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Factory Hollow Clean Piers has the old abutment in the foreground, the piers marching across the river to Gill, with girdles of
new concrete at their bases. Staging at their tops waits for carpenters to form pedestals for new beams to rest upon. In the distance
an excavator, equipped with a hydranlic hammer, raises a clond of dust as be breaks sawn concrete slabs into smaller pieces.

By JOSEPH PARZYCH

The reader of the Montague
Reporter, who wrote that the Gill-
Turners Bridge was in danger of
becoming a heap of rubble, had the
right idea. He just had the wrong
bridge.

Northern Construction, under
the direction of Superintendent Jack
Graves, has reduced a third of the
Route 2 Bridge in Factory Hollow
to a heap of concrete rubble piled up
on the Gill Side. (The Gill-Green-
field town line bisects the bridge.)
The rubble is from demolition of

1/3 of the bridge deck on the north-
ern side going east to west.

Witch Enterprises of Agawam
neatly sawed the deck into 4x6 foot
slabs to allow a Komatsu excavator
to break up the portion slated for
demolition with a hydraulic ham-

see BRIDGES page 6
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Congratulations to
Tumers Falls High School
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By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

According to a list recently pub-
lished by U.S. News & World Report
of the best schools nationwide, or-
ganized by state, Turners Falls High
School is ranked 40th out of 358
Massachusetts public and charter
high schools. Categories that deter-
mined rankings are student-teacher
ratio, college readiness, and profi-
ciency in math and English. Col-
lege Readiness is based on AP test
results compared to Massachusetts
averages. Proficiency in math and
English is demonstrated through

a statewide comparison of MCAS
tests results.

The news comes at a very good
time for the Gill-Montague School
District as the Department of Edu-
cation considers releasing it from its
Level 4 status.

For Turners Falls High School,
the student ratio is ten to one, with
294 students and 30 teachers. Col-
lege readiness puts the high school
near the state average with 38% of
students taking the AP exams and
26% passing. Proficiency levels are

see RANKING page 5

Report from the Leverett Town Meeting
The Poetry of Town Government

By DAVID DETMOLD

Leverett called on its elected rep-
resentatives on Saturday to abolish
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, censuring the public’s atomic
watchdog as a de facto industry lap-
dog. Voters at annual town meeting
also decided to curtail the amount
of time that dogs within town bor-
ders can be chained to fixed objects
(three hours, max).

They called for the state to fund
charter schools out of a dedicated
line in the state budget, rather than
raiding cities’ and towns’ Chapter
70 education funding to pay for par-
ents’ choice to send their children to
charter schools. Leverett will lose
$56,935 in Chapter 70 funds for its
own elementary school this year,
as state aid follows five students
who have ‘choiced out’ to charter
schools, according to statistics pro-
vided by finance committee mem-
ber Nancy Grossman. They also
called for the labeling of genetically
modified foods.

Early in the six and a half hour
meeting the voters also passed a
$5,449,503 omnibus budget to fund
town departments, after resolving a
skirmish between the school com-
mittee and selectboard regarding
which board should have the au-
thority to hire and oversee custodi-
ans at the elementary school. By a
solid majority, 66 — 48, voters left
that authority with the school com-
mittee, at least for another school
year, as the two boards continue to
work out the details of a proposal
by the selectboard to consolidate the
maintenance and upkeep of all town
buildings under the town’s part time

facilities manager.

The custodian debate took more
time to settle than any other motion
on the 30 article warrant. Voters
seemed finally to be won over by
the arguments of school committee
members, like newly elected mem-
ber (and former Leverett Elementary
principal) Sheila Hunter, who told
the meeting school principals are
“conscious of every single penny we
spend,” and therefore the line items
for school custodial work would be
more carefully scrutinized and con-
trolled if they remained where they
had been all along, under the school
committee’s purview.

Former selectboard member Jim
Perkins, commenting on the dust-up
over janitors, said, “To me, the real
tragedy here is the disempower-
ment of the school committee. I see
a relationship between the fact we
couldn’t get candidates for school
committee and this argument. We
should continue with the way things
are until it can be worked out.”

Hunter, with evident reluctance,
was persuaded during the meeting
to stand for one of two open school
committee seats. She was elected
by unanimous consent, although the
other seat remained vacant.

Later in the meeting, former se-
lectboard member Fenna Lee Bon-
signoire asked for the issue to be
revisited next year, and backed the
selectboard’s move to consolidate
the maintenance aspects of all town
buildings.

Peter d’Errico was elected unop-
posed to another three year term on
the selectboard. Steve Nagy took a

see GOVERNMENT page 5

Montague Library Director to Retire in
October after 28 Years of Semce
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Library Director Sue SanSoucie at Carnegie Iibrary

By PATRICIA PRUITT

Library Director Sue SanSoucie
will retire as director of the Mon-
tague Libraries on October 31 of this
year after 30 years of service to the
community. She was first hired as
Library Director of the main library
and two branches in 1976, and left
in 1979 to raise her family. She re-
turned as Director in 1986. At that
time there were four employees in
the main library, and two each in the
two branch libraries. Today there is
one staff person in each branch and
nine employees in all.

In her years as director, SanSou-
cie has seen many changes in the
delivery of library services to pa-
trons. Many of these changes have
happened in the last decade. Com-
puter technology arrived over the
past ten years even to small librar-
ies like Montague’s. Sue welcomes

some of the efficiencies it allows, for
example, in the area of interlibrary
loan services, where it expands the
potential available holdings from
the Central Massachusetts region to
statewide and, if necessary, to nation-
wide. Other aspects such as the auto-
mated phone system, during hours
when staff are present to answer the
phone, cut into that high level of cus-
tomer service she can provide. Of
course, when the library’s closed,
that same automated phone serves
well. She knows her patrons would
like the library open more mornings
than its current Friday and Saturday
am. schedule. Librarianship is first
and foremost a customer service.
According to Sue, serving the pub-
lic has been her continual pleasure in
her 28 years of guiding the libraries
in Montague. The use of the library
has grown steadily and it remains a
vital resource in the community.

Sue and the Montague Library
Board of Trustees undertook a build-
ing project to modernize the facili-
ties, increase access for impaired
patrons, and provide a larger, differ-
entiated children’s library space with
room for activities for young patrons,
as well as a meeting room. Funding
and support were not forthcoming.
“That is the one endeavor that has
yet to be accomplished, regrettably”,
says Sue. It is true that the main li-
brary is bursting at the seams.

The Library trustees will set up a
search for a new director, and begin
the process over the summer so that
a new director can be in place when
she finally answers the last question
from a patron at the end of October.
The Montague Reporter thanks Sue
SanSoucie for her dedication to li-
brary services and her continual ef-
forts to improve the library and meet
her patrons’ needs and interests.
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Pet of the Week
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Eve

All about Eve: I am sweet as can
be, and while my previous family
adored me, they could no longer
provide for my care. However, their
loving attention sure does shine
through in my amazing purrsonal-
ity! Do you like family and friends
to visit? Well so do I! T will greet
them warmly and engage them in
conversation. Do you need a good
laugh? I’ll make sure to always be
there when you need one. All in
all T am a sweet, affectionate, and
happy-to-be-around-you cat. Come
to the adoption center and meet me
today!

For more information on adopt-
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society at (413)
548-9898 or info@dvphs.org.

PAPER
Week of May 6th
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

NANCY L, DOLE
BOopDks & EPHEMERA

now located at
20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com

closed Mondays
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Published weekly on Thursdays.
Every other week in
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Monday at NOON.
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for errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
ervor  occurred. The publishers
reserve the right to refiise adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform to
standards of the newspaper, such
as they are.

Annual Subscription Rate:
$25/$30/$50, depending on address.
Call us or contact
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org
with any questions.

Carnegie Library News
Mister G Children’s Concert May 4th

By LINDA HICKMAN

Mister G will perform a bilingual
children’s concert in downtown Pes-
keompskut Park on Saturday, May
4th, at 10:30 am. If the weather is
unpleasant, the concert will be per-
formed inside the Carnegie Library.
According to the Washington Post,
“Kid-friendly, bilingual rockstar...
Mister G and his guitar will surely
make you feel like bailando (danc-

ing)!”

Mister G has performed pub-
lic concerts and educational work-
shops for children throughout the
US, Europe and Latin America. His
children’s music CDs include Pizza
Jfor Breakfast, Bugs, and Chocolala.
The event is part of the Crabapple
Blossom Festival, and is a fun way to
celebrate Cinco de Mayo. The con-
cert is sponsored by the Montague
Public Libraries, Montague Cultural
Council and the CFCE grant. For
more information, call 863-3214.
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FACES & PLACES

The Reporters zepid reporter Joe Pargych and its eagle-eyed editor,

Patricia Pruitt, at the Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse

Wendell Free Library

Godzilla vs. Mothra

Coming to the Wendell Free
Library on May 11, 2013 at 7:30
p m.: “Godzilla vs. Mothra”.

A greedy developer has placed
huge machines to suck dry a part
of the ocean near Tokyo so he
can put luxury condos there. The
developer’s plans go awry when
he disrupts Godzilla’s rest and the
monster goes stomping through
Tokyo again.

There will be a short (1/2 hour)
film before the movie: “Rocky
Jones, space ranger, Crash of
Moons, Chapter 3,” from the 50s
Rocky Jones TV series.

Admission is free. For more
information about the Wendell Free
Library, visit its web page at www.
wendellfreelibrary.org or call 978-
544-3559.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
By FRED CICETTI

Q. Are hallucinations reason enough
to see a doctor?

Hallucinations can be a symptom
of a variety of problems — both phys-
ical and mental. They can be caused
by schizophrenia, dementia, depres-
sion, Parkinson’s disease, stroke, fe-
ver, drugs, and alcohol. You should
see a doctor immediately about this
symptom.

Visual loss is a common cause
of hallucinations, too. About one in
ten people with vision problems has
hallucinations. It is suspected that
this phenomenon is under-reported
because victims fear they are los-
ing their minds and don’t want their
doctors to know.

Complex hallucinations among
people with vision loss is called
Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS).

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Hallucinations and Hypothermia

Charles Bonnet was a Swiss phi-
losopher. In 1760, he described this
condition in his blind grandfather.

These hallucinations can strike
at any age, but usually affect se-
niors. The most likely reason that
the syndrome affects the elderly is
the prevalence of visual problems in
this age group. The common condi-
tions leading to CBS are age-related
macular degeneration, glaucoma
and cataract.

Q. Does it have to be very cold out-
side to get hypothermia?

You don’t need a frosty winter
day to suffer from hypothermia. Hy-
pothermia occurs when your body
doesn’t maintain a normal tempera-
ture, which is about 98.6 degrees
Fahrenheit. When your core tem-
perature drops to 95 degrees, you
are suffering from hypothermia,
which can be lethal.

You can get hypothermia in an
air-conditioned environment. It can
strike you if you are soaked in the
rain on a cool, windy day, or if you
fall into chilly water. Water colder
than 70 F can begin to cause hypo-
thermia quickly.

People older than 65 years are

especially vulnerable to hypother-
mia because they tend to suffer
from illnesses or take medications
that interfere with regulating body
temperature. Also, older adults of-
ten produce less body heat because
of a slower metabolism and less
physical activity.

Seniors make up about half of
the annual fatalities from hypother-
mia in the United States.

Low body temperature impairs
the brain, so hypothermia is espe-
cially dangerous because its victims
may not know they’re in trouble.
Severe hypothermia eventually
leads to cardiac and respiratory fail-
ure, then death.

Hypothermia comes on gradu-
ally. Shivering is a common and
obvious sign. Shivering is a natural
response that increases muscle cell
activity and generates heat.

But, shivering alone does not
mean you have hypothermia.
Healthcare professionals recom-
mend looking for “umbles,” too.
These are stumbles, mumbles, fum-
bles and grumbles.

Watch for these specific symp-
toms: confusion or sleepiness;
slowed, slurred speech; shallow

Senior Center Activities - May éth to May 10th

GILL-MONTAGUE
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62
Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a m.
to 2 p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Thursday
at Noon. Meal reservations must
be made one day in advance by 11
am. The Meal Site Manager is
Kerry Togneri. All fitness classes
are supported by a grant from the
Executive Office of Elder Affairs.
Voluntary donations are accepted.
Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter.

For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when the
center is not open.

Monday 5/6

10:10 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
1:00 p m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday: 5/7

10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga with Jean
Erlbaum

12:00 p.m. Lunch

12:45 p.m. COA Meeting
Wednesday: 5/8

9:00 a.m. Foot Clinic by
Appointment

10:00 a.m. Aerobics

11:15 a.m. Friends’ Meeting

12:00 p.m. Lunch

12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday: 5/9

9:00 a m. Tai Chi

10:00 a m. Coffee & Conversation
12:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 p.m. Pitch

Friday: 5/10

10:00 a m. Aerobics
10:45 a m. Chair Exercise
1:00 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care Drive,
Ervingside, is open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 am. to 2:30 p.m.
for activities and congregate meals.
Lunch is at 11:30 am., with
reservations required 24 hours in
advance. Call Mealsite Manager
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal information and
reservations.

For information, call Polly Kiely,
Senior Center Director, at (413)
423-3649. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping, or
medical necessity. Call the Center to
confirm activities, schedule a ride,
or find out when is the next blood
pressure clinic.

Monday 5/6
9:00 a m. Tai Chi
10:00 a m. Osteo Exercise

12:00 p m. Quilting
Tuesday: 5/7

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
12:30 p m. Painting
Wednesday: 5/8

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
10:00 a.m. Chair Yoga
12:00 p m. Bingo
Thursday: 5/9

8:45 a.m. Aerobics
10:00 a.m. Posture Perfect
12:00 p m. Cards
Friday: 5/10

9:00 a.m. Bowling

9:30 a.m. Sit and knit

LEVERETT

Forinformation, contact the Leverett
COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5, or
coa@leverett.ma.us.

Take-It-Easy ~ Chair  Yoga -—
Wednesdays at 10 a m. at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free).
Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs. Call the
Center for a ride.

breathing; weak pulse or low blood
pressure; changes in behavior such
as apathy; change in appearance
such as pale skin; poor body control
or slow reaction times.

Q. Do you have any suggestions for
what to do in a fire?

Seniors face the highest risk
of perishing in a fire because their
senses don’t detect danger as eas-
ily as they used to, and they don’t
move quickly to escape during an
emergency.

Here are some general fire-emer-
gency recommendations:

« If you must exit through smoke,
crawl under it (smoke rises).

* Cover your mouth and nose
with a moist towel or an article of
clothing to protect yourself from
dangerous fumes.

» Always touch closed doors; if
they are warm, don’t open them.
Don’t touch doorknobs.

« If your clothing is on fire, drop
to the floor and roll to extinguish
flames.

» Avoid elevators; use stairs or
fire escapes.

Send your questions to
Sfred@healthygeezer.com.

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING

Fencing - Patios - Walks +
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Stump Grinding - Excavating

Septic Systems Installed
ESTABLISHED 1970

demerslandscaping.com

863-3652

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

¢ Other Major Brands

» Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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Thank You Wendell Full
Moon Coffeehouse

The Montague Reporter wants to
send our sincere thanks to the Wen-
dell Full Moon Coffeehouse for of-
fering our paper an opportunity to
be this month’s beneficiary. We also
want to thank the stupendous Rani
Arbo & Daisy Mayhem for their
willingness to donate their musical
talent to make the night so special.
And, of course, we extend a very
major thank you to all who came to
hear the band, eat the goodies, and
open their wallets in support of the
paper. It was an extraordinary eve-
ning.

Rani Arbo & Daisy Mayhem
were exceedingly generous with
their music and with their affection
for this part of the valley. Their
songs, at times deep, provocative
and heartfelt, at other times amusing
and just plain fun, kept the full house

GUEST EDITORIAL

tapping their toes and jiggling in
their seats throughout the evening.
Western Mass, as we all know, is
a special place, and Wendell is one
of the more special places in our
neck of the woods. The Full Moon
Coffeehouse is the longest running
non-profit venue in New England.
Every show benefits a worthy cause.
Social service agencies, community
groups and environmental action
organizations have all been regu-
lar beneficiaries of the Full Moon’s
generosity. We know of no other
place like it. But then no other place
is quite like Wendell. The Coffee-
house represents so much of how we
live here in the valley, where neigh-
bor helps neighbor, where support is
mutual. As someone said on Satur-
day evening, “It doesn’t get any bet-
ter than this.” Thank you everyone!

Montague Puts Nutrient-rich
Waste to Waste

By JACK SLATTERY

The town of Montague — known
for its various farms and the vast
wooded areas along the Connecticut
River — is now enacting laws you
would expect in a congested city.
The latest ordinance is pretty crappy.
Dog owners must now scoop their
dog’s poop or face steep fines. While
I can understand the need to pick up
after your dog in busy areas and on
your neighbor’s property, I cannot
understand the law being adopted
in Montague — a town of just 279.2
people per square mile.

In the neighborhoods of Mon-
tague, wildlife is abundant. You may
see deer roaming at dusk, fox in the
bushes or rabbits darting about. They
all poop and I don’t find it necessary
to remove their waste. It is their ser-
viceable contributions that help keep
the neighborhoods of Montague so
lush and green. Dog poop does not
do any disservice to either the people
of Montague or its natural environ-
ment — it is quite a benevolent con-
tribution, and the current system of
relocating it to landfills only does
harm.

Out of all domesticated animals
that walk this planet, only dogs
— man’s best friend — have a law
requiring they be picked up after.
Doggy doo contains useful organic
nutrients similar to those found in
squirrel and rabbit excrements. And
there is no reasonable explanation for
preventing the flow of these organic
compounds back to the environment.
Is it because dogs’ droppings are the
most difficult to avoid? NO! Deer
messes, for example, are much hard-
er to avoid. Every fall, deer camp out
in yards and leave piles of pellets
scattered about. Shouldn’t the gov-

ernment send out a team of conser-
vationists to pick up after the deer if
I must pick up after my dog?

Do the Pooper-Scooper Laws
exist because dogs have such large
feces? Not even close! I often go
for long bike rides in the woods or
on the streets and come across giant
piles of poo. I have jammed on the
brakes, swerved and nearly injured
myself many times trying to avoid
these messes. A canine does not
make these vast piles; they are the
work of horses. Yet no horse owner
is ever fined for their mess.

Amazingly enough, the combined
poop of all cats and dogs in the US
adds up to 10 million tons of waste.
But it is not just the poop that is go-
ing into the landfills; it is the plas-
tic bags. Both cat owners and dog
owners throw feces away in plastic
bags. Approximately 380 billion
plastic bags are used in the United
States each year. That is more than
1,200 bags per US resident. It is es-
timated that 12 million barrels of oil
are required to make that many plas-
tic bags. And while 2% of all plastic
bags are recycled, bags holding dog
poop are never recycled. The prac-
tice of surrounding the feces in plas-
tic prevents the organic compounds
in the feces from being released back
to the environment for hundreds of
years. Rather than restoring the ex-
crement’s usable energy to plants,
we are banishing these valuable or-
ganic nutrients to landfills.

The extent to which the pooper-
scooper laws are being exercised is
unnecessary and even harmful to the
environment. These laws establish
a flawed system that must be reas-
sessed.

Jack Slattery is a fieshman
at UMass-Amherst.
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Gee, all the kids seem
to be rushing to TFHS.

o o
i L -"'\.}‘}.'}"
(r'g\ (’\
( ©

s
B 3 \
‘(‘-) i
2

You betchal It's the only high school
in Franklin County that U.S. News &
World Report ranked among the top
40 Massachusetts schools.

C. SAWYER-LAUGCANNO ILLUSTRATION

lettersto / the Editor

Local Wisdom in Spending Green Communities Money

At last week’s meeting of the
Wendell Selectboard several of us
made a pitch to broaden the discus-
sion of how to proceed toward the
town’s energy future. The immedi-
ate question was whether to try to
expand input into how to spend the
roughly $140,000 the town has been
awarded for its Green Communities
designation, but the subtext was re-
ally what direction to head: toward
modern engineering specialization
and expertise or toward the broadest
look to find the elusive thing I would
call common sense...which is not
all that common, actually. When it
comes to the deeply insinuated is-
sue of commodity energy, most of
us are pretty willing to “leave it to
the experts,” but that path shows no
paradigm change and may just have
other versions of the same trouble
built into it.

Following the discussion, the
decision of the selectboard was to
keep the recommendation process
within the Wendell Energy Com-
mittee — although the final decision
rests with the selectboard.

This loosely held chain of com-
mand of course doesn’t need to be
the whole picture. There are many
groups in Wendell looking at how to
adapt to geophysical limits on ener-
gy and industry now getting clearer:
the Climate Change Group, the Sim-
ple Living Initiative, the Agriculture
Commission, Transition Towns, the
two nuclear power affinity groups,
etc. Members of these bodies and
others still at large have thought
long and hard about energy matters.
Some, in particular, sense a contra-
diction between current habits of
specialization and wise, innovative
policy-making. They should join up

and help decide how best to “sus-
tain” this town, and whether Green
Communities money can help.

Another thing: Alistair MacMar-
tin, a Wendell resident with energy
audit training who raised the is-
sue, was complimented for his of-
fer to surrender his application as a
consultant for audits on municipal
buildings in order to feel free to
participate in these orienting dis-
cussions.

But in this small town, Mr. Mac-
Martin shouldn’t have to choose be-
tween applying to do an audit and
debating, along with his townspeo-
ple, policy questions that have to do
with his field of expertise. He can
do both. People can judge for them-
selves his sincerity and intent.

— Jonathan von Ranson
Wendell

Why Vote for Nan Riebschlaeger for Wendell Selectboard

Because “She’s a workhorse!”,
exclaimed a friend when I told her
Nan was in the running. Because
she’s “a breath of fresh air,” said
more than one other Wendellite.

I’'m writing this because Nan
doesn’t toot her own horn. In her
interview in last week’s Montague
Reporter, Nan didn’t announce that
she led the town through the steps
to secure Green Communities status
for Wendell, resulting in a grant of
$138,125 for energy efficiency
improvements.

Nan didn’t wait to start her work
until she was Chair of the Planning
Board and the Energy Committee,
or until she was president of the
Friends of the Meetinghouse. Over
fifteen years ago without any official
capacity, shebegan her tireless work.
She helped found CACL (Citizens
Against the Construction Landfill),
which advocated for closing the DB
Landfill BEFORE it started shifting
down the hill it was built on. She
helped obtain $25,000 for Wendell

Gill Chief Not

Asking for Money

for Safety Features

In the 7th paragraph of the article
on the Gill Selectboard meeting of
April 22, it states I am asking for
money for safety features. I am not
asking for anything as the cruiser
sits. Those items would only be
needed if the cruiser was marked.
It appears very misleading to a
reader.

— David Hastings
Chief of Police, Gill

from the State’s settlement when
asbestos from The Big Dig was
illegally dumped into the landfill.

Nan determined, as Chair of the
Planning Board, that the “microwave
tower” could not renew its expired
permit because of'its close proximity
to residences. To the delight of the
Locke Hill neighborhood, the 50s
dinosaur and blight, and danger to
aircraft, was finally dismantled last
fall, also thanks to the contributions
of other town officials.

In 1999 Nan wrote, and
successfully brought to Town
meeting, articles to make Wendell a
Dioxin-Free Zone and a subscriber
to the Precautionary Principle.
These provisions demonstrate her
commitment to the environment
and public health.

Nan has already had employment
as a Town Accountant for two towns
and a Procurement Officer for one.
She knows how to procure state
and federal assistance that towns
are eligible for, write Requests for

WEWELCOME
YOURLETTERS!

Montague Reporter

58 4th St Turners, 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

Proposals, and she’s excellent at
obtaining needed information from
government agencies.

Nan is more than halfway
through a degree in Business
Administration, with  courses
lending themselves directly to
running town government. She is
also taking courses in alternative
energy systems.

If we elect Nan for Selectboard,
she has promised to make Wendell’s
government a more open process
where  officials  communicate
often with each other, and where
we feel welcome in advising our
representatives about our concerns.

This is why I'll vote for Nan
Riebschlaeger.

The election is MONDAY, MAY
6. Polls are open from noon to 8
p m. at the Town Office Building.

— Gloria Kegeles
Wendell

U.S. Casualties
in Afghanistan
as of 5/1/13

Wounded
17,674

Deaths
2,207
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Field of Dreams... and a Pipe Nightmare

By PATRICIA PRUITT

At the April 29 meeting
Town Administrator Frank
Abbondanzio raised the spec-
ter of a potential nightmare
when he announced that the
force main at the Franklin
County Technical School had
collapsed. This is the line
that carries sewage out of
the facility. Upon inspection
the line was found to have
sand backed up in it. Piping
engineers are expected later
this week to help analyze the
problem in order to find the
best solution.

For the time being, there

is no immediate issue for the
businesses and facilities in
the Industrial Park. Until the
pipe is repaired or replaced,
sewage flow is being tempo-
rarily hauled by truck from
the site.

Superintendent Bob Trom-
bley suggested the board
write a letter to abutter busi-
nesses in the industrial park,
asking their patience during
the time of repairs and assur-
ing them that their services
will continue.

In other news from the se-
lectboard, on Thursday, May
23, weather permitting, the
Shea Theater will host a free

showing of the movie Field
of Dreams in Peskeompskut
Park at 7 p.m.

Peter Golrick of the Turn-
ers Falls Airport Commission
presented two copies of grant
assurances for signatures as
required by MASS D.O.T.
for acceptance of the Archeo-
logical and Tribal Grant . He
was followed by the Airport
Manager Mick Longo seek-
ing a permit to use public
property on June 15 and 16
for the event called Aviation
Weekend at the Turners Falls
Airport. This event will start
at 10 a.m. and go to 4p m. on
both days.

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Insurance Questions,

Kitchen Plans, No Cookies

By JOSH HEINEMANN

For a while on Wednes-
day evening, April 24, even
with one board member out,
the Wendell selectboard of-
fice was SRO (standing room
only) with members of the
kitchen planning group, the
community garden commit-
tee, the energy committee,
and interested citizens with-
out any committee, all pres-
ent.

In 2012, through the ef-
forts of the energy commit-
tee, Wendell became a green
community and eligible for
$138.125 in grants that can
be used to reduce energy use,
and carbon dioxide output
resulting from activities in
town. The energy commit-
tee had to meet a Janu-

time required to do the audit.
Jonathan von Ranson asked,
“Insurance against what?”
Aldrich answered, “to protect
the town in case of injury.”
Betsy Ames said “We can de-
cide not to follow the insur-
ance recommendation,” but
selectboard chair Christine
Heard said, “we do not gen-
erally do that”.

Heard asked what the en-
ergy committee was hoping
to learn from an energy au-
dit, and selectboard member
Jeffrey Pooser asked if it was
required. Riebschlaeger said
the audit is not required, but
Ames said that the state re-
quires the information that an
audit would provide before
it releases grant money for
work on town buildings.

Save and Community Action
funds to decrease their home
energy use.

Heard thanked everyone
for coming; Alistair Mac-
Martin said he came because,
“I heard there were cookies.”
There were no cookies.

Kitchen Plans
The kitchen planning
group represented by Ka-
tie Nolan, MacMartin, and
Judy Hall presented a de-
tailed budget of their pro-
posal to make the town hall
kitchen usable and food safe
for public functions, includ-
ing a new 6 burner stove, a
three bay sink, a commercial
dishwasher. Total material
cost is $11,700; labor costs
to protect the water supply
from freezing, running

ary 25 deadline for its
first grant request, and
made that request to the
state for a thermal im-
ager that will detect heat
losses in buildings, and

Heard asked what the
energy committee was
hoping to learn from

a gas line for the stove,
plumbing and electric-
ity have an estimate of
$6.400; other construc-
tion costs include $3,655
for a wheelchair ramp or

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD
The Usher Mill Needs a Roofer,

By KATIE NOLAN

The Usher Mill redevelop-
ment committee met jointly
with the selectboard on April
29, presenting concerns,
recommendations and ac-
tion steps for developing the
historic industrial property
located on the banks of the
Millers River.

Re-use committee mem-
bers were very skeptical
about a recent Tighe & Bond,
Inc. structural engineering
report on the former Boiler
Building. Committee mem-
ber Gary Burnett discounted
the expertise of the Tighe &
Bond engineer, saying that
the engineer didn’t bring a
ladder to allow inspection
of the leaking roof from
above and didn’t have suf-
ficient battery-powered light
to properly inspect the non-
electrified building interior.
“He couldn’t climb up on the
roof —we need a qualified in-
spector to look at the roof,”
said Burnett.

Committee member Jeff
Dubay said that the town
“should be talking to roof-
ers, not to engineers.” He
added that the roof is “in nice
shape” outside of the leaking
spot.

Asked about the cost of the
Tighe & Bond report, town
administrator Tom Sharp in-
dicated it was approximately
$5,000. (At the March 11
selectboard meeting, Sharp
had reported that $7.,950
was allocated for the Tighe
& Bond structural analysis,
with the money coming from
the funds voted by the Au-
gust 2012 special town meet-
ing for cleaning up the site.)
“For $5,000, we could have
fixed the roof,” Dubay com-
mented.

Not an Engineer

“Do you think the remaining
Boiler Building at the Usher
Plant should be saved?” Ac-
cording to a comimittee’s
handout, “the town-wide
survey was premature, had
no input from the Usher Mill
Re-Development Commit-
tee, and was not adequately
worded to arrive at any use-
able data for the Town to base
a decision on.”

Committee member Jean-
ie Schermesser characterized
the board’s decision to run
the survey as “disheartening
and somewhat confusing.”
Committee member Linda
Downs-Bembury said she
“felt blindsided by seeing the
survey.”

lands issues, the site could po-
tentially include endangered
species habitat, and along the
Millers, would come under
the Rivers Protection Act.
According to Sloan, an expe-
rienced permitting consultant
would help identify the lo-
cations that could be devel-
oped.

Potential Land Donation
The committee asked in
its printed handout that par-
cels owned by Morris Hou-
sen adjacent to the former
Usher Mill property “should
be acquired as soon as pos-
sible so that he project can go
forward by including all the
land in its initial assessment.”

an energy audit, and

for an ASHRAE (Ameri-
selectboard member

can Society of Heating,

lift from the floor level

Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning Engineers)
level II audit of town

Jeffrey Pooser asked if it
was required.

to the stage Level, bring
the total cost for the
kitchen plans to $25,255.
A USDA grant, which

buildings. The RFP (re-

MacMartin  said  the

quest for proposals) that
the energy committee wrote
for that audit included a large
insurance coverage, and so
favored large and probably
distant corporations over
small and local but equally
qualified people. Wendell
resident Alistair MacMartin
has the qualifications to do an
audit and wrote a complaint.
Town coordinator Nancy
Aldrich said that the town’s
insurance representative rec-
ommended that provision.
Energy committee member
Laurie DiDonato suggested
that the insurance require-
ment could be lower; an-
other suggestion was that a
smaller local firm could hold
the insurance only for the

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Riebschlaeger suggested
forming a citizens’ advisory
panel that would organize a
set of priorities for grant ap-
plications for what remains
in the $138,125 which is still
the large majority of the po-
tential grant money. Repre-
sentatives from the climate
change group, the simple liv-
ing group, and anyone with a
good idea would be invited to
work out details for good use
of the money.

Peter Gallant suggested
using grant money to lever-
age and get more money
for home energy savings, as
Greenfield did by hiring a
coordinator who recruited
people to sign up for Mass

USDA official heard with
enthusiasm, and in kind do-
nations can bring the town’s
cost down to $15,215.75.
MacMartin asked if it was
ok to apply for the grant be-
fore a vote at the annual town
meeting. Aldrich suggested
that the town might have to
appropriate the money first
and then get the grants, as
it had to do to get a USDA
loan for the building proj-
ects. She also said to make
sure a wheelchair lift was not
classified as an elevator. An
elevator requires an annual
inspection that costs $1,200:
$800 for the inspector and
$400 for the state.

see WENDELL page 10

$300,000 for Mothballing?

Burnett and other commit-
tee members also disagreed
strongly with Tighe & Bond’s
estimate of $300,000 to
“mothball” the former Boil-
er Building. “Mothballing
shouldn’t be that costly,” said
Dubay.

The committee’s plan is
to repair the roof (not replace
it) to keep the building stabi-
lized until the entire property
can be developed. Dubay said
that the rubber roof could be
patched and the interior kept
dry at a much lower cost. Bur-
nett said that the town should
spend money only on “what’s
necessary to prevent it from
deteriorating further.”

The committee disagreed
strongly with the select-
board’s survey, published
in the April “Around Town”
newsletter and available at
town hall, asking citizens

Considering a draft fire chief job
description, Goodwin said that, instead
of a requirement for the chief to live
within 10 miles of Erving, the chief
should be required to live in Erving.

$35,000 for Environmental
Permitting Report?

The committee protested
the selectboard’s decision to
eliminate $35,000 requested
by the committee for an en-
vironmental assessment of
the site. At the April 8 select-
board meeting, selectboard
member Andrew Goodwin
had spoken against additional
assessment funding because
a 21E (potentially contami-
nated sites) assessment was
done previously and no haz-
ardous waste was found in
the soil and groundwater.

At Monday night’s meet-
ing, Schermesser said that
this environmental assess-
ment would consider envi-
ronmental regulations and re-
strictions for the site. Accord-
ing to Schermesser, “nothing
can be done at the site until
the environmental assess-
ment is completed.”

She said that conserva-
tion commission chair David
Brule was willing to walk the
property and help with the
initial phases of the assess-
ment, that the $35,000 figure
was a rough estimate from the
Franklin Regional Council
of Governments (FRCOG)
planning department, and
that the assessment probably
could be completed for less
than that amount.

Peggy Sloan of the FR-
COG planning department in
a phone interview described
the assessment as a feasibil-
ity study for environmental
permitting issues and require-
ments because of the site’s
location next to the Millers
River.

Sloan noted that a revital-
ization plan might face wet-

“I wish the board would con-
sider accepting the gifting of
this land,” said Downs-Bem-
bury.

Atthe November 29, 2011,
selectboard meeting the com-
mittee had presented the se-
lectboard with a draft letter to
Housen regarding donation
of the parcels to the town.
At that time, the committee
expected the selectboard to
finalize the letter and send it
to Housen. However, the se-
lectboard did not take action
on the letter.

According to Dubay, Hou-
sen was interested in donat-
ing the land to the town, but
“when he heard about the
[town-wide] survey, he was
dismayed that the building
might be demolished.”

Goodwin said there is a
”void of information” com-
ing from the committee to
the board. He asked about the
committee’s vision for the fu-
ture of the property and asked
for a project budget and time-
line.

Schermesser said that
the committee had prepared
a presentation envisioning
the future of the property in
March 2012, including rec-
reational use, retail stores,
small businesses, and artist
studios. However, Goodwin
was absent from that meet-
ing and current selectboard
member Margaret Sullivan
was not on the board at that
time.

The revitalization com-
mittee agreed to present a
budget for the environmental
assessment to the selectboard
by May 20, for inclusion on

see ERVING page 10
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The Great Falls Farmers Markgt Begins Year 17

JEN DOWNS PHOTO

Every Wednesday from now through October, fresh vegetables — and more! — will be sold at the market
by the bridge in Turners Falls. Vendors accept cash, as well as WIC and Senior EMINP coupons.

By PATRICIA PRUITT

On Wednesday, May 1, year 17
of the Great Falls Farmers Mar-
ket began on the corner of Second
Street and Avenue A. The Farmers
Market is sponsored for the first
time this year by the Montague
Agricultural Commission, which
hopes to grow participation in two
directions: more local farm foods
and farmer/vendors, and more cus-
tomers. Originally begun back in
1996 by Paul Voiland and David
Detmold, and later run by Suzette
Snow-Cobb for several years, it is
currently shepherded by the dedi-
cated and capable Don Clegg who

has been its organizer since 2008.
Clegg laments the impact the
construction of the Gill-Montague
Bridge has had on the vendors
which, before construction, had
grown to a healthy total of 17. Like
all of Turners Falls, he looks for-
ward to the bridge opening and ex-
pects next spring will see a renewal
of the larger market presence. As
market manager he sees the mar-
ket as a vibrant community cen-
ter in the outdoors. At the start of
the market it will have flower and
vegetable starts and perhaps some
early greens among its offerings.
As spring goes into summer, musi-
cians will serenade during market

hours. The community sign board
will alert vendors and customers to
other events in Turners Falls and
the town of Montague.

Clegg is pleased to have the
sponsorship of the Ag. Commis-
sion. It means the Farmers Market
will be covered by the town’s in-
surance, allowing space fees paid
by vendors to be reinvested in the
market. Having a sponsor also
means the Farmers Market can ap-
ply for grants. If you would like
information about renting a space
in the Great Falls Farmers Market,
contact greatfallsfarmersmarket-
turners@gmail.com. The hours are
2 to 6 p m. each Wednesday.

PATRICIA PRUITT PHOTO

Don Clegg (center) admits he
holds down a lot of different areas
of involvement in the life of down-
town Turners Falls. Among these
are the Food Pantry and Survival
Center, The Discovery Center,
MCTV, The Montague Reporter,
and every Wednesday from May
thru Oct from 2 to 6 p.m. he helps
manage the Turners Falls Farmers
Market, which opened yesterday.
He was excited to have this pic-
ture taken on the opening day of
the 2013 market season and to in-
clude one of two original vendors,
Peter Kretzinger (right), and Bob
Johnson of Johnson Farms, Deer-
field (not pictured), as well as the
newest participant Red Fire Farm,
represented by Paul Voiland (left)
who, along with David Detmold,
founded the Farmers Market back
in 1996.

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-LAUCANNO PHOTO
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Rani Arbo and Dai.gl Maybem rock the Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse

last Saturday night, to benefit The Montague Reporter.

PVS Finishes Its 74th Season with
Mozart & Mahler at the Movies

GREENFIELD - Pioneer Val-
ley Symphony will present its final
concert of the season, “Mozart and
Mabhler at the Movies,” on Saturday,
May 18th, at 7:30 pm at Greenfield
High School.

As with previous concerts this
season, the program includes works
that have been performed in movies
as varied as Runaway Bride and The
Accompanist.

The concert opens with Mozart’s
renowned “Overture to the Mar-
riage of Figaro,” featured in many
Hollywood movies.

The second work takes a more
somber turn, with Mozart’s “Ves-
perae solenne de confessore.” A
movement of these Vespers under-
scored scenes in the powerful mov-

YANKEE

REALTY, MOVING
& SELF STORAGE

REALTY

Big enough to deliver,
small enough to care!

MOVING

Boxes & Packing Materials
U-Haul Rentals & Movers

SELF STORAGE
Best Rates in the Valley!

74 Mohawk Trail
Greenfield, MA

774-2331

ie The Accompanist.

The program concludes with
Gustav Mahler’s beautiful and
haunting Symphony No. 4. Mahler’s
music most famously underscored
Visconti’s Death in Venice.

This concert is the culmination
of our 74th season, “Pioneer Valley
Symphony at the Movies.” Tickets
to the concert are $20 adult, $17
senior/student, and $6 child. They
are available online at PVSO.org,
by calling (413) 773-3664, or at the
door on the evening of the perfor-
mance.
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Melissa Leary of Northfield displays the trophy she won as first place co-winner
in the annual Poet’s Seat Poetry Contest in the 15-18-year-old category.

FCTS Senior Wins Poets Seat Poetry Contest
Technical School Dominates 15-18-year-old Category

TURNERS FALLS - Melissa
Leary, a senior from Northfield, is
a first place co-winner in the 22nd
Annual Poet’s Seat Poetry Contest
in the 15-to-18-year-old category.

“I didn’t expect my poem to
win,” said an elated Leary. “I didn’t
think my poem was on that level. It
was a great experience for me.”

There were five finalists in the
15-18-year-old category and three
of them were from Franklin County
Technical School. The other FCTS
students were Nick Batutis of Or-
ange and Anna Morin from New
Salem. This is the third year in a
row that three FCTS students were
among the five finalists in the 15-
18-year-old category.

Jiyoung Jeong, a 9% grader at
The Bement School in Deerfield
was the 15-18-year-old co-winner
with Leary. Winners were awarded
a ceramic poet’s mug and $20 gift
certificate to the World Eye Book-
store in Greenfield.

Leary, 18, won the Poet’s Seat
contest for her poem, “Odd Math
Class Day Dream.” which reads,

Odd Math Class Day Dream

Day Dream:

Theswing

Wound up

Readyto whoosh through the
sweetair.

Rolling with laughter atsomesilly
joke.

Ourgrins shame the Cheshire Cat
With a side of giddy.

Taste the kiss

Sosudden

Like rain

Cosine 18, what’s the answer?
Acrosstheroom,

I’'ve neversaid hello.

Leary, a student in the FCTS
electrical program, said she felt
the judges liked the dream-like and
whimsical air of her piece, especial-
ly the ending. She said she loves
to write and carries a notebook with
her at all times to jot down ideas for
poems. Leary is hoping to have her
poetry published someday.

“It would be nice to have some
of my work published and have oth-
er people enjoy it,” she said.

The poetry contest is spon-
sored by the Greenfield Public Li-
brary, and includes categories for
adults, and youth aged 12-14 and
15-18. The contest is open to resi-
dents of Franklin County. About
60 people attended the reading and
awards ceremony, which was held
at Stoneleigh-Burnham School in
Greenfield.

Aniella Day of Deerfield and
Robin Williams of South Deerfield
won in the 12-14-year-old category,
and Cathy Gouch of Greenfield was
the adult winner.

FCTS English Teacher Alyssa
Kelly said the 17 students in her
poetry class entered 25 poems for
the competition. She said the class
allows students a wide range of cre-
ativity as they explore various types
of poetry.

“The students get a lot of expo-
sure to poetry for the entire school
year,” Kelly said. “This allows them
to prepare in a more sophisticated,
professional manner for a contest
like this. A lot of students are inter-
ested in poetry because it’s built on
self-expression.”

By DAVID DETMOLD

GREENFIELD - If your feder-
al government is dragging its feet
on converting to renewable energy,
stuck on fossil fuels and nuclear
power, and failing to take action
to deal with global warming and
climate change — take action with
your neighbors by starting your

Cooperative Power H

\

OWNn energy coop.

That was the hopeful message
brought to New England by Dr.
Andreas Wieg, director of the Ger-
man Cooperative Federation and
Dirk Vansintjan, co-founder of the
Belgium Ecopower renewable en-
ergy cooperative. These are no pie
in the sky idealists. Vansintjan’s
coop now has over 43,000 mem-

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE GILL POLICE LOG
Most Things Going Okay

Thursday, 4/11

11:35 a.m. Fire issue on

located on Main Road.

8:44¢ p.m. Subject Chappell Drive. Fire 11:25 am. Check
reported on  Gill- chief on scene. requested on resident’s
Turners Falls Bridge, 9:15 pm. Assisted welfare at Stoughton
possibly going to Erving PD  with Place. All OK.

jump. Located same in underage drinking 3:45 p.m. Complaint
Riverside. party. regarding elderly
Friday, 4/12 Monday, /15 driver on Main Road.
8:15 am. Reported 10:20 am. Medical Sunday, 4/21
tractor-trailer unit assistance required on 11:30 am. Assisted
damage on  Gill- South Cross Road. Bernardston PD on

Turners Falls Bridge.
Located in Montague.
9:30 am. Restraining
order issue at residence
in Riverside.
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2 pm. Civil complaint
at business on French
King Highway.
Thursday, 4/18

10:50 a.m. Lost wallet

case of a motor vehicle
stolen from a Route 10
business.

ber-shareholders, 23 employees,
and produces 25 megawatts of re-
newable energy from more than a
dozen wind turbines, three small
hydro facilities, and hundreds of
photovoltaic panels, and Wieg’s
organization counts over 650 new
energy cooperatives in Germany in
the last four years, since the federal
government there — pressured by
the strength of the environmental
movement and the Green Party —
passed a New Energy Sources Act
in 2004 guaranteeing a fixed price
tariff for new power producers.

“If you produce Green energy,
you can tie into the grid, no ques-
tion,” in Germany, said Wieg, and
new producers are guaranteed a
fixed price for their power for the
next 20 years. This citizen activ-
ist-driven policy change has placed
Germany in the top ranks of nations
in terms of renewable energy pro-
duction, with more than 20% of its
electricity now generated through
Green energy.

The European cooperators ap-
peared before a small crowd of lo-
cal environmentalists at Greenfield
Community College on Wednes-

day, April 24. Signs
along the road lead-
ing to GCC declared
local opposition to
a proposed wood
burning  biomass
. plant in Greenfield,
but this did not deter
both Wieg and Van-
sintjan from touting
the benefits of bio-
mass in their home
countries. The bio-
mass plants they
spoke of, however,
+ unlike that the devel-
| oper of the Green-
| field plant proposed,
harness the heat pro-
duced from biomass
to provide heating
| for homes and busi-
nesses, instead of
wasting the heat and
harnessing just a
small amount of the
potential power as
electricity.

In Germany,
Wieg said, “Inhab-
itants of a village
come together in a
coop and establish bioenergy plants
and pipelines for heating. This is
a much cheaper alternative than
oil or coal they used before. All
inhabitants are shareholders and
the coop provides power directly
to members, different than share-
holder-owned businesses seeking
return on investment and offering
power to all buyers.

Wieg emphasized that coops
operate democratically, on a one
member one vote principle, regard-
less of the size of investment.

He said 60 to 70% of investment
in the hundreds of new energy
coops now taking root in Germany
is provided by rural coop banks.

“If you drive south of Berlin,”
Wieg said, “you drive through a
forest of wind turbines,” put up
by a Danish energy corporation.
Citizen opposition to massive wind
farms tends to dwindle to insignifi-
cance when the people of an area
become shareholders in a coop that
owns the turbines and the power
they produce.

Vansintjan, who got his start in
the field of energy production af-

ter participating in protests against
nuclear power and realizing that
concrete alternatives were needed,
now coordinates a coop that pro-
duces electricity for 1.3% of the
households in Flanders, providing
a 6% annual return on investment
for its members over the last 10
years.

“According to Greenpeace, we
are the fairest and Greenest elec-
tricity on the market. We have no
complaints from our customers,”
(or shareholders, as it were). “In-
deed, average consumption of our
customers has dropped 46% in six
years,” since Ecopower encour-
ages and invests in energy conser-
vation. “One third of our members
have installed photovoltaics,” at
their homes and businesses, and
Ecopower is now turning to other
energy concerns, like supplying
wood pellets for home heating to
its members.

Ecopower has won bidding con-
tracts to install wind turbines in
two major Belgian cities, underbid-
ding rivals during the initial “wind
rush,” which he compared to a 19%
century gold rush, once supporting
tariffs were enacted. But at Eco-
power, “We think the wind is not
owned by someone with a piece
of land. It is a common good, and
when you exploit it you should not
get a profit.”

Could a philosophy like that
ever take hold in corporate Amer-
ica? It could, if you believe local
proponents of energy cooperatives,
like Lynn Benander, manager of
Holyoke-based Coop Power (Www.
cooppower.coop) who spoke up at
the end of Wing and Vansintjan’s
talk to urge people to join this Pio-
neer Valley energy coop, which is in
the process of building a biodiesel
manufacturing plant in Greenfield,
designed to produce 3.5 million
gallons of biodiesel a year from
recycled restaurant grease. Coop
Power has also invested its mem-
bers’ capital in local Green energy
businesses and photovoltaic proj-
ects as far north as Brattleboro.

You, too, can become a member,
and help produce a lasting Green
alternative to fossil fuels, nuclear
power, corporate-driven climate
change and environmental destruc-
tion.

CALL 863-8666

' Marie Castine
Richard DiGeorge (Thursdays)
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DESE Tells the GMRSD They Are
Making Significant Progress

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

In their quarterly report on
the Gill-Montague Regional
School District delivered to
the school committee at their
meeting of April 23, Eva
Mitchell, Associate Commis-
sioner, and Joan Connolly of
the Department of Elementa-
ry and Secondary Education
(DESE) said that the district
continues to make progress
in accomplishing the goals
set out in their Accelerated
Improvement Plan (AIP).
The results of the most recent
standardized tests in math
and English show significant
progress in 80% of grades
tested. Also, 50% of students
in all categories achieved
10% improvement in profi-
ciency in math and English.

The district according to
these evaluations continues
to meet its goals in student
performance. Connolly said
the district leadership team
continued to be dedicated
to working hard on achiev-
ing the AIP benchmarks. It
was clear that these repre-
sentatives from DESE were
pleased with the progress
they had observed. The re-
port covers the time period
between December, 2012
and February 2013 when the
superintendent was Interim
Superintendent Mark Prince.
The AIP is an evidence-based
process where achievement
has to be measurable and

documented.

The summary of the report
says the district continued to
move forward, and that “the
leadership team is clearly in-
vested in focusing the work
in schools on improving in-
struction with the goal of
increasing student achieve-
ment scores.” In looking at
the district’s ability to keep
the process going on its own,
they said that during a recent
meeting, “the principals were
well able to monitor their own
progress and that of the staff,
which is a significant step
forward because the practice
reflects both investment in
and ownership of the work of
accelerated improvement.”

Marjorie Levenson of
Montague asked for clarifi-
cation of whether the district
was meeting its goals. Con-
nolly answered, “The dis-
trict continues to make good
progress, moves forward with
no steps back. There is clear
ownership of the district from
the leadership team.”

Sandra Brown of Gill ex-
pressed her concern that the
district is losing teachers,
and asked if they could go
slower in their efforts to meet
requirements of changes im-
posed by the state. Connolly
answered that district-de-
termined measures are state
law, and are not being man-
dated only for level 4 school
districts.

Kristen

Boyle, former

school committee member in
the audience, said, “It’s im-
portant we acknowledge who
is really doing the work at the
district.”

In regard to concerns over
the difficulty of continuing
to show improvement once a
certain level of proficiency is
achieved, Connolly said they
“look at the aggregated lev-
els. We’re not there yet; the
district hasn’t achieved the
goals yet.”

Mitchell, responding to
some questions about where
the district stands regarding
its level 4 status said, “The
Commissioner has  been
looking at the district with
growing confidence that sig-
nificant progress is being
made at Gill-Montague.” She
also referred to the “level of
ownership at the administra-
tive level.” She said the com-
missioner “heard the urgency
of the staff,” and sees that the
district is meeting its goal.
The question remains wheth-
er the district can continue to
go forward at the same level
without the support from
DESE. Accordingly, she laid
out some steps they will be
looking for the district to ac-
complish.

The first would be to hire
a permanent superintendent.
Mitchell said, “Once you
have a contract voted on and
signed, we are interested

see DESE page 11

ERVING from page 7

the warrant of a mid-June
special town meeting. Com-
mittee members also asked
that one or more selectboard
members attend a mill rede-
velopment conference along
with re-use committee mem-
bers in Lowell in June.
Committee member Jeanie
Schermesser felt that nei-
ther redevelopment commit-
tee members nor selectboard
members understand the re-
development process enough
to shepherd the site through
the redevelopment process.
Schermesser said that the
committee needed “to be
supported by an informed
board.”

Committee member Sarah
Vega-Lirios presented the
benefits of establishing a mill
revitalization district (MRD)

overlay zoning bylaw as part
of a comprehensive approach
to redeveloping the site.

Job Descriptions and Em-
ployee Breaks

Considering a draft fire
chief job description, Good-
win said that, instead of a re-
quirement for the chief to live
within 10 miles of Erving,
the chief should be required
to live in Erving. Selectboard
Chair, Eugene Klepadlo, said
that, for a residency require-
ment, the town would need to
adopt a bylaw, while the 10-
mile residency rule is accept-
able under state law.

Sullivan asked whether a
town residency rule would
decrease the number of quali-
fied applicants. Burnett said
that a resident chief would
help “rebuild cohesion that’s

not there any more.”

Sharp was asked to get
clarification from town coun-
sel about residency require-
ments.

The board approved an em-
ployee break policy proposed
by Sullivan, with revisions by
Klepadlo and Goodwin to ac-
count for breaks during over-
time work. Sullivan’s pro-
posed policy included more
flexibility than an initial draft
that specified the break sched-
ule in more exacting terms.

The board approved an
animal control officer (ACO)
job description. The ACO will
report to the chief of police.
The town will advertise the
position, which will be in ef-
fect in fiscal year 2014, which

begins July 1.
Ve

professional

Hallmark Institute of Photography Open House Saturday May 4th

TURNERS FALLS, MA - Hallmark
Institute of Photography will host its
annual Spring Open House Saturday,
May 4, 2013. The Open House will
feature tours of the Educational Center,
live demonstrations in the portrait and
commercial studios, and an opportunity
for guests to try out some of Hallmark’s
photography and video
equipment. Hallmark faculty, students
and staff will be present to discuss the 10-
month program and the different careers
in professional photography. The Open
House will begin at 12:30 p.m., conclude
at 3:30 p.m., and include lunch.

WENDELL from page 7

The Full Moon Coffee
House committee built a
structure in the main part
of the town hall, and then
moved their equipment from
the small room on the west
side of the entry hallway into
that structure. That freed the
small room for use by Good
Neighbors, so their storage
would be in rooms on either
side of the hallway instead
of in the kitchen and in the
room on the east side of the
hallway. Before moving
freezers into the west room
they need to improve the
electrical wiring.

A Sign and Water for
Community Garden

As Chair of the community
garden committee, Katie
Nolan asked the selectboard’s
opinion on several sites for
a community garden sign.
Nolan described the sign as
it is to be made, and Heard
said that if it looks good to
the garden committee it will
be fine.

Nolan also asked for
permission to tap into
electricity at the light pole to
power a water pump at the
well so that gardeners will no
longer have towater their plots
by carrying 5 gallon buckets.
Over a dry spring in summer
that gets tedious, and the lack
of running water may have
discouraged some people
from using the community
garden. The total budget
that the garden committee
developed for an electric
pump, a small structure to
shelter it, and lines leading to
spigots placed strategically
around the garden is $2,500,
of which about half is the
cost of an electrician. The
garden committee has $300

in their donation account.
Pooser said he would contact
an electrician he knows and
see if he can get a lower price
for the electrical work and
that he would get information
about a solar powered pump,
which would generate its
power needs on site.

Aldrich needs all articles
for the annual town meeting
warrant by May 15. The
warrant must be posted
by May 22 for the June 3
meeting.

Land Donation

Paul Daniello from Mount
Grace Community Land
Trust said that the land trust
received a donation of 11
landlocked acres that abut
one of Wendell’s Phelps lots,
which the town is managing
for wood sales to benefit
education. Mount Grace
wants to donate that land
to Wendell, but through a
complicated process. Wendell
would buy the property for
$10,000, and then sell the
conservation restriction to
Mount Grace for $20,000. The
remaining $10,000 would be
used to create a management
plan and for long-term
stewardship of the land. On
another topic, Daniello said
that the paperwork has been
completed, and the town
now holds the conservation
restriction on the Cronquist
property in west Wendell.

Other News

Cindy Freeman had been
scheduled to come to report
on the situation with her
dog. She did not come to
the meeting but had given
Aldrich the awaited update.
Her dog has been placed in
the Mt. Tully Kennel. The
first home she had located
for him had not worked out,

but she was again looking for
another home.

Selectboard member Dan
Keller normally has attended
the  quarterly = FRCOG
meetings, but he is in Italy
and will not be able to attend
the next one the evening
of May 2. Pooser said he
thought there is some use in
Wendell’s having someone
there and said he would go.

Mold is growing in the
senior center basement. The
town installed a dehumidifier
there, and Aldrich suggested
that the drain hose might be
plugged. Pooser and Heard
agreed to let Keller deal
with it when he returns as he
oversaw the installation.

Last winter’s snow and ice
removal cost was just under
$16,000 above the amount
allowed in the budget, and
the two board members
present approved that deficit
spending.

Librarian Pay

Library Trustee Phyllis
Lawrence met the board with
a request from all the trustees
to raise Librarian Rosie
Heidkamp’s pay to bring it
closer to what other towns
pay their librarians. She said
Wendell has fallen behind
other towns. She also cited
the extra work that Heidkamp
has done with programs
she has brought in, and said
the finance committee was
impressed with the trustees’
preparation and told them to
speak with the selectboard.
Heard said Heidkamp’s
responsibility and work load
have increased with the new
library and she is doing an
excellent job. After some
figuring Pooser said that the

town’s cost would be
WE

less than $1,000.
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Turners Falls Residents Hear Final Draft Details of
Downtown Livability Study

By CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-
LAUCANNO

TURNERS FALLS — On April
25 Montague Town Planner, Wal-
ter Ramsay, and a consulting team
led by Peter Flinker of Dodson &
Flinker from Ashfield and Ted Bro-
vitz of Howard/Stein-Hudson Asso-
ciates from Boston presented nearly
30 Turners Falls residents with rec-
ommendations for the final down-
town livability plan. Most of those
present have been regular attendees
at the many public sessions devoted
to the gathering of information re-
garding how best to transform the
downtown, and continued their ac-
tive participation.

This final meeting was devoted to
a presentation of the draft implemen-
tation matrix that will be included in
the final report. The matrix was di-
vided into a series of specific goals
for each project and program. Also
included were potential actions to
be taken to put the goals into prac-
tice. In some cases, the plan also
identified potential task leaders. The
goals were all the result of discus-

sions over the last few months with
residents, who worked diligently
with Flinker, Brovitz and their as-
sociates to identify what should
happen for and in downtown. As
in other meetings, the residents fre-
quently weighed in on the goals and
expressed their opinions about each
aspect of the plan.

Among the many goals identi-
fied as being worthy of pursuit were
making it easier to negotiate the
downtown for pedestrians and bicy-
clists; improving the appearance of
Avenue A:; enhancing recreational
and community events and improv-
ing services and quality of life for
all downtown residents.

Among the key ideas were the
need to provide downtown gateway
improvements and connections be-
tween the bike trail and downtown,
as well as informational signs;
widening sidewalks in select spots
along the avenue to create outdoor
seating areas; increasing recreation-
al facilities; and supporting and ex-
panding existing downtown events
such as the Pumpkinfest, the Block
Party and the Upper Valley Music

Festival.

In order to make all this happen,
the plan also addresses methods to
bring dollars into the community.
Organizing for business develop-
ment, creating a business retention
and development program, and re-
fining marketing and communica-
tion are some of the goals that could
boost private sector involvement.

The plan also detailed a number
of ways that public sector financing,
mainly in the form of grants, could
be brought in to help implement the
vision. A major recommendation
was to continue to empower River-
Culture to continue its fine efforts.
The final report should be released
by June.

The matrix, along with other liv-
ability documents, is available at
the Town of Montague website:

http://www.montague.net/Pages/
MontagueMA Planning/Copy%20
0f%20Draft%20Implementation%?2
O0Matrix%204-25-13%20(2).pdf

The livability study was funded
by the U.S. Dept of Housing & Ut-
ban Development Sustainable Com-
munities Regional Grant Program.

Sheffield School Maple Sugaring Project

By MERCEDES, KATIA,

& PHOENIX of TEAM GROW
Team Grow is an after school

program for grades 2-5. The au-

thors are in the 4th and 5th grade.

This is a very special Team Grow
project we started in late February.
It was making maple syrup! We
tapped around five or six maple
trees. We collected the sap in front
of Montague Elementary School.

These are the steps for maple
syrup:

1) Drill a hole in the maple tree.

2) Put in the spile.

3) Hang up the bucket on the spile.
4) Put the cover on the bucket.

5) Collect the sap and pour it in an-
other bucket. (You need to collect
40 gallons of sap to make one gal-
lon of maple syrup.)

6) Boil the sap to steam the water
off and you have maple syrup from
a maple tree.

The best weather for collecting
sap is warm during the day and cold
during the night. The sap I felt in the
bucket was heavy. It was cool. I en-
joyed collecting sap. We knew sap

collecting season was coming to an
end around April 1, when there was
only a little bit of sap in the buckets,
the sap was yellow,and there were
bugs in the sap, so we took down
our buckets. And that was how we
got our maple syrup.

Note: The second through fifth
graders of Team Grow at Shef-
field Elementary School collected
enough sap from sugar maples in
the schoolyard over the course of
five or six weeks to make a gallon
of syrup. - “Mr. Andrew” St. Jean
(after school instructor)

DESE from page 10
in hearing about that and would
like to meet with him.” Then, they
would want to see an “Operation
Plan” in place and to know who will
monitor the progress once Dr. Con-
nolly is no longer doing that. They
would want to know if the plan had
the right kind of resources in place
to keep the district moving forward
and how they will be held account-
able.

All of this sounded complicated

but then she said the Operational
Plan could be in the form of a let-
ter signed by the school committee
chair and the permanent superinten-
dent. To which Joyce Phillips, chair,
said that what Mitchell had said
was very helpful. Mitchell then said
to the school committee members,
“How do districts make evidence-
based evaluations? This is the basic
underlying concept of all the pro-
cesses put in place.”

Michael Sullivan, the newly

< .
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hired superintendent sat quietly
during this report. After Mitchell
and Connolly left, and the vote was
taken to officially approve his con-
tract, he told the school committee
he planned to meet with DESE of-
ficials on May 21, when they will
again be in the district.

The next school committee meet-
ing will be held on May 21, 2013 at

Turners Falls High School
at 7 p.m. Wa
LSS

Finding Our Place:
“If this is history...1I like it!” (5th grader)

Greenfield Middle and Montague
Elementary Schools forge new col-
laborative program with the Pocum-
tuck Valley Memorial Association

By TIM NEUMANN

Students and teachers in Green-
field and Turners Falls recently ini-
tiated a series of hands on, engaging
in-class education programs entitled
Finding Our Place.

Finding Our Place serves 4th
and 5th grade students through a
year-long sequence of hands-on, lo-
cal history infused. inquiry-based
activities that meet the required
Common Core Standards.  Cre-
ated specifically for Greenfield and
Montague students by PVMA, these
programs engage students by using
their home towns to learn American
history and important thinking and
communication skills.

This “place-based” approach to
social studies will be interwoven
with teacher training and curricu-
lum integration.

The initial program in Turners
Falls centered on Native Americans
who lived around Great Falls. A
Native costumed Museum teacher
provided hands on activities to offer
a sense of what life was like before
colonization.

“I really love history,”
one student after the session.

“There are few opportunities for
our students to connect to the fasci-
nating history of their own backyard.
We are already seeing increased en-
thusiasm in the classroom and that’s
what we want,” said Martin Espino-
la, Director of Teaching and Learn-
ing at the Gill-Montague Regional
School District.

The extensive resources of Old
Deerfield will also be utilized both
in the classroom and on site in the
PVMA museums in the village. A

shared

free Family Fun Day will also be of-
fered to engage parents in the learn-
ing experience. Participating stu-
dents and their families will enjoy
special activities at PVMA’s Memo-
rial Hall Museum and Indian House
Memorial Children’s Museum in
Deerfield in June. Later in the fall,
students will return for a field trip
to further explore the museums and
participate in activities.

“There has been remarkable
school district and institutional col-
laboration and commitment to make
this creative program possible, both
in terms of designing content and
in submitting foundation applica-
tions,” according to Tim Neumann,
Executive Director of the Pocum-
tuck Valley Memorial Association.
“Melodie Goodwin from Greenfield
Middle School. and Martin Espi-
nola, from Gill-Montague Regional
School District, spent many hours
during the summer working with
PVMA staff to develop the project
and secure funding.

“Both Greenfield and Gill Mon-
tague are long-time partners with
PVMA bringing hundreds of thou-
sands of grant dollars in teacher
professional ~ development and
classroom services to students. I
greatly appreciate this new partner-
ship endeavor.”

Finding Our Place is funded by
The Frank Reed & Margaret Jane
Peters Memorial Fund I, Bank of
America, N.A. Trustee, the Charles
H. Hall Foundation, Bank of Amer-
ica, N.A. Trustee, and the Commu-
nity Foundation of Western Mas-
sachusetts Community Grant Mak-
ing Fund and Franklin Fund which
awarded a combined $35,000 to the
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial As-
sociation (PVMA) for a museum-
school partnership with Greenfield
Middle and Montague Elementary
Schools.

Millers River Watershed Council
Seekmg Water Quahty Volunteers

The Millers River Watershed
Council (MRWC) is kicking off an
expanded season of water quality
monitoring, and seeks volunteers
for its monitoring team. As part of
our new Trib Watch Program, we
will collect samples for Bacteria,
perform stream temperature moni-
toring and begin a stream continu-
ity/culvert survey.

Volunteers choosing to sample
for bacteria will collect water sam-
ples at designated sites on a regu-
lar bi-weekly schedule, 7-8 times
through the summer. Stream con-
ditions like temperature need to be
checked once a week at a conve-
nient, but regular time. Culvert sur-
veys are done by teams at times that
fit the team’s schedule. MRWC will
provide training for all these activi-

ties. Field work begms after Memo-
rial Day.

Water quality monitoring and
sampling helps the Council keep its
finger on the pulse of the watershed’s
health, and volunteers are needed to
help do this work and keep the com-
munity informed about the health of
local streams. Our web site has more
information on this effort. www.
millerswatershed.org.  Volunteers
can join the part of this program
that interests them. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about our
local streams, get outside, and enjoy
some time along the river.

For more information contact
Keith Davies, MRWC, MassLIFT-
AmeriCorps Project Outreach Coor-

dinator - at watershed@millersriver.
net or 978-248-9491.
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|Business Card Ad: 3.25” x 2°; Minimum 12 wk run
Black & White is $96.00

Display Ad:

(column size is 2 inches)

-_-
194 MILLERS FALLS RD. * 413-863-2236
10% SENIORDISCOUNT  FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051

S
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Shocks  Tires * Batteries + Starters
Struts * Tune-ups * Brakes * Oil Change

@)1V ENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

Montague

48 Randall Road

Phone/413-863-3780
Mike Fuller, Owner

NEEDFUL THiNGS iR

SELLING QUALITY
USED FURNITURE

AND COLLECTIBLES
~ NEw ITEMS ARRIVE WEEKLY! ~

Open Monday-Saturday ¢ 413-774-7430
199 Deerfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield
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HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL
Medical Emergencies and a Bit of Larceny 3" QUARTER
HONOR ROLL FOR GRADE 6
Thursday, 4/18 4t Street. Advised 9:14 am. Medical 1:22 p.m. Environ-
: : . FIRST HONORS SECOND HONORS THIRD HONORS
12:09 p.m. Animal of options. emergency, Federal mental incident, | o PP Andy Craver
complaint, i H 5:45 pm. Street. Removed to plains area. Services | Lindsey Bourbeau Logan Kordana Timothy Fritz
Street. Services ren- hospital. rendered. Ryan Campbell Danielle Lively Ryan Kucenski
dered. arrested 12:49 p.m. Medical 4:27 p.m. Arrested | Dominic Came Edison Ovalle-Bartolon Alexis Lacey
. . Reilan Castine Holly Tetreault Bianca Martin
3:55 p.m. Hit & run for disorderly con- emergency, Turners Jayden Chapin Kallic Ryan
accident on Avenue ducton 11% Street. Falls High School. on | Kyle Dodge Will Turn
A at 7™ Street. Report 8:23 p.m. Loud noise Removed to hospital. a straight warrant, on | Reagan Fiske
taken. disturbance in al- 12:53 p.m. Medical Fifth Street. ?eb“;a Hzm“
. enna Jacoosen
8:20 p.m. Outside ley by Tumners Falls emergency, Fourth 6:19 pm. Issued a |, . .
ﬁre,lHatchery Road. Pizza House. Peace Street. Referred to summons to a mi- | Jacob LaBelle
Investigated. restored. other agency. nor on Fifth Street | JohnPutala
9:32 p.m. Animal 8:51 p.m. Arson at- 3:57 p.m. Medical for speeding, marked E“;““ :a“de“
2 - . . €. ocquet
complaint, - Depot tempt at Hillcrest EI- emergency, G Street. lanes violation, red “CZ; Ve:u dry
Street. Advised of op- ementary School. In- Referred to other light violation, obedi- | Sarah Waldron
tions. vestigated. agency. ence to traffic signs | Hannah Welles
Friday, 4/19 Sunday, 4/21 4:44 p.m. Medical and signals, operating 2‘me_1;1w‘;;d°“_ak
- . . . assiane wozni
1:39 am. Neighbor 6:23 a.m. Medical emergency, Main to endanger, failure to
disturbance, [ll Grout emergency, Walnut Street. Referred to signal, failure to stop HONOR ROLL FOR GRADE 7
Circle. Investigated. ~ Street. Removed to other agency. for police, and disor- | FIRSTHONORs SECOND HONORS THIRD HONORS
6:01 am. Medical hospital. Tuesday, 4/23 derly conduct. Daniel Adams Malik Baker-Gore Korey Bousquet
emergency, Norman 9:55 am. Medical 4:42 am. Loud noise 10:11 p.m. Threat- | 3o? Dillensneider Hannah Bogusz Sahaley DuPree
. . . Kasia Dobosz Madison Chmyzinski Kylie Fleming
C1rcl.e. Removed to emergency, Avenue disturbance, ll Grout ening/harassment | Amanda Cooke Kurtis Kuenzel
hospital. A. Removed to hos- Circle. Services ren- reported on Second | MayaHancock-Pezzati Alora DeForge Emma Miner
6:48 a.m. Neighbor pltal dered. Street. Referred to an Kaylee Jackson Hannah Graves Daniel Momaney
= . - . : . . . Samantha Kolodziej Madison St. Marie Paul Vinton
disturbance, [Jj Grout 12:05 p.m. Domestic 4:17 p.m. Burglar officer. ‘ ,
. . . . Carlie Kretchmar Nicholas Taylor
Circle. Peace re- disturbance, L Street. alarm, Millers Falls Friday, 4/26 Kyle Kucenski David Tricolici
stored. Investigated. Rod & Gun. Services 12:33 a.m. Medi- | Snejana Lashtur John Wheeler
8:52 a.m. Annoying 12:39 p.m. Burglar rendered. cal emergency, Third | SimonLorenzo
harassing phone calls, alarm at Franklin 4:29 p.m. Animal Street. Services ren- ﬁ‘g;ilsh’z’;d
. . 1 andaers
60 Randall Wood County Technical complaint, Montague dered. Kaeyden Socquet
Drive. Advised of op- School. Defective Street at Griswold 10:33 a.m. Medical Jeremy Towle
tions. alarm. Street. Services ren- emergency, Heat-Fab, )
9:44 am. Medical 1:03 p.m. Burglar dered. Industrial Boulevard. HONOR ROLLFOR GRADE 8
emergency, Keith alarm at Turners Falls 7:20 p.m. Larceny, lll Removed to hospital. EIRS[HOMORS SECOND HONORS ~HARD HUMOR
Street. Removed to High School. No po- Fourth Street. Servie- 1:50 p.m. Officer (;::Zlgr‘:‘:mga ;’;:’:;g 1::: ;:z:zz‘:::m
hospital. lice service neces- es rendered. wanted, Eagle Au- | Tipner Castine Nicholas Croteau Stone Dresser
1:12 p.m. Hit & run sary. Wednesday, 4/24 tomotive, Second Savannah Donahue Jemma Dickson Hunter Felix
accident at - 11 1:06 p.m. Medical 6:58 am. Vandal- Street. Services ren- | William Doyle feanatiacker Cassandra Harris
) . ; 5 Jordyn Fiske Melissa Hersey Ryan Howard
Street. Report taken.' emergency at Food ism, .Tunflels Falls dered. N Tewe Humter Ao Moo
2:55 pm. Medi- City. Services ren- Road. Services ren- 3:12 p.m. Burglary / | ynchelie Len Madelyn Johnson Robert Rinaldi
cal emergency, L dered. dered. breaking & entering, | Kaili Lynch Dylan Mailloux Clarissa Schotanus
Street. Removed to 1:13 p.m. Medical 9:49 am. Vandal- Alpha Stone Con- | lanMoriarty Nicholas hocm Hailey Trott
° . o ren Orti 1 in uis Ve S
hospital. emergency, L Street. ism, [JJliMillers Falls crete, 11® Street. In- 31?1:1{00111; i:l;ih;:;m I%Aark\\:,g;zdome
4:08 p.m. Domes- Removed to hospital. Road. Services ren- vestigated. Patrick Salls Alysha Wozniak
tic disturbance, 11™ 2:51 p.m. Medical dered. 4:06 p.m. Accident [ Amanda Savinski Dimitrios Zantouliadis
Street. Investigated. ~ emergency, Fourth 11:49 am. Drug/nar- with personal injury, | Yanira Smith
4:15 p.m. Arrested Street. Removed to cotics violation re- Unity Street at Park Z:H?:Tm;i .
hospital. ported by phone, Av- Street. Report taken. Riley Wood
,on 4:44 p.m. Burglary, enue A. Advised of 4:59 p.m. Animal |Jordan Wyman
Montague City Road breaking & entering options. found, Shea Theater,
for failure to register at ] Third Street. 12:43 p-m.Loudnoise Avenue A. Advised
as a sex offender. Report taken. disturbance, railroad of options. el Banil Adieedl aff Remil A came
9:22 p.m. Medical 8:02p.m. General dis- tracks, La}{e Plegs- 10:16 pm. Neigh- 10:26 am. Lar- options. negative.
emergency, Turners turban.ce,-O Street. ant. No police service bor disturbance, i ceny, B K Street. 9:22 pm. Gen- 3 p.m. Threaten-
Falls High Schpol. Investigated. . necessary. . ].:jOlll"[h Street. Inves- Report taken. eral disturbance, ing/harassment,
Removed to hospital. 8:41 p.m. Defective 5359 p-m. Loud noise tigated. 2 pm. Brush fire, Fourth Street at L Avenue A. Ad-
Saturday, 4/20 burglar‘ alarm sound- disturbance, -Fed- 10336 p-m. Loud Country Club Street. Unfound- vised of options.
10:35 a.m. Arrested ed again at the Tech eral St. Investigated.  noise  disturbance, ... S @il 9:37 p.m. Brush
School. Thursday, 4/25 ' -Montague Street.  rendered. 11:40 p.m. Ar- fire, north train
. Monday, 4/22 3:31 am. Medical Investigated. 2:29 p.m. Threat- rested trestle, Greenfield
on a straight warrant. 3544 a.m. Domestic emergency, L Street. Saturday, 4/27 ening/harassment, Tiamil et e
1:47 pm Illegal disturbance, Randall Services rendered. 2.:36 am Domes-  Tumers Falls ,on a other agency.
dgmpmg, -Taylor Road. Peace 1'est01:ed. 1:22 p-m. Larceny, tic .dlsturbance, East Road. Advised of probation warrant. 10:38 p.m. Bur-
Hill Road. Services 7:45 am. Medical F.rankhn Area Sur- Main _Street. Advised options. Sunday, 4/28 glary / breaking &
rendered. ' emergency, Second vival Centel", Fourth of options. 7:38 pm. Domes- 2:20 am. Sus- entering, ll Green
5:02 pm Annoying Streeﬁ. Removed to Street. Services ren- 9:11 a.m. Larceny, e disturbance, picious person, Pond Road. Ser-
harassing phone calls, hospital. dered. - L Street. Report oot Chestnut Hill East Chestnut Hill vices rendered.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

Pipiones
”ﬂ\%’ﬁ&
* Fishing supplies; Live bait
* Fishing & Hunting Licenses
* Paintball & coz Refills

®* Guns & Ammo
Open 7 am 7 days a week

to Office to
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan

101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

Frd

863-5030

Onsite Software
Supporton PCsand
Macs from Windows

SALES = SERVICE » INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

Hadley, MA. 01035

Devine Overhead Doors
Gerry Devine
106 West Street Hampshire: 586-3161

Franklin: 773-9497

r
N A

Steven Therien
413-522-6035
www.tntprodj.net

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
“We Know Entertainment”

-

* Free Consultation

* State of the Art Sound
* Best Music for all Ages/Occasions
* Karaoke System Rental
* Reasonable Rates

A‘}_':)'.

Renaissance Excavating, Inc.

(»4?\ COMPLETE

S1ITE WORK

e

Septic & Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam

Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462

Hartnett Plumbing

Water Heaters, Drain Cleoning,

Remodeling, Repairs

“We give you a place to go”

184 Jacksonville Road
Colrain 413-624-0044

Serving all of Franklin County

Mass. License #13175
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ALL THE TIME:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

The Millers Falls Library Club:
Free after school program. 3:30
to 4:45 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Pok-
er tournament, with cash prizes.
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library: Children and
their families are invited to come
enjoy stories, crafts, music, ac-
tivites and snacks. 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John-
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Friday
Night Karaoke begins on March
1. Free.

Corner of Avenue A & 2nd Street,
Turners Falls: Farmers Market. 2
-6 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
and Laurie Davidson. Children
and their caregivers are invited.
10 to 11 a.m. Free.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip,
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Free.

ART SHOWS:

Great Falls Discovery Center:

THE LADY
KILLIGREW:

Awesome Beer

Amazing Food

Amaging, Awesome
Enployees!
440 Creenfield Rd, Montague MA

7 Days / Sum = 11pm (at least)
(413)367-9666

JACK COU(;HLIN ILLUSTRATION
colorful paper quilts and story
quilts created by K-8 students.

Nina’s Nook, Turners Falls: Ce-
lestial Cafe featuring three-di-
mensional collage by artist Emily
Goodwin. Now through June 22.
LOCAL EVENTS:

THURSDAY, MAY 2

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
The Collected Poets Series
featuring Karina Borowicz
& Diane Wald. 7 p.m.

Academy of Music The-
atre, Northampton: Pio-
neer Valley Performing Arts
presents The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling
Bee, that unlikely hit mu-
sical with unlikely heroes
who learn that winning isn’t
everything and that losing
doesn’t make you a loser.

7 p.m. For tickets, call 413- Busy bees: Amb

584-9032 x105

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell:
Jen Spingla & Alyssa Kel-
ly, etch-a-sketch original (folk-)
rock. 8 to 10:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall-
town String Band. 8 p.m., free.

FRIDAY, MAY 3

Academy of Music Theatre,
Northampton: Pioneer Valley
Performing Arts presents The
25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee. 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Drew Paton’s 1940s Hit Parade.

Dick Eberly and Helen
0’Connell just L-0-V-E
The 1940’s Hit Parade!

Friday May 3 at 7pm
Live at the world famous
Rendezvous Ballroom

7 p.m., free.

Montague Common Hall, Town
Common, Montague Center:
Ballads & Crankies, a night of
traditional music, storytelling and
illustration featuring fiddler Anna
Roberts-Gevalt and ballad singer
Elizabeth LaPrelle. Joining them
will be Eamon O’Leary and Jef-
ferson Hamer with The Murphy
Beds.7:30t0 9:30 p.m., $
Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Jo Henley, americana, with spe-
cial guest Ashley Jordan, coun-
try folk. 7:30 p.m.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield:
Trailer Park!, fun “barbeque mu-
sic” with saxes. 8 p.m., $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No-
body’s Fat, with Michael Graf-
fius. 9:30 p.m., $

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The

Equalites, reggae fantastico!
9:30 to 11:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 4
Peskeomskut Park, Turners

Falls: Children’s concert with
Mister G. Bilingual in English and
Spanish. Part of the Crab Apple
Blossom Festival. 10:30 a.m. to
noon. Free.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Kentucky Derby telecast & party,
4 p.m.

Between The Uprights, Turn-
ers Falls: Cinco de Mayo Party
at BTU. Starts at 5 p.m. with
the BTU Derby, then Kentucky
Derby watching at 6:15, and live
music from 7 to 11 p.m. in the
Sports Bar with Curly Fingers
Dupree. Food, drinks, prizes and
giveaways. No cover.

Montague  Grange: Square
Dance to old-time music. 7 to 10
p.m.$

Montague Bookmill: The Suit-
case Junket, weirdo one-man
americana, Adam Klein and the
Wildfires, from Georgia, and El-
liot Rayman. 8 p.m., $

Arts Block Café, Greenfield:
Jim Kaminski & Company. Gui-
tar-driven songs and danceable
jams. With local electric blues
stalwart Ray Mason. 8 p.m_, $

erst’s sister/ brother duo June & the Bee
play Saturday night at the Voo in Turners, and again the Burrie & Friends, progres-
next afternoon at Mocha Maya's in Shelburne Falls.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: June

& the Bee, folk/indie, with Carrie

Ferguson. 9:30 p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The

Reprobate Blues Band, blues, 9

to 11:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 5

First Congregational Church,

Amherst: Happy Valley Chil-

dren’s Chorus spring concert.

1:30 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:

June & the Bee, folk. 2:30 p.m.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield: Al-

lison Miller's Boom Tic Boom,

which is jazz. 7:30 p.m., $

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The

Harmaniac Brothers, multi-in-

strumentalists featuring harmon-

ica. 8to 10 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 6

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Nick’'s Sweet ‘80s Movie

¥ Night: One Crazy Summer,

9p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:

Shout Lulu, southern string

band. 8 p.m., free.

-
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Turners Falls High School:
TFHS Spring Concert. 7
p.m., free.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell:

NE & THE BEE FACEBOO

sive folk. 8 to 10 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Uncle Hal's Crab Grass
Band, funky-tonk. 8 p.m., free.

FRIDAY, MAY 10

Great Falls Coffeehouse, Dis-
covery Center, Turners Falls:
Moonmeadow. Sophisticated
melodic pop featuring sonorous
vocal harmonies and sweep-
ing instrumental textures with
a captivating rhythmic groove,
plus being called Moonmeadow.
Sliding scale cover, baked goods
available; doors at 6:30 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
New Renaissance Players
presents A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. 7:30 p.m., $

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Forward Motion, funk soul jazz
rock, with special guest John
Statz, singer/songwriter. 7:30
p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Barrett
Anderson, renegade blues. 9 to
11:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 11

Arts Block Café, Greenfield:
Zydeco Dance Party with Pres-
ton Frank, The Demijohns, &
the Lil’ Orphans Bayou X Band.
Serious NOLA jams. Bring your
dancing apparatus. 7 p.m., $
Shea Theater, Turners Falls:

New Renaissance Players
presents A Midsummer Night's
Dream.7:30 p.m., $

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Women’s Collective featuring
Katie Sachs, Christa Joy, Wish-
bone Zoe, Lisa Ellingsen and
Carolyn Walker. 8 p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The
Wildcat O’Halloran Band, guitar-
based blues. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Taw-
dry, old-timey. 9:30 p.m., free.

?%Lm“) K ]

The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls
Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00

Movement Studio
Community Education
Green Jobs Training

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

413-863-9576

Fine Wine
Thursday, 5/2 8 to 10:30 p.m.
Jen Spingla & Alyssa Kelly, (folk) rock
Friday, 5/3 9:30 to 11:30 p.m.
The Equalites, reggae fantastico!
Saturday, 5/4 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Reprobate Blues Band, blues
Sunday, 5/5 8 to 10 p.m.
Harmaniac Brothers, harmonica jams
978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
www. DejaBrewPub.com

SN

THURS 5/2 8pm FREE
Falltown String Band

FRI5/3
Drew Paton's
1940s Hit Parade
9:30 $3 Nobody's Fat
Michael Graffius

Tpm

SAT 5/4 (indie/folk)
June & The Bee
Carrie Ferguson

(it's also Kentucky Derby Day

FREE

- stop by for a julip or two!)
| 2@ VFETHRD STREET
‘ & TEL:413-863-2866

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

75 Main Street; Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01360

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTCR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR

Renaissance
Builders

Office: (413) 496-0207 x2
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413) 863-8165
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsoni@comcast.net

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Quality, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

L

Ki

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

>

888-763-3143

Matthew Edwards
Lertified Arborist

)
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EDWARDS TREE SERVICE o

v ~

Locksmith - CRL

Brian R. San Soucie

Nina's

Uniquities, Frivolities &

Unnecessariums

Tree Climbing Specialist * Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding « Practicing Fine Arboriculture
Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift » Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. Insurance and Liability,
WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM ..
Wendell, MA ‘54

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Counties YR

e
413-325-7823 or 978-5449-7452

Dealer in used

. EDL

SMALL FURNITURE » COLLECTIBLES « DECORATIVE

featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Bas

Home Furnishings

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

Cookery Figurines End Tables

| Make

Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week
T }
! GOOD USED USABLES |

~

kets

Serving the Area far over 25 years Certified « Bonded» Insurod!

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

*» Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

* We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

NooR, i

125a Avenue A,
Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www, ninasnook.com

wed, - thurs.: 4 -6
fri-sat.:1-6

art . craft . design
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<N 413-256-6217

72
fine instruments
bought and sold

e, repaired and restored
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- Fretted Instrument Workshop i
@s 49 So. Pleasant St, Amherst, Mass. 01002 &\
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+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* oversize copies

+ files accepted via email

monday-friday - 8:30 am to 6 pm

We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines!

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology + old-fashioned parsonal service

180 Main Street, Greenfield » 413-774-3500+ greenfield@copycatprintshop.com
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APRIL is the cruellest month,
breeding

Lilacs out of the dead land, mix-
ing

Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with spring rain.

From T.S. Eliot’s The Waste
Land

By LESLIE BROWN

The last full pink moon of April
rose here as a golden orb, ushering
in warm days; Spring came on in a
rush.

The yard is awash with the yel-
low of the daffodils and the arcing
forsythia. The Manchurian apricot
burst into white blooms, the lilac
leaves opened and their fragrant
blossoms are not far behind. What
a glorious season of color and scent
just when we had despaired of it as
we weathered chilly, windy days.

This is a season to savor, noting
each new blossom, the arrival of the
White Throated sparrows, practic-
ing their clear call at first upside
down, the brief look at the shy, nest-
ing Bluebirds. The lawn is greening
up yet too short to mow, the biting
insects have yet to arrive.

April is indeed the tease of the
poet, the cruellest month. Before

THE GARDENER’S COMPANION
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long May will come on with a blast
of steamy air and it will be time to
do the serious planting in the near
empty garden.

For now it is a luxury to enjoy
the gift of each day, the end of one
blooming followed shortly by the
next, and then the sweets of spring
gone all too soon.

Oddly enough, in retirement I
have become a bit less assiduous.
The lure of travel and time with
friends and family mean less time at
home than when I was working. I
started my tomato plants hurriedly

after our return from Mexico and
tucked them in on a warming mat
in the heat of the sunroom. It was
a treat both at the start and the end
of a working day to check on their
progress. When we returned from
a three-day trip to Rhode Island, I
came home to many fragile seed-
lings, dried out and overheated.
Some were past redemption. But
nature is resilient; many have been
plucked from the edge and nursed
back to health. Still I marvel at how
I consoled myself with thoughts of
the robust, mature plants we would

GAR FIRE ON FOURTH STREET

Business as usual: Turners Falls firefighters survey a recently extinguished vebicle on Fourth Street on Tuesday. Flaming fuel

dripping from under the car’s hood provided a few minutes of nervous excitement downtown on an otherwise quiet, sunny day.

soon find at the Farmers Market if
necessary.

This business of retirement after
years of fulltime work is a consid-
erable adjustment. Much of one’s
identity is subsumed by the work.
Stopping abruptly leaves one with
questions about who else we are and
what will be next to fulfill the spir-
it. First I found joy in the change
of pace. No more need to rush out
the door early in the morning only
to return home late in the afternoon.
No more alarm clock. Next, the
realization that if it didn’t get done

today, there was always tomorrow.
Imagine the pleasure of a little lazi-
ness.

Still T had assured friends and
colleagues that time off from work
would lead to the pleasure of more
time in the yard and garden. But
this. while enjoyable, is not enough.
I crave also intellectual stimulation;
I indulge in lengthy sessions with a
good book and sign up for a course
to learn new things. I discover the
desire to spend more time writing
and the itch to take up drawing.
Oh! the pleasure of taking a long
walk whenever I feel the yen!

We have had the living room
repainted after waiting more years
than we should have. The new col-
or highlights our beautiful Mexican
rug. We make plans for similar im-
provements in kitchen and bath.

Spring is indeed the time for
nature’s renewal. Why not for us
as well? The slower pace brings on
contemplation, a readjustment of
priorities, and the recurrence of la-
tent dreams. As we age time moves
ever faster. We let go of the super-
fluous acquisition of stuff and take a
renewed pleasure in the smallest of
things. There is more pleasure with
less urgency. There is also deeper
joy.

Less can be more. Perhaps we’ll
choose the favorites only for the gar-
den next year, put our full measure
of energy into a few things rather
than try to do it all. There’s some-
thing to be said for the “bucket list”.
It’s frustrating to have less energy
than when we were in our twenties,
but this can allow for better focus,
a sense of what is more important
in your life. Right now we’ll try to
appreciate the new growth, bloom
and scent of each day and let go of
regrets.

Enjoy this sweet, tart, short sea-
son and happy gardening!

NEWLY PAINTED MINIBUS DISPLAYS FCTS EAGLE PRIDE

Students and an instructor from the Franklin County Technical School Collision Re-
pair and Refinishing shop recently completed painting an eagle on each side of a 2004
GMC 14-seat minibus, based on a design by Programming and Web Design Instructor
Marcus McLaurin. Using the design, the students and Collision and Repair Instructor
Brian Kuzmeskus Kuzmeskus set about transforming the minibus from a plain white exte-
rior to a completely striking and distinctive symbol of FCTS Eagle pride. The eagle’s head
was painted on each side of the bus by Kuzmeskus and Teshia Coelho (pictured), a senior
from Turners Falls. Coelho said she loves doing art work, and was happy she could use
her talents to help out the school. Other students tackled the feathers that sweep across
most of the minibus, from the cab to the rear. Dale Daignault, 17, of Orange is proud of
the work he did painting the logo on the minibus, and the fact that it stands out among
other schools in the area. Tyler Rock, 16, of Buckland, liked the artistic aspect of the proj-
ect, which was a departure from the projects the students usually take on.
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rving Western Mass,

from Avenue A” T,

www.couturebros.com”

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA « 413-863-4346

www.thegilltavern.com
A ‘} 326 Main Road, Gill, MA

woodfired pizzeria

119 Avenue A, Turners Falls  «

'Tumm Falls Tizza House

Family Owned & Operated

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years
Dave Argy, Family & Staff

PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS

www.turnersfalispizza.com
(413) 863-8000
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www.PioneerValleyliving.com

CALL 863-8666
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T (§ill Tavern

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal
Now serving Sunday Brunch! 10am-2pm

Open Wed - Sun at 5 Pm
413.863-9006

LOOKING to BUY
or SELL a HOME?

Call Michele Johnson
413-522-6912

MicheleJohnsonRealtoraGmail.com
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