
By Ellen Blanchette 

When Michael Bradley, 
musical director for the Gill-
Montague regional school 
district, came to the school 
committee last year seeking 
approval for a trip to the World 
Strides Heritage Performance 
program in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, it was easy for them 
to say yes. Members thanked 
him for his enthusiasm and 
were excited to have a musi-

cal director with his energy 
and creative ideas. He said 
he thought it would be good 
for his students to see what 
else was out there, to hear 
other choirs, and meet music 
students from all around the 
country. 

Bradley said when he 
went to the choir competition 
this April in Williamsburg, he 
had no illusions that his choir, 
built of students he’d only 
met this year, would win. As 

he told it last week, standing 
on the stage with the Turners 
Falls High School Concert 
Choir behind him, when they 
were put in a category with 
schools ten times the size of 
TFHS, he was worried. 

But he is always enthusi-
astic about his students’ abili-
ties and encourages them to 
do their best. Their best won 
them Second Place in their 
category! As he stood hold-
ing the plaque, with the choir 

behind him preparing to sing, 
he was glowing in his praise 
of their hard work and ac-
complishment. 

When Bradley started to 
plan the trip last fall, he had 
ten students signed up for 
choir but as the word got out 
students kept signing up and 
by the time they left in April 
there were 19 students on 
that bus. At the Spring Con-

By DAVID DETMOLD

With at least one, and pos-
sibly two, openings on the 
school committee remaining 
unfilled after annual town 
meeting, the selectboard 
moved to set up a joint meet-
ing on May 28 to appoint an 
interim candidate, or two, to 
the school committee.

The question of whether 
there are one or two openings 
to be filled arose as a result of 
the election to the committee 
on April 27 of Sheila Hunt-
er, a former principal of the 
Leverett Elementary School, 
who is currently principal of 
another Union 28 elementary 
school, Swift River School in 
New Salem.

Reached by phone this 
week, Hunter said she be-
lieves she is ineligible to 
serve on the school commit-
tee until her retirement from 
Swift River becomes effec-
tive in mid-July, because, as 
she put it, “I am an employee 
of Union 28. The school com-
mittee is the superintendent’s 
boss. The superintendent is 
my boss. I can’t be her boss.” 

On Tuesday, town clerk 
Lisa Stratford told the select-
board she had had several 
conversations with state elec-
tion officials in Boston who 
were unwilling to advise her 
that Hunter’s election to the 
school committee was con-
trary to state law; they re-

ferred her instead to the state 
ethics commission, which 
will not comment about how 
to resolve the potential con-
flict of interest, Stratford said, 
except to Hunter herself.

Hunter said she intended 
to attend school committee 
meetings, informally, until her 
retirement in July, at which 
time, she said, she would be 
willing to serve on the school 
committee if appointed. 

She said, “It is my under-
standing there is a member 
of the school board who was 
leaving the school board who 
is willing to fill the seat until 
that time.” 

Aaron Somoza and Dawn 
Sacks are the two school 
committee members who de-
clined to stand for reelection 
in April.

Meanwhile, selectboard 
member Peter d’Errico said, 
“We’re at a crucial stage in 
the contract talks [with Lev-
erett Elementary staff]. We 
need a functioning committee 
to make decisions.” 

He noted that one of the 
current school committee 
members, Sarah Dolven, is 
married to an LES teacher, 
making her ineligible to vote 
on teacher contracts. 

Without Dolven as a vot-
ing participant, the commit-
tee may now lack a quorum 
to finalize the contract, and 
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By Katie Nolan

The 2012 Erving annual 
town report, presented at the 
May 8 annual town meeting, 
was dedicated to Collis and 
Elizabeth Adams, in recogni-
tion of their 55 years of ser-
vice to the town.

Collis Adams was town 
treasurer from 1958 to 1984, 
was town clerk in 1967, and 
has been on the Council on 
Aging from 1998 to 2012. 

According to the town re-
port dedication, “He is still 
currently active in the Erv-

ing Senior Center and plays a 
mean game of pool.”

Elizabeth Adams was the 
first woman elected to a se-
lectboard in Franklin County 
in 1970.  She served on the se-
lectboard until 1975 and was 
instrumental in helping with 
the planning and building 
of the wastewater treatment 
plants, the Erving Elementa-
ry School (EES), the Erving 
Center and Ervingside fire 
stations, and the renovation 
of the Erving Town Hall.  

She served on the regional 
school district planning com-

mittee from 1967 to 1968, the 
future planning committee in 
1969, the EES building com-
mittee, was precinct one part 
custodian from 1971 to 1974, 
was on the arts lottery council 
from 1985 to 1991, and the 
Erving secondary study com-
mittee from 1991 to 1993.  

According to the town 
report dedication, she is an 
active member of the Senior 
Center, and “You can always 
count on Liz to be the first one 
to smile and say ‘hello’when 
you walk through the door.”

Collis and Elizabeth Adams Recognized  

at Erving Annual Town Meeting

Turners Falls High School Concert Choir performed at the Spring Concert on Thursday, May 9 in the school auditorium.
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By ALICE URBAN

RABAT, MOROCCO –  
The city of Ait-Ben-Haddou 
rises from a riverbed oasis 
along the former caravan route 
linking Marrakech, Morocco, 
and ancient Sudan across the 
Sahara. Earthen dwellings, 
seemingly stacked one atop 
the other, climb five or six 
layers up the hillside. Flat-
tening out at the top, a single 
structure caps the city. From 
there, southern Morocco’s 
craggy Atlas Mountains are 
visible in the distance.

Constructed sometime 
in the 17th century, Ait-
Ben-Haddou exemplifies 
distinct pre-Saharan archi-
tecture – celebrated for its 
imposing kasbahs, fortified 
dwellings where Morocco’s 
leaders once lived. Often in-

habited by wealthy families 
and constructed in strategic 
locations, more than 1,000 of 
these palace-fortresses line 
the route from Marrakech, 
once one of North Africa’s 
busiest trade hubs, toward the 
desert to the east.   

When traveling in North 
Africa, and specifically in 
Morocco, visitors are like-
ly to pick up at least three 
new vocabulary words 
– kasbah, medina and mellah 
– three distinct areas found in 
most Moroccan cities.  

While Ait-Ben-Had-
dou’s kasbahs makes up most 
of the small city, other kas-
bahs have been absorbed into 
larger cities such as Fes or 
Rabat. In many cities, a for-
tified kasbah abuts the rest of 
the ancient medina – a quar-
ter of many North African cit-

ies akin to an old city. Walled 
and self-contained, maze-like 
roads wind their way through 
the district, often barely wide 
enough for a donkey laden 
with merchandise to pass.

Fes, a former imperial cap-
ital of Morocco, houses the 
world’s largest medieval me-
dina. It is awash with sights 
and sounds, as hundreds of 
merchants and craftsmen sell 
their wares. Metal workers 
use thin handsaws to create 
stunning bronze light fix-
tures. In the honey souk, or 
market, vendors offer tastes 
of lavender, orange blossom 
and date honey to passersby 
from large barrels of the 
thick, golden liquid.

At the tannery, men wade 
waist-deep in large, earthen 
containers arranged like a 

Inside the Ancient Walls of Morocco

see MOROCCO page 6

Kasbah: The city of  Ait-Ben-Haddou, Morocco, contains several kasbahs,  
palace-fortresses that line the former trade route across the Sahara.
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