
By JOE PARZYCH

The 8” diameter asbestos 
cement sewer line, running 
on the west side of Millers 
Falls Road, going past the 
entrance to Industrial Bou-
levard, is plugged. Most of 
the removed material is sand 
and stones, indicating that the 
pipe is broken. 

The Montague DPW in-
stalled the pipe in the 1950s, 
long before shoring regula-

tions. During construction, 
DPW employees worked in 
peril of their lives down in 
an unshored trench as deep 
as 18 feet. Sandy, unstable 
soil made it doubly treach-
erous. Workmen planted a 
shovel with a handle reach-
ing up 12 feet or more, to in-
dicate where rescuers could 
dig for their bodies. They 
were partially buried from 
time to time, but, fortunately, 
there were no fatalities. The 

DPW has neither shoring nor 
equipment to comply with to-
day’s restrictions, and to dig 
deep enough to replace the 
plugged sewer main. 

On Tuesday, Joe Dodge of 
the DPW was lowered into 
the 14-foot-deep manhole at 
the entrance to the mobile 
home park by his co-worker 
Robert Brownlee, using a 
hand-operated windlass at-
tached to Dodge’s body har-
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By DAVID DETMOLD

The grown daughters of 
a woman murdered by her 
boyfriend choked back tears 
as the community gathered 
to replant trees in memory of 
their mother and other domes-
tic violence victims 25 years 
later. The last of those original 
memorial trees died last year.

Turners Falls High School 
students spoke of their deter-

mination to end the scourge of 
violence that still affects one 
in four women in their life-
times, and claims the lives of 
more than three women in our 
country every day.

In Turners Falls on Thurs-
day, May 2, the Northwestern 
District Attorney called on the 
entire community to work to-
gether to end violence against 
women, and the Montague 
police chief spoke of the dedi-

cation of his department to 
making sure each and every 
person in our community is 
safe. Clouds gathered, threat-
ening rain, but in the end it 
was only the tears of the 100 
or more people assembled, 
and their buckets and hoses, 
that watered the five new 
flowering trees planted in Pes-
keompskut Park to replace the 

WENDELL – Incumbent se-
lectman Christine Heard cruised to 
an easy victory over her opponent 
Nancy Riebschlaeger in Tuesday’s 
Wendell town election.  Heard gar-
nered 202 votes to Riebschlaeger’s 
77.  All other incumbents also re-
tained their seats.  Write-in winner 
of the open (three-year) Planning 
Board contest was Alia Kusmaul, 
who received 30 votes. Write-in 
candidate Kelli Clemens won the 
five-year Planning Board seat with 
81 votes.  

WENDELL May 6, 2013 -  
Annual Town Election Results  

Total Votes Cast: 284  
Percent of registered voters: 43% 
Number of ballots cast 

for each candidate

SELECTBOARD (three years)  
Christine Heard 202  
Nancy J. Riebschlaeger 77  
write-ins 2  
blank 3 
BOARD OF ASSES-
SORS (three years)   
Stephen Broll 261  
blank 23 
BOARD OF HEALTH (three years)  

Jennifer Christian 246  
blank 38 
PLANNING BOARD (three years)  
Alia Kusmaul 30  
Marianne Sundell 21  
write-ins 16  
blank 217 
PLANNING BOARD (five years)  
Kelli Clemens 81  
write-ins 5  
blank 198 
MODERATOR (one year)  
Kathy Ann Becker 256  
blank 28 
CONSTABLE (three years)  
Anne M. Diemand Bucci 267  
blank 17 
CEMETERY COMMIS-
SIONER (three years)  
Richard J. Mackey 236  
write-in 1  
blank 47 
ROAD COMMIS-
SIONER (three years)  
Harry S. Williston III 212  
blank 72 
ROAD COMMIS-
SIONER (one year) 
Geoffrey T. Richardson 257  
blank 27 
SCHOOL COMMIT-
TEE (three years)  
John C. Fitzgerald 242  
blank 42 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE (one year) 
Jessalyn Lee Zaykoski 221  
blank 63 
TREE WARDEN (one year) 
Peter S. Zera 244  
blank 40 
LIBRARY TRUSTEE (three years)  
Laurel Brenneman 257  
Phyllis Lawrence 256  
blank 55

By David Detmold

In a seven hour meeting nota-
ble for its lack of fireworks, the 
only article that raised the tem-
perature of town meeting was a 
motion to lower the minimum 
square footage for an apartment 
in a multi-family dwelling in 
town. Both proponents and op-
ponents of the zoning change 
acknowledged the issue had 
come up as a result of the pro-
posed redevelopment of the for-
mer Montague Center School, 
where seven of the 22 apart-

ments that Greenfield’s Mark 
Zaccheo would like to build in a 
high end, solar-powered devel-
opment would be smaller than 
the town’s current 700-square 
foot minimum dwelling space 
bylaw would allow.

Last October, the zoning 
board of appeals granted Zac-
cheo a variance to allow that 
project to go forward. Abutters 
on School Street have appealed 
that decision, and more than 
a hundred Montague Center 
residents have signed a peti-
tion opposing the project, say-

ing the density of the proposed 
apartments would fundamen-
tally alter the character of the 
neighborhood, depress property 
values, and provide an opening 
for student housing – a la Sun-
derland – to gradually degrade 
the rural charm of their historic 
village center.

Proponents, led by town plan-
ner Walter Ramsey and plan-
ning board member Frederic 
Bowman, specified first that the 
change in zoning would not af-
fect the progress of the present 

Joe Dodge, in protective moon suit and respirator, emerges from the earth, like a 17 year Cicada,  
after working in the depths of  a 14 foot deep manhole at the entrance to the mobile home park.  

Dodge was hoisted up by a windlass attached to Dodge’s body harness. 

A Pipe Dream Dashed
Broken Sewer Line at Industrial Park Proves Difficult to Fix

JOE PARZYCH photo

Linda Hickman (left), John Hanold (middle), and Max Pellerin (right) plant a tree in Peskeompskut  
Park in memory of  the victims of  domestic violence.  In the crowd, over Hanold’s shoulder, stand  
Erin and Katie Morrissey, who were only very small children when their mother’s life was taken.
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In Memoriam:
Renewing the Memory, Replanting the Trees, 
Rededicating Our Commitment

see MEMORY page 5

Report from the Montague Town Meeting

Zoning Change Approved for Smaller Apartments
Heard Easily Wins Re-Election

see MEETING page 10

Al Ross, speaking to town meeting members, advocated for reducing the minimum area required for apartments.
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Christine Heard


























