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Leverett Approves $J.6 Million 
Municipal Fiber Optic Network 

CELL TOWER BYLAW REJECTED NARROWLY 

BY KATIE NOLAN - On 
Saturday, April 28th, the Leverett 
annual town meeting approved 
bon-owing $3.6 million to wire 
eve1y property in Leverett into a 
fiber optic network for high 
speed internet access. 

A townwide debt exclusion 
vote to ratify the spending is now 
scheduled for Jm1e 2nd. 

The meeting also agreed to 
spend $5,335,124 for FY'13 
town expenses, including 
$3,670,384 for school expenses. 
Town meeting voted to spend 
$170,000 from Community 
Prese1vation Act funds to place a 
pe1ma.nent conse1va.tion restric­
tion on the 147-acre Tea.waddle 
Hill Fann. 

Less restrictive regulations on 
cell towers proposed by the plan­
ning boa.rd were rejected by a 
na1rnw margin. 

built. Verizon and Comcast, 
d 'En-ico said, had passed on the 
idea of wiling the town, as 
unprofitable. He said the Federal 
Commmlications Commission 
(FCC) considers municipal 
broadband a "best practice" for 
expanding internet access in 
underserved communities like 
Leverett. 

A 2011 smvey of Leverett 
households showed 94% had 
internet se1vice by dial up, satel­
lite, wireless, or DSL, d 'Enico 
said. "Internet-wise, Leverett is 
in the Stone Ages." 

Even at a cost of$3.6 million, 
which d'Enico contended was a 
conse1vative estimate, tl1e aver­
age increase in property taxes 
would be offset by lower month­
ly charges, so that, "vi1tually 
eve1yone will pay less for phone 0 

and computer se1vice," and prop- ~ 
erty values would rise. ~ 

D'Enico ended llis presenta- g 
tion to fe1vent applause and a Iii 
standing ovation from many in °'--..:::ll....C:;J,.i,,,::;.;-;,,, 

the gym. Charles (Chuck) Garbiel is the new owner of the Shady Glen 

Selectboard member and 
broadband committee chair Peter 
d'Enico presented the case for 
the town to pay for constiuction 
of a "fiber to the home" broad­
band network. The Mass 
Broadband Institute is cmTently 
constiucting the "middle mile" 
fiber optic network to Leverett, 
and d'En-ico said it would be bet­
ter from an engineering stand­
point to rmi the fiber to homes 
and businesses at tl1e same time 
tl1e fiber optic backbone is being 

There was a request for a 
paper ballot on the question, and 
concerns were voiced a.bout the 
a.mom1t of time that would take. 
D'Enico said the broadband 
committee supp01ted a paper bal­
lot, to ensure that everyone felt 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT making while working for 15 cooks, and the menu itself. Over 
TURNERS FALLS - Tmners years at the Turners Falls Pizza the next year, Garbiel would like 
Falls resident Charles (Chuck) House, is delighted to be the to incorporate a few of the sug­
Garbiel became the new owner new owner of the Glen and to gestions customers have ma.de: 
of the Shady Glen on Tuesday, continue a beloved local institu- for example se1ving real, local 
and plans to keep the Glen a tion. maple syiup with pancakes, and 
diner where you can get break- Many features of the diner re-opening the ice cream and 

the process was fair. fa.st at 7:30 p.m. if you like. will remain the same including takeout window. Garbiel said he 
see LEVERETT pg 10 Garbiel, who mastered pizza the cunent wait staff, back 

see SHADY GLEN page 14 

Montague Holds Annual As They Wrote It 
Town Meeting on Saturday, May 5th 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
Elected town meeting 
members in Montague 
will act on a 29 article 
wanant at the annual 
town meeting on 
Saturday, May 5th. 

Besides fixing the 
salaries of elected and 
appointed officials, vot­
ers will decide whether 
to spend $7,488,471 to 
fund town departments 
(a 2.42% increase over 
last year) and $7,850,604 
to operate the Gill­
Montague Regional 
School District (a 
$274,421, or 3.6% 
increase, from la.st year). 

Montague's share of 
the Franklin County 
Tech School's opera.ting 
budget, $737,865, repre­
sents a $59,563, or 8.8%, 
hike from last year, due 
ma.inly to the fact that 
three more Montague 
students will be attend-

ing the Tech School. 
Other articles will 

seek funding for capital 
purchases including 
$20,000 for police ta.sers, 
bulletproof vests, fire­
arms and other equip­
ment; $8,000 to purchase 
laptop computers and e­
readers for patrons of the 
public libraries; $8,200 
to fund computer equip­
ment for other town 
depa.1tments, $15,000 to 
make bathrooms at 
Hillcrest and Sheffield 
school buildings accessi­
ble for students with dis­
abilities; and $85,000 to 
pave the Sheffield park­
ing lot. 

Voters are asked to 
fund a $35,000 inflow 
and infiltration study to 
measure unintended 
sources of sewer flows in 
hopes of reducing the 
a.mount Montague tax­
payers spend to treat 

water that does not 
belong in the sewers. 
Spending $54,055 for 
lease payments on two 
existing dump trucks, 
and $44,000 for the first 
year of a five-year lease 
on a new six wheel dump 
truck, will also be con­
sidered. 

Another a1ticle seeks 
$15,000 in continuing 
heat and maintenance 
costs for the Montague 
Center School building. 

Article 25 would 
authorize the selectboard 
to enter into an agree­
ment with the 
Massachusetts Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife 
regarding the mainte­
nance of a foot bridge in 
the Sawmill River 
Conservation Land off 
North Street in 
Montague Center. The 
wooden bridge would be 

see MEETING pg 12 

Back row (l-r): Estelle Cade, Llllian Fiske, Pat Carlisle, Robin Panagakos, Joseph Parzych; 
Front row: Laura Rodlry, writing teacher, Rosalie Bolton, and Fran Hemond 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT the Gill-Montague se1lior whose relatives moved to 
TURNERS FALLS - center. Turners upon the sudden 
Seven writers who con- Rosalie Bolton led off death of the head of the 
tributed to the As You the readings with a family. Some of her 
Write It, Volume II anthol- genealogical proof/spoof 'proofs' were likely accu­
ogy held an overflow of her relatedness in some rate - such as all Bradys 
audience in rapt attention tllird or fomth degree of are Irish - but did not nee­
through readings of two or cousiness to Tom Brady, essa.rily prove she was 
three sho1t memoirs each the famous New England related to them. She kept 
on Sm1da.y, Ap11l 27th, at Patriots Quarterback, see WRITERS pg 11 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Feline Royalty 

Prince Philip 
Good Day! My name is Prince 

Philip. I'm a 7 year old male sho1t 
hair cat in need of a home. Let me 
tell you a bit about myself. Aside 
from my obvious good looks, I am 
very friendly! I get along well 
with people of ANY age - 0 to 
100! I also get on with other ani­
mals - dogs and cats! I enjoy 
spending time outdoors but would 
also love to snuggle up to a human 
at night! I love activity, so a busy 
house-hold would suit me just 
fine! 

So as you can see I really am a 
"Prince of a Cat"! Come down 
soon to meet me and I will give 
you the "Royal Welcome"! I'm a 
member of the Lonely Hearts 
Club. That means I've been wait­
ing for adoption longer than most 
of the other kitties here and my 
adoption fee is 50% off! For more 
information on adopting me, 
please contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at 413-
548-9898 or info@dpvhs.org. 

Week of May 7th 
in Montagu 

011,,frenue A for 01•er 10 years 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Moo-Thurs 1 0am-lOpm 
Fri& Sat 10am-11pm • sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·nei·s Falls 
863-9900 
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Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 
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PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
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changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 
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This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

ei1-or occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis­
ing for any reason a11d to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subsc1-iption Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY NEWS 
Used Book Sale and Cinco de Mayo Festival 

BY LINDA HICKMAN Movement series. The sale will 
TURNERS FALLS - There will be held in the libra1y basement. 
be a Spring Used Book Sale at the From 10:30 am - noon the 
Carnegie Library on Saturday, Carnegie libra1y will host a 
May 5th, from 10 am - 2 p.m. Children's Cinco de Mayo 
Thousands of books, including Festival on the library lawn. 
mysteries, suspense, romance, There will be refreshments and 
non-fiction, and children's lit, aits and crafts projects with Ruth 
will be sold for $2 a bag. O'Mara. Children of all ages are 
Recorded audio books and VHS invited. The Carnegie Libraiy is 
tapes will also sell for $2 a bag. located at 201 Ave. A, Turners 
Proceeds will support the Falls. For more info1mation, call 
library's weekly Music and the libraiy at 413-863-3214. 

MONTAGUE CENTER LIBRARY NEWS 
Reception for Sunya Webber 

A reception to celebrate the Excerpts will be read from 
life and a1tistry of Montague resi- Sunya's writing about living with 
dent Sunya Webber will be held memo1y loss and remaining posi­
at the Montague Center Libraiy tive in the face of change. Peter 
on Monday, May 7th, from 3 :00 - Schneider and Kathy Bennett will 
5:00 p.m. play clarinet and piano music. Pat 

Photographs of Sunya's exten- Schneider will read a poem writ­
sive body of work will be on ten for the occasion. For more 
exhibit at the libraiy along with info1ma:tion, call the libra1y at 
twelve pieces of her ceramic a1t. 413-863-3214. 

Sunya Webber 

WENDELL SENIOR CENTER 
Bealln~ Arts Offered to Elders 

On Monday, May 14th, the 
second installment of the 
Healing Alts Series for Wendell 
Elders will be held. This free 
program will take place from 
11 :00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the 
Wendell Senior Center. 

Licensed Massage Therapist, 
Patty Smythe will teach a class 
on the body's myofascial sys­
tem and myofascial release. 
With 15 years experience, 
Smythe has found myofascial 
release to be an effective body-

work modality for releasing dis­
comfo1t and problems brought 
by muscular holding patterns 
due to age, trauma or stress. 
"Fascia ... sunounds eve1y mus­
cle, organ and bone. It is an 
interwoven web of living tissue 
that all the struchrres of the 
body are suspended in. It is the 
'space between' and has pro­
found effects on the health of all 
systems. Fascia has different 
states of elasticity, from a gelat­
inous consistency, to a salt-
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Korry Bousquet enjqyed the spring 111ilderness during school vacation 111eek. 
Local organizations, the Brick House Community Resource Center and 

the Montague Catholic Social Ministries, collaborated to bring activities to 
neighborhood youth and families during the spring vacation week of April 
16th - 21st. Over 20 Turners Falls families attended the free programs. 

lEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Raisin~ Chickens 

On Tuesday, May 15th, 
Professor John Gerber will give 
a talk about raising chickens in 
your backyard. Professor 
Gerber teaches about sustain­
able food and farming at the 
Stockbridge School at the 
University of Massachusetts. 

His talk will begin at 7:00 
p.m. at the Leverett Libra1y, 75 
Montague Rd. For more infor­
mation, call 413-548-9220 or 
visit www.leverettlibra1y.org. 

water taffyness and when 
stressed, can have a rigidity 
exerting 2000 pounds per 
square inch, crushing struchll'es 
such as lumbar discs." The class 
will discuss this overlooked 
bodywide system and will teach 
exercises and techniques to help 
a variety of issues. 

Wear loose comfortable 
clothing to this class. 

Space is limited. Call Shelley 
Hines at 978-544-3082 to 
reserve a spot. 

Please shop locally 
Support 

:fflonta~uc l\cportcr 
advertisers 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Kasia Dobosz 

Grade 7 
Tommy Bochamikov 

Kieran Masson 
Grade 8 

Jacob Clark 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llslings 

SENI OR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Mav 7th -11th 
NANCY L, DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

GILL-MONTAGUE - Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va­
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. Kerry 
Togneri is the meal site manager. 
Council on Aging director is 
Robe1ta Potter. All fitness classes 
are suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are accept­
ed. For information, meal reser­
vations, or to sign up for pro­
grams, call 413-863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine if the center is not open. 
Monday, May 7th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, May 8th 
9:00 am. Walking Group 
10:30 a.m. Seated Health 
Program 
1 :00 p.m. RAD Class 
Wednesday, May 9th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, May 10th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 

1 :00 p m. Pitch 
Friday, May 11th 
10:00 am Aerobics 
10:45 am Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 1 Cai·e 
Drive, Etvingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
Center and program info1ma:tion, 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at 413-423-3649. 
Lunch is daily at 11 :30 a.m., with 
rese1vations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at 413-423-3308, 
for meal info1mation and reserva­
tions. Transpo1tation can be pro­
vided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Please call the 
Senior Center to confnm activi­
ties, schedule a ride and to find 
out when the next blood pressure 
clinic will be held. 
Walking Club 
The Etving Seniors ai·e fo1ming a 
walking club that will meet at 
least twice a week, weather per­
mitting, to walk together. Call 
Polly for more information. 
Monday, May 7th 
9:00 am Tai Chi 

10:00 a.m Osteo Excerise 
12:00 pm Pitch 
Tuesday, May 8th 
8:45 a.m Chair Aerobics 
9:30 C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 pm Painting 
Wednesday, May 9th 
8:45 a.m Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm Bingo 
Thursday, May 10th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m.Poshrre Perfect 
Fliday, May 11th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m.Out to Lunch - Tech 
School 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 am. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 12:00 
p.m. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 
For info1mation, contact the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5, or at coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760, for 
hours and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 

)n 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Therm·o Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG On Saturday, 
May 12th, letter cairiers across the 
country, in paitnership with the 
U.S. Postal Service, will be col­
lecting food for families in need. 
This food d1ive is the lai·gest one 
day drive in the nation, and it's 
easy to help. Collect and bag non­
perishable food items and leave 
by your mail box for carriers to 
pick up and deliver to a local food 
bank or pantly. Contact your local 
post office to confum their paitic­
ipation. 

Wendell Clean Up Day: 
Townsfolk are encouraged to pick 
up litter along the roads in their 
neighborhood and then leave the 
bags of ti·ash on the side of the 
road. All bagged ti·ash will be 
picked up between 9:00 am. and 
11 :00 a.m. on Saturday, May 
19th. 

Please call Anne at 978-544-
6111 or Ted at 544-3329 by May 
18th, to let them know where you 
are picking up litter and leaving 
bagged ti-ash. For more info, con­
tact Christine at 544-2282, or 
cheard59c@netscape.net. 

The Montague May Day 
Celebration will take place on 
Stmday, May 6th. Festivities 
begin around 10:30 am. All are 
invited to walk from the 
Montague Center post office to 
the town common. Young chil­
dren will cany the maypole. The 
event is free and paiticipants are 
encouraged to bring along a blan­
ket and picnic lunch. Call 413-
367-9923 for more info. 

Good Dirt Potte1y will hold 
open studios between 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 pm. on Stmday, May 
6th, across Main Sti·eet from the 
May Day celebration on the town 
common in Montague Center. 

Kindergaiten registration is 
on-going at the Leverett 
Elementa1y School. If you are a 
Leverett resident and have a child 
who will tum five by September 
1st, call 413-548-9144. 

On Saturday, May 12th, from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the 
Leverett Arts and Crafts building 
will host Mudfest, a clay exti·av-

JESSICA LARKIN fLLUSTRATION 

aganza. There will be a potte1y 
sale, a Raku demonstration, 
wheel throwing demonstrations, 
an oppo1tunity to play with clay, a 
kiln opening, and a tour of local 
pottery studios. In addition to a 
well-equipped clay studio, LCA 
has a beautiful outside space. The 
public is welcome and refresh­
ments will be available. 

On Saturday, May 5th from 
8:00 am. to 2:00 pm. the New 
Salem Recreation Committee 
will be sponsoring a 
Community-wide tag sale on 
the New Salem Common off of 
Route 202. Registration fees 
will be put towards the installa­
tion of the new swing set at the 
New Salem playgrotmd next to 
the libra1y. Registi·ation for a 
booth is $10. Pre-registi·ation is 
required. Contact Lynn at 
lynnlayton@hughes net or 978-
544-7892 .Rain date is May 6th. 

Meet the farm animals up 
close and personal at Simple Gifts 
Fa1m, 1089 North Pleasant in 
No1th Amherst. Fa1mer Dave 
Tepfer will be leading a brief 
fainily fa1m tour from 10:30 to 
noon on Saturday, May 12th. 
The farm features chickens, pigs, 
cows, and sheep. Simple Gifts 
Farm is a 35-acre organic veg­
etable and livestock farm which 
operates a Community-Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) program, 
where members buy a share in 
the faim, and come once a week 
to pick up vegetables. 

Send local briefs to: reporter­
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing· Patios • Walks 

Walls Installed· Tree Work 
Loam • Compost • Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

84 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 
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lEVERITT NEWS & NOTES 

Debt Exclusion Vote Scheduled 
BY TANYA CUSHMAN 
LEVERETT - The debt exclu­
sion vote for proceeding with a 
$3.6 million municipal fiber 
optic network will be held from 
9:00 am. - 1 :00 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 2nd, at town hall. 
Rules for absentee voting are 
posted on the town website. The 
selectboard and broadband com­
inittee have proinised to make 
more information about the vote 
available beforehand. 

Town hall now has a new 
accountant, FRCOG's Brian 
Mo1ton, and a new interim town 
clerk, New Salem's town clerk, 
Stacy Senflug. 

On Sunday at the can shed at 
the transfer station, Les Allen 
commented there were twice as 
many beer bottles as soda cans 
this past week versus most 
weeks. Wondering if it had 
something to do with the long 
town meeting ... 

Phip and Kate Woodard's 
children returned to their home­
stead in Four Corners three 
weekends in a row to give the 
house a facelift. On weekend 
one, they scraped and power­
washed, on weekend two, they 
primed, and last weekend, they 

painted. Looks good! 
The small white-flowered, 

always- upright garlic mustard 
(Alliaria petiolata) is marching 
its way up Amherst Road almost 
to Four Comers. Three years 
ago I saw a few little patches -
in some places it is now filling 
the roadside and invading the 
woods behind, pa1ticularly in 
Cushman before the bridge. 

The little white flowers cre­
ate seeds that remain viable 
for at least ten years and the 
almost heart-shaped leaves 
remain green all winter, low to 
the ground. Very little else can 
grow where garlic mustard 
does. It is easy to pull up by 
the roots and should be placed 
in a plastic bag to make sure 
every part dies - the flowers 
have a way of continuing on 
into becoming seeds even if 
the plants are no longer in the 
ground. 

Leverett native, Eleanor 
Duncan, who fed Leverett 
schoolchildren for 20 years as 
the lunchroom manager and 
then fed Leverett seniors for 
25 years as the mealsite man­
ager, died on April 17th at the 
age of 86. The words that 

Susan Stoffolano and retired 
pastor Fred Wilson spoke at 
her life's celebration at the 
Leverett Congregational 
Church offered a beautiful 
portrait of a ve1y giving lady. 
So, instead of words, in her 
spirit, I offer the recipe for her 
famous Gainsburger Cookies. 

Gains burgers 
- No Bake Cookies -

The LES students of the 60's 
and 70's named the cookies 
Gainsburgers because the first 
recipe was missing an ingredi­
ent and crumbled badly. 

1 stick butter 
2 cups sugar 
½ cup milk 
½ cup cocoa 
½ cup peanut butter 
1 quart oatmeal 

Melt butter then add sugar, 
milk and cocoa. Bring to a 
boil for one minute. Remove 
from heat and add peanut but­
ter. Mix until melted. Add oat­
meal and mix. Press into a 
greased cookie sheet and cut 
while still warm. 

Erving Prepares for 40 Article Annual Town Meeting on Wednesday 
BY DAVID DETMOLD - On elementa1y school budget. on the site of the abandoned 
Wednesday, May 9th, Erving The school committee has inill. 
will hold annual town meeting, defended its proposed budget as Last year, town meeting 
beginning at 7:00 pm. at the necessa1y to meet the mandated appropriated $500,000 to pay 
Erving Elementaiy School, and educational needs of all stu- for demolition and clean up at 
consider motions to spend dents, and in particular the the Usher Mill. The town finally 
$3,250,796 for the general oper- growing percentage of students acquired clear title to the inill 
ation of town government, at the elementary school who property, for tmpaid taxes, earli­
$95,731 to pay salaries of elect- fall within the spectmm of spe- er this spring, and demolition of 
ed town officials, and cial needs. The budget would most of the inill buildings will 
$3,430,463 to pay for the allow EES to hire three special- proceed in the coming months. 
schooling of Erving students in ists to assist special needs stu- A public hearing to decide the 
elementa1y and upper grades. dents. fate of the boiler room building 

Though most of the 40 aiti- Although the town's assess- is planned for Jtme. 
cles on the waITant are likely to ment for the Franklin Cotmty At the end of town meeting, 
draw little opposition, the Tech School is also rising the final waITant a1ticle will ask 
school committee's proposed steeply this year, that increase is voters to transfer $737,767 to 
elementary school budget, attributed mainly to two new the town's stabilization ftmd. If 
which calls for an increase of sh1dents attending the Tech all other waITant aiticles, includ­
$276, 731 (13%), is likely to be School from Etving. ing one from the highway 
an exception. The finance com- Town meeting voters should department to purchase a new 
inittee, which tried tmsuccess- expect to hear a repo1t from the $200,000 dump tmck, plow and 
fully during negotiations to get Usher Mill reuse committee, inline sander are approved, the 
the school committee to reduce which has been hying to per- town will have nearly $6 inillion 
its budget request, has proinised suade the selectboard to save the socked away for a rainy day in 
to offer an amendment from the historically significant boiler stabilization. 
floor for a 5% increase to the room building and water tower Not bad for a night's work. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Stree1 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Brian Sadlowski 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

SALES •SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Fra.nklin:773-9497 

Open Thurs. - Sun. 
noon - 6 pm 

SAWMILL 
RIVER 
ARTS 
at the Montague Mill 

(413) 367-2885 

A Fine Art a Craft Gallery 

1N GOO,D COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS ANO OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED. CPR CERTIFIED 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
StUJdio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ,-}67-01,, 

www.goodclir-tpotte1"9.com 

Resume Rescue Shop Inc. 
Specializing in: 
Resume Writing, Cover Letters, 
Reference Sheets, Thank you/Follow-up 
Letters, and Individualized Job Search 

Jennifer Kostanski Davenport, CPRW 
O:Ttified Professional Resume w~ 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
413-773-8534 & 413-824-8730 
w w wresumerescueshop. com 
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Revise Chapter 70 
BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
GILL-MONTAGUE - Last 
week, representatives of the 
Gill and Montague select­
boards met with members of 
the regional school commit­
tee, both town finance com­
mittees, Gill's town adminis­
trator, and the technical com­
mittee that in 2010 produced a 
five-year compact for fiscal 
sustainability for the Gill­
Montague Regional School 
District, to monitor the 
progress to date of the com­
pact. 

Montague finance commit­
tee chair John Hanold 
expressed appreciation for the 
school committee and admin­
istration for holding the line 
on budget increases for the 
last two years. Interim super­
intendent Nadine Ekstrom, 
soon to leave the district, 
spoke of the usefulness of the 
compact's guidelines in her 
effort to craft a workable 
budget. Everyone present felt 
progress had been made in 
bringing in a school budget 
the towns could support, since 
2010. 

However talk soon turned 
to the state's contribution, in 
the form of Chapter 70 fund­
ing. The compact, after calcu­
lating a decrease in state aid in 
the first year, projected state 
aid rising by 3% annually for 
the GMRSD. The state 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education and 
our state representatives 
agreed this target was reason­
able. But in fact, state aid is 
now hovering around .071 %, 
with an additional $40 per stl1-
dent dangling as a late hour 

possibility. Here we see a 
rather large fly in the prover­
bial ointment. 

One wonders why our town 
and school officials ever 
believed the GMRSD would 
see 3% annual increases in 
state aid. Under the gover­
nor's budget, at least, Gill­
Montague is one of about two 
thirds of all school districts in 
the state facing the possibility 
of level flmding for Chapter 
70 aid. 

Everyone at the meeting 
said if the low level of 
Chapter 70 flmding continues, 
the GMRSD will be looking at 
approximately an $800,000 
gap for the next two fiscal 
years. The question quickly 
arose, what is the solution? 

For Gill finance committee 
member Tupper Brown, the 
near fun1re appears to be more 
difficult, but the budget gap 
must be attacked incremental­
ly. The state has to help; the 
GMRSD has to continue to 
tighten its budget; towns have 
to keep to the annual 2.5% 
increases outlined in the com­
pact. Then we can manage. 

For Montague school com­
mittee member Jeff Singleton, 
the solution lies in motmting a 
strong lobbying effort over 
the next six months to bring 
about change in the outdated 
Chapter 70 formula and to 
develop a strategy to deal with 
legislators. The effo1ts of the 
district and the towns to date 
show good faith toward man­
aging our costs and thus 
strengthen the argument for 
the state to rework the 
Chapter 70 formula. 

School committee chair 

~------------------------, Sign Me Upl 
D $20 for half year subscription 
D $25 out-of-area subscribers 
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58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Inspirational Words from Mitt Romney 
to the College Students of America 

My message to you today is - "Take a shot. Go for 
it. Take a risk. Get the education. Borrow money if 
you have to from your parents. Start a business." 

Mike Langknecht proposed 
forming an alliance with other 
towns and districts facing 
tmderflmding from the state. 

The questions and difficul­
ties raised by the high cost of 
providing a good education to 
the children of our community 
grow increasingly challeng­
ing. Fixes from earlier peri­
ods, such as Chapter 70, no 
longer serve many districts 
well. The will to once again 
alter those fixes in light of 
current funding realities is 
buoyed up in districts where 
there is need, and downplayed 
where funding is adequate. 

At our local level these 
conundrnms of finance 
demand much from a few ded-

- Mitt Romney 
(estimated worth: $190 - $250 million) 

April 2'fth, 2012 
at Otterbein University, Ohio 

icated citizens. For schools it 
becomes nearly impossible to 
focus creatively on educating. 
The buck and the balance 
sheet are always before the 
entire educating staff. It is a 
hard reality on all sides. 

We are struck again by the 
effrontery of the DESE and 
our legislators agreeing to the 
reasonableness of 3% increas­
es in state aid for our school 
district when the compact was 
first ratified. Were they too 
optimistic, or simply pacify­
ing our committee? 

Or were they insincere? Or 
deluded? 

The towns of Gill and 
Montague, and our regional 
school district, kept our part of 

KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

the bargain. We did what we 
said we would do to solve the 
budget impasse for two years 
in a row. Our town meetings 
bought into the necessity for 
setting 2.5% limits on annual 
school growth and town costs. 
We thought we were getting 
somewhere. 

The state of Massachusetts, 
with all its apparatl1s aimed at 
maintaining school systems, 
needs to rework the Chapter 
70 formula in a way that 
allows for towns and regions 
to have sustainable school sys­
tems, where teachers and 
administrators can once again 
focus on teaching and learn­
ing, rather than the ever reced­
ing bottom line. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

The Christians Are Coming! 
Some folks in Northfield are 

worried about a branch of 
Liberty College, or some other 
Christian college, coming to 
the Northfield campus (former­
ly Nort.hfield Motmt Hermon) 
and changing the town. 

The record shows they have 
legitimate concerns. These col­
leges create change in commu­
nities where they locate. 

An example is Lynchburg, 
VA, home of feared Liberty 
College, where college stu­
dents have changed the com­
munity. Liberty students are 
polite and well mannered. They 
hold no wild parties, as at 
UMass. They pick up trash 
tossed in the street, or even a 
napkin inadvertently dropped 
in a restaurant, mimicking the 
behavior of people in Salt 
Lake City, or Hawaii, where 
citizens keep the streets pris­
tine. 

When people began meditat-

ing in Seattle, it changed the 
area. On a visit there, I could 
not get change for a dollar bill. 
Whenever I asked on a bus, at a 
newspaper box, or by a parking 
meter, invariably I was handed 
the quarter or 50 cents I need­
ed, with a smile and a refusal 
of the dollar bill. It's catching; 
I found myself doing the same 
thing, actually enjoying the 
parting of me and my money. 
People became friendlier and 
more neighborly as they fol­
lowed the Golden Rule, and 
they seemed a lot happier. 

D.L. Moody changed 
Northfield when he founded 
Christian schools for poor kids; 
first the girl's school in 
No1thfield, and then a boy's 
school in Gill. The Northfield 
Motmt Herman schools have 
combined on the Mount 
Hermon campus in Gill and 
though, sadly, the clientele are 
no longer poor kids, the atti-

tude remains. Students are 
polite and well mannered, par­
ticipate in outreach programs 
and generally act as Good 
Samaritans, picking up after 
people who may even shun 
them. 

Each April, the Northfield 
Mount Hermon School has a 
Service Day. On Friday, April 
21st, a group ofNMH sn1dents, 
led by teacher Craig Sandford, 
walked the Main Road of Gill 
from the Mount Hermon cam­
pus to Route 2, picking up rub­
bish scattered along the road­
side. Perhaps it will encourage 
people to think more about 
their environment, become 
more neighborly, and less prej­
udicial. 

A Christian college in 
Northfield may not be all that 
bad. 

- Joseph A. Parzych 
Gill 
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ANOTHER LETTER 

New Biomass Regs Will Lead to 
More Burning of Fossil Fuels 

Sierra Club Applauds Release New Biomass Regs 

Massachusetts' new biomass 
regulations show a clear sup­
port for fossil fuels by focusing 
on CO2 emissions, as outlined 
in the Manomet study. This 
flawed approach assures that 
we will continue to be awash in 
toxins spewed by fossil fuels. 
The Manomet study ignored 
the realities of the carbon 
cycle. 

All human and mammal life 
functions like mini-biomass 
plants. We all take in biomass 
as food, and exhale CO2 
which, in tum, is absorbed by 
vegetative life - trees, grass, 
etc. All fossil fuel gas is extra 
to the present life cycle. Fossil 
fuels come from biomass that 
died eons ago, releases extra 
gas into the environment and 
heats up the atmosphere, caus­
ing climate change and weird 
weather patterns. 

In addition, the Manomet 
study uses a woodlot for their 

findings as opposed to looking 
at a forest ecosystem as a 
whole. The study postulates: 
one pine tree down, another 
needs to grow to complete the 
carbon cycle. As an analogy, 
imagine extrapolating informa­
tion on the human population 
as a whole by analyzing one 
family. If that family fails to 
produce an heir and dies out, 
does the whole population die 
out? No. Neither does an entire 
forest derive its existence from 
one woodlot. 

Trees spring fo1th continu­
ously. Cut one hemlock, and 
once the soil is exposed to sun­
light again, dozens of seedlings 
will sprout in its place. The life 
cycle for trees, grass and other 
vegetative life is continuous, as 
is human life on the planet. 

-Genevieve Fraser 
Orange 

BOSTON - Massachusetts last 
week issued landmark pro­
posed final regulations that 
will lead the nation in setting 
high standards for renewable 
energy generation by adjusting 
ratepayer subsidies and incen­
tives for the biomass energy 
sector. 

The Massachusetts Sierra 
Club, in close coordination 
with national, regional, 
statewide, grassroots, and com­
munity groups has been calling 
for strengthened standards for 
biomass energy for more than 
two years. The Sierra Club's 
preliminary review of the rules 
released last week indicate that 
highly inefficient biomass 
facilities, like several proposed 
in Massachusetts, will no 
longer qualify for Renewable 
Energy Credits (RECs), a 
ratepayer-funded financial 
mechanism designed to pro­
mote renewable energy. 

"The new rules are a major 
step forward for the 

MEDIC offers Rx for Decrepit Building 

Former Cumberland Farms Building on Avenue A and 2nd Street 

BY JOHN FURBISH earnest in the early 1980s. The wiring. Where the hotel once 
TURNERS FALLS - In the downtown received a National stood, an ugly, utilitarian 2,000 
heyday of industrialism, Register Historic District desig- square foot single-sto1y struc­
Tumers Falls was a thriving nation in 1982, and the town ture, "the Cumby building" was 
community with a bustling restored the 19th century built in 1975, a building that 
downtown. However, sta1ting in streetscape of brick sidewalks clashes visually with the mag­
the 1940s, when many of the and planters in 1984. nificently refurbished Crocker 
mill workers' jobs went south, The historic four-story Bank Building, burned in 1998 
the downtown declined. Grand Trunk Hotel, built in and restored a few years later, 

Revitalization effo1ts for the 1872, had been razed in the directly across 2nd Street. 
downtown got underway in 1960s because it needed new The Cumby lot and five oth-

Massachusetts clean energy 
agenda. By raising the bar for 
what qualifies as truly green 
energy, Massachusetts will 
achieve significant greenhouse 
gas reductions compared to 
treating all biomass fuel as 
'renewable' even when whole 
trees are cut from the forest 
and burned at only 20% effi­
ciency," said James Mccaffrey, 
director of the Massachusetts 
chapter of the Sierra Club. 

The new rules have three 
key prov1s1ons: Higher 
Efficiency - Biomass facilities 
must meet a high-efficiency 
standard to qualify for 
Renewable Energy Credits, 
beginning at 50% efficiency.* 
Sustainable Harvesting 
Biomass facilities must rely 
predominantly on "residues" 
rather than whole trees as fuel. 
Greenhouse Gas Reductions -
Biomass facilities must demon­
strate emissions reductions of 
at least 50% over 20 years as 
compared to natural gas. 

ers no1th of 2nd street and west 
of Avenue A were regarded as 
the welcoming entrance to 
town, and a Heritage State Park 
was planned there. However, 
inadequate state financing pro­
duced a smaller project in the 
fo1m of a natural histo1y muse­
um, the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, which beautifully incor­
porates the sole surviving build­
ing from the Montague Paper 
Company as well as presenting 
geologic and landscaped fea­
hrres. But the Discovery Center 
park only fills up part of the 
designated space. 

When Cumberland Farms 
closed its store at 38 Avenue A, 
the town acquired the lot and 
building by eminent domain, 
after a nine-year legal battle. 
The actual owner is an aim of 
the town, the Montague 
Economic Development and 
Industrial Corporation. The 
Cumby's building has seen few 
uses since 1991; in recent years 
it has mostly sat empty and for­
lorn. The building is unheated 
in the winter, and water leaks in 
through the roof to ruin the dry­
wall inside and produce mold. 

All that is about to change, 

A typical utility-scale bio­
mass power plants bum 
300,000 to 800,000 tons of 
wood a year. "Massachusetts 
has had several large facilities 
proposed that could consume 
large swaths of New England's 
forests while polluting the air 
and water of the 
Commonwealth. The new rules 
indicate that these large, ineffi­
cient, and polluting biomass 
power-plants will no longer be 
rewarded with ratepayer incen­
tives, and hopefully will never 
be built at all," Mccaffrey stat­
ed. 

Shop Locally! 
Tell Them You 

Sa,v it in 
~IJc fflontaauc 

~cportcr! 

for the better, as MEDIC has 
given the ugly building a new 
lease on life by fo1ming a lease 
with three new tenants (the 
Montague Business 
Association, Montague 
Community Cable 
Incorporated, and River 
Ctdhrre), which plan to share 
and revitalize the space as a 
cooperative "Grant Trunk 
Media and Ctdh1ral Center". 
Exactly what this means, 
nobody knows, but assuredly 
it's going to be interesting, and 
potentially rejuvenating for 
downtown Turners to find out. 

What better use could there 
be for this decrepit building? 
These three tenants seem per­
fectly matched to this under-uti­
lized, high profile space. When 
the Gill-Montague Bridge gets 
completed in just two more 
years, the Crocker Bank 
Building, the new Media and 
Ctdhrral Center and its outdoor 
events, and the ex1stmg 
Discove1y Center park will be 
welcoming landmarks to help 
promote our important new 
indushy of tourism, and to 
make life better for those of us 
who live here. 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

i1RECISION 
_L\. I~ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
GilL MA 01354 

RAVEN 
r.; , .' ' 1· 
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re 
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5 BANK ROW (RT 5&10) 

GREENFIELD, MA 
413- 772- 1968 

4 OLC SOUTH STREET 
DOWNTOWN 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 
413 - 584 - 9868 

2 LOCATIONS • USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS 
OPEN DAILY • RAVENUSEDBOOKS.COM 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

elfJf 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 



6 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER May 3, 2012 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD NOTES FROM THE ERVING SElECTBOARD 

Mechanical Problems 
Continue at New Senior Center 

A Leaning Dam, Leaked Diesel, 
and an Article to Expand VY Evac Zone 

BY JOSH HEINEMAN -
How much will the town 
have to pay to fix the lean­
ing dam at Fiske Pond? 
An engineer's repo1t esti­
mates - $10,000. 

Mary Thomas and Don 
Chapelle of the Fiske 
Pond advisory committee 
met the selectboard to talk 
about the dam that holds 
Fiske Pond in place. 
Following a 2009 state 
mandated inspection, the 
town cleared bmsh and 
small trees from the dam. 
But now, the retaining 
wall on the downstream 
side of the dam has begun 
to lean away from the 
pond, and that movement 
has created three sink­
holes in the dam. 

Motmt Grace will con­
tinue to own the prope1ty 
now and will take respon­
sibility for marking the 
botmdaries, but Wendell 
will be responsible for 
monitoring and enforcing 
the CR. Motmt Grace will 
train five or six Wendell 
citizens on what that mon­
itoring will involve -
mainly a yearly walk 
through the property. 

board has had the time to 
put the ballot question into 
final fo1m. 

Aldrich said that the 
Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association 
(MIIA), the town's insm·­
ance company, is raising 
its rate 3%, but because 
Wendell pays its bill 
before July 1st the town 
will get a 5% discotmt on 
that 3% increase. 

In an tmforhmate win­
ter incident, a filter on the 
town grader leaked and 
dripped diesel fuel onto 
the grotmd by the town 
garage. The original esti­
mate of how much diesel 
leaked was tmder the ten 
gallon threshold requiring 
inte1vention by the 
Department of 

BY KATIE NOLAN - At 
the April 30th selectboard 
meeting, town administi·a­
tor Tom Sharp reported 
that warranty problems 
were continuing at the 
new commtmity and sen­
ior center, with leaks still 
occurring in the pump 
room. However, Sharp 
said, the contractors have 
been on site, addressing 
the problems. 

The selectboard voted 
to accept the $150,253 bid 
from Lane Const11.1ction 
for repaving Pratt Street, 
Lester Street, and Moore 
Sti·eet in Eivingside. A 
lower bid had been 
received, but was fotmd to 
have discrepancies, so 
Lane's bid was selected. 

The selectboard decid­
ed to focus on defining the 
positions for the depart­
ment of public works reor-

ganization, reviewing job 
descriptions, and defining 
wages at their next meet­
ing, May 5th. The posi­
tions will be posted after 
the annual town meeting 
on May 7th. 

Treasurer Margaret 
Sullivan told the board 
there were mmors among 
some town employees that 
under the DPW reorgani­
zation, DPW employees 
would be receiving hefty 
raises. Selectboard chair 
Andrew Goodwin replied 
there are no job descrip­
tions yet, and no one has 
been hired for the new 
positions. 

Sullivan also repo1ted 
the cotmcil on aging 
would like to keep a ten­
hour per week mainte­
nance person on staff at 
the community and senior 
center, even after a DPW 

employee is assigned to be 
responsible for mainte­
nance on the building 
tmder the DPW reorgani­
zation plan. She said the 
COA felt a highway work­
er would be paid a higher 
wage than a part-time 
maintenance worker, and 
the full time worker would 
need to be paid time and a 
half for being on site for 
evening programs. 

Selectboard member 
Eugene Klepadlo suggest­
ed hiring a per-diem main­
tenance worker for 
evening events. 

Sullivan presented the 
board with a list of cost of 
living adjustment (COLA) 
errors in the proposed 
FY' 13 general govern­
ment budget. The select­
board agreed to revise 
these items on the town 
meeting floor. 

Chapelle said an engi­
neer's recommendation is 
to fill behind the dam with 
rocks and boulders to hold 
the leaning wall in place, 
at an estimated cost of 
$10,000. 

Laurel Facey, Peter 
Gallant, and Pam 
Richardson met the select­
board to ask that an article 
be put on the town meet­
ing warrant to ask state 
and federal legislators to 
expand the evacuation 
zone arotmd the nuclear 
power plant Vermont 
Yankee in Vernon, VT. 
They cited the evacuation 
of a nearly 20 mile radius 
around the Fukushima 
meltdowns, and the fact 
the United States milita1y 
has kept their personnel 
outside a 50 mile radius 
from the Fukushima reac­
tors. 

Environmental Protection, 
but Stantec, the engineer­
ing firm hired to check the 
spill, reported the amotmt 
achially leaked was 35 
gallons, so now the DEP 
is involved. 

Write-In Candidate Joins Selectboard Race 
That work would hide 

the fine stone work down­
stream of the dam, 
Chapelle said. 

The Office of Dam 
Inspection apparently 
does not have a report on 
the dam that was prepared 
from the 2009 inspection. 
Selectboard chair 
Christine Heard asked 
town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich to tiy to discover 
its whereabouts. The 
Office of Dam Safety con­
siders the Fiske Pond dam 
to be a lower hazard dam, 
presumably because its 
failure is not likely to 
wash out a large city. 

Mount Grace Land 
Tmst representative Paul 
Daniello updated the 
selectboard on the 
progress of the conse1va­
tion restriction (CR) on 
the Althur Cronquist prop­
erty that touches Lyons 
Brook in West Wendell. 
Mount Grace is hoping to 
close on the CR by May 
31st, but before that can 
happen the CR has to be 
reviewed by a state attor­
ney. 

Selectboard member 
Dan Keller added that the 
total number of people 
that Japan may have to 
eventually relocate, many 
from ancestral homes, due 
to last year's nuclear dis­
aster, may reach 40 mil­
lion. There is the possibil­
ity of moving them to 
tmoccupied Russian off­
shore islands, or Chinese 
"ghost cities," cities that 
were built, but never occu­
pied because there was no 
work for any occupants. 

Gallant said there are 
cities 40 miles from 
Fukushima that will never 
again be occupied. 
Pooser added the disaster 
has caused Japan to begin 
shutting down all its 
nuclear reactors. 

Aldrich reported the 
effort to bring up the 
Community Prese1vation 
Act for town meeting con­
sideration has been put off 
for at least a year, because 
no one on the open space 
committee or the planning 

The town road crew 
was allowed to dig up the 
contaminated soil, but dis­
posal of that soil and the 
engineering expenses will 
nm $23,550. That cost 
will be covered by insm·­
ance, but before paying 
that price, MIIA will send 
their own inspector to the 
site. 

Pooser said the asses­
sors had some computer 
issues they were taking 
care of within their own 
budget, but beyond that, 
the computer Helen 
Williams, half-time assis­
tant assessor, uses is so old 
and slow it should be 
replaced. Pooser said all 
departments will face a 
similar problem, as the 
state requires more elec­
ti·onic reporting and as 
computers in use get old. 
He said the town should 
begin to think about hav­
ing an IT person and a reg­
ular schedule for replacing 
outdated computers on the 
same kind of regular 
schedule any other capital 

see WENDELL pg 12 

BY KATIE NOLAN 
ERVING - Three candi­
dates, Althur Johnson, 
Joseph Newton, and 
Margaret Sullivan, are in 
the nmning for a three­
year seat on the Eiving 
selectboard, in the town 
election coming up on 
Monday, May 7th, from 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Current selectboard 
member Jamie Hackett 
has decided not to nm for 
re-election, so that seat is 
up for grabs. 

Arthur Johnson 
Althur Johnson, of 

Motmtain Road, is a write­
in candidate for select­
board. Johnson has owned 
a small business for 13 
years, and currently oper­
ates two enterprises, 
Opie's Elite Limo and a 
coin-operated machine 
maintenance business. 

Johnson grew up in 
Eiving, and in area towns, 
and built a house on 
Motmtain Road in 1993, 
near his parents' home. He 
has se1ved on the zoning 
board of appeals for six 
years. 

Johnson says the main 
reason he is mnning is 
because, "I like my town." 
He said people asked him 
to mn in order to provide 
more of a choice of candi­
dates. 

"People feel better with 
three candidates," he said. 
He added that his qualifi­
cations include lots of real 
life experience, and his 
backgrotmd as a success­
ful business owner. 

Johnson said, as a small 
business owner, he wants 
to see a more sti·earnlined 
process for new business­
es starting in town. 
However, he said it is ve1y 
impo1tant to have an even 
playing field for all busi­
nesses, "the same mies for 
eve1yone." 

Because his parents 
live in town, he is a sti·ong 
supporter of the senior 
center. He called the for­
mer Usher Mill property a 
"historical treasure" and 
said he has "huge hopes" 
for the redevelopment of 
that property, foreseeing 
green space and picnic 
tables where now there is 

only mbble. 
Johnson said he sup­

po1ts the recent reorgani­
zation of the public works 
department and feels it 
will "settle many prob­
lems." He sees Eiving's 
location along Route 2 as 
a great opporhmity for 
business development. 

"Great things could 
happen... businesses 
could flourish, helping the 
tax base and providing 
jobs." He added, "We can 
remain a small town, and 
be an economic power­
house. Instead of being a 
headache, ti·affic could be 
a benefit." 

Still, Johnson wants to 
"make sure that Erving 
stays a nice little New 
England town, while keep­
ing up with the times." He 
also said, "Very few towns 
have what we have, well­
maintained buildings and 
parks. The town looks 
good and I want to keep it 
that way." 

Joseph Newton 
Joseph Newton, of 

River Road, is cmTently a 

see RACE page 12 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

Now Delivering Propane 

llEA11NG· COOLING· PlUMIINC 

·~,~i. 

540 Northfield Rtl., Bernardston 
www.countryoil.com 

Pn1alll&llldllll 
Programs lnllallle 

Clll fur Delall& 

~ 

llr condm111111 
Senlce& 

IIStllllllon 
l -800-327-9992 

4I3-t>48-99rn 
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413-134-PLOW (1569) 
Sita Lang 

Leaf BusteYs 
Gutter Cleaning and Repairs, 

Spring Cleaning, Power Washing, 

Lawn Maintenance and Odd Jobs 

Call for a FREE Estimate 

Justin Hanecak 
413-512-1553 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Woter Healers, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to goN 

184 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 4 13-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License # 13175 
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KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD Toe l e1t11 Lies «)f 1E1t11teirgy 
Little Library Coming to Avenue A Speech delivered to a crowd of thousands by Vermont 

BY JANEL can take a book and bring 
NOCKLEBY - Turners a book," she said, "culti­
Falls already has a vating a sense of random 

Of particular interest to 
taxpayers, Golrick also 
commented the airport 
commission is taking a 
long view on energy con­
stunption and is consider­
ing a possible solar fann 
at the airpo1t. "We want to 
be closer to self-suffi-

Governor Peter Shumlin in Brattleboro, on April 14th, 2012. 

Carnegie Libra1y on discovery." 
Avenue A, but Montague The brightly-colored 
Center resident and GCC struchrre will be water­
librarian Jeri Moran is tight, and Moran will 
forging ahead to create a build the initial collection 
little free libra1y a few of books from her own 
blocks down the Avenue collection, no doubt with a 
too. It will be about the few gems in it from her 
size of a dollhouse. career in books. 

And hue to her profes- The little free library 
sion, Moran has done all can act as a kind of 
of the research needed to "adjtmct" to the Carnegie, 
make that happen: she elaborated. She's con-

Approval and support sidering stocking the little 
from Montague Libraries libra1y with the first books 
director Sue Sansoucie. in science fiction series to 
Check. Ideal Location get people hooked, and, of 
selected with approval of course, some children's 
flower bed gardeners titles. Perhaps, The Little 
Michelle Johnson and Free Library That Could? 

cient," he said. "It's a 
Green thing, and we want 
to take the bmden off of 
town taxpayers." 

Selectboard member 
Pat Allen recommended 
working with the 
Montague energy com­
mittee for information 
sharing on solar installa­
tions, as they have 
accmed a lot of knowl­
edge on the subject. 

The selectboard voted 
Anne Jemas. Check. Dig In other news, Turners to approve an agreement 
safe approval by utilities. Falls Municipal Airport between the 

"Thank you ve1y much 
for standing up for 
democracy. Thank you 
for standing up to 
Entergy Louisiana. 
Thank you for standing 
up for clean energy and a 
bright energy fuhrre that 
does not include an 
aging, leaking nuclear 
power plant that we're 
going to retire with your 
help. 

"Without you, we will 
not succeed in beating the 
corporate powers of 
Louisiana against the 
people of the State of 
Ve1mont; that's why your 
presence here is so 
important. 

"How many of you 
have a drivers license 
from the state of 
Ve1mont? (Cheers). How 
many of you would drive 
without license if the 
Vermont license had Governor Peter Shum/in told Entergy VY to get out of town. 

Check. Tree warden constmction projects con­
approval. Check. Building tinue, in spite of "a mun­
inspector approval? Well, ber of uphill battles," 
no, but David Jensen according to airport com­
seemed disinclined to mission chair Peter 

Massachusetts Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife and 
the town of Montague for 
fuhrre maintenance of a 
newly-planned footbridge 
at the Sawmill River con­
servation land off ofN01th 
Street in Montague 
Center. The vote is contin-

expired? (Laughter). didn't seem their word would report to us when 
things went wrong. But 
when the cooling tower 
collapsed, you might 
remember the press 
release they issued: there 
was a small release at one 
of the cooling towers. 
Several days later, a pho­
tograph was produced -
turns out what they said 
wasn't tI1.1e. 

quibble with a project that Golrick. 
will house ideas, not peo- Those uphill battles 
pie. have included "a contrac-

The selectboard tor not doing what they 
approved the use of public were supposed to do, ris­
property for this pmpose, ing fuel costs ( associated 
and so the little fre.e with paving), and Native 
libra1y will be securely American archeological 
placed in the flower bed interests," he said. 
area in front of Nina's Yet, Golrick explained 
Nook, Tognarelli's, and most all of the lights for 
Equi's Candy Store, on the runway have been 
Avenue A, early this stun- installed, and "pilots are 
mer. pleased with them." A 

The mission of the little rotating beacon is also 
free library project as planned. Two trenches for 
described at littlefre.eli- necessary electrical equip­
brary.org is to "promote ment have been approved, 
literacy and the love of and planning for a new 
reading by building free section of perimeter fenc­
book exchanges world- ing is unde1way. 
wide, to build a sense of "The first choice is to 
community as we share avoid dish1rbing anything 
skills, creativity, and wis- if we can," Golrick said, 
<lorn across generations, refening to the possibility 
and to build 2,510 of finding Native 
libraries arotmd the world, American aitifacts on air-
more than Andrew po1t property. Several test 
Carnegie." pits have been dug, and 

Moran reported there will continue to be dug, 
are about 800 little free especially for any perime­
libraries in the world so ter fencing projects, he 
far, and they can be self- explained. "A number of 
sustaining, with a little significant artifacts were 
supervision, which she is fotmd at one area near the 

gent on town meeting 
approval also. Town 
meeting will be held this 
Sahrrday, May 5th. 

Town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio is 
collecting information 
regarding the possible 
donation of the St. Anne's 
rectory on Sixth StI·eet to 
the town of Montague, 
which is also up for a vote 
at a special town meeting 
at 8:30 a.m. before the 
annual town meeting this 
Sahrrday. From the mort­
gage company that owns 
it, Abbondanzio has 
learned about smveys on 
the prope1ty, possible esti­
mates for rehabilitating 
previous fire damage, and 
title information. 

"I'm checking for hid­
den costs," he said, and he 
also has been looking 
back at all of the town-
owned properties and 
"how the town came to 
own them and the condi-

happy to provide. "People taxiway," Golrick added. see MONTAGUE pg 11 

Teach that to our friends 
in Louisiana, and we'll 
be there! 

"As a kid who was 
born and raised in this 
county, that hosts the 
only nuclear power plant 
in this state, I think it's 
worth remembering 
where we are on this day 
in 2012, several days 
after it was promised that 
the plant would be closed 
on schedule, meeting its 
designed life. 

"The first promise that 
was made by Entergy 
Louisiana when they 
bought the plant was that 
it would be shut down on 
schedule in March of 
2012. Somehow that 
doesn't seem to be true. 

"The second promise 
that was made by Entergy 
Louisiana was that they 
would nm the plant as 
they bought it. But the 
first thing they did once 
they got ownership was 
to pump 20% more juice 
through it than it was 
designed to generate. 
They told us they'd keep 
it the way it was; it didn't 
happen that way; again it 

was n·ue. 
"The third promise 

that was made when they 
bought the plant was that 
there was so much money 
in the decommissioning 
ftmd to meet the promise 
of taking it away on 
schedule when it was 
shut down that they did 
not need to put any more 
money in. Tums out that 
wasn't n·ue. 

"The fourth promise 
that was made was that 
they would be the owners 
of the plant until it shut 
down in 2012. Tums out 
with the advent and 
invention of SpinCo, the 
company that made AIG 
and Bear Stearns look 
like sound Wall Street 
proposals, huns out they 
were going to spin us off 
to a highly leveraged 
Wall StI·eet drain, leave 
us with the carcasses of 
old nukes across America 
while they took the loot 
and ran. So their promise 
that they were going to be 
the owners of the plant, 
that wasn't n·ue. 

"The fifth promise 
they made was that they 

"The sixth thing they 
told us after swearing 
under oath was that the 
plant magically had no 
undergrotmd pipes cany­
ing nuclear waste. Tums 
out, a year later, when 
they started to leak, that 
wasn't tI1.1e. 

"The seventh promise 
they made to Ve1monters 
was that with their great 
stewardship, we'd get 
cheap power. Tums out 
that wasn't tme. 

"The eighth promise 
made by Entergy 
Louisiana to Ve1monters 
was that they would 
abide by our laws of the 
great State of Vermont. 
Turns out, that wasn't 
tme. 

"The ninth promise 
see SHUMLIN pg 8 
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Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 
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Aboaf t-Face 
Computer Solutions 

161 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 
(413) 863-5447 

Full Service Repairs, Network 
Setup & Repair, Sales! 

www.about-facecomputers.com 

BUNDlLE UP FOR 
SAV~NGS! 

.ADIATOR =, 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS-TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gi 
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EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 
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37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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Sarah Waldron and Avery Johnson (left)are Jealous of their sister C)nthia Roy Clark's new shaw4 not to mention her beauty, 
as other courtiers look on in Erving Elementary School's retelling ojBeauty and the Beast, in the original plqy, A Minstrel's Tale 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - The 
transfonnative magic of friend­
ship and kindness overcame 
the base vices of arrogance and 
avarice in the delightful all 
school play A Minstrel's Tale 
at Erving Elementa1y School 
on Wednesday, May 2nd. 

Directed by Emily Samuels, 
with help from Ed Hines and 
Jen Zabek, the play was a 
faithful retelling of the old 
French fai1y tale Beauty and 
the Beast, and it featured a 
standout performance by 
Sophie, the wise merchant's 
daughter, played with tender­
ness and sympathy by Cynthia 
Roy Clark, ably backed by 
Tyler Zilinski as the surly 
Beast. 

All the familiar accou­
trements of the fai1y tale were 
present on the stage, and many 
new twists were added under 
the experienced direction of 
Emily Samuels, who is also 
credited with authoring the 
original script with Kathleen 
Bridgewater, Nita Chase, Ed 
Hines, Jane Urban and Jen 

Zabek. 
If these were the same col­

laborators who choreographed 
the brilliant dances, nimbly 
executed by even the youngest 
of the elementary students, 
then they deserved a standing 
ovation from the packed to the 
rafters auditorium. 

Working with a talented pit 
orchestra featuring Hines and 
Samuels and a number of ver­
satile accompanists, the stu­
dents took old English Mo1Tis 
dances and updated them with 
bold leaps, intricate steps, and 
props ranging from deer antlers 
to bells on heels to shimmering 
tin foil. It was a delight to 
watch the young students 
weaving through the compli­
cated figures of the dances like 
seasoned pros. 

After a vain prince (Jack 
Putula) treats an old woman in 
the market (Samantha 
Kolodziej) cruelly, she casts a 
spell on him with the aid of 
some willing little goblins and 
turns him into a terrible beast. 

In another pa1t of the realm, 

a merchant, (Jaxon Rollins) 
setting forth to the harbor 
where his ship will soon land 
bringing him great riches, asks 
his daughters what they would 
like him to bring them on his 

from SHUMLIN page 7 

that was made by Entergy 
Louisiana, was that they would 
abide by the memorandum of 
understanding they signed 
under oath with the Public 
Service Board, agreeing to 
comply with Act 160, and 
agreeing to comply with the 
vote of the legislature, Yes or 
No, about whether their contin­
ued operation was in the best 
interests of Vermont. They 
suppo1ted the bill; they sup­
po1ted the legislative vote, 
until suddenly it looked like it 
wouldn't go their way. 
Suddenly that wasn't true. 

And finally, they've spent 
hundreds of thousands of dol­
lars trying to convince 
Vennonters on television with 
slick Wall Street ads that if we 

return. 
The two elder daughters, 

(Sarah Waldron and Avery 
Johnson) preening like a pair 
of peacocks, both want beauti­
ful dresses, but Sophie begs 

kept the plant running we're 
going to have cheap power as 
far as the eye can see. It was a 
surprise to many Vermonters 
that even their advertising 
campaign wasn't tiue. 

"So I say, ten times, ten 
untruths, in a state where 
Vermonters value the truth 
more than any other state in the 
nation. 

You're here today to stand 
up for truth, to stand up for 
Ve1mont, to stand up for our 
democracy, to stand up for har­
nessing the wind, and the sun, 
and our streams, and our 
woods and forests, and our 
fields, to stand up for a renew­
able energy future. To stand up 
for a Vermont where your kids 
and my kids know two things: 
If you do business with 
Ve1mont, you keep your word. 

May 3, 2011 

only for a flower, and her 
father's safe return. 

Needless to say, the mer­
chant's ship founders. Rather 
than return home empty hand­
ed, he plucks a rose for Sophie 
from the enchanted garden of 
the Beast, who threatens him 
with death unless he sends his 
daughter to take his place. 

The rest of the play is a 
study in manners, as the rude 
Beast, after repeated failures, 
is finally schooled in the 
niceties of human kindness by 
a coterie of courtiers, until, like 
Bill Murray in Groundhog 
Day, he wins his belle's heart. 

Sophie's gift of friendship is 
enough to tum the Beast back 
into the proud and not much 
changed Prince, leaving the 
audience on the point of c1ying 
out, like Greta Garbo before 
them as she watched Jean 
Marais in the unrivalled film 
version of the same tale by the 
great Jean Cocteau, "Give me 
back my Beast!" 

But wait. That's not the 
message our school children 
should take home. "I've 
changed!" protests the Prince. 
"I'm kind to eve1yone now!" 

These players get a gold star 
for a heartwa1ming production 
that pleased the entire town, 
proving once again that vi1tue 
is worth more than gold, and a 
rose, however its petals may 
curl and its thorns may pain, is 
still, in the end, a rose. 

And second - we have a bright 
jobs future, a bright economic 
future, by showing the rest of 
the nation how to get off of our 
addiction to oil, stop spending 
dollars in countries that mostly 
don't like us, use less 
resources, not more, go to 
small, community-generated 
Green Power, and say to the 
aging nuclear industiy in 
America, including here in 
Vermont, Shut 'em Down, go 
home, tell the trnth, we're 
moving on, you're moving out, 
you go first, we're not going to 
rest until you're gone, decom­
missioned, and returned to a 
green field. 

Thank you so much for 
being here today, together we 
will get there and we will over-
come. II 
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BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
TURNERS FALLS - At 96 
years old, Randolph (Randy) 
Suhl has time to reflect on what 
he feels is important about his life 
and times. 

Sita Lang, an independent 
home care aide from Tm11ers 
Falls who recently sta1ted her 
own business called "In Good 
Company," introduced me to her 
client Randy last week, and he 
related his life sto1y to me. 

Now I will relate his sto1y to 
you. 

Randy got his sta1t in life 
tl1anks to a Geiman immigrant 
fatller and motlier back 1916. 
Randy speculates tile name Suhl 
may have come from tile town in 
Gennany from which his father's 
parents emigrated. 

His father built the family 
home on River Street in 
Greenfield. It still stands across 
tl1e street from tile Barn discount 
store. 

River Street was known as 
Greenfield's Geiman neighbor­
hood in Randy's youtll. 

His father was a career 
employee of tl1e Greenfield Tap 
and Die (GTD), where he was tl1e 
foreman and master machinist for 
many years. 

It was tile practice at GTD to 
hire tl1e sons of skilled employ­
ees, so eventually Randy's older 
brotller, a talented toolmaker in 
his own right, was hired by tl1e 
company. At 19, Randy also 
joined tile work force at GTD. 

He became a skilled tluead 
grinder, specializing in fine 
gauges. It was 1935, and tllere 
were plenty of job openings. 

When America entered 
WWII, working for tile GTD 
earned many employees exemp­
tions from war seivice, because 
GTD produced essential parts for 

tile war effort. So impoitant was 
tile fine gauge depaitment tllat 
the company built a separate 
building to house it on Sanderson 
Street, witll its own air condi­
tioned inspection room. 

After work, Randy would 
drive to Turners Falls with 
friends in his dad's car. He was 
the only one in his circle of 
friends witll a driver's license. On 
tile front porch of one of tl1e cor­
ner groceries in Tmners, Randy 
met his future wife, Rita. She was 
tile daughter of tile store owner, 
and she used to hang out on tile 
porch witll her friends; she was a 
jmlior in high school at tile time. 

Altl1ough tlley were attracted 
to each oilier, Randy says it was­
n't m1til Rita invited him to be her 
esc01t to tile prom tllat "tilings 
became serious." 

In 1940, tlley manied, despite 
being of different religious back­
grom1ds. Although neither of 
tlleir parents ever said anytlling 
about it, Randy always tl1ought 
Rita's motlier was not so keen on 
the union. Because Rita was 
Catholic and Randy was 
Lutlleran, tlley were not able to 
be man'ied in tl1e chmch. 

Randy always accompanied 
his wife to mass at Ste. Anne's, 
and eventually took instmction 
from a yom1g pi'iest at tile chmch. 
Randy conveited to Catllolicism 
ratller tllan have llis family divid­
ed on religious grom1ds. Soon, 
two babies were bom, a boy 
named Randy, a girl named Jane. 

In tile 1950s, lots came up for 
sale on Montague Street, and 
Randy was one of tile first to buy. 
He exchanged skills witll a fi'iend 
to build each other's houses. 
Randy was good at laying tile 
foundation, and knew how to 
square tile comers; tlley shared 
tile same carpenter. All tl1e work 

Resources for Area Seniors 
A good local resomce for a 
variety of elder seivices is the 
Franklin County Home Care 
Corporation in Montague City, 
reachable at: www.fchcc.org or 
413-773-5555. FCHCC pro­
vides counseling and assistance 
for seiliors for a vai'iety of serv­
ices, including in-home care, 

pay for caregivers, caregiver 
grants, caregiver suppoit and 
respite, legal questions, fuel 
assistance, housing options, 
caregiver respite and more. 
FCHCC can provide informa­
tion to professionals as well as 
elders, caregivers and persons 
with disabilities. 
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was done on weekends. It took 
about a year before he and Rita 
could move in, tllough tile inside 
was still m1finished. Randy was 
able to trade llis masomy skills 
with a master plasterer from 
Greenfield who plastered his liv­
ing room walls perfectly. That 
cooperative building metllod 
took time, but saved money and 
mistakes in tile long run. 

After tile war, tile Tap and Die 
business began to change. The 
paits supplied by Jones and 
Lamson of Springfield, VT 
became obsolete. New business 
grew up witll Gennany and tile 
Reischauer company. Randy was 
adept at leanling and demonstrat­
ing new machines and was often 
chosen to nm a new machine. 

Randy retired in 1983 at age 
67 from Greenfield Tap and Die. 
His wife Rita passed on two years 
ago. But for Randy, tlleir mar-

Randy and Rita Suh/ 

i'iage still lasts; he counts 72 
years of man'ied life. 

Now, Randy is able to get 
around with his walker. He main­
tains his home and daily life witll 
tile help of a gardener, a house­
keeper and tile companionship of 
Sita Lang, who comes in a few 
homs a week for conversation. 
As a result, Randy says he does­
n't suffer from loneliness. He 
feels he can discuss ai1ytlling on 
llis mind witll Sita. She and he ai·e 
good friends. 

Randy is veiy proud of llis 
children. His son was admitted to 
Deerfield Academy day school at 
tile suggestion of Russ Miller, 
tllen acting head of Deerfield, and 
much encomaged in his choice of 
college by John Boyden. He is 
sme none oftllat would have hap­
pened if his wife Rita hadn't 
worked in the country store 
bellind tile Tavern in Deerfield at 

Patty Smythe Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. Licensed Massage Therapist 
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tile time of Mr. and Mrs. Flint, 
tile great restorers of Old 
Deerfield. Rai1dy himself helped 
out delivering orders on 
Saturdays, thus meeting Russ 
Miller and other teachers at tile 
school. His daughter Jane is 
semi-retired from tile Department 
of Social Seivice. Now, his son is 
retired, too, and visits from 
Virgiilia once a montll. 

Randolph 'Randy' Suhl has 
lived a long and full life. He still 
enjoys it fully, and is happy to 
have kept his keen wits and his 
goodness of heait. 

Other elders who may be in 
search of Good Compai1y, might 
give a call to Sita Lai1g, and In 
Good Compai1y. She is hospice 
trained, CPR ceitified, ai1d able 
to provide non-medical seivices. 
She offers listening witll an open 
heait, listeiling non-judgmentally 
to tile elderly in om community. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 mww 
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from LEVERETT pg 1 
Responding to questions from 

the floor, d'Eirico said properties 
could have multiple connections; 
the committee was considering a 
two to five year contract for an 
intemet provider, but could go 
with a sho1ter initial contract to 
ensure the provider gave good 
service; and the $3.6 million 
being considered was less than 
1 % of the town's total valuation. 
Leverett has an excellent bond 
rating, so there was likely to be 
no problem with future bo1rnw­
ing. Yes, d'EI11co told one ques­
tioner, a fiber optic network 
requires electi'icity and would not 
work if the power is out. 

On the question of a prope1ty 
owner opting out of high speed 
access, d'EI11co said the commit­
tee had not considered that, view­
ing the fiber optic system as a 
public utility like roads. Even 
people who did not subsc11be to 
the intemet or phone se1vice 
would want the connection avail­
able for the fuhrre, d'Errico 
opined. 

Speaking in suppo1t of the 
article, Ga1y Gruber, said, 
'Thanks for thinking out of the 
box. It comes down to econom­
ics. If this passes, even if taxes go 
up, the value of houses for resale 
will go up tomo1Tow." 

One North Leverett resident 
said moving to Leverett had a 
"huge negative impact" on his 
life, because of the poor intemet 
and phone connections. "We 
absolutely need this," he said, 
"unless we want to install butter 
chums on eve1y front porch and 
call ourselves 'historic 
Leverett'." 

One speaker said, "I'm not 
sure we have enough infomiation 
to approve this. Const111ction is 
the easy pait; operation is hai·der. 
I'd like to see more detail." 

Stewait Olsen asked, "What 
happens if we piss off Verizon 
and they don't let us use their 
wires?" 

D'En'ico said in several states, 
Verizon and other telecommuni­
cations companies had succeeded 
in passing laws making it illegal 
for municipalities to share utility 
infrast111chlre. But, he said, it's a 
different sto1y in Massachusetts, 
where the state government is 
committed to increasing intemet 
access. If Verizon tl'ies to slow 
the town with legal actions, 'The 
Attomey General would work 
with us," to fight them, he said. 

Using paper ballots, the meet­
ing voted 306 to 33 to approve 

the project. 

Shively Defeats Roberts for 
Select board 

The meeting, which packed 
the Leverett Elementaiy School 
gymnasium with more than 300 
people, three times the nonnal 
hunout, began with election of 
town officers. The only contested 
race was for the selectboard seat 
ct111·ently held by Julie Shively. 
Richard Roberts ill was nominat­
ed by Isaiah Robison of the con­
servation commission. Asked if 
Robe1ts was present at the meet­
ing, the gym filled with laughter 
when Robison said Robe1ts was 
at work and, "He has no idea he's 
been nominated." 

Robison added he was sure 
Robe1ts, who is cwTently on the 
capital planning committee, 
would be willing to se1ve the 
town on the selectboard. 

In her short statement, Shively 
said she had been on the select­
boai·d for one tenn, and "I have 
my feet on the ground." She said 
she has been working with the 
school committee and regional 
school planning committee and 
wanted to continue working on 
the issue of school regionaliza­
tion. 

In a sho1t statement for 
Roberts, Robison said Robe1ts 
can represent younger residents, 
providing "more balance and a 
broader spectium" of viewpoints. 
He cited Robe1ts' business 
degree and work in his family's 
business as qualifications for the 
job. 

Shively was re-elected on a 
paper ballot vote, receiving 157 
votes to Robe1ts' 56. 

Kip Fonsh and Sarah Dolven 
were handily re-elected to the 
school committee. And candi­
dates were found to fill the seats 
vacated by long time members 
Farshid Hajir and Pam Stone. 
Catherine Brooks and Aaron 
Osbome were dragooned into 
service; they will attend their first 
school committee meeting on 
Monday , May 7th. 

The Leverett annual town 
meeting sta1ts on a Sahu·day 
moming, works until midday, 
adjowns for ltmch, and recon­
venes to finish work in the after­
noon. When the lunch break was 
called, many residents left the 
gym for the swmy 60 degree 
weather on the playgrotmd, talk­
ing politics, eating picnic ltmch­
es, pushing children on swings, 
or walking to loosen joints stiff­
ened by a long moming sitting in 
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folding chairs. Others went to the 
school cafeteria, where the 
Leverett historical society put on 
a fundraiser soup and sandwich 
lunch. 

I sat and ate at a table with two 
men who were discussing the 
moming session. "Leverett is the 
leftest of all the left towns in the 
state," said one. "Even in this 
Blue state, Leverett has to be the 
faithest left." 

I looked up from my ct111'ied 
lentil soup and said, "Wendell 
might give you some competition 
there." 

"Yeah," he answered, consid­
ering this, "but we're grounded in 
reality." 

The crowd rehllning to the 
gym after lunch was smaller than 
before. The long awaited fiber 
optic network issue having been 
resolved, many citizens left to 
enjoy the lovely Sahrrday after­
noon. 

Teawaddle Farm CR 
The remaining voters author­

ized spending $170,000 from 
Commtmity Prese1vation Act 
funds to add to $25,000 in private 
donations and $240,000 in state 
funding to purchase a conse1va­
tion resti'iction ( CR) on 14 7 acres 
at the Teawaddle Hill Faim. 

Conse1vation commission 
chair Dave Powicki desc11bed the 
land as a working fa1m with 
woods and fields, sugai· bushes, 
and ''the most spectacular view in 
town." 

The CR would keep the land 
as an active family faim, allow 
public access along ti·ails for hik­
ing, cross cotmtly skiing and 
snowshoeing, allow tmrestl'icted 
htmting on 80 acres and htmting 
with pennission of the landown­
ers on 67 acres. Fishing, moun­
tain biking and horseback 1-iding 
would be allowed with the per­
mission of the landowner. 

Kip Fonsh commented that, 
although he suppo1ted the aiticle, 
he had some concems about the 
tmderlying philosophy of histo11c 
and environmental preservation, 
and the continued effort by the 
town to prese1ve land that could 
be developed. He noted there was 
only one item related to afford­
able housing on the community 
prese1vation committee's project 
list. He wained about a "vision of 
the town of Leverett being for the 
1%." 

Conse1vation commission 
member Christine Nelson spoke 
forcefully against the aiticle, say­
ing the conse1vation rights being 
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purchased with the CR were 
already in place under the tenns 
of the Teawaddle Tmst, which 
owns the farm. The purpose stat­
ed in that 1973 tlust document is 
to "prese1ve the land as close as 
possible to tmdeveloped" and, 
Nelson said, the land can only be 
t1·ansfe1Ted to the town, the 
Commonwealth of Massa­
chusetts, or a ce1tified conserva­
tion t111st, all this at no cost to the 
town. 

Still, the article can'ied with a 
hand vote of202 yes and 45 no. 

Cell Tower Bylaw Falls 
The crowd had dwindled fi.rr­

ther by the time Article 17, a 
revised wireless telecommunica­
tion facility (cell tower) bylaw, 
came up. Planning boai·d chair 
Jeff McQueen introduced the 
revision by saying, when the 
01-iginal bylaw was wi'itten ten 
yeai·s ago, "I was one of the ones 
against allowing cell towers." 
However, McQueen said, "Times 
change and people really want 
cell phones." 

The cwTent bylaw limits cell 
towers to commercial distl'icts in 
town, which McQueen said were 
in low lying areas, not practical 
for siting cell towers. The pro­
posed new bylaw would have 
allowed cell towers in any zoning 
disti'ict in Leverett, with control 
of siting by special pennit from 
the planning board, and with set­
back requirements for residences, 
schools, playgrounds, historical 
districts, and wetlands. The 
revised bylaw would have 
allowed only monopole and lat­
tice towers, with a maximum 
height of 199 feet, and no lights 
on towers. 

McQueen noted there had 
been some opposition to less 
resti'ictive mies at the heai'ings on 
the bylaw, "mostly aesthetic and 
health conce1ns." He said the 
board had looked at, but was not 
in a position to make a definite 
call on the possible health issues. 
"We didn't feel the health con­
ce1ns would waiTant not b1'inging 
this article forward." 

Nancy Grossman asked the 
meeting to vote the aiticle down, 
saying fi.uther srudy is needed. 
She said that electi·omagnetic fre­
quency (EMF) exposure from 
cell towers could be a health 1-isk. 
"I would have loved it if the plan­
ning board had done an in-depth 
sh1dy of EMF," she said. 

In a letter to attendees, 
Grossman and other residents 
wi·ote, "Some (though not all) 
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available reseai·ch has pointed to 
negative effects on human health, 
such as increased cancer clusters 
as well as increased headaches, 
insomnia, biological stress indi­
cators, concenti·ation issues, etc." 
The letter also said, "Eve1y sh1dy 
that has been reviewed to date 
indicates hazards for wildlife liv­
ing or breeding too close to a 
tower. .. " 

Fonsh commented, "There is 
not a medical problem" with the 
towers. He said a National 
Cancer Society review of the evi­
dence was "quite cleai· that there 
is no credible medical issue for 
routine use of this technology." 
He said he had traveled to remote 
Greenland, and found they "have 
far better cell phone coverage 
than we have here." 

The bylaw change required a 
two thirds majority to pass; it 
failed on a hand cotmt vote of 
109 in favor and 61 against, three 
votes sho1t. 

Corporations Not People 
By majority voice vote, the 

meeting approved Article 27, 
Resolution for a Constirutional 
Amendment to restore the First 
Amendment and fair elections to 
the people. The a1ticle pro­
claimed the town's support for 
passage of U. S. House H.J. 
Resolution 88, titled, "Proposing 
an amendment to the 
Constirution of the United States 
to clarify the authority of 
Congress and the States to regu­
late corporations, limited liability 
companies or other corporate 
entities established by the laws of 
any state, the United States, or 
any foreign state." In addition, 
Alticle 27 supported 
Massachusetts senate resolution 
772, which asks the U.S. con­
gress to pass the Constirutional 
amendment and send it to the 
states, asking representative 
Stephen Kulik and senator Stan 
Rosenberg to make eve1y effort 
to pass senate resolution 772. 

U.S. representative James 
McGovern from the 3rd congres­
sional disti'ict, author of H.J. Res. 
88, was given pennission to 
speak. He told the meeting, 
"Corporations are not people, 
they are artificial entities. We 
create them; we govem them, not 
the other way ai·ound." He told 
the meeting the Supreme Cowt's 
Citizen's United decision was "an 
extreme extension of the corpo­
rate rights movement" and 
wamed "our democracy is tlrreat-

see LEVERETT page 11 
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Massachusetts Suffers High Rate of Lyme Disease 

The life rycle of the Ixodes scapularis common!J known as the deer tick or 
the black-legged tick. (Credit: University of Illinoi.r) 

from MONTAGUE pg 7 
tions of the buildings" in order 
to provide town meeting mem­
bers some context for the recto-
1y building, should they have 
questions on Saturday. 

Abbondanzio reported that 
the Massachusetts House budget 
has passed, and "It has protected 
the additional state aid we were 
hoping for. Generally, the 
Senate follows the recommen­
dations of the House on state 
aid," Abbondanzio explained. 

Some fun announcements: 
Valley Idol needs volunteers at 
the Shea Theater for conces­
sions, raffles, and ticket sales. 
Performances are on May 4th, 
5th, 12th, and 19th. Call the 
Shea at 863-2281 to learn how 
you can pitch in. And, town 
cominittees are still in need of 
members. Get civic minded on 
the Econoinic Development and 
Industrial Corporation cominit­
tee, the zoning cominittee, or the 
finance cominittee. You 1•, 
know you want to! ~ 

from WRITERS page 1 
the audience wondering, and 
even shaking their heads a lit­
tle, and greatly amused. 

Next up was Estelle Cade 
whose story, A Sisterly 
Saturday ... or Is It Fudge Yet? 
revealed the fun of making 
something for Mom and Dad, 
and the deep myste1y of deter­
mining when the fudge was 
ready to set. Her piece 
Courtesy Aunts was a tribute to 
all the older women she knew, 
not ach1ally aunts, but regarded 
as aunts by her, and the teach­
ing and kindness these ladies 
bestowed on young Estelle. 

Patricia Carlisle also wrote a 
tribute to her aunt when, upon 
the death of Carlisle's mother, 
as she wrote ... "We fotmd each 
other." In addition to hands on, 
active life skills training, her 
aunt saw to it that Carlisle went 
to nursing school in 
Greenfield. 

Lillian Fiske's story, A Coon 
Dog Named Mike brought 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Fire at Farren, Hit & Run, Illegal Dumping 

W edncsc:lay, 4:/25 Greenfield Savings Bank I I :24 a.m. Suspicious 
4:20 a.m. Structure fue at on Ave. A. Report raken. auto at Millets Falls Rail 
Farren Care Center on 5:37 p.m. Fight on Yard. Investigated. 
Montague City Road. Second Street. I:18 p.m. Trespassing on 
Services rendered. Investigated. East Main Street in 
2:20 p.m. Domestic dis- 7:01 p.m. Officer wanted Millets Falls. Investigated. 
t:urbance on Montague at Town Hall on Avenue 2:44 p.m. Suspicious 
City Road. Investigated. A. Advised of options. activity on East Main 
6:3 I p.m. Threatening, I I :08 .m. Arrest of Street. Referred to an 
harassment on Millets officer. 
Falls Road. Advised of Saturday, 4:/28 
options. 8:08 a.m. Breaking and 
9:49 p.m. Animal prob- on o ense o operating entering on O Street. 
lem in area of Rabbit under the influence, Report taken. 
Hill on Ttu:npike Road. marked lanes violations, Sunday, 4:/29 
Services rendered. operating to endanger, 324 p.m. illegal dumping 
Thmday, 4:/26 and speeding. on East Main Street. 
I:55 p.m. Fraud at Friday, 4/27 Referred to an officer. 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

-~ 
0. ~ $ \.r(JJ 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

BYLEEWICKS 
LEVERETT - Twenty-five 
years ago, I got Lyme disease, an 
infectious tick-born illness 
caused by the spirochete, 
Borrelia burgdoiferi. I was lucky, 
because the small tick bite on my 
thigh developed into a rash that 
started spreading out into a circle 
that looked like a bull's eye. 

My doctor knew what it was 
right away and prescribed antibi­
otics. He took out his pen and 
drew a line around the site. "If it 
doesn't strut shrinking in a day or 
two, come back," he said. 

It shmnk, and I considered 
myself cured. 

Tums out, that that may or 
may not have been tme. There's 

poignant sighs and even tears 
from the audience. 

Mike was delivered to 
Montague Center after a 
lengthy time in transit by the 
United States Postal Service 
and anived having not eaten 
during his two week journey. 
You should buy the anthology 
($12), just to get the moving 
rest of the story. 

The old adage that says, 
"Experience is the best 
teacher," was the wisdom Fran 
Hemond gathered through her 
three stories. Her first piece 
took place in the bathroom at 
the tender age of five, where 
she had locked herself with the 
key. Unable to open the door or 
follow the directions being 
yelled by her family, she was 
finally rescued by a neighbor 
Fran designated as the "first of 
my many heroes." I don't think 
Fran was locked in a bathroom 
again, but perhaps fotmd her­
self in other sih1ations needing 
someone to appear, ready and 
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ened by too much corporate 
money in politics." 

In other actions, the annual 
town meeting: 

• Approved allocating costs 
for the Amherst-Pelham 
Regional School District 
between member towns in accor­
dance with the regional agree­
ment, that is, on an equal per­
pupil basis. 

• Voted to transfer $60,000 
from stabilization to purchase 
and equip a new one-ton high­
way tmck. 

• Transfen-ed from free cash 
$10,000 to hire a consultant to 
evaluate clean water supply 
options for houses down gradient 

no way to know because blood 
cai11es the antibodies for a long 
time - be it from the old infection 
or from a new one. 

A close fi.-iend of mine was not 
so fortunate. She didn't even 
know she'd been bitten by a deer 
tick. They ai·e tiny and hai·d to 
see. By the time she developed 
disturbing symptoms, she had an 
advanced case of Lyme disease 
that affected her entire body, 
especially her joints. She's been 
on antibiotics for three months 
and may require stronger chugs to 
get to all the spirochetes that have 
multiplied and hidden throughout 
her body. Her blood could contin­
ue to show antibodies even 
though the spirochetes have been 

able to lend a hand. 
Her final piece, Patsy 

Bolliver dates, said Fran, from 
a time when kids had more 
freedom to roam. 

During WWII people kept 
vegetable gardens and even 
chickens, "without much 
enthusiasm for it." There was a 
bantam rooster who loved to 
chase little kids back home, 
and even threatened to nip 
them in the process. Patsy 
Bolliver, the rooster, provided 
effe.ctive childcare of a sort. 

Robin Papagakos, in her 
sto1y entitled Nicknames drew 
out the difficulty a person 
might feel having a name that 
any and eve1yone changes to 
suit him or herself to the point 
the real name is almost lost or 
even becomes disliked by the 
person whose name it is. 

This is a self creation sto1y 
about how the writer came to 
be named Robin, by legally 
changing her first name. 

These wonderful readings 

of the town landfill, $2,500 to 
pay for cleaning and fireproofing 
the elementary school stage cur­
tains, $6,000 to repair the kitchen 
floor in the elementa1y school, 
$3,350 to purchase a new com­
puter for the assessors office, 
$300 for weed management 
treatment at the town boat ramp 
at Leverett Pond, and $3,000 to 
purchase hearing impaired listen­
ing systems for the town hall, 
libraiy and elementary school. 

• Rese1ved CPA revenues for 
open space, historic resources, 
and community housing, appro­
priated $7,500 from the CPA 
fund for administration and oper­
ating expenses, appropriated 
$15,000 to restore metal fencing 
at the Moores Comer Cemete1y 
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killed off. 
But spirochetes can hide, dis­

guise themselves, and use the 
body's own immune system to 
defend themselves. Clinical 
obse1vation may be the best tool 
for detennining her condition. 

Lyme disease - it's hai·d to 
prove that you have it, nearly 
impossible to know if you ai·e 
cured, and having it once will not 
protect you from another infec­
tion. 

No wonder neai·ly 30 people 
came indoors on a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon to attend Dr. 
Einily Maiella's presentation on 
Lyme disease at the Leverett 
Library. Twenty raised their 
see LYME DISEASE pg 13 

came to a close with Joseph A. 
Parzych 's stories. His first 
sto1y, entitled Furriner Wins 
Over Old Yankee and the sec­
ond, Summer Vacation Fun are 
full of Parzych detennination 
and humor. 

In the second story, the 
author is not above the old 
writer's shmt, which, like a 
magician's trick, pulls a rabbit 
out of nowhere. Like the wife 
in the sto1y who is amazed at 
her husband's luck, we too 
enjoy it thoroughly. 

This group of writers has 
been working together for two 
years under the direction of 
Laura Rodley of Shelburne 
Falls. 

As You Write It is the second 
volume of A Franklin County 
Anthology. 

The class is sponsored in 
part by local cultural council 
grants, provided through the 
Massachsetts Cultural 
Cotmcil. D 
and $25,900 to restore grave 
stones in the No1th Cemetery. 

• Changed the town's code to 
allow the selectboai·d to set the 
date of the annual town meeting 
between April 15th and May 
30th each year, to be decided by 
October 1st of the previous year, 
rather than holding the meeting 
on the last Saturday in April. An 
amendment specifying that the 
meeting would be held on a 
Sahrrday was approved. 

A citizen petition article pro­
posing regulations for restraining 
dogs on tethers, cables, or in 
fenced yards was withdrawn by 
the petitioner, who said the regu­
lations needed to be revised 

before being considered -~■..., 
by the town. ~ 
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MEETING from page 1 
constrncted with funds already 
raised by Montague Center res­
idents, but the town would 
assume long te1m maintenance 
of the foot bridge. The last 
bridge to the conservation land 
washed out years ago, discom­
fiting dog walkers and nature 
lovers. 

Article 26 would add 'inop­
erable motor vehicles' to the 
bylaw now goveming the num­
ber of umegistered motor vehi­
cles that may be stored on pri­
vate property in town. 

Article 28, brought by peti­
tion, would create a committee 
to study possible revisions to 
the agreement between Gill and 
Montague that determines the 
makeup of the regional school 
committee. 

An article affirming the right 
of people to farm in Montague, 
with attendant noise and odors, 
is on the warrant, as is another 
petitioned article supporting a 
Constitutional amendment to 
clarify, for Supreme Court 
Justices who may be confused, 
that corporations are not, in 
point of fact, people. 

Annual town meeting will be 
preceded by a special town 
meeting at 8:30 am., with three 
articles on the warrant, includ­
ing one to appropriate $30,000 
for the renovation or demolition 
of the Cumberland Farms 
building. 

This sum, if appropriated, 
would be put to use if the cur-

from RACE page 6 

sh1dent at Greenfield 
Community College. He has 
lived in Eiving all his life. He 
cites watching his father, 
Richard Newton, in his work as 
town clerk as an inspiration for 
his decision to nm. 

Newton wrote recently in the 
Around Town newsletter, "I 
want to help people bring their 
views into play in town politics, 
and help make the government 
work more efficiently." He said, 
"I will also bring a literal "fresh 
face" to the town government, a 
t111e independent voice on the 
board of selectmen and a mem­
ber who always has his ear to the 
ground in listening to the pulse 
of the town." 

Newton said, "One of the 
sti·ongest things I will bring to 
the job is the ability to discern 
between opposing positions, and 

rent plan to lease the building 
on Avenue A and 2nd Street to 
a consortium including 
Montague Community 
Television, Turners Falls 
RiverCulture and the Montague 
Business Association falls 
through. 

A second a1ticle asks the 
town to accept a gift of the for­
mer Ste. Anne's Recto1y on 6th 
Street from the mortgage com­
pany, City Mortgage, which 
currently holds the deed to that 
building, in exchange for for­
giveness of about $2,000 in 
back taxes, and the assumption 
of long term maintenance of the 
prope1ty, if a buyer cannot be 
found. Renovation costs have 
been estimated at $125,000. 

Town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said the Gill­
Montague senior center has 
expressed some interest in the 
prope1ty. 

Abbondanzio said if the town 
accepts the building, and a town 
depa1tment use cannot be found 
for the former recto1y, then it is 
likely the town would seek a 
buyer through the commercial 
homesteading program that has 
successfully placed buildings 
like the Ristorante DiPaolo and 
the Northeast Foundation for 
Children's conference facility 
back on the tax rolls. 

A third a1ticle on the special 
town meeting warrant seeks 
$1900 to replace flags 
for public display during 11•!!1■ 
holidays. II_~ 

comprornise in the name of the 
greatest good ... I tiy to discern 
different points of view and 
tmderstand where they are com­
ing from and act accordingly. I 
strive to see tlie core arguments, 
and tmderstand them." He added, 
"What I don't know, I can and 
will pick up on fast." 

"If I am elected to this posi­
tion, it will have my total dedica­
tion and focus. I have afready 
been attending the selectboard 
meetings over the past several 
weeks, and I have not obse1ved 
anything I could not myself do." 

According to Newton, 'There 
are several issues in the town that 
are impo1tant. To name a few: 
the school, taxes, and the senior 
center. However, most of those 
have a committee that oversees 
what is done. I am not a rnicro­
manager. I will be more than 
happy to offer my thoughts and 
input if asked, but I will allow 
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WENDELL from page 6 
equipment gets replaced. 

Heard reported the spring lit­
ter pick up in town will not be 
happening as an organized, one­
day event this year. Instead, cit­
izens can pick up trash and leave 
it in bags on the side of the road 
at their convenience over the 
next two weeks; on May 19th, 
Anne Diemand and Ted Lewis 
will drive the town tiuck around 
and pick up the bagged litter. 
Anyone leaving a bag of ti·ash at 
the roadside should call 
Diemand, 978-544-6111, or 
Lewis, 978-544-3329, and give 
the trash location. 

The selectboard approved 
Katie Nolan's request for the 
accountant to establish a dona­
tion account that can receive 
community garden donations 
that can then be used for garden 
expenses. As chair of the com­
munity garden committee, Nolan 
also said the garden committee 
and gardeners are looking for 
ways to get water to the garden. 

There is a well in the lower 
part of the garden, and for now 
gardeners pump water into buck­
ets and cany it, sometimes a 
good distance, to their garden 
plots. There is another well 
behind the office building and 
close to the town leach field, 
higher than the garden plots, and 
so more convenient for a gravity 
feed system. 

Keller said the leach field 
should not affect the water in 
that well, but testing the water 

the committees to do their job." 
Newton said, "Eiving has an 

excellent location. The highway 
nms right through our town. The 
oppo1tunity for business and pri­
vate ente1prise is large. I am ve1y 
pro growth. However, at the 
same time, I am concemed with 
maintaining the environment. I 
also realize the selectboard has 
limited power, but I will push for 
those things when I can. I do not 
believe that they are muh1ally 
exclusive." 

Margaret Sullivan 
Margaret Sullivan of Old 

State Road is on the ballot as a 
candidate for selectboard. She is 
currently chair of the board of 
assessors, town treasurer, and 
water collector. 

Sullivan has 30 years of 
municipal experience, including 
working at Franklin Regional 
Cotmcil of Govemments, as well 
as at Erving town hall. In the past 

before using it rnight be worth 
the time and expense. 

Other ideas for water for the 
community garden range from 
collecting office building roof 
nmoff, to pumping water at the 
cmTent well and lift.ing it into a 
gravity feed storage tank, to con­
necting an electric water pump 
and nmning pipes to spigots 
around the garden where hoses 
can be connected. 

Keller said Matt Edwards has 
finished the job of trimming 
brush on the wall by Morse 
Village Road for less than the 
estimate he gave. Wood chips 
are piled by the garden tool shed 
for mulch and paths in the gar­
den. 

Keller repo1ted that he and 
firefighter Alia Kusmaul had 
driven arotmd town and made a 
list of houses that do not have a 
clearly visible numbers for 
emergency responders. They 
missed only nine roads with a 
few houses, and Pooser and 
Heard divided those roads 
between them so they could 
complete the job. 

Workers supplied by the sher­
iff's depa1tment have ah'eady 
installed 50 number signs. 
Heard said both the town office 
building and the libra1y need 
number signs. 

The finance committee closed 
out the meeting with a discus­
sion of expenses the town will 
face at annual town meeting. 

Finance committee member 
Jim Slavas suggested having a 

she has been a paint store manag­
er, and she ctll1'ently manages 
two rental prope1ties in Erving. 

Sullivan said nmning for 
selectboard has been "in the back 
of my mind" for several years, 
and she decided, "It's time I 
helped a little bit more. I have the 
time." 

Sullivan wrote in the Arotmd 
Town newsletter, "I have a wide 
variety of municipal experience 
which would be beneficial to the 
selectboard." She said because 
she frequently attends select­
board meetings and works in 
town hall, she knows how town 
depa1tments work. 

"I ah'eady know and under­
stand what the selectboard does, 
so my leaming cmve would be 
short. My expe1tise will help the 
town nm well." 

According to Sullivan, one of 
the impo1tant issues facing the 
town is the redevelopment of the 
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draft version of the budget on the 
town website, so citizens at town 
meeting can be ready ahead of 
time for the budget article. 

The selectboard liked that 
idea, but Pooser added the cau­
tion that budget information 
should be updated regularly, to 
keep the information accurate. 

The finance committee is rec­
ommending a 1.8% cost of liv­
ing raise for town employees. 
Coordinator of buildings and 
grotmds Ted Lewis and town 
custodian Lany Ramsdell made 
a list of repairs needed at town 
hall, mostly just small repairs. 
The fo1mer town hall tight tank 
is in the way of changing the 
grade on the east side of the 
building so mnoff from the 
building no longer floods the 
neighbor's field; the tight tank 
should be removed. The cotmcil 
on aging has asked for money to 
paint the community and senior 
center. The highway depa1tment 
is looking for $70,000 to replace 
a dump t111ck, and after hurri­
cane Irene the DEP mandated 
that the size of the Cooleyville 
Road bridge, or culve1t be 
increased. That will cost 
$200,000 and use up all the 
town's state aid for roads. 

Finance committee member 
Doug Tanner said the Green 
Repairs at Swift River School 
are dragging on and on. 
Wendell and New Salem pay for 
the work as it is done, and the 
state reimburses the 111!1 
towns. 11_1 

fo1mer Usher Mill. She said she 
does not have an opinion on how 
it should be redeveloped, and is 
looking to the repo1t from the 
Usher re-use committee for more 
info1mation. 

Another potential issue she 
sees is the stability of the U-28 
superintendency union, if 
Leverett and Shutesbmy decide 
to withdraw from Union 28. She 
expressed confidence that the 
regionalization study committee 
is doing the legwork and consid­
ering the town's options in case 
U-28 breaks up. She approved of 
the selectboard's recent reorgani­
zation of the depaitment of pub­
lic works, but feels there ai·e still 
issues that need to be dealt with. 

Sullivan said she believes 
Erving is "moving along in a 
nice direction." She added she 
wants to see Eiving "keep mov-
ing fo1ward, and I think 11•!!1■ 
that can happen." II_..,.. 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Meditation Will Make You Happy 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA,NJ-

(This is the last of three 
columns on meditation.) 

Meditation is classified as a 
mind-body practice. It is used to 
move the focus of your attention 
away from the noise of the mind 
to the inner self, where there is 
silence and peace. 

Meditation has been practiced 
for thousands of years. Most 
meditation originated in ancient 

LYME DISEASE from pg 11 
hands when Maiella asked how 
many had had the disease. 

Maiella is a nahll'opathic 
physician and founder of VaUey 
Namropathic Family Medicine, a 
naturopathic medical facility in 
Montague. Fmstrated, frightened 
by lingering symptoms, and 
eager for answers, the group 
remained silent through most of 
her thought-provoking slide pres­
entation and then began asking 
one question after another. The 
session ended when the libraiy 
closed at five, but could easily 
have continued on for hours. 

According to surveillance 
records kept by the CDC, there 
were 1,158 reported cases of 
Lyme in 2000. By 2009 that num­
ber had grown to 4,091. The 
CDC itself says that number rep­
resents just a fi.-action of the real 
cases, since the Center's report­
ing requirements insist that the 
patient have the bull's eye rash 
and positive test results on two 
separate tests. Since only 15 to 50 
percent of infected people devel­
op the rash, and the tests may not 

spirih1al traditions. There are 
many types of meditation. fu this 
column, I will give you step-by­
step instmctions based upon sev­
eral eastem methods. 

Choose a quiet, dimly lit loca­
tion. Total darkness can put you 
to sleep. Bright lights can distract 
you. 

Sit with your back straight. 
You should be erect, but comfort­
able. This position will keep you 
from dozing off and will enable 
you to breathe deeply and easily. 
You want to achieve wakeful 
calm. However, if you are having 
trouble sleeping, meditation will 
help you to go to sleep. Just try it 
lying down in bed. 

You can meditate sitting on a 
chair with your feet flat on the 
floor, our you can sit down on a 

reveal presence of the disease if 
they ru·e administered too early, 
the ach1al cases of Lyme may be 
ten to a hundred percent greater 
than those reported by the CDC, 
making Lyme disease a signifi­
cant public health problem in the 
states where it is prevalent. 

Massachusetts has one of the 
highest rates in the nation. 

Maiella has been a member of 
the futemational Lyme and 
Associated Disease Society 
(ILADS) for the past five yeru·s, 
and subscribes to the school of 
thought that Lyme disease can be 
a chronic and debilitating dis­
ease .. But aU doctors do not share 
this opinion. fu fact the IDSA 
(The futemational Disease 
Society of America) believes 
Lyme disease is over diagnosed 
and over treated, that chronic 
Lyme does not exist, and that 
there is no evidence for repeated 
treatments or prolonged treat­
ments. 

Maiella disagrees and recom­
mends tr·eatment with antibiotics 
for a at least a month, along with 
herbal remedies to str·engthen the 

padded floor mat. Most Zen 
Buddhists sit on the front third of 
a firm cushion placed on a floor 
mat. This keeps their spines 
str-aight. They usuaUy sit in one 
of several cross-legged configu­
rations. 

You can also kneel on a mat. 
Some sit on a low bench with 
their legs tucked under. Choose a 
method that is most comfortable 
to you. 

Place your hands in your lap 
or on your knees. Again, choose a 
position that is comfo1table. It's 
impo1tant that your hands don't 
distr·act you. I find that folding 
my hands in my lap works well. 

Close your eyes. Many medi­
tators leave their eyes open just a 
crack and let their vision go out 
of focus. Do what works for you. 

body's immtme system, 
improved diet, and measures to 
detoxify the body. 

fu her presentation. Maiella 
said, "While getting rid of the 
infection is impo1tant, it is also 
important to str·engthen the 
immtme system, tr·eat intestinal 
dysbiosis, metals and aUergies, 
detoxify and restore ho1monal 
balance. If the body is weak or 
dismpted, then it may not 
respond to Lyme treatments." 

Maiella said Lyme disease can 
affect eve1y organ system, and 
symptoms may migrate and 
change daily, making diagnosis 
and tr·eatment extremely difficult. 
"Treating Lyme disease is both 
an rut and a science," she said, 
compru'ing it to the changing diug 
combinations that have been 
effective in tr·eating HIV 

She added, "Lyme disease 
affects the neurological system, 
causing eve1ything from 
headaches to loss of coordination 
and equilibrium. It has a psycho­
logical affect than can mairifest 
itself in depression; mood 
swings, insomnia, memo1y loss 

Your mouth should be closed 
with the tongue up against the 
roof of your mouth. Breathe 
through your nose. If you have a 
cold, it's okay to breathe through 
your mouth. Keeping your 
tongue against the roof of your 
mouth reduces salivation, which 
can distract you. 

Inhale slowly and deeply. 
Exhale slowly. Do this several 
times. 

Concentrate on relaxing your 
body in stages. Strut by thinking 
of your feet, then your legs, 
abdomen, chest and head. 

Begin to breathe slowly and 
rhythmically. 

There are several devices for 
moving your attention away from 
the constant activity of your mind 
to a place within you that is silent 

and cognitive dysfunction. It can 
damage vision, the heart valves 
and the myelin sheath that sur­
rounds muscles." 

The highest rate of new infec­
tions is in childi·en between the 
ages of five and nine. Maiella 
said, "Kids under three that had 
an early tick bite or congenitally 
acquired Lyme can present with 
severe hypotonia (poor muscle 
tone) and developmental delay. 
fu older childi·en symptoms can 
include behavioral issues, senso-
1y integration dish1rbances, rage, 
visual disturbances (which often 
mairifest as a leruning disability), 
delay in both fine and gross 
motor skills, headaches, joint 
pain, fatigue, poor temperature 
regulation and bmning in the 
soles of the feet." 

Deer ticks carry other diseases 
as well, and there ru·e possibilities 
for co-infection, each with its 
own set of dishubing symptoms 
and inconclusive tests. 
Ft!l'the1more, in the chronic fo1m 
of Lyme, other factors can take 
on an ever more significant role: 
immtme dysfunction, opportunis-

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG aro 
4 26 

Scam Reported River Road; Breaking & Entering !:';:· ~er 

2:20 p.m. 911 call from Pratt 
Street residence. Found t.o be 

T ucsday, 4/24 flat tire. Tire changed and Road residents report a scam. 
l p.m. Report of red pickup motor vehicle moved along. Report taken. 

verbal altercation. 
5:45 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
police with breaking and enter­

13 

and peaceful. You can use one or 
more of them. Whatever works 
for you. You can count your 
breaths, repeat a word or sound to 
yourself, concentr·ate on a pleas­
ing mental image, chant out loud, 
recite a prayer over and over. 

I like to dwell upon the sounds 
of my breaths entering and leav­
ing my body. I also focus my eyes 
on the back of my eyelids. 

As you meditate, your mind 
will want to intr11de. Don't fight it 
or worry about it. This is nomial. 
Just move gently back to your 
breathing and your device(s). fu 
time, the mind will become less 
and less intmsive. You will 
become calmer and you should 
get a sense of self unattached 
from the outside world. 

Meditation will make you 
happy. That's why it's been 
ru·otmd so long. 
If you have a question, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

tic infections, co-infections, bio­
logical toxins, metabolic and hor­
monal imbalances, Maiella said. 
She also noted that patients tr·eat­
ed for Lyme disease with a rec­
ommended two to four week 
course of antibiotics may have 
lingering symptoms of fatigue, 
pain, or joint and muscle aches. 
fu some cases, these can last for 
more than six months. 

Although often called "chron­
ic Lyme disease," this condition 
is properly known as "Post-tr·eat­
ment Lyme disease Syndi·ome" 
(PTLDS). The exact cause of 
PTLDS is not yet known. Some 
medical expe1ts believe the lin­
gering symptoms ru·e the result of 
residual damage to tissues and 
the immune system that occmTed 
during the infection. 

Many sources offer the reas­
sming news that only a small per­
centage of ticks actually cru1y 
Lyme disease, and those that do 
must stay attached to a person for 
24 hotll'S in order to empty its gut 
content into the host (that would 
be you or me). However, Maiella 

see LYME DISEASE pg 16 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

truck in bad location on Route 5:05 p.m. Report of larceny at 10:05 p.m. Disabled mot.or 
2 in Farley. Gone upon arrival. Moore Street residence. Report vehicle at Route 2 at Wheelock. 

ing at Cross Road. 
7 .m. Arrested ·~---::a. • change 

your mind 4:35 p.m. Assisted resident with taken. Same towed. 
motor vehicle lode out on Wednesday, 4/25 Sunday, 4/29 or operating a mot.or 
Union Street. l O p.m. Disabled mot.or vehicle 2:40 p.m. Lockout assist at Box v e with a suspended license 
4:45 p.m. Assisted disabled on Route 2 at Farley Flats. Car Restaurant on Main Street. for operating tmder the influ-
motor vehicle on Route 63 with Vehicle off roadway. Not a haz.- Monday, 4/30 ence. 
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change 
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EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 
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Ferry Meailow Farm - part XXXlJIII 
more than eight hours 
of sleep. I feel well­
rested and energetic, 
not like I used to feel 
going to Boston this 
early. 

The doors slide open; we file 
into the bright empty metal box. 
I push the button for the 9th 
floor and then back away. Two 
women behind me are chatting 
and laughing. We stop to let peo­
ple off on the 3rd and 5th floors. 
Then I am alone in the elevator. 
I get off on 9, tum right, and 
walk down the hall. 

been doing. I'm sony, but the 
bank will be eliminating your 
position in two weeks. You'll be 
paid until the end of the month." 

2017 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL 
"I just - I'm tired of hiding 

and keeping secrets. I want a 
normal life. I'll get rid of the 
doppelganger, go back to sleep­
ing at night." 

"OK, fine," Jason says. "Is it 
OK for Theresa to stay here 
until she goes to Philadelphia, 
then?" 

Dave answers. "Of course." 
Marissa looks less sure but 

says, "Yes, you can stay." 
I decide to work extra hard so 

they will want me here. "I'll get 
sta1ted on those floorboards," I 
say. 

In addition to working on the 
Big House, I spend that night 
cleaning the other house top to 

SHADY GLEN from page 1 
recently read a soup survey on a 
blog that rated the soups served 
at the Shady Glen as #1. That 
won't change! 

Garbiel said the former 
owner, Elias (Louie) Matheos, 
who ran the diner for seven 
years with his wife, Ying, was 
helpful in making the transition 
go smoothly and allowing 
Gai·biel to come in and leam the 
workings of the operation over 
recent weeks. 

The Shady Glen has a promi­
nent place in Tumers histo1y. It 
was fo1mer Tumers fire chief 
Fran Togneri who first recog­
nized the potential of the loca­
tion at First and Avenue A, when 
he opened up a Tastee Freez 
there in the early 1950s. Richard 
and Shirley Broderick added 
booths and cotmter se1vice a 
few years later, giving the place 
a traditional diner feel. John and 
Linda Carey operated the estab­
lishment for 40 years, starting in 
1964. 

bottom and the following night 
getting things organized for the 
faimers' mai·ket. I am pleased 
that Dave wants to work with 
me both nights until 10:00. I am 
also relieved that someone has 
told him about the doppelganger. 
Now I am no longer keeping a 
secret from him. He seems 
impressed that I took down the 
bank's computers. Even though 
none of it was my idea, I let him 
admire me for it. 

Toward moming I lie down 
on Mai·issa's floor to sleep. I 
wake up in my own room at 
home and jump out of bed. I 
want to leave for Boston by 6:30 
and miss the traffic. Even 
though it's 5 :30, I have gotten 

This week, Garbiel said he 
plans to spend a lot of his time 
up front, getting to know his 
customers. The diner has a good 
customer base and he hopes, as 
word gets out, fo1mer customers 
as well as new customers will 
stop by and tty the Shady Glen 
again. 

"The Shady Glen is a peo­
ple's place," he said. 

One change will begin on 
Monday, May 7th when the 
Glen will begin accepting debit 
and credit cards, as a se1vice to 
customers. 

"More and more people 
come in groups, and we don't 
want to tum them away for hav­
ing a credit or debit card. This 
just makes sense for us and the 
customers," Garbiel said. 

Standing proudly by the front 
cotmter, Garbiel expressed a 
positive, customer-first attitude 
toward his new business from 
the very first day. 

See you all at the 
Shady Glen! II 

I spend the drive 
thinking over my trip to 
Philadelphia. I wonder what it 
will be like having one body 
again. I realize that I have been 
imagining one body living at 
Ferry Meadow, and not alone in 
my house. 

I'm shocked. If the bank 
wanted to keep me, they would 
move me to another job. 
"Eliminated your position" is a 
euphemism for ''you're fired," 
and she knows that I know it. 

My boss looks up and siniles 
in an uncomfo1table way. 
"Come in, Theresa." 

I walk in and sit down, feel­
ing uneasy now myself. We 
exchange awkward pleasantries. 

There's not much to say, so I 
look her in the eye and say, "I 
tmderstand." I'm pretty sure I do 
tmderstand. 

I walk into the Boston office 
right on time and flash my badge 
at the security guard. He siniles 
and lets me pass. I push the ele­
vator button and then step back 
so I can see which one comes 
first. There are others, people 
whose names I don't know, 
waiting. They say hello as they 
atTive. We all stare at the eleva­
tors. As one on the end atTives, 
we all move in front of it. 

"Back in March," she begins, 
finally getting down to business, 
"we couldn't keep up with the 
work coming in." 

She pauses. I already know 
where this is going. I nod, and 
mmnble, "Mm hm." 

I am supposed to work two 
more weeks, which means I 
have to spend the rest of the day 
here, in Boston, programming. 
Every time someone talks to me, 
I am startled enough to jump out 
of my skin. 

"Theresa, at this point, we 
feel that one person could do the 
job that you and Chai'les have 

At 5:00, I run out the door 
and to the pai·king garage as fast 
as I can. 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 9:48 p.m. Assisted 
Chicken Killed by Dog· Threat to Kill resident Northfield police 

' with motor vehicle 
Friday, 4/13 their officers were tied up on stop on Route IO for a 
5:20 p.m. Motor vehicle acci- other calls. reported "dead" baby in the 
dent on Main Road. No 520 p.m. Safety issue on Gill motor vehicle. Unfotmded. 
injuries. Information Montague Bridge. Orange W edneaday, 4:/25 
exchanged. fencing was coming down 2:15 p.m. Vermont state 
Saturday, 4/14 due to the weather. police requested assistance 
3:30 p.m. Motor vehicle acci- Friday, 4/20 with resident 011 Barney Hale 
dent at the Wagon Wheel. 8:15 a.m. Main Road resi- Road. Under investigation. 
Investigated by officer. dent reported another one of 1huaclay, 4:/26 
4: IS p.m. Alarm s0tmding at his chickens killed by a dog. I 0: IO a.m. Animal complaint 
business at French King Officer contacted dog owner 011 Ben Hale Road. Not 
Highway. Investigated by offi- for reimbursement of animal located. 

cer. and reminder of town by I 0:30 a.m. Complaint from 
7:40 p.m. Suspicious activity laws. resident of Ben Hale Road of 
at business on French King I 0:30 a.m. Privacy gate locat- ongoing parties on their road 
Highway. Owner and officer ed open on Pisgah Morn1tain between the hours of I:30 
cleared parties on scene. Road. Owners contacted and and 4 a.m. 011 Saturdays. 
8:20 p.m. Investigated open re-secured same. 6:15 p.m. Suspicious motor 
door at Riverside residence. I0:50 a.m. Removed tmwant- vehicle reported on Boyle 
Owners returned home while ed subject from French King Road from earlier in day, 
investigating. business. after school Male 
Monday, 4/16 ~. 4/21 
3:35 p.m. Civil dispute of 725 p.m. Officer removed 
rental property. Advised all illegally erected signs on state 
parties involved to calm down property. 
and utilize the court system. 9:06 p.m. Reported family 
5:05 p.m. Assisted Erving disturbance on Wahmt Street. 
Police. by investigating motor Peace restored and one party 
vehicle accident in Erving. All left the home for the evening. 

approached young girl in her 
yard. 
7: IS p.m. Stolen property 
reported from the Gill 
Montague Bridge. 
I I: IS p.m. Alarm at Wagon 
Wheel. Checlced OK 

-Continued Ne."Ct Issue 

Friday. 4:/27 
6: I 6 p.m. Fenwe reported to 
be headed toward Gill­
Montague Bridge with inten­
tion to jump. Located prior 
to reaching bridge. 
Saturday, 4/28 
9:35 a.m. Abandoned motor 
vehicle located on River 
Road. Removed by fanlily 
member. 
9:15 p.m. Keene, NH police 
department reported a resi­
dent of Mmms Ferry Road 
had threated to lci:ll a resident 
of their conlllltmity. Under 
investigation. 
9:30 p.m. Reported siclc 
loolci:ng dog in area of Zak 
Farm on Main Road. 
9:45 p.m. Suspicious blue 
Volvo reported driving 
arotmd Riverside area. No 
plate given. 
9:55 p.m. Reported motor 
vehicle approached a teenage 
girl in the Riverside area. Left 
upon second resident 
approaching. No description 
of motor vehicle. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

Cr,pyCat Prifa Slwt 
scan this to 

find us 
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Check 
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11ewspaprr m 

~ .......... , ......... _,.,, 
(413) 774,3500 

greenfield@copycatprintshop.com 

Greenfield ~ Co-operative: db.. 
Bank 

A Great Finandal Partol!.• "" 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772,0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
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TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

,o .:.w ;,;.., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 
Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured :1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combfnations Changed 

28 Momague su.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 

~ PrTrR WATrRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

i~\°!~': 978-544-6534 w .. Mt•11 

~--~-~-~-~~~-~ 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

:Nina's 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 

"Fervor from the Truth" 
thru May 12th 

Nooft 
Hours: Thurs 4-6 

Fri - Sat 1-6 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.ron 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spodali:dng in all Otpf..lffl ol Lawn and Prapwfy MointN,anw. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn Care to Us" 
Rosidentinl & Ccmmminl • luNv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN ENT Arts Block, Greenfield Trine Cheile, 
730 p.m. 

Dozens of artists, including Turners own Chase, folk rock, free, 8 p.m. 
Nina Rossi and Ariel Jones. 6 - 9 p.m. 

ALL THE TIME: 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Avenue A, Turners Falls Great Falls 
Farmers Market, 2 - 6 p.m. 

Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 
9 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic with Dan, Kip & 
Shultzy from Curly Fingers DuPree 
hosting. 8 30 to 11 :30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Song Shop 
Open Mic, 8 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

ART SHOWS: 

NOW through MAY 12th 
Nina's Nook, Turners Falls Fervor 
from the Truth: Spiritually Obsessive 
Works.· Edite Cunha, Gina Vemava. 

NOW through JUNE 10th 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Images from the '50s, by Martin 
Karp/us. 

NOW through June 1st 
Loot, Turners Falls Word= Object fea­
turing works by Chris Janke, Betsy 
Wheeler, Meghan Dewar, Jess Mynes, 
and ASIZ Industries. 

MAY 11th through JUNE 16 
Paper City Studios, Holyoke: Hidden in 
Plain View featuring works by Nina 
Rossi and Ariel Jones and others. 

LOCAL EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, MAY 3rd 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fa// Town 
String Band, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Side Street 
Band, 8 - 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 4th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Valley 
Idol audition night, 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Drew 
Paton's 1940s Hit Parade, free, 7 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill: Micah Blue 
Smaldone, Cokewee, 8 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield Amy Black & 
Erin Harpe, 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls 
Pamela Means, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bright 
Lines, rockabilly, roots, free, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 
9 30 - 11 30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Reprobates, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MAY 5th 
4H Forest Parking lot near Leverett 
Town Hall: Birds and Wildflowers in 
East Leverett. Join Phil Crafts & Dan 
Williams as we look for migrating birds 
& spring wildflowers in the diverse 
habitats along Doolittle Brook. Meet at 
the 4-H Forest parking lot (about a 
half-mile from Town Hall on Shutesbury 
Road), 8-10 a.m. 

Greenfield Community College Dining 
Common: Science & Sustainability 
Expo & KidWind Challenge. 
Showcasing the work of educators & 
youth in grades 4 to 12. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls Used 
Book Sale, 10:30 a.m. - noon. 

Great Falls Discovery Center Artist 
Reception: Heather M. Craig, 1 - 3 p.m. 

French King Entertainment Center, 
Erving: Turners Falls Sports Booster 
Club's 9th Annual Fundraising Event 
Presents A Comedy ESP/Hypnosis 
Show! Starring Jim Spinnato, pasta, DJ 
dancing, raffles, doors open at 6 p.m. 
Show starts at 9 p.m. 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON NET 

Patrick Smith Monlague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• .,:~2i!';~ ~.~!~! I!~~. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

CALL FOR ARTISANS: 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Valley 

~ Idol competition, round one, 7 p.m. 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Coffeehouse featuring 
Harmaniacs, 7 - 9 p.m. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls Grafters 
invited to consign work on the theme of 
Undersea Life for July-August 2012. 
Indoor and Outdoor Wall sculpture wel­
come; accessories, jewelry, figurines. 
Email photos to Nina Rossi at 
naban@verizon.net by June 15th. 

i 
~ Montague Grange: Old-time square 
;l dance with caller Bob Livingston & live 
~ music by Run Mountain, 7 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield Tapestry, 7:30 
p.m. 

g 
§ Wendell Town Hall: Wendell Full Moon 
~ Coffeehouse presents Zydeco 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Tokyo 
Rosenthal, 8 p.m. Free. 

~ Connection, 7 30 p.m. 

Second Congregational Church, 
Greenfield: GAN-e-meed Theatre 
Project's New England tour of Two­
Headed, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Peachy's, 9 
p.m. 

Micl1elle Bl'Ooks-Thompson £,:om 
Su11de1·lt111d wt1s the 2010 Valley 
Idol wiimer t1.t the Shea Tl1et1ter. 

Wl10 will win Ill 2012? 

Will it be you? 
Auditions begm Fiidt1y, Mt1y 4th 

t1t6p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Shag, 
Harmaniacs, Free, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Cottonwood Country, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MAY 6th 
Montague Center Town Common 
Montague May Day Celebration, may­
poles, bells, singing and dancing.Six 
Morns teams to perform, including the 
Guiding Star Clog Morris, Wake Robin 
Women's Morris, Juggler Meadow 
Men's Morris, Hartsbrook Garland, 
Johnny Jump-ups, and And Sometimes 
Y. 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Carnival of 
Hermaphrodites, gallery opening for 
Juke buckham & vex valkyrie, featuring 
songs & improv soundscapes with 
local tuba star Kevin Smith & special 
guests. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9th 
Arts Block, Greenfield: Occupoetry, 
630 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 10th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Dance Party with 
DJ Bobby Falco, 8 - 10:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Uncle 
Hal's Crabgrass Band, free, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 11th 
Hidden in Plain View; Spring Open 
Studio sat 80 Race Street, Holyoke. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Trailer Park, 9 - 11 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Fireseed, 
old-time, jazz, celtic, free, 7:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Turn It Loose, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MAY 12th 
Mud Pie Potters, Leverett Arts and 
Crafts: Mudfest Clay Extravaganza. 
Demonstrations, pottery tour in 
Leverett, pottery sale, play with clay, 
refreshments.10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Eunice Williams covered bridge on the 
Green River: Pioneer Valley Institute 
presents Nature's Resilience.· Life in 
Our Rivers after Irene. Aquatic biolo­
gist Michael Cole examines the 
Valley's river life in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Irene on this informative 
field trip. 9 a.m. 

Cummington Fairgrounds, 6th Annual 
Hilltown Festival. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Kyle 
Carey with special guest MR. 
Pou/opou/os, 7:30 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Valley 
Idol auditions, round two, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Lenny's 
Lounge, croonin', free 7 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Ruby's Complaint, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Sam 
King's Dance Night, funk, hip-hop, 
free, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 9 -11 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield Ha Ha's lmprov 
Comedy Show, 8 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MAY 13th 
Shutesbury Athletic Club: Belly dance 
party and shimmy-thon, 3 - 5 p.m., 
Mediterranean Feast, 5 - 6 p.m., Co-op 
Jazz 6 - 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, Peter 
Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, 7:30 - 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, free, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Quiznite 
with Quiz Master Huckle, 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 17th 
Deja Brew, Wendell Tommy Filiault & 
Friends, 8 - 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Richard 

t~J.}\ IK1J 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street Turners Falls 
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
* Teen Center Co.terage: 

Tues - Sat, 2:30 to 6 p.m. 
* Seeking Facilitators & 

Volunteers for the 
Summer Workshop Series 

Contact Erin (413) 863-9576 
emy=@brickhousecommuorg 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 5/4 9 to 11 p.m. 
The Equalites 

Saturday, 5/5 9 p.m. 
The Peachy's 

Thursday, 5/10 8 p.m. 
Dance Party 

With DJ Bobby Falco 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the W eodell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

--~ 
Morrissey 
Dancers! 

THURS 5/3 7:30 FREE 
FALLTOWN STRING BAND 

FRI 5/4 FREE 
jirsf. af 7:30: 

DREW PATON's 1940s Hit Parade 
then, at 9:30: 

BRIGHT LINES lrockabilly/roots) 

SAT 5.15 9:30 FREE 
Shag I The Harmaniacs 

170s! 60s! Harmonicas!) 

SUN 5(6 6pm FREE 
Carnival of Hermaphrodites 

Luke B / Vex V / Tuba K !! . .: 11 l.-U S111EET 
1UIIIIIIISNl&S.Ma ~­lEL:411-ltS•RU 

scan this to know 
more about us 

LOV&f You MliYe 

~ 
The Shedsmith 

Custom Made with 

Local Timber 
Sheds and Chicken Coops 

Buy Locally 

Todd Muller 
413-77 5-357 5 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Check 
our other 
arl iu this 
nmuspaper 

r:1 • I 
L::.I • I 
(413) 774-3500 

greenfield@copycatprintshop.com 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION m a y 
plants 

and the light green and yel­
low landscape was trans­
fo1med to resemble more late 
May than April. I won-ied 
about the magnolia planted 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK just last Slli'Illiler, now heavy 
with buds. 

BY LESLIE BROWN But nature is resilient. The 
MONTAGUE CITY - I wake to onion plants and early peas that 
the soothing sounds of rain on 
the roof, balm both to the garden­
er and to the chy ground. It's 
been a strange sp1ing. 

After the unseasonable tem­
peratures of March, we returned 
to more temperate numbers, but 
then windy days scoured the 
ea11h and left trees and plants off 
schedule and parched. We 
watered new plants, and crossed 
our fingers against frosts that 
threatened much too early blos-
soming. 

At last, in late April, we were 
blessed with steady rains that 
brought a couple of desperately 
needed inches of moistme. Then 
the winds retmned. 

grew only slowly have added 
inches, it seems, after the night of 
rain. The bluebeITies are bright 
with white flowers and the mag­
nolia is resplendent with 
large yellow blooms. 
Even the late daffodils 
have responded to the 
cool nights. They will 
hold on at least m1til the 
end of the week, when 
summer-like tempera­
tures are again expected. 

Gu - ~·~~:~; 
t(}1£}£/tJ/: ind; 

the time is 1-ight to plant the 
waim weather crops. Not only 
will you keep down the weeds, 
your mulch will also hold in the 
heat of the day so when you set 
in fragile plants: tomatoes, 
squash and such, the shock to 
their systems will be lessened. 

Although the tomato plants in 
the sunroom ai·e certainly tall and 
heaity, I plan to stall the outdoor 
planting as long as reasonably 
possible. Mid-May can still b1ing 

days, 
but they 
WO 11 't 

thrive. Plants that wait a little 
longer to go out will catch up and 
surpass others in heaitiness, and 
in fiuit production. 

This is still a transitional sea­
son. While the bluebirds are back 
(if they ever left), the white­
throated span·ows ai·e lingering 
before traveling to their smnmer 
homes up 11011h. Sp11ng bulbs are 
still in bloom, even though the 
magnolia has opened. 

Tradition has it that Memorial 
Day weekend signals the 
time to plant fragile 
annual flowers and 
tomato plants. No doubt 
this New England cus­
tom has lasted for good 
reason. 

The end of the month brought 
several mornings of frost, the 
final coupe de grace for some 
faimers' fiuit production. Still, 
even the days starting in the 
twenties the sun soon waimed to 
balminess. 

Finally, the lawn that 
seemed to crmich under­
foot has shot up enough 
to waITant a mowing, 
and looks b11ght green 
and healthy. 

This is the time to pull 
the weeds, which have 

What could be more elegant than a fragrant gardenia? 

However, if it wa1ms 
up again, and you just 
can't wait, try some 
tomatoes in "walls of 
water" that keep the 
plants waimer on chilly 
nights. Pay attention to 
frost warnings and cover 
what you can. 

The leaves on the trees 
seemed to pop open overnight, 

LYME DISEASEfrom pg 13 
said there is growing clinical 
evidence that this may not be 
the case. She explained it may 
take four hours or less to con­
ti·act pathogens from a tick bite. 
She added, "Pathogens have 
been located in the saliva1y 
appa1ti of the tick in addition to 
the gastrointestinal tract ai1d 

also enjoyed the rain. They are 
easy to pull from the damp soil, 
and if you catch them now, you 
will save much work later. 

Consider mulching m1planted 
spaces with newspaper, card­
board or plastic temporai-ily m1til 

may be expelled on initial bite 
when anodyne and anticoagu­
lant materials are released from 
the mouth." 

Just when it seemed that 
there was nothing but bad news 
to repo1t, Maiella began offer­
ing strategies for both preven­
tion and treatinent. She would 
not recommend that a person 

w h o 
1 0 Ve S 

Lunch Delivery for orders of 
$50 or more 

Salads ~ Sandwiches 
Order Early for Graduation Cakes 

the out­
doors 
remain 
clois­
tered in 
a "safe" 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

Tue - Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Check out our Great Lunch Menu 

Now Open Sundays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Cakes. Pastries, Coffee. Soup and Bread 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 

environ­
ment. 
Instead, 
h e r 
strate-

frosts, and while a string of hot 
days will have many of us mn­
ning for the shovel, expe11ence 
tells us that the end of the month 
is often cool and windy. Putting 
tender plants out too soon unfor­
tunately gains nothing. Your 

gies include a prescription for 
health. Clean up the home, she 
advises. Keep the mice out. 
Along with migrato1y birds, 
mice are significant vectors of 
disease. To illusti·ate this point 
she showed a slide with both a 
mouse and a bird covered in 
deer ticks. Clean up the body. In 
addition to a healthy diet 
designed to strengthen the 
immune system and various 
herbs that also restore the 
body's balance and remove tox­
ins, a hot shower after a walk in 
the woods will help remove any 
ticks that might have attached 
while you were out. Putting the 
clothes you wore into a hot 
chyer will also kill any ticks 
hiding in the folds. Ticks do not 
like heat, which explains why 
they thrive in tall grasses and 

Wait even a little 
longer to plant squash, cucmnber 
and even beans. These plants 
want the soil to be wa1111 and to 
stay that way, day and night. 

It's hai·d to wait to get into 
gai·dening, even following the 
mild winter of this yeai·. We itch 

leafy forest floors. 
If you do get bitten, save the 

tick and send it to Craig 
Hollingswo1th at the UMass 
tick-testing center. By doing 
this you will know if it was a 
deer tick (they can be confused 
with small dog ticks) and if it 
was carrying Lyme Disease (not 
all ticks do). The website has 
instmctions for sending the tick 
and lots of other useful infor­
mation on infections, 
www.UMass.edu/tick,. 

If an infected tick bites you, 
Maiella advises against getting 
tested right away. "Testing too 
soon often results in a false neg­
ative finding, because there 
hasn't been sufficient time for 
antibodies to form," she said. If 
you are displaying some of the 
symptoms of Lyme disease, it is 

May 3, 2012 

to have our hands in the di1t, to 
plant something green and watch 
it grow. Plant all of the early 
crops you wish and enjoy tend­
ing them. Treat yourself to a 
flowe1ing plai1t or bunch of flow­
ers to b11ghten your home. 

While you're stretching your 
patience, enjoy savo1ing some 
early sp1ing delicacies. The fid­
dleheads of fems and local 
asparagus are available. Enjoy as 
a vegetable or tiy as a soup made 
with chicken broth and cream. 

Rhubai·b is in season. Temper 
its astI-ingent taste with some 
California strawbeITies for a 
wonderful wa1m fiuit sauce or 
pie. Snip some eai·ly spinach or 
aiugula and add greens with feta 
cheese to an omelet. 

Enjoy spring; it will be sultiy 
smnmer soon enough! 
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also essential to mle out all pos­
sible causes for those symptoms 
before treating for Lyme. 
Maiella will work with a 
patient's primaiy care physician 
or conduct the necessa1y tests to 
mle out other possible diag­
noses. She said, "I never 
assume that Lyme is the only 
thing going on." 

Although Maiella is a natur­
opathic physician, she does 
advocate the use of antibiotic 
therapy for Lyme disease, along 
with botanicals, vitamins, ai1d 
diet modification. She is com­
mitted to treating the whole 
body, not just the disease. "A 
body overloaded with toxins 
and the effects of an unhealthy 
lifestyle may not respond as 
w~ll to treatment," she 

11 said. ■ 
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• Salads GREENFIELD 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza.mm 

JI Banlc Row, GIid. 
413-475-3570 

SOLHR STORE 

woodfired pizzeria 
Qr·d Jol111rw11. CRcnOfo:1 
ABR, CRG, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41 '3-[;(1'3-9736 • Geri Johnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residenli'1 SpedalistJ 

,o of all REALTORS hold this prestigiM cleignalion. 
Sis my b.ldge of cx,:ertiseand )OUr ~\ield of 

I!. Pul )OUr trust in the best to get 1ht job done. 
b:,ying, selling or rcfcrrilg, always choose 

S W Y'«l':~inroull!'r. 

66 French King Hwy,, Gill 
IIISl■IIIID (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO~ 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc~i11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now serufn9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

4].3•772•3122 
Actv1ce,, v~, nk /n:r~ 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

~-------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 




