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THE BLIZZARD OF 2012 REMEMBERED Window Hours to be 
Cut in Half at Erving 
P.O. Under USPS Plan 

PUMPKINFEST Ill: THE CROWDS KEEP COMING! 

Lake Pleasant, Wendell 
Depot Would Be Open Just 

Two Hours a Day 

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
The Erving post office will see 
its weekday retail hours cut in 
half, while the Wendell Depot 
and Lake Pleasant post offices 
will have their weekday retail 
hours reduced to just two 
under a plan being put fo1ward 
by the U.S. Postal Se1vice. 

The new hours are still sub
ject to review, and would not~ 
take effect until after the first i 
of the year. But as Carissa w 

Surprise, manager of post~ 
office operations for the O 10 - i3 
013 zip code area, which~ 
includes the four counties of: 
Berkshire, Hampden, ~ 
Hampshire and Franklin, told iil 
about six Erving residents who 
showed up to a public info1ma
tional meeting in the post 
office lobby on Tuesday, "We 
are reviewing mral post 
offices, looking at minimizing 
retail hours to fit the amount of 
customers coming in, rather 
than closing them." 

The population of Montague doubled on Saturday for the third annual Pumpkinftst! 

Brooke Thomas and Scarecrow, after the storm had passed. 

BY BROOKE THOMAS 
LONG HILL ROAD, 
LEVERETT - The climate 
is changing. 

Last year, on June 1st, a 
tornado ripped through 
Springfield, pulling off roofs 
and steeples, toppling trees 
helter skelter, and sending 
violent winds up the 
Connecticut Valley. 

Then, on the afternoon of 
October 29th, as children and 
parents were preparing their 
Hallowe'en costumes to be 
witches, goblins, pirates and 
princesses, they experienced 
the beginning of what would 
become the Great 
Hallowe'en Blizzard. 

Down came the snow, 
thickening by the hour until 
neighbors' homes faded and 
became invisible. The snow 

fell wet, clinging to anything 
it touched: telephone wires, 
fences, and branches, espe
cially those still in leaf. 

The birches bent first 
under the weight, and apple 
boughs drooped down to the 
ground for support. The 
inflexible oaks and maples 
groaned under the load, and 
large hemlocks on Long Hill 
snapped ten feet off the 
ground, hurling tons of snow 
and greene1y to the forest 
floor. 

By midnight, without a 
let-up in the sto1m, I grew 
concerned for the fate of our 
fruit trees and the beautiful 
red Japanese maple that 
shades us in the summer. 
Grabbing a 20-foot hook pole 
from the barn, I started shak-

see BLIZZARD page 3 

Take Back Our lives 

Under the so-called POST 
plan, 38 post offices in 
Surprise's district would lose 
retail hours, while access to 
post office lobbies would gen
erally be unchanged or 
expanded. Postal officials are 
considering the possibility of 
allowing public access to the 
lobby in Eiving, for example, 
24 hours a day, for residents to 
be able to check their post 
office boxes. Also, Saturday 
window hours would remain 
w1changed. 

Dennis Wonsey, who lives 
nearby, wanted to know why 
the USPS doesn't simply aban
don Saturday home delive1y, 

see PO page 12 

Hand-painted T-shirts from abuse survivors hungfrom clotheslines in Peskeompskut Park in 
Turners Falls on Thursday as patt of the Take Back Our Iives event sponsored f?y NELCWIT. 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
TURNERS FALLS - People 
gathered in the late afternoon 
sun on the green before the 
band shell in Peskeompskut 
Park on Thursday, October 
18th to honor victims and sur
vivors of domestic violence 
and pledge their continued 
effo1ts to end violence against 
women in our communities. 

The event was organized 
by the New England Leaming 
Center for Women in 
Transition (NELCWTI), head
quaiiered in Greenfield, with 
paitners in Turners Falls and 
throughout the region. 

Long clotheslines of hand
painted T-shirts offe1ing testi
mony from victims of abuse 
hung waving in the breeze 
across the common. The cere
monies were both moving and 
uplifting, creating an atlnos
phere of support that allowed 
those gathered to share inti
mate stories of tragedy and 
great individual challenge. A 
lantern lighting ceremony 
accompailied the reading of 
the naines of those who have 
died so far this yeai· in 
Massachusetts as a result of 
domestic violence. 

Jessie, who works as a 

domestic violence and sexual 
assault prevention educator at 
NELCWIT, inti·oduced the 
ceremony, saying, ''Domestic 
violence is a se110us and ve1y 
preventable public health 
problem. The lives lost se1ve 
to remind us that domestic 
violence is a huge issue that 
demands more attention." 

While she read the names, 
volunteers held large paper 
lanterns, lighting their wicks, 
causing them to fill with hot 
air, rise ai1d float lligh above 
the park. Twelve lanterns were 
released in all, one for each 

see LIVES page 12 

BY JEFF SINGLETON - I 
was at Woodstock in 1969 and 
the Newpo1t Folk Festival in 
1965 when Bob Dylan "went 
electlic." Not to mention 
dozens of ass01ted "be-ins" on 
the Camb1idge Common and 
Golden Gate Park in San 
Francisco circa 1968. I seri
ously overdosed on that stuff 
and thus now tend to avoid big 
crowds of people having fim. 

Yet when the editors of the 
Montague Reporter asked me 
to cover the third annual 
Twners Falls Pwnpkinfest I 
thought, "no big deal. What's 
a few hundred people looking 
at ptunpkins and eating fried 
dough?" 

Well, all I can say is, "My 
goodness gracious" (to quote 
fo1111er secretaiy of defense 
Donald Rumsfeld). There 
were literally thousands of 
people walking around ( or 
attempting to walk around) 
Avenue A in Turners on 

Saturday, October 20th on a 
late, warm fall afternoon. And, 
yes, there was plenty of fried 
dough, but you could also eat 
Pad Thai, warm home-made 
apple crisp, and even a ve1y 
affordable hamburger. You 
could drink a micro-beer in the 
age-restricted beer pen, or play 
pwnpkin bowling and pwnp
kin golf with the kids. 

Being on duty as ai1 official 
Montague Reporter corre
spondent I opted for the pwnp
kin games. It turns out that 
pwnpkin bowling becomes a 
challenge as the day advances. 
According to the enthusiastic 
volunteer on duty (the games 
were organized by the 
Greenfield Savings Bank), the 
small pwnpkins that serve as 
bowling balls tend to lose their 
shape as the hours pass. That 
didn't seem to matter in my 
case, as I rolled a pe1fect strike 
on the first tiy! 

Eager to farther impress the 

FURBISHING THE A lTENUE 

THE BLACK COW: 
A BURGER BAR 
BY JOHN FURBISH 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Black Cow Burger Bar - the 
first of its kind in Tw11ers Falls 
- is coming to 125 Avenue A, 
fo1mer home ofEqui's Candy 
Store. The Black Cow is 
named after the Angus breed 
of delicious beef, and it will 

0 offer a mouthwatering vai'iety 
ti of burgers and foll-course 
~ meals. There will also be 
~ shakes and standai·d bever-
~ ages on offer, along with beer 
~ and chilled wine for diners 21 
~ and over. 
ffi After five months of 
:I painstaking renovation, pro-
w . . 

pnetor Pam Tierney says her 
new eate1y should be ready to 
open its doors sometime in 
November. (Stay tuned.) 

The tone of the new restau
rant struts outside and above 
the front door with the old 
Equi's sign, now handsomely 
repainted with a portrait of a 
black-and-white cow that has 
a touch of green on its horns, 
along with green lettering. 
The interior space continues 
the black and white color 
theme on the walls and fix
tures, along with green for the 
booths. 

The booths can hold up to 
16 diners, the tables and chairs 
another 16, while ten more can 
take seats on stools at the bai·. 

The enti·ance ai1d rest rooms 
are handicapped-accessible. 

At first, the restaurai1t will 
be open for sit-down dining, 
but soon enough there will be 
take-out for all s01ts of meals, 
along with "bark candies" ai1d 
"tmiles" and hefty, hea1ty 
pow1ds of brown ai1d white 
chocolate. Equi's Cai1dy Store 
may be gone, but clearly not 

various five-year-olds in the 
audience, I twned to pmnpkin 
golf. This sp01t consisted of a 
medimn-range putt with a golf 
ball targeted to a pwnpkin's 
mouth. The putt was pe1fect in 
my humble opinion, but some
how bounced off the raised lip 
and chin of the pwnpkin. It 
didn't seem fair, but I took it in 
stI'ide as yet another bad golf
ing experience. 

So why is the Ptunpkinfest 
so wildly populai·? 

I asked Michael Nelson, 
event organizer par excel
lence. Is there some s01t of 
unknown social-psychological 
pumpkin thing in the Valley 
that needs to be researched? 

Nelson is the Montague 
resident who has organized the 
event for the past three years, 
when he is not busy putting 
together outsized Spring 
Parades on the Hill. He 
seemed a bit perplexed by the 

see PUMPKINFEST pg 6 

forgotten in the Black Cow's 
offerings. 

The Black Cow decor con
tinues with the menu, which is 
also black and white with a 
touch of green. Some people 
will want to go into the Black 
Cow just to grab a soda or 
snack in order to study the del
icacies on the menu at their 
see BLACK COW pg 12 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Down but not Out 

Domino 
My name is Domino, a two-year

old male cat, and my nan1e fits me 
well 'cause I've been knocked down 
a few times in my life. I first came to 
Dakin as a stray from Springfield and 
I've tried a couple homes since then, 
but I just haven't found my perfect 
family yet. I really do like people; 
I'm known for my playful and affec
tionate nature. I can get along just 
fine with other cats, but dogs make 
me very ne1vous and I'd prefer not to 
live with them. If you have room in 
your heart to give a sweet guy anoth
er chance at lasting love, please don't 
wait: come on in and meet me today! 

For more infonnation on adopting 
me, please contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at (413)548-
9898 or via email: info@dpvhs.org. 

I BOTTLES 
&CANS 

Week of October 22nd 
inMontagu 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

now locate at 
20 State Street, 

Buckland side 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing· Patios • Walks 

Walls Installed· Tree Work 
loam • Compost· Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

84 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

'Orb.e :fflontagu.e 
3&.eport.er 

Published weekly on Thm-sday. 
(Every other week in July and August. 

Wednesday paper fourth week of 
November. No paper last week of 

December.) 
PHONE (413)863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address changes 

to 
The Montague Repo1ier 

58 4th Sti·eet 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Tuesday at NOON. 

TI1is newspaper shall not be liable for 
ei1·ors in adve1tisements, but will print 
without charge that pa1t of the advei·
tisement in which an en-or oc,cun-ed. 
The publishers reserve the right to 

refuse adve1tising for any reason and 
to alter copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper, such as 
they are. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Halloween Party 

BY LINDA IDCKMAN and their families are invited to 
TURNERS FALLS - There will attend the free paiiy. There will be 
be a Children's Halloween Party at refreshments, games, prizes and 
the Carnegie Libraiy in Turners arts and crafts. Costumes are 
Falls on Saturday, 10/27 from 10:30 encouraged, but not required. For 
am. to noon. Children of all ages more infonnation, call 863-3214. 

NEW SALEM LIBRARY NEWS 
Uptomlna Spedal Events 

Public Libra1y. The Friends will 
also be providing refreshments for 
the reading. 

October 25, 2012 

Saturday, November 3rd at 2 
p m.: Steve Verney will be at the 
New Salem Public Libraiy to read 
from his new book, The Best of All 
Possible Worlds. For eve1y book 
Steve sells he will give a donation 
to the Friends of the New Salem 

On Sunday, October 28th at 6:30 
p.m., there will be a book discus- ~ 
sion of Cloud Atlas by David ~ 
Mitchell. ~ 

Lunch is a Four-Letter Word 
BYLEEWICKS 
MONTAGUE CENTER - If you 
are about to retire, you'll have no 
problem finding info1mation about 
finances, the technicalities of 
Medicare, and the ten best places 
to live on a fixed income. But, I've 
never seen a single article that 
mentioned lunch. Yes, lunch: the 
meal I could ignore when I was 
working. 

I worked for schools where free 
lunch was offered. How wonderful 
is that? I ate shepherds pie, maca
roni and cheese, tomato soup, and 
chocolate pudding, and put a cou
ple of cookies in my pocket for the 
walk back to my office. My work 
wardrobe is two sizes larger than 
the clothes I now wear. I don't 
regret a single chip or brownie, but 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q: How much water 
should I drink every day? 

First, water intake is a health issue 
that you should discuss with your 
doctor before deciding how much 
you should drink. The amount you 
drink is dependent upon the state of 
your health. 

The simplest answer I could find 
to this ve1y complicated question is 
this: If you aren't thirsty and you pro
duce one to two qua1ts of light yel
low urine daily- the average output 
for an adult - you're probably tak
ing in enough water. 

If you are concerned about your 
water intake, remember that you get 
water from more than just straight 
water. About 80 percent of your total 
water intake is from all beverages, 
which includes soda, coffee ai1d beer. 

I do wish I hadn't developed the 
hot lunch habit. 

My husband, who had to pack a 
lunch or walk around Amherst 
each day hying to figure out what 
to eat and almost always ended up 
with a slice of pizza, is delighted to 
be eating lunch at home. Me? not 
so much. The lunch conversation 
goes like this. 

"Pasta? We've got pesto in the 
freezer." My weight-conscious 
husband says, "We just had pasta 
two nights ago." 

"Tuna?" he suggests. 
Cholesterol-conscious me, replies, 
"I don't want to eat mayonnaise 
after we had eggs for breakfast." 

"Chicken?" We both shake our 
heads. We eat so much chicken 
we're going to sta1t clucking one 
of these days. On a lucky day we 
have leftovers, the very same left
overs that once provided a quick 
and easy dinner. 

If you sta1t to sleep a bit later, 
walk the dogs, and eat breakfast 
after that, then before you tum 
around to plan the day, it's time for 
lunch, and during lunch it is only 
natural to discuss dinner. When 
deep winter comes, I feai· my hus-

see RETIRE page 5 
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C Tired of all those bills? Just toss them in the front yard -

like one tenant at 146 3rd Street did earlier this 111eek! 

THE WENDELL COA FILM SERIES PRESENTS A HALLOWEEN SPECIAL 
"Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein" 

On Stmday, October 28th, at 7:00 
pm., the Wendell Council on Aging 
Film Seri.es presents: "Abbott and 
Costello Meet Frankenstein," free, 
at the Wendell Library. Wilbur Grey 
(Lou Costello) is chased by Count 
Dracula (Bela Lugosi) who wants to 

transplant Chick Young's (Bud 
Abbott's) brain into the skull of 
Frankenstein's Monster. The 
Wolfman (Lon Chaney, Jr.) thwaits 
Dracula's plans, however. Even the 
Invisible Man makes a non-appear
ance in this superb horror comedy. 

Wendell History Presentation 
On Thursday, November 8th, at 7 

pm., at the Wendell Free Libra1y, 
Pam Richardson of the Wendell his
torical society will give a presenta
tion on Wendell's early history 
based on the notes of Thomas 

Sawin, a 19th centmy Wendell resi
dent who planned to write a history 
of the town, but died before he 
could do so. Suppo1ted in part by a 
Wendell Cultural Cotmcil grant." 

MONTAGUE SENIOR CENTER 
Chair Yoaa 

Chair Yoga classes with Jean des, oiling for joints and fim! 
Erlbaum will be held at the People from all towns ai·e invit
Montague Senior Center, 62 5th ed and of all skill levels, including 
Street, Turners Falls, on the follow- folks in wheelchairs. There is a 
ing Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11 :15 suggested donation of $1 for each 
a.m.: October 30th; November 13th, class, pre-registration not required. 
20th, 27th; and December. 4th. For more info, please contact 

These sessions offer a good Robe1ia Potter at (413)863-4500. 
stretch and strengthening for mus- No class on November 6th. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: Occasionally, persistent indigestion 
is caused by a problem in the way 
food moves through the digestive 
tract. 

How Much Water Should I Drink 
You get the remaining 20 percent 
from food. 

The Institute of Medicine, a com
ponent of the National Academy of 
Sciences, advises men to consume 
more thai1 three quaiis of beverages 
daily. The IOM recommends that 
women consume more than two 
quaits of total beverages a day. 

These guidelines are designed for 
nomial health, activity and weather. 
Q. What is Dupuytren 3' contracture? 

At its worst, Dupuytren's 
Contracture can tum a hand into a 
claw because the fascia - the con
nective bands of tissue inside the 
palms - shrink and make the fingers 
curl inward. The condition, in its 
milder form, creates small lumps or 
bai1ds. Dupuytren's Contracture isn't 
usually painful. 

Dupuytren's is more co1mnon in 
older adults, men ai1d whites from 
northern European background. The 
late president Ronald Reagai1 and 
fo1mer British prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher both suffered 
from Dupuytren's. 

This condition is hereditaty. And 
it may be linked to alcoholis111, dia-

betes, epilepsy and smoking. 
It is rare for Dupuytren's to affect 

the thumb and forefinger. Usually, 
the ring finger ai1d pinky feel the 
results. Sometimes, the middle finger 
may be involved. Dupuytren's 
Contracture often affects both hands, 
but usually not equally. 
Q. What causes indigestion? 

Indigestion, or an upset stomach, 
is a general term for discomfo1t in 
your upper abdomen. This discom
fo1t can take the fonn of burning 
stomach pain, nausea, heaitbum, 
bloating, butping and vomiting. 

We all get indigestion occasional
ly; about one in fout· of us gets an 
upset stoinach at some time. But, if 
you are suffering from this condition 
regulai·ly, you should see a doctor. 
Indigestion -also known as "dys
pepsia" - can be the result of some
thing more serious than stuffing 
down a hot dog on the nm. 

Indigestion can be a symptom of 
acid reflux disease, an ulcer, gall
bladder disease or appendicitis. It can 
also be a warning sign for stomach 
cancer, although this is rai·e. Some 
medicines can give you indigestion. 

One of the best tips I have found 
to detennine what causes occasional 
indigestion is keeping a diruy of the 
foods you eat. A friend of mine tried 
this. By analyzing what he ate and 
how he reacted, he figured out that he 
was lactose intolerant. 

Send your questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Keltyn Socquet 

Grade 7 
Kmtis Kuenzel 
Alora Deforge 

Grade 8 
Miguel Russel 

Trick or Treat in Wendell Center 
Wednesday. October 3 I st. 4 p.m. io 7 

Cnme t() Weudell Center nn l 1aum,oen 
ni~ltt for some T rid or r rc,atinl!! 

lh.; TOI, n I lall will be CJp<n for Cider 
:mU OonulS 

frick or Treat ,u, 
Pulice Sta1ion 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - October 29th-November 2nd I .ibrnf) 
Senior C'cn{c,.'r 
'rownOtl1tc$ 

GILL-MONTAGUE 
Senior Center, 62 Fifth Su·eet, 
Turners Falls, is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p m. Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at 
Noon. Meal reservations must be 
made one day in advance by 11 
a.m. The Meal Site Manager is 
Keny Togneri. All fitness classes 
are supported by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voltmta1y donations are accepted. 
Robe1ia Potter is the Council on 
Aging Director. For infom1ation, to 
make meal rese1vations, or to sign 
up for programs call (413) 863-
9357. Leave a message, if the cen
ter is not open. 

Monday, October 29th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, October 30th 
10:30 am. Chair Yoga 
12:00 p.m. Ltmch 
1 :00 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday, October 31st 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 

Thursday, November 1st 
9:00 am. No Tai Chi 
I 0:30 a.m. Brown Bag 
12:00 p.m. Ltmch 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, November 2nd 
I 0:00 a.m. Aerobics 
I 0:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
I :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Senior Center, I Care Drive, 
Eivingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 am. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. Ltmch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with rese1vations required 24 
hours in advance. Call Mealsite 
Manager Rebecca Meuse at ( 413) 
423-3308, for meal information and 
rese1vations. For info1mation, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center Director, 
at (413) 423-3649. Transpo1tation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. Call the 
Center to confum activities, sched
ule a ride, and find out when will be 
the next blood pressure clinic. 

Monday, October 29th 
9:00 am. Fitness Class 
12:30 Quilting 

Tuesday, October 30th 
9:00 a.m Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Brown Bag Program 
12:30 pm Painting 
Wednesday, October 31st 
9:00 a.m. Dance Classes 
10:15 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
12:00 Bingo 
Thursday, November 1st 
9:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Posture Perfect 
Friday, November 2nd 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11:30 am. Out to Ltmch 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays, IO a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 
• Senior Ltmch - Fri.days, 12 pm. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a rese1vation. 
For information, contact the 
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

1 lvusc~ i¼n,und the comm Un 

Wendtll (Ollnl'r) Store 
• l'tit~ ,,tT;.,r,1ing tvol 

NL'\\'S•l<ill~\TISl<hildr<11W~ 
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WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• vVeil-McLain 
! Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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BLIZZARD from page 1 
z ing the high branches. Snow fell 
0 

~ down onto lower branches and set 

local Briefs 
~ off a tree-wide avalanche. The 
z scene was smTeal as the blizzard 
~ whined on, accompanied by an 
.s occasional explosive sound of 
! cracking branches or falling trees 

doorstep by the aftemoon. We 
used our living room as her bed
room and the couch facing the 
fireplace as the bed. Forhmately 
she brought her portable radio that 
apprised us as to how tmly devas
tating the stonn had been, and that 
the resumption of power was days 
off. 

COMPILED BY DON CLEGG -
The Annual Tumers Falls Rag 
Shag ParadE" will be held on 
Halloween on Wednesday, October 
31st, struting with a 5 p m. lineup at 
the Food City parking lot. The 
parade will proceed at 5: 15 p m. 
down Avenue A to the Discove1y 
Center parking lot on 2nd Street, 
where prizes and candy will be 
handed out. All ages are welcome. 

Local businesses and organiza
tions will be inviting costumed 
youngsters into their work places 
with sweet rewards. Look for the 
bright orange pumpkins displayed in 
store front windows or doors as a 
welcome sign. Participating loca
tions sta1t at the town hall and con
tinue down the Avenue to 
Cumberland Fanns. 

The Millers River Watershed 
Council will hold its annual meeting 
at 7 pm. on Thursday, November 
1st, at the Millers River 
Environmental Center, 100 Main 
Street in Athol. The featured presen
ter is Bob Curley, president of the 
newly fo1med No1th Quabbin Trails 
Association (NQTA). Curley devel
oped the Bearsden Renovation 
Project in Athol, and with NQTA has 
been developing the Quabbin
Monadnock (QM) Trail. Curley's 
presentation will focus on the initial 
completion of the Baquag (Millers) 
River Trail, an eight-mile river trail 
from Athol to South Royalston, and 
opportunities for group collabora
tion. The meeting is free. For more 
infonnation, email council@miller
sriver.net or call (978) 248-9491. 

On Sunday, October 28th, from 
10 to 11 a.m., the Leverett 
Congregational Church welcomes 
Mark Hait as an "interfaith guest" 
who will join in conversation with 
pastor Lee Barstow and lead the 
congregation in meditation. Mark 
Hart. is a licensed mental health 
counselor in private practice, the 
guiding teacher for the Bodhirsara 
Dharma Community, on the teach
ing staff of Insight Meditation 
Center of the Pioneer Valley, and a 
religious advisor at Amherst 
College. The church is located 
across from the Leverett post office. 
For more infonnation, contact 

ff._.,~ 
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274 Rt. 2,Gill 
Low Financing Available 

Claudia Gere at (413) 259-1741 or 
Claudia@ClaudiaGere.com. 

The Farren Care Center 
Festival will be held on Saturday, 
November 3rd, at 340 Montague 
City Road, in Montague City from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be over 30 
vendors along with raffles, gift bas
kets, bake sales, a kids' comer, and a 
chance to win an $80 gift ce1tificate 
to 2nd Street Bake1y on 4th Street in 
Turners Falls. A po1tion of the pro
ceeds will benefit the resident fund. 

Our Lady of Peace women's 
group will hold their annual Dove of 
Peace Christmas Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 3rd, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p m. at Our Lady of Peace 
Church, 90 7th Street in Turners 
Falls. There will be homemade 
crafts, a raffle table, a lai·ge vai-iety 
of baked goods including home
made apple pies, homemade meat 
pies, attic treasures, a children's 
room, Cht-istmas ite1ns, gift baskets 
and more. 

The Turners Falls football team 
improved to a record of five wins 
and just two losses with a 45-6 win 
againstAthol on October 19th. Ryan 
Wtlder joined the 1,000-yai·d rush
ing club with a 5 touchdown and a 
290 yai·d perfo1mance. 

TFHS takes on a tough opponent 
at home against Mohawk High 
School on Friday, October 26th, 
with a 7 p.m. kick-off. 

Send local briefs to reporter
local@montaguema.net. 

Happy Birthday, 
Joann! 

~ 
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- some close, and others on the 
distant hill. 

Every few minutes the sky 
would light up into a dull, gray
blue and then flicker out. This was 
probably lightning above the 
dense snow clouds, so thick they 
muffled the thunder and tumed it 
to a low growl. By 1 :30 a.m. I had 
done as much as I could and 
retumed to the warmth of the 
house. 

Sometime after that the power 
went off, for our clock had 
stopped at 2: 13 a.m. when we 
awoke. 

Morning brought clea1· skies 
and a magical winter landscape: 
everything was blanketed with 
over a foot of glinunering snow. A 
silence prevailed: no snow plows, 
no cars, no bird sounds. As some 
neighbors ventured out to discuss 
their lack of electricity and the 
downed trees, the extent of the 
damage was becoming apparent. 

As the morning wore on, the 
whine of chain saws filled the air. 
Camp Road was completely sealed 
off by fallen trees and electrical 
lines dangling from their poles 
awaiting the incautious walker. So 
it was when I knocked on Elaine 
Barkin's door, noting the doorbell 
didn't ring. 

Elaine was in her favorite chair, 
in the sun, covered with a quilt. 
Although the room temperah1re 
had fallen to 50 degrees, she was 
determined to stick it out. She'd 
get by and at night bunow under 
her quilts. 

I thought differently, pointing 
out her lack of electricity, lights, 
cook stove, fridge and heat, and 
urged her to come down to our 
house where we had wood heat 
and gas for cooking. Then the 
phone rang - it worked - and her 
trusty, reliable daughter from the 
Washington D.C. suburbs phoned 
with an evacuation plan to get 
Elaine to safety. Tickets on 
Southwest were booked and a 
room near the airport reserved. 
The only problem was there were 
no roads out of Leverett, and 
Bradley Airpo1t was closed. 

So Elaine gathered up her items 
of necessity and arrived on our 
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So life with Elaine began, and 
what a remarkable time we had. 
Snow was gathered in containers 
and placed in the fridge to keep it 
cool. Melted snow provided drink
ing water, since the electric pump 
was off. A fireplace and wood 
stove kept us cozy, and the gas 
stove delivered delicious dinners 
by candlelight. 

At some point Elaine remem
bered she had sht·imp, a special 
bread, and sweet potatoes in her 
fridge, so we returned to her 
home, rescued them and ate partic
ularly well that night. 

Whether breakfast or dinner, 
we told stories to each other, 
chuckling over how life had treat
ed us. Elaine is full to the brim 
with information, so there was 
never a dull moment. We leamed 
how as a young girl she had been 
driven to the Met in a limo once a 
month to hear the cunent opera, 
how she attended camp on Lake 
Sebago in Maine, dated handsome 
young men in Provincetown, took 
her son to a renowned orthopedist 
in Ge1many, and so on. 

By Day 4, while Amherst 
basked in electricity, Leverett was 
still in the dark. The town, howev
er, had set up an emergency center 
in the elementa1y school where 
some slept over and many more 
came to eat dinners. 

Word went out that Les Allen, a 
former cook, had secured a huge 
roast beef from Stop and Shop and 
was preparing it for the last supper 
served at the school. So we loaded 
into the car and joined the congre
gation of townspeople, all too 
eager to see other faces and share 
their version of hardship. 

By Day 6, power was returning 
to Long Hill Road, and although 
we had no lights they could be 
seen next to Elaine's house. So, in 
a celebrato1y mood, Elaine took us 
out to dinner to her favorite 
restaurant. On our rehirn, filled 
with enthusiasm that she could 
return home the next day, we 
stopped by her house to hnn up 
the heat and h1111 on the lights. 

Well, that was a disaster. As we 
flicked the switches, lights would 
either give off a faint biue iight or 
become incredibly intense and 
blow out. Having done this four or 
five times, we turned off the 
breaker switi:-h ?.!!d u1?.Lk:~d 0l!t 
into the dark. Apparently the 110-
volt line to the house was severed 
anA 1t Ut'>C" 1•oro~,:r~ng ")"){) units 
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The whole saga ended after ten 
days, and Elaine was finally 
reunited with her beloved home. 
Once again, throughout the ordeal, 
in a situation that would have 
cracked most mortals m1der 98 
years old, she laughed it off. Well, 
she did get a bit imperious with 
the phone and heating companies, 
once or five times. Her daughter 
Amy evenh1ally was able to fly in 
and took charge of replacing the 
blown out items, and peace was 
restored. 

That's the saga of the Great 
Hallowe'en Blizzard of 2011 and 
the indefatigable good spirit of 
Elaine Barkin of Leverett's Long 
Hill Road. Happy Birthday Elaine, 
and don't let 100 years get in your 
way! 

- With love and admiration, 
Brooke and Shirley Thomas 
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Supremely High Stakes 
BY MARGE BAKER 
WASHINGTON D.C. - The rights 
of working families across 
America hang in the balance this 
Election Day. The future of laws 
protecting working people - our 
right to safe working conditions, to 
organize, and to sue employers 
who have discriminated against us 
- will depend on who we elect. 

But when it comes to workers' 
rights, some of the most influential 
government officials we'll be vot
ing for are ones whose names don't 
achraUy appear on the ballot. Either 
Barack Obama or Mitt Romney 
will nominate Supreme Comt jus
tices - as many as three - over the 
next four years. 

Those men and women, serving 
lifetime appointments, have a pro
found impact on our nation's laws 
for a generation. Ronald Reagan's 
administration ended a qua1ter cen
huy ago, but two of the Supreme 
Court justices he nominated, 
Antonin Scalia and Anthony 
Kelllledy, continue to fo1m the core 
of a 5-4 majority that consistently 
twists the law to favor big corpora
tions over the rights of individuals. 

That 5-4 majority could be 
reversed if Obama has a chance to 
name our next Supreme Comt jus
tices. He's already put Sonia 
Sotomayor and Elena Kagan on the 
Comt, and they are exactly the kind 
of judges we need on the nation's 
highest comt. Both of them have a 
clear collllnitment to our rights 
Ullder the Constitution, and a deep 
Ullderstanding of the impact of the 
law on the daily lives of 
Americans. 

In contrast, Mitt Romney has 
said he would nominate justices 
like Scalia and his fellow pro-cor
porate justices Samuel Alito, 
Clarence Thomas, and John 
Robe1ts. In case after case, they 
have confotmded logic, ignored or 
ovem1led precedent, and ignored 
the plain meaning of laws in order 
to mle in favor of the powerful and 
against ordinary Americans, espe
cially workers. 

It was Romney's model justices 

who notoriously told Lilly 
Ledbetter - and every other woman 
who discovered her employer had 
for years been illegally paying her 
less than her male cmmte1parts -
that they couldn't sue for compen
sation for all those years of dis
crimination. These are the same 
justices who tossed out a nation
wide class-action discrimination 
lawsuit on behalf of 1.5 million 
women employees of Walmart who 
had shown they were victims of 
systemic illegal discrimination. 

They misinterpreted language in 
the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967 to make 
it harder for victims of discrimina
tion to win in comt, giving it a dif
ferent meaning from identical lan
guage in the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 

But perhaps the most astonish
ing of their 5-4 rulings against 
working people came earlier this 
year, in a case called Knox v. SEIU. 
Romney's model justices made up 
a mle that makes it much harder for 
public sector muons to raise the 
dues they need to effectively advo
cate on behalf of workers - and 
they did so even though neither 
paity in the case even asked them 
to consider the issue. 

Eve1y American deserves their 
day in comt. That is pa1t of the 
American ideal of justice, and it is 
embedded in our Constitution. But 
that "day in comt" becomes noth
ing more than a charade if the 
judge mles against you on the basis 
of something you never even had a 
chance to argue. 

Over the next 20-30 years, the 
Supreme Comt will decide muner
ous cases involving the rights of 
workers. These cases will affect 
working Americans all over the 
cmmtry. If Mitt Romney has a 
chance to put his stamp on the 
Court, it will be bad news for 
working people long after he leaves 
office. 

Marge Baker is the e,xecutive 
vice president of People for the 
American W~y. This article first 
appeared in Other Words. 
(Other Words. org). 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

A Question for the Gardener's Companion 
Thanks for your helpful gardening 

advice. Several months ago, you 
mentioned using hydrogen peroxide 
to clean soil of tomato blight spores. I 
need to know how to proceed, as it's 

time to do it. 
Should the peroxide be diluted 

with water? In what propo1tions? 
Would it be better to leave the cleaned 
soil exposed or covered with mulch? 

I am anxious to hear from you, 
can't wait to read all about it in the 
Reporter. 

- Doe Brousseau 
Wendell 

The Gardener Responds: Dealing with Tomato Blight 
This writer asks about treatments 

for tomato blight. 
Unfortlmately, wlule this beautiful 

fmit is often easily grown, tomatoes 
are also prey to many kinds of dis
ease. Tomato blight, P infestans, 
appeared in New England gai·dens in 
2009 causing widespread crop loss. 
This airbome disease is the same one 
winch caused the great Potato 
Fanune in Ireland. 

Tomato blight is characterized by 
concentric circles or lesions on the 
leaf It is highly contagious, although 
some gardeners have repotted suc
cess using a fungicide applied direct-

ly to the plant when symptoms first 
appear. Generally, however, infected 
plants throughout the plot should be 
pulled and destroyed. In future sea
sons, tomatoes should not be planted 
in the san1e spot again, althougl1 it 
can be used for non-vining, tmsus
ceptible plants. 

Some yeai·s ago we tried hydro
gen peroxide to treat Fusarium wilt. 
Tlus is a soil borne fungus character
ized by the dramatic collapse of oth
erwise healthy plants. The ftmgus 
grows in the conducting vessels of 
the plant and effectively blocks the 
absorption of water. 

We applied generous an1otmts of 
full-strength hydrogen peroxide, 
covered the ai·ea with black plastic, 
and let the soil bake for an entire sea
son. Since then we have successfully 
grown tomatoes in this plot. 

Good luck to tlus gardener! 
- Leslie Brown 
Montague City 

Leslie Brown writes the 
Gardeners Companion column in 
the Montague Repo1ter. Send your 
gardening questions to her care of 
the Montague Reporter, 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376; or 
reporter@montaguema.net. 

Honor the Memory of George McGovern: Vote for Peace 
George McGovem, to me, repre

sents the high point of the 
Democratic Paity, and the sanity of 
peace and justice. His loss to Nixon, 
rather than being viewed as a step 
toward a peace-inclined United 
States, was taken by the political 
kingmakers as practically a total 
repudiation of pacifism and idealism 
in electoral politics, despite the con
tinued bloody qtragmire ofVietnam. 

By this mentality, a policy that 
fails in one election is shtumed pret
ty much from that time fo1ward, 
regardless of its merit. Yet 
McGovern stands tall in histo1y, 
Nixon doesn't. 

As I think about it, there's a dis
tmbing parallel as we focus on the 
race between Obama and Romney 
today: both of them hold out the 
threat of war with, for example, Iran. 

Our own Jill Stein (Green-Rainbow 
Paity) is the George McGovern of 
this election, the one who would lead 
toward the 'sane' asylmn. There's 
really no plausible reason in 
Massachusetts, which is going to go 
for Obama anyway, not to vote for 
Jill Stein. 

- Jonathan von Ranson 
Wendell 

After the last presidential debate, here is what your neighbors had to say the next day. 

Troy Santerre, Millers Falls 
Obama won last night. Hej better 

spoken, and he doesn i' interrupt all the 
time like Romney. 

I'm votingfor Obama, and the debate 
didni' change my mind. 

Lina Roberge, Montague 
I did watch it. I'm for Obama and I 
think he did well I like the way he 

speaks. I like the things he says. 
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John Suhl, Greenfield 
I saw it Neither of them won this one 

- the other hvo were all Romnry. 

Donna Scopa, Turners Falls 
I saw it and Obama won. I doni' feel 
Romnry lost bad!J, but Obama had 

some better point,s and Romnry was at 
a disadvantage on foreign affairs since he 

has no experience. 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERS~ 
fflontaguc itc,portcr 

58 4th Street 
TurnersD 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Sandy Facto, Turners Falls 
Obama won. He has done a lot more 
than people think. I'll take him any-

time. The other one will real!J hurt us -
the poor and middle class. Hej alreat!J 
talking about decreasing taxes on the 

rich and raising taxes for the rest of us. 

Mason Bourbeau, Gill, with 
daughter, Madison Virginia 
I satv it, and I doni' think America 

1110n. I love this country; itj the greatest 
in the world, but therej no one human 
being who can make the kind of change 
we need. We need a superhero. We need 

to call in Superman at this point. 
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NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SElECTBOARD 
Roberts King Hired 
at Leverett Highway 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - Jennifer 
Roberts King has been hired as the 
new trnck driver and laborer at the 
Leverett highway department, filling 
a recent opening left when Kyle 
Wetherby resigned. Of the six candi
dates who applied for the job, 
Roberts King was the most qualified, 
according to selectboard chair and 
hiring committee member Rich 
Brazeau, who joined the rest of the 
selectboard in welcoming Robe1ts 
King to the depa1tment on Tuesday 
night. 

"I feel Jen will be a benefit to our 
depa1tment and the town generally," 
said highway supe1intendent Will 
Stratford. 

Over the summer, Robe1ts King 
applied for an earlier posting at the 
highway depaitment, when another 
trnck driver/laborer position held by 
Matt Boucher became available. 
During her interview for that eai·lier 
posting, Robe1ts King claimed she 
had been asked whether she might be 
found shopping at the Holyoke Mall 
rather than ready to head into work in 
the event of an imminent snowstonn. 

When word of this got ai·otmd, 
more than a dozen people showed up 
at the selectboard meeting on August 

14th to support Robe1ts King and to 
hear the selectboard answer criticism 
of gender bias in hiring for the high
way department. 

Stratford con.finned this week that 
since he began working for the high
way deprutment in Leverett in 1985, 
there has never been a woman hired 
as a full-time worker - although, he 
said, at least one woman had been 
hired for pait-time summer highway 
help. 

When the second buck 
driver/laborer position was posted in 
September, the entire selectboard 
chose to sit on the hiring committee 
that interviewed Robe1ts King and 
five other applicants. 

On Monday, Robe1ts King, who 
has ten years of experience working 
for her father, Richie Robe1ts, in his 
excavating business, is farniliru· with 
operating heavy equipment, and has 
also plowed snow for the state, raised 
a question about conflict of interest, 
since her father also works for the 
town on a con.ti-act basis. 

The selectboard recommended 
that Robe1ts King fill out a disclosure 
fo1m with the town clerk and take an 
online state ethics quiz, but othenvise 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 
Town Funds May Be Required 
to Repair Cumby Building Roof 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - On 
Monday, the Montague selectboard 
will consider the need to make 
emergency repairs to the roof of 
the former Cumberland Fam1s 
building at the comer of Avenue A 
and 2nd Street. Town meeting in 
May approved spending $32,000 
to make those repairs, after voting 
to disallow spending that money to 
demolish the building. 

The building, which is owned 
by the Montague Economic 
Development Industrial 
Corporation (MEDIC), has been 
mostly vacant for the last few 
years. It has recently been the 
focus of an effort by Montague 
Community Cable, Inc. (MCCI), in 
association with the Turners Falls 
RiverCulture project and the 
Montague Business Association, to 
purchase the building for a nomi
nal fee and renovate it into a new 
cable access TV station, with room 
for offices for RiverCulture and 
the MBA. 

On Monday, Kristi Bodin, clerk 
of the board of the MCCI directors, 
told the selectboard her organiza
tion had hoped to begin work on 
the renovation of the building by 
September, after MEDIC voted to 
authorize a purchase and sale 
agreement with MCCI for the for
mer Cumberland Farms building 
on August 1st. But shifting mem
bership on the MEDIC board, and 
concerns raised by fonner member 
Roy Rosenblatt about pa1ticulars 

of state law governing economic 
industrial corporations - which are 
supposed to operate only in indus
trial zones and to ti·ansfer property 
only for industrial purposes - have 
led to a long delay in finalizing the 
purchase and sale of the building. 

"They [MEDIC) haven't been 
able to act at all," Bodin told the 
selectboard on Monday, "because 
they haven't had a quorum. One 
board member questioned their 
ability to enter into this ti·ansaction 
with us, even though town cotmsel 
has been drafting the purchase and 
sale." Now, Bodin said, "There is 
no way we will be into that build
ing by winter at this rate. We'd still 
like to rehab the building and fix 
the roof, but obviously we can't do 
anything until we own it." 

And the building's roof may not 
make it through another winter. 
MCCI board president Michael 
Muller had assured town meeting 
in May that the cable access corpo
ration had secured the financing 
needed to take the burden of 
repairing the building off the tax
payers of Montague. But those 
assurances were based on the 
assumption that MEDIC would 
transfer ownership of the prope1ty 
at the beginning of September as 
planned. 

Interviewed by phone this 
week, Muller said, "We wanted to 
have the keys by October 1st 
because we were wonied about the 

see MONTAGUE page 10 
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HEIGH SCJHI[][]l 
1• Skeleton Crew Returns this Halloween 

HlilGllHIUIGlJHrJS 
BY TEAGAN FELTON 
LINNELL - If you attended the 
Pumpkin Fest in Turners Falls last 
weekend, you may have spotted a 
large orai1ge creature roaming about 
in the crowd. It was more than likely 
Williain, the friendly troll. He is just 
one of the tmusual characters in 
Skeleton Crew Theater. There are 
many more life-sized puppets like 
Williain to enjoy at this year's show, 
coming right up this weekend at 
Camp Kee-Wanee in Greenfield. 

Skeleton Crew is half theater, half 
scavenger htmt, and all interactive. It 
includes many supernatural critters, 
such as talking trees, witches, and 
skeletons, all of which either help or 
hinder the spectators' journey. 
However, the show is more spooky 
than sca1y. It has a graceful eeriness 
that isn't like the gore and ho1rnr you 
expect to see at hatmted houses or 

RETIRE from page 2 

band and I will only have a few 
hours of daylight when we are not 
eating or discussing our next meal. 

Then there's the schedule, or lack 
thereof. "When do you want to eat; 
what ai·e your plans for the day?" 
Plans? Maybe our daughter will 
need some help with the kids. 
Maybe I'll go to the gym. The bath
room needs to be cleaned, but it's a 
gorgeous day. Perhaps we should go 
for a 1ide and pick some apples, or 
clean up the leaves, or go grocery 
shopping. We're flying to consoli
date flips to town, to save gas, which 
is now more than four-dollars a gal
lon, and also to have some respect 
for the enviromnent, but this daily 
negotiation and all this togetherness 
is tticky. 

Sometimes I meet a friend for 
hmch, but eating out is expensive 
and feels wasteful when our meat 
and vegetable CSAs have packed 
fiidge and freezer with local organic 
food. Also, if I'm meeting a friend, 
and my husband says I'll drop you 
off and shop while you eat; how 
long will you be? I chafe at having a 
schedule. What if my friend and I 
want to linger while he drives 
ai·otmd with milk spoiling in the car? 

So we find a recipe for all the 
root vegetables we picked up last 
week. But those gleruning vegeta
bles need to be washed, peeled, 
chopped, and roasted. The onions 
and garlic get sauteed in oil, then 
mixed with the vegetables. We need 
1ice. We need to heat the stock, and 
put some of this mixture into the 
blender. The kitchen soon becomes 
a mess. The dogs, who didn't know 
about hmch tmtil we both retired, 
sta1t pacing. Don't they always eat 
when we eat? Eventually one of us 
gives in and pours a little kibble in 

hayrides. It has family-friendly 
appeal. 

Skeleton Crew was created by 
Turners Falls High School video 
teacher Jonathan Chappell, staiting 
with homemade Hallowe'en decora
tions, and has been developed over 
the years into a magnificent 
Hallowe'en adventure. In recent 
years, the show has benefited from 
the help of numerous high school 
students, most of whom volunteer 
their after school and weekend time 
to prepare for the big weekend show. 

This year, the students have been 
working hard to improve the show 
even more, along with introducing 
new puppets. High school volunteer 
Michael Whiteman, a junior, said, "I 
like Skeleton Crew because it's a 
Hallowe'en sto1y come to life, and I 
just like how everyone enjoys it. It's 
not the saine story eve1y time. It all 
depends on the choices the group 
makes." 

Whiteman plays one of the 
Greebles - the audience's aides who 
walk along with the group through
out the show to help whenever spec
tators get stuck on riddles or tasks. 

their bowls. 
The bags of dog food we haul 

home are going fast. Lola is looking 
a little fat. We need to clean the yai·d 
waste more often. I picture us - two 
people and two dogs - as greedy 
food processing units, and wonder 
why this one additional meal has 
had such an impact. 

One voice inside me says, "Enjoy 
your lovely life and this beautiful 
food; it's not as though you'd be 
inventing cold fusion if you weren't 
cooking and eating." Another voice 
says, "You're eating again. Isn't 
there more to life?" And that's one 
of the many challenges in learning 
to retire. You have to decide which 
voice you want to listen to. You have 
to seek the balancing point between 
relaxation and effo1t, expectation 
and disappointment, ambition and 
self-acceptance. Which is one rea
son I'm taking yoga classes, but 
that's another sto1y. 

Tmthfully, hmch is not a burden 
every day. Sometimes a simple salad 
will do, and it is nice to sit down 
together and talk about stuff, though 
long-manied people have to work to 

Tyler Richardson, another vohmteer, 
added, "My favorite pa1t is watching 
the people go through the show." 
Richru·dson is also a jtmior at Turners 
Falls High School, and plays the role 
of the show-goers' silent guide on the 
trail, called the Seer. 

You can come see the spooky nm 
at the Hallowe'en Haivest Festival at 
Cainp Kee-Wanee, off Leyden Road 
in Greenfield, on October 27th and 
28th. Unlike last yeai·, there \\ill be 
two trails - one for day shows, ai1d 
one for night. The Ha1vest Festival 
features other fall family fun, includ
ing music, food, pumpkin caiving, 
hayrides, and free activities. Ticket 
prices for Skeleton Crew shows ai·e 
$7 for adults, $5 for children under 
12, and free for children under 5. For 
both the Skeleton Crew Theater 
show ai1d the Hallowe'en Haivest 
Festival, tickets ai·e $15 for adults, 
and $10 for kids under 12. For more 
infonnation on ticket prices and dis
counts for Skeleton Crew Theater 
ai1d the Halloween Haivest Festival, 
visit www.skeletoncrewtheater.com 

Teagan Felton Linnell is a junior 
at Iitmers Falls High School. 

find subjects they haven't ah-eady 
talked to death. The real issue for 
couples who retire together is nego
tiating this 24/7 unst111ctured life. 
It's a negotiation that needs to be 
learned in the same way you learned 
to juggle competing needs in the 
early days of your maniage. It's not 
a natural state that you fall into 
when the first Medicru·e card ai1ives 
in the mail. If I live as long as my 
mother, I will be retired for much 
longer than I worked. If we make it 
to 90, my husband and I will have 
9,125 more hmches to plan and eat. 

I am mindful that this is a prob
lem of p1ivilege. Some people will 
need to work tmtil they die. Some 
people will have to find ways to 
make their Meals on Wheels lunch 
sti·etch for dinner. Statistics indicate 
that women outlive men, and if that 
is flue for me, I will someday find 
myself alone at the table, missing 
every one of these food-filled days. 
Meanwhile, this jomney contains 
surprising challenges. Lunch is, at 
the moment, the most obvi-
ous. II 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE WlNDEll POUCE lOG 
Motor Vehicle Accidents & Report of Lost Hiker 

ft:idAy, 9/07 
3:00 a.m. Report of possible 
stolen car from Locke Hill 
Rd. resident. Person declined 
to press clw:ges when car 
returned. 
Scurday. 9 /22 
I I :04 p.m. Report of minor 
motorcycle accident on 
Lockes Village Rd. Gone on 
arrival. 
Wednesday, 9/26 
7:00 p.m. House alarm on 
Jennison Rd. All OK on 
arrival. 

Sunday. 9 /30 
7:50 a.m. Building alarm at 
Ruggles Pond State building. 
Accidentally set off by 
enlployee. 
Thuaday, 10/04 
9:10 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident at intersection of 
Lockes Village and Locke 
Hill Rd. Driver transport.eel 
to UMass Medical in 
Worcester, by Orange ambu
lance. 
llmPday, IO/II 
8:50 a.m. Motor vehicle 

accident report.eel on Lockes 
Village Rd. Accident hap
pened seven how:s prior to 
reporting. No injuries. 
4.06 p.m. Report of lost 
hiker in State Forest off of 
Jerusalem Rd. Hiker walked 
out on Mormon Hollow Rd. 
approximately 2 hours later. 
AllOK 
nn-Lty, 10/18 
I0:56 p.m. Motorcycle acci
dent at intersection of West 
St. and Montague Rd. No 
injuries. 

The Shedsmith Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor Custom Made with 

Local Timber 
Sheds and Chicken Coops 

Buy Locally 

Todd Muller 
41S-'i'i5-S5'i5 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs • Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

B1yan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

111 
Aboaf t-Face 
Computer Solutions .ADIATOR = • 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT ~QI · T/Je Best Hiding 
J , . ,.,,,,,,, hi Tow• 

lh+IIMdllri+U-·iPWM 
Simons & Simons 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Tmners Falls 
( 413) 77 4-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

161 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 
(413) 863-5447 

Full Service Repairs, Network 
Setup & Repair, Sales! 

www.about-faoeoomput.ers.com 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

Foreign and Domestic 
ropane Route 2, Gil 
illing 863-4049 1-800-439-404 . .· 
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PUMPKINFEST from pg 1 
question, but agreed with the prem
ise. 

My theory is that this is an 
extremely family-friendly event that 
does not break the bank. Good food 
at very affordable prices; games for 
the kids; and even a beer for mom or 
dad. And there is something left in 
your pocket at the end. Families are 
always on the lookout for this s01t of 
thing. It gets you away from the tel
evision set. One family can consist 
of four or more individuals, so there 

is a multiplier effect, leading to wild 
but not entirely implausible esti
mates of 10,000 people strolling 
down Avenue A, inspecting a few 
hundred very elaborately carved jack 
o'lanterns. 

By 10 p.m., it was all over. 
Nelson and his volunteer staff stayed 
until 2 a.m. cleaning up. "I refuse to 
leave until it is spotless," he said. 
The next morning, the vendors were 
gone, the pumpkins were on their 
way to Greenfield for composting, 
and Avenue A was ... well,AvenueA 
on a Sunday morning: quiet, 

Please shop locally 

Support 
$tlontaguc llcportcr 

advertisers 

The first year, "we were absolute
ly floored by the number of people," 
he told me. "It took my breath 
away." Nelson emphasized adve1tis
ing and the large number of vendors. 
"People put it on their calendar a 
year in advance." 

While pondering these issues, I 
suddenly noticed it was dark. The 
moon had appeared; the pumpkins 
glowed in the night; the crowd was 
rapidly evaporating. 

with a kind of lonesome Ill 
beauty. IIB 
LEVERETT from page 5 
said there should be no problem in 
this regard since she will not be in a 
supe1visory position at the highway 
depa1tment. 

Brazeau told her, "If you ever 
think a situation might be a conflict 
of interest, talk to Will." 

Robe1ts King will start in her new 
job, at $15.50 an hour, as soon as the 
results of a physical exam are avail
able. 

Tell them you saw it in the Montague 
Repo1ter! 

and town boards trained to use them, 
in a timely fashion. 

Administrative assessor Steve 
Schmidt came before the boai·d for a 
tax classification hearing. 
Unsurprisingly, the board decided to 
keep a single tax rate for residential 
and commercial uses in town. 

Schmidt said Leverett property 
taxpayers are 96% residential. He 
said, "We're projecting a tax rate of 
$18.67," per thousand dollai·s of val
uation, up 5% or 90 cents from last 
yeai·'s rate of $17. 77 per thousand. 

Schmidt said the increase was due 
to the town's budgeta1y need for 
more tax revenue. 

He added, "There has been essen
tially no change in [property] values." 

The Massachusetts Depa1tment 
of Revenue must sign off on the tax 
rate before the town can mail out tax 
bills, but Schmidt said he foresaw 
no holdup in that happening soon. 

COURTESY OF 

Thom Masterton, a No1th 
Leverett Road resident who is deal
ing with the issue of hearing loss, has 
for the past year been working with 
the selectboard to determine what 
type of assisted listening devices 
would best se1ve the town to make 
public meetings at the town hall, 
libraiy and elementary school acces
sible for residents with impaired 
hearing. After testing nmnerous 
devices and technologies, the board 
seems close to settling on a method 
where microphones will captme the 
som1d of people speaking at public 
meetings and transmit it to an ampli
fier, which will allow hard ofheaiing 
residents to pick up the amplified 
discussion through wireless head
phones . 

Town administrator Ma1jorie 
McGinnis expressed satisfaction 
with work recently pe1fo1med by 
Montague Center machinist Ted 
Almand, who cleaned and repaired 
the mechanism of the town's single, 
hand-cranked ballot box, putting it 
in good working order just in time 
for the national and state elections 
coming up on November 6th. 

East Solar 
.. . going Green 1s easy While the selectboard is still try

ing to dete1mine the best micro
phones to use for the new systelil, the 
board hopes the assisted-listening 
devices will be in place soon at those 
three locations, along with instmc
tions to all town boards on how to 
use them. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

While residents will be hanging 
on results with bated breath that 
night to hear· which major candidate 
ekes out a vict01y in town - Bai-ack 
Obama or Jill Stein - and to find out 
what role third-party dark horse 
Mitt Romney will play in that con
test, at least there is no fear of hang
ing ballots, or hanging chads, gum
ming up the works in 
Leverett. 

VIASSACHUSETTS 
CLEAN ENERGY 
CENTER 

Qr:d Jn/111r:011. CRrnOfm 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
'-l1'3-£:6•J.,)7'}6 • Gerijohn,0111>Rt·altor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS /Cerlifled Resident/JI SpedalisQ 
Onl} 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigiru, desigrution. 
Toe CRS is my oodge of ex!XJrlileand 1001 s.iietd ot 
mu,ance. Put iour trust in the best to get the job done. 
\ \lhtther bJying selling or referrrig, al111Jy1 choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS 'l(1 ~rot~ el tlf"'.'1/<'f!M,. 

6 French King Hwy., G' 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

T11c~i11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seroin9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f LrnH~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza. 

woodfired pizzeria 

RIZE 
MASS 

AION,AGVE 

"I have a ve1y emotional attach
ment to this issue," said Maste1ton. 
''This issue meai1s complete isola
tion for me." 

He urged the selectboard to work 
harder to get the systems in place, 

QUALI1Y CLEANING 
& Restoration 

Power Washing House Cleaning 
Sewer Back-Up Water Damage 
Window Cleaning Home Repairs 
MoJd Remediation Fire Damage 
Home & Office Cleaning Painting 

LEAGUES FORMING! GROUP BOWLING! 
OPEN BOWLING! 

Going bowling at the French King Bowling 
Center ia alway, a good time. Great pizza, 

drinka, gamet, friends and fun ... and of couree 

GREAT BOWLING!" -Lmy Zarcone 

.)$il 1ii'l:~!..Z. , 
._Professional Pain~3· U'.l,..~1 ·' . ,. .· 

Contractor -

ing Western Mass 
• ' I.: - - • .a 

from Avenue A" . -~~-t;:. '.•.-.':, ·N\ -... 
. • www.couturebros.com • ' ·1 ;: ' ~.' '. _ 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

1urnen "F1tffr fJiztlf 1/oure 
Family Owned & Operated 
Saving 1l1mers Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Aigi;, Family & Stnff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnersfaHsplZZa.com 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2.481 

-------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

No POWER? No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield ~ 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

More Clubs, and a New Nurse 
Westfield. 

The district has had a policy of 
trying to maintain good special 
education programs within the dis
trict, because this helps students 
stay connected with their school 
community and saves the district 
money in out of district placement 
costs. 

said she was in favor of the pro
gram, and liked that it would help 
keep students in the district, in the 
community where they now attend 
school. She called it "very forward 
thinking." 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -
Members of the Gill-Montague 
school committee approved a job 
description and rate of pay for 
club advisors for new after-school 
clubs on Tuesday, as requested by 
Turners Falls High School princi
pal Patricia Gardner. The vote, 
approved unanimously, supports 
five new clubs, with a generic job 
description that will be adapted for 
individual positions for club advi
sors. 

Joyce Phillips, school commit
tee chair, recommended the pay be 
the same as other club advisors 
cmTently employed by the district, 
at an annual rate of $720 for this 
school year. Interim superinten
dent Mark Prince suggested com
bining the Ultimate Frisbee and 
Outing Club under one advisor, 
but Emily Monosson, addressing 
the school committee, said she felt 
these two clubs require different 
skill sets. 

Prince addressed the matter of 
budget choices to fund the addi-

Gill-Montague Announces 
Recipients of John and 

Abigail Adams Scholarships 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE -
The Gill-Montague Regional 
School District has announced the 
names of students in the Class of 
2013 who have been awarded the 
John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship. Recipients become 
eligible for the scholarship based 
on their high acadernic achieve
ment on MCAS tests. 

The John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship provides a tuition 
waiver for up to eight semesters of 
undergraduate education at a 
Massachusetts state college or mli
versity. Massachusetts public high 
school students become eligible for 
the scholarship when they score at 
the Advanced and Proficient levels 
on grade 10 MCAS tests in English 
Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics, and have combined 
scores that place them in the top 
25% of students in the graduating 
class in their district. 

The winners are: Alyssa Adams, 
Shawn Englehardt, Summer 
Forest-Bulley, Marjorie Gallagher, 
Alexander Interlande, Troy 
Langknecht, Brendan LeDoyt, 
Brandon Leno is, Jonathan 
Marguet, Brooke Martineau, 
Timothy Meyer, Garrett Reipold, 
Christian Sawicki, Olivia Tardie, 
Nala Vaughn, Tyler Whipple, Ryan 
Wilder, and Isabelle Zantouliadis. 

Interim Superintendent Mark 
Prince and Gill-Montague school 
committee members congratulated 
recipients at their meeting on 
Tuesday, October 23rd. A fonnal 
awards ceremony was held at 
Turners Falls High School on 
Thursday, October 25th. 

Fine used and 
antiquarian books, 

ephemera, antiquarian 
maps, smalls and more 

'

li-Jiilifff Jlfi 
•ii ~ 

Bookseilers 
Friday - Monday, 

and by chance 
(413) 625-6622 
1 Deerfield Ave., 
Shelburne Falls 

Under tbe red awning, 
across from tbe Potholes 

www.sbelbu111efallsbooks.com 

CHRISTINA'S 
RESTAURANT 

413-422-1161 
20 French King Hwy, Rt 2 Erving 

Italian Entrees! Piz.za! 
Appeti2ers! Salads! 
Soups! Grinders! 

Desserts! Caoooli! 
Tuesdays-Sundays 4-9pm 

tional clubs. He expects this to be 
decided as soon as Gar·dner, who 
has been out sick, returns. Parent 
Stacy Langknecht asked when the 
school can expect the process to 
move forward. She and Monosson, 
both members of the school coun
cil, expressed a strong desire to 
get the clubs up and mnning as 
soon as possible. 

Prince said that as soon as the 
funding decisions are made, the 
jobs descriptions will be posted. 
The clubs approved are Culture 
through Cooking, Ultimate 
Frisbee, Glee, Outing and Dance 
Team. 

Prince presented a request to 
the school committee for addition
al nursing staff. There are four 
nurses ctmently working at the 
school district. Prince said he felt 
this was not sufficient. Two of the 
nurses cover Turners Falls High 
School, Great Falls Middle School 
and Gill Elementar·y School. One 
nurse works full-time at the high 
school, and the other splits her 
time between the middle school 
and Gill Elementary. Since the 

middle school and higl1 school 
share one building, the district 
hoped this amom1t of nursing cov
erage would be adequate. But 
Prince said in talking to the nurs
ing staff and seeing how busy the 
nurses are, he has concluded at 
least another part-time nurse is 
needed. Prince believes the district 
should proceed to hire full-time 
nurses in every school in the dis
trict in next year's budget. The 
school committee approved his 
request unanimously. 

Special education director 
Walter Solzak presented a propos
al to the school committee for a 
new teaching position addressing 
the needs of language based learn
ing disabled students. He said 
there are three students cunently 
enrolled in the district who require 
these services. Solzak said devel
oping a program within the district 
to address the needs of these stu
dents would avoid out-of-district 
placements that could potentially 
cost $40,000 to $50,000 per stu
dent. He said the closest location 
for such programs at this time is in 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Rabid Animals 

Wednesday. 10/17 
6:35 a.m. Suspicious activi
ty in area of Grist Mill. 
Officer checked; checked 

out okay. 
2:00 p.m. Officer requested 

to Main Road residence for 
rabid fox. 

Thwday, 10/18 
I0:05 a.m. Suspicious 
motor vehicle on Mt. 

Hermon Campus; same 
checked okay. 
II:IS a.m. Larceny report 
filed for past breaking and 
entering on Lamplighter 

Way. 
4:15 p.m. Rabid raccoon 
reported at residence on 
French King Highway. 
5:50 p.m. Rabid skunk 

reported at residence on 

Munns Ferry Road. 

8:00 p.m. Responded to a 
sick person call from a 
Walnut Street residence. 

company. 

3:45 p.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police depart
ment with arrest on Route 

Friday, 10/19 2. 
9:30 a.m. Officer requested Monday, 10/22 
to assist with dome.stic sit
uation on Center Road. 

5:IS p.m. Animal com
plaint on Grout Road. 
Animals located. 

9:50 p.m. Alarm so,mding 
at Blake Hall. 

Sauday. 10/20 
9:00 a.m. Officer located 

4:30 a.m. Officer respond
ed to report of a man on 
the ground at the Mobil 
Station; same transported. 
Tuesday, 10/23 
8:50 a.m. Cows in the 

roadway on Main Road; 
same returned to fenced 
area. 

motor vehicle off roadway 3:20 p.m. Loose dog locat
on Ben Hale Road; ed on North Cross Road; 
removed same. owner located. 

II:45 a.m. Main Road res- 5:IS p.m. Assisted Erving 
ident reported police department with 
annoying/harassing phone motor vehicle stop on 
calls from a credit card Lester Street. 

FALL YARD 
CLEANUP 

ARTSCAPE 
I..ANDSCAPE 
Save Time & Your Back 

& Money with ART! 

413-834-7001 

Solzak said the program would 
be highly structured and aimed at 
young children who exhibit 
deficits in oral expression and 
reading comprehension, and diffi
culty with verbal expression of 
new ideas. He recommends start
ing students early, between 2nd 
and 5th grades, to improve their 
ability to succeed academically as 
they mature. Solzak said the new 
in-district program could possibly 
be expanded to students in sur
rounding districts. 

In the discussion that followed, 
amid the support expressed for 
Solzak's proposal, concern was 
expressed by some members. 
Sandra Brown of Gill raised a 
question of the cost of hiring 
another teacher. She said she was 
concerned they would not be able 
to afford an 

A motion was brougl1t for the 
school committee to vote on the 
proposal, but after the discussion 
they agreed to table the matter and 
bring it back for a vote at the next 
school committee meeting on 
November 13th. 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 
Please email: reporter
poems@montag uema.net 
for consideration in the 
monthly Poetry Page. 
Include 25-word bio. Poems 
may also be posted to 
Montague Reporter, 58 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. 

No prior experience 
necessary, as a poet. 

additional 
nurse, a priority 
for her. She 
also pointed 
out the district 
does not have a 
program for 
gifted and tal
ented students, 
and said the 
district should 
serve all stu
dents. 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

Michael 
Langknecht, of 
Montague, said 
he felt he need
ed more infor
mation on the 
costs of the 
program, but 
that he was 
generally sup
portive of the 
idea. Jane 
Oakes of Gill - . 
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Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Auto Accident 
Insurance Accepted 

50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 
Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTlON 
SUPPLY CO. INC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace P1·oducts 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
wood, gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy to choose the right unit 
to suit your lifestyle. 

lvw,.v.shanahansupply.com 
529 S. Main St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 X142 • HOME: 413-863-4568 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Q,~ u,cd.-C"'·, & Tru..,;k, SLrt.Ce 19'>7 

'12 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 
GLS All power, 

Only 3,900 miles 
Price Reduced 

$17,250 

'06 SUBARU FORESTER 
XPREMIUM 

AWD, All Power, 
Sun Roof, Heated 
Seats, only 84K 

1998-2007 
TOYOTA COROLLAS 

r _ -~. Starting at 53,995 

6~ 
No Doc or Title Fees! 

REALTY 
Big enough to deliver, 
small enough to care! 

MOVING 
Boxes & Packing Materials 
U-Haul Rentals & Movers 

SELF STORAGE 
Best Rates in the Valley! 

74 Mohawk Trail 
Greenfield, MA 

774-2331 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

Geothermal Problems 
Persist at New Senior Center 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SPECIAL TOWN MERING 

Wendell Passes Stretch Building Code, 
in Hope of Green Community Status 

BY KATIE NOLAN - As a 
new heating season starts, 
the new senior and commu
nity center that opened last 
December still has problems 
with its geothe1mal heating 
and cooling system. 

At its September 10th 
meeting, the selectboard 
decided to notify Western 
Surety, the bonding compa
ny that insured contractor 
MCM USA's performance 
on the project, to infonn 
them that MCM did not 
complete the building proj
ect in accordance with its 
contract with the town. 

At the October 23rd 
selectboard meeting, town 
counsel Donna MacNicol 
told the board Western 
Surety replied with "a typi
cal surety company letter," 
asking for full documenta
tion of the problem. 

The board instmcted 
town administrator Tom 
Sharp to provide the docu-
mentation to Western 
Surety. In addition, 
MacNicol said the town 
should formally tenninate 
MCM USA and inform the 
surety company of this 
action in order to "fre.e up 
the retainage." 

The retainage money is 
about $11,000, withheld 
from payments to MCM 
USA until the town agrees 
the building has been com
pleted to its satisfaction. 
The retainage would then be 
available to help pay for fix
ing the geothe1mal system. 

Selectboard member 
Margaret Sullivan said some 
Council on Aging members 
were concerned about heat
ing the building this winter 
if the geothermal system is 
not fixed. 

Selectboard chair Eugene 
Klepadlo replied the center 
has a backup propane heat
ing system. 

Sullivan reported she will 
meet with Union 28 super
intendent Joan Wickman, 
director of finance and oper
ations Michael Kociela, and 
treasurers from other U28 
towns to work on an agree-

ment for apportioning pay
ments for employee and 
retiree benefits. 

Providing benefits to 
U28 employees and retirees 
has been contentious for the 
five U28 towns (Erving, 
Leverett, New Salem, 
Shutesbury, and Wendell), 
because the cuffent benefits 
package for shared U2 8 
employees is set by the 
package for the "lead town," 
the town with the most stu
dents enrolled. 

Erving, the lead town, 
offers more generous bene
fits for town employees than 
do other towns in U28. 

Recently enacted state 
legislation allows the U28 
towns to pay employee and 
retiree benefits "in amounts 
propo1tionate to the benefits 
offered by each town to 
municipal employees and 
retirees." 

Sullivan said, 
"Hopefully, an agreement 
can be finalized," and ready 
for signature by the October 
29th selectboard meeting. 

Town clerk Richard 
Newton reported recent 
state legislation requires 
dog license fees to be set not 
by the dog's gender, but 
whether or not it is "intact". 
The state law also requires a 
higher fee for an intact ani
mal. 

"We are out of compli
ance," Newton noted. 

Erving currently charges 
$3 per year to license a male 
or spayed female dog, and 
$6 for an unspayed female. 
Newton estimated that it 
costs his office approxi
mately $3 to provide an 
annual dog license. He rec
ommended a change to $10 
per year for an intact dog 
and $5 per year for a dog 
that has been altered. 

Newton told the board 
the cuffent fees are "hard
coded" into the town bylaws 
and suggested changing the 
bylaw at the next town 
meeting to allow the select
board to set dog license 
fees. He said this would be 
"good to do by December, 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

Contact us for info on our Radio City Music Hall Bus Trip 
November 17th, 2012 

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

&,am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SReS, CBR Olfice: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: l413) 83•·4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: l413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

beds on 1 @corneas!.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Greenlfeld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Gre.u AnilrKlal P..:artne, 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEM6ERFDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

when the new dog tags 
come in." 

"We have money to 
lend," Alan Singer, business 
lending director at Franklin 
County Community 
Development Corporation 
(CDC), told the selectboard. 
He encouraged the board to 
publicize that CDC loans 
are available for business 
start-ups and businesses 
interested in expansion. 

Klepadlo reported he had 
attended the October 16th 
school committee meeting 
to recommend creating sub
committees for the school 
regionalization planning 
collllnittee, and found the 
school committee agreeable 
to the idea. 

He said a call for volun
teers for regionalization 
subcommittee members 
would be publicized in the 
December issue of the 
Around Town newsletter 
and on the local public 
access cable channel. 

Sullivan was selected to 
be the selectboard's point 
person for the agreement 
between Erving and the 
town of Montague on their 
joint use of the Ervingside 
wastewater treatment plant, 
which treats wastewater 
from the Montague side of 
Millers Falls in addition to 
the Erving side of Millers. 
Montague pays Erving 
based on the amount of 
water flow from Montague 
into the plant. 

Sharp repo1ted that the 
Montague selectboard had 
appointed Mark Fairbrother 
as their representative. 
Sullivan and Fairbrother 
will meet on November 5th. 

The scheduled package 
store liquor license hearing 
requested by Erik Semb at 
the new convenience store 
on Route 2 was cancelled, 
because abutters had not 
been properly notified. 

The board decided to 
schedule a new hearing once 
Semb supplies complete 
abutter information. 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
On Thursday, October 18th, 
20 Wendell voters passed the 
entire special town meeting 
wan·ant in just one hour. The 
selectboard scheduled the 
town meeting in mid-October 
so several a1ticles necessary 
for the town to apply for 
Massachusetts Green 
Cormnunity status could be 
passed in time for energy com
mittee chair Nan 
Riebschlaeger to complete the 
state application process by 
the end of October. 

Town moderator Kathy 
Becker was not available, so 
moderating the meeting was 
left to her capable deputy, 
Kate Nolan. 

There were a few articles 
that did not relate to the Green 
Communities process. 

Alticle One would have 
changed the name of the east 
section of Old Farley Road to 
Millers Road, to avoid the 
confosion resulting from the 
fact that the two ends of Old 
Farley Road are passable for 
vehicles, but the middle pait of 
the road is not. Following 
ainendments offered by resi
dent Dale Kowacki, the road 
was renamed Blue Heron 
Road, ai1d the east section of 
the road was defined as the 
section connecting to Erving's 
AI-ch Street bridge. 

Alticle Two transfeffed 
$1700 remaining in the Fiske 
Pond dam inspection account 
to the Fiske Pond stewai·dship 
fund. Alticle Three took 

$176.96 out of stabilization to 
pay an assessors' bill from a 
prior year. 

The remaining a1ticles 
were in preparation for the 
Green Communities applica
tion. Article 4 created defini
tions for small-scale solai· 
installations, under 10 kilo
watts, large scale installations, 
between 10 kilowatts and 2 
megawatts and covering 10 
acres or less, and extra large 
solar installations covering 
more thai1 10 acres and gener
ating more than 2 megawatts. 

Article 5 allowed small
scale, home size solar installa
tions by right of ownership, 
and allowed large ai1d extra 
large installations with a site 
plan review by the planning 
board instead of requiring a 
special pennit, a more cum
bersome process. Article 6 
gave criteria for the site plan 
reviews required in Alticle 5, 
including setbacks, lighting, 
signage, safety, maintenance, 
wetland concerns, monitoring, 
repo1ting and decommission
ing. 

Alticle 7 added an associ
ate member to the zoning 
board of appeals, to fill in 
when a regular member can
not serve because of absence 
or conflict of interest. Article 8 
added an associate member to 
the planning boai·d. 

Article 9 established the 
"stretch building code" for 
new constmction, and was the 
only aiticle that drew dissent
ing votes. It needed a two-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Arson, Burglaries and Larcenies 

Tuesday, 10/16 Turners Falls Police arrested at 

thirds majority, and passed 16 
to 3. 

Fo1mer Belche1town 
selectboard member Jim 
Bai1y, now a Green 
Co1mrnmities spokesperson 
for the state Depaitment of 
Energy Resources (DOER), 
stood before the meeting and 
explained some of the details 
of the stretch code. 

He said the stretch code's 
impact would be on new con
stmction, especially commer
cial constmction. Asked by 
finance committee member 
Michael Idoine how the 
stretch code would affect an 
owner builder, Bany said it 
would add about $3,000 to the 
cost of an average home for 
extra inspections of insulation, 
and a final blow test of the 
whole house to find leaks. 

Asked by energy commit
tee member Betsy Ames about 
alternative constmction meth
ods, like straw bale, or 
ratmned ea1th construction, 
Bany said they were not pre
cluded, but he did not elabo
rate. Bany said the code to 
which a building must con
fonn is the code that is in place 
when the building pennit is 
taken out, and the town could 
set the date when the stretch 
code begins to take effect. At 
Riebschlaeger 's suggestion 
voters accepted the stretch 
code, beginning July 1st 2013. 

If Wendell is accepted as a 
Green Community, the town is 
eligible for energy conse1va
tion grants up to $125,000. 

speeding, failure to stop 
for police, operating to 
endanger, and a marked 
lanes violation. 

1:58 p.m. Burglary report- Department. 
ed at.,ourth Street. Thunday, 10/18 

charged with domestic 
assault and battery. 

7:55 .m. 

5:23 p.m. Larceny invest:i- I I :44 a.111. Larceny 
gated at-econd Street. reported at ■Avenue A. 
6:28 p.m. B~lary invest:i- 1:52 p.m. Hit and nm 
gated at ~ipley Road. reported in the Rite Aid 
Wednesday, 10/17 parking lot, 240 Avenue 
2:00 a.111. Arson reported A. 
and investigated at ■ L Ftiday, 10/19 
Street. 10:13 a.111. ■Burglary 
2:51 p.m. Assault report- reported at Second 
ed at Turners Falls High Street. 
School. 9:05 p.m. Vandalism 
10:26 reported on H Street. 

, Satucday. 10/11) 
arreste on warrant at e 12:04 p.m. -

6:30 p.m. Hit and run 

reported at - Third 
Street. 
10:53 p.m. Burglary 

reported at - Masonic 
Avenue. 
Sund.y. 10/21 
I 0:22 a.m. Larceny 
reported at -Vladish 
Avenue. 
5:10 .m. 

arreste on warrant at er 
home. 
ll:20 p.m. Hit and nm 
reported near L and Third 
Streets. 

Momday. 10/22 
5:29 e1. Burglary report
ed at-Fifth Street. 
Tuesc:lay, 10/23 
7:02 a.111. Burglary report
ed at Unity Park Field 
House. 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

qissance IB:iiders 
OEalitp, ereftsmanship. ©riginal Gflwuglzt 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

u .::w ;_;..., Brion R. Son Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving t11e A,ea for ave, 25 years Certified• Bonded• lnsur,•r.l 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

23 Mon1ag\Je s1r.,e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Bvvper 290-1162 

863-2471 
fqx 863-8022 

Matthew Edward!i 
Certified Aroorist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lirt • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability; 

WWW.MATIEDWAROSTR.Et.COM ,1L 
Wendell, MA w/' ~--

Serving Hampshire And franklin Courilie§."'\· ~.t~ 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-to\>"1.l location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebY(orks.com 

Ci\ rina 's Uniquities, Frivolities & 
JV ' Unnecessariums 

:Nooft 
art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.rom 
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The editors would like to thank the following for their generous financial underwriting of The Poetry Page: 

Klondike Sound, Green Fields Market, Dr. Robert Koolkin, 
Montague Dental Arts, Carlin Barton, and Michael Muller 

Readers are invited to send poems to the Montague 
Reporter at 58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376; or 
email us your poetry at reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

Daybreak 

Bitter winds lower their voice 
easing the draught 
to an icy caress 
that cajoles and soothes my candle flame. 
Though weighted down like chiseled stone, 
I harken to the frigid breath 
of loquacious guests 
hissing through fissures 
to drown feeble prayer with irreverent 

chatter 
and summon unwanted images down from 

my rafter. 
I won my last argument with the querulous 

winds, 
let them lean on my door and beg to come 

in. 
My fingers are gnarled from winter's hold 
like the hard knuckled branch tap-tapping 
my pane with accusation and scold. 
I gaze like rheumy sphinx 
at my small square of sky 
where it meets the dark crest 
of mountain high 
and sense my eternity, soon cradled there, 
between streaks of gold 
and the bleeding away of dawn's crushed 

rose. 
o faithful companion 
I've spilt barrels of wine 
to now seek your forgiveness will not 

straighten my spine. 
My regrets meld and sink to a reptile's 

crawl 
still yearning for resurrection come 

morning's thaw. 

Contributors' Notes: 

- Gini Brown 
Berkeley, CA 

You must not want to see everything. 

Hope is a chemical. 
A scream that can't be heard sober. 
That you must be adjusted, 
obliterated to discriminate 
the miracle from its chains, 
its ignited silence, its sorrow 

taken to mud 
as camouflage, or a tawny light 
the color of lions 
Sad enough we forbid the sale 
to anyone walking naked 
to reconcile the angles 
wrecked in a chest. 
We give in to them so they'll go away 
because we're scared , holding in 

Thirty odd years behind my eye, 
does it admit a stink 
like torture made in faraway places. 
Don't we become unreadable 
when we cease to remember melting 
surrounds us? 

Something in me wants to know -
If we believe a sun's simpling acid 
mediating the weak gravity of joy 
could evaporate a spit smeared deep in a face 

it is one less light I want to understand. 

The more we know whats in us 
The more difficult it is to remain calm. 

We sleep at night because we have to. 

- Brian Foley 
Northampton 
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It is difficult to get the news from poems yet men die 

miserably every day for lack of what is found there. 

The Moon 

Totem 

To this day: 
wood-stacked: come: 
doubled over: from: 
the slug: and heaven 
screws: 

I say: gratitude: 
for the detour: I say: 
gratitude: 

for lights: 
dark hunting: to amaze: 
for: grease: set to gather: 
a chance: to slip: 

come: old breathe: 
bored: of sighs: lure back: 
the you: swung away: 
upon sway: I say: 

gratitude: to 
rumble: a friend: say: 
gratitude: to wood: ready: 
for the ways: to be 
not there: 

- Brian Foley 
Northampton 

I walked up to the bright moon. A seriously good 
start I will never get over. I will never strip the 
story down to its barest language. I trust you 
know how peaceful it is to hear the door unlock. 
Finally, someone is coming for you. Then and 
now you can say as many words as you'd like. 
You can pretend like this is not a game, but then 
you'll be complicit in the greatest cover-up man 
has ever perpetrated. Perfect people are really 
remarkable, but I'm just moored on the moon, 
not one of them. If you ever think of this con
versation later, don't remind me I admitted this. 
I will not hate anyone until I die. I'm joking in 
the sense that God is the worst, but be true, 
God. You have all my thoughts, but I have all the 
responsibility. 

- Seth Landman 
Northampton 

- William Carlos Williams 

Poetry Page edited by Christopher 
Sawyer-Laucanno 

design by Claudia Wells 

Gothic Logic 

It's on these thick gray nights that 
I find myself slipping off, 
Deeper and deeper into myself. 
Deeper into sorrow and deeper 
into the truth. 

The fog assisted by drizzle hides 
the world through my window. 
I become dark, hypnotized by my 
own heart slowing, 
Softer and softer until I am lost in 
that sweet buzz of nothing. 

And then it's the same every time. 
I look up and see all the ancient 

monuments 
Gray and cracked and untended. 
I hear the voices of the unknown 
and long for their company 
But it's all away from my reach, 
behind the gate ... the fence 
I cannot look into its design, 

infinitely detailed, 
a puzzle, a trap. 

You can lose your way looking into 
that gate, and then 
The light; I can see the light ... 
No, it's a car passing by my 

window, 
Shattered into a thousand million 
pieces by the drizzle. 

Perhaps one step closer now, 
Gothic Logic - I'm on to you. 

- Joshua Puchalski 
Millers Falls 

GtnIT Brown IJ'eCalls her early yeaIT'S lliil Moliiltague from her llilome In Berkeley, 
Califroliilia 

I 
(Greying Ghost, 2012) tt TOTEM, whicli won tlie 2011 E~uinox CliaP.l>oolt Conte 
and is fortffcoming from Fact-Simile ei:titions. Witli E.B. Gooi:tale, lie runs rave 
Men Press. 

Setllu LandUililan's first book, Sign You Were Mistaken, will be out in 2013 from 
Factory Hollow Press. He lives in Northampton, Massachusetts. Joshua Puchalski lives and loves in Millers Falls witll llis wife l!aura, wlio 

together. wot·k-,as owners of 2nci Street Baking Co. (on 4tli street), in il'urner: . lli'ian Foley is the author of several chapbooks including Going Attractions 
I 
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Greenfield, MA 01302 
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CHEVROt.ET 

Avalanche Colorado Sttburban Tahoe ~ulnox Traverse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

EDL 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
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Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 
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• Qllilring $.,pplic• • Pottcm~ • C,,licos • N,:,(ions 
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Greenfield 
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180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
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SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 

Main Road, Gill 
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Old Depot Gardens 
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DOLAN & DbtiL\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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Hartnett Plumbing 
Woter Healers, Drain Cleaning, 
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Serving all of Franklin County 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

f 
15. 

Motor Vehicle Adventures: Cars vs. Turkeys, Flat Tires, 
Sleeping Drivers, Locks and Tow Trucks 

Tuesday, 10/16 tion; report taken. in vehicle; all set. 

ll:30 a.m. 9ll misdial from 9:40 p.m. Disabled motor 5:05 p.m. Motor vehicle 

Northfield Road; confirmed vehicle on East Main Street. crash on Rout.e 2 at bypass; 

no problems. Assist.ed to move off road- car vs. nu:lrey. 

2:40 p.m. Dog complaint at way; not a hazard. 7 :28 p.m. Report of lost 

Pratt Street. 9:45 p.m. Report of subject hikers in Farley Ledges. 

in dark clothing riding a bicy- Subjects locat.ed. 

cle on Route 2. Unable to Sunday, 10/21 
locat.e. 12:56 a.m. Suspicious per-

Friday, 10/19 sons at Usher Plant. Checked 

rant. 4:13 p.m. 9ll call from a on same. 

5:30 p.m. Officer assist.ed Prospect Street residence; 8:00 a.m. Report of male 

individual at Weatherheads fo,md to be a phone problem. subject in vehicle sleeping 

convenience store who was Saturday, 10/2/J near paper mill in bad loca

lodred out of a motor vdu- 12:00 a.m. Suspicious male tion. Subject gone upon 

cle. subject walking in Pratt arrival. 

Th=clay, 10/18 Street area. Checked on same. 5:22 p.m. Suspicious person 

2:45 p.m. Dog complaint on 3:00 a.m. Disabled motor taking pictures on North 

French King Highway; vehicle on Rout.e 63 north- Street. Report taken. 

advised owner to license. bound. Flat tire. Monday, 10/22 
4:40 p.m. Possible breaking 3:30 a.m. Suspicious motor 7:00 p.111. Parked motor 

& ent.ering at residence on vehicle in Weatherheads park- veducle towed from River 

High Street. Under investiga- ing lot. Subject taking a nap Road. Was a hazard. 

• 

~ 

MONTAGUE from page 5 
weather and that there will be snow 
on the ground. Ifwe can get the keys 
in the next few weeks, and we can 
get Berkshire East to mn a line, then 
I think we can still secure the build
ing. But if they delay long enough 
and suddenly we have a blizzard, 
who knows?" 

Muller added, "We've been tty
ing for over a year and a half to get 
in there, and we still want to get in 
there. But we can only do what we 
can do. Hopefully the building won't 
collapse in the meantime." 

Bodin said on Monday, "Maybe 
it is time for the town to do what it 
needs to do to fix the roof. The EDIC 
board is in a ten'ible state of flux." 

Town manager Frank 
Abbondanzio assured Bodin that 
town counsel and town planner 
Walter Ramsey had both looked into 
the matter, with Ramsey contacting 
the official at the state Deprutment 
of Housing and Community 
Development who oversees EDICs, 

JIOA1TAGUE ENERGY CORNER 
1 Montague's Spookily 

Good Solar Deal 
0

~ I Ends on Hallowe'en 
KAREN -sON ,uusTRAnON final questions answered and 
BY SALLY PICK - Don't miss make a decision before the pro
out on the good deal Montague 
residents and businesses can get 
for solar photovoltaics (PV). Treat 
yourself to low cost PV before 
Sola.rize Montague ends on 
Hallowe'en. And, no more tt·icks 
from the Mass Clean Energy 
Center extending the deadline 
again; October 31st is the drop 
dead cutoff date to be part of this 
community program to bring 
affordable PV to our town. 
Honest! 

Clmently, prices are 5 percent 
below the starting prices for the 
Solarize Montague program, at 
Tier 3, with 82.4 kilowatts (kWs). 
If enough people sign contt·acts 
before the deadline, we may reach 
Tier 4 prices, which are 10 percent 
lower for eve1yone getting PV 
through the program! 

If you're ready to commit, you 
can bring your contract and 
deposit (not applicable if leasing) 
to Ask Solarize at the safety com
plex on Tuesday, October 30th, 
between 6:30 to 8 p.m. Or get your 

and all had given assurances that the 
MEDIC boru·d was "fully autho11zed 
to act" in the sale of the building. 
"EDICs got special legislative dis
pensation to do Het'itage Parks," said 
Abbondanzio - and the fo1mer 
Cumberland Farms building is situ
ated on the grounds of what was first 
planned to be a Het'itage Park, and 
later became the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. 

Just this year, the state transfened 
ownership of the former 
Cumberland Fam1S building back to 
the MEDIC boru·d, with the stipula
tion that an end use compatible with 
the Discove1y Center be found for 
the building. 

Meanwhile, the town building 
inspector and boru·d of health have 
ordered the MEDIC boru·d to reme
diate conditions, including a leaking 
roof, that have created mold in the 
interior of the building. 

Selectboru·d member Pat Allen 
said Monday, "We need to go ahead 
and get bids in," to repair the roof at 
the fonner Cumberland Frums. 

The board will discuss the matter 
ftuther at their meeting on Monday, 
October 29th. 

Looking ahead to that meeting, 
town planner Walter Ramsey said, 
"We got sidetracked with these legal 
issues over the la.st few months. We 
have three new board members on 
MEDIC, and we need to bt'ing them 
up to speed. On Monday, I've sched
uled and posted a joint meeting of 
the selectboru·d and MEDIC, and 
MCCI will be there too. I'm hoping 
with all the pruiies in the room, we'll 

gram turns into a pumpkin the 
next day, on Hallowe'en. 
Eve1yone in Montague who has 
explored solar through the 
Solarize Montague program and 
who is greening their home or 
business tluough other energy sav
ing ideas like the Mass Save pro
gram, is invited to Ask Solarize to 
celebrate the deeper greening of 
our community. We'll have Bart's 
ice cream and a few free Solarize 
t-shirts, while supplies last. 

If you want to sign a contt·act 
before the deadline, contact 
NorthEast Solar at (413) 247-
6045. For information about 
Solarize Montague, go to www. 
SolarizeMass.com/Montague, or 
contact me, the community solar 
coach, at (413) 559-7257. Solarize 
Mass is a partnership between the 
town of Montague, the 
Massachusetts Clean Energy 
Center, the Department of Energy 
Resources, and the selected 
installer, Nottheast Solar Design 
Associates. 

come together and resolve the issues 
before winter." 

In other business, the board gave 
approval to a request from 
RiverCultme director Lisa Davol 
and Shop Western Mass coordina
tors Lynn Nichols and Don Kmger 
to use the soon-to-be-empty 
Hallmark Galleiy on the first floor of 
the Colle Building, 85 Avenue A, to 
house a coopei·ative a1tisans' holiday 
gift shop for November and 
December. 

"At least dm'ing the holiday sea
son, it will give the feeling the cen
ter of downtown is vibrant and 
there's shopping activity going on 
there," commented Abbondanzio. 

The board approved a 
Massachusetts Endangered Species 
Act review, to be performed by 
River Bluff Realty, for a small sec
tion of an eight-acre pru·cel ofland in 
the Airpo1t Industt'ial Pru·k, to cleru· 
the way for Atlantic Golf and Turf to 
build a 32,000 squru·e foot ware
house on the last large undeveloped 
parcel remaining in that park. 
Abbondanzio said the company, 
which is ah'eady a tenant at the pru·k, 
has offered about $130,000 for the 
site, which is now in the eru·ly per
mitting stages. 

The board waived the building 
pennit fee for work plrumed by the 
Lake Pleasant Village Association to 
repair the Bridge of Names, a nearby 
histo11c bell tower, and other village 
improvements. 

"Lake Pleasant doesn't ask us for 

~In. much," commented II 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 
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SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 

2SMill=FallsRo: 1z ,S' (413) 863-4331 
www.pllnc.co111 Turners F-alls. MA 01376 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

-

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
I 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- -.._,. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

flRECISION 
J:¥ \ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill, MA 01354 

POLISH, ITAUAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
OpeM 10:30AM-3:00 PM Daily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@ TF Bridge 
863-9991 

• ~®11'$0111l©l~8Z~ P®!i 
M@ITTroors©JI$ 

• C~©Jy/S1k>1111@ S~wi~pfttw1r@ 
• P@W®rry 

• ~1111® Amt D1rawnng$ 01111~ 

~08111l1ro1111@$ 
TELEPHONE 413.863-9499 BY CHANCE OR 
www.signedinstone.com APPOINTMENT. 

65 CAtw. STREET• TURNERS fAUS, MA 01376 

t? PtTrR UJATrRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f k\:.~:-978-544-6534 WP~iell 

-~.-~-~-~-~-r.aiiii:"'\-~ 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 
£XC£11£NC£ IN 

TR££ CAR£ 

Pn1ald&llldllt 
Pra1rams lnllallle 

Clll fur DelallS 

~ 

Air CandltllRIIII 
S8nlce& 

llllblllllon '1Pl'',II I. 

540 Northlleld Rd., Bernardston 
-www.countryoil.com 

l-800-321-9992 
4 L3-648-9912 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURN'S LAWN CARE 

Spodall:dng in oil MpOm ol Lown a,rJ l>,opwty Moiiml,01'ltt.t.. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn Care to Us" 
ROJldential & Cammmial • lullv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27th 

ALL THE TIME: 

EVERY TUESDAY 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

LOCAL EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25th 

Visitor Center at Tavern Hall, Historic 
Deerfield: Demonstration of Made-by-Hand 
Trades of the Past Paper Marbling with 
Regina and Dan St. John. 10:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Museum admission: $12 adults, $5 
youth; under 6 free .. 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: The 
Metropolitan Opera presents Verdi's Otello 
live in HD. 12:55 p.m. $24 / $13 students. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 

The Millers Falls Library Club: Free after 2nd Congregational Church, Town Common 
school program. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Court Square, Greenfield: presentation by 

Teaching Creatures Presents: Live Animal 
Program - Animal Defenses! Come meet 
several live animals who have evolved 
unique adaptations for defending them
selves against predators. 1 to 2 p.m. Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Free 

Texas Hold 'em Poker tournament, with 
cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and their families 
are invited to come enjoy stories, crafts, 
music, activities and snacks. 10:15 to 11 :30 
a.m. 

Avenue A, Turners Falls: Great Falls 
Farmers Market, 2 to 6 p.m. Last market of 
the season on 10/31 - don't miss it1 

Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 9 
p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and Movement 
with Tom Carroll and Laurie Davidson. 
Children and their caregivers are invited. 10 
to 11 a.m. Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Open 
Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 pm. 

ART SHOWS: 

NOW through OCTOBER 28th 

Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: ·Eleven· 
- work by Hallmark Institute of Photography 
October 2012 Graduating Class. 

NOW through NOVEMBER 29th 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Photographs by John Grabill. 

NOW through December 12th 

LOOT, Turners Falls: Separated at Birth -
paintings and installations by artists Cathe 
Janke and Stephen Cahill. 

Occupy Franklin County. 7 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls Patty 
Carpenter, jazz blues vocals, guitar, violin. 8 
p.m. Free. 

Montague Bookmill: Via/Mire, a four-piece 
with cello, trombone, reed organ, synthesiz
er, vocals, and guitar. 8 p.m. $. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl, blues, jazz. 
8 to 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26th 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Discovery Hour: "Where in the Wild?: 
Camouflaged Creatures Concealed ... and 

Montague Grange: Gender Role Free 
Contra Dance. Evening Dance with caller 
and band. Please wear soft-soled non
street shoes to protect the wooden dance 
floor. Beginners welcome. 7 to 10 p.m. $ 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Old Town Hall, 
Wendell: Music: U'I Beedee & the Dao-Rites 
to benefit the Community Network for 
Children. 730 p.m. $6-$15. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Allysen 
Callery (indie folk) with special guest Anna 
Coogan (Americana country roots). 7:30 
p.m. 

The Arts 
Block Cafe, 
Greenfield: 
J o h n 
Sheldon 

' and Blue 
Streak, 
unique 
combina
tion of rock, 
jazz, blues, 
and Middle 
Eastern 
grooves. 8 
p.m. $10, 

-=--'""" $15 at Tim deChristopher is a sculptor who works primari!J in stone and door. 
steel His 1vork is deep!J rooted in the tradition of architectural The Shea 

stonework, masonry and sculpture with a contemporary sensibility. T h e a t e r, 
Stories in Stone opens at the Hampden Gallery on October 28th Tu r n er s 

Revealed." This month's story, "Where in Falls: Country Players present Rocky Horror 
the Wild," will help us learn about some ani- Show. 8 p.m. $15/$20/$25. 
mals that are experts at hiding' Touchable Deja Brew, Wendell: Halloween Costume 
artifacts, stories, games, and art1 10:30 to Party. Dedicated to Delilah, BO's pop rock & 
11:10 a.m. ballads. 9 p.m. to midnight. 
The Brick House, Turners Falls Bingo. 6 to 
8p.m. 

Camp Kee Wanee, 1 Health Camp Rd., 
Greenfield: Skeleton Crew Theater, outdoor 
event. Wear boots/sneakers and cold 
weather clothing. 6 to 9:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Rupert 
Wates, singer/ songwriter. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett Anderson, 
renegade blues. 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Deadman's 
Party-Happy Hour Burlesque (electronica, 
burlesque). 9:30 p.m. $5. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Black 
Diamond Band, country & rock. 9:30 p.m. 

The Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Fenibo 12-
piece Afrobeat Band. 9:30 p.m. $ 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Country 
Players present Rocky Horror Show. 
Midnight. $15/$20/$25. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Diamondstones Halloween! 9:30 p.m. Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Halloween Party with 91 North, classic rock. 
9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28th 

Camp Kee Wanee, 1 Health Camp Rd, 
Greenfield: Harvest Festival. Family friendly 
festival to benefit the camp and local non
profits. Vendors, food, music, theater, kids 
activities and more. Saturday music: Jeff 
Martell, Savannah and the Deliberators, and 
local Wendell Pink Floyd cover band, Crazy 
Diamond. Sunday Music: Tim Warren from 
Alternate Routes, Kevin Jones, and Haven? 
a Clue. Festival hours: 12 to 9:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Celtic 
Session. Musicians of all levels can sit in 
and perform traditional Irish music. 10:30 
a.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Turning 
Plates, alt. classical jazz rock. 2 p.m. 

Hampden Gallery, Umass, Amherst: 
Opening reception, stories Set in Stone, 
Sculpture by Tim deChristopher. 2 to 4 p.m. 

New Salem Public Library: book discussion, 
Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell. 6:30 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library Halloween Special 
Movie, Abbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein. Wilbur Grey (Lou Costello) is 
chased by Count Dracula (Bela Lugosi), 
who wants to transplant Chick Young's (Bud 
Abbott's) brain into the skull of 
Frankenstein's Monster. The Wolfman (Lon 
Chaney, Jr.) thwarts Dracula's plans, how-
ever. Even the Invisible Man makes a non-
appearance in the superb horror comedy. 
(1948, 83 minutes, PG.) 7 p.m. Free. 

Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery, 
Brattleboro, VT: The Sweetback Sisters, 
high~nergy music with deep roots in tradi
tional American country. 7:30 p.m. $17 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Peachy's, 
Americana, blues and a touch of ragtime. 8 
to 10 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Karaoke by 
TNT Productions. 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29th 

Historic Deerfield Community Center, Old 
Deerfield: Community Gathering for 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
Refreshments will be served. 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Free. 

Greenfield High School Auditorium: Monk's 
Caves, Sacrificial Altars and Wandering 
Celts: Archaeological Detective Work in 
New England. Archaeologist Dr. Ken Feder 
on the development of the first cities, the 
earliest human settlement of the New 
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Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: "Triple s· 
Sensuaf>Sexuaf>Smur show in February 
2013. Naughty, bawdy, funny--or just mere
ly suggestive - artwork, anywhere on the 
continuum of erotica, is welcome. Artists 
may submit up to three works for consider
ation. Smaller works more likely to be cho
sen due to space constraints. Email jpegs to 
naban@verizon.net, with ·sss· in the sub
ject line, OR mail jpegs on disc to Nina's 
Nook, 125A Avenue A, Turners Falls MA 
01376. Include a non-refundable fee of $10 
(check to Nina's Nook or PayPal to 
naban@verizon.net) by Jan 20, 2013. 

r~1 .. Jt r~11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

l'een Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2 :30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 
Green Jobs Training 

Far more information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

World, and the stone chambers, carved Fine Wine 
stones, and stone circles that dot our New Thursday, 10/25 8 to 10 p.m. 
England landscape. 7 to 9 p.m. Blue Pearl - Blues / Jazz 

Friday, 10/26 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps, a night • B,mett Anderson - Renegade Blues 
of poetry & spoken word. Open Mic 7 to 8 Saturday, 10/27 9 p.m. to 12 
p.m.; featured readers 8 to 10 p.m. Halloween Costume Piuty 

Dedicated to Delilah 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada Sunday, 10/28 8 to 10 p.m. 
Dino's Open Mic. Sign up at 7:30 p.m. 8 Peachy's _ Amei-icana 

p.m.Free. 978-544-BREW 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31st 57 A Lockes Village Road 

Next to the WencleU Country Store 
www.DejoBrewPub.com Avenue A, Turners Falls: Rag Shag Parade 

down Avenue A from Food City to the Great 
Falls Discovery Center. 4 to 5 p.m. 

The Wheelhouse, Greenfield: Creative 
Networking Buzz, Halloween Edition. 6 p.m. 
Free. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Spooky 
Show! 9 p.m. Free. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls Country 
Players present Rocky Horror Show. 
Midnight. $15/$20/$25. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1st 

Jake's Tavern, Turners Falls: Shag. 7 to 9 
pm. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: The 
Collected Poets Series poetry reading fea
turing Andrea Cohen & Amanda Auchter. 7 
p.m. 

Gill Tavern: Trivia Night to benefit Vermont 
Citizens Action Network. 8:30 p.m 

CALL for Erotic ART SUBMISSIONS 

Patty Carpenter w. 
Wheels Edwards & Jeremy Gold 

FRI 10/26 9:30 $5 
Dead Man's Party: 

Happy Hour Burlesque (!!!I 
Era Nocturna, Vi 

SAT 10/27 9:30 FREE 
The Oiamondstones 
HalloweenParty 

lw/ costume contest !I 

SUN 10/28 9p-1a FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 
~ -11_T11_11D_S_TII __ E&T 

• 1UIIIDIS FILLS. Ma 

tt,~ == 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
IS2AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

0 O /JJC!) 
~ /4'.>l{) 

For all your accounting needs 
Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 
Now accepting new accounting clients 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS-BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACK/VVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTt;:~tOR/.E.XTERIOR PAINTING. ALL PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN Mccue:. PRESIDENT 

240 GREENnELO ROAD• !l'IONTAOUE, MA 01351 

p~ol'fE 8 FAX: 4 I 3~367•9896 •RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

Jonathan Abbott 
551 I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

i carol's Beauty Nook 
F --· 17 29 G Street, Turners Falls 
f Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 4i3-~63-~ 
5{vaifa.6k 

l!RSATIVS NAIRl!UTTING 
PSRMC a. l!OlOU 

/lllen, Women a, ~hffd~•n 

~~~JNi'S ~-c~-.!An------~_,~ 
Gift l!etfifieates Available 

8'65-2022 
Matle C!aatln• 74 PROIPSC!T ff. 
lllehatcl Dl6eotge (Thursdays) TURNSU FAUi 

up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Streec, Greenrt/d • 41 J.774-3500 • green{lel4@copycorprintshop.com 
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q;t:Ute. 
- On the Patio at Ristorante DiPaolo 

BY SANDRA MARIE 
TURNERS FALLS - Today is the 
Pumpkin Festival in Tumers Falls. 
All s01ts of vendors are set up dis
playing an assortment of goods 
from crafts to local restaurants sell
ing their most popular dishes. I set 
out in a sweater and my fall leather 
boots looking for the best way to 
satisfy my appetite. 

The heavenly smell of various 
ethnic foods wafts through the air as 
I wander around with the leaves 
cnmching beneath my feet. 

Instead of a food booth, I choose 
to eat at Ristorante DiPaolo, an 
upscale Italian restaurant in town, 
right in the midst of all the action. 

DiPaolo's opened their doors in 
the spring of2006 after a seven year 
process of finding and purchasing 
the right building. Owner Denise 
DiPaolo, said the building "kind of 
chose" her. After several attempts at 
trying to get another prope1ty, 
Denise fotmd out that some build
ings in downtown Tumers were 
available due to non-payment in 
back taxes. She was able to pur
chase the fo1mer laundromat at 166 
Avenue A for one dollar, in pa1t 
because the town liked the idea of 
her opening a restaurant there. 

My husband and I are seated on 
the patio, lit up with string lights, 
filled with comfortable furniture. A 
band named Fire Pond is playing in 

BLACK COW from page 1 
leisure. In my survey of the menu, I 
thought I could make it a lunch with 
one of the "starters" like the goat 
cheese and onion ta1t, combined 
with a "side" like sweet potato fries. 
Or you might lllllch out with an 
Angus steak ( or even a hot dog) and 
a chopped apple salad. 

My own strategy to begin to learn 
about the Black Cow would be to 
select a "field-tested burger" from 
the menu. Since my doctor wants me 
to avoid red meat, I have two mar
velous-sollllding choices: a "Sexy 
Salmon Burger" or a "Hawaiian 
Turkey Burger." (The red-meat 
choices are the "Cajur1 Burger" for 
those who like it spicy, and the 
"Power Town Burger," which 
reportedly helps in combating hang
overs.) 

Some people may find the choic
est burgers at the Black Cow are the 
ones they can devise (and possibly 
name) themselves from the three 
meat and one vegetarian burger 
bases which can be embellished with 
a dozen sauces, and two-dozen 
cheeses and toppings. 

The proprietor of the Black Cow 
is Pam Tiemey, of Erving, who was 
born and raised in Tumers Falls and 
graduated from Turners High. Her 
parents still live in Turners. 

Pam learned the restaurant trade 
from Ga1y Betters at Countree 
Living & Dining in Erving during 

the comer. Fire Pond is a duo that 
plays a mixture of musical genres. I 
feel ve1y cozy here as we sit happi-
ly awaiting the an-ival of our 
friends, and I decide to tty the 
Pumpkin Pie Martini, the drink of ~ 
the day. It is wonderful, creamy ~ 
with just a slight pumpkin flavor, !!! 

topped with a sprinkle of nutmeg. ~ 
As the downtown is in the midst of : 
a huge fiesta with hordes of tourists ~ 
crowding the Avenue, DiPaolo is ~ 
serving only appetizers today. 

I order the Caribbean Dueto -
grilled scallops and shrimp, sea
soned with a Caribbean spice mb, 
and garnished with a mild spicy red 
pepper sauce and pineapple salsa. 
The presentation is awe-inspiring, 
almost too pretty to eat, but not 
quite; I am hungiy. The chef has 
cooked the scallops to perfection, 
chan-ed on the outside yet medium 
rare on the inside, leaving the scal
lops moist. I really enjoy the 
pineapple salsa and the red pepper 
sauce. 

Next we try the Melanzane 
Parmigiano - grilled eggplant 
bmshed with olive oil and oregano, 
layered in tomato sauce with a 
blend of mozzarella, romano, and 
asiago cheese. This appetizer comes 
out in an oval ramekin with melted 
cheese and herbs on top. Once 
through the gooey melted cheese, 
our taste buds are hit with the red 

the 1990s. For six years she owned 
and operated the Starlite Diner in 
Erving, where she managed 14 
employees. After that she managed 
the Thomas Memorial Golf and 
Colllltly Club in Turners Falls. 

The old Equi's sigi1 hangs above 
the door, transfo1med with a fresh 
glossy layer of black, white, and 
green paint. When you go inside the 
restaurant, one of the old candy dis
play cases and candy shelves can 
still be seen, now painted black. An 
Equi's marble sideboard remains in 
the kitchen. General contractor Peter 
Burakiewicz ofN01thfield created a 
brand-new bar section that looks like 
it could have come from the store's 
distant past. 

The 100-year-old candy store did 
not entirely cease to exist when the 
Black Cow took shape. Chocolate 
and other nibbles remain throughout 
the restaurant and will become pa1t 
of the take-out offerings. "Chocolate 
and wine tastings" will be included 
in the new food scene, and given the 
aphrodisiac properties of each, their 
combination could become a big hit 
with yollllg lovers ( of legal drinking 
age) in town. Older couples too. 

It seems likely that Equi 's will 
continue to pleasantly haunt the new 
Black Cow, providing the latest in 
fashionable dining with a pleasant 
hint of nostalgia for the not 
so distant past. II 
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1-IPnamaae <9Iwcolates 
and Specialty <9atidiss 

! Open 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
J 500 GREENFIELD ROAD 

j RTE. 5 & 10, DEERFIELD 

1 (413) 772-0443 
j We serve Herrell's Ice Cream! 

I Free bag of nonpareils with 
~ $5 purchase & this coupon. 
I www.richardsoncandy.com 
} Expires 12/31/12 
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Caribbean Dueto - Ristorante DiPaolo 

sauce made with what seemed to sliced and served on a bed of greens 
taste like a blend of red wine, toma- with tomatoes. Topped with red 
toes, herbs, and a good quality olive onion and fresh cilantro, drizzled 
oil. with olive oil and lime juice, the 

I really take pleasure in the egg- presentation of the salad is appeal
plant; it just has a total comfo1t food ing. 
feel to it. As we tiy the salad, we discuss 

My friend orders the avocado how often restaurant salads seem 
salad - a whole Haas avocado, under-tl10ught and mshed. This 
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and put the savings towards keeping 
rural post offices open regular hours. 
Or, if retail hours have to be reduced, 
why not st111cture the reduced hours 
so a postmaster could work mornings 
at one and afternoons at another post 
office, to maintain a fulltime job. 

Surprise said those options are 
actively being considered, but 
Congi·ess has the final say on issues 
such as ending Saturday delivery, 
and lllltil Congi·ess acts, the USPS 
has to take steps to reduce their oper
ating deficit. 

Surprise said the postal se1vice 
may come to rely more heavily on 
parcel deliveries, since USPS offers 
the lowest rates for that service. 

Surprise said the USPS plan to 
reduce open window hour-s at up to 
13,000 post offices nationwide is 
intended to save the financially 
stmggling federal agency (which 
receives no taxpayer supp01t, and has 
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der victim in the first nine months of 
this year. 

The names of those who have 
died in Massachusetts as a result of 
domestic violence and abuse this 
yeru· ru·e: Kristin Broderick, age 37, 
of Have1ill, died on Januruy 11th; 
Belinda Ton-es, age 40, of Worcester, 
died on Febma1y 6th; Lisa A. 
Stilkey, age 44, of Douglas, died 
Febmruy I 0th; Jessica Ann 
Pripstein, age 39, of Easthampton, 
died FebIUaiy 20th; Jessica Rojas, 
age 25, of Springfield, died March 
3rd; Lori Levangie, age 41, of 
Hopkinton, died April 9th; Kiistin 
Pulisciano, age 38 of Burlington, 
died May 3rd; officer Kevin 
Ambrose, age 55, ofSp1ingfied, died 
Jlllle 4th, responding to a domestic 
assault; Jessica Dana, age 30, of 
Huntington, died Jlllle 24th; 
Christine Bolduc, age 51, of 
Worcester, died July 21st; Abigail 
Benway, age 7, of Oxford, died July 

been hit hard by the shift to electi·on
ic mail and an aggi·esive pension 
payment plan mandated by 
Congi·ess) a half billion dollru-s in 
their rumual operating budget. 

The vast majority of Eiving resi
dents who responded to a recent 
USPS smvey preferred reducing 
weekday hour-s to closing the post 
office entirely. 

Ralph Semb, who owns the prop
e1ty in which the Eiving post office is 
located, pointed out that the USPS 
still had eight yea1-s left on the lease. 

His son Erik wanted to know 
whether the election of Mitt Romney 
would improve affaiI-s for the US 
postal service, but Surprise declined 
to ruiswer that one. "We don't have a 
c1ystal ball," she said, Siniling. 

Under the plan, Eileen Fellows, 
who cur1'ently staffs the window at 
the Eiving post office from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 pm. on weekdays - with a 
half hour off for lllllch at I :30 - and 

29th; Cecilia Yakuba, age 58, of 
Malden, died August I 0th. 

The event continued with those 
touched by domestic violence step
ping onto the stage to light a small 
candle from a larger one that sat 
burning on a table. So.me just came 
up, lit a candle and walked off stage. 
Some spoke. Several women told 
their stories, includiI1g the te1rible 
details of what they had suffered 
through and survived. 

One woman spoke of years of 
physical and sexual abuse as a child, 
followed by violent adult relation
ships from which she felt lucky to 
have finally escaped and survived. 
She credited the suppo1t of NEL
CWIT for helping her develop a new 
life. A young woman told of being 
sexually assaulted and the emotional 
devastation that followed, and 
expressed her gi·atitude for the sup
po1t she had received, as she joined 
other survivors in taking 
back their lives. II 
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salad is well prepared, with just the 
right blend of olive oil, cilantro and 
lime. I think the red onions are a 
good complement - however, a bit 
overpowering. I love the creami
ness of the avocado with a touch of 
pepper to it. 

Denise said on a no1mal day, the 
majority of her clientele comes 
from within a 50 mile radius, rang
ing mostly from 40 years of age and 
up. However, young romantics are 
also atti·acted to dine here. It is more 
a "special occasion" spot, where 
througl1 the years DiPaolo's has 
even been tl1e scene of some mar
riage proposals. 

The service was gi·eat, our wait
ress was ve1y attentive to our needs, 
eve1ything was clean and all the 
customers seemed happy with their 
food. We all had a wonderful time, 
well satisfied in our patio oasis as 
the crowds of pumpkin lovers 
swirled happily along the Avenue. 
Next time, I plan to relax and enjoy 
tl1e offerings from the regular menu. 

from 8:30 to 11 :00 a.m. on 
Saturdays, said the window in Eiving 
would only be open from 9:00 a.m. -
I :00 p m. on weekdays. 

Wendell Depot would see win
dow se1vice reduced to 2:30 pm. to 
4:30 p.m. on weekdays; Saturday 
hour-s would remain the same from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Wendell Center and Montague 
Center post offices are also slated to 
have two open window hours shaved 
off their cm1'ent weekday schedules 
llllder the plan. 

Over in Lake Pleasant, David 
James, who is the "officer iii chru·ge" 
of the post office there now that for
mer postmaster Ron Croteau has 
been moved from Lake Pleasant first 
to Leverett and now to Coh'ain (for
mer Erving postmaster Robin 
Thiscoll took over in Leverett) said 
the POST plan to reduce open retail 
hours is intended only for post 
offices that do not cm1·ently have a 
fulltime post master. 

As local post masters ru·e shuffied 
ru·olllld, James likened the whole 
exercise to a postal version of musi
cal chairs, where, in the end, 1:1 
''Mru1y will not have seats." ~ 
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Step into Early 
New England 

Explore museum houses &. exhibitions 
Experience hands-on activities 

Enjoy unique shopping & lunch 

l-Iistori~ Deerfield 
80 Old Main St., Deerfield, MA O 1342 
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Butterlf§S 
Conservatory & Gardens 

VisiL M!1gic Wing• and marvel •.1th• i:,e:,,,iy Qf nearly 4,000 b1u1erflios, 
(1$ tl1cy 0y around you in our tropical indoor eonscn111ory. 

Gift sbop. food court and Monarchs Rcs1aurnn1 on sire. 

Open daily 9-5, 7 days a week • All year round. 

413-665-2805 
281 Greenfield Road, South Deerfield, MA 

WW)V.magicwiogs.com 




