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Ready for a Makeover
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Buy Local at Food City
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BY JOSEPH A.
PARZYCH
TURNERS FALLS -

“There’s big changes com-
ing to Food City,” store man-
ager Jon Steiner said the
other day.

“There’s new signage up
above the deli and produce
department, and there’s our
new pizza stand, with pizza
baked on site. That’s going
well. But the big thing is the
emphasis on locally grown
produce. We’ve had
Williams sweet corn, before,
but now we’ll have lots of
other items, too, from area
farmers through the Pioneer
Valley Growers Association.
We have native asparagus
from Gary Gardner’s farm,
and soon there’ll be sweet

fﬂ Steiner offers asparagus, and 0?‘;56‘?’ ioml pradwfs, at Food Cr;y

corn, strawberries, cukes and
all manner of produce from
local farmers.”
The big question is: “Will
local produce cost more?”
“No, no,” Steiner said.
“Since we’re going to be
buying direct from the farm-
ers, we're eliminating the
middle man, handling and
trucking, so our prices will
be very competitive.”
Ordinarily, farmers sell to
a wholesaler who stores the
produce in a warehouse.
From there, the vegeta-
bles are bought from whole-
salers by big chains. and
trucked to their individual
distribution centers before
shipping on to wvarious
stores. By the time the veg-

see FOOD CITY page 9
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Gill-Montague School Committee

Cogswell: Commitment to
Gill-Montague is in My Blood

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE
TURNERS FALLS - Lesley Cogswe]l
of 21 Norman Circle, is running as a
write-in candidate for a three-year seat in
Montague on the G-M school committee.
Cogswell is the mother of two young
boys, living in Turners Falls, and expects
her sons will soon be attending school in
the district. She has a history in educa-
tion, teaching for nine years, in both
Keene, NH and the Bement School in
Deerfield. That was before she had her
children and settled in Turners Falls.

Cogswell has been a member of the
school community council at Montague
Elementary for the last four years. She
wants to be a positive voice for change on
the school committee.

Cogswell grew up in Montague, went
to Hillcrest and Sheffield, graduated class
of ‘94 from Tummers Falls High School.
Her mother was on the school committee.

see COGSWELL page 9
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BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH

ERVING - The town of Erving
recently acquired the Usher Mill
property on Arch Street for back
taxes, and now the town is
preparing to move forward with
the demolition of most of the
remaining buildings and the
cleanup of the site. A giant crane
left behind by former owner,
Patriots Environmental has
raised another hurdle to the
town’s cleanup of the property.
Why did the former owner leave
the crane on site? The town has
already entertained bids from

two scrap dealers for dismantling
the crane, or hauling it away.

A call to the offices of
Patriots Environmental, a sal-
vage firm in Worcester, led to
this comment from owner Ron
Bussier. “We’d be happy to fin-
ish taking down the building,
remediate the site and give the
lot to the town. but with the
asbestos, and the town being
too difficult to deal with, and
the taxes and all.... Bussier left
that thought hanging, and said,
“We’re taking the crane out
sometime this week: that’s up to

our guys when they can do it.”

He added. “Our attorneys are
talking to their attorneys, so
we’ll leave it at that.”

The crane has two dual wheel
axles on the back, and two sin-
gle wheel steering axles on the
front. If the carrier engine is in
running condition, there should
be no problem moving it. If not
running, Patriots will need a
really big tow truck to haul it
away.

Singleton: Maintain
Progress on the School Budget
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BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE
MONTAGUE - In discussing his run
for another three year term on the Gill-
Montague school committee, Jeff
Singleton said one of his primary goals
is to maintain the progress the towns
and the district have made with the long
term budget agreement.

Singleton said the district has seen
three budgets passed nearly unanimous-
ly at town meetings since the agree-
ment, which he took a central role in
crafting, was approved. Singleton
emphasized the importance of budget
stability, that a reduction in conflict
over the budget helps build support in
the community for the school district
and education. “We can’t go back-
wards,” he said.

Singleton expressed strong support
for the district’s accelerated improve-
ment plan (AIP), calling it essential for

see SINGLETON page 9

Charles Kelley:
Put the Students First

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE
MONTAGUE - Charles Kelley is run-
ning for a two-year seat on the Gill-
Montague school committee because he
believes every child deserves a chance,
and has the right to a good education.

Kelley says he is running to make a
difference in the lives of children. He
says in his work for Montague
Community Cable Television he fre-
quently gets to watch the school com-
mittee meetings and has become con-
cemed over the lack of civility among
the members, and how that impacts the
schools.

Kelley said if he is elected he will
provide an independent voice on the
comunittee, and could contribute to the
process to help improve the way com-
mittee members work together, in hopes
of putting their differences behind them.

Kelley wants to be part of a commit-
tee that views themselves first and fore-
most as being responsible to the needs
of the children in the school district. He
praised departing superintendent
Nadine Ekstrom and her work in the

see KELLEY page 9
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Lyons: Will Work
for a Stable School District

BY DAVID DETMOLD

MONTAGUE - Misty Lyons is running
for a three year Montague seat on the
Gill-Montague school committee in
Monday’s town elections. Lyons, cur-
rent vice president for Florence Savings
Bank. and member of the GCC
Foundation board of directors, has
worked in banking for the last 24 years,
and gained experience with budget and
finances in the process.

She said, “T am a high energy person
that likes and wants to be involved. I
always try to see both sides of the story,
and T like people to try to do the same.
Even when things are stressful. I try to
stay positive and focused. I am a team
player and a problem solver.” Lyons is a
member of the Montague Elementary
School Council.

Lyons said she decided to run for
school committee because of her, “seri-

see LYONS page 9

Shelly Clark:
Teamwork and Motivation

BY PATRICIA PRUITT
MONTAGUE - Shelly Clark is running
as a write-in candidate for the two-year
seat on the Gill-Montague school com-
mittee in Monday’s town elections.
Clark has been serving as a temporary
appointee on the committee for the last
two months since Emily Monosson
resigned in the middle of her term.

Clark said she felt a bit like “a deer
in the headlights” during her first few
meetings on the school committee. At
this point she feels she has gained a bet-
ter understanding of the committee’s
work. Sometimes, she finds, it can be
difficult to strike a balance between the
school district’s budgetary constraints
and the educational needs of the stu-
dents. The committee’s challenge, as
she sees it. is “to find the best education
for the money.”

Clark cites the report on the English
Language Learners program presented
at the May 8th school committee meet-
ing by Rebecca Wright and Jean Bean
as an example of the enthusiasm,
expertise, and energy of district staff

see CLARK page 9
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PET OF THE WEEK
Bunny Luv

Munchies

Munchies is the funnest kid in
the world! He is an eight-month
old mini rex rabbit in need of a
home. He is a curious and outgo-
ing bunny. Munchies is a brave
boy who shows interest in other
animals. He’s friendly and likes to
play with toys. He also likes to
snuggle if you let him climb into
your lap.

Bunnies are very social; they
love to play and form close bonds
with their people. They are also
easy to litter train, and they are off
the scales when it comes to cute-
ness!

For more information on adopt-
ing Munchies, please contact the
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane
Society at 413-548-9898 or
info@dpvhs.org.

PAPER!
Week of May 21th
in Montaguse

more info? call: 863-2054

LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business lislings

NaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

32 Bridge Street,
2nd Floor
Shelburne Falls

413-625-9850
ndolefierocker.com closed Mondays

The Montague
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Published weekly on Thursday.
(Every other week in July and August.
Wednesday paper fourth week of
November. No paper last week of
December.)

PHONE (413) 863-8666
reporter@montaguema.net
Postmaster: Send address changes
to
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Tumers Falls, MA 01376

Advertising and copy deadline is
Tuesday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable for
errors in advertisements, but will print
without charge that part of the adver-
tisement in which an error occurred.
The publishers reserve the right to
refuse advertising for any reason and
to alter copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper. such as
they are.
Local Subscription Rates:

$20 for 1;‘2 Year

Promageddon - Return of the Misfits

WENDELL - For those who want to
go out in style, this year’s Misfit
Ball, dubbed Promageddon 2012 in
honor of the Mayan Calendar, will
take place at the Wendell town hall
on June 9th, from 7:00 pm. till the
END! Proceeds benefit the Friends
of the Wendell Meetinghouse.

Promageddon will star Dedicated
to Delilah, Wendell’s Creative Curvy
Ginger G G. and Llama Lasagne.

Prom raffle tickets are on sale at
the Wendell Country Store and will
be drawn on prom night.

Prizes include a one year sub-
scription to the Montague Reporter.,
an original drawing by Bob Ellis, a
copy of Audacious Aging by Joe
Laur, a cord of wood from Jake

Doody, drum lessons from Karen
Copeland, a healing session from
Shelley Hines, acupressure from
Karen Traub, math tutoring from
Melinda Godfrey. an adult piano les-
son with Alyssa Terrien-Queen, an
amazing Lou’s Upcycles bag, maple
syrup from Lawra Facey, ice cream
for four at the Wagon Wheel, a love-
ly child’s gardening tool set from
Melinda Godfrey, gift certificates
from the Wendell Counfry Store,
Deja Brew., Hope and Olive,
Greenfields Farmers Coop, World
Eye Bookstore and Fosters Market,
and a free DVD or Blue Ray of
Donna and Alia go Scrapping along
with an autographed poster from
Doug Dawson, and more.

WENDELL FREE LIBRARY
Pop Up Art Workshop

A free workshop in paper art will
be held on Saturday, May 19th from
10:00 am. to 12:30 p.m. at the
Wendell Free Library.

Learn how to make pop-up cre-
ations that can be used in greeting
cards, books or 3-D art pieces.

Luc Bodin will teach the tech-
nique of creating pop-ups from a
single piece of paper using single or
multiple slits. Once you have the

basic technique, you can make sim-
ple or complex designs and overlay
them with additional single sheet
pop-ups. Bring scissors, a cutting
mat and craft knife if you have
them. Paper is provided.

This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Wendell Free Library.

Stop by the library to see the
pop-up art work currently on dis-
play.

THE HEALTHY GEEZER:

Sometimes Laughter
is the Best Medicine

BY FRED CICETTI
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Is there any
truth to the old saying, ‘Laughter
is the best medicine?’

Lots of truth. Laughter makes
you feel good and is beneficial in
many ways. We come into this
world knowing how to laugh.
Infants begin smiling in their first
weeks and laugh out loud within
months of being born. We must
have this ability for a reason.

Laughter has been shown to
prevent heart disease. reduce
stress, elevate immunity, ease
anxiety, alleviate pain, relax mus-
cles. elevate mood, develop emo-
tional resilience, and strengthen
relationships.

A study found that humor
reduces agitation in people with
dementia. 399 nursing home resi-
dents with dementia or other age-
related problems were visited
weekly by an Elder Clown.
Participants in the study had a
20% decrease in overall agitation.
This benefit lasted for at least 14
weeks after the program ended.
Laughter:

* Relaxes the body: A major guf-

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
faw relieves physical tension and
stress, leaving muscles relaxed
for up to 45 minutes.

* Decreases stress hormones and
increases immune cells and infec-
tion-fighting antibodies that
improve resistance to disease.

* Triggers release of endorphins.
chemicals that promote a sense of
well-being and relieve pain.

» Improves blood vessel function
and increases blood flow. which
helps protect against heart attacks
and other cardiovascular prob-
lems.

Humor strengthens our rela-
tionships by ecreating emotional
connection and buffers against
disagreements. And humor is a
powerful way to heal hurt feel-
ings.

Send  your  questions fo
Jfred@healthygeezer.com.
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Jaylice at the second annual Touch a Truck Day last Saturday, May 12th, at the
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Erving Elementary School, where many bappy youngsters were able to fouch a truck!

WENDELL FREE LIBRARY
Sei Fi Movie Series Presents ‘Outland’

On Saturday May 19th at 7:30
p m. there will be a free screening
of Qutiand at Wendell Library.

Marshal W.T. O’Niel (Sean
Connery) is assigned to a mining
colony on Io, one of Jupiter’s
moons. When the marshal investi-
gates the mysterious deaths of
miners on the colony, he discovers
the use of a lethal drug that allows
the miners to work continuously

WENDELL COA FILM SERIES
Winter’s Bone

Winter’s Bone will be shown for
free on Sunday, May 20th at 7:00
p.m. at the Wendell Library.

Winters Bone is set in the con-
temporary backlands of the Missouri
Ozarks. Jennifer Lawrence plays a
17-year old girl taking care of her
two younger siblings and a barely
sane mother. Her meth-cooking
father has skipped bail, and the sher-
iff will take the house if he can’t be
found.

Winter s Bone focuses on a socie-
ty that has been left behind. It looks
like Walker Evans’ photographs of
the rural Depression, brought for-
ward to today.” -Roger Ebert,
Chicago Sun Times

Happy 18th Birthday
Katie Parzych!

SENIOR CENTER AGTIVITIES — May 21st - 29th

GILL-MONTAGUE Senior
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Monday through Friday from
9:00 am. to 2:00 pm. Congregate
meals are served Tuesday through
Thursday at noon. Meal reservations
must be made one day in advance by
11:00 a.m. Kerry Togneri is the meal
site manager. Council on Aging
director is Roberta Potter. All fitness
classes are supported by a grant from
the Executive Office of Elder
Affairs. Voluntary donations are
accepted. For information, meal
reservations, or to sign up for pro-
grams, call 413-863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine if the cen-
ter is not open.

Monday, May 21st

Senior Center CLOSED

Tuesday, May 22nd

9:00 a m. Walking Group

10:30 a m. Chair Yoga

1:00 p.m. Knitting Circle
Wednesday, May 23rd

10:00 a m. Aerobics

12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday, May 24th

9:00 a m. Tai Chi

1:00 p.m Pitch

Friday, May 25th

10:00 a m. Aerobics
10:45 a m. Chair Exercise
11:30 a m. Pizza Party
1:00 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Ervingside, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 am. to
2:30 pm. for activities and congre-
gate meals. For Center and program
information, call Polly Kiely, Senior
Center Director, at 413-423-3649.
Lunch is daily at 11:30 am., with
reservations required 24 howrs in
advance. Call Mealsite Manager
Rebecca Meuse at 413-423-3308, for
meal information and reservations.
Transportation can be provided for
meals, shopping. or medical necessi-
ty. Please call the Senior Center to
confirm activities, schedule a ride
and to find out when the next blood
pressure clinic will be held.
Walking Club

The Erving Seniors are forming a
walking club that will meet at least
twice a week, weather permitting, to
walk together. Call Polly for more
information.

Monday, May 21st

9:00 am Tai Chi

Tuesday, May 22nd

8:45 a m Chair Aerobics
12:30 p m Pamnting
‘Wednesday, May 23rd

8:45 a m Line Dancing/Zumba
12:00 p m Bingo

Thursday, May 24th

8:45 a m. Aerobics

10:00 a m.Posture Perfect
12:30 p m. Open Studio
Friday, May 25th

9:00 a m. Bowling

11:30 a m. Lunch — Grinders

LEVERETT Senior Activities

» Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a m. at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first class free).
» Senior Lunch — Fridays, 12:00 p m.
Call 413-367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

For information, contact the Leverett
COA at 413-548-1022, ext. 5, or at
coa(@leverett.ma.us.

WENDELL Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, 978-544-6760, for hours and
upcoming programs. Call the Center
for a ride.

for days at a time until they
become “burned out” and expire.
Now O’Niel must watch his back,
as those who seek to protect their
income begin targeting him. The
plot has certain similarities with
the western, High Noon.

For more information about the
Wendell Free Library wvisit
www.wendellfreelibrary.org or
call 978-544-3559.

Please shop locally
Support

Montague Reporter
advertisers

EXGRAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks
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84 Years of Combined Experience
DEMERS
LANDSGAPING
413-863-3652

Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week

Take Slsen

Jimmy Vaughn
Grade 7
Hattie Harvey

Caitlyn Poirier

on Avenue A for over 10 years
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If we don't carry your favorite brand,
we'll order it for you!
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COMPILED BY DON CLEGG -
Join the Greenfield Garden Club
on Saturday, May 26th, from 8:00
am. to 1:00 p.m. for the 17th
annual extravaganza plant sale at
Trap Plain on the corner of Federal
and Silver Streets in Greenfield.
The sale will feature a wide vari-
ety of plants at reasonable prices
along with a garden related tag
sale and drawing.All proceeds go
back into the community in the
form of local projects.

Greenfield Savings Bank is
holding their monthly bingo on
Saturday, May 19th, from 10:00 to
11:30 am. at 282 Avenue A in
Turners Falls with guest caller
Becky Caplice, GSB bank presi-
dent.

An adult bear visited the
neighborhood on the corner of
Center Street and Federal Street in
Montague Center last Saturday
evening, May 12th. The black bear
arrived at sunset, out of the water-
shed. crossed a creek and drive-
way over to the woods on the edge
of some private property and
appeared very hungry.

The members of Harmony
Masonic Lodge in Montague
City, on Masonic Avenue, are
hosting a Child Safety Day on
Saturday, June 2nd. starting at
10:00 a.m.

The event will feature bicycle

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRAT ION

and fire safety events conducted
by local police and fire depart-
ments along with a three bicycle
giveaway.

Children that complete the bike
safety course will be eligible for a
drawing of bikes and helmets. For
more information, contact David
Kuklewicz at 413-326-8760.

The Montague Parks and
Recreation would like to remind
residents of the town requirement
to clean up after your dogs and
cats, especially in the town parks
and sidewalks. Exposure to animal
feces is not healthy for humans or
other pets.

The town of Montague health
department has a pooper scooper
regulation for dog and cat owners
that fines violators $25.00 for the
first, er... offense, $50.00 for the
second. and $100 for the third and
each subsequent violation (with a
potential fine of up to $1.000). So,
come on people. scoop that poop!

The Great Falls Discovery
Center (GFDC). on 2 Avenue A,
in Turners Falls is now open 7
days a week from 10:00 am. to
4:00 p.m. Starting on Friday, June
1st, the GFDC will be open for the
first time on Friday and Saturday
evenings until 8:00 p m. through
the summer.

Send local briefs to: reporter-
local@montaguema.net.

Factory Hollow Bridge
Past Due for Repairs
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
GILL - As shown i this photo,
beams and braces under the Falls
River Bridge, on Route 2 in Factory

Hollow. are rusted completely away
in places. The drain, seen at the top
of the photo, sheds surface water
laced with corrosive road chemicals
onto steel beams and braces, deteri-
oratmg them along with concrete
\ TR abutments and
N structures.

3 Essentially.
"l'_ the entire
¥ 4 bridge, except
y for the center
piers, which
need rein-
forcement, is
slated for
demolition
and replace-
ment. Not a
moment too
soon.

PARZYCH PHOTO

New Library Software System
to be Installed Memorial Day Weekend

MONTAGUE - Many local libraries
will be making a major software
change over Memorial Day weekend
as the C/W MARS library network
plans to install new software for all
member libraries. Local C/'W MARS
libraries include the public libraries
in Montague. From May 26th to May
29th, some library services may be
limited or unavailable.

The new “integrated library sys-
tem” is called Evergreen and will
change how library staff check out
materials, process inter-library hold
requests, and generally conduct
business at the circulation desk. It
will also change the online catalog,
how patrons search for items, place
holds. and check their library card
record.

Once the new system is online,
there are a few current options that
will not carry over to the new sys-
tem. For library patrons, this will
include:

* Their Current PIN/Password:
Patrons will be able to login to their

online catalog account using their
last name in upper case as a pass-
word. They will then be required to
create a new password during that
first login.

* Reading Historv and Current
Wish Lists: For the current Reading
History and Wish Lists, patrons have
the ability to export lists or print from
a computer. There is a button to
choose “Export List” at the top of the
list. Choices are limited, but the Brief
Display (Author, Title, Published
fields) is recommended. These can
be sent to an email address as a text
file or displayed on the computer for
printing.

The last time the C/W MARS net-
work changed their integrated library
systemn was the fall of 1999. The
Evergreen system has many new fea-
tures such as easily searching all net-
work libraries in Central and Western
Mass., and the ability to share read-
ing lists and recommendations with
others. For more information please
contact your local library.

Montague Doy Owners have until May 31st to Register Dogs

BY DEB BOURBEAU - The
deadline to register dogs in
Montague is May 31st. Thereafter,
a fine of $20 will be added to the
registration fee. On June Ist, the
chief of police will receive a list of
delinquent dog owners for enforce-
ment.

Dogs are licensed at the town
clerk’s office. A license for a
neutered or spayed dog is $5, and a
license for an unaltered dog is $10.

The clerk’s office requires proof
of rabies vaccination and also
requires proof of spaying or neuter-

Medicine Mammals

BY LORIL MOONDREAM
WENDELL - Medicine Mammals,
a non-profit wildlife rehab facility
m Wendell, will hold its annual
spring clean-up and work party on
Saturday, May 19th. Work hours
start at 11 a.m. and continue until
5:00 p.m.. followed by a fire circle,
with guitars and song. There will be
jobs for everyone, followed by lots
of fun. So come one, come all to
101 Morse Village Road in
Wendell. Bring shovels, rakes and
hammers and anything you think
could help.

We have lots of storm damage to
clean up, so please come help us get
our facility back in shape.

ing unless already previously pro-
vided.

The town clerk’s office is open
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and on
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Town hall is closed on
Fridays. For more info: contact the
office at 863-3200, ext. 203 or at
townclerk@montague-ma.gov.

Turners Falls Fishway
Open for the Season

BY BETH PELTON - Spring on
the Connecticut River offers an
unrivaled opportunity to witness
the migration of shad, sea lamprey
and other anadromous fish. These
fish migrate from the ocean and
head upriver to spawn in the rivers
of their birth.

A visit to the Turners Falls
Fishway provides an opportunity
to learn about these amazing fish
and their journeys. Admission is
free.

The Turners Falls Fishway will
be open from Saturday, May 12th
through Sunday, June 17th. The
facility is open Wednesday
through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5
p m. The fishway is located on 1st
Street, off Avenue A, in Turners
Falls. For info please wvisit
www. firstlightpower.com/north-
field or call: (800) 859-2960.

EXCAVATING
Fencing - Patios - Walks
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Stump Grinding &
Septic Systems Installed
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Ron Kelley

[ Eagle Automotive Welcomes Back )

-J. R. Kelley -

Computer Diagnostics is J. R.’s Strong Point.
Customer Satisfaction in Automotive Repair
is our Top Priority
Your Home Town Team - Eagle Automeotive
147 2]“1 Street. Turners Falls
413-824-8422

J.R. Kelley

Renaissance Excavating, Inc.

Septlc & Dramage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam

Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 4413.353.4:4-52
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Low Financing Available
« clothing ° used hikes

4131 -9543
« tank bags 3 Bfgl?n ?gnwid
* accessories email: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM
« gift certificates WWWAJCYCLE.COM

SINCE 1870
LICENSED, INSURED
INTERICR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES
FOWER WASHING

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT
240 GREENFIELD ROAD » MONTAGUE, MA D1351
FPHONE 8 FAX: 413-367-8856 +RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMFPANY COM

Malanchz COIDMCIO 5

Brian Sadlowski
Sales Representative

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.

san Tahoe Equinox  Traverse Vans

54 Main Streel
P.O. Box 729
Greenfield, MA 01302

Bus, Phone (413) 773-3678
Fax (413) 774-5746

Open Thurs. - Sun.
noon - 6 pm

RIVER
ARTS

at the Montague Mill
(413) 367-2885

SAWMILL

A Fine Art & Craft Gallery

strect, Montague
3 56701 55 4
lrtPol:tcry .com

106 West Street
Hadley, MA. 01035

SALES » SERVICE » INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

Devine Overhead Doors
Gerry Devine

Hampshire: 586-3161

Franklin: 773-9497

IN GOOD COMPANY

SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP

FOR ELDERS AND OTHERS

)

4

-

SITA LANG 413-834:7569
Hospice TRAINED, CPR CERTIFIED

Specializing in:

Greenfield, MA 01301

Resume Rescue Shop Inc.

Resume Writing, Cover Letters,
Reference Sheets, Thank you/Follow-up
Letters, and Individualized Job Search

Jennifer Kostanski Davenport, CPRW
Certified Professional Resume Writer

413-773-8534 & 413-824-8730
www.resumerescueshop.com

Ph: (413) 863-2785
Fax: (413) 863-0120

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner

‘“".ur’cusaom

AREPAIRS

MA Reg. #852180

39 Center Road
Gill, MA 01354

Montague

BOOI(MILL

Open Daily 10 - 6

413-367-9206

www.montaguebookmill.com

413-863-3143

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

| 888-763-3143

www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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Containing Health Car
Costs in Massachusetts

BY GOV. DEVAL PATRICK
BOSTON — (excerpts from a speech
to the Greater Boston Chamber of
Commerce, Tuesday, May 15th)

“We have a lot to be proud of
when it comes to health care reform.

“We started with the belief that
health is a public good and that
everyone deserves access to afford-
able. quality care. That, for us. is a
basic value. an expression of the
kind of Commonwealth we want to
live in, meaningful enough to moti-
vate a broad coalition of legislators,
and business leaders and labor lead-
ers and patient advocates and poli-
cymakers in 2006 to reform the way
we access health care.

“And that reform is working. I
just want to review some of the
facts:

“Almost everyone has access to
health insurance; 98.2 percent of our
total population is insured; 99.8 per-
cent of children. No other state in
America can touch that. While the
national trend between 2006 to 2010
was going in the other direction, we
increased the number of people
insured in Massachusetts by more

PHOTO: ERIC HAYNES

“Health care reform is working in
Massachusetts. It’s especially im-
portant to acknowledge that truth
since we see a lot of misrepresenta-
tion about this on the national polit-
ical scene these days.

“Our approach favors the pur-
chase of insurance through the pri-
vate market with public subsidies
for those unable to pay. But health
care and health insurance remain
costly, not just in overall terms but
when compared to everything else.
Nationally, spending on health care
increased 6.5 percent annually in the
last ten years, while real incomes
fell in the period by more than seven
percent. In Massachusetts, per capi-
ta health care spending has grown
almost three times as fast as median
family income in that time. This
problem predates and is unrelated to
health care reform. And it is unsus-
tainable.

“It’s also umnecessary. Experts
estimate that as much as 20 to 30
percent of current health care spend-
ing is wasted on overtreatment,
avoidable hospital readmissions,
preventable errors, unnecessary

Guovernor Deval Patrick addressing the Boston Chamber of Commerce

than 400,000 people.

“Over 90 percent of our residents
have a primary care physician. and
four out of five have seen their
physician in the last 12 months.

“More businesses offer health
insurance to their employees today
than before our reforms took effect,
some 78 percent of Massachusetts
businesses as compared to the
national average of about 69 per-
cent.

“We are  healthier, too.
Preventive care is up: more people
are receiving cancer screenings.
moere women are getting pre-natal
care, Vvisits to emergency rooms
have decreased. One hundred and
fifty thousand people stopped smok-
ing once we expanded coverage for
smoking cessation programs.
Women, minorities and low-income
people have experienced the biggest
health improvements.

“Expanding coverage added just
over one percent to net state spend-
ing — meaning that the expansion of
coverage has not busted the budget.

administration, and things like that.
All in, spending on health care is
$67 billion every year here in
Massachusetts: so. that means you
and I spend somewhere between
$13 and $20 billion that we do not
have to every single year. The
unhealthy choices we make in our
own lives also add to cost. And we
all pay for it — with or without a
system of universal access.

“We are certainly bending the
cost curve here in the
Commonwealth. Small businesses
and working families have saved
over $600 million since 2010 as
average increases in health insur-
ance rates have dropped from about
16 percent on average to less than
one percent today. Providers and
insurers have reopened contracts
and reduced preset increases, cutting
millions out of future cost growth.

“Of the 32 newly created so-
called Pioneer ACO’s in the United
States — organizations pioneering
cost-saving partnerships with the
federal government — five of them

r--—-—-------------—------—
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Bank of America Gone Astray

BY CHUCK COLLINS &
SCOTT KLINGER
WASHINGTON, DC - The father
of Bank of America wouldn’t recog-
nize it today. The ‘built-to-last’ insti-
tution he founded has turned into a
‘built-to-loot” operation obsessed
with short-term gains.

Amadeo P. Giannini built Bank of
America into the first nationwide
financial institution. The Italian
American’s success hinged on his
determination to challenge the notion
that banks should benefit society’s
wealthiest members.

As the son of immigrants who had
settled in California, Giannini knew
that many Americans of modest
means could greatly benefit from
access to the banking system. In
1904, he opened the doors of the
Bank of Italy in San Francisco and
welcomed customers others would
not serve. He sold mortgages to
aspiring homeowners with no prior
credit. His business thrived.

Two years later, after an earth-
quake shattered most of San
Francisco’s infrastructure, Giannini
made loans — often on little more
than a handshake — to people who
were eager to rebuild their broken
community.

While helping others improve
their lot and their communities, he
built a booming, solid business.

In 1928, Giannini bought Bank of
America. By 1945, it was the largest
bank in the United States, with cus-
tomers throughout the country.

The demands of new business
spurred Bank of America to inno-
vate. It created the nation’s first auto-
matic check processing system,
which enabled working families of
modest means to open checking
accounts. Years later, it offered cus-
tomers the first bank-based credit

are here in the Commonwealth. One
other state has more, and that’s six in
California.

“State government is modeling
the move toward more efficient
models of care. As a result, the
Connector has reduced premiums in
the past two years by ten percent.
Nearly a third of employees insured
through the Group Insurance
Commission opted for limited net-
work plans, saving themselves and
the state more than $30 million.
Through these and other moves we
shaved nearly a billion dollars off of
the projected growth in health care
costs in the curent fiscal year. We

U.S. Casualties
in Afghanistan
as of 5/16/12
Wounded:

Deaths:

card, BankAmericard. For the first
time, the middle class could enjoy
the convenience of credit cards, pre-
viously only available to the wealthy.

By the 1980s, Bank of America’s
built-to-last business model had
given way to a built-to-loot system.
The now giant bank recklessly
pushed loans to developing nations,
in a bid to reap large profits as extrac-
tive industries entered to produce oil,
metals, and food for export. Many of
the loans went bad. leaving the
world’s poorest citizens poorer still
and Bank of America facing a finan-
cial crisis.

After many years of retrenching,
it eventually began to gobble up
other banks around the country.
‘When the financial crisis erupted in
2008, Bank of America absorbed one
of the nation’s largest and most reck-
less subprime lenders, Countrywide
Financial. Soon, with bad loans rock-
eting, taxpayers had to bail out Bank
of America to the tune of $45 billion.

Amadeo P. Giannini must be
rolling in his grave. The new Bank of
America has become a modern-day
version of the 19th-century banks
that only served the wealthiest cus-
tomers, a model he wisely transcend-
ed. If he were alive today, Giannini
might even have participated in the
protests that marked the bank’s
recent annual shareholder meeting.

Over the last three years, Bank of
America has extracted more than $28
billion of service fees from its cus-
tomers. The bank notes in its recent
annual report that its service fees fell
$1.3 billion in 2011, largely because
the Federal Reserve has placed limits
on exorbitant fees for bounced
checks.

It has foreclosed on the homes of
hundreds of thousands of working
American families. It sits on more

are projected to shave another $700
million off next year’s growth as
well.

“T am a capitalist. But I am not a
market-fundamentalist. I don’t be-
lieve the market always gets every-
thing just right, at just the right time.
And the health care industry is most
certainly not a perfectly rational
market. So, the question is not
whether there is a role for govern-
ment. The question is what is the
proper role for government. Just as
the public and private sectors came
together to solve the challenge of
health care access. we are going to
find a solution together to containing
health care costs.

“As we work together [with the
House and Senate] over the next few
weeks, there are a few core princi-
ples that I expect to see reflected in a

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

Montague Reporter

58 4th St Turners, 01376
reporter@montaguema.net

than $120 billion in cash, and yet up
until it recently agreed to the terms of
a court settlement, refused to refi-
nance the mortgages of those who
have faithfully paid their bills every
month only to find themselves owing
more than their homes are now
worth. Rather than making money
available to those who want to
rebuild our economy, Bank of
America has parked more than $18
billion overseas, much of it in one of
the 115 subsidiaries it operates in tax
haven countries.

Unlike its founder, who had little
interest in amassing personal wealth
and often worked without a salary,
those who have followed at Bank of
America’s helm have lined their own
pockets. Bank of America CEO
Brian Moynihan pocketed more than
$8 million in compensation last year.
Moynihan’s predecessor, Ken Lewis,
took home even more in the two
years before the 2008 economic
earthquake unleashed a tidal wave of
foreclosures.

Shifting our businesses back to
“built-to-last’ mode will require new
rules that promote fair lending, con-
sumer protections, and a smaller gap
between CEO compensation and
workers” paychecks. If we want to
live in a ‘built-to-last” society, we’ll
need to rein in the unchecked power
of ‘built-to-loot” corporations.

Chuck Collins is a senior scholar
and Scott Klinger is an associate fel-
low at the Washington-based
Institute for Policy Studies.

Collins, a former resident of
Montague, is the author of the new
book: 99 to 1. How Wealth
Inequality is Wrecking the World and

‘What We Can Do about It.
Distributed via  OtherWords
{OtherWords.org)

final bill. They are: a cost contain-
ment goal, flexibility in how to
achieve it, accountability for failing
to do so. and sensible tort reform.

“First, the goal. The House and
the Senate bills set goals for total
health care expenditures as a propor-
tion of Gross State Product. Tying
the goal to the overall growth of the
state’s economy makes sense to me,
since all we’re trying to do is make
sure health care costs don’t outgrow
everything else. In business, they
shouldn’t crowd out the ability to
add more people to the payroll or to
invest in innovation. In govern-
ment, they shouldn’t crowd out
investments in education and public
safety and job creation.

“What goal is reasonable is a fair
subject for debate. When you hear
that per capita spending has grown
three times as fast as median income
and that 20 percent or more of cur-
rent medical spending may be
unnecessary, that suggests to me that
an industry as dynamic and innova-
tive as our health care industry
should be able to find a way both to
reduce costs and pass those savings
on to you. In other words, an ambi-
tious goal ought to be realistic.

see HEALTH page 5

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION
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Cogswell, for Change

A vote for Lesley McCord
Cogswell is not just a vote for
change. It is a vote for an extreme-
ly concerned parent and educator.

Lesley is a believer in public
education who has been through
the Montague school system. That
education has served her well.
She wants her children as well as
all children in the district to have
the best quality of education avail-
able. She is an intelligent voice of
reason that will serve the school
committee and citizens of
Montague, young and old, with
her clear thinking and her voice of
reason.

Please place a write in vote for
Lesley Cogswell, 21 Norman
Circle, for a three year Montague
seat on May 21st.

—Barbara Bodenstein
past chair
Gill Montague School Committee

Singleton Does
his Homework

I am writing to support the
reelection of Jeff Singleton for
three reasons.

Firstly, his experience with
budgets and finance surpasses most
of his colleagues.

Secondly, he has demonstrated
his ability to think outside the state

Singleton: to Improve
Schools, Community

A vote for Jeff Singleton for the
Gill-Montague Regional School
Committee is a vote to rid the com-
mittee of its past dysfunction. This
dysfunction dates back to the school
committee voting to close the
Montague Center School; a school
that had outstanding test scores in
combination with a curriculum that
integrated learning standards with
math and science info the perform-
ing arts.

The model of this now defunct
school is currently being used at
many area charter schools.

In addition, Jeff was a history
teacher at Boston College for 20
years. History is an important sub-
ject in regard to human develop-
ment. It can direct people to not
repeat old mistakes and solve prob-
lems for future generations. Jeff
Singleton understands the big pic-
ture in educational funding in
regards to money trickling down to
small, maral communities in western
Massachusetts, and will work for the
betterment of the community.

— Jan Atamian
Lake Pleasant

box.

Lastly, I cannot trust our district
to a write in candidate who, by def-
inition, basically couldn’t file her
papers on time. So for those of us
who think, it’s really a no brainer.

—Kathy Lynch
Montague

Singleton an Asset to the Gill-Montague District

The upcoming election for the
Gill-Montague school committee
members is an important one. The
district needs members who are pro-
fessionally experienced, who under-
stand district and town finances, who
are familiar with the dynamics of
state and local funding streams, who
have demonstrated a capacity to
develop and pursue broad education
policies in our district, and who are
committed to work hard and consis-
tently at these issues. Of equal
importance, this district needs new,
imaginative, and knowledgeable
approaches to education at the ele-
mentary level - approaches that can
work with and reach beyond the dic-
tates of state administrative bodies.

We believe that of all the candi-
dates for the school committee, Jeff
Singleton most completely meets
these district needs. He was the ini-
tial inspiration for the compact and
financial plan that ended years of
budget battles between the district
and the towns. He has worked con-
sistently with us and the district
superintendents to help implement
the plan adopted by all the parties to
the compact, which so far has pro-
duced three years of budget peace
and fiscal sustainability.

As a long time member of the
Montague finance committee, Jeff
has a detailed understanding of town
finances and their relationship to dis-
trict funding. From his work on the

technical panel, he has developed a
close understanding of the state’s
Chapter 70 formula, how it affects
the funding for our district, and why
we are not receiving increases in
Chapter 70 funding. Based on that
knowledge he has ideas on what can
be done to achieve the annual incre-
ments needed to make the financial
plan work. In addition to all this
financial knowledge and leadership,
Jeff has this year produced a full
scale, long-term education plan for
consideration by the school commit-
tee.

Finally, throughout his time on the
school committee, Jeff has stood
loudly against any idea that this dis-
trict cannot or should not grow from
its past and develop a new future of
academic and social excellence in
which the interests of students truly
come first. In the long run, this may
be the most important element of his
agenda.

From working with Jeff on the
technical panel for almost three
years, and as a colleague on the
Montague finance committee, we are
confident that Jeff is the school com-
mittee candidate who brings serious
and hardworking experience and
knowledge to the table. He is an
asset to the district and should be re-
elected.

—Tupper Brown, Gill
—Mike Naughton, Montague

Declining Enrollment at Issue in
Monday’s G-M School Committee Election

I am writing as a former Gill-
Montague school committee mem-
ber who resigned out of frustration
this year, in part because of the view
that interest in increasing enrollment
is somehow in conflict with the
Accelerated Improvement Plan.

A committee that embraces
enrollment issues is a committee not
only devoted to tuming the district
around, removing itself from Level 4
but also a district with confidence
that it has something more to offer
the children of Montague and Gill.
That it is willing to become an inno-
vative and forward thinking district.
As a member of the school commu-
nity council I am still highly invested
in the district, particularly in the high
school, and one of my priorities
remains enrollment.

Although the school offers a sur-
prising number of advanced place-
ment classes for such a small school,
I am concerned that declining enroll-

ment may impact not only these
upper level classes but the capacity
for the school to offer a diversity of
classes. How to fulfill the course
requirements for college applications
within the current block scheduling
and with the limited number of
course offerings is a constant strug-
gle for students. The graduating class
this year is about 53 seniors. This is a
particularly small class, but still,
back in 2003, over 100 graduated.
T’ve always said that TFHS is one
of the best kept secrets: offering
small classes almost like a private
school, but the flip side is that the
sialler we get the more difficult it
will come fo maintain courses,
teams. and bands. We are losing our
young talent in this town to other dis-
tricts. So I would ask voters to con-
sider this in deciding which box to
mark in next week’s election.
— Emily Monosson
Montague

The Singleton Question

Every now and then a local elec-
tion has serious consequence. For
the towns of Montague and Gill and
the Gill-Montague Regional School
District this is one of those cross-
roads where a single individual may
dramatically affect the future of
education in our towns.

Jeff Singleton’s voice joined the
education policy conversation at a
crisis moment. His leadership and
knowledge of education and of
school financing was a critical asset
to the towns and the school com-
mittee. The crisis in education con-
tinues, but one aspect of the crisis
has abated. For two years in a row
the budget wars at town meeting
have cooled. Two school budgets in
a row have passed with guarded but

overwhelming support, devoid of
the acrimony that had become the
sad focus of the education debate.
Singleton was pivotal in that turn-
around.

The schools problems are not yet
cured. Our Level 4 status persists,
but the school system is no longer
in full crisis. I believe Singleton’s
views and contributions have been
critical in moving Gill-Montague
ahead. Others may differ, but I for
one cannot believe that losing his
voice and vision will not jeopardize
the progress so dearly earned.

Support the progress toward a
strong and effective educational
system. Re-elect Jeff Singleton.

—David Jensen
Lake Pleasant

Statement of Solidarity from W. Mass Affinity
Groups of SAGE Alliance to the Pilgrim Coalition

On May 10th, the caucus of
Western Massachusetts  affinity
groups of the SAGE Alliance issued
a Statement of Solidarity (reprinted
below) with the people working to
close the Pilgrim nuclear power
plant in Plymouth, MA. Several
members carried the statement to an
action on the Sagamore Bridge on
Sunday, May 13th.

It should be noted the current
evacuation plan in the event of a
disaster at the Pilgrim nuclear
power plant is to close the bridges to
Cape Cod, to prevent anyone on the
Cape from leaving and interfering
with the evacuation of the mainland.
If you have any questions about the
work going on to close Vermont
Yankee and Pilgrim, contact me on
my cell at 978-846-9348 or at
tracy.sharon@gmail.com.

The W. Mass caucus of affinity
groups of the SAGE Alliance sends
this message of support to the
Pilgrim Coalition, and other local
groups and individuals living in the
shadow of the Pilgrim nuke.

Like you, we live in the evacua-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WEEK

tion zone of a 40-year-old, Mark I,
Entergy-owned reactor — VT
Yankee — that should have been shut
down years ago. That should have
never been built.

Though the evacuation zones of
our twin nuclear reactors would
interlap, depending on the wind and
weather, and on any given day we
could find ourselves seeking refuge
in each others” homes, our common
bond is stronger than our fear of
meltdowns.

We join with you in solidarity,
east and west, to shut down these
deadly reactors before the sirens
wail.

‘We are together with you in the
struggle. Politically, bioregionally —
we are already one community.

Together we will shut these
Entergy reactors down, to protect
the health and safety of our homes
and families and usher in a safe and
Green future for our children, free
from the threat of Fukushima in
New England. No Nukes!

— Sharon Tracy
Athol

Backing Cogswell

When 1 learned that Lesley
(McCord) Cogswell had decided to
run as a write in candidate for the
GMRSD School Committee I was
thrilled! Everything I know about
Leslie makes me believe she will be
a wonderful addition to the commit-
tee, if given the opportunity to serve.

Lesley’s family has lived in
Tumers Falls for decades, making
her a life-long resident of the town of
Montague. Over the last 30 years I
have had the pleasure of watching
Lesley flourish during her 12 years
as a student in the school system and
then go to college, becoming an
accomplished educator herself.
Lesley’s intelligence, motivation,
integrity, loyalty and responsibility
make her a perfect candidate for the
three-year position she hopes to fill.

In addition to Lesley’s character
strengths, she has nine years experi-
ence in the classroom as a teacher,
holds a master’s degree in education,
has served as a town meeting mem-
ber, is presently a school community
council member and is on the TFHS
alumni association board. Lesley is
passionate about education and cares
deeply about her hometown, the
place where she and her husband
decided to raise and educate their
two sons.

There is a great deal of work to be
done due to administrative changes,
budget concerns and a “Level 47
label. and Lesley is ready for the
demanding yet rewarding experi-
ence. She hopes she can help to
shape the future of the district for the
children, teachers, and taxpayers of
the town of Montague.

To insure her election, please affix
a label for or write in Lesley
Cogswell, 21 Norman Circle,
Turners Falls. Your vote really can
make a difference.

—Michele Hazlett
Greenfield

All Souls Unitarian
Universalist Church

1oth Annual Anti-Racism Film
Festival
Saturday, May 19th 130 - 930 pm.
Corner of Hope and Main Streets,
Greenfield FREE
1:30 p.m. - The Other Side. Directed by Chris Walker
Poor Mexicans attempt aossing the border to US, often
at the expense of their families, traditional autture and
2:15 p.m. - Welcome to Shelbyville. Directed by Kim A
Sryder. Change comes to this Southem town as whites,
their beliefs, histories and evohing ways of fe.
Marian Kelneg Disaussion Leader
4:00 p.m. - lost in Detention. Frontine. This powerful
documentary is about the breakup of immigrant ves
for minor legal offenses. Tory Demicotte, discussion
Leader
5200 - &30 p.m. -Local Fare Supper: Siding scale, $4.$10
&30 pm. Moozfum. Directed by Qasim “Q" Basic
Bigory in the wake of g/11 attadks as seen through the
complexity of one familys lfe in Dearbom, ML
Mamadou Sar, Discussion Leader
For more info: 413 773 5018

(12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

SINCE 1986

|
|
{ || HEATING-COOLING-PLUMBING

www.countryeil.com

Now Delivering Propane

J‘QI.*MW;#M i

540 Northfield Rd., Bernardston

Prepaid & Budget
Programs Availahle|
CALL for Details
won
" RirConditioning
services
Instailation

1-800-327-9992
413-648-9912

Leaf Busters

Gutter Cleaning and Repairs,
Spring Cleaning, Power Washing,
Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs

Call for a FREE Estimate

Justin Hanecak
413-512-1553

Hartnett Plumbing

4 Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning,

“We give you a place to go”

Colrain

Serving all of Franklin County

Remodeling, Repairs

184 Jacksonville Road
413-624-0044

Mass. License #13175

Snow plowing, tool!

oLOW FRAU & BOW o

CLEAN-OUTS AND HAULING
“Putting Your Used Goods to Good Use”

413-834-PLOW (7569)

Sita Lang

HK

Sharon Cottrell
Property Manager

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A

PO Box 48
Tuorners Falls, MA
413-863-9433

professionally managed by:

HallKeen Management, Inc.
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

NEEDFUL THINGS

SELLING QUALITY
USED FURNITURE _
AND COLLECTIBLES I

Open Monday-Saturday « 413-774-7430
199 Deerfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield

@YY ENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

Phone/413-863-3780

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague

Mike Fuller, Owner

&

=

4 OLD SOUTH STREET
DOWNTOWN
NORTHAMPTON, MA

413 —- 584 — 9868

2 LOCATIONS * USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS
OPEN DAILY * RAVENUSEDBOOKS.COM

5 BANK Row (RT 5&10)
GREENFIELD, MA
413 - 772 — 1968

uU-HAU

TELE: (413) 772-8862

CARSENSE
AUTOMOTIVE

Your Automotive Answer

408 DEERFIELD STREET « GREENFIELD
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BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH
TURNERS FALLS -

Equi’s.

The very name on the sign on the
candy shop on Avenue A in Turners
Falls brings fond memoirs to mind.

Begun by John Equi and later
run by Ed McCray and his wife
Margie, who inherited it from her
parents, the shop was a busy place.
The McCrays made candy in big
copper kettles in the back room at
the rear of the ice cream parlor.
Delicious peanut brittle, taffy,
candy of hardened molasses foam,
candy canes and all manner of
chocolates were just a few of the
handmade delights they conjured in
that workshop in the back room.

Up front, the shop also offered
commercial penny candy and bulk
candy by the pound. Tobacco, ciga-
rettes and cigars, as well as newspa-
pers were on sale. A steady stream
of customers plied the store for
Sunday papers after church servic-
es. Equi’s was a busy place.

The shop had a soda fountain for
the ice cream parlor, a popular des-
tination after a movie date at the
Shea Theatre. The “Ice Cream
Chairs” had backs and legs of twist-
ed steel with an appropriate heart
shape in the center of the back.
Round tables with twisted steel legs
matched the chairs.

The ice cream parlor also had
booths for more intimate seating. A
half dozen paddle fans hung from
the ceiling. A motor, high on a shelf
in one corner, powered a clothesline
belt linked to pulleys on the fans
whispering languidly as young
lovers enjoyed ice cream sodas,
also whispering sweet nothings in
the intimate seclusion of the booths.

The McCrays sold the chairs and

tables, discontin-
ued the soda foun-
tain and ice cream
part of the business |
to concentrate on
the candy business.
When Massa-
chusetts estab-
lished the lottery,
the shop engaged
in the easier and
more lucrative lot-
tery ticket sales to
accommodate the
gullible public with
dreams of hitting it
big and telling their o
boss to take their |
job and shove it. >

The McCrays
lived in the white
house on 4th Street
behind the store,
also inherited from
the original owner, =
John Equi, accord-
ing to information [&=
supplied by librari- == -
an Susan SanSoucie. The McCrays
later moved to a new house on “the
Hill” in Turners. Ed McCray
worked for the state in the traffic
division during the day and at the
store evenings.

When he retired from his job
with the state, the McCrays sold
the shop to James and Kathleen
Parent. The Parents resumed candy
making, but Jimmy died and Kathy
married Donald Brown. The
Browns ran the shop while living
in Gill, for a while, before selling
the shop to Walter Williams and
retiring to Cape Cod.

This week, the sign on the door
says Closed. the candy counters
are cleaned out, and rumors swirl

gui's Candy Store ‘on Hold' for Now
©

like the patterns on the multi-col-
ored candy canes school children
used to peer at with their noses
pressed against the cool display
panes. Perhaps a restaurant may
soon be established in the old store
front.

But Williams insists the candy
store is not closed for good.

“It’s on hold right now,” said
Williams, “looking for a new loca-
tion, to be determined.”

“T don’t want to kill the dream,”
he added.

Generations of children who
eagerly begged pennies from their
parents for a piece of toffee or a
square of fudge nod their heads in
silent agreement.

Nashville Singer/Songwriter
Laurie McCIlain in Benefit for the Solar Rollers.

at the Deja Brew Pub (directions: dejabrewpub.com)
57A Lockes Village Road, Wendell

—
=

song.”

Sunday, May 20th ¢ 8:00 p.m.

| “Laurie’s voice has a raw, gen-
8| uine classic folk resonance
that pulls you into every

| The Solar Rollers are an anti-nuclear
bicycling group formed in summer 1978
to ride to the demonstration at the
Seabrook Nuke. On the way to Rocky
Flats, Colorado, they met Laurie
that year in Lincoln, Nebraska.., and
the rest is history.
The Solar Rollers are touring Vermont
for three weeks this spring, starting May
25th, in an outreach campaign to close
Vermont Yankee. Get on a bike and
join them!
For more info about the tour, call David
at 413-863-8666.

— Singer Magazine

( Serving Home Grown )

Farm-inspired Food & Drink

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /

TO BUY OR SELL

413-863-9472
1-800-258-1815

Scarl Aceents

JustIn Time For

&BAKER=~

Mother’'s Day

Office Supply

, Greenfield 774-2345

COHN &
COMPANY

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

HEALTH from page 4
unnecessary, that suggests to me that
an industry as dynamic and innova-
tive as our health care industry
should be able to find a way both to
reduce costs and pass those savings
on to you. In other words. an ambi-
tious goal ought to be realistic.

“I look forward to working with
the Legislature and all of you on a
final goal. I think the industry can
do better than GSP. I certainly
could not imagine accepting GSP
plus anything, for three reasons: the
industry has already shown us they
can do better than that; they have
shown they can do so without jeop-
ardizing the quality of care; and any
goal that foresees increases above
GSP just postpones the day when
health care is all we can afford to
buy.

“Whatever the goal, the health
care industry will need flexibility
and may need new tools in order to
meet it. The consensus among
health practitioners is that transition-
ing to integrated care will improve
the quality of care and also be more
cost effective. The industry is mov-
ing in that direction and we have and
will continue to help support these
moves. But mandating global pay-
ments or any other specific means is
unnecessarily limiting. The bill I
filed required all state agencies to
move away from fee-for-service
(basically as a way to assure we are
using the state’s buying power to
move the market and modeling the
change that works), but we left room
for fee-for-service in the private mar-
ket so long as costs were controlled.
I do think it is important to allow that
kind of flexibility. It’s lowering pre-
miums and maintaining quality we
care about, not necessarily the details
of every method of care delivery.

“Thirdly. it is critical that the
industry be accountable for reaching
the goal. Government has a role in
that, obviously working with health
care experts and allowing sufficient
latitude and time to get there. I'm
not interested in government inter-
vention for the sake of government
intervention. I am interested in
completing the vision of health care
in Massachusetts: accessible, high
quality and affordable care for
everyone. That is the public’s inter-
est, and government’s job is fo serve
the public interest.

“The fourth principle for the final
bill is sensible tort reform. Everyone
is in agreement that we need it in
this bill.

“So that’s what I am looking for:
a realistic goal, assured flexibility in
how best to achieve it, a means to
hold the industry accountable for
meeting it, and a mechanism to
reform medical malpractice. We
can accomplish that within the
framework of the various proposals
pending before the legislature today.

“The health care industry is
important to Massachusetts, to me.
It is a source of jobs and economic
development, a source of healing
and miracles, and a source of enor-
mous civic pride for all of us. It
stretches across all sorts of different
disci-

try. The goal of the initiative to con-
tain costs is to help bring balance
and efficiency so that we can
improve our economic competitive-
ness for everyone, not harm it. I
have no doubt that the solutions to
these challenges will come largely
from the imnovative, creative and
caring women and men who work in
the industry. I am proud of the
strong partnership we have built and
I am certain we will reach a good
legislative conclusion together in the
next few weeks.

“We have challenged each other
to make a big change. That’s what
we do in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. I know we can
accomplish this. My confidence
comes from the undeniable fact that,
working together with many of you
in this room, we have addressed
problem after tough problem that
had been talked about and yet left
unresolved for decades.

“From shutting down the
Turmpike Authority, collapsing six
different state agencies into one and
saving a quarter billion dollars in
transportation; to lifting the charter
school cap and raising teacher and
student performance; to eliminating
the abuses and saving $5 billion in
the public pension system; to
strengthening the municipal health
care system and the ethics laws; to
fixing the criminal records system so
that a minor record doesn’t serve as a
life sentence; to putting civilian flag-
gers at construction sites, we have
imagined a better Commonwealth,
and then together we have reached
for it. Time after time we have
moved beyond stale and tired slo-
gans, false choices and political
expediency to meet our responsibili-
ty to leave the Commonwealth bet-
ter for those who come behind us.
We have more work to do but let’s
recognize how far we have come —
and take some confidence from the
fact that, as it turns out. our biggest
challenges are not beyond our

capacity to care about and to =
D

solve.”
LAMORE LUMBEBER
ROST & EEAN BUILINES

Sheds *
Additions

Barns * Garages
- Screen Porches - Kits
Bark Mulch
25 Year Guarantee
We Custom Build on Your Property

www.post-beam.com
Email: Lamore@post-beam.com

Phone (413) 773-8388

Fax: (413) 773-3188

724 Greenfield Road, Rte 5 & 10
Deerfield, MA 01342
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BY PATRICIA PRUITT - Of all
the stories crowded around the M.N.
Spear Library, the most amazing
may be the one that took place in the
voting booths at the Shutesbury
town hall on January 10th, the day
the residents of town got together to
cast their votes on a plan to put up a
brand new library building.
Shutesbury’s board of library
trustees had proposed a new 5000-
square foot building, with sustain-
able energy features, at a cost of
$3.5 million. Shutesbury was one of
eight libraries chosen by the
Massachusetts Board of Library

SHUTESBURY FAILS TO BREAK THE

need an angel to step forward.”

- Mary Anne Antonellis 1

=1 3
i
L)
!

Shutesbury Librarian Mary Anne Antonellis at the 900-square foot -.S'pear Memorial Library

Commissioners last year for new
library funding, out of 29 applicants
statewide. The funding offered by
the state is considerable and would
amount fo 60% of the project’s total
cost.

The town was asked to put up
$1.4 million for the new building in
a debt exclusion vote that would
have added $75 to the average prop-
erty tax bill for the next 20 years.

But when the citizens of
Shutesbury got together for a final
vote on the new library in January,
the ballots totaled up to an amazing,
and for library proponents heart-

breaking, 522 — 522 tie.

A ruling earlier this month by
Franklin Superior Court Judge Mary
Lou Rup tossed out two pro-library
votes, sending the plan down fo
defeat. Even if the original tally had
been affirmed in court, funding for
the new library would have failed
by virtue of the tie. But the uncanny
symmetry of the balloting has elicit-
ed support from many unlikely
sources, and proponents are not
quite ready to abandon all hope fore
the new building.

About a half mile down Leverett
Road, the town of Shutesbury pur-

chased 20 acres of land, including
four acres set aside for the new
library. The town still has until the
Board of Library Commissioners’
June 30th deadline to confirm the
local funding match, either by rais-
ing more money or scaling down the
project, to take advantage of the
state funding.

Otherwise, it could take another
decade for Shutesbury to reach the
top of the MBLC waiting list again
for new library funding.

Who could have imagined the
town would be so divided on the
issue that the vote would result in a
literal tie?

As librarian Mary Anne
Antonellis put it, “These are chal-
lenging economic times.” She felt,
perhaps, that proponents could have
mounted a more effective townwide
campaign to communicate the need
for the new library before the vote.
Perhaps some of the arguments for
the new library “sounded elitist” to
some residents, she said.

On the other hand, the M.N.
Spear Memorial Library is 110
years old and stands 900 feet square
in its single story, with no running
water. The square footage is equal to
approximately six square inches of
inside library space for each of
Shutesbury’s 1800 residents, if the
building were empty of books and
full of townfolks.

(An inside view of the Spear
Library can be seen on Youtube
under the title, “Where would you
be without vyour library?”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUQ1v
dJTQWn0)

Viewing it offers a chance to see
a most charming group of people —
young and otherwise — appealing
through musical accompaniment for
help in building a new, more accom-
modating library. Forty-four thou-
sand people have viewed it so far.

Late last week, Antonellis moved
rolling shelving units up against the
built-in stacks to create room for
more than one person to sit down
and talk. I sat at the single public use
computer table. The library was not
officially open, so no library patrons

needed to use the computer during
our talk.

In the present building, there is
little or no room for handicapped, or
wheelchair bound people; there are
no programs for middle and high
school students. or summer or
school vacation programs.
Shutesbury has 400 students under
18: they have no place to meet in
town. Antonellis hoped the new
library would be able to address this
need.

She cited the new Wendell Free
Library as doing a great job of draw-
ing teens and middle school stu-
dents into the library, providing a
gathering place to create communi-
ty among their peer group.

So, though the odds are long, the
library building committee plans to
keep fundraising. Antonellis said so
far $238.000 has been raised
through private donations, with
about $85,000 left to go to realize a
full dollar for dollar match on a
pledge of $150,000.

But even if that pledge total is
matched entirely, the trustees will
still need to raise about half a mil-
lion more before June 30th in order
to bring a somewhat reduced project
in on schedule, before the MBLC
gives the grant funds to one of the
other 17 libraries on the waiting list.

“The clock is running, and it’s
really running fast.” said Antonellis.
“We need an angel to step forward.”

Meanwhile. the plight of the
Spear Memorial Library has been
recounted in the Huffington Post,
the Boston Globe, the Oprah
Winfrey Show, two National Public
Radio programs. and by actors and
writers including Margaret Atwood.

Donations have come in from 18
different countries and from 45 dif-
ferent states.

The librarians at the Strafford
Public Library in Strafford, Ontario
donated $125 from their dress down
days in April.

Indeed, the Spear Library has
gathered many supporters from
around the world, but it fell just a
few votes short where it counted the
most. In Shutesbury.

HOW THE LITTLE FREE
LIBRARY GOT TO AVENUE A

BY PATRICIA PRUITT
TURNERS FALLS - There’s a new
library on Avenue A and it’s a gift to
Montague.

One day an email came to Jeri
Moran’s inbox from a firiend in
Maine who sent her the link to little-
freelibrary.org, and Moran, being
curious about all things librarial
clicked on the link.

The Little Free Library was
begun by a Wisconsin man who
wanted to make a neighborhood
memorial for his mother who had
loved libraries. So he built a small
one in his neighborhood for people
to borrow and donate books for oth-
ers to read. The idea has caught on
and there are now about 800 Little
Free Libraries around the world.

Moran, a
Montague
Center resi-
dent who
- works at the
. Greenfield
Community
{ College
\ library, liked
what she read
and decided to
make one. Her
second deci-
sion was to
place it on
Avenue A, so
| it could be
[© used by people

i town neigh-
w borhood. Her

enthusiasm meter rose high and
higher just thinking about a little
library for any and all to use, where
one could donate books, a place for
small friendly gatherings to happen,
perhaps.

Moran knows herself very well,
and knew enthusiasm so high could
fall just as rapidly if she did not get
started on making the Little Free
Library right away. However, doing
so involved carpentry, and following
a building plan available online from
the Little Free Library website.

Moran quickly realized carpentry
was not among her areas of expert-
ise, and knew she needed help.
Fortunately her fiiend Frank “with-
out whom I could not have done it”
Citino was willing and able to follow
the plans and cut the pieces of the
building exactly as required.

Moran, who is a bit of a painter,
painted each piece with three or four
coats of paint, then took them back
to Citino to assemble into the Little
Free Library building. This building
phase took about a month.

The Montague selectboard
approved the project location on
Avenue A in a planter in front of
Nina’s Nook. Nina Rossi has been
very eager to help the little project,
feeling an affinity for small unique
spaces, and Rossi has been a friend-
ly guardian during her business
hours. Moran herself has supplied

the books for first stocking of the
library shelves. The ones that disap-
peared the quickest were, as she
expected. the children’s picture
books, The Hunger Games, and
Twilight, a vampire book. There is
room for about 20-25 paperbacks.
The upper shelf holds magazines
such as “Skateboard” and “Rolling
Stone.”

Moran’s neighbors and friends, as
well as GCC faculty and staff, gave
her books for the free library. As
Moran sees it, the Little Free Library
will be interesting as long as what
people find inside it is interesting. To
that end she has a note so borrowers
and donors of books can make sug-

gestions or requests.

The final finish will be a plaque
mounted on the side of the free
library noting its builder and original
librarian.

PLANT SWAP!

WENDELL - The Wendell Plant
Swap will be held Sunday. May
20th at 10:30 a.m. on the common
near the gazebo. Bring your extra
perennials or annuals. If you don't
have plants to swap, maybe you can
work another barter or get a plant
for free. Good times, good connec-
tions, and always an interesting col-
lection of plants (and people).

Residents of Gill and Montague
— Vote Monday, May 215t -

Jeff Singleton

for a 3-year seat on the Gill-Montague Regional School Committee
o Sustainable Budgets
o Expanded Enrollment

e Ending Level 4

e Advocacy for Chapter 70 Reform
e An Independent Voice

Jeff is a Town Meeting Member, former chair of the Montague

Finance Committee and member of the Technical Panel that
created the long term fiscal plan for the GMRSD.

Paid for by the Committee to Re-elect Jeff Smgleton @ Signed by Mike Naughton S Lyman Street Millers Falls

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $12.00 PER WEEK.
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4{3-8563-9736 « Gerijohnso

Don't settle for less

The CRS is my badge of expentise and your s.‘u_z-l'd of
assurance. Put your trast in the best to get the job done.
(Whether buying, selling or referring, always choose

| GERI JOHNSON, CRS 30 yerne of ovpesienne.

‘RS, GRI, SRES

Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)
Only 4% of all REALTORS hotd this prestigious designation,

T 66 French King Hwy., Gill
(413) B63-9736 » WWW.GJAR.COM

www.thegilltavern.com

326 Main Road, Gill, MA

found + made

A g

Hours: Wed 11-5, Thurs-Sat 11-7, Sun 11-4

The G§ill Tavern

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal

Now serving Sunday Brunch! |0am-2pm

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PMm
413-863-9006

(12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666

S

Your LOCAL Solar Energy Experts

S CREENFIELDS 2
OLARSTOR
4137723122

Aclvice, 7 esig

www.SolarStor

Solar Store of Greenfield - 2
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o & /ndlaltolion

fGreenfield.com

ske Avenue - Greenfield, Mass

Your Local

STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

STIHL

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)
Montague
Weekdays: 8 a,m. — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m, — 1 p.m.
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Bid Accepted to Rebuild Cooleyville Bridge

BY JOSH HEINEMANN -
The full Wendell highway
commission - Harry
Williston, Robert Clough, and
Mike Gifford - met the
Wendell selectboard at its
May 9th meeting along with
Jeff Collingwood, represent-
ing Stantec Engineering, and
several members of Virgilio
Construction Company, of
Westfield, to encourage the
selectboard to accept the low
bid of $195,937 for recon-
struction of the Cooleyville
Road bridge.

The board followed their
advice and accepted the bid.
The second lowest bid was
$209,253.10. This money
will take most, if not all of
Wendell’s Chapter 90 funds
for this year. In 2011, after
several delays pushed the start
date late into fall. the project
was dropped for the year to
avoid difficulties of working
through the winter.
Following Hurricane Irene,
the state insisted on a larger
opening for the water, and
that change raised the estimat-
ed cost of construction from
about $50.000 to the higher
figure.

Librarian Rose Heidkamp
opened the meeting with
Wendell’s computer and net-
working expert, Robbie
Heller, and Doug Norton
from Access Plus, the compa-
ny that has supplied the anten-
nas and hardware to allow the
library and police station
higher speed internet access.
Norton explained that the
internet signal currently trav-
els from Springfield to Mount
Grace to the Wendell police
station and library using line
of sight technology. He talked

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG
Vandalism; Assault with Weapon

Monday, 5/7
11:46 am. Breaking and

entering reported on
Pleasant Strect. Report

matic

5:25 p.m. Report of auto-

gun  fire
Northfield Road. Made

contact with same. Was

of the possibilities to extend
the range of that wireless
service with repeaters. The
board gave permission for the
box containing Access Plus’s
electronics to be moved out-
side of the library to allow the
company to have access dur-
ing hours the library is closed.

Representing the energy
committee, Betsy Ames met
the selectboard and told them
the energy committee intends
to apply for a USDA grant for
promoting local food security.
though probably not this year.
Selectboard member Jeoffrey
Pooser asked what exactly the
grant money would be used
for, and Ames said it would
promote farmers markets and
more regional food distribu-
tion, including a web
exchange of growers’ and
consumers’ needs and offer-
ings. Ames rented the town
hall for Sunday, May 20th, for
a joint meeting of the energy
committee and the transition
town group focused on local
food security. There will be a
break in that meeting for
dessert, with a performance
by the Wendell chorus.

Town coordinator Nancy
Aldrich announced a board of
health regulation to prohibit
smoking in public places,
beginning June 1st, 2012.
Selectboard member Dan
Keller questioned how the
rule would apply to outside
areas such as the town com-
mon. There was no answer.

Aldrich also relayed a writ-
ten request from neighbors of
the Locke Hill radio tower,
which once carried a
microwave relay station but
has been unused for several
years. The neighbors asked

OWIEL,

Satuzday, 5/12

Lantern Café.

taken.

on

Item returned to proper

8 am. Vandalism at Red
Report

9:30 am. Report of ani-

for the tower to be removed.
David Lenart, a consultant
specializing in dams, met the
selectboard along with Fiske
Pond advisory committee
member Don Chapelle, citizen
Melinda Godfrey. and finance
commnittee member Jim
Slavas, to provide an update
on the status of the Fiske Pond
dam. The Department of
Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) considers the dam to
be ‘low hazard,” the group
said. Therefore, the state is not
likely to take action on the
dam soon, but the dam itself is
in poor condition. The retain-
ing wall that supports the earth
structure is about a foot out of
plumb, leaning downstream,
and its movement has opened
three sinkholes in the soil.
Lenart provided a diagram
of his plan to save the dam by
using reinforcing boulders and
rocks on the downstream side
to support the dam. The
stones would extend over the
wall and up to the level part of
the earth dam, so if water
comes over the dam it will
flow over stones and not erode
the soil. The cost for Lenart’s
consulting work and for Geoff
Richardson. local excavator,
to build the stone reinforce-
ment will amount to $10,000.
Beyond that repair, Lenart
recommended lowering the
pond depth by one foot and
lining the spillway with stones
to keep it from eroding.
Pooser asked about the fea-
sibility of installing a low
head electric generator in the
dam., but Lenart said the cost
of an appropriate turbine
would be prohibitive, with a
payback time of about a cen-
tury.

4:30 p.m. Welfare check at
Qld State Road residence.
Subject was fine. Advised

concerned parent.

Sunday, 5/13

7:15 a.m. Assisted
Montague Po].ice with

taken.

10:05 pm. Report of
noise disturbance at Pratt
Street residence. Spoke
with subjects involved and
agreed to quiet down.
Tuesdey, 5/8

2:50 p-m. Report of dis-
abled motor vehicle in the
middle of the travel lane
on Route 2 at Mountain
Road. Gone upon arrival.
Wednesday, 5/9

3 p.m. Lock out of motor
vehicle. Caller I‘l.ung up
before giving her location.
No call back number.

S pam. Trash oomp].aint at
River Road residence.
5:15 pm. Past breaking
and entering reported at
Pratt Street . Report taken.

licensed.

6:30 pm. Report of
breaking and entering and
Larceny into a motor vehi-
cle on River Road.

7:38 p.m. Officer request-
ing assistance in Orange at
Mechanic Street. Several
people fighting. On scene

to assist.

Thussday, 5/10

10:I10 a.m. Motor vehicle
crash on Route 2 at
Prospect Street. Assisted
state Polioe with same.
3:50 pm. Landlord/ten-
ant dispute at North
Street. Report taken.
Friday, 5/11

7:11 pm. Located possi-
ble stolen itern. Was found

to be misundersl:anding,

mal cruelty at Pratt Street
residence. Cat found to be
fine.

2 pm. Arrest of
™
assault with a gErous
weapon, intimidation of a
witness, reckless operation
of a motor vehicle, brealk-
g and entering into a
velﬁ.de, and attempt to

commit a crime.

Angerous weapon, mtimi-
dation of a witness, reck-
less operation of a motor
vehicle, brea]d.ng and
entering into a vehicle, and
attempt to commut a

crime.

domestic disturbance on
East Main Street in
Millers Falls.

7:20 p-m. Call received
regarding  retrieval of
property in Erving. Spoke
with same and resident
will make arrangements.
9:10 pm. One-car crash
on Gulf Road in
Northfield. Report taken.
Monday, 5/14

3:46 am. Call of suspi-
cious black trudk on Pratt
Street. Was found to be
paper delivery.

Tuesday, 5/15

3:17 am. Abandonded
911 call at Prospect Street.
Possible problem with
Phone line due to rain.
Checked same

Gill Police Chief Contract Settled

BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Selectboard member John
Ward said Wednesday that
the Gill selectboard had
reached agreement and
signed a new three year con-
tract with Gill police chief
David Hastings on Tuesday.

All the terms of the con-
tract remain the same, except
for a clause that stipulates the
chief’s severance pay in the
event his employment is ter-
minated for any reason other
than just cause before the
duration of the contract
expires.

In the previous contract,
Chief Hastings would have
received severance pay equal
to the remaining term of his
contract.

In the new contract,
Hastings would receive sev-
erance pay equal to 12
months pay. which under

Gill Cbzgr of Poi)re Dauvid Hmz‘mg.f

Massachusetts law, “is identi-
cal to the protection he would
be afforded if he had no con-
tract at all,” Ward said.

Chief Hastings. who is at
the top step of his pay grade,
will continue to receive
$29.42 an hour for 52.5 hours
a year, or $61,782, with the
possibility of receiving a cost
of living increase whenever

town employees get a COLA.
This year, the recommenda-
tion from the personnel com-
mittee is for town employees
to receive a 3.3% raise.

The contract, which
becomes effective July 1st,
also stipulates that if the chief
resigns, he must give the
town 90 days notice, instead
of the previous 30 days.

NOTES FROM THE ERVING ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Erving Approves All 40 Warrant Articles

BY KATIE NOLAN - The
Erving annual town meeting
proceeded in a business-like
manner, passing 40 warrant
articles in a 2%-hour meeting
on May 9th.

The only significant
debate occurred over the
Erving Elementary School’s
FY’13 budget of $2.411.531.
a 13% increase over FY'12.
The school’s budget was ulti-
mately accepted, despite the
finance comumittee’s recom-
mendation to hold the school
budget to a 5% increase.

Discussing the elementary
school budget, finance com-
mittee member Daniel
Hammock contrasted the per
pupil expenditure at Erving
Elementary. which the
finance committee calculated
at between $14,600 and
$19.000, with much lower
per pupil expenditures in
Orange, Petersham. and
Florida (approximately
$10.000 to $12.000, accord-
ing to Hammock). “We’re
getting a reasonable educa-
tion, we’re just paying more
for it,” Hammock said.

School committee chair
Jarod Boissonneault told the
meeting that the proposed
increase in the budget was
needed to fund a speech and
language therapist. occupa-
tional therapist, and special
education teachers to meet
needs that have been present
at the school for a long time.

Asked about what had
changed at Erving
Elementary to require a 13%
budget increase over last
year, school committee mem-
ber Scott Bastarache said,

“The need was there last year
and the year before, but this
year we put our foot down
and put in money for the
extra personnel.”

Jeffrey Dubay told the
meeting, “We’re very lucky;
we have a low tax rate. All
other town government
expenditures are expenses.
The money for the school is
not an expense, but an invest-
ment, and it’s an investment
that pays back a thousand
times.”

Union 28 superintendent
Joan Wickman said the
Erving and Orange elemen-
tary schools cost comparison
was not useful, saying
Orange elementary schools
are rated at Level 3 (needs
immprovement) and have not
made “adequate yearly
progress” according to state
standards in a number of
years. She said the computers
at the Orange elementary
schools are more than ten
years old, the buildings are in
disrepair, and the textbooks
are out of date.

The finance committee
amendment decreasing the
Erving Elementary budget
failed by a vote of 23 for
holding the increase to 5%
and 50 against. The higher
budget amount proposed by
the school committee was
then approved by majority
voice vote.

With little discussion, the
meeting voted unanimously
for a FY’13 municipal budg-
et of $3.250.646, separated
mto line items for general
government, protection of
persons and property, health

and sanitation, highways and
cemeteries, human and veter-
an’s services, libraries, parks
and recreation, and insurance
and payroll expenses. An
additional $95.731 was
approved for salary and com-
pensation for elected town
officials.

Without discussion. the
meeting voted unanimously
to approve $1,018,932 for
secondary education of
Erving students. Franklin
County Technical School
committee member Robert
Bitzer introduced the Tech
School cost of $297.076,
which passed unanimously.

The meeting voted unani-
mously to amend the town
zoning bylaws for floodplain
districts. Planning board
chair William Morris told the
meeting the current bylaw is
out of compliance with
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) guidelines. Mortis
explained, in order for
townspeople to get FEMA-
subsidized flood insurance
and disaster assistance, the
bylaws must be updated.

The town meeting voted
unanimously to fund the
town’s wastewater opera-
tions, using $179.806 from
town of Montague receipts,
$120.000 from the waste-
water enterprise fund, and
$377.172 from taxes.

Voters agreed fo put
$737,767 into the stabiliza-
tion fund at the end of the
meeting, bringing the total of
that fund up to around $6
million.

see ERVING page 9
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PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU
oWNSULrF G

25 Millers Falls Road E

Turners Falls, MA 01376

(413) B63-4331
WWW.pZinc.com

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

55 French King Highway, Erving

413-423-3047

Company Parties,
Birthday Parties,
All kinds of Parties!
The Bowling Center —
where FUN happens.

www.bowling4fun.com

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER

PoLrisH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE
Open 10:30AM-3:00 PM Daily - Closed Sundays

Boston Globe States:
Best Polish Food this
side of Krakow!

24 French KingHwy @ TF Bridge
863-9991

Slte Work

Bulldozer and Backhoe
Work

Driveways
Land Clearing
Septic Systems

Residential and Commercial

[ & D Builders
413-648-0110

Ui
MUK LES

————

NYNB PICKLES

Naturally Fermented & Raw

Awvailable by the jar at
Old Depot Gardens

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA

in Montagie!

www.realpickles.com

Negus & Taylor, Inc.
Monuments e,

line memariahs stnce 7593

People often come to see us i{% s

because their parents We enorape ==

and their grandparents did. g’ ey %
MeNIories

We're proud to have

that kind of layalty, ' t/}'ﬂf !ﬁ?.j'f _ﬁi]’ erer I
and we wark hard to keep it.

- Gory and Nancy Melen wnmga = ms,z

“The perfect remembrance’ SR

LS

TREE SERVICE

Licensed and Insured

Christopher J. Morin, owner

7 Kimberly Lane
EXCELLENCE IN
413-522-6119

Turners Falls
TREE CARE

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS
01376
413-863-3133

PEAGUAL IR, LIS G E5ITeS, (CRHER'S COM?

i"r}'
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Robert J. Sagor,
D.V.M.

18 French King Highway
Greenfield

Office Hours by Appointment

(413) 774-9919

Veterinary
Clinic
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from COGSWELL page 1
Speaking of her commitment to the
school district, she said. “I guess
it’s in my blood.”

One reason she is mmning for
school committee, Cogswell said, is
because she is very concerned
about the turnover in administra-
tion. “I'm a very positive person,
fair, try to see all sides, and give
people the benefit of the doubt
before I form an opinion.”

Cogswell would like to have an
impact on the choice of the new
superintendent, and to serve on the
search committee. With deep roots
in the community herself, she
would like to see a local person in
the top position, someone who is
invested in the towns and would
remain at the helm of the district for
a good period of time.

“T feel it takes a village.” she
said, expressing pride in the people
of the community who are so gift-

ed, and artistic. “We need to a
B

stick together.”
from SINGLETON page 1
getting the district out of Level 4
(needs improvement) status. He
supports innovation and problem
solving, elements included in the
AIP, but stressed that problem
solving needs to be done without
finger pointing or laying blame.
One major issue Singleton
would focus on if re-elected is
declining enrollment in the school
district. Singleton said district
enrollment loss is approaching
30% over the course of the past
decade. One consequence of this
enrollment decline is reduced
state aid. which is tied in part to
enrollment. Therefore, Singleton
said, lower enrollment means less
options for the students, as the dis-
trict doesn’t have the funds to sup-
port a wide variety of programs. If
re-elected, he hopes to bring the
school committee’s attention to
this subject in the near future.
Singleton. a town meeting
member, served two terms on the
Montague finance committee. He

has a son in Turners Falls High

School and is a big support-
D

er of after school sports pro-
grarms.

from LYONS page 1

ous commitment to our communi-
ty and public education.” The
mother of children aged 9, 8. and
2. Lyons said she plans to serve, if
elected., with her children’s best
interest at heart.

“My nine- and eight-year olds
started off at Hillcrest and now
attend Montague Elementary.
Every single teacher my boys
have had, beginning in preschool,
have been excellent and extremely
dedicated. Over the past few
years, I have seen the teachers
struggle with trying to stay posi-
tive and focused. I believe part of
this is due to the extreme change
of administration. Three superin-
tendants in four years is too much
for the district to handle. We need
some stability.”

Lyons pledged to work with
other members of the school com-
mittee to bring stability to the dis-
trict schools. “We need to keep
our administrators and teachers. I
am hoping to bring some positive
energy to the school committee in
hopes we can work effectively
together and get things done. I
want to move our district out of a
Level 4 status, and will work very
hard with others on the committee
to get this done.”

She added, “T feel we spend too
much time talking about what is
wrong with our district instead of
focusing on the positive things the
GMRSD has to offer. This is one
of the reasons so many people
choice out to other districts. I
want to make GMRSD a place
where parents want to send
their children to school, and | s
are proud to do it.” Hu‘

from KELLEY page 1

Gill-Montague  district and
expressed his disappointment that

she has decided to leave. He
believes the school committee
needs to get training in rules of
order to which they would all agree
to adhere, so meetings could be run
in a productive manner, where
members could focus on the educa-
tional needs of the students
in the district. Ns
el

from CLARK page 1

that motivates her to run. Clark is
trained in special education and
works as co-chair of SPEDPAC . a
parent advisory group.

Clark lists the upcoming super-
intendent search. moving the dis-
trict forward through the
Accelerated Improvement Plan,
and keeping the public informed
about district developments as a
way to raise support and interest
in the school district. She empha-
sized her readiness to follow the
open meeting law and other rules
and protocols governing the
school committee. Clark said her
only cause is the education of all
district students. She intends to
stay open minded about issues that
come before the committee, and

hopes to work as part of a team.

son is proud of his school. She

believes everyone would

schools in their community. Wg
Jennifer Waldron

Street in Gill, is running unopposed

for a second three-year term on the

Clark added that her third grade
like to feel proud of the

Jennifer Waldron, of Walnut
Gill-Montague school committee.

Town Elections

Town and school district elections
take place on Monday, May 21st.
Voters in Gill and Montague may
vote for school committee candi-
dates from both towns. Polls are
open in Montague from 7 a.m. to 7
pm. Polls are open in Gill from
noon to § p.m.

JOSH HEINEMANN PHOTO

Marquette Moneite, 21 ma?xz‘b.r old, ﬁ'om Northfield,
at Saturday’s Touch a Truck’ event at the Erving Elementary School

from FOOD CITY page 1
gies get to market, they’'re getting
close to voting age.

Each step. whether from farmer
to wholesaler or distribution ware-
house to individual stores, increases
the cost for storage, handling and
trucking, and bumns fossil fuels,
adding to the cost to your pocket-
book and to the environment.

Buying locally means vegetables
go direct from farm to store. Buying
locally means a better price and
fresher food for the consumer. It
also helps keep local farmers in
business.

Food City is a customer friendly
place. Clerks know many regular
customers by name, and a smile
makes the store the more special.
Food City makes generous contri-
butions to the Gill-Montague senior
center, and recently donated
refreshments for the reading of As
You Write It, a book written by
local seniors.

Food City clerks strive to stock
groceries in the same place as much
as possible, so customers are not
frustrated by being unable to find
what they came in to buy. Specials
are_prominently displayed at the

point of entry. Bakery workers dis-
play baked goods in cases and on
tables. For older folks, or people
living alone, a half or even quarter
section of pie is conveniently pack-
aged. and there’s always something
different on display to tempt the
palate on the bakery tables or at the
deli counter, where lines form at
lunch time.

The meat department takes eld-
erly and single people into consid-
eration. Meat cutters may package a
couple of chicken legs, for instance,
in addition to family size packages
for folks with a mob to feed.

With the bridge construction
seeming to leave Turners Falls resi-
dents isolated, Food City is an
important source of access for
shoppers as well as construction
workers who are able to pick up hot
food at the deli counter at reason-
able prices.

Steiner is making every effort to
make Food City attractive to his
customers. “We have a lot to offer,”
he said.

“Every day is a bargain day at

Food City,” could well
become the store’s new
motto. |

ERVING from page 8

The selectboard dedicated the
annual town report to Gary Burnett,
who thanked the selectboard and
recommended that residents “get
involved in any aspect of govern-
ment or volunteer work™ for the
town.

The selectboard cited Burnett’s
50 years of service as a firefighter,
his work in fixing up Veteran's
field and Zilinski Field in the
1970s and 80s, his service on the
Erving school committee (1972-
1975) and the personnel relations
review board (1991-2005). He
currently serves on the Usher
Plant re-use committee.

Leo Parent announced that the
town’s Boston Post gold-headed
ebony cane was presented earlier

in the day to the town’s eldest res-
ident, Arlene Clark, who is 97
years old.

Among other actions, the annu-
al town meeting voted:

+ $200,000 for purchase of a
2012 or 2013 International 7400
six-yard stainless steel dump truck
with plow and inline sander for the
highway department.

* $100,000 for highway work
on Moore Street, Lester Street,
and Pratt Street.

» $60,000 for accounting soft-
ware, components, accessories
and software support at town hall.
$25.000 for maintaining town
buildings.

* To approve up to $25,000 for
purchase of a 2012 or 2013 Ford
F-150 truck for the wastewater

department.

+ To pay off the U.S.
Department of Agriculture loan
for the town’s water tank., using
$59.863 from the water enterprise
fund and a long of $120.000 from
the stabilization fund. The loan
from the stabilization fund to be
repaid over 10 years at a 2.5%
interest rate.

* To accept the state’s provi-
sions for Other Post-Employment
Benefits (OPEB) Trust Fund and
establish a fund to pay for future
retiree benefits.

* To fund the OPEB Trust Fund
with a transfer of $118,715.23
from the special stabilization fund
of employee benefits and
$237.430.41 from the special sta-
bilization fund of retiree insur-

ance, and $230,000 from free
cash.

* $12,000 to the special stabi-
lization fund for EES computers.

+ $10,000 for repairing and
replacing existing streetlights.

* $7.220 for computers and
software for the police depart-
ment.

* $6,500 for turnout gear for the
fire department.

* $6.500 for large diameter
hoses and accessories for the fire
department.

» $5.000 for uniform email
services and related software for
town offices and departments.

» $5,000 for the Maple Avenue
landfill’s closure.

+ $4,300 for purchasing space
in the Around Town newsletter.

* $2.500 for computers, hard-
ware, software, and components
for the library.

* $2.500 for computers and
accessories for the selectboard
office.

= 2,000 for supporting the town
hall computer server.

¢ $2.000 for maintaining the
town’s website.

* $2,000 for valuation of the
Northfield Mountain Pumped
Storage Project.

* To authorize a revolving fund
for the Council on Aging to receive
funds from rental fees for use of the
new senior and community center
by outside groups and also to spend
that money on maintenance and

repair of the new senior and
community center Wa
| N
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DiggityDog Designs & Sewing

Home & Outdoor Projects
cushlons/slipcovers/repalrs/custom purses & bags

SALES *

‘Greenfield lmported Car Sales

rly LaBelle & Leitner
SERVICE * PARTS

WHERE Economy IS KING

AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS
Toyota, Honda, Subaru, Hyundai

9)

Matthew Edwards
Certified Arborist
Tree Climbing Specialist + Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding * Practicing Fine Arboriculture
Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 FL. Aerial Lift « Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. «Insurance and Liabilit::'.p

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM ',

Donna Peterson
413.367.9617
donnapeterson@hotmall .com

413-774-55117
&« 335 High Street, Greenfield
greenfieldimportedcars.com (sales)
AP GICP.com (parts: 774-2819}‘—'\

Wendell, MA ':"'
Serving Hampshire And Franklin Cour:h(,s Wi *’ ks ]

413-325-7823 Or 978-544-74EE

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GAI, SRES, CBR

Office: (413) 498-0207 x2
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413 863-2186
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsonl@comcast.net

75 Main Street; Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01360

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County’s Most Convenient
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

413-883-7323
7

oF
m&ﬂ“
Easy in-town location ““ ‘Es'[
Secure 24-hour access m

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Renaissance
Builders

Quaity, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

Montague Mini Storage | MikeFuller-owner

. The Best Hiding
Place in Town

48 Randall Road 4138634680

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venaors
and Artists encouraged to inquire
Abodt-Face
Computer Solutions
151 Avenue A

Turners Falls, MA
(413) 863-5447

Full Service Repairs, Network
Setup & Repair, Sales!

www.about-facecomputers.com

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

]
Route 2, Gill
8634049 1-800-430 4049 [
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.) hamms

0 412

Propane
Filling
Station
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‘Philadelphia, PA 2017
BY ELOISE MICHAEL -

“OK.” I say, “can Neil help me get
rid of my doppelganger?”

“But the FBI don’t know you
have it.”

“They definitely suspect,” I say.

“Resa, I don’t know. I think they
might find out.”

“Wouldn’t they want me to get rid
of mine,” I say hopefully, “since they
wanted you to get rid of yours?”

“I think it might be different,” she
says, hesitating. “They think — well,
they think you might be helping
Jason.”

I am not sure how to answer, but it
doesn’t matter because Diana can tell
from looking at me.

“Resa, you are! Why?” When I

Ferry Meadow Farm - part X%

2~

don’t answer immediately, she adds,
“What did you do?”

“I helped him put software on a
computer.”

She looks horrified.

“Once.”

“Oh, well. if it’s only once,” she
says sarcastically. “And it was one of
Case Pearman’s computers?”

“Umm...”

“I already know.,” Diana says.
“The FBI guys told me. [ was hoping
it wasn’t true.”

I can’t look her in the eye, and I
don’t answer.

“Resa, why?”

Now I look at her. “Jason was
convincing,” I say lamely.

“I didn’t even know that you were

in touch with him.” she says.
“Well, I wasn’t, and then he
showed up at my house last win-
ter.”
“He knew you had the doppel-
ganger!” Diana says in a loud
whisper.

“Yeah, he did.”

“And then he got you to help him
— using the doppelganger! I can’t
believe it!”

“Well. it was my choice to do it,”
I remind her.

“Are you glad you did it?” she
asks. I hate when she uses a tone like
my mother.

“No,” I admit. “T kind of wish I
hadn’t, but I wanted to help out with
the strike. There are a lot of people
without jobs,” I remind her, “or
homes. Or food.”

“Fine, then you can go on stiike.
Stand out with a sign like other peo-
ple. You didn’t have to commit a
crime!”

I look down. “T know. I'm not
really sure why I did it.”” After a brief
silence. I say, “Can you help me
now?”

She sighs, sounding again like my
mother, then says, “I don’t know if
we can. I think the FBI will know if
we get rid of the doppelganger.”

“You think they are watching you
and Neil?”

“Yes! Resa, they wanted us to
help catch you. They said that we
wouldn’t get in trouble if we helped
them. They know that you’ll come
here wanting to destroy the other
body.”

For a moment I am stunned.
“Thanks for not turning me in,” I
say.

“Well, actually, I was hoping that
it wasn’t true. Now that I know it
is...” she trails off. “Rese, it would
be easier if T didn’t know where you
were. Then I couldn’t really help

I know she is right, but I wish she
would just help me. T guess I
shouldn’t stay at your house,” I say.

“No, stay. I'll bet they have been
listening to my calls or reading my
emails, you know. They probably
realize you are coming. We should
look at that apartment tomorrow —
try to act normal. Then, after that, I
think you’d better go back to
Massachusetts.”

I nod.

It’s hard for any of us to relax
when we get back to Diana and
Neil’s apartment. We don’t talk
much, and I feel like they are mad at
me. Diana whispers to Neil that I
really did help Jason. but we don’t
talk about it. I think we are all too
scared. T am looking forward to wak-
ing up at Ferry Meadow, which is
starting to feel like home already. 1
gratefully go to bed early.

them, and I wouldn’t be lying.”

— Continued Next Issue

Got Foop?

WENDELL - On Sunday, May
20th, from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the
Wendell town hall, explore the
global context of peak oil, climate
change, and economic instability
and how these forces are already
impacting our food systems.

Hear perspectives from a panel
of local citizens who are involved
in the Wendell food system, explor-
ing our greatest assets and our
greatest challenges.

Break for refreshments and a
Community Chorus performance.
Organize into break-out groups and

engage in a community conversa-
tion about where to go from here
and what role you want to play in a
locally sustainable food system.

Please bring: a snack or dessert
to share and your own cups and
plates (bonus points for using local
ingredients). Coffee and tea will be
provided.

Admission is free. Hosted by
Transition Wendell and co-spon-
sored by the Energy Committee:
Wendell Local Food Security
Project. Questions, contact Betsy at
yagas_jai@hotmail.com.

Local, Organic Produce,
Deli, eat in or take oul,
Bakery Specialties,
Meat & Cheese, N

Green Fields Market
144 Main St.,Greenfield
Mon-Fri 8-8

Sat9-6, Sun 10-5
(413) 773-9567

(lllll -II (!IO('(‘I'I(‘H
Supplements & Body Care ltems,
Monthly Specials

il Nu iy

‘q Orwmn it un MECusker s 1"1

Barkal

veq. OPERATIVE®

McCusker’s Market
3 State Street, Shelburne Falls
Open Daily
7am.to7 p.m.
(413) 625-9411

www.franklincommunity.coop

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK

Bid Opening Usher Mill

Sealed Bids for the Abatement and

Demolition of the Former Usher

Mill at Arch Street will be received by

the Board of Selectmen at the Town
Hall, Selectmen’s Office, 12 East

Main Street, Erving, MA 01344 until

6:45 p.m. on June 4th, 2012 and then|
at said office publicly opened and

read aloud.

The work consists of furnishing
all labor, equipment and materials
required to perform the Abatement
and Demolition of the Former
Usher Mill located on Arch Street in
Erving, The project includes, but is
not limited to, asbestos abatement,
hazardous maternial abatement and
demolition of site structures and
incidental items
as set forth in the specs.

Bid documents may be examined
and/or obtained at the office of
Tighe & Bond, Inc.,

53 Southampton Road, Westfield,
MA between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday,
legal holidays excluded.
Contact Jason Barroso
at 413-562-1600.

A mandatory pre-bid conference will
be held at the site on May 23th, 2012
at 10:00 a.m.

Erving BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Eugene M. Klepadlo, Chairman|
Andrew N. Goodwin

Margaret A. Sullivan|

Animal Rescue; Fight on Central Street

Wednesday, 5/9

9:02 a.m. Warrant arrest on
Second Street. Referred to
an officer.

4:08 p.m. Domestic distur-
bance on Fourth Street.
Services rendered.

6:10 p.m. Hit and run acci-
dent at Rite Aid Pa:king lot
on Avenue A. Services ren-
dered.

6:40 p.m. Animal quaran-
tine on Fifth Street. Served
in hand.

10:03 pm. Larceny at
Turners Falls High School.
Referred to an officer.
Thucsday, 5/10

2:01 pm. General distur-
bance on Central Street.
Peace restored.

4:40 p.m. Burglary, breaking
and entering on Montague
Avenue in Lake Pleasant.
Referred to an officer.

5:38 pm. Possible weapon
shown on Eleventh Street.
Services rendered.

9:33 p.m, Domestic distur-
bance on Second Street.
Services rendered.

Friday, 5/11

3:53 am. Domestic distur-
bance on East Main Street
in Millers Falls. Services
rendered.

12:54 pm. Trespassmg at
Sheffield Elementary
School on Crocker Avenue.
Services rendered.

2:31 p.m. Summons issued
at Sheffield E].ementa.ry

School on Crocker Avenue
for disorﬁeﬂy conduct and
trespassing.

3:08 pm. Animal rescue at
East Main Street in Millers
Falls. Services rendered.
5:51 p.m. Threatening,
harassment on Canal Street,
741 p-m. Trespassing at the
Railroad Salvage building
on Power Street.
Investigated.

7:48 pm. Assault and bat-
tery at Railroad Salvage
bw]d.ing on Power Street.
Unable to locate.

9:20 p.m. Suspicious auto at
Doyles Car Wash on
Montague City Road.
DisPersecl gal:heting,

10:43 p.m. Suspicious auto
at Southworth Paper Mill
on Canal Street. Services
rendered.

11:09 p.m. Fight on Central
Street. Summons issued for
armed burglary, domestic
assault, assault and battery,
and wanton destruction of
property less than $250.
Satarday, 5/12

12:34 am. General distur-
bance on Third Street.
Investigated.

2:39 pm. Tlueatening,
harassment on Chestnut
Street. Advised of options.
2:58 p.m. Hit and run acci-
dent on Farren Avenue.

Report taken.

Sunday, 5/13

2:I13 am. Arrest of

I

operating a motor vehicle
with a susPencled license,
sPeeding, and two mstances
of possession of an open
container of alcohol in a
vehicle

motor near
Greenfield Savings Bank on
Avenue A.

7:13 am. Summons issued

for

for domestic
assault and battery at East
Main Street in Millers Falls.
Monday, 5/14
12:04 p.m. Warrant arrest
of

uesday, 5/15
12:58 p.m. General distur-
bance on G  Street.
Investigated,
2:30 p.m. Burg]ary, breaki.ng
and entering on I—Iighlancl
Circle. Report taken.
3:10 pm. Fight on Fourth
Street. Services rendered.
5:36 p-m. Animals loose on
] Street. Report taken.
5:44 pm. Threatening,
harassment on Millers Falls
Road. Services rendered.
6:30 pm. Threatening,
harassment on Green Pond
Road in Millers Falls.
Services rendered.
Wednesday, 5/16
8:49 am. General distur-
bance on East Main Street
in Millers Falls. Services

rendered.

(12 WEEK MIN). CALL 863-8666

® Guns & Ammo

Pipiones
SPORT SHOP
e Fishing supplies; Live bait
® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

* Paintball & CO,Refills

| Make

EDL

featuring:

Lamps Lite!

Open 7 am 7 days a week ‘
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

GOOD USED USABLES

Dealer in used

Home Furnishings
SMALL FURNITURE = COLLECTIBLES » DECORATIVES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

Open 7 Days a Week

Community Yoga

& WELLNESS CENTER

beginners welcome

413-774-4700

change
your body

change
your mind

change
your life

scan this to

find us
-
E

CopyCat Print Shop

Loves You Move L

Check
puy other
ad m this

HETOsSpapcr

W Speciolie In frpassid Deodliom!

(413) 774-3500
greenfield@copycatprintshop.com

Onsite Software
Support on PCs and
Macs from Windows
to Office to
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
863-5030

www.Community-Yoga.com

michael muller
owner
413.320.5336

mww

Montague WebWorks

make the web work for your business

. COMm

28 Center Street
montague, ma 01351
info@montaguewebwaorks.com

It Figures!

Kate McGrath, MBA
Accountant

Jonathan Abbett
SS1 / Disability Attorney

If you can’t work, let

CREATIVE HAIRCUTTING
PERMS & COLORS

Men, Women & Children

413-768-9095

For all your accountmg needs

Now accepting new accounting clients

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks

me work for you.

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA

In Home Appointments
jabbottesq@verizon.net

~SASTINES HAIRSREATOLs
Gift Certificates Available

863 - 2022

Marie Castine 74 PROSPEDT ¢T.
Richard DiGeorge (Thursdays) TURNERS FALLS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Gerry G. Simons

Estates ®* Wills * Real Estate
Personal Injury

P.O. Box 9 * Turners Falls

Simons & Simons

(418) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
b, (413) 367-2475

u 's Auto

THE HARP  Irish Seisiun Music

ﬁ"' Thursday 4 - 7
3\\% & Friday 9 - 1
%?Osq;f g0
GREAT SEAFOOD & GooD TIMES
163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst

(413) 548-6900
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ALL THE TIME:

EVERY DAY, ALL SUMMER LONG:

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners:
Open daily, including holidays, 10 am_ -4
p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Avenue A, Tumers: Great Falls Famers
Market, 2 -6 pm.

Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 9
p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls:
Acoustic open mic with Dan, Kip & Shultzy
from Curly Fingers DuPree hosting. 8:30 -
11:30 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Open
Mic Night, 9 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Song Shop
Open Mic, 8 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m.

ART SHOWS:

NOW through JUNE 10th
Gallery at Hallmark, Tumers Falls: Images
from the "50s, by Martin Karplus.

NOW through June 1st

Loot, Turners Falls: Word = Object featuring
works by Chris Janke, Betsy Wheeler,
Meghan Dewar, Jess Mynes, and ASIZ

THE LADY
KILLIGREW:

Awesone Beer
Amazing

i d
oo

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Industries.

NOW through JUNE 16th

Paper City Studios, Holyoke: Hidden in
Plain View featuring works by Nina Rossi
and Ariel Jones & others.

LOCAL EVENTS:

THURSDAY, MAY 17th

Great Falls Discovery Center, Tumners Falls:
Linking Landscapes for Massachusetts
Wiidlife: Turtles and Road Ecology, a chat
with David Paulson of MassWildlife. 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Filiaulf &
Friends, 8 - 10 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Richard Chase,
folk rock, free, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 18th

And SATURDAY, MAY 19th

Memorial Hall Theater, Shelburne Falls:
Pothole Pictures presents, Three Stooges
Film Festival, music at 7 p.m. Showtime,
730 pm.

FRIDAY, MAY 18th

Leverett Elementary School: Echo Lake
Coffeehouse presents Gathering Time, with
Glen Roethel, Hillary Foxsong & Stuart
Markus, 7:30 p.m.

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls:
Tumbleweed Company with special guest
Mya Elaine, 7-30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie & The
Mud, Blood & Beer Band, 9 - 11 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Rock
201,9:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Happy
Jawbone Family Band, Taxidermists, free,
930 pm.

Montague Bookmill: MV and EE, Crystaline
Roses, 8 pm.

SATURDAY, MAY 19th
Thomas Memorial Golf and Country Club,
Turners Falls: K-9 Tournament to benefit the
Turners Falls police dog under the care of
John Dempsey, 9am.

All Souls Unitarian-Universalist Church,
Greenfield: 10th Annual Anfi-Racism Film
Festival, 1:30 p.m. The Other Side; 2:15
p.m. Welcome to Shelbyville; 4 p.m. Lost in
Detention, Frontline; 5 - 6 p.m. Local Fare
Supper; 6:30 p.m. Mooz-lum. Free.

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls [uke
Mulholiand Band with TJay, 7-30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Tummers Falls: Valley Idol
grand finale, 7:30 p.m.

Wendell Free Library.: Movie Outland with
Sean Connery, 7-:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Dedicated to Delilah, 9
-12pm.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls:
Roogaroos, classic rock, 9:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit Queer,
The Dance Party, DJ Greg2000, 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 20th

Rendezvous, Turers: Sunday Locals fea-
turing Marlene Lavelle and friends, 6 pm.
Free

Deja Brew, Wendell: [ aurie McClain, a ben-
efit for the Solar Rollers, 9- 11 pm.

MONDAY, MAY 21st
Rendezvous, Turners: Bingo, free, 8 pm.

Wil i &
Pﬂtty Carpenter P.IR'VS The Rendezvous
on Thursday May 24th at 8 p.m. Free.

THURSDAY, MAY 24th
Rendezvous, Tumers
Carpenter, 8 pm_Free.

Falls: Patty

Wendell Community Garden: Hands-on
garden visits focusing on monitoring for and
identifying pests as well as natural enemies
(biological conirol agents), experimenting
with tools, pesticide application as neces-
sary, preparing a soil test. Discussion and
sharing of methods, 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly Temple, fea-
turing Jim Henry, Guy DeVito, Doug Plavin
& of course, Tommy Boynton, 8 -10 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 25th
Deja Brew, Wendell: Now & Then, 9 -11
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Something
Else, jazz, funk, groove, 3:30 p.m. Free.

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls:

Fourth Friday Story Hour- Frogs. Join us for

some frog-tastic stories accompanied by a

fFrog themed craft. Ages 3 - 6. 10:30 am.
Tee.

Montague Bookmill: Carrie Ferguson,
Wishbone Zoe, 8 p.m.

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Brook
Batteau with special guest Robin Lane, 8

p-m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: The
Miles Band, 9-30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 26th

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners Falls:
Investigation Station: Rocks and Fossils,
10-30am. -2pm.

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners:
Showing of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring,
1 p.m. Free.

Leverett Town Hall: Annual Leverett
Historical Society Plant and Garden Book
Sale. Drop off well-labeled plants at Town
Hall on Friday night. Drop off garden books
anytime in the “plant sale” box at the entry-
way to the Leverett Library. 3a.m_- 12 p.m.

Shea Theater, Tumers: Celtic Heels, 4 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: John
Sheldon Band, 9:30 pm.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Gumbo Diablo, 9 -11
p.m.

Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: The Equalites,
9:30 pm.

SUNDAY, MAY 27th
Deja Brew, Wendell: Backyard B-B-Q with
Rhythm, Inc. 8 - 11 p.m.

Rendezvous, Tumers Falls: TNT Karaoke,
9pm -1am.

MONDAY, MAY 28th
Deja Brew, Wendell: 3rd Annual Backyard
Poetry Festival, bring a lawn chair or blan-
ket & enjoy, 1-6 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada Dino’s
Open Mic, 8 pm.

THURSDAY, MAY 31st
De1ja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl, blues, jazz,
810 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ray Mason, the
legend, solo, 8 p.m. Free.

7th Annual Valley Idol
Singing Competition
A Benefit for the Shea Theater
Grand Finale on Saturday, May 19th

Adult Finalists:

Erin Nugent, Greenfield
Kimberly Parker, Wilbraham
Joey Stankiewicz, Hadley
Molly Steinmark, Brattleboro, VT
Daisy Whitcomb-Skelton, Turners

Memorial Hall Theater

POIHOLE PCTURES

Friday. May 18th
Saturday, May 19th
7:30 p.m.

Three Stooges Film Festival,
Whoop Whoop Whoop, B&W, 106 min.

Music 1/2 hour before movie:
Fri. Dan Lederer
Sat. Daniel Hales, and the Frost Heaves.

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

CALL FOR ARTISANS:

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Crafters invited
to consign work on the theme of Undersea
Life for July-August 2012. Indoor and
Qutdoor Wall sculpture welcome; acces-
sories, jewelry, figunnes. Email photos to
naban@verizon net by June 15th.

[
| . haﬂ A ¢1 !
The Brick House
COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER
24 3" Street Turners Falls
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
* Teen Center Coverage:
Tues - Sat, 2:30 to 6 p.m.

* Seeking Facilitators &
Volunteers for the Summer
Workshop Series

Contact Erin (413) 863-9576
emyers(@hnckhousecommunityorz

Friday, 5/18 9to 11 p.m.
Josh Levangie & The Mud,
Blood & Beer Band
Saturday, 5/19 9 p.m.
Dedicated to Delilah
Sunday, 5/20 7:30 p.m.
Laurie MeClain

978-544-BREW

5T7A Lockes Village Road

Next to the Wendell Country Store
www.DejaBrewFub.com

"\ SUNSHINE! |

' "»-.‘:f.:________ — )
THURS 5/17 8:00 FREE

| Richard Chase Band

FRI5/18 9:30 FREE
|| |; Happy Jawbone Family Band
| (killbillie/garage)
Taxidermists
Imathy kids from the capel

1 SAT 5/19 9:30 $3
* ROCKIT QUEER (THE Dance Party}

. SUNDAY 5/20 7pm FREE
A SUNDAY LOCALS:
N Marlene Lavelle & friends /

S T b T 1 N A e e e N
LAPINE MULTIMEDIA | [V 2 iy Y ol R S
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHS/VHS @ ﬁ-m?—f}:q’ 413-256-6217 \@ C‘PJ" Cat Print hop _Thareatiousus
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & i gff ' g Loves You Move ! E
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ fine instruments ¥ Cleck T a=s
heck

CD'S/REEL TO REEL/8 TRACK/WIRE
AND OTHER FORMATS.

"‘MULTIPLE COPIES QUICK AS A BUNNY~

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA
(413-7T73-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259
GREENFIELD, MA 01301
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET

bought and sold |
reparred and restored 3

our other
ad i Hhis
newspaper

< Fretted Instrument Workshop <
i3 49 So. Pleasant St Amherst, Mass. 01002 #1)

-, Tan i ;‘J'
: P e W e ol
e o £ - L st

(413) 774-3500
greenfield@copycatprintshop.com

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 Bryan G. Hobbs
CSSL # 100236 : ; i .
Insured Custom Made with 4 5 . Remodeling Contractor
Local Timber
A EAS TERN Sheds and Chicken Coops Blown Cellulose Insulation » Airsealing * Energy Audits
- Replacement Doors & Windows * Roofing * Sidin
WEATHERIZATION Buy Locally P & &
5 v H Repairs * Spray F Insulati
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation OME ftepaus ® Spray roan Msuiation
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: Todd Muller
41877 5-8575 Call Now for Free Bryan G. Hobbs
Toll Free 413-367-2228 ' Energy Audit 346 Conway St.

mith@hotmail.com
www.theshedsmith.com

B66-262-5361 FAX 413-367-2212 413-775-9006 Greenfield

“Fervor from the Truth”
Extended Run
thru June 1st

Hours: Thurs 4-6

~~___ DBrian R. San Soucie
C—t" Locksmith - CRL

Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified » Bonded » Insured

Great Rates, Fully Insured!

Greentield TN We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for Fri - Sat 1-6
Co-operative o ) Businesses and Homes

28 Monlague Street
Turners Falls. MA 01376

* Dead Bolts

125a Avenue A,
« Household Lock Sets

Turners Falls

BestLocalBank.com 2] " g“'ef MSSteL.Ke: B Rg‘:ey 863-247 413.834.8800
Reach All Locations 772:0293 o «sapLanbisions Lhanged l wrinasnook
Greenfield = Northfield = Sunderland “fq“éf‘iiéi'.? art g craft i deSIgn . =

Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

'- " —— T —— ——" —_——
TNT PRODUCTIONS ) & I I ‘ \
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS Q ] & @ * '_\_,
e Ko Somesatet: s TURNS LAWN CARE
‘ PE"Tg R WATE‘QS Spediofizing in ol ospeds of Lown ond Property Moimenance.
. :; 5 ‘;" C;:;f“j;“:‘;" - ! Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
- i i B L U N A r e “Going Away for Vacation?
Steven Therien ; HOUSE PAINTING
4135126035 || e Taes Jorall tges \i . Leave the Lawn Care to Us”
www.tntproj net and Occasions ) . _ Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured
e *Rewiol Beraole Sysiom : Etom 978-544-6534 Wendel 45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351

———— ——— — T —— — i, — i _—
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BY LESLIE BROWN
MONTAGUE CITY - Uncle!

The tomato plants are tall and
beginning to get leggy and pot
bound again in the sunroom. Many
are already sporting buds or even
blossoms.

Traditional advice to the con-
trary, I can’t wait until Memorial
Day weekend.

I have waited until the week’s
rain ended and the nights remained
50 degrees or above for a week.
Then 1 threw caution to the wind,
and set them out.

That said, I have taken good care.
First I peeled back the black plastic
laid out to snuff out weeds and keep
the warmth of the day in the soil.
Next I've dug a hole for each plant
twice as wide as the roots I was
going to set in.

Equally importantly, T made the
hole deep enough to set the plant in
part way up its stem. Since these
plants are a bit top heavy. I have
removed the bottom layers of leaves
and set the plant in deeply. This will

THE GARDENER'S GOMPANION

g@(m/[/% %’ - o/ loes

result in new root development
along the stem and create a plant
able to handle a breezy day without
snapping.

In the bottom of each hole I've
put a healthy scoop of compost and
another of composted manure.
These additions will feed the plant
and encourage healthy microbial
growth. Good compost, aged for a
year, will add carbon, nitrogen, pro-
teins and minerals to the soil as well
as microorganisms which will
release more nutrients through their
wastes.

Anyone can build a compost pile
by simply choosing a container and
putting every bit of fruit and veg-
etable waste you have into it. You
can establish one inside a hoop of
wire and let Mother Nature water it.

If you want to speed up the
process. choose a black plastic con-
tainer with a lid. The heat generated
by the sun and the break down of
your vegetable garbage will speed
the miraculous change into the dark,
earthy. sweet smelling product your
garden will love.

Many articles on compost recom-
mend turning or forking your com-
post pile to speed up the breakdown
of your leavings.

Personally, I've done very well

as a passive composter. I have two
black bins we purchased at the
DPW many years ago. One is used
for new garbage. At the end of every
garden season, I allow that bin to
rest over the winter and begin to fill
the second. By spring, my old veg-
etable leavings have turned into
“black gold.” When I throw out a
potted plant, I always add the dirt to
my pile, thus creating layers of
garbage and dirt which seems to
speed up the breakdown of the veg-
etable leavings.

Once the plant hole has been
treated with compost and manure, I
set the plant in and press the soil
firmly around the roots. When the
plants are set, they receive a good
dose of water. Then slits in the plas-
tic allow the gardener to replace it
around the new plantings to discour-
age weeds and hold in the warmth
of the soil.

Finally, I set wire support cages
around the newly planted tomatoes.
It’s best to do this at planting time
before the plants need them. This
way, you avoid breaking roots when
you set in the cages.

Now, we’re good to go until it is
time to water if needed, pull a stub-
bom weed or two, and watch for
tomato hornworms. We will look

forward first to the
cherry tomatoes and
then to Early Girl,
reputed to be ready to
pick in 47 days.

Meanwhile, the
peas are ready for
fencing to climb on,
the lettuce needs thin-
ning again and the garlic and onion
plants look thrifty. I've also invested
in some kale and Swiss chard plants
in order to hurry the crop a bit.

Having leamed from last year’s
experience with the deer, I've
already fenced these beauties in. Of
course, the deer can easily jump the
fence if they wish, but since the
plots are small raised beds, I'm hop-
ing they’ll stay away.

I don’t mind sharing a bit with
the wildlife, but I’'m not happy when
the entire crop is removed. My dad
once traveled to the Boston Zoo for
wild cat droppings to ward off the
varmints. But the best prevention
was always our active, vigilant dog.

Unfortunately, our current house
cat is not the least interested in shar-
ing quarters with a dog, so we will
have to make due with the fence.

These chores accomplished, I
feel entitled to plant some floral
“gye candy” in the form of a few
hanging planters. Visiting a local
grower of annual plants will net me
a variety of plant types and colors.
Then I will enjoy the pleasure of
creating my own growing palette.

It’s fun to mix flowers of differ-
ent shapes and colors, and then to
add ivy or another foliage plant for
variety.

Try to choose annuals that will
last the season rather than short lived
ones, however beautiful they may
be. Good bets are: petunia, lobelia,
impatiens, pansy and marigold.
There are also more exotic flowers at
many nurseries. Just check the label-
ing, or ask for help in choosing
plants that will bloom all season
long with just a little feeding and
dead-heading. Watch also for local
gardeners’ plant sales and swaps.

Enjoy unusual places to hang
your selections. My new artisan
laundry poles are made of pressure
treated wood and amenable to hefty
cup hooks for hanging planters. But
it’s also fun to hang plants from
trees, or set them on old stumps on
fence posts. Lure some bees into
your yard with flowers and they will
stay around to pollinate your veg-
etable crops.

Don’t forget to decorate any out-
building you may have. We always
save hanging plastic pots for reuse
until they fall apart; we have yet to
purchase any. I also have a few
favorite urns and ceramic planters
that look nice filled with flowers set
randomly around the yard.

Indulge in inexpensive outdoor
decorating, and enjoy. The growing
season for most perennials, like the
gorgeous lilac, peony, iris and many
roses is far too short, but hardy
annuals will give pleasure through-
out the coming summer seasomn,
right up until frost. You’ll have a lot
of color and pleasure for little output
in cash or effort, and your non-gar-
dening neighbors will thank you as
well.

Open for the Season
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Janice Johnson, of Jobnson Farm (left) in West Deerfield, tries to tempt Meg Bowman, of Znd Street,

with a choice of fomato plants at the Great Fails Farmers Market. The Great Falls Farmers Market
runs through October; each Wednesday afternoon, at Avenue A and Znd Street, in Turners Falls.

Orphaned Pets Rejoice! Dakin Opens New Addition

BY LEE WICKS

LEVERETT - Leslie Hairis, direc-
tor of the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society. is all smiles these
days, as she should be. A promise has
been kept - beautifully. When Dakin
expanded into Hampden County
more than two years ago, a pledge
was made to remain in the Upper
Valley to also provide services for
the animals and people here. Those
services will now be enhanced by a
new 36 by 36 foot addition to the
adoption center in Leverett, which
opened this week.

With the opening of the new sec-
tion, Dakin is halfway through
improvements to the facility. The
organization is now ready to reno-

vate the old section of the building,
which upon completion will more
humanely (and quietly) house dogs
and add office, storage, and commu-
nity meeting space.

Behind the brightly colored walls
of the gleaming new space, contrac-
tors are already transforming the old
space that had long been woefully
cramped and inadequate for animals,
staff, volunteers. and clients. Until
that work is complete, all the dogs
have been moved to Springfield;
there will be no dog adoptions in
Leverett until July.

But there are cats aplenty, birds,
and small animals in Leverett. The
cats have a new colony room where
they can prowl at will so a potential

adopter can easily assess their per-
sonalities: shy or sociable, sphinx-
like, minx-like or kittenishly playful.

Actually, the cats look out through
the glass as though they are the ones
doing the choosing.

The renovated center will provide
full accessibility for pet lovers with
disabilities., and a platform for
increased outreach efforts throughout
Franklin and Hampshire counties,
including pet food aid, low-cost spay
and neuter services, off-site adoption
events, and more.

Last year, Dakin distributed
44,000 pounds of pet food to low-
income pet owners. Staff members
also drive vans into neighborhoods
where people don’t have transporta-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $12.00 PER WEEK.

;‘7‘ Loading Up on Comp

-
- .

tion in order to pick up animals that
are being surrendered.

“The new facility is wonderful,”
said Harris. “In combination with
outreach we are keeping pets from
becoming homeless, and educating
the public about the needs of ani-
mals.” Last year Dakin facilitated
3200 adoptions, with 30 percent
coming from the Leverett facility.

Harris said, “Going to the source
of animal homelessness is the corner-
stone of Dakin’s work in our com-
munity. The philosophy of Dakin is
as mmch about preventing animal
homelessness as it is about providing
homes.”

At the present time, the Dakin
shelter in Leverett will warmly wel-
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SUSAN von RANSON PHOTO

Loading the truck of bis neighbor and compost buyer, Melissa Grader, Jonathan von Ranson worked
Tuesday at bis property, Commonfarm in Wendell Center. A group of 14 local residents purchased com-
post cogperatively for their gardens this spring in a 20-cubic yard bulk delivery from Bear Path Farm in
Whately. The bulk purchase was arranged under the auspices of the food commiitee, a subcommittee of
the Wendell energy commiittee. The town-sponsored body is actively encouraging residents fo produce food
themselves — at any scale — and to make a babit of finding locally grown food for their food purchases.

come adoptions of cats, kittens, and
small animals. Until all renovations
are complete, dog adoptions will be
limited. But, there are dogs in
Springfield and anyone interested in
one of those dogs and unable to get
to Springfield should call Dakin and
discuss possible solutions.

The price tag for the renovation is
$650,000; $510,000 has already been
raised. Harris said. “We are grateful
for all gifts, of any size.”

Gifts can be made online at
www.dpvhs.org, or a donor can call
Dakin to learn more about giving
opportunities. The website also con-
tains extensive info about Dakin’s
mission, programs, and volunteer
opportunities.

(12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666

413.320.5336
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Montague WebWorks . com

Now powered by RocketFusion

info@montaguewebworks.com

make the web work for your business
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Turners Falls &
Pizza House [ g

119 Avenue A
$63-8000

We Deliver?

Patty Smythe
Licensed Massage Therapist
Myofascial Release

Sports Massage

Auto Accident
Insurance Accepted

50 Chapman Street * Suite 5

Greenfield

413-774-0517
pattysmythe@hotmail.com

Grnders « Dinners » Beer & Wine '
Open 7days + 41 years on the fve  1€'8 Pizza Time!

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls

Member Lmo
( ) The Flooring Network.

Phone & Fax
413-863-3690

Tile

Carpet

SRS
BANKERO

UPTON-MASSAMONT
REAITORS

ach Office Is Independentty
Owned and Operated.

Donald ] Mailloux

GRI

Recognized Top Producer
(413) 665-3771 x104 Office
(413) 834-1524 Cell

(413) 423-3810 Home
don@cbumr.com E-mail

4 Eim Street, South Deerfield, MA 01373

www.cbuptown-massamont.com





