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By David Detmold

After seven years at the 
helm of the superintendency 
school union that unites the 
elementary schools of Erv-
ing, Wendell, New Salem, 
Shutesbury and Leverett, 
Joan Wickman is leaving to 
become the superintendent 
and middle school principal 
of Carlisle Public Schools, 
near Concord. Wickman, 
who said she attended more 
than 100 night meetings, on 
average, each year, in her 
role as superintendent to four 
elementary school commit-

tees in Union 28, is leaving at 
a critical time for the district, 
which faces  the possible 
loss of Leverett’s elementary 
school to a new elementary 
district with Pelham and Am-
herst in 2015.

Voters in those three towns 
will decide in town elections 
in November on the plan to 
form a new three town el-
ementary district, which the 
town of Shutesbury has also 
been invited to join. Howev-
er, members of the regional 
school planning board from 
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By CHRISTOPHER  
SAWYER-LAUÇANNO

Turners Falls–“The 
reason we are gathered here 
today is to continue the pro-
cess of healing,” said Joe 
Graveline, president of the 
Nolumbeka Project, as he 
welcomed a crowd of nearly 
80 to the Great Falls Discov-
ery Center on May 19. The 

gathering, to commemorate 
the 337th anniversary of the 
Great Falls Massacre, fea-
tured talks by Graveline, 
Barry Higgins (White Crow) 
master flute maker of Pen-
nacook-Abenaki descent 
who also played one of his 
hand-made instruments, and 
an invocation for peace and 
healing led by Strong Oak, 
Circle Keeper of the Vision-

ing B.E.A.R. Circle.  
Graveline began his talk by 

thanking the 2004 Montague 
Selectboard for initiating the 
Reconciliation Ceremony 
held at Unity Park in Turners 
Falls on May 19, 2004. This 
ceremony, which took place 
on the 328th anniversary of 
Captain William Turner’s at-
tack on the peaceful encamp-
ment of Native Americans at 
Peskeompskut (Great Falls), 

sought to “put the traumatic 
echoes of the past to rest.”  
The ceremony last Sunday 
was an effort to continue and 
renew the spirit of coopera-
tion and healing initiated in 
2004. Two members of that 
2004 board, Patricia Allen 
and Patricia Pruitt, as well 
as town administrator, Frank 
Abbondanzio, were in atten-

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUÇANNO

Montague Cen-
ter–On Saturday, May 18, 
Congressman James McGov-
ern, Representative from the 
Massachusetts Second Con-
gressional District, met at a 
number of venues in Western 
Massachusetts to speak one-
on-one with his constituents.  
In one day McGovern man-
aged to hold “open-office 
hours” in Ware, Amherst, 
Montague, and Northfield.   
At the Lady Killigrew, in 
Montague Center, McGov-
ern, for an hour, answered 
numerous questions from 
four residents of Greenfield, 
three from Montague and one 
from Leverett.  (He also met 
with Leverett residents in 

Amherst.)  Among the many 
topics discussed were cuts to 
Medicare and Social Security, 
campaign finance reform, the 
Keystone Pipeline, the clos-
ing of Guantánamo, and the 
House and Senate Farm bills, 
particularly focusing on the 
major cuts to the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) in both houses. 
He also offered  to help one 
of his constituents get refi-
nancing of her mortgage; to 
another, he said he’d do what 
he could do to find him pro-
fessional employment in his 
field.  He also commented 
on President Obama’s leader-
ship.

Affable, engaged and ar-
ticulate, McGovern answered 
each question with firmness 
and conviction. When asked 

his position on the Keystone 
Pipeline, he said without 
hesitation, “I’m opposed to 
it.” He then quickly added, 
“And to nuclear power, too.”  
He adamantly asserted that 
he opposed any cuts to Social 
Security and Medicare, and 
was fighting hard (along with 
Senator Elizabeth Warren) to 
protect these “vital programs 
as they are.”  

McGovern also argued 
strongly for overturning the 
Supreme Court’s “Citizens 
United” ruling, which effec-
tively gave corporations the 
same rights as citizens.  “It 
costs at least two million dol-
lars to run for a congressional 
seat,” said McGovern.  “As a 
result, many in Congress are 
millionaires or multi-million-

By SHIRA HILLEL

TURNERS FALLS – Lisa 
Davol has been the director of 
the Turners Falls RiverCul-
ture project for the past seven 
years, and now she is tak-
ing on similar work, yet in a 
broader context, as she takes 
over for Becky George as the 
new Events Manager at the 
Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce.  

Davol has already begun 
part time at the Chamber and 
will remain in her part time 
role as RiverCulture direc-
tor through most of the sum-
mer, when her two-year grant 
funding ends. 

Having worked tirelessly 
to promote arts, culture and 
the related economy in down-

town Turners Falls, Davol is 
now headed to the Chamber, 
“a membership organization 
dedicated to strengthening 
and sustaining economic and 
civic vitality in our region.”

Her focus will be less on 
individual events, which, as 
Davol knows well from Riv-
erCulture, is very time con-
suming. Instead, she will take 
a more global approach. 

The Chamber is one of 16 
regional tourism bureaus in 
the state, and currently, there 
are three member towns: 
Greenfield, Montague and 
Erving. 

In her new role as the 
Chamber’s Events Manager, 
Davol will be in charge of 
event management for all of 
Franklin County, member-

ship development and mar-
keting. She is hoping to de-
velop more benefits and cul-
tural development for mem-
ber towns, and to attract even 
more vibrant member towns. 

RiverCulture was created 
to strengthen the creative and 
cultural industries and en-
hance the overall quality of 
life that Turners Falls has to 
offer residents and visitors. 

Downtown Turners is 
rich in 19th century brick 
architecture and home to a 
contemporary photography 
school, theater, natural his-
tory museum, artist studios, 
a beautiful scenic riverside 
bike path, great dining and 
performance venues, and a 
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Healing Ceremony Held at Discovery 
Center for the Great Falls Massacre
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Lisa Davol (r) takes over at the Franklin County Chamber of  Commerce from Becky George (l) 

Davol Leaves RiverCulture But does Not 
Abandon Montague

see DAVOL page 12

Strong Oak evokes the ancestors during the Nolumbeka Project’s 
Commemoration of  the Great Falls Massacre

Joe Graveline, president of  The Noumbeka Project 

Congressman Jim McGovern talks to a small group of  constituents at The Lady Killigrew 

Congressman James McGovern Meets 
with Constituents at the Lady Killigrew

see McGovern pg 7
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