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Montague Selectboard Affirms Support for 
Proposed Medical Marijuana Dispensary, 

and Keeping the Amherst Bus Line 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

The new medical marijuana 
indusny, or at least one business 
component of it, came before 
the Montague selectboard on 
Monday seeking "suppo1t or non­
opposition to locate a registered 
marijuana dispensa1y in the town of 
Montague." 

known if and when the dispensaiy 
requests a permit from the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

Ruggeri stated that Absolute 
Medical Resources will employ I 0 
to 20 employees, "mostly from the 
area." The facility will grow and 
produce "100% organic" marijuana, 
which will be sent to a state lab, 
inspected, graded and issued 
ce1tificates "by doctors." 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

The business is called Absolute 
Medical Resources Incorporated. 
Their spokesman, Michael Ruggeri, 
and five colleagues appeared very 
professional, well-groomed and 
extremely non-threatening to the 
social order of Montague. Even the 
police chief, Chip Dodge, who said 
that he was initially ve1y concerned 
about the location of a marijuana 
dispensa1y in town, stated that he 
had been "set at ease." 

The business will produce 
"different sn·ains [ of marijuana] 
that do different things." It will 
also produce "marijuana-infused 
products," or MIPs, such as 
"cookies, brownies and lollipops." 
Tinctures, or liquid mai-ijuana, will 
also be produced and disn·ibuted. 

The Montague Selectboai·d at 
their meeting on October 28 vot­
ed unanimously to affirm that the 
current Franklin Regional Transit 
Authority (FRTA) bus route from 
Turners Falls and Montague Center 
to Amherst is of vital impo1tance to 
the community. This vote came after 
a lengthy presentation by Tina Cote, 
FRTA adminisn·ator and Michael 
Perreault, assistant adininistrator. 

Diners only have a few days left to eat at The Night Kitchen. 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

Absolute Medical Resources 
appears to have a building in mind, 
although references to the exact 
location were carefully avoided 
during the course of the selectboard 
discussion. The board was told 
that the dispensa1y will be very 
accessible, but "will not stand out." 

Michael Rugge11, a fo1mer 
Greenfield town council member, 
is the owner ofRuggeri's Beverage 
and Redemption Center on Deerfield 
Sn·eet in Greenfield. Aside from his 
liquor store, Ruggeri has also been 
active in real estate. 

Perreault began his presentation 
to the board by stating that after a 
"comprehensive review, the FRTA 
had decided to propose eliininating 
the cmTent Route 23." 

He stressed that this did not mean 
that those in Montague could not get 
to Amherst. In place of Route 23, the 
FRTA hopes to create a "Montague 
Center Shuttle" that will take riders, 
three times a day, between Mon­
tague Center and the JWO Transit 
Center in Greenfield. There they can 
board a bus, four times during the 
day, for South Deerfield, and from 
there, grab a PVTA bus to Amherst. 

MONTAGUE CENTER -
The Night Kitchen, the populai· 
restaurant at the Montague Book 
Mill, will close this Sunday, No­
vember 3, after nearly ten yeai·s. 
"It's bittersweet," said owner/chef 
Max Brody. "But it's been a great 
nm. After ten yeai·s you find otl1er 
tilings to do in life. Your priorities 
change. But change is good." 

was eclectic: a mix of Ame11can 
countiy organic healthy food with 
more than a dash of European 
savoir faire. Within a year it was 
being written up in The Boston 
Globe and other publications. It 
became a destination. 

Brody is proud of what he ac­
complished. He seems even proud­
er of his staff who made it work so 
well: "I leained early on tl1at the 
key to success is to surround your­
self with people who make you 
look good. And I had an amazing 
group of people who worked with 
me. They saw the big picture." 

Brody said tl1e main reason he 
decided to close the restaurant was 
to "spend more time witl1 a family 
I keep heai'ing about." 

Direct access to the building 
itself will be limited, "not open to 
the public." Ruggeri assured the 
board that marijuana dispensaries 
are stI-ictly regulated by the state. 
The proposed location will become 

At the meeting there was a sho1t 
discussion of taxes. It appears that 
the business is a private non-profit, 
although not a 501(c)3, business that 
is tax exempt. Town adminisn·ator 
Frank Abbondanzio raised the 
possibility that a "payment in lieu 
of taxes" agreement 1night need to 
be worked out with the town. 

After support from both the 

Cote noted that her job was to 
create service for the lai·ger region. 
"We ai·e a regional n·ansit authority," 
she said. She emphasized the need 

The Night Kitchen opened in 
eai·ly 2004. From almost its open­
ing day, the restaurant began to 
attract customers from Montague 
and surrounding towns. Its cuisine 

He also noted tl1at many of his 
staff had been with llim since near 
the beginning. He mentioned Lau­
ren Flynn, who began working at 
the restaurant when she was just a 
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Forum Brainstorms For 
"Clean" Energy Future 

A breakout group brainstorms solutions to energy problems. 

By MARK HUDYMA with the Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center ( CEC) and the 

GREENFIELD - The fu- Depa1tment of Energy. The 
tme of green living in Frank­
lin County should be in the 
hands of its residents, accord­
ing to the orgailizers of the 
Clean Energy Fonun. 

The fomm was pait of an 
effo1t by the state of Massa­
chusetts to create sustainabil-
ity sn·ategies that originate 
within the commmlities they 
intend to se1ve. It took place 
at Greenfield Community 
College on October 22, the 
second in a se11es of public 
sessions. The plan is to com­
pile data that is brought up by 
community members, then 
to b1'ing in several expe1ts 
who can advise the towns on 
bringing about those goals. 

The campaign is organized 
by the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) in collaboration 

CEC provides assistance in 
identifying goals, such as tllis 
meeting, as well as help in 
meeting those goals, by pro­
viding access to grants and 
funding through, for instance, 
community solar. 

The Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center was formed in 
2009 to suppo1t the growth of 
green businesses and munici­
pal sustainability projects. It 
seeks to promote economic 
growth by investing in strut­
ups that focus on sustainabil­
ity. While independent, the 
CEC receives funding through 
the Renewable Energy Tmst 
Fund, a creation of the Mas­
sachusetts legislature. 

The towns paiticipating in 
the session were Montague, 
Bucklai1d, and Shelbmne, 
but there were many visitors 

from other towns. The diverse 
crowd contained student rep­
resentatives from Greenfield 
High School, Greenfield 
Community College students, 
ai1d teachers, as well as mem­
bers of each suppo1ted com­
munity. All were eager to 
conti-ibute their ideas to the 
future of their communities. 

After b11ef speeches by 
Stacy Metzger from FRCOG, 
ai1d Chad Laurent of Meis­
ter Consultant Group, the 
audience was split into four 
groups, and spent the rest of 
the evening brainstorming 
sti·ategies for the creation of 
green, sustainable communi­
ties. The question was left de­
liberately vague, said Laurent, 
hoping to inspire fresh ideas. 
Each group was facilitated by 
a representative from Meis­
ter, but paiticipants were left 
to pursue their own ideas. 

Corkboards quickly filled 
up with ideas sketched on 
index cai·ds. These were then 
compiled into major catego­
ries, such as education, trans­
po1tation, and infrastiucture. 

The groups produced 
mai1y siinilai· ideas, and each 
group also contributed ve1y 
unique takes on the existing 
problems, and solutions to 
those problems. 

Ideas ranged from a com­
munity-wide reduction in 
energy use by 50% to the de­
velopment of mass transpor­
tation capable of replacing 
cars, even in J:Ul'al areas. One 
was bold enough to hope for 
"no fossil fuels by 2035". 

see ENERGY page A3 

A Full-Time Firefighter 
For Leverett? 

The Leverett Fire Depa,tment mqy soon hit-ea new fall-time firefighter. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

Responding to the ap­
proaching retirement of the 
five senior members, includ­
ing the cllief and the ti·ain­
ing officer of Leverett's call 
firefighter depai1ment, the 
committee appointed by the 
selectboai·d to look into that 
problem has recommended 
lli11ng a full-time firefighter 
in addition to the pa1t-tiine 
cllief. About two dozen resi­
dents, along with eight mem­
bers of the fire depa1tment, 
turned out for a public hear­
ing in front of the selectboard 
on Tuesday night; the crowd 
appeared to broadly favor the 
study com1nittee's approach, 
which would require town 
meeting suppo1t to imple­
ment. 

"For those of us who are 
not firefighters, it has been an 
education," said fire depart­
ment study com1nittee chair 
Judy Weinthaler. ''This is 

something that affects all 
of us. We wai1t to bring you 
along with what we have 
gleaned." 

In the summaiy of her 
committee's findings, Wein­
thaler said fire service in 
Leverett, as nationally, has 
evolved from a straightfor­
ward if dai1gerous calling of 
fighting stiucture fires into a 
"complex professional job 
that encompasses many as­
pects of emergency se1vices," 
each ofwllich requires exten­
sive ti·ai1ling to provide the 
required response. Older resi­
dents may still remember the 
days when Leverett's volm1-
teer depai1ment purchased its 
first fire engine, remaindered 
from Amherst, with an open 
cab and room on the back 
for firefighters to hang on 
through all winds and weath­
ers on their way to a house 
fire or a day-long blaze at 
the charcoal kilns, but those 
days are definitely in the long 

see KITCHEN page A4 

ago and far away past. Now, 
as n·ai1ling officer Stewa1t 
Olson said, only four of the 
depa1tment's 13 call firefight­
ers have mai1aged to acquire 
the level of training needed to 
di·ive the departinent's mod­
em engines, and to operate 
their pumps. 

Not only has equipment 
changed, but so has the na­
ture of calls. Statistics show 
that 48% of calls received 
now by the Leverett depait­
ment ai·e medical calls, and 
that percentage is expected to 
continue 1-ising as tl1e popula­
tion in town continues to age. 
Meanwhile, the department 
only responds to about three 
to four stiucture or chim­
ney fires a yeai·, although the 
nature of modem building 
mate11als requires a much 
faster response tune (five to 
ten minutes instead of about 
twenty-five minutes for older 
stmctures built entirely of 
wood) to prevent an incipient 
fire from becoming a fully in­
volved blaze. 

These trends require a 
modem fire depa1tment to be 
able to respond more quickly 
than in the past, ai1d to re­
spond with personnel trained 
as first responders in medical 
emergencies. 

The demographics in Lev­
erett, however, show a long 
decline in the population be­
tween 20 - 40 years of age, 
the ideal age range for recmit­
ment as firefighters - with 
only about 330 individuals 
in that coh01t in town. As it 

see LEVERETT pg A6 
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USA Freedom Act a 
Step in the Right Direction 

We applaud the effo1ts of Sen­
ate Judicia1y Committee Chair­
man Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) and 
Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner 
(R-Wisc.), chaiiman of the Crime 
and Te1rnrism Subcommittee in 
the House, for introducing a bi­
pa1tisan bill in congress on Tues­
day, October 29 that will help re­
store Americans' privacy rights by 
ending the government's dragnet 
collection of phone records and 
requiring greater oversight, trans­
parency, and accountability with 
respect to domestic surveillance. 

According to Leahy, "the gov­
ernment surveillance programs 
conducted under the Foreign Sur­
veillance Intelligence Act are far 
broader than the American people 
previously understood. It is tune 
for serious and meaningful refonns 
so we can restore confidence in our 
intelligence community. Modest 
transparency and oversight provi­
sions are not enough. We need real 
refonn." 

The USA Freedom Act is broad. 
Its main thrnst is to reform Section 
215 of the Patriot Act, and Section 
702 of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FIS.A) that has 
been used to collect mass data on 
citizens in the U.S. and around the 
world. Senator Leahy claims that 
the bill "closes [the] NS.A's 'back 
door' access to Americans' com­
munications by requiring a comt 
order" for a search of their com­
munications." 

In regard to Section 702, the bill 
would prohibit "reverse targeting" 
of Americans. This means that the 
NS.A can't target a foreign commu­
nications (such as the cell phone of 
Chancellor Angela Merkel) in or­
der to spy on Americans. 

The bill is sorely needed. The 
NS.A has clearly rnn amok, and has 
clearly violated the privacy of mil­
lions of Americans and foreigners. 
It's also unclear that all the snoop­
ing has yielded much. CIA director 
James Clapper originally claimed 
that the NS.A program has thwait­
ed more than 50 te1rnrist attacks. 
A few days ago he changed that 
number to "maybe two." No de­
tails, however, were fo1thcoming. 
It seems to us that this surveillance 
program has not done much except 
em-age Americans and our allies. 

The NS.A documents Edward 
Snowden made available to the 
press detailed that the collection of 
mobile phone data, or metadata -
including numbers called and date, 
time and length of calls - began in 
2006 and matched the NS.A's col­
lection of land line telephone data. 
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According to the previously top 
secret NS.A cache the NS.A col­
lected more than 70 million French 
phone records in a one-month pe­
riod late last year and early this 
year and intercepted more than 60 
million phone calls in Spain during 
the saine time frame. The Gennans 
didn't make out much better. 

Clapper and Alexander are now 
hying to spin this collection. "This 
is not infonnation that we collected 
on European citizens," Alexander 
told the House Intelligence Com­
mittee this week. "It represents in­
fo1mation that we and our NATO 
allies have collected in defense 
of our countries and in support of 
military operations." This doesn't 
sound like much of a denial. 

Indeed, the U.S. has not denied 
that since 2006 it has been col­
lecting communications here and 
abroad, including for years tapping 
the cell phone of Angela Merkel. 
But what Alexander's "clarifica­
tion" does reveal is that in some 
cases the U.S. had some help. On 
Wednesday, the Spanish news­
paper El Mundo repo1ted that the 
widespread surveillance of Span­
ish citizens by the NS.A was done 
in collaboration with Spanish in­
telligence services. 

The U.S. cmrently cooperates 
in gathering "intelligence" with 
various countries on four different 
levels. In the first group ai·e our al­
lies: the UK, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand, dubbed "Five Eyes." 
The second group, of which Spain 
and France are members, includes 
19 countries, all of them European 
with the exception of Japan and 
South Korea. 

We know from the documents 
Snowden released that the U.S. did 
have assistance from a number of 
other countries in collecting meta­
data. But the info1mation from the 
Five Eyes was deemed the most 
trnstwo1thy. According to El Mun­
do the NS.A believed that any co­
operation with countries outside 
this group needed to be carefully 
evaluated. 

We are disappointed that the 
president has not taken the lead 
in reining in the NS.A and CIA. 
We are heartened however that 
Senator Leahy and Representative 
Sensenbrenner are willing to stand 
up to the president and his meny 
band of spies. 

We hope that many other mem­
bers of congress will support the 
USA Freedom Act so that at long 
last the Patriot Act can be de­
fanged. 
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Letter to the Editors 
/' 

I. 
Entergy's Uncertainty Threatens Public Safety 

Entergy, the corporation that 
owns the troubled Vennont Yankee, 
Fitzpatrick and Pilgrim nuclear re­
actors is cutting its workforce, fail­
ing to ii1vest in key equipment, and 
showiI1g iI1creasiI1g ii1decision about 
keeping its reactors rnnning. 

Entergy's unce1taiI1ty creates a 
unique safety hazard, and nuclear 
watchdogs have asked the Nuclear 
Regulato1y Commission to expand 
an investigation iI1to how the plants' 
economic problems iinpact public 
safety. 

The request is a supplement to a 
petition previously accepted for in­
vestigation by the NRC which was 
submitted by Citizens Awareness 
Network, Ve1mont Citizens Ac­
tion Network, Alliance for a Green 
Economy, and Pilgriin Watch. 

The NRC agreed on August 7 to 
investigate Entergy for compliance 
with the financial qualifications 
regulation at the three reactors. The 
supplement asks NRC to expand 
the scope of the investigation to 
look deeper into the ways Entergy's 
decision-making at the plants re­
garding staffing levels, equipment 
maintenance, and safety upgrades 
is affected by economic distress at 
the plants. 

Entergy's decision and informa­
tion released in its public statements 
confirm it is operating Vermont Yan­
kee and Fitzpatrick iii violation of 
financial qualifications regulations. 

This development also reiilforces 
the need to investigate Entergy's fi­
nancial qualifications to operate Pil­
grim. The groups focused on pro­
jected financial losses at all three 
plants; it asked the NRC to e11force 

its financial qualifications regula­
tions, which require companies to 
generate enough money to maintain 
a nuclear reactor. Enforcement ac­
tion is necessaiy because: 

I. Entergy's VY closure an­
nouncement and subsequent state­
ments confum that Entergy is not 
financially qualified to operate VY 
and Fitzpatrick, and possibly Pil­
grim; it indicates that the fu1ancial 
conditions under which the corpo­
ration is operating the reactors ai·e 
worse than projected by UBS. 

2. Entergy's intention to contiime 
operatiI1g VY for more than a year 
is unprecedented and poses new 
and un-reviewed risks to the public 
health and safety. 

3. The succession of company­
wide layoffs and the closure of VY 
may have a chilling effect on the 
workforce at all three reactors, pre­
senting an increased risk of cross­
cutting human pe1fo1mance and 
quality assurance and quality con­
trol programs (QAQC) issues. 

Entergy annom1ced in August 
that it would shut Vermont Yan­
kee because it expected to sustain 
significant losses iii operating the 
troubled reactor. That August 27 
annom1cement sparked renewed 
speculation that the Fitzpatrick or 
Pilgrim reactors could be next. It 
also raised serious concerns about 
Entergy's continuii1g to operate Ver­
mont Yankee for over 14 months. 
Entergy's decision is m1precedented 
and raises serious safety concerns. 

The eventuality of Entergy oper­
atiI1g a financially distressed reactor 
for such an extended period of time 
after a closure announcement poses 

unprecedented threats to the pub­
lic health and safety and must not 
be permitted. Entergy's decision is 
most likely based on its short-te1m 
financial interests rather than op­
erational logistics. ''This decision 
plainly puts profits and investor 
confidence ahead of the public and 
worker health and safety, despite the 
inherent danger in operating a reac­
tor the licensee now has no long­
term interest in maii1taining," said 
Tun Judson, president of Citizens 
Awai·eness Network (CAN). 

Operating a nuclear reactor un­
der financial distress is dangerous 
and illegal, so we ai·e calling on the 
NRC to do its job here and shut this 
reactor down before the cost cuttiI1g 
causes an accident. 

This decision puts plant manag­
ers and staff in the untenable situa­
tion of continuing to operate a reac­
tor for an extended period of time 
in which the parent company liinits 
its investinent iii maintenance. The 
supplement also raises concerns 
that m1ce1tainty at the plants could 
iinpact workers' willingness to re­
po1t proble1ns that could iinpact the 
company fu1ancially. 

We are calling for a "just transi­
tion" for Vem1011t Yankee, Fitzpat­
rick and Pilgrim workers as well as 
the commmlities that they operate 
in. This transition focuses on shut­
ting down the reactors, and then re­
tainii1g as much of the workforce as 
possible for cleanup while fundii1g 
job-creating renewable energy proj­
ects in the county. 

Deb Katz, Executive Directo1; 
Citizens Awareness Network 

Congrats to Adams Scholars 
Congratulations to the 16 TFHS 

students receiving a John and Abi­
gail Adams scholarship! (Montague 
Reporter, October 24). 

The good news is that it provides 
free tuition for 8 semesters at any 
public college or university. 

What many people don't real­
ize is that iii Massachusetts, tuition 
covers only a ve1y small pait of the 
cost of attendii1g college. So, for 
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example, at UMass this yeai·, tuition 
is $1,714 and mandato1y fees ai·e 
$11,544. Room and boai·d is on top 
of that- another $10,439. 

No other state has such a bizall'e 
distribution of tuition and fees, and 
it comes as a great shock to many 
scholai·ship wiimers. 

The legislature has established 
a Funding Collllnission to consider 
different ways of fu1ancii1g public 

·-- ----

higher education. 
The biggest need is greater state 

suppo1t for GCC, UMass, and 
the other public colleges, but this 
strange situation the scholarship 
wUU1ers find themselves in is cleai·­
ly one of the other things that needs 
fixing. 

---
Ferd Wulkan 
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lOCAl BRIEFS 
Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Franklin County Tech 
Eagles football team closed out 
their regular season with a 36-0 win 
over Dean Tech on Saturday, Oct 
26. Kyle Laffey had 22 can-ies for 
214 yards and 3 TDs and now has 
1,044 mshing yards and 15 rushing 
TDs this season. Laffey also has a 
TD reception and has thrown a TD 
pass. Ethan Wickline threw a 32 
yard TD pass to Dale Daignault, and 
Zaviere Washington had 52 yard 
interception return for a TD. Drew 
Stebbins, Zaviere Washington, Jake 
Brooks, and Ethan Wickline all 
intercepted passes in the winning 
effort. 

The win clinches a playoff berth 
in the Division 6 playoffs for the 
Eagles. There is still one more week 
of regular season games to be played 
to determine the seeding, location, 
and opponent, but the game will be 
on the weekend of November 8 or 
9. The other 3 teams that have also 
clinched a berth with the seeding to 
be determined are Mccann Tech, 
Mohawk, and Turners Falls. The 
Eagles are 6-2 overall and 6-1 in 
league play. A win over Pioneer on 
Thanksgiving will clinch a league 
title. 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

Greenfield Savings Bank in 
Turners Falls is excited to present 
their own local version of a horse 
whisperer. Colleen Campbell will 
bring her skills, knowledge and 
expertise to this presentation on 
Saturday, November 2 from 10 to 
II :30 a.m. Campbell has a degree 
in Equine Studies from UMass, 
attained an instructor certification 
and participated with the UMass 
equestr-ian team. While she learned 
a natural horsemanship method of 
training and riding from Joe Delano, 
she has now developed her own 
style focusing on balance, centered 
riding and Horseback Yoga, to 
name a few. Ms. Campbell will 
highlight her particular program 
as well as entertain questions from 
those attending. You do not need 
to own a horse to participate in this 
program or any of Ms. Campbell's 
private sessions. Seating is limited 
so please call 863-4316 to reserve 
a seat. 

The Petersham Curling Club, 
one of only four in Massachusetts, 
is holding an "Open House for 
Spectators" on Saturday, November 
2, from 6 to 10 p.m. so you can get 
a taste of what the Olympic sport 
of curling is all about! The public 
is invited to come spend an evening 

NOTES FROM THE GMRSD COMMITTEE 

Goals and Evaluations Set 
By PATRICIA PRUITT 

The October 22 meeting of the 
school committee began with the 
happy task of recognizing and con­
gratulating the 16 recipients of the 
John and Abigail Adams Scholar­
ship award. Many of the recipients 
did not attend due to participation 
in var-ious sports practices and/or 
games. But those who did attend 
were accomparlied by their par·ents. 
Enthusiastic and proud congratu­
lations were exchar1ged between 
members of the school coilllnittee, 
Superintendent Sullivar1, and the 
students arid their parents. 

Superintendent Sullivar1, in his 
report, spoke of attending the bi­
annual meeting of the Frailklin 
County Communities that Care 
Coalition where he learned of the 
"impressive collaboration" among 
the county's human service and so­
cial support organizations. 

He was also pleased that one of 
the presenting groups at that meet­
ing was none other than the "Plants 
to Plate Project" wllich involves 
students of all ages in our schools 
in the growing of vegetables. The 
foods grown are consumed in the 
school cafeter-ias. Clu-istine Bates 
(after school coordinator), Jim 
Loynd (food service director) and 
Robin Hanmgton (high school sci­
ence teacher) made the presenta­
tion. 

Sullivar1 also reported on his 
meetings with central office adnlin­
istrators and pr-incipals to set goals 
and evaluation expectations for the 
year·. Goals arid evaluation ar·eas 
of emphasis are to be well aligned 
with the Accelerated Improvement 
Plar1 (AIP) arid include the follow­
ing ar·eas: standru·ds-based lesson 
and mlit plans; student engagement; 
critical tllirlking; differentiating in-

ENERGY from page A 1 

Another issue of concern for 
many people was the status of rent­
al properties. There was a pervasive 
feeling that landlords had no incen­
tive to invest in energy conservation 
efforts such as insulation. Monetary 
or tax incentives for landlords to in­
stall solar and insulation was also a 
coilllnon goal for many people. 

After the collective brainstorm, 
people were reassembled into a 
large group, and the highlights of 
each group were shared. Many of 

struction; creating safe and caring 
classroom environments; tl1e use of 
assessment data to inform instmc­
tion; creating systems of support 
for low achieving students; profes­
sional collaboration; effective com­
munication witl1 parents. 

Wth respect to his own evalu­
ation, Sullivan arid the School 
coilllnittee were meeting with Deb 
Moiles of DESE to establish llis 
evaluation goals for the year· on 
October 29. 

In other news Sullivan reported 
tl1at the administrative team has 
been reviewing "in depth" MCAS 
scores from last sprmg as well as 
NWEA MAPS (Measures of Aca­
demic Progress) or tests of student 
achievement and growth in Math 
and English Language Achieve­
ment (ELA) given each fall, nlid­
year and at the end of year· in grades 
K-10. There will be a presentation 
of the findings at the November 12 
meeting. 

The school committee then 
tangled with five resolutions from 
tl1e Massachusetts Association of 
School Coilllllittees (MASC) for 
which the MASC was seeking sup­
port of the GMRSD school coilllllit­
tee. When these resolutions were 
iilitially presented in 2012, Gill 
Montague did not vote on them. 

There was willingness to vote 
on them tllis time, but Gill mem­
ber Sandy Brown said she couldn't 
support one of the resolutions 
which sought to appoii1t elected 
public school comrnittee members 
to boar·ds of charter schools. Af­
ter some help from Robin Hrunlin 
who realized that the charter school 
resolution actually was the 6th item 
on the list and could be voted sepa­
rately, the school committee voted 
tl1at one down and passed the 2012 
slate of resolutions unarlimously. 

the loftier goals of the groups were 
highlighted, such as: decentr·alized 
production of energy, severe reduc­
tion in car use, and a massive edu­
cation campaign - all well received 
by the crowd. 

This meeting will be followed 
by a third meeting--yet to be sched­
uled--in December, where consul­
tants on a var·iety of green energy 
and sustainability topics will be 
present. Those interested can con­
tact Chad Laurent at ( 617) 209-
1986. u 
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watching live curling matches as the 
men and women of the mixed league 
play their regular games starting at 
6:30 pm. and 8:15 pm. 

Club members will be on hand 
to teach you the basics of the sport 
from behind the glass in the "warm 
room". Light refreshments will be 
served and there is a cash bar. Come 
try curling, make some new friends 
and watch the winter fly by. The 
Club is located at 150 North Main 
Street (Rte 32) in Petersham, and is 
only minutes off of Exit 17 of Rte 2. 
For more information, go to w1vw. 
petershamcurling.org or call (978) 
724-3210. 

Cider Days is a coilllllmlity 
event celebrating all things apples in 
Franklin County for 19 years. There 
will be two days (November 2 and 
3) of orchard tours, cidermaking 
and tastings, workshops and much 
more. This is for all who love 
apples, fresh or hard cider, apple 
cuisine, apple orchar·ds or just being 
in New England in the fall. There is 
a charge for some events, but there 
is no admission for many of the 
activities at local orchards or for the 
workshops or Marketplace at the 
Shelburne Buckland Coilllllunity 
Center in Shelburne Falls, from I 0 
a.m. to 5 p m. on Saturday. Check the 
CiderDays website, ,vww.ciderdays. 
org, for a complete schedule. 

The American Red Cross 
will be holding a blood drive in 
collaboration with the Greenfield 
Coillllllllllty College Nursing 
Program on Wednesday, November 
6, from noon to 5 p m. at the 
Main Campus, East Building. 
Appointments and walk-ins are 

Madison Seeks 
Sidewalk Permit 

Reinstatement 
By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUCANNO 

TURNERS FALLS - Rodney 
Madison, owner of Madison on the 
Avenue, is heading to the Montague 
selectboard on Monday, November 
4 to present his case for the rein­
statement ofllis sidewalk permit that 
was revoked on October 17 due to 
his failure to buy liability insurance 
by October IO. 

Madison has now purchased one 
rnillion dollars worth of insurance, 
and felt "optimistic" that the select­
boar·d would reinstate the sidewalk 
pernlit they had or-iginally granted 
him on October I. "I've complied 
fully," said Madison. "I removed ev­
erything from the plar1ter and from 
the sidewalks as they asked me to 
do. And I bought the necessary in­
sm-ance." 

He said that with the purchase of 
insurance he felt he should be able 
again to display a few items on the 
sidewalk near· llis building. "I al-

welcome. For information, 413-
775-1763, zamojskim@gcc.mass. 
edu or www.redcross.org. 

On Fr-iday, November 8, 
Strawberry Aftemoon will perform 
at the Great Falls Coffeehouse at 7 
p m. Strawbeny Afternoon explores 
classic folk, rock and blues and 
playfully puts their own spin on the 
songs they play. 

The coffeehouse takes place 
in the hist011c Great Hall of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center at 2 
Avenue A, in downtown Turners 
Falls. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Coffee and homemade baked 
goods are available. The musemn 
and museum store ar·e open dm-ing 
interm1ss1011. Suggested sliding 
scale donation $6 to $12, free 
for children. Donations help the 
Friends of the Discovery Center 
provide free nature programming 
for the public. The Discovery 
Center is wheelchair accessible. For 
more information, please call the 
Discovery Center at 863-3221 or 
see greatfallsdiscoverycenter. org. 

Our Lady of Peace Women's 
Group will be having their annual 
Dove of Peace Christmas Bazaar 
on Saturday, November 9, from 8 
a.m. to 2 p m. at Our Lady of Peace 
Church, 90 Seventh Str·eet, Tmners 
Falls. There will be handmade 
crafts, a multi-raffle table, baked 
goods, homemade apple pies and 
meat pies, attic treasures, a children's 
room, Christmas ornaments and 
much, much more. Lunch will be 
available at the Clu-istmas Cookie 
Cafe. 

A free support group, "Living 
Fully, Aging Gracefully, 

ways understood why [the town] 
war1ted me to have insurance. I just 
hadn't been able to get it [the insur­
ance] by the date [ they had specified] 
and I couldn't get an extension." He 
said being able to have interesting 
outdoor displays contr-ibuted to his 
presence on the avenue and helped 
with sales. 

On October 21, the Montague se­
lectboar·d voted to ratify a decision 
made several days ear-lier by boar·d 
chair Mark Fairbrother to revoke the 
license that had allowed Madison to 
place "a sign or an object in the r-ight 
of way." 

Madison has also asked the se­
lectboar·d for pennission to place 
some objects in the planter in front 
of the store. He said that he had not 
yet been invited to meet with the 
streetscape coilllllittee who has been 
given jm-isdiction over the planters. 
He has also asked the selectboard to 
reword the policies governing ob­
jects placed in the planters. He said 
he was hoping to once again create 
"a whiinsical gar·den" in front of his 
shop and was still very eager to meet 
with the streetscape committee. In 
this regar·d, he noted that several 
other plar1ters have an object or two 
inserted among the flowers. 

SOUP a GAMES N 
AT HOPE f!I OLIYE 

44 Rope Street, Greenfield 
Monday, November 4 

s to 7::Jo p.m. 
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Befriending Death" meets every 
other Monday, 6:30 to 9 pm, 
in South Deerfield at the Senior 
Center, 67 N01th Main Street. 
There is a guided discussion plus 
shared poetry, prose and song. New 
participants ar·e welcome to attend 
regularly or occasionally. For more 
info call John at (413) 325-4533, or 
johnpberk@gmail.com. 

The Memorial Hall Theater 
continues its season of live 
broadcasts from the Metropolitan 
Opera on Saturday, November 9 
at 12:55 pm. with a presentation 
of Puccini's TOSCA. Puccini's 
timeless verismo score is well 
served by an exceptional cast, led 
by Patr·icia Racette in the title role 
of the jealous diva, opposite Roberto 
Alagna as her lover, Cavar·adossi. 
George Gagnidze is the villainous 
Scarpia. 

Tickets are $22 for adults and 
$11 for students and ar·e available 
at Mocha Maya's and Boswell's 
Books in Shelburne Falls and World 
Eye Books in Greenfield, as well as 
at the door. The theater is located at 
51 Bridge Str·eet in Shelburne Falls. 
For more info, call (413) 625-3052. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

FREE Introduction 
to Zen Practice 

Sunday, November 1 0 
1 to 2:30 p.m. 

Montague Retreat Center 

l 77 Ripley Road, Montague 
www. g reennverzen. org 

%na's 

li££k, 
& Unnecessariums 

1250 Avenue A, Turners Foils 
413.834.8800 ninosnook.com 

weds 4-6 
1hurs 4-6 
fri & sat 7-6 

art . craft . design . 

cfCtJw GtJDrPin 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
7 days a week 

Route 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

G.?ir.ENFIELD 
t~ »ii\\S CO~PERATl~E EXCHANGE 

(locally Owned Since ffij:) 
269 High Street - Greentiel 

(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 
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The Montague 
Congregational Church 
Roast Pork 

Supper 
Saturday Nov. 3rd 

5:30 PM 
Roast Pork, Gravy, Mashed 

Potatoes, Butternut Squash, 
Applesauce, Breads, 

Beverages, Strawberry Cake 
Adults: $10.00 

Children under 10: $5.00 
Reservations: ( 413) 863-2398 

Walk-ins welcome! Call for takeout 
(must pre-order). 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

117 

now located at 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

JAKE"S TA VERN 

66 AVENUE A 
TURNERS FALLS 

FALL MADNESS 
TUES: $2 OFF ANY 

WRAP W/FRIES 

WEDS: $2 OFF ANY 
BURGER W/FRIES 

THURS: $2 OFF 
HADDOCK SANDWICHES 

KITCHEN OPEN: 
MON THRU SAT 11-9 

SUN 12-8 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\llcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & &RAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Wonkka Reluctant to Use Mediator 

By KATIE NOLAN 

Selectboard member Margaret 
Sullivan and town administrator 
Tom Sharp agreed to meet with 
fire chief Philip Wonkka to discuss 
Wonkka 's reluctance to use the 
services of mediator Sophie Parker. 
Parker was hired by the town in 
August to work on communication 
within the fire department after the 
issue of the fire chief appointment 
became divisive in the depattment 
and in the town. Selectboat·d 
chair Andrew Goodwin observed 
that there was a lot of suppo1t 
for the mediation process among 
townspeople and on the board. 

Police chief Christopher Blair 
provided the boat·d with a table 
showing officer wage schedules 
for the towns of Erving, Montague, 
Orange, Gill, and Deerfield. Blair 
said that Erving needed to maintain 
a competitive wage scale in order 
to retain seasoned officers. He said 
that it costs Erving money to train 
the officers, who then may decide 
to move on to another better-paying 
depa1tment. 

Sullivan said, "We have a fine 
depa1tment now ... it's much easier 
to keep the people you have" rather 
than dealing with depattment 
turnover. Goodwin told Blair he 
suppo1ts the idea of competitive 
wages for the Erving depattment, 
but that Blair would need to provide 
additional infonnation to "tell the 
sto1y" and promote acceptance of 
wage increases at the annual town 
meeting. 

Blair, Wonkka, water/ 
wastewater/highway director 
Paul Prest and water depattment 
director Peter Sanders discussed 
the change to a merit-based raise 
system for FY' 15 with the board. 
Under this system, wages for all 
town employees would increase by 
a fixed COLA, as dete1mined by the 
selectboard, and each depattment 
head would dete1minehowto assign 
a separate merit-based "raise pool" 
among depa1tment employees. The 
depa1tment heads were assured 
that they would receive COLA and 
merit pool inf01mation in time for 
them to prepare fiscal year 2015 
(FY'l5) budgets. 

School committee chair Jarod 
Boissonneault and Union 28 
superintendent Robe1t Mahler told 
the board that the school year had 
sta1ted well at Erving Elementaiy 
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junior in high school. "She's now in 
graduate school, and still there." 

Even with such a dedicated crew, 
Brody still had major responsibili­
ties. "Running a restaurant means 
that you're there nights and week­
ends and holidays. When most peo­
ple at·e enjoying themselves, you're 
at your busiest, working to help 
them enjoy themselves." 

He said that his wife, Joalllla 
Frankel, often refen-ed to The Night 
Kitchen as "his mistress." When he 
opened the restaurant he didn't have 

School. Boissonneault told the 
selectboard that EES had made 
some "thoughtful" security changes 
and that the emergency calling 
system had been tested. Mahler 
said that the school was waiting 
until the newest version of the iPad 
is lam1ched before spending the 
money approved by the town, so 
that the school wouldn't be "stuck 
with the old iPad." 

Asked by Goodwin about the 
FY' 15 tirneline, Boissonneault 
said that the school committee 
would have a first draft of its FY' 15 
budget ready by mid-December but 
that it would be "very prelimina1y" 
at that point. He said the committee 
would identify the "drivers" -
individual items with the greatest 
effect on the total budget. 

Ralph Cutter of ERSECO 
and Jeff Collingwood of Stantec 
Consulting Services told the boat·d 
that they had recently toured the 
closed Erving Paper Sludge Landfill 
on Route 2 with Larry Hanson 
of Massachusetts Depa1tment of 
Environmental Protection. 

Cuttersaidtliatrepairsareneeded 
to prevent water from puddling in 
the ditch around the landfill's cap. 
ERSECO manages the landfill's 
maintenance, but because the town 
owns the land where the landfill 
sits, the selectboard needs to sign 
the application to MassDEP to sta1t 
the work. The selectboard agreed 
to sign the application. 

Alan Singer, Franklin County 
Community Development 
Corporation lending director, told 
the board that the CDC has hired 
a business development specialist 
to work with small businesses. 
He said that Ten Town Tmst Fund 
money is available for sta1tups 
and small businesses that want to 
expand in Ashfield, Bernardston, 
Chat-lemont, Erving, Gill, Hawley, 
N01thfield, Watwick, Wendell, and 
Whately. 

After an misuccessful seat-cl1 for 
a copy of the legal notice tliat set 
the time for opening of bids to buy 
a used town truck, tl1e selectboat·d 
relied on memo1y and opened the 
only bid received after 7:30 pm. 
The successful bid was for $8,000 
from a bidder from Sandwich. 

Christopher Stacy info1med 
the selectboard that he will be 
resigning as tree warden as of 
Mat-ell 1, 2014. 

a family. He does now and feels that 
his priorities have accordingly shift­
ed. "I always have lots of pots on the 
stove. I'm looking fo1wat·d to reduc­
ing the nmnber of pots." 

Another reason he decided to 
close was that his lease was up. "I 
realized the [landlord-tenant] re­
lationship wasn't going to change, 
and I didn't want to keep hitting my 
head against the same wall. I knew 
from day one that I was a caretaker 
for the space. 

"I had a great sense of ownership, 
but I knew that it wasn't really mine. 
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NOTES FROMTHEWENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Access Committee Members Appointed 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The Wendell selectboat·d con­
tinued its summer string of short 
meetings through October by fin­
ishing the business of the October 
23 meeting and adjomning before 8 
p.m. The outside was already dark 
and cool. With daylight growing 
sho1ter eve1y day, fall nights at·e 
growing long. 

Board members first signed ap­
pointment slips for three of the four 
people who put their names fo1ward 
to join the town's new access com­
mittee, created by the September 25 
special town meeting. Since the first 
appointments require varying te1ms 
to maintain a continuous committee, 
and since applicants had not speci­
fied how long they were willing to 
serve for, boat·d members arbitrarily 
appointed Shat·on Wachsler and Gail 
Mason for three-yeat· te1ms, and 
Chris Fontaine for a two-yeat· te1m. 
The committee was created for five 
members, so for a quonun to exist, 
all three appointed members must 
be at a meeting. 

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich 
said that the mail distribution box in 
the hall outside the selectboat·d of­
fice has no more room for the new 
committee's mail. 

Dog officer Maggie Houghton 
repo1ted that the number of unli­
censed dogs is down but there at·e 
still seven unlicensed dogs in town. 
One dog is old and had a bad reac­
tion the last time he was vaccinated, 
and his owner wants to avoid that. 
With a letter from the vet, he can 
be licensed. Another few at·e in the 
process of getting the vaccine and 
the license. 

Selectboat·d member Jeoffrey 
Pooser said that people he had left 
messages with after the October 9 
meeting had not returned his call. 
He speculated about whether they 
were getting at·ound to it or not. The 
late fee may be waived but the li­
cense fee may not. Board members 
will make another round of tele­
phone calls. 

As the board members were 
signing to approve payment of bills 
the town has accumulated in the 
past two weeks, they acknowledged 
Anne Diemand's resignation from 
the town succession committee. 

Aldrich said that Pat Smith of 
the FRCOG will help the town in 
the process of joining the Nation-

It's hard to let go, but change is good 
for the Mill and for myself." 

He said he had heat·d that own­
ers Mat·k and Wendy Beaubien are 
in talks with a new tenant for the 
space. 

As for his future plans, Brody 
said that he first intends "to take a 
nice nap." 

"I'm really looking forward to 
not having my nights and weekends 
always spoken for. I plan to enjoy 
my family, and living here in the 
Valley." He remarked that before he 
had come to Montague he had never 

al Floodplain Insurance Program 
(NFIP), as approved by the Sep­
tember town meeting. The town's 
conse1vation commission will be in 
chat·ge after the state attorney gen­
eral approves the wat1·ant articles 
approved at the town meeting. 

Aldrich summarized a letter 
from town council about the park­
ing easement that was granted at the 
town meeting for the first house east 
of the town office building lot. In 
the letter, David Doneski said there 
should be a drawing showing the 
size of the easement, and a specific 
number of cars it will fit. Assessor 
Stephen Broll, who is also a mem­
ber of the land bust that owns the 
land on which the house sits, said 
he remembered from discussions 
that the easement allowed two cars. 
Aldrich found the files from earlier 
discussions of the easement, and 
found the drawing, and specifica­
tion of parking for two cars. 

Town clerk Gretchen Smith sug­
gested a handbook for new town 
employees and board members, 
and she offered as an example one 
from the town of Lenox. Select­
boat·d member Dan Keller said that 
Lenox's handbook was a little thick, 
and maybe over the top for Wendell, 
but it had some good points. Aldrich 
and Smith will work on creating a 
handbook more appropriate for 
Wendell. 

Aldrich said that Mass Audubon 
has not yet returned her calls about 
continuing the campership program 
and teaching at Swift River School 
that Mass Audubon sta1ted in order 
to give Wendell something of value 
for all the tax -free land they own in 
the town. She will keep hying. 

Fo1mer selectboard member Ted 
Lewis went to represent Wendell at a 
regulat· meeting of the towns within 
the FRCOG. At that meeting some­
one suggested having 6 meetings a 
yeat·, up from 4, but Lewis obse1ved 
that even with 4 meetings, not eve1y 
town had sent a representative. His 
observation caITied the day, and the 
FRCOG stayed with four meetings 
a year. 

Lewis has ti·aditionally gone to 
the Veteran's day obse1vation at 
Mahar high school, and Keller said 
he would see if Lewis would repre­
sent Wendell this year. 

Selectboat·d Chair Christine 
Heard signed to approve funding of 
$4,250 for the Cultural Com1cil. 

lived more than two yeat·s in one 
place. "It's now been more than ten, 
and finally I can now fully be here." 

He also said that he still has 
"plenty of gas left in the tank," and 
is interested in seeing what other op­
po1tunities come his way. 

For the last yeat· and a half Brody 
has also been working managing 
food se1vices at N01thfield Mount 
Hennon. He says he'll stay tl1ere 
until he finds something as "mean­
ingful and interesting" as The Night 

Kitchen has been. He's 1•■.., 
sure that he will. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SELL & TRADE 

, * 
TE choir and table rentals 

Tammy Young 
owner 

1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293 
Teyoung0201@verizon.net 

"We Rent nice quality Tables ~ 
& Chairs tor any OccasionN ~ 

11 Paradise Parkway, Turners Falls Mass 01376 ~ J 

Summer hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun, 10-8 

g<>OKMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd~St 
Montague, MA 01.., 

::..... 
;;;:; - , 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Creen{itld • 413-774,3500 • greenfleld@!opyrotprint1hop.com 

Good E)irt f ottea:y 
Studio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ~-;67-0155 

www.gooddirtpottcr_y.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

"No Good Deed 
Goes Unpunished" 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

The October 28, 2013 Mon­
tague selectboard meeting could 
not be described as "sho1t and 
sweet." Issues before the board in­
cluded regional transpo1tation and 
marijuana dispensaries (see stories, 
page A 1 ), sewer pumping stations, 
lighting in downtown Turners 
Falls, and a "bioengineered" solu­
tion to the problems of the Saw­
mill River. A fine time was had by 
all local government enthusiasts in 
attendance. 

The selectboard spent a good 
deal of time listening to a presen­
tation by the Superintendent of the 
Water Pollution Control Facility, 
Bob Trombley. Trombley had re­
cently received the annual "inspec­
tion lette1~' from the state Depa1t­
ment of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), and was not pa1ticularly 
happy. 

Neither was Town Administra­
tor Frank Abbondanzio, who com­
mented that "no good deed goes 
unpm1ished." 

Montague, it seems, has eight 
pumping stations in the town 
sewer system. Massachusetts law 
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police chief and the chair of the 
Planning Board, Ron Sicard, the 
selectboard approved a motion to 
suppo1t the location of the business 
in Montague. 

Selectboard member Mike 
Nelson, who made the motion, was 
assmed that this did not preclude 
suppo1t for another medical 
marijuana business seeking to locate 
in Montague. 

On October 22, the Montague 
Planning Board approved new 
zoning bylaws regulating where a 
registered marijuana facility could 
be located. Dispensaries are not 
pemlitted in any residential area, 
and will only be approved once the 
ZBA issues the business a special 
pemlit following a site plan review. 

The new bylaws state that "A 
Registered Marijuana Dispensaiy 
refers to the site(s) of dispensing, 
cultivation, and preparation of 

The Millers River Watershed 
Council invites friends, members 
and the public to its Allllual Meet­
ing, Thursday 
November 7 
at 7 p.m. at 
the Millers 
River Envi­
ronmental 
Center, 100 
Main Street 
in Athol. 

Tllis year's 
featured pre­
senter will be 
Sean Ashcraft 
of Peak Expeditions, the outdoor 
adventure firm that has operated 
the Orange Commmlity Boathouse 

requires that these be inspected 
daily, but the Montague WPCF 
only inspects them three times a 
week. The DEP has been aware 
of this but has never enforced the 
state regulations. 

The recent inspection letter re­
quires that the town now confo1m 
to the law, meaning an increase of 
four inspections a week. Trombley 
is already contemplating a staff in­
crease, pa1tly to comply with state 
requirements, and this nlight mean 
yet another person. 

Trombley stated that state action 
was not a product of recent prob­
lems at the pumping stations. The 
DEP simply believed that "now is 
the time." 

Abbondanzio clearly felt that 
now was not the time, pa1ticulai'ly 
since the town had just completed 
a very expensive sewer upgrade, 
the Combined Sewer Overflow 
Project, that went "above and be­
yond" the requirements of state 
and federal law. 

Trombley outlined different po­
tential options to solve the prob­
lem, including hiring another full­
time employee and upgrading the 
monitoring system. Given the oth-

marijuana. RMD's may be allowed 
by special pemlit and site plan 
review from the Boai·d of Appeals. 

"The special pe1mit may be 
limited to the cmTent applicant 
and to lapse if the pe1mit holder 
ceases operating the RMD or 
upon expiration or ternlination of 
the applicant's registration with 
the Massachusetts Depa1tment 
of Public Health; the Board shall 
consider the design of buildings, 
setbacks, visual impacts, lighting, 
security issues, traffic circulation, 
and consistency with current and 
abutting land uses; the Board may 
require additional conditions and 
set standards for perfo1mance and 
maintenance upon finding that such 
action is reasonably necessaiy to 
meet the purpose and intent of the 
Zoning Bylaws." 

The bylaws ai·e not yet in effect, 

as they still have to be I~ 
approved by town meeting. ~ 

since 2012. 
In addition to serving as Peak's 

Domestic Operations Director, 

future plans. 

Ashcraft has 
led, and co­
led, dozens of 
international 
adventure 
trips. 

He will 
shai·e high-
lights of the 
past year's 
adventures, as 
well as current 
goings-on and 

Light refreshments will be pro­
vided. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

er recent sewer system problems, 
pa1ticularly the expensive repair 
project at the industrial park and 
Millers Falls Road, the potential 
impact of the inspection letter on 
the WPCF budget, and thus sewer 
rates, was a major concern. 

Trombley also discussed a 
number of other issues raised in 
the letter including other staffing 
concerns and an evaluation of the 
composting process being devel­
oped at the plant. The WPCF has 
30 days to respond to the letter. 

Town Planner Walter Ramsey 
brought several issues before the 
boai·d. These included the effort 
to comply with a consent order to 
stabilize the bank of the Sawnlill 
River at the South Street Bridge. 

The town has attempted to re­
store the bank, but until recently 
has been prollibited from entering 
the area by a landowner. 

Ramsey reported that tllis prob­
lem has been resolved, and bank 
restoration will begin this fall. For 
the long te1m, Ramsey proposed 
that the town use the remainder of 
a recent grant to design a "bioengi­
neered" solution to the problem. 

This would presumably use 
natural materials to influence 
the course of the river. A similai· 
project has been completed at the 
southeastern po1tion of the Saw­
mill near Route 63. 

Next Ramsey proposed that 

TRANSIT from pg A 1 
for "greater efficiencies," but also 
noted that under the proposed plan 
those in Montague will have even 
more se1vice between their town 
and Greenfield and between Tmn­
ers Falls and Orange. 

Indeed, the new plan calls for 13 
buses a day between Turners Falls 
and Orange, and 16 buses a day be­
tween Turners and Greenfield. "We 
hope to se1ve people in a better 
way," she said. 

Ramsey questioned 
the need for 13 

daily trips to 
Orange, noting 
that the largest 
employer in the 

area is UMass. 

Cote said that the proposal will 
be distributed to the FRTA adviso1y 
boai·d with a vote likely coming in 
early December. If approved, the 
new service will go into effect after 
the first of the year. 

The selectboard and other town 
officials couldn't quite see how this 
new service would actually be of 
any benefit to those in Montague 
wanting to get to Amherst. 

Town administrator Frank Ab­
bondanzio noted that people will 
not want to travel to Greenfield and 
South Deerfield to get to Amherst. 
Selectman Michael Nelson noted 
that there likely will be new riders 
for the line if and when the fo1mer 
Montague Center School building 
becomes apaitments. He urged the 
FRTA to postpone its decision to 
eliminate the route m1til next year. 

$12,156 from program income be 
used to fund the "streetscape en­
hancement project" in downtown 
Turners Falls. 

The project includes a light­
ing upgrade and the creation of a 
small plaza at the comer of Avenue 
A and Third Street. These projects 
were also discussed at a recent 
Community Development Block 
Grant hearing. 

This request led to discussion 
of potential uses for lights being 
replaced, including one suggestion 
that they be used to light the Bridge 
of Names in Lake Pleasant. 

The future of the cmTent youth 
sculpture park on Canal Street, 
which was originally intended 
to be a parking lot, was also dis­
cussed, because the streetscape 
project would reduce pai·king 
spaces. Ramsey's request was put 
on hold pending research on grant 
criteria. 

In other action the Selectboard 
approved an "off prenlise all al­
cohol liquor license" for Carroll's 
Market in Millers Falls. 

Noting a bar and a brewe1y in 
the same small area, Millers resi­
dent Jeanne Golrick asked, "How 
much alcohol do you think Mill­
ers can have and still be a viable 
downtown business district?" 

The board, appearing to con­
sider the question a rhetorical one, 
did not respond. 

Chair Mark Fairbrother asked, 
should the FRTA follow through 
with eliminating Route 23, whether 
they would be willing to reopen 
discussion of the line if the Mon­
tague Center School project went 
fo1ward. They answered that they 
would be willing to revisit the ques­
tion then. 

Town Planner Walter Ramsey 
question the need for 13 trips daily 
to Orange, noting that the largest 
employer in the ai·ea was UMass, 
just 12 miles from Montague Cen­
ter. 

Cote, in response, reemphasized 
the need to streamline se1vices and 
make the system more efficient. 

Chair Fairbrother, quite aware 
that there were many Montague 
residents at the meeting wanting to 
speak, began to call on those pres­
ent. Ma1y Melonis, of Montague 
Center, who said she had taken the 
bus to UMass for years, strongly 
urged the FRTA to keep the route. 

Montague Center resident Jeff 
Singleton, who had collected more 
than 150 signatures on a petition to 
keep the route, said that they had 
ignored what those in Montague 
wanted: "You didn't ask Montague. 
Now you're having 'public input' to 
justify what you've already done." 

David Detmold added that it was 
in the interest of all that private 
vehicles be phased out and public 
transpo1tation phased in. 

Selectman Nelson, after listen­
ing to many others in the audience 
express their desire for continuation 
of the se1vice, made a motion that 
the FRTA maintain direct se1vice 
from Montague to Amherst until 

December 31'. 2014. The 1-■.., 
vote was unanlillous. ~ 
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Great Falls Miclclle School 
Students of the Week 
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Gracie 6 
Anthony Peterson 

Gracie 7 
Tyler Noyes 

Lindsey Bourbeau 

Gracie 8 
Hallllah Bogusz 
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Groceries• Videos· Home Baked Goods 
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DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
Fencing - Patios - Walks + 

Walls Installed - Tree Work 
Loam - Compost - Mulch 
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Septic Systems Installed 
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COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
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stands now, few of the cmTent mem­
bers of the force are in town and 
available when calls come in dm­
ing daytime, working homs, as they 
generally have full time jobs outside 
of town. Though Leverett relies on 
mutual aid for fire fighting and con­
tracts with Amherst for ambulance 
service, Amherst's ambulances are 
often busy when the colleges and 
university are in session, and other 
departments - such as Shutesbmy's 
- are facing the same lack of avail­
able daytime responders as Lever­
ett's. 

With all this in mind, Weinthal­
er's committee recommended the 
fo1mation of a pe1manent commit­
tee to supp01t the fire depaitment's 
effo1ts in community outreach and 
education, with a focus on recmit­
ment and retention of firefighters. 
And it also recommended hiring a 

full-time firefighter, to be available 
during the day, and to be trained 
to respond quickly to emergencies 
whether they involve stmctme fires, 
bmsh fires, medical calls, or any of 
the other often ala1mingly complex 
hazards fire depa1tments are rou­
tinely called upon to handle, such 
as toxic spills, train derailments, or 
even, in Leverett's not so distant 
past, such events as plane crashes, 
trapped dogs, and spelmlkers gone 
astray on Rattlesnake Gutter. 

Chief John Momzzi told the 
heai'ing he had applied for a FEMA 
SAFER (staffing for adequate fire 
and emergency response) grant to 
pay for the first two years of a full­
time firefighter's sala1y, which he 
estimated at $72,000 a year. But 
Weinthaler told the crowd her com­
mittee would recommend that town 
meeting hire a fulltimer regai·dless 
of the availability of grant funds. 
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The selectboard backed herup. "If 
the call force collapses," following 
the retirement in the coming years 
of the five most senior members and 
officers, ''we'll be forced to hire a 
fulltime department, and the costs 
for that would be astronomical," 
said board member Peter d'Enico. 
He thought the suppo1t and train­
ing a professional fulltimer could 
provide to call firefighters would be 
indispensable for the depa1tment's 
futme morale and ability to retain 
new volunteers. 

George Drake, a longtime mem­
ber of the capital improvements 
committee, wanted to know whether 
the town should really be consider­
ing hiring two full-time firefighters, 
since it takes at least two trained 
staff to operate the fire engines. But 
Momzzi and Olson said the pres­
ence of at least one trained operator 
at the station would still cut down 

Public Celebrates 
Outgoing Library 
Director Sue 
Sansoucie, 
Welcomes Her 
Successor 
By PATRICIA PRUITT 

on response time in the first c1'iti­
cal minutes of a medical emergency 
or stmcture fire, even if that person 
responded in a smaller vehicle, and 
helped to coordinate response at the 
scene. 

Don Robinson, of Jackson Hill 
Road, called for more integration 
between fire and police and high­
way personnel, within the liinits of 
the law, and said Leverett would 
have to "think outside the box," in 
order to provide emergency services 
m1der the restraints of a small town's 
budget. 

Ann Delano, of the finance com­
mittee, wondered whether more 
regionalization or mutual aid agree­
ments with neighboring towns, such 
as Sm1derland, would help. But Ol­
son said the potential of ''bmning 
out" Leverett's volunteer firefighters 
responding to calls at the crowded 
Sunderland apa1tment complexes 

OCTOBER 31, 2013 

was a factor that needed to be con­
sidered before rushing toward re­
gionalization of fire services. 

Fonner firefighter and finance 
committee member Nancy Gross­
man said recmitment Inight be less 
the issue to focus on than retention 
of trained volunteers, and she said 
"the culture of the depa1tment" 
Inight need to be exrunined in this 
context to ensme new recmits re­
ceive the suppo1t required. 

Momzzi b1'idled at this remark, 
and later another fo1mer firefighter, 
Thom Masterson, backed him up, 
saying, ''They do ru1 excellent job. 
They are pushed to the max. And if 
you believe in kaima, they are either 
paying off an mrimaginable debt," 
or paving their way for a much more 
relaxed reward in the next incarna­
tion of a Leverett firefighter 

-whether as full time pro or -•■.., 
volunteer. II 

TURNERS FALLS - The Carn­
egie Libra1y was filled to bmsting 
last Wednesday, October 23, as 
Montague's libra1y patrons came to 
bid a fond adieu and a waim wel­
come. 

Outgoing library director Sue Sansoucie, and neJV director David Payne. 

This crispy critter was playing around on a transformer 
and caused 2,040 homes in Montague to lose power for 

about an hour and a half on Saturday morning. 

Halloween Monster Contest - Still a chance to win 
Winter Farm Share ($129 value) or one of two $50 gift cards! 

Enter at FarmStand, 504 Turners Falls Road 

See our lovable Creature at 504 Turners Falls Road. 
Get entry form and contest rules at FarmStand 

or enter online at www.redfirefarm.com. 

Past and present Tmstees of the 
libra1y, present and fo1mer select­
men of the town, and town hall staff 
from all depa1tments came, and that 
group known by the moniker "The 
Public" were there to wish Sue San­
Soucie the best and to thank her for 
her service to the library and the 

Nichols Vision 
Now in TurnE>rs Falls 

free, Uno pressure" consultations 
Bring your prescription in today! 

Providers forEYEMED, 
DA VIS VlSION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 

Nichols Vision 
2% Avenue A 

(Beside the United Arc} 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413)863-1000 
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town. Sansoucie was library direc­
tor for 29 yeai·s, a careful yet inno­
vative Director of the libra1'ies. 

Astute at managing in tight 
times, she persevered, and tt'ied 
twice to persuade the Town to build 
a new libra1y or at least renovate 
and expand the cmTent building 
onto adjacent land. Town priorities 
did not perinit a new or renovated 
libraiy to be built. Undaunted, she 
built programs for the public, aided 
and abetted by children's librat'ian 
Linda Hickman. 

As she would say, in hard times, 
people depend most on their local 
librai·ies. She had the stats to back 
up that statement. 

This evening she stood in front 
of the circulation desk (instead of 
behind it) greeting well wishers 
young, old, and in between, gra­
ciously accepting their good wishes, 
stopping occasionally for a photo to 
be taken. 

To the side of the circulation 
desk stood a smiling gentleman who 
sp01ted a barber-pole red and white 

sh'iped tie. I wondered if it was an 
exact replica of the Cat in the Hat's 
tie, but it was impossible to get into 
the clrildren's side of the libra1y, so 
I could only speculate about that. 
In due time it became clear that 
this gentleman was none other than 
David Payne, the New Director of 
Montague Libraries. 

Sansoucie and Payne will work 
together for 10 days or so to assist 
him in the transition to the librai·­
ies. Payne comes from Philadelphia 
where he directed a branch libra1y 
in a large, citywide system. 

Kai·en Latke, chair of the Libra1y 
Board of Tmstees expressed the 
tmstees' enthusiasm for their choice 
of David Payne as next director. 
More photos were taken of the now 
fo1mer director and her successor. 

We already know David Payne 
has a sense of humor and knows 
how to dress for an occasion. 

We wish him years of no overdue 
books, no computer glitches, and 
librai'ies full of pati·ons. Welcome 
from The Montague Reporter. 
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By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS – The 
Turners Falls Football Indi-
ans bounced back from their 
first loss of the season and 
from a 12 nothing deficit, to 
beat Mahar, 19 – 12 on Fri-
day October 25. 

“I think the Easthampton 
game showed that the kids 
can’t let up,” Coach Chris 
Lapointe said before the Ma-
har game. “The loss demon-
strated what it would take to 
win again, and compete with 
some bigger teams. It also 
allowed for us to understand 
that the competition is going 
to become better each and 
every week.”

 As the last home game 
before Turkey Day, the pre-
game announcements were 
a little different. Mr. Rob-
erts introduced each senior 
by name and as their names 
were called, he also intro-
duced their parents. It got the 
crowd clapping and cheering 
early. 

But it was cold. It was so 
cold Friday night that the 
Turners faithful were dressed 
in hats and mittens, huddled 
under blankets and drinking 
lots of hot chocolate and cof-
fee. The steam from people’s 
breaths filled the sky and in 
the crisp, cold air, the sounds 
of boots on metal bleachers 
echoed across the field.

 Turners was in a pre-
carious position going into 
Friday night’s game. After 
the loss in Easthampton and 

without Trent Bourbeau (out 
with a separated shoulder), 
Turners could have just giv-
en up. But they didn’t. 

Even when Turners didn’t 
score on their first posses-
sion, which is a rarity this 
season, they didn’t give up.  
Even with Mahar pounding 
the ball on their first posses-
sion, they didn’t give up.  

They hit hard, made gang 
tackles and pursued the run-
ners. When their offense gave 
up the ball on an intercep-
tion, behind by a touchdown 
and facing first and goal, the 
defense held and forced a 
fourth down from the 1 yard 
line.  

 Late in the first half, with 
Mahar in full control, lead-
ing 12 to zero, the Turners 
defense alertly jumped on a 
loose ball and the momen-
tum swung back to the blue. 
Turners began their drive at 
the Mahar 24 yard line and 

immediately moved the ball 
to the 9.  

With 44.4 seconds left 
in the half, Melvin Moreno 
caught a Malcolm Smith 
pass and the Tribe was on the 
score board. In a replay from 
so many other games this 
season, Turners scored in the 
final minute of the first half.  
They faked the PAT and tried 
for two, but when it failed, 
Turners went into the locker 
room down by six. But their 
heads were held high.

 The third quarter was a 
chess match. Both coaches 
made strategic moves, ad-
justing their defense to the 
various offensive forma-
tions of the other, deciding 
if a player in motion was a 
decoy, and trying to predict 
where on the line the attack 
was coming. 

On the offensive side of 
the ball, the coaches had to 
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the gardener’s companion 

Fall, Indeed

Dear
  Clio,

TURNERS BOUNCES BACK, MOVES TO 6–1

Alex Carlisle (32) heads for the end zone,  
while Melvin Moreno (10) blocks.

see game page B4

By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE – Shielded 
by the river, we had escaped 
a killing frost. Then on Fri-
day, a cold, windy, raw day 
became a windless night and 
the temperature fell off right 
after sundown. We awoke on 
Saturday morning to a white 
coat on our neighbor’s roof, 
wilted summer flowers: a 
hard freeze indeed.

The cold had been sneak-
ing up on us: first, chilly 
nights when we lit an eve-
ning fire, then days when the 
stove fire flamed from morn-
ing until night and was rekin-
dled in the morning again. 
The cat took up permanent 
residence on the end of the 
bed until the sun heated up 
the sunroom and she charged 
downstairs to bathe in the 
eighty degree warmth. 

It looks like November:  
gray skies, a pallid sun and 
temperatures struggling to 
move past the fifties. Fortu-
nately, most of this season’s 
woodpile is stacked and 
a good pile fills the cellar 

cart near 
the wood-
stove. Soon 
the time will 
shift away 
from day-
light saving, 
and the dark 
will begin 
and end the 
day earlier. 

The leaves have left the 
trees, all but the oak which 
sometimes keeps its tattered 
clothes right through snow 
season. One bright night the 
screech owl cries.

Now the yard is quiet. 
We have said goodbye to the 
summer’s nesting birds. The 
daylight hums only with the 
quiet chatter of gossiping 
chickadees and titmouse. Just 
two strident voices pierce the 
calm:  at night, the scream 
of the screech owl, at early 
daylight the triumphant cry 
of the Carolina wren. This 
feisty critter has over win-
tered in the thicket of our old 
honeysuckle vine for several 
seasons now. He loudly an-
nounces his dominance as 
the sun comes up.  

Later in the morning, when 
the cat has come down to the 
warmth of the sunroom, the 
wren sits in the nearby lilac 
bush. They play a game these 
two. She sits by the door and 
scolds while he teases from 
the bush. The joy of the game 
does not diminish. They play 

it daily until one or the other 
finds something better to at-
tend to.

Our most successful 
crop this year was the acorn 
squash; the least, the toma-
toes. 

The squash was low main-
tenance. We planted two 
vines and laid out black plas-
tic to keep the weeds down 
and the plants warm. That’s 
it! Just an occasional water-
ing when the weather did not 
provide enough. Virtually on 
their own these plants grew 
vigorously and yielded ten 
large fruits. You do need to 
allot them a space for the 
full season, plant when the 
ground is well warmed and 
offer water as needed. These 
were so easy; we’d definitely 
grow them again. Not only 
that, but the fruit will keep 
well into the winter if stored 
in a cool, dry place.

Due to the gardener’s own 
negligence, the tomatoes 
did not start off well. Only 
the cherries were a success.  
Corrective strategies for next 
year include: starting seeds 
as soon as we return from 
Mexico at the end of Febru-
ary, planting in containers so 
that the plants may be set in 
the area of most sunlight for 
the better part of the day, and 
better protection from wood-
chuck and deer.

Tomatoes require a fair 

see gardener’s pg B4

I love your column. Here is a q 
for u: My husband and I bought a 
house about a year ago. We love the 
town and the neighborhood and we 
even like our neighbors. The prob-
lem is the retired couple who live 
next door. They don’t have a lot 
to do and not much social life so 
they’ve decided to “adopt us.” 

We don’t need to be adopted. We 
have three kids and my husband 
works sometimes 50 hours a week 
and I work part-time. Our neighbors 
are always bringing over presents 
and cookies and all for the kids and 
us. And they are very nice. But we 
don’t really have the time to hang 
out with them. Our kids think they 
are kind of creepy because they’re 
always inviting them in, and they 
politely refuse, but it bothers them 
and us.  

How do we tell them to bug off 
without offending them? We want 
to get along, and we do like them 
– as neighbors.

New to the Neighborhood

Dear NN,
It sounds like you are very busy 

with three kids, two jobs, and your 
husband working fifty hours a week. 
Running around as much as you do 
must cause stress in your life. You 
do not need an additional drain on 
your time or the worry that you 
may have offended your neighbors. 
I agree with you that it is time to 
change your relationship before you 
both begin to resent each other. 

It seems like your neighbors want 
more from you than you are able to 
give right now. On the other hand 
they want to help you, which could 
be a wonderful thing, especially for 

By MIKE JACKSON

Franklin County has no shortage 
of musical talent these days, both 
homegrown and transplanted. Often 
the attentions of our musicians are 
turned southward, toward the Five 
College towns, where venues, ra-
dio stations, and paying patrons are 
thicker on the ground. 

But the tendency to see Green-
field, Turners Falls and even Wen-
dell as northern outposts of a region-
al music scene (home to the Upper 
Valley Music Festival, for example) 
might blind us to some rather tre-
mendous things unfolding right be-
hind our backs.

A growing network of creepy kids 
are recording in bedrooms, apart-
ments and cabins in the Brattleboro 
area, passing each other cassette 
tapes or uploading digital files to the 
internet for free perusal, playing in 
each other’s living rooms and back-
yard parties, and most importantly, 
willing to hear and celebrate each 
other’s failures. 

These factors conspire to make it 
a fertile experimental soil, and it’s 
getting harder to ignore the strange 
wildflowers pushing up.

There’s no predominant Brattle-
boro “sound,” but there is some 
commonality in approach. Most of-
ten this means a push toward plea-
surable goals of the past – leisurely 
lounge tunes, for example, or psy-
chedelic pop nuggets – through an 
ordeal of one sort or another, be it 
a murk of analog media or a ram-
shackle and untrained instrumental 
lineup. 

The knowledge that the results 
are not simply the consequence of 
amateurism or inebriation but rather 
(or also) of quite deliberate choice 
can be secretly enjoyed, in turn, 
when it is lost on outsiders, who are 

maybe talking loudly at the bar. 
So I’m crossing the line a little bit 

by calling attention to all this. But 
I wanted to share with our readers 
three recent releases, on cassette, LP 
and CD respectively, that have stood 
out for me in recent months.

For a direct swig from Brattle-
boro’s surging do-it-yourself aes-
thetic aquifer, check out the six-
song, self-titled demo from Peter’s 
Window, released on cassette via 
Spookytown and also streaming 
on Bandcamp since March. Peter’s 
Window is the solo project of Peter 
Nichols, and it’s fascinating to hear 
his sonic sense isolated from his 
main band, the overly-stimulating 
“pretend pop” duo Great Valley. 

“There’s so many things I wonder 
/ I wonder why it rains in summer / I 
wonder what happened to our love,” 
Nichols warbles on “Wonders,” over 
a bed of fraying and stressed Ameri-
can pop music idioms (shakers, solo 
electric guitar, a team of ghostly 
backup singers with Peters singing 
sadly along) that sound like they 
were draining out of the bottom of 
his 8-track recorder even as he tried 
to capture them.

At a recent house show on Third 
Street in Turners Falls, Nichols – 
whose signature brassy guitar leads 

see reviews page B6

Brattleboro In Review:
New Sounds From Up The River

By JEFF SINGLETON

Leverett resident Gerry McFar-
land, Emeritus Professor of History 
at the University of Massachusetts, 
appeared, when he spoke at the 
Leverett library about his newest 
book, to be a rather classic academ-
ic historian. He is well-groomed but 
not flashy, a distinguished man with 
glasses, middle-of-the road jacket 
and tie, and a lean, but not exces-
sively athletic frame. 

Then there is the understated 
sense of humor when describing 
the difficulties of deciphering Gro-
ver Cleveland’s handwriting at the 
National Archives in Washington 
D.C. This is a man who studied at 
Berkeley and Columbia, no doubt at 
the latter under the iconic American 
historian Richard Hofstadter. You 
would enjoy having him as your 
American History professor, as in 
“this is what college is all about. 
I’ve arrived.” 

So why has McFarland just 
published a novel about a sorcerer 
who wanders about Spanish impe-
rial Mexico in the late seventeenth 
century trying to remember who he 
is? It’s a long way from the Mug-
wumps, the subject of McFarland’s 
first book. The Mugwumps, for 

those who might not remember, 
were Republicans who bolted their 
party in the 1884 election and sup-
ported the Democrat Grover Cleve-
land. Americans struggle to remem-
ber the presidents and politics of 
the late 19th century but historians, 
it turns out, have expended an enor-
mous amount of ink on the Mug-
wumps.

(Personal disclosure: I wrote a 
graduate school paper on the Mug-
wumps, and am still very interested 
in political history, but would be the 
first to admit that they were not par-
ticularly magical.)

Anyway, McFarland’s new book 
is called The Brujo’s Way. His main 
goal at the talk was to explain the 
transition, or journey if you will, 
from rather standard academic his-
tory to a novel about magic. His au-
dience consisted mainly of fellow 
Leverett residents who were also 
attending an annual meeting of the 
“Friends of the Leverett Library”. 
McFarland is a long time library 
friend.

You might think that the author’s 
sudden interest in magic is a product 
of having lived in Leverett, a town 
well known for its idiosyncratic res-

From the Mugwumps to a Brujo: 
One Leverett Academic’s Evolution

see mcfarland page B3
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Pet of the Week 

"Gemma" 
Hey there, my name is Gemma. 

I am 2.5 years young and full of 

spunk. 
I love to play and chase feather 

toys, but I also love to lounge in 
the sun. I also can sometimes lose 
myself in playtime, but I can bring 
myself back pretty easily. 

I would prefer to be the only 
funy companion in your home, but 
I may possibly enjoy a companion 
with proper introduction. 

I would like to remain an indoor 
cat too. If you are looking for a new 
fmry friend, come in and meet me 
here at the adoption center. Contact 
the Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or info@ 
dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
November 4 to 8 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill / Montague Senior Cen­

te1; 62 Fifth Street, Tmners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p m. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at Noon. Meal reserva­
tions must be made one day in ad­
vance by II am. 

All fitness classes are suppo1t­
ed by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntaiy 
donations are accepted. Council 
on Aging Director is Roberta Pot­
ter. For more information, to make 
meal rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messag­
es can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. 

Monday 11/4 
I 0: IO a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
I p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 11/5 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12 noon Lunch 
12:45 pm. Council on Aging 
I p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday 11/6 
IO a m. Aerobics 
11: 15 am. Friends' Meeting 
12 noon Lunch 
12:45 pm.Bingo 
Thursday 11/7 
9 a m. NO Tai Chi 
I 0:30 a.m. to noon Brown Bag & 
SNAP Applications 
12 noon Lunch 
I p.m. Pitch 
Friday 11/8 
I 0: IO a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
I p.m. Writing Group 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, I Care 

Drive, Eivingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre­
gate meals. Lunch is at 11:30 am., 
with rese1vations required 24 hours 
in advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at ( 413) 423-3308, 
for meal infom1ation and rese1va­
tions. 

For info1mation, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop­
ping, or medical necessity. Call the 
Center to confum activities, sched­
ule a ride, or find out when is the 
next blood pressure clinic. 

Monday 11/4 
9 am. Tai Chi 
IO a m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 pm. Quilting 
Tuesday 11/5 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday 11/6 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
9:30 am. Blood Pressure 
10 a m. Chair Yoga 
12 noon Bingo 
Thursday 11/7 
8:15 a .. m. Foot Clinic 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
IO a m. Healthy Bones/Muscles 
11 a m. Brown Bag 
12 noon Cards 
Friday 11/8 
9 a m. Bowling 
11:30 am. Out-to-Lunch 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at IO a m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a reservation. 
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Diabetes Self-Management: Six Easy Workshops 
FRANKLIN COUNTY - The 

Franklin County Home Care Cor­
poration (FCHCC) is sponsoring 
two Diabetes Self-Management 
Programs at the Shelburne Falls 
Senior Center and at the YMCA in 
Greenfield. 

In Shelbmne Falls, the work­
shops are on Mondays, November 
14 through December 16, from 
12:30 to 3 pm. At the YMCA, the 
workshops will be held on Thurs­
days, November 17 through De­
cember 19, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 

If you have Type II Diabetes and 
want to take control, remain active 
and improve your quality of life, 
this workshop is for you! People 
with diabetes or pre-diabetes will 
gain tools, skills and the confidence 
needed to manage the challenges of 
living well with their condition. 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q: How successful are heart trans­
plants? 

The smvival rates for hea1t trans­
plants have improved steadily since 
the first successful human heart 
transplants were done in the late 
1960s. 

Almost 9 out of IO patients sur­
vive the first year following a heart 
transplant. After five years, the sur­
vival rate drops to about 7 in 10. Af­
ter IO years, the rate drops again to 
about 5 in 10. After 20 years, about 
1.5 in 10 are still ticking. 

Approximately 2,300 hea1t trans­
plants are now pe1fom1ed each year 
in more than 150 hea1t-transplant 
centers in the United States 

There is no widely accepted age 
cut-off. However, most transplant 
surgery isn't pe1fonned on people 
older than 70 because the procedure 
doesn't have a high success rate for 
patients in that age group. The ma­
jority (52 percent) of candidates are 
between the ages of 50 and 64. 

Q. What is leukemia? It sounds com­
plicated. 

Leukemia means "white blood" 
in Greek. If you get leukemia, your 

We will create weekly, personal­
ized action plans that lead to attain­
ing goals through small, workable 
steps. Workshops are highly sup­
portive, info1mative, social and fml. 
Caregivers and/or family members 
are also welcome to attend. 

Workshops are led by volunteers, 
one or both of whom are peers with 
diabetes. FCHCC coordinates re­
crnitment, training and suppo1t of 
coaches/leaders, and schedules of 
workshops. A workshop series con­
sists of six 2-1/2 hour sessions. 

The "Diabetes Self-Manage­
ment Program" was developed at 
the Stanford University Patient 
Education Research Center. It is an 
evidence-based curriculum that has 
been researched and proven to have 
positive results. 

Topics include: Preventing Com-

plications; Stress Management; 
Working with the Health Care Sys­
tem; Preventing Low Blood Sugar; 
Problem Solving; Skin and Foot 
Care; Exercise; Healthy Eating; Re­
laxation Techniques; Communica­
tion; Difficult Emotions; and Action 
Plalllling. 

FCHCC suppo1ts local Coun­
cils on Aging and other commu­
nity-based organizations as they 
offer Healthy Aging programming. 
Supp01ted by the Tufts Health Plan 
Foundation and the United Way. 

If interested in becoming a coach/ 
leader, or to find a Diabetes work­
shop in your community, contact 
FCHCC Healthy Aging Coordina­
tor Lesley Kayan at ( 413) 773-5555 
x2297, (978) 544-2259 x2297, or 
lkayan@fchcc.org. Read more at 
ww1vfchcc. org. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Clarifications About Heart 
Transplants, Leukemia, and Doctors 

bone mairnw-the soft material in­
side bones-makes abnonnal white 
blood cells that block production 
of n01mal white blood cells, which 
you need to battle infections. Leuke­
mia cells also inte1fere with the red 
blood cells that distribute oxygen 
throughout your body, and platelets, 
which help your blood to clot. 

Leukemia symptoms include: 
fevers or chills, night sweats, fre­
quent infections, weakness or fa­
tigue, sho1tness of breath, headache, 
bleeding, brnising easily, bone pain, 
swelling or discomfo1t in the ab­
domen (from an enlai·ged spleen), 
swollen lymph nodes, especially in 
the neck or aimpit, weight loss, and 
tiny red marks on the skin. 

The two basic types of leukemia 
ai·e acute and chronic. Acute leuke­
mia develops quickly. Chronic leu­
kemia develops slowly and usually 
occurs during or after middle age. 
Leukemia is also categorized by the 
type of white blood cell that is af­
fected. 

There are four common types of 
leukemia: 

Chronic lymphocytic leukemia 
(CLL). Most people diagnosed with 
this f01m of the disease are over age 
55. CLL almost never attacks chil­
dren. 

Chronic myeloid leukemia 
(CML), which primarily affects 
adults. 

Acute lymphocytic leukemia 
(ALL), which is the most common 
type of leukemia in yom1g children. 
It can also affect adults. 

Acute myeloid leukemia (AML), 

which occurs in both adults and chil­
dren. 

Q. What is the difference between a 
"DO" and an "MD"? 

DO stands for doctor of osteo­
pathic medicine. MD is the abbre­
viation for doctor of medicine. MDs 
ai·e also called doctors of allopathic 
medicine. 

Here are a couple of brief diction­
aiy definitions: 

os·te·op·a·thy n. A system of 
medicine based on the theory that 
disturbances in the musculoskel­
etal system affect other bodily paits, 
causing many disorders. 

al·lop·a·thy n. A method of treat­
ing disease with remedies that pro­
duce effects different from those 
caused by the disease itself. 

Osteopathic medicine is a safe, 
established practice. Like MDs, 
DOs must pass a state medical board 
examination to obtain a license to 
practice. There are about 15 MDs 
for eve1y DO in the United States. 

Both DOs and MDs are fully 
qualified to prescribe medication 
and perfo1m surge1y. Like a medi­
cal doctor, an osteopathic physician 
completes four years of medical 
school and can choose to practice 
in any medical specialty. However, 
osteopaths receive an additional 300 
to 500 hours in the study of manual 
medicine and the body's musculosk­
eletal system. 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 
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Weird doings at the local library. A Greek city state begins to appear in 
dim outline behind the aging facade of an industrial mill town. The night 
librarian, an object of certain fascination, appears to have psychic pow­
ers beyond the normfor town officials. Hold onto your hats, it's the first 
installment of .. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

Entering the library, it was nec­
essa1y to step across a narrow crack 
between the top step and the marble 
landing. The crack was about an 
inch wide at its midpoint. It grew 
na1wwer as it worked its iITegular 
way along the entire width of the 
twelve foot landing. It continued on 
in slight disturbances to the broad 
wing walls that supported the huge 
wrought iron lampposts with their 
dimly lighted globes on either side 
of the imposing granite stairs. 

To the left, as you approached 
the double-leafed oak doorway, 
this small fault line could be seen 
extending on into the shmbbe1y, 
where it appeared to tip a lithe 
young laurel fo1ward from the roots. 
In a certain light, I thought this lau­
rel tree resembled a young woman 
mnning from the library, her aims 
outstretched, books all scattered. 

Recently, the crack in the library 
landing had become the source of 
some debate in town. 

Coining through the door, I said 
hello to Lucius, the tousled chemb 
who frequented the building. He 
was hard at work scmbbing down 
the tile mosaic in the foyer. 

It was winter, and trails of sand 
were continuously being trekked 
into the libra1y by the pilgrims 
who made their hopeful way here 
through the cold and snow. 

"Hello, Lucius. Still hard at it?" 
I stopped a moment to admire his 

work. 
Lucius beamed. His amber curls 

bobbed in the soft lamplight falling 
from the cupola, where, on the wall 
above the cmving balustrade, gilded 
words in Roman capitals were em­
blazoned - KNOW THYSELF. 

Lucius, down on hands and 
knees, ran a sponge across the tiles. 
In the swirl of suds, bareback boys 
were revealed on leaping dolphins, 
an indolent Poseidon idling in the 
waves with his shouldered trident, 
the Nereids cavo1ting in his wake. 

The lad had brought it all to such 
a polish, the craftwork of the origi­
nal tile masons was of such qual­
ity, I could half imagine a cmrent 
moved beneath the surface of the 
tiles, though it was only the film of 
water roiled by the endless circling 
of his sponge. 

"You keep this floor so beautiful, 

Lucius. Are you sure I can walk on 
it?" 

Lucius laughed at this, delighted, 
and dipped his head and nodded and 
tmned back to his labors with suds 
bucket and sponge. 

I pushed on through the inner 
doors and brought my books up to 
the desk. 

There, Melantha, the night librar­
ian, was seated on a high-backed 
stool. She looked bewitching in red 
cashmere, her dark hair rising about 
her shoulders in the warm air gust­
ing from the grated floor vents and 
the furnace room below. 

"Hello, Melantha." 
I suddenly felt all mixed up, bold 

and shy, as was often the case when 
I saw her here. 

"How is eve1ything?" 
She replied, "That's rather a big 

question. Do you want me to answer 
it for you?" 

"No, no," I laughed. "Not now. 
I... I just stopped by to return some 
books. Some of them Inight be over­
due." 

"Are you having bad dreams 
again?" she asked. 

"N-no. Not really." The ques­
tion seemed strange. "No more than 
usual." 

I suddenly recalled snatches of 
a dream I'd had the night before, 
where I had been swimining through 
deeply drifted snow, searching for 
the nest and eggs of a large white 
bird, like a snow condor, circling 
above my head. Only the condor 
had a woman's head and human 
hands. The memo1y disturbed me. 

I flipped open the jacket of one 
of the volumes I had plunked down 
on the desk, a monograph on the 
Bactrian camel, its morphology and 
habits. 

"Nothing more than a day or two 
beyond the n01mal due date," I mut­
tered, no longer sure what we were 
talking about. 

I stacked the books into a neat 
little ziggurat and pushed them 
across the desk to her. 

"I just came in to read the want 
ads, mostly," I lied. 

Really, I had just come in to 
see if Melantha was any more ap­
proachable than she had been the 
week before. 

Continued next week. 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Weekend Thefts Lead To Arrests In Turners Falls 
Monday, 10/21 

10:33 a.m. Report of hunt­
ers shooting on WMECO 
property behind bike path 
area. 
1 :55 p.m. Loose pit bull on 
Alice Street. Animal con­
trol unable to locate. 
Tuesday, 10/22 

9:55 a.m. Woman bitten 
by neighbor's leashed dog 
in her Highland Circle 
driveway last night. Re­
ports filed with animal 
control officer and Board 
of Health. Dog is current 
on vaccinations. 
11 :6-t a.m. Car crashed 
into house and pole with 
an electrical transformer 
on it on Montague City 
Road. Driver transported 
to hospital. TFFD and 
WMECO advised. 
Wednesday, 10/23 

6:1;7 a.m. Female juvenile 
reported missing from her 
home for past 12 hours. 
Missing girl contacted 
and reunited with family. 
3: 13 p.m. Report of male 
asking for money in front 
of Cumberland Farms. 
Gone on arrival. 
3:1;2 p.m. Neighbor dis­
pute in Third Street park­
ing lot. Advised. 
3:-t-t p.m. Vandalism to 
mailbox and stolen mail 
on Wendell Road. 
9:19 p.m. Larceny at Food 
City; greeting cards sto­
len. Subject returned 
cards and was advised not 
to return to store. 
Thursday, 10/2+ 

9:26 a.m. Two loose dogs 
on West Chestnut Hill 

MCFARLAND from B1 

Road. One dog picked up 
by animal control officer. 
3:31 p.m. Two loose choc­
olate labs picked up by 
animal control officer in 
the area of Hillcrest El­
ementary School. Dogs 
released to owner after 
submission of paperwork 
and fees. 
8:fl p.m. Report of suspi­
cious male coming to door 
of Worcester Avenue resi­
dence and wanting to talk. 
Unable to locate. 
10:53 p.m. Assisted 
Greenfield Police Depart­
ment with apprehending 
two suspects on Second 
Street. 
Friday, 10/25 

8:06 a.m. Hit and run ac­
cident at Cumberland 
Farms; black Subaru sta­
tion wagon struck pickup 
truck, damaging bumper. 
12:58 p.m. Odor of gas 
reported on K Street. De­
termined to be sewer gas. 
DPW advised. 
7:27 p.m. Report of an 
odor near the Shea The­
ater. TFFD responded; 
believed it to be paint 
from bridge. 
9:32 p.m. Report of gun­
shots on Federal Street; 
caller believed it to be too 
late for hunting. Caller 
advised that hunting for 
rabbit, hare, and coyote is 
legal until midnight. 
Saturday, 10/26 

9:10 a.m. Caller seeking 
help placing kitten found 
in Food City parking lot; 
kitten is not getting along 
with her cat. Contacted 

kennel, which does not 
tal,e cats, but a volunteer 
offered to take it. Services 
rendered. 
1 :-t0 p.m. Caller found 
what appeared to be an 
antique grenade while 
cleaning out closet. Bomb 
squad summoned. Deter­
mined to be an 18th cen­
tury blood pressure cuff. 
4:56 p.m. Suspicious male 
reported staring at fe­
males on Migratory Way. 
Unable to locate. 
5:23 p.m. Loose collie 
wearing blanket reported 
near Carnegie Library. 
Owner showed up with 
broken leash. 
6:05 p.m. Shoplifter ap­
prehended at Food City; 
stated that he and his 
girlfriend have a ritual 
of stealing something for 
each other on their anni­
versary. Paid for item and 
freed to leave. 
10: 14 p.m. Cab driver 
reported five female cli­
ents left car at Avenue A 
and Third Street and ran 
away without paying fare. 
Investigated. 
10:50 p.m. Walk-in report 
of people smoking mari­
juana in a green Mercedes 
behind the Cinemark The­
ater in Hadley. Hadley PD 
advised. 
Sunday, 10/2'7 

3:01 a.m. Three ap­
prehended following a 
break-in spree involving 
four vehicles in Turners 
Falls overnight. Arrested 

; summons 

issued for two juveniles. 
12:00 p.m. Storage trail­
ers reported entered 
overnight on Lake Pleas­
ant Road; items thrown 
around, possibly stolen. 
12:34 p.m. Vehicle entered 
overnight on Norman 
Circle. Wallet and regis­
tration missing. 
12:52 p.m. Vehicle entered 
overnight on Laurel Lane; 
nothing missing. 
1:26 p.m. Two vehicles en­
tered overnight on Hill­
side Road; iPods stolen. 
iPods recovered by police 
earlier today identified as 
the ones taken. 
1:41 p.m. Purse stolen 
from shopping cart at 
Food City. Recovered and 
returned to victim, minus 
missing cash. 
2:44 p.m. Bike stolen from 
a Marshall Street garage; 
truck entered as well. Bike 
identified as having been 
in possession of a subject 
currently in custody. 
5:28 p.m. Second incident 
of purse being stolen from 
shopping cart at Food City. 
Suspects identified and 
apprehended. Some stolen 
items located in dumpster 
on Fourth Street and re­
turned to owner. Arrested 

I 
with 

(charged 
larceny; larceny 

a person over 65) 

(charged 
with larceny; malicious 
destruction of property 
under $250; and larceny 
from a person over 65). 

idents. To the libra1y friends, how­
ever, he described his jomney as an 
intellectual evolution assisted by be­
ing granted tenure at the University 
of Massachusetts. It tmns out that 
tenure gives you lots of time to re­
lax, think, research and write. You 
ce1tainly have to chum out publi­
cations, but they do not necessarily 
have to be classic acadeinic stuff. In 
fact the college community is often 
delighted when acade1nics go "in 
another direction" (within liinits of 
course). 

a murder victim who returns to ex­
onerate his murderer in early nine­
teenth century Ve1mont. I will not 
attempt to explain this, so buy the 
book. In 2001, McFarland published 
a book on Greenwich Village, the 
diverse and "bohemian" New York 
City neighborhood, in the early 
twentieth centmy. 

The point being, we are already 
a long way from dry Ame11can po­
litical histo1y. Still, a novel about a 
brujo in old Mexico is a rather dif­
ferent w11ting project. McFarland 
desc11bed the process that produced 
it as kind of a light hea1ted fam­
ily game that ended up getting pub­
lished, as opposed to any conscious 
effort to go fictional. 

conse1vative Catholics will frown 
upon, he ends up forgetting his hue 
identity for a time. He is then exiled 
to the frontier town ofSante Fe, now 
in New Mexico of course. However 
the trip 1101th through "wild des­
ert landscapes" rekindles his brujo 
powers. 

Many adventm·es follow, includ­
ing an encounter with an Apache 
war paity, a confrontation with an 
evil sorcerer and a "chance meet­
ing in Mexico City with a womai1 
n·ained in Tai1tric spirituality ... 
opening him up to other dimensions 
of consciousness." Wow! McFarland's first post-mugwmnp 

book, A Scattered People (I 985), 
traced the movement of a family -
his own, it turns out - from the east­
em United States to the west in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

The promotional bookmark de­
scribes the study as "an innovative 
synthesis of genealogy and the saga 
of American pioneers moving west 
over a centmy's time." McFarland 
tried to get beyond the often repeat­
ed fainily legends (he is related to 
the famous abolitionist John Brown) 
to the mundane but meaningful sym­
bols of stability and change ( daffodil 
bulbs can1ed west and planted in 
Berkeley, California). 

His next book, the Counterfeit 
Man (1990), was the true story of 

A brujo, for those who don't 
know, is a Spanish magician or 
sorcerer. McFarland's version is a 
rather benign persona whose "great 
powers de11ve from intensive train­
ing in heightened awareness akin to 
Eastern yogic disciplines rather than 
from incantations, spells, or aid from 
demon allies." That went over well 
with the libraiy crowd. This brujo, 
named Don Carlos Buenaventura 
ai1d now in his sixth life, chooses to 
be bom to an a11stocratic family in 
Mexico City in 1684. 

Constantly seeking to hide his 
brujo powers, which he fears the 

At this point I must note that in 
the 1884 election campaign Gro­
ver Cleveland was accused of fa­
thering an "illegitimate" child, and 
paying hush money to the mother. 
As in "Ma, ma, where's pa? He's 
gone to the White House. Ha, Ha, 
Ha." Cleveland's opponent, James 
G. Blaine, was affectionately known 
as "The Plumed Knight," so let's not 
get too down on traditional political 
history. 

But still, it's ce1tainly not a good­
guy a11stocratic Spanish sorcerer 
influenced by Tant11c yoga, all of 
which was no doubt more appealing 
to the libraiy folks in Lev-
erett thai1 the Mugwumps. 1, 
Can't say I blame them! ~ 
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Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 
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_L./ REPAIRS 
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Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries• Starters 

w Struts • Tune-ups• Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 
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john C. Davis 

Director 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

Fox, Possum, Drugs 
lliOXQ)~ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Monday, 10/14 

9:50 a.m. Complaint of fox 
on Main Road. 
Tuesday, 10/15 

8:10 a.m. Firearm issue on 
Main Road. Officer noted 
resident compliant with 
laws. 
Wednesday, 10/16 

5:35 p.m. Assisted Erving 
PD with search of resident's 
home. 
Thursday, 10/17 

10:10 a.m. Area search for 

CLIO from pg B1 
a busy person with young 
kids. I think your goal should 
be to find a way in which they 
can actually be helpful. 

It would be good to sta1t 
by letting the neighbors know 
how busy you are. They need 
to understand that it's noth­
ing personal. 

When I read your letter, 
I imagined them coming to 
the door with cookies and 
you feeling obligated to talk 
to them, since they were nice 
enough to bring you cookies. 
All the while you are think­
ing about the items on your 
to-do list and wondering how 
you can politely send them 
on their way. 

I'm wondering, could you 
bring them a gift? Maybe 
some cookies from the bak­
e1y, if you don't have time 
to bake them yourself? Once 
you have shown your appre­
ciation with a gift or a note, 
you might feel less obligated, 
and more comfo1table say­
ing, "Thank you so much for 
the cookies! I'm sorry that I 
can't talk right now, but I'm 
in the middle of helping my 
son with homework." 

Another advantage to 
bringing them a gift or card 
is that it would give you an 
oppo1tunity to say something 
like, "We wanted to let you 
know how much we appreci­
ate all your attention. We're 
so busy that sometimes we 
don't have the time to thank 
you properly." 

A relationship with a 
neighbor is one to handle 
delicately. After all you may 
be seeing these people daily 
for years to come. Having 
neighbors you feel comfo1t­
able asking a favor of can 
be a real benefit. On the flip 
side, having an awkward or 

suspicious motor vehicle, a 
Crown Victoria with plastic 
on its windows. 
11:20 a.m. Stolen property 
located in wooded area of 
Mountain Road. 
9:35 p.m. Report of man with 
leg over French King Bridge 
railing. 
Friday 10/Is 

7:25 a.m. Complaint of 
injured possum on North 
Cross Road. 
12:1;0 p.m. Suspicious motor 

vehicle reported on Mountain 
Road. 
6:05 p.m. iPhone reported 
lost or stolen from Main 
Road residence. 
Saturday, 10/19 

5 p.m. Report of abuse of dog 
on the French King Bridge. 
7:30 p.m Medical assistance 
to Pine Street resident. 
9:20 p.m. Assisted Erving PD 
with motor vehicle stop, and 
confiscation of illegal drugs, 
on French l{ing Bridge. 

2''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''~ I I 
~ MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM! ~ 
~ UllfilIB rn ~ □ lllillID I~ IB'Jij J:D ~ 
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~ 000 m: I~ IT001 rn lllrnNo ~ 
I I I CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: ~ 
I INFO®MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG I 
I Congrats to Deb Brazeau and Jill Palmer, 1st & 2nd two weeks running! I 
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unpleasant relationship with 
neighbors can affect the qual­
ity of your life. I think you 
want to communicate ap­
preciation while at the same 
time letting them know that 
you are too busy to show it in 
the way they expect. 

Hopefully you will be 
able to alleviate feelings of 
guilt and also clear up any 
confusion about why you do 
not always seem ove1joyed 
to see your neighbors. Once 
you have accomplished this, 
I suggest that you think of 
ways that these neighbors 
might actually be helpful to 
you. 

They want to adopt you. 
Can you turn this into a 
positive thing? Are there 
some small favors you can 
ask them, things you actu­
ally need? Maybe they can 
help you jump stait your car. 
Maybe you can ask to bor­
row some milk. I think that 
your neighbors probably rec­
ognize that you are busy and 
would like to feel needed. 
They just need some guid­
ance from you as to how they 
can be helpful. 

Good luck finding ways to 
match your needs with your 
neighbors' desire to be help­
ful. May this relationship 
shift from being a source of 
anxiety to being one that re­
duces stress! 

Yours, 
Clio u 

GAME from pg B 1 
decide which plays were 
working and which part of 
the defense was most vulner­
able, and on fourth downs, 
when to punt, and when to 
go for it. As a result of this 
stalemate, the qua1ter ended 
like it had begun, 12 to 6, 
Mahar. 

At the beginning of the 
fomth quarter, after a Mahar 
punt, Turners took over on 
the 44. It took one play to 
move the ball to the 31 and 
one more to get to the 15. 
It seemed the the immov­
able object was beginning to 
budge. 

After a one-yard gain, 
Alex Carlisle scored the go­
ahead touchdown. This time, 
Coach Lapointe decided to 
go for one point and Melvin 
Moreno split the uprights. 
With one minute and five 
seconds gone in the fourth, 
the Tribe was finally in the 
lead, 13 - 12. Turners add­
ed to their lead when Jalen 
Sanders scored a TD with 
2:38 left in the game. After 
a missed PAT, Turners led 
19-12. 

And the game was on. 
After a long rnn back, a quar­
terback keeper, a couple of 
completed passes and a long 
gain, Mahar had a first and 
10 on the Tribes 12 yard line 
with a minute and change left. 
"Not in our house," someone 

Here's the ·way it was on 
October 30, 2003: Newsfrorn 
The Montague Rep01ter 's 
archive. 

Concerns About 
Airport Project 

On October 14, the 
Montague selectboard 
signed off on the contract 
for the Airport Improvement 
Program, authorizing the 
sta1t of reconstiuction on the 
main and west aprons around 
the airpo1t's administi-ation 
building, off Industi-ial 
Boulevard. 

But area Native American 
groups and officials are 
concerned that this pa1t of the 
constiuction is taking place 
in a "tribally sensitive area," 
near the Hanneman site, a 
paleo-Indian archeological 
site documented by 
researchers from UMass. 

Greenfield archeologist 
Howard Clark, a member of 
theFI-iendsofWissatinnewag, 
said the Hanneman site is one 
of only two known paleo­
Indian encampment sites in 
the Connecticut River Valley. 
"Only 1 % of the site has been 
explored, in the early 1980s," 
Clark said. 

yelled from the crowd. 
And the familiar, deaf­

ening sound of heavy boots 
stamping on metal bleachers 
filled the air. And eve1ything 
came up blue. With one min­
ute, thi1ty one seconds left in 
regulation, Malcolm Smith 
intercepted the pass in the 
endzone and it didn't seem 
so cold anymore. 

Without Trent Bourbeau 
in the lineup, Coach Lapointe 
was forced to use the rest of 
the weapons in his arsenal. 
With the fine blocking of the 
line, Jalen Sanders averaged 
almost 9 yards per cany, 
Brody Mai·kol had two long 
can-ies for 38 yards and Alex 
Carlisle broke the centu1y 
mark, mnning for 111 yards. 

In the air, Malcolm Smith 
completed passes to Mel­
vin Moreno, Jalen Sanders, 
Alex Carlisle and Brody 
Mai·kol. Defensively, Trevor 
Mankowksy deflected two 
passes, Malcolm Smith had 
a pick, and Tyler 
Charboneau blocked 
a punt. u 

Hopes For Quieter 
Waste Hauls 

Noise complaints 
concerning the passage 
of waste haulers through 
the center of Erving to the 
ti·eatment plant in the early 
morning, as early as 4 a.m., 
have been a focus at recent 
selectboard meetings. The 
board was info1med at last 
week's meeting that an 
agreement had been reached 
to repair the bed of the 
railroad ti·acks crossing the 
plant's entiyway. 

By all accounts, the loose 
rail bed at this entiy road 
conti-ibutes to the loud noise 
of the 18-wheelers crossing 
the ti·acks. The Erving 
highway depaitment will 
assist in the road repairs. 

A Bigger Police Car 

The Montague selectboard 
m1animously backed the 
purchase of a 4-wheel di-ive 
Ford Expedition police 
cruiser to replace the 2001 
Crown Victoria demolished 
in a rear-end collision while 
parked last August. 

Acting police chief Ga1y 

GARDENER'S from pg B1 

amount of cosseting, but 
we love growing vai-ieties 
that aren't often available as 
plants. 
There's just nothing like pick­
ing a fresh, ripe, sun waimed 
tomato and eating it 11ght 
away with just a bit of salt or 
oil and vinegai·. It's definitely 
wo1th tiying again and again 
if need be. 

There is one other crop 
we can let go of. We planted 
a few round wate1melons, 
small densely fiuited crea­
tures with many seeds. They 
were sweet in flavor and fun 
to grow once, but we found 
the space required for the en­
tire season was hardly wo1th 
the ti·ade-off as neither of 
us was an enthusiastic eater. 
... Might as well pick up one 
or two for a hot smnmer day 
grown on someone else's 
time. 

Besides tomatoes and 
acorn squash, our other defi­
nites for next year include: 
peas, green beans, chai·d, let-

Billings said the new cmiser 
would be a supervisor's 
vehicle, and would enable 
the department to respond 
to calls from areas that are 
experiencing new growth 
- Taylor Hill Road, West 
Chestnut Hill, Wendell Road, 
Monnon Hollow Road -
where di-iving conditions can 
be hazardous in inclement 
weather. 

Shapes And Spirits 

If you've been to the Lake 
Pleasant post office, you may 
have noticed an unusual room 
on top of the building. The 
building was the residence 
of G. Tabor Thompson, 
the founder of the National 
Spiritual Alliai1ce. His wife, 
Almira Wheeler, inlle11ted a 
fo1tUI1e from Orange sewing 
machine magnate John 
Wheeler. 

The octagonal room 
on top of the building was 
supposedly built specifically 
to focus energy and b1-ing in 
spi11ts dmmg the seai1ces that 
members of the Alliance held 
there. The room cmTently 
houses a libraiy ai1d painting 
studio, and offers wonderful 
views of the lake. 

tuce, and squash. Of course, 
the asparagus and strawbeny 
beds will produce as well. 

There are many things 
to do in the sunny hours of 
sp1-ing and smnmer, and dur­
ing the winter, it's easy to buy 
too many seeds and vai·ieties 
when the seed catalogues 
come and the markets are shy 
of fresh local produce. Next 
yeai· we'll hy to strike a bet­
ter balance between garden­
ing and the joys of travel, 
swilillning and putting in the 
kayaks. 

If we can concenti·ate on 
successfully growing our 
favorite crops while avoid­
ing planting so much that we 
begrudge the time for ca11ng 
for it, it will be a thing well 
done. We'll see. 

At least we can start next 
yeai· with a better plan, and 
then be ready for whatever 
vagaries the New England 
garden season can bring. In 
the meantime, enjoy the fall 

harves~, and happy 

1
~ 

gardenmg! ~ 
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Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzlnc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 
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Custom: Sewil)~, CJpl)olstery, Slip Covers, 

Floors, Si~.l)S, Hal)dba~s, Pillows, Fabric ful) 

38 3rd Street 
Christa Snyder - Creator 
Thur-Fri 11-6 Sat 10-5 

Turners Falls 
413-863-0003 

Sun 12-4 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 t 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easv in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

l'outractors, l'lea Marketers, J'radeshow Venoors 
and Arti515 cncCluraglld to inquire 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOP/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASE.S 

POWE~ WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PRESIDENT 
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People often come lo see us 
becouse their parent$ 
and their grandparents did. 
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and we work hard lo leep 1t. 
• Gory and Noncy Melen 
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Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 

SALES • SERVICE• JNSTAUATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

perfect Pearl presents All Souls Falls: All Fired Up, classic rock, 
Day with music by Red Favor- 9:30 p.m. 
ite, Tether, Mausoleum, and DJ 
Psychadellarythmia, plus paint- SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

ings, fortunes, and more. 8 p.m., Montague Bookmill, Montague 
all welcome. Center: Passerine, Mail the 

Horse, and Bunny's a Swine, $, 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Darrelle London, indie piano- 7:3o p.m. 
pop, 8 p.m. Deja Brew, Wendell: The 

Peachy's, Americana-blues, 8 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Equa/ites, reggae, 9:30 p.m. p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

Falls: Groove Prophet, classic Bruce's Browser, Athol: discus-
ART SHOWS: rock, 9:30 p.m. sion of The Art Forger with Mari-

ONGOING: lyn Richards, 5:30 p.m. 
EVERY SUNDAY Great Falls Discovery Center, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

Turners Falls: Changing Coast- WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Farren Care Center, Farren 

lines, oil paintings by Paula Tes- F t· t d ffl b k G f' Id C ·t C 11 Celtic Sessions, musicians of all es tva, ven ors, ra es, a e reen Ie ommuni Y o ege, 
levels welcome to play tradition- sier on display in the Great Hall sale, breakfast and lunch avail- main campus, dining hall: Tunes 
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. through November 30th. Great able, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Noon, Kristin Errett, 12 p.m. 

Falls Discovery Center is open 
EVERY TUESDAY Fridays and Saturdays, 10 to 4 Vermont Yankee is Closing Mid-Week Music, All Souls 
The Millers Falls Library Club: celebration at the West Village Church, Greenfield: Bob Cum-
Free after school program. ___ P_-_m_. _________________________ m_in_s, piano, 12:15 p.m. 

3:30 to 4:45 p.m. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Mill- 7 
ers Falls: Free Texas Hold Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
'em Poker tournament, with Falls: The Collected Poets 
cash prizes. Series featuring Amanda 
EVERY WEDNESDAY Auchter, Lori Desrosiers 
Carnegie Library: Children and Gail Martin, 7 p.m. 
and their families are in- Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
vited to come enjoy stories, Roosters, classic rock 
crafts, music and snacks. dance music by Bruce 
10: 15 to 11 :30 a.m. Scofield & Mark Feller, 8 
EVERY THURSDAY p.m. 
Montague Center Library: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
Music and Movement with Artist Reception for A/-
Tom Carroll and Laurie Da- ten Fowler with works 
vidson. Children and their on display at Provisions, 
caregivers are invited. 10 to Northampton, 5 to 7 p.m. 
11 a.m. Free. 
Between the Uprights, Turn­
ers Falls: Open Mic with 
Dan, Kip, and Schultzy from 
Curly Fingers Dupree Band. 
8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. 
EVERY FRIDAY 

Fridcry, November 8, Stra111berry Afternoon peiforms at the Great Falls Coffeehouse, 7 p.m. The 
band explores classic folk, rock and blues and plqyjul!J puts their own spin on the songs they plqy. 
Features singer C)nthia Fn't-{J Mark Kurber on guitar and vocals, Bruce Stewart on harmonica, 
brother and sister multi-instrumentalists Gail and Doug Hegeman, and Spencer Fraker on bass. 

Montague Common Hall, 
Montague Center: Celtic­
crossings, Scotland's Alan 
Reid and Rob Van Sante 
with the Leverett Commu­

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: nity Chorus, $, 6:30 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John­
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

Painting The World Happy, 
work by Denyse Dar on display 
through November 23. 
University Museum of Contem­
porary Art, UMass, Du Bois In 
Our Time, exhibit continues 
through December 15. 

Meetinghouse, West Brattle­
boro, 6 to 11 p.m. Music by 
John Sheldon and Friends. Pot­
luck dinner. 

Montague Common Hall, Mon­
tague Center: Square Dance, $, 
7 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Great Falls Coffeehouse pres­
ents Strawberry Afternoon, clas­
sic folk, rock & blues, $, 7 p.m. 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31 

Wagon Wheel, Gill: Chris Dixon, 
solo acoustic featuring upright 
bass, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl, 
blues-jazz, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Tawdry's Halloween Hoedown, 
9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: lnvation of the Body 
Snatchers (1956), $, 7:30 p.m. 
with music before the movie: 
Ken Swiatek, folk, 7 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: So/Rae, $, 8 p.m. 

39 K Street, Turners Falls: Im-

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Chickenyard with special 
guest Dan Johnson, country 
folk, 7:30 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Movie showing, Paycheck, Ben 
Affleck, Aaron Eckhart, Uma 
Thurman, directed by David 
Woo, 2003, 7:30 p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls, lnvation of the Body 
Snatchers (1956), $, 7:30 p.m. 
with music before the movie: 
Last Night's Fun, celtic folk. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Mark Mandeville and 
Raianne Richards with Hoot 
and Holler, $, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Gurus 
of Blues, 9 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 

Pushkin Gallery, Greenfield: 
Wistaria Music Society Pres­
ents 9th Annual Schubertiad, 
Known and Little Known Works, 
$, 7:30 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Celtic Crossings pres­
ents Alan Reed and Rob Van 
Sante, $, 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Tokyo Rosenthal, americana 
country rock, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An­
derson, renegade blues, 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

Our Lady of Peace, Turners 
Falls: Dove of Peace Christmas 
Bazaar, 8 to 2 p.m. 

Pioneer Valley Institute: Gem, 
Mineral and Fossil Show and 
Sale in the dining commons, 
Greenfield Community College, 
9:30 to 4 p.m. 

B5 

Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday-Sat, Nov. 1 & 2, 7:30 p.m. 

INVASION OF THE 
BODY SNATCHERS 

Music at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Ken Swiatek, folk 

Saturday, Last Night's Fun, celtic folk 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t1J_..j\ I~, I 
The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

(413) 863-9576 

1)~~ 
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THURS. 10/31 9:30pm 
Tawdry Haunted 

Halloween Hoedown 

FRI 11/1 7pm & 9:30 FREE 
Drew P's Hit Parade 

Tall Boys I Jason Martin 
America Miracle 

SAT. 11 /2 9:30 FREE 
Spanish For Hitchhiking 
Kevin 0'Rourke (of lo Fine) 

78 THIIID STREET 
TUIIIERS flLLS, Ml 
IIIIIIEZWGUS1'FM&.CD~ 
Tn:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwind.s school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, GAS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863-9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863·0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Greenfield 
0 -opera v 

Bank 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
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MEMBER FDIC 
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Bryan G. Hobbs 
RemodeHng Contractor 

BluM1 CellulosP lnsul,H-jon • Airsealing • P.nergy Audits 
RPpl"cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home R~p;,irs • Spr.:ty !'<um Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1olibsrtt111odeli1ig@g11inil.co111 

~issance IB~ilders 
C2Ealitp, (J~tsmanship, ~riginal Gfhm,ght 

www.reubuHd.net 
863-8316 

o =-=' Brian It San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Ser~1ng the Area for ove, 25 years Cer11fled • Bonaed• 111s u,.,d 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinatfons Changed 

28 Montague S11eet 
Tumers Falls. MA 01376 

Beeper 290-1162 

863-2471 
fCIX 863-8022 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

rf"' 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

432 Greenfield Road 
Montague, MA 
R1gl1l next door lo 
the Bookn,ill' 

Gift Cert,r,cates, 
we1~1ess Packages 
and On-Site Classes 
and Serv,ces available. 

Call (413) 687-2125 
to schedule an 

appointment 
today 

Ask us 
aboutotlr 

dlscmmts for 
new clients this fall! 
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REVIEWS from page B 1 
are his most noticeable presence in 
Great Valley, in Tall Boys, and in 
Dave Lineal's latest Bird Names 
lineup - let the Window tapes nm, 
closed his eyes, and pe1formed the 
vocal parts only. 

His c01mnitment to the specifici­
ties of the recorded material, and the 
precarious place of heaitfelt singing 
among sickly disjointed ai1d over­
saturated instmmental lines, stood 
out in this pe1fonnance. 

"Take me down to Cape 
Canav'ral/Dress me up just like an 
astr'ooo ... ," he rhymes elsewhere, 
over a patchwork of 0Inii1ous vainp­
ing so ai·bitrary and halting that the 
lyrics really come off as yearning for 
a more pe1fect technological alien­
ation. A smoother groover might 
have made such expressions sound 
tongue-in-cheek, but here it's clear 
that the desired space odyssey is one 
of loneliness, not adventure. 

The requests this stuff makes of 
the listener ai·e significant; it's mu­
sic partly about music, and since its 
composer/producer is ah'eady doing 
a fair ainount of criticism by way of 
his a1t, the task of following along 
and hying to write about it is nearly 
impossible. 

Fellow-u·aveler Zach Phillips 
of OSR Tapes recently circulated 
a compilation of critics using the 
adjective "lo-fi" to mean just about 
anything, and more to the point, to 
shirk any real critical engagement 
with the sounds produced using self-
1.iinited techniques and reu·ograde 
technologies. 

"Shimmering" and "lo-fi" can 
just mean cheesy and abrasive, and 
maybe it's OK that they do: it can 
be quease-inducing to heai· ce1tain 
qualities of populai· music pushed to 
their exu·emes and jostled out of sync 
with each other. But listeners willing 
to follow Nichols into his fo1ms will 
be rewarded with the strength of the 
m1derlying song-kernels, or at least, 
I have been. 

There's always been a paral­
lel st01y with the Happy Jawbone 
Family Band - beautiful, catchy 
and driving songs heard through a 
haze of grinning missteps, exu-a tin-

kles ai1d thumps - but it seems like 
their songs and their fated mass au­
dience are gradually reaching out to 
each other and making contact. 

A real record deal with 1nid-level 
indie label Mexican Smruner, which 
staited them out, hilariously, with an 
eai·ly-years greatest-hits compila­
tion, has culminated in a profession­
ally-recorded and engineered self­
titled LP released this month. 

Whether, on the balance, contact 
with wider audiences sees HJFB 
slough their thick coat of hometown 
pa1ticulai1ties, familiarities, in-jokes 
and excesses, or lure those audiences 
to meet them on their own ground, 
has yet to be seen. 

So fai· they seem to be splitting 
the difference, bet­
ter highlighting 
a populist appeal 
of many of their 
songs which has 
always been more 
clear in the context 
of their live shows 
- which have re­
cently included a 
house show on K 
Su·eet in Turners, 
as well as several 
appeai·ances at the Rendezvous. 

''This recording is really nice!" 
my wife said the first time I played 
their new album at home. "It doesn't 
really som1d like them." But it still 
doesn't sound like any other bands, 
either, but maybe like they're using 
their tongues in a few places they 
had been using their teeth. 

"Can't You Heai· Me Ticking," 
in particular, benefits from the u·eat­
ment, coming out like the Thinking 
Fellers mashed straight into mid-pe-
1-iod Mekons. Built on stronger sup­
port, its momentum lasts through a 
tricky bridge I've heard sink the oth­
e1wise great song live. 

The rom1der edges eventually 
bleed into the content, as the band 
plays with a new potential direc­
tion on the albmn's second-to-last 

u·ack, "I'll Never Go Skin­
Deep Again." A heavy, but 
1-ich plod blooms gradually 
with ornaments of flute, and 
eventually opens into that 
kind of B11tish-ish psyche­
delia mined by Elephant 6 
bands in the tmn of the cen­
tmy, with woodwinds and 
horns. And the final u·ack 
lives fumly in this ten-itory, 
making the listener wonder 
what it would have sounded 
like outside the studio, or if 
it was born there at all. 

On paper, this is the so1t 
of thing they've been doing 

all along - a roving commm1al en­
semble with toy piai10 and tainbou-
1me, winding eccentI-ic, many-cor­
nered compositions up into crashing 
chaos. But in the new formulation 
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all the parts point carefully back to 
the cenu·al stiucture of the songs, 
whereas before there was some­
times a real hit-or-1niss multiplicity 
of ideas going on, making the exer­
cise of focusing on singer/songwi-it­
er Luke Csehak's words and tm1e 
somehow more rewarding. 

That's all neurotic sour grapes, 
though, coming from a convinced 
fan, and really, many of these ai·e 
ainong Happy Jawbone's strongest 
songs. But I do hope the band knows 
its tendency to cluster so mai1y of its 
voices into a maniacally dense, tinny 
u·eble range was one of its cha1ms, 
ai1d that it is not tempted to chase 
after a more even equalization lest it 
lose this acid edge. 

None of this is to say that a 
move towai·d sounding good, or 
nice, compr01nises an artist. Work­
ing from a cleaner palette can also 
lead to breakthroughs. Nowhere is 
this clearer than No Kingdom, Sam 
Moss's new self-released solo CD, 
also su·eaming in full on Bandcainp. 
Moss practices a guitar style heavily 
influenced by what's been called the 
American p11mitive u·adition: dense 
clusters offu1gerpicked notes, hai1g­
ing between open, 1mging drones. 

I've always thought of his band 
the Howling Kettles as applying the 
Brattleboro method to Americai1a, 
but maybe I was overly generalizing 
its reach. Opener "Ocean" plunges 
the listener into a sparse, dai·k and 
blue space, reminiscent of Tiny Vi­
pers, or later Talk Talk, and all the 
more impressive given that Moss is 
working only with an acoustic guitai· 
ai1d his own breathy voice. 

This is sophisticated stuff, 1niles 
away from last year's equally b11l­
liant ''The Tempest May Howl," 
a gmff and shaggy primitive gui­
tar workout Moss released on Plus 
Tapes. 

Arpeggiated chords lightly trnce 
the edges of the path, but the song 
u·eads slowly, with a heavy step and 
heait. "I see a lion," he concludes at 
its end, "- I run aligned." A silence 
hangs, before a fu1al crescendo, like 
a long night dive into a cold Ver­
mont quarry. 

The statement made, the rest of 
the albmn acquits itself nicely, with 
not ve1y many standout moments, 
but no sour ones either. 

After an opening set Moss played 
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Montague Reporter 
subscriber Nancy 

Reinke, by a tn,llo in 
Alberbello, Puglia, 

Italy this past 
September. 

Traveling this fall? 
Bring us along and , 
send the evidence to 
editor@montague-

reporter. or-g ! 

OCTOBER 31, 2013 

SCAPES BfilLDERS 
& EXCAVATrON. LI.C. 

New Constmction Renovation Site Work 

P.-l-13-665-0185 
I LON Hillside Ro~1J 

,v,.v,Y.scapesbuilders.com 
South Deerfield, MAO 13 73 
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Eon all stoc 
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this smmner at the 1794 Meeting­
house in New Salem, a fi-iend of 
mine gi-iped that while he liked 
Moss' playing, he fom1d his vocal 
style "de11vative." I didn't ask of 
what. It's ce1tainly a bit 1niddle-of­
the-road singer-songw11tery, but the 
songs are solid ones, and if their 
palatability mean that more people 
hear his su·ange and beautiful guitai· 
work, it can only be a good thing. 

Brattleboro's DIY scene teeters 
on the brink of wider recogilition, 
and though there ai·e no benefits 
(and quite a few downsides) to gain-

ing that status, it meai1s that more 
ears ai·e tur1ling to the su·ange tilings 
its bands and solo artists have been 
doing under the cover of a suppo1t­
ive, secluded scene. 

It will be interesting to watch 
to see who slinks fuither into the 
woods - evading the intemet's end­
less capability to archive, search 
and hype - and who seek to adapt, 
and what each of these choices will 
mean for their music. 

For now, I've turned 
no1thwai·d, and I'm enjoy­
ing my front row seats. n 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Reel Estate Agency 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANOCOMPANY.COM 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpiepiua.com 

21 Banlc Row, GIid. 
413--175-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Now Scheduling Fall Cleanups 
522-2563 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f3rornberg •Iii Montague, MA 
413-367-9959 ~ 
clear your space. clear your mind 

Thc~i11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seruing Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road. Gtll, MA 413-863-9006 

Qr,1i Jo/wgrn1, '12rnftcn 
ABR. CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
4 I '3-863-97 % • Gr,ilohn,on~ Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Ctrlilitd Reslde•tial Spedalisl) 
Only 4•~ of al RMLTORS hold this prestiiious ck.,,;i~ation. 
The CRS is 111) ba~ oi experlise an:! \'OUr shield OI 
,1s~mmce. Pul rour ln,;t in lhe best 10 gel the jdl dolle. 
Whether buyi~ 1elling or 1efrrring. alwa,~ choose 
CEIi/ JOHNSON, CIIS 9l1 ye ~"I c,i f"!"liffl/'f. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
■r==■•=- ~413) 863-973' • WIVW.CJAR.Cm 
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SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEMS PROVIDE 
60-80% OF YOUR HOT WATER! 

-
~· I 
·I 
I 
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Eligible for MassSave Heat loan program! - --$25,000 at 0% interest 
for solar hot water, 




