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Joe Dodge, in protective moon suit and respirator, emerges from

Sewer Line at Industrial Park Proves Difficult to Fix

i _ JOE PARZYCH PHOTO

the earth, like a 17 year Cicada,

after working in the depths of a 14 foot deep manhole at the entrance to the mobile home park.
Dodge was hoisted up by a windlass attached to Dodge’s body harness.

By JOE PARZYCH

The 8” diameter asbestos
cement sewer line, running
on the west side of Millers
Falls Road, going past the
entrance to Industrial Bou-
levard, is plugged. Most of
the removed material is sand
and stones, indicating that the
pipe is broken.

The Montague DPW in-
stalled the pipe in the 1950s,
long before shoring regula-

tions. During construction,
DPW employees worked in
peril of their lives down in
an unshored trench as deep
as 18 feet. Sandy, unstable
soil made it doubly treach-
erous. Workmen planted a
shovel with a handle reach-
ing up 12 feet or more, to in-
dicate where rescuers could
dig for their bodies. They
were partially buried from
time to time, but, fortunately,
there were no fatalities. The

DPW has neither shoring nor
equipment to comply with to-
day’s restrictions, and to dig
deep enough to replace the
plugged sewer main.

On Tuesday, Joe Dodge of
the DPW was lowered into
the 14-foot-deep manhole at
the entrance to the mobile
home park by his co-worker
Robert Brownlee, using a
hand-operated windlass at-
tached to Dodge’s body har-

see PIPE page 6
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Renewing the Memory, Replanting the Trees,

Rededicating Our Commitment
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Linda Hickman (left), John Hanold (wz'de), and Maxx Pellerin (right) plant a tree in Peskeo

-

mpsknt

Park in memory of the victims of domestic violence. In the crowd, over Hanolds shoulder, stand
Erin and Katie Morrissey, who were only very small children when their mother’s life was taken.

By DAVID DETMOLD

The grown daughters of
a woman murdered by her
boyfriend choked back tears
as the community gathered
to replant trees in memory of
their mother and other domes-
tic violence victims 25 years
later. The last of those original
memorial trees died last year.

Turners Falls High School
students spoke of their deter-

mination to end the scourge of
violence that still affects one
in four women in their life-
times, and claims the lives of
more than three women in our
country every day.

In Turners Falls on Thurs-
day, May 2, the Northwestern
District Attorney called on the
entire community to work to-
gether to end violence against
women, and the Montague
police chief spoke of the dedi-

cation of his department to
making sure each and every
person in our community is
safe. Clouds gathered, threat-
ening rain, but in the end it
was only the tears of the 100
or more people assembled,
and their buckets and hoses,
that watered the five new
flowering trees planted in Pes-
keompskut Park to replace the

see MEMORY page 5

Report from the Montague Town Meeting

Zoning Change Approved for Smaller Apartments

Al Ross, speaking to town meeting members, adyocated for reducing the minimum area required for apartments.

By DAVID DETMOLD

In a seven hour meeting nota-
ble for its lack of fireworks, the
only article that raised the tem-
perature of town meeting was a
motion to lower the minimum
square footage for an apartment
in a multi-family dwelling in
town. Both proponents and op-
ponents of the zoning change
acknowledged the issue had
come up as a result of the pro-
posed redevelopment of the for-
mer Montague Center School,
where seven of the 22 apart-

ments that Greenfield’s Mark
Zaccheo would like to build in a
high end, solar-powered devel-
opment would be smaller than
the town’s current 700-square
foot minimum dwelling space
bylaw would allow.

Last October, the zoning
board of appeals granted Zac-
cheo a variance to allow that
project to go forward. Abutters
on School Street have appealed
that decision, and more than
a hundred Montague Center
residents have signed a peti-
tion opposing the project, say-

ing the density of the proposed
apartments would fundamen-
tally alter the character of the
neighborhood, depress property
values, and provide an opening
for student housing — a /a Sun-
derland — to gradually degrade
the rural charm of their historic
village center.

Proponents, led by town plan-
ner Walter Ramsey and plan-
ning board member Frederic
Bowman, specified first that the
change in zoning would not af-
fect the progress of the present

see MEETING page 10
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Heard Easily W

Christine Heard

WENDELL - Incumbent se-
lectman Christine Heard cruised to
an easy victory over her opponent
Nancy Riebschlaeger in Tuesday’s
Wendell town election. Heard gar-
nered 202 votes to Riebschlaeger’s
77. All other incumbents also re-
tained their seats. Write-in winner
of the open (three-year) Planning
Board contest was Alia Kusmaul,
who received 30 votes. Write-in
candidate Kelli Clemens won the
five-year Planning Board seat with
81 votes.

WENDELL May 6, 2013 -
Annual Town Election Results
Total Votes Cast: 284
Percent of registered voters: 43%

NUMBER OF BALLOTS CAST
FOR EACH CANDIDATE

SELECTBOARD (three years)
Christine Heard 202
Nancy J. Riebschlaeger 77
write-ins 2
blank 3
BOARD
SORS
Stephen
blank 23

BOARD OF HEALTH (three years)

OF
(three
Broll

ASSES-
years)
261

ins Re-Election

Jennifer Christian 246
blank 38

PLANNING BOARD (three years)
Alia Kusmaul 30
Marianne Sundell 21
write-ins 16
blank 217

PLANNING BOARD (five years)
Kelli Clemens 81
write-ins 5
blank 198

MODERATOR (one year)
Kathy Ann Becker 256
blank 28

CONSTABLE (three years)
Anne M. Diemand Bucci 267
blank 17

CEMETERY COMMIS-
SIONER (three years)
Richard J. Mackey 236
write-in 1
blank 47

ROAD COMMIS-
SIONER (three years)
Harry S. Williston III 212
blank 72

ROAD COMMIS-
SIONER (one year)
Geoffrey T. Richardson 257
blank 27

SCHOOL COMMIT-
TEE (three years)
John C. Fitzgerald 242
blank 42

SCHOOL COMMITTEE (one year)
Jessalyn Lee Zaykoski 221
blank 63

TREE WARDEN (one year)
Peter S. Zera 244
blank 40

LIBRARY TRUSTEE (three years)
Laurel Brenneman 257
Phyllis Lawrence 256
blank 55
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Pet of the Week
Big Love

>
Bella Lucy

T am a cat of noble girth, and my
appetite is only exceeded by my
love of people. I am a social and out-
going girl who loves chin rubs. My
beautiful white fur is kept in perfect
order, I am a very clean cat. Please
come and pet me so you can feel my
plush coat and hear my rumbling
purr. There is a lot of me to love and
I have a lot of love to give!

For more information on adopt-
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society at (413)
548-9898 or info@dvphs.org.

BOTTLES & CANS!
Week of May 13th

more info? call: 863-2054

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

now located at
20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

closed Mondays

—TWE N

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

The Montague Reporter
Published weekly on Thursdays.
Every other week in
July and August.

No paper last week of December.
PHONE (413) 863-8666
Please note new email addresses:
editor@montaguereporter.org
ads@montaguereporter.org
bills@montaguereporter.org
circulation@montaguereporter.
org
events@montaguereporter.org
info@montaguereporter.org
poetry@montaguereporter.org
subscriptions@montaguereporter.
org
Send address changes to:
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376
Advertising and copy deadline is
Monday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
ervor  occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refiise adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper, such
as they are.

Annual Subscription Rate:
$25/$30/$50, depending on address.
Call us or contact
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org
with any questions.

Carnegie Library News

Frogs and Friends Program

Children of all ages are invited
to join Dawn Marvin Ward at the
Carnegie Library in Turners Falls
on Saturday, May 11, at 10:30 a.m.
for a fun hands-on science program

on amphibians.

This program is part of the tenth
annual Crabapple Blossom Festival.
For more information, call 863-
3214.

Wendell Free Library
Film Showing: Walkabout

On Sunday, May 19, the Wendell
Council on Aging Film Series
will screen Nicolas Roeg’s 1971
classic, Walkabout, at the Wendell
Free Library. The film, which
Roger Ebert described as “deeply
pessimistic,” tells the story of a boy
and girl from the city, stranded in
the Australian outback by horrific

circumstances. Forced to cope on
their own, they join up with an
aboriginal boy on his traditional
coming-of-age ‘walkabout’.

This movie is rated R. Showtime
at 7 p.m. Contact Doug Dawson at
(978) 544-7762, or ddawson@post.
harvard.edu, for more information.
Free.

Meeting

Nina Keller

Katie Nolan

Judy Hall

Alistair MacMartin

Wendell Town Hall Kitchen
Renovation Information

May 15 at 7 p.m. to hear and address questions concerning
kitchen renovations The town hall kitchen group will meet
with interested residents to present our findings and to hear
from the public before the annual town meeting at which we
will be requesting appropriations for the work.

DAVID DETMOLD PHOTO
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the sun at the downtown community garden.

Leverett Library
Reading of The Call

Yannick Murphy, author of The
Call, our 2013 Read it Leverett
book. will visit the library Saturday
May 11 at 2:30 p.m. to read from
and talk about her book. Please stay
following the discussion for refresh-

ments.

Leverett Library, 75 Montague
Rd., P.O. Box 250, Leverett, MA
01054. More information at Www.
leverettlibrary.org

e~
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
By FRED CICETTI

Q. I don t walk so well anymore and
I’'m considering getting one of those
scooters that I see seniors driving.
What do you know about them?

They have become increasingly
popular since they were invented in
1968. As more baby boomers hit the
market for mobility assistive equip-
ment, we will see more scooters.

There are about 1.7 million in the
United States using wheelchairs or
scooters. About 90 percent of these
people have manual wheelchairs.
There are155,000 using electrically
powered wheelchairs, and 142,000
riding scooters.

Motorized scooters serve the
same function as motorized wheel-
chairs, but the scooters are easier to
maneuver and are more versatile.
And because they now have sleek

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

The Scoop on Scooters

designs and are marketed primarily
as a product to facilitate movement,
rather than to assist the disabled,
they appeal to a broader spectrum
of the public.

I shopped online for scooters.
They seem to range from about
$500 to about $4,500.

If your doctor submits a written
order stating that you have a medi-
cal need for a scooter, Medicare will
help cover the costs under the fol-
lowing conditions:

* You have a health problem that
causes difficulty moving around in
your home.

* You’re unable to do activities
of daily living even with the help of
a cane, crutch, or walker.

* You can’t operate a manual
wheelchair.

* You’re able to safely operate,
and get on and off the scooter, or
have someone with you who is al-
ways available to help you use the
device safely.

* You must be able to use it in
your home. Medicare won’t cover
a scooter if it will be used mainly
for leisure activities, or if it’s only
needed to move around outside your
home.

A mobility scooter usually has a

swivel seat over three or four wheels,
a flat area for your feet and handle-
bars to steer it. Mobility scooters are
usually battery powered.

The scooters come in models
with front-wheel drive or rear-
wheel drive. The front-wheel-drive
scooters are usually smaller and are
used indoors. They usually hold up
to 250 pounds.

The rear-wheel-drive scooters
are used both indoors and outdoors
with a typical maximum capacity of
350 pounds. There are heavy duty
rear-drive scooters that can carry up
to 500 pounds.

Scooters have a few advantages
over wheelchairs.

* Swiveling the seat of an elec-
tric scooter is generally easier than
moving the foot supports on most
conventional wheelchairs.

* A major selling point of mobil-
ity scooters is that they do not look
like wheelchairs, which evoke neg-
ative feelings in some people.

* Mobility scooters are usu-
ally more affordable than powered
wheelchairs.

However, there are disadvan-
tages when compared to powered
wheelchairs.

* You need to be upright and

Senior Center Activities - May |13th to May |7th

GILL-MONTAGUE
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62
Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9
a.m. to 2 p.p. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Thursday
at Noon. Meal reservations must be
made one day in advance by 11 a m.
The Meal Site Manager is Kerry
Togneri. All fitness classes are sup-
ported by a grant from the Executive
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary
donations are accepted. Council on
Aging Director is Roberta Potter.

For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when the
center is not open.

Monday 5/13

10:10 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
12 p m. Pot Luck & Bingo
1 p m. NO Knitting Circle
Tuesday 5/14

10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga with Jean
Erlbaum

12 p m. Lunch

1 p m. Sing-Along with
Morningstar

Wednesday 5/15

10 a.m. Aerobics

12 p m. Lunch

12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday 5/16

9 a.m. Tai Chi

12 p.m. Lunch

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday 5/17

10 a m. Aerobics

10:45 a m. Chair Exercise
1 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care Drive,
Ervingside, is open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a m. to 2:30 p.m.
for activities and congregate meals.
Lunch is at 11:30 am. with
reservations required 24 hours in
advance. Call Mealsite Manager
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal information and
reservations.

For information, call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center Director, at (413)
423-3649. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping, or
medical necessity. Call the Center to
confirm activities, schedule a ride,
or find out when is the next blood
pressure clinic.

Monday 5/13

9 a.m. Tai Chi

10 a m. Osteo-Exercise
12:30 p.m. Movie- TBA

Tuesday 5/14

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
9:30 a.m. C.O.A Meeting
12:30 p m. Painting
Wednesday 5/15

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

10 am. Chair Yoga

10:30 a.m. Greenfield Savings
Bank craft

Thursday 5/16

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

10 a m. Posture Perfect

12 p.m. Cards

Friday 5/17

9 a m. Bowling

9:30 a.m. Sit and Knit

LEVERETT

Forinformation, contact the Leverett
COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5, or
coa@leverett.ma.us.

Take-It-Easy ~ Chair  Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a m. at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free).
Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs. Call the
Center for a ride.

have upper-body strength to operate
a scooter.

* Scooters also have fewer op-
tions for body support, such as head
or leg rests. They are rarely designed
for ease of patient transfer from seat
to bed.

* Scooters are longer, which lim-
its their turning radius and ability
to use some lifts or wheelchair-de-
signed access technologies such as
kneeling bus lifts.

* Some mobility scooters have
low ground clearance which can
make it difficult to navigate certain
obstacles, such as traveling in cities
without proper curb cuts.

Send  yvour  questions  to
Jfred@healthygeezer.com.

Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week

Grade 6
Dizarre Lopez

Grade 7
Amanda Cooke
Samantha Kolodziej

Grade 8
Jemma Dickson

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING

Fencing - Patios - Walks +
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Stump Grinding - Excavating
Septic Systems Installed
ESTABLISHED 1970

demerslandscaping.com

863-3652

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

¢ Other Major Brands

» Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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Eight Storeys vs. 3,122 Stories

On March 25, 1911 the worst
industrial accident in the history of
New York occurred. The Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory fire claimed the
lives of 146 young women. The
owners were arrested, but acquit-
ted of criminal charges. A civil
court did find them guilty, and
they were forced to pay $75 per
deceased victim. On April 2, 1911
Rose Schneiderman, a union ac-
tivist, addressed a large crowd of
mainly women who were members
of the fledgling Women’s Trade
Union League. In part, she said
this: “I would be a traitor to these
poor burned bodies if I came here
to talk good fellowship. We have
tried you citizens; we are trying
you now, and you have a couple of
dollars for the sorrowing mothers,
brothers and sisters by way of a
charity gift.... I can’t talk fellow-
ship to you who are gathered here.
Too much blood has been spilled.”

Schneiderman’s words are as
appropriate today as they were in
1911, but this time it is another trag-
edy in a far-off country that com-
pels us to remember what she said
more than 100 years ago. She could
be speaking about the 800 workers
who died in the collapse of Rana
Plaza in Bangladesh. As in New
York, Bangladeshis have taken to
the streets to protest the conditions
at the factories they are forced to
work in, and to demand that com-
pensation be paid to the survivors.
It’s unclear, though, whether they
will have the same success as those
who rose up in New York , and who
put such pressure on legislators
that laws were actually changed,
salaries and working conditions
improved. Bangladesh factories
rake in $20 billion each year from
foreign companies. These com-
panies seemingly have no qualms
about the oppressive conditions of
the workers, since profits trump
everything else.

The garment workers at Trian-
gle Shirtwaist were paid between
$7 and $12 each week. The pay
for the 3,122 women who worked
at Rana Plaza averaged $9 to $12

WEWELCOME
YOURLETTERS!

fMontague Reporter

58 4th St Turners, 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

! Sign Me Up!

10 months (37 issues) for our walking routes |
8 months (31 1ssues) for our dnving routes
5 months (18 issues) for mailed subscriptions

1$20

per week. Five months ago, 116
women were killed in a devastating
fire that broke out in another facto-
ry in Bangladesh. Smaller disasters
at other factories in the five years
previous to the more recent horren-
dous events killed more than 500
other women. And while a host of
Western retailers along with Ban-
gladesh authorities may now be
talking about improving safety, if
the past holds true, we can expect
little change. And nobody is talk-
ing about raising wages above 1911
U.S. standards. The reality is that
the retailers get an awfully good
deal. For little in outlay, they re-
ceive garments that can be marked
up 250 to 1000 percent. Mean-
while, they have been quite cun-
ning about distancing themselves
from tragedies in the workplace. It
wasn’t us directly who employed
these women, they say. It was the
wholesaler, the bad Bangladeshis,
the uncaring owner, whoever. We
didn’t know. And oh, how terrible!
They’ve uttered these same phras-
es before but the bottom line has
always been profit.

Perhaps the only way we at
home can support these Bangla-
deshi workers is to ensure that the
folks who supply us with our cheap
shirts and pants and socks and un-
derwear get a strong message from
we who buy their goods. We can
protest in a variety of ways. We can
inundate corporate headquarters
with letters and emails demand-
ing they pay fair wages and ensure
the safety of their workers. We can
contact our legislators to pressure
the corporate giants. We can with-
draw our investments in these com-
panies. We can stop buying clothes
made in Bangladesh (or China, for
that matter). We can become con-
scious consumers, checking labels,
buying second-hand clothes, even,
perhaps. paying a little more for
what we wear.

The bottom line in a factory
should be safety, decent work-
ing conditions and livable wages.
Profits will still mount, but deaths
will not.

U.S. Casualties

in Afghanistan
as of 5/7/13

Wounded
17,674

Deaths
2.220

I 58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376
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Lletters to // the Editor

Thank You, Franklin County Technical School,
for Another Successful Community Project!

Three years ago we contacted
Mark Amstein of the landscaping
program about the conditions of
our playing field to see if the school
could help us. Shortly thereafter,
the FCTS bus arrived at our school
with Mark at the helm and his
class of 2013 landscaping students
armed with measuring tapes, test
kits, notebooks, and questions to
do a full scale analysis of our field
conditions.

The class was able to provide us
with the necessary directions and
a list of supplies needed to grow
some hearty grass. Reid Van Id-

As a native of Turners Falls
— presently a Greenfield resident
— I visit my home town on a regu-
lar basis for any number of reasons.
A few things seem to taking place
there that I consider... disconcert-
ing. Not on a hard-core basis, but,
of a more pragmatic nature.

Over the past twenty years or
so, I see the name of Great Falls
heading such venues as the Middle
School and the Discovery Center.
Surely an impressive mark. The
impetus for the Great Falls moniker
is the dam at the river — before that
a 30-foot water fall — that stitches
Turners Falls and Gill... a great falls
indeed.

I read The Montague Reporter
regularly and it frequently intro-
duces some of its articles or story
content as originating in or from...
Great Falls.

As the header for this letter
asks... Where is Great Falls? I don’t
recall any formal name changes for
the Village of Turners Falls being
relegated to Great Falls. However,
I do recall a few months ago that
there was a one-person campaign

Letter to the Editor

Turners Falls in 1987, 88,
and ‘89 (4 women die from
domestic violence), Newtown,
Columbine, Awurora, Boston
and many more.

God’s answer to Evil is The
Cross. People of the world need
to get back to Religious basics.

— David Yez
Monmouth, Illinois

erstine, one of the class members
from our town, began volunteering
his services and turned this into his
capstone project. Each week Reid
would come by to examine his work
which consisted of liming, aerating,
seeding, taking pictures, and docu-
menting the progress. Being a vol-
unteer fireman, he offered to bring
the tanker down to water the field if
need be.Thanks to these dedicated
efforts we now have grass covering
our field and Reid continues to help
maintain this project. Our commu-
nity is fortunate to have FCTS and
the many choice programs it offers,

Where 1s Great Falls?

to formally change the name of the
village from Turners Falls to Great
Falls; due to that person’s inept at-
tempt to interpret the historical go-
ings-on in our immediate area in
1676, that singular endeavor is opti-
mistically deceased.

It seems to me that if a locally
respected weekly newspaper is go-
ing to report what it is committed to
report, it should — or must — correct-
ly name the village that the news,
or other content originate from; i.e.
Turners Falls... not Great Falls.

Additionally, regarding the Tumn-
ers Falls-Gill Bridge... which is, by-
the-way, the proper name for the
structure.

As in the aforementioned Great
Falls scenario, it seems there are
some in town, or elsewhere — a
desk-bound Boston engineer or ad-
ministrator who visits this area once
in their lifetime — that’s apparently
dedicated to arbitrarily re-name
the Turners Falls-Gill Bridge to the
Gill-Montague Bridge, or the Gill-
Turners Bridge

A recent visit with Town Admin-
istrator, Frank Abbondanzio, I find

along with hands-on education and
training for students.

So, the next time you see the
small bus that says Franklin County
Technical School, be assured that a
group of students are on board
heading to another town to work on
their education and volunteer their
learning skills towards another
project. Best regards to the class of
2013 and a successful journey.

— Larry Ramsdell
Custodian, Swift River
Elementary School
New Salem-Wendell

that there is no formal reference
in the town archive to re-name the
bridge... or the town! Understand-
ably, the Town of Montague inte-
grates the Village of Turners Falls
in its realm. However, the bridge’s
south portal originates in Turners
Falls in the Town of Montague. It
might be nice to use Montague in
the name... but, it is inaccurate to
call the bridge the Gill-Montague
Bridge. I understand that it’s not
a malicious attempt to change the
names. I also understand that the
proper names must be engaged as
initiated.

Therefore, I do believe an arbi-
trary use of the names Great Falls
in place of Turners Falls, and Gill-
Montague Bridge in place of Turn-
ers Falls-Gill Bridge are incorrect.

The proper names... Turners
Falls and the Turners Falls-Gill
Bridge should be used whenever at-
tention is directed to this village and
bridge.

— Ed Gregory
Greenfield

Spring Bulky Waste Collection

The Franklin County Solid Waste
District is holding a “Clean Sweep”
bulky waste collection on Saturday,
May 18th from 9 am. to 12 noon.
The three drop-off sites are: the
Buckland Recreation Facility on Rt.
112 South, the Northfield Highway
Garage on Caldwell Rd., and the
Whately Transfer Station on Chris-
tian Lane.

Residents of any town in the Dis-
trict may bring a range of items such
as tires, appliances, scrap metal, fur-
niture, mattresses, carpeting, con-
struction debris, computers, televi-
sions, propane gas tanks, and other
large items. Materials will be recy-

cled whenever possible. No pre-reg-
istration is necessary for the collec-
tion. However, there are charges for
disposal. Disposal fees, cash only,
will be collected from residents dui-
ing check-in at each site. Businesses
may participate. A complete list of
prices for the most common items is
available at participating town halls,
town transfer stations, the District of-
fice at 50 Miles Street in Greenfield,
and online at: www.franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org/cleansweep html

For more information call the
District office at 413-772-2438, or
email info@franklincountywastedis-
trict.org.
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The cavalry to the rescue, or so it was hoped.

PIPE from page 1

ness. Dodge wore hazardous mate-
rial coveralls and a respirator be-
cause of the danger of lethal meth-
ane sewer gas. Dodge reported that
considerable groundwater is infil-
trating the manhole.

That manhole serves the Coun-
try Creemee stand, Hillside Plas-
tics, and the mobile home park.
The crew used the Montague DPW
vacuum truck to clean out the man-
hole until a third transfer pump can
be installed to bypass the plugged
section of sewer line. They made an
attempt to clear the line, but found
large quantities of sand and stones
had infiltrated the pipe, indicating
that the pipe has ruptured. The Town
of Greenfield also spent over 13

hours using their vacuum truck in a
futile attempt to help clear the line.

When the Montague and Green-
field vacuum trucks were unable to
clear the sewer, the much-heralded
McVac Environmental Services,
Inc. of Connecticut rode to the res-
cue, like the U.S. Cavalry, in a con-
voy of trucks and equipment. Their
defeat rivaled General Custer’s.

There had been hope that Mc-
Vac could clear the eight-inch main
enough to insert a temporary 4~
PVC pipe inside it. Those hopes
were dashed when McVac made
their futile effort on Wednesday
morning. They blew their noses,
rolled up their hoses, and retreated
back to Connecticut.

Paul Gilbert of the engineering
company, CDM Smith Inc. of Hart-

JOE PARZYCH PHOTOS
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We all know that life is full of questions. When we were
young, we bombarded our parents with one question after
another. The teen years are packed with questions as well.
Then, it’s who to marry, where will I work, how many
children to have, retirement, and has my life counted.

Life is full of questions and answers.

Albert Einstein said this: “The question you ask is more
important than the answer.”

We understand the mind of the one who said this,
however, there is one question that is most important.
The answer is equally important to all mankind.

That question is:

Upon death, where will I spend eternity?

This is the most important question there is.
What is your answer to the question?

The Bible says: “Therefore
He is able to save to the
uttermost those who come
to God through Him.”
(Hebrews 7:25a)

Upon death, where will I spend eternity?
Ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior
This is as written.
We are Calvary Baptist Church in Turners Falls.

God’s blessings are yours.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

.

ford, CT, indicated that outside con-
tractors will install a new ten-inch
sewer on the edge of Millers Falls
Road, parallel to the existing failed
sewer. Because of the emergency
status of the situation, the bidding
process is being waived. Four con-
tractors have been interviewed for
consideration of awarding one of
them a negotiated contract.
Engineer Gilbert heard I'd in-
stalled an eight-inch cast iron water
main on Industrial Boulevard in the
1960s, and questioned me about soil
conditions and the height of the wa-
ter table. I informed him that a pipe
stub I had to hook onto had been
installed across Millers Falls Road
and the sewer, but when I dug up the
pipe stub, the end of the water pipe
had settled about four feet, indicat-
ing that the sewer may have begun
leaking, then, causing the land to

LAMORE LUMBER
(&IBEAM

Sheds *Barns * Garages
Additions * Screen Porches - Kits
Red, Brown & New Black Mulch

25 Year Guarantee
We Custom Build on Your Property
www.post-beam.com
E-mail: Lamore@post-beam.com
Phone (413) 773-8388
Fax (413) 773-3188

724 Greenfield Road, Rte 5&10
Deerfield, MA 01342

The DPW vacuum truck tries in vain fo see daylight through the pipe.

Rob Brownlee supervises the gperation.

sink. But that may have been only a
contributing cause.

“A break in the sewer main at the
pumping station on Industrial Bou-
levard, out by the school” is where
all the sand is coming from, DPW
foreman Dick Clough said.

Asbestos cement pipe is joined
with O-rings inside collars. Oc-
casionally, an O-ring does not seat
correctly, and will leak. Asbestos
pipe also tends to soften with age.
If a leak is small, problems may not
surface for decades, as in this case.
The hopes a four-inch PVC pipe
being inserted into the eight-inch
main to temporarily carry effluent,
until a contract can be negotiated,
were dashed when a sinkhole began
to swallow a McVac truck, indicat-
ing that there is a major break in the
main in front of Hallmark School,
also. That’s when McVac’s troops
retreated.

At present, there are two rented
pumps at a manhole on Industrial
Boulevard intercepting sewage and

YANKEE

REALTY, MOVING
& SELF STORAGE

REALTY

Big enough to deliver,
small enough to care!

MOVING

Boxes & Packing Materials
U-Haul Rentals & Movers

SELF STORAGE
Best Rates in the Valley!

74 Mohawk Trail
Greenfield, MA

774-2331

pumping it through rubber hoses
around Hallmark School’s class-
room to a manhole in front of the
classroom. A third rented diesel
pump is scheduled for installation
at a manhole at the entrance to In-
dustrial Boulevard.

The tentative plan is to run a
new ten-inch sewer main on the
east side of the existing sewer, by-
passing the dysfunctional pipe and
saturated soil. The new section will
then be connected to the existing
undamaged pipe at either end, using
manholes. Leaving the old pipe in
the ground solves the problem of re-
moving and disposing of the asbes-
tos pipe, which is now considered a
cancer-causing hazardous material.

Groundwater may pose a prob-
lem, since it is infiltrating a 14-foot-
deep manhole at the entrance to
the mobile home park, across from
Hillside Plastics. Diverting the sew-
er to the opposite shoulder of Miller
Falls Road was ruled out when test
borings indicated water at three feet
below the surface.

“The specifications and draw-
ings are 80% complete,” engineer
Gilbert, from CDM Smith, said.
“That is enough for the contractors
to begin negotiations.”

The most logical choice of pipe
for the new 10” main will be heavy-
duty PVC, the most common sewer

N’
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Please shop locally
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Montague Reporter
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CALL 863-8666

Serenitg Home Organizing

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning

Jill E)rombcrg

Montague, MA
413.367-9959

clear your space, clear your mind

SoLAR HoT WATER SYSTEMS PROVIDE
60-80% OF YOUR HOT WATER!

Eligible for MassSave Heat loan program!

Great MA State
rebates cover
25% of cost

Donald J Mailloux

GRI

Recognized Top Producer
(413) 665-3771 x104 Office
(413) 834-1524 Cell

(413) 423-3810 Home
don@cbumr.com E-mail

4 Elm Street, South Deerfield, MA 01373
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BANKEGR QO

UPTON-MASSAMONT
REALTORS

Each Office Is Independently

Owned and Operated www.cbuptown-massamont.com

Your Local

STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. —5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

$25,000 at 0% interest
for solar hot water,
insulation and

heating upgrades.

413.320.5336
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Montague WebWorks . com

Now powered by RocketFusion
info@montaguewebworks.com

make the web work for your business
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Don’t settle for less

Gjexi Johneon, “Realtor

ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES

Y OLD Q70 ;
H3-863-9736 « GerijohnsonRealtor.com

Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

Only 4% of all REALTORS held this prestigious designation
The CRS is my badge of expestise and your shield of
assurance. Put your trud in the best to get the job done.
Whether buying, selling or referring, always choose
GERIJOHNSON, CRS 20 1jease of expetienee,

PR 66 French King Hwy., Gill
EEENEGEEN (113) 853-9736 « WWW.GJAR.COM
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found + made

Hours: Wed 11-5, Thurs-Sat 11-6, Sun 11-5

Serving Home Grown

Farm-inspired Food & Drink

\

—
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44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 E:
Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /

Diemand Farm

Morman Hollow
Road Wendell

Order Your
Started Pullets

Many eluten-free

products available
Farmstsnd Hours:
Maondany Tam-Ipm
Tuesday-Saturdiay Tam-Spm
Clused Sandays
Cull: 978:544-2806
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ED’S BARBER SHOP:
A DOWNTOWN LANDMARK WITH MEMORIES

By JOHN FURBISH

TURNERS FALLS - For close
to sixty years, Ed’s Barber Shop,
now at 74 Avenue A, has been
a well-known feature of down-
town Turners Falls, although over
the years it has been forced to go
through multiple relocations along
both sides of a two-block stretch of
Avenue A.

The shop began in the 1950s with
Turners Falls resident Ed Podlenski,
a graduate of Turners Falls High
School. Ed had served in an Air
Force band for four years, worked
in American Bosch, and then, decid-
ing to change careers, trained at the
Massachusetts School of Barbering
in Boston.

Ed started working in 1955 in
Fred Baird’s “Barber Shop” at 62
Avenue A. The shop was beside
Mrs. Drago’s Variety Store in a two-
story brick building. In the adjacent
three-story Moltenbrey building
next door, there was a taxicab com-
pany. The one-story Carney’s Res-
taurant, now Jake’s, was on the oth-

Denise Edwards, owner of Eds Barber Shop.

ripped through the floor, tearing it
open, and blowing through an 8-foot
wall in the adjacent variety store,
starting two fires in the basement.
Debris was blasted 90 feet across
the Avenue. The heavy barber chairs
in Ed’s were toppled like toys. One
waiting customer and a barber chair
were tossed outside through the
window. Outside in front, the heavy
sitting bench was thrown through
the air to dent the roof of Ed’s car.

All five in the shop and an 18-
year-old standing by his parked car
in front of the Moltenbrey building
next door were injured by the ef-
fects of the blast: shock, flash burns,
punctures and bruises, and one con-
cussion. Ed’s leg got ripped open
by the lever arm of a toppled bar-
ber chair. Good Samaritan Norma
Derry took Ed to the Farren Hospi-
tal, where all five victims spent the
night in fair condition. Ed’s wound
took a month to heal.

The toll of victims
could have been larger.
The Variety store beside
Ed’s was closed that

CANNOT BE [MITATED
OR EQUALED
FOR SALE meme

JOHN FURBISH PHOTO

1959-73. The Recorder office and
entrance to the theater were on one
side of him. On the other side were
Koehler’s Appliances. Pleasant In-
surance (Ed Pleasant was his first
customer after the move), and the
Cumby’s convenience store at 85 on
the corner of Third Street. Ed would
have stayed longer by the Shea, but
the roof kept leaking and the land-
lord would not fix it.

As a result, he moved his busi-
ness in 1973 (including the things
he’d collected) across the Avenue to
78 in the Moltenbrey Building. At
that time, the smaller shop front at
74 (where Ed’s is now) was empty.
The next calamity in the life of Ed’s
business happened when he was at
78 Avenue A, when an upstairs resi-
dent started a fire. The fire spread
up the three-story building and went
through the roof.

Just to stay open, Ed moved
— temporarily, he thought — to a

Erving Election Results

The Erving town election was held
Monday May 6. There were no con-
tested seats.

According to assistant town clerk
Betsy Sicard, the following candidates
were elected:

Selectman, 3 years — Eugene Klepadlo
Assessor, 3 years — James Carpenter
Tax Collector, 3 years — Michele Turner

Library Trustee, 1 year —
Richard Peabody

Moderator, 1 year —

Mackensey Bailey

School Committee, 3 years — Rene Tela

Tree Warden, 1 year — Christopher Stacy
Constable, 3 years — Richard Newton

Planning Board, 3 years — Jacquelyn Boyden
Planning Board. 3 years — Michael Shaffer
Recreation Commission, 3 years — Jillian Betters
Recreation Commission, 3 years — Melinda LaBelle
Board of Health, 3 years — Leo J. Parent, Jr.

There were no candidates on the
ballot for the following offices:

Library Trustee, 3 years — There
were 10 write-in votes, but each
person only got 1 vote, so there was
no winner. The seat remains open.

School Committee, 3 years — Na-
than May won with write-in votes.
May is still considering his accep-
tance.

School Committee, 1 year —
Melanie Burnett won with write-in
votes. Burnett is still considering
her acceptance.

Planning Board, 1 year — There
were 10 write-in votes, but each
person only got 1 vote, so there was
no winner. The seat remains open.

too-big space across the alley from
Carney’s, in the old scone shop. He
thought his old space in the Molten-
brey had been promised him, but af-
ter repairs he found that the landlord
had rented it out. He did get offered
the old Moltenbrey Barber Shop (an
interior wall of which remains at 43
Third Street), but that was not com-
parable to his space at 78 Avenue A,
so Ed felt himself squeezed out by
the landlord.

Ed moved yet again, crossing
the Avenue again, to 115 Avenue
A. Starbuck Plumbing, the former
occupant, moved to an alley space
in the back, and Ed’s shop moved
to the front at 115 Avenue A, where
Gary’s Coins is now. There was a
luncheonette at 113.

The barbershop changed a lot in
the next few years and in the early
part of the century. Denise Edwards
was hired in 1995, and Mariann
Wales in 2001. Denise took over the
business.

Ed decided to retire and follow
his family to Arizona. He had a sat-
isfying career, and old customers
are among the old friends of his still
vivid memory. He easily remem-
bers the firefighters who put out the
1959 fire in his floor. Ed enjoyed a
full fifty years, and we are lucky that
he could take all his memories, but
not his mementoes, with him. All
these can be seen now in the barber
poles in front, as well as arranged
in wall and cabinet displays along
two walls.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

er side of the Drago building, and a
scone shop, now Loot, further north
across the alley.

Ed knew quickly that this was the
career path he wanted, and bought
the shop from Fred in 1958, renam-
ing it “Ed’s Barber Shop.” .One
day in the ninth month of his new
business, Ed parked his trusty 1946
Plymouth in front of the shop. It
was a busy day and Ed was working
through lunch. The dentist, Dr. Sa-
bato, had just had his hair clipped,
and climbed out of the barber chair
that was bolted to the floor. Three
others, a man and two high school-
ers, waited in regular seats.

Then, BOOM BLAST KA-
BOOM SMASH - an explosion

when the

Shea Building

day (and Mrs. Drago
was at the bank at 1:30
explosion
happened). Two men
had just vacated the
bench in front of Ed’s.
Two ten-year-olds and
the mother of a five-
year-old had seen too
much of a line for them
to come into the shop,
so four more people
were not squeezed into
the waiting chairs at the
time of the explosion.
Down but not out,
Ed moved his business
across the street to the

from

Landscape Design & Maintenance

522 2563

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care

Monday, 4/29

3:46 p.m. Threatening/harass-
ment, Basically Bicycles, s8
Third Street. Referred to an
officer.

4:33 p.m. Shoplifting, FL. Rob-
erts, Third Street. Services
rendered.

5:12 p.m. Burglary / breaking
& entering, [l Turnpike Road.
Services rendered.

Tuesday, +/30

3:04 am. Larceny, ] Turners
Falls Road. Report taken.

10:26 am. Domestic distur-
bance, G Street. Services ren-
dered.

11:17 am. Burglary / breaking
& entering, L Street. Ser-
vices rendered.

12:24 p.m. Car fire, Black Cow
Burger Bar, rear, Fourth Street.
Services rendered.

3:07 p.m. Larceny, FL. Roberts.
Advised of options.

3:34 p.m. Assault & battery,
Franklin County Technical
School. Advised of options.
5:02 p.m. Threatening/harass-
ment, Shattuck Street. Referred
to an officer.

5:27 p.m. Arrested -

Fights and Threats

for failure to register as a sex
offender.

‘Wednesday, 5/1

8:45 am. Unwanted person,
Coolidge Avenue. Peace re-
stored.

12:35 pm. Larceny, [l Fifth
Street. Investigated.

2:10 p.m. Drug/narcotics vio-
lation, Connecticut River In-
ternists, [l Burnham Street.
Investigated.

4:40 p.m. General disturbance,
Third Street. Verbal warning.
Thursday, 5/2
2:04 am. Arrested

, on a straight warrant.
8:21 a.m. Illegal dumping, Sec-
ond Street. Referred to another
agency.

2:29 p.m. Initiated traffic con-
trol, Hassey Savage Company,
10 Industrial Boulevard.

3:41 p.m. Vandalism, JJlTurn-
ers Falls Road. Advised of op-
tions.

6:05 p.m. General disturbance,
Plains Road. Unable to locate.
9:50 p.m. Neighbor disturbance,
12 Park Street. Investigated.
Friday, 5/3

6:33 a.m. Domestic disturbance,

Old Stage Road. Services ren-
dered.

8:16 a.m. Structure fire, Red
Fire Farm, 184 Meadow Road.
Services rendered.

8:48 a.m. Trespassing, 40/42
Main Street. Advised of op-
tions.

1:55 p.m. Threatening, Turn-
ers Falls High School. Peace
restored.

4:32 p.m. Burglary / breaking
& entering, .Fifteenth Street.
Investigated.

4:35 p.m. Brush fire, Montague
Center School. Services ren-
dered.

6:56 p.m. General disturbance,
IlF ifth Street. Advised of op-
tions.

8:55 p.m. Loud noise distur-
bance, Oakman Street at Sun-
set Drive. Unable to locate.
Saturday, 5/4

1:12 am. Fight in the vicinity
of Suzee’s Laundromat, Third
Street. Arrested

, for
disturbing the peace, disorder-
ly conduct, resisting arrest, and
assault & battery on a police of-
ficer.

1:10 p.m. Brush fire, Greenfield

Road. Services rendered.

5:17 p.m. Accident with proper-
ty damage, in front of Chick’s,
Third Street. Citation issued.
11:14 p.m. Domestic distur-
bance, East Main Street. Ar-
rested a 33-year-old resident
of South Prospect Street, Mill-
ers Falls, for assault & battery,
domestic, disorderly conduct,
and disturbing the peace, sub-
sequent offense.

11:49 p.m. General disturbance,
."ourth Street. Unable to lo-
cate.

Sunday, 5/5

6:43 a.m. Domestic disturbance,
East Main Street. Issued a
summons to the above resident
of Millers Falls for assault &
battery, domestic, and witness
intimidation.

7:07 p.m. Threatening/harass-
ment, Federal Street. Services
rendered.

7:58 p.m. Arrested

, Millers Falls,
on two default warrants, at Jay
K’s Liquors on Avenue A.

9:30 p.m. Drug/narcotics vio-
lation, [JPark Villa Drive. Ad-
vised of options.

CALL 863-8666

&BAKER=

Office Supply
Many Fine Gifts

Willow Tree Figurines,
Polish Pottery,

Women’s Accessories

www.bakerofficesupply.com

Da Vinci Beads, Kringle Candles,

310 Main Street, Greenfield | (413) 774-2345

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile

Member
The Flooring Network.

Phone & Fax
413-863-3690

Lino

Carpet

| ocal Handcrafted Cedar
Mcclitatin Benches and Altars

Sacred mlalcl clcsnsns, CquOm ava!lab'c

Ricky

Baruc .Solvc{antﬂ Hanc]worlcs
Secés oFSolidaritB Omnse, MA 978-544-7564

A
RACIES §:£=SUPPL Co. Inc.

N

mpiete Masonry Supply

; f(erlng a complete line of pavers,
: lmne. retaining wall block and more.

}298 Avenue A., Turners Falls

d at pur new location
EE“Z‘?S”MOM St,Brattleboro

TRUCTION

SCSC “Rock solid service with level advice”

. Ideal.
41 é-ssa-'_ :
or802- 579 1800f
www.shanahansupply.com’

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

117 Main Street * PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

COHN &
COMPANY

———— — A
Real Estate Agency

413-773-1149 x142 « CeLL: 413-772-9279

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM

Peter Waters Painting
Services

Interior/Exterior
Custom Residential
Fully Insured

Home: (978) 544-6534
Cell: (413) 461-5172

Wendell, MA

peterwaters@gis.net
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ALL THE TIME:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

The Millers Falls Library Club:
Free after school program. 3:30
to 4:45 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Poker
tournament, with cash prizes.
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library: Children and
their families are invited to come
enjoy stories, crafts, music, ac-
tivities and snacks. 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny.
9 p.m to midnight. Friday Night
Karaoke. Free.

Avenue A & 2nd St., Turners
Falls: Farmers Market. 2 - 6 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
and Laurie Davidson. Children
and their caregivers are invited.
10 to 11 a.m. Free.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip,
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Free.

ART SHOWS:

Great Falls Discovery Center:
colorful paper quilts and story
quilts created by K-8 students.

THE LADY
KILLIGREW:

Awesome Beer

Amazing Food

Amaging, Awesome

Enployees!
440 Creenlield Rd, Montague MA

7 Days / Sum = 11pm (at least)
(413)367-9666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION
Nina’s Nook, Turners Falls: Ce-
lestial Cafe featuring three-di-
mensional collage by artist Emily
Goodwin. Now through June 22.

LOCAL EVENTS:
THURSDAY, MAY 9

Turners Falls High School: TFHS
Spring Concert. 7 p.m., free.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Burrie
& Friends, progressive folk.
810 10 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:

dancing apparatus. 7 p.m., $

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: New
Renaissance Players presents A
Midsummer Night's Dream. 7:30
p.m,$

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Women'’s Collective featuring Ka-
tie Sachs, Christa Joy, Wishbone
Zoe, Lisa Ellingsen and Carolyn
Walker. 8 p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The
Wildcat O’Halloran Band, guitar-
based blues. 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Taw-
dry, old-timey. 9:30 p.m., free.
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Psycho Magnetic, classic
rock. 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 12

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: A
Midsummer Night's Dream. 2
p-m.,$

Uncle Hal’s Crab Grass PR ES

Band, funky-tonk. 8 p.m.,
free.

FRIDAY, MAY 10

Great Falls Coffeehouse, L%
Discovery Center, Turn-
ers Falls: Moonmeadow.
Sophisticated melodic pop
featuring sonorous vocal
harmonies and sweeping
instrumental textures with a

plus being called Moon-
meadow. Sliding scale cover,
baked goods available; doors at
6:30 p.m.

Studio at 6 Mill St., Greenfield:
Poetry reading and book release
for Abbot Cutler’'s Say Dance, by
Slate Roof Press, 7 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: New
Renaissance Players presents A
Midsummer Night's Dream. 7:30
p.m.,$

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Forward Motion, funk soul jazz
rock, with special guest John
Statz, singer/songwriter. 7:30
p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Barrett
Anderson, renegade blues. 9 to
11:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 11

Town Hall, Leyden: Zydeco Con-
nection, the Elementary School
Chorus, and more join in celebra-
tion of the 100th birthday of the
Leyden Library. Doors at 6:30,
zydeco commences at 7:30 p.m.
Cake and refreshments avail-
able. Free, most likely.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield:
Zydeco Dance Party with Pres-
ton Frank, The Demijohns, &
the LiI’ Orphans Bayou X Band.
Serious NOLA jams. Bring your

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Sol & Kiel, instrumental. 2:30
p-m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Steve
Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpat-
rick, warped americana. 8:30 to
10:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 9 p.m., free.

MONDAY, MAY 13

Bement School Barn, Deerfield:
Recital Chorus’ 17th Annual
Spring Concert. Students grades
3 to 12, college students, and
grown-ups sing old stuff, new
stuff, fancy stuff, solo and togeth-
er. Praetorius, Vecchi, Mozart,
Mendelssohn, Gershwin, Daley.
Singers are the private students
of Ms. Margery Heins, who will
conduct. 7:30 p.m., free.
TUESDAY, MAY 14

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Ginevra & Nora’s Open Mike
Cabaret, 8 p.m., free.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Quiznite with Quizmaster B. Min-
er, 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bev-
el Summers, six-piece band from
NC with four-part harmony. Go to
this. Late show: 11 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 16

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half
Shaved Jazz. 8 p.m., free.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Tommy
Filiault & Friends, acoustic rock.
8:30 to 11 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 17
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall,
Shelburne Falls: Root Hog Or
Die, second screening. Music at
7 p.m.: Paul Crook & Carol De-
Lorenzo, celtic music. Screening
at 7:30 p.m.
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 7:30
p.m.,$
Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Mark Nomad, blues. 8 p.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Fresh Beets for Red Fire Farm,
old school dance party. Dona-
tions encouraged.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell:
g Josh Levang/e & the Mud

2 favorites and much more. 9

& °to11 30 p.m.

oy N Root Hog Or Die, a 1974

Oh no! Two gydeco shows run against each other Satur dqy Newly restored. Music at
night: Zydeco Connection, af the Leyden Town Hall, 7 p.m.: Whistlestop, fiddle
captivating rhythmic groove, and three more bands at Greenfield’s Arts Block Cafe...

& banjo. Panel discussion
featuring director and local
farmers. Screening at 7:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: A

Midsummer Night’s Dream. 7:30
p.m.,$

Greenfield High School: Pioneer
Valley Symphony’s final “At the
Movies” concert, Mozart and
Mahler at the Movies. They'll
do the Overture to the Marriage
of Figaro and the Vesperae so-
lenne de confessore, and then
Mahler’s 4th, all of which should
be familiar to the filmgoing pub-

lic. 730 p.m., $
Full Moon Coffeehouse, Town
Hall, Wendell: The Wildcat

O’Halloran Band. Blues. Benefit
for the Young Entrepreneurs So-
ciety. Open mic at 7:30, main act
at 8 p.m. Baked goods, sliding
scale cover.

Montague Bookmill: Jay Mascis,
guitar player, famous for being in
Deep Wound with the guy who
would later front Folk Implosion,
who did that one song that was
in that movie. Openers are Eric
Gagne’s new Passerine, and yo-
del/psych Dredd Foole. OK Mas-
cis is also in Witch. Tickets on
sale May 11. 8 p.m.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield: Al-
ternaprom, a benefit for the Cen-

ter School. With DJ Z and an
‘80s photo booth by Chattman
Photography. Visit centerschool.
net for tickets. 8 p.m., $

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Fancy Trash, indie folk rock. 8
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Rockit Queer dance party, with
mystery guest DJ. 9:30 p.m., $
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Turn it Loose, classic rock.
9:30 p.m.

?ﬁfu\”‘t K ]

The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls
Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00

Movement Studio
Community Education
Green Jobs Training

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

413-863-9576

Fine Wine
Thursday, 5/9 8 to 10 p.m.
Burrie & Friends, progressive folk
Friday, 5/10 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Barrett Anderson, renegade blues
Saturday, 5/11 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Wildcat O’Halloran Band, blues
Sunday, 5/12 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Steve Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick
978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
www. DejaBrewPub.com

SN

BRUNCH!
. MoMm ¢

THURS 5/9 8pm FREE
Uncle Hal’s Crab Grass Band

FRIS/10

no show but you - you are the show!

SAT5/11 FREE
TAWDRY (alt-old-timey!)

SUN5/12 9PM FREE
TNT KARAOKE

TUES 5/14 8pm FREE
Ginevra & Nora's

Open Mike Cabaret
22 78 THRDSTREET
B T rrersrausma
5 RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM
T @EL  TeL413-863-2866

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

75 Main Street; Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01360

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTCR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR

Renaissance
Builders

Office: (413) 498-0207 x2
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413) 863-8165
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsoni@comcast.net

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Quality, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

L

Ki

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

>

| 888-763-3143

\n
.,

Certified Arborist

Wendell, MA

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE -

Matthew Edwards

Tree Climbing Specialist * Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding « Practicing Fine Arboriculture

Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift * Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. Insurance and Liability,

WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM ..

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Lounlus \

413-325-7823 oOr 978-544-7452

A

x .
: 4 \\O g’?ﬁ
8 St
Serving the Area far over 25 years

Y Y : ' We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
" Businesses and Homes

*» Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

* We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

Locksmith - CRL

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

Brian R. San Soucie

Certified « Bonded® Insurcit

Nina's

wed, - thurs.: 4 -6
fri-sat.:1-6

Uniquities, Frivolities &

WOO& M

art . craft . design

Unnecessariums

125a Avenue A,
Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www, ninasnook.com

Stnce 1895

On the Commaon
Greenfield, Massaclusetis
Turners Falls, Massachusetts

! z@!j{

Z

413-256-6217

fine instruments

7
-i.i. 'jc
7
2
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McCarthy

FUNERAL HOME

o mecarthyfuneralhones. com

(413) 774-4808
John C. Davis
Director

bought and sold
repaired and restored

Fretted {nstrument Workshop 5

@. 49 So Pleasant St, Amherst, Mass. 01002 &

‘—&

We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines!

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology + old-fashioned parsonal service

180 Matn Street, Greenfield s 413-774-3500+ greenfreld@copycatprintshop.com

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* oversize copies

+ files accepted via email

monday-friday - 8:30 am to 6 pm
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On The Inside, Looking Out

By LANCE RICE

TURNERS FALLS - Many of
you have been on the outside look-
ing in at the lives of struggling drug
addicts. The media and press have
consistently created stereotypes and
presented a host of negative misin-
terpretations. I’'m here to share my
story, from being on the inside of a
never ending nightmare.

I was the kid who was a quick
learner. I was always ahead of the
rest, always the one trying to ac-
complish more than I could handle.
Never satisfied you may say. I am
currently 23 years old. By the age of
19 I was a high school graduate with
a degree in culinary arts and on my
way to college. I was also service
cafe certified and a certified Home
Health Aide in Massachusetts. With
already four years of experience in
the work field at just 19, my plans
for the future were nothing less than
to further my education and become
the most successful person I could
possibly be. Unfortunately, as hu-
man beings, we sometimes go down
paths that may turn our world as we
know it completely upside down.

When I was around 15 years old I
began experimenting with drugs, as
many teens do. I never thought that
my life would one day be changed
forever due to my curiosity. It start-
ed as a fun time: everyone was do-
ing it. I still don’t know what made
me pick up my first drug. Was it that
I wanted to fit in? Peer pressure? If
I could go back and change one day
in my entire life, it would be that
very day that I picked up my first
drug. Everything seemed manage-
able at first. I used to get high and
say to myself, “I’ve got this under
control”. For a long time it seemed
that I did. I accomplished many
things that many teens, who don’t
use a single drug, don’t ever get to

accomplish. All through high school
I used drugs. At work, at home, after
and before everything. My friends
and I have many great memories of
times when we were high. However,
many of those people stopped get-
ting high as they became adults, and
before it ever became something
that affected them negatively. I on
the other hand began to get worse.

I did not have a great childhood.
I witnessed many traumatizing
events by the age of ten that most
adults will never see, such as physi-
cal abuse between my father and
mother. This, I would later learn,
possibly had a lot to do with why I
began using. At 16 I was first intro-
duced to the opiate family of drugs,
which in the end became my drug of
choice and the cause of my biggest
downfalls. One thing I do know for
sure is the disease of addiction (and
it certainly is a disease) does not
discriminate. Any and all of us are
subject to it.

Some of us will never touch
drugs. Some of us will for a short
period of our lives, and many of us
will die from it. I was headed on that
path and gratefully I have a second
chance today. I started realizing that
I wasn’t feeling good most of the
time. I suffered from low energy at
work. I was unmotivated. But when
I popped a pill it went away. I could
work better, I felt alive. This is the
point where I realized I was physi-
cally dependent on opiate drugs.
I was 18 years old. It became my
whole life. Everywhere I went I
had to have them. If I didn’t, T felt
as if I were infected with the flu vi-
rus. On the street we call this being
“dope sick”. Every cent I had went
to buy pills. And I began to need
more and more. Suddenly five pills
weren’t enough. It went to 10, then
20. At my worse point I was doing
anywhere from 25 to 40 pills a day,

more than enough to kill somebody
quickly if they did not have the tol-
erance I had.

For those who don’t know, I want
to explain what being “dope sick™ is
like. It is by far the worst possible
feeling the human body can experi-
ence. First it starts with cold sweats
where your body is sweating one
second and freezing the next. Some-
times you will get very nauseated
and vomit or have diarrhea. You get
a restless feeling through out your
entire body, as if bugs were crawling
under your skin and up your spine.
You can’t sleep or eat. Now picture
all those symptoms put together. It
is like the flu virus multiplied by
ten. I was in a living hell before I
knew it, caught up in a vicious cycle
that I could not stop.

No matter how bad or sick I felt,
those tiny little pills would take it all
away. It was no longer fun, or some-
thing I enjoyed, and quickly it be-
came a problem. But it was the only
way I could function. And on those
days that I could not get my drugs,
I suffered badly. Everything I once
knew was now gone: my life, my
goals, plans for the future, values,
morals were no longer relevant. I
went from a bright, motivated, kind
young man to living in a complete
nightmare. I tried several times to lie
on my couch for four or five days in
an attempt to kick this habit alone. I
failed. The drugs are much too pow-
erful and no one can do it alone.

I was a talented, smart young
man, I always wanted the best for
my life and myself just like anyone
else. In the blink of an eye I was in
Hell on Earth. Till this day I truly
would not wish that life on anybody.
not even on my worst enemy. I can
only pray that none of you readers
will ever have to experience that
torture, or watch any of your loved
ones suffer it. Before I knew it, I
was using every drug I could get.
I began using cocaine, and heroin,
and all types of pills. I was a zom-

MEETING from page 10

over FY’13. Montague’s assess-
ment for the Gill-Montague regional
schools was approved at $7,965,557,
or $115,000 (1.46%) over FY’13.

Votersapproved spending $30,000
to fund right-of-way acquisitions
for the reconstruction of Greenfield
Road from Montague City to Hatch-
ery Road. This multi-million dollar
state funded road project has been
in the planning stages for more than
30 years, and has finally reached the
100% design phase. The bulldozers
are nearly ready to roll; expect one
more public hearing first.

Any chance the bridge over the
railroad tracks will ever be rebuilt,
to allow traffic to flow once again

between Montague Center and Mon-
tague City, asked one interested
resident. No chance, answered Mon-
tague town administrator Frank Ab-
bondanzio, due to the hydrogeology
of the area, and more particularly
due to the threat of a lawsuit against
the town should the overpass fail
again, even if the Guilford, Pan Am,
or whatever railroad company owns
the tracks in the future is at fault for
undermining the bridge abutments.
Town meeting also approved the
creation of a seven person broad-
band committee, to be appointed by
the selectboard, which will look into
the rapidly changing technology of
internet delivered services, and the
lack of broadband services in many
areas of town, including Chestnut

Now Serving:

the deck
is open

Hill and Meadow Road.

Montague joined Deerfield in
calling on Baystate Franklin Medical
to maintain “important medical ser-
vices at Franklin Medical Center.”
This petitioned article was brought
before town meeting by Baystate
nurses, including Mary MacDougall
of Precinct 6, who said the Franklin
Medical Center no longer provides
in-patient pediatric care, among
other vital services, and patients are
increasingly being diverted to Bay-
state’s medical center in Springfield.

It wasn’t all money and issues.
Selectboard member Pat Allen and
library director Sue SanSoucie, retir-
ing after many decades of service to
the town, received a standing ovation
for their dedication to Montague.

The best line of the day belonged
to finance committee chair John Ha-
nold. who argued in favor of paying
the town clerk and treasurer an extra
$1,000 once they completed training
to receive advanced certification in
their respective offices. “Montague
is not the largest town in Franklin
County,” noted Hanold. “But it’s the
best.” Voters agreed, and approved
the motion.

D

bie, the living dead. I
was truly lost in my
world, with no respect
for myself at all. It
didn’t take long before
I picked up a needle.
That day changed my
life for ever.

I didn’t like nee-
dles. As a child I was
always afraid of them.
I hated having to stick
that needle in my vein
all day just to feel nor-
mal. It was painful at
times. It was a true
living nightmare. I
remember thinking to
myself sometimes as
I prepared the drugs to
shoot up, “What am I
doing? I’m better than this. I’'m sick.
I need help”. But quickly another
much louder voice would jump into
my head that would say, “You will
feel so much better; just do it, one
more time.” It was a constant war. I
remember pulling my mother aside
sometimes, and just looking at her
and crying. I wanted to beg for help
but I was unable to speak. I would
just say “Mom, I don’t want to stick
this needle in my arm anymore.”
She would tell me, “So don’t. Just
stop”. I would reply with “T can’t. I
have to. You don’t understand”.

I would disappear for days,
weeks. No one would know if I
were dead or alive, and more and
more I began to isolate myself from
others. I started to lose everything
for which I had worked so hard: my
job, my apartment, my belongings,
my friends. All that did not matter.
Heroin would replace it all. T did,
however, have one friend, someone
with whom I will always be friends,
who experienced this whole hell
with me. His name is Terrence and

The auz‘/:o I ance Rice

I bring him up in this story because
when I’'m writing this he continually
pops up in my mind. He saved my
life many times, and for that I will
always be grateful.

People who knew me no longer
recognized me. “Where did our
Lance go?” they would ask. I had
been. not long before, a person who
was very well-liked, and friends with
everyone. I was known to be one of
the best friends anyone could have. I
would give my shirt off my back for
a friend, and people knew me to be
that person. They were shocked that
I was gone. I remember one time
walking down the street, weigh-
ing only about 120 pounds. in 100
degree weather, wearing a hooded
sweatshirt to hide my track marks.

Friends and people I loved were
dying all around me from overdos-
es. With death all around me, you
would think that would be reason
enough for someone to stop using.
But it wasn’t. I got worse.

This is part one of two parts. The
next installment will appear in next
week's paper:

TFHS Students Weigh In on
Video Game Violence

By COURTNEY EUGIN

TURNERS FALLS —Students at
Turners Falls High School are play-
ing video games rampantly and it
could be interfering with their stud-
ies. according to recent interviews
conducted on school grounds. Chil-
dren are introduced to video games
at a young age. Parents do not often
know the effects games will have on
their children in later years. Recent
reports suggest that video game
violence can increase aggression
in some individuals, depending on
their personalities. In some cases
video games have encouraged vul-
gar behavior in teens.

Patrick Markey, Ph.D., who re-
ported his research in the American
Psychological Association Journal,
stated that, “Children are most like-
ly hostile after playing violent video
games.” According to Markey, chil-
dren who view violent video games
become easily emotional, and ex-
hibit traits such as “high neuroti-
cism (e.g., easily upset, angry, de-
pressed, emotional, etc.), low agree-
ableness (e.g., little concern for oth-
ers, indifferent to others’ feelings,
cold, etc.) and low carefulness (e.g.,
break rules, don’t keep promises,

act without thinking, etc.).” Studies
show that video games are harmless
for the vast majority of kids, but are
harmful to a small minority with
pre-existing personality or mental
health problems.

Students at Turners Falls High
School shared their views on this
discussion. Danielle Bassett, a ju-
nior, said that “video games take
away sleep from teens which could
then cause them to be more vio-
lent.” Another student, sophomore
Liam Ellis, shared his view: “If vid-
eo games make teens more violent,
then they are bound to end up vio-
lent either way because video games
are harmless.” In addition Sam Cur-
rier, a sophomore, commented: “If a
kid is playing violent video games
at a young age, then it plays a part in
teen violence. But I don’t think it’s
an excuse, because the kid has his
own brain and should know what’s
right from wrong.”

In summary, children who play
video games excessively can exhibit
increased aggression, particularly
those few who are diagnosed with
behavioral or emotional issues.

Courtney Eugin is a TFHS
student and a Reporter intern.
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www.couturebros.com”.’

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346

www.thegilltavern.com
326 Main Road, Gill, MA

woodfired pizzeria

119 Avenue A, Turners Falls  «

Turners 'Fa/é Pizza House

Family Owned & Operated

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years
Dave Argy, Family & Staff

PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS

www.turnersfalispizza.com
(413) 863-8000

Realtor,
www.PioneerValleyliving.com

CALL 863-8666

a2 i B B
T (§ill Tavern

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal
Now serving Sunday Brunch! 10am-2pm

Open Wed - Sun at 5 Pm
413.863-9006

LOOKING to BUY
or SELL a HOME?

Call Michele Johnson
413-522-6912

MicheleJohnsonRealtoraGmail.com
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