind-luck draw of a date of depar­
ture when judges declai·e not an ice 
cube remains afloat in the lake. 

Traditionally, as winter is well on 
the wane, contest judges gather dai­
ly on the wooden footbridge which 
joins the two paits of the village. 
From that vantage point, judges sur­
vey as much of the smface of the 
lake as is visible. 

According to contest common 
law, ifno ice can be seen, no ice ex­
ists ... no matter that the judges may 
have passed ice pockets near the 

see ICE OFF page A6 

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Board Reviews 
Testimony on 
Berkshire Gas 
Moratorium 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

At Monday's brief selectboard 
meeting, Montague's energy policy 
liaison, Ariel Elan, reviewed "ex­
pe1t testimony" which, the town 
argues, shows that the "Berkshire 
Gas Company could swiftly and in­
expensively end its moratorimn on 
new natmal gas se1vice in eight pio­
neer towns." 

The testimony is pa1t of a review 
by the state Department of Pub­
lic Utilities (DPU) of Berkshire's 
mandated five-year Forecast and 
Supply Plan. Montague and several 
other towns in the region have been 
granted intervenor status in the pro­
ceedings. They ai·e using this status, 
which allows them to cross-exam­
ine witnesses for the company and 
engage in legal discove1y, to chal­
lenge the Berkshire moratorimn. 

The company imposed the mora­
torium on new customers in Decem­
ber of 2014, pending the constrnc­
tion of a natural gas pipeline pro­
posed by the company Kinder Mor­
gan across Franklin County. Berk­
shire ai·gued that its cmTent pipeline 
infrastrncture, which transpo1ts gas 
from a connection in Southwick, 
had reached capacity. 

The Kinder Morgan project was 
cai1celled in April 2016. In response, 

see MONTAGUE page A8 

WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Revised Solar 
Farm Proposal 
Still Waiting for 
Con Com's OK 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

Haskell Werlin of Sunnectivity 
was in the selectboard office when 
the March 8 meeting opened, wait­
ing for his appointed time of 7:15. 
When the time came he gave the 
board an update on and maybe a 
pitch for Sunnectivity's most recent 
proposal to build a solar farm on 
prope1ty off Wendell Depot Road 
owned by Dave Arsenault. 

As originally proposed, that proj­
ect would have covered two acres 
and generated two megawatts, but 
Wendell's conse1vation commission 
gave that plan enough restrictions 
that Sunnectivity considered its op­
tions unworkable, the conditions 
too restrictive, and they brought the 
town to comt. 

The comt date has been post­
poned several times, and the next 
scheduled date is April 21. Werlin 
said he hoped that court date would 
not be needed. 

Sunnectivity appealed to the state 
DEP, which issued superseding con­
ditions and worked to create a suit­
able plan. The new plan is smaller. 
It would generate only one mega­
watt, cover only one acre, have an 
improved drainage and infiltration 
solution for both access roads and 
panel nmoff, and be 200' or more 

see WENDELL page A6 
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Putting One's Money 
Where One's Mouth Is 

looks likely to be a bit low, as 
many pai·ents and athletic boosters 
have pointed out. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER MARCH 16, 2017 

Of all the red hen-ings in this 
year's controversy over the Turn­
ers Falls High School spo1ts team 
name - for eighty or so years, 
the Indians - one that stood out 
was the argument that the name 
shouldn't change because it would 
cost the district money. 

This yeai· looks to be a reprieve, 
as a tax windfall from a utility should 
make Montague able to put more 
money into the district. Tuesday's 
Gill-Montague Regional School 
Committee meeting was postponed 
to Wednesday, so we were unable 
to include coverage in this week's 
issue. But as we went to press, we 
heai·d that the committee approved 
a "final" FY'l8 budget, 7-1. Diffi­
cult cuts in staffing were avoided. 
The athletic depaitment budget is 
$4,000 higher than last yeai·'s. 

Dennis Lynch recent!J statted stocking spirits at the Montague Village Store, which he has operated since 1984. 

Eve1y decision, right or wrong, 
costs something, and if the school 
committee believed the question 
itself came down to one of right or 
wrong, they shouldn't have taken 
cost into consideration. 

After all, if you think some­
thing is the right thing to do, but 
you don't do it in order to save 
cash, you've sold your ethics out. 
It surprises us that anyone on ei­
ther side of the issue thinks that's 
a good value to demonstrate to the 
district's children. 

On the other hand - between 
adults - money is a real factor to 
wony about. Public schools are 
being squeezed from all direc­
tions: health insurance costs, stan­
dardized tests, a competitive cli­
mate driven by school choice and 
cha1ter schools, and long-term 
stagnation in the tax base of most 
American towns and cities. 

Gill-Montague has been on the 
fiscal ropes in recent mem01y. And 
the administration's estimate that 
the name change will cost $7,800 

Fortunately - for those who 
supported the retirement of the 
Indian, and for those who didn't but 
who see the logic in moving for­
ward - a group of private citizens 
have stepped fo1ward with a goal 
of raising an extra $10,000 online 
to defray the cost of unifomis and 
supplies. In the first couple days, 
they've raised over $1,500, in in­
crements ranging from $5 to $150. 

Good. The adults in this district 
have some real disagreements to 
work out over the coming months 
and years. But first, let's show our 
students they have our undivided, 
and unconditional, support. 

To contribute, go online to ww,,v. 
gofundme.com/SupportTFHS. 

letters to the Editors 
t 

A Gigantic Battery 
Could Still Be Useful 

I am writing in regards to the 
article on the No1thfield Mountain 
Pumped Storage Station in your 
March 2 issue. While none of the 
statements in the a1ticle were to­
tally false, many were somewhat 
misleading when it came to energy 
storage and the electrical grid. 

In two instances, the article 
called the pumped storage a "net 
loss" system. While this is techni­
cally con-ect, it is hue for any fo1m 
of energy storage, from batteries to 
belly fat (though we don't use that 
last one for elecn·icity so much). 

production to the gi'id. (In fact, this 
is why pumped hydro storage tends 
to be located near nuclear power 
plants: nucleai· plants generate elec­
n'icity 24/7, regardless of demand, 
so high-capacity storage is built 
neai·by to store the excess elecn·ic­
ity during low-demand pe11ods such 
as the middle of the night.) 

Missed It 
In the March 9 edition of the 

Montague Reporter there was a pho­
to of Rob Gronkowski on Page B2, 
with a short paragraph of his visit to 
Sheffield School in recognition of 
the school for winning the statewide 
"One Mission Buzz Off Challenge" 
raising neai'ly $17,000 in the last few 
months for kids with cancer. 

This is a phenomenal st01y, and 
conn'ibution by a small school/com­
mmlity in competition with other 
schools statewide. We were ve1y dis­
appointed that our local newspaper, 
the Montague Reporter didn't see fit 
to feature this more prominently in 
the newspaper. 

Thanks to Firefighters 
Energy storage by definition does 

not generate elecn·icity, and it must 
operate at a loss. To quote Homer 
Simpson, "In this house, we obey 

Conversely, renewable energy 
capacity is gi·owing, but renewable 
output is often weather-dependent, 
and not as consistent as nuclear or 
fossil fuel plants. Energy storage 
is needed to ensure electI'ical sup­
ply equals demand, by taking in the 
excess energy produced when it is 
sunniest or windiest and releasing 
energy when elecn·ical demand is 
high but generation is low. 

The pa1ticipants, including Shef­
field students, high school/middle 
school students/athletes, Fire and 
Police personnel, staff, p11ncipal, 
volm1teers from the Tech school, 
and c01mnmlity members were in no 
way acknowledged for their eff01ts 
in support of a student/fainily per­
sonally affected by cancer. 

I'm wntmg to send a public 
thank-you to the Turners Falls Fire 
Depaitment and the Montague Po­
lice (non-emergency) dispatch. 
On March 9, my tenant notified me 
that there were loose wires hanging 
down on the side of our house. 

I called the electric company and 
spoke to someone in their emer­
gency department, who listened to 
my description of the wires, and 
was able to asce1tain that the wires 
in question were not related to the 
electric service. We hadn't lost 
power, so this sounded right. 

He told me not to go neai· the 
wires, since we didn't know if they 
were live or not, and suggested that 
I call the phone company next. We 
hadn't lost phone service and all the 
internet-related devices in the build­
ing were working, so I didn't think 
that the phone company would be 
able to help me figure it out. 

So, after thinking about my op­
tions for a few minutes, I called the 
non-emergency dispatch number for 
the Montague Police. I gave the per-
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son who answered a brief descrip- the laws ofthe1modynamics!" 
tion of my situation, and she said It is impo1tant to note that num­
she would fo1ward my infonnation bers from the International Energy 
to the Fire Department so they could Agency (IEA) do suggest pumped 
come check out the wires. hydro is generally not as efficient 

About 15 minutes later, a fairly as other technologies: 50 to 85% 
Iai·ge fire trnck an'ived in front of efficiency, vs. 75 to 95% for batter­
my house and three firefighters, in ies (International Energy Agency, 
full regalia, checked the wires and Technology Roadmap: Energy Star­
talked to me about them. It turned age, March 19, 2014). 
out that the wires are old, long- The March 2 article also made 
unused cable wires that had come the questionable claim that a re­
loose in the high winds that night. newal of No1thfield Mountain's Ii­
The firefighters said that they would cense would give it a regional "mo­
call the cable company and ask them nopoly" on energy storage. The IEA 
to come remove the wires for me. estimates pumped hydro accom1ted 

These firefighters were so nice, so for more than 99% of energy stor­
helpful and concerned, and I am so age worldwide as of 2010. 
happy to be living in the wonderful Despite its near-universal use, 
town of Montague where this kind pumped hydro is mtlikely to pre­
of help and ca11ng and response is vent other energy storage systems 
available. What a blessing! from being built. This is because 

The Tmners Falls Fire Depa1t- we already need more energy stor­
ment and Montague Police dispatch age than we have, and this need will 
ROCK and that's the nuth. Thank only continue to grow. 
you so much! Nucleai· and coal plants have 

Lynne Rudie been closing. These plants provided 
Turners Falls consistent "baseload" elecn·icity 
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Storage can reduce use of "peak­
ing" power plants, which get used in 
times of high demand but tend to be 
less efficient and fossil-fueled. Thus, 
energy storage will, in many cases, 
reduce emissions, even if the energy 
it stores originates from fossil fuels. 

And if it stores renewably-pro­
duced energy, well, that is just gra­
vy. Mmmmm, graaavy... (Homer 
again). 

To be clear, I run not wi'iting to 
argue for or against the renewal of 
the No1thfield Mom1tain station. I 
am providing a little cla11ty about the 
(ve1y complicated) electrical grid. 

When facts ai·e not fully present­
ed, perhaps in order to fmther a par­
ticular argmnent, it hinders people's 
ability to make info1med decisions, 
and in tmn can hmt the democratic 
process. D'oh! 

Nicholas Skarzynski 
formerly (and always) 

of Montague 

Being a newspaper that has al­
ways featured "feel good" stories 
about our small c01mnunity, we were 
disappointed in the lack of cover­
age of such an impo1tant event. We 
hope that "Gronk" felt the love of 
our commmlity that he so 11chly de­
served. 

Buddy & Kathy McCord 
Tw·ners Falls 

We share your pain on this one. 
We had heard the event would be 
closed to the press, received no in­
vitation from the school to cover it, 
and were surprised when other out­
lets were allowed in. 

Our community's success in the 
Buzz Off Challenge is indeed worth 
celebrating. Hats off to all the stu­
dents and adults who pitched in over 
the last several months! 

Mike Jackson 
Managing Editor 

·------------· I 
I 
I $20 
I 

Sign Me Up! I 

{ 

10 months (3 7 issues) for our walking routes I 
6 months (23 issues) for our driving routes I 
4 months (15 issues) for mailed subscriptions 

I 
1 mte ;!OOontague ,Reporter 1 
I 177 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 I 
I 
Name: I Addres-s: ____________ _ 

I Town: ------ State: Zip: __ _ 

I 
I 
I 

·------------· 



MARCH 16, 2017 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

z 
o and Policy Center, an independent 
~ o:: non-partisan nonprofit organization. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 

~ This will be of interest to anyone 
;;! concerned about education, local 
~ aid, healthcare, senior issues, trans­
; po1tation, or any of the other servic­
;'.3 es we count on from the state. 
~ Admission is free; snacks at 5:30 
~ p 1n., and talk begins at 6 p.m. For 

more info1mation please contact 
Ferd at (413) 367-2373 orferdwul­
kan@gmail.com. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Four Rivers Charter School 
proudly presents "Sherlock Hol­
mes and the West End Horror" 
on March 17 and 18 at the Shea 
Theater, Avenue A, in Turners Falls. 
Both evening shows strut at 7 p m. 

On Friday and Saturday morning, 
from 10 a m. to noon, the Greenfield 
Savings Bank branch in Turners Falls 
will host two musical events. 

Dance a jig over to the bank this 
Friday, March 17 to join the "Wea­
rin' of the Green," featuring Irish 
folk music thanks to Ray Maclntire 
and his wee friend, Robe1t Lord. 

These two gentlemen are sure to 
amaze you with their good humor, 
fancy dress, handsome countenanc­
es, and quick wit! They will charm 
the shamrocks off your socks. That's 
no blarney! 

And on Saturday, March 18: 

Grab your dancing boots, your cow­
boy hat and mosey on over to kick 
up your heels with the North Coun­
ty Line Dancers! Learn some new 
moves and have fun with the mem­
bers all at the same time. Why, you 
can dance right in the bank lobby! 

The branch is located at 282 Av-
enue A in Turners Falls. 

Who pays their fair share and 
who doesn't? What gets funded and 
what doesn't? Can we make the sys­
tem more fair? 

On Monday, March 20, Frank­
lin County Continuing the Political 
Revolution is sponsoring an edu­
cational evening at the Greenfield 
Public Libraiy for community 
members to learn about the state 
budget and our tax system. 

Come hear a clear presentation 
about our state budget and our tax 
system by Kurt Wise, tax special­
ist with the Massachusetts Budget 

The Friends of the New Salem 
Public Library invite you to a spe­
cial local author's night with Tom­
my Shea, who will present his book 
"Dingers: The 101 Most Memo­
rable Home Runs in Baseball His­
tory," which he co-authored with 
Joshua Shifrin. Whether it's "The 
Shot Heard Round the World" or 
Hank Aaron's 715th blast, the audi­
ence is sure to get an inside scoop on 
some of the most famous moments 
that now live in baseball lore. 

The Friends encourage baseball 
enthusiasts, young and old, to come 
hear first hand from the author of 
"Dingers ... " these exciting, unfor­
gettable times! Tommy Shea was 
a reporter for the Springfield Re­
publican for fo1ty years, including 
six covering the Boston Red Sox. 
His work has appeared in Baseball 

America, New England Monthly, 
and USA Today. 

In 2003, Shea received the New 
England Associated Press News 
Executive Awai·d for best local New 
England Column. He has also taught 
journalism at Springfield, Holyoke 
Community, and Elm colleges and 
at Bay Path University. 

This event, held on Thursday, 
March 23, starting 7 p.m. at the New 
Salem Libraiy, is free and requires 
no preregistration, so please join the 
Friends for a unique author's night 
during baseball's Spring season. 
For additional information, contact 
(978) 544-8916. 

To show their patriotism, the Gill 
Memorial Committee is accepting 
donations for the placement of flags 
on utility poles in the center of Gill. 
Depending on funds received, they 
plai1 to expand the ai·ea in the future. 
The flags will be displayed from Me­
morial Day through Veterai1s' Day. 

Each flag, flag staff, and bracket 
cost approximately $43. Donations 
may be sent to: Town of Gill Memo­
rial Committee, Flag Project, 325 
Main Road, Gill, MA 01354. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@;nontaguereporter.org. 

More letters to the Editors 

Forest Vigil 
The Franklin Regional Council 

of Governments (FRCOG), head­
qua1tered in Greenfield, is one of 
the organizations promoting a cli­
mate crime in western Mass. 

In keeping with the below-the­
radar machinations of those behind 
yet another biomass scheme, FR­
COG feigns concern about climate 
change, while at the same time they 
are promoting a wood biomass 
scheme that could result in the con­
strnction of one or more wood pellet 
plants, and the devastation ofuntold 
acres of forests in our region. 

Paits of the Mohawk Trail 
Woodlands Partnership plan FR­
COG suppo1ts actually do seem 
beneficial, but all that is lost to the 

underlying contrivance for a pellet 
plantation in our region. 

Some of us in the forest protec­
tion community are thinking it is 
time FRCOG's leadership is called 
out in public for their nefarious ac­
tions, and strongly urged to work 
for real climate protection, rather 
than its destrnction. 

With that in mind, we are calling 
for a silent vigil in front ofFRCOG 
on Tuesday, March 21 - Interna­
tional Day of Forests - from 4 to 
5:30 pm. rain or shine at the Olver 
Transit Center, 12 Olive Street, 
Greenfield. 

Don Ogden 
Leverett 

Conflict Calculation 
At Montague's recent Special 

Town Meeting a member suggested 
that Town Meeting members who 
ai·e also town employees should 
identify themselves when voting on 
aiticles that may affect them or their 
family members. 

The suggestion was not adopted, 
but it called to mind some com­
ments I've heard, over the years, to 
the effect that our "representative" 
membership is weighted toward 
employees, who can thereby influ­
ence their own compensation. 

To satisfy my curiosity, and set 
to rest any concerns, I compai·ed the 
list of the 120 current TM members 
to the approximately 88 people who 
receive wages or a stipend from the 
town. I found 10, which is about 

8% of the membership total. Five of 
them relate to people who draw only 
stipends, and 2 others relate to pait­
time positions, so that leaves only 3 
related to full-time wage-earners. 

Another thought to keep in mind 
is that many town employees do 
not live in Montague, and therefore 
cannot vote on anything affecting 
their compensation - including at 
least 8 depa1tment heads, who have 
the strongest role in proposing bud­
get spending. 

In sum, though I would not call 
my quick compai·ison perfect, I 
don't see a problem here. 

John Hanold 
Turners Falls 

Was Joking Flag Problem Resolved 
I feel a need to clai'ify a comment 

that I made which was rep01ted in 
the Mai·ch 9 Montague Reporter. 

I did quip "Maybe it'd be better to 
have less people," but it was not said 
without irony, and I was clearly not 
serious. In fact I had pointed out that 
half of the folks at a meeting in Lev­
erett that I attended the night before 
said they would not be able to make 
an April 29 Town Meeting. 

It is a ti-icky decision to change 
the date of the Town Meeting to ac­
commodate residents choosing to 
paiticipate in a socio-political cause. 

Meanwhile, this is a difficult de­
cision I am personally confronting, 
as my son and his family (farmers 
in Ve1mont) want me to go with 
them to the Climate Change Mai·ch 
in Washington DC on April 29. At 
this point, I am inclined to Iniss 
town meeting and add my body to 
the march for climate sanity. 

I was appalled last Saturday after 
leaving the US Post Office in Turn­
ers Falls. I went to send off some 
mail in the morning. Upon enter­
ing the building, I noticed that the 
American flag hanging there was 
in distress. It got caught on the flag 
pole itself, like stepping on a nail. 
The flag can only free its self by 
tea1'ing completely to the end. 

I reported this situation to the 
four employees working at the front 
at that time. One spoke to me only 
from inside his office. The other 
three were standing 11ght in front of 
me. I was told that they had called it 
in already. 

Then it was added that a tree is 
too close to the flagpole now, and 
that was the real culprit. That the 
town of Montague was going to 
replace the sidewalk, and that a re­
quest was going to be made to re­
move the tree at that time. 

I stated that in the meantime, it 
Julie Shively would be best to take down the tom 

Leverett American flag, and fu1ther added 

that it was not proper to leave that 
flag hanging in that manner. 

The conversation was all polite 
and cordial. However, I left the post 
office feeling like my concerns were 
falling on indifferent ears. I sta1ted 
to feel my indignation about being 
dislnissed without any resolution to 
this unacceptable situation. 

The flag should have been re­
moved from the pole immediately, 
and if another flag could not fly as 
it should, no American flag should 
hang there until the situation is 
remedied. 

I wrote to the Montague town ad-
1ninistrator, Steve Ellis, on Sunday. 
He wrote back quickly saying that 
he would check it out. Then he later 
let me know that the ti·ee would be 
cut back next week by DPW after 
the blizzard this week. Also, he re­
layed that Al Cummings, a trustee 
with the Soldiers Memorial in Turn­
ers Falls, went down to speak with 
them at the post office, and to offer 
assistance in getting a replacement 

American flag if it was needed. 
I received an email later on Mon­

day that this flag had been taken 
down. 

I am pleased that the tom Ameri­
can flag has been removed. I am also 
delighted that before a new Ame11can 
flag is hung, the area will be cleai·ed 
enough to let it fly in all its glo1y. 

As an Ame11can citizen, an Elk, 
and a past District Deputy in the Elks, 
I hold our Americai1 flag as a symbol 
of our great nation. Our p11vileges 
and freedoms in this counhy have 
been fought for by many who would 
die, or have died, for our Ame11can 
flag and ways of life. Now the least 
we cai1 do is to ti·eat our Ame11cai1 
flag as the gem that it is. 

I appreciate eve1yone coming to­
gether in a hue community effo1t to 
co1Tect this situation so rapidly! 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Pamela J. Leste1; PDD 
Montague 2521 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Open Every Day 10 - 6 

gc>OkMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd 
Montague, MA U1351 

Two Available Spaces 

FOR RENT 
578 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 

900 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL STORE FRONT 
800 Sq. Ft. STORAGE SPACE 

Both located In 

Stav 
tuned! 

A3 

\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

OOPERATIVE 
Uy OWned Since 191 

269 High Street - Greenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-JVIcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

DOWNTOWN TURNERS FALLS! 

Call: 413·559·7345 (978)544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 
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GUEST EDITORIAL Police in the Schools? Study the Issue. 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~o§; 
now located at 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

Ee1t I11 or Talce Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS1 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUESAD ILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

"It's Just a stone's throro from re.atfty.' 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer -Wine - Liquor 

MON -SAT 7-9i SUNDAYS-8 
978-54q-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

Great Falls Middle 
School Students 

of the Week 

week ending 3/10/2017: 

Grade 6 
Alina Bochamikova 

Grade 7 
Joseph White 

Grade 8 
Taryn Thayer 

By GARRY L. EARLES 

A few local school districts have 
made the news lately regarding the 
use of, or the impending creation of, 
a School Resource Officer (SRO) po­
sition. An Act Relative to the Reduc­
tion of Gun Violence, Chapter 284 
of the Acts of 2014, was signed into 
law on August 13, 2014. It required 
school districts to have a least one 
SRO, "subject to appropriation." 

Recently, the Pioneer Regional 
SRO presented a pie chart break­
down of his time to the school com­
mittee (The Recorder, Janruuy 31, 
2017, Bl). While Pioneer's school 
connnittee members have questioned 
the use and cost of an SRO, the Deer­
field police chief praised the Frontier 
SRO position (The Recorder, Febm­
ruy 17, 2017, Bl). 

And just the other week, Mon­
tague selectboru·d chair Rich Kukle­
wicz went on the record advocating 
that some of the district's newfound 
school budget money be spent on a 
Gill-Montague SRO (The Montague 
Reporter, March 2, 2017, Al). 

Prior to approving the position 
ru1d appointing an SRO, decision­
makers need to "study up" on the 
subject, in order to lead an informed 
discussion, and ru1ive at an informed 
decision. 

What do these police officers ac­
tually do in the schools? Why ru·e 
they there? What sorts of roles do 
they play ru1d what sort of training do 
they receive about what? In essence, 
what's the scoop? 

Offering opinions not based on 
research of the topic is not a good 
educational model. And as we all 
know, opinions ru·e not facts - or at 
the least, informed positions - alter­
nate or otherwise. 

The priority for the placement of 
SROs is to enhance school safety, 
spotlighted most dramatically by, 
ru1d in response to, the Sru1dy Hook 
Elementruy School tragedy. The Pio­
neer SRO's pie chart indicated that 
52% of his time is spent in "meet and 
greet" activities with students, while 
only 3% was attributed to crime. 

Meet ru1d greets are "... informal 
interactions ... in order to build rela­
tionships." One has to wonder why 
police officers are doing that. What's 
the point, the goal? Are they trained 
to do that? 

As a licensed independent clini­
cal social worker, I have a clinical 
graduate degree, as well as oodles 
of supervision ru1d tr·aining required 
to take and pass a clinical exrun, 
followed up by ongoing continuing 
education requirements to maintain 
my clinical license. 

Despite the supposed "informal" 
nature of such relationships, relation­
ship building, especially in schools, 
is better left to trained personnel 
- social workers, guidance person­
nel, etc. - whose job it is to do so, 
without the addition, or at times the 
imposition of, "law-abiding authori­
ty." Do we not trust school personnel 
that, if really necessruy, the police 

cru1, and will be contacted? 
Law enforcement will, no doubt, 

insist that SROs do enhance school 
safety, a "heading off at the pass" 
of potential problems, so to speak. 
Unfortunately, that isn't necessarily 
the case, as an April 2016 journal 
article by two University of Ten­
nessee reseru·chers associated with 
the University's College of Social 
Work, revealed: School Resource 
Officers and Students' Feelings of 
Safety at School (See: Youth Vio­
lence and Juvenile Justice 2016, 
Vol. 14(2) 130-146). 

Another article, False Sense of 
Security: Police make schools safer 
- right? by Maya Lindberg (Teach­
ing Tolerance, Spring 2015) raises 
serious implications about the use of 
SROs. 

When Montague Chief Chip 
Dodge was advocating for establish­
ing an SRO for the Gill-Montague 
district at Montague's annual town 
meeting a couple yeru-s back, he 
proffered a detailed description. In 
response, I stated that he presented 
a job description for a professional 
social worker, one trained to provide 
counseling, support, and instruc­
tion, as well as one versed in making 
home visits, services that necessitate 
in-depth training and supervision. 

While SROs receive tr·aining 
- e.g. a 40-hour basic course devel­
oped by the National Association of 
School Resource Officers (see nasro. 
orglbasic-sro-course )- there's a lack 
of consistency, and even more so of 
supervision. 

Regrettably, that Association's 
website provides no list of their 
tr·ainer-s, or of their backgrounds that 
would qualify them as tr·ainer-s. Given 
the broad scope of the 40-hour tr·ain­
ing, information about the expertise 
of the trainers is importru1t. 

In line with tr·aining is supervi­
sion. In professional social work, a 
portion of one's educational tr·aining, 
and subsequent employment time, is 
set aside for supervision wherein se­
nior clinical staff supervise "new in 
the field" worker-s. Such experienced 
supervisors ru·e lacking for SROs. To 
me, this is critical, as police officer-s 
I've asked say the students who come 
into contact with SROs ru·e, quite 
often, those students challenged by 
mental health conditions. 

To be clear, I am not questioning 
the chru·acter or sincerity of such per­
sonnel, rather the appropriateness of 
police officer-s in schools, whether as 
teachers ( of certain classes), as tr·ain­
er-s, as mentor-s, and especially as in­
formal counselors. If they wish to act 
in those capacities, they should do so 
in the community, where their pur­
pose is generally known ru1d accept­
ed, so as not to muddy the water as 
when plying their trade in schools. 

Or, as many choose, help kids as 
a private citizen. Or consider obtain­
ing a degree in social work. 

Sadly, there have been recent in­
stances of SROs, who despite their 
love of students and specific SRO 
tr·aining, acted authoritatively and 

callously. Their lack of knowledge 
about child and adolescent develop­
ment, and child and adolescent men­
tal health in pruticular, was obvious 
from the videos that circulated on­
line. (See the CNN videos, "Deputy 
sued for hru1dcuffing disabled chil­
dren," August 2015; "South Caroli­
na student's violent aITest caught on 
video," October 2015; and "North 
Cru'Olina officer slruns girl, 15, to 
floor in video," Janruuy 2017.) 

Such incidents ru·e more common 
than imagined. The usual responses 
offered by law enforcement person­
nel ru·e that the SROs acted accord­
ingly, that they intervened at the 
behest of school administrators, that 
they did what needed to be done ( as 
in de-escalated a situation?), and that 
they really understru1d and love these 
kids. 

After all, many - ru1d not just 
in law enforcement - assert that 
the students ''know the mies," ru1d 
when breaking them, should "suf­
fer the consequences." There are 
those who insist, despite a student's 
mental health profile, that students 

consciously choose to behave in cer­
tain ways and therefore will be held, 
rather than accountable, responsible. 

It is as if to say to them, "Just 
because you have [ADHD, bipolar, 
OCD, Tourette, etc.], you still have 
to behave like the rest of us." Zero 
tolerance rides to the rescue! 

Before investing time, money ru1d 
energy in establishing local SRO 
positions, those advocating for such 
personnel, as well as those charged 
with making the decision about fill­
ing the position, would do well to 
inform themselves via reserud1ed 
articles and discussions with knowl­
edgeable community per-sons. Isn't 
that what we challenge students to 
do ... read up on a topic before mak­
ing a presentation? 

Gather diver-se information, read 
it, take notes, and then discuss it or 
wiite about it from ru1 informed per­
spective. That's education. 

Gany L. Earles is a Licensed In­
dependent Clinical Social Worker 
(UCSW). He lives in Turners Falls. 

March 18: Deadline for 
Democrats to Run in Caucus 
MONTAGUE - Democrats 

who would like to be placed on the 
March 29 Town Democratic Cau­
cus ballot for nomination to nm as 
a pruty candidate in the May Town 
Office election must make their 
declru·ation of candidacy by Satur­
day, Mru·ch 18 at 5 p.m. 

Written notice should be sent to 
town Democratic Party Chair, Jay 
DiPucchio, at 35 Centr·al Street, 
Turners Falls, or emailed tojdipuc­
chio@verizon.net by the deadline. 

So fru·, only Democratic incum­
bents have filed intention to nm in 
the caucus, scheduled for Wednes­
day, March 29 at 6:30 to 7 p m. in 
the second floor meeting room of 
town hall. There are open seats for 
Library Tmstees. 

Anyone interested may contact 
Jay by the deadline to inquire of 
the ctment status of positions and 
candidates. Only Democrats reg­
istered as of December 31, 2016 
may mn in the caucus, but any 
Democrat or registered un-en­
rolled voter as of December 31 

may vote in the caucus. 
The Democratic Town Caucus is 

a parallel mechanism to the norni­
nation signature-gathering process 
with the Town Clerk for encourag­
ing ru1d identifying citizens to nm 
for office who can bring their tal­
ent to serving Montague through 
its formal government. 

The caucus is operated just like 
precinct balloting, with checkers 
confirming eligible voters at the 
door, secret balloting with a ballot 
box, and counting and seeming of 
ballots at the end of voting. Any­
one aITiving and in line to vote by 
the close of balloting at 7 pm. will 
be able to vote. 

The Democratic Town Com­
mittee is also operating the State 
Democratic Convention Delegate 
Nomination caucus immediately 
following town office balloting. 
That meeting will select 5 delegates 
to attend the June 3 Convention in 
Worcester. Any registered Mon­
tague Democrat may pruticipate. 

WBOA Presents 

THE WOMEN'S NIGHT OF COMEDY 
Thursday, March 23 at 5 p.m. 

at the Log Cabin in Holyoke 

Full plated dinner, boutique shopping, 

50/50 draw, and three amazing comediennes! 

Tickets are $55, in support of 

Safe Passage and Smart Girls Charities 

www.womensnightofcomedyorg 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

OPEN DAILY 
LUNCH and DINNER 

2q Federal St.. Greenfield 
773-0333 / thepeoplespintcom 

Renaissan5t Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

A worker co-op in Greenfield, MA 
www.realpickles.com I (413) 774·2600 
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MARTIN from page A 1 
Stanford graduate student Sharese 
King, we have more evidence of the 
institutional racism pervading the 
American justice system. 

Delving into an impo1tant and 
previously unexamined aspect of 
the case of Florida vs. Zimmerman, 
in a lecture delivered to a capacity 
crowd on Friday, F ebruaiy 17, at 
UMass's Integrative Leaining Cen­
ter, Rickford demonstrates the ball'i­
er to justice presented by the failme 
of the State of Florida to provide an 
interpreter for Martin's girlfriend, 
Rachel Jeantel, who delivered her 
crucial testimony in a Caribbean in­
flected vai·iant of African American 
Vernacular English. 

Rickford's careful analysis of 
Jeantel's speech patterns and lexicon 
shows not only that she is an entirely 
credible and cogent witness, but also 
tells us that Jeantel, the only contem­
poraneous witness to Maitin's kill­
ing, was in practical tenns unable to 
be heai·d in comt. 

Her testimony was not even con­
sidered by jmors dming their delib­
erations leading to Zilmnerman's 
acquittal. 

An ear witness, Rachel Jeantel 
was on a cell phone call with her 
boyfriend as he ran from Zimmer­
man. She continued talking with 
him up until the ve1y moment of 
his death. Yet, as rep01ted in Lois 
Bloom's mgent new book, "Sus­
picion Nation," Jeantel's six hom 
testimony was entirely disregarded 
- never even refeITed to dming 16 
homs of deliberations - by the six 
member jmy, not one of whom was 
African American. 

Rickford sets out to show that 
language itself has been colonized 
in the American comtroom. White 
standards for speakil1g English 
dominate and help determil1e the 
sentences of black Americans who 
speak a regulai·, easily transcribed 
and translated dialect, but who are 
too often mism1derstood or ignored 
by white judges and jmies. 

On the waim and rainy night of 
Febmaiy 26, 2012, as Trayvon Mai·­
tii1 (I 7 yeai·s old; 158 lbs; 5 foot 11 
inches tall) retm11ed from a trip to a 
7-11 convenience store canying the 
m10pened bag of Skittles he had just 
pmchased, he had a fatal encounter 
with George Zilmnerman (28 years 
old; 185 lbs; 5 foot 8 inches tall), a 
volm1teer neighborhood watch co­
ordinator for The Retreat at Twil1 
Lakes, the multi-ethnic gated com­
mmlity in Sanford, Florida where 
Martii1 was staying temporarily with 
his father and his father's fiancee. 

Zilnme1man told police he was 
drivil1g to a grocery store when he 
spotted Martil1, on his way back 
from the 7-11, taking a sh01tcut be­
tween the apaitment buildings at the 
Retreat on his way home. 

Awai·e of a number of recent 
break-ins at the Retreat, Zimmennan 
called Sanford police at 7:09 p.m. to 
report Maitin as "a real suspicious 
guy," who was ''just walking around 
looking about" in the raii1. 

''This guy is up to no good, or he 
is on dmgs or something," Zimmer­
man told the police dispatcher. Dm-

il1g his six-minute phone call with 
police, Zilmnerman is also heai·d to 
say, "These assholes, they always get 
away." 

The police dispatcher asked Zim­
me1man if he were following the 
yom1g black male he'd spotted walk­
il1g il1 the rain. 

Zirnme1man replied, "Yeah." 
The dispatcher said, ''We don't 

need you to do that," and told Zim­
me1man a cmiser was on the way. 
Zirnme1man agreed to meet respond­
il1g officers at his parked truck, by 
the mailboxes at the front entrance to 
the gated community. 

But Zirnme1man did not wait for 
police to ai11ve. He left his tiuck, 
aimed with a 9 1nm semi-automatic, 
and followed Trayvon Martiii. Less 
than a minute and fifteen seconds 
later, Zimme1man had encountered, 
struggled with, and fatally shot the 
una1med 17-year-old. 

Had the jmors in the 2nd-degree 
mmder trial of George Zilmnerman 
been able to m1derstand the testilno­
ny of Martin's girlfi'iend - if a comt 
il1terpreter had been provided, as 
one certaiitly would have been for a 
French-language speaker or a speak­
er of Louisiana Creole, for example 
- they would have heard a witI1ess 
speaking in compelling tenns of her 
knowledge that Maitin was not the 
aggressor in the encounter with Zim­
me1man leading up to his death. 

Zirnme1man, acting agaiiist police 
advice, was stalking and pmsuing 
Ma1tin, not "standing his ground." 

He killed an unanned teenager 
canyil1g a bag of Skittles. His ac­
quittal on grom1ds of self-defense 
stands as an indictment of Ame11-
ca 's il1ability and unwillingness to 
understand the words of black crime 
victims and their witI1esses. 

If Black lives matter, so do the 
testilnonies of Black victims of crime 
and the wimesses to it. 

Dr. Rickford laid out his case 
in the UMass lecture, leading stu­
dents and faculty (many linguists 
among them) il1 a cai·eful, step by 
step analysis of Rachel Jeantel's 
mode of speakil1g, showil1g how her 
specific expressions led to multiple 
mism1derstandings by jmors in the 
Zilmne1man ti'ial. 

Language, as Rickford points 
out, does reflect cultme and back­
ground. In conducting his exami­
nation of her discomse, Rickford 
focuses on examples of Jeantel's 
distinctive African American Ver­
naculai· English (AAVE). 

Rickford is aware of potential 
c11ticism. In a recent a1ticle with 
Sharese King which won the "Best 
Paper in Language" award for 2016, 
they wi'ite: 

Why should Rachel Jeantet and 
her testimony in this historically 
significant trial be of interest to 
linguists? 

As a close friend ofTrayvon Mar­
tin, talking with him by cell phone 
about Zimmennan '.s' profiling and 
following him until moments before 
his death, Jeantet was akin to Tray­
von '.s' being in the courtroom himself, 
testifying on his own behalf 

She was the prosecution '.s' star 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER AS 

TURNERS FALLS HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS - WINTER STATS 

Boys Basketball: Girls Basketball: 

Three- Free Total Points Three- Free Total Points 
pointers throws points per game pointers throws points per game 

Tionne Brown 21 55 284 12.3 Maddy Chmyzinski 44 92 342 15.5 
career 41 116 633 career 93 296 987 

Josh Obuchowski 3 5 114 11.4 Aliyah Sanders JO 34 160 7.3 
career 5 39 298 22 99 403 

Nick C1·oteau 25 11 130 5.9 
career 

Abby Loynd 7 31 114 5.2 career 48 27 259 
Tyler Lavin 30 14 176 8.0 career 21 85 252 

career 40 21 255 Chloe Ellis 3 30 I 19 5.7 

Kyle Bergmann 0 36 160 7.0 career 3 74 239 
career 0 53 243 Kylie Fleming JO 24 134 6.1 

Anthony Peterson 0 37 167 7.3 career 13 36 197 
career 0 45 211 Emma Miner 4 9 39 1.9 

Ricky Ci-aver 17 JO 127 5.8 career 4 25 149 
career 33 11 208 Hailey Bogusz 0 9 23 1.1 

James Vaughn JO 22 128 5.6 
13 31 172 career 0 20 58 career 

Jeremy Wolfram 0 4 36 2.1 Lexi Lacey 0 6 22 1.1 

career 0 5 91 career 3 JO 55 
Javonni Williams 0 8 68 3.1 Dabney Rollins 0 5 25 1.8 

career 0 9 77 career 0 7 47 
Ian Moriarty 0 0 14 0.7 Sarah Waldron 0 I I 0.4 

career 0 2 18 career 2 3 17 
Marcus Sanders 3 0 13 1.4 Taylor Muphy 0 3 25 1.6 
Chase Novak 2 0 12 2.0 
Kyle Dodge 0 0 8 1.6 

Ice Hockey: 
Points Goals Assists PPG Points Goals Assists PPG 

Doug Hanieski (F) 25 9 
career 43 19 

Bryan Baumann (F) 24 12 
career 24 12 

Ethan Laftem· (F) 15 6 
career 22 8 

Bryce Jordan (F) 14 9 
career 25 14 

Mason Whiteman (F) JI 6 
career 19 8 

Camden Barnes (D) 8 3 
career 9 3 

Dalton DeForest (F) 6 0 
career JO 2 

Aul'el Pydych (F) 6 0 
career 8 1 

Adam Coffin (F) 5 4 
career 8 5 

witness, testifying for nearly six 
hours, longer than any other single 
witness at the trial. 

However, her vernacular speech 
was pilloried on social media, and 
one of the six jurors (B3 7) said, in 
a TV interview with CNN'.s' Anderson 
Cooper after the trial (July 15,2013), 
that she found Jean tel both "hard to 
understand" and "not credible." 

In the end, despite her centrality 
to the case, no one mentioned Jean­
tel in [more than 16 hours of] jury 
deliberations ... In a sense, Jeanteh 
dialect was found guilty as a prelude 
to and contributing element in Zim­
merman s acquittal. 

In an attempt to unlock how 
Jeantel's specific mllllller of speak­
il1g ilnpacted the jmors and general 
public, Rickford and King analyzed 
Jeantel's usage in nearly fifteen 
homs oftI'ial-related events in which 
she was recorded. 

To perfo1m their analysis, they 
extracted a great many examples of 
Jeantel's speech patterns, ably ana­
lyzing her pronunciation, the internal 
structm·e of her words and the way 
she put those words together to create 
phrases, both qualitatively and quan­
titatively. This method, common to 
linguistic investigation of dialects, is 
termed variationist phonological and 
morphosyntactical analysis. 

Key to refuting the centi·al point 
of the defe1ise, the claiin that Zim­
me1man was "standii1g his ground" 
and acting in self-defense when he 
shot Martin at point blank range, 

16 1.7 Cassidhe Wozniak (F) 5 2 3 I 
24 career 5 2 3 
12 1.7 Michael McGoldrick (D) 5 3 2 .08 
12 career 
9 1.2 Chris Ul'giel (F) 
14 career 
5 1.3 Zach Smith (F) 
11 career 
5 1.4 Alec Jordan 
11 career 
5 1.1 Joyzan Gonzales (F) 
6 career 
6 1.2 
8 Goalte11ders 
6 I Michael McGoldrick 
7 Jordyn Lavallee 
I I Na than Pelletier 
8 

dming the com-se of their brief final 
snuggle (wimessed by residents of 
the Ren·eat at Twil1 Lakes), are pas­
sages in Jeantel's testimony like this 
one: "I told hiin, 'Keep mnning.' He 
- and he said, 'Naw,' he'll just walk 
faster. I'm like, 'Oh, oh.' And I - I 
ain't complain, 'cause he was breath­
ing hai·d, so I unde1-stand why ... " 

Among the many phrases of il1ter­
estthat Rickford considered"sti'iking 
examples of dialect mism1derstand­
ing or clash in the comtroo1n," was 
the te1m "creepy-ass cracka," which 
Jeantel quoted Ma1tin as usil1g in 
reference to Zimmennan, who was 
following him. Rickford and King 
note that ''the creepy-ass cracka" 
[cracker or White pe1-son] expres­
sion, was "shocking and alienating 
to the White jmors." And yet, as they 
point out, the expression "derives 
from a common, productive process 
in AA VE that is heai·d as neuti·al in 
uncensored mode." 

While Rickford and Kii1g pe1form 
far more exhaustive analyses of Je­
antel 's speech, their reason for doing 
so is not simply academic: "Tray­
von Martii1 and Rachel Jeantel were 
'heai·d' as nonstandai·d, therefore 
less credible and more culpable than 
George Zirnme1man, who, it should 
be noted, never took the stand." 

In sh01t, dialect mlfamilia11ty 
coupled with institutionalized racism 
essentially freed Zimmennan and re­
cast Martii1 as the "outsider" culp11t. 

According to the Fifth Amend­
ment's proscription agailist double 
jeopai·dy, there is no way to appeal 

5 3 2 
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JO 6 4 
2 I I I 
3 1 2 
I 0 I I 
6 2 4 
I I 0 I 
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Save percentage 
83.5% 
80.5% 
79.3% 

Zilmnerman's not guilty verdict. 
Two civil cases have sil1ce been 
fought in an effo1t to seek damages 
and a measme of justice for Trayvon 
Maitin's fainily; both cases resulted 
in a fail me to convict Zimme1man. 

It may be too late to seek jus­
tice for Trayvon. But Rickford and 
King are calling on all ofus to push 
for il1terpreters or facilitators of 
African American Vernacular Eng­
lish to be present in the comtrooms 
for the next Trayvon Martil1, the 
next Rachel Jeantel. And not just 
il1 comtrooms - but in classroo1ns, 
job fairs, doctors' offices, "and ev­
e1ywhere where speech and lan­
guage matter," and where justice 
for Africai1 American speakers of 
non-standard English is absent. 

After all, as the authors note in 
"Language and Linguistics on Tri­
al: Heaiing Rachel Jeantel in the 
Comtroom and Beyond," Language 
Vol. 92, No.4 (2016) - the journal of 
the Linguistic Society of America 
- "in 2010 the Dmg Eilforcement 
Association put out a call for 1line 
Ebonics (AAVE) ti·llllSlators in the 
Southeastern United States to help 
interpret wiretapped conversations 
involvil1g targets of undercover 
drng il1vestigations. 

"Clearly, the need for AAVE 
translators or interpreters has been 
recognized il1 the United States for 
assisting police investigations, but 
not (yet) for assisting witnesses or 
defendants ( or transcribers or comt 
reporters) in prison and the lil.llll 
comtroom." II~ 
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SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

Bringing Peace to Tired Muscles 
Too much shoveling or show-shoeing, 

Ca1pal Tunnel or Thoracic Outlet Syndrome? 
Serving the Area for over 25 years Cerfif1ed • Bonaed• lnsur;,11 

We Install all Types of locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
- We Ma~ter Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Comblnations Changed 

28 Montague S1reeI 
Turners Fans, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(fonnerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

Let me help 

Gretchen Wetherby LMT 
Massage Offices in She!btu·ne Falls and Millers Falls 

www.gretchenwetherbymassagetherapy.com 

gretchenwlmt@gmail.com 413-824-7063 
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from any documented vernal pool. 
One wetland would be impacted, 

and Sunnectivity worked with DEP 
to find a suitable replacement site. 
The fourth site that they looked at 
was one that DEP scientists felt had 
the proper conditions for it to suc-
ceed as a new wetland. 

The company reviewed the new 
plan with Wendell’s conservation 
commission, at its February 7 meet-
ing, at which con com chair Robin 
Heubel asked for more information 
so the con com could, at its March 14 
meeting, make an informed ruling on 
how the proposal fits with Wendell’s 
wetlands protection bylaw. 

That March 14 meeting was post-
poned to an unspecified date because 
of this week’s snowstorm.

An update for the wetland protec-
tion bylaw is on the agenda of the 
March 16 special town meeting, but 
since the original application was 
made under the old bylaw, those 
are the conditions that Sunnectivity 
must meet. The state has changed its 
SREC (solar and renewable energy 
credits) incentives for renewable en-
ergy to SMART, another acronym, 
and a program that gives less support 
for projects than SRECs do.

Werlin, speaking for Sunnectiv-
ity, also offered to pay the $5,100 
that the town paid for its wetland 
consultant. Selectboard chair 
Christine Heard was not sure if 
that could be done legally. Werlin 
suggested a brown paper bag, left 
conveniently, but no one came up 
with a good location.

If the project is built according to 
the new plan, Sunnectivity will pay 
Wendell $12,500 a year as payment 
in lieu of (property) taxes, and will 
give the town a 20% discount on its 
municipal electric bills. Residents 
will be offered a 10% discount on 
their electric bills. 

Board members signed an agree-
ment to accept the 20% discount.

Another solar project is being 
worked on as a true “community” 
solar project. Under this proposal, 
a resident can buy panels as he sees 
fit, and get credit towards the electric 
bill just as if the panels were on his 
home or property. It would be a good 

choice for someone whose property 
does not have good exposure to di-
rect sunlight. 

The property that proponents are 
looking at is the town-owned house 
and lot at 97 Wendell Depot Road, a 
property that has also drawn interest 
for its historic value and a place to 
keep town relics, and as a potential 
ball field. 

Werlin said that this project would 
face wetland considerations just as 
the Sunnectivity project. An update 
of the town’s 1988 wetlands protec-
tion bylaw is on the warrant of the 
March 16 special town meeting, and 
if that update passes, the community 
solar project would have to comply 
with the new bylaw.

Broadband Update
The selectboard moved along the 

slow and murky process of bringing 
internet service to homes in Wendell 
by agreeing to sign a letter that has 
two resolutions to be forwarded to 
the Massachusetts Broadband In-
stitute (MBI), as proposed by the 
broadband committee. 

The first resolution confirmed 
Wendell’s interest in “working with 
Westfield Gas & Electric (WG&E) 
through WiredWest to provide de-
sign and engineering services and 
construction project management for 
a town-owned fiber to the premises 
network, based upon the fee sched-
ule that was in the WG&E response 
to MBI’s private partner RFP.”

The second confirmed the se-
lectboard’s “preference to build 
a municipally-owned fiber to the 
premises broadband network.” It 
continued, “At this time, we support 
the WiredWest Regional Broadband 
Solution to manage and operate the 
Town network on a regional basis, 
in conjunction with other towns that 
subscribe to the services offered by 
Wired West.”

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
said the plan is an improvement over 
the original WiredWest plan, but he 
still has concerns about the numbers. 
Financing does not include paying 
for a depreciation reserve, and the 
borrowing would not be through a 
bond, but through revolving one year 
notes. That would save bonding and 

audit fees, but interest rates over the 
next 20 or 30 years are unpredictable. 
He said the town should ask MBI to 
“unlock” the spreadsheets showing 
the formulas that it uses.

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser said that people have con-
tacted him prepared to just start 
construction, independent of MBI 
financing. (There are also towns-
people who do not want an internet 
connection at all.) 

The 2015 annual town meeting au-
thorized borrowing $1.9 million for 
building an internet network, but the 
whole landscape has changed since 
that vote. The WiredWest figure for 
basic service was $49 a month, and 
now one more current figure for that 
basic service is $100 a month. 

Both Pooser and Keller felt that 
another vote taken with the new in-
formation might be a good idea.

Other Business
Keller reported that town facili-

ties engineer Jim Slavas bought a 
new $1,800 grinder pump to replace 
the one that has ground and pumped 
waste water from the library up to 
the town common where it can flow 
by gravity to the town septic system. 

While he was in the hole chang-
ing the pumps, librarian Rosie 
Heidkamp held keys to the library 
washrooms, but still Slavas was 
treated to a flush.

Heard said she spoke with po-
lice chief Ed Chase, who has not yet 
reached retirement age of 70 years 
old, but does not necessarily want to 
retire when he does reach that age. 

Keller said the town should con-
tact state senator Stan Rosenberg to 
file home rule legislation that would 
allow Chase to remain chief beyond 
his 70th birthday, but that the town 
should also continue to look for a re-
placement.

Heard said that minutes of select-
board meetings on the town website 
are not listed in order as they oc-
curred, but instead follow the dates 
so that all January meetings are fol-
lowed by all February meetings, and 
so on. Pooser asked town coordina-
tor Nancy Aldrich to send an email 
to the website committee and see 
if they can make the default listing 

By JOSH HEINEMANN

This article will appear in print 
in the afternoon of Thursday, March 
16, the day of Wendell’s scheduled 
special town meeting, and so this 
summary of the warrant will only 
give a short head start for someone 
who wants to understand the articles 
ahead of time. 

The ten-article warrant is posted 
on the town office building entry-
way and the town website. Article 
1 would pay a $47.70 highway bill 
of prior year. 

Article 2 would correct a mis-
print of a 1986 discontinued Cold 
Brook Road. The town has been 
maintaining and plowing to the 
end, where selectboard member 
Dan Keller and others live, the only 
place a truck can turn around, but 
the coordinates of the discontinu-
ance have maintenance stopped 
midway in the road. 

A survey done in the process of 
creating a conservation restriction 
found the discrepancy, and this 
article would bring the road lay-

out in line with what the town is 
already doing.

Article 3 is designed to oppose 
the president’s effort to target recent 
and undocumented immigrants, and 
Article 4 would require Wendell’s 
schools to educate immigrant chil-
dren, regardless of legal status.

Article 5 is a nine-page update 
and clarification of Wendell’s wet-
land protection bylaw. The original 
bylaw was passed in 1988, and has 
not been revisited since then. It has 
been found needing clarification 
and some specificity.

Article 6 would create a meet-
inghouse historic district, which 
might allow the Friends of the Wen-
dell Meetinghouse to get grants for 
restoring the meetinghouse.

Articles 7 and 8 deal with long-
term camping on private property, 
and the sanitary requirements for 
stays of longer than 14 days.

Article 9 states that invalidation 
of one part of a bylaw does not in-
validate the entire bylaw, and Arti-
cle 10 is for any other legal business, 
and usually closes the meeting.  
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WENDELL SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Under Deliberation... 

chronological.
Three important town positions 

follow three-year rotations, but those 
three – town clerk, tax collector, and 
treasurer – all are on the same cycle. 
Keller suggested making a one-time 
four year term to put them out of 
phase with each other.

Margo Culley suggested a town 
meeting article that would instruct 
our federal representative to look 
into illegal activity by the current 
president with the idea of initiating 
impeachment. The warrant for the 
March 16 special town meeting is al-
ready posted so it is too late for that 
meeting, but there is time to put such 
an article on the annual town meet-
ing warrant.

Aldrich reported that the town’s 
free cash is certified at $173,989.

She also said that New Salem’s 
assessment for Swift River School is 
up $100,000 and Wendell’s assess-

ment is up $160,000. Fin com chair 
Doug Tanner and others requested a 
joint meeting of the two towns’ se-
lectboards and finance committees.

Garden committee chair Katie 
Nolan and member John Craddock 
made a budget request of $600 for 
the garden. After an initial outlay 
by the town for tools and the tool-
shed, which also houses the town’s 
snowblower, committee members 
have used their own money for re-
placement tools, for stakes, for wood 
chips and stone dust for the paths, 
for mulch and fertilizer, and for parts 
of the watering system that were not 
paid for by a grant. 

Board members agreed that 
the request could be a line item at 
the annual town meeting, and No-
lan and Craddock will bring their 
idea to the fin com at their 
March 15 meeting.

SCENE REPORT

The Standing Rock Sioux March on Washington
By dAVId dETMOld

wASHINGTON, dC – Was 
it the largest gathering of Native 
Nations in North America – as some 
described last Friday’s Stand with 
Standing Rock March on the White 
House? 

I can’t say; but it would not 
surprise me.

Tribal People from all corners of 
Turtle Island were there – including 
the young people’s drum and dance 
troupe I followed most of the mile 
long route past the Capitol to the 
White House. I followed them 
through intermittent snow and 
rain and chilly winds. These great 

young dancers were clearly from 
somewhere south of our border. 

There were certainly First Nations 
from Canada among the 5,000 to 
8,000 marchers gathered to support 
the Standing Rock Lakota Sioux 
tribe. Demands were delivered 
to the White House calling for a 
halt to the Dakota Access Pipeline 
– which threatens Standing Rock’s 
water supply, as well as that of other 
downstream communities on the 
Missouri River.

The streets were filled with 
Natives in feathered headdresses, 
beadworked shawls, lofting banners 
of tribes from coast to coast. They 
resounded with the ululations of the 

women, the war cries of the men; 
the smell of burning sweet grass and 
sage rose to the rooftops. 

Tourists wandering across 
the marchers’ path responded in 
various ways – some got right into 
the rhythm of the drums, others 
held their wives close, struck by a 
sudden feeling that their sightseeing 
tour had suddenly turned wild.

The march departed from Army 
Corps of Engineers Headquarters, 
after prolonged harangue from a 
deep voiced man shouting through 
a bullhorn: “Are you not honorable 
people?! Why are you not honoring 
the treaties the Sioux forced you to 
sign in 1851 and 1868? Check your 

Constitution! These treaties are still 
the law of the land!” 

But no one from the Army Corps 
would come down to talk with the 
Lakota on the finer points of law.

At the White House, monks and 
nuns from Leverett Peace Pagoda 
were joined by Medicine Men 
and Fancy Dancers in a circle of 
chanting, drumming, and dancing 
until the sun suddenly burst through 
above them – to great cheers from 
the crowd.

Did the Administration hear the 
plea of the Standing Rock Lakota 
to stop the pipeline and protect the 
water on which all life depends? 

Perhaps. We’ll see.

shore, as they wended their way 
from one end or the other of the 
bridge to arrive at the judgment 
picket above a sluiceway that 
carries lake overflow to a stream 
which empties into the Sawmill 
River in Montague Center.

The event date range was Feb-
ruary 22 through April 19. Those 
dates represent the earliest and 
latest dates ice has left the lake 
since the contest began. The con-
test’s end date was determined by’s end date was determined bys end date was determined by 
ice departure results in 1978.

The start date was established 
in 2012, and this year’s winning’s winnings winning 
date is the second earliest. 
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Certified Arborist 
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Are you looking for A FULFILLING SUMMER JOB?  
Do you enjoy interacting with children?  

Then look no further, the Erving Summer Park Program is the place 
for you!  We are currently seeking a DIRECTOR, ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR and COUNSELORS to finish our 2017 summer team.  

Requirements for a Counselor:  Must be at least 16 years of age, 
Energetic, Punctual, Responsible, Cooperative, Flexible, 

Creative, and preferred experience with children.  

Director and Assistant Director:  In addition to all of 
the above, you must be at least 18 years of age, Organized, 

a Leader, and MUST have experience with Children.

Come fill out an application and meet your prospective team at our 
OPEN HOUSE on April 2, from 9 to 11 a.m., 18 Pleasant Street, Erving.  

Questions? rec@erving-ma.org.

Invitation to public information session on 
proposed changes to the Montague ZonIng Bylaws

In accordance with Town Plans, the Montague Planning Board is proposing several 
changes to the Zoning Bylaws that are designed to facilitate development in and 
around village centers and to balance new development with land conservation. 

The proposed changes include provisions that would permit flag-shaped lots, Open 
Space Residential Development, and Planned Unit Developments. The Board will 
offer the public an interactive opportunity to learn about these proposed changes 

on Tuesday March 28 at 6 p.m. at Montague Town Hall, One Avenue A. Your 
feedback and participation are encouraged. Draft proposals are available on the 

Town Website at www.montague-ma.gov or you can learn more ahead of the 
session by contacting the Montague Town Planner at (413) 863-3200 x 207.

Ron Sicard, Planning Board Chair

the price point $99 for the whole 
year. It��� a ��ic��� affor�a�le way��� a ��ic��� affor�a�le way�� a ��ic��� affor�a�le way 
for ����y people to help ��il� com-
m�nity an� collectively ma�e a 
financial impact on some Franklin 
Co�nty charitie��. 

“Any mem�er i�� eligi�le to nom-
inate a county-based non-profit. The 
name�� of three nominate� organiza-
tion�� are cho��en at ran�om at the 
meetings. The nominating member 
then has five minutes to speak about 
the organization with time ��et a��i�e 
for ��e��tion�� an� an��wer��. 

“The members then anonymous-
ly vote for their favorite of the three 
nominations. The votes are tallied, 
an� each mem�er write�� a chec� for 
$33 on the ��pot for a collective gift 
to the a����ociation which receive�� 
the mo��t vote��.”

Ri�eo�t note�� that the ��teering 

committee wante� to ma�e the event 
an enjoyable evening. That�s �hy��� why�� why 
the Shea Theater �as selected for 
the ven�e: a warm�� frien�ly environ-
ment where people can come after 
wor��� ��y a �eer�� get a free ��nac��� 
an� ��ocialize when the event �egin�� 
at 5:30. The business portion of the 
meeting ��tart�� at 6. Networ�ing fol-
low�� the clo��e of the get-together.

“We�re thin�ing a�o�t a��ing�re thin�ing a�o�t a��ingre thin�ing a�o�t a��ing 
other feat�re�� for f�t�re meeting����” 
��ai� Re�ecca�� “li�e live m���ic�� g�e��t 
��pea�er���� ��pecial g�e��t�� – all �in��� 
of intere��ting offering�� to ma�e the 
night even more f�n.” 

The steering committee plans to 
invite the non-profit recipient of the 
first meeting of “100 Who Care – 
Franklin County” to attend the sec-
on� get-together an� ��pea� a�o�t it�� 
non-profit specifically and the �ork 
of a non-profit in general.

“We�re hoping to �ecome part of�re hoping to �ecome part ofre hoping to �ecome part of 
the 100 Who Care Alliance,” said 
Rideout. The Bennington College 
al�mna note�� that the propo��e� lo-
cal chapter is a perfect fit for people 
who are alrea�y ����y ��t want to 
ma�e an impact on an� learn more 
a�o�t their comm�nity.

Ho� did the idea for 100 Who 
Care Franklin County come about? 
“Carolyn [Moore] hear� a�o�t a 
gro�p in Keene�� New Hamp��hire��” 
��ai� Ri�eo�t. “She atten�e� a meet-
ing there an� �ro�ght the concept 
to ���.”

The Franklin County steering 
committee commence� planning 
sessions in December. The daunting 
task began to unfold as the fledgling 
gro�p reache� o�t to their in�ivi��-
al personal net�orks, printed flyers, 
an� �egan getting the wor� o�t.

“What we feel i�� mo��t inviting 

about 100 Who Care,” said Rebec-” ��ai� Re�ec-��ai� Re�ec-
ca�� “i�� it�� tr�ly �emocratic nat�re. 
Any mem�er can nominate a non-
profit of its choice follo�ed by vot-
ing. It��� a real-time �emocratic pro-��� a real-time �emocratic pro-�� a real-time �emocratic pro-
ce���� that happen�� �efore o�r very 
eye��. We hope event�ally to get 
people involve� an� motivate�. It�������� 
a ��ocial event�� too. It��� an i�eal way��� an i�eal way�� an i�eal way 
to meet people in o�r comm�nity�� 
while ma�ing ��mall �onation�� to lo-
cal charitie�� that nee� f�n�ing.”

The 100 Who Care Alliance 
c�rrently ha�� over 400 f�nction-
ing chapter���� with co�ntle���� more 
in development. There are men�s,��������� 
women����� men an� women����� an������ men an� women����� an����� men an� women����� an������ an����� an� 
chil�ren��� �teen�� an� yo�th�� gro�p����� �teen�� an� yo�th�� gro�p���� �teen�� an� yo�th�� gro�p�� 
thro�gho�t the worl� incl��ing 
A���tralia�� the Cari��ean I��lan����� 
Irelan��� Mexico�� an� Singapore. 
The alliance is a po�erful force, 
�tilizing the ��trength an� i�ea�� of 

one h�n�re� people or more in each 
chapter to lift neigh�orhoo����� re-
gion���� an� even nation��.

In 2006�� Karen D�nigan of the 
Center for Family Health estab-
lished the initial “100�� Women100�� Women 
Who Care” in �ac���on�� Mi����o�ri.” in �ac���on�� Mi����o�ri. 
That group met four times a year. 
Forbes Magazine�� the Toronto Star�� 
an� the �oo� Be the Miracle �y Re-
gina Brett have �ritten about the 
“100” phenomenon.phenomenon.  

The March 22 event at the Shea 
will ta�e place from 5:30 to 7 p m. 
If yo� wo�l� li�e to ��ign �p or get 
more information�� plea��e call Re-
becca Rideout at (413) 658-8038, 
or e-mail her at 100wcfc@gmail.
com.  Yo� may al��o learn more 
or join on Facebook by entering a 
search for “100 Who Care 
Franklin County.” 

Place your business card here (12 Week minimum). call 863-8666
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position for airport Manager open
The Town of Montague Airport Commission is looking for a part-time 

Airport Manager. The successful candidate will be a computer savvy, energetic, 
people person, with good organization skills. The Airport Manager must be able 

to work with the general public, tenants, as well as local, state and federal 
agencies, and must have a vision for the future of general aviation. Applicants 
should demonstrate that they have independent judgment and are prepared to 

manage day-to-day airfield management. For a copy of the full Job Description, see 
www.montague-ma.gov/Pages/MontagueMA_Airport/index.

 This 19 hour per week part-time job does not include benefits. 
Please send a cover letter expressing interest along with a résumé and 

references, by Friday, April 7, 2017 to airport0B5@netscape.net or by mail to:
Airport Commission, Manager Search

1 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Bastarache and selectboard mem-
ber William Bembury stated that 
the �oar� wo�l� appoint a three- to 
��even-mem�er hiring committee 
to revie� applications for the fire-
fighter positions and for�ard rec-
ommen�ation�� to the chief. 

If the c�rrent chief �ecline�� the 
full-time position, a fire chief hir-
ing committee wo�l� �e create�.

Won��a�� who wa�� pre��ent at the 
��elect�oar� meeting�� �i� not in�i-
cate whether he wo�l� accept the 
f�ll-time chief po��ition.

If the May ann�al town meeting 
approves the full-time staffing bud-
get, the full-time chief and firefight-
er positions �ould start on July 1. 
Select�oar� chair �aco� Smith�� an 
Erving firefighter, recused himself 
from the �i��c�����ion.

Proposed Library 
At the March 6 joint ��elect�oar� 

and finance committee meeting, the 
board and fin com voted to recom-
men� ���pporting f�n�ing for the 
new li�rary ��il�ing project�� ����-
ject to receiving a grant from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commi����ioner��. 

Accor�ing to min�te�� of the 
meeting, fin com member Benjamin 
Fello�s “raised the concern that if 
the ��il�ing i�� ��ilt�� an� a large tax-
payer i�� lo��t�� that the town wo�l� 
have to find a �ay to support the 
facility.” Al��o accor�ing to the min-
utes, Fello�s “�ants it clear that 
an affirmative vote on the article at 
ann�al town meeting will a�thorize 
the ��il�ing of the li�rary.”

At Mon�ay��� meeting�� ��elect-
�oar� chair Smith a���e� that the 
ann�al town meeting warrant article 
��pecify the percentage of reim��r��e-
ment offered by the MBLC grant. 

Library building committee 
member Jacqueline Boyden said 
that the committee ha� �een tol� 
that the town will �e reim��r��e� 
for 58% of the eligible costs, and 
the reim��r��ement co�l� �e rai��e� 
to 60%, depending on the features 
included in the final building plan. 

The board decided to include the 
phrase “58% of the eligible project 
co��t��” in the article.

The building committee �ill 
hol� an informational meeting 
a�o�t the propo��e� ��il�ing on 
Tuesday, March 21 at 5 p.m. at 
town hall.

Town-Wide Custodian
The selectboard also met jointly 

with the recreation commi����ion on 
March 6 to �i��c����� gro�n��� an� fa-
cility maintenance for town prop-
ertie���� incl��ing par���. 

The board is proposing a 
gro�n��� an� facility maintenance 

po��ition con��i�ering “the compre-
hen��ive nee��� of all town �epart-
ment����” accor�ing to meeting min-
utes. Formerly, the to�n had a part-
time ��il�ing maintenance wor�er 
an� a part-time recreation facilitie�� 
maintenance wor�er. 

The board and recreation com-
mi����ion �eci�e� to po��t a part-time 
temporary par��� maintenance po��i-
tion for the 2017 recreation season, 
an� �evelop a jo� �e��cription for 
the town-wi�e maintenance po��i-
tion. A�mini��trative coor�inator 
Smith an� highway foreman Glenn 
McCrory will wor� together to 
i�entify the c���to�ial nee��� of all 
town propertie��.

Snow and Ice
The board revie�ed a sno� and 

ice removal �ylaw propo��e� �y the 
police department. The to�n cur-
rently ha�� two �ylaw��: one ��tating 
the a��tter�� on concrete ��i�ewal��� 
m���t �eep them clear of ��now or 
ice�� an� that people ��ho�l� not move 
��now or ice from private property to 
��treet�� or town-owne� lan�. 

The proposed ne� byla� �ould 
re��ire removal of ��now or ice 
from ��i�ewal��� within 24 ho�r�� of 
the en� of a ��torm.

A�mini��trative coor�inator 
Bryan Smith provided examples 
of winter ��torm on-��treet par�ing 
bans from three other to�ns. The 
par�ing �an wo�l� �e in effect ��r-
ing a ��now emergency�� an� for ��ix 
ho�r�� after the ��torm i�� over. 

The board considered using the 
reverse-911 system to notify resi-
dents of a sno� emergency. The 
board discussed potential fines of 
$25, $50 and $75 for first, second 
an� thir� offence���� an� al��o ���e of 
a �arning sticker rather than fines 
for tho��e par�ing on the ��treet ��r-
ing a ��now��torm.

The board plans to finalize the 
�ylaw�� at the March 20 meeting.

Annual Town Meeting
The selectboard decided not to 

incl��e an article tran��ferring mon-
ey to the ��ta�ilization acco�nt on 
the ann�al town meeting warrant. 
In��tea��� money will �e tran��ferre� 
to ��ta�ilization at the la��t ��pecial 
town meeting prior to the en� of 
the fiscal year.

The board and fin com voted to 
recommen� increa��ing the ann�al 
town meeting capital expen�it�re�� 
article for the highway �epart-
ment to $155,000. The funding 
will incl��e the Erving Elementary 
School par�ing lot an� ��i�ewal� 
wor��� a�� well a�� other roa� wor�.

They also voted to recommend 
article�� regar�ing a�thorization of 
the Co�ncil on Aging foo� ��ervice 
revolving f�n��� the Me�icai� ri�e 

revolving f�n��� an� the ��enior/
comm�nity center facility ���e re-
volving f�n�. 

They voted to recommend 
$20��000 for permanent pre��erva-
tion of town recor���.

The to�n barn repair capital re-
��e��t wa�� ��et at $5��000�� to incl��e 
removing the office area, repair-
ing the office �all and reinforcing 
existing doors. Bastarache recom-
men�e� wor�ing over the next year 
to find a long term solution to the 
repair of the town �arn.

Other Business
Mountain Vie� Landscapes and 

La�ns provided estimates for lay-
ing electrical con��it to the River-
front Par� �an���hell an� pavilion 
�$9��775�� an� for in��talling electrical 
��ervice to the �an���hell �$22��975�� 
an� to the �an���hell an� pavilion 
($48,825). The board decided to re-
view the e��timate�� in greater �etail 
at the March 20 meeting.

The board revie�ed and edited 
the jo� �e��cription for the mem�er�� 
of the water an� wa��tewater �e-
partments. The revisions formally 
incorporate the water �epartment 
re��pon��i�ilitie�� �n�er the chief 
wa��tewater operator. 

Ca�ot Ri��� Strategie���� the town��� 
in���rance agent�� ha�� informe� the 
town that the vacant re��i�ence at 
34 Northfield Road, the site of the 
propo��e� li�rary ��il�ing�� wa�� not 
c�rrently covere� �n�er the town��� 
in���rance policy. Ca�ot ��ote� 
$1,200 as the additional cost for in-
cl��ing the property on the town��� 
policy. 

The board asked administrative 
coor�inator Smith to get more in-
formation from Ca�ot�� e��pecially 
since Cabot�s quote identified the 
property as “34 Brookside Road, 
Ux�ri�ge.”

The board discussed an estimate 
of co��t�� for ann�al a��it�� of the 
to�n�s finances. Currently, an au-
�it i�� con��cte� every thir� year�� at 
a cost of $15,000. Administrative 
coor�inator Smith ��ai� that ��ome 
grant application�� a��� for ann�al 
a��it re���lt��. Select�oar� chair 
Smith note� that an ann�al a��it 
wa�� “��omething to loo� at.”

Energy provi�er Ever��o�rce ha�� 
a���e� the town to provi�e a letter 
���pporting it�� application for a rate 
increa��e�� or a letter �oc�menting a 
po��itive relation��hip over the year��. 
The board decided not to provide 
either letter.

Linda Do�ns-Bembury re-
��igne� from the per��onnel relation�� 
review �oar�.

Arth�r �ohn��on wa�� appointe� 
in��pector of animal��.
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MONTAGUE from page A1 
Berkshire has proposed two sys­
tem upgrades designed to end the 
moratorium. One would involve 
the constmction of a new pipeline 
from southern Massachusetts to a 
point in near No1thampton, which 
would also require an upgrade of 
the existing link to Greenfield. The 
other option would be a large new 
liquefied natmal gas (LNG) stor­
age facility in Whately. 

Montague's expe1ts, whose testi­
mony was filed on March 8, argued 
that neither alternative is required to 
lift the moratorimn. Kenji Takahashi 
of Synapse Energy Economics chal­
lenged the assmnptions of Berk­
shire's Forecast and Supply Plan. 
He argued that the company could 
eliminate the moratorimn through 
more aggressive energy efficiency 
policies, and by renegotiating con­
tracts with two large customers to 
reduce their use of gas during peak 
demand periods. 

While Takahashi focused on 
the possibility of reducing demand 
projections, John Rosenkranz of 
No1th Side Energy LLC focused 
on the supply side. He reviewed 
the twists and turns of Berkshire's 
effo1ts over the past decade to up­
grade its existing pipelines in the 
region and expand its LNG storage 
capacity at Whately. 

Rosenkranz argued that Berk­
shire should upgrade its feeder line 
from Hatfield to Greenfield, and 
increase the use of LNG from its 
existing facilities during periods of 

peak demand. 
Elan told this newspaper that 

Montague's intervention is being 
funded by a $20,000 town meeting 
appropriation, originally designed 
to challenge the Berkshire contract 
with Kinder Morgan for capacity 
on its proposed pipeline. After that 
project was cancelled, town meet­
ing last September approved a re­
quest to use the funds to challenge 
Berkshire's moratorium. Elan said 
the expe1t testimony is also being 
funded from private donations. 

Montague's DPU intervention 
is the latest in a series of actions 
involving state and regional natmal 
gas policy. On Febmary 10, 2014, 
the town selectboard voted to deny 
Kinder Morgan the right to survey 
on town prope1ty for its proposed 
pipeline. A public presentation by 
Kinder Morgan representatives 
before a packed town hall audi­
ence that April failed to change the 
board's mind. On July 14 of that 
year, the board officially opposed 
the project. 

In May 2015, Montague's an­
nual town meeting voted, 51 to 
11 to oppose the Kinder Morgan 
project. The following October, a 
special town meeting voted two ap­
propriations related to the pipeline 
proposal. One appropriation funded 
technical assistance by the Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments 
to evaluate the environmental im­
pact of the pipeline. The other was 
designed to fund inte1vention in 
Berkshire Gas' proposed contract 
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with Kinder Morgan. 
Berkshire has not responded to 

the recent testimony of Montague's 
expe1t witnesses. There will be 
public hearings at the DPU in Bos­
ton on April 4 and 5. Elan told the 
selectboard on Monday that while 
the hearings will be public, par­
ticipation will be limited to the gas 
company and various interveners, 
who will be testifying and cross 
examining one another. "It's like a 
trial," she explained. 

Other Business 
The selectboard approved a re­

quest by building inspector David 
Jensen to allow members of the 
public, businesses, and agencies 
to take paper from the Strathmore 
Mill. Eliminating the paper from 
the town-owned fo1mer mill, where 
it was stored by a prior owner for 
recycling, is one of the require­
ments in a recent order by the state 
fire marshal. 

Jensen told the board that he had 
been "flooded with emails" as a re­
sult of an aiticle about the paper's 
availability which appeared in the 
Montague Reporter. 

Jensen noted that many of the 
large rolls would require more than 
one person to handle. "Supposedly 
there's a pallet jack there," he told 
the board. 

When asked if retrieving the pa­
per would be a safe activity, he re­
sponded that "people with normal 
coordination will be OK." He did 
note, however, that the smaller rolls 
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of paper are in a "dark place." 
The board also approved a re­

quest by highway superintendent 
Tom Bergeron to hire David Adams 
as a new tmck driver/laborer. 

The boai·d executed a letter to 
retiring police sergeant, Richard 
Suchanek thanking him for his ser­
vice with the town. 

Town administrator Steve Ellis 
noted that local activist Betty Tegel 
had suggested that the town use the 
oppo1tunity provided by the March 

clock time change to replace batter­
ies in smoke alaims. 

The boai·d officially requested 
that the town clerk place the non­
binding mascot/logo referendum 
question on the May 15 election 
ballot. 

The board then went into execu­
tive session, to discuss ongoing liti­
gation with the Penta Corporation. 
The next scheduled meeting 
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will be on March 20. LI 
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The following narrative is taken from notes based on a recorded interview between Nina Rossi and Turners 
Falls native Roxanne Bonnette in 1995. 

The Montague Economic Development and Industrial Corporation (MEDIC) produced what became the 
Historical Walking Tour of Turners Falls, incorporating excerpts from oral histories taken from old and new 
downtown residents with a tour of historic buildings in the downtown. MEDIC hoped to play a large role in the 
documentation of cultural and natural heritage of Turners Falls, as part of the development of the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. 

Rossi is now the Montague Reporter '.s-features editor. 

Roxanne Bonnette was 39 when this inteiview took place, and cmTently lives in Missoula, Montana. This is 
Pait One of two. 
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Cars and people line the street outside 'The Block," a renovated theater 
used by the Renaissance Community, in 1976. Courtesy of the Special 

Collections and University Archives, UMass-Amherst Libraries. 

TURNERS FALLS - My fa­
ther used to own a business in 
downtown Turners on Third Street, 
called the Bonnette Coal Co. Every 
Tuesday I would have Girl Scout 
meetings at the First Congregation­
al church, across from St. Ma1y's, 
and then we'd walk down to Equi's 
Candy store, which was the big 
place in my life at the time. I was 
about 8 or 9 years old, and getting 
a piece of fudge .. .it was probably 
a four ounce piece of fudge for ten 
cents! That was my ti·eat of the 
week. Then I would go to my dad's 
business and wait for him until it 
was time to go home. 

Other things I remember: the 
Shady Glen. It's been there for-

ever and I remember going there 
Friday's for fish, which we still do. 
After high school dances it was al­
ways a big thing to go to the Shady 
Glen, and you would see everyone 
there. As a freshman and sopho­
more you would go there to bask 
in the glo1y of the seniors. That's 
where they would be. We used to 
call it the Greasy Spoon - that was 
a pet name - we all liked it, and if 
it was greasy we weren't conscious 
of it at the time. 

As a little girl, those were the 
things I was awai·e of the most: the 
churches - we went to St. Anne's 
- the St. Anne's bazaar, that used to 
be a really big deal. We always used 
to look fo1ward to that, and sho1tly 

after the bazaar there was always a 
cainival down in the park area. 

Also the Rag Shag parades; the 
Memorial Day or Veterans Day 
parades used to be really big, too, 
a lot of WWII veterans. At Christ­
mas time the Eagles Club would 
have pa1ties. The Eagles used to 
be located where the Rod and Reel 
company used to be on Third Street. 
Also, Christmas pa1ties at St. Stan­
islaus and St. Kazimierz. 

It seemed back then, the men 
my father's age were a lot more 
civic minded and active and doing 
things for little kids. The Lion's 
Club used to have a broom parade 
and go to houses and sell brooms 
for three dollars. All the kids would 
cai1y brooms, and some of the kids 
would dress up like witches. Or they 
would go out and raise money for 
eyeglasses or hearing aides, another 
function of the Lion's Club. 

As I got older, Turners so1t of 
changed for me. When I got into 
high school, I remember having 
rock bands in the bandshell [ at 
Unity Park] - it's not there anymore 
- once a month they would have a 
rock band, and during the week they 
would have the military band for the 
older people. Througl1out the smn­
mer, there was always a rock con­
ceit with Clean Living, or NRBQ . .. 

I was really sony to see the band­
shell go. It started to fall apa1t, and 
they didn't have the money to fix 
it up, so it was becoming a hazard. 

see BONNETTE page 84 
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By RICHARD BALDWIN 

WENDELL - The Wendell Free 
Libraiy is proud to present After the 
Fair, Jessica Star's new exhibition 
of photographs. Nine beautiful prints 
all made from photographs taken at 
night at the Franklin County Fair fill 
the galle1y with elegant works. 

Though the setting of a county 
fair is not unusual, Star's decision to 
photograph lit up areas at night make 
all these prints seem otherworldly. 
The compositions use sprinklings 
of brightly colored lights against 
an inky black background to create 
both surprise and myste1y. The vi­
sual contrasts are staitling, and the 
objects in the photographs are often 
barely distinguishable. This makes 
for enticing and unique images. 

Some of the prints, especially 
"TWOBG Round and Round," 
"Love the Ride," "Please Dumbo," 
and "Landslide," remind this view­
er of a night sky filled with brightly 
colored stars. Other compositions 
like "In Her Dreams" and "Line 
dancing at Night" present sections 
of the fair with pa1tially identifi­
able image1y which fade into the 
black background. 

Star writes: "Out of over 4,000 
photos taken during the Franklin 
County Fair in 2013, I have created 

a series of images that capture the 
fair as we never get to see it, still 
and quiet. Some of the rides are 
being packed up; others are still in 
place. I am in awe of the spectacle 
of the carnival; however, I find the 
event itself to be too noisy and over 
stimulating. These photos give me 
a quiet space to reckon with the 
'flashy glo1y' of the lights and the 
ait of the rides at my own pace." 

The p1ints are handsomely pre­
sented in identical black frames done 
by Ken Levine of Frames, Ink of 
Athol. All photographs are 1 O" by 
13" and are p1inted on Epson Arch­
ival Inkjet paper from an Epson 

R2880 p1inter. Star used a Canon 6D 
cainera for this work as she does for 
many of her other photographs. The 
cainera allows her much latitude for 
taking photographs, and the print­
ing guarantees professional results. 
She has been taking photographs 
for about twenty five years and has 
shown her work in Boston, San Fran­
cisco and in Athens, Georgia. 

The exhibition will nm from 
March 3 to April 30. Library hours 
are Tuesdays noon to 7 pm., 
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 7 pm., 
Thursdays 2:30 pm. to 7 p.m., Sat­
urdays 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 
Sundays 11:30 to 3:30 pm. 

Jessica Star's photograph ''Please Dumbo," at the After the Fair exhibit. 

Ruth Flohr : A Writing Teacher 
Returns to Franklin County 
By JOHANNA BARTLETT 

WENDELL-A number of peo­
ple in Wendell and sun-om1ds have 
been exploring their writing skills 
in com-ses offered by Wendell resi­
dent Ruth Flohr, who has conducted 
several creative and memoir-writ­
ing workshops sponsored by the 
Alts Council in Wendell, New Sa­
lem, Orange, and Sm1derland. She 
moved to the area in 2011, but what 
many people don't realize is that 
she is returning, after a long hiatus, 
to a place she happily called home 
for many years before. 

Flohr lived first in Greenfield 
in the 1980s, and caine to appreci­
ate the natural beauty of the Pio­
neer Valley as well as the special 
aspects of its culture, including the 
enthusiasm for activism and social 

responsibility. She was attracted to 
the forested landscapes of towns 
like Wendell, finding herself drawn 
to nature as it reveals itself in the 
wild, mountainous te1nin. Eventu­
ally she bought what is now known 
as the "Blue House" on Farley 
Road in Wendell, situated between 
the Mo1mon Hollow Brook and 
Bear Mountain. 

She emolled at Greenfield Com­
munity College, intending to go into 
law, but gradually becaine more 
interested in literature and com­
munications. One of her courses at 
GCC was taugl1t by Phyllis Nah­
man, whose naine now graces the 
college's Nahman-Watson Library. 

While studying the writings of 
the Transcendentalists, Ruth was 
given an assignment on Thoreau, 

see FLOHR page 88 
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Teacher Ruth Flohr (left) with Shelley Hines, Morningstar 
Chenven, and Ilina Singh, sharing their wn"ting in class. 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - Mankind 
has been fascinated with the moon 
for centuries. 

The oldest Roman calendar is 
based on the cycles of the moon, 
pa1ticulai-ly on the full moons. The 
Native Americans nained the full 
moons as they mai·ked the seasons 
of the year and the times for ce1tain 
activities. Fa1mers who read The 
Almanac will note many stages of 
planting rely on the stages of the 
moon with the timing of frosts, 
wa1m weather and wet. 

The first place mankind visited 
when we developed the ability to 
travel in space was the moon: the 
bright light in the night sky, the 
symbol of lovers, rhyming with 
"spoon" and "June," and the defini­
tion of lunacy, in Latin: lunaticus, 
or moonstiuck. 

This month's full moon, March 
12, is called by some ti-ibes the Full 
Worm Moon and sometimes the 
Sap Moon. This month's moon is 
the higl1est of the yeai·, as it hovers 
above Orion. The Worm Moon is 
named for the sight of w01m cast­
ings pushing up from the softening 
ground and calling the robins and 
migrat01y birds to return and eat. 

We won't be finding worm 
castings now, as the ground is rock 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

a1illU ffiffi ~m~ 
hard after an eai·lier thaw pe11od in 
Februaiy. Still, we saw just today a 
fat robin as well as a flock of cedar 
waxwings. We hope the latter will not 
find our yard again this year, as last 
Ap11I they thoroughly stripped our 
burgeoning crop of apple blossoms, 
guaranteeing no fiuit for the yeai·. 

Nonetheless, the daffodil bulbs 
are up about an inch and are in a 
holding pattern now, waiting for an­
other thaw. That in tum will bring 
up the wo1ms and their castings. 

In the meantime, we have brought 
in another large ca1t of cordwood in 
preparation for the upcoming snow­
sto1m on March 14, near another 
auspicious date, the Ides of Mai·ch. 

In the old Roman calendar, the 
Ides of March coincided with the 
full moon, and was thus labeled as 
the beginning of a new month and 
in the case of March, the New Year, 
a cause for celebration of feasting 
and di-inking. The Ides also marks 
the day of the assassination of Ju­
lius Caesar, which Shakespeare bor­
rowed for the now famous phrase, 
"Beware the Ides of March." 

We may well be wa1y as few 
of us look fo1ward to another sig­
nificant snowfall. We are more than 
ready for spring which will, Ides 
and snow or not, begin officially on 
March 20. This, the Vernal Equi­
nox, mai·ks the date on which the 
plane of the Ea1th's equator is lined 

see GARDENER'S page 83 
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Pet Week 
Frost is an adorable Syrian white 

hamster looking for a caring home. 
Hamsters make excellent pets for 

any kind of home. They are enjoy­
able for all ages, and they are on the 
easier side to care for. 

Hamsters are soft, cute, and so 
much fun to play with and watch. 

Frost has lots of love and enter­
tainment to offer, and he would love 

to be a pait ofyom family. 
If you ru·e interested in this cute 

little guy, please speak with an 
adoption counselor at Dakin to have 
all yow-questions answered. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

''FROST'' 

Senior Center Activities 
MARCH 20TO 24 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
The Gill Montague Senior Cen­

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Con­
gregate meals ai·e served Tuesday 
through Thursday at Noon. 

Meal rese1vations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 :00 A.M. 
All fitness classes are supported by 
a grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y dona­
tions ai·e accepted. 

Council on Aging Director is 
Robe1ta Potter. Kitchen Manager 
is Jeff Suprenant. For more in­
formation, to make meal reserva­
tions, or to sign up for progrruns 
call 863-9357. Messages can be 
left on our machine when the cen­
ter is not open. 
Tues-Fri Noon Lunch 
M, W, F 10:10 am. Aerobics, 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Monday 3/20 
8:15 a.m. FootClinicAppts. 
Noon Pot Luck & Bingo 
Tuesday 3/21 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Wednesday 3/22 
9 a.m. Veterans' Outreach 
12:30 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 3/23 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:15 a.m. Mindful Motion 
1 p m. Cards & Gaines 
Friday 3/24 ( events listed above) 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Flexibility and Balru1ce Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at 
noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 

Wednesday for a rese1vation. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Cru·e 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a m. to 4 p.m. 
for activities and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 am., with 
reservations required 2 days in 
advance. Call (413)-423-3649 for 
meal information and rese1vations. 

For information, call Paula 
Betters, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Trru1spo1tation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. 

Call to confi1m activities, sched­
ule a ride, or find out about the next 
blood pressure clinic. 
Monday3/20 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10 a m. Healthy Bones 
12:15 TVFrunilyFeud 
Tuesday 3/21 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
Homemade Lunch 
12:30 pm. Friends Meeting 
Wednesday 3/22 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo, Snacks & Laughs 
Thw·sday 3/23 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a m. Healthy Bones 
12:30 p.m. Crafty Seniors 
Friday 3/24 
9 a m. Quilting Workshop 
9:30 am. Fun Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Pizza & Desse1t 
12:30 p.m. Downton Abbey 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes VIilage Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV 
By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

This week we will highlight a 
video on our website, and in the TV 
schedule, called The Doctrine of Dis­
covery 313/17: Unmasking the Dom­
ination Code. This event featured 
a showing of the film of the srune 
naine by Sheldon Wolfschild, based 
on the book Pagans in the Promised 
Land by Steven Newcomb. 

This event was held at the Mount 
Toby Meetinghouse in Leverett on 
March 3. Peter d'Errico introduced 
the film, and Grandmother Strong 
Oak Lefebvre facilitated a talking 
circle after the film showing. The 
film was presented by the Mount 
Toby Peace and Social Concerns 
Colillnittee, and the event was co­
sponsored by the American Friends 
Service Committee of Western Mas­
sachusetts, Arise for Social Justice, 
The New England Peace Pagoda, 
Traprock Center for Peace and Jus­
tice, and Visioning B.E.A.R. Circle 
Inte1tribal Coalition. 

D'EITico, a consulting attorney 
on indigenous issues, who fo1merly 
taught legal studies at UMass, was 
consulted in the making of the film. 
He introduced the film by challeng­
ing viewers to watch it with the 
awareness that histo1y is not some­
thing just in the past, that it is very 
much alive through the ways it has 
affected the present. He challenges 
all to watch the film and not come 
away with the conclusion that they 
have watched a movie about some­
thing that happened long ago, but 
with the conclusion that they now 
understand the present in a new 
light, and understand the forces that 
have shaped the way they under­
stand the world. 

To paraphrase d'Errico: The doc­
trine of "Christian discovery" was 
pronounced about 500 years ago 
by the Pope to authorize Spain and 
Po1tugal to colonize the Americas, 
and to authorize Portugal to conduct 

slave raids on the African coast. 
These legal, religious documents 
underpinned the histo1y of slave1y 
and the histo1y of colonialism. An 
1823 Supreme Comt case incor­
porated these notions into United 
States prope1ty law, to decide the 
question of, "Who owns the conti­
nent?" The Court decided that the 
US must own the land, because the 
Crown of England claimed to own 
the land under the doctrine of Chris­
tian discove1y, and that therefore the 
Indians could not own it, but merely 
"occupy" it with pe1mission. 

This case has been cited over 300 
times since 1823 in making deci­
sions about rights to the land, such 
as in the 1955 case Tee-Hit-Ton vs. 
the United States. 

Grandmother Strong Oak Lefe­
bvre says that we have a chru1ce to 
heal the culture we live in by telling 
the tiuth of how the cmTent stiucture 
got put in place, by decisions such as 
the little-known to doctime of dis­
cove1y which has been kept from the 
people to hide the violence, domina­
tion and occupation that happened in 
this land, ru1d continues to happen all 
over the world. She opens the circle 
for the input of each person present 
in the room about how we can work 
on reversing what happened through 
the doctrine of discove1y. 

She argues that recent government 
mandates against the immigration of 
people of color into the United States 
may as well be going back to the 
1493 docti·ine, when the structme 
which set in place, that in 1794 law, 
only white Christians could come to 
this continent from overseas. 

She also reminds us of the many 
things Presidents have ti·ied to do to 
deny humanity to indigenous people, 
such as removing them and sending 
them off to boai·ding schools. She 
m1derlines the impo1tance of work­
ing toward decolonization. 

Watch the video at vimeo.com/ 
207521645 to leain more about 
what was said in the room on March 
3, and if you can, watch The Doc­
trine of Discovery: Unmasking 
the Domination Code by Sheldon 
Wolfschild and Steven Newcomb. 
The event footage will also air on 
our TV channel this Thursday at 11 
am., and Friday at 12:30 am. 

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to learn how easy it is to use a 
camera and capture the moment. 

Contact us at ( 413) 863-9200, in­
fomontaguetv@gmail.com, or stop 
by 34 Second Street in Turners be­
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p .m., Mondays 
through Fridays. We'd love to work 
with you! 

March 25 at the Shea Theater: 
''Music and Diversity II'' 

First Generation Ensemble's Peiformance Project, at 4:30 p.m. with Q&A to fallow. 

TURNERS FALLS - RiverCul­
tme is pleased to announce Music 
and Diversity Ill, Satmday, March 25 
at The Shea Theater in Tm11ers Falls. 
Perf01mru1ces by Giupo Folklorico, 
Perfo1mru1ce Project, Moonlight and 
Morning Star, ru1d Tang Sauce ru·e 
scheduled from 4 until 10 p m. at the 
newly renovated historic venue. 

Alt by Rodney Madison, Luis 
Felipe Gonzalez, and Nina Yagual 
will also be on display, and a com­
munity meal is planned for 6 p.m. 
Admission is sliding scale, with a 
$5 to $15 suggested donation. No 
one will be turned away. 

Music and Diversity Ill is co 
sponsored by La Mru·iposa, a people 

of color led/focused community cen­
ter in Tmners Falls. 

Grupo Folklorico staits off the 
line-up. They are a children's dance 
troupe presenting traditional Mexi­
can and South American dances, in 
addition to pieces of their own cre­
ation: 4 pm. 

Performance Project presents 
"Tenderness Selections," a blend 
of monologues, sto1ytelling, move­
ment, scenes, including five lan­
guages. Created by First Generation 
Ensemble, "Tenderness" under­
scores the dehumanization at the 
core of all violence, and conti·asts 
it with the eternal power of human 
tenderness and connection. 

Inspired by ensemble members' 
personal experiences of hmnan­
rights abuse in war in the Darfur 
region of Sudan, Guinea, West Af­
rica, and the school-to-prison pipe­
line system and mass incarceration 
in the US, "Tenderness" reaches 
beyond conflict and racism to find 
pathways for hmnan connection. 

This performance, at 4:30 p.m., 
will be followed by a Q& A with the 
ensemble cast. 

Moonlight and Morning Star 
are known for their rich haimonies 
and intimate pe1fo1mance style. 
Their multicultural collaborations 
include original songs, spoken 
word, and aITangements of ti·adi­
tional music of the Africru1-Ameri­
can and Jewish traditions. 

Moonlight and Morning Star 
work devotedly in the Pioneer Valley 
to promote social justice, multicul­
tmal awru·eness ru1d empowerment 
for yom1g people. 7 p.m 

Tang Sauce and DJ Stealth 
provide high energy, danceable, 
captivating hip hop music, that will 
make you feel charged up. Tang 
Sauce delivers the complex, clever 
rhyme schemes; at the saine time 
playingjazz-inspired tiumpet, while 
DJ Stealth brings electronic sonic 
smoothness. This Ha1tford duo is 
tiuly an act you need to see! 8 p.m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

Authentic An1crican Food & Drink 
at the Montague Bookn1ill 

THEALVAHSTONE.COM • 413.367 .5345 • OPEN 7 DAYS + NIGHTS 

@'l'ill1 
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up with the center of the sun, giv­
ing us approximately equal hours of 
day and night. 

We have already begun Daylight 
Savings time, which, for a time, will 
mean later morning light and longer 
daylight into the afternoon and early 
evening. We are so eager for spring 
and more sunlight that we have ar­
tificially tweaked the clock to make 
this happen. Even without our assis­
tance however, the angle of the sun 
is longer and more intense and the 
days a bit longer. 

Out in the bright warmth of 
the sunroom, many of the tomato 
seeds we planted on March 4th 
have sprouted and stand up an inch 
high. A few have not yet broken the 
ground, but as the gardener is not 
exact in setting in the seeds at ¼ 
inch, we'll give them a little more 
time. It is a joy to see them sta1t­
ing, as this makes the garden season 
seem a little closer. 

During that energizing week 
of Februa1y thaw the ground was 
softening in the raised beds and 
we thought of setting out seeds for 
early greens. We are glad we did 
not, though, as they would have 
snuggled to make any progress in 
the rock-like soil we see now. 

Still, that time will come soon 
when the ground thaws quickly and 
we must make sure to put leaf crops 

out right away. Once the weather 
breaks, these cool temperature lov­
ing crops need to get sta1ted before 
the heat rises up, as it can, in the 
month of May. 

Right now it is enough to watch 
these tomatoes get their sta1t for 
the long growing season ahead. It 
is nothing sho1t of miraculous that 
such tiny little seeds will eventually 
morph into huge plants bearing tasty 
red fmits well into September. 

In the meanwhile, we will watch 
the bright constellations as they etch 
the clear night sky and savor the in­
creasing wam1th of the longer after­
noons. We can join the cat basking 
in the sUllliller temperatures of the 
sun room and retiring to the mg in 
front of the wood fire at the end of 
the day. 

We hope we will not again ex­
perience a bombogenesis of snow, 
but if we do, we also know it will 
not last forever. The vernal equinox 
is not far off, the pussy willows are 
up in the marsh, and the birdsong is 
loud and teffitorial, a harbinger of 
nesting to come. 

Let the wind howl around the 
comers and pull the blankets up 
around your ears and dream the cold 
away. Spring will come, and with it 
the Full Pink Moon of the wildflow­
ers. Enjoy eve1y sign of it. 

Happy gardening! u 
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10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Here! the way it was March 15, 
2007: News from the Montague Re­
p01ter ! archive. 

GMRSD Rescinds 
Another Vote 

At the March 13 meeting, the 
Gill-Montague school committee 
rescinded their vote of Janua1y 23 
to designate Montague Center and 
Sheffield elementa1y schools as 
kindergarten through fifth grade 
school, and to move the Sheffield 
sixth grade to Great Falls Middle 
School. 

They subsequently passed a mo­
tion, made by Mike Langknecht, to 
proceed with the plan to move the 
Sheffield sixth graders to the middle 
school. 

On Febma1y 13, the committee 
had voted to return to the present 
grade school configuration by re­
scinding a vote of December 19th, 
2006 that would have closed pait of 
Hillcrest school. But they neglected 
to rescind the Janua1y 23 vote at the 
same time. 

Community Center 
Public Fornm 

What would you like to see in 
a new community center facility? 
This question, posed at the Gill­
Montague senior center last Tues­
day night, generated a deluge of 
ideas; a brainstorm in the tmest 
sense of the world. 

A public fomm was held to get 
community input on a proposed 
community center in Montague to 
be shai·ed by the senior center, the 
library, and the parks and recreation 
departlnent. Facilitated by Michael 
Boswo1ih, business manger of the 
Brick House, and attended by 30 to 
40 community members, the meet­
ing was divided into four sections. 

First came presentations by 

directors of the libra1y, the senior 
center, and the pai·ks and recreation 
depaitment about the vai-ious needs 
their organizations ai·e facing. They 
all desc11bed sho1tcomings in their 
current facilities, and enthusiasm 
about an oppo1tunity to address those 
needs with a shai·ed facility. 

The libra1y has already explored 
plans for renovation of the historic 
Carnegie Libraiy on Avenue A; cost 
estimates ran between $4.6 and $6.4 
million to add a new wing to that 
building. The difficulty of adding 
onto an historic building led the li­
bra1y nustees to look to other town 
departlnents in need of new facili­
ties, with the idea of pooling re­
sources. 

"The senior center and parks and 
recreation were obvious choices," 
explained the library director Sue 
Sansoucie. 

Seventy Degrees, with 
Snow in the Forecast 

A break in the clouds came on 
Wednesday, March 14 as Turners 
Falls basked in 70-degree weather, 
sho1t pants and shi1tsleeves made 
their appearance, and daffodils 
broke through the cmsted snow. 
Children were outside playing, 
ducks were Inigrating n01th along 
the migrato1y flyway above the 
canal, and some Turners residents 
were just hying to enjoy the waim 
weather while it lasted. 

Those hoping for an early end to 
winter may have to go on hoping 
for a while longer, after these un­
usual Inid-week highs. Area towns 
can expect some snow showers this 
Saturday and Sunday, followed by 
rain and more snow showers on 
Monday. The high temperature for 
those days is expected to be 34 de­
grees, 38 degrees, and 39 degrees, 
respectively. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Balloon, Burnt Popcorn Trigger Alarms; 
Parties Incoherent; Hole In Building 

Monday, 3/6 

7:21 a.m. Commercial bur­
glar alarm at Greenfield 
Savings Bank; interior 
break room motion. Bank 
manager on scene. Build­
ing checked. Balloon in 
break room determined to 
have set off alarm. 
1<:1<9 p.m. Caller states that 
a male party with long 
white hair and a leath­
er jacket is staggering 
across the Gill-Montague 
Bridge; appears to be in­
toxicated. Area checked; 
negative findings. 
6: 18 p.m. Assistant store 
manager at Aubuchon 
Hardware stating that 
she has video footage of 
someone stealing garden 
soil. Officers downtown 
on lookout for subject. 
Tuesday, 3/-; 

11 a.m. Report of suspi­
cious items in the creek 
in the wooded area off 
an ATV trail adjacent to 
the houses on Franklin 
Commons. Referred to 
an officer. 
1 :1<2 p.m. Report of break­
ing and entering into a 
storage unit in the alley 
near the Rendezvous. Re­
port tal,en. 
10:28 p.m. Caller just 
wanted on record that 
there is a loud train 
parked in the Lake Pleas­
ant Road area. 
Wednesday, 3/8 

1 a.m. Officer checking 
on a suspicious party at 
Greenfield Savings Bank. 
Party affiliated with the 
janitor of the bank. 
10:26 a.m. Caller from 
Goddard Avenue report­
ing a vehicle in her drive­
way that she does not 
recognize and did not 
permit to park there. Of­
ficer requesting tow; ve­
hicle is parked such that 
it is blocking the caller's 
vehicle and also partially 
obstructing the sidewalk. 
Officer en route to regis­
tered owner's address to 
follow up. Report taken. 
6:09 p.m. Caller states that 
there is a dark colored 
Chevy Impala parked in 
front of the garages on T 
Street. He has witnessed 
people coming up to the 
vehicle and doing hand-to­
hand exchanges with the 
man who is sitting behind 
the wheel. Unfounded. 
9:13 p.m. Caller from 
Avenue A reports that a 
lmown male stole her EBT 
card about an hour ago 
and drained her account. 
Dispatch spoke with caller 
and caller's boyfriend to 
try to get necessary infor­
mation; both were inco­
herent. 
10:28 p.m. Caller from 
Avenue A reports that 
other tenants are yelling, 
running, and stomping up 
and down the stairs and 
hallways. Caller believes 
that they are intoxicated. 
Second caller states that 
the man who stole his 
girlfriend's credit card 
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There was much excitement at Food City last Fridqy afternoon when a vehicle drove into 
the building's exterior wall. Miraculous!J, no one was hurt, though the pizZfl department 
had to shut down after the oven moved several inches. Rau's towed the car, and Montague 

Police provided a courtesy transport to an Erving address. 'There 111ere no i'!}uries, there are 
no charges pending, and it was considered an accident, " Chief Dodge told us Wednesday. 

'The investigation appears to be complete, and the operator was found to be at fault for 
the accident, with no charges or citations being issued from what I can see." Phew! 

1s now in her apartment 
fighting with her. Male 
subject reports that he did 
not steal card, that female 
left it at Family Dollar and 
that the store has called 
a couple of times saying 
that they have the card. 
Peace restored; all should 
be quiet for the night. 
Thursday, 3/9 

6:31 a.m. Caller from rail­
road is hearing over radio 
that there is a brush fire 
that some railroad employ­
ees are attempting to put 
out with extinguishers. 
Shelburne Control notified 
to tone out MCFD. Update 
from Pan Am that fire is 
close to the fish hatchery. 
Officer on scene advises 
best access is from Ferry 
Road to Greenfield Road. 
Fire out; fire departments 
clearing scene. 
9:22 a.m. Report of trash 
from neighboring houses 
that was put out for col­
lection today blowing into 
street and nearby yards. 
Caller advised of options. 
Officer checked area. No 
hazards located. Trash is 
blowing around today due 
to abnormally high winds. 
12:56 p.m. Report of 
brush fire approximately 
200 yards off Old Stage 
Road, in or adjacent to 
the woods; believed to be 
a rekindle from a fire yes­
terday where the caller's 
neighbor had been burn­
ing brush. MCFD and 
MPD on scene. Fire out. 
3:1<6 p.m. Caller reporting 
that he was just in an ac­
cident at Gunn Road and 
Route 63. Two cars; no in­
juries. Report taken. 
7:52 p.m. Caller from 
Eleventh Street reporting 
that her neighbor is con­
tinuously setting off fire­
works tonight. She came 
outside and asked if he 
would stop, but he became 
confrontational and was 
swearing at her. Officer 
spoke to involved male; he 
states that he has no more 
fireworks and will be quiet 
for the night. 

Friday, 3/ 10 

12:1<6 a.m. Officer conduct­
ing a motor vehicle stop 
on Keith Street. Operator 
uncooperative. Officer re­
questing second unit. Units 
clear; citation issued. 
2:26 a.m. Caller from Av­
enue A reports that her 
boyfriend just returned 
home and told her he was 
jumped by a male lmown 
to them. Caller advises 
that boyfriend does not re­
call where the assault took 
place; he has significant 
facial injuries. Unlmown 
where suspect is now. Med­
Care and TFFD advised 
to stage short of scene. 
Officer advises scene is 
secure; medical personnel 
can proceed. Units clear 
of apartment and en route 
to suspect's location on K 
Street. Officer following 
up at Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center. 
7:-'H; a.m. Caller reports 
that someone has dumped 
SL'i: or seven tires along the 
riverbank on Main Street. 
Message left for DPW. 
5:23 p.m. Multiple 911 calls 
reporting that a vehicle has 
just driven into Food City 
and there is a "hole in the 
building." Officers, TFFD, 
and MedCare en route; 
voicemail left for building 
inspector. Fire bringing 
down several barricades. 
Support beam in front of 
store was struck and car 
drove about three feet into 
the building. Berkshire Gas 
en route; bent pipes, but no 
active leak at this time. 
6: 12 p.m. Report of big 
gray dog running loose 
on Turners Falls Road. 
Unable to locate. 
7:05 p.m. Car vs. dog on 
Turners Falls Road; dog 
injured but has left area. 
Unable to locate dog. Own­
er called advising that they 
returned home and learned 
that their dog is missing 
and was possibly hit. Offi­
cer speaking to owner. 
10:28 p.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street believes that 
his neighbor may be under 

the influence of some sort 
of drug; neighbor lives 
alone but is banging on 
floor screaming loudly to 
himself. Subject advised 
of complaint and will re­
main quiet. 
Saturday, 3/ 11 

1:01< a.m. Two car acci­
dent on Millers Falls Road. 
No injuries. Both vehicles 
towed. Citation issued to 
one driver for failure to 
stop at stop sign. 
1<:51< a.m. 

was arrest­
ed on a default warrant. 
10:06 a.m. 911 caller re­
porting out of control 
brush fire on North Street. 
Shelburne Control notified; 
MCFD toned out. 
3:57 p.m. Walk-in party 
states that when she went 
to Cece's for food, one of 
the workers attempted 
to kiss her and it was not 
wanted. Officer at Cece's to 
speak to staff. Other staff 
denies anything like that 
happened; second party on 
scene states that nothing 
like that was witnessed. 
6:1<5 p.m. Fire alarm 
activation at Shea Theater. 
Burnt popcorn. 
10:31 p.m. Caller reports 
that train has been sitting 
and running near Lake 
Pleasant Road since 5 p.m. 
Ongoing issue. 
10:35 p.m. Noise complaint 
on Montague City Road. 4-

5 carloads of people. Sub­
jects advised of complaint 
and told to keep it down. 
11 :31 p.m. Second call re­
gai·ding noise on Montague 
City Road; caller reports 
that after officers left, par­
ties turned up music and 
began talking about drug 
and alcohol activity. Parties 
advised that this would be 
last warning before crimi­
nal charges are involved. 
Sunday, 3/12 

7:31 a.m. Third report of 
loud party on Montague 
City Road. Party has per­
sisted; participants can be 
heard arguing about drug­
related issues. Two sum­
monses issued. 
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JLNEIL A. ZILINSKI 
ELECTRICIAN 

RESIDENTIAL *COMMERCIAL 
FULLY INSURED* FREE ESTIMATES 

24 BOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
OFFICE:413-498-2605 • CELL: 413-834-5780 

GILL, MA LIC# 39553E 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

The Domestic Darling 
vintage - a.rt - repurposed 

Wednesdays 12-6 pm 
Thursdays through Saturdays 11-6 pm 

Sundays 12-5 pm 

buy; etsy.com/shoprrheDomest1cDarling 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 



B4 

BONNETTE from page 81 

It was dangerous, but it was beauti­
ful, it was one of my favorite places 
down there. 

Turners really changed in the 
late '60s and early '70s when the 
Renaissance Community came in. 
There was Zapmia Pizza on Third 
Street, and the Noble Feast, which 
is now a parking lot next to the 
Rendezvous - it used to be a First 
National grocery store, then they 
made it into the Noble Feast. 

The Noble Feast was really cool 
because the hippies - we used to 
call them "the Hips" - they did all 
this papier-mache work, so that 
when you walked in, it was like you 
were walking into a cave. They had 
it all painted black with fluorescent 
shooting stars painted on the walls. 
I don't remember any windows, it 
was always dark. The food was de­
licious, it was all vegetarian. 

with them, I was really a local girl. 
It was important to my parents to 
make that definition. 

I think there were a lot of people 
that would say I'm friendly with 
them, but not too many in my age 
group or older were into it. A lot 
of younger kids would so1t of mn 
away from home and go up and 
live in the main lodge, and that was 
so1t of a concern. 

The ones that I associated with 
were the real entrepreneurs of the 
Renaissance Community. They were 
the people that really had a lifestyle 
vision that seemed really good to 
me. It was: living off the land or­
ganically, and being politically cor­
rect, being involved in politics. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER MARCH 16, 2017 

I liked to go there for lunch, and 
at the time I was working at the First 
National Bank in Turners, which 
is now the Fleet Bank [ c1mently 
Greenfield Cooperative Bank]. 

For instance, the Cucumber 
Groce1y, in the comer of the Colle 
Opera House. They sold things so 
cheaply, they were so into making 
it the most efficiently mn busi­
ness and they didn't want to rip off 
people. They weren't in it to make 
money, they were there to pay the 
workers a wage and keep the place 
going. They made all the other 
places lower their prices on milk 
and cigarettes. I was really glad 
that they were there. 

Corn Records promotwn billboard, on the roof of a Honda 600. Honda} first American model 111as a ti'!) vehicle 
with a two-cylinder engine that got near!J 50 mpg. Michael Metelica bought 35 of them from the interviewee} father 

in September 1973. Courte.ry of the Special Collections and University Archives, UMass-Amherst Libraries. 
That was one place I used to 

go, and then at night we'd go there 
dancing. And Rapunzel, a k.a. Mi­
chael Metelica, who was one of 
the founders of the Community, 
always had some rock band from 
somewhere playing there, and then 
he'd get up and sing a few songs. 
That was a lot offun, because it was 
a whole new cultural boom, and 
the hippies were all really differ­
ent and came from all walks of life. 
I enjoyed getting to know them, 
learning about what made them 
tick. I was always very careful that 
I didn't become one of them, but I 
was friends with them. 

There was a fear in town that 
"the hippies were coming," and it 
was "a cult," and they were going 
to "take all of our kids away." I had 
to make it clear to people that even 
though I looked like one of them, 
and dressed like them and hung out 

Next door was the greeting card 
place, it's what Silver Screen broke 
off out of. The greeting card com­
pany is up in Maine now and still 
doing really well, with beautiful 
greeting cards. So they were re­
ally talented people and they really 
walked the talk. They may have 
smoked pot, but they weren't into 
really heavy dmgs. They showed 
up for work eve1yday, they respect­
ed people in the downtown com­
munity. They weren't loitering and 
harassing people, they were always 
ve1y friendly. 

In fact, my father, being a 
downtown business man, was ve1y 
impressed. By this time, he was 
"Beaubien and Bonnette Sunoco." 
The Community got these little yel­
low cars, my father went to some 

Honda place and bought about fifty 
of them, a big package deal ... 

There were all these little yellow 
cars all over downtown Turners! It 
was like an invasion of insects; all 
the people in the Community had 
them. They had an account at my 
father's stations because he was 
the only guy in town, I remember 
they told me, that didn't ti·eat them 
like scum, or talk down to them or 
be suspicious of them. 

My father said they always paid 
their bills on time, they were always 
really courteous. The guy from Cu­
cumber Groce1y would sometimes 
walk down with a grinder for him, 
because they'd see that he'd be 
working through lunch. 

They were ve1y conscientious of 
senior citizens. If they knew some 
old guy that lived alone - even if 
he might have been the town wino 

Honoring Earl McGraw at the GMEF Gala 
TURNERS FALLS - This year 

will mark the 40th anniversaiy of the 
death of Elvis Presley. In tribute to 
his music and his legacy, the Gill­
Montague Education Fund proudly 
presents "More Jukebox Memories" 
for their 2017 Annual Gala on Sat­
urday, April 29 at 7:30 pm. at the 
high school, featmmg Elvis tribute 
a1tist David Lee. Also retmning, The 
American Longboards with their 
high-energy tribute to music of the 
'50s, '60s, and '70s. 

Tickets for the GMEF Annual 
Gala are on sale at the World Eye 
Bookshop in Greenfield, Scotty's 
Convenience Store in Turners Falls, 
by calling Sandy at 863-7296. or at 
www.thegmeforg. Tickets ai·e $25 
in advance, and $30 at the door. 

The GMEF will also honor the 
late Earl S. McGraw, educator and 
fonner vice-principal at GFMS/ 

TFS, in three ways: a special ti·ib­
ute to Eai·l in the Gala Program; a 
special tribute during the conceit 
itself; and by inviting tier-giving 
contributions in Earl's honor be­
fore the Gala. 

The GMEF's allllual tier-giving 
cainpaign mns from March 1 through 
April 14. There are six club levels for 
contributors: Einstein ($1,000); Mi­
chelangelo ($500); Galileo ($200); 
DaVmci ($100); Newton ($50); and 
Patron (any amom1t). 

All individuals and groups who 
donate will be acknowledged in 
the Gala Prograin. Donors making 
contributions of $100 or more will 
be recognized on an engraved plate 
on the 2017 plaque displayed out­
side the theater. 

There is a special page on the 
GMEF website, "Tributes to Earl 
McGraw." with a tier-giving fo1m for 

Earl. The GMEF's Board of Direc­
tors recognizes Earl McGraw with 
a tier-giving contribution because 
Earl's life exemplified the Fm1d's 
mission of students: "hea1mg their 
needs, and enriching their educa­
tion." The Board voted unanimously 
to honor Eai·l's memo1y, combining 
their individual personal contribu­
tions for the "Einstein Club." 

This money will be awarded in 
future grants. The GMEF's collab­
orative effo1t with unde1writers, 
sponsors, advertisers, and tier-giv­
ers has resulted not only in quality 
entertainment for our communities, 
but also made available more than 
$106,950 of student enrichment 
grants thus far. 

For more info1mation about the 
Annual Gala, Tickets, and Tributes to 
Earl McGraw, see ww,11.thegmeforg. 

Wendell Scholarships - Help Minds Grow! 
WENDELL - It's time to ap­

ply for scholarships from Dollars 
for Wendell Scholars! All students 
who live in Wendell and will be 
pursuing any kind of accredited 
post sec011daiy education next year 
can apply by completing the short 
and easy application. 

Applications for the scholarship 
are available at local high schools 
and at the Wendell Free Libra1y. 

They must be returned to the ad­
dress below by April 15. 

Our third allllual fundraiser was 
initiated with a mailing to all Wen­
dell residents in Febmaiy. Donations 
may be made to Dollai·s for Wendell 
Scholars, PO Box 232, Wendell, 
MA 01379 with checks payable to 
Dollars for Wendell Scholai·s. 

Or go to our crowdfunding site: 
www.youcaring.com/dollarsfor-

wendellscholarslll. 
Please help us support Wendell 

residents seeking post-secondaiy 
education ( college, university, or 
technical school). For more infor­
mation, call or email Carolyn Man­
ley at (978) 544-7028 (cmanl9@ 
wildblue.net), or Christine Heard 
at (978) 544-2282 (cheard59c@ 
aol.com). You may also speak with 
Joy Brelllleman at the Libraiy. 

- Cucumber guys, Noble Feast or 
Zapmia Pizza would always make 
up a plate for him if they had any 
left over food. I ba1tended at Car­
ney's at the time and I remember 
they would come in with plates of 
food for the guys there that were 
alone. It was my first exposure to 
feeding the homeless. 

I can't speak for all kids in my 
age group, but they really raised 
my consciousness about a lot of 
things, and I rather enjoyed them. 
Being zany enough, I think they re­
ally helped me be my own person. 

Toward the end there were a lot 
of kids that were tuning out and 
dropping out, the Tim Lea1y thing, 
and they were dropping acid and 
maybe doing other things, but that 
was really a small part. Michael/ 
Rapunzel, the leader, really did get 
caught up in it. 

FILM REVIEW 

There were almost like two Re­
naissance Communities. They had 
this solai· greenhouse and all win­
ter long they'd be growing things, 
and they were always ready to give 
you a tour up in the Community in 
Gill. And then, in the Opera house, 
there was Michael's podium and 
the Spirit in the Flesh Church. He 
was minister somehow. 

They had gutted the Shea The­
ater, there was carpeting all over the 
floor, big pillows and it was paint­
ed psychedelic. Michael would 
get up on the stage and preach, he 
was ve1y chai·ismatic. I think that's 
what scared the townspeople about 
their kids going there. I remember 
my mother saying, "You going 
where?? I don't want you getting 
in too thick with them ... " 

u 

Dr. Strange (2016) 
By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

Anybody who's been in movie 
theaters would know that people 
have been making a lot of movies 
about comic book characters. I have 
seen quite a few of those movies, 
the latest being Dr. Strange. 

I am somewhat familiar with the 
story of the character. The charac­
ter, whose full naine is Dr. Stephen 
Strange, was an an-ogant but a gift­
ed neurosurgeon who lost the use of 
his hands in a car accident and can 
no longer be the surgeon he was be­
cause of it. He spends nearly all of 
his wealth hying to get back the use 
of his hands. 

Like in the c01nic, when he ti·ies 
to find a way to heal his hands, he 
finds his way to the "Ancient One" 
- a powerful sorcerer who agrees 
to teach him the mystic a1ts after 
Strange asks her to. 

I run also familiar with a couple 
of characters connected to the Dr. 
Strange comic, who are both fea­
tured in the film. One is a fellow 
sorcerer named Mordo. The other 
is a powerful god-like figure named 
Dormammu. 

I won't say what happens with 
them, but during the film, Sti·ange 
comes into possession of that sig­
nature cloak that he weai·s, which 
turns out to be a magical item that 

helps shield him from attack and 
allows him to levitate. Also by the 
end of the film, he becomes the de­
fender of the realm that Dr. Sti·ange 
is known to be. He starts doing that 
from a place called the New York 
Sanctum. 

The movie wasn't an inaccurate 
po1trayal of the comic book char­
acter Dr. Strange. It pays homage 
to the character by having him be 
pretty much the way he was created 
to be by comic book artists. 

In fact, the film's Ancient One 
featured is ve1y similar to one of the 
comic book versions of the charac­
ter. Both would be called a "mor­
ally gray" individual by some. That 
chai·acterization is connected to the 
reason both ai·e immo1tal. 

The movie was unique and ve1y 
different, like the last Marvel Com­
ics movie I saw in theaters, which 
was Ant-Man (2015). I liked that 
ve1y much. The other Maivel Com­
ics movies, after seeing a few of 
them, didn't really thrill me, but Dr. 
Strange manages to do an all right 
job of doing that. 

There were also some post-cred­
it scenes where it was indicated 
that there will be a sequel to Dr. 
Sti·ange, because of some action 
Mordo was doing, and that will see 
Dr. Strange appeai· in some other 
Marvel Comics movies. 
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BELOW: Corin and 
Luke Wisnewski 

of Montague browse 
the newspaper while 
visiting the i\1useum 

of Science in 
Montreal Quebec. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ABOVE: Gabriel J E. Rice reads 
an article about urine collection in the 
Montague Reporter in front of the 

White House. Gabe was in Washington 
DC on Friday, March 10, proud!J 

standing with the Standing Rock Sioux. 

Going somewhere? Take us with you! Send 
photos to editor@montaguereporter.org. 

MISS STEMPLE RECALLS THE . PAST 

In browsing the archives of the Turners Falls Herald (J 940-1942) we were delighted to find the paper had tracked 
down Antonia J. Stemple, who had worked in various escalating capacities at the Turners Falls Rep01ter (1872-
1922), and encouraged her to submit a regular column of her recollections. 

We are reprinting that column, which ran irregularly in the Herald over an eight-month period under the title 
"Looking Backward, " in our own pages. 

In her colmnn last week, Miss 
Stemple described some of the 
"printers devils" who worked at the 
plant of the Turners Falls Reporter. 
She continues her story this week. 

-Ed. Note 

Another of our devils came 
from one of the upper cmst fa1ni­
lies. It was quickly evident that he 
had no idea of what apprenticeship 
in a newspaper office involved. He 
apparently expected to adorn the 
front office exclusively and came 
attired for that role. 

When he had to lug coal from 
the cellar and clean press rollers, his 
spirits flagged perceptibly. But he 
gallantly grinned and bore the indig­
nities without saying very much. 

The worm turned, however, when 
he was set to operating a perforating 
machine. This involved standing on 

- Montague Repo1ter eds. 

one foot and tripping a lever with 
the other. Adinittedly this was a tire­
some job and far from stimulating 
or interesting work. Ben stuck it out 
for a day or two and then inconti­
nently resigned, annom1cing that he 
was not going to stand on one leg all 
day for nobody. 

One of om lads came to us at a 
considerably older age than most 
candidates. He had worked in one of 
the factories for two or three years 
and then decided his fo1te was jom­
nalism or p1inting. He was a muscu­
lar, generously built, freckled faced 
Irish youth brimful of wit and fun 
and an earnest desire to get ahead. 

As an apprentice he did remark­
ably well. In fact, he applied him­
self so faithfully that "The Boss" 
took pa1ticular pains to instmct 
him and advance him more rapidly 

than was usual. 
Tim had a keen nose for news 

and was always bringing in choice 
bits of information, usually the m1-
dercover activities and wire pull­
ings of the town politicians. Much 
of tllis was merely gossip but a 
deal of it was tmth and indicated 
the youth was ale1t and interested 
in doing what he could to help 
produce a live newspaper. He also 
had the proverbial Irish love for a 
scrap, verbal or othe1wise. 

In those days the tramp printer 
was a familiar figm·e in every p1int­
ing office. One particularly obstrep­
erous specimen invaded the Reporter 
office one day ai1d made himself so 
obnoxious because of the firewater 
he had imbibed that he was ordered 
off the pre1nises. 

The tramp refused to obey the 
orders of "the Boss." Tim watched 
the proceedings with bright-eyed 

LEFT: Debbie W qy and 
Leo Hwang take some time to 
catch up on the Reporter on 

the beaches of Culebra, Puerto 
Rico in February. 

BELOW: Montague 
selectman Michael Nelson 
catches up on his hometown 
paper while vacationing in 

Majahua4 Mexico. 

B5 

One of at least three buildings occupied ry the Turners Falls Reporter office, 
above the "N.B. Hall Dining Room," now the Between the Uprights sports bar. 

interest ai1d seeing that Mr. Bagnall 
was making little progress in get­
ting rid of the quarrelsome visitor, he 
could stai1d the situation no longer. 
So he sidled up to his employer, his 
hair bristling ai1d the lust for battle 
gleaining in his eyes. 

"Aw," he pleaded, "leave him to 
me, Boss; leave him to me!" and 
without waiting for pennission he 
seized the tramp in the proper place 
in his rear ai1d vigorously pushed 

and booted him down the stairs and 
onto the sidewalk. 

Tim came back from the skinnish 
positively radiant with delight over 
a job well done. He was so pleased 
with himself and got so much satis­
faction out of his good deed that he 
did about twice the usual amount of 
work that day. 

We were all ve1y fond of Tim and 
his memory will never fade. 
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Coloring is the latest craze. Have fun coloring these pictures by local artists! 
Edited by BEVERLY KETCH Would you have fun helping with the children's page? Your newspaper crafts, children's drawings and favorite 

activity suggestions would be a wonderful addition! Contact Beverly at kidspage@montaguereporter.org. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS, CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: ARIEL KOTKER; JOEL PAXTON, JOSHUA BURKETT, ANO BEVERLY KETCH. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
ONGOING EVENTS 
EVERY SUNDAY 

McCusker's Co-op Market, 
Shelburne Falls: Celtic Ses­
sions. Musicians of all levels 
welcome to play traditional Irish 
music. 10:30 a.m. 

Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Jazz Night. 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Greenfield Harmony Spring Ses­
sion; come join the community 
chorus. No auditions. 6:45 p.m. 
Contact mcbrass@vermontel. 
net for location and details. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Stories, projects, 
and snacks for young children 
and their caretakers. 10:15 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. Ages 0 
to 5 and caregivers. 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Homeschool Science. Hands­
on STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) activities for 
homeschoolers of all ages, with 
Angela or special guest. 1 p.m. 

New Salem Public Library: Teen 
and Tweens. Program for 11 to 
18 year olds. 1 :30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Jazz 
Series with Ted Wirt and his 
Hammond 83. 7 p.m. 

3rd WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Roots 
at the Root Cellar. Reggae DJs 
mixing up roots, dub, dancehall, 
steppas and more. 9 p.m. Free. 

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY 

Arts Block (4th floor), Green­
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 

& Late Night Open Mic JAM. 20 
piece ensemble play son, salsa, 
chacha and much more. 8 p.m. 
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. 
Children and their caregivers 
invited. 10 to 11 a.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Open 
Mic. 6 to 8 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Franklin County Pool League. 6 
to 11 p.m. 

2nd AND 4TH THURSDAY 

Hubie's Tavern: TNT Karaoke. 
9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: It's Kidleidoscope! 
Each Week includes a story, in­
teractive games, and a craft to 
introduce you and your child to 
the natural world. Program rec­
ommended for ages 3-6 with a 
parent or guardian. 10:30 a.m. 
to 11 :30 a.m. 

Dickinson Memorial Library, 
Northfield: Story Hour with Dana 
Lee. For pre-schoolers and their 
caregivers. 10:30 to11 :30 a.m. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m. 

TheAlvah Stone, Montague Cen­
ter: Eli Catlin. Country Blues. 

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY 

Community Yoga and Wellness 
Center, Greenfield: Greenfield 
Circle Dance. 6 to 8 p.m. $ 

FIRST SATURDAY MONTHLY 

Dickinson Memorial Library, 
Northfield: Harry Potter book 
discussion; trivia, activities and 
a snack. Each movie will be 
shown the following Friday eve­
ning. 1 to 3 p.m. 

EXHIBITS: 
Artspace, Greenfield: The Real 
Remembered by Esther S. 
White. Closing reception Friday, 
March 24, 5 to 7 p.m. 

Domestic Darlings, Turners 
Falls: Rumpled Beds, photo­
graphs and collages by Trish 
Crapo. Through March. 

GCTV, Greenfield: Alice Thom­
as's "Whispers" series; paint­
ings about endangered and ex­
tinct species in nature. Through 
March 28. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Montague Favor­
ite Places Exhibit. Fans of Mon­
tague created art about their fa­
vorite places in all of our villages. 
Come see the results! Through 
April 23. 

Hope & Olive, Greenfield: Anja 
Schutz exhibit "Photographs," 
landscapes, portraits, still lifes, 
and dogs. Through May. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: What 
Does Your Flag Look Like? 
Three-dimensional lines of paint, 
wire, cloth, wood, metal and 
more consider how the symbolic 
language of the flag can be used 
to communicate who we are in 
the year 2017. Until March 25. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Nathan Hanford: Friend­
ship Thread; portraits of friends 
and artworks by Veterans of Sol­
dier On. Embroidery, mixed me­
dia. Through April. Also, Lower 
Gallery: Mohawk Trail Middle & 
High School Visual Arts Show­
case. Reception: April 8th, 4 to 6 
p.m. Music by The Paperweights, 
and Mohawk student performers 
Through April. 

Sawmill River Arts Gallery: Guest 
Exhibit by Lana Fiala, featuring 
recent paintings focusing on chil­
dren. Through April 2. 

Shelburne Arts Coop, Shelburne 
Falls: Spring Preview, a group 
show by member artists. Through 
March 27. 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Jane Litwin Taylor's Catching 
The Light. Mosaic art and bead­
work. Also in the Herrick Gallery, 
After the Fair, photography by 
Jessica Star, taken at night at 
the Franklin County Fairgrounds. 
Both exhibits through April. 

SUBMISSIONS: 
Call for Art: Exploded View is cu­
rating a community art show at 
the Great Falls Discovery Center 
in Turners Falls in May. Artists 
living in Western Massachusetts 
can submit wall art on the theme 
of rivers and water for this "Catch 
and Release" exhibit. Deadline 
April 22. Submit up to three jpegs 
to explodedviewma@gmail.com 
Questions? 413.834.8800. 

Conway's Sestercentennial 
(250th birthday). Request for 
Proposals for one act plays to 
be performed on Friday, June 9, 
and Saturday, June 10th, 2017 at 
the Sportsman's Club Pavillion. 
Send all proposals and questions 
to Mike at verybratty@aol.com. 

GCC's literary journal, Plum, an­
nounces the Michael Doherty 
Writing Contest open to all writ­
ers from the W. Mass., southern 
VT, and southern NH. Cash priz­
es. Deadline April 20. Submit to: 
plumeditors@gmail.com Ques­
tions?: mwilliams-russell@gcc. 
mass.edu 

Slate Roof Press announces the 
2017 Elyse Wolf Prize for their 
annual poetry chapbook contest. 
Deadline June 15. Details at: 
http :I Isla teroofpresscontest. sub­
mittable. com/submit. 

EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 16 

New Salem Public Library, New 
Salem: Mycoterra Farm pres­
ents Learn to Grow Your Own 
Mushrooms. 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Long-

fellows. Funky Blues with Tom­
my Filiault, Doug Plavin, and 
Klondike Koehler. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Half-Shaved Jazz. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Wet 
Tuna, Noise Nomads I Matt 
Krefting duo, Trevor Healy, and 
Green Hill Builders. 8 p.m. $ 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band. 
Americana-ana. 6:30 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Four Rivers Charter School 
presents Sherlock Holmes and 
the West End Horror. 7 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Jess Klein, singer/songwriter, 
and Joseph Parsons, pop rock. 
8 p.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Vimana. 
8 p.m. $ 

Shutesbury Athletic Club, Shutu­
esbury: Boys of the Landfill. 
Traditional Celtic and fiddle mu­
sic. 8:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Irish Twist­
ers. Great Irish Craic; come cel­
ebrate St. Patrick's Day! 9 p.m. 

SATURDA~MARCH18 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Four Rivers Charter School 
presents Sherlock Holmes and 
the West End Horror. 7 p.m. $ 

Guiding Star Grange, Green­
field: Contra for Conway. Special 
Fundraiser Contradance for the 
Conway Tornado Relief Fund. 8 
p.m. Donations to Relief Fund. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Folk duo Austin & Elliott, and 
Michael Metivier, poet, singer/ 
songwriter. 8 p.m. $ 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Com­
munity Smokes wl Head Band. 
Rock/reggae. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lunar Car­
nival. Folk, Jazz, Americana. 
9 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern: Watchdog with 
the Package. 9 p.m. $ 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 

Leverett Crafts & Arts, Leverett: 
Danse Cafe presents Festibal 
Benefit Music & Dance Party 
for the Conway Tornado Re­
lief Fund. Live music and Hors 
d'oeuvres potluck. 2:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Donations to Relief Fund. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lazy 
Bones. Old timey, jazz, blues, 
exotica and more. 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Open Old-Time Music Session. 
8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 23 

New Salem Public Library, New 
Salem: Friends of the Library 
presents local author Tommy 
Shea, co-author of Dingers: The 
101 Most Memorable Home 

B7 

Runs in Baseball History. 7 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Acoutic guitarists Julian Lage & 
Chris "Critter" Eldridge, and Ao­
ife O'Donovan. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rear Defrosters, honky-tonk, 
and Kate Lorenz from Rusty 
Belle as a solo to open. 8 p.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: An Eve­
ning with Holly Bowling. 8 p.m. 
$ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 8-3's 
Rock Organ Trio. Late '60s -
early '70s classic rock. 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & the Pistoleros. Out­
law country. 9 p.m. 

t~1.Jt r~,1 
The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Screec, Tumers !'alls 

Hot Cocoa Fridays! 
Starting in 
December 

2:30 to 5 p.m. 
www.btickhouserommuniry.org 

413,1363-9576 

THURS 3/16 7:30 
Half Shaved Jazz 

FRI 3/17 6:30 
Uncle Hal's 

Crab Grass Band 

SAT.3/18 
no show 

SUN. 3/19 9pm 
TNT KARAOKE 

MON. 3/20 8pm 
BINGO!!! 

78 TfllRD STREET 
TURNERS Fll1S. Ml 
IIIEIIJ£1VOUSfflo1&,COM 
TEL:413-163·2166 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

"tll't Product; 011 
\')\ & \(araoke specialist $ 

~ 
r • s 

413-522-6035 
www.tntprodj.net 

0iftftiWNSElf fidRIGlnt 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ 'Jlll\£l'( Of 
Easy in"tov.n location ~rrl$t ~ · 
Secure 24-hour access 1t1,1C.U 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fl/ 
Coni.ructors, Pica Marketers. Trod~show Vcno,,rs 

and Art.is ts encouraged lo im1u ire 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

"""' " . 
• ,; .. ,j-~ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 
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Saturday, March 25, 4-1 Opm 
Suggested donation at the door $5-$15 

Shea Theater Arts Center 
71 Avenue A, Turners Fat1s 

FLOHR from page 81 

which she fulfilled by inviting her 
entire writing class to Wendell to 
hike to the top of Bear Mmmtain. 
There they shared a picnic and wrote 
their responses to nature, a la Tho­
reau and Emerson. Now she points 
to this event as her first experience in 
creating a writing group, and recalls 
how she recognized it as something 
she wanted to do more of. 

Ruth settled in, becoming a con­
tributing reporter for the Hampshire 
Gazette and Gill coffespondent for 
the Greenfield Recorder. She delved 
into the history of Wendell, and made 
friendships that last to this day, keep­
ing up a coffespondence with one 
friend for over 20 years after she left 
the area. She se1ved one semester as 
an intern at the State House, com­
muting twice a week to Boston. 

Eventually, Ruth emolled in the 
Ada Comstock program at Smith 
and earned her B.A. in American 
Literature. She developed a minor 
in women's studies, carrying out 
a research project about working­
class women going to college, at a 
time when she was one of the com­
parative few who did so. Her inter­
est in theories of commm:tication 
was also expanding. 

Because she wanted to pursue an 
advanced degree, she moved to the 
Berkeley, California and attended 
San Francisco State College. While 
there, she embraced a communica­
tion theo1y that uses a system of 
"creative dialogue" to foster non­
judgmental communication, and to 

create meaning through sto1y telling. 
She believes that writers succeed 
when they find their own words and 
get beyond their own expectations. 
In Berkeley she ran a popular work­
shop entitled "Women Who Run 
With Words." She earned a degree 
in speech and c01mnunication, and 
taught at San Francisco State Col­
lege for seven years. 

When the oppo1tunity arose, she 
decided to move back to the area 
she had loved so much. Now she 
teaches communication at Holyoke 
Colllinunity College and conducts 
writing groups in her own commu­
nity. Periodically, she offers a new 
memoir course for beginners, but 
two of those courses have evolved 
into longer-mru:ting groups, one of 
which has been together now for -
over four years. 

Questioned about their experi­
ence with Ruth's classes, partici­
pants are ve1y enthusiastic about her 
teaching style. Often they talk about 
her skill in drawing out the talents 
of her students. Paiticipant Phyllis 
Lawrence says that "Ruth can help a 
writer choose and define a 'point of 
view,' and illuminate a 'voice' from 
which to speak." 

'tR~ 
~\\ 

REPUBLIC 
SERVICES 

4pm: Grupo Folklorico 
Children's dance troupe presenting traditional Mexican and 
South American dances In addition to original plec~s 

4:30pm: Performance Project 
"Tenderness Selections" is a blend of monologues, 
storytelling, movement scenes, and includes five languages. 
Created by First Generation Ensemble 

6pm: community Meal 

7pm: Moonlight and Morning Star ~ 
Unique Interpretations of jazz standards, R&B'classlcs, Gospe~ 

Jewish souL <'nnVL>n "'"~~ 

original songs and~ . ; 

8pm: Tang Sauc~a DJ Stealth 
Clever hip ~yme schemes, jazz inspired trumpet with 
~.eo,ie:sonic smoothness! 

--
Art by Rodney Madison, Luis Felipe Gonzalez and Nina Yagual 

www. turnersfallsriverculture .or 

.,,, JUDD WIRE INC. 
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~ SAVINGS BANK ~OIT UNION !.Ct~T 

As Kai Judd puts it, she "sees the 
potential in her students and gently 
draws out the voice that tells the sto­
ries of the heart." Her techniques en­
sure that a wide variety of responses 
ai·e elicited. 

from her exotic collection, and words 
that bring a msh of images - 'the kit­
chen,' 'hair,' 'far away.' Then she 
writes along with us. I never suspect­
ed I was that kind of a writer." 

students, including those non-writers 
who are apprehensive about begin­
ning the writing process." 

It's safe to say that Dvora Cohen 
smns up Flohr's success when she 
says, "I love being in the writing 
group. It's such a great way to be 
together - to write together and then 

to listen to what others and you have 
written." 

It appears that there are many 
people who are glad the Ruth Flohr 
has found her way back home. 

Chris Queen says that "Ruth 
prompts us with phrases from litera­
ture and populai· speech, postcards 

Linda Lau emphasized the acces­
sibility of the teacher and material: 
"She manages to inspire all of her 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666 

Anyone interested in pa1ticipating 

in a workshop can reach her Ill■• 
at (413) 727-2002. Ill!!!. 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
• Pizzas 
• Entrees 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

~ 
COMPANY 
30 Montague Street 

TURNERS FALLS 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

A BEAUTIFUL 
Smile Starts With 
Healthy Teeth 

GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD 

Qr,'ri Jo/1MKJll, CQr•orto,1 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I ':3-g6 '3-97 g6 • Gerilohn1on!1 Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cetfified RttidentJaJ Specialist) 
Onlr 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this iJl'Sti~ous desig,ia1ioo. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertise and )'OUr shiekf ol 
dSStrance. Pul )'Ollr lruSI in the best to gel ihe job dore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfMing. ~lw~~ choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ~rn1~ oi /'l'f>l'Wr,M • •• lffll@\lfuiifa.:31 66 French King Hwy., Gill 

itiUiiiiiii (41~ 86~736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
11-.,iepma.com 

21 Bank Row, Clld. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~[ ~[~lrn I J~1.~J~~ 
~ VISIT OVR NEl/7 

~ TJ\STIMB HOOIVI 
ARTISAM 
BEVERAGE 
COOPERATIVE 

FRl:4-7PM 
SAT:2-6PM 
324 Wells Street, Greenfield, MA 

WWW.ARTB[V.COOP Franklin County CDC 

The Gi 11 Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www. theg ill tavern. com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed -Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 413-834- 7569 

LAWN '1CARE 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Accepting New Plow Customers 
Within 7 Miles of Montague Center 

522-2563 
www.T urn Lawn Care.com 

r--

TS SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY CO. INC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace Products 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
wood. gas stoves. inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy lo choose the righl unit 
lo ~uil youi· lifcslylc. 

www.shanahansuppfy.com 
529 S. M.aio St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 




