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NEWS ANALYSIS G-M Wins School 
Recycler of the Year Montague ZBA Decision: 

( What is 'Substantial Hardship'? 
~ 

Thumbs up far GMRSD'.r green team! 

By ANN HARDING school bus full of waste each week 

The Gill-Montague Regional 
School District has been named the 
2012 School Recycler of the Year, 
awarded by MassRecycle, the 
statewide recycling coalition. It's 
been just over a year since the Gill­
Montague Regional School District 
began its composting program with 
the help of Amy Donovan, program 
director of the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management District. 
They have come a long way in just 
12 months. 

Donovan spearheaded the pro­
gram with educational presenta­
tions to the students and staff about 
the difference between backyard 
composting and commercial opera­
tions. The schools can send all food 
waste, meat, bones, and dai1y prod­
ucts as well as paper waste like 
plates, napkins and even milk car­
tons to be composted, 

Controversy continues over the redevelopment of the Montague Center School. 

The district schools have been 
separating recyclables since 2010, 
diverting considerable volume from 
the landfill, so it was a natural next 
step to begin cafeteria and kitchen 
composting in November 2011. 
During 2011-12 this eff01t paid off, 
with the collection of eight cubic 
yards per week tmcked to Ma1tin's 
Fann for commercial composting. 
This amounts to approximately one 

The students also learned that 
composting is healthier for the plan­
et because turning composted soil 
introduces air to the waste and 
allows it to decompose without pro­
ducing methane gas. On the other 
hand, landfills create an anaerobic 
environment by burying trash, 
which releases considerable quanti­
ties of methane, a greenhouse gas 
23 times more potent than carbon 
dioxide, 

Members of MassRecycle visit-

see RECYCLER page 3 

This is the second part of a two­
part series on the proposed conver­
sion of the Montague Center School 
into an apartment complex, 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

On Oct. 17 the Montague 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
voted to approve two special per­
mits and a variance to allow Mark 
and Barbara Zaccheo of Olive 
Street Development, LLC to tum 
the former Montague Center 
School building into 22 "high-end" 
apartments. The vote was taken 
quickly with viitually no discus-

Montague Retreat Center: 
'People, Community and Place' 

011mers William and Beth Jacobson at the Montague Retreat Center. 

By LEE WEEKS 

Kind spit-its must hover over the 
land on Ripley Road in Montague 
where the Montague Faim once 
stood. After the commune disband­
ed, that paiticular piece of prope1ty 
attracted the Zen Peacemakers, a 
group committed to spiritual and 
social action. Now it is being devel­
oped by William Jacobson into the 
Montague Retreat, an educational 
center that will build community, 
enrich the local economy, and pre­
serve the pastoral beauty and 
ecosystems of the land. The essen­
tial elements of c01mnunity build­
ing and sustainability that inspfred 
the fom1ders of the Montague Fann 

will remain intact, with enhance­
ments to secure long-te1m viability. 

On a clear fall afternoon, 
Jacobson spread out the site plan 
pointiI1g this way and that to pa1ts 
of the land that delight him. "After 
twenty years working in finance," 
he said. "I ain back on the tractor." 
(He worked in the foreign exchange 
department at JP Morgan Chase 
from 1996-2001, and now works 
from his home in Shelburne Falls). 
His smile declared that he is loving 
eve1y minute of it. 

His wife, Beth, was working in 
the huge garden with John Ban-ett, a 
carpenter and experienced fanner 
who once grew vegetables for the 
faimers market in Great Bai1·ington. 

Mira Nussbaum, operations manag­
er, was cooking lunch made from 
homegrown organic vegetables, 
Currently, the management staff 
includes Jacobson, general manag­
er; Ban·ett, in charge of buildings 
and grounds; and Nussbaum, as 
operations manager. 

Eve1yone was in fine spirits 
because the Montague Zoning 
Boai·d of Appeals (ZBA) had 
recently approved modifications to 
the site and extended the religious 
and educational use of the prope1ty 
to include monthly potluck dinners, 
yoga classes, meditation sessions, 
cultural performances, private func­
tions and multi-day retreats. In his 

see RETREAT page 10 

sion by the board, which had sat 
through over seven hours of testi­
mony, most of it in opposition to 
the project. 

Opponents from the Montague 
Center neighborhood also collected 
over 150 signatures and filled two 
file folders with written cormnents 
opposing the project. 

"I do not envy [the Montague 
ZBA]," Leverett resident Don 
Putnam said. "These are hard deci­
sions, and no matter what you do 
someone is going to be unhappy." 

Putnam should know. He is the 
chair of the Leverett zonii1g board, 

see ZBA page 5 

ZBA Decision on Montague 
Center School Appealed 

By DAVID 0ETMOL0 

Seven of the 24 abutters to the 
former Montague Center School 
have filed an appeal of the 
Montague Zoning Board of 
Appeals' October 31st decision 
granting a variance and special 
permits to Olive Street 
Development, LLC to redevelop 
the Montague Center School into 
22 high-end, solar-powered 

see APPEALED page 5 

State Board to Rule 
on Vermont Yankee's 
Continued Operation 

The commissioners of the Vermont Public Service Board will rule next y-ear on issuing a 
Certificate of Public Good far the continued operation of the Vermont Yankee, 

By DAVID DETMOLD said, "We here in Vernon suppo1t 

VERNON - Located about 1,000 
yai·ds away from the 40-yeai·-old 
Ve1mont Yatlkee reactor, the Vernon 
Elementaiy School is the closest 
school in the countty to an operating 
nuke. As more than a hundred 
Ve1mont Yankee supp01ters marched 
up the brigl1tly lit Governor Htmt 
Road from the nucleai· plai1t on 
Wednesday, Nov. 7 for the opening 
of a critical public heaimg before the 
Vermont Public Se1vice Boai·d, it 
seemed even closer. 

By the time the school janitor 
intenupted the heaii.ng at 10 p m, to 
cleai· the gytlllasilllll, VY suppo1ters 
had made it clear to the PSB that the 
town of Vernon is solidly in suppo1t 
of Entergy VY's bid to extend the 
reactor's operating license 20 more 
years, 

Vernon selectboard chafr Patty 
O'Donnell spoke for many when she 

Ve1mont Yankee because it's a high­
quality nuclear power plant, one of 
the best in the countty. We suppo1t 
Ve1mont Yatlkee because we have 
the honor of knowing many of the 
people who work at that plant. They 
live in our community. Theil-spouses 
teach in our elementa1y school. You 
look ai·ound this room tonight. You 
look at the faces of the people that 
mn this plant. That's Ve1mont 
Yatlkee. And there's not a single one 
of them that would work here, and 
nm that plant, if it wasn't a good 
plant." 

Opponents of the reactor turned 
out in force at the hearii1g as well, 
and the setting was rendered even 
more drainatic, not only by the prox­
imity of the reactor, but by the close 
quarters m which nucleai· plant work­
ers, thefr wives and children, were 
seated next to graying veterans of the 

see YANKEE pg 6 
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PETS OF THE WEEK 
Black Friday 

$5 Felines 

Shoppers in the m.arket for love 
this holiday season are encouraged to 
visit the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society adoption center in 
Leverett to celebrate Black Friday in 
a brand new way! 

Dakin has many adult cats await­
ing new homes. All felines (six 
months and older) can go home for 
just $5. The low adoption fee 
includes: spay/neuter surge1y, vacci­
nations, testing, microchipping, a 
jewel-tone collar and ID tag, and a 
sta1ter bag of food, too! 

Visit Dakin on Nov. 23, between 
noon and 5:30 p.m., to meet some 
loving four-legged companions who 
will warm your heart and home this 
holiday season. Come find your new 
best friend and family member! 

Executive Director Leslie Rallis 
said "We're eager to see great cats 
find new homes and, in addition, 
adopting one of our $5 felines helps 
Dakin make room for cats in need of 
placement from shelters in Hunicane 
Sandy-ravaged areas. Together, we 
can save lives!" 

For info contact Dakin at (413) 
548-9898 or info@dpvhs.org. 
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NANCY L, DOLE 
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20 State Street, 
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413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 
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WENDELL FREE LIBRARY 
Make Holiday Presents 

Make Holiday Presents with 
Miss Deb! 

This free after-school program 
is intended for 3rd to 6th grade 
children. It will be offered over 
three Wednesdays in December 
(12/5, 12/12, 12/19) from 1:15 to 
2:30 p.m. Each week, Miss Deb 
will offer a different craft for hol­
iday gifts. 

Space is limited. To register, 
call the Wendell Free Library at 
(978) 544-3559. 

Parents can make arrangements 
with the Swift River School to 
have the bus drop children at the 
Library. 

This program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Wendell Free 
Libra1y. 

WENDELL FREE LIBRARY 
Movie: Carnival of Souls 

On Saturday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 
p m., Carnival of Souls will be 
screened at the Wendell Free Library, 
as pait of the monthly series of 
Science Fiction and Ho1rnr movies at 
the Libra1y. Admission is free. 

Maiy Remy is enjoying the day 
riding ai·olllld in a cai· with two 
friends. When challenged to a drag 
race, the women accept, but ai·e 
forced off of a bridge. It appeai·s that 
all are drowned, until, quite some 
tin1e later, Maiy amazingly emerges 
from the river. After recovering, 
Maiy accepts a job in a new town as 

a church organist, only to be dogged 
by a mysterious phantom figure that 
seems to reside in an old nm-down 
pavilion. It is here that Maiy must 
confront the personal demons of her 
spiritual insouciance. 

Carnival of Souls is considered a 
masterpiece and classic of the low­
budget cult h01rnr flick genre. It is a 
creepy, eerie, brilliant movie. The 
photography and lighting contrasts 
ai·e atmospheric, and the characters 
and "ghoul" are extremely effective. 

For more info, call the Wendell 
Free Libraiy at (978) 544-3559. 

K-9 Police Dogs Smell Good 
By JOHN FURBISH 

TURNERS FALLS - The police 
depa1tments of Montague and Erving 
teamed up, and brought their police 
dogs with handlers, to the Turners 
Falls branch of the Greenfield 
Savings Bailk on Saturday, Nov. 17. 
Tilis instance of "community polic­
ing" was well-received and barely 
turned the heads of bank customers. 

Sunny, a Geiman shepherd, was 
the star of the show. He amazed the 
two dozen adults and children pres­
ent by sniffing out a small vial of 
(faux) dmgs in a closed tackle box. 
And then he was clever enough to lie 
down on all fours so that we would 
know that he had fotmd something. 

His handler is Montague police 
officer John Dempsey, who begai1 
working with dogs while serving in 
the Air Force. Dog work takes more 
than an eight-hour shift, so Sunny 
lives with Dempsey's fainily. When 
he retires, Slllllly will still live with 
his handler, along with his K-9 
replacement, because police dog 
work is a lifelong thing. 

Dempsey believes that obedience 
is the foUlldation for eve1ything that 
a police dog does, and that's how he 
struts his training. In the end, it's the 
rewai·ds that are most impo1tant for 
the dog, and that is how they get 
"paid" for working. TI1ey do what 
they have been taught for a chance to 
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Officer John Dempsey introduced K-9 Officer Sunny 
to the public at Greenfield Savings Bank on Saturday, Nov. 17. 

tug on a coiled up towel or to chew We ai·e lucky to have K-9 police 
on a toy. dogs in our local police depaitments. 

Sllllny left the room, and Badge, a If we did not have them, we would 
young, long-eai·ed, droopy-jowled might have to wait for hours lllltil 
bloodhmmd, came in for the second state police dogs responded in the 
part of the show. Badge and Officer case of a crisis - a delay that might 
Rob Holst of Erving ai·e ce1tified as a regrettably make all the difference in 
"Cailine Team," and the dog is part the world for you or for a loved one. 
of Holst's household. Badge's pri-
maiy command is to be given a scent 
(from a missing person, a lost child, 
a lost pet, or a criminal) ai1d to be 
told to "seek." Then he will mn along 
the trail of tllis smell with unbeliev­
able tenacity, tracing scents that can 
be days old, even trailing smells 
across water. Badge's long eai·s actu­
ally help him to find scents better, as 
they waft up smells from the grmmd 
to the dog's nose. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY 
Gllll!erbread House! 

On Saturday, Dec. 8, children 
of all ages are invited to make 
easy gingerbread houses with 
Ruth at the Carnegie Libra1y. All 
materials will be supplied. 

This free program will be held 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Vision Correction Surgery 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

This is the fourth and last column 
in a series about vision correction. 

There are three basic ways to 
correct faulty vision: eyeglasses, 
contact lenses or surgery. This col­
umn will cover surgery. 

Surge1y is used to correct a 
variety of eye disorders. Surgery 
for cataracts is of special interest 
to seniors, so we'll start there. 

A cataract is a clouding of the 
lens, the clear part of the eye that 
helps focus images like the lens in 
a camera. Cataracts can blur 
images and discolor them. 

Most cataracts are related to 
aging. By age 80, over half of all 

Americans either have a cataract 
or have had cataract surgery. 
Cataract removal is one of the 
most common operations per­
formed in the United States. About 
9 out of 10 people who have the 
surgery have improved vision. 

Common symptoms of a 
cataract are: bluned images, faded 
colors, glare, poor night vision, 
double vision, and frequent eye­
glass or contact lens prescription 
changes. If you have any of these 
symptoms, see your doctor, 
because they can be signs of other 
eye problems. 

The most common procedure 
used for removing cataracts is 
phacoemulsification. A small inci­
sion is made in the side of the 
cornea, the front pa.it of the eye, 
where the physician inse1ts a tiny 
instrument that uses high-frequen­
cy ultrasolllld to break up the cen­
ter of the cloudy lens and careful­
ly suction it out. 

After the cloudy lens has been 
removed, the surgeon will replace 
it with an intraocular lens (IOL) 

implant made of plastic, silicone 
or ac1ylic. 

Another form of surge1y to cor­
rect vision is called LASIK, which 
stands for Laser-Assisted In Situ 
Keratomileusis. LASIK improves 
vision by reshaping the cornea, the 
clear covering of the front of the 
eye. 

Using a laser, an eye surgeon 
can free patients of eyeglasses and 
contact lenses altogether. 

LASIK is a relatively new tech­
nology. The first laser was 
approved for eye surge1y in 1998. 
The long-te1m safety and effec­
tiveness of LASIK is still 
unknown. 

LASIK results have been 
improving due to technological 
advances and the increased experi­
ence of surgeons. More than 90 
percent of people who've under­
gone refractive (vision-conection) 
surgery don't have to weai· glasses 
or contacts most of the time. 

LASIK is an option for people 
who are nearsighted, farsighted or 
have astigmatism. Some people 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - November 19th to 23rd 
GILL-MONTAGUE 

Gill/Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. Congregate meals 
are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva­
tions must be made by 11 a.m. the 
day before. The Meal Site 
Manager is Kerry Togneri. 
Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness classes 
are supported by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Volunta1y donations are accepted. 
For more information, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs, call (413) 863-9357. 
Leave a message if the center is 
not open. 
Monday, NovE"mber 26th 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, November 27th 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
1 p.m. GMRSD Focus Group 
WE"dnesday, November 28th 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health 
Screenings 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, November 29th 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
12 p.m. SHINE Appointments 

1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, November 30th 
10 a m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 pm. for activities and 
congregate meals. Lunch is at 
11 :30 a.m., with reservations 
required 24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca Meuse 
at (413) 423-3308, for meal infor­
mation and reservations. For 
information, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at (413) 
423-3649. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Center 
to confirm activities, schedule a 
ride, or find out when is the next 
blood pressure clinic. 
Fuel Assistance Applications 

New applications for this heat­
ing season are available at the 
Senior Center. Help completing 
fo1ms and obtaining the necessary 
paperwork is available. To find 
out income availability and other 
info1mation, call Polly at (413) 
423-3649. 

Monday, NovE"mber 26th 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 
12:30 p.m. Quilting 
TuE"sday, November 27th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
WednE"sday, November 28th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Yoga 
12 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, November 29th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Posture Perfect 
12 pm. Cards 
Friday, NovE"mbE"r 30th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverettma.us. 
• Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class 
free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays at 12. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

with presbyopia - a vision enor 
that comes with age - may benefit 
from LASIK eye surgery as well. 

For patients with presbyopia, 
it's important to note that LASIK 
cannot correct vision so that one 
eye can see both far and near. 
However, LASIK can be done to 
allow one eye to see near and the 
other far, which is called monovi­
sion. If you can adjust to this cor­
rection, it may eliminate or reduce 
the need for reading glasses. 

During the eye exam before 
LASIK, the surgeon cha11s the eye 
to determine which areas of the 
cornea can be altered. The surge1y 
is done with a laser programmed 
to remove the right amount of tis­
sue in each location on the cornea. 

Refractive surgery is usually 
considered elective. Medicare and 
most insurance companies won't 
cover the costs. LASIK costs any­
where from $800 to $3,000 or 
more per eye. 

Send questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• vVeil-McLain 
! Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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sake in their honor. 
The first workshop is Friday, 

Dec. 7, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at 
Bernardston Senior Center. The 
second workshop is Tuesday, Dec. 
11, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Om Lady of 
Peace in Tmners Falls. To register 
for either workshop, please call 
Hospice of Franklin County at 
(413) 774-2400 by November 26, 
2012. All programs are free and 
registration is required. 

Looking Back 

local Briefs 
COMPILED By DON CLEGG 

A focus group at the Gill/ 
Montague Senior Center, 62 Fifth 
Street, in Turners Falls on Tuesday, 
Nov. 27, at 1 pm will be a chance 
for all interested senior citizens to 
meet with a representative from the 
Massachusetts Association of 
School Co1mnittees and give input 
that may assist in developing a pro­
file for a new Superintendent of 
Schools of the Gill/Montague 
School District. A second focus 
group will be held for interested 
parents and community members 

RECYCLING from page 1 

on Wednesday, Nov. 28, from 4:30 
to 7:30 p.m., at the Turners Falls 
High School Theater. 

The winter holidays can be a 
challenging time for people who are 
grieving. For the bereaved, instead 
of bringing joy, holidays can inten­
sify the pain of so1rnw. Hospice of 
Franklin County recognizes that 
members of the Franklin County 
community as well as our hospice 
families could use extra suppo1t at 
this time of year. Hospice is offer­
ing two holiday memorial candle 
decorating workshops where atten­
dees will create a beautiful keep-

dents in Montague and sixth grade 
students in Gill are responsible for 
bringing the collection toters out­
side to the compost dumpsters. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Church, 87 K Street, in Ttuners 
Falls is hosting the annual Polish 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, 
Dec 1, from 9 am. to 1 p.m. The 
bazaar offers Polish crafts and 
home-made foods, raffles and 
more. To rent a table at this popular 
annual event, or for more infonna­
tion, contact Shirley at ( 413) 773-
7202. 
Send local briefs to reporter­
local@montaguema.net. 

winter. It's an exciting program and 
an excellent opportunity for stu­
dents with minimal garden expo­
sure to learn to grow their own 
food. 

Here's the way it was 10 years 
ago this week. News from The 
Montague Reporter's archive. 

Crime on the Rise 
According to Montague acting 

Police Chief Gruy Billings, down­
town Turners Falls has seen an 
increase in drug-related crime and 
gang-related activity over the past 
year. "The rate of reported crime has 
been down in the other villages by 10 
percent," said Billings in a recent 
telephone inte1view. But repo1ted 
crime "has been up about 10 percent 
in that same pe11od for the down­
town." This does not come as news 
to a group of downtown Turners res­
idents and business owners, who 
have been meeting lately in response 
to the spike in criminal activity. 
Eyes on the P1ize 

The Turners Falls High School 
girls volleyball team came within 
two points of bringing home the 
Western Mass Championship banner 
Nov. 9. In tl1e tie-breaking fifth grune 
of tl1e finals match held at Holyoke 

High, Turner Falls lost to 
Belche1town High, 15-13. Turners 
Falls captured the Franklin Collllty 
Volleyball League Championship 
eru·lier in the season with an 18-3 
record. The terun then advanced to 
the Western Mass Championships, 
beating Pioneer Valley Christian 
School of Springfield, 3-0, in the 
qmuter-final and Frontier Regional 
of South Deerfield, 3-1, in the se1ni­
final match. 
Bicycle Sale to Benefit Veterans 
Memo1ial 

Basically Bicycles honored the 
new Veterans Memorial Park in 
Montague by having a special fi.md­
raising day Nov. 29. On that day, 15 
percent of the store's proceeds were 
donated to the eff01t to build a new, 
consolidated memo11al in Montague. 
"This will give people a great oppor­
hmity to do some shopping in 
Tmners Falls and help make the 
commllllity a little better by provid­
ing some funding for the veterans 
memo11al project," said shop owner 
David Call'. 

ed the district to get a clear picture 
of the recycling efforts. They were 
particularly impressed with the full 
district participation and the expan­
sion of compost collection into the 
classrooms at the Gill Elementa1y 
School and the Montague 
Elementa1y Sheffield campus. 
MassRecycle videotaped the sec­
ond grade classroom of Susan 
Pellis, and brief clips of the video 
can be seen by visiting 
http:llvimeo.com/53124217. 

The school also has an active 
wonn composting system that is 
maintained by the after-school pro­
gram where children feed the 
wonns with snack wastes and har­
vest compost for their gardens. 
Christine Bates, coordinator of the 
Montague After School Program, 
says more than half the 48 students 
in the program pa1ticipate in the 
gardening program. With local fatm 
paitners, the students have plenty of 
hands-on practice, though they par­
ticularly enjoy the haivesting. 

The gardens have recently 
expanded with the assistance of 
Nourse Farms, which donated 
asparagus, cmrnnts, goosebenies, 
blackbe1ries, and raspben-ies for the 
perennial beds. Bates says the sup­
po1t of maintenance staff has been 
invaluable in keeping the gardens 
going and delivering grass clip­
pings and other mulch for the on­
site composting. 

This week on MCTV 

Each classroom has a 5-gallon 
bucket to collect snack remains, 
paper towels and other compostable 
materials in addition to container 
recycling bins, paper recycling 
bins, juice box collection bins and a 
trash bin. Pellis acknowledges the 
in-class composting is more work 
for the faculty but enthusiastically 
suppo1ts the efforts. 

She has noticed a considerable 
reduction in classroom waste and 
has a rotating team of Friday 
helpers who bring the compost to 
the wheeled toters placed through­
out the school. The fifth grade stu-

This year they harvested radish­
es, caffots, lettuce, potatoes, greens 
and other crops. On one occasion, 
they even made kale chips for their 
snack. Recently, they planted garlic 
to hruvest next spring, and winter 
rye as a cover crop. They also start­
ed transplanting lettuce that was 
propagated from their own seed 
collection. They hope to get their 
hoops covered with plastic before 
long and hruvest some greens in the 

MassRecycle was impressed to 
see so many facets of recycling and 
composting, and was enthusiastic 
about commitment to caring for the 
enviromnent exhibited across the 
cuniculum. Art teacher Nancy 
Meagher has used a1t as a fornm for 
education in mai1y ways - from the 
painting of the dumpsters at the Gill 
Elementary School to Ea1th Day 
projects to the annual Connecticut 

By CYNDI TARAIL - Don Clegg 
filmed the Veteran's Day Ceremony 
in Turners Falls at the Montague 
Veterans Memo11al. Clegg said, "We 
haven't missed a Veteran's Day or a 
Memorial Day ceremony there since 
[MCTV] got the license, whether it 
was done by me or Anne Harding. 
We've been there for civic events all 
that time." Don hopes that ''will 
inspire others to cover public events, 
whether patriotic in nature or a dif­
ferent kind of event." The communi­
ty depends on vohmteers to video 
most local events, as MCTV has a 
part-time staff. 

MCTV's newest Quick Shot 
video, created by Owen Weaver for 
the No1theast Organic Faiming 
Association of Massachusetts, is 
about the benefits of local organic 
systetns in agi-iculhrre. Viewers can 

River Source-to-Sea 
Cleanup. II 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG Apartments. 

Burglary, Breaking and Entering; Larceny Reported; Vandalism 
1:42 p.m. Traffic hazard between 
Third, F0tirth Street & L Street. 
Dispersed gathering. 

Tuesday. II/13 
12:27 a.m. Suspicious auto investi­
gat.ed at Bob's Auto Body Inc., 303 
Avenue A 
1:30 a.m. Motor vducle violation 
citation issued at Rau's Stmoco & 

Towing, 531 Ttirners Falls Road. 
2:29 p.m. Accident with property 
damage, services rendered. Third 
Street & Avenue A 
4:3 l p.m. Medical emergency, serv­
ices rendered. Crocker Building, 54 
Avenue A 
5:29 p.m. Assist motorist, services 
rendered. Ttirnpike Road. 
6:34 p.m. 911 call reporting 
assault at Avenue A & F0tirth 
Street. Advised of options. 
6:48 p.m. Threatening, harassment 
at -.Vinthrop Street. Advised of 
options. 
l 0:24 p.m. Burglar alarm. Subway 

of Turners Falls, 57 Avenue A 
Check completed. 
Wednesday, Il/14 
6:42 a.m. Accident, property dam­
age at Unity Street. Services ren­
dered. 

9:30 a.m. 911 call reporting disttir­
bance by neighbor at ~vem1e A 
Services rendered. 
11:15 a.m. Accident, property 
damage, walk in report taken. 
Greenfidd Savings Bank lot on 
Avenue A 
12:36 p.m. Fraud.ort.ed, -1k in 
report taken on Lake Pleasant 
Road. Advised of options. 
6:02 p.m. Suspici0t1S person inves­
tigated at Hillside Avenue & 
Millers Falls Road 
6:31 p.m. Larceny at Second Street. 
Report taken. 

Tumday. II/IS 
3: 14 a.m. Domestic disttirbance. 

- Montague City Road. 
lnvestigat.ed. 
6:06 p.m. Motor vducle violation. 
Montague City Road andTtirnpike 
Road. Citation issued. 
12;15 p.m. Fire alarm. Main Street 
and School Street. Services ren­
dered. 
6:37 p.m. Summons issued to 

wi A&B wi 1 gerous weapon. 
8:44 p.m. St1Spici0ttS person inves­
tigated at Highland School 
Apartments, 446 Millers Falls 
Road. 
Fciclay, U/16 
12:34 p.m. Larceny report taken at 
G Street. 
12:17 p.m .. Bw.glary, breaking and 

entering report taken at -
Avenue A 
5:16 p.m. Accident property dam­
age. Scotty's Convetuence Store, 66 
Unity Street. Advised of options. 
8:29 p.m. Threatening, harassment, 
referred to officer. -Millers 
Falls Road. 
9:06 p.m. Report of disturbance 
by neighbor at ■ Central Street. 
Investigated. 
10:57 p.m. Traffic hazard. Ttirners 
Falls Road and Ttirnpike Road. 
Unable to locate. 
Samrclay. 11/17 
7:41 a.m. Vandalism, services ren­

dered at ■Central Street. 
8:06 a.m. Medical emeigency. ■ 
Central Stt-eet. Removed to hospi­
tal 
1:40 p.m. Officer want.eel and sum­
mons issued at Powertown 

Sunday, II/IS 
12:14 a.m. Larceny report taken at 
avenue A 
4:27 a.m. Aiumal complaint at 
Cumberland Farms, l O Montague 
City Road. Services rendered. 
10:02 a.m. Aninial complaint at 
Montague Street & Griswold 
Street. Services rendered. 
10:43 p.m. SuspiciotlS auto. 
Sheffidd Elementary School. 
Services rendered. 
Monday. II/19 
12:03 p.m. Larceny investigated at 
Con Agra, Industrial Blvd. 
6:02 p.m. Suspicio~erson, 

advised of options. - Third 
Street. 
4:04 p.m. 911 call reporting 
domestic disttirbance. Arrest made 
athtchery Road. 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

SITA LA.NG 413#834#7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 
RIVER 

ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413-256-1594 
158 Main Street, 2nd Flr., Studio B 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

LrrvING RooM YoGA
1 

Pvog..y~ now i,n; 

t-,tone~ & Le>vevett 

CLASSES ~ WORKSHOPS ~ PEACE 
LISA ENZER, M.ED., RYT 

WWW.LIV I NGROOMYOGA.NE T 
113-367-2658 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

www.montaguebookmill.com 

Specializing in Monitors, Modems. 
Microwaves, Cell Phones. Computers, 

and all other Electronics 

Lockwood Solutions, Inc., Leverett 
C'all - George Lockwood 

lockwood.george@:gmail.com 
413-548-9700 

Good E),rt f otte~ 
St~,o 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
-ti 3-,67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

RAVEN 5 BANK Row (RT 5& 10) 

GREENFIELD, MA 
413- 772- 1968 

I,•) , : I , 
,I I 
I 

I 

I ,, 
4 OLD SOUTH STREl!:T 
DoWNTOWN 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 

413 - 584 - 9868 

2 LOCATIONS • USED 8c DISCOUNT BOOKS 
OPEN DAILY • RAVENUSEDBOOKS,COM 

find these videos online at MCTV's 
vimeo.com/mctvchannell 7 or airing 
on Channel 17. 

For more infonnation contact 
Cindy Tru·ail, MCTV Outreach and 
Communication Coordinator, at 
( 413) 863-9200, or check mon­
taguetv.org. 

Watch locally produced video on 
demand at: vimeo.com/mctvchan­
nell 7. 

Please shop locally 
Support 

fflontanuc jRcportcr 
advertisers 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 
Please email: reporter­
poems@montaguema.net for 
consideration in the monthly 
Poetry Page. Include 25-word 
bio. Poems may also be posted 
to Montague Reporter, 58 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 
No prior experience necessary, 
as a poet. 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERSI 
fflont1gur ilr.portrr 

58 4th Street 
TurnersD 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

Git.ENFIELD 
it>.?.~t.?.S CO~PERATl~E EXCHANGE 

<ijcauy Owned Since ilii) 
269 High Street - Greenfiel 

(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

FOOD 
DRINKS 

WIFI 
KENO 

To Join Pool Leagues 
Call 77 4-6388 

94 Main St, Greenfield 
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Hello ••• 
This column space deserves to 

go mainly to David Detmold, who 
has created an amazing thing, this 
newspaper, from scratch. That it 
has not only survived, but pros­
pered - with the help of many tal­
ented and committed people - is a 
great accomplishment. He can be 
proud, just as I am proud and 
delighted to take over the reins 
from him. 

I'm a relative newcomer to the 
Pioneer Valley; I've only lived 
here for the last year. Before mov­
ing here, I lived in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
for 20 years, but during all that 
time, I often came to the Valley 
because I love this area. I love the 
Valley's people, culture, and natu­
ral beauty. I've been privileged to 
work as a writer and editor for 
many New York magazines, cov­
ering eve1ything from politics to 
the arts. In recent years, I've 
worked for a number of nonprofit 

organizations, primarily in the 
environmental arena. The 
Reporter is also a nonprofit, which 
gives it the freedom to create a dif­
ferent and, I believe, deeper kind 
of journalism. The Reporter is a 
wonderful opporhmity for me to 
draw on my experience in both 
worlds - journalism and non-prof­
its. 

I started out years ago as a cub 
reporter at a small rnral weekly 
paper in Texas, covering sports, 
small businesses and local 
schools. I feel like I've come full 
circle. 

I look fo1ward to working with 
the Montague Reporter's great 
staff and getting to know all of 
you better. As David writes, this is 
the Voice of the Villages. I would 
just add that it is really the voices 
of the villages. I want your voices 
to be heard. 

- Pt>ter Kobel 

... and Goodbye 
Way back in 2001, when the 

nation was in the grips of major 
catastrophes like the George W. 
Bush administration and the 
attacks on the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon, Montague was 
dealing with its own minor ker­
fluftles. The selectboard had tmcer­
emoniously given the chief of 
police his walking papers, which 
led to a major hearing before the 
Civil Se1vice Commission, and for 
good measure, the board had 
yanked the public educational and 
governmental access assignment 
from the local cable TV provider, 
Montague Community Television, 
and awarded it to Greenfield 
Community Television instead. 

Citizens of the town got more 
incensed by the loss of local con­
trol over the public access TV sta­
tion than they did about the loss of 
fo1mer Chief Patrick O'Brien, and 
motmted a petition drive to call a 
special town meeting on the issue. 
At that meeting, town meeting 
members voting ove1whelming to 
ask the selectboard to reconsider 
their decision to hand the cable 
access TV station to Greenfield's 
control. The selectboard, dominat­
ed by Sam Lovejoy and highway 
clerk Ed Voudren (who subse­
quently presided over another town 
kerfluftle, when a bagman tmder 
his authority was found to have 
been pocketing trash sticker 
receipts, among other items paid 
for by the public), duly reconsid­
ered the cable TV assignment, and 
reaffmned their original decision to 
give the cable access station to 
Greenfield. 

This arrogant act led directly to 
the founding of the Montague 
Reporter. Citizens of town felt,jus­
tifiably, that Montague residents 
were just as capable as Greenfield 
residents to ovm and operate their 
own media organizations, to repo1t 
the news and views of their own 
community. And so, in the 
unplugged offices of the fo1mer 
Montague cable TV station, a new 
town newspaper was born, and 
immediately set out to expand cov­
erage to the towns MCTV had cov­
ered - Gill and Etving. 

A few months later, Wendell, 
where the revered Wendell Post 
had recently gone into a deep dor-

mant phase, was added to the mast­
head. More recently, instead of 
driving through the town of 
Leverett each week to deliver 
papers to Wendell, our board made 
the decision to expand coverage to 
Leverett as well, and outreach 
efforts have been t111de1taken in all 
these commtmities to involve their 
ovm residents in repo1ting the news 
of their own towns. 

Montague Community 
Television has long since come 
back into its own, and is now coop­
erating successfully with, rather 
than being colonized by, GCTV. 
And somehow, in the msh to meet 
deadlines, I look back and find that 
ten very productive years have 
passed. At the Montague Reporter 
we are now doing our best to bring 
the Voice of the Villages to 2,600 
local readers, and encouraging 
more to sign up for home delive1y 
eve1y week. 

It has been a hectic, rewarding 
time for me, in the role of editor of 
the Montague Reporter, made easi­
er by the high quality of writing, 
reporting, cartooning and 
proofreeding provided by the vol­
tmteers and contributors from the 
commtmities we se1ve. 

Now, as I step down from the 
post of editor to join the ranks of 
staff writers for the Montague 
Reporter, leaving the paper in the 
capable hands of our new editor, 
Peter Kobel, I want to thank each 
and every one of the readers, writ­
ers and illustrators who have made 
my job and the finished product so 
interesting each week. A special 
shout out to Joe Parzych, David 
Bnlle, Karen Wilkinson, Fran 
Hemond, Chris Sawyer Laucanno, 
Anne Harding, Patricia Pmitt, 
Leslie Brown and - whoops! I've 
exceeded my word cotmt for this 
valedicto1y farewell. 

The board may allow me to go 
on at a little more length at my 
"retirement" pa1ty - at the French 
King Restaurant in Erving, on 
Friday, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. So come to 
that, and continue - as I will - to 
help us provide the best little news­
paper in the Valley, the Montague 
Reporter, for many years to come. 

Thank you. 

- David Detmold 
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PAUL ROOT ILLUSTRATION 

LETTER TO ,I) THE EDITOR 

Call for Culinary Chemists 
Going into my kitchen these days 

is feeling more and more like going 
into a laborato1y. I have become very 
intrigued by why things happen the 
way they do - in the oven, in the 
microwave, in the freezer, in the 
toaster, etc. As much as it is satisfy­
ing to eat, I now want to know more 
about what is actually happening in 
the process of food preparation. I 
want to know, for example, how the 
lurking sugar in ce11ain foods is best 
drawn out, why some cheese works 
best in grilled sandwiches, what is 
the secret of caphtring jam at its 
peak, etc. etc. etc. So many ques­
tions, so many meals! 

I have come upon two books that 

make my mouth water just to read 
through the chapter titles. The first is 
Kitchen Mysteries: Revealing the 
Science of Cooldng by He1ve. This, 
and The Kitchen as Laboratory an 
edited book by many authors. Here's 
a sample of the things covered in 
these small, but exciting texts: 
"Faux Caviar and Skinless Ravioli," 
"Ice Cream Unlimited," "Baked 
Alaska and Frozen Florida," "The 
Boiled and the Bouillon," and "The 
Egg's Incamations." However, the 
laborato1y can be a lonely place, so I 
am putting out feelers for a lab prut­
ner. .. or two ... or three .... or more. 

Never having been in a book club, 
I tmderstand from those who ru·e that 

it can be a grand place to discuss 
ideas, debate differences ru1d drink 
wine. Should there be anyone in the 
Montague Reporter readership who 
might care to join me ru1d take a clos­
er look at these two books, I would 
be happy to host such a gathering. 
Just bring your curiosity, your scien­
tific bent, and your lab coat. Well, no, 
the bent and the coat ru·e unnecessruy. 
Just an interest in tmcovering some 
of the mysteries of the kitchen and 
maybe even doing a few stovetop lab 
experiments. You can reach me at: 
njjohnson@verizon.net. 

- Norma Johnson 
Mont.ague Center 

Thanksgiving and Giving Thanks 
By MARVIN SHEDD 

BERNARDSTON - Thanks­
giving is a day to gather family 
together to celebrate and to give 
thanks for the many blessings in our 
lives. For the 29th straight year, my 
wife, Sue, and I will host a gathering 
at our log home high atop Snow Hill 
in Bemru·dston. Hosting family and 
friends is something that we enjoy 
and look fo1ward to. Maintaining 
and passing on family tradition is of 
prime impo1tance to us and to our 
absolute delight, our two sons have 
always embraced the notion and 
often offer their own contributions. 
In recent yeru·s the day has featured 
visits from Sue's family, although 
it's not tmcommon for one of my 
brothers to drift in late in the day to 
have a cup of coffee and maybe a 
piece of pie, by the fire. 

For a number of years now, my 
oldest son, Michael, has done the 
lion's share of the baking. Interested 
in baking since he was a little boy, he 
often spent tin1e with me in the 
kitchen. It was there that I taught 
him the tricks of the trade that I 
learned from my mother and grand­
mother. His offerings vary from year 
to yeru·, but often include homemade 
bread, cookies and candy. Typically, 
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he makes extra, which he gives to 
family and friends. He takes justifi­
able umbrage at the occasional 
assumption that he uses a bread 
machine or a store-bought mix. Not 
to be outdone by my 24-yeru·-old 
son, I usually add an item or two to 
the mix just to show that the old man 
still has the touch! 

After a meal of h1rkey, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing and vruious veg­
etables, most will retire to the living 
room to sit by the fireplace, where 
talk may tum to the recent election 
or the various issues facing the 
nation, or less contentious issues like 
recent movies we've seen or books 
we've read. Others will retain their 
seat at the dining room table to con­
tinue whatever conversation they 
were in the midst of, and still others 
will don their coats for a walk 
arotmd the land my family has lived 
on for over 150 yeru·s. One thing is 
ce1tain this year - my youngest son 
will be showing off his new Mrutin 
guitru·, along with the Fender 
Telecaster electric guitar we bought 
him as a graduation present. 

Thanksgiving this year finds 
many Americans struggling to find a 
light at the end of the proverbial tun­
nel. Many, still unable to find work, 
are wondering if there actually is a 

light, while others are dealing with 
the destrnction wrought by 
Hun'icane Sandy. Issues like health 
cru·e, gay 11ghts, climate change and 
women's rights have divided the 
cotmtry, all too often along sti'ict 
party lines, even though most of 
these issues should be nonpa1tisa11. It 
remains to be seen whether our lead­
ers will move beyond the partisan 
politics that have characterized the 
last four years and, instead, begin the 
dialogue that will move the countiy 
fo1ward in a positive and const111c­
tive way. 

Despite the many issues facing 
the cotmtry, most ofus can find plen­
ty to be thankful about. In most 
cases, we don't have to look ve1y fru·. 
Remember loved ones past and pres­
ent, those who helped shape our 
lives, and those who make our lives 
complete by their presence in it. Call 
an old fi'iend ru1d tell them how your 
life has been enriched by their 
fi'iendship. Tell your kids you love 
them - they need to heru· it. Tell them 
again tomo1rnw. This Thanksgiving, 
after the football game and that sec­
ond piece of pie, when the guests 
have returned home and the left­
overs put away, may we all find time 
to reflect on all that is good in our 
lives. 

The First Week in January 
By ELIZABETH WARREN 

CAMBRIDGE - I'm honored 
to se1ve the people of 
Massachusetts in the United States 
Senate, and I'm grateful for eve1y­
thing you've done to help send me 
to Washington. 

When I'm sworn in just a couple 
of months from now, I want to fight 
for jobs for people who want to 
work. I want millionaires and bil­
lionaires and Big Oil companies to 
pay their fair share. And I want to 
hold Wall Street accotmtable. 

But here's the honest truth: we'll 
never do any of that if we can't get 
up-or-down votes in the Senate. 

Remember Jimmy Stewart's 
classic film Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington? I love that movie. 
That's what most of us think of 
when we heru· the word "filibuster" 
- a single passionate senator speak­
ing for hours about legislation they 
fiercely oppose tmtil they literally 
collapse with exhaustion. 

But that's not what today's fili-

see WARREN page 1 o 

DAVID DETMOLD, founding editor of 
the Montague Reporter, is retiring! 

Join the Board of Directors and other 
fans of the Montague Reporter on 

DECEMBER 7th, 6 to 9 p.m. 
at the French King Restaurant, Route 2, in 
Erving, for Detmold's RETIREMENT PARTY! 
SAVE the DATE! $20 at the door, includes 

substantial dinner buffet. Cash bar. 
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Shea Theater Seeks Aspiring 
Comedians to Open Popular 

New Year's Eve Show 

TURNERS FALLS - Did you hear 
the one about the fonner 
Massachusetts governor who ran 
for president of the United States? 

The Shea Theater is encouraging 
all area comedians - new and expe­
rienced - to audition for a slot as an 
opening act during the Shea's pop­
ular New Year's Eve comedy show. 

Anyone interested should pre­
pare a three-minute routine to pres­
ent. 

Auditions will be held at the 
Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A in 
Turners Falls on Monday, Nov. 19 
and on Tuesday, Nov. 20 at 7:00 
pm. 

from ZBA page 1 

which is in the midst of a complex 
and contentious controversy of its 
own. A landowner applied for a per­
mit to expand a gravel pit located in 
a commercial zone on Route 63, 
just down the road from Montague 
Center. The decision was strongly 
opposed by neighbors. The ZBA 
majority approved the request, but 
failed to achieve the two-tllirds vote 
required, in effect rejecting the per­
mit. 

The applicant is now challenging 
the decision in comt. 

As in the case of Montague, the 
Leverett controversy pitted the need 
for economic development against a 
desire to maintain the chai·acter of 
the neighborhood. A 2003 decision 
by the Gill planning boai·d to grant 
a special pennit for an outdoor 
paintball field raised similar issues. 
The proposed business, located in a 
relatively secluded section of town, 
was opposed by neighbors as 
undemlllling the quality of life in 
the ai·ea. On appeal, a dist11ct comt 
judge sent tl1e decision back to the 
town for fiuther action, noting that 
the board had not followed the per­
mitting procedures in its own 
bylaws. At that point a plaiming 
boai·d with new members rejected 
the proposal. 

These two controversies con­
cerned special pe1mits. The 
Montague ZBA decision involves 
two special pe1mits, but also a Vall­
ance, to allow the developer to con­
struct apartments below the 700-
square-foot minimum threshold in 
the town bylaws. The legal barrier 
for approving vaiiances is sigilifi­
cantly higher than for special per-
1nits. 

"We always wain people seeking 
vaiiances that the c11te11a are 
extremely na1rnw," said Putnam. 
"There have been only one or two 
approved [in the 15 years] I've been 
here." 

According to a detailed study of 
vaiiance law produced for the Cape 
Cod Coffilnission, a regional plan­
ning agency, the comts have consis­
tently stressed that "no person has a 
legal 11ght to a variance, and they 

from APPEALED page 1 

apaitments. 
In order to fit eight of those 

apaitments into the existing struc­
ture of the historic school building, 
developer Mark Zaccheo told the 
ZBA he needed a variance from the 
town's zoning ordinance requiring a 
minimum residential dwelling size 
of at least 700 square feet. One of 
the one bedroom apartments would 
wind up being 430 square feet in 
total area, seven others would range 
in size from 500 to 700 square feet 
under the proposal approved by the 
ZBA. 

The plaintiffs in the appeal, who 
include Mary Averill, Virginia 
Rose, Richard Dingman, Olga and 
Kenneth Hohnberg, Jenne Merrill, 
and Brian Pierce, maintain the ZBA 

are to be granted spaiingly." 
The 2007 study continues: 
"Since its introduction in tl1e 

early 1920s, the vaiiance - both 
area and use - has generated more 
controversy and debate than any 
other land use tool available to 
cities and towns across the country. 
Case law is replete with exho1ta­
tions to local zoning boards about 
their misuse and abuse of power 
and state legislatures have often 
responded with limitations, prohibi­
tions and a sttict na1rnwing of the 
opportunities for zoning boards to 
grant va11ances." 

The reasons for tllis 11gidity ai·e 
embedded in the histo1y ofva11-
ances. Contrary to popular opitlion, 
they were not 011ginally created to 
give local governments flexibility to 
encourage economic development. 
That is the purpose of special per­
mits. Vaiiances were designed to 
protect local governments in unusu­
al situations where, due to the 
unique conditions of a prope1ty, 
enforcement of zoning laws would 
cause sigilificant "harm" to the 
owner. Cities and towns could be 
vuhlerable to the challenge that 
zoning constituted an "illegal public 
takii1g," that is, a vittual seizure of 
prope1ty without approp11ate legal 
protections. The purpose of the 
variance is to "provide a kind of 
administrative escape hatch to pro­
tect the ordit1ance from being held 
unconstitutional," writes Mai·k 
Bobrowski in Handbook of 
Massachusetts Land Use and 
Planning Law. 

The Massachusetts law on va11-
ances was part of the state's Zoning 
Enabling Act passed in 1924. In 
response to the tendency of local 
boards to approve va11ances incon­
sistent with their 011ginal intent, the 
language of the law has been tight­
ened over the years, and a large 
body of generally resttictive case 
law has developed. 

According to the cmTent statute, 
tliree inter-related tests ai·e required 
to approve a va11ance. First, the 
boai·d must find that there is some­
tlling wrong and unusual about soil 
conditions, shape or topography of 
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acted improperly in granting the 
variance and special pemlits for the 
project, since the prope1ty does not 
meet the minimum lot size require­
ments needed for that number of 
apa1tments, and because the devel­
oper did not meet the legal bmden 
of proof of "hai·dship" needed to 
receive a vai·iance on the minimmn 
floor area for apa1tments. 

The plaintiffs have hired attor­
ney Thomas Lesser of Conway, one 
of the area's premier trial attorneys, 
to represent them. 

For the last four years, Montague 
has been trying to find a viable 
reuse for the 14,182 squai·e foot 
building, which the town has 
invested some hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars in for a new roof, 
new water line, heat and mainte-

the lai1d or stmcture. Secondly, the 
board must find that "a literal 
enforcement of the provisions of the 
ordinance or bylaw would involve 
substantial hardship, financial or 
othe1wise, to the petitioner or appel­
lant." Finally, a board must find a 
vaiiance will not cause "substantial 
dettiment to the public good." 

This is a very high hurdle to 
jump, and it is not entfrely clear that 
the Montague ZBA decision does 
so. Pa1ticularly problematic is the 
notion that the shape of the 
Montague lot or building would 
lead to "substantial hai·dship" to the 
prospective developer, requiting 
apaiiments below the 700-foot 
threshold. The initial application for 
a va11ance did not mention any 
U11usual features of the structure, 
but instead based its request on the 
need to "provide a more diverse 
product mix with apa1tments from 
400 square feet to 1,800 square 
feet." This creates the itnpression 
that the Vallance request was need­
ed to make the building a viable 
investlnent. Yet the courts have 
mled, it1 the words of the Cape Cod 
repo1t, that "a landowner's desire to 
maximize his profit does not consti­
tute substantial hardsllip." 

C11tics at the heatings questioned 
whether a developer who does not 
yet own a building can claim hard­
ship. If he deems tl1at existing zon­
ing laws threaten the viability of his 
business plan, he can sitnply walk 
away from the project and not pur­
chase the building. 

The ZBA va11ance decision, as 
filed with the Montague town clerk 
on Oct. 31, does directly address 
the c11teria in state law discussed 
above. Yet the ZBA boai·d itself 
never discussed these crite1ia prior 
to its Oct. 17 vote. The document 
with the justification was filed after 
the vote and was never approved by 
the board. Tilis creates the impres­
sion that the va11ance was approved 
due to the boai·d's estimate of the 
quality of the proposal and the need 
to "do something with tllis build­
ing," as was stated a munber of 
times during the heatings, as 
opposed to the critetia in state law. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

nance since the regional school dis­
trict consolidated the Montague ele­
mentary grades into Hillcrest and 
Sheffield in 2008. 

Zoning boai·d enforcement offi­
cer David Jenson said he felt the 
ZBA's decision was entirely defen­
sible. "I think they met all the bm­
dens in their findings of te1ms of 
relations with the neighborhood and 
hai·dship to the owner. The hai·dship 
to the owner and by extension the 
developer in order to make tllis a 
productive building is dose to obvi­
ous." 

Jensen said the town's 700 foot 
minimum floor area was antiquat­
ed. "Times have changed," he said, 
since the zo1ling act establishing 
this requirement was passed in 
1973. Changing demographics have 

It is not clear that the rationale 
for the vai'iance, as stated by the 
developer dming the hea1ings, was 
the same as that which appeared on 
the docmnent filed with the town 
clerk. The developer stressed the 
internal stmctme of the building as 
requiring a vai·iance to the 700-
square-foot mle, whereas the final 
decision was based on the li1nita­
tions of the parcel of land on wllich 
the building was located. 

The boai·d did not request evi­
dence that the shape of the lot or 
stmcture would create hardship, but 
appeai·ed to accept the verbal testi­
mony of the developer. According 
to the Cape Cod report, "the 
required finding is likely to nigger 
the need for expert testimony 
beyond the expe1tise of the appli­
cant and members of the Board of 
Appeals. This point is cmcial with 
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made a single-room apaitment an 
attractive option for many people, 
whereas two-bedroom apartments 
were considered a societal nom1 in 
past yeai·s, Jensen said. 

But fo1mer selectboard member 
Sam Lovejoy, speaking at the pub­
lic hearing on Oct. 17, just before 
the ZBA voted 4-1 in favor of 
granting Zaccheo's requests for 
special pennits and a variance, 
reminded the board, "Variances 
should not be granted lightly, or for 
a self-created hai·dship. The peti­
tioner has created a situation of self 
created hardship. I don't know how 
the ZBA is going to get around the 
court cases on this, up to a few 
weeks ago ... I can't imagine 
how this vaiiance can be Ill!■ 
granted under the law." ■!I 

regai·d to the requirement that the 
Boai·d rest its decision on factual 
itlfo1mation - studies, reports, and 
expe1t testimony." 

Dming the comse of the ZBA 
hea1ings, stt·ong arguments for and 
against the project were made. The 
board bent over backwards to allow 
the c11tics to have their say. There is 
a legitimate argument tl1at the 700-
square-foot 1nininlmn in the town 
bylaws is unreasonable. (Greenfield 
does not even have a minimmn 
requirement.) But it is not clear that 
the boai·d followed the criteria for 
variai1ces in state law and it1 
decades of legal precedent. Witl1 
abutters on School Street now 
appealing tl1e ZBA's decision on the 
Montague Center School, that mat­
ter will now be up to the 
court to decide. 
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Peter Cooper, of Brattleboro, asked the Public Service Board members, 
"Look at this photograph. Does this look like reliability to you?" 

from YANKEE page 1 Though outnumbered by the 

decades-long stmggle to retire and 
decommission Ve1mont Yankee. 
Together they were forced to listen 
to, and reckon with, the arguments 
and impassioned pleas of both sides. 
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their way into the testimony. 
"In the case ofVennont Yankee," 

said Georgina Forbes, of No1wich, 
VT, "we have a classic exercise in 
peaceful, democratic process, where 
for 40 years citizens have educated 
and mobilized fellow citizens to vote 
by town, and then to elect a state leg­
islature, a governor, and an attorney 
general who all clearly express the 
majority will of the people, and want 
Vennont Yankee to close, and expect 
Entergy Co1poration to obey the dic­
tates of the legal contract they 
entered into with the state regarding 

g timely closure and full decommis-
~ sioning of the plant. Will the Public 
~ Se1vice Board uphold the democrati-
5 cally expressed will of the people of 
~ Vennont as an essential public good 
w 
c that cannot be tmmped by a 

Louisiana c01poration for profit?" 
Or will the PSB listen instead to 

proponents for 20 more years of 
operation of VY? Philip Steckler, a 
business broker from Brattleboro, 
told the PSB that Entergy Vennont 
Yankee provides "650 good local 
jobs, has a payroll of $65 million, 
with the average wage plus benefits 
of $100,000, which is more than 
twice the average family income in 
the state of Vennont. It provides 
$100 million a year in economic ben­
efits to Windham County and 
Vermont, through taxes, and pur­
chases of materials and se1vices from 
Vennont businesses." He also asse1t­
ed that it gives $300,000 a year to 
charities. 

power. It doesn't emit air pollutants 
or greenhouse gases, ai1d rather pro­
tects our health, and our land ai1d om· 
air quality." 

But Brother Tobey, a Buddhist 
monk from the Leverett Peace 
Pagoda, countered such ai·guments, 
saying, "Nucleai· power is the other 
side of nuclear weapons. Ever since 
we've had the first chain reaction in 
1938 in a Chicago stadium, we've 
been producing a waste we do not 
know what to do with: poisons that 
are going to stay poisons for count­
less generations ahead." 

"We've had some wakeup calls," 
he said. "We've had Three Mile 
Island - that was a warning. We had 
Chernobyl, but then the industiy here 
said we use a different kind of reac­
tor, that we don't use the graphite 
moderated reactors, which ai·e more 
dangerous. But then a year or so ago 
in March 2011 - Fukushima, which 
is the same model Mai·k I GE reactor 
that's used in Vermont Yankee." 
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duce carbon dioxide, but there's a 
tradeo ff." 

As Brother Tobey concluded his 
testimony, Volz reminded speakers 
that the Public Se1vice Boai·d is not 
allowed to consider radiological 
health and safety when making its 
decision. 

The board heard more testimony 
about jobs, payrolls, and baseload 
power. But even if the PSB could not 
consider the health and safety of citi­
zens, those issues loomed lai·ge. The 
aging reactor has been responsible 
for the repeated collapse of cooling 
towers, radioactive leaks polluting 
groundwater and affecting workers, 
ai1d misplaced spent fuel rods, all in 
the decade since Louisiana-based 
Entergy took over ownership of VY 
in 2002. 

The public - including the public 
in Western Massachusetts - is wel­
come to provide written testimony 
concerning the continued operation 
of Ve1mont Yatlkee to the Vermont 

And opponents of the continued 
operation of the reactor have gained 
some important allies in recent years, 
including Vennont's recently re­
elected Gov. Peter Shumlin, Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, and recently re­
electedAttorney General Bill Soll'ell. 
Soll'ell continues to press an appeal 
of the federal district comt decision 
that blocked the 26-4 bipaitisan vote 
of the Ve1mont State Senate in 2010 
to close Vennont Yankee at the end 
of its original 40 year operating 
license, which expired in Mai·ch of 
this year. However, the same lower 
comt mling left intact the Vennont 
PSB's power to issue - or deny- a 
Ce1tificate of Public Good for the 
continued operation of the reactor, 
without which Entergy cannot keep 
the plant lUtllling. The hearing that 
began in the Vernon Elementary 
School on Nov. 7 holds the potential 
to be as i.mp01tant to the future of 
Vennont Yankee as the federal court 
appeal, which both sides predict will 
wind its way to the Supreme Comt. 

nuclear plant workers and their pro­
fessional supporters who got to the 
hearing early and crowded the podi­
um for the first two hours - many 
reading speeches with which they 
appeared not entirely fatniliar, as if 
the speeches had been written by a 
PR fum - nuclear opponents held 
their own as the hearing wore on. 
And while VY proponents hit the 
same arguments repeatedly and 
effectively - the multiplier effect of 
the nuclear plant's $65 million annu­
al payroll, the reliability of the reac­
tor's 620 megawatts of "clean, safe, 
no-carbon" power - opponents 
talked of eve1ything from Fukushima 
to c01porate influence on democracy 
to the fears of first-time home buyers 
in the Windham County area when 
evacuation sirens go off for their 
periodic tests. 

Though PSB chair James Volz 
reminded anti-nuclear speakers 
repeatedly that his board was pro­
scribed from considering issues of 
radiological health and safety, which 
the federal government has preempt­
ed from state oversight, and though 
the PSB is supposed to ignore poli­
tics as it mles on the issue, the full 
range of issues related to VY's con­
tinued operation managed to work 

Nuclear plant worker Ellen Coda, 
mother of two, who lives in the emer­
gency planning zone, said, "I'm 
responsible for reviewing industry 
events and insuring that VY teams 
from them and from the issues, and 
that it takes the [industry's] best prac­
tices and implements them at the 
site." 

''You look around this room tonight," said Patty Muffl!)\ chair of the Vernon selectboarri. 
''You look at the faces of the people that run this plant. Tbat?r Vermont Yankee. And there?; 
not a single one of them that would work here, and run that plant, if it wasn't a good plant." 
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"l11e reality of climate change is 
becoming more real with each 
named stonn," she continued. "I'm 
proud of working in an industry 
which is helping to combat climate 
change. Nuclear energy provides 
electricity 24/7. It is the largest 
source of carbon-free baseload 

"Now with global wanning," 
Brother Tobey said, ''we don't know 
when something's going to hit here 
that Vennont Yankee isn't ready for. 
And as far as not producing green­
house gases, the mining of uranium, 
the milling of uranium, and its trans­
po1tation is ve1y carbon intensive. 
Maybe the plant itself does not pro-

Public Se1vice Board at the follow­
ing web address: 
psb. vermont.gov/docketsandpro­
jects/public-comment? docket= 7 862 
or in writing to: 

Clerk of the Board, Ve1mont 
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Action on Native Battlefield Grant Delayed 
remained off the 
board's agenda all 
month, though the 
deadline for the grant 
application to the 
National Parks Service 
is approaching. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

MONTAGUE - On Oct. 31, 
the selectboard put off a scheduled 
discussion to authorize town of 
Montague to oversee an American 
Battlefield Protection grant appli­
cation to the National Park 
Se1vice. The $30-$40,000 grant 
application, which is being pre­
pared by Paul Robinson, former 
state archeologist for the state of 
Rhode Island, is intended to map 
and prese1ve records of the battle­
field where the May 19, 1676 
"Falls Fight" took place. The com­
batants were a colonial militia, 
under the command of Captain 
William Turner, and Native 
Americans of various tribes 
camped mainly in a village on the 
Gill side of the Connecticut River, 

f 

Artist Francis Back i sketch of the attack at Peskeompskut. 

refugees from the broader conflict 
engulfing the New England 
colonies at that time, known as 
Metacom's Rebellion or King 
Phillip's War. 

Earlier in the fall, the Montague 
selectboard voted to approve the 
grant application, in a 2-1 vote, 
with Mark Fairbrother adamantly 
opposed. Fairbrother called the 
idea "bass-ackwards," saying 
Robinson, and Narragansett 
Indian tribe prese1vationist Doug 
Harris should have first 
approached Gill, or Greenfield, 
where the battle and retreats main­
ly took place, before coming to 
Montague for suppo1t. 

On Oct. 31, with board member 
Pat Allen away for an extended 
vacation, Fairbrother asked town 
administrator Frank Abbondanzio 

if the board would have a second 
chance to vote on the grant appli­
cation once it was completed. 
Abbondanzio affinned the board 
would have a chance for a second 
vote, and promptly dropped the 
item from the agenda. It has 

✓ 
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According to select­
board secreta1y Wendy 
Bogusz, the battlefield 
grant is not on the 
agenda for the meeting 
on Nov. 26 either. Pat 
Allen is due to return 
home in time to attend 
the selectboard meet­
ing on Dec. 3rd. 

On Oct. 31, 
Abbondanzio defend­
ed the Montague 
board's majority posi­
tion to authorize the 
Falls Fight Battlefield 
Protection grant, say­
ing, "The grant would 
have to be issued in 
the name of the town 
of Montague," but, 
"the only work the 
town would have to do 
is to issue a request for 
proposals, hire a con­
sultant, and submit 

quarterly reports." 
The town manager went on to 

speak personally about his own 
suppo1t for the proposal. 

"I feel there is a strong connec­
tion with any future development 
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of any kind of Native American 
heritage center for historical 
tourism in the area. We're hying 
to seize the initiative and be 
proactive, so if there is a Native 
American heritage center for this 
region we're out front, so that it is 
placed in Turners Falls, which 
could have major economic devel­
opment potential for this town ... 
perhaps in conjunction with the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center. It's 
one piece, an important piece, that 
connects us to other Native 
American histo1y in New 
England," Abbondanzio said. 

Robinson said the grant would 
enable the town to "draw together 
all of the published sources that 
deal with the Turners Falls, 
Montague, Gill area and that old 
massacre there, to talk to local 
people and look at a1tifact collec­
tions, draw together the Indian 
oral histo1y and do what the mili­
ta1y tenn a terrain analysis. It 
would bring all of those approach­
es together," Robinson said, "to 
naffow down where the battle took 
place." 

Robinson said completing that 
phase of research would enable 
the town of Montague to go back 
for one or two more phases of 
funding from the National Parks 
Service, to fw1d an archaeological 
research design for the battlefield, 
and then finally to provide 

see BATTLEFIELD page 9 
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Millers Falls 
NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 

Voting Booths May Return to Town Hall 
Buildings Available for Development 

By PETER KOBEL 

The Montague select­
board voted Monday, Nov. 
19, to declare several prop­
e1ties in Millers Falls avail­
able for disposition under 
the town's commercial 
homesteading program. The 
move makes the buildings, 
at 26-28, 30 and 34 E. Main 
Street, a large section of 
downtown, available in 
pieces or whole, for free or 
for a small fee. While the 
new owners will get them at 
low cost, they must come 
forward with plans for 
developing new businesses 
there. 

The program, conceived 
by Town Administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio, seeks 
to take unused properties 
and, by incubating business­
es, put them back on the tax 
rolls. The town has success­
fully employed a similar 
strategy in downtown 
Turners Falls, leading to the 
creation of Ristorante 
DiPaolo and the Northeast 
Foundation for Children's 
workshop facility over the 
past few years. 

These properties, like the 
three in Millers Falls, were 
offered for a nominal sum to 
prospective owners who 
presented concrete business 
plans showing dollar invest­
ment required for renova­
tion and the number of job 
that could be created. One 

of the buildings is a substan­
tial, three-sto1y commercial 
block called the Powers 
building. The other two are 
adjacent wood-framed 
structures. All have com­
mercial potential. They have 
been in disuse for years and 
have been a blight on the 
potential for business devel­
opment of downtown 
Millers Falls. 

Lahri Bond, head of the 
Lake Pleasant Village 
Association, asked the 
selectboard to amend mon­
eys outlaid for refurbishing 
the Bridge of Names, which 
needed repairs before winter 
comes. Costs totaled just 
over $2,400. Bond also 
reported progress in restor­
ing the bell that used to 
grace the tower of the New 
England Spiritualist 
Campmeeting Association 
temple, which was 
destroyed by arson in 1955. 
However, no decision has 
yet been made as to whether 
the original bell tower is sal­
vageable. It may be restored 
or replaced entirely. 

The bell tower and the 
damaged bell has lain at the 
west end of the Bridge of 
Names for several decades 
at the approximate location 
of the old temple, reportedly 
burned by the son of the for­
mer Lake Pleasant fire chief 
who disappeared mysteri­
ously after the incident. 

In other news, Turners 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE lEVERITT POUCE LOG 

Falls resident John Furbish 
had submitted a letter of 
interest to be appointed to 
the board of the Montague 
Economic Development 
Industrial Corporation for 
the seat reserved for repre­
sentatives of low-income 
community. Selectboard 
member Mark Fairbrother 
objected to his appointment 
because of what he called a 
"conflict of interest." 
Fairbrother said that 
because Furbish writes 
occasional a1ticles for the 
Montague Reporter he 
would be conflicted serving 
on the EDIC board, because 
the Montague Reporter is an 
"offshoot" of Montague 
Community Television. 
MCTV is seeking to pur­
chase and renovate the for­
mer Cumberland Farms 
building, which the EDIC 
currently owns. 

However, MCTV presi­
dent Michael Muller said 
this week that MCTV had 
severed all ties with the 
Montague Reporter years 
ago, and ctll1'ently shares no 
board members or financial 
interests with the Reporter. 
Fairbrother allowed that 
Furbish could present his 
application in person at a 
subsequent board meeting. 

The selectboard also 
announced a sand pile is 
available for residents 
across from the Depa1tment 
of Public Works garage. 

Meadow Road resi­

Credit Card Fraud, Wires Burning 
dence. Subject trans­
ported to Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital 

Tuesday, Il/6 
3:25 p.m. Officer attempted to 
stop two unregistered all-terrain 
vehicles on Montague Road. 
Vehicles fled down Rattlesnake 
Gutter Road; unable to locate. 
6:09 p.m. Larceny of two propane 
tanks at a Long Plain Road resi­
dence. Later discovered to have 

been mistakenly removed by the 
gas company. 
Wednesday, 11/7 
7:15 p.m. Credit card fraud of a 
Long Plain Road resident. 

Thuirsday, II/8 
4:03 p.m. Wisconsin resident 
received threatening and harassing 
calls and emails from a Leverett 
resident. Under investigation. 
Friday, XI/9 
8:40 a.m. Wood cord stolen from 
Putney Road residence. Under 
investigation. 
Satwday, Il/10 
5:10 p.m. Suspicious silver van in 
area of North Leverett Road. 
Gone upon arrival. 
Tuesday, II/13 
I0:30 a.m. Medical at a Juggler 

by Amherst fue department 
ambulance. 
5:01 p.m. Wires burning near 
Teawaddle Hill Road residence. 
WMECo notified and responded. 
Wednesday, 11/H 
9:30 a.m. Attempted breaking and 
entering at a hollSe under con­
struction on Rattlesnake Gutter 
Road. No entry gained; door jamb 
damaged. Under investigation. 
2:02 p.m. Walk-in subject report­
ed car dan1aged by debris on 
Route 63 in Montague. Referred 
to the Montague police. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

The next time Gill voters 
cast ballots in a general elec­
tion, they may be voting on 
the second floor of town hall, 
rather than at the meeting 
room of the fire station. 

For the last 20 years or so, 
since Gill combined its for­
mer two voting precincts 
(Riverside and Gill Center) 
into one townwide precinct, 
all Gill voters have made 
their way past the fire engines 
and turnout gear in the fire 
station to the bunker-like 
meeting room in the safety 
complex to cast ballots in 
t0\\'Il, state and national elec­
tions. 

On Monday, selectboard 
member Randy Crochier pro­
posed moving the polling 
place from the fire station up 
to the town hall. 

Crochier said he is worried 
that the fire station, which 
se1ves as the town's emer­
gency operations center 
(EOC), may find itself t:Iyi.ng 
to do double duty in some 
future emergency, juggling 
incoming voters - who some­
times park too close to the 
building for fire t:111cks to eas­
ily exit - and outgoing fire 
engines. 

Ann Banash, pa1ticipating 
in the meeting by telephone 
from her vacation home in 
Florida, said, "It seems to me 
[that] if we are operating the 
EOC, we're probably not 
going to be voting at the same 
time." And she reminded the 
other board members, "A 
long time ago, there used to 
be a real division between 
Riverside and the rest of 
town. The people in 
Riverside," where Banash 
lives, "didn't want to come to 
town hall. The fire station 
was picked as a neut:I·al loca­
tion," for voting, as it was 
geographically midway 
between Riverside and the 
town Center, she said. 

Fire chief Gene Beaubien 
told the board he likes having 
the public come through the 
fire station each year to see 
the condition of the fire 

engines (shiny), and the gear 
on the wall, but, "My biggest 
fear is the fact that it is the 
EOC. We've been lucky the 
last 20-some- odd years noth­
ing has happened." Beaubien 
said he'd like the polling 
place moved to town hall. 

Town clerk Lynda 
Hodsdon Mayo said she 
appreciated the support of the 
workers at the safety complex 
to help her set up the polling 
station each election, but that 
the second floor of town hall 
- which is accessible for 
handicapped voters via a 
rarely used, but expensively 
maintained, elevator - would 
give her more room to con­
duct elections. 

The upshot of the conver­
sation: Hodsdon-Mayo will 
ask someone for the Secreta1y 
of State's elections division to 
come inspect town hall, to 
make sure it meets state 
requirements for a polling 
site. If it gets the OK from 
Boston, Crochier recom­
mended putting the matter to 
the voters at a town meeting, 
to get a sense of how the town 
would feel about moving the 
polling place to town hall. 

The board held a tax clas­
sification hearing on Monday, 
and heard from town admin­
ist:I·ative coordinator and chair 
of the board of assessors Ray 
Purington that values have 
declined overall in town, and 
since the town's budgeta1y 
needs have remained con­
stant, tax rates will need to go 
up. 

Purington said total valua­
tion in town declined from 
$152 million to $149.2 mil­
lion in the past year, largely 
due to a drop in the value of 
homes as reflected through 
recent sales. He recommend­
ed a new tax rate of $15.34 
per thousand, up from last 
year's rate of$14.55. He said 
the property tax bill for the 
average single family home 
would go up to $3,108 from 
$3,031, an average $77 hike, 
for about a 2.54% increase. 

Purington said Gill cur­
rently has the 71st lowest 
average single-fa1nily tax bill 

in the state, out of 338 cities 
and towns. In the 28 towns of 
Franklin County, only seven 
have lower single-family tax 
bills than Gill. 

Members of the select­
board commented that it is 
hardly fair to count Rowe, 
Monroe, and Erving among 
the towns with lower tax bills, 
because utility companies pay 
such a dispropo1tionate share 
of the tax bills in those three 
county towns, which rank 
second, third, and fifth, 
respectively, for the lowest 
statewide average single fam­
ily tax bills. 

Before eve1yone in town 
packs up their jalopies and 
heads to the hills of Monroe 
Bridge, the board has decided 
to seek u·affic calming 
devices, such as traffic cones, 
new speed limit sigi1age, and 
possibly painting the word 
SLOW across both lanes of 
u·affic near the center of 
town. 

Crochier proposed the 
idea, in response to concerns 
raised about traffic speeding 
down the hill approaching the 
Gill Tavern, or around the 
bend by Slate Library. The 
board will also seek better 
signage from the Mass 
Depa1tment of Transpo1tation 
to ttun onto Main Road from 
Northfield Road (Route 10). 

While they were dis­
cussing u·affic problems, the 
board agi·eed with Riverside 
resident Peter Conway that 
the potholes on the one lane 
entering Ttuners Falls over 
the Gill-Montague bridge are 
getting worse, and getting 
patched more slowly than 
ever. 

"They can knock your car 
tires out of alignment," said 
Conway, who admitted to 
hugging the guard rails to 
avoid them. Purington will 
contact the Mass DOT about 
this problem, too. 

Problems have also 
cropped up with the recently­
installed heating system 
upgi·ade at the safety com­
plex. Beaubien said it took 
four hours to raise the tem-

see GILL page 9 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

30 Montague St. 
TURNERS FALLS ➔ 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

&,am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e·PRO, GR/, SReS, CBR Olfice: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: l413) 83•-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: l413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

beds on 1 @corneas!.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Greenlfeld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Gre.u AnilrKlal P..:artne, 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEM6ERFDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

qissance IB:iiders 
OEalitp, ereftsmanship. ©riginal Gflwuglzt 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

u .::w ;_;.., Brion R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving t11e A,ea for ave, 25 years Certified, Bonded• lnsur,•r.l 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

23 Mon1ag1,1e s1r.,e1 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Bvvper 290-1162 

863-2471 
fqx 863-8022 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!i 

Certified Aroorist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lirt • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability; 

WWW.MATIEDWAROSTR.Et.COM ,1L 
Wendell, MA w/' ~--

Serving Hampshire And franklin Courilie§_"'\· ~.t~ 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-to\>"1.l location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

:Nina's 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebY(orks.com 

Uniquities, Frivolities & 
Unnecessariums 

:Nooft ~~ ~ 
art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.rom 



November 21, 2012 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 9 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

New Tax Rates Do Not Compute; Usher Plant Cleanup Plan Approved 
By KATIE NOLAN 

When assistant assessor 
Jacqueline Boyden entered the 
"minimum residential factor" 
voted recently by the selectboard 
into the state's real estate tax soft­
ware, the system would not accept 
the new MRF value, the board 
learned on Nov. 19. 

The selectboard had approved a 
63 percent MRF for 2013 during 
the tax classification hearing, 
increasing the residential tax rate 
by approximately 30 cents per 
thousand dollars value and the 
commercial/industrial/personal 
prope1ty rate by approximately 50 
cents per thousand dollars value 
over 2012. With a split tax rate, 
use of the MRF shifts the tax bur­
den away from residential proper­
ty owners and onto business prop­
e1ties. 

After Boyden questioned the 
state Depa1tment of Revenue, the 
DOR's Bureau of Local 
Assessment used its response to 
Erving's situation as a feature in 
its November "City and Town" 
newsletter. Over the last year, 
Erving's commercial/industrial/ 
real property values have 
increased and residential prope1ty 
values have decreased. Therefore, 
the 63 percent factor shifted more 
of the tax burden to businesses 
than is allowed by state law. 
According to Boyden, the lowest 
allowable MRF for the town this 
year is 65 percent, potentially 
resulting in a 2013 rate of $0.01 
per thousand higher than with the 
63 percent MRF. 

Boyden said she would seek 
ratification of the MRF at the Dec. 
3 selectboard meeting, after she 
has received approval from DOR 
for the town's property valuations 
and new growth figures. 

Selectboard member and town 
treasurer Margaret Sullivan 
repo1ted that a five-town agree­
ment on Union 28 (U28) employ­
ee and retiree benefits is not final 
yet. Sullivan, Shutesbury town 
administrator Becky Torres and 
town counsel Dom1a MacNicol are 
still working on language concern­
ing how to share the role of bene­
fits administrator. 

Currently, Swift River 
Elementary (New Salem/Wendell) 
is the administrator, paying the 
employee or retiree and then being 
reimbursed by the other towns for 
their proportion of the costs. 

Providing benefits to U28 
employees and retirees has been 
contentious for the five towns 
(Erving, Leverett, New Salem, 
Shutesbury, and Wendell) because 
the current benefits package for 
shared U28 employees is set by 
the package for the "lead town" 
(the town with the most sh1dents 
emolled). 

Erving, the lead town, offers 
more generous benefits for town 
employees than do other towns in 
U28. In order to protest paying 
more in benefits to U28 employ­
ees and retirees than to its own 
town employees, Leverett has 
withheld its share of U28 insur­
ance costs. 

Since passage of Chapter 206 
of 2012 session laws in August 

that allows each town to pay U28 
employees and retirees according 
to the town's own rate, the five 
U28 towns have been working out 
an agreement on how to fund ben­
efits. 

Sullivan said that the agreement 
should be signed and in effect by 
Dec. 1. However, because the lan­
guage of the agreement was not 
ready for selectboard approval at 
the Nov. 19 meeting, it will not be 
considered again until the select­
board's next meeting on Dec.3. 

School regionalization planning 
collllnittee chair Beth Lux told the 
board that only two of the three 
members had been attending 
meetings, and that the "incredibly 
impo1tant" work of the committee 
was falling to the other two mem­
bers. Lux said that they had asked 
the third member to resign, but 
had not received a resignation yet. 

Klepadlo remarked that the 
committee has "an aggressive time 
table" to meet. U28 towns 
Leverett and Shutesbmy fo1med a 
joint regionalization planning 
committee with Amherst this sum­
mer. If these towns ultimately 
regionalize with Amherst and 
withdraw from U28, continuation 
of the superintendency union by 
the remaining three towns would 
be difficult. 

Klepadlo suggested that town 
moderator Rich Peabody could 
appoint an alternate member to the 
collllnittee, who could vote in the 
absence of the third member. He 
asked Sharp to fo1ward names of 
likely alternates to Peabody. 

Lux said that she had talked 

with Pioneer Valley region about 
their interest in working with 
Erving on regionalization. If U28 
"falls apa1t," she reported, 
"Pioneer is absolutely willing to 
take in Erving - and to take in 
Wendell and New Salem as well." 
She said that the Pioneer region 
and Erving are "culturally siinilar 
- we're all small towns." 

Selectboard chair Eugene 
Klepadlo met Nov. 15 with the 
Northfield selectboard and 
Northfield emergency medical 
services director Mark Fo1tier to 
discuss a two-town shared ambu­
lance service. He repo1ted that he, 
Fortier and a representative of the 
No1thfield selectboard will work 
on a Inission statement for the 
shared service. 

Klepadlo and Sullivan com­
mented that Erving residents are 
not dissatisfied with the cunent 
ambulance se1vices, supplied by 
Orange for the eastern po1tion of 
town and by Northfield and 
Baystate Ambulance for the west­
ern portion of town. Selectboard 
member Andrew Goodwin replied 
"there is no pressing need to take 
action, but it would be a potential 
source of revenue." Sullivan said, 
"I don't see a revenue stream 
there." 

The boa.rd also a.greed that the 
town should tiy to find a qualified 
volunteer to attend a Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments 
emergency medical services meet­
ings to find out more about county 
regiona.liza.tion efforts. 

Town administrator Tom Sharp 
told the selectboa.rd that the 

BATTLEFIELD from page 7 

resources for public interpretation 
and education on the battlefield's 
history. That final phase, 
Robinson said, would be several 
years down the road. 

Robinson said among other 
artifacts that would be searched 
for, "A forge and large amounts of 
lead were thrown into the river as 
part of the attack." He noted, 
though the Native village attacked 
and wiped out in the Falls Fight is 
often characterized as a refugee 
ca.mp, "The Indians were using 
this as part of a base camp to 
resupply people who a.re going out 
and fighting." He said the grant 
would allow historians to look at 

GILL from page 8 

Massachusetts Depa1tment of 
Environmental Protection had 
approved the Usher Plant cleanup 
plan submitted by enviromnental 
consultants Tighe & Bond on 
behalf of the town. Sharp said that 
initial work, such as placing ero­
sion control ba.niers, would start 
this week. 

Checking the scheduling chart, 
Goodwin noted that mobilization, 
sanitation control and 50 percent 
of erosion control should be com­
pleted by the end of this week. The 
board asked Sharp to contact 
Tighe & Bond to be sure that all 
tasks are completed as scheduled. 

Sharp told the board that James 
Hackett, Cyd Scott and Philip 
Wonkka had applied for the job of 
emergency management director. 
However, because the town does 
not have a fo1ma.l job description 
for the position, the board asked 
Sharp to draft one for their review 
before scheduling interviews with 
the candidates. 

The boa1·d also decided to give 
the three applicants some "home­
work" - developing their own job 
descriptions for EMD. Applicants 
will also be asked to submit 
resumes, a list of certifications 
each one considers applicable to 
the position, and a list of certifica­
tions the applicant has achieved. 

The board approved a $10,450 
conti·act with Tighe & Bond for 
MassDEP-required post-closure 
monitoring of the fo1mer Ma.pie 
Avenue landfill. The conti·act will 
cover costs of analysis of ground­
water samples, on-site monitoring 
and repo1ting. 

the battle over a large enough area. 
"For instance," Robinson said, 
"Turners' retreat through 
Greenfield, Smead Island down 
river where a large camp of Indian 
defenders was based, who ca.me 
out and cut off Turners' reti·ea.t. 
Another possibility is to look at 
some of the activity on the 
Montague shore. You read the 
repo1ts and some suggest some of 
the battle was ta.king place on both 
sides of the river." 

Robinson said if the grant pro­
posal is approved, work on the 
first phase of research would prob­
ably commence in July of next 
year. 

II 
$200 stipend to allow newly elect­
ed town moderator John Zywna to 
attend ti·aining sessions for moder­
ators. 

Selectboard member John Ward 
said, "The moderator has a very 
important job in town; it would be 
nice to have him up to speed." 

Na"agansett Tribal Preservationist Doug Harris (left, foreground) and Paul Robinson, former Rhode Island state archeologist, 
won approval for a Battlefield Protection grant from the Montague S electboard earlier this jail 

pera.hlre just four degrees in the 
fire station garage one recent 
night, and the extremely loud 
blower in the meeting room makes 
it hard for people using that room 
to hear ea.ch other. The conti·actor 
who installed the system will be 
called in for consultation. 

Hodsdon-Ma.yo requested a 

Unless he is tiying to cross the 
Gill-Montague bridge. 

II 
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RETREAT from page 1 

appeal, Jacobson wrote, 
"Currently, the property is over­
built, unfinished and non-con­
forming. There is a commercial 
water system and a 1,200-square­
foot conference center, but no 
code-compliant guest rooms or 
cooking facilities." Those issues 
are addressed in his long-range 
plan. 

The Montague Retreat Center 
will undergo a building program 
stretching out over the next four 
years. When all is done in 2016, 
there will be 54 guest beds, four 
beds for staff and a four-bedroom 
home for the owners, 10 small 
cabins, a bathhouse with sauna., 
and a. commercial kitchen. The 
existing farmhouse will be com­
pletely renovated. 

The revenue needed to sustain 
the center will be generated from 
functions such as weddings, fami­
ly reunions and corporate retreats, 
with the corporate retreats provid­
ing revenue significantly higher 
than educational retreats. 

Sensitive to concerns of the 
neighbors, Jacobson told the ZBA 
that people who come to a. retreat 
are quiet by the nature of the 
event, and that ca.rs will an-ive and 
depart at roughly the same time, 
generally staying on the grounds 
for the duration of the retreat. "A 
peaceful atmosphere is integral to 
the marketing and appeal of all 
retreat centers," he wrote. "To 
compromise that by allowing rau­
cous use of the facility for func­
tions would be against our own 

WARREN from page 4 

best interest." 
Also sensitive to economic 

issues, Jacobson emphasized that 
the structure of the Montague 
Retreat Center as a. for-profit LLC 
means that it will generate tax rev­
enues for Montague and boost the 
local economy through several 
channels. "The center has hired 

U.S. Senator-elect Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 

buster looks like. In reality, any sen­
ator can make a phone call, say they 
object to a bill, then head out for the 
night. In the meantime, business 
comes to a. screeching halt. 

Senate Republicans have used 
this type of filibuster 380 times 
since the Democrats took over the 
majority in 2006. We've seen fili­
busters to block judicial nomina­
tions, jobs bills, political transparen­
cy, ending Big Oil subsidies - you 
name it, there's been a. filibuster. 

We've seen filibusters of bills 
and nominations that ultimately 

passed with 90 or more votes. Why 
filibuster something that has that 
kind of supp01t? Just to slow down 
the process and keep the Senate 
from working. 

I saw the impact of these fili­
busters at the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau. Fo1ty-five sena­
tors pledged to filibuster any nom­
inee to head that new consumer 
agency, regardless of that person's 
qualifications. After I left the 
agency, they tried to hold Richard 
Cordray's nomination vote hostage 
until the Senate a.greed to weaken 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The Montague Retreat Center 

and sourced locally so far and will 
continue to do so," said Jacobson, 
adding, "The more we trade with 
one another, the more sustainable 
the local economy becomes. The 
Montague Retreat Center will 
develop ongoing business relation­
ships with fam1s, local caterers, 
rental equipment suppliers, florists 

the agency to the point where it 
could no longer hold the big banks 
and credit ca.rd companies accotmt­
a.ble. 

That's not open debate - that's 
paralyzing progress. 

I lea.med something impo1tant in 
my race against Sena.tor Brown: 
voters want political leaders who 
a.re willing to break the paitisan 
gridlock. They want fewer closed­
door roadblocks and more public 
votes on legislation that could 
improve their lives. 

On the first day of the new ses­
sion in January, the senators ·will 
have a. unique opportmlity to chai1ge 
the filibuster mle with a. majority 
vote, rather than the 1101mal two­
thirds vote. The change can be mod­
est: If someone objects to a. bill or a. 
nomination in the United States 
Senate, they should have to stand on 
the floor of the chamber and defend 
their opposition. 

I'm joining Senator Jeff Merkley 
and six other newly elected senators 
to pledge to lead this reform on Day 
One, and I hope you'll be right there 
with us. Our campaign didn't end on 
Election Day - and I'm cotmting on 
you to keep on working ea.ch and 
eve1y day to bring real change for 
working fanlilies. Tllis is the first 
step. 

and more." 
Those grand plans do not mean 

that the property is lying fallow 
now. There are yoga. classes, medi­
tation sessions, belly dancing les­
sons and various events throughout 
the week. These a.re posted on 
Fa.cebook, but those without 
Internet service can call ( 413) 834-

Democrat Elizabeth Warren is 
the U.S. senator-elect from 
Massachusetts. 

To contact United States Senate 

ST 121E \'2.S 
• 9 lbs/ft torque \"-e'flaid' 
• Single stage 
SnowKing engine 

• 21' clearing width 
• Electric Start 
Power Prlce ...... $649.95 

12527HV 
• 12 lbs/ft torque :~ 1?!' 
• Two stage 
SnowKing engine 

• 27' clearing width 
• Power steering & 
remote deflector 

Power Prlce ...... $1,049.95 
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0855 for additional information. 
Jacobson is eager to share the 

beauty of the land. He invites 
artists and photographers to come, 
pointing out a. shock of fading 
wildflowers backlit by the sun. "I 
care a.bout people, comrntmity and 
place," he said. "It's all 

11 here." ■ 
~ 

majority leader Harry Reid and reg­
ister your support for filibuster 
reform, call (202) 224- II■ 

3542. -~ 

1830HV ,~o 
• 18 lbs/fl torque \"-e'/1310• 
• Two stage 
SnowKlng engine 

• 30• clearing width 
• Power steering & 
remote deflector 

Power Price ...... $1,249.95 

1827EXLT 
• 16 lbs/ft torque 
• Two stage 
SnowKing engine 

• 21• clearing width 
• Track drive series 
Power Prtce ...... $2,399.95 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)- '11 

2SMill=FallsRo: 1z ,S' 
Turners F-alls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pllnc.co111 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

-

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
I 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- -.._,. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

flRECISION 
J:¥ \ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
Gill. MA 01354 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

• ~®11'$0111l©l~8Z~ P®!i 
M@ITTroors©JI$ 

• C~©Jy/S1k>1111@ S~wi~pfttwr@ 
• P@W®rry 

• ~1111® Amt Dwawnng$ 01111~ 

~08111l1ro1111@$ 
TELEPHONE 413-863-9499 BY CHANCE OR 
www_signedinstone.com APPOINTMENT. 

65 CAtw. STREET• TURNERS fAUS, MA 01376 

t? PtTrR UJATrRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f k\:.~:-978-544-6534 WP~iell 

-~.-~-~-~-~-r.aiiii:"'\-~ 

TREE SERVICE 

Licensed and Insured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-522-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

Pn1ald&llldllt 
PraIrams lnllallle 

Clll fur DelallS 

~ 

Air CandltllRIIII 
S8nlce& 

llllblllllon '1Pl'',II I. 

540 North.Geld Rd., Bernardston 
-www.countryoil.com 

l-800-321-9992 
4 L3-648-9912 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURN·s LAWN CARE 

Spodall:dng in oil MpOm ol Lown a,rJ l>,opwty Moiiml,01'ltt.t.. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn Care to Us" 
ROJldential & Cammmial • lullv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Tawdry, with 
Dana Osterling, alt-folk and olde tyme, 
9:30 p.m., free. 

ALL THE TIME: 
EVERY TUESDAY 
The Millers Falls Library Club Free after 
school program. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Free 
Texas Hold 'em Poker tournament, with 
cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library Children and their fami­
lies are invited to come enjoy stories, 
crafts, music, activities and snacks. 10:15 
to 11 :30 a.m. 

Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 9 
p.m. 
EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll and Laurie 
Davidson. Children and their caregivers 
are invited. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Open 
Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

ART SHOWS: 

NOW through NOVEMBER 29th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Photographs by John Grabill. 

Hampden Gallery, UMass, Amherst: 
Stories Set in Stone, Sculpture by Tim 
deChristopher. DeChristopher is a sculp­
tor who works primarily in stone and steel. 
His work is deeply rooted in the tradition 
of architectural stonework, masonry and 
sculpture with a contemporary sensibility. 

NOW through DECEMBER 12th 
LOOT, Turners Falls: Separated at Birth­
paintings and installations by artists 
Cathe Janke and Stephen Cahill. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

NOW through DECEMBER 27th 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: A small 
retrospective of watercolors by former 
Wendell resident Craig Letourneau. 
Focuses on New England landscapes, 
English urban scenes and portraits. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24th 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Joe 
Young, americana folk pop, with special 
guest Ashley Jordan, country folk rock. 
7:30 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: John Sheldon 
and Blue Streak, rock, jazz, blues, middle 
eastern grooves. 8 p.m., $. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Roogaroos, classic rock. 9:30 p.m. to mid­
night. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Sandy Bailey 
& family & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25th 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Celtic 
Session. Musicians of all levels can sit in 
and perform traditional Irish music. 10:30 
a.m. 

~ Deja Brew, Wendell: Guberman & Paradis, 
~ classic rock duo, 8 to 10 p.m. 
0 
~ Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT Karaoke, 
~ 9 p.m. to 1 p.m., free. 
Cl. 

~ MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26th 
> . 
~ Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada Dino's 
~ Open Mic. 8 p.m.; sign up at 730 p.m. 

~ TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27th 
::> 8 Bezanson Recital Hall, UMass-Amherst: 
~ Mary Halvorson/Jessica Pavone. This gui-
~ tar and violin duo plays art song, chamber 

G M Ph P 
,,. ., 11. music, free improv. Open to the public. $ 

uy c erson, ro;essor emen,us 
at the University of Arizona, presents WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28th 

on ''Developing Durable Living Greenfield Community College, Main 
Arrangements in Light of Climate Campus, Stinchfield Lecture Hall: Award 

winning conservation biologist and profes­Change and Energy Decline'~ noon to 
sor Guy MacPherson visits Greenfield 

1 p.m., Wednesdqy Nov. 28, at Community College on November 28 from 
Greenfield Community College. 12 to 1 p.m to deliver his presentation 

"The Twin Sides of the Fossil-Fuel Coin: 
LOCAL EVENTS: 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21st 

Between The Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Gobble Ti/ You Wobble. Outdoor liquor 
license, food, merriment all day starting at 
noon. At 9 p.m., DJ J-ill spins at the Extra 
Point Nightclub. 

People's Pint, Greenfield: Quebecois 
Session. 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Simon White, 
acoustic reggae. 8 to 10 p.m., free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Rock 
201, Thanksgiving Show. 9:30 p.m. to mid­
night. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Moonlight 
Madness at 4 
p m. Seth Adam, 
pop rock, 6 p.m. 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: The 
Wildcat 
O'Halloran Band, 
guitar-based 
blues, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Route 63 
Roadhouse, 
Millers Falls: 

Developing Durable Living Arrangements 
in Light of Climate Change and Energy 
Decline." Free and open to the public 
The Wheelhouse, Greenfield: Creative 
Networking Buzz, artist networking. 6 p.m. 
Free. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl, blues, 
jazz. 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ray Mason 
and Robin Lane. 8 to 10 p.m., free. 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30th 

Greenfield High School Auditorium: GCC 
Dance Department presents their annual 
fall Student/Faculty/Community Dance 
Concert. Special guests include GCC's 

Sharp Drezzed 
Man, classic rock. 
9:30 p.m. to mid­
night. 

PHOTO COURTESY ROOGAR~ACEBOOK 

The Rooga.roos plqy '60s and '70s classic and radio rock. 
Come out to the the Route 63 Roadhouse this 

Saturday night, Nov. 24, at 9:30 p.m. 

Mixed Company, KOS Dance Company, 
BodyWave Belly Dance, CRAZEFAZE, and 
more. 7:30 to 9 30 p.m $ 

Next Stage, Putney, VT: A celebration of 
Froggy Bottom guitars, featuring acoustic 
guitarists Will Ackennan, founder of 
Windham Hill Records, with Scott Ainslie 
and David Surette. 7:30 p.m., $. 
Mocha Maya's, Wendell: Marji Zintz, con­
temporary folk rock jazz. 8 p.m 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: A 
Christmas Carol Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. 
$. 

Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: As The Dead 
Rise, melodic thrash metal, OFC, 
thrash/ska, Rebel Base, and Piece By 
Piece. 8 p.m , all ages, free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Hobson's Razor, rock, 
reggae & funk. 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Miles 
Band, classic hits. 9:30 p.m. to midnight. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fireseed, old 
time, jazz, celtic. 7:30 p.m., free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bright Unes, 
countrybilly. 930 p.m., free. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1st 
Franklin Community Co-op, Greenfield: 
Film Showing and Member Craft Fair. 
Shop local and have fun1 Local filmmaker 
Steve Alves will screen and discuss his 
new, internationally recognized documen­
tary short, Food for Change, every 1/2 hour 
on the mezzanine. Co-op member craft fair 
in the meeting room. Refreshments too' 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Montague Grange: Square Dance, with 
caller Will Mentor. All are welcome. 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., $. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: The 
Chickenyard, americana rock, with special 
guest Annalise Emerick. 7:30 p.m. 

11 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 91 
North (Heroes), classic rock. 9:30 p.m. to 
midnight. 

CALL for ART SUBMISSIONS 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: "Triple s· 
Sensual> Sexual> Smur show in 
February 2013. Artists may submit up to 
three works for consideration. Email jpegs 
to naban@verizon.net, with ·sss· in the 
subject line, OR mail jpegs on disc to 
Nina's Nook, 125A Avenue A, Turners 
Falls MA01376. Include a non-refundable 
fee of $10 (check to Nina's Nook or 
PayPal to naban@verizon.net) by Jan 20, 
2013. 

~~11}\ IK11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2 :30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 

Green Jobs Training 

Far more infonnation: 

www.bric.khousecommunity.org 
41~3-9576 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Old Town Hall, • 

Fine Wine 

Thursdfty, 11/22 
Oosed for Thanksgi"-ing 

Wendell: Open mic at 7:30 p.m. Primate 
Fiasco, dancable jam americana, at 8 p.m. 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: A 
Christmas Carol Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. 
$. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Jim Matus Duo, world 
fusion, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Fridfty, 11/23 9 to 11 p.m. 
Wildcat O'Halloran Band, blues 

Sundfty, 11/25 8 to 10 p.m. 
Guhennan & Paradis, classic rock 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Weadell Couatzy Store 

www.DcjaBrewPub.com 

THURS 11 /22 CLOSED 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

FRI 11 /23 9:30 FREE 
TIJWORY & Dana Osferting 

lold-timey alt folk) 

SAT 1 1/24 9:30 FREE 
Sandy Bailey & Jam & friends 

SUN 11125 9PM-1AM FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

MON 11 /26 8pm FREE 
DADA DINO'S Open Mic. 

71 TIIIID SflllET 
'IBIIUPIIIS,MI 
lllmnlllaTIIII.CIIII 
TBAIHP.1111 

"' 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
IS2AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

fl T'~ 
nclcYCLE 
274 Rt. 2,Gill 
Low Financing Available 
• clothing • used bikes (4131863-9543 • tank bags 
• accessories 
• gift certificates 

Allan • David 
email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 

WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Whatever holiday your family pa_thers to celebrate. it's the memories that 
make it special! Your family s films. video tapes. or slide collections can 

add to the fun-and they make great gifts! 
oO\lSl!IU 

Call us soon at LAPINE MULTIMEDIA-(413) 773-7747 - 'cuz even 
with our "quick as a l>unnf service, the holiday will soon Ile here! 

LICENSED. INSURED 
INTt;:~tOR/.E.XTERIOR PAINTING. ALL PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN Mccue:. PRESIDENT 

240 GREENnELO ROAD• !l'IONTAOUE, MA 01351 

P~Ol'fE 8 FAX: 4 I 3~367•9896 •RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

,~rol's Beauty Noo~ 
• 17 29 G Street, Turners Falls 
r,-. Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 

Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

(jift Certificates 4i3-~63-~ 
5{vaila.6k 

l!RSATIVS NAIRl!UTTING 
PSRMC a. l!OlOU 

/lllen, Women a. ~hffd~•n 

l .. ~JNi'S ~ C~°'t)-~ 
Gift l!etfifieates Available 

8'65-2022 
Matle C!aatln• 74 PROIPSC!T ff . 
lllehatcl Dl6eotge (Thursdays) TURNSU FAUi 

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Streec, Greenrt/d • 41 J.774-3500 • green{lel4@copycorprintshop.com 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

cttu1 of~ gaubt 

By LESLIE BROWN 

• spring and smnmer. I have at last put 
in the last of the daylily bulbs and 
will look fotward to their bright col­
ors next June and July. It pays to 
choose bulbs cultured for naturaliz­
ing, whether you love daffodils and 
the other bright lights of spring, or 
you want to increase the smmner 
flowering in your garden with lilies. 
They require little fuss and will last 
for many seasons with no fm1her 
intervention. If you have a bulb 
planter it will simplify the job, but 
you can also dig a hole with any tool 
available. Small bulbs like the cro­
cus should be planted at a depth of 
about three inches; larger bulbs 
should be buried about six inches 
deep. A little bone meal planted in 
the hole will fertilize the plants, but 
tmly these bulbs have all of the food 
they need right at hand. 

MONTAGUE CITY - The mild, 
blue days following the windy 
departure of Sandy lulled us into an 
unseasonable state. I retrieved a pair 
of sandals from the back of the clos­
et for our trip to Rhode Island and 
dreamed of a walk on the beach. Of 
course, the dark still fell early and 
with it the temperature, but the day­
time beckoned us to walks, stretch­
ing out in the sm1 and sitting by the 
fire pit with a huge fire late into the 
evening. 

Now, although the nights are 
frosty, the ground is still workable so 
that the willing gardener can finish 
up the delayed tasks of putting the 
garden to bed. It's still not too late to 
plant flowering bulbs for the coming 

Most gardeners used to believe it 
was imp01tant to tmn over garden 
plots at the end of the season, and 
looked upon the fall as one last sea-

son of dmdgery. We know now this 
isn't necessary and really isn't rec­
ommended: all this digging inter­
feres with the valuable work of the 
earthworms, and can potentially tuck 
in weed seeds for spring gennina­
tion, or bmy unhealthy fongi and 
other disease spores. 

The most irnp01tant steps are to 
remove weeds and old plants, espe­
cially any which were unhealthy. 
Do not add these to your compost 
pile. There are plenty of healthy 
products to compost for fotm·e use. 
Save vegetable gru·bage, coffee 
grounds, grass clippings, and leaves. 
This will make for a powerful addi­
tive to your spring garden. We have 
left whatever errant leaves have 
escaped into the garden beds alone; 
the snow will break them down and 
they will do next year's gru·den no 
harm. Similru·ly we have left the 
black plastic on the beds where the 
vine crops grew. It will bake the soil 
and help to deter the growth of ru1y 

Craig Letourneau: a Retrospective 

Craig LetourneauJ 'Jordan and his Uncle." Photo by Sa/91 Stujjin. 
By RICHARD BALDWIN irispu·ed by the work of Andrew gers to manipulate bmsh arid paint, 

Wyeth, particularly the latter's use of he had to figure out how to use his 
WENDELL - The Wendell Free 

Library is especially pleased to pres­
ent a small retrospective exhibition 
of works by Craig Letourneau, a for­
mer resident of Wendell from 1986 
until 1991. Letomneau made his per­
manent residence in Worcester, 
England, where he died in 
December 2011. This show is pre­
sented by his close friends in 
Wendell and his pru·ents who own 
most of the work exhibited here. 

Letourneau had a nearly life-long 
involvement with the arts, and over 
time perfected his style of painting 
in watercolor. Early on he was 

texture arid his somber palette. Many 
of the pieces in this show are painted 
in muted browns and greens, 
favorite earth tones cormnon in 
much of Wyeth's work. However, 
unlike Wyeth's regular use of dry­
bmsh watercolor technique, where 
most of the water is blotted from the 
bmsh, Letourneau had to develop his 
own way of developir1g textm·e. 

Letomneau had lived with MS 
thr·oughout his life, miraculously 
overcoming the effect of this disease 
to be able to make beautifolly craft­
ed watercolors. Where most artists 
would use their aim, wrist and fin-

PLACE YOUR COLOR BUSINESS CARD HERE 
FOR $12.00 PER WEEK; 12 WEEK MINIMUM. 

CALL 413-863-8666 FOR DETAILS. 

whole body, as well as his wheel­
chair, as integral parts of the painting 
process. It is hard to irnagine, look­
ing at his highly developed tech­
nique, tl1at he was forced to paint 
this way. 

Letomneau wrote on his website: 
''For over 25 years I have been 
developir1g my approach to water­
color. My watercolors rely on a bal­
ance of techniques - soft watercolor 
blends contrasting fluid color, har·d 
arid soft edges, transparent washes 
and bold strokes. I run not a water­
color purist. I often use the taboo 
titanium white to achieve rich body 

LEAGUES FORMING! GROUP BOWLING! 
OPEN BOWLING! 

Going &owling at the French King Bowling 
Center i, alway• a good time. Great pizza, 

drinks, games, friend, and fun ... and of courn 
GREAT BOWLING!" -Lmy Zarcone 

269 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

SK0TROK@URTHLINK.NET 
J0HN00EJUNI0R.C0M 

413-775-0069 

We buy record collections big and small. 
We carry every genre and speed of 

vinyl records 
(lPs, 33s, 4Ss, 78s ). 

Family owned and operated since 2009. 
Buy the record collector in your 
life a gift certificate for Xmas! 

spores mildew and other wilts. In the 
spring we can pull it up just in time 
for new plru1tings, leaving the ru·eas 
weed free as well. 

This is also a good time to mulch 
any delicate plants like roses. Since 
these plants are not set deeply, it's 
wise to bank up leaves or soil ru·ound 
the plants to give them a little more 
protection against the coming cold. 
Shrubs and trees have deeper roots 
and should not require mulching. 
Some like to protect shrubs ru·ound 
the house to prevent damage from 
falling snow. 

Now, before the ground hardens 
permanently, is a great time to gath­
er the plants you can use to make a 
winter garden. Choose mosses, 
Partridge Beny, Princess Pine, or 
small evergreens, all of which cru1 be 
found in any woodsy area of your 
yru·d. Find an old fishbowl, wine­
glass or brandy snifter, and line it 
with a layer of small pebbles and 
some soft soil. Set in your plants and 

color or use opaque mixes to form a 
veil to the underpainting. Also I may 
use ink, gouache, oil pastel or even 
liquid gold and silver leaf mixed in 
gum arabic to achieve a desired 
effect." 

The subject matter of these paint­
ings reflects his major interests: mral 
landscapes, urban scenes largely 
done ir1 England, and p01traits. The 
exhibition includes early work and 
fafrly recent paintings done in his 
home town of Worcester, England. 
He made many paintings of the 
beautifol Worcester Cathedr·al, some 
of tllese cormnissioned by the 
church. Some of the Englar1d urban 
scenes here ru·e ir1dicative of his later 
style, which was looser and more 
colorfol thru1 his earlier work. 

Letomneau loved music and was 
able to establish relationships with 
numerous singers, Lucinda Williruns 
and Emmylou Han-is among them, 
the latter having commissioned 
paintings by him. Here there ru·e sev­
eral portraits of musicians done 
loosely, and their spontaneous feel 
skillfully conveys the experience of 
performing on stage as well as 
Letomneau's enthusiasm. 

Letomneau was not only a prolif­
ic artist but also was very active in 
the social life of the arts in 
Worcester, Englru1d. According to a 
Worcester News obituary piece, he 
had opened the Kestrel Gallery in 
2007, organized a local folk music 
concert, and illustrated CDs that the 
Worcester Cathedr-al Chamber Choir 
produced. He had also been very 
active in helping young adults with 
physical disabilities at Crunp Allen 
in Bedford, N.H., and in England as 
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sprinkle them gently. Cover the 
mouth of the container with saran 
wrap and tie it with a bright ribbon. 
This plastic lid will keep your plru1ts 
happy and fresh for the entire winter 
season. One of these little winter 
gardens can make a great gift for a 
friend or fellow gru·dener. 

Enjoy also forcing some flower­
ing bulbs, such as nru·cissus, for tl1e 
holidays. These can be grown on 
pebbles or small rocks or in soil. The 
bulbs can be set right on top of the 
pebbles or nestled into the dirt. 
Sirnply water and place in a dru·k 
place until the green tops start to 
show. If you start some of these 
bulbs ir1 the next week or so, you 
will be rewarded with intensely fra­
grant white blooms by Christmas 
time. 

It's no smprise that we decorate at 
the coming holidays with ever­
greens. It's like bringing the garden 
into the house, remindir1g us that the 
long cold season will not last forev­
er and that the growth of all things 
green will retum. Brighten your 
home witl1 greenery and seasonal 
flowers, and look forward to curling 
up with those bright, colorfol garden 
catalogues that will begin to fill up 
your mailbox before you know it. 

Happy winter gardening! 

well. Letomneau had exhibited his 
work in numerous shows in the U.S. 
and in England and was a member of 
the American Society of Marir1e 
Artists. 

A reception was held ir1 his honor 
at the Wendell Library on Nov. 3, 
attended by his parents and friends 
here in town. 

We ru·e gratefol to Sally Stuffin 
and Rosie Heidkamp, our librarian, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Letomneau for 
all'anging this exhibition. 

Visit Letomneau's gallery web­
site, Wl,vw.kestrelgallery.com, to 
view more of his amazing work and 
see this show in the Hen-ick Room at 
the Wendell Free Library. The exhi­
bition mns from thr·ough Dec. 27. 

Library hours: Tuesday 3 pm.to 6 
p.m.; Wednesday 10 a.m.to 8 p.m.; 
and Saturday 9:30 am.to 3:30 p.m. 
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