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Leverett School Committee
Opening(s) Uncertain

By DAVID DETMOLD

With at least one, and pos-
sibly two, openings on the
school committee remaining
unfilled after annual town
meeting, the selectboard
moved to set up a joint meet-
ing on May 28 to appoint an
interim candidate, or two, to
the school committee.

The question of whether
there are one or two openings
to be filled arose as a result of
the election to the committee
on April 27 of Sheila Hunt-
er, a former principal of the
Leverett Elementary School,
who is currently principal of
another Union 28 elementary
school, Swift River School in
New Salem.

Reached by phone this
week, Hunter said she be-
lieves she 1is ineligible to
serve on the school commit-
tee until her retirement from
Swift River becomes effec-
tive in mid-July, because, as
she put it, “I am an employee
of Union 28. The school com-
mittee is the superintendent’s
boss. The superintendent is
my boss. I can’t be her boss.”

On Tuesday, town clerk
Lisa Stratford told the select-
board she had had several
conversations with state elec-
tion officials in Boston who
were unwilling to advise her
that Hunter’s election to the
school committee was con-
trary to state law; they re-

ferred her instead to the state
ethics commission, which
will not comment about how
to resolve the potential con-
flict of interest, Stratford said,
except to Hunter herself.

Hunter said she intended
to attend school committee
meetings, informally, until her
retirement in July, at which
time, she said, she would be
willing to serve on the school
committee if appointed.

She said, “It is my under-
standing there is a member
of the school board who was
leaving the school board who
is willing to fill the seat until
that time.”

Aaron Somoza and Dawn
Sacks are the two school
committee members who de-
clined to stand for reelection
in April.

Meanwhile, selectboard
member Peter d’Errico said,
“We’re at a crucial stage in
the contract talks [with Lev-
erett Elementary staff]. We
need a functioning committee
to make decisions.”

He noted that one of the
current school committee
members, Sarah Dolven, is
married to an LES teacher,
making her ineligible to vote
on teacher contracts.

Without Dolven as a vot-
ing participant, the commit-
tee may now lack a quorum
to finalize the contract, and

see SCHOOL page 9

TFHS Choir Wins Second Place
in National Competition

ELLEN BLANCHETT

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

When Michael Bradley,
musical director for the Gill-
Montague regional school
district, came to the school
committee last year seeking
approval foratrip to the World
Strides Heritage Performance
program in Williamsburg,
Virginia, it was easy for them
to say yes. Members thanked
him for his enthusiasm and
were excited to have a musi-

cal director with his energy
and creative ideas. He said
he thought it would be good
for his students to see what
else was out there, to hear
other choirs, and meet music
students from all around the
country.

Bradley said when he
went to the choir competition
this April in Williamsburg, he
had no illusions that his choir,
built of students he’d only
met this year, would win. As
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Turners Falls High School Concert Choir performed at the Spring Concert on Thursday, May 9 in the school anditorinm.

he told it last week, standing
on the stage with the Turners
Falls High School Concert
Choir behind him, when they
were put in a category with
schools ten times the size of
TFHS, he was worried.

But he is always enthusi-
astic about his students’ abili-
ties and encourages them to
do their best. Their best won
them Second Place in their
category! As he stood hold-
ing the plaque, with the choir

behind him preparing to sing,
he was glowing in his praise
of their hard work and ac-
complishment.

When Bradley started to
plan the trip last fall, he had
ten students signed up for
choir but as the word got out
students kept signing up and
by the time they left in April
there were 19 students on
that bus. At the Spring Con-

see CHOIR page 6

Collis and Elizabeth Adams Recognized

at Erving Annual Town Meeting

i ]
By KATIE NOLAN

The 2012 Erving annual
town report, presented at the
May 8 annual town meeting,
was dedicated to Collis and
Elizabeth Adams, in recogni-
tion of their 55 years of ser-
vice to the town.

Collis Adams was town
treasurer from 1958 to 1984,
was town clerk in 1967, and
has been on the Council on
Aging from 1998 to 2012.

According to the town re-
port dedication, “He is still
currently active in the Erv-

ing Senior Center and plays a
mean game of pool.”

Elizabeth Adams was the
first woman elected to a se-
lectboard in Franklin County
in 1970. She served on the se-
lectboard until 1975 and was
instrumental in helping with
the planning and building
of the wastewater treatment
plants, the Erving Elementa-
ry School (EES), the Erving
Center and Ervingside fire
stations, and the renovation
of the Erving Town Hall.

She served on the regional
school district planning com-

mittee from 1967 to 1968, the
future planning committee in
1969, the EES building com-
mittee, was precinct one part
custodian from 1971 to 1974,
was on the arts lottery council
from 1985 to 1991, and the
Erving secondary study com-
mittee from 1991 to 1993.
According to the town
report dedication, she is an
active member of the Senior
Center, and “You can always
count on Liz to be the first one
to smile and say ‘hello’when
you walk through the door.”

ALICE URBAN PHOTO

Inside the Ancient Walls of Morocco

By ALICE URBAN

RABAT, MOROCCO -
The city of Ait-Ben-Haddou
rises from a riverbed oasis
alongthe former caravanroute
linking Marrakech, Morocco,
and ancient Sudan across the
Sahara. Earthen dwellings,
seemingly stacked one atop
the other, climb five or six
layers up the hillside. Flat-
tening out at the top, a single
structure caps the city. From
there, southern Morocco’s
craggy Atlas Mountains are
visible in the distance.

Constructed sometime
in the 17"century, Ait-
Ben-Haddou exemplifies

distinct pre-Saharan archi-
tecture — celebrated for its
imposing kasbahs, fortified
dwellings where Morocco’s
leaders once lived. Often in-

habited by wealthy families
and constructed in strategic
locations, more than 1,000 of
these palace-fortresses line
the route from Marrakech,
once one of North Africa’s
busiest trade hubs, toward the
desert to the east.

When traveling in North
Africa, and specifically in
Morocco, visitors are like-
ly to pick up at least three
new  vocabulary  words
— kasbah, medina and mellah
— three distinct areas found in
most Moroccan cities.

While Ait-Ben-Had-
dou’s kasbahs makes up most
of the small city, other kas-
bahs have been absorbed into
larger cities such as Fes or
Rabat. In many cities, a for-
tified kasbah abuts the rest of
the ancient medina — a quar-
ter of many North African cit-

ies akin to an old city. Walled
and self-contained, maze-like
roads wind their way through
the district, often barely wide
enough fora donkey laden
with merchandise to pass.

Fes, a former imperial cap-
ital of Morocco, houses the
world’s largest medieval me-
dina. It is awash with sights
and sounds, as hundreds of
merchants and craftsmen sell
their wares. Metal workers
use thin handsaws to create
stunning bronze light fix-
tures. In the honey souk, or
market, vendors offer tastes
of lavender, orange blossom
and date honey to passersby
from large barrels of the
thick, golden liquid.

At the tannery, men wade
waist-deep in large, earthen
containers arranged like a

see MOROCCO page 6
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Rasbab: The city of Ait-Ben-Haddon, Morocco, contains several kasbabs,
palace-fortresses that line the former trade route across the Sabara.
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Pet of the Week

Hi, I’'m Tabby! I'm a sweet, out-
going, social butterfly and I love to
be the center of attention. I'll always
be there right at the front door to
greet you after a long day or to give
a big, welcoming “Meow” to your
friends when they come by to visit.
I have a big personality and things
that might scare other kitties off,
like a big dog, don’t scare me one
bit! In fact, at my last home I lived
with a big dog and we were good
buddies and loved to play together.

If T sound like your type of cat,
come and visit me here at Dakin. I'd
love to come home with you!

For more information on adopt-
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society at (413)
548-9898 or info@dvphs.org.

PAPER
Week of May 20th
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

NANCY L., DOLE
BOoks & EPHEMERA

now located at
20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

closed Mondays
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local gossip, news & business listings

The Montague Reporter

Published weekly on Thursdays.
Every other week in
July and August.

No paper last week of December.
PHONE (413) 863-8666
Please note new email addresses:
editor@montaguereporter.org
ads@montaguereporter.org
bills@montaguereporter.org
circulation@montaguereporter.org
events(@montaguereporter.org
info@montaguereporter.org
poetry(@montaguereporter.org
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org

Send address changes to:
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376
Advertising and copy deadline is
Monday at NOON.
This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
ervor  occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refiise adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper, such
as they are.

Annual Subscription Rate:
$25/$30/$50, depending on address.

Call us or contact
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org

with any questions.

Wendell Free Library

Seed-Saving Workshop

Tuesday May 21 at 7 p.m., at the
Wendell Free Library.

Workshop topics will include :

* the difference between open pol-
linated, heirloom, and hybrid seeds;

* how to prevent cross pollination
of plants belonging to the same ge-
nus;

* the methods used for saving an-
nual vegetable and herb seeds;

* how to safely store your seeds.

Gail Smith Mason and Nina Ren-
shaw will be the featured speakers.
Gail and Nina hope to start a seed
saving library in conjunction with the
library.

If you are interested in being part
of this vision, please come to the
workshop or contact Gail Smith Ma-
son at rushingwaters56(@yahoo.com.

Wendell Playground Fence

Mural Submissions Wanted

Attention All Wendell residents,
grown-ups and kids! “What does
Wendell mean to you?r”

Get out your art supplies! The
Friends of Wendell Library will be
creating a mural for the big green play-
ground fence this summer.

A landscape image is planned for
most of the mural and it will include
a sedes of smaller images along the
bottom.

The Wendell Library Art Com-

mittee is asking anyone and everyone
from Wendell to submit a painting or
sketch that says “Wendell.”” Work can
be on paper, in black and white or col-
or, and no larger than 12” x 18”. The
Committee will transfer those chosen
to the mural. Images may be changed
to work with the mural.

Please submit work to the Wendell
Free Library by June 5, 2013. If sent
by mail: Wendell Free Library, PO
Box 236, Wendell, MA 01379.

Free Creative Movement Series for Kids

Find new and creative ways to
help your children express them-
selves!

Anna Hendricks of the Great Falls
Creative Movement Studio will give
a free, four-part creative movement
series for children ages 2 to 5 at the
Swift River Elementary School.

The series takes place Wednesday
mornings, May 22 and 29 and June
5 and 12, from 9 to 9:45 am. Call
Gillian at (978) 544-5157 to register.

Swift River Elementary is at 201
Wendell Road in New Salem. The
series is sponsored by the U28 Com-
munity Network for Children.

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-LAUCANNO PHOTO

Cathe Janke, now back in town, beat most evefyo;ze fo t/yezmcb by being one of the

first to visit Myanmar (Burma) after its regpening to the outside world. See pg. 7.

Free Parenting Workshop — Managing Transitions

The Union 28 Community Net-
work for Children presents a free
workshop for parents and caregivers
of young children, “Managing the
Transitions in Everyday Life with
Simplicity Parenting,” on Tuesday,
May 21, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Erv-
ing Elementary School.

Katherine Golub of Greenfield
Family Wellness will discuss the
large and small transitions in life,
and how Simplicity Parenting can

help you and your children move
gracefully through these transitions,
reduce stress, and re-connect as a
famly.

Free childcare and dinner with
registration. Call Gillian at (978)
544-5157 to register. Erving El-
ementary is located at 28 Northfield
Road (Route 63).

For more information, visit:
sites.google.com/site/communi-
tynetworkforchildren/.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
By FRED CICETTI

Q. If you want to control your
weight, is it better to eat three meals
a day, or should you eat more,
smaller meals?

There is no scientifically proven
answer to this question. Until there
is, I"d suggest simply reducing your
total food intake for each day until
your weight goes down.

[Personal note: I've struggled
to keep pounds off all my life. I've
learned that calories count. You take
in more than you burn; you gain
weight. You burn more than you eat;
you lose weight. Exercise helps, but
the calorie burn-off usually doesn’t
amount to much. The best exercise
is pushing yourself away from the
table.]

Eating a bunch of small meals
a day instead of breakfast-lunch-
dinner is part of the popular media
right now, which means you should

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Diet and Weight Control

be hearing “tad alert” in your head.
Here are some of the claims:

* The body burns calories to di-
gest. Eating six to eight meals a day
enables your body to use more calo-
ries to aid digestion.

* Eating lots of meals rather than
three will boost metabolism and
control blood sugar.

* More meals means less stored
fat in the body.

* When people consume the
same number of calories in a single
daily meal rather than three, they
show significant increases in blood
pressure, total cholesterol levels and
levels of bad LDL cholesterol.

* Eating every three-to-four hours
can ward off hunger and prevent
binges that lead to weight gain.

* Eating more often helps regu-
late proper digestion to prevent gas-
trointestinal problems.

* Eight meals a day will increase
energy levels and accelerate muscle
growth.

To repeat, there is no proof that
eating more frequently does any of
the above.

My own conclusion about weight
control was confirmed in an edito-
rial that appeared in the American
Journal of Clinical Nutrition. A
team of nutrition researchers con-

cluded that weight loss comes down
to “how much energy (or calories) is
consumed as opposed to how often
or how regularly one eats.”

However, there was a recent
study that indicated we may be bet-
ter off eating only three meals a day.
The study was done on mice, so the
findings have to be confirmed by
tests on humans.

Satchidananda Panda, a regula-
tory biologist at the Salk Institute in
La Jolla, led the study published by
the journal Cell Metabolism.

Panda and his team put groups
of mice on different eating regi-
mens for 100 days. Mice in two of
the groups ate high-fat, high-calorie
food. Half of them were allowed to
snack throughout the night and day.
The other mice had access to food
only for eight hours at night, when
they were most active.

The mice that ate only for eight
hours were almost as lean as mice in
a control group that ate regular food.
But the mice that ate around the
clock became obese, even though
they consumed the same amount of
fat and calories as their counterparts
on the time-restricted diet.

Send  your  questions  to
Sfred@healthygeezer.com.

Senior Center Activities - May 20th to May 24th

GILL-MONTAGUE

Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62
Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a m.
to 2 p.m.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made one
day in advance by 11 a m. The Meal
Site Manager is Kerry Togneri.

All fitness classes are supported
by a grant from the Executive Of-
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do-
nations are accepted. Council on
Aging Director is Roberta Potter.

For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when the
center is not open.

Monday 5/20

Senior Center Closed

Town Elections

Tuesday: 5/21

10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga with Jean
Erlbaum

12 p m. Lunch

1 p m. Knitting Circle

Wednesday: 5/22

10 a.m. Aerobics

10:30 a.m. Monthly Health Screen-
ing

12 p m. Lunch

12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday: 5/23

9 a.m. Tai Chi

12 p.m. Lunch

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday: 5/24

10 a m. Aerobics

10:45 a m. Chair Exercise
1 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Ervingside, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 am. to
2:30 p m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with res-
ervations required 24 hours in ad-
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re-
becca Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for
meal information and reservations.

For information, call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center Director, at (413)
423-3649. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping, or
medical necessity. Call the Center to
confirm activities, schedule a ride,
or find out when is the next blood
pressure clinic.

Monday 5/20

9 a.m. Tai Chi

10 a m. Osteo Exercise
12 p.m. Quilting

Tuesday 5/21

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
10 a m. Steve Damon - Name That
Tune

12:30 p m. Painting
Wednesday 5/22

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a m. Chair Yoga

12 p.m. Bingo
Thursday 5/23

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

10 a m. Posture Perfect
12 p.m. Cards

Friday 5/24

9 a m. Bowling

9:30 a.m. Sit and Knit

LEVERETT

For information, contact the Lever-
ett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5,
or coa@leverett ma.us.
Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga — Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. at the Town Hall.
Drop-in $4 (first class free).

Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2 Lockes
Village Road. Call Nancy Spittle,
(978) 544-6760, for hours and up-
coming programs. Call the Center
for a ride.

"BOOK SALE

*May 18th & 19th*
9:00 to 4:00
*Cushman Library*
28 Church Street,
Bernardston
413-648-5402
www.cushmanlibrary.org
Find Us on Facebook!

Mesa
VeRde

Ear In or Take Out!

BURRITOS,
BOWLS,
SOFT TACOS,
QUESADILLAS

Now Serving
BB( Steel Rail

(413) 772-2531

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield
Hours: Mon -Sat11:30am-9pm

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING

Fencing - Patios - Walks +
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Stump Grinding - Excavating
Septic Systems Installed
ESTABLISHED 1970

demerslandscaping.com

863-3652

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

¢ Other Major Brands

e Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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Rule Reform for Tax-Exempt
Organizations Needed

It’s easy to dislike the Internal
Revenue Service which is per-
haps an underlying reason for the
extreme furor generated over the
accusation that the IRS has been
singling out “Tea Party” and “Pa-
triot” 501(c)(4) applications for
extra scrutiny. We’re actually not
so sure that this practice is a new
one.

In 2007, The Montague Report-
er filed a lengthy application with
the IRS to become recognized as
a 501(c)(3). Our application was
initially turned down; we ap-
pealed, and were again rejected;
we appealed again. This time we
were told that we might be able to
qualify as a 501(c)(4) since our
main mission was to inform the
public about issues in our commu-
nity. We redid our application.

In November of 2008 (more
than 16 months after we began the
process) we were finally granted
our non-profit 501(c)(4) status.
Although this took up consider-
able time and energy, we never
felt that we were victims of a po-
litical conspiracy.

To be honest, our application as
a newspaper for 501(c)(3) status
clearly flummoxed the IRS. They
could not see how The Reporter
could be considered a charitable
organization. And though we tried
mightily to stress that we were not
a “pure charity,” we did insist (and
rightly so) that we were operating
for and by the community. This is
the argument that prevailed when
we were granted our 501(c)(4).

According to the IRS defini-
tions, 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4)
organizations are both nonprofit
organizations exempt from pay-
ing federal income tax. 501(c)(3)
organizations are either a public
charity, private foundation or pri-
vate operating foundation with
open membership. 501(c)(4) or-
ganizations are civic leagues or
associations operated exclusively
for the promotion of social wel-
fare or education.

501(c)(3) organizations are not
permitted to engage in political
activity, endorse or oppose politi-
cal candidates, or donate money

WEWELCOME
YOURLETTERS!

Montague Reporter

58 4th St Turners, 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

or time to political campaigns.
On the other hand, 501(c)(4) or-
ganizations can engage in unlim-
ited lobbying so long as it pertains
to the organization’s mission. An-
other handy advantage of being a
501(c)(4) is that you do not have
to disclose your donors.

We are not arguing that the IRS
should perform extra diligence
on applications from Tea Party
groups. Frankly, we feel that any
organization that legitimately ap-
plies for this non-profit status, and
jumps through the considerable
hoops required by the IRS, should
have their application reviewed
and determined solely on the basis
of the facts stated in their request.

But there is really more to the
story than extra scrutiny by the
IRS. What worries us is the way in
which 501(c)(4)s are being used to
influence public policy and elec-
tions. Indeed, since the Supreme
Court’s Citizens United decision,
which gave corporations the same
rights as individuals, 501(c)(4)s
have played an increasingly large
role in political campaigns. In
the 2012 presidential race, for in-
stance, these “non-profits” spent
an estimated $250 million. And
not a single donor to these organi-
zations needed to be identified.

This was not the original inten-
tion of the creation of 501(c)(4)s.
A close look at the IRS regulations
for 501(c)(4)s clearly stipulates
that as a “social welfare organiza-
tion” the non-profit’s mission is
that of education for the purpose
of informing the public on is-
sues (which is what The Reporter
does). But the rules are vague and
certainly bendable.

Perhaps the best outcome is
that Congress may finally make
clearer the legal tax definitions
of non-profits. Citizens United
opened the door for what seems
to us clear abuse by political or-
ganizations of their coveted tax
exempt status.

The answer is not for the IRS to
act in a partisan fashion; the solu-
tion is for tighter controls on what
501(c)(4)s can and cannot do.

U.S. Casualties

in Afghanistan
as of 5/15/13

Wounded Deaths

2.223
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Your Government At Work

Assault Weapons
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OK!

Radiation

New EPA “Protective Action

Guide”: 81,000 picocuries

of radioactive iodine per liter

OK!

FRACKING
Methane gas in water
supply & well

contamination

OK!

K

Mimolette French Cheese

BANNED!
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Letters to / the Editor

Levenson for School Commuittee

In her time on the Gill-Montague
Regional School District Commit-
tee, Marge Levenson has been an
independent voice for the students,
for transparency, and for fiscal re-
sponsibility.

I haven’t always agreed with her,
but I’ve always known that she was
speaking her mind and not pursuing

This is a letter of enthusiastic
support of Marge Levenson for
re-election to the Gill-Montague
Regional School District school
committee. Having known Marge
and witnessed her in action during
the last year, I am excited about the
prospect of her continued member-
ship on the committee.

Marge carries with her an im-
pressive array of talent and experi-
ence. She is the owner of a success-
ful business, possessor of a sharp
intellect, a strong critical thinker,
assertive debater, and one who nev-
er shies away from difficult issues.
What you see in Marge is what you

any hidden agendas.

GMRSD has made great prog-
ress during the past several years.
To continue moving forward it will
need school committee members
who are committed to working with
the teachers, the towns, and the state
to make it the best district it can be,
while being aware of the fiscal re-

get — direct and forthright.

Her full attention as a board
member is directed to the educa-
tional improvement of all students.
She is on top of all issues, collab-
orative in nature, and aggressive in
her role as a fully engaged member
of the committee. In fact, her role as
a major contributor in the develop-
ment of the governance portion of
the Accelerated Improvement Plan
(AIP) for the district has been highly
lauded. Also, her unflinching drive
for fiscal sustainability is absolutely
necessary for the successful devel-
opment and management of district
school programs efforts.

alities within which it operates.

I believe Marge Levenson un-
derstands the issues and is ready
for that challenge. Please join me in
voting for her for GMRSD school
committee on May 20.

— Mike Naughton
Millers Falls

I think of Marge as that feisty lit-
tle woman who loves to challenge,
and respects the abilities and energy
of her committee members to do
likewise.

By the way, due to the efforts of
all committee members, Turners
Falls High School is now ranked
40" in the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts — an honor indeed.

Please vote for Marge Levenson
to continue to represent you at the
highest level.

— Sincerely,
Robert Avery
Turners Falls

Marge Levenson: Vote For Her

This letter is written in support of
the Gill-Montague School Commit-
tee candidacy of Marge Levenson. I
have known and frequently spoken
with Marge throughout her current
term on the Committee and have
admired her courage and forthright-
ness, her striving for openness and
transparency in the conduct of the

Committee’s business, the diversity
and thoughtfulness of her views,
and her obvious first focus on the
wellbeing of our students above all
other considerations.

Beyond that, she is a Commit-
tee member who goes to meetings
having read the materials and fully
prepared, and she is one of the lead-

ing proponents of fiscal sustainabil-
ity from the perspective of both the
District and the Towns.

These attributes in my view are
important and needed. I encourage
your readers to vote for her in the
Town elections on May 20.

— Tupper Brown

Leverett Library’s 10th Anniversary “A-B-C” Auction

You can bid on these items si-
lently at the library from Tuesday,
May 14 through Thursday, May 30
at 5 p.m.

Final bids will be taken at a called
auction for adults on Saturday, June
1 at 7 p.m. at the library.

Refreshments will be served!
Proxy bid forms will be available
for those who cannot attend the
June 1 event.

A Airplane Ride

A Afghan (handmade)

B British Royal Magazines

C Christmas Celebration
Nantucket

C Chili Dinner for 4

Local Bank to

By MIKE JACKSON

on

TURNERS FALLS - This Sat-
urday morning, May 18, Lt. Susan
Corey of the Franklin County Sher-
iff’s Office will conduct an iris scan
clinic at the Greenfield Savings
Bank branch on Avenue A. Adults
and children ages 5 and over are
invited to volunteer to have their
eyeballs photographed, for entry in
a nationwide registry.

Grown-ups’ scans will be stored
in a database in Phoenix, AZ used
by the National Center for Missing
Adults — Lt. Corey explains that
participation can be useful for “peo-
ple with a tendency to roam” — and

D Dean’s Beans Basket

E Ellie’s Massage

F Framed Photos by 2 Leverett
photographers

G Great Italian Meal for 4 (can
be gluten-free if desired)

H Hand-woven Scarf

I Island Vacation (Peak’s Island,
Maine)

J Japanese Original Art Work

K Kielbasa & Pierogis

L Leverett Friends of the Library
Basket

L Legos Set

M Mirror (Chippendale style)

N New Hampshire Vacation

O Outstanding Kringle Candles

P Paintings by 2 Leverett artists

Gill
Q Quilt (handmade)
R Red Sox Commemorative
Ring

S Susie’s Cookbooks & Cupcake
Pan

T Twisted Hand-Knit Scarves
(set of 3)

U Unique Time-Share Vacation

V Velvet Elvis! LOANED by Li-
brary for one year

W Wildlife Duck & Deer Prints

X Xciting chance to have your
name as a character in an Archer
Mayor book

Y Yarn of your choice for sweat-
er to be handknit

Z. Zen Painting

Help Build Vast Biometric Database

children’s with the Children’s Iden-
tification and Location Database
(CHILD) Project.

The CHILD Project, LLC and
Senior Safety Net, LLC are both
wholly owned subsidiaries of BI?
Technologies, a private corpora-
tion based in Plymouth, MA that
specializes in “biometric identity
management solutions.” In addi-
tion to these two initiatives, BI? is
working with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation on its Next Genera-
tion Identification (NGI) biometric
repository program.

The images will be stored with
names, addresses, emergency con-
tact information, and other identi-

fying data. For reasons of informed
consent, children’s records will be
stored until they turn 18, at which
point they will be deleted, accord-
ing to Lt. Corey. Iris scans have
been used to make positive identifi-
cations of abducted children.

Many of us were once finger-
printed on school field trips or in the
Cub Scouts or Brownies, or for get-
ting in trouble, but compared to iris
recognition, fingerprints are a crude
biometric tool. The government of
India has undertaken an initiative
to scan the irises of its 1.2 billion
inhabitants, in order to issue each
such catalogued person an unique

see IRIS SCAN page 5
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The street bustles in Marrakech, Morocco’s mellah district. Moroccan Jews historically lived in mellahs, walled
neighborboods that were once home to more than 225,000 Jews. Only about 3,500 remain in the country today.

MOROCCO from page 1

Connect Four grid and filled with
colorful dies. For more than nine
centuries, leatherworkers have
treated cow, goat, sheep and cam-
el hides to make bags, clothes,
slippers and shoes. After being
treated, hides are laid out on the

rooftops above the tanneries.

The medinas of other cities
are smaller, yet still bustle with
mothers ushering their children
to school, vegetable hawkers,
panhandlers and water sellers
clanking their cups together. Men
with large hand carts piled high
with Moroccan bread yell balek,

balek— look out, look out!

Often outside of the medina
proper lies the mellah, the Jewish
quartier found in most Moroc-
can cities. Meaning salt in Ara-
bic, the mellah housed, often by
force, Jews expelled first from
Jerusalem and later from Spain
and Portugal. By 1930, there

were more than 225,000 Jews liv-
ing in Morocco, many merchants,
and constituting the largest Jew-
ish population in North Africa.

Now, as few as 3,500 Jews live
in Morocco, and the mellahs are
inhabited by Muslim Moroccans
as well. The architecture remains
unique — with distinctive iron
balconies on street-side walls, in
contrast to the interior courtyards
of the medina’s homes.

Aware of its cultural and ar-
chitectural heritage, Morocco has
made significant efforts to main-
tain many of its kasbahs, me-
dinas and mellahs. With nearly
$112 million in assistance from
the U.S. government, reconstruc-
tion of historic sites within the
Fes medina is reaching comple-
tion.

In addition, nine locations
in Morocco have been named
UNESCO World Heritage Sites,
including Ait-Ben-Haddou, sev-
eral historic cities — as well as
their medinas and mellahs — and
the medinas of Tétouan, Ess-
aouira, Marrakech and Fes.

Still, other sites face the harsh
passage of time. Along the “Road
of 1,000 Kasbahs™ near Ait-Ben-
Haddou, ancient roadside kas-
bahs are left to the elements. The
imposing earth structures crum-

Finding Good Work:
Steps TO CAREER SUCCESS

Have questions about getting
started in the working world? Sign
on now to a self-directed program in
career and job exploration!

Based at the Brick House in
Turners Falls and supported by Co-
op Power, this program will bring
you real experience in the world of
work.

Youth 14-24 can meet with career
counselors, get support from a youth
coach, attend career fairs, write a
good resume, and practice inter-
viewing. A $125 stipend is given on
completion of the program.

Registration for this program is
still open. Come to the Brick House
at 24 Third Street from 2:30 to 4 on
Thursdays to meet with coordinator
Nancy Bair, or contact her by email
at nancycbair@gmail.com, or by
phone at (413) 549-3702.

Online signup is also available at
www.brickhousecommunity.org.

Please shop locally

Support
flontague Reporter

advertisers

CHOIR from page 1

cert held at the Turners Falls High
School theater on Thursday eve-
ning, May 9, they performed before
an enthusiastic and appreciative
crowd. The choir sang three pieces,
“Pie Jesu” arrangement by Greg
Gilpin, “The River Sleeps Beneath
The Sky Preview” by Mary Lynn
Lightfoot, and “Afternoon On A
Hill” arrangement by Mary Lynn
Lightfoot.

These were beautiful, gentle

LAMORE LUMBER
(FST & B BYLRINGS

Sheds *Barns - Garages

Additions ‘- Screen Porches - Kits
Red, Brown & New Black Mulch

25 Year Guarantee
We Custom Build on Your Property

www.post-beam.com
E-mail: Lamore@post-beam.com

Phone (413) 773-8388
Fax (413) 773-3188

724 Greenfield Road, Rte 5&10
Deerfield, MA 01342

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

songs and the students sang with
simple, clear voices in lovely har-
monies, with perfect timing and
enunciation. They were profession-
al in every way, disciplined, and el-
egant.

Students in the TFHS Concert
Choir are: sopranos Brooke Mar-
tineau, Samantha Estabrook. Kayla
Drumgool, Hannah Jackson, Rachel
Savinski, and Jessica Fuller; altos
Erin Simmons, Beth Laramie, Nata-
lie Torres, Autumn Patterson, Joan-
na Browning, Laren Grimard, and
Cheyenne Sell; tenors Spencer Hu-
bert, Chase Blain, and Riley Wood;
and basses Ken Leng, Emmet Turn,
Owen Ortiz.

Bradley told the audience that

YANKEE

REALTY, MOVING
& SELF STORAGE

REALTY

Big enough to deliver,
small enough to care!

MOVING

Boxes & Packing Materials
U-Haul Rentals & Movers

SELF STORAGE
Best Rates in the Valley!

74 Mohawk Trail
Greenfield, MA

774-2331

choir members had overcome big
obstacles to go on this trip. Once
they arrived, he said the students
were expected to learn something
and “when they walked into this
competition the judges loved them,
said they were so well behaved, so
easy to work with.” He acknowl-
edged the importance of having
parents who encourage and support
their children.

Bradley also honored Brooke
Martineau for all the work and sup-
port she offered to him from the
very beginning of his position as
musical director at the high school.
He said even though she was not in
his classes she would stop by and
ask what she could do to help. In
what was called a Senior Moment
she spoke to the audience about her
experience at Turners Falls High
School and performed a song which
was much appreciated by the audi-
ence.

Martineau will be graduating this

hara winds blow in from
the east.

year; she has performed in many
musicals, as well as being an out-
standing student.

Throughout the evening, Bradley
introduced each group with stories,
praise, humor and obvious affection
for the students he had patiently
prepared for these performances.

Earlier in the program the Great
Falls Middle School Chorus per-
formed, made up of middle school
students and a few high school stu-
dents who added some voices to the
mix. They sang two pieces, “Jubi-
late Deo,” which they sang sweetly
with gentle harmonies, and “Sam
the Man,” arranged with complex
rhythms and interesting patterns that
required students to keep good time
and remember where they were, as
others around them sang other por-
tions of the song in a round.

The Gill-Montague Upper Band
performed two pieces, “December
Sky” by Erik Morales and “Clouds”
by Anne McGinty. It was evident

& EXCAVATION, LLC.
New Construction

P. 413-663-0185

SCAPES BUILDERS

Renovation

www scapesbuilders.com
110 N Hillside Road  South Deerfield. MA 01373

that these students have worked
hard on perfecting their technique
and timing and so played well to-
gether, in harmony with each other
and show great promise as they
progress in their musical education.

Band members played, flute, clar-
inet, bass clarinet, alto saxophone,
French horn, trumpet, trombone and
a variety of percussion instruments.
Patricia Gardner, principal of Turn-
ers Falls High School, said she ap-
preciated the progress students had
made and looked forward to having
a strong band next year in the tradi-
tion of the high school.

At the end of the concert, with
Bradley praising and thanking ev-
eryone in his very gracious and
good humored way, he pointed out
the hard work of Melina Swanson
who teaches music to the elemen-
tary school students. He said, “She

LSS

work with.”

Campaign for Affordable Farms Benefit at Rendezvous

Site Work

TURNERS FALLS — Mount Grace Land Conser-
vation Trust is sponsoring a hip-hop music party at the
Rendezvous Lounge on May 17th, Fresh Beets for Red
Fire Farm. DI D Fresh will be spinning “old school
jams” from 9 p.m. until 1 a.m. $5 cover, 21 plus.

Proceeds will benefit the Campaign for Affordable
Farms: Red Fire Farm project. Mount Grace is working
with Red Fire Farm in Montague, to create a perma-
nently affordable whole farm conserved for the com-
munity. Mount Grace hopes to raise $400,000 to secure
the future of the farm.

For more details see mountgrace.org.

CALL 863-8666

Jill E)romberg

Montague, MA
413.367-9959

Serenity Home Organizing

decluttering, downsizing, deep clecning

clear your space, clear your mind

M
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: Your Local
Donald | Mailloux
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UPTON-MASSAMONT
REALTORS

Each Office Is Independently
Owned and Operated

(413) 665-3771 x104 Office
(413) 834-1524 Cell

(413) 423-3810 Home
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4 Elm Street, South Deerfield, MA 01373
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SoLAR HoT WATER SYSTEMS PROVIDE
60-80% OF YOUR HOT WATER!

Eligible for MassSave Heat loan program!

Great MA State
rebates cover
25% of cost

Sirum Equipment Co.,

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague

Weekdays: 8 a.m. —5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — | p.m.

$25,000 at 0% interest
for solar hot water,

insulation and

heating upgrades.

413.320.5336
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Montague WebWorks . com

Now powered by RocketFusion
info@montaguewebworks.com

make the web work for your business
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Postcards from Myanmar (Barma)

By DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS — Not many
local residents can say. “T just got
back from Burma.” But Cathe Janke
can.

Long regarded as one of the most
repressive nations in the world,
right up there with North Korea,
Eritrea and Saudi Arabia, Burma,
also known as Myanmar, has been
undergoing a rapid transformation
from entrenched military dictator-
ship to military dominated democ-
racy in the last two years, meriting a
lifting of global sanctions, and visits
last year from Hillary Clinton and
Barack Obama.

But as Janke told an audience of
about two dozen locals who came to
hear her talk and view her slideshow
at the Brick House in Turners Falls
on Monday, her reasons for visit-
ing the long-closed society over the
course of a few weeks in December
and January were spiritual and artis-
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tic in nature, not political.

In fact, when she traveled there,
to take part in a yatra (in this case,
a tour of the Burmese holy places
of Theravada Buddhism, where the
technique of Vipassana meditation
was preserved) she said, “I didn’t
know too much about the political
history. I'm glad I didn’t know.”

What emerged on the canvas
of her multimedia presentation on
Monday was a kaleidoscopic sketch
of a country immersed in dualism,
of vast mountain vistas and muddy
river deltas, of golden-spired tem-
ples and dirt-poor countryside, of
chanting monks and nuns, modern
commercial centers, and the hover-
ing shadow of communal warfare,
no-go provinces, and a regime that
still controls the levers of power af-
fecting everyday life, social media,
and the emergence of multi-party
democracy.

The dualism of the East was evi-
dent even in the way Janke turned

the tables on the normal tourist
pastime of creating photographic
travelogues as they wander through
farflung destinations. In Burma,
Janke took photographs, true, but
turned them into gorgeous watercol-
or postcards which she mailed home
to friends who helped to fund her
journey (through an internet fund-
raising site called indiegogo). And
instead of wandering from tourist
trap to tourist trap, she took part in
a “moving meditation” ten-day bus
journey to temples, monk’s caves,
and holy sites, where she would sit
for hours in contemplation with her
colleagues.

Although outside economists
regard Burma, after decades of eco-
nomic sanctions, as one of the most
impoverished, underdeveloped
countries in the world today. Janke
said the people she met there were
“very strong, and giving.” She said,
“They are always believing in their
country, to do the best to serve their
country. They told me, ‘We have so
much hope in Aung San Suu Kyi
and our new president and democ-
racy.””

She said whenever people would
give her change, or gifts, they would
hold out both hands, or hold the
wrist of one hand as they extended
the gift with the other, to symbolize,
“We are both sharing this; I don’t

own it, you don’t
own it.”

Aung San Suu
Kyi is famous for
sitting in one place.
Held under house
arrest after her party
won an overwhelm-
ing victory in nation-
al elections in 1990
for 15 of the next 20
years, she has now
emerged with the
democratic opening
to win a seat in parliament and re-
ceive the accolades of world leaders
in person, rather
than in absentia
as she was when
she received the
Nobel Peace
Prize in 1991.
Suu Kyi is now
criticized for be-
ing too cozy with
the generals who
held her captive,
and silent on
the persecution
of the Muslim
Rohingya, but
she continues to
advocate for the inclusion of ethnic
minorities in the emerging national
polity, and the end of the interethnic
strife and warfare that has charac-
terized the central government’s re-
lations with the minority groups on
the nation’s borderlands.

The images Janke brought back
from Burma are rich in color and
context, from the roadside fruit
stands and bustling markets, to the
longest teak bridge in the world, the
second tallest statue of the Buddha,
and the sacred Shwedagon Pagoda
in Yangon, which is reputed to be
the oldest in the world, and to hold

eight hairs of the Buddha among
other relics. She has transposed
many of these images into vibrant
works of art, postcards from Burma,
if you will, and you can see many of
them on her website at cathejanke.
com.

“Art connects people,” said Jan-
ke, who since her return has been
studying up on the conflicts that still
convulse Burma, even as the people
there practice daily devotions, med-
itations, and prayers (89% of the
Burmese people are Buddhists).

Janke had the opportunity to
hear S.N. Goenka, perhaps the chief

practitioner of Vipassana medita-
tion in the world today, as she sat
with others to hear his teaching in
Yangon.

The main message he delivered,
she said, is that the mindfulness
technique of sitting in quiet medita-
tion is universal, for anyone of any
religion who would like to relieve
the stress and suffering of everyday
living. “Be happy,” is Goenka’s cre-
do. A good message for the people
of Burma to hear as they emerge
from decades of authoritarian rule,
as it is for all of us.

Midsunmen N /L‘gfu't'/é Dheam ot the Shea

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

At the Shea Theater last weekend
and the next, The New Renaissance
Players will perform their produc-
tion of A Midsummer Night’s Dream
by William Shakespeare. I had the
pleasure of attending the perfor-
mance on Sunday. Shakespeare is
not easy for actors or spectators but
as long as you don’t try too hard to
understand every bit of late 16® cen-
tury English spoken here, and watch
what the actors do, there is much fun
and not a little bit of wisdom hidden
within the plays.

This is a comedy, which means it
ends happily but the path is a long
and complex one. The basic story
is of romance gone wrong, with the
main characters all in love with the
wrong person. Hermia loves Ly-
sander, but she is betrothed (prom-
ised) to Demetrius who is demand-
ing that she keep her family obli-
gation and marry him. Meanwhile,
Helena loves Demetrius who does
not even like her, if his behavior to-
wards her is as it seems. There are, of
course, royalty involved in this as is
the case frequently in Shakespeare’s
plays. They are the ones, in particu-
lar the Duke of Athens, to whom the
issue of who gets to marry Hermia
is brought to adjudicate, but truly, it
seems the fairies have more to say
about the matter. Off in the woods,
these young lovers are caught in a
fantasy, touched by magic potions
that confuse the matter further, with

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

all the wrong people tricked into love
with each other, requiring the fairies
to do more to set things right. The
confusion is further caused by a dis-
agreement between the Fairy King
and Queen whose competing spells
do much to leave the young lovers
lost and wandering in the woods,
wondering how things could go so
wrong.

With that as the basic underlying
story, there is a great deal of very
good acting in this production. Of
note is Amanda Dettloff who plays
Hermia as a young woman who is
innocent but determined to stand up
for what she wants in spite of her
father’s wishes. Her scenes with Ly-
sander (John Garrett) feel true and he
is a very sincere and attentive lover.
Christina Doe is excellent as Helena
who passionately throws herself at
Demetrius (Bartlett Doty) constantly
and repeatedly while he rejects her
with just as much determination.
Their scenes are some of the most
intense, and one cannot ignore that
the passion with which they interact
has some possibilities.

Julienne Guillaume is often the
center of attention in many scenes
as she plays Titania, the fairy queen.
Her performance is particularly
good and entertaining. She has great
stage presence with a style that has
great power. She is very present in
the part, believable in spite of the
magical nature of her being. She has
humor and grace which enriches her
performance. She is followed about

by a group of young fairies. At one
point in the first act they stop to sing
a song, with Ashley Blom (whose
fairy being is a cobweb) singing a
sweet lullaby that director Anthony
Manica wrote using Shakespeare’s
words put to music. This moment is
an example of some of the creativ-
ity brought to this production. Mar-
got Kistler plays Robin Goodfellow
(Puck) who charmingly serves as the
very clever instrument of action for
Kim Overtree (Fairy King). Quite
fun to watch, she is also occasionally
the one to tell the story and pull it to-
gether at the end. Overtree is excel-
lent in her part, as is Gilana Chelim-
sky as Bottom.

Many of these parts are of men
being played by women. Bottom
leads a group of actors (a play within
a play) who are going to present a
play, which in the end is one of the
more silly/funny scenes, although the
part about Bottom being turned into
an ass is a close second. The comic
scenes are interspersed with more
serious discussions but the audience
seemed to enjoy the comic best.

The set design is not attributed to
anyone, instead the list of those in-
volved in building the set are Jenny
Silver, Michael Glazier, Jillian Mor-
gan, Katie Knowles and Anthony
Manica, who is also the director. Al-
though I cannot give credit, the set
design is beautiful and fills the entire
play with enchantment. I do question
the use of the floor in front of the
stage so much, instead of the stage

ELLEN BLANCHETTE PHOTO

In Midsummer Nights Dream at the Shea Theater, Christina Doe (Helena)
begs Bartlett Doty (Demetrius) to give ber a chance but he only loves Hermia.
As much as he resists, she promises to continue to pursue hin.

itself. It works well with Bottom
and the players, and with the fairies
when they seem to be working in se-
cret off to the side, but when actors
lay down on the floor they are out of
sight and so we forget they are there.
Unless seated in the very front, au-
dience members cannot see the ac-
tion. I also wish they had made a real
playbill with

so well informed. That said, the pro-
duction provides a very good theatri-
cal experience.

There are still three more perfor-
mances next weekend, May 17 and
18 at 7:30 p m. and May 19 at 2 p m.
Tickets are generously priced at $10
for adults and for those under 19, en-
trance is free.

descriptions
of the scenes
as Shake-
speare is
hard enough
to follow
and a bit of
information
would be
helpful to
those who
may not be
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Spring Clean Up & Routine Care

CALL 863-8666
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Willow Tree Figurines,
Polish Pottery,
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310 Main Street, Greenfield | (413) 774-2345
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Heard Accepts Another Round
as Selectboard Chair

By JOSH HEINEMANN

The first order of business
at the May 8 Wendell select-
board meeting was to reor-
ganize, by electing a chair
for the coming year. Select-
board member Dan Keller
nominated Christine Heard,
who has been chair for sev-
eral years, and selectboard
member Jeoffrey Pooser sec-
onded the nomination. Heard
quietly accepted the position.
The next business before the
new selectboard came in the
form of Seal Lamadeleine’s
request to reserve the town
hall for a concert by the Wen-
dell chorus on May 31. The
concert is sponsored by the
recreation committee, so no
fee will be charged for the
building’s use.

Following that came two
pole hearings. The first would
install six poles by 804 New
Salem Road, and move the
electric lines to the roadside
from a stretch where they
have been taking short cut
across private land. In Sep-
tember 2012 a tree fell on the
electric line over that private
land, bent poles, and pushed
the wire into a pond. Elec-
tricity was restored quickly,
but the wire remained under
the tree, and remained live.
Some days later a cow took a
drink from the pond and was
electrocuted. After that, elec-
tricity to the downed wire
was cut. Warren Willard,
owner of the cow and one of
the property owners, spoke
in favor of the move, as did a
neighbor, Florrie Blackbird.

National Grid engineer
Lisa Jasinski said that all the
trees along one side of the
road would have to be re-
moved, along with those be-
tween the pond and the road.
Willard said, “Take them all.
Most of them have been gir-
dled by the horses anyway.”
Blackbird concurred, want-
ing more of a clearing by the
road. Highway commissioner
Harry Williston only said that
the poles should be several
feet from the road itself to al-
low room for the snow plow.

The second pole hearing
would allow wires to be re-
routed at the junction of Po-
ske Place and Farley Road,
and would require stub poles
and anchors along with the
poles that support the wires.
Williston said that there was
a problem because some of
the braces, as they are now
marked with stakes, would
be too close to the road. The
selectboard agreed to have

the hearing continued to their
next regular meeting, which
will allow road boss Rich
Wilder and a National Grid
engineer to look at the site
and the stakes, and decide
what can be worked out.

Internet connection at
town buildings

Robbie Heller tried to
explain the possibilities and
choices available for con-
necting Wendell’s town
buildings to the Massachu-
setts Broadband Initiative
(MBI)’s middle mile fiberop-
tic cable. After some techni-
cal talk, and consideration of
the projected cost as outlined
by librarian Rosie Heidkamp,
the Wendell selectboard de-
cided that for the purposes
of a town meeting warrant
article, the safe choice was to
ask for $6,000 for set up and
$7,000 for a year of monthly
bills. If the cost is lower, the
money saved will be returned
to free cash. Heller said that
the fiberoptic cable should be
ready by July.

There is a charge for each
connection to a building, and
a monthly charge. It may
be possible to connect only
one building, and then relay
a wireless signal from that
building to the other town
buildings in the town center.
Since the distance that signal
would travel is short, relative
to the distance a signal has to
travel from a satellite, there
will be no latency, and an
interruption in service is less
likely.

Heidkamp outlined both
the monthly and set-up costs
for three internet service
providers; Crocker, Corner
Stone, and Access Plus which
is the ISP that provides the
library with internet service,
relayed from Springfield to
Mount Grace to the Wendell
police station and library.

Heard said a taskforce
should form to understand
all the possibilities and costs,
and make a recommendation
to the selectboard when a
decision has to be made. On
that taskforce will be: Chris
Maselli, from the police de-
partment, which now has a
high bill from HughesNet,
along with special concerns
about privacy and security:
Robbie Heller, Doug Tanner
and Garrett Sawyer, from the
Fin Com; Jim Slavas as fa-
cility engineer; and Robbie
Leppzer from WiredWest.

Leppzer said that the deci-
sions the town makes about
its MBI connection will not

affect the later connection to
all homes in town through
WiredWest.

In a separate issue, Lep-
pzer asked that the town
reimburse him and Nan
Riebschlaeger for mileage
expense that they incur trav-
eling “all over the map... to
towns I never even heard of”
for the monthly meetings of
WiredWest. After checking
that other town workers get
mileage reimbursement, the
selectboard agreed to put an
article on this year’s war-
rant for $600, which is what
they estimate their expense
was. At the 2014 annual town
meeting that expense will be
part of Article 4.

Other Details

Following the recommen-
dation of the state election
commissioner, town clerk
Gretchen Smith suggested a
bylaw requiring petitioned
articles for the annual town
meeting be submitted 25
days before the meeting, al-
lowing time for the clerk
to check signatures and for
the warrant to be posted one
week in advance of the meet-
ing. Petitioned articles for a
special town meeting would
have to be submitted 35 days
in advance of the meeting, to
allow for the warrant to be
posted two weeks before the

meeting.
Outgoing Fin Com chair
Michael Idoine requested

a town meeting article that
would move the town meet-
ing day from Monday night
to a Saturday, with the hope
of attracting more people.
Keller suggested that article
be worded as a resolution,
like the article in support of a
medical marijuana dispensa-
ry, and be non-binding, to get
an idea of people’s opinions.
The selectboard accepted
the low bid of $3,250 from
Tri-County Construction for
replacing the basement door
to the town hall. Keller and
Williston will consult about
regrading outside that door
so water is directed away and
the new door does not rot.
The selectboard accepted
the low bid of $3,200 from
Wendell resident Lisa Pepin
for painting the senior center.
Window sills and some clap-
boards should be replaced
or repaired first, and Keller
said he would ask building
and grounds coordinator Ted
Lewis to look at that before
Pepin starts to paint. The bid

see WENDELL page 9

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Sidewalks & Sewer Emergency Update

By PATRICIA PRUITT

After approving six weeks’
worth of selectboard minutes
and executive sessions, Mark
Fairbrother and Chair Chris
Boutwell had two other im-
portant items of business: a
request for monthly use of
downtown sidewalks brought
by Riverculture coordinator
Lisa Davol, and an update by
Superintendents Bob Trom-
bley and Tom Bergeron on
the progress and next steps in
the ongoing sewer emergency
at Industrial Boulevard and
Millers Falls Road.

Downtown Sidewalk Use

Davol explained that she,
along with downtown busi-
nesses and artists, were plan-
ning on a Thursday Night Out
in Turners to happen the 3rd
Thursday of each month from
June through October, to take
advantage of nicer weather
and to bring people downtown
to enjoy themselves through
diverse offerings on the side-
walks and in shops.

Abbondanzio  explained
use of the sidewalks would
require a patio permit, and
people would have to keep
access open for walkers and
handicapped persons along
the sidewalk.

Fairbrother said he needed
to see more specifics about
what and where was planned
along sidewalks. Davol said
she was to attend a second
meeting to discuss those spe-
cifics, and would return with
that information. She wanted
to know if a specific business
could geta patio permit for one
Thursday evening a month for
the period proposed. She did
not really get an answer to
that question.

Sewer Emergency Update
Trombley and Bergeron,
both appearing rather som-
ber, came forward to bring the
town up to date on the sewer
emergency. A mind-boggling
pipe fact was shared by Bob
Trombley regarding transite
asbestos/concrete piping in
North America: there are some

300,000 miles of this type of
piping, originally installed in
the 1950s, and evidencing at
this point a break per mile.

His next bit of news fol-
lows on the heels of that fact:
a second segment of pipe, ap-
proximately 350 feet long, has
also been found to have block-
ages. Therefore, contractor
CDM Smith Inc. has taken a
survey, completed borings of
the damage. and has prepared
a document for the four con-
tractors to bid on by Friday,
May 17.

The bid will be chosen on
Monday, May 20. The work
is scheduled for 40 days, and
will include both Industrial
Boulevard and Millers Falls
Road, plus some work at Hill-
side Plastics and at the trailer
park.

Trombley and Bergeron
made the decision to continue
hauling waste by septage haul-
ers during the repair period as
it is less interfering with any
repair work.

The board adjourned to go
into three executive sessions.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG
Vandalism, Threats & Various Disturbances

Monday, 5/6 Returned to home. port taken. ing/harassment, [l
11:42 am. Burglary 11:23 pm. Loud 8:50 am. Vandalism, East Main Street. Re-
/breaking & entering, noise  disturbance, Turners Falls ferred to an officer.

Il Millers Falls Rd.
Services rendered.
1:23 p m. Safety haz-
ard, sand pit, Plains
Road. Services ren-
dered.

2:31 pm. Trespass-
ing, Hassay-Savage
Co., Industrial Bou-
levard. Services ren-
dered.

4:37 p.m. Larceny,
Turners Falls High
School. Referred to
an officer.

4:37 p m. Larceny, .
Chestnut Street. Re-
ferred to an officer.
6:02 p.m. Vandalism,
Eighth Street at T
Street. Investigated.
6:28 p.m. Domestic
disturbance, L Street.
Investigated.

10:41 p.m. Arrest-

on East Main Street.
Tuesday, 5/7

2:15 p.m. Threaten-
ing/harassment,
Fourth Street. Re-
ferred to an officer.
4:51 p.m. Missing
person, Turners Falls.

Fourth Street. Peace
restored.
‘Wednesday, 5/8
12:10 am. Loud
noise disturbance,
Lake Pleasant Road.
Investigated.

9:34 p m. Vandalism,
Eleventh Street. Re-
ferred to an officer.
9:50 p.m. Burglary /
breaking & entering,
24 G Street. Investi-
gated.

Thursday, 5/9

12:08 p.m. Larceny,

-Avenue A. Re-

port taken.
2:40 p.m. Threaten-
ing/harassment, [l

Lake Pleasant Road.
Referred to an offi-
cer.

6:40 p.m. Threaten-
ing/harassment, [
East Main Street. Ad-
vised of options.

8:40 pm. Domestic

disturbance, = Mon-
tague City Road. In-
vestigated.

9:09 pm. Assault,
Il Third Street. In-
vestigated.

Friday, 5/10
7:39 a.m. Vandalism,
Il Third Street. Re-

Road. Services ren-
dered.

1:15 p.m. Summons
issued for a motor ve-
hicle violation at post
office, Avenue A.
6:29 p.m. Loud noise
disturbance, [ Third
Street. Services ren-
dered.

9:36 pm. Unwanted
person, [l Third
Street. Peace re-
stored.

11:08 p m. Burglary /
breaking & entering,
I Federal Street.
Services rendered.
11:32 p.m. Domestic

disturbance, Bridge
Street. Person not
found.

Saturday, 5/11

12:37 am. General
disturbance, The Ren-
dezvous, Third Street.
Person not found.
1:24 a.m. Loud noise
disturbance, [ |
Fourth Street. Peace
restored.

4:32 p.m. Environ-
mental incident,
Crocker Avenue at
Oakman Street. Re-
ferred to another
agency.

4:49 pm. Threaten-

6 p.m. Personal well-
being check, Peske-
omskut Park. Services
rendered.

11:31 p.m. Disorderly
conduct, Route 63
Roadhouse, Federal
Street. Investigated.
Sunday, 5/12

12:46 am. Investi-
gated open door/win-
dow, Montague Town
Hall.

1:10 a.m. General dis-
turbance, Farren Care
Center, 340 Montague
City Road. Dispersed
gathering.

9:18 am. Larceny,
Third Street. Services
rendered.

10:11 a.m. Vandalism,
I Randall Street.
Referred to another
agency.

2:50 p.m. Larceny,
Rite Aid, Avenue A.
Report taken.

4:09 pm. Drug/nar-
cotics violation, First
Street alley. Referred
to an officer.

7:52 pm. Illegal
dumping, Fam-
ily Dollar, Avenue A.
Services rendered.

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Greenfield Imported Car Sales
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner

SALES * SERVICE * PARTS @
WHERE Economy 1S KING

AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS
Toyota, Honda, Subaru, Hyundai

L.

- 413-774-5517
335 High Street, Greenfield

-«

greenfieldimportedcars.com (sales)
A, GICP.com (parts: 774-2819) g,

Pipiones
"’p_\sﬁim
* Fishing supplies; Live bait

* Fishing & Hunting Licenses

® Paintball & coz Refills

®* Guns & Ammo

Call Now for Free
Energy Audit
413-775-9006

Bryan G. Hobbs
Remodeling Contractor

Blown Cellulose Insulation » Airsealing « Energy Audits
Replacement Doors & Windows * Roofing = Siding
Home Repairs * Spray Foam Insulation

Bryan G. Hobbs
346 Conway St.
Greenfield

GREAT SEAFOOD &
Goobp TIMES
Irish Seisun Music
Thursday 4 to 7
Friday 9 to 1

~ &
%75'}( ‘P‘\S

163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst
(413) 548-6900

Onsite Software
Supporton PCs and
Macs from Windows
to Office to
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
863-5030

SALES » SERVICE » INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

Devine Overhead Doors
Gerry Devine

106 West Street
Hadley, MA. 01035

Hampshire: 586-3161
Franklin: 773-9497

Open 7 am 7 days a week !
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246
r TNT PRODUCTIONS
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
Iy q “We Know Entertalnment”
B
4 % Free Consultation
* State of the Art Sound
‘ * Best Music for all Ages/Occasions
* Karaoke System Rental
* Reasonable Rates

Steven Therien
413-522-6035
www.tntprodj.net

Septic & Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam

Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462

COMPLETE
S1TE WORK

Hartnett Plumbing

Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning,
Remodeling, Repairs

”

“We give you a place to go

184 Jacksonville Road
Colrain 413-624-0044

Serving all of Franklin County
Mass. License #13175
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ALL THE TIME:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

The Millers Falls Library Club:
Free after school program. 3:30
to 4:45 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Poker
tournament, with cash prizes.
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library: Children and
their families are invited to come
enjoy stories, crafts, music, ac-
tivities and snacks. 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny.
9 p.m to midnight. Friday Night
Karaoke. Free.

Avenue A & 2nd St., Turners
Falls: Farmers Market. 2 - 6 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
and Laurie Davidson. Children
and their caregivers are invited.
10 to 11 a.m. Free.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip,
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Free.

ART SHOWS:

Great Falls Discovery Center:
colorful paper quilts and story
quilts created by K-8 students.

THE LADY
KILLIGREW:

Awesome Beer

[ '}/()(/
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Amazing, .
Employees!
440 Creenfield Rd, Montague MA

7 Days / Sam = 11 pi (at least)
(413)367-9666

Amazing

Awesome

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION
Nina’s Nook, Turners Falls: Ce-
lestial Cafe featuring three-di-
mensional collage by artist Emily
Goodwin. Now through June 22.

LOCAL EVENTS:

THURSDAY, MAY 16
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half
Shaved Jazz. 8 p.m., free.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Tommy
Filiault & Friends, acoustic

Hall, Wendell: The Wildcat
O’Halloran Band. Blues. “Tradi-
tional without being moldy.” Ben-
efit for the Young Entrepreneurs
Society. Open mic at 7:30, main
act at 8 p.m. Baked goods, slid-
ing scale cover, good times.

Montague Bookmill: Jay Mascis,
guitar player, famous for being in
Deep Wound with the guy who
would later front Folk Implosion,
who did that one song that was
in that movie by the guy who
made Spring Breakers. Openers
are Eric Gagne’s new Passerine,
and singer’s singer Dredd Foole.
OK Mascis is also in Witch. Tick-
ets on sale May 11. 8 p.m., $

Flywheel, Easthampton: Swells,
Cheap Love, Flown Past, and
Neoteric, screamo, post-hard-
core and whatnot. 8 p.m., all
ages / substance-free, $.

rock. 8:30 to 11 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 17

Pothole Pictures, Memorial
Hall, Shelburne Falls: Root |
Hog Or Die, second screen-
ing. Music at 7 p.m.: Paul
Crook & Carol DelLorenzo, |
celtic music. Screening at |i§
7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater Tumers

Dream 7:30p.m., $

Falls: Mark Nomad, blues.

8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Fresh Beets for Red Fire Farm,
old school dance party. Dona-
tions encouraged.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Josh
Levangie & the Mud, Blood,
& Beer Band, singing all your
Johnny Cash favorites and much
more. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 18

Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall,
Shelburne Falls: Root Hog Or
Die, a 1974 documentary about
horse farming in Franklin County.
Newly restored. Music at 7 p.m.:
Whistlestop, fiddle & banjo. Pan-
el discussion featuring director
and local farmers. Screening at
7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 7:30
p.m.,$

Greenfield High School: Pioneer
Valley Symphony’s final “At the
Movies” concert, Mozart and
Mahler at the Movies. They'll
do the Overture to the Marriage
of Figaro and the Vesperae so-
lenne de confessore, and then
Mahler’s 4th, all of which should
be familiar to the filmgoing pub-
lic. 7230 p.m., $

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Town

Western Mass lifer |. Mascis will plaj a solo set at the
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Montague Bookmill this Saturday night. This is a big
deal for rock bookstores everywhere. 8 p.m., §

Arts Block Café, Greenfield: Al-
ternaprom, a benefit for the Cen-
ter School. With DJ Z and an
‘80s photo booth by Chattman
Photography. Visit centerschool.
net for tickets. 8 p.m., $

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Fancy Trash, indie folk rock. 8
p-m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Rockit Queer dance party, with
mystery guest DJ. 9:30 p.m., $
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Turn it Loose, classic rock.
9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 19

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: New
Renaissance Players presents
A Midsummer Night's Dream. 2
p.m,$

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Ray Mason, indie rock. 2:30
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Lin-
da Cunningham reading & book
party, 6 p.m., free.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
SundayFunday with Marlene &
Friends. 8 p.m., free.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: John
Sheldon, up close & personal. 8
to 10 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 20

s o 3]
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- n"s‘ai*ﬂ £ ley and Catfox. 8 p.m., $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bin-
go themed rave. Glowsticks not
provided. PLUR.

THURSDAY, MAY 23

Leverett Elementary School: 4th
Grade Play, first show, 9:30 a.m.

Leverett Elementary School:
4th Grade Play, second show, 7
p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The
Surly Temple, featuring Jim Hen-
ry, Guy DeVito, Doug Plavin &
Tommy Boynton. 8 to 10 p.m.
PeskeomskutPark, Turners Falls:
The Shea Theater presents Mov-
ies in the Park, with a screening
of Field of Dreams (1989, PG),
the one with Kevin Costner and
baseball and positive affirmation
/ optimism / ghosts. Free, 7 to 9
p.m.

Montague Bookmill: Pioneer Val-

ley Regional School E Theo-

ry Band. Free, 8 p.m.

, FRIDAY, MAY 24

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield:

alina & Alexey Khomchik,
ussian folk music. 7 p.m.,

ontague Bookmill: Dire
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ing lady trio, with Wes Buck-

=T Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne
Falls: SisterMonk, folk alter-
native pop. 8 p.m.
Flywheel, Easthampton:
Broken Water, Bunny’s a
Swine, Funsuck, and Grammer-
horn Wren, variations on fuzzy
nth-wave shoegrunge revival. 8
p.m., all ages / substance-free,
$.

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Bow
Thayer & Perfect Trainwreck,
rock America style. 9 p.m., $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Hob-
son’s Razor, reggae/rock/funk.
9:30p.m, $

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Roogaroos, classic rock.
9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 25

The Brick House, Turners Falls:
H'Art & Soul presents eclectic
folk-rocker Marc Black. Children
under 17 free; suggested dona-
tion for adults. 1to 2 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Christa Joy, singer/songwriter,
with special guest Fireseed, celt-
ic appalachian folk. 7:30 p.m.
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Ot-
tomatic Slim, chicago-style blues.
9 to 11:30 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Reprobates, blues rock ‘n’
roll. 9:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Frost
Heaves, Original Cowards, indie
rock. 9:30 p.m., free.

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PLIRES

Friday May 17th and
Saturday May 18th at 7:30 p.m.
ROOT HOG OR DIE

Local horse farming documentary!
1974, b&w, NR, 60 min.

Music before the movie, 7 p.m.:
Fri. Crook/DeLorenzo, Sat. Whistlestop

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

?ﬁfuﬁ; PXp ]

The Brick House
COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls
Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00

Movement Studio
Community Education
Green Jobs Training

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

413-863-9576

NSNS

Thursday, 5/16 8:30 to 11 p.m.
Tommy Filiault & friends, acoustic folk

Friday, 5/17 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Josh Levangie & Mud Blood & Beer

Sunday, 5/19 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
John Sheldon, up close & personal

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

www. DejaBrewPub.com
S BIIBIEN
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HALF SHAVED JAZZ ,T

FRI5/17 $5
(hip-hop dance party)

SAT5/18 FREE
ROCKIT QUEER

SUNS5/19 9PM FREE j

ﬂ.

o

: s ranf cams
THURS 5/16 Bpm FREE
Fresh Beets for Red Fire Farm
No-DJ, all-GIRL- TALK!
STONE COYOTES frock)

| MON5/20 8pm FREE
F BINGOM

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

75 Main Street; Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01360

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR

Renaissance
Builders

CRUISE

Office: (413) 498-0207 %2
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413) 863-9166
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsoni@comcast.net

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Quality, Craftsmanship, riginal Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

L

ok

COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 |
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

& TRAVEL

>

888-763-3143

Matthew Edwards
Certified Arborist

‘\l
"

Wendell, MA

EDWARDS TREE 5ERVIL'E o )

Tree Climbing Specialist * Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding « Practicing Fine Arboriculture

Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift * Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. *Insurance and Liability,

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM T;

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Lounllcs \

413-325-7823 or 978-544-7452

/"

61‘7—,4

Serving the Area far over 25 years

; N X - ‘ We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
TR Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

» Dead Bolts

« Household Lock Sets

* We Master Key & Re-Key

= Safe Combinations Changed

Locksmith - CRL

Brian R. San Soucie

Certified « Bonded® Insut it

Nina's

wed, - thurs.: 4 -6
fri-sat.:1-6

art . craft . d

NooR, iz

Uniquities, Frivolities &
Unnecessariums

125a Avenue A,
Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www, ninasnook.com

esign

EDL

featuring:

| Make
Lamps Lite!

GOOD USED

Dealer in used
Home Furnishings
SMALL FURNITURE » COLLECTIBLES « DECORATIVES
374 Deerfield Street » Greenfield
Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

Open 7 Days a Week

USAEBLES

-

fine instruments
bought and sold
repatred and restored

; Fretted [nstrument Workshop
QA 49 So. Pleasant St, Amherst, Mass. 01002 |
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180 Main Street, Greenfield s 4137

We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines!

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology + old-fashioned personal service

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* oversize copies

+ files accepted via email
monday-friday - 8:30 am to 6 pm

74-3500+ greenfield@copycatprintshop.com
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRIN

By LESLIE BROWN
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A string of unusually warm
temperatures followed by drench-
ing rain brought us right into late
spring.

We are experiencing what Yan-
kees call “an on year”. The bloom
on everything is huge. Plants which
didn’t even throw a blossom last
year have bloomed extraordinarily.
We have slipped almost seamlessly
from early bulbs, to the extravagant
blooming of the fruit trees to the
azaleas and rhododendrons. The
early leaves on the trees have un-
furled to summertime size and even
the latest, the ash and the locust are
budded.

The weeds, ditto. We had snipped
and dug out most of the unwanted
growth in the beds edging the yard.
Almost overnight new weeds albeit

THE GARDENER’S COMPANION

different ones have appeared to fill
the spaces.

Orioles have returned to join
the Bluebirds, Cardinals, Titmouse
and Chickadee. The Phoebe and
the Thrushes carol anew. The tree
frogs have replaced the chorus of
the peepers.

Sweet, tart spring so slow to
start, so quick to leave. Two more
birthdays and we are both a year
older.

So, before the heat of summer,
the list: The asparagus beetles are
hatching. Ihave pored over the in-
gredient list of two of the “organic”
products for insect control. These
insecticidal soaps can be safely
used up to a day before crop har-
vest. I read more. They are also
skin irritants, hazardous to aquatic
invertebrates and toxic to bees. So
much for organic. Apparently the
other clean option is to pick off and
destroy the offending creatures.
We’ll give that a try and give the
so-called safe options a miss.

We have purchased fencing and
posts which await trench digging
and installation. Last weekend I put
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in a strawberry bed. Now, as soon
as it dries out a bit, I need to make
sure that the heavy downpours have
not uncovered the crowns of these
new plants. I may have to mound
the dirt up around them again to
protect them against the expected
late frosts.

I hope to clean out the weeds in
the beds edging the lawn one more
time and then plant spreading pe-
rennials like ground covers and day
lilies which should be able to re-
claim these spaces again. It’s also
time to snip and dig out the newly
sprouting Bittersweet again before
it really takes hold and prune the
multiflora rose out of the honey-
suckle and flowering quince.

In the sunroom the tomatoes are
ready for transplanting and feed-
ing. We’ll progress from seaweed
to real plant food for these rapidly
growing babies. It’s not too late to
start melon and squash seeds for a
head start this summer. We are har-
vesting lettuce and asparagus and
hope to see the pea plants show a
growth spurt after the rain.

After these labors, it will be a
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treat to get pots of flowering plants
ready to hang or set around the yard.
You can buy lovely pots already set
with flowers, vines and grasses, but
if you have the time and inclina-
tion, it can be cheaper and great fun
to buy a mix of flats and create your
own. LastyearIenjoyed adding col-
ored grasses — just a sprig or two-to
pots of pansy, impatience and petu-
nias. Ialso discovered sweet potato
vine. It comes in several colors of
foliage and is hardy and vigorous in
growth. T also learned that it needs
to be planted with flowers of some
height and equal strength or it will
take over the pot.

For years my late husband
Woody and I grew some sixty or
seventy odd tomato plants and gave
most of them to friends, family and
neighbors. I continued this tradition
in his memory for several more.
This year as I get nearer to the sev-
enty mark, we have downsized, not
for lack of generosity, rather as a
necessary accommodation to the
limits of our energy and the number
of other projects we want to under-
take.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE ERVING POLICE LOG

Arrest on French King Highway

Monday, 5/6 scene.

5:45 pm. Suspicious

11:13 a.m. Loose dog

Friday, 5/10
2:14 pm. Medical

%’w.,: J ,f AWARDS CELEBRATION!
YOU ARE INVITED!

WEDNESDAY MAY 22, 6 TO 8 PM
TURNERS FALLS ELKS CLUB

Multi-cultural dinner and entertainment, activities and
awards to youth and adult “unsung heroes” that have
helped make Gill Montague a better place.

This event is FREE but you MUST pre-register by May 13t to
attend as seating is limited. Register on-line at
www.gmpartnership.org or Call Kara 863-7512 or Cate at
863-3604 or e-mail us: pd@gmpartnership.org

vehicles at rest area on
Route 2. Both subjects
advised to move along.
Tuesday, 5/7

6:50 a m. Report of ille-
gal dumping at Erving-
side Fire Department.
Under investigation.
7:15 a.m. Arrested

operating a motor ve-
hicle with a suspended/
revoked license, which
was for operating under
the influence.

10:27 am. Medi-
cal emergency. River
Street. Assisted on

reported at town hall.
Owner located and ad-
vised of bylaw.

4:30 pm. Assisted
Montague PD in search
for missing child.
Wednesday, 5/8

11:55 a.m. Report of
small brush fire near
railroad tracks off West
Main Street. Same han-
dled by Erving Fire.
3:30 p.m. Well-being
check on Lillian’s Way
resident. Found to be
fine.

Thursday, 5/9

9:30 p.m. Report taken
about harassing text
messages.

emergency, East Main

Street. Assisted on
scene.
Saturday, 5/11

10:15 pm. Disabled
motor vehicle on Route
2. Found to be fine.
Moved along.

Sunday, 5/12

11 a.m. Alarm at French
King Restaurant. Found
to be secure.

11:59 a.m. Domestic
disturbance  reported
at Route 2 rest area by
Mountain Road. Found
to be all-verbal.

11:383 pm. Alam
on East Main Street.
Found to be all set.

There is value in the notion of
a bucket list. While we expect to
be well and active for a good bit of
time to come, we are also mindful
that like the spring we will not last
forever and there is much left we
want to do. We shorten the list of
projects for the yard and garden a
little and make plans for traveling
we still want to do. This summer
will include a camping trip on Lake
Champlain as well as the annual
trek to the coast of Maine for ocean
therapy. There are many books to
be read and new studies to take up,
walks to take and friends to spend
time with.

One of the gifts of spring is its
reminder of renewal and new birth.
It is a reenergizing time which gets
the sluggish winter blood moving
and the spirit alight. If it is warm
and then chill again, we still relish
this time before the heavy heat of
summer, the biting insects and the
humidity. Spring may be short-
lived but it has freshness and spar-
kle like no other time of year.

Enjoy this fragile season, dig
your hands into the dirt, plant anew,
but don’t forget to enjoy the bright-
ness of the greens, the sharpness of
the blue, the bird song and the scent
of flowers. Take a break for con-
templation and let your garden feed
your soul.

Happy
dening.

Montague Dog Owners Have
Until May 30 to Register Dogs

May 30 is the deadline to regis-
ter dogs in Montague at the Town
Clerk’s Office. A $20 fine will be
added to the registration fee after that
date. On June 1, the police will begin
licensing enforcement. A license is
$5 for neutered or spayed dogs, $10
for an unaltered dog. The Clerk’s of-
fice requires proof of rabies vaccina-
tion, and also of spaying or neutering
unless already previously provided.

License renewals may be ob-
tained through the town’s website,
www montague.net, only if your
dog’s rabies vaccination that was
used for last year’s registration has
not yet expired.

The Town Clerk’s office is open
Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays
from 8:30 a m. to 5:30 p.m., and on
Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m.

spring and happy gar-

LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
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Rep. McGovern to Hold Open
Office Hours May 18

U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern will
hold one-on-one office hours for
residents of: Belchertown, Ware,
Hardwick, New Salem; Ambherst,
Leverett, Pelham, Shutesbury;
Deerfield, Greenfield, Montague,
Gill; Northfield, Irving, and Wen-
dell on Saturday, May 18th.

At office hours, constituents will
have the opportunity to discuss is-
sues with Rep. McGovern.

Rep. McGovern’s Schedule:

For residents of Belchertown,
Ware, Hardwick, New Salem: 8:30

to 9:30 a.m., Ware Cafe, 24 West
Main Street, Ware.

For residents of Ambherst, Lev-
erett, Pelham, Shutesbury: 10 to 11
am., Black Sheep Deli, 79 Main
Street, Amherst.

For residents of Deerfield,
Greenfield, Montague, Gill: 11:30
am. to 12:30 p m., Lady Killigrew,
440 Greenfield Road, Montague.

For residents of Northfield, Erv-
ing, Wendell: 1 to 2 p m., Northfield
Coffee & Books, 105 Main Street,
Northfield.

Here’s the way it was on May 15,
2003: News from the Montague
Reporter s archive.

Mother’s Day Stands for Peace

While Mothers Day is generally
celebrated with flowers, brunches
and family gatherings, when the hol-
iday began in 1872 it was meant to
be an annual mothers day for peace.
In honor of the original spirit of the
holiday, North Quabbin Women in
Black, a local peace group, held a
silent procession from Athol to Or-
ange on Saturday, May 10.

Wendell: Campaigners
Snarl Traffic

Dozens of complaints about
parking delays at the annual election
prompted the selectboard to start
drafting a policy regulating cam-
paigning outside elections. Town
clertk Anna Hartjens said about a
hundred people complained about
delayed access to the polls or being

forced to stop by campaigners walk-
ing in front of their cars. While they
cannot prohibit leafleting more than
150 feet from the polls, officials do
have a right to keep traffic moving
along, she said.

Montague: Dancing Into Spring

People passing by the town com-
mon on Montague Center on May
3 were witness to a time-honored
tradition that has its roots in the ru-
ral villages of England from centu-
ries ago. The maypole dance, with
children winding ribbons round the
pole uniting heaven and earth, had
given way to troops of men and
women clad in white and green with
ribbons on their shirts and bells on
their ankles.

Public Forum on

Millers Watershed
Communities in the Millers
River watershed will have an op-
portunity to work together to bring

about a shared vision for open space
and recreation in the region for a
public forum on Tuesday, May 20.
Although the Massachusetts Wa-
tershed Initiative was discontinued
by the Romney administration, the
state is proceeding with develop-
ment of a regional open space plan
for the Millers River Watershed.

Editorial: What’s Wrong
With This Picture?

The Gill-Montague schools have
endured deep cuts over the past few
years. But those cuts will look like
child’s play compared to the ones
coming down the pike from Bos-
ton this fiscal year. With a “no new
taxes” governor, and a legislature
reduced to whistling in the wings,
there seems to be no hope for re-
lief in state aid figures this year. It’s
enough to make us want to don a
sprig of evergreen and start another
Shay’s Rebellion.
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187 Aveénue A Turners Falls, MA « 413-863-4346

www.thegilltavern.com
A ; 326 Main Road, Gill, MA

woodfired pizzeria

119 Avenue A, Turners Falls

Turnm ’Fa/é Pizza House

Family Owned & Operated

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years
Dave Argy, Family & Staff

PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS

www.turnersfalispiza.com
(413) 863-8000

Realtor,
www.PioneerValleyliving.com

CALL 863-8666

a2 i B B
Te(§ill Tavern

Come Fora Drink, Stay For a Meal
Now serving Sunday Brunch! [10am-2pm

Open Wed - Sun at 5 Pm
413-863-9006

LOOKING to BUY
or SELLa HOME?

Call Michele Johnson
413-522-6912

MicheleJohnsonRealtoraGmail.com
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