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Ira He!fand, M.D., co-founder of the Nobel Peace Prize 111inning 
Pf?ysicians for Social Responsibility, speaking at GCC. 

BY JOSEPHA. 
PARZYCH 
GREENFIELD Ira 
Helfand, M.D., co-founder 
of the Nobel Peace Prize 
winning Physicians for 
Social Responsibility and an 
emergency physician in 
Springfield, came to 
Greenfield Community 
College on Monday to talk 
about lessons learned from 
the Fukushima triple melt­
down in Japan to a crowd of 
about 100. Helfand, recently 
returned from a conference 
dealing with the aftermath 
of that ongoing catastrophe 
in Japan, warned that 
Franklin County is not 
immune from the possibility 
that a similarly devastating 
nuclear catastrophe could 

strike the troubled nuclear 
reactor in Vernon, VT, less 
than 15 miles from the col­
lege. 

"The connection between 
Vermont Yankee and 
Fukushima is that the six 
reactor units operated at the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant complex are of 
the same age and design as 
the General Electric Mark 1 
boiling water reactor in 
Vernon, VT," Helfand said. 

Activist Deb Katz of the 
Citizens Awareness 
Network, who led the suc­
cessful fight to shut down 
the Yankee Atomic Plant in 
Rowe, closed permanently 
in 1992, later spoke about 
the ongoing fight to shut 
down Vermont Yankee, and 
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urged people living within a 

I Think We Can, I Think We Can ... 
Passenger Rail Returning 
to Franklin County by 2014 

50 mile radius of the reactor BY SHIRA HILLEL 
to get active in that effort. 
She cited the difficulties of 
trying to deal with big cor­
porations that are more con­
cerned with profits than 
community health and safe­
ty. She urged members of 
the audience to contact 
politicians like state senator 
Stanley Rosenberg with 

o their concerns about living 
~ . 
~ downwmd of Vermont 
~ Yankee. 
~ "You need to contact 
< your political representa­
: tives," Helfand agreed. 
if "The government overlooks 
~ the risks of nuclear plants 
.., and even finances them 

because the process of 
enriching radioactive mate­
rial for power plants and for 
nuclear weapons are very 
similar." 

SOUTH DEERFIELD -
Like the little engine that 
could, the Franklin County 
passenger train, with a little 
help from its friend, the fed­
eral stimulus package, will 
soon make the grade. 

On Thursday, September 
20th, at the Franklin County 
Selectmen's Association 
meeting held at the Polish 
American Club m South 
Deerfield, the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission's 
executive director, Timothy 
Brennan, updated the crowd 
on plans to bring passenger 
rail back to Franklin County. 

Discussing the ambitious 
transit goals of the 
Massachusetts rail system, 
Brennan quipped: "We have 
traction, no pun intended." 

Brennan outlined the 
details of the rail project 
along the n01th-south con-i­
dor, what he refen-ed to as the 
Connecticut River main line. 
The state of Massachusetts is 
working together with 
Vermont and Connecticut to 
return passenger train service 
to the main con-idor to serve 
more riders. 

Transportation finance is a 
big ticket item in the FY'14 
budget recommendations for 
Franklin County. The state of 
Massachusetts allocates sub-

Helfand went on to cite 
three catastrophic accidents 
in the past. "The big ones 
were, number one, in 1957 
in [Kyshtym] Russia, a large 
tank of radioactive waste 
exploded, laying waste to 22 
villages. The Russian gov­
ernment covered it up, and 
the CIA kept it secret. 
Number 2, an accident 
occtmed at Chernobyl leav­
ing large areas unfit for 
human habitation, and 
Fukushima is number 
three." stantial funds each year 

at toward the repair of roads, 
to bridges, the rail system and 

other major infrastmcture 
projects for the 
Massachusetts Department of 

But the worst event 
Fukushima may be yet 
come. 

"The biggest danger at 
see DISASTER page 5 

Transportation. 
N01th of the Springfield 

switch, Brennan explained, 
the rail track straight up to 
Greenfield is owned by Pan 
Am Railways, which uses the 
tracks for cargo trains. South 
of the Springfield switch, 
straight down to New Haven, 
CT, the rail tracks are owned 
by Amtrak, which provides 
passenger service. Amtrak 
has both inter-city trains for 
long distance service and 
commuter service trains in 
Connecticut during the peak 
hours of the morning and 
afternoon. 

In 1989, the condition of 
the track n01th of Springfield 
to Holyoke, Northampton 
and Greenfield had grown 
very poor. When Pan Am 
took over that section of the 
track, Amtrak had to create a 
workaround for their passen­
ger train service. They 
moved the north route from 
Springfield east to Palmer 
and then north to Amherst 
before rejoining the main 
track at the border of 
Vermont. Thus, Holyoke> 
Northampton and Greenfield 
lost their passenger stations. 

When President Obama 
designated eight billion dol­
lars of the federal stimulus 
package for high speed rail 
transportation, Brennan said 
his antennae went up. 
Massachusetts had a "shovel 
ready project" to pitch: 
rebuilding and improving the 
existing main line rail con-i­
dor from Sp11ngfield north. 

The state of Massachusetts 
applied and was granted 70 
million dollars in the first 
round of funding (there are 
two more rounds to apply 
for), which must be used 
within 24 months. Thus, by 
2014, Amtrak passenger 
service should be returned to 
the main line, with stops in 
Northampton and Greenfield. 

Brennan made it clear that 
Massachusetts made a deci­
sion to upgrade their train 
service to "higher speed" 
trains, not "high speed" 
trains. New England will not 
see bullet speed trains, like 
the trains in Europe and Asia, 
which can travel up to 220 
miles per hour. Those trains 
require an entirely new infra­
stmcture. Instead, New 
England is focused on 
improving an already exist­
ing infrastmcture so as to 
allow higher speed train serv­
ice that will be competitive 
with car travel. These new 
trains will reach speeds ofup 
to 100 miles per hour, and 
will travel at an average 
speed of 70 nliles per hour. 

Brennan explained the 
state's studies show that by 
moving the train back to the 
main track, there should be a 
24% increase in ridership, 
brought about by serving 
higher population areas. 
Amherst will lose its passen­
ger train service, but 
Holyoke, Northampton and 
Greenfield will gain passen-

see RAIL page 5 

French Canadian Tales and Legends 
BY ANNE HARDING 
GREAT FALLS - If the 
crowd gets any larger at the 
Turners Falls RiverCulture 
"Legends and Tales" se11es 
they'll have to move over to 
the Shea Theater. 

Local historian Vicki 
Valley and town admiilistrator 
Frank Abbondanzio led more 
than 100 visitors through the 
French Canadian immigrant 
story and their influence in 
Alvah Crocker's planned 
industrial commmlity of 
Turners Falls last F11day. 

Citing the statistic of a 32 
percent foreign-born popula­
tion residing in Montague by 
1880, with most of those 
immigrants living in Turners 
Falls, Abbondanzio noted the 
French Canadian population 
accounted for 40 percent of 
that number. 

Among the earlier immi­
grants to an-ive, French 
Canadians began aniving in 
the late 1860s and were active 
in building the infrastructure 
of the town. Some French 
Canadians worked for a 
Montr·eal-based firm involved 
in the constrnction of the 
Hoosac Tunnel. They fol­
lowed the construction trade 
to Tmners Falls for the build­
ing of the dam and the excava-

tion of the power canal. 
The earlier immigrants to 

Turners included many still­
familiar family names -
LaPointe, LaPorte, Ducharme, 
Desautelles, Nadeau, Vivier, 
LaPean and Moreau. 

Another project of Alvah 
Crocker, the 4¾ mile long 
Hoosac Tunnel was blasted 
through the Hoosac Mountain 
between the Deerfield River 
on the east and the Hoosac 
River on the west, creating rail 
passage from Fl01ida, MA to 
North Adams. From its 1851 
groundbreaking to its eventual 
grand opening in 1876, the 
project was fraught with geo­
logical, logistical, finar1cial 
and political setbacks, and 
numerous workers met their 
deaths in its construction. 

B. N. Fan-en, another 
notable Montague indust1.1al­
ist, managed the final con­
struction stages of the tunnel, 
including the widening of nar­
row spots and the reinforce­
ment of some of the weaker 
ar·eas with b11ck ar·ching. 
Some areas that passed 
through "pon-idge stone" 
rather than granite were lined 
with six to eight layers of 
b11ck. Much of the brick 
came from the brickyar·ds of 
Montague City, where French 

Canadians were often 
employed. 

The Montague brickyar·d of 
R.L. Goss was producing 
30,000 b11ck per day by 1872, 
and many were earmarked for 
the Hoosac Tunnel. The pre­
vious year· the Goss b1ickyar·d 
sold more than two million 
b11cks for constmction in 
Turners Falls in addition to 
tr·ainloads that were shipped to 
projects in outlying regions 
including Fitchburg, 
Worcester and parts of 
Connecticut. At the same 
time another Montague brick­
yard by the narne of Adams 
was producing about 25,000 
bricks per day, and was credit­
ed with selling more than 
800,000 bricks just for the 
construction of the new 
Turners Falls Keith Paper 
Compar1y in 1872. The stack 
is still standing today. 

The French Canadiar1 pop­
ulation swelled in the spring 
with the ar1ival of the lumber­
jacks dmi.ng tl1e annual log 
drive. It is likely that some of 
this transient population even­
tually settled in Turners Falls 
and tl1e smrotmding villages. 
Otl1er iimnigrants worked in 
the sawmill and the Montague 
Pulp arid Paper Mill. 

A larger wave of immi-

Ken Karpowicz on accordian, Doug Feenry, banjo and Cynthia Thomas, on fiddle plqyed traditional tunes 
to entettain the crowd at the French Canadian Tales and Legends at the Discovery Center 

grants ar1ived in the late 1870s end of the 19th century New masses were held in English, 
with the opening of the England nlills were actively until 1874 when a special 9 
Griswold Cotton Mill. Like recruiting Quebecois. In their a.m. service was initiated for 
many Emopean immigrants, search for stable employment, the French speaking par-ish­
the Quebecois often came the Tmners Falls immigrants ioners. 
from rnral environments often took a meandering route The Quebec immigrants 
where overcrowding arid lack through New York, Vermont were ambivalent about their 
of ar·able lar1d contributed to or eastern Massachusetts. illllnigration and it seems 
high poverty levels. The As for the Polish anivals, many travelled back and forth 
promise of jobs drew French the church was the center of between the two com1h1es 
Canadiaris to New England the French Canadian commu- depending on the economic 
from the Richelieu River nity and helped keep the times and other events in their 
Valley, with mar1y from Trois Quebecois heritage alive. lives. Fierce pride in their 
Riviere and other small towns Upon their arrival in Tmners, French heritage kept traditions 
of the region. the only Catholic Church and language alive. 

They gained a reputation as option was at St. Mary's (now The Saint Jean Baptiste 
good mill workers and by the Om Lady of Peace) where see CANADIAN page 5 
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PETS OF THE WEEK 
Still Waiting 

Niketa 
I'm Niketa, a 12 year old female 

husky/akita mix. I'm a senior peti­
zen, I won't deny it. But a senior 
dog comes with a lot of perks. 

For starters, I'm very low key. I 
like to napa lot. I do enjoy my 
walks as well and love to be out­
side in the fresh air and sunshine. 

I was housetrained in my 
previous home but I will have an 
accident if I'm left home alone for 
a ve1y long time. Just a bit hard to 
hold it super long nowadays. I 
don't mind other dogs as long as 
they're mellow like myself. No 
cats please. I haven't had much 
experience with young children so 
I prefer a home with adults or teens 
instead. If you have room in your 
home and heart for an older dog 
like me, ask the staff to bring me 
on out so you can meet me in per­
son. 

For more info1mation on adopt­
ing me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at 
413-548-9898 or info@dpvhs.org. 

• BOTTLES 
&CANS 

Week of October 1st 
in Montagu 

NANCY L, DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~ 
moving to 

20 State Street, 
Buckland side 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

"' -< 
ocally Owned Slnoe 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

'Orb.e :fflontagu.e 
3&.eport.er 

Published weekly on Thm-sday. 
(Every other week in July and August. 

Wednesday paper fourth week of 
November. No paper last week of 

December.) 
PHONE (413)863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address changes 

to 
The Montague Repo1ier 

58 4th Sti·eet 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Tuesday at NOON. 

TI1is newspaper shall not be liable for 
et1·ors in adve1tisetnents, but will print 
without charge that patt of the advei·­
tisement in which an en-or oc,cun-ed. 
The publishers reserve the right to 

refuse adve1tising for any reason and 
to alter copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper, such as 
they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Homesthool "Around the World" Serles 

TURNERS FALLS - A new 
Homeschool series, "Around The 
World," will start at the Carnegie 
Library on Wednesday, October 
3rd. The free series will meet 
weekly on Wednesdays at 1 : 15 
through November 14th. We will 
be studying geography, histo1y, 
art, cuisine and the culture of dif-

ferent countries such as Italy, 
Mexico, India and England. Linda 
Hickman and Ruth O'Mara will be 
leading the sessions. 
Homeschooling children of all 
ages and their families are invited 
to pa1ticipate. For more informa­
tion, call the Carnegie Library, 
863-3214. ~ 

0 
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Gill MONTAGUE COUNCIL ON AGING 
Palntlnd Class 

a. 
a:: w 
Ul 

~ ... 
The Gill Montague Council on 

Aging will be offering a six week 
painting class with David Sund 
beginning Tuesday October 2. The 
class will meet on six successive 
Tuesdays (excepting Election Day) 
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the Gill 
Montague Senior Center, 62 Fifth 
Street in Turners Falls. 

David Sund is a well known 
local painter whose landscapes, flo­
rals, and architectural paintings are 
regularly exhibited at 11 South 
Galle1y in Bernardston, 11 south­
galle1y. com. 

The class is open to senior ~ 
painters of any skill level, seniors 5 
who have never painted and would ffi 
like to start, and painters who c, 

would like to work on their own in­
progress works with in-class sup­
port from David. Attendance will 
be !united to twelve and materials 
will be provided. The class fees, 
for the six session series, are $10.00 
for Gill Montague seniors and 
$15.00 for seniors from other 
towns. You may register by calling 
the Gill Montague Senior Center at 
863-9357. 

AMHERST COLLEGE CREATIVE WRITING CENTER 
Loral Poetry Readlnd 

AMHERST - Local poet Patrick 
Pritchett will read from his work on 

Wednesday, October 17th at 8 p m. 
at Amherst Books, 8 Main Street. 
The event, sponsored by the 
Amherst College's Creative Writing 
Center, is free and open to the public 
and will be followed by 
refreshments. 

Patrick Pritchett is a visting 
lecturer at Anlherst College and is 
considered to be a major contributor 
to modem "American racial lyri­
cism" . 

September 27, 2012 

Congressmen John O/ver and Jim McGovern at the 26th Annual Meeting of the 
Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust held at the organic, community supported 
agriculture Red Fire Farm in Montague on September 22nd. Retiring congressman 
O/ver was presented the Conservator of the Region A111ard for a lifetime of dedicat-
ed service to forest and agricultural land conservation. Congressman McGovern, a 

member of the House Agricultural Committee, was the featured speaker. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Traditional Pirkle Maklnd & Seltan Demonstration 

A free, traditional pickle making 
demonstration will be offered on 
Wednesday, October. 3rd at the 
Wendell Free Library from 6:30 -
7:30 p.m. by Wendell resident, 
Diana Smith. 

Learn to make quick, sho1t and 
long tenn pickles with a variety of 
vegetables from your garden. 
Pickles were traditionally created to 
aid in digestion and help people 
adapt to the seasons. Some of the 
pickles to be covered are dill pick­
les, pressed pickles and Chinese 
cabbage pickles. 

Smith will also offer a free seitan 
making demonstration on 
Wednesday, October 10th at the 
Wendell Free Libraiy, from 6:30-
7:30 pm. 

Learn to make seitan, a meat 
substitute made from whole wheat 
flour. Seitan is a protein source high 
in calcium and can be prepared in 
many different ways. Some of the 
ways to be shown are seitan stew 
and seitan stir-fiy. 

Diana S1nith has trained in mac­
robiotic cooking and enjoys garden­
ing and living in the cotmtry. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
TAG SALE 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - It's time for a flu 
shot. 

You can get the flu vaccine 
from your doctor, and at public 
health facilities, senior centers, 
pharmacies and supermarkets. The 
vaccine can be administered any­
time during flu season. 

Adults over 50 are prime candi­
dates for the vaccine because the 
flu can be fatal for older people. 

More than 200,000 flu victims 
are hospitalized annually in the 
United States; about 36,000 peo­
ple die from it. As much as 20% of 
the U.S. population gets the flu 
each year. Flu season usually 
begins in October and can last 
through May. 

Flu is a contagious illness of 
the respirato1y system caused by 
the influenza virus. Flu can lead to 
pneumonia, bronchitis, sinusitis, 
ear problems and dehydration. 

Droplets from coughing and 
sneezing spread the flu. An adult 

Greetings, Dearie ... 
Time for Your Little Flu Shot 

with flu can infect others begin­
ning one day before symptoms 
develop and up to five days after 
becoming sick. Children may 
spread flu for more than seven 
days. 

The best way to combat the bug 
is to get the flu vaccine. You have 
to get inoculated annually because 
new vaccines are prepared eve1y 
year to combat new versions of the 
vims. When you battle the flu, you 
develop antibodies to the invading 
vims, but those antibodies don't 
work on new strains. 

The vaccine does not prevent 
flu it1 all people. It works better in 
younger recipients than older 
ones. Contrary to rumor, you 
can't catch the flu from the vac­
cine. The flu vaccine is not made 
from a live virus. 

There are three different flu 
shots available: a regular shot 
approved for people ages 6 
months and older, a high-dose flu 
shot approved for people 65 and 
older, and an intrade1mal flu shot 
approved for people 18 to 64 
years of age. 

The intradennal flu vaccine 
uses a very fine needle that is 
injected into the skin instead of 
muscle. This is designed for peo-

pie who hate needles. 
A nasal-spray flu vaccine is 

approved for healthy people 2 
through 49 years of age who are 
not pregnant. 

The recovery time for the flu is 
about one to two weeks. However, 
in seniors, weakness may persist 
for a longer time. 

The common scenario for flu is 
a sudden onset of symptoms, 
which include chills, fatigue, 
fever, cough, headache, sore 
throat, nasal congestion, muscle 
aches and appetite loss. 

While nausea, vomiting and 
diarrhea can be related to the flu, 
these are rarely the pritna1y flu 
symptoms. The flu is not a stom­
ach or intestinal disease. The term 
"stomach flu" is inaccurate. 

When symptoms strike, get to a 
doctor as soon as possible; the 
faster the better. There are pre­
scription antiviral dmgs to treat 
flu. 

Over-the-counter medicines 
can help relieve symptoms of the 
flu. You should also drink liquids 
to prevent dehydration, and sleep 
to bolster your immune system, 

Send your questions to 
fred@healthygeeze,:com. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - October 1st • 5th 
GILL-MONTAGUE 
Senior Center, 62 Fifth Street, 
Turners Falls, is open Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p m. Cmmcil on Aging Director 
is Robe11a Potter. Congregate meals 
are se1ved Tuesday through 
11mrsday at Noon. The Meal Site 
Manager is Keny Togneri. Meal 
rese1vations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 :00 a.m. All fitness 
classes are suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affafrs. Voluntaiy donations ai·e 
accepted. For more infonnation, to 
make meal rese1vations, or to sign up 
for programs call 413-863-9357 .. 
Monday, October 1st 
10:00-am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, October 2nd 
9:00 am. Walking Group 
10:30 am. Chair Yoga 
12:00 p.m. Ltmch 
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting 
1 :00 p.m. Painting Class 
Wt>dnesday, October 3rd 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, October 4th 

9:00 am. Tai Chi 
10:30 am. to Noon Brown Bag 
12:00 p.m. Ltmch 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
F1iday, October 5th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
11 :30 a.m. Pizza Party 
1 :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Senior Center, 1 Care Drive, 
Ervingside, is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 am. to 2:30 pm. 
for activities and congregate meals. 
For Center and program infonnation, 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at 413-423-3649. Ltmch is 
daily at 11 :30 a.m., with reseivations 
required 24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca Meuse at 
413-423-3308, for meal info1mation 
and reservations. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Center to 
confum activities, schedule a ride, 
and find out when the next blood 
pressure clinic will be held. 
Monday, October 1st 
9:00 am. Fitness Class 
12:30 Quilting 
Tuesday, Octobt>r 2nd 

9:00 am Aerobics 
10:30 am. Brown Bag Program 
12:30 pm Painting 
Wednesday, October 3rd 
9:00 am. Dance Classes 
10: 15 am. Weight Loss Group 
12:00 Bingo 
Thursday, October 4th 
8:30 am. Foot Clinic 
9:00 am. Aerobics 
10:00 am Posture Pe1fect 
Friday, October 5th 
9:00 am. Bowling 
11:30 am. Out to Ltmch 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (fast class free). 
• Senior Ltmch - Fridays, 12 p.m. 
Call 413-367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a rese1vation. 
For info1mation, contact the Leverett 
COA at 413-548-1022, ext. 5, or 
coa@leverett.ma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, 978-544-6760, for hours and 
upcoming programs. Call the Center 
for a ride. 

Vintage Antiques • {ol/ectib/es 

Quality Used 6oods 

September 29th 

Saturday 9- 3 
437 Turners Falls Road, Montague 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llsUngs 

TURNERS FALLS 

WATER DEPARTMENT 
will begin reading meters 

Monday, October 1st, 2012 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing -Patios -Walks 

Walls Installed -Tree Work 
Loam -Compost -Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

84 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• vVeil-McLain 
! Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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ZBA Continues Hearing on Montague Center School Beuse - Again 
5 BY DAVID DETMOLD - It stands 
~ 
i 
~ 

at the highest point of the village, but 
in some ways its geographic eleva-

local Briefs 
~ tion seems dwa1fed in compai'ison to 
~ its emotional prominence at the heait 
::l of village life. The fonner Montague 
~ 

bedrooms in 22 tmits of an average 
size of 83 7 square feet, and he said it 
wottld impact his bottom line if he 
reduced the scale of his development 
by even one or two units. He stressed 
that he was hying to fit his project 
within the walls and footp1'int of an 
already existing building, a building 
he called "beautifttl." Alld he said a 
traffic consttltant he had hired had 
estiinated the peak unpact of his 
project at full occupancy would 
equal no more than 11 cai· trips an 
hour, far less than the fonner elemen­
taiy school. 

COMPILED BY DON CLEGG -
Mark your calendars for the fabulous 
'Festival that Stinks,' the 14th 
Annual No11h Quabbin Garlic and 
Alts Festival, on September 29th and 
30th. Orange is the "New Green," 
and the No11h Quabbin Garlic and 
Alts Festival is the trendsetter for 
'good Green fun' across the region. 
Held on Forster's Farm at 60 
Chestnut Hill Road in Orange. 

There's something for eve1yone in 
the family at this scent-sational festi­
val. Enjoy and suppo1t the botmty of 
amazing, regional a1tists, farmers 
and organizations; strengthen com­
munities by purchasing locally craft­
ed and grown aiticles ai1d produce. 
New this year is "A Spoken Word" 
stage organized by Human Eirnr 
Publishing and featuring over 40 
local poets, and a new children's cir­
cle to inspire natural creativity are 
nestled along a peaceful forest path 
W1der the pines. 

Leverett Congregational Church, 
on Slmday, September 30th, from 
10:00 am to I 1:00 a. m. offers the 
first in a series of guest speakers. 
Peter Lindsay, Ph.D., ·will take the 
pulpit to present a thought-provoking 
talk, "Is Tht>re Mt>aning Without 
God?" Lindsay is an associate pro­
fessor of political science and philos­
ophy at Georgia State University. 
The church is located across from the 
Leverett post office. For more infor­
mation, call or email Claudia at 413-
2 5 9 I 7 4 I 
Claudia@ClaudiaGere.com 

What the Mt>adow has Taught 
Us. Join in for a walk and 15th 
anniversaiy party on Sunday, 
October 7th, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. 
sponsored by the Rattlesnake Gutter 
Trust. Pai·king is at the East Leverett 
Meadow pai·king area on Cushman 
Road in Leverett. Visit ,.vww.rat­
tlesnakegutte1tmst.org/events for a 
map. Heavy rain will postpone the 
event. 

The Baystate Health Blood Donor 
Mobile will host a blood drive on 
Wednesday, October 3rd, from 10:00 
a.m. to 3 :00 p m behind Baystate 
Franklin Medical Center's main 
building. All blood types ai·e needed. 
Eligible blood donors will receive a 
$10 Dlmkin Donuts gift card and will 
be entered into a raffle for a Keurig 
Brewing System. 

"We would like to thank the peo­
ple of Franklin County who so gener­
ously donated with us on September 
11th," said Suzanne Stockley, blood 
donor recmiter, with the Baystate 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413~834~7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 
RIVER 

ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413-256-1594 
158 Main Street, 2nd Flr., Studio B 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

Health blood donor program. "It is 
tntly inspu'ing to have so many peo­
ple give so selflessly in order to help 
others." Stockley added, "One hilll­
dred percent of all blood collected on 
the blood mobile stays in our com­
munity for use in Baystate Health 
hospitals and facilities. There is no 
substitute for human blood." 

There will be Bingo at Greenfield 
Savings Bank, 282 Avenue A, in 
Turners Falls on Saturday, 
September 29th from I 0:00 am. to 
11 :30 am with Ivan Smith as guest 
caller. GSB will provide cai·ds, prizes 
and light refreshments; all you need 
to b11ng is yourself. Seating will 
definitely be on a first call, first 
reserved basis. Place your call to 
Aliesha, Linda or Ken'i at 413-863-
4316. No one will be admitted with­
out a rese1vation. 

A caregivt>r information and 
resource fail' will be held at the GCC 
Downtown Center, 270 Maui Street, 
u1 Greenfield on Saturday, 
September 29th, from 9:30 a.m. to 
I :30 pm. Drop in and find out more 
about Franklin Cotmty and North 
Quabbu1 agencies that provide help 
to elders, caregivers and persons 
with disabilities. Speakers, presenta.­
tions and one-on-one consultations 
will be offered. 

After a second game of the yeai· 
loss to Commerce High School on 
September 15th, the Turnt>rs Falls 
High School football team rebotmd­
ed with a strong defensive and 
ground game victo1y over Dean 
Tech. Turners Falls unproved to a 2 
win ai1d 1 loss record on this young 
season with a 34-6 victo1y in the 
away game on September 21st. Next 
up is a home gaine on Saturday, 
September 29th, against 
Bekhe1town with a I :00 p.m. kick­
off. NFL replacement referees will 
be officiating, blindfolded. 

Center elementaiy school retains its 
p11de of place, four yeai·s after its 
classroom doors closed on the last of 
its students. 

Now, although no one professes 
to want the building to remain empty, 
ve1y few in the village of Montague 
Center seem willing to accept the 
size and scope of the one project the 
town has received after two requests 
for proposals for the building's reuse 
have been issued. 

On Wednesday, the zoning board 
of appeals agau1 continued a heai'ing 
on a request for special pennits and a 
vai'iance to tum the fo1mer school 
building u1to 22 units of upscale, 
solai· powered rental housing. The 
special pennits and variance are 
needed to allow for mttlti-fanlily use 
within the zone, to reduce the diinen­
sional requirements of the lot, and to 
allow some units smaller than 700 
square feet in the buildiI1g. 

The continuance came as the 
board stmggled to take comment 
from more than 60 people packed 
into the crowded upstairs meeting 
room in town hall, which one resi­
dent noted was laiger than the small­
er of the 22 apaitments Greenfield 
developer Mark Zaccheo has pro­
posed for the fonner school. 

"It seems so ve1y dense," said 
Center Street resident Lee Wicks. 
"Don't you have any room for com­
munity space in the building, for 
community meetings? Do you have 
any room for comproinise?" 

Zaccheo, of Olive Street 
Developers, LLC, replied, 
"Developing in this ai·ea, there's not 
a huge payback. I've spent $40,000 
in hai·d cash on this project. I've been 
workiI1g on it for nine months. We 
ai·e hying to benefit the community 
to take a vacant building and tum it 
into a quiet, well-managed property." 

Zaccheo plans to spend $1 - $2 
Inillion on that project, creating 33 

Still, Zaccheo's Powerpoint slide 
show, with plans to plant ai·bor vitae 
to shield car headlights from neigh­
bors' view, Tibetai1 stone walls with 
recessed lighting illlmiiI1ating the set 
back from the sh·eet parking area did 
little to assuage the collective angst 
of the neighbors over a project that 
could add 2% to 3% to the popula­
tion of the village, or double the 
number of households on the sh·eet in 
what speakers called a nu·al, sleepy 
commtmity. 

Cindy Tai·ail asked the town to 
slow the pennit review process 
down long enough to "take some 
tune to look at what we wai1t the vil­
lage of Montague Center to be with­
in the town of Montague." 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondai12io said the town had gone 
through an extensive process to find 
a viable reuse for the building, 
including a $20,000 feasibility study 
with well attended public heai'ings to 
gather com1mmity input, two RFPs, a 
tai·geted mailing to potential com­
mercial enterprises and private 
schools, and specific outreach to pai·­
ties such as the Conway School of 
Design, at one point interested in 
expanding to a lai·ger space, and a 
Tibetan meditation center that 
expressed initial interest but failed to 
bid on the building. 

Tom Bergeron, highway supe1'in­
tende11t, noted the town has spent 
$94,907 to maintain the building in 
the four years since the school dis­
trict closed the school as a cost sav­
ing measure (not counting the 

On October I st the Wendt>ll ent>r­
gy committee is hosting a meeting at 
the town hall at 7 p m. to cover ulfor­
mation about the Green 
Communities Act in general and on 
the Stretch Energy Building Code in 
pa1ticular, a pait of the requirements 
for Wendell becoming a Green 
Community. Jun Bany, state 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs regional coor­
dinator, will speak and answer ques­
tions. Citizens with questions about 
Green Communities are urged to 
attend. Refreshments will be se1ved. 

Town of Montaiue Tax Bills Due 

Send local briefs to: reporter­
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

BY PATTY DION - A re1ninder to 
town of Montague taxpayers that 
the first half of the FY' 13 prelimi­
na1y real estate and fire dish·ict 
taxes are due by Monday, October 
1st, 2012. Payments received after 
this date are subject to 14% interest. 
To obtain a receipted bill, enclose a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope 
and both copies of your bill with 
your payment. 

For the convenience of the town 
of Montague residents, you are able 
to pay all real estate, district, and 

personal prope1ty bills on line. To 
pay a bill online, have your bill(s) 
and checkbook in hai1d, ai1d then go 
to www montague.net, click on 
depa1tments, treasurer/collector, 
onlu1e bill payments, then complete 
each screen to process your pay­
ment. It's fast, convenient, and 
secure. 

The tax office is open Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday, from 8:30 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. and Wednesday 
until 6:30 p.m. The town hall is 
closed on Friday. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

LrrvING RooM YoGA
1 

Pvog.-y~ now i,n; 

t-,t one~ & Le>vevett 

CLASSES ~ WORKSHOPS ~ PEACE 
LISA ENZER, M.ED., RYT 

WWW.LIV I NGROOMYOGA.NE T 
113-367-2658 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

,afffl 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

Specializing in Monitors, Modems, 
Microwaves, Cell Phones, Computers, 

and all other Electronics 

Lockwood Solutions, Inc., Leverett 
C'all - George Lockwood 

lockwood.george@:gmail.com 
413-548-9700 

- Wedding, Event, and Environmental Photographer­

CynthiasFinePhotos@yahoo.com 
www.CynthiasFinePhotos.com 

413-522-2406 
Cynthia Brown Yackenchick 

Good E),rt f otte,:y 
St~,o 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+13-,67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

5 BANK Row (RT 5& 10) 

GREENFIELD, MA 
413- 772 - 1968 

4 OLD SOUTH STREET 
DoWNTOWN 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 
413 - 584 - 9868 

2 LOCATIONS • USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS 
OPEN DAILY • RAVENIJSEDBOOKS.COM 

$98,500 the town spent putting anew 
roof on the building in 2008). 

Paltl Voiland said a residential 
reuse of the property would probably 
be the lowest possible impact use for 
the building. Walt Burnham disputed 
that, saying an a1ts center like the 
Leverett Alts and Crafts center that 
he manages could have less of an 
unpact on the neighborhood, and 
cottld grow in tune to pay the town 
something equal to the $20,000 in 
annual property taxes Montague 
expects to gain from Zaccheo 's 
development. 

Fu1ally, zoning boai·d chair Ernest 
Brown said, the ZBA will mle on the 
pennit requests for the proposal the 
boai·d has in front of it, before pass­
u1g the project on to the planning 
boai·d to mle on wetlands issues and 
other matters pe1taining to the water 
supply protection district of the 
Montague Center well. 

The ZBA's ntling may come at the 
next heai·u1g date, Wednesday, 
October 17th, at 7:30 at town hall. 

Maybe by that tune the highway 
depa1tment will have found and 
fixed the leak in the new $25,000 
water line the town installed and paid 
for at Zaccheo's request, to make it 
possible to install sprinklers and new 
plmnbing at the Montague Center 
School. The town has taken the posi­
tion that water line unprovement 
wottld have been necessaiy for what­
ever future use the building is put to. 
The residents who oppose Zaccheo's 
plan called the lm-locatable water 
leak a sign the town is tryu1g to take 
on a project that is too big for the vil­
lage it will be set in. A village that 
may yet find time to come up with a 
reuse plan for the building for a com­
mlmity pmpose it finds more to its 
liking, such as an a1t center, a food 
processing center for Montague 
Center's largest employer - Red Fire 
Fa1m, with fa1m worker housing 
included, or perhaps a new school. 

These were ainong the alterna­
tives brought up and applauded by 
neighbors of the former Montague 
Center School as Wednesday's two 
hour hearing drew to a temporaiy 
close. 
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Armed with Irony 
IF LAWMAKERS REALLY WANT TO STOP BLANK CHECKS FOR 

SPENDING BINGES, THEY SHOULD START WITH THE PENTAGON. 

BY RYAN ALEXANDER 
WASHINGTON, DC - If irony is 
a crucial ingredient for comedy, 
the House of Representatives is a 
laugh riot. Lately, there's been 
some serious silliness about 
sequestration and Pentagon 
spending. 

In September, the House took 
up a bill to fund the government 
for another six months - a stop­
gap measure to kick funding deci­
sions for fiscal year 2013 to the 
next Congress. On the very same 
day, the House passed legislation 
introduced by Rep. Allen West 
(R-FL) to halt milita1y spending 
cuts mandated by the Budget 
Control Act, yet another stopgap 
measure. 

The irony behind West's 
"National Security and Jobs 
Protection Act," is stunning. 

First, West - along with many 
of the new bill's supporters -
was among the 343 members of 
Congress who passed the Budget 
Control Act last year. Second, the 
bill was debated amid a flurry of 
hearings and reports on wasteful 
Pentagon spending. And finally, 
the bill prescribes the very same 
kind of government-sponsored 
economic stimulus that the 
Florida Republican claims to 
despise. 

West says he voted for the 
Budget Control Act to ensure that 
President Barack Obama doesn't 
get "a blank check to continue his 
spending binge." But his new bill 
- which the Senate won't touch 
and the White House vowed to 
veto - would lower the budget 
cap on discretiona1y funds while 
removing the "firewall" between 
defense and non-milita1y spend­
ing. That means the Pentagon 
would get off the hook while 
civilian agencies like transpo1ta­
tion and energy take an even big­
ger hit than anticipated. 

Yet on the same day the bill 
reached the House floor, there 
were several hearings on prob­
lematic security spending and 
waste. The House Oversight and 
Government Affairs Committee 
held a hearing on a Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction report revealing 
that hundreds of 1nillions of dol­
lars' worth of fuel in Afghanistan 
had gone missing. The House 
Armed Services Committee 
simultaneously held a hearing on 
deadly cockpit malfunctions in 
the F-22 Raptor, a ridiculously 
expensive white-elephant aircraft 
that some members of Congress 
are hying to revive after its can-

cellation three years ago. 
The ve1y next day, there was 

another House Anned Services 
committee hearing on waste in 
Pentagon contracting, followed 
by one later that week questioning 
the Defense Departinent's slow 
progress toward achieving an 
audit. Oh, and the National 
Research Council reported that 
missile defense - the most 
expensive militaiy program ever 
at $200 billion and counting - is 
a flop. 

The opponents of allowing mil­
itaiy spending cuts to be subject­
ed to sequesh·ation - the auto­
matic, across-the-board budget 
cuts that kick in if Congress fails 
to meet certain budget-cutting 
goals - are also launching a 
sh·angely pa1tisan fight over the 
role of government in job cre­
ation. 

Consider Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor's take. When the Virginia 
Republican touched on the nation­
al security consequences of 
sequestration, he spent the bulk of 
his floor time complaining about 
its effect on jobs in his dish·ict, 
down to the grocer who provides 
produce to milita1y bases. The 
contradiction inherent in his argu­
ments - that government-driven 
jobs programs are bad unless they 
involve defense - seemed lost on 
him. You can't have it both ways. 

There's a simple fix for seques­
tration. In fact, it's written right in 
the Budget Conh·ol Act: Cut the 
budget by $1.2 trillion to shrink 
the deficit. My organization, 
Taxpayers for Common Sense, 
came up with $1.5 billion in pro­
posed cuts last yeai·, and in a few 
weeks we will release a proposal 
that would cut billions more in 
spending. 

If lawmakers really want to 
stop blank checks for spending 
binges, they should start with the 
Pentagon, not stop short of it. Any 
fiscal plan that refuses to take on 
the milita1y budget - which has 
more than doubled in the past 
decade, constitutes neai·ly 60 per­
cent of our discretiona1y spend­
ing, and is rife with waste to boot 
- isn't just inefficient, it's dan­
gerous. Our economic sh·ength is 
our first line of defense, and the 
best way to protect it is to make 
eve1y part of government vigilant 
against waste. 

Ryan Alexander is president of 
Taxpayers for Common Sense, a 
nonpartisan federal budget 
watchdog. www.taxpayer.net 
This article was distributed via 
OtherWords (OtherWords.org) 
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Bring Our Troops Home 
Recently, four United States sol­

diers were killed by an Afghan sol­
dier (turned insurgent, or an insur­
gent dressed as a soldier). 

The enemy, which has many fac­
tions, constantly adapts to its ten-ain 
and its opponent. Historically, which 

nation has ever won a war in 
Afghanistan? The te1rnin and the will 
of the enemy prolongs conflicts. The 
length of this wai· exceeds Vietnam, 
yet very few people protest it. 

How would you feel as a parent or 
loved one of one of those four sol-

diers if the Ctlffent drawdown of 
hoops has begtm, with an ending 
date of2014? 

B1i.ng our troops home now! 

-DavidYez, 
Monmouth, IL 

Cherokee Nation Denounces 
Actions by Senator Scott Brown Staffers 

The Cherokee Nation is disap­
pointed in and denounces the dis­
respectful actions of staffers and 
supporters of Massachusetts 
Senator Scott Brown. The con­
duct of these individuals goes far 
beyond what is appropriate and 
proper in political discourse. The 
use of stereotypical "war whoop 
chants" and "tomahawk chops" 
are offensive and downright racist. 
It is those types of actions that 
perpetuate negative stereotypes 
and continue to minimize and 

degrade all native peoples. 
The individuals involved in this 

unfo1tunate incident are high rank­
ing staffers in both the senate 
office and the Brown campaign. 
A campaign that would allow and 
condone such offensive and racist 
behavior must be called to task for 
their actions. 

The Cherokee Nation is a mod­
ern, productive society, and I am 
blessed to be their chief. I will not 
be silent when individuals mock 
and insult our people and our great 

nation. 
We need individuals in the 

United States Senate who respect 
Native Americans and have an 
understanding of tribal issues. For 
that reason, I call upon Senator 
Brown to apologize for the offen­
sive actions of his staff and their 
uneducated, unenlightened and 
racist po1irayal of native peoples. 

- Bill John Bakt>r 
Principal Chief of the 

Cherokt>e Nation 

Soapbox Derby Thanks 
Montague Community Cable to pick up a generator for us to use Plastics. See the complete list of 

thanks all who helped to put on the when ours failed on site. We were sponsors and supporters at 
Third Annual Soapbox Derby. back up and videotaping in 23 MontagueSoapboxDerby.com. 
From racers, their families and minutes flat, a new derby record! Deep appreciation to Deb 
volunteers who helped with the Our gold sponsors were: Bourbeau for her leadership and to 
many aspects of the race, to spon- Kostanski Funeral Home, the whole planning committee for 
sors who made the event possible, Northeast Solar, Silverscreen their dedication and technical 
vendors, parks and recreation and Design, Hale Custom Signs, expertise. 
all the town departments, to our Montague Webworks, Bear 
loyal audience, and especially to Country, Greenfield Savings 
the local family who raced home Bailk, Judd Wire, and Hillside 

Jim Wallis calls it "the most 
impo1tant film you '11 see this year." 
It's about real people in real life situ­
ations, situations they share with Inil­
lions of Americans who are now liv­
ing on the edge. Hence the name of 
the film, The Line, which will be 
shown in the Marion Heni.ck meet­
ing room at the Wendell Libraiy at 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 2nd. 

Millions of people ttmed in to 
watch the Republican National 
Convention. It was a paity for a polit­
ical paity ftmded by wealthy interests 
seeking to appeal to middle class vot­
ers in an election year. 

A week later, millions ttmed in to 
watch the Democratic National 
Convention. It was a paity for a polit­
ical paity funded by wealthy interests 

Watching the Line 
seeking to appeal to middle class vot­
ers in ai1 election year. 

But it is the actions of each paity 
dmi.ng the last four years that gives 
us true insight into who and what is 
impo1tant to them, moreso than what 
gets written down on pa1ty platfonns 
or uttered in speeches during these 
self-congratulato1y celebrations. 

The Wendell Free Libraiy is 
proud to join with Sojourners to pres­
ent the new short film, The Line, 
written and directed by Emmy 
Award-winning producer Linda 
Midgett. It chronicles the very real 
sto1i.es of four real people stmggling 
with real pove1ty in Ame1i.ca today. 

You'll meet a banker in the subur­
ban Midwest who used to eain six­
figures a year and now, after the eco-

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERS~ 
fflontaguc itc,portcr 

58 4th Street 
TurnersD 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

- Cindy Tarail 
Montague 

nomic collapse, must go to a food 
bank to feed his three kids; a fisher­
man on the Gulf Coast of Louisiana 
who has watched his livelihood and 
his culttrre wash away in the wake of 
Hm1i.cane Katii.na and a devastating 
off-shore oil spill; a blue collai· gt1y 
in No11h Cai·olina who worked hai·d 
his whole life but lost his job, 
became homeless, and started over as 
a restaurant bus boy; and a single 
mom in Chicago who battles daily to 
ensure her son is safe, healthy, and 
has the opportunity to go to college. 

People living in and stmggling 
with pove1ty telling their own sto-
11.es; they are beautiful, inspiii.ng, 
challenging, ai1d foll of grace. 

- Laurt>I Facey 
Wt>ndell 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 
Please email: reporter­
poems@montaguema .net 
for consideration in the 
monthly Poetry Page. 
Include 25-word bio. Poems 
may also be posted to 
Montague Reporter, 58 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. 
No prior experience neces­
sary, as a poet. 



September 27, 2012 

CANADIAN from page 1 
Society fo1med a local chapter in 
1881 and advocated for the building 
of a French church in town, and 
recmitment of a French priest. By 
1884, Father Pell'eault was assigned 
as the first French Canadian pastor 
and coordinated the planning and 
constmction of Ste. Anne's Church 
in 1885. 

Father Pell'eault was renowned 
for his involvement in community 
and family life. He encouraged his 
parishioners to become citizens so 
they could vote, and fonned the 
French Canadian Naturalization 
Club. The right to vote was consid­
ered critical and necessaiy to repel 
the effo1ts of the "Yankee 
Protestants" to impose their values 
on the newcomers. 

One such effo1t resisted by the 
French Canadians was prohibition. 
Led by Pell'eault, the French 
Canadians deemed the answer was 
moderate alcohol consumption rather 
than abstinence. They fo1med a 
society that grew to 220 members. 
They were self-governed with threat 
of expulsion for overindulgence. 
Their credo was to avoid saloons, 

RAIL from pg 1 
ger rail back. By raising the number 
of trains to three per day (right now 
the Amherst station only sees two 
trains per day), the line will see a 
100% increase in ridership, accord­
ing to Brel1llan. 

Brennan announced an agreement 
with Col1llecticut will make com­
muter train service available all the 
way up to Springfield by 2016. 
Direct train service from Springfield 
to New York City will be offered 
daily. These se1vices \\rill be fllllded 
by the state of Connecticut, but 
Massachusetts will benefit. 

A longer tenn goal is to extend 
both commuter and inter-city train 
se1vice all the way up the Valley, 
from Collllecticut to Ve1mont. 
Tickets for commuter trains are gen­
erally much cheaper than for inter­
city trains. 

The places where a train stops will 
become "hot spots for development" 
and will benefit from "great econom­
ic potential," Breooan claimed. 

The transit center on Olive Street 
in Greenfield has recently been com­
pleted and is waiting for the rail con­
stmction to catch up. Holyoke is 
designing a station platfo1m. 
Northampton has formed a cormnit­
tee to weigh their station options. 
They could revamp the old depot 
platform or plan a more ambitious 
building project. 

Finally, the state of Massachusetts 
is purchasing the entire line from 
Springfield to No11hfield for 17 1nil­
lion dollars. Massachusetts has 
decided to buy the rail tracks from 
Pan Am to protect their 70 million 

pa1take moderately of alcohol at 
home or with friends, and for good 
measure they took a pledge against 
profanity. 

According to Abbondanzio, this 
approach worked for the most part 
and with the exception of the notori­
ously dmnk and disorderly loggers, 
French Canadian names were rarely 
found in the police logs of the 1880s. 

The Baptiste Society was an 
impo1tant aspect of the French 
Canadian community as they spon­
sored many social and recreation 
events in addition to their advocacy 
for a French Catholic Church and 
later a French parochial school. 
They brought nuns and priests from 
Quebec to instmct their children, and 
by 1895 their school was built. 
Many audience pa1ticipants recalled 
their elder relatives would only 
respond to the children when they 
spoke French, and most attended Ste. 
Anne's School. 

They reminisced about their times 
at Ste. Anne's Church where children 
sat up front with the strict nuns. They 
recalled the lively times ringing the 
church bells - the largest ones would 
literally lift them off their feet on the 

dollar investment and to retain con­
trol of the main line so there will be 
no conflicts between freight trains 
and passenger trains. Thus, 
Massachusetts will receive payment 
from Pan Am for use of the rail line 
by their cargo trains. 

Another long te1m idea, which is 
ah-eady being implemented on com­
muter trains in California, is to offer 
WIFI internet se1vice on the train, 
allowing the work day to begin dur­
ing the co1mnute. Perhaps a worker 
would only need to go to the office 
for six hours, if they are working for 
an hour in the morning ai1d an hour 
in the evening during their rail com­
mute, and getting paid for their work­
ing cormnute as well. This work day 
paradigm shift. could "change the ball 
game," Brellllan suggested. 

The ultimate goal of the 
Collllecticut River main line revival 
is to bting passenger se1vice all the 
way no1th to Montreal. But that 
won't happen any time soon, espe­
cially with the increased security 
complications of crossing an interna­
tional border on a passenger train 
since September 11th, 2001 and the 
start of the "Wai· on Te1ror." 

Brennan stressed that train se1vice 
must be of high quality and reliable 
in order for people to choose to ride 
the train. But what ai·e our alterna­
tives? Brennan posed the questions: 
"Are we really serious about climate 
change and bringing down levels of 
greenhouse gases? Are we really 
serious about reducing our reliance 
on foreign oil?" 

All aboard! 

II 
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upswing. Memories of Ste. Anne's 
School also abounded. Classes 
were taught in French in the morning 
and English in the aft.ernoon; howev­
er, by the time fomth generation 
Dolllla DuSell was ready to attend 
school Ste. Anne's was closed and 
children were encouraged to use only 
English. 

Another audience member talked 
of her father Joseph Girai·d's times at 
Ste. Anne's with his best friend 
Hai·old Fugere and the time they 
inftni.ated one of the nuns m1til she 
threw a statue of the Vll'gin Maiy that 
nairowly missed them - flying right 
out the window. TI1ere was much 
laughter ai1d nodding of heads fol­
lowing these and other sto1i.es. 

There followed tales of ice skat­
ing patties, hair-raising toboggan 

DISASTER from pg 1 
Vern1ont Yatlkee is not the reactor 
itself, but the waste storage pool," he 
said. The accident at Fukushima 
severely damaged the foe! storage 
pools, and they remained critically 
compromised and vulnerable to any 
seismic events. "Once the water in a 
foe! storage pool gets low and spent 
foe! rods begin to heat up, the water 
dti.es out and the rods begi.t1 to bum, 
sending out a plume of radioactivi­
ty," Helfand explained. "You can't 
stop the fire by putting water on it. 
You need foam, and there's not 
enough foain in the whole state of 
Vermont to put out a fire i.t1 the spent 
pool at Vermont Yatlkee. The fire 
would send a huge plmne of radioac­
tive smoke fai· into the sky. 

"There are those who say 
Fukushin1a wasn't the saine, because 
it was caused by a tsunatni, and that 
couldt1't happen at Ve1mont Yatlkee," 
Helfand said. "The [Fukushima] 
reactor was leaking before the tsuna­
mi because the cooling system failed. 
The cooling system could fail at 
Vermont Yatlkee. It could be a torna­
do, a cooling system failure, a power 
failure, operator ell'or, sabotage or a 
te1ro1i.st attack. The spent foe! pool is 
especially vulnerable." 

The seventh sto1y spent fuel pool 
at Ve1mont Yatlkee is covered by an 
unsecured metal roof, the sides of the 
pool are not hardened. Helfand said 
that if an accident were to happen at 
Vermont Yatlkee, with a hydt·ogen or 
steam explosion, members of the 
public would not be likely to receive 
accurate information from the 
Nucleai· Regulato1y Commission or 
from the Louisiana-based Entergy 
Co1poration, which owns Ve1mont 
Yankee. During the massive radia­
tion release at Fukushima, spreading 
fallout more than 170 kilometers 
away, the Japanese government sent 
out press releases, ''No danger to 
anyone." 

"Evacuation was compromised by 
government misinfo1mation. 

rides down L Street to the 1i.ver, cai·d 
patties, winemakingandNewYeai·'s 
traditions where the eldest male fam­
ily member would take each child 
aside and offer them a blessing for 
the upco1ning year. Among the 
highlights of the evening was a 
recording of Tom Bergeron's grand­
father who was interviewed in the 
1980s at 90 yeai·s old talking of his 
i.mtnigration in 1917. He told tales of 
"fishing" the Collllecticut River with 
dyna1nite. 

Another treat was viewing a 
1990s Woody Brown inte1view with 
Lionel Girard where the audience 
heard tales of chestnut harvesting, 
sneaking down to the river to see the 
1915 log dti.ve, ice ha1vesting, cock 
fighting, and even some of the 
Turners Falls gangs back in the day-

Problems were minimized," Helfand 
said. "Evacuation could not be done, 
so they ignored it. That's what hap­
pens in that kind of situation." 

''There needs to be a 50 mile 
evacuation arolllld any nuclear 
power plant," Helfand said. One and 
a half million people would need to 
be evacuated from a 50 mile radius in 
the event of a major accident at 
Ve1mont Yatlkee, he added. 

The question nahll'ally arises, 
"Evacuate in which direction?" 

With leaf peepers clogging the 
highway in the fall, accidents shut­
ting down a highway, or a major 
snow storm with high winds and 
power outages, how would hoards of 
people evacuate? And where would 
they go? High winds would blow 
radioactivity fat· beyond a 50 mile 
radius. Who take in the radiation 
refugees? 

"Alpha paiticles get inco1porated 
into your body," Helfand said. 
"There's no way to get them out." 

In the question ai1d answer pe1i.od, 
a question came up about the effec­
tiveness of taking potassium iodine 
tablets to ward off the threat of 
radioactive iodine, one of the many 
deadly byproducts of the core fission 
process at Vennont Yankee and other 
reactors. It appeai·s people downwind 
would need to take the tablets, i.tmne­
diately, to protect their thyroids, once 
the waining sirens blow. 

"But, what siren?" Helfand asked. 
There ai·en't any sirens i.t1 Greenfield. 

In Gill, which is inside the ten 
mile radius of Vermont Yatlkee, a 
siren would sound on the Mount 
Hennon cainpus. If a Gill resident 
were fortunate enough to hear the 
siren, it would be time to start taking 
an iodine tablet, once daily, for as 
long as the danger of ingesting 
radioactive iodine persists. The town 
of Gill has tablets available at the 
town hall - one per person. After that, 
Gill town administrator Ray 
Pwi.ngton said, residents would wait 
for fiuther orders. 
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the Dutch Tigers (2nd Street 
denizens noted for their heavy dti.nk­
ing) and the Slippery Gap Gang. 

The evening closed with lively 
traditional Quebecois music -
Cynthia Thomas on fiddle, Doug 
Feeney on banjo and Ken Kaipowicz 
on accordion. At times it was diffi­
cult to hear the music because the 
audience members were so busy 
reacquainting themselves and shai·­
ing stories with one another. 

111is F1i.day, September 28th at 
6:30 pm., the descendants of Irish 
i.tmnigrants will have their chance to 
tell their stories when the final 
episode of"Legends and Tales" takes 
place at the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center. 

II 
In the town of Montague, you'd 

need to nun up your heaii.ng aid and 
listen for the siren in Northfield, to 
begin taking potassium tablets. 
Unfortunately, the town doesn't have 
potassium iodide tablets to offer. You 
would need to get them presc1i.bed by 
your doctor. 

In the event of a nucleai· accident 
at Vennont Yatlkee, should you take 
shelter at home or i.tmnediately evac­
uate? 

"That depends on which way the 
wind is blowing" Helfand replied. 
You might be better off to take shel­
ter a few days tmtil the radiation 
stops blowing about. GCC is an 
evacuation site -but GCC is only 15 
miles from the nucleai· plant. 

To take shelter, what kind of shel­
ter do you need? In hospitals that use 
far less radiation, the walls ai·e lined 
with lead. How many homes ai·e so 
equipped? 

Ame1i.can Red Cross representa­
tives handed out fainily disaster sup­
ply kit painphlets at the meeting, 
along with a detailed fa1nily disaster 
plan for work, school, or in the cai·. 
The four steps to safety have more 
complicated moves than a pe1form­
ance of Dancing with the Stai-s. 

As the evening went on it became 
cleat· that in the event of a Fukushima 
accident at Ve1mont Yatlkee, you 
would not be co1npensated for the 
loss of your home or prope11Y, yom· 
job, your injmi.es, or your life. People 
in the audience began mm1mll'ing, 
"Shut the damn plant down." 

That is the san1e approach the 
governors of Japan's prefectures 
have unilaterally taken si.t1ce the 
Fukushima disaster last March, shut­
tering all 54 of the countty's reactors 
within 14 months of the nuclear 
catastrophe. 

That is the same approach 
Vermont governor Peter Shumlin is 
attempti.t1g to take with Vermont 
Yankee, although his effort has been 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 
Emergency Management Director Resigns 

BY KATIE NOLAN - Luke members. He said Erving for the new senior and com­
Hartnett has resigned as the needs to create a new com- munity center ($23,500) and 
town's emergency manage- mittee to develop regional- one for the town hall and fire 
ment director, effective ization strategies for Erving station #1 ($35,300). 
October 1st. Elementary School. "We're Goodwin told Prest that 

In a letter to the select- under the gun," he said. residents have expressed 
board, Hartnett wrote, "I find Klepadlo continued, "We concems about road mainte­
it best for me to step back, as have 18 months to figure this nance in several areas. He 
cunent and future circum- out." has toured some of the areas 
stances in my life will be Sullivan commented the with residents. He asked 
limiting my availability to town needs to find "dedicat- Prest to check on several 
give the full attention that ed people willing to do the issues, including overgrown 
this position deserves." research" to fill a new brush and a poorly marked 
Ha1tnett added, "It has been regionalization committee. sidewalk on Crescent Street, 
with great honor and respect The board asked Sharp to the pipe to the fire well at the 
that I have se1ved this town, contact town counsel to fonner Usher Mill, the side­
and this decision has been an detennine the conect legal walk on Forest Street, a 
extremely difficult one to method for setting up a retaining wall at Key Up 
make. I am grateful to those regionalization committee. Brook near North and 
who gave me this wonderful For two of the tluee new Church Streets, and the fire 
opportunity, and to those positions in the reorganized well at Key Up Brook. 
who have helped me in any public works department, the Prest was asked to pro­
way." selectboard approved hires vide an action plan and 

Town administrator Tom from within the depa1tment. schedule for work in these 
Sharp said Hartnett had Glem1 Mccory was hired as areas. Police chief Chris 
"done a nice job" as director highway/building/mainte- Blair provided the board 
and that he "stepped up to nance foreman and Jim with recormnendations for 
the plate" coordinating the Paulin as highway/build- taser policies and proce­
town's response to the 2011 ing/maintenance laborer. <lures. The police depa1tment 
Hallowe'en nor'easter and Peter Walsh of Orange was does not currently own a 
the afte1math of Hunicane hired as the second high- taser, but Blair would like 
Irene. way/building/maintenance the department to obtain one. 

Selectboard chair Eugene laborer. Under the reorgani- The board will consider the 
Klepadlo told his colleagues zation, public works will policies and procedures at a 
on the board that Shutesbury perfonn highway tasks such future meeting. 
had voted to withdraw from as plowing and road mainte- The selectboard will meet 
the U-28 elementa1y school nance, maintain town build- September 29th at 1 p.m. at 
union and join Amherst ings, and do outdoor mainte- the meeting room at Taylor's 
regional school by nance for town properties, Tavern for a selectboard 
September 2014. such as mowing and clear- retreat, where the board will 

To clarify this matter, in a ing. consider long-term goals. 
follow up inte1view, Public works department According to Sharp, the 
Shutesbmy to-wn administra- director Paul Prest compli- retreat is a chance to step 
tor Becky ToITes told the mented the interview com- back from the daily minutiae 
Montague Reporter that rnittee on "a great job." of governance and focus on 
Shutesbmy has not, in fact, Sharp info1med the board the bigger picture for the 
voted on a school regional- that J. R. Vmagro will start town. 
ization plan. Tones, who is a demolition and cleanup work The selectboard closed 
member of the regionaliza- at the former Usher Mill site the open session at about 
tion plalliling committee that in early October. Selectboard 7:50 pm. and entered into 
includes representatives member Andrew Goodwin executive session "for the 
from Shutesbury, Leverett, asked Sharp to chart the purpose of considering the 
Amherst and Pelham, said schedule for project mile- reputation, character, physi­
the four town plalliling com- stones with the town's engi- cal condition or mental 
mittee recently went out to neering consultant, Tighe & health and/or the discipline, 
bid for a consultant to help Bond, Inc., which is acting dismissal of, or to hear com­
develop a regionalization as the Usher Mill demolition plaints or charges brought 
plan. project manager for the against a public officer, 

According to ToITes, ''No town. employee, staff member, or 
plan has been developed, and The selectboard accepted individual.. . " and to "com­
there is no plan to vote on the bid of $58,500 from ply with, or act under the 
yet. We are no different from Authorized Services of New authority of any general or 
New Salem or Wendell; we England, Inc. for Generac special law or federal grant­
are all going through the emergency generators, one in-aid requirements." 

NOTES FROM THE Gill SEUCTBOARD 

Selectboard Issues Budget Recommendations 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
The selectboard has issued 
budget recommendations for 
the upcoming special town 
meeting on Monday, 
October 15th at 6 p m. The 
town has only $14,497 
available to spend - that is 
the amount Gill has left 
beneath its levy limit to raise 
and appropriate for FY'13, 
according to administrative 
assistant Ray Purington - but 
supplemental budget num­
bers from the police, high­
way, fire departments and 
the Slate library total nearly 
$42,000. So, not eve1y town 
department will get its wish 
list granted this year, that 
much is obvious. 

According to Purington, 
the board recommended 
spending $1905 to add four 
more open hours at the Slate 
Libra1y - the trustees have 
suggested adding open hours 
on Wednesday afternoons 
from 2 to 6 p.m. - for the rest 
of the fiscal year. 
Additionally, the board rec­
ormnends spending $928 to 
boost the salaiy of library 
director Jocelyn Castro­
Santos to a level the person­
nel board considers to be on 
par with other part time 
directors of small rural 
libraries in the area. 

The board also proposed 
spending $3,000 to increase 
the budget for trees and 
forestiy this year. Purington 
said the highway department 
has been supplementing the 
ti·ees and forestry line out of 
their own budget lately, and 
this accollllt has been hit 
hai·d by a spate of severe 
storms in recent years, 
requiring the town to call in 
contractors to clear damaged 
trees. Supplementing the 
amount available for tree 
work will, in effect, alleviate 
some of the pressure on the 
highway depa1tment to live 
within their budget for the 
remainder of FYI 3. 

Beyond that, the board 
settled on ve1y small sums to 
bring up the amount ah'eady 
budgeted for cost of living 

raises for the town clerk and 
treasurer, tax collector 
($90), to recognize the 
sala1y increases voted for 
these positions at the annual 
town meeting on June 19th, 
along with $99 in increased 
interest payments for the 
recently completed Siemens 
energy upgrade project at 
the elementa1y school, and 
$400 to supplement the 
cemete1y commission's 
lawn mowing account. 

The board reco1mnends 
putting the rema1111ng 
amount of available funds, 
about $8000, into stabiliza­
tion. The town presently has 
about $132,940 in the gener­
al stabilization account, 
$38,495 in an education sta­
bilization account, and 
$28,098 in a capital stabi­
lization accollllt. Purington 
said these sums are not nec­
essarily adequate to meet the 
town's anticipated needs, to 
say nothing of emergencies 
that may arise, but the stabi­
lization accounts have 
recovered to a level Gill can 
begin to feel comfortable 
with. 

Although the board made 
no direct budget recormnen­
dations to supplement the 
fire or police departments, it 
is also true that voters have 
recently approved a debt 
exclusion vote to purchase a 
new police cruiser, while 
the fire depaitment, along 
with police and highway, 
have each benefited from 
$5,000 from the No1thfield 
Mount Hennon gift to the 
town in lieu of taxes. On 
Monday, the selectboard 
also approved spending 
$3,000 for body work on 
one of the town's fire 
engines, along with $1200 
for new rims on one of the 
fire engines. 

As fai· as repair work on 
the fire department's 
engines, Purington said 
these sums represent a down 
payment, with "more to 
come." 

In other news, the town 
will hold an informational 

hearing on proposed sewer 
rate hikes for Riverside 
sewer users on Tuesday, 
October 2nd at town hall at 
6:30 p.m. 

As far as how to spend 
the town's recent $139,000 
Green Communities check 
from the state's Depa1tment 
of Energy Resources, the 
town energy commission 
has made the following rec­
ormnendations, approved by 
the selectboard. The town 
proposes to spend $9430 for 
energy audits of the town 
hall, library and Riverside 
municipal building, along 
with $3,000 for bike racks at 
the town hall, elementary 
school, safety complex, 
libra1y and Riverside build­
ing. The town will also 
spend $4,000, approximate­
ly, to cover the difference 
between a new police cruis­
er and a new hybrid fuel 
efficient police cruiser. 
Additionally, $3,222 will be 
spent on six anti-idling 
devices and remote starters 
for the three police cruisers, 
two gas powered fire 
depaitment vehicles, and a 
one ton highway truck. 
Finally, the town will spend 
$1,000 of the grant on an 
energy savings public 
awareness campaign, and 
hold the remaining 
$119,338 of the grant in 
rese1ve to accomplish what­
ever tasks the energy audits 
of town buildings identify 
as most pressing for energy 
conse1vation. 

Also, Purington said the 
town will be going out to 
bid shortly for a new metal 
roof for town hall. Voters 
approved a $73,000 debt 
exclusion for this purpose at 
the same time they approved 
spending $33,000 for a new 
police cmiser. 

Deb Loomer has resigned 
from the recreation conunis­
sion, and Rose Le Vasseur is 
also stepping down from 
that commission, which is 
now in need of new mem­
bers. 

process." HIGHUGffl FROM THE Gill P0UCE l0G 
Back in Elving, select- Cows; MariJ'uana Growing; Breaking and Entering; Youth "Fooling Around" board chair Eugene Klepadlo 

issue to two parties from 
Riverview Drive. 
Tuesday, 9/18 

Mobil station. 
8: 16 p.m. Harassment 
Protection order served on 
2residence living on 
Riverview Drive. 

• ,. ___ .t_Y• 9/9 11:05 a.m. Trespassing issue 7:00 p.m. Reported a Herd that_ was walking_ on Main noted the town regionahza- ~ d. ,_ cl cl c 
6: IO p.m. Reported on Riverview Drive, subject of cows running loose on Rd m anc o ung, sarety. tion committee set up by the d ,. ____ .1_ 9/15 
Domestic Dispute at informed of rights and Bascom Roa . ~y. 2010 annual town meeting 'T(_ ____ .1_ 9/13 2 IS R ded 
Franklin Rd residence, par- process. • nunoay, : p.m. espon to 

now has only two active ties involved located on W 12:55 p.m. Resident on 6:12 p.m. Assisted Fire Dept GM Bridge for reported 

h Seeki11, to llire 
Committed Reporten 

to Cover 
L0<al School Co11111iHee 

•nd Selectboard Meetiftff. 
If You Arent Committed Yet. 
We Can Gel You Committed. 

for Detaib: '411413-863-8666 

Gill Road. Main Rd reported telephone wicl1 alarm on Franklin Rd yourll "fooling" around in 
7:00 p.m. Noise complaint scam for home alarm sys- 7:00 p.m. Located a mari- rlle construction area. 
on Franklin Rd, quieted terns. juana grow off the road in 2:45 p.m. Assisted norrll-
down residence involved. Tuesday, 9/11 llie woods near French King field pd wirll arrest of sub-
7:30 p.m. Harassment 1:30 p.m. Resident on Main Bridge. ject wirll 2 warrants. 
report taken from parent of Rd reported telephone scam 8:08 p.m. Reported TT Sunday, 9/16 
youili on Walnut ST, for home medical alert sys- Unit causing traffic jam at 10:16 a.m. Responded to 
informed of Harassment terns. entrance of GM Bridge. domestic issue on Main Rd 
Prevention Order options. 4:15 p.m. Removed party 8:20 p.m. Assisted Erving 4:45 p.m. Meet wirll subject 
8:20 p.m. Arrest of resident from selling vegetables from PD wiili motor vehicle stop regarding information about 
on Chapel Drive re: side of roadway on Rt 2. at llie French King Bowling llie fatal mv accident earlier 
Domestic Incident. W«lnesclay, 9/12 Center. in llie week. 
Monday, 9/10 2:35 p.m. Reported motor Frid.y, 9/14 Monday, 9/ 17 
7:20 a.m. Reported cows in vehicle accident on Rt2 pos- 6:00 p.m. Assisted 8:50 p.m. Message left for 
roadway on Main Rd, area of sible fatal. Montague Police Dept. wirll resident on Main Rd regard-
Lyons Hill. 12:45 p.m. Reported med- a fight on Ave A. ing property removal. 
10:15 a.m. Reported fire on ical at Frend1 King Hwy res- 9:15 p.m. Assisted citizen 1:00 p.m. Restraining Order 

f d d b k d t tr to ts• stied cor rest.dent on Mtuuts side of rlle roadway area o i ence, transporte same. ro en own a en ance re 
I 42 W Gill Rd, same put 6:30 p.m. Arrested Boyle Rd Barton Cove Road. Ferry Road. 
out resident for Attaching Plates 9:40 p.m. Assisted Citizen 2:30 p.m. Trespass Orders 

8:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
complaint made against resi­
dent on Mountain Road. 
12:45 p.m. Larceny com­
plaint taken for Oak Street 
Resident agai.ttst hired work­
er 
3:15 p.m. 9II call from Mt 
Hermon, problem wicl1 
phone line. 
5:35 p.m. 
Bernardston 

Assisted 
Police 

Department with motor 
vehicle accidnet. 
7:35 p.m. Tree reported in 
ilie roadway, Main Rd, 
removed same. 
8:44 p.m. Erratic operation 
of motor vehide reported, 
east on Rt 2. 
W«lncsclay, 9/19 
6:20 a.m. Reported tree in 
roadway on Norrll Cross Rd 
3:05 p.m. Asssisted State 
Police with arrest at cl1e Gill 

Thuaday,9/20 
3:05 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering occured at business 
on W Gill Rd, tmder investi­
gation. 
I 0:35 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering occu.red at Main 
Rd business, under investiga­
tion. 
Frid.y,9/21 
I:58 p.m. Trespass Order 
issued to Main Rd resident 
5:20 p.m. Medical injury of 
youcl1 on Mt Hermon soccer 
fields, transported same. 
11:50 p.m. Assisted 
Montague PD wiili large 
fight on M Street. 
Saturc:lay, 9/22 
4:58 p.m. Medical assist to 
youcl1 at Mt Hermon field, 
transported same. 
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NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SELECTBOARD 
Taxes and Interest at Issue in 

Verizon Claim Against Localities 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 
Selectboard Declines to Halt 

ZBA Process on Montague Center School 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
"Did you get your rebate 
when the power was off for a 
week?" asked selectboard 
chair Rich Brazeau, during a 
discussion of interest penalties 
Verizon is demanding from 
Massachusetts cities and 
towns for taxes collected on 
telephone company poles and 
wires way back in fiscal year 
2009. 

"I got interest on mine," 
deadpanned Peter d'Enico. 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue 
advised cities and towns to 
collect taxes on phone compa­
ny poles and wires in their 
localities for FY'09, and to 
keep those taxes in escrow 
while court appeals played 
out. In 2010, the state legisla­
ture passed a law to give local­
ities the power to collect those 
taxes, and the town's power to 
do that is no longer in dispute. 

But Verizon has continued 
to fight a court battle to claw 
back the taxes levied on their 
infrastmcture in 2009, and the 
appeals comt has finally mled 
in favor of Verizon. 

Leverett is now being 
asked to pay back the $9,600 
it collected in taxes from 
Verizon that year, and assessor 
Don Robinson said that would 
not be a problem, since the 
assessors had socked away a 
little more than $11,000 in an 
overlay account against just 
such an eventuality. 

Trouble is, the DOR did 
not advise towns to put away 
extra money in case Verizon 
won the comt battle and 
demanded interest on the tax 
money too. And that is what 
the company has done, pre­
senting a bill to Leverett for an 
additional $2,600 in interest 
on the money owed, still 
accming at $2.13 a day. 

"When my power goes out 
for a week, I didn't get one 
quaiter off what I pay on my 
bill," repeated Brazeau. 

Administi·ative assessor 
Steve Schmidt noted that a 
recent itemized charge on the 
phone bill shows that Verizon 
has begun billing customers 
individually to recover the 
cost of the new local property 
taxes. The board asked town 

administrator Margie 
McGinnis to look into how 
long those local charges have 
been billed to customers. If the 
practice sta1ted before 2010, 
Verizon may have a fight on 
their hands in Leverett. 

In other news, the select­
boai·d was unhappy that a long 
sought agreement on how to 
allocate payments for central 
office employee benefits at 
Union 28 appeai·ed to still be 
eluding final signature, 
despite recently enacted spe­
cial legislation pemlitting 
each town in the elementaiy 
school union to pay employee 
benefits at the same level they 
compensate their own town 
employees, rather than at the 
level set by the town in the 
union with the most students 
emolled. For several yeai·s, the 
lead town in Union 28 has 
been Elving, wllich offers a 
much more generous benefit 
package to employees than 
other U-28 towns, which led 
to a pitched battle over central 
office employee benefits in 
Shutesbmy and Leverett, 
which claimed it was unfair to 
pay their own teachers and 
town employees one level of 
benefits, and central office 
staff another, higher level. The 
legislature and Governor 
Deval Patrick agreed, passing 
the special legislation. But a 
document reflecting the new 
aiTangement still needs to be 
drawn up and signed by the 
five towns in the union; draft 
language awaits legal review 
by attorney Donna MacNicol. 

D'Eirico, refe1ring to a bill 
of several thousand dollai·s for 
one central office employee's 
retirement benefits Leverett 
has refhsed to pay until the 
matter is settled, said, "I, for 
one, am not willing to pay 
anything until this is done. It's 
cleai· all towns and finance 
committees are in agreement 
on tllis." 

Brazeau said, "I find it 
amazing we have no chaiter 
[ establishing] School Union 
28 but have to go through this 
friggin' agreement to pay a 
few employees benefits." 

The town will have to 
repeat water quality tests at a 
number of private homes 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Trees Down on Lines and Blocking Roadway 

Tuesday, 9/18 Wednesday, 9/19 
I :40 p.m. Report of trees and 2:30 a.m. Removed debris from 
wires down on Dorsey Road, roadway, Route 2 at East Main 
WMECO on Scene to repair Street 
same. 4:15 a.m. Alarm on Northfield 
6:30 p.m. Report of tree on lines Road, found to be due to tree 
on Central Street, found to be across driveway, building secure. 
branch on lines, power company 1:00 p.m. Report of harassing 
called. phone calls, North Street, under 
6:55 p.m. Report of tree blocking investigation. 
roadway, Route 2 westbound near 6:20 p.m. Resident came into sta-
paper mill, same tion with cell phone found on 
7 :35 p.m. Report that Pratt Swamp Road, owner identified 
Street is flooded, DPW advised, and located. 
roadway blocked off. Thursday, 9 /20 
8:40 p.m. Missing person report- 12:39 p.m. Report of canine hit 
ed from Forest Street, report on Route 2 in Farley area, owner 
taken. located. 
10:30 p.m. Orange Police 4:50 p.m. Found dog, unable to 
requesting assistance for large contact owner, taken to the 
fight in front of Cumberland pound. 
Farms. 11:15 p.m Suspicious vehicle at 

along the eastern end of 
Teewaddle Road after trace 
levels of volatile orgailic com­
pounds, manganese, and other 
contaminants showed up in 
the most recent round of well 
tests. Most of the homes 
already received bottled water 
from the town, to ameliorate 
conditions arising from a 
plume of contanlinants 
extending down gradient from 
the town's former landfill. The 
town is seeking a more com­
prehensive solution, either by 
drilling new wells for the 
affected homes, or hooking up 
homes in this neighborhood to 
the Amherst water line, cost­
ing at least a inillion dollars. 

Some of the new windows 
at the elementary school 
appeai· to be leaking. Either 
that, or the bricks on the wall 
where some of the windows 
have been recently installed 
need to be repointed. If the lat­
ter problem proves to be the 
cause of puddle water in a 
school coni.dor after recent 
rains, the town will have to 
foot the bill for the repair. 

The hiring cotmni.ttee con­
sidering candidates for a tmck 
dii.ver laborer for the highway 
depaitment will meet, tenta­
tively, on October 3rd. The six 
member committee includes 
Gordon Fretwell, Chris 
Nelson, and highway superin­
tendent Will Stratford, along 
with the entire selectboard. 

On Saturday, November 
3rd from 9 a.m. to 11 :30, a 
meeting to consider K-12 
regionalization between 
Amherst, Pelliam, Shutesbwy 
and Leverett will be held at 
the Amherst regional school 
library. 

The tovm will soon go out 
to bid for lighting efficiency 
upgrades at the town hall, 
safety complex and the 
libra1y. According to 
McGinnis, the town will com­
mit about $20,000 from the 
recent Green Conurnulities 
grant toward the lighting 
upgrades, and may also 
receive utility rebates for the 
work. The remammg 
$118,750 from that grant will 
go toward installing roof­
mounted solai· photovoltaics 
at the public safety complex. 

French King bridge, was 
found to be a disabled 
motor vehicle. 
Friday, 9 /21/ 

I: IO a.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

for 
operating with suspended license 
and speeding, French King 
Highway. 
I :30 a.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

. for unlicensed opera­
tion an speeding. 
5:45 p.m. Report of minor motor 
vehicle crash in bowling alley 
parking lot, report taken, under 
investigation. 
7:12 p.m. Report of missing pit 
bull, advised owners to contact 
pound. 
9:30 p.m. Report of Internet 
harassment, Pratt Street, report 
taken. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Speaking for a group of 
Montague residents who are 
concerned about the scale of 
the redevelopment planned 
for the former Montague 
Center School, Gerald 
Boswell asked the select­
board to "pull the project 
back from the ZBA," to 
allow time for neighbors to 
enter into discussions with 
the town about a number of 
questions they have raised 
about the proposed 22 unit 
apartment project. But at the 
end of the discussion, the 
selectboard declined to take 
action on the matter. 

Boswell brought up 
everything from the difficul­
ty firefighters or EMTs 
1night have rescuing people 
from third story apa1tments 
if the Montague Center fire 
department does not have a 
ladder truck to reach that 
high, and the apartments 
may only be reachable by 
the cmTent circular staircas­
es, or the difficulty garbage 
trucks might have accessing 
dumpsters on the na1Tow 
driveways of the former 
school. 

Primarily, Boswell 
objected to the fact the proj­
ect had gone to the zoning 
board of appeals for disposi­
tion, when, by his reading, it 
should be before the plan­
ning board. He said the 
town's bylaws specified the 
plaruling board as the only 
board that can mle on vari­
ances for a project that will 
have more than 20% of a lot 
paved, according to certain 
technical sections of the 
Water Supply Protection 
District bylaw. 

Building inspector David 
Jensen allowed that the town 
had overlooked these appli­
cable sections of the bylaws, 
and admitted the project 
would probably go from 
having about 12% of the lot 
paved to having about 22% 
of the lot paved when new 
parking lots, and one wider 
di·iveway were put in. But he 
said the project was properly 
before the ZBA at this time, 
and the planning board 
could rnle on the water sup­
ply protection aspects of the 
bylaws subsequently. 
Boswell disputed this. 

Further issues were raised 
about the excavation that 
would likely occur to widen 
one of the di·iveways, and 

Sa~day, 9 /22/ 
12:30 a.m. Assist Montague 
Police with fight in progress, Rt. 
63 Roadhouse, subject left scene, 
san1e located. 
6:30 a.m. Assisting Northfield 
Police and MSP with felony war­
rant service, subject arrested. 
3:30 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
Police on Main Street with dis­
turbance. 
4:30 p.m. Medical emergency, 
Old State Road, assisted on 
scene. 
7:30 p.m. Disabled motor vehicle 
on Papennill Road, owner making 

how that would be handled 
under the te1ms of the water 
supply protection bylaw, and 
what body should be looking 
into dredging the water 
retention pond, or "puddle," 
as Boswell tem1ed it, next to 
the school, to keep the popu­
lation of mosquitoes down. 

Sununing up, Boswell 
said, "The last thing anyone 
wants is adversarial litiga­
tion; the only ones who ben­
efit from that ai·e lawyers. 
Pull the project back from 
the ZBA, because it has to 
go before the planning 
boai·d. Why don't we have a 
sit down and see if we can 
work some of these matters 
out? The people in 
Montague Center are not 
opposed to having a project 
in place. They are deeply 
concerned about a process of 
granting variances that dou­
ble the size of the project. A 
delay of a month would be 
to eve1yone's satisfaction. 
Maybe all these issues can 
get worked out." 

The board did not take 
him up on that offer, saying 
the conservation commis­
sion, planning board and 
zoning boards had the 
expertise and authority to 
rnle on all the questions 
raised. 

Selectboard member 
Mark Fairbrother asked 
highway superintendent 
Tom Bergeron about 
progress, or the lack of it, on 
the leaking water line 
recently installed from the 
Montague Center School 
down Station Street to Main. 

Bergeron said the leak, 
estimated at an ounce and a 
half of water every five or 
six minutes, has still not 
been located, but efforts are 
still being made to find it. 
Bergeron said a base coat of 
blacktop will be laid down 
on the excavated water line 
and dii.veways will be paved 
to the street before winter, 
regardless of whether the 
leak has been found or not. 
Sidewalk repaving will have 
to wait until spring, 
Bergeron said. 

"The folks down there are 
tired of it," said Fairbrother. 
"The road's been dug up a 
long time." 

In other news, the select­
board approved a request 
from Dan Kramer, owner of 
the Element Brewing 
Company, located in the 

arrangements for removal. 
8:45 p.m. Report of fireworks 
going off at Old State Road and 
Ridge Road 
Sunday, 9/23/ 
5:15 p.m. Walle in to station 
reported that debris fell off truck 
on Route 2 near paper mill, hit­
ting her car. Report taken. 
Monday, 9/24/ 
8:28 a.m. Report of assault and 
battery in Dunkin Donuts park­
ing lot, report taken. 
8:30 p.m. Disabled motor vehicle 
reported on Route 2 bypass, gone 
upon arrival. 

Ward Block in Millers Falls, 
to allow on premises pour­
ing of beer for people who 
come in to their aitisanal 
brewe1y on Bridge Street. 
"We don't wai1t to become a 
bai-,'' said Kramer. But cur­
rently, they are allowed only 
to give out free two ounce 
samples of their local brew, 
and tourists from as far away 
as Boston are leaving their 
brewe1y tllii·sting for more. 
Although that thirst would 
be easily satisfied across the 
street, where the Millers Pub 
generally has Element Beer 
on tap, the selectboard 
agreed with Kramer's 
request. 

The board approved a 
public gathering pennit for 
the New England Leaming 
Center for Women in 
Transition to hold a march 
and vigil in memo1y of vic­
tims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault on 
Thursday, October 18th, 
sta1ting at Peskeomskut Park 
at 5 pm., and continuing up 
Avenue A to 3rd Street, L 
Street, to 5th Street and back 
to the pai·k, where a clothes­
line will display graphically 
altered t-shiits made by vic­
tims of sexual assault or 
domestic violence, and 
Chinese lanterns will be 
released. 

The board approved a 
request by acting police 
chief Chip Dodge to grant 
head of dispatch Marcia 
Odle a $5.77 a week stipend 
for use of her private cell 
phone in managing the dis­
patch center. Dodge invited 
the public to attend an open 
house at the safety complex, 
sponsored jointly by the 
police and the Turners Falls 
fire department, on Sm1day, 
October 14th, from 10 am. 
to 3 p.m. Childi·en will be 
able to get ID kits, there will 
be tours of the building, and 
the Jaws of Life will be on 
display. 

Both sergeant Richard 
Suchanek and detective Lee 
Laster will be doing some 
desk work at the police sta­
tion as they recover from 
injuries, under an agreement 
stmck between the town and 
the police union. 

The Central Franklin 
County Veterans District 
will vote for a new slate of 
officers at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 11th at 
the district office, next to 
Rubin's Auto at 190 Millers 
Falls Road in Turners. 

The selectboard signed a 
contract with the Berkshire 
Design Group of 
Northampton for the design 
of the second phase of Unity 
Park renovation project, and 
allowed Alice and Ted 
Almen to continue using a 
7,000 square foot plot of 
town owned land to the rear 
of their house on Main Street 
in Montague Center as a 
"community garden," at the 
nominal price of $10 a year. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

Contact us for info on our Radio City Music Hall Bus Trip 
November 17th, 2012 

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CR$, e-PRO, GR/, SR€$, CBR Office: (4l3) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: 1413) 83~-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105. 
Northfield. MA 01360 

Home: {413) 863-9166 
Home F;ix; j413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEs1ate.com 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

Qissance IB:ilders 
OEalitp, ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gffwuglit 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE· 
Matthew Edward!i 

Certified Arb:Jrist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial urt • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATl'tDWAROSTKfE,COM 'Jr 
\Vendell,l'IA •~ 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Countie~ ~- ~t,~ 

UPPER END OF WELLS 5 REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ 
1P-1~of 

Easy in-tova1 location n1rr1$1 -~ ........... f 
Secure 24-hour access pt\tlS _,. 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~ 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 
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The Gill Gourmet First ~nnual k Str~~t ~orcL Crawl 
Crummy Baked Fish 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 

Ingredients 
I Fish ( essential ingredient) 
I cup of crumbled Ritz crackers 
½ cup of crumbled low fat potato chips 
Tartar sauce 

Directions 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Spray butter flavored Pam on one of 

those aluminum pie plates you've been 
saving. 
Spread a layer of cracker crumbs on pie 

plate. 
Rinse fish and pat dry with paper towel. 
Slather the fish all over with tartar 

sauce 
Lay slathered fish on cracker crumbs. If 

too long; cut fish to fit. 
Sprinkle potato chips crumbs on top of 

fish. 
Bake until the fish flakes nicely. 

where the log lay. It was at least 
four feet long. 

I'd just had an experience with 
a pickerel in the brook running by 
our farm when I'd swished a bait­
ed hook through the water. A bull 
frog sprang from the stream bank 
to clamp onto the bait. Almost 
simultaneously, a pickerel leaped 
out of the water to grab the frog, 
creating a ferocious explosion of 
water. I hauled the frog out of the 
water with the pickerel attached, 
but before I landed them, the pick­
erel bit the frog in two and swam 
off with half the frog in its mouth. 

one else, in all these years, even 
though I'd learned a few years 
after the sighting that fish of that 
size, sturgeon, inhabit the 
Connecticut River, although they 
are on the endangered and threat­
ened species list. 

This recipe is not for baking 
sturgeon. I understand they are 
very honey and probably not that 
great eating. Plus, you would need 
your entire collection of aluminum 
pie plates to even begin baking or 
frying one of those monsters. 

Incidentally, sturgeons are a 
primitive fish that lives up to 100 
years old. They have honey armor 
instead of scales and Atlantic stur­
geon can reach a length of 12 to 14 
feet, so the sturgeon I saw was 
probably just a baby. § 
Still, that would if 
take a lot of tartar ~--• ~ 
sauce. ~ 
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Back in the days when 
dinosaurs roamed the earth, I 
fished the Connecticut River in 
Gill. Friends and I crossed a trib­
utary at the Connecticut River's 
edge on a log over the stream. 
While fishing, I lost a fishhook on 
a snag and returned to my bicycle 
to get another one. On my way 
back, I spotted an enormous fish 
idling in the tributary. It looked 
like a giant pickerel lying in wait, 
with its head just a few feet from 

Now, here I was at the river, 
faced with a giant pickerel that 
could easily bite me in two. I tip­
toed over the log, ever so gingerly. 
Once past the peril of the giant 
fish, I couldn't wait to tell my 
friends. But, then, I hesitated, 
because if the fish left by the time 
we headed back home, they'd 
think I was just telling a fish tale. 
I couldn't stretch my aims wide 
enough to show how long 
that fish was. They -
would just have to see it 
with their own eyes. 

I kept quiet, but to 
my great disappointment, 
the enormous fish was 
gone when we headed 
home. I never told this 
fish tale to them, or any-

The First Annual K Street Porch Crawl took place last Sunday in Turners as resi­
dents and friends wandered from porch to porch - eating, drinking, making merry 
and music at evety stop. Pictured here are the Bunwinkies who started the day's fes­
tivities at noon, followed f?y Michael Baines, Southern String & Blue Grass musi­
cians, Tawdry, Heather Malonry and John Keating. A good time was had f?y all. 

~~Im scsc 
SHAI4'l\lf.A CONSTRUCTION 

SuPP,IlY Co. lNc. 
"Rock solid service with level advice" 

\' ♦ .. 
omt,iete Masonry Supply 

Offerlni! a complete line of pavers. 
wall stone. retaining wall block and more. I b Ideal 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

az1d at our new location or802-579-180O 
529S.MainSt,Brottleboro www.shonahansu ply.com 

Q<1.'ci Jo/1/lf;Oll. CR~n Of o,-, 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41'J-f:6']-,)7'J6 • Geri)ohnsontJRealtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS /Certified Resident/JI SpedallsQ 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold 1his presligioo1 ooignation. 
The CRS is my badge of ex~rtiseand )OUr shield ot 
assurance. l'ul iour 1111st in the best to &(?l thr job done. 
Wht'lherooiing selliBg or reiermg, ah¼l)S choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS '30 ~ro,~ rf r1·,-,11.,~c. 

66 French King Hwy., Gi 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc~i11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seroin9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza. 

woodfired pizzeria 

QUALI1Y CLEANING 
& Restoration 

Power Washing House Cleaning 
Sewer Back-Up Water Damage 
Window Cleaning Home Repairs 
MoJd Remediation Fire Damage 
Home & Office Cleaning Painting 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

LEAGUES FORMINC! CROUP BOWLINC! 
OPEN BOWLINC! 

Going bowling at the French King Bowling 
Center ie always a good time. Great pizza, 

drinkt, gamu, friends and fun ... and of course 
GREAT BOWLING!" -Lenny Zarcone 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

1urnen "F1tffr fJiztlf 1/oure 
Family Owned & Operated 
Saving 1l1mers Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Aigi;, Family & Stnff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnersfaHsplZZa.com 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ♦:♦ (413) 863-8000 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
41 3-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

No POWER? No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

30% Tax Credit 
Thru Dec. 30th 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield - 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfleld.com 

• r arn, t res.!, ~ggs 
• (;;futer,-J'ree "f ur~ey Pies 
• Hon,eMade ~041p$ 

•Caferii,g 

I 

Now is 
e Sea .. or, 

'F~~SH 
HICK~M 

AVAl1.A1U.c; ! 

Farm Store Hours Monday - Friday 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday 6 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Mormon Hollow Road, Wendell • 978-544-3806 
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R.eading the Forest F alimpsest 
last used for pasture, hayfields, or 
cropland just by reading the signs 
left from these four stages of suc­
cession. 

feet around ir1 New England tribu­
tary valleys. They built ships capa­
ble of car1ying 20 to 30 of these 
huge, straight trees in their holds. 
But on the journey across, the 
British filled their ship's holds with 
ballast, often just mounds of dirt. 
Of course, the dirt also carried 
seeds of non-native species that 
took root in New England when the 
ballast was shoveled out to make 
room for the huge white pine logs. 

in a book, like a character in the 
Trouble with Harry, could stumble 
across ar1 old stone wall and know it 
for what it was. An outcropping of 
yeoman labor that ultimately pro­
duced 125,000 miles of stone fenc­
ing, equal to seven times the mass 
of the great pyramids. If laid out 
end to end, the stone walls of New 
England could wrap the globe five 
times around. 

Wessels said most pasturage in 
New England was first partitioned 
with split rail fencing, until the 

First come basal rosettes, herba­
ceous broadleaf plants that grow so 
low to the ground they are difficult 
for grazing farm animals to dis­
lodge, such as sheep sol1'el, yarrow, 
or hawkweed. Most of these are not 
native to New England, Wessels 
noted. They were probably brought 
to these shores on British ships built 
to carry extremely heavy loads of 
white pir1e to be used for masts on 
naval vessels. The British were 
amazed to find white pine growing 
as high as 230 feet tall and eigl1t 

The second phase of succession 
is indicated by thorny or unpalat­
able plants like the native milk­
weed, or exotics like the gaudy this-

see FOREST page 10 

Tom Wessels, a terrestrial ecologist and professor at Antioch University New England, 
11here he founded a mast,er's prog1'tJm in conservation biolog;1 is shown here after his talk 

at the Leverett Library to an ove,jluw cro111d on Tuesday. 

insatiable felling of 
forests rendered wood 
too scarce to be used for 
this purpose. The 20% of 
New England forests 
that were not cut down 
were kept as wood lots, 
to provide fuel for the 
winter. Wessels noted 
the colder climate of the 
19th century was inten­
sified by radiational 
cooling from the clear·ed 
New England landscape, 
leading to temperatures 
on winter nights 20 - 25 
degrees colder on aver­
age than those of today. 
Rambling, drafty, unin­
sulated New England 
farmhouses often con­
sumed 25 to 70 cords of 
wood a year, bumed on 
open hearths. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
LEVERETT - Seventy-five people 
crowded into the community room 
of the Leverett Library on Tuesday 
to hear Tom Wessels, author of 
Reading the Forested Landscape, 
talk about the keenly perceptive 
ways he has divined to read the his­
torical imprint of man on the forest 
floor. 

But first, Wessels told the audi­
ence a story about a hometown boy 
from his little Connecticut River 
town of Weathersfield Bow, VT 
who probably did more to affect the 
forested landscape of New England 
than any other before or since. 

Appointed by Thomas Jefferson 
as consul to Portugal, William 
Jarvis imported the first Merino 
sheep to America in 1811. 

Until Napoleon conquered 
Portugal, that nation had main­
tained a strict embargo on Merinos, 
which produced an ample fleece 
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used in the production of coveted 
fine, soft woolens. Jarvis brought 
4000 Merino back to America, and 
two year·s later, tariffs went up on 
the trade in wool, giving a mar·ket 
advantage to anyone who owned 
the sheep. 

A few years after that, Wessels 
said, textile mills were developed in 
this country, and three decades 
later, Jarvis's 4000 sheep had multi­
plied to 4 million, and 80% of New 
England forests had been felled to 
clear pasturage for them. 

Then, after the sheep had seri­
ously overgrazed the denuded hills 
of New England, "In the 1840s, the 
whole thing went bust." What 
Wessels called 'sheep fever' abated 
as suddenly as it had first swept the 
region. And Vermont, for example, 
lost half its human residents to 
westwar·d migration by the 1850s. 

As sheep farms 
waned and market dairy 
farms rose to take their 
place, with the advent of 
railroads connecting 
mral farming communi- ~ ... ~:<ks."!.• .. 
ties to industrial urban 
centers, the high tide of 
forest clearing in New 
England gradually began 
to ebb. 

But that brief burst of sheep 
crazed forest razing and fence 
building left telltale imprints on the 
landscape that Wessels, and stu­
dents of his methods, can read still. 
Of course, even someone walking 
through the woods with their nose 

Wessels described the 
four stages of succession 
by which overgrazed 
pastureland typically 
returned to forest. He can 
generally tell how long 

Trees growing in line 111ith aboveground roots stretching between them - evidence of a 'nurse log,' 
a fallen tree that provides a growth environment jot· its successors. 
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MOlYI'AGUEENERGYCOBNER 
A Treat for .Montague -

Solarize Program 
0

~ j Extended to Hallowe'en: 0~ j 
KAREN W1LK.litSON IUUSTRATION 

BY SALLY PICK - Great 
news! The Mass Clean 
Energy Center (CEC) has 
just announced it will 
extend the deadline for 
another month - until 
October 31st - for Montague 
residents who would like to 
participate in the Solarize 
Montague program. 

Due to high demand from 
local residents and business­
es looking to go solar, the 
Mass CEC worked with 
Solarize Montague contrac­
tor Northeast Solar to 
extend the program for an 
extra month. This gives us 
four more weeks to sign 
contracts for new photo­
voltaic (PV) systems to take 
advantage of group purchas­
ing savings in Montague. 

The program has already 
been a huge success here in 
Montague, with residents 
and businesses already sign­
ing contracts for 17 solar 
PV systems, equal to a total 
of 68.8 kilowatts (kW) of 
energy. That places us now 
at Tier 3 pricing, a 5% dis­
count on Tier 1 prices for 
people buying or financing 

their new system, and an 
11 % discount on electricity 
prices for people leasing PV. 
If we get to Tier 4, prices 
drop 10% from Tier 1 for 
people purchasing a system 
and anyone leasing a system 
would see a 14% drop in 
electricity prices from Tier 1 
prices. 

Northeast Solar says 
another 40 or so kW is like­
ly to come to contract, 
according to cuITent inter­
est; if all of those Montague 
residents sign contracts, 
we'll only need another 40 
kW or so to get us to Tier 4. 

The October 31st dead­
line will allow the many 
people already considering 
going solar in Montague a 
bit more time to make their 
decision. Maybe you're just 
learning about the program. 
Maybe you have a proposal 
for solar from Northeast 
Solar but haven't had time 
to review the proposal or 
check into financing. Maybe 
you'd like to look into the 
$0 cost lease option. Or, 
maybe, as is human nature, 
you've just put off deciding. 

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

Now's the time to act and BY NAN 
come together with our RIEBSCHLAEGER - The 
community to bring photo- Wendell energy committee is 
voltaic power to Montague working on an application to 
and help drive down the the state for Green 
price further for everyone. Community designation. On 
Be sure to spread the word October 1st the collllnittee 
to anyone you know who will host a meeting at the 
would be interested in the town hall at 7 p.m. to go 
program, and tell those who over information about the 
have delayed that now is the Green Communities Act in 
time to sign a contract. general and the Stretch 

Together, we can help Energy Building Code, a 
lower the cost of solar pa1t of the requirements for 
installations for everyone Wendell to become a Green 
involved in Solarize Community, in particular. 
Montague. Jim BaITy, the state 

For more information: 
• Contact me, Sally Pick, 

Montague's collllmmity 
solar coach, at 367-0082, or 
by cell at: 413-559-7257. 

• NE Solar at 413-247-
6045 ( email: info@north­
eastsolar.biz) 

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs 
regional coordinator, will be 
on hand to speak and answer 
questions; citizens are urged 
to attend, and refreshments 
will be served. The state pro­
vides collllnunities that gain 
Green Collllmmities status 

• Or visit the Solarize with grant funding for local 
Montague program website: energy conservation proj­
www.SolarizeMass.com/Mo ects. 
ntague On October 9th at 7: 15 

And, thanks to all of you 
for your enthusiasm for 
Greening our town! 

p m., the planning board will 
hold a hearing on another 
requirement of the designa­
tion, a bylaw that allows 

---------------------------------- solar installations as-of-right 
FOREST from page 9 
tles, which developed their 
prickly exterior in a bid for 
survival in Old World pas­
tures of yore. These plants 
have ve1y small seeds, that 
must to land on bare soil in 
order to germinate, and they 
take root easily in between 
the basal rosettes of the first 
succession phase. 

Wessels talked about all 
the towns in Massachusetts 
along the Connecticut River 

that have the suffix 'field' in 
their names, such as 
Northfield, Greenfield, 
Deerfield, Hatfield, 
Springfield and Enfield. He 
said Native Americans had 
long employed fire to clear 
croplands along the river, 
where the rich alluvial soil 
was easy to cultivate. 
Allowing some fields to 
remain fallow, grow up with 
1nilkweed and the like, the 
Natives would return and 

Spiraling lightning scar. 

bum the fields back, and 
plant crops again, keeping 
the forests back from the 
river for 600 years or more. 

Third in succession are 
beny producing shrubs, 
whose seeds are spread by 
mallllnals or birds like cedar 
waxwings and robins, 
Wessels said. The seeds of 
shrubs like barberry and 
hawthorne have to land in 
coarse weeds in order to have 
a decent chance to grow. 
Spiny shrubs need two years 
to fo1m woody growth, so the 
coarse weeds of the second 
phase of succession provide 
a nursery for the third phase 
plants. 

Finally, the shrubs provide 
a kind of nurse1y space for 
the fomth succession phase, 
when trees like white ash and 
other deciduous varieties 
take root and begin to shade 
out the earier succession 
species. Eventually, over­
grazed pasturage with scant 
topsoil and ledge rock pok­
ing through gives way and a 
young forest grows up again. 

Juniper is a good indicator 
species, pointing to where an 
overgrazed pasture once lay, 
Wessels said. Once it dies, 
often after being overshaded 
by the growth of a young for­
est, juniper will stay rooted 
in place and identifiable for 
decades. Juniper is slow 
growing and intolerant of 
shade, but it only takes root 
initially in one of four areas: 
diy sandy soil carpeted in 
moss, the crevices of rocky 
outcroppings, under a power­
line cut where herbicides are 
in use, or in overgrazed pas-

with a site plan review by 
the planning board. The 
hearing documents, along 
with a new fee schedule, are 
available on the town web­
site www.wendellmass.us on 

turage or abandoned crop­
land. 

Wessels told many other 
secrets of the forest. He 
thinks it is quite possible, for 
example, that species of trees 
have ways of communicating 
with each other. He gave an 
example from 1981, a time 
when gypsy moth infestation 
was decimating some decid­
uous species, and researchers 
tried to detennine how trees 
like red oaks knew when to 
produce more tannin in their 
leaves to keep the moths at 
bay. 

The researchers used 
some red oaks as a control 
group, and began tearing up 
the leaves of other nearby 
oaks by hand, mimicking the 
attack of gypsy moths. Sure 
enough, those oaks quickly 
began producing more tan­
nins. But interestingly, the 
red oaks in the control group 
began producing more tan­
nins simultaneously, as if 
their brethren with the tom 
up leaves had signaled to 
them that gypsy moths were 
coining. 

Wessels said many species 
seem to communicate also 
about when to produce large 
quantities of acorns. These 
so- called mast years come at 
irregular intervals, some­
times seven or more years 
apa1t. That length of time 
might be sufficient to dis-

September 27, 2012 

WENDELL ENERGY CORNER 
Wendell Pursues 

Green Co1n1nunities 
Designation 

the planning board page. 
They are also posted at the 
town offices and the libra1y. 

On October 10th the 
selectboard will be review­
ing the requirements for a 
Green policy for town vehi­
cles. Wendell's vehicles are 
all exempt from the Green 
Communities requirements, 
but nevertheless a vehicle 
policy must be put in place 
that commits the community 
to purchasing the most ener­
gy efficient vehicles avail­
able for a particular purpose. 
Other possible approaches to 
make Wendell a more Green 
town in te1ms of transpo1ta­
tion include adding a bicycle 
rack at the town offices and 
town hall, using biodiesel in 
town vehicles, and encour­
aging hybrids by setting 
aside a parking space for 
hybrid vehicles. 

On October 17th a special 
town meeting will be held 
for citizens to vote on the 
bylaw changes and the 
stretch energy building 
code. The town is also work­
ing on a plan for a 20% 
reduction in energy use for 
municipal buildings and 
vehicles over a five year 
period. Past use has been 
entered into a database and 
potential changes to reduce 
energy use are being exam­
ined. Town cotmsel has been 

courage or kill off the larvae 
of the acorn weevil, which is 
a far more voracious con­
sumer of acorns than grey 
squirrels, he said. 

Wessels talked of the tell­
tale characteristics of some 
stone walls ( such as the pres­
ence of a large amount of fist 
sized rocks) that can show 
when a fenced plot has been 
used for cropland, with its 
annual freeze and thaw 
upward leverage of small 
stones, as compared to hay­
fields, which are generally 
plowed only a few times to 
level the land. Hayfields do 
not render up an annual crop 
of small rocks, like crop 
fields and gardens do. 

He told of how coniferous 
stumps rot from the outside 
in, and deciduous stumps 
from the inside out. 

He told about a pa1ticular 
area of American chestnut 
stumps in Vernon, VT, that to 
him told a clear tale of a hur­
ricane blowing up the 
Connecticut River sometime 
before the 1500s, blowing 
down all the trees in one 
direction, leaving pillows 
and cradles behind where the 
root balls of the living trees 
had been pulled from the 
soil. On top of these earthy 
pillows, squirrels had buried 
many chestnuts, and many of 
these grew to maturity before 
being harvested at about 

consulted for a letter stating 
that permitting and site plan 
review for a solar installa­
tion will take less than a 
year. 

The committee received 
word in July that the next 
application date for Green 
Collllmmities will take place 
this fall, with an October 
30th deadline. This put a lot 
of pressure on the commit­
tee to get the five criteria in 
place so that Wendell can 
qualify for Green 
Community status this year. 

To gain Green 
Collllnunities designation, a 
community has to provide 
as-of-right siting in desig­
nated locations for renew­
able and alternative energy 
generation, research and 
development, or manufac­
turing facilities; adopt an 
expedited application and 
permit process for as-of­
right energy facilities; estab­
lish an energy use baseline 
and develop a plan to reduce 
energy use by 20% within 
five years; purchase only 
fuel-efficient vehicles; and 
set requirements to mini­
mize life-cycle energy costs 
for new construction; one 
way to meet the last require­
ment is to adopt the new 
stretch energy building 
code. 

1875. New chestnuts sprout­
ed in circles from the exteri­
or of these stumps, reached a 
diameter of about one foot 
each, and then were clear cut 
in about 1915 when the 
American chestnut blight 
struck. 

He talked about the chest­
nut blight itself, which 
spread from an Oriental vari­
ety in 1904 in the Bronx Zoo 
to wipe out what was once 
the most common and useful 
species in the Eastern forest. 
One out of every two trees 
east of the Mississippi was an 
American chestnut, he said. 

Wessels predicted this 
species, and other blighted 
species like hemlock and ash 
will someday stage a come­
back, perhaps thousands of 
years from now, when they 
reach equilibrium with the 
fungal blights or insect 
species that are attacking 
them. 

It will be for other humans 
to read the record of man in 
the forested landscape then. 
But they would be wise to 
adopt Wessels' philosophy, 
which he summed up as an 
"intimacy of place." Wessels 
said, "I've gotten deeper and 
deeper into it. Just like when 
you get intimate with another 
person. You want to know 
their history and what mold­
ed them. So with the 
land." II 
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Readers are invited to send poems to the Montague 
Reporter at 58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376; or 
email us your poetry at reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

Poetry Page edited by Christopher Sawyer-laucanno 
design by Claudia Wells 

It is difficult to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day for lack of 
what is found there. 

The Pleasure Principle 
for Leidy Celeste Nicole 

The middle of me bottoms out. Bastion drops, resigns to open. Are you okay? Nod yes. I decide to 
let my neck relax. Inch the shoulders down with each exhale. Supra sexed prosthesis cameo ultra hot mirage. 
Physical is platform for fantastical inclinations. The nasal wail of a daytime drinker interrupts this 
thought. "The next time I fall in love it ·- " The midst of me trails off. Bastion drops, cards turn and show 
their faces. Flash totality a small white triangle recedes from my precognition. I decide to let my 
neck relax. Trompe l'oeil. We get it. 

There's a rock in my chest across from my heart, mirroring the heart but protruding. Thirty year old female with 
mass on or near the right third costochondral junction. Calcium deposit baroque pearl boutonniere? Tender to the touch 
and hot, my joint sac grows a gemstone. X-rays inconclusive. 

Sty in the eye. White bloom fungal skin. Errant tooth in roof of the mouth. Benign recurring sticky tumor on tendon of 
right hand. Acid reflux. Hemorrhoids. Irritable bowel syndrome. Bunions, yeast, sciatica. The true face of the age is 
decorum. 

What do I choose to pull through the picture while the neighborhood slurps oysters? From a pink splotch 
on yellow-white a deeper red emerges. My grandmother calls it digging to China. Insatiable itch at the cen­
ter of the scalp. Translucent salve applied with cotton swab. Soft white square laid on top of red. "It feels so good to 
scratch," she says. 

- Corrine Fitzpatrick 
Brooklyn, NY 

Edna's Magnolia 

For Mother's Day 
I bought my wife a white magnolia tree 
Like those we saw when traveling in the south. 
I planted it in the back yard by our patio, 
And it grew to over twenty feet high, 
Blossoming in a white array of blooms. 
I killed it when I accidentally dug up the roots on one side. 
The next Mother's Day, I bought her a magenta magnolia 
shrub 
And planted it out in front of the house. 
To her delight, the magnolia bloomed, every spring, 
Edna is dead, now, but the magnolia blossoms, still. 
This year, it bloomed again in the fall. 
The blossoms do not unfold as usual 
But remain closed until they turn brown and die. 
I wonder - is this a message? 

-William Carlos Williams 

Connecticut River Kayak Haiku 

ants crawl 
on kayak deck 
as helpless stowaways 

river bank roots: 
see the tree's 
wood tributaries 

Meander was 
a Greek interpreter 
of wind's water ripples 

hey, goose! 
no worries-
I'm Canadian, too 

bald eagle 
peering down 
on my endangered braids 

turkey wing 
snagged on tree 
flotsam flies beneath 

coxswain cries 
crewboat cuts 
through the former quiet 

- Jonathan Stevens 
Northampton 

IAMBS FOR AN IMPOSTOR 

Euterpe bore a mutant son, a glib and feckless breach, 
Who thinks himself poetic though the muses all beseech 
Euterpe to ameliorate the mess that has been made; 
The scorn of DNA, alas, is endlessly inveighed. 

The bard of bullshit spews his load of verbal gonorrhea, 
Some narcissistic nonsense which insults an honest ear. 
Its tone is tepid, contents dull, anemic at the core -
The ostentatious prating of a callous, cunning whore. 

And yet, he struts to accolades from others of his ilk, 
A clique of primadonnas who disguise their sludge as 
silk. - Joseph A. Parzych 

Gill -------------------- Collectively, they form a troupe of dubious renown, 
Intent to castrate Eros and create a sterile clown. 

Their lyric ode to fraudulence is pretense minus art, 
Enthralling to observers who can't tell the two apart. 
Its permeative poison turns fecundity to waste -
The metaphoric maelstrom of humanity debased. 

I now conclude this chapter from a Swiftian parade, 
Where those with Lilliputian minds are garishly displayed 
As artists of sublime and meritorious degree, 
While bags of stale, insipid air are all that I can see. 

- Kevin Smith 
Turners Falls 
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BY RUTH WEST - Fall is upon 
us and we are looking for great 
grant ideas. Have an idea and want 
to talk it through? 

The Leverett Cultural Council 
is looking for creative grant ideas 
on the theme of Who we a1·e now: 
the Creative Spirit of Leverett. 
These could take the form of 
dance, music, poehy, art or the­
ater, inside town properties or out 
of doors, any time during 2013. 

So what do you need to do if 
you have a great idea? Find a 
venue in town to host you. Figure 
out your expenses and write a 

~id 
of Leverett 

short grant proposal for the 
Leverett Cultural Council. The 
grant is not due until October 
15th. It's easy! 

Things to think about. The 
Cultural Council receives about 
$4000 a year, which also goes to 
suppo1t pass grants for cultural 
opportunities for elementary 
school students, and library pro­
grams. We fund what we can, but 
love to receive grants that can be 
partially funded elsewhere. An 
example would be -ticket sales at 
the door, a band willing to give a 
price break, a group art show 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
TOWN OFWENDELL PLANNING BOARD 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40, Chapter 40A, Section 5 and 
Section 9 of M.G.L., the Wendell Planning Board will hold a public hearing on 
October 9, 2012 at 7:15 p.m. in the Town Office Building at 9 Morse Village Road 
to consider changes to the Wendell Zoning Bylaws as described herein: In Article 
I, Section E, add a provision for the appointment of an Associate Member to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. In Article I, add Section G providing for the appointment 
of an Associate Member to the Planning Board. Add Article XIV SOLAR 
INSTALLATIONS to provide for ground mounted solar installations As-of-Right 
with a site plan review. In Article III. DEFINITIONS add the following definitions: 

As-of-Right Siting, Building Permit, Extra-Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar 
Electric Installation, Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation, 
Small-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installation, Solar Electric 
Installations, Site Plan Review, Site Plan Review Authority, Special Permit, Zoning 
Enforcement Authority Article VI, Section F add to Residential Uses, Small Scale 
Ground Mounted Solar Electric Installations - Y, add to Industrial uses, Large­
Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations Site - PB, Extra-Large-Scale 
Ground-Mounted Solar Electric Installations - Site PB. In addition, we will be pre­
senting a new fee schedule. 
On or before September 24, 2012, the proposed text of the Bylaw changes under 
consideration will be posted outside the Town Offices for review and will be avail­
able on the Planning Board door and at the Town Library during their regular busi­
ness hours. A copy will also be available on the Planning Board page of the town 
website at http://wwwwendellmass.us. 
Nancy Riebschlaeger 

Chair.Wendell Planning Board 
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SWELL, A First Novel by Wendell's Corwin Ericson 

where we fund the adve1tisement 
and opening. 

BY GLORIA KEGELES 

What have we funded? This 
year we funded Read it Leverett, a 
lecture series at the libra1y, and the 
scrolls project on the Leverett 
trails. Next year we are hoping for 
a year of events that celebrate 
what makes Leverett special - all 
the creative people who live in our 
town. 

Menacing prehistoric snapping 
hntles in the hill town of Wendell, 
sme. But whales? Well, yes, teeming 
in the fecund mind of Wendell's 
Co1win Ericson, a transplant from 
eastern Massachusetts. 

Have an idea but need help? 

A poet at heart, Ericson has 
recently gifted us witll his first novel. 
Swell takes us on a mad advenh1re on 
the island of Bismutll off tlle New 
England coast, where visitors from 
ancient whaling factions renew old 
rivafries. Bodacious Estonindian and 
Finlindian hunters and herders, along 
witl1 their Korean money-launderers, 

Give me a call at 367-2694 and we 
can talk it through. All the forms 
can be found at: www.mass-cul­
h1re.org/Leverett. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Assaults & Larcenies 

Tuesday, 9/18 
2:26 p.m. Burglary report 

taken, - Avenue A in 
Turners Falls. 

4:16 p.m. Larceny report­

ed at ■chestnut Street in 
Turners Falls. 

warrant 

Street in Turners Falls. 

Wednesday, 9/19 
I:21 a.m. Burglar alarm 

reported and investigated 
at Thomas Memorial 

Country Club in Turners 

Falls. 

I:22 p.m. Larceny report­

ed at - Avenue C in 
Turners Falls. 

I :30 p.m. Larceny report­

ed at ■ Fourth Street in 
Turners Falls. 

Tlwnday, 9/20 
3:20 p.m. Breaking and 

entering a vehicle reported 
at Ristorante DiPaolo, 

Turners Falls. 

8:57 p.m. 

Falls. Charges include 

operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license. 

Friday, 9/21 
8:22 a.m. Burglar alarm 

reported at ■ Migratory 

Way in Turners Falls. 
I I :20 a.m. Larceny 

reported at -Turnpike 
Road, Turners Falls. 

I :44 p.m. Assault reported 

and investigated near9-,i 
Street, Turners Falls. 

Satwday, 9 /22 
12:4 I a.m. B~lary inves­

tigated at - Randall 

Wood Drive, 

Montague. 

I :23 p.m. Burglar 

alarm investigated at 

Thomas Memorial 

Country Club, Turners 
Falls. 

Suiiday, 9/23 
5:40 a.m. Burglar alarm 

investigated at Route 63 
Roudhouse, Millers Falls. 

6:02 a.m. Burglary report­

ed and investigated at 

Turners Falls Rod and Gun 

Club. 
Monday, 9 /24 
I0:12 a.m. Vandalism 

reported at - Fourth 
Street, Turners Falls. 

2:II p.m. 

on warrant at his home. 

Tuesday, 9 /25 
I I :03 a.m. Burglary 

reported at ■ G Street, 
Turners Falls. 

find advantage in alternately 
befriending, figtu-atively catching in 
the harpoon cross-fire, and casting a 
sadistic, sexually-tinged spell over 
om hero, Bismuthian Orange 
Whippey, their unwitting native 
"gtride". 

Orange's yearning for the 
unknown beyond the shellfish, Sllll­

fish, six-packs and questionably­
related cousins populating Bismutll, 
propels him into a v01tex of forces of 
e1101mous proportions rivaling tlle 
umnensity oftl1e whales. 

Ericson vascillates between 
events both etllereal and mtmdane 
throughout the novel. A Korean 
cookout witll squid in a meat-tender­
izing Bismuth marinade and a side of 
stench of kimchi, a sauna witll two 
lovely sisters that evolves i11to a trial 
of survival, encmmters witll tl1e god­
dess-like whale hunter Waldena 
alternately excite and ten'ify ymmg 
Orange. 

Ericson is not content to focus 
solely on ancient whaling traditions. 
Twenty-first cenhny technology that 
allows inter-species communication 
also figtu-es prominently in Swell. 
Anachronisms abound and chaotic 
eqirilibrium becomes a goal as tlle 
factions attempt mediation and coop­
eration. 

Hilarious, as irreverent of political 
con-ectness and modesty as tile great 
1800s American whaling novel was 
of religion, and forever reeling us in, 
this whale of a fish story is a keeper. 
Teeming with lyrical, disanning, 
made-up-words prose, Swell is a 
catch not to be tln·own back. 

As Orange would put it, readers 
are left feeling not merely OK. We 
are all set! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)- '11 

2SMill=FallsRo: 1z ,S' 
Turners F-alls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pllnc.co111 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

-

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
I 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- -.._,. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

flRECISION 
J:¥ \ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill, MA 01354 

PETROFSKY DESIGN 
WOODWORKING 
Residential 

Kitchens 
Baths 

• Commercial 

Paul Petrofsky 
New Salem 

Bars 
Restaurants 

978.544.6209 

• ~®11'$0111l©l~8Z~ P®!i 
M@ITTroors©JI$ 

• C~©Jy/Sitouu@ S~wi~pfttwr@ 
• P@W®rry 

• ~1111® Amt Dwawnng$ auu~ 
~0811111roll1l@$ 

TELEPHONE 413-863-9499 BY CHANCE OR 
www_signedinstone_com APPOINTMENT. 

65 CAtw. STREET• TURNERS fAUS, MA 01376 

t? PtTrR UJATrRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f k\:.~:-978-544-6534 WP~iell 

-~.-~-~-~-~-r.aiiii:"'\-~ 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN f:I AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00 PM Daily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 
863-9991 

Pn1ald&llldllt 
Pra1rams lnllallle 

Clll fur DelallS 

~ 

Air CandltllRIIII 
S8nlce& 

llllblllllon '1Pl'',II I. 

540 North.fleld Rd., Bernardston 
-www.countryoil.com 

l-800-321-9992 
4 L3-648-9912 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURN·s LAWN CARE 

Spodall:dng in oil MpOm ol Lown a,rJ l>,opwty Moiiml,01'ltt.t.. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn Care to Us" 
ROJldential & Cammmial • lullv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ALL THE TIME: 

EVERY TUESDAY 
The Millers FaHs Ubrary Club: free after 
school program. 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Free 
Texas Hold 'em Poker tournament with cash 
prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Ubrary. Children and their families 
are invited to come enjoy stories, crafts, 
music, activities and snacks. 10:15 - 11:30 
a.m. 
Avenue A, T umers Falls: Great Falls Farmers 
Market, 2 - 6 p.m 
Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Millers Falls Library Music and Movement 
with Tom Carroll and Laurie Davidson. 
Children and their caregivers are invited. 10-
11 a.m. Free. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls 
Acoustic open mic with Dan, Kip & Shultzy 
from Cuny Fingers DuPree hosting, 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Open Mic 
Night, 9:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: ·aeven· -
work by Hallmark Institute of Photography 
October 2012 Graduating Class. 

LOCAL EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th 
2nd Congregational Church, Town Common 
Court Square, Greenfield ·Farewell to 
Factory Towns· a film on job loss and job cre­
ation in North Adams followed by a Q&A with 
director Maynard Seider, presented by 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

for the Planet Starts to Quicken. 7:30 - 9:30 
p.m. 
Montague Bookmill, Montague: Hee Hawk & 
Pale Cowboy. 8 p m. 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Renowned 
blues artist Popa Chubby and special guests, 
10 Foot Polecats and Cannibal Ramblers. 8-
10 pm. 
The Arts Block, Greenfield Dance 
Extravaganza with the AmazingA/chemystics 
and the Fabulous Fenibo! 8 p.m. $ 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: The 
Lonesome Brothers - hick rock. 8 p.m. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Trailer Park-Dual sax­
attack rock, rhythm & blues. 9 - 11 :30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Roogaroos - classic rock. 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th 
Forster's Farm, 60 Chestnut Hill Road, 
Orange: North Quabbin Garlic and Arts 
Festival. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m 

The Eric Carle Museum, 
Amherst: Museum Day -

AiL museum doors open for 
t, free for anyone presenting 
••• IJ a Museum Day coupon for 

, two. Museum Day 
coupons available on the 
website. All day. 
Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: 
Source to Sea Cleanup -
volunteer to help the river 
cleanup initiative. 8:45 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

1._,---'I Green River Swimming 
Area, Greenfield 
Volunteer to help the 
Green River Cleanup. 9 

--· a.m. - 3 p.m 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 2012 
Metalympics - The Finals. 7:30 - 10 p.m 
The Arts Block, Greenfield: Four Wonderful 
Acts - Heather Maloney Band, Fauxgrass 
Quartet, Chris Dorman, John Sheldon and 
Blue streak. 8 p.m. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Wildcat O'Halloran 
Band - Guitar Based Blues. 9 - 11 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Moose & 
the Hightops-?O's & 80's classics. 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Something Else 
- groove jazz/funk. Free. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th 
Forster's Farm, 60 Chestnut Hill Road, 
Orange: North Quabbin Garlic and Arts 
Festival. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Canal-side Nature Walk. 8 -9:30 a.m. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls Celtic 
Session -musicians of all levels can sit in and 
perform traditional Irish music. 10:30 a.m. 
Bowker Auditorium, UMass, Amherst: Film 
screening-"The Grapes of Wrath" (1940) fol­
lowed by Q&A Economics professor, John 
Stifler. 5 p m Free. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Sunday Locals -
Austin Elliott & friends. 6 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Chris Scanlon & The 
other Guys - Folk, Pop, Rock. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1st 
Esselon Cafe, Hadley: Chick Corea and Gary 
Burton Hot House Tour with the Harlem string 
Quartet - discussion with NPR's Tom Reney. 
7 p.m. Free. 
People's Pint, Greenfield: Irish Session. 8 
p.m. Free. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 
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grandeur of the Dolomites, a section of the 
Alps located in northeastern Italy. 6 - 8 p.m. 
Bowker Auditorium, UMass, Amherst: Film 
and Q&A with director - Documentary "The 
Frontier Gandhi. Badshah Khan, A Torch for 
Peace·. 7 p.m. Free. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Patrick 
Donnelly & Jean Valentine - poetry reading. 7 
p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Falltown 
string Band. 7:30 -10:30 p.m. Free. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics - favorite 
50's & 60's oldies. 8 -10 p.m. 

r1J .. }\ r :t 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2 :30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 

Green Jobs Training 

For more information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

"' 

Du Bois Library, lower level, Umass, Amherst: • 

Fine Wine 

ART SHOWS: 

;a Greenfield Community 
Kevin Kun.rtadt photograpf?y at the Oresman Gallery, College, Downtown 

Nuclear Power and Political Activism - a dis­
cussion with Lionel Delevingne and Anna 
Gyorgy in association with the exhibit by pho­
tojournalist Delevingne, "To the Village 
Square. an Experiment in American 
Democracy.· Refreshments will be seived. 4 
-7p.m. 

NOW through SEPTEMBER 30th 
Bro1vn Fine Arts Center, Smith College Campus, Greenfield 

Friday, 9/28 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Photographs by Peter J. Cromey 
NOW through OCTOBER 6th 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls "Peter Monroe. 
Negatives From the 1970s". 29 photograph 
prints from negatives exposed by Monroe 
between 1973 and 1978, taken mosfly in 
Brooklyn and Queens, NY, Connecticut, and 
Long Island's North Shore. Each photograph 
is accompanied by Monroe's personal narra­
tive. 

NOW through OCTOBER 28th 

Occupy Franklin County. 7 - 9 p.m. 

UMass Fine Arts Center, Amherst: Professor 
Noam Chomsky will give a lecture entifled 
'Who Owns the Wand? Resistance and 
Pathways Forward.· Seating is limited. 
Reserve tickets by contacting the FAC box 
office: 413-54~2511. 8 p.m. Free. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl -Blues/Jazz. 
8-10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls 
·in the Woods" - learn about things that can 
be found in the woods. Touchable artifacts, 
stories, games, and art will help us explore' 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Watershed History - series of four talks in 
September on four immigrant groups 
(French/Canadian, Irish, Polish, and 
German) that settled in Turners Falls during 
industrialization; this talk will focus on the Irish 
immigrants. 6:30 p.m. 
Frances Crowe Community Room, 60 
Masonic Street, Northampton: Film - "Lives 
Worlh Uving." Fred Fay turned the misfortune 
of his spinal cord injury into a passion that 
helped launch the Disability Rights 
Movement. 7 p.m. Free. 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, Shelburne 
Falls: "Bound For Glory• - Woody Guthrie 
Tribute. 1976. Directed by Hal Ashby. 7:30 
p.m. Music before the movie: Wxx/y Guthrie 
singalong led by Court Dorsey. 7 p m. 
Greenfield Community College, Main 
Campus: Bill McKibben Keynote - The Fight 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
IS2AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Caregiver Information and 
Resource Fair - Presentations on Franklin 
County agencies, programs and services that 
support elders and caregivers. 9:30 - 1 :30 
p.m. 
Mount Sugar1oaf, South Deerfield: Leaming 
Bark -a fun and informative tree identification 
workshop with naturalist Nancy Goodman. 
Bring lunch and weather appropriate clothing. 
10 a.m. -2 p.m. 
The Haven, Deerfield: Harvest Festival & 
Family Fun Fair. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls Celtic 
Session -musicians of all levels can sit in and 
perform traditional Irish music. 10:30 a.m. 
Montague Grange: Gender Role Free Contra 
Dance. Start of 2012-13series-4-5:30 p.m. 
Experience session. 6 - 7 p.m. Benefit sup­
per. 7 - 10 p.m. Evening Dance with caller 
and band. Please bring soft-soled non-street 
shoes to protect the wooden dance floor. 
The Montague Bookmill: Music-Zak Trojano 
& The Low standards. (Max Adam opening 
ac~ 7 -10 p.m. $ 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, Shelburne 
Falls BoundForGlory - Woody Guthrie 
Tribute. 1976. Directed by Hal Ashby. 7:30 
p.m. Music before the movie: Woody Guthrie 
singalong led by Dave Chalfant & Students 
from The Academy at Charlemont. 7 p m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Christa Joy 
with special guest, Martha Reich -
singer/songwriters. 7:30 p.m. 
Full Moon Coffeehouse, Wendell: Annie and 
Friends to benefit the Wendell Fire 
Department. 7:30 p.m. 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTt;:~tOR/.E.XTERIOR PAINTING. ALL PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN Mccue:. PRESIDENT 

240 GREENnELO ROAD• !l'IONTAOUE, MA 01351 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3rd 
Montague Grange: Cirde Dance. 7:30-9:30 
p.m. 
The People's Pint, Greenfield: Old Time 
Session. 8 p.m. Free. 
The Arts Block, Greenfield: Moira Smiley & 
VOCO I Christa Joy 8 p.m. $ 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4th 
Greenfield Community College, Main 
Campus: Children's book author and current 
poet laureate of Northampton, Rich 
Michelson, will speak in honor of Banned 
Books Week. He will discuss how the ban­
ning of books affects the marketplace of 
ideas and how he works with editors and pub­
lishers when including controversial material 
in his own work. Refreshments served. 11 
a.m. 
Greenfield Community College, Downtown 
Center: Amherst College professor stanley J 
Rabinowitz - Symposia: The Magical World 
of Ballet in Imperial and Soviet Russia. 2 - 4 
pm.$ 
Greenfield Community College, Main 
Campus: A reception and gallery talk with 
artist Joey Morgan, whose exhibit is on dis­
play in the South Gallery through October 
26th. 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Oresman Gallery, Brown Fine Arts Center, 
Smith College, Northampton: Artist reception 
and Photo Exhibit Opening - photographer 
Kevin Kunstadfs photos depict the majestic 

· Trailer Park -- Dual sax-attack rock 
Saturday, 9/29 9 to 11:00 p.m. 
The Wildcat O'Halloran Band -­

guitar-based blues 
Sunday, 9/30 8 to 10 p.m. 

Chris Scanlon & The Other Guys 
Folk, Pop, Rock 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Nert to tbe Wendell Countzy Store 

www.DejoBrewPub com 

FRI 9/28 9:30 FREE 

PLANEMO Cindie, etc.l 
w. special guests: 

Civil Pilots 

SAT 9/29 9:30 FREE 

SOMETHING ELSE 
(groove/jazz/funk) 

SUN 9/30 6PM FREE 
SUNDAY LOCALS: 
Austin & Elliott 

(acoustic folk/blues .. .l 

18TtlRDmmt 
1UIIIIEIII F&LI. MIi 
iMlllfDllfflM&C 
TEL:413-161-2111 

,~rol's Beauty Nook 
-· 17 29 G Street, Turners Falls " 
f Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jiftCertificates 4!3-~63-
Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager P~Ol'fE 8 FAX: 4 I 3~367•9896 •RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 5{vaila.6k 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

0 O /JJC!) 

ii:\. ~ /4'."'>l{) 
For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 
Now accepting new accounting clients 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACK/VVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

l!RSATIVS NAIRl!UTTING 
PSRMC a. l!OlOU 

/lllen, Women a. ~hffd~•n 

l .. ~JNi'S ~ C~°'t)-~ 
Gift l!etfifieates Available 

8'65-2022 
Matle C!aatln• 74 PROIPSC!T ff. 
lllehatcl Dl6eotge (Thursdays) TURNSU FAUi 

r; ·• -•~ • full color offset printing r~ • digital copies 
t , ~ • oversize copies ~ • files accepted Ina email 

We Speda/iu. /11 lmpo,sibfe Deadlini!SI 

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Streec, Greenrt/d • 41 J.774-3500 • green{lel4@copycorprintshop.com 
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BY DAVID BRULE 
ERVINGSIDE - In a few weeks' 
time, two women from our neigh­
borhood here in the Eivingside sec­
tion of Millers Falls will set out on a 
ve1y long journey that will lead 
them to Rome. 

They will travel there with light­
ness in their steps and joy in their 
heaits, for these two women, mem­
bers of the Mohawk nation, will be 
pa1t of a ceremony that will close 
the circle of a story that began more 
than 325 yeai·s ago with Kateri 
Teakakwitha, the Lily of the 
Mohawks. 

Anna Jruvis and her daughter 
Robe1ta Allen will go to Rome also 
with the name of Josephine 
Wai'isose Angus, Anna's mother in 
their thoughts. 

Soon, in Rome, on October 21st, 
2012 Kateri Teakakwitha will 
become Saint Katei'i, in the Roman 
Catholic ceremony of canonization 
to be pe1fonned by Pope Benedict 
XVI. This ceremony will mark the 
final step that leads to sainthood. 
Josephine Angus was present to 
meet Pope John Paul II when the 
next to the last step, beatification, 
was perfo1med in 1980. 

The sto1y of Kate11 Teakakwitha 
began in 1656 when she was born in 
the heait of Mohawk lands in 1101th­
ern New York. This was a time of 
great unrest and shifting alliances in 
the New World as Indian nations 
and European colonizing forces met 
in a clash of cultures, religions, and 
warfai·e. French, English and Dutch 
competition created new conditions 
that challenged traditional tribal 
existence. The repercussions of 
growing conflict were felt through­
out New Englru1d 1-ight into our own 
region, as warfare reached to 
Pocumtuck, now called Deerfield, 
and Peskeompskut, now called 
Turners Falls. 

European rivals and enemies 
were all fighting here in an exten­
sion of their age-old rivah'ies on the 
continent of Europe. 

Religion played an important 
pait in the power struggles. The 
Mohawks became strong allies of 
the English, who were Protestant, 
and other tribes such as the Abenaki 
and Huron, who collllted Mohawks 
as their traditional ene1nies, lined up 
with the French who were Catholic. 

Caught up in the Iniddle of this 
was Kate1i She was a Mohawk, one 
of the six Iroquois nations who 
sided with the English, for the most 
pait. Mai1y in these tribes had not 
converted to European religions, 
and held strong to their traditional 
beliefs and creation creed. But each 
religion, through their preachers and 
missionaries, folllld ways to conve1t 
ti'ibal people to one religion or the 
other. Kate11, as a yollllg girl, was 
sti·ongly drawn to Catholic beliefs, 

possibly through her mother, who 
was a Catholic conve1t from the 
Huron regions around the St. 
Francis Mission at Kanawaske and 
Trois Rivieres. 

European diseases were ravaging 
the native populations during those 
times, with many members of her 
family being cairied away by small­
pox. Kateri herself was afflicted by 
the disease, but she smvived, 
although the pox left her scan-ed for 
life. She becrune deeply religious, 
scorned by her father and shllllned 
by tribal members who followed 
traditional ti'ibal beliefs, but she 
remained steadfastly Catholic ai1d 
spent the rest of her sh01t life at the 
Inission, in deep prayer ru1d piety. 

When she died at 24, the Jesuits 
who inteired her wrote that in death 
"her body glowed" and the small­
pox scars disappeared. Thus the 
fame of Kateri began to grow. 

She became a figure to whom 
thousands prayed for relief from 
disease-caused afflictions, and even 
in 2006, a yollllg boy ofti'ibal origin 
was cured of a fatal skin disease 
through the prayers of thousands 
who sought Kate11 's intercession. 
The church investigated this occur­
rence, and dete1mined it was the 
miracle that could lead to sainthood 
for Kate1i 

We spoke of all this, just last 
week, sitting on the sunny deck of 
the house where Anna and Robe1ta 
reside with their families. The heavy 
windstorm and rain from the nigl1t 
before had passed, leaving branches 
and leaf litter strewn about in the 
street. Still, a friendly chickadee 
came and went, just over our heads, 
getting her sunflower seeds as if 
nothing had happened. 

Anna spoke with p11de of the 
honor and respect given to her by 
the Mohawk elders. Even though 
she has not resided on the rese1ve 
for many a year, being one of the 
oldest members of the ti-ibe, she was 
asked to take part in the jomney, 
with her daughter. 

She spoke quietly of a world few 
of us have heard of. Born on the 
rese1ve at Akwasasne, her first lan­
guage is Mohawk. She of course 
leruned English as she grew up, as 
well as French when she attended 
school in Monti·eal. She tells of how 
she was sent to a residential school 
by the authorities who made her 
pru·ents feel it was the best way for 
her to get ahead. There, with the 
other Mohawk children, she was 
forbidden to speak her own lan­
guage, and was punished when 
caught! 

Anna added, with mischief in her 
eyes: "But we used to sneak away 
sometimes ai1d talk Mohawk when 
the teachers couldn't heru· us!" 

Anna's mother, Josephine, sta1t­
ed the Kate11 Circle on the rese1ve, 
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sister is already there!" laughed 
Robe1ta. 

They will leave for the rese1ve on 
October 17th, where the 
Homemaker Club, rm1 by the tribal 
elders, will honor them with a send­
off dinner. The next day they will 
join a growing sti·eam of tl'ibal peo­
ple, as well as non-Native 
Americans from all over the US, 
who will jomney to Rome for the 
canonization ceremony. There ai·e 
more than 6000 members of the 
Mohawk nation living in several 
centers of the sprawling rese1ve in 
places such as Kanawake and 
Akwasasne, but Anna and Roberta 
will be among the chosen few. 

Anna Jarvis and Roberta Allen with Kateri 
You can be sure that there will be 

a third person, Josephine Wai'isose 
Angus, in the small family group, 
who although in the spirit world 
now, will be right there with Anna 
ai1d Robe1ta too. 

and represented her Circle, and her 
people, in Rome in 1980. Anna's 
sister continues to teach Mohawk 
and the traditional ways at the 
Freedom School at Akwasasne. 

Her daughter Robe1ta added, 
"Although my mother still has her 
fluency, I don't speak much of the 
language, a word here and there, but 
I can understand a lot of what the 
speakers are saying." 

When her extended family came 
to this past Saturday's fundraiser at 

the Roadhouse in Millers Falls, 
Roberta said they were all speaking 
Mohawk. She added she understood 
most of their talk, but would like to 
learn the language for herself and 
for her children, to help preserve it, 
as her aunt Elvira Sai·gent is doing at 
the Freedom School. 

As the day of depa1ture 
approaches, their excitement grows. 

"I've got so many people who 
want to sneak into my suitcase! I tell 
them there's no room, because my 

"I' 11 be weru-ing my grandmother 
Josephine's 1-ibbon dress and the 
shawl I made her, to the ceremony. 
The one she wore to Rome in 1980," 
said Robe1ta. "We ru·e completing 
her journey, and the journey of 
Kateri. We ai·e closing the circle." 

If you wish to help Anna and 
Robe1ta complete tlleir journey, 
please call 413-824-8811. 
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