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Turnpike Road Standoff 
Ends Peacefully 
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The house 111as a minute's drive from the town's public saftry complex. 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

TURNERS FALLS - What 
could have been a horrific situation 
on Wednesday night, November 6, 
turned into a routine arrest. At 8:03 
p.m. the Montague police received 
a frantic call from a man in distress 
claiming that his roommate, 63-
year-old Mark Holland, had pointed 
a handgun at his head and "threat­
ened to blow [his] head off." 

By then, the caller had managed 
to escape the first-floor apartment at 
74 Turnpike Road in Turners Falls. 

The police response was imme­
diate. First on the scene were offi­
cers Ruddock and Miner. Their first 
task was to get the victim to safety 
and interview him about the alleged 
assault. They also hurriedly set a 

perimeter around the house, began 
monitoring the exits, and called for 
backup. 

Chief Charles "Chip" Dodge was 
putting his child to bed when he got 
the call. Within seconds, he was out 
the door; within a few more seconds 
he was calling off-duty officers to 
come back to work. "Every one of 
them said yes, without even bother­
ing to ask for additional infoima­
tion," said Dodge. 

Once at the station, Dodge called 
in reinforcements from the state and 
local police departments. He com­
mandeered the community room at 
the police station as the command 
and control center. 

"The response was tremendous," 
repoited Dodge. "Within minutes 
the state police arrived." Also 

see STANDOFF page A3 

Veterans Day Observed in Montague 
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Elks offered a prayer and sounded 
the thumb chime 11 times to 
commemorate "the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month," in 1918 when 
the Amlistice was signed between 
the Allied Powers and Germany, 
thus ending World War I. 

The guest speaker was 
Commander Michael Walsh, USN 
(ret). Walsh exhoited the crowd 

-::;;...;c-==;... not to take freedom for granted, 

Cmdr. Michael Walrh, USN, ref. 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

It's usually cold on Veterans 
Day, and this year was no 
exception. The wind whipped the 
flags into a nlild frenzy as the 
Turners Falls Junior Band played 
patriotic songs. The small crowd 
gathered on the sidewalk in front 
of the Veteran's Memorial on 
Avenue A, next to the Carnegie 
Libraiy, pulled up collars and 
huddled somewhat closer together 
than they probably would have 
had the air been a bit less biting. 

Al Cummings, chaiiman of the 
Soldiers' Memorial Committee, 
presided over the ceremony. 
Also speaking at the event were 
vice-chaiiman of the committee 
and local VFW president, John 
Murphy, local American Legion 
commander, Brian Sansoucie, and 
Michael Nelson, who represented 
the Montague Selectboard. 

Members of the Montague 

and warned that both Russia and 
China remained threats to the 
United States. 

"The worst fears of our founding 
fathers have been realized," said 
Walsh. "The words, the deeds 
and legacy that they bestowed 
on us are being contemptuously 
diminished by those wishing to 
destroy us .... While we are putting 
Iraq and Afghanistan in the 
rearview miirnr, Russia has begun 
to rearm .... They are returning as 
a traditional nlilitaiy power .... 
Now the great Russian bear is 
back on llis feet. ... The Chinese 
have launched a campaign to de­
Americanize the entire world. 
This is a veiy serious effoit and 
is being conducted with state 
sponsorsllip .... Tllis is the nation 
that wrote the book on unrestricted 
warfare. [Tllis means] a no-holes 
barred campaign against the U.S. 
homeland." 

Walsh also lashed out against 
what he saw as the removal of God 
from our nlilitaiy: "In our lineage 
is the belief in God and country 
not in the governing power and 
God. God used to come first. And 

see VETERANS page A3 

Bob Mahler: 

"I Want the Union 
To Stay Together!" 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

ERVING - Back in May, when 
he first applied for the interim su­
perintendent's position at Union 
#28, the embattled elementaiy 
school union shared by the towns of 
Leverett, Shutesbury, New Salem, 
Wendell and Erving, Bob Mahler 
said, "I'm not interested in being 
the man responsible for the dissolu­
tion of the district. If I am given the 
job, I would do eveiything I could 
to promote it." 
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Mahler joking!y described himse!f as 
"the Abe Lincoln of Union #28". 

Now, agreeing to extend his one 
year contract until July of 2015, al­
lowing time for the fraught process 
of detennining which, if any, of the 
U-28 towns will leave to enter into 
some foim of regionalization agree­
ment with Amherst and Pelham, 
Mahler is turning to an historical 
analogy to emphasize his pivotal 

see MAHLER page AS 

TFHS Football Bests Top Seed McCann 
Tech, Advances To Division VI Finals 

Town Taps RiverCulture Coordinator 

By MATT ROBINSON 

NORTH ADAMS - "We 
prefer to be an underdog," 
Coach Chris Lapointe said 
before the Mccann game 
played on Friday November 
8 in Noith Adams. 

And although many 
pegged fomth-ranked Turn­
ers Falls as the clear under­
dog, the Tribe was able to 
dominate against Mccann 
Tech which was ranked num­
ber one in Western Mass. 
Coach Lapointe acknowl­
edged the Tribe was the un­
derdog but wouldn't use the 
word "clear." 

"I really didn't believe 
that we were the underdogs, 
the entfre time," he explained 

after the 32 - 6 win. "I 
thought that we had the bet­
ter team and would be able to 
do some things against them 
that would lead to success." 
And although the team was 
dinged up, Coach was con­
fident that eveiyone would 
play. "Healthwise we are 
good. Everyone is practicing, 
and ready to go," he said be­
fore the game. 

So how did the Indians 
beat the nmnber one team in 
Western Mass? "We defeated 
Mccann because we played 
the way we were capable of," 
Coach Lapointe explained. 
And with eveiyone healthy 
and clicking on all cylinders, 
this win, like many before it, 
was a team effoit. A team 

win. 
The Tribe chewed up 216 

yards on the ground, averag­
ing over five yards a cany. 
Jalen Sanders, Alex Carl­
isle, Trent Bourbeau. Brody 
Markol and Malcolm each 
can-ied the rock. Malcolm 
Smith was 9 for 11 for 204 
yards in the air, throwing to 
Melvin Moreno, Jalen Sand­
ers, Alex Carlisle, Trent 
Bourbeau and Brody Markol. 
Trevor Mankowsky had two 
blocked passes and a fumble 
recoveiy. Malcolm Snlith had 
an interception. 

Tmners Falls heads to face 
Mohawk Regional on Friday. 
Mohawk defeated Franklin 
Tech in oveitime to advance 
in the playoffs. 

The Turners Falls faotball team with coaches Chris Lapointe, Jason Wons~ 
Mark Puchalski, and Adam Graves. Coach Nate Coffin is not in the pidure. 

This year's team roster (not shown above in order) consists of: Ric'9' Craver, Trevor Mankows!ig, 
Malcolm Smith, Melvin Moreno, Tionne Brown, Mikry Babcock, Jack Darling, Nicholas Croteau, 
Quinn Doyle, ]a/en Sanders, Will Roberge, Alex Carlisle, Trent Bourbeau, Brot!J Marko4 Colby 
Dobias, Dustin Undef'tllood, Sam Danfard, Luis Vele-v Tanner Castine, Tyler Charboneau, Noah 

Palso, Cullen Wozniak, Ric/lg Smith, Owen Orti-v and Gabe Coira. 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

TURNERS FALLS -
Suzanne Lo Manto, a Holyoke 
aitist with experience in aits 
coordination and administra­
tion, will be the new Turners 
Falls RiverCulture coordina­
tor, pending approval by the 
Montague Selectboard on 
Monday, November 18. 

Montague town planner, 
Walter Ramsey, said he was 
thI-illed at the choice. "She'll 
be a good fit for the town," 
he said. He added, "she's an 
aitist, and we felt it was im­
poitant to choose an artist." 

The position has been va­
cant since July 2013 when 
RiverCulture's first coor­
dinator, Lisa Davol, left to 
work for the Franklin County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

LoManto told us: "I have 
always enjoyed Turners Falls 
and look foiward to being 
part of the community. The 
welcome I've received con­
fums that Turners Falls is 
special, full of positive en­
ergy and creativity. 

"I will do my best to pro­
mote the town, its aitists and 
businesses." 

According to Ramsey, 
LoManto will be moving 
soon from Holyoke to Turn­
ers Falls. He said that she 
was selected from among 
28 well-qualified applicants 
from across the state and 
region. Most, he said, were 
from the Pioneer Valley. 

Seven fi­
nalists were 
interviewed 
but the se­
lection com­
mittee, in the 
end, felt that 
LoManto 
was the best 
choice for the 
position. 

LoManto, 
originally 
from New­
ton, New Jer- • 
sey has lived 
in the valley 
for a nmn­
ber of years. 
She majored 
in ait at the ..,•,_ ___ .._ 

University of I • Ri' ..r J, . .1· Lo'" ncommg ve,....,u 'fure coorutnafor ~vLanto. 
Massachusetts, . . years ago, RiverCulture has 
A~erst, grad~atmg i~ 1995 consistently been awarded 
with a degree m Alt Histoiy. a series of Massachusetts 
. Ramsey. said the_ selec- Cultural Commission grants, 

tl?n committee con_si~ted of and has also received many 
lumself, town adi_rumstrator matching donations from lo­
Frank Abbondanzio, a local cal businesses. 
aitist, Michael Nelson from Since 2006, RiverCulture 
the Montague Boai·d of. Se- has brought in more than 
lectmen, and representa_tives $400,000 to develop aits and 
from the Montague Busmess culture in the village. 
Association and the Franklin That money has had a de­
County Chamber of Com- monstrable multiplier effect 
merce. in the community, which has 

RiverCulture was created seen new staitups in the busi­
in 2006 when artists, organi- ness disti-ict, and the success­
zations, business leaders and ful draw of folks from here 
town officials came togeth-
er to create programming 
ai·ound Turners' diverse cul­
tural offerings, scenic beau­
ty, and histoiy. 

Since its inception seven 

and elsewhere at events such 
as the annual Block Paity, 
the Montague Soapbox Der­
by Races, and the Franklin 
County Pmnpkinfest. 
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Honor Our Veterans 
At the eleventh hour of the elev­

enth day of the eleventh month of 
1918 World War I, "the war to end 
all wars" came to an end with the 
signing of the a1mistice between 
the allied powers and Gennany. It 
was one of the most hon"ific wars 
histo1y has ever known. Over 16 
million lost their lives; 20 million 
were wounded. 

Although A1mistice Day was 
celebrated each year here and in 
European countries, it wasn't until 
May 13, 1938 that the U.S. Con­
gress made November 11 a federal 
holiday. The original wording of 
the congressional act defined the 
holiday as "A day to be dedicated 
to the cause of world peace and to 
be thereafter celebrated and known 
as 'A1mistice Day'." That the day 
was dedicated to world peace had 
to be either a hopeful or ironic 
gesture, given that World War II 
was already inching onto the map. 

Although the day continued to 
be celebrated, the idea of A1mi­
stice Day being a day devoted to 
peace was largely absent. It clear­
ly had become a holiday to com­
memorate the men and women 
in unifo1m who had signed up to 
fight yet other wars. This reality 
became official on June 1, 1954, 
when Congress amended the Act 
of 1938 by striking out the word 
"A1mistice" and inserting in its 
place "Veterans." The Second 
World War and Korea were still 
ve1y fresh in the minds, hearts and 
bodies of Ame11cans. 

The substitution of the word 
"A1mistice" to "Veterans," while 
logical and in keeping with the 
cold war mood of the country, 
also changed the focus, at least for 
many, from peace to war. The new 
holiday was no longer dedicated 
to envisioning peace but to cel­
ebrating and hono11ng all waiTiors 
in all wars. 

Unlike the original Almistice 
Day, which proposed dedicating 
the countiy to a peaceful future, 
Veterans Day reinforced the no­
tion that we were a nation perpetu­
ally at war, and that all that stood 
between us and ce1tain dest111ction 
of our democracy was our sol­
diers. 

We feel it is only right that we 
should set aside a day to honor 
our veterans. The nation owes 
them much. They have consis­
tently given again and again well 
beyond what was even required of 
them. But we have to wonder how 
best to honor their sac11fice. Since 
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Vietnam, the U.S. has engaged it­
self in wars that did not need to be 
fought, and that have resulted in 
too many young people becoming 
casualties of ideological conflicts 
that have little, if anything, to do 
with prese1ving our democracy. 

Perhaps it is time to reinvent 
Veterans Day along the lines of 
what A1mistice Day once was: 
a dedication to peace. One ve1y 
real way to pay tribute to those in 
unifo1m is to send Americans into 
battle only when it is necessa1y 
for them to defend our freedom. 
We cannot undo the past; we can 
change the future. The national 
organization, Veterans for Peace, 
put it succinctly this way: "There 
is no better way to honor the dead 
than to protect the living from the 
fear, tenor and moral dep11vation 
ofwai·." 

It was traditional on A1mistice 
Day to toll the bell eleven times on 
that eleventh day of that eleventh 
month. It was a fitting gesture: 
peaceful, solemn and profound. 
While of course symbolic, it also 
was a genuine way, free of rheto­
ric, of reflecting on the extraordi­
na1y sacrifices and se1vice of our 
milita1y personnel. It also helped 
to remind Alnericans that wai·s 
could come to an end, that these 
sac11fices should not be in vain, 
that another generation should not 
have to bear such a burden. 

We have always felt that the 
way Veterans Day was celebrated 
in Turners Falls was moving and 
appropriate. The Elks sound elev­
en chimes. It tiuly is a commemo­
ration of those who have sac11ficed 
themselves for the countly. 

The hono11ng of those who 
fought for us should continue, 
however, long beyond November 
11. And veterans are in need now, 
as perhaps never before. Depend­
ing on the estimates, more than a 
half million veterans are homeless 
for at least paits of the yeai·. Neai·ly 
20 percent of those returning from 
Iraq and Afghanistan suffer from 
some fo1m of PTSD. 

Suicide rates ainong veterans 
( and active se1vice members) ai·e 
at record highs. Too many veter­
ans returning from Iraq and Af­
ghanistan ai·e unable to find jobs. 
And the processing time for dis­
ability claims is 11diculously slow. 
Recent figures place the backlog 
at nearly 900,000. This is no way 
to honor those who were prepared 
to make the supreme sac11fice for 
their countiy. 
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letters to the Editors 
I 

Veterans Day Speech a Saber-Rattling Sermon 
After attending the Veterans Day 

se1vice held this past Monday in 
Turners Falls, I left saddened and 
perplexed by the main speech that 
was delivered by Commander Mi­
chael Walsh. 

What should have been a se1vice 
of remembrance, thanks and grati­
tude to our armed forces instead be­
caine a paranoid-inducing, rheto11-
cal, saber-rattling sermon. 

How can we progress as a civi­
lization when we demonize other 
nations and cultures by threatening 
them with our militaiy superiority? 

Our schools remain underfunded 
and underachieving and our infra­
structure in need of attention. How 
can we justify our milita1y budget in 
the face of the chaos and upheaval 
we cause in the world that is a direct 
legacy of outmoded impe11alistic 

and racist thought? 
In addition to giving thanks to 

our servicemen and women, I would 
like to praise the school band that 
braved the cold and windy morning 
to play 'God Bless Amedca'. 

God bless America indeed! 

Gregory Balsewicz 
Turners Falls 

Leverett Teachers Deserve a Contract 
To the Citizens of Leverett, 

Did you know? 
Leverett teachers ai·e working 

without a contract. 
The Leverett teachers and staff 

continue to create and provide high 
quality prograins and an excellent 
education for the children of Lev­
erett. 

For the 2013-2014 contract year, 
teachers in Amherst, Eiving, and 
Swift River received at least a 2% 
increase, as did other Leverett town 
employees. Leverett teachers were 
offered less than 2%. 

Over the past 4 years, 6 veteran 
teachers have retired at the top of 
the sala1y scale and have been re­
placed by staff at a lower step. The 
savings to the town of Leverett from 
these retirements was more than 

GUEST EDITORIAL 
By RICHARD NATHHORST 

Time was Leverett was a town 
filled with young university stu­
dents, the "new age" forerunners of 
"the back to the land movement" of 
the 1960s and 1970s. Well, they are 
still here in Leverett, along with the 
descendants of the founding faini­
lies who have been here since the 
place belonged to King George ill. 

Time moves on, and therein lies 
the rub: Leverett is noticeably get­
ting older demographically. Lever­
ett does not have many young peo­
ple any more. Leverett is suffering 
the effects of that graying with de­
mographic and economic pinching 
of some of its public institutions, 
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enough to create pa11ty between 
Leverett and Amherst teachers, all 
of whom educate Leverett children, 
without increasing town spending 
on teacher salai·ies. 

The town select board has re­
leased an abbreviated sala1y scale 
for Union 28 that is ve1y mislead­
ing. 

Last year, teachers volunteered 
to work with students for 25 addi­
tional minutes per week. This was 
equivalent to two extra school days 
of instructional time without addi­
tional pay, effectively erasing last 
year's 1.5% salaiy increase. 

The school budget has been lev­
el-funded for the past 5 years. 

Leverett Elementa1y Staff suc­
cessfully worked during the 2012-
2013 school yeai· to elevate Leverett 

from a Level 2 to a Level 1 school, 
the highest level possible, accord­
ing to the Depa1tment of Elemen­
tary and Secondaiy Education. 

What's our hope? 
In planning the 2014-2015 bud­

get, the school committee will sup­
po1t the teachers of Leverett in our 
efforts to receive a fair and equi­
table salary. 

How can you help? 
Contact and attend the meetings 

of the Leverett Select Board and the 
Leverett School Collllnittee. 

Let your voices be heard in the 
suppo1t of Leverett teachers. 

Thank you, 

Karin Gravina, Vivian Kucinski, 
William Stewart~ Tracey Supple 

On behalf of the Leverett 
Education Association 

Musing about Time, and Leverett 
especially the Leverett Elementaiy 
School and the Leverett Fire De­
pai'tment. 

There simply are not ve1y many 
young fainilies in Leverett to gener­
ate children to attend the elementaiy 
school and contribute volunteers of 
the proper demographic age group 
to man the Volunteer "Call" Fire 
Departinent. This situation presents 
a problem: How do you staff and 
fund public services that are highly 
understaffed, and/or underntilized, 
but have fixed economic costs? 

I've listened to the woes of the 
public schools and fire depa1tment, 
and listened to those who want to 
maintain the status quo. My con­
clusion is that halfway measures ai·e 

not going to work. We need to look 
for solutions that go beyond the bor­
ders of Leverett. 

The reality is that we need to 
regionalize the elementaiy school 
system for grades K-8 soon. We 
have a wonderful public school but 
it is unsustainable without region­
alization. We need to face the facts 
the we can not populate the school 
with "school choice" students who 
cost the town more money than they 
bring in. Will this lead to the closing 
of the Leverett Elementaiy School? 
Perhaps, but it is the only way. 

In the case of the fire department, 
it has been proposed that Leverett 
hire a young man who has attended 

see GUEST ED on next page 
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lOCAl BRIEFS 
Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Nolumbeka project will 
be sponsoring a Beaver Moon 
Gathering from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Great Hall of the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center. A variety 
of Native American crafts will 
be offered for sale. Other events 
include music by Native American 
flute player Barry Higgins, Strong 
Oak and the Visioning B.E.A.R. 
Dmm Singers, Medicine Mammals 
Singers, and songwriter-guitarist 
Joe Graveline. 

Wolf Tree Programs will offer 
stone tool-making and primitive fire­
making demonstrations, and there 
will also be children's activities, 
refreshments and a traditional 
gardens exhibit. A raffle drawing 
will be held at 2 p.m. for items that 
will include jewehy, a moose hide 
frame dium and other unique gifts. 

Historic Deerfield comes 

STANDOFF from page A 1 

converging on Turners Falls were 
police from Greenfield, Erving 
and Gill, as well as the state Spe­
cial Tactical Operations (STOP) 
Team. Dodge explained that he and 
the deparhnent had previously re­
ceived tactical training and instrnc­
tion from the STOP team on how to 
respond to an "active shooter," and 
was therefore acquainted with the 
capacities of this special unit. 

Among the many other calls 
Dodge made was to WMECO to 
assist with shutting off street lights, 
if necessa1y, and to the Montague 
Highway Depa1tment to set up 
blockades on Turnpike Road to 
prevent motorists from entering the 
scene. Once the Erving, Gill and 
Deerfield police an-ived, they took 
over on the banicades. 

He also secured an ai1·est war­
rant for the suspect, who was now 

GUEST ED from previous page 

the fire academy as a full-time 
fire fighter and not change much 
else. This is another attempt to pre­
serve the status quo with halfway 
measures. 

The reality is that 48% of the fire 
deparhnent's calls since 2002 are 
for medical emergencies, not fires 
or other incidents. Nothing comes 
close to medical emergencies sta­
tistically. So why are we proposing 
hiring a fire fighter, and not a full 
time pai·amedic or EMT? Well, he's 
on the force, and because we are not 
looking for a more holistic solution: 
namely, fonning a fire dish-ict that 
serves a broader area than Leverett. 
In short, we need to regionalize the 
fire deparhnent too. 

This of course is heresy in the fire 
deparhnent which, like most such 
rural departments, is a dedicated but 
insular group of people who are in 
fact a bit of a private club that re­
sists change and new members with 
new ideas. 

Two of the fire department mem­
bers stated "this is a fire depaitment 
not a social club," in response to 
concerns that new volllllteer mem­
bers leave the organization in re­
sponse to the inflexibility of the 
organization and its unwillingness 
to change. 

In fact, the clubbiness is there, in 
the form of a group of graying men 
with military backgrounds. It is a so­
cial club of a different kind, unsus­
tainable in a town that is dominated 
by graying academics and higher­
education professionals, high-tech­
nology professionals and people in 
the arts who make up much of the 
Leverett population today. 

We must face the facts that Lev­
erett cannot continue to sustain both 
a standalone fire deparhnent and a 
standalone elementa1y school. It is 
time we seek to join with adjacent 
rural towns to fo1m regional schools 
and fire disti·icts. If we regional-

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

to Greenfield Savings Bank 
in Turners Falls on Saturday, 
November 16, from 10 a m. to noon. 
Steeped in colonial life and tradition, 
Historic Deerfield is a flurry of 
activity, events and demonstrations 
as the Holiday Season approaches. 
This world-famous colonial village 
is a sho1t jaunt down the highway 
from anywhere in Franklin County 
and simply walking the streets 
brings us closer to days gone by. 

Staffers from Historic Deerfield 
will be on hand to provide 
info1mation as well as hand out 
brochures and items of interest for 
upcoming events, many of which 
are free and open to the public. The 
possibilities are endless and GSB is 
grateful to offer this opp01tunity to 
experience colonial life right in our 
back yard. 

Looking to not bake a pie 
for Thanksgiving? Franklin 
Collllty Tech School Culina1y Arts 

identified as Holland. 
Meanwhile, the Montague and 

state police were talking to wit­
nesses, and a course of action was 
set up. According to Dodge, at this 
point the STOP team "pretty much 
took over." 

A perimeter was secured around 
the entire prope1ty, and officers 
positioned at sti·ategic locations. 
At 10:41, state police negotiators 
made contact with Holland. Dodge 
said that he was quite impressed 
with how well they approached the 
subject of Holland's smrender. 

Within 20 minutes an una1med 
Holland walked out of the house. 
"It was quick and smooth. Holland 
did exactly what he was requested 
to do," said Dodge. "We were pre­
pared for the worst, but were ve1y 
glad there was no violence." Ac­
cording to Dodge, the suspect was 
inebriated. 

ize, we could hire a professionally 
trained regional fire chief, to replace 
town chiefs who are rapidly reach­
ing mai1dat01y retirement age. We 
could also afford more ambulance 
services, a full-time, professional 
paramedic, and perhaps some EMT 
coverage to boot - and in the pro­
cess, better serve the town's needs. 

There is another reality we need 
to accept, and that is that Lever­
ett, Shutesbmy and Pelham are no 
longer in the sphere of influence of 
Greenfield, but ai·e in reality sub­
urbs of Amherst. 

It makes far more sense for Lev­
erett to join with those towns, and 
regionalize K-8 as is clll1'ently the 
case with the high school classes. 
This reality also applies to Montague 
Center, which also is in the same 
gravitational pull of the higher-edu­
cation establishment in Amherst, 
and should perhaps be included in 
the mix. Will this lead to closings 
of more elementaiy schools in these 
towns, like Montague Center has 
recently suffered? Perhaps, but con­
sider that there do not appear to be 
many sustainable alternatives. 

Leverett has had the courage to 
build its own broadband network 
and fo1m its own municipal lighting 
plant, in response to the abdication 
of the local telecommunications 
utilities. These progressive deci­
sions will attract more young people 
to move to Leverett, and may help to 
balance the demographics and eco­
nomics. They will ce1tainly help in 
commllllications and on-line medi­
cal and welhless monitoring, as well 
as fire alarms, intmsion alai·ms and 
medical emergency monito1111g. 

Leverett can potentially share 
what it has leained with adjacent 
towns, creating a regional broad­
band resource. It can also help lead 
the way to progressive regional so­
lutions to the realities facing town 

schools ai1d fire depart- 1-■..,. 
ments. ~ 
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Depaitment is offering a selection 
of pies to ease that wony. Their 
selection includes apple, pecan, 
pumpkin, lemon meringue, sweet 
potato, and peanut butter. Orders 
need to be placed by November 18 
with a pick up date ofNovember 26 
or 27. Prices range from $8 to $11. 
Order by going to wwwjcts.org and 
clicking on the Thanksgiving Pie 
selection screen or call the school 
at (413) 863-9561 and ask for the 
Culina1y Dept. 

The 5th Annual Sustainable 
Living Film Series features 
"Switch" presented by Greening 
Greenfield on Wediiesday, Nov 
20, sta1ting at 8 pm. Switch is a 
documenta1y about energy, and how 
we can choose our energy future, 
and switch from fossil fuels to more 
Ea1th-friendly options and prosper. 

Through a fascinating voyage 
arolllld the world with our hosts, we 
will meet with people working in 
the energy industiy - from coal and 
nuclear to solai·, wind and more - and 
explore the pros and cons of how 
we power our lives. For inspiration, 
you also travel to collllti·ies that are 
fossil fuel free. 

The program is offered in 
pa1tnership with the St. James 
Episcopal Church in their Parish 
Hall, at 8 Church Sti·eet behind their 

Once the suspect was in cus­
tody, officers began to search the 
apa1tment. They found a Walther 
P99 9mm semiautomatic handgun 
with a lai·ge capacity magazine. 
Additional ainmunition was also 
found. According to Dodge, Hol­
land did not have a fireaims license 
to possess these items. 

Holland was chai·ged with the 
following offenses: assault with a 
dangerous weapon; threat to com­
mit a crime; assault (domestic); dis­
orderly conduct; cai1ying a danger­
ous weapon; unlawful possession of 
a large capacity firea1m; unlawful 
possession of ammunition; unlaw­
ful possession of a large capacity 
feeding device; and improper stor­
age of a large capacity firearm. 

A more extensive seai·ch of the 
apa1tment led to the discove1y of a 
device with protrnding wires. This 
led to a call to the state police bomb 
squad who determined that the de­
vice was not a bomb, but perhaps 
part of a hain radio kit. The search 
also turned up a hollowed-out gre­
nade, deemed inactive. 

On November 7, Holland was 
a1rnigned in Greenfield Disti·ict 
Court and pleaded not guilty to all 
nine charges. Holland's attorney 
said that his client was "passed 

Federal St. church, in Greenfield. 
Adinission is free and donations 
accepted. Discussion will follow 
the film. 

The Leverett Peace Commission 
presents "Project Unspeakable", 
a dramatic presentation of the 
meaning and circumstances of the 
assassinations of JFK, Malcohn 
X, MLK, and RFK, at the Leverett 
Elemena1y School, 85 Montague 
Road, on Friday, November 22, 
staiting at 7 p.m. 

Project Unspeakable is a play 
written by Comt Dorsey and 
associates that tells the whys and 
wherefores of these assassinations, 
using the documented words of 
the real historical persons involved 
in these events. The authors 
and producers plan hm1dreds of 
pe1fo1mances arom1d the counhy 
in the tradition of the Vagina 
Monologues and the Lai·a1nie 
Project. 

The nationwide lallllch will take 
place on November 22, the 50th 
anniversa1y of the assassination 
of President Kennedy, with the 
first perfo1mance in the Valley in 
Leverett. 

The Gill/Montague Senior 
Center Christmas Bazaar is 
Saturday, November 23, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The Senior Center 

out on the couch" during the en­
tire episode, and that the handgun 
and grenade were fake movie props 
Holland had acquired when he was 
employed as a movie production 
assistant. 

Holland was held on $50,000 
bail. He is due back in comt I;' 
on December 2. (I 
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there are disturbing signs that 
God is being removed from the 
oath and is being ditninished in 
the culture of the military. Well, 
if we outlaw God, the only people 
out there praying are going to be 
bad guys." 

In his closing remarks he 
also warned that divisiveness 
withit1 the counhy to militaiy 
coIDinitment was perilous: "Our 
house is in disorder. We ai·e 
not united by spirit or purpose. 
We cannot afford any sense of 
isolation." 

Not eve1yone it1 the crowd 
on the sidewalk seemed to agree 
with the commander: "I guess 
I better grab my hehnet," said 
one person. "Yep," said his 

companion. "I guess the 1-■..., 
Cold War is back." ~ 

Montague 
Streetscape Planter Guidelines 

Public Meeting 
~ 

Monday, Nove1nber 18 
7:15 PM ~ 

Town Hall, 1 Avenue A, T1u·I1eI·s Falls, MA 

Public Meeting 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 138, 
General Laws, as amended, the inhabitants of the Town 
of Montague are hereby notified that The Montague 
Parks & Recreation Department and Lake Pleasant 
Village Association will be sponsoring a meeting 
regarding Rutter's Park in the village of Lake Pleasant. 

The meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
November 20, at 7 p.rn. in the Spiritualist Hall, 
on Montague A venue in Lake Pleasant, 01347. 

Public participation is welcomed. 

Notice of Public Hearing 
2014 Montague Community Development Strategy 

Annual Update 
Tuesday, November 26, 2013 - 6:30 p.m. 
2nd Floor Meeting Room of Town Hall 

One Avenue A, Turners Falls 
Come help the Town prioritize community development 
projects! Review the plan at www.montague.net or at the 

Planning Department. 
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at 52 Fifth Street in Turners Falls 
will be full of food, crafts, gifts and 
raffle prizes. 

The bazaar is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Senior Center and 
helps to raise funds for center needs 
and activities. 

The Little Drummer Craft 
Fair returns to the Franklin County 
Technical School on Saturday, 
Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This 
jm-ied craft fair features a1tists 
and craftspeople from throughout 
the Pioneer Valley and beyond, 
presenting their m1ique handcrafted 
products. This yeai·, artists will also 
travel from Connecticut, Ve1mont, 
New Hampshire and Maine for the 
show. All proceeds from this event 
benefit the FCTS Music Depa1tment 
and award-winning Dmmline. 

Crafts and a1twork this yeai· 
include an asso1tment of wood 
turned and caived wood products, 
fine jewehy, quilts, pamtmgs, 
baskets, felted and re-purposed 
products, soaps, lavender products, 
herbal crafts, word b11cks, c11bbage 
boards, sewn gifts, fudge, 
gifts for your pets, handbags, 
soft toys, paper products, fine 
photography, fiber arts, and more. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413-256·1594 
At the Montague Retreat Center 

177 Ripley Road 
Montague, MA 01351 

%na's 

li££k, 
& Unnecessariums 

7250 Avenue A, Turners Foils 
413.834.8800 ninosnook.com 

weds 4-6 
1hurs 4-6 
fri & sat 7-6 

art . craft . design . 

cfCtJw GtJDrPin 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
7 days a week 

Route 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

Rt.E.NFIEL 
O0PERATIVE 

- 'I 
oc:allyOwned Since 1S18 

269 High Street - Greenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 
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The Montague 
Congregational Church 

4 North Street 

Fete Noel 
Saturday, Nov. 16 
9 A.M to 1:30 P.M. 
Holiday fair features 

homemade candy, food, 

drawings, used clothing, 

crafts, holiday item.s, fair 

trade coffee/products 

Join us for AM coffee 
Lunch with corn chowder 

Stuffed rolls 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

117 

now located at 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

JAKE"S TA VERN 

66 AVENUE A 

TURNERS FALLS 

FALL MADNESS 
TUES: $2 OFF ANY 

WRAP W/FRIES 

WEDS: $2 OFF ANY 
BURGER W/FRIES 

THURS: $2 OFF 
HADDOCK SANDWICHES 

KITCHEN OPEN: 
MON THRU SAT 11-9 

SUN 12-8 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\llcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SA.ND & &BAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 
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NOTES FROM THE GMRSD SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Superintendent Sullivan Gives Graphic 
Demonstration of Students' Improvement 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

On Tuesday GMRSD superin­
tendent Michael Sullivan, aided 
here and there by the District's four 
principals, told a compelling sto1y 
of the district's progress, strengths, 
and areas still in need of improve­
ment. His presentation was based 
on student perfo1mance on multiple 
tests, ranging from state-mandated 
MCAS, to the NWEA Measure of 
Academic Progress (MAP) Assess­
ments. 

The layout of student scores in 
English language, a1ts, math, and 
science, as well as the assessment 
of growth from one year to the next, 
gives a clear picture of where our 
students stand with respect to these 
areas of learning. 

Sullivan noted that we know that 
our district has come up out of its 
level 4 status. These dty statistics, 
however, speak loudly to the ef­
forts of both students and teachers 
to strengthen the learning and skills 
learned in their classrooms. 

norms for growth. 
At this point Sullivan offered 

what he called "an MCAS alterna­
tive" proposal, based on the cha1t 
below. 

Sullivan proposed that given 
these historical increases, perhaps 
an MCAS increase of five percent­
age points in ELA and Math for 
2013-14 would be a more realistic 
goal to strive for in the next year. 

Conversely, he proposed a sec­
ond MCAS alternative: retain the 
two NWEA goals above but use a 
new MCAS goal in which MCAS 
student growth percentiles will ex­
ceed 50 (the state average) in each 
subject and grade level where it is 
calculated (Grades 4-8 and 10 in 
ELA and math). This goal will exist 
for two categories: all students and 
special education students. 

Another alternative proposal was 
to utilize the Student Leaming Goal 
for the purposes of educator evalu­
ation. Sullivan proposed develop­
ing district dete1mined measures 
(DDM) of student learning for 

PERCENTAGE SCORING ADVANCED AND PROFICIENT 

ELA ELA Math Math 
GMRSD State GMRSD State 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

59 

60 

61 

62 

With these measures before 
them, and mindful of the areas still 
in need of improvement, the super­
intendent, principals and teachers 
have set goals for the years ahead 
through 2015. 

As part of this effo1t, Sullivan 
laid out his goals for the District's 
continued improvement of student 
learning as follows to meet the 
student achievement targets estab­
lished in the district's Accelerated 
Improvement Plan (AIP) for 2013-
2014. 

Clmently, the AIP measure says 
that on the Spring 2014 MCAS re­
sults in ELA and Math, the percent­
age of students scoring advanced 
or proficient will increase by 10%; 
in addition, at all grade levels, in 
both ELA and Math, 70% or more 
students will score proficient on the 
spring 2014 NWEA MAP assess­
ments, and the growth scores (RIT 
averages) will exceed the national 

68 

69 

69 

69 

44 

50 

46 

50 

59 

58 

59 

61 

every educator to use in the 2014-
2015 school year. 

Each educator will also have a 
DDM in place for the 2013-2014 
school year, which will serve as an 
authentic measure of student learn­
ing, apart from its educator evalu­
ative purpose. By May 2013 each 
educator will be trained in DDMs 
and have collaboratively developed 
a DDM rough dt·aft. 

The School Committee passed 
this proposal unanimously. 

Overall, the superintendent said 
that student perfo1mance contin­
ued to improve relative to all other 
schools in the state. Compared to 
similar districts MCAS achieve­
ment was average, but growth was 
high. There were relatively strong 
performances in grades eight and 
ten, but the district needs to improve 
both student scoring at the advanced 
level, as well as special education 
student perfom1ance. 

SITE MANAGER for 
SENIOR MEALS PROGRAM 

(Search Re-opened) 
Franklin County Home Care Corp. 

9 Hrs per week (TUES, WEO, & THURS 10:00 a.m. -1 :00 p.m. 
ONLY) for Senior Dining Center in MONTAGUE. Heat and serve 

noontime meal; provide accurate reports to central office. Requires: 
previous food service experience; good recordkeeping ability; 

excellent communication skills; and sensitivity to needs of elders. 

Submit resume & cover letter to: efoster@fchcc.org , mail to: 
FCHCC-OHR, 330 Montague City Rd., Turners Falls, MA 01376 or 

stop in to our office to fill out an application. Review of applicants 
will begin as received and continue until position is filled. AA/EOE. 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Building Inspector Seeks Assistant, 
And Higher Permit Fees 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

Wendell's building inspector, 
Phil Delorey, at the November 6 
selectboard meeting introduced a 
fonner resident, Roland Jean, who 
now lives in New Salem, as his 
choice for a local assistant. 

That position does not exist in 
town, but Delorey said he is facing 
some situations in which he might 
have a conflict of interest, and it 
would also be good to have some­
one available when he is on vaca­
tion, and someone who has worked 
with Wendell when he is ready to 
step down. 

Jean is a state-ce1tified inspec­
tor, having completed the oner­
ous state process, and is willing to 
work his first year for $500, which 
Delorey said he could take out of 
the town's building inspector's 
budget. 

Orange building inspector Bri­
an Gale, has filled in as an alternate 
in Wendell, but having an assistant 
would make the inspection proce­
dure smoother. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said there is no job descrip­
tion now, and there should be one. 
She also pointed out that the posi­
tion must be adve1tised, and she 
asked town coordinator Nancy Al­
drich to do that. It is unlikely that 
anyone will respond, given the cer­
tification required, and Heard said 
that the selectboard would make 
the appointment as soon as they 
could, possibly at their next meet­
ing, November 20. 

Delorey also said the fo1ms re­
quired for a building pennit are 
posted on the town's website, but 
that the fee schedule is old and 
only covers 1/4 to 1/3 of the actual 
expense. He proposed a higher fee 
schedule. 

He said that in spite of the town's 
"simple living" initiative and town 
bylaw, as its building inspector he 
could not allow a dwelling that is 
outside of the state code, and code 
includes regular plmnbing and wir­
ing along with the building code. 
The town's zoning board of ap­
peals (ZBA) might be able to grant 
exceptions. 

The state attorney general has 
not yet approved the town's simple 
living bylaw. Delorey said that if 
the issue is forced, his only options 
are to issue a stop work order, or to 
deny an occupancy pennit. 

Criminals Checked 
In other business, the select­

board unanimously passed a reso­
lution recommended by the libra1y 
staff that would call for a criminal 
background check, officially a 
Criminal Offender Record Infor­
mation or CORI, for people em­
ployed by the town to work with 
childt·en. 

For a one-time pe1f01mance the 
CORI check would be unneces­
sa1y, but someone doing a longer 
program would need one. 

Police chief Ed Chase is will­
ing to nm those checks. Notice of 
that policy will be passed on to the 
Council on Aging, the recreation 
committee, and the library. 

Dogs Licensed 
Wendell is down to the last few 

unlicensed dogs. One family has a 
money issue, one dog has a note 
from his vet stating that he is old 
and had a bad reaction to the last 
rabies shot. Two have not retmned 
the calls that selectboard member 
Jeoffrey Pooser made. Heard sug­
gested that he continue at least 
until the next meeting and Pooser 
said, "I can try again." 

Recycling Grant 
Wendell is getting a $500 grant 

from the DEP to use in its recy­
cling program. The money will be 
administered by the WRATS, and 
will likely be used to buy recycled 
paper, and more recycling bins. 
The solid waste district found ev­
erything satisfacto1y at Wendell's 
WRATS. 

Camperships Nixed 
Town coordinator Nancy Al­

drich reported that Massachusetts 
Audubon has a money shortage, 
and they will no longer continue 
to offer camperships or classes at 
Swift River School. 

They agreed to three years of 
both in lieu of paying taxes on 
their land inside the town lines, but 
now they will stop both the camp­
erships and the classes, although 
they still own the land. 

Miscellaneous Business 
Board members agreed to post 

an opening for a shared clerk for 
the finance committee, the open 
space committee and the access 
committee totaling less than 10 
hours per month. Postings will be 
at the library, the store and in the 
upcoming town newsletter. 

Also in the newsletter will be a 
request for designs for a town flag. 
Designs should be submitted to the 
selectboard by January 2, 2014 so 
they can look at them at the Janu­
ary 3 meeting. 

Assessing prope1ty has become 
more and more involved and Al­
drich said the FRCOG is looking 
at regionalizing full time assessors, 
freeing local boards of assessors of 
some of their growing burden, but 
still allowing them final authority 
to grant their approval of a valu­
ation. 

Aldrich also said she is taking 
vacation time during Thanksgiving 
week. 

As the meeting was ending, 
Pooser announced that on Novem­
ber 22 at the Leverett elementa1y 
school there will be a pe1f01mance 
of Project Unspeakable. It con­
cerns the assassinations of John 
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Mal­
colm X, and Ma1tin Luther King 
and the connections among them. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SELL & TRADE 

, * 
TE choir and table rentals 

Tammy Young 
owner 

1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293 
Teyoung0201@verizon.net 

"We Rent nice quality Tables ~ 
& Chairs tor any OccasionN ~ 

11 Paradise Parkway, Turners Falls Mass 01376 ~ J 

Summer hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun, 10-8 

gc>OKMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd~ 
Montague, MA Ot..,51 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Creen{itld • 413-774,3500 • greenfleld@!opyrotprint1hop.com 

Good E)irt f otter9 
Studio 

38 Main Street, Montague 
+1 ~-;67-01 ;5 

www.gooddirtpottcr_y.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-Foce 
Computer Solutions 
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role as spokesperson in chief for the 
centmy-old school union. 

"I'm the Abe Lincoln of U-28," 
he said jokingly on Tuesday, in an 
interview at his spare second floor 
office in a disused school building 
on the hill behind the library in Erv­
ingside. "I say, 'Let's keep the union 
together."' 

This is one civil conflict more 
likely to be settled at the ballot box 
than the banicades. Leverett is in the 
planning stages for a town meeting 
vote as soon as next spring to decide 
whether to throw in their lot with 
Amherst and Pelham for elementary 
school governance. Shutesbmy has 
opted to await Leverett's outcome 
before deciding whether to join the 
exodus from the union. 

Leverett officials on the regional 
school planning board contend the 
benefits of joining Amherst would 
create financial efficiencies for the 
taxpayers, more money for teacher 
salaries, and educational opp01tu­
nities for Leverett's younger stu­
dents. But Mahler, fo1mer principal 
of Shutesbmy Elementa1y School, 
takes issue on each of these points. 

"On education and finance, it de­
pends on whom you talk to," he said. 
"Some towns are looking at the fi­
nancial piece, because they are con­
cerned about the financial pictm·e. 
But will regionalization provide 
sho1t te1m gains, or is this a long 
te1m solution?" 

As to the educational advantages 
that might derive from closely align­
ing elementa1y curricula with the 
middle and high schools, and the 
potential for creating specialized 
magnet style schools within a larger 
region, Mahler counters, "There is 
a lot of freedom within Union #28. 
The schools have freedom in te1ms 
of cun'iculmn and implementation." 

But on the third point - school 
governance - Mahler said the issue 
is much more cut and di'ied. "There 
is no question about governance," 
he said. "It will change. Pe11od. The 
five-member school committees will 
no longer exist. That's what people 
are really voting on." 

Yet for someone who has reached 
back in time to the Civil War to char­
acterize his role in this elementary 
school stiuggle, one gets the feeling 
Mahler, more than most who might 
occupy his seat, would be willing to 
abide the democratic will of the ma­
jo11ty in deciding the outcome. 

If there has been one hallmai·k of 
Mahler's educational ai1d adminis­
ti·ative style up until now, it has been 
his preference for inclusive deci­
sion making, even when it comes 
to something as simple as where 
childi·en will sit in the school lunch­
room. 

When the Montague Reporter 
first caught up with Bob Mahler in 
2003, he had just become the shared 
half-time principal of Montague 
Center Elementary and Gill Elemen­
tary, in a cost cutting move by the 
beleaguered Gill-Montague Region­
al School Disti'ict. He had previously 
served for ten years as the full-time 
principal of Gill. 

In his office, he still keeps a key 
chain from his Montague Center 
days, along with other memorabilia 

from past educational positions, in­
cluding a sm1-di·enched photo from 
his first position after graduating 
with a teaching ce1tificate from An­
tioch. 

That was at a Smnmerhill-style 
free school outside of Kennebmlk­
po1t named "The School Around 
Us," where eve1y child had a vote 
equal to the votes of each of the five 
teachers in deciding school policy, 
and the only three mies were: "No 
throwing water," (it might cause the 
a1t on the walls to mn) "No going on 
the railroad tracks," (for obvious rea­
sons) and "Do not go to the sti·eam 
dming hunting season," (ditto). 

His free school expe11ence did not 
lead Mahler to a belief that discipline 
has no place in public schools. But 
it did convince him that the basis of 
any real teaching expe11ence is the 
essential tiust that must exist in the 
teacher-student relationship: "That's 
the basis of a good education. The 
kids bust you. You tiust the kids." 

Beyond that, Mahler said, 
"Schools represent the beachfront of 
society. Kids show up on the beach 
ready to enter society. Ultimately, 
we educate them for the unknown. 
We don't know what the futm·e may 
hold. Shall we educate them about 
democracy?" 

But how does a student 01-iented, 
tiust based pedagogy translate to the 
modem world of data di'iven, per­
formance based, bmeaucracy laden 
education? 

"Let's teach kids the best we can," 
said Mahler. "And the tests will take 
care of themselves." 

He said the new PARCC ("Part­
nership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers") tests show 
promise of providing a "standai·d­
ized test that actually demonstrates 
knowledge rather than the ability to 
spit back info1mation," and he said 
that there is a movement in some ed­
ucation circles to develop "p01tfolio 
assessment, so you can see progress 
over time in wi'iting and math." 

But in general, Mahler said, "Ev­
e1y kid is different, so how do you 
stainp out a star1dardized test," to as­
sess them? "Teaching remains an a1t 
form in many ways. When you deal 
with human subjects you can quali­
tatively view what's going on, rather 
thai1 quantitatively." 

Mahler rates the teachers and 
staff of Union #28 with top marks, 
and credits the towns for providing 
the backing to make the staff's high 
level of work possible. 

"We don't have the pressme of 
lack of resources or perfo1mance so 
we have the freedom to hy some­
thing new." 

Mahler looks to a futm·e vote on 
the makeup of Union #28 with ai1 
equanimity born of such experienc­
es, and his collaborative approach to 
problem solving may yet stand him 
in good stead. 

"Without community support all 
we are doing is fighting each other," 
he said. "Shai·ed leadership is some­
thing that is much better understood 
in 2013 than it was 30 years ago. I'm 
not advocating my authority. I b1'ing 
people in. Let's come to a decision. 
I'm going to make sme the stake­
holders are heard." u 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Wrangling Over Teacher Salaries Continues 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

The school committee and se­
lectboard on Tuesday discussed the 
status of contract negotiations with 
the teachers union, and the quality 
of info1mation being provided to 
the public on the stalled conti·act, 
which is now in the process of me­
diation. 

Selectboard chair Rich Brazeau 
c11ticized school committee chair 
Cathe1'ine Brooks for appea1'ing to 
take an advocacy position in favor 
of the muon's stance at recent pub­
lic hearings before the school com­
nlittee, at which the teachers have 
made a show of protest in force in 
recent months over the town's offer 
of 1.5% raises. 

Brooks said with the impasse 
moving to mediation, both sides 
were legally allowed to discuss 
their positions in public. Brooks, 
at a recent school committee meet­
ing, offered to look into the teach­
ers' charge that the selectboard has 
posted inaccmate or nlisleading in­
fo1mation about the Leverett teach­
ers' pay scale in relation to teachers 
in other U11ion #28 towns on the 
town website. 

Last week she also stated, "We 
ai·e not going to take this sitting 
down," in reference to a selectboard 
directive she said would leave po­
tential savings from the announced 
retirement of a senior teacher in the 
hands of the selectboai·d rather thai1 
the school committee to allocate. 

Brooks said if the school com­
nlittee backs a salary increase 
of 2% for the teachers ai1d staff, 
awai·e that steps ai1d longevity 
clauses might push total compensa­
tion above 2½%, they would do so 
only if they were able to find sav­
ings elsewhere in the school budget 
sufficient to keep the total budget 
within the overall 2% guideline 
recommended by the selectboai·d. 

On the dispute about info1mation 
on the town's website, specifically 
a posting that compares teacher 
salaries in Leverett to teacher sala-
1-ies at Swift River, Leverett special 
education teacher AI'is Etlu'idge 
said the compai'ison, which appeai·s 
to show tl1at Leverett teachers at 
Step 12 make 20% more thai1 their 
counterpa1ts at Swift River, "is just 
not tiue. I make $1149 more than 
a teacher with my experience at 
Swift River," said Ethridge. "That 
is 2% more." 

Last week, LEA president Bill 
Stewa1t said Swift River is ranked 
among the ten lowest school state­
wide for teacher pay. 

On Tuesday, U-28 interim su­
pe11ntendent Bob Mahler offered 
to provide the town info1mation on 
new union contacts for Erving and 
Swift River, in order to update the 
comparison of pay scales. 

Selectboard member Julie 
Shively said tl1e info1mation post­
ed on the town's website "is not 
complete. The whole intent of that 
was to give us an idea of how Lev­
erett was doing in relation to U-28 
towns." She added, "I didi1't know 
some p11or selectboai·d had said, 

'Oh, Leverett teachers should make 
Amherst salai'ies." 

In a previous meeting, Shively 
said a comparison between Lev­
erett teacher salaries and Alnherst 
salai'ies was less relevant to the 
town's cm1·ent negotiations than a 
compai'ison between Leverett ai1d 
towns of similar size and demo­
grapllics, such as the neighboring 
Union #28 towns. 

Sllively adinitted on Tuesday 
that "the top of the pay scale" at 
Swift River "isn't on the sala1y 
compai'ison that's out there," on the 
town's website. 

Etlu'idge called on the select­
boai·d to take the compa11son down 
immediately from tl1e town's site. 

Victoria Cliche, a resident and 
fo1mer LES parent, said, "Some of 
us moved to town for the school, 
because tl1e school is that outstand­
ing. If this school was in New York 
City, we'd be paying $20,000 a 
year for it as a p11vate school. As 
a citizen, a taxpayer, I believe it is 
imperative that we keep the best 
teachers. I know they've had offers 
elsewhere." She added, "We need 
to think about what is imperative to 
maintain in town," specifically the 
quality of the local school. 

Brazeau countered by saying her 
reference to p11vate school costs in 
New York City were not far· from 
the mark. "We pay $19,500 per 
kid," to educate students at LES, 
contended Brazeau, as opposed to 
a figme between $12,000 - $13,000 
per student at the nliddle ai1d high 
schools. 

School committee member 
Fenna Lee Bonsignore disputed 
Brazeau's $19,500 figure, saying 
her preliminary research yielded 
a somewhat lower number for 
educating students at LES, arom1d 
$18,166. But she called for patience 
to let the newly fo1med Sustain­
ability Subcommittee studying the 
futm·e of Leverett Elementary to do 
its work, before the wider commu­
nity jumps to conclusions based on 
confusing statistics. 

Bonsignore also criticized the 
repo1ting of the contract dispute in 
The Montague Reporter, saying the 
town was gathe1'ing information 
through the eyes of"one repo1ter in 
one newspaper," although she made 
no claim tliat any of the infonna­
tion contained in those repo1ts was 
based on misquotes of statements 
made in public hea1'ings. 

Finance chair Tom Powers said, 
"Sustainability of the elementa1y 
school has other components than 
financial," but "when you reach 
a figme" for per pupil education 
"of 50% more thai1 high or mid­
dle school students you begin to 
ask yomself, 'Is this a sustainable 
place for tl1e elementa1y school, as 
enrollments continue to decline.'" 

Powers added, "Over the next 
ten yeai·s, it is unlikely we will 
see a lot of new growth in town. 
We're already right up to tl1e levy 
limit, which meailS we'll be seeing 
tllis $100,000 plus figure (in new 
taxation tmder tl1e constraints of 
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MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

PAPER 
Week of November 18 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

Great Falls 
Middle School 

Students of the Week 
( week ending 11/8): 

Grade 6 
Shelby Jordan 

Grade 7 
Jacob LaBelle 

Grade 8 
Aliyah Sanders 

Kaleb Clark 

Bat In or Take Out! 
BURRITOS. 

BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS. 

QUESADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 0 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am -9 pm 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413✓834✓7569 

HOSPICE TRAlNED 

CPR CERTfFTED 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

.-..--.,,-
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-SQ39 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMAl,L FURNITURE· COU£CTIBLES • DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

Montague Mini Storage I MikeFuller-owner 

The Best Hldln!/ 

48 Randall Road I 413-863-4680 

.ADIATOR • = 
GeneralAuto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

F'oreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Ci 

863-4049 1-800-439-404 
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You may already know Linda Ackerman, the manager of our 

Turners Falls office. She was born here, raised her family here 

and there's a good chance shes even your next door neighbor's 

favorite banker. 

Wove to her as she zips between volunteer committee meetings, 

visits to local nursing homes and house calls to her customers. Her 

love of this community and her big, warm smile are hard to miss. 

@ GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 

NOVEMBER 14, 2013 

Member FDIC • MemberOIF www.greenfteldsavlngs.com 413.863.4316 Linda Ackerman, Manager 
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Proposition 2½) to work with. If 
inflation ever kicks in we're all in 
deep trouble." 

School committee member Sar­
ah Dolven said, "It is time for an 
oven'ide if we want to maintain om 
town." 

Brazeau concluded the discussion 
by saying, "We want it (the school) 
to be sustainable. We are not look­
ing to tear it apart. We want to main­
tain at least what we have. We have 
to be realistic about what the town 
will suppo1t. The school is built for 
250 people. We have, what, 100 stu­
dents from town and 20 from school 
choice? That's not even half of what 
it was built for." 

In other news, the selectboard 
heard a presentation from Mon­
tague resident Jeff Singleton on the 
imminent decision by the Franklin 
Regional Transit Auth011ty to can­
cel the Greenfield to Amherst Route 
29 bus, which for 39 years has tra­
versed the main no1th-south con'idor 
through Leverett on Route 63, and 
cmrently provides the only fixed 
route bus line through town. 

FRTA has announced plans to 
discontinue that line by the end of 
the year, and Singleton said the town 
of Montague is fighting that plan. 
(Full disclosme: This repo1ter put 
the matter on the board's agenda.) 

Leverett is not presently a mem­
ber of the FRTA, having opted p11or 
to anyone on the cmrent board's 
tenure to join the PVTA instead. The 
PVTA provides demand response 
service for the elderly and handi­
capped to points within Hampshire 
Comity, according to Council on 
Aging member Tanya Cushman, 
at a cost of over a $ 1000 per year, 
but does not have a fixed bus route 
through town. 

mediate discussion on the planned 
discontinuation of the route, with 
copies going to local legislators. 

Roy Kimmel said, "It sounds as 
if the FRTA is acting like a private 
transit company rather than a public 
transpo1tation auth011ty... Here we 
are, directly no1th of the largest em­
ployer, on the no1th-south route to 
the county seat, and it's about to be 
eliminated." 

He said, considering that the lion's 
share of the FRTA's budget comes 
from state and federal funds, Lever­
ett should negotiate to preserve the 
bus route, publicize it, and call for 
its extension down Montague Road 
to Leverett Center, in order to boost 
1-idership. 

The selectboard appointed Kim­
mel to act as the town's representa­
tive to the PVTA, and to any nego­
tiations the Franklin Regional Coun­
cil of Governments might be willing 
to sponsor on the futme of regional 
transpo1tation in the county, with 
specific reference to the no1th-south 
route through Leverett. 

For good measme, the selectboard 
appointed Kimmel to a vacancy on 
the Commmlity Preservation Com­
mittee. The selectboard will spon­
sor a food drive for the local food 
panti'ies in December. Stay tmied to 
yow- favoi'ite local news outlet for 
more details as they emerge. 

lhi~@J! Jf~ 
!P@ff Vf@lJvnrm~ 

The Franklin Regional Coun­
cil of Governments (FRCOG) 
and the Buckland Fire Depart­
ment are sponsoring a Medical 
Reserve Corp (MRC) and Citi­
zens Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) training for volunteers. 

MRC and CERT Volunteers 
are community members who 
respond to disasters in their lo­
cal communities and throughout 
Franklin County. 

Often many people come out 
to volunteer and help when a di­
saster strikes. 

But without proper training 
they are not as helpful as they 
could be. 

Our recent rmi of ice storms, 
tornadoes, hurricanes and other 

large-scale events shows a clear 
need for prepared citizen volun­
teers. 

By training before a disaster 
occurs, volunteers prepare them­
selves and their families to be 
ready; and are then available to 
respond in their community with 
sheltering, mass feeding and as­
sisting first responders. 

Some CERT volunteers also 
train to assist animals in disas­
ters. 

If you are interested in becom­
ing a volunteer, the next training 
will start November 20th. 

Contact the Citizen Corps Co­
ordinator at citi=encorps@frcog. 
org, or (413) 774-3167 xl37. E­
mail is best. 

Some Additional Thanks for 
our Soup and Games Night: 

The Reporter inadvertently 
omitted last week, from om Soup 
& Games fundraiser thank-yous, 
several wonderful donors who 
provided the event with food. 

A huge shout out to Mai·ge 
Levenson Squash Trucking; the 
Wagon Wheel, People's Pint, 
and Brass Buckle; Northfield 
Mt. Hennon Dining Services, 
and Franklin County Tech 
School. 

Without you and the many 
others who so generously donated 
their time, talents and nuti'itional 
delights, we wouldn't have had a 
Soup a11d Games Night at all! 

And again, we encourage 
readers go to Hope and Olive 
this Monday the 18th, from 
5 to 7:30 p.m., for a special 
Soup & Games to benefit those 
businesses affected by the fire 
on Route 9 in Hadley. 

The selectboard agreed to write 
a letter to the FRTA calling for im-

Finally, the board scheduled a 
special town meeting on December 
17 to allow for a vote on a wording 
change to the town's solar bylaw, 
which at the moment is prohibitive 
of the selectboard's plan to build a 
photovoltaic airay to help power the 
safety complex. Although that 15 
kW airay would be on town-owned 
land between the safety complex 
and the elementary school, the pres­
ent bylaw prohibits free standing so­

lai· arrays larger than 10 kW-~ 
in a mral residential zone. ~ The Turners Falls Junior Band enlivens the town's Veterans Dery service. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PS -SHA~HA CONSTRUCTION 
i .... ~-~-1-' ·a..... SuP~EY Co. INC. 

scsc "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 413-863-4322 

o,8O2-579-18O0 

www.shonahonsupply.com 
.and at our new location 
529 S. Main St, Brottleboro 

41 t-813-9500 • loottfie:shop~com 
62 Ave.ou:e A, 'Furr.am Falls, MA 01376 

Dennis L. Boosk.a 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falls Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Lino 
Carpet 

_Si rum Equipment Co., Inc._ 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Serving Home Grown 
Fann-inspired Food &. Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving TIITners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave ArgiJ, Family & Stiiff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINN'ERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

turnarafallsplZza.com 



By LEE WICKS

MONTAGUE – The project be-
gan with modest goals. John Dunphy 
asked Jason Petruski to build a wall 
along the slope of a perennial garden 
at his home in Montague Center. 

Petruski, who likes sinuous 
curves and wields his simple tools 
with patient skill, created that wall 
using a combination of Goshen 
Schist, stone blocks from the base-
ment of a friend’s collapsed barn 
and stones from the Deerfield and 
Sawmill rivers. 

It follows the curve of the gar-
den and invites a view of the woods 
beyond. I saw it in late fall after the 
garden had been put to bed for the 
winter, but it was easy to envision 
the wall framing plants and flowers.

But wait! There was quite a bit of 
stone left over, and these two friends 
began talking about possible uses. 
Dunphy was thinking about a sculp-
tural element that would symbolize 
hope and a belief in the future. Pe-
truski brought books featuring the 
work of stone artists, pictures of Ti-
betan Stupas, and a meandering con-
versation began; an exchange that 
resulted in a work of art that stands 
at the back of Dunphy’s yard against 
a filigree of trees and a woodland 
path.

According to a website dedicated 
to the history of stupas, they are “an 
ancient form of sacred architecture 
that represent the heart of enlight-
enment – not just as a form of trib-
ute but as a radiating presence that 
transmits blessings to all those who 
come in contact with them. 

“If properly constructed and 
empowered, a stupa is like a spiri-
tual generator. It broadcasts virtue of 
such power that it brings peace and 
harmony to all beings and balances 
the forces of nature.”

Here in Western Massachusetts 
we are accustomed to one huge stu-
pa, the Peace Pagoda in Leverett, and 
many smaller piles of stones that in-
dividuals leave along the roadways, 
like miniature miracles of balance.

John Dunphy’s stupa contains the 
same elements of hope and love. Pe-
truski built it with a small sheltered 
opening for a candle and a chamber 
to hold prayers and blessings. The 
idea for the chamber and the candle 
emerged over time as both men talk-
ed about the project’s possibilities. 

Smiling, Dunphy said, “There’s 
always so much to do to maintain 
a house. I wondered if building this 
was the right thing to do when there 
are so many other projects, and then 
a good friend said, ‘At this time in 
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the gardener’s companion 

Wintry Hours

Dear
  Clio,

Dunphy and Petruski show off  the sculpture in Dunphy’s yard.

My husband and I have been 
married for three years.  He’s 41 and 
I’m 27. He’s a very accomplished 
person and I admire him as well as 
love him.  The problem is that he is 
very, very controlling.  He wants my 
life to revolve around his and gets 
very mad if I decide just to please 
myself.  He controls our money (in-
cluding mine) and decides how we 
will spend it.  He makes all the de-
cisions about our social life.  Most 
of the time I don’t disagree with his 
choices but I think I should have a 
say.  My sister says he is an abuser 
but I don’t think he is since he’s nev-
er been violent toward me.  But how 
do I get him to regard me more and 
listen to me without him accusing 
me of trying to undermine him?

Dear Anonymous Sister,
I have been thinking about you 

and your question. I want to respect 
the fact that you wrote to me with a 
question by answering it, but in my 
heart I want to answer the question 
you did not ask: is your sister right 
that this relationship is abusive?

The fact that someone close to 
you feels that way makes me worry 
about your well-being. Your sister 
is right that a relationship can be 
abusive without being physically 
violent, and her intuition feels like a 
warning sign. It’s going to be hard to 
look at the possibility that your hus-
band is being abusive, but I think it 
is time to consider what she is say-
ing. 

You have been in this marriage 
three years. As long as you are not 
physically in danger, I think it is 
OK to stay where you are for now 
and focus on honestly assessing the 

Building Beyond The Wall

see SCULPTURE page B6see Clio page B6

By LESLIE BROWN

The dark closes in. Be-
fore the time changes we are 
gifted with two balmy, indo-
lent days created for sunning,  
for ambling a long dirt road, 
for picnicking once more and 
star gazing later.

Now the leaves are gone, 
either dropped by frost or 
wind. Sounds are magnified 
without the break of leaves 
on the trees. But the view is 
longer without them, widen-
ing the fields and extending 
to the horizon. November is 
a monochrome month, often 
gray on gray. Still, the grasses 
and the fields are bright green 
as though the end of the year 
contains the start of spring as 
well.

The loud, raucous cries of 
geese fill the early evening air 
and swarms of birds gather 
filling the air with chatter of 
warmer places to travel. It is 
a contemplative time, watch-
ing the end of the growing 
season yet planning for the 
next. There is yet time to take 
care of some yard and garden 
chores which will improve 

the spring time 
season.

If the lawn 
needs filling 
in and/or lim-
ing, that can be 
tended to as well. 
Seed spread now 
will perhaps feed 
a few passing 

sparrows, but when the early  
thaws start in February, the 
remaining seeds will crack 
and sprout, ready to take root 
when the air warms just a bit 
more. The late fall rains and 
early snows will help the lime 
start to leach into the soil.

You can still improve the 
looks of next year’s blos-
soming shrubs by cutting off 
dead growth now. The butter-
fly bush has overgrown itself 
and will do all the better for 
some thinning. We also plan 
to top the yellow magnolia so 
as to keep it at a manageable 
height. The lilacs need to be 
thinned of the sprouts start-
ing at the bottom of the older 
bushes.  These older plants 
will eventually succumb to 
age and cracking so leave 
some fresh sprouts to begin a 
new stand.

Many crops like to be fed 
in the fall. Like the lime, 
fertilizers and manure will 
begin to leach into the soil 
around the roots, providing 
food for spring growth. We’ll 
be feeding the asparagus and 
strawberry beds this way.  

Give your lilacs a bit of wood 
ashes at their base, if you 
have it. They will enjoy this 
moderating of acidic soil.

Until we’ve had a deep, 
penetrating freeze, you can 
still set in bulbs for spring 
and summer flowering plants 
especially if you have a tool 
designed for this purpose. 
These bulb planters are de-
signed to create a bulb sized 
hole and are marked to in-
dicate the appropriate plant-
ing depths for many sizes of 
bulb. It’s also time to set in 
the cook’s favorite bulbs of 
garlic. Plant each clove sepa-
rately, still wrapped, about 
three inches down. Then 
with the thaws of March, this 
early crop will star to show 
green shoots.  

Take a little bit of time to 
clean your garden tools of 
dirt and store them where you 
can readily put your hands on 
them when it’s time to dig the 
earth again. This is a bitter-
sweet time for the gardener 
as the growing season comes 
to an end. Enjoy the fruits 
of your harvest; then, as the 
earth rests, so can you.  

Bring a bit of the garden 
in for winter pleasure. Layer 
the bottom of a brandy snifter 
or small fishbowl with small 
rocks and an inch or two of 
dirt. Plant mosses, partridge 
berry and small ferns. Moist-

see gardens page B2

By DAVID BRULE

Millers Falls/
Ervingside – That 
annual anniversary has 
come and gone again. 
November 11, 1918, when 
the guns finally fell silent 
after 4 years of carnage. 
The “11th hour of the 11th 
day” is still evoked these 
days, but less and less, as 
the date has transformed 
from Armistice Day into 
a day of remembrance of 
all veterans of all wars. 
And in this country, that 
amounts to a lot of wars.

The last combatant 
surviving the Great War of 
1914-1918 died in 2011. 
The Last Man of the 15 
millions of French, Ger-
man, English, Russians, 
and Americans has been 
laid to rest. 

History, like gold, is 
where you find it. 

An improbable link with the 
Great War came to the light of day 
just a week ago, and it connected 
this old Smith House on the Flat, 
an 1891 engraving of our village of 
Millers Falls, and archivist-photog-
rapher Brad Peters.

On this past November 5, the 
newly revitalized Erving Histori-
cal Commission was meeting at the 
Pearl Care building in Erving Cen-
ter, where the Commission’s muse-
um is located. 

The new commissioners have 
been hard at work cataloging all the 
artifacts they inherited from the for-
mer Society. Peters has been keep-
ing himself busy with copying and 
archiving the hundreds of old photo-
graphs stashed helter-skelter on the 
former Erving Historical Society’s 
shelves. 

Peters, by the way, has also dedi-
cated himself to another project 
relating to a World War II unit, the 
300th Engineer Combat Battalion, 
about which he has often written in 
the pages of the Montague Report-
er.

Not unlike the cat who swallowed 
the proverbial canary, Peters arrived 
at the meeting with some of his new-
est discoveries: 

Civil War letters written by en-
listed men from Erving, and an arti-
fact that brought everything around 
to this house on the Flat and its link 
to World War I. Peters loves scour-
ing the nooks and crannies of the lo-
cal libraries, and in this instance, the 
cozy Erving library provided him 
with quite a find.

Some of you have seen the bird’s-
eye view engravings of our various 
village centers done in 1891. Peters 

see scrapbook page B6

Millers Falls Scrapbook, pt. 3:
The Last Man

By JOE PARZYCH
 

Turners Falls – 
The Women’s Group of Our 
Lady of Peace held a suc-
cessful bazaar on Saturday, 
November 9, in the church 
basement on Seventh Street. 
The church, once named “St. 
Mary’s Church,” an Irish 
church, is now Our Lady of 
Peace, an appropriate name, 
since the three Roman Catho-
lic Churches in Turners Falls 
have a history of friendly ri-
valry. 

There was once the Polish 
Church, Our Lady of Cze-
stochowa; the former French 
Church, St Anne’s, now 
closed; and the Irish Church, 
Saint Mary’s. 

Church members voted 
for Our Lady of Peace as the 
official name of the consoli-
dated parishes of St Anne’s 

and St. Mary’s, along with 
Greenfield’s Sacred Heart 
Church, and St. John’s 
Church in Millers Falls. The 
Polish Church, Our Lady of 
Czestochowa, still stands 
alone with an overflowing 
congregation that draws wor-
shippers from as far away as 
Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Gardner, MA. 

“This church [Our Lady 
of Peace] is no longer Irish,” 
Pastor Reverend Aksamit 
said. “They [parishioners] 
are of all nationalities….We 
welcome all who come to 
worship here.” 

Fr. Aksamit, who is a 
member of the Interfaith 
Council of Franklin County, 
added with a rueful smile, 
“We all get along. I’m of 
Polish heritage; I came here 
from the Polish Church, Our 
Lady of Czestochowa. This 

is a beautiful church. The 
mason who did some resto-
ration work on the church 
greatly admired the beauty 
of it. And, what impressed 
me most about him was that 
he came every day to work 
on the project until it was 
done.”

Charles Rucci, the mason 
who repointed the bricks, is 
known for his fine work and 
diligence, working on a job 
in a workmanlike manner 
until the job is done and the 
jobsite cleaned up. 

Rucci, who has worked 
on both the church chimney 
and the steeple, said “This 
church has the most interest-
ing brickwork of any build-
ing I’ve ever worked on. 
The arches of the windows 
are repeated in the brick-
work going up the side of the 
building. The architect who 
designed the church did a 
beautiful job.” 

Aksamit is the Polish word 
for “velvet,” which seemed 
to describe the smooth func-
tioning of the church and the 
bazaar in the spirited meld-
ing of his parish members 
and their concerted efforts, 
making the combining of the 
parishes, and the bazaar, a 
success. 

“Twenty people took part 
in making 67 apple pies,” 
Linda Strahan said. “There 
were eight people peeling 
apples, and others making 

A Peaceful, but Successful, Bazaar

Light from a stained glass window given by the Women’s 
Group illuminates another stained glass window. 

see peace page B2

The 1917 poster featured a local recruit.
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Pet of the Week 

"Prince Phillip" 
Good Day! 
Let me tell you a little about my­

self. Aside from my obvious good 
looks, I am ve1y friendly! 

I get along well with people of 
ANY age, and dogs and/or cats! 

I enjoy spending time outdoors 
but would love to snuggle up to a 
human at night! I love activity, so a 
busy household would suit me just 
fine! 

So as you can see I really am a 
"Prince of a Cat"! Come down soon 
to meet me and I will give you the 
"Royal Welcome"! 

I'm a member of the Lonely 
Heaits Club. That means I've been 
waiting for adoption longer than 
most of the other kitties here and 
my adoption fee has been reduced 
by halfl 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Val­
ley Humane Society at (413) 548-
9898 or info@dpvhs.org 

Senior Center Activities 
November 18 to 23 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen­

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at Noon. Meal reserva­
tions must be made one day in ad­
vance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive Of­
fice of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y do­
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Robe1ta Potter. 
For more info1mation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up 
for programs call 863-9357. Mes­
sages can be left on our machine 
when the center is not open. 

Monday 11/18 
I 0: IO a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
12 noon Pot Luck & Bingo 
I p.m. NO Knitting Circle 
Tueaday 11/19 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12 noon Lunch 
I p.m. Knitting Circle 
Wednesday 11/20 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
12 noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 11/21 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
12 noon Lunch 
12:30 p.m. SHINE (appointment) 
I p.m. Pitch 
Friday 11/22 
I 0: IO a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
11 :45 a.m. Bazaar Set Up 
I p.m. NO Writing Group 
Saturday 11/23 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Holiday Bazaar 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 

and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, I Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon­
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. for activities and con­
gregate meals. Lunch is at II :30 
a.m., with reservations required 
24 hours in advance. Call Mealsite 
Manager Rebecca Meuse at ( 413) 
423-3308, for meal information 
and reservations. 

For info1mation, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3649. Transp01tation 
can be provided for meals, shop­
ping, or medical necessity. Call 
the Center to confi1m activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out when is 
the next blood pressme clinic. 

Monday 11/18 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
Tuesday 11/19 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Steve Damon "Name 
That Tune" 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 11/20 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12 noon Bingo 
Thursday 11/21 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones/Muscles 
12 noon Cards 
Friday 11/22 
9 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at IO a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at 
noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

PEACE from page B1 

dough. For the 50 French Meat 
Pies, made of pork and beef, bak­
ing took three hours. 

"We had a regulai· assem­
bly line set up," Strahan said. "I 
rolled all the dough for the pies. I 
was really rolling in dough," she 
added, with a laugh. 

Rita La Grien-e and Carol 
Campbell spent over 10 homs 
s01ting and pricing the wide range 
of beautiful donated jewehy. 

Many others assisted in count­
less ways, setting up tables, mak­
ing coffee, selling baked goods, 
helping customers and filling in 
wherever needed, all in a team ef­
fort. 

Even Fr. Stan, as he is affec­
tionately called, manned one of 
the tables greeting people as they 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Are nuts really good for your 
heart? 

The Harvard Men :S Health 
Watch repo1ts that studies show 
healthy men, and those who have 
ah'eady suffered a heart attack, can 
reduce cardiovascular risk by eat­
ing nuts regularly. Here are some 
facts about nuts: 

* Fiber. All nuts contain fiber, 
which helps lower your cholesterol. 
Fiber also makes you feel full, so 
you eat less. 

* Some nuts contain plant ste­
rols, a substance that can help lower 
yow-cholesterol. 

* Nuts contain mono- and poly­
unsatw-ated fats known to benefit 
the hea1t. 

* Many nuts are rich in omega-3 
fatty acids. Omega-3s are a healthy 
form of fatty acids that seem to help 
your heart by, among other things, 
preventing dangerous heait rhythms 
that can lead to hea1t attacks. 

* Nuts ai·e a source ofl-arginine, 
which is a substance that may help 
improve the health of your artery 
walls by making them more flex­
ible and less prone to blood clots 
that can block blood flow. 

came in. 
The bazaar proceeds will go to 

support the church, the Catholic 
Ministries, two $1,000 scholar­
ships for Turners Falls students, 
money for food vouchers, food 
baskets and a ham dinner for the 
needy as well as helping suppo1t 
Sisters of St. Joseph. 

In the past, the group paid 
for stained glass windows, and 
$26,000 towards the $31,000 cost 
for the constmction of a sound­
proof vestibule with sound piped 
in, so families with small children 
could worship there without a c1y­
ing child dismpting the service. 

The Women's Group hopes to 
pay off the remaining $5,000 with 
Saturday's Bazaar. 
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GARDENS from page B1 

en the container contents and then 
cover with a bit of plastic wrap held 
in place by a mbber band. Set in a 
cool but light ai·ea and enjoy. 

Plant some nai·cissus bulbs in 
rocks or soil and force them for 
holiday enjoyment. 

Strut in a dark place and then 
set in a cool, light room while the 
green stems get going. 

In just a few weeks you will have 
beautifully scented tiny white flow­
ers to grace the holiday table. 

Wrap yourself in the warmth of 
the holiday season. Soon the seed 
catalogues will arrive in Januaiy 
and we gardeners can treat our­
selves to the eye candy of it all and 
order up for next year. 

Happycomingholidays, IIII! 
and happy gardening! all 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Nutty About Heart Health 

* Vitamin E in nuts may help stop 
the development of plaques in your 
a1teries, which can nall'ow them, 
leading to chest pain, corona1y ar­
te1y disease or a heart attack. 

In addition, nuts may help lower 
cholesterol by simply replacing less 
healthy foods in your diet. 

''Nuts may not be the key to car­
diovascular health, but adding nuts 
to a balanced, healthful diet can 
take you one step away from hea1t 
disease," says Dr. Ha1vey B. Simon, 
editor-in-chief of Health Watch. 

However, there isn't hard evi­
dence for the benefits of nuts to 
your heait. The U.S. Food and Dmg 
Administration (FDA) only allows 
food companies to say evidence 
suggests but does not prove that eat­
ing nuts reduces hea1t disease risk. 

Most nuts contain at least some 
substances that are good for your 
heart. However, while nuts ai·e 
loaded with nutrition, they are also 
high in calories; as much as 80 per­
cent of a nut is fat. Two ounces of 
nuts a week appears to help lower 
hea1t disease risk, so don't eat nuts 
like an elephant or you will become 
one. 

Nuts don't vaiy a lot in caloric 
content. Almonds are on the low 
end with 160 calories per ounce. 
Macadainias are on the high end 
with 204 calories per ounce. 

Most nuts appeai· to be good for 
you. Walnuts, ahnonds, macadamia 
nuts, hazelnuts and pecans are con­
sidered ve1y good for your hea1t. 

WALNUTS. While all nuts con­
tain hea1t-healthy omega-3 fats, 
walnuts have high amounts of alpha 

linoleic acid (ALA). Research has 
suggested that ALA may help heait 
aIThythmias, and a 2006 Spanish 
study suggested that walnuts were 
as effective as olive oil at reducing 
inflammation and oxidation in the 
arteries after eating a fatty meal. 

ALMONDS. These nuts contain 
more calcium than any other nut, 
making them a great food for over­
all health. They are rich in fiber and 
vitamin E, an antioxidant that helps 
fight dangerous inflammation and 
possibly health conditions such as 
lung cancer and age-related cogni­
tive decline. 

MACADAMIAS. Although 
high in fat, macadamias supply 
good levels of the healthy mono­
unsaturated variety. They're a rich 
source of fiber and contain minerals 
including magnesium, calcium and 
potassium. 

HAZELNUTS. These are a good 
source of folate, which plays a key 
role in keeping homocysteine with­
in normal levels. Homocysteine is 
an amino acid which has been as­
sociated with heart problems as 
well as conditions like Parkinson's 
disease. 

PECANS. These are packed with 
plant sterols. Pecans ai·e also anti­
oxidant-rich which helps prevent 
the plaque fo1mation that causes 
hardening of the a1teries. They're 
rich in oleic acid, the healthy fat 
found in olives and avocado. As a 
good source of vitamin B3, pecans 
help fight fatigue. 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 

• BMW Pans , Helmeis 
, Accessories • Books 
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ALLAN• DAVID 
Tel: (413) 861-9543 
Fax: (413) 863-4920 

lK 

E-mail: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Power Town 
Apartments 
I :12 Avenue/\ 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O.Box729 
Greenfield. MA 01302 

J~ 

CHEVRCJLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Tt'3Verse Vans 

RON SICARD 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax(413) 774-5746 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gil] 

Douglas Edson 413. 863. 4,462 

•dil11 PICKLES I 
Natwrall~ Fermented & Raw 
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Available at 
Old Depot Gardens, 

Upinngil, and Food City! 

www.reaJpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

up•lO•the•minute•technolOgy 
old-fashioned personal service 

l7 YIARI' OF MJ.ltlMCi GOPIE/ 
AND /'Till THE OIUCil.MA.I.! 

11ntin9 oil 
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180 Main Street. Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
CREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSI-IOP.COM 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Droin Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to go" 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

m,chael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

DOLAN & bbtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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Disturbed by 
Melantha '.s divination 
skills, our narrator 
returns to the reading 
room, where the 
usual crowd had 
gathered ... 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

If I dreamed of 
anyone, it was of the 
night librarian herself, Melantha. 
She occupied a peculiar coign of 
vantage in my mind - her image 
would come vividly to life in 
my inner vision at the odd hours 
between sleep and waking, or in the 
middle of a mundane conversation 
with a hardware store clerk. 

Her eyes exerted a peculiar 
fascination, sweeping me with bold 
appraisal, measuring my worth 
and coming up short, sardonic and 
amused. 

There was no one like her in our 
town. 

I walked into the reading room 
and swiped the want ads from Tony 
and took my seat. 

Tony usually devoted himself 
to the business section, but tonight 
he had the paper open to the local 
news. 

He was reading aloud an article 
covering the recent town meeting, 
which bore upon a matter close at 
hand, or rather underfoot, namely -
the gap in the top step of the library 
landing. 

I pretended to study the scant job 
openings as I listened to him carry 
on about the proceedings of our 
local government. 

"Listen to this!" he cried. "'At 
Tuesday's town meeting, after a 
lengthy debate, with no surprises, 
the good citizens of our town 
decided once again to cast their 
ballots for stability .. .' Stability!" He 
put the paper down. "I shit you not, 
that's what it says." 

Tony affected a bit of a lisp. 
"What a lede. As if they 

would have cast their ballots for 
anything but. As if they would 
have voted for in-stability. My 
god! Moral degeneracy. Chaos and 
perversion!" 

"All right, Tony, read the paper." 
He snapped the broadsheet open 

crisply and continued, '" At issue 
was the very foundation of civic 
pride, nay the very pillar on which 
the fundamental rectitude of our 
citizemy rests - the library.' 

"The library!" Tony lowered the 
paper and, quoted Eulalie Shinn: 
"Balzac!" He looked across at 
me. "The pillar of our citizemy's 
fundamental rectitude? Who do they 
think they're kidding? The way the 
tight-assed finance committee tries 
to squeeze every last dime you'd 
think they would have reduced new 
acquisitions to owl shit by now. 
And they'll do it, too, if the few of 
us who still know how to read don't 
raise a stink. Hmmph. The pillar 
up the fundament of our citizenry 
indeed. Assholes!" 

His esses spattered across the 
table. I backed off a little, not to be 
obvious, and stuck my hands in my 
overcoat pockets. 

Orville squirmed uncomfortably 
in the comer. 

Tony resumed reading. 
"'The article in question dealt 

with the wide crack in the library 
landing. The crack has been giving 
patrons pause for years, and has led 
to growing doubts about the stability 
of the underlying foundation. 
Temporary measures for dealing 
with the problem were considered. 
The relative merits of silicon 
caulk versus mortar· mix were 
debated. Town meeting members 
rejected nmnerous motions, and 
amendments from the floor, and in 
the end voted unanimously to fund 
complete renovations to the mai·ble 
steps and landing, which have been 
so grieviously parted from their 
pediments in recent years ... "' 

"That would be grievous," put 
in Cadmus, drily. "Not grievious. I 
should know." 

Ulysses mffied his wings and 
shifted from one leg to the other. 

'" ... grievously parted ... from their 
pederasts ... "' said Tony, snickering. 
"I should know." 

"S-s-stop it, Tony," stammered 
Orville, from his comer. 

Tony went on as if he hadn't 
heard. "'The sum appropriated 
for repairs, two thousand, six 
hundred and ninety-seven dollars 
and some odd cents, according to 
Everett Patch, superintendent of 
the department of public works, to 
conjoin the gaping flesh-holes ... the 
gasping fissures ... "' 

"S-s-stop it, Tony, please!" 
'" ... to conjoin .. .' where was 

I? Oh yes, '. . . the gaping fissure, 
barring further settlement. .. "' 

"What kind of settlement?" I 
wondered. 

"It doesn't say." 
Tony's forehead was bathed 

in sweat. He had broken his wrist 
not long ago, slipping on a frozen 
manhole as he was crossing the 
Avenue, so now he tmned the pages 
stiffly with a forearm molded tight 
in solid plaster. He was a florid man 
with a gleaming bald dome, which 
he wiped continuously with his one 
good hand, causing it to gleam even 
more brilliantly. 

"A fiduciary settlement, perhaps. 
Settled on us by the bored tmssees. 
Or perhaps they merely refer to a 
new wave of migratory settlement, 
much ballyhooed by the xenophobes 
down at Nick's Barbershop. Or 
the reference may be simply to 
the inevitable, inexorable, deeply 
deplorable and oh-so-lamentable 
settlement of our own too tired 
masses as we sit here yawning over 
the dull quotidian details of our all 
too public lives." 

He cmmpled up the paper and 
tossed it in the fire, causing Ulysses 
to startle and a sudden ball of flame 
to leap up the narrow flue. 

Continued next week. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER B3 

IUCXO)~ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here '.s the way it was on 

November 13, 2003: News from 
The Montague Reporter :S-archive. 

Wendell Cell Tower 
Hearing Continued 

streets in Tm11ers Falls. 

Hallmark Proposes 
Student Housing 

First a garage, then a scrap 
wai·ehouse, the building's roof and 
walls ai·e falling down, ai1d known 
contaminants include PCB 's, 
lead, chromium, ai1d petroleum 
hydocarbons. 

Reluctantly, the Montague 

The zoning boai·d of appeals seek 
adniinistrative support in reviewing 
a permit request from AT&T to 
install cell phone transmitters on 
the already existing tower on Locke 
Hill Road. Editorial: Another 

Veterans' Day 
selectboai·d agreed on Monday 
to forwai·d a request to rezone 16 
acres of industrial land on Millers 
Falls Road to the zoning board of 
appeals. 

The Hallmai·k School of 
Photography seeks to acquire this 
parcel from the Turners Falls Fire 
District to build student housing. 

Town administrator Frank 

Many residents attended ai1 
October 23 heai·ing with concerns. 
The hearings for the Mormon 
Hollow Road tower took almost 
two yeai-s. 

The ZBA plans to hire three 
consultai1ts, at the expense of the 
applicant, to review aspects of the 
proposal. 

No weapons of mass distmction 
have been discovered in Iraq after 
months of fmitless sear·ching. More 
than 50,000 Iraqi soldier-s and 
civilians have died in the conflict so 
far·, along with nearly 400 American 
soldiers. 

Abbondanzio cautioned against 
"any kind of policy which would 
shift away from supporting the 
rehabilitation of housing in Millers 
Falls ai1d Tmners Falls." 

EPA Grant Sought 
For Dubois Property 

These brave men and women -
and their smvivors - deserve all of 
our honor ai1d respect. The leaders 
who sent them to their deaths 
under false pretenses deserve to be 
tmned out of office at the ear·liest 
opportunity. 

He said the growing influx of 
Hallmark students "has helped 
to keep the housing up" in those 
villages. 

A public hearing will be held next 
week to gather input on Montague's 
grant to the federal EPABrownfields 
program to clean up the property 
on the comer of Third and Canal 

For them, next Veterans' Day 
will not come soon enougl1. 

Monday, 11/4 

12:24 p.m. Student who 
had walked out of Turners 
Falls High School located 
and transported home. 
1-:62 p.m. Mediated refund 
of money for return of a 
cracked bureau on Park 
Street. 
Tuesday, 11/5 

1-:67 a.m. Neighbor 
disturbance on Grout 
Circle. 
9: 14 a.m. Report of vehicle 
on fire in a Bulkley Street 
driveway. Fire out upon 
arrival. 
12:52 p.m. Hit and run 
accident at Rite Aid Plaza. 
Driver located; had just 
come from eye doctor and 
pupils were still dilated. No 
injuries. 
7:20 p.m. Shoplifting at 
Salvation Army. Parties 
trespassed from store. 
7:22 p.m. Report of parents 
being rowdy at TFHS 
football game. Services 
rendered. 
7:48 p.m. Shoplifting 
from F.L. Roberts. Parties 
trespassed from store. 
Wednesday, 11/6 

5:09 a.m. Recurrence of 
neighbor disturbance on 
Grout Circle. Spoke with 
involved parties. 
9:11 

was arrested at Food 
City and charged with 
shoplifting by concealing 
merchandise. 
2:48 p.m. Two car motor 
vehicle accident at Third 
and L Streets. Extensive 
damage to both vehicles. 
One party evaluated for 
possible neck injury. 
5:05 p.m. Possible sick 
opossum in an Oakman 
Street back yard. Gone on 
arrival. 
8:03 p.m. Caller from 
Turnpike Road reported 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Fraudulent Fire Inspector Afoot 
that his roommate was 
threatening him with a 
9mm handgun. (See story, 
pg. AL) 
8:51 p.m. Vandalism on 
Avenue A; trash strewn 
about outside and in 
common hallway of 
building. Referred to an 
officer. 
Thursday, 11/'7 

11 :49 a.m. Reports of a 
suspicious male posing as a 
firefighter or fire inspector 
approaching residences on 
Third Street and Seventh 
Street, seeking access 
to apartments, asking 
questions about properties, 
and possibly taking 
photographs. Confirmed 
that Fire Department was 
not involved. Witnesses 
described vehicle and plate 
number. Police departments 
in surrounding towns 
notified to be on lookout. 
Registered owner of 
vehicle (Boston resident) 
contacted; reported that 
vehicle had been in body 
shop for past 10 days. 
Under investigation. 
1:46 p.m. 

arrested on a default 
warrant. 
1<:42 p.m. Report of 
trespassing in condemned 
house on Central Street. 
Area search negative. 
5:47 p.m. Caller reported 
that the operator of a 
vehicle he was following 
on Hatchery Road stopped 
abruptly, got out, and 
started banging on the 
caller's car. Caller resumed 
travel with other operator 
following him. Plate info 
given to Greenfield PD. 
6: 11- p.m. Caller reported 
being chased by female 
making statements about 
money being owed. 
Involved parties located 

and spoken to. 
6:32 p.m. Request for officer 
to contact caller's brother 
(in same building) and ask 
him to close the basement 
door, as the basement is 
full of mold. Referred to an 
officer. 
Friday, 11/s 
1<:1<5 a.m. Assisted 
Greenfield PD in pursuing 
suspect after assault and 
home invasion. 
8:1<5 a.m. Officer requested 
to Franklin County 
Technical School m 
response to a report of a 
student pushing another 
student against the wall and 
holding an X-Acto knife to 
his throat the previous day. 
Report taken. 
11:51 a.m. Request for 
an officer to remove and 
dispose of an old rifle at a 
Second Street apartment. 
Services rendered. 
1: 15 p.m. Officers responded 
to an ongoing threatening 
and harassment situation 
at Turners Falls High 
School. 
9: 11 p.m. Walker struck in 
leg by BB while walking 
on bike path on Wednesday. 
Report taken. 
9:1<1 p.m. Verbal warning 
issued to juvenile on 
skateboard creating safety 
hazard on Avenue A. 
11 :59 p.m. Domestic 
disturbance in Montague 
Center. 
Saturday, 11/9 

3:21 a.m. Domestic 
disturbance m Millers 
Falls. 
1<:39 a.m. Recurrence of 
neighbor disturbance on 
Grout Circle. Added to 
report already in progress. 
Both parties advised of 
options. 
5:1<0 a.m. Recurrence of 
neighbor disturbance 
on Grout Circle. Report 

taken. 
2:29 p.m. Upon attempting 
to retrieve some of 
his property (a potato 
harvester, a dump truck, a 
one-ton truck, and a potato 
grader) from another party, 
caller found items gone. 
Advised of options. 
3:44 p.m. Dispute over 
custody of mother cat and 
kittens on Grout Circle. 
Advised of options. 
1-:27 p.m. Burglary/ 
breaking and entering on 
Avenue A. Report taken. 
5:59 p.m. Domestic 
disturbance m Turners 
Falls. 
6: 16 p.m. Heavy odor of 
marijuana in hallway of 
Powertown Apartments. 
Verbal warning issued. 
6:43 p.m. Report of 
unwanted contact/ 
abusive language from a 
construction company. 
Advised of options. 
8: 12 p.m. Report of 
teenagers riding a computer 
chair down Unity Street hill 
in traffic. Parties located 
and sent/transported 
home. 
10:19 p.m. Fight reported 
outside Fairway Avenue 
residence. Determined to 
be verbal only. Parties sent 
on way. 
Sunday, 11 II o 
12:37 a.m. Complaint of 
band practicing in an old 
mill building in Millers 
Falls and disturbing the 
peace. Services rendered. 
2:48 a.m. A male was taken 
into protective custody 
following a disturbance on 
Franklin Street. 
3:51 a.m. Report of 
suspiciousmaleapproaching 
houses on Pinewood Circle 
then returning to vehicle. 
Unable to locate. 
10:35 a.m. Loose pit bull on 
Alice Street. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ORECISION 
_L./ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries• Starters 

w Struts • Tune-ups• Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

IV!IIW,II/CC/1Ttl1y{1111er·,1/h111116.(1IIII 

Smee 1895 

On the Common 
Gree,ifie(,I, Nla~s11clmsetts 

Turners Falls, Massac/wsew 

(413) 774-4808 
john C. Davis 

Director 
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It is difficult 
to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day 
for lack 
of what is found there. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

edited by Patricia Prnitt 
Readers are invited to send 
poems to the Montague Reporter 
at: 177 A venue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

NOVEMBER 14, 2013 

The editors would like to thank the f ollowingf or 
their generous financial underwriting of this page: 

Klondike Sound, Green Fields Market, 
and Montague Dental Arts 

- William Carlos Williams 

__..--..,, 
JUST ONE 
PERCENT 

Neighbors 

Good fences 
make good neighbors 
but only if 

Three Un titled 
I. _... ~ 

, \ seven foot cedar 
mean-eyed portcullis 
wooden drawbridge 
gives the finger. Clouds make 

a hole in us.Yielding 

..... I"'{ ' 

white, almost 

We're all in the clover. 

We'll have all the chips. 

It's time to move over. 

You dumb little drips. 

A kingdom with 
no su6j ects is 
just the subject 

intolerable, beeches J~ l"'t;-°~"-"'✓ 

-'---· t ~ } 
,_; 

-Hans Herda 

Leverett 

of speculation 
whispers, and innuendo. 
Empt)'. house 

pillar vacancies. Absences 

to inhabit. 

How quiet 

is lost in words, winter's 

insistence inside us. 

II. 

- Jess Mynes 

Wendell 

Bloody nose beneath 

just so bent bill. 

Lasso me, I'll 

lasso you. 

Faces in backdrop 

stacked where spaces 

allow. Any chance we 

had. 

Rough elbow points 

where collision 

intensifies. 

A cow's vacant eyes. 

III. 

Shirtless on the steps, sock 
footed 
hands looming 
in foregrouncf 
as paralyzed birds. Hands that 
in not touching well tell a 
history. 

Thinking of everything 
but what is right now. 
cloudless. 
and everything races 
to an unwinnable finish. 

I wondered if once you weren't 
here 
the poems would 
become as much as previous. 

Things and people we don't 
know 
cast a shadow. 

TIDES 

Low tide is the better 

Of my inner seasons: 

Time to linger 

Over seaweed and stone 

Potsherd, sea-withered 

bone 

Time to link coral and 

shell, 

time to scan the upcoming 

swell. 

Hello there, 

High tide, my ruin. 

-Hans Herda 

Leverett 

MANIFESTO 

October throws grenades 

at leaf tree trunks: 

cold shocks send 

vegetable telegrams 

along the mute lines 

to each fibre, every leaf, 

and then the dance begins. 

Have you seen damp Pontiacs 

covered with maple ballerinas? 

Ochre and crimson, 

they celebrate the season, 

alter the paint job, mask the rot. 

Chrome never had it so good! 

Each lovely color 

finds a way to brown, 

brown works to brittle, 

downward into mulch, 

time into earth 

and food 

for new October 

tenaecl bY. hardback servants 
guarding house and verse 
1n neat rows. 

Widow's walk weeping 
waits for merchant srup 
lading of lost moments 
or almost spoken words. 
Candle burns 
for the captain 
stranded on a sandbar 
he dug all day 
in the garden. 

Mending wall 
only mends 
when it is taken apart 
stone by stone 
and stacked into a cairn 
welcoming stones 
welcoming strangers. 

The stone you 
clench in fist 
is not for welcoming. 

- Ray DiDonato 
Wendell 

Part stalwart wonder Your hair darker, it must be the 
light. As if 
anything lessens the smart of 
why 

-Hans Herda 

Leverett 
why I feel revealed 

in each conditional. 

- Jess Mynes 

Wendell 

words come 
apart. 

If I've seen this 
picture before. 
There were never any birds. 

- Jess Mynes 
Wendell 

Contributors' Notes 

Ray DiDonato, a Wendell poet among poets, is an active participant in all things Wendell. 

Hans Herda, a f01mer professor and a lifelong appreciator of poetiy, 
writes his poems in Leverett. 

Jess Mynes writes and publishes poetiy, as well as being one quarter of the "forcesum" 
who rnn All Small Caps, a reading series held at Deja Brew in Wendell. 

"Cloud" artwork by Barbara Milot of Turners Falls. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUlt' ~ 

25Mm.,,F.a,Ro: 1z IS' 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzlnc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

fUn1<·s~un 
fUN. fUNf<Y. fUN(JIONflL 

Custom: Sewil)~, CJpl)olstery, Slip Covers, 

Floors, Si~.l)S, Hal)dba~s, Pillows, Fabric ful) 

38 3rd Street 
Christa Snyder • Creator 
Thur-Fri 11-6 Sat 10-5 

Turners Falls 
413-863-0003 

Sun 12-4 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easv in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

l'outractors, l'lea Marketers, J'radeshow Venoors 
and Arti515 cncCluraglld to inquire 

~- and 4,£yJlqder Motorcycles 
1969 ro 19i6 

In Any Condition 
Call J'~ 

(9 8i) if1D-50li2 
(30E/J f/81-JJ9 

:Negus ~ Taylor~ Inc. 
Monuments NC/6'JDfl/l41VC 

Ji,,.-PJtJ»i¥U.6 ,.,'nt:r IM 

People often come lo see us 
becouse their parent$ 
ond their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot lcind of loyalty, 
and we work hard lo leep 1t. 
• Gory and Noncy Melen 

~i.~--io •~;-w 
~· 'I"'. it,, 
-; I (' ,•1~gff!1'{! ,~ 

JJJeJ/10/'lCJ 

J Iha! /ml Jonver j 1, 

MAIN OFFICE nl-9552 
10_~11 Street; GreenAeld, MA 

Toe perfect remembrance· ,e.-, _ 

,JJit,TiOqi/i.-z· 
Si«u f(JfO 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 

SALES • SERVICE• JNSTAUATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Jeremy Lyons, folk roots blues 
and M.R. Poulopoulos, singer­
songwriter, 7:30 p.m. 

ONGOING: 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY 
The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok­
er tournament, with cash prizes. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
EVERY THURSDAY 
Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
and Laurie Davidson. Children 
and their caregivers are invited. 
10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, 
and Schultzy from Curly Fin­
gers Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 
p.m. 
EVERY FRIDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

ART SHOWS: 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Turners Falls: Changing Coast­
lines, oil paintings by Paula Tes­
sier on display in the Great Hall 
through November 30th. Great 
Falls Discovery Center is open 
Fridays and Saturdays, 10 to 4 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levan­
gie & The Mud, Blood & Beer 
Band, Johnny Cash favorites, 9 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: San­
tina & Drew Bligh, indie-acoustic, 
9:30 p.m. 

Leverett Library: Leverett Film 
Club presents a screening of 
Stories We Tell, PG-13, 1 hr. 48 
min., 7:30 p.m. 

SATURDA~NOVEMBER16 

Greenfield High School: Crafts 
Are Us Craft Show. Features a 
variety of crafters. Free admis­
sion (please bring a non-perish­
able food item for the Survival 

Singer-songwnrer and multi-instrumentalist Jeremy Lyons comes to Mocha Mtrya's, 
in Shelburne Falls, this Fridtry the 15th. A longtime New Orleans resident, Lyons 
resettled in Cambridge after Katrina. He also heads the Expanding Elastic Waste 

Band, pltrying with the surviving members of '90s "low rock" band Morphine. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 
Painting The World Happy, 
work by Denyse Dar on display 
through November 23. 
University Museum of Contem­
porary Art, UMass, Du Bois In 
Our Time, exhibit continues 
through December 15. 

AUDITIONS: 
ARENA Civic Theater: auditions 
for Hell and High Water at Lilly 
Library, Florence, Sat., Nov 9, 
1-4 p.m., Art Space, Greenfield, 
Thurs, Nov. 14, 7 p.m. and 
Jones Library, Amherst, Tues., 
Nov 26, 7 p.m. 

EVENTS: 

THURSDA~NOVEMBER14 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito, 
Doug Plavin & Tommy Boynton, 
8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band, 
Americana-ana, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 

Center), 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Beaver Moon Cel­
ebration sponsored by the No­
lumbeka Project., Native Ameri­
can crafts, music, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

Flywheel Arts, Easthampton: 
Austin Vaughn & Ron Shalom 
Duo; Grumpy Ghost and Tryp­
tich (mems. Rabbit Rabbit, Bun­
winkies, Egg Eggs); Banjo As­
sault Duo; Belltonesuicide; and 
23 Quartet. All ages / substance 
free. 7 p.m. 

Montague Common Hall: Gen­
der role free contra dance. Tim 
van Egmond calling; band TBD. 
Substance and perfume free. 
Wear soft-soled shoes. Sliding 
scale entry fee. 7 to 10 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Phil Yates & the Affiliates, rock 
and Seth Adams, pop-rock, 7:30 
p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse, 
Wendell: Zydeco Connection,$, 
7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Squag­
myre, pop rock with groove 

based jams, 9 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Turn It Loose, classic rock, 
9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rockit Queer with DJ Funkadelic 
Fern, $, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Greenfield High School: MASC/ 
SOMA Bocce Tournament. Free 
and open to the public. 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Rupert Wates, singer-songwrit­
er, 2 p.m. 

Leverett Library: Comic book 
drawing with artist Jack Purcell. 
For kids aged 10 and up. Regis­
ter in advance. 3 to 4:30 p.m. 

King Street Manor, Northamp­
ton: MV Carbob (Matt Valentine 
project), Pod Blotz, Bill Nace, 
Human Beast, Frank Hurricane. 
8 to 11 :30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow's Re­
bellion, with Steve Crow, Peter 
Kim & Joe Fitapatrick, warped 
Americana, 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

Greenfield Community College, 
Main Campus, Sloan Theater: 
student directed one act plays, 
"Fiction". 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: BIN­
GO! 8 p.m. 

TUESDA~NOVEMBER19 

Greenfield Community College, 
Main Campus, Sloan Theater: 
student directed one act plays, 
"Phantasma", 6 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Play reading, Arsenic & Old 
Lace. 6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

Mid-Week Music, All Souls 
Church, Greenfield: Laura 
Siersema, piano, 12:15 p.m. 

Greening Greenfield presents 
the film Switch, a documen­
tary about energy, and how we 
can choose our energy future. 
Shown at St. James Episcopal 
Church, Greenfield, 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Fil­
iault Trio. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Discovery Hour: Turkeys! 
For children ages 3-6 and their 
adults. 10:30 to 11 :30 a.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Peachy's, Americana blues, 
8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: T. 
Wraight, J. Eckerson & Friends, 
rock and roll. Free, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Mark 
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Nomad Band, highly dance-able 
blues and funk, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Watershed Investigators: Bea­
vers! Geared toward grades 2 to 
5. 10:30 to 11 :30 a.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Rogues, traditional Irish, Ameri­
cana, bluegrass, Dylan The 
Band and more, 9 p.m. 

t1J_..j\ I~, I 
The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

(413) 863-9576 

THUR-!i. 1 U 14 
I.Ioele 1~l•,!li C..-ab Grass Baud 

fll"mt:nta~,.i.,rilltl 

FRI 11111S 9~lP 
'5-anljna I °'1tw W!tl\ 

!indie"'IJccwsiUtJ 

SAT. 11116 9:.30 l3 
iR 0tl<rr GUH'.R 

w. DJ fwnhtdituc: Fl!fh 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwinds school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413 ) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863-9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Greenfield 
0 -opera v 

Bank 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

G) 
e 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
RemodeHng Contractor 

BluM1 CellulosP lnsul,Hfon • Airsealing • P.nergy Audits 
RPpl"cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home R~p;,irs • Spr.:ty !'<um Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1olibsrtt111odeli1ig@g11inil.co111 

~issance IB~ilders 
C2Ealitp, (J~tsmanship, ~riginal Gfhm,ght 

www.reubuHd.net 
863-8316 

o =-=' Brian It San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Ser~1ng the Area for ove, 25 years Cer11fled • Bonaed• 111s u,.,d 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinatfons Changed 

28 Montague S11eet 
Tumers Falls. MA 01376 

Beeper 290-1162 

863-2471 
fCIX 863-8022 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

rf"' 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandt..-avelcompany.com 

432 Greenfield Road 
Montague, MA 
R1gl1l next door lo 
the Bookn,ill' 

Gift Cert,r,cates, 
weI~1ess Packages 
a~d On-Site Classes 
and Serv,ces available. 

Call (413) 687-2125 
to schedule an 

appointment 
today 

Ask us 
aboutotlr 

dlscmmts for 
new clients this fall! 
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CLIO from page 81 
relationship. Of course it is hard not 
to wony about the future, but try to 
keep a clear head and take things 
one step at a time. 

There are many checklists avail­
able to help people assess whether 
their relationships are abusive. I rec­
ommend that you look into finding 
one on the internet. 

Dominance and control are im­
po1tant themes in these checklists, 
and there is something called eco­
nomic abuse that is similar to what 
you are describing in your letter. 
Just google "economic abuse." 

Just in case you don't get to one 
of those checklists right away, I am 
going to give you a few warning 
signs to look for. 

You say that you usually do not 
disagree with your husband. Is this 
because you are afraid of him? Is 
it easier to simply avoid topics that 
will make him angiy? 

Does he criticize or humiliate 
you? Would you be emban·assed if 
other people saw the way he treats 
you? Does he tell you what to do? 
Does he keep you from seeing 
friends or family? Does he make 
you feel responsible for his con­
trolling behavior? Does he threaten 
to hmt you or himself ( even if you 
don't think he would really do it)? 
Is he good at making you feel guilty 
or ashamed? 

If some of these sound like your 
husband, please reach out for some 
help with this relationship. People 
who are in abusive relationships be­
gin to doubt themselves and wonder 
whether they are the ones who are 
wrong. Someone who is close to me 
once said, "I knew that what he was 
saying wasn't hue, but after hearing 
it eve1y day, I sta1ted to believe that 
it was." 

Being in an abusive relationship 
also hmts your sense of indepen­
dence and of self worth, the very 
qualities that could help you stand 
up for yourself. For these reasons 
and more, it is impo1tant for you to 

Nichols Vision 
Now in Turners Falls 

free, Uno pressure" consultations 
Bring your prescription in today! 

Providers forcYEMED, 
DA VIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and olhcrs. 

Nichols Vision 
2% Avenue A 

(Beside the United Arc} 
Turners FaUs, MA 01376 

(413)863-1000 

have suppo1t. Your sister sonuds like 
a good candidate to confide in right 
away. 

Maybe the two of you can do some 
research on economic and emotional 
abuse at her house. I'm guessing that 
even thinking about this makes you 
feel panicky. Researching further 
could make that feeling worse, so it 
would be good to have some suppo1t 
while you do it. 

If you are won-ied about what 
you discover, there are a number of 
domestic abuse counselors in our 
area, and you can find them on the 
internet. You might start by calling 
NELCWIT (in Greenfield) at 772-
0806. 

Discovering, or even consider­
ing the possibility, that you are in 
an abusive relationship can make it 
feel like your life is spinning out of 
conti·ol. You have been telling your­
self that things are OK for years. It's 
hard to consider the alternative. 

Remember, though, you are in 
charge of any changes that will come 
about. Right now you are just gath­
e1111g info1mation, and nothing will 
happen m1til you decide it should. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

SCULPTURE from page 81 

your life attending to what's spiritual 
and sustaining is the most impo1tant 
thing."' 

Along with the Goshen stone and 
river stone, the stupa contains pink 
marble, and Dunphy added small 
stones ai1d c1ystals that belonged 
to a dear friend who died two years 
ago. 

When he talks about the stupa 
he tends to touch it, and this is not 
surp11sing. From hard cold stone, 
Petmski has created soft inviting 
curves shaped somewhat like a hor-

net's nest or a womb. 
It took about 72 hours to build, 

and Petruski would like to do more 
of this work. 

He would never recreate this 
particular stupa, but instead would 
welcome the oppo1tunity to be­
gin the process anew with some­
one seeking beauty and inspiration 
through stone. He can be reached at 
jayce42 7@gmail.com. 

What will it look like with snow 
powdered on the curves? Will icicles 
fo1m in some places? 

When the ti·ees bloom again be-

You can safely use this time to 
educate yourself and gather your 
strength. If you do decide that it 
would be healthier for you to make 
a change, then you will do it with 
supp01t from friends, family, or a 
professional. You will be making 
the 1-ight choice in coffecting an 
unhealthy situation that is not your 
fault. 

Philip and Susie Maddern enJ'!Y the Montague Reporter on their t)Qcation to 
Bermuda last month. Headed out of town? Bring us with you! It:r getting cold. 

You have a 1-ight to conti·ol your 
life and your finances. It is approp11-
ate for you to be strong and to seek 
more independence and respect than 
you are getting. 

I supp01t your desire to address 
this issue in your relationship now, 
whether you do that by finding your 
voice and asse1ting yourself in the 
man-iage, or whether you discover 
that this relationship is too unhealthy 
to fix. 

I believe that you will know in 
your heait which path is 1-ight, ai1d 
I know that you ai·e sti·ong enough 
to follow it, even though it may be 
a challenge. 

Please, take care of yourself. 

Yow·s, 
Clio n 

SCRAPBOOK from page 81 

was drawn to the framed print of 
Millers Falls, hanging on the wall 
of the Erving Public Libraiy. It 
clearly shows the village as it ap­
peai·ed before the Great Fire of 1895 
which bmned most of Millers to the 
gi·ound, a description of which ap­
peai·ed in this column last month. 

Wanting to remove the p1111t from 
its fraine in order to copy it in his 
studio, Peters convinced the librai·­
ian, Barbai·a F11edman, to take it 
down from its place on the wall. 

Lo and behold, when they re­
moved the backing, it revealed an 
old World War I recmiting poster, 
with a photogi·aph of my m1cle 
Peny Smith, in his doughboy uni­
form, right in the middle. Peny had 
enlisted in Jm1e of 1917, a month 
after the Selective Service draft was 
instituted. And there he was, look­
ing quite pleased with himself in his 

new m1ifo1m, 
likely urging 
his fellow vil­
lagers to do as 
he had done. 

SCAPES BUILDERS The poster 
& EXCAVATr0N, LI.C. 

New Construction 

P. ➔ J3-665-0185 
I LON Hillside Ro~1d 

Renovation Site Work 

ww,Y.scapesbuilders.com 
South Deerfield, MAO 13 73 

was in mint 
1917 condition, 
having been 
well-preserved, 
hidden in the 
frame all these 

years. 
Peters was cleai·Iy thrilled to bring 

it to the Erving Histo11cal Commis­
sion meeting, since he and the li­
brarian, having done some quick 
research, detem1ined that Uncle 
Perry had lived out his life on Forest 
Sti·eet, located in Eivingside. 

But the even more astounding co­
incidence was that in fact, this ve1y 
same Perry Smith was my own un­
cle. He was born in 1891 in the room 
not quite ten feet from the kitchen 
table where I'm writing this now! 
He was raised in this house, with 
five brothers ai1d a sister, and it was 
from here that he set out to do his 
pah-iotic duty in 1917. 

Tirings that ai·e meant to happen, 
decidedly keep happening. So not 
only did Peters find tlris rai·e aiti­
fact from the Great Wai·, but when 
he brought it to the meeting at the 
museum he unknowingly delivered 
it directly to the man's last descen­
dant in town! 

Later, looking into the old boxes 
of clipped newspaper aiticles and 
obituaries stored in the 1101th-facing 
Cold Room upstairs, I uncovered 
scant ti·aces of Uncle Peny's life. 

He had lived here with his par­
ents, Judali and Lizzie Smith, and 
his brothers m1til he enlisted, one of 
almost 3 million men drafted to fight 
in tl1e final year of the war. 
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lrind the stupa, the pale lacy gi·een 
will be all-new, ai1d the stupa will 
look different once again. It has a 
presence that provides comfo1t and 
piques curiosity. Ban-ing an earth­
quake, it will be there forever. 

Others will live in this house; 
what will they think, one hundred 
years from now, about that beauti­
ful stone sculpture at the back of tl1e 
yai·d? 

Dunphy welcomes visitors, if you 
give him a call first or send 
lrim an email at jjdunph@ II 
comcast. net. 

By all accounts, he was one of 
the lucky ones: in that single year, 
116,000 US soldiers were killed, 
ai1d 205,000 more were wounded. 
The names of the battles of Belleau 
Wood, Chateau Thieny, and St. Mi­
lriel would be memorized by genera­
tions of Ame11can school children. 

Total losses in the war amom1ted 
to more than 21 million killed on all 
sides. Sho1tly after the wai·, Uncle 
Peny "Butch" Smith found himself 
back in the village, resuming his 
quiet life as stock clerk at the Mill­
ers Falls Paper Co. 

He lived briefly again in our house 
with his wife Leione Comins Smitl1, 
ca1111g for Iris mother once his father 
passed away. After 1933, he resided 
on quiet Forest Street, No. 29, in 
Eivingside. Lei one ran the 5 and I 0 
cent store on Main Sti·eet in Millers 
Falls, where the new Grout's Comer 
Antiques is located. He lived out his 
life quietly, and passed away at 72. 

But, unexpectedly, he popped up 
again in that Anny poster that made 
its way into our hai1ds, just the other 
day, just before Almistice Day, the 
95th amriversaiy of the War to End 
All Wars. 

At least for us then, in this family, 
from now on when we think of the 
First World War, Peny Smith will be 

the last one, The Last Man. II 
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