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Three Finalists Selected
for G-M Superintendent

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

On Thursday, March 21 the
school committee met with
members of the search committee
to receive their recommendations
for final candidates to be considered
for the position of permanent
superintendent  for the Gill-
Montague regional school district.
In the Turners Falls high school
TV studio where the meeting was
recorded, the members accepted the
report from the search committee,
thanked them for their efforts and
discharged them of their duties. The
school committee will now take over
the work of developing a schedule
for site visits and questions for the
final interviews, which will take
place at the high school and will be
open to the public.

The  superintendent  search
committee made up of people
from all parts of the community,
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since early March to select the
finalists to be referred to the full
school committee.

Nancy Daniel-Green, chair of
the search committee, reported the
names of the selected candidates to
the committee. She said they met on
Tuesday, March 19 after completing
their interviews and voted, selecting
these candidates unanimously on the
first vote. The three finalists are:

e Patricial Gardner, M.Ed, has
worked at Turners Falls High
School since 2010 and is its current
principal.

e Michael Sullivan, C.A.G.S.,
is the Assistant Superintendent for
Learning, at Longmeadow Public
Schools.

e Maureen Ward, Ed.D, current
Superintendent of the SAU Unit 18,
in Franklin, New Hampshire.

The next step will be for members
of the school committee, along
with some of the search committee

Cruz: In
His Own
Words

Page 7

Memories
of Gill’s
Country
Store

Page 12

MONTAGUE CENTER MONTAGUE CITY TURNERS FALLS

algo gerving Eruving, BGill, Meverett and Wendell
THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-LAUGANNO PHOTO

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS -
Montague’s attempt to give the
Strathmore Mill complex away this
year fell short of its target, but an
opportunity to keep the process
moving forward is still on the table.

W
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The town of Montagne has struggled to attract investment to the landmark mill complex.

proposal for use of a single building,
and heard the second group’s request
for a one-year exclusive period in
which to study the entire property.
If such an agreement is reached,
Flight Patterns LLC, which sees in
the buildings a future “mixed-use
eco-center,” would invest up front in

75¢

MARCH 28, 2013

property — a deal supported by the
team of town officials that reviewed
the two proposals. If they then walk
away, their findings could still be
used by subsequent developers.
“The downside,” noted town
planner Walter Ramsey,” “is not

being able to sell the mill for one

has conducted interviews
candidates

with
in executive session

see FINALISTS page 4

At their Monday night meeting, the
selectboard declined one group’s

updating environmental, structural,
and market assessments on the

see STRATHMORE page 5

Turners Falls Residents Presented with
Progress on Downtown Livability Study

How downtown Turners migh

By CHRISTOPHER
SAWYER-LAUCANNO

TURNERS FALLS - On
March 21, approximately 23
Turners Falls residents heard
the latest refinements and
progress on the Downtown
Turners  Falls  Livability
Study.

The public presentation
was the culmination of
several months of discussion
and planning by Montague
Town Planner Walter Ramsay,
various groups and individual
residents of Turners Falls,
and a consulting team led
by Peter Flinker of Dodson
& Flinker from Ashfield, in
conjunction with Ted Brovitz
of  Howard/Stein-Hudson
Associates from Boston. The
study is funded by the U.S.
Dept. of Housing & Urban
Development Sustainable
Communities Regional Grant
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Program.

The meeting’s specific
focus was on two major
areas: Avenue A streetscape
proposals and marketing
and branding of downtown
Turners.

The meeting began with
Flinker presenting a draft
vision statement that stressed
the pride residents take in
their downtown. It began
“Downtown Turners Falls is
a vibrant, diverse and livable
community. We value the
beauty of the Connecticut
River surrounding our village
and honor her long history
of providing us with food,
power, transportation and
recreational opportunity. We
are proud of the industrial
foundations that have given
rise to both our distinctive
architecture and the hard-
working, creative ethic of
our community.” Further on

t look if the livability plan is implemented.
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in the statement was a vision
for the future couched as an
actuality: “A mix of locally-
owned businesses thrive in
storefronts along a beautiful,
active and pedestrian-friendly
Avenue A. Key vacant
properties are re-energized
with new uses that bring
more people and businesses
into downtown.” Flinker’s
presentation attempted to
show how this hope for a
revitalized Avenue A could
become reality.

According to the
consultants, a central
element in the revitalization
of downtown Turners is
refurbishing the Avenue
A streetscape. Flinker and
his associate, Kate Tooke,
presented several proposals
for greening the avenue and
creating a more direct link

see LIVABILITY page 6

-

PUCCINI: WORLD’SI FAVRITE OPERA
COMPOSER LIVES at GCC SYMPOSIUM

By LEE WICKS

Opera came to me in
1991 while the United States
prepared for the first invasion
of Iraq. Feeling despair about
the impending war, I started
watching late night TV
when I could not sleep. In
an advertising spot Luciano
Pavarotti  sang  “Nessun
Dorma” to sell the album from
the Three Tenors concert that
had been held that summer in
Italy. “Nessun Dorma” is a
soaring piece from Puccini’s
opera Turandot, and for me
it became the beginning
of a love affair with opera
that has only grown deeper
throughout the years. A friend
who cheered me on said, “If
you like Puccini, you’ll love
Verdi,” and that became true.
Now I treasure all the Italian
bel canto repertoire, along
with French and German
Opera. However, Puccini’s
work is still thrilling, which
is why I was delighted to

learn that one of the senior
symposiums at Greenfield
Community College was
titled, “So You Think You
Know Puccini.”

On Thursday, March 21,
about 75 people crowded
the lecture hall at GCC’s
downtown campus to hear
William Fregosi talk about
this complex composer. It
was part one of a two-part
presentation, the second
part to be held on March 28.
Fregosi is a retired technical
Coordinator for Theater Arts
at ML.IT, a freelance artist,
a theatrical designer and a
writer and lecturer on opera.
This is the seventh year he
has lectured on opera at GCC,
and his presentations always
draw a crowd.

In his course description,
he wrote, “Wagner is more
intellectual and controversial;
Verdi is more the great Italian
icon; but Giacomo Puccini is
almost certainly the world’s
favorite opera composer.

His operas are constantly
performed. His beloved arias
appear in film scores and
TV commercials, one even
making the 1950s pop charts.
Yet popular as he is, much
of his life is unknown to the
public. A man of obsessive
passions, and an infuriating
perfectionist whose life was
haunted by tragedy, Puccini
may have put more of his
heart and soul into his works
than any other composer.
We’ll explore this artist’s
complex and deeply felt
life with special attention
to the beauties of his lesser-
known operas. There will be
recordings by the creators
of their roles who worked
directly with the composer,
as well as by famous modern
interpreters. We’ll also hear
student compositions he
incorporated into his great
operas and unknown original
passages cut from Madama

see PUCCINI page 6
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Pet of the Week
Some Kind of
Trouble

Luca

My name is Luca and if I had a
middle name, it would be PLAY!
According to my previous family,

I'm friendly, active and very
intelligent. My golden eyes don’t
miss a thing; I love to chase and
pounce on things that move -- if you
adopt me, your house will be bug-
free! When I play, I can get revved
up like a race car engine so it’s best
to have toys handy when you interact
with me. If you’re looking for a lot of
personality in a handsome package
and can appreciate a cat who likes
to run the show, look no further
than Luca!

For more information on
adopting me, contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at
(413) 548-9898 or info@dvphs.org.

BOTTLES & CANS!
Week of April 1st
in Montague

EST. 1754
BONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

NANCY L. DOLE
BOooks & EPHEMERA

now located at
20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

The Montague Reporter
Published weekly on Thursdays.
Every other week in
July and August.

No paper last week of December.
PHONE (413) 863-8666
Please note new email addresses:
editor@montaguereporter.org
ads@montaguereporter.org
bills@montaguereporter.org
circulation@montaguereporter.org
events@montaguereporter.org
info@montaguereporter.org
poetry(@montaguereporter.org
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org
Send address changes to:

The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376
Advertising and copy deadline is
Monday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
for errors in advertisements, buf
will print without charge that part of
the advertisement in which an erron
loccurred. The publishers reserve the]
right fo refilse advertising for any
reason and to alter copy or graphics|
to conform to standards of the news-
paper, such as they are.

Annual Subscription Rate:
$25/$30/$50, depending on address.
Call us or contact
subscriptions(@montaguereporter.org

with any questions.

Wendell Free Library

Internet Access Club

There is now an “Internet Access
Club” at the Wendell Free Library.

The Marion Herrick Room at the
Library is open for internet access
each Monday through the end of
April from 10 am. to 5 p.m.

Anyone who needs access to a
connection is welcome at the library

for quiet study, work, etc. People
who have been hanging out in the
parking lot with their computer are
invited to come in from the cold
and join us on Mondays.

The Internet Access Club may
continue the Monday hours in May
if there is enough interest.

Erving Public Library

Book Discussion at Senior Center

On Thursday, April 4, the Friends
of the Library invite people to a
free book discussion on Buying the
Farm: Peace and War on a Sixties
Commune by Tom Fels, from 7 to
8 p.m. at the Senior / Community
Center in Erving.

The book tells the story of Mon-
tague Farm, an early back-to-the
land communal experiment in west-
ern Massachusetts, from its begin-
ning in 1968 through the following
thirty-five years of its surprisingly
long life.

Drawing on his own experience
as a resident of the farm from 1969
to 1973 and decades of contact with
the farm’s extended family. Fels
provides an insightful account of
the history of this iconic alternative
community. He follows its trajec-
tory from its heady early days as a
pioneering outpost of countercul-
ture through many years of change,

including a period of renewed po-
litical activism and, later, increasing
episodes of conflict between oppos-
ing factions to determine what the
farm represented and who would
control its destiny.

With deft individual portraits,
Fels reveals the social dynamics of
the group and explores the ongo-
ing difficulties faced by a commune
that was founded in idealism and
sought to operate on the model of
a leaderless democracy. He draws
on a large body of farm-family and
1960s-related writing and the notes
of community members to present a
variety of points of view.

The result is an absorbing nar-
rative that chronicles the positive
aspects of Montague Farm while
documenting the challenges and
disruptions that marked its history.

Contact the library if you need
the book.

Jill Horton-Lyons hangs out with the lambs of Winterberry Farm in Leverett.

The lambs, at 21 Teawaddle Hill Road, are hosting their 20% annual Easter
afternoon open house this Sunday, March 31, from 2 to 4 p.m. Newly hatched
ducklings and chicks will also be present, as will the farm'’s other animals. All
are welconse, free of charge. Boots are recommended, and donations will be
accepted for Right Sharing of World Resources. Call Jill at (413) 548-3940
for more information.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

By FRED CICETTI

Q. I'mababy-sitting grandparent
and I get lots of colds. Is this
common?

A. Yes. The National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
reports that school children get as
many as 12 colds a year. Put those
kids near their grandparents and
it doesn’t take a scientist to know
those colds are going to spread.

One of the problems is that
these walking petri dishes come
home from school with new germs
for which older people haven’t
developed antibodies.

Any grandparent will tell you that

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Children are Lovely Little Germ Factories

being around their little treasures
has made them sick. My seven
grandchildren are generous with
all the viruses they get from their
school chums.

What are you supposed to do
when one of the darlings comes up
to you with a runny nose and asks
for a hug? Well, if you understand
the hazards, perhaps you can
formulate a plan that works for you
around the miraculous children of
your children.

Obviously the best course
of action is to stay away from
grandchildren when they have
colds, but any grandparent knows
that’s next to impossible.

There are two ways you can
catch a cold:

1. Inhaling drops of mucus full of
cold germs from the air.

2. Touching a surface that has
cold germs and then touching your
eyes, nose or mouth.

So, avoid close facial contact
with your ailing grandchildren. Use
some restraint. If the child needs

comfort, limit yourself to hugs that
don’t put you in the position of
inhaling their germs.

Washing your hands thoroughly
and often is important. Washing
with soap and water doesn’t kill
the cold virus, but removes it. The
scrubbing is more important than
the soap.

Also, if you can, try to avoid
touching your face after you have
been around a child with a cold.

Rhinoviruses can live up to three
hours on your skin, and on objects
such as telephones and stair railings.
Cleaning environmental surfaces
with a virus-killing disinfectant

might help prevent spread of
infection.
Where are these  viruses

found most often? No, not in the
bathroom. The worst room in the
house for germs is the kitchen. And
the greatest concentration is found
in sponges and dishcloths.
Laundering a dishcloth doesn’t
eliminate germs. And putting a
sponge through the dishwasher
makes it look clean but doesn’t

Senior Center Activities - April Ist to April 5th

GILL-MONTAGUE

SENIOR CENTER
Gill/Montague Senior Center at 62
Fifth Street in Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a m.
to 2 p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Thursday
at Noon. Meal reservations must be
made one day in advance by 11 a m.
Kerry Togneri is meal site manager.
Council on Aging Director is Ro-
berta Potter. All fitness classes are
supported by a grant from the Ex-
ecutive Office of Elder Affairs. Vol-
untary donations are accepted. For
information, to make meal reserva-
tions, or to sign up for programs,
call (413) 863-9357. Leave a voice
message on the machine if the cen-
ter is not open.

Monday 4/1

10:10 a.m. Aerobics
10:45 a.m Chair Exercise
1 p m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday: 4/2

9:30 a.m Chair Yoga
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting
1 p m. Painting Class
Wednesday: 4/3

10 a.m Aerobics

12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday: 4/4

9 a.m NO Tai Chi

10:30 a m Brown Bag

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday: 4/5

10 a m Aerobics

10:45 a m Chair Exercise
12 p.m. Pizza Party

1 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care Drive,
Ervingside, is open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 am. to 2:30 p.m.
for activities and congregate meals.
Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with reserva-
tions required 24 hours in advance.
Call Mealsite Manager Rebecca
Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for meal
information and reservations. For
information, call Polly Kiely, Senior
Center Director, at (413) 423-3649.
Transportation can be provided for
meals, shopping, or medical ne-
cessity. Call the Center to confirm
activities, schedule a ride, or find
out when is the next blood pressure
clinic.

Monday 4/1

9 a.m. Tai Chi

10 a m. Osteo-Exercise
12:30 p.m. Movie
Tuesday: 4/2

8:45 a m. Chair Aerobics

12:30 p m. Painting
Wednesday: 4/3

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a m. Chair Yoga

10 a m. Blood Pressure
12 p.m. Bingo
Thursday: 4/4

8:15 a.m. Foot Clinic
8:45 a.m. Aerobics

10 a m. Posture Perfect
11 a m. Brown Bag

12 p.m. Cards

Friday: 4/5

9 a m. Bowling

9:30 a.m. Sit and Knit

LEVERETT

For information, contact the Lever-
ett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5,
or coa@leverett ma.us.
Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga — Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. at the Town Hall.
Drop-in $4 (first class free).

Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2 Lockes
Village Road. Call Nancy Spittle,
(978) 544-6760. for hours and up-
coming programs. Call the Center
for a ride.

remove the infection. Instead,
moisten the sponge or dishcloth and
microwave it for two minutes. Then
you’ll have safe, germ-free tools to
use.

These tips will help, but the
reality is that you’re going to catch
some colds. They’re the price of
being a caregiver. It’s the price you
paid as a parent. Now you’re having
a second chance for all that love...
and all those germs.

Send your questions to fred@
healthygeezer.com.

 TURNERS FALLS
' WATER DEPT
WILL BEGIN

READING METERS
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Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week

Grade 6
Alazay Bauch

Grade 7
Sam Adams

Grade 8
Owen Ortiz

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

¢ Other Major Brands

e Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622
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LOCAL BBIEFS

Compiled By DON CLEGG

Come one, come all to Bingo at
GSB, Turners Falls, on Saturday.,
March 30 from 10 to 11:30 p.m.
with guest caller Ivan Smith. GSB
will provide cards, prizes and light
refreshments; all you need to bring
is yourself and to call ahead, (413)
863-4316 to reserve your seat,
which will be on a first call, first
reserve basis.

The Legendary Tom Rush will
perform at the Wendell Full Moon
Cafe on Saturday, March 30 starting
at 7:30 p.m. Since helping to shape
the folk revival in the 1960’s, Rush
has been spinning tales and tunes
all over the world, selling out
Symphony Hall and influencing
generations of musicians in many
genres. This is a rare chance to hear
him up close, out of the big lights,
and to share an evening of song
down home in Wendell. Seats are
limited. Visit our website for more
information about reservations. The
Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse is
located in Old Town Hall in the
center of Wendell. It offers music,
fun and dance; always in support
of a good cause. Come experience
the Valley’s only Dessert-O-Rama
in an affordable family-friendly
venue.

The lambs of Winterberry
Farm in Leverett (21 Teawaddle
Hill Road) are hosting their 20th
annual Easter afternoon open house
on Sunday, March 31 from 2 until 4
p.m. Newly hatched ducklings and
chicks will also be present, as will
the farm’s other animals. There
is no charge but contributions for
Right Sharing of World Resources
will be accepted.

All are welcome. Wearing boots
is recommended.

The next Soup & Game Night
on Monday, April 1, from 5 to 7:30
p.m. at Hope & Olive will benefit
Franklin County’s Museum of Our
Industrial Heritage, located along
the Green River in Greenfield.
The museum’s collection of
artifacts, archival material, and
historic photos represents nearly
all of Franklin County’s 26 towns,
presenting tangible reminders of
industrial heritage by focusing on
the spirit of innovation that fueled
each era. The Green River Festival

IN GOOD COMPANY
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL
COMPANIONSHIP FOR
ELDERS AND OTHERS

SiTA LANG 413-834-7569
HoOSPICE TRAINED
CPR CERTIFIED

(GREEN

R IVER
ZEN CENTER

Zen Meditation Practice
Beginners Welcome

Information and schedule:
www. greenriverzen.org
413-256-1594
At the Montague Retreat Center
177 Ripley Road
Montague, MA 01351

will provide an added treat for the
evening by announcing the festival
line-up.

Turners Falls River Culture is
seeking submissions forthe “Where
I Live” exhibit. Wherever you live
— in your mind, in an apartment,
in town, or the country, even on
the edge — anyone can be part of
River Culture’s collaboration on the
latest community art project. Use a
4 x 6 inch card to create something
that tells about where you live, in
any media. Drop off the card by
Thursday, April 4, at Loot, Nina’s
Nook, or the Montague Town Hall,
all located on Avenue A in Turners
Falls. Come to Turners Falls on the
evening of Thursday, April 11, to
see the postcards on display. You
don’tneed to live in Turners Falls to
participate. For more information,
call Turners Falls RiverCulture at
(413) 230-9910.

On Saturday, April 6, at 9
am. to noon at the Millers
River Environmental Center,
100 Main St in Athol, the Millers
River Watershed Council will hold
a training to instruct volunteers
on how to properly conduct a
stream wide culvert survey and
where to store data so that priority
planning can be done to improve
culvert conditions. The project
will be done in stages. Culverts
at stream crossings are one of
the major challenges for fish and
wildlife passage along streams.
Culverts are also a significant
concern for municipal highway
departments in managing water
flow under roadways. For both of
these seemingly different issues,
knowing where the problems are
situated is an important first step
in solving the problem. MRWC in
partnership with Trout Unlimited
are taking the first step to tackling
this challenge.

The Leverett School is holding a
free ice skating event and bake sale
at the Mullins Center Practice Rink
in Amherst on Sunday, April 7, from
1:30 to 2:30 p m. Doors open at 1
p.m. Arrive early if you need rental
skates. This event is sponsored by
the Leverett and Shutesbury PTO.
Skaters may help out by donating
a baked good to the bake sale.
Email to PTO@]leverettschool.org

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666
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to let the PTO know what you’re
going to bake.

Sawmill River Arts, a
collaboratively run fine arts and
fine crafts gallery located at the
Montague Bookmill is seeking
new members. We are hosting
an informational meeting for
interested artists on Monday, April
8, from 6 to 7 p.m, at the gallery.
The meeting will give folks the
opportunity to see the gallery, find
out how it operates , and see if it
may be a fit for you and selling
your work. SRA members are all
local artists, working in different
mediums, who value mutual respect
and artistic growth. For more
information, contact Kerry Stone
(978) 544-5463 or Jill Bromberg
(413) 367-9959.

A K. Warner Fund Scholarship
applications are now available.
The fund was established in 1881
under the will of Anson K. Warner
to provide financial assistance to
Greenfield residents between the
ages of 14 and 21. The scholarship
is awarded for the purpose of
paying for expenses related to
educational endeavors, including
tuition, fees, textbooks, and more.
Interested candidates may pick
up an application at the guidance
office of any Franklin County
public or private school, or by
calling Sally Ahearn at (413) 773-
3959. The application deadline is
Friday, April 12.

The Turners Falls Block Party
will live on. Thanks to Colleen
Campbell and Pam Allan, the
Block Party will happen once
again on Saturday, Aug. 10. Allan,
a downtown resident and musician,
is especially interested in reviving
and revitalizing the opening parade
as well as having World Music play
a big role during the afternoon,
celebrating the many cultures of
the community. Cambell, who
organized the Harvest Festival at
Camp Kiwanee, will work with
vendors and evening musicians,
who will be more of the rock genre,
publicity and more.

Send local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

Greenfield Community College
Career & Job Fair
Tuesday, April 9
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

GCC Dining Commons

Sponsored by GCC & Franklin Hampshire Career Center

Greenfield Community College
will host its annual Career Fair
on Wednesday, April 9 from 11
am. to 2 p.m. Local employers
from around the region will be
present and participants will have
the opportunity to learn about
multiple career paths. Employers
from sustainable energy, not for
profit, health care and more will be

Wanted: Writers

Do You Want to Get More
Involved with Your
Community?

The Montague Reporter
1s seeking writers to cover
local board meetings.
Modest compensation and
editorial guidance provided.

For information,
contact 413-863-8666
or
editor@montaguereporter.org

Urgent meeting of the
Gill, Riverside
Cemetery Association

Monday, April 8th
6:30 p.m. at the Turners
Falls Safety Complex
Community Room

All parties interested

participating. Workshops, resume
assistance and career guidance will
be available throughout the fair.
Join us for this exciting day
of career exploration! All GCC
students and alums are welcome.
Attendees should park in lots A-E.
Contact Judy Raper. director of

student development at raperj@gcc.
mass.edu or (413) 775-1819.

Please shop locally

Support
Montague Reporter

advertisers

." ." .
on lvenue 'l for over 10 years

JpK:§

fwedon’t carry your favorite brand,
we'l' order it for you!
Open Yion-Thurs 10am- I?pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm = Sun Noon- pm

59 Avenue A= Wrners ‘hlls

863-9900

: ENDE\.LCOUNTRY srons
T T e

“—wm.

In the March 21 paper, in the
article “Next Steps for the Town,
MCCI, and the Planning Board,”
Montague Reporter staff regret
the following errors: the building
held by MEDIC is located at 38
Avenue A, not 62 as reported.
Secondly the monies appropriated
at Town meeting will not be used
for facade work on the building
as originally reported. The
Montague Reporter thanks Don
Valley, a member of MEDIC for
bringing the correct information
to our attention.
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*
Hearing

A public hearing will be held at the
Leverett Library on Tuesday April
2 at 7 p.m. to discuss proposed
changes to the “Code of Leverett”
as follows: To add a section to
Chapter 78, which would address
the outdoor confinement of dogs.
These proposed changes would
prohibit the tethering of a dog to
a stationary object for over three
consecutive hours and prohibit
tethering with a cable run for over
eight consecutive hours daily.
No tethering would be allowed
between 10 p m. and 6 a.m.

JAKE’S TAVERN

Relaxed Atmosphere. GREAT FOOD!

OPEN FOR LUNCH
KIDS EAT FREE TUES. 5-9 PM
TEX-MEX THURSDAY 5-9 PM

66 Ave. A 863-8938

The Mobile Mechanic of Montague

David Ginsburg
ASE and Toyota Certified
Automotive Technician

We come to you!
413.522.4100

Open Daily 10

. Gy

*The Sun ever Sends a Bill

Montague

ROOKM XL

' o 413-367-9206
\BH Aim .montaguebookmill.
Em E%d www.montaguebookmill.com

m

Consider a custom built
solar furnace on a south
' facing wall of your home,

= Free site analysis

Alistair MacMartin
“ ‘? Creative Energy Salutions

macmartind@gmail.com
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38 Mﬁm&trcct Montague

5 367-0155 ¥
|rtPottcr3 .com

151 Avenue A
(413) 992 7604

413.863.5447

TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

Turners Falls, MA 01376

www,about-facecomputers.com
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Lemmings at the Nuclear Cliff
HeLEN CALDICOTT ON FUKUSHIMA,
AND OTHER DISASTERS

By DAVID DETMOLD

NORTHAMPTON - America
needs a revolution, and the women
of Northampton are the right ones
to lead it.

That was the basic message
Dr. Helen Caldicott, 75-year old
Australian born pediatrician and
founding president of the Nobel
Peace Prize winning Physicians for
Social Responsibility, delivered at
the First Church of Northampton
on Sunday, March 24.

Caldicott achieved early fame
for her exposition of the medical
dangers of nuclear power and her
advocacy for a halt to a uranium
mining union in Australia, which
contributed to that nation’s seven
year ban on uranium mining, from
1975 to 1982. Though Australia still
has no nuclear reactors, the nation
gradually resumed mining and
shipping high grade uranium ore,
of which Australia currently holds
40 percent of world supplies.

On Sunday, Caldicott was billed
as speaking about the medical
consequences of Fukushima.
But she devoted as much if not
more of her hour long talk to
other man made catastrophes that
she believes are threatening the
survival of the human race. along
with other so-called higher life
forms on this planet — notably the
rapidly accelerating global climate
chaos caused by buming fossil
fuels, and the proliferating threat
of thermonuclear Armageddon,
courtesy of a Pakistan-India or
Iran-Israel flashpoint, or simply
from some teenage hacker gaining
access to the fail-safe codes of any
of the major nuclear powers and
pushing the button. “Our lives are
hanging by a slender thread.” she
said, “and we are like lemmings
rushing toward the cliffs of our
annihilation.”

Since hard cancer induced by
radiation exposure has a five to 18
year latency period, Caldicott had
little hard data to point to in terms
of actual casualties of the ongoing
triple meltdown at the tsunami-
damaged GE Mark I boiling water
reactors at Fukushima. But she
nevertheless categorically declared
that disaster to be the worst
industrial accident in the history of
the human race. In her estimation,
Fukushima topped Chernobyl in
terms of total radiation releases
(although that is not a judgment
shared by the International Atomic
Energy Agency — which has clung
to a disaster rating system that

places Chernobyl at the top of a
growing list as the worst of the
once unimaginable loss of coolant
core melt accidents, which seem to
be occurring now every ten years,
on average).

Caldicott pointed to solid data,
backed by the United Nations
Scientific Committee on the Effects
of Atomic Radiation, of over 6,000
cases of childhood thyroid cancer
around Chernobyl to support
her claim of the devastating
consequences of that disaster. She
also said the towns and villages
surrounding the 30 kilometer radius
exclusion zone around Chernobyl
are filled with cases of hideously
deformed children, children she
said were born missing limbs and
vital organs due to the teratogenic
effects of radiation. Young children
and fetuses, the world renowned
pediatrician explained, are 20
times more susceptible than adults
to the damaging health effects
of radiation, due to their rapidly
dividing cells.

For that matter, Caldicott spurns
the conventional estimates of
deaths attributable to the Chernobyl
explosion, citing a little known
2009 study published by the New
York Academy of Sciences that
drew on thousands of previously
untranslated Russian health studies
to conclude that over a million
premature deaths will ultimately
be attributable to the failed power
experiment conducted by an ill
trained station operator at the
month old Chernobyl reactor on
April 26, 1986. Authorities at
the JAEA count only 31 Soviet
firefighters and reactor operators at
Chernobyl as the direct fatalities of
that disaster.

Turning to the March 11, 2011
disaster in Japan, Caldicott said,
“The children of Fukushima were
inundated with radiation. Three
times more radiation was released
by Fukushima than Chernobyl.”
and those releases are continuous
and ongoing, as reactor operator
TEPCO struggles two years later
to contain the damage from the
melted cores. Earlier this month,
a recent power failure in the
jury-rigged electrical  systems
maintaining some level of cooling
at the Fukushima complex, blamed
on a rat infiltrating an electric
switchboard, left the cooling
pools where thousands of lethally
radioactive fuel rods are stored
without power for hours or days. A
fuel pool with 1331 fuel rods sits
at the top of the tilting and badly
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/" the Editor

Common Core Standards

After reading the article, “Union
28 Teachers Talk Shop” (MR
Vol.11#23), I wanted to say a few
things about the Common Core
Standards. It is not a foregone
conclusion that the Common Core
Standards are good for kids. I have
a master’s degree in education and
eight years of teaching experience,
and I feel strongly that children
should not learn the exact same
thing everywhere in the country,
regardless of their academic
achievement level, just because
they happen to be the same age.

The way we present content, and
even the content we present, should
match a student’s cwrent level of
achievement and, most importantly
the student’s interests. Sometimes
a group of kids in a classroom will
really get excited about something.
Maybe it’s writing a play or learning
about our local waterways. local
government, or anything else under
the sun. If teachers have the freedom

to run with their students’ interests,
those kids will have an experience
they will remember the rest of their
lives, and they will learn a lot in the
process. I think we have all seen
examples of this either when we
were kids or in our own children’s
schools.

The Common Core Standards
aim to align everything teachers do
with the tests. They do not leave
room for a group of students excited
about a topic to follow their interest.
They also do not leave room for
students to be ahead of or behind
grade level. Let’s face it, there will
always be a range of abilities in any
classroom.

It’s not surprising the Standards
are good for neither students nor
teachers. It was not teachers who
came up with the idea in the first
place. Common Core Standards
are brought to you by the same
people who brought you tests, more
tests, and even more tests. The

Common Core Standards, along
with ever more standardized testing,
represent a way for some very large
corporations to rake in our tax
dollars. Billionaires have spent a lot
of money to ensure that states adopt
the Common Core Standards. The
entire concept of public school is
under attack by corporations who
would like to turn a profit from
education “reform.” The Common
Core Standards are a part of this
movement.

I am sure the Union 28 Teachers
come up with some great ideas when
they get together. I have taught out
of the Investigations series and
Everyday Math and think they are
great programs. I support our public
schools and public school teachers
100 percent, but I do not support
“aligning” with the Common Core
Standards.

— Eloise Michael
Turners Falls

FINALISTS from page 1

members, to visit the candidates at
their schools to see them in their
work environment, get to meet
some of their co-workers, teachers,
parents and others in order to get to
know the candidate better. These
visits will take place during the
week of March 25.

On April 1 there will be a meeting
at Turners Falls High School with
Massachusetts ~ Association  of
School Committees (MASC) search
consultant, Patricia Correira, where
they will discuss the results of the
site visits and organize their final
interview questions. This meeting
will be taped but will not be
broadcast live.

damaged Number Four reactor at
Fukushima, threatening Japan and
the world with a far worse radiation
release should another serious
earthquake strike before TEPCO
can complete the construction of a
new building around that damaged
reactor, with a crane suspended
from the top to move the thermally
hot fuel rods to dry casks for long
term storage. (Long term meaning

U.S. Casualties

in Afghanistan
as of 3/27/13
Wounded
17,674

Deaths
2,191

The next phase will be the site
visits at Gill-Montague regional
school district for each of the
candidates. On the day of the site
visit the candidate will begin the
day with a tour of the district. The
school committee discussed what to
do for lunch, and there will be some
choices available, including lunch in
our cafeteria. At 4:30 the candidate
will take part in a one hour meet and
greet at Turners Falls High School.
Members of the staff and parents, as
well as the public, are encouraged
to attend these events.

Each one of the three candidates
will have a separate day to visit.
Following the meet and greet the
school committee will conduct an

as long as the concrete remains
capable of isolating the deadly
radionuclides from the environment
— though some of these potently
carcinogenic isotopes have half
lives of up to a quarter of a million
years, or longer).

“Don’t eat Japanese food
ever again,” said Caldicott, who
began to make Jeremiah look like
milquetoast as she warmed to

WEWELCOME

YOURLETTERS!

Montague Reporter

58 4th St Turners, 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

interview that will be one hour and
15 minutes long. The site visits and
interviews will take place between
April 8 and April 11 at 6:00 p m.
in the Tumers Falls High School
television studio.

The final interview for all
candidates will be on April 11.
Immediately after the interview is
completed, the school committee
will vote to select their choice for
superintendent.

Thenextregularschoolcommittee
meeting will be on March 27, 2013
at Turners Falls High School at 7:00
p.m. The school committee will
vote on a final budget for the district

at this meeting. Wj
9

her topic. “The EPA has stopped
measuring ambient levels of
radiation coming from Fukushima.
No one is protecting you. As we
fill the environment and the food
chain with radioactive elements
we’re going to see catastrophic
increases of genetic 1illnesses.”

Caldicott said of the 100,000
children living around Fukushima
who have been tested for thyroid
abnormalities, 43 percent have
cysts or nodules on their thyroids,
two years after the accident began.
As mentioned, cancer takes at
least five years to develop, but
Caldicott anticipates an epidemic
of thyroid and other cancers in
northeastern Japan, if not elsewhere
in the country, wherever the wind
deposited the radiation from the
meltdowns. She said the dust in
the apartments in Tokyo would
be buried as radioactive waste in

see CALDICOTT page 10
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LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Here’s the way it was on March
27, 2003: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

Gill Montague Schools
Seek $14 Million for 04
Superintendent Brenda Finn
delivered the news that after
cutting the equivalent of 22 teacher
and staff positions from the FY 04
budget, the Gill Montague Schools
could cut no further... She asked,
“How can we run a school system
when we don’t have the resources?
I don’t see how we can go any
deeper.”

Gill Road Project
Proceeds at Turtle’s Pace
At their March 24 meeting, Gill
Selectmen learned that wood turtles,
an endangered species, could add
$10,000 in additional engineering
work to the approximately $3.2
million state project designed

to improve a stretch of Main
Road, from near Gill center to the
Northfield boundary line.

Take Back our Lives
March in Turners

NELCWIT will hold the annual
Take Back our Lives march and
rally against domestic violence
and sexual assault in Turners Falls
this year on Wednesday, April
9. It is the second time in recent
memory the march will take place
in Turners Falls. The rally will
feature speakers and youth singers
on the theme of “Coming Together
for a Healthy and Safe Community
and World.”

Plans to Repair
Wendell Town Offices
The  selectboard approved

proposed repairs to the town office
building/senior center to improve
access to the basement at their

March 19 meeting. The work may
also include the installation of anew
metal front door if funds permit...
The work in the basement will be
sponsored by Good Neighbors, a
group of volunteers who distribute
free food within the building to
residents every Sunday.

Editorial: The
$2,360,000 Question

Last fall the National Priorities
Project issued estimates of how the
cost of the Iraq conflict would break
down, town by town. Assuming a
total cost of $100 billion to begin
and end the fighting... Montague’s
share of the war will amount to
$2.360,000. A battle of a different
sort has joined this week. here in
town... Twice as many parents
are ‘choicing students out’ of the
system as ‘choicing in,” resulting
in a net drain of $200,000 from the
school district annually.

PUCCINI from page 1

Butterfly.”

True to his promise, Fregosi
brought tapes of rare recordings and
lecture notes filled with surprising
facts about Puccini, who might
be the most financially successful
composer in history. When he died
on November 29, 1924, his net
worth adjusted to today’s dollars
was between $175 million and
$250 million dollars. He had cash,
investments, multiple villas, and a

collection of boats, automobiles,
villas and guns. He once said, “I
am a hunter of birds, librettos and
beautiful women.” Three Puccini
operas are still under copyright and
La Boheme, from which Rent, the
hit Broadway musical was made,
is the single most successful opera
ever written, though Fregosi said
it was maligned by critics after its
opening and only gradually gained
traction with the public over the
years. Madama Butterfly, another
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opera that has become part of the
classic repertoire at opera houses all
over the world, had a catastrophic
opening with jeering crowds. In
fact, the music could not be heard
over the catcalls and whistles.
Fregosi said historians have since
wonderedifthis“musical lynching,”
had been staged by Puccini’s rivals,
a not uncommon practice in Italy at
the time. The second premiere of
Madama Butterfly was much more
successful, and the rest is history so
to speak.

Fregosi’s presentation was filled
with anecdotes such as these and
musicalselectionsthatdemonstrated
the ways in which Puccini “stole”
from himself. It was common for
him to use and recombine bits and
pieces from earlier compositions,
and some critics and rivals never
lost an opportunity to point this
out. Puccini also “stole” librettos
or, upon hearing that a rival was
working on an adaptation of 7osca,
went ahead and wrote his own,
confident that the public would
want to hear his version. He was
right.

If he began as the sort of starving
artist that inspired La Boheme,
Puccini embraced excess as he
became successful. He smoked
between 80 and 85 cigarettes a day,
owned fifteen cars in 21 years and
enjoyed legendary love affairs. It is
clear that as passion ruled his life it
also informed his art. His heroines
die tear-jerking tragic deaths. His
heroes are mighty and his villains,
unspeakable. I am eager to learn
more in the second installment, and
have but one criticism, and that is
that the sound system seemed to

LIVABILITY from page 1

between the bike path, the parks and
Route 2.

Walkability was also stressed as
a major factor. The consultants had
a number of ideas for promoting
pedestrian access: widening the
sidewalks at key locations to allow
for outdoor café seating; raising the
heights of the planters and trimming
the trees: adding bumpouts to the
entrances of alleyways to support the
idea of pedestrian use. In addition,
they had a number of suggestions
for improving access and size of
the farmers’ market. Although they
agreed that it was located in the
right part of town, they presented a
number of new configurations that
would expand the market, including
utilizing the Discovery Center
parking lot.

In order to generate an economy
to support the greening and uplift
of Avenue A, Ted Brovitz took on
the issue of business development,
marketing and branding. According
toBrovitz, Turnershasagreatnumber
of assets that can be enhanced to
attract business and business patrons
to the village including the Avenue A
corridor, the bike path, and the river.
In order to get development moving,
Brovitz suggested that the village
form a Joint Downtown Partnership
between business owners and the
town. The aim of the partnership
would be to work actively to create
an attractive environment for
business opportunity, to promote
existing businesses and sponsor
community events and activities.

He also had a number of ideas
for drawing outsiders into the

be malfunctioning. Fregosi ended
up holding his voice microphone
against the speakers of his portable
device, and some of the selections
sounded warped. Hopefully that
will be corrected this week.

The Senior Symposia program
is a collaborative effort between
GCC’s Office of Community
Education and area senior citizens.
The series is held during the
daytime hours and in an accessible
location (270 Main Street) for $10

per person.
Upcoming symposia include:
Helping Hands Monkeys

Presenter: Megan Talbert
Wednesday, April 3, 2 to 4 p.m.
Highly intelligent, adaptable and
social, capuchin monkeys from
South and Central America are
natural “tool users,” using their
hands to perform functional tasks
and to manipulate objects in ways
no other assisting animal can. For
33 years Helping Hands, a non-
profit in Boston, has been training
these primates to assist people

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

downtown. Among them were
expanding the farmers’ market,
having music and movies in Unity
Park, outdoor art exhibits and a
classic car show along the avenue.
As for permanent business, he
noted his marketing studies have
shown that enterprises most likely
to succeed in the downtown are
medical and professional businesses,
specialty clothing stores (particularly
women’s and children’s clothes),
general merchandise shops and food
services (perhaps niche or ethnic
restaurants). Shops for furniture,
electronics and appliances, gifts and
novelties and sporting goods were
seen as having limited potential.

Of the utmost importance,
according to Brovitz, is to get people
off Route 2 and into the downtown.
Todo thishe suggested signage along
Route 2 that would direct visitors
to Turners. An active website and
utilization of social media could also
get the word out about upcoming
events. And then once across the
bridge, new wayfinding signs could
direct folks to the attractions along
the newly-spruced up Avenue A.

In order to collect feedback from
those in attendance, both Flinker
and Brovitz asked the public to
vote on several alternatives for
both the streetscape and marketing
campaign. A lively discussion
followed the formal presentations.
The consultants will digest the
responses to their proposals and
further refine them. The final report,
due this summer, will contain their
reworking of this public input
regarding the future livability of

downtown Turners Falls. lv
D

living with mobility impairments.
Using photos, film clips, and
anecdotes, Talbert will describe the
program’s training and placement
techniques. the incredible effects
of the human-animal bond, and
how the program evolved.
Winslow Homer at the Clark
Presenter: Marc Simpson
Tuesday, April 9, 2 to 4 p.m.

One of the most significant
19th-century American  artists,
Homer is best known for his
seascapes and landscapes in
both oil and watercolor. His long
career also included work in other
media (drawings, etchings, wood
engravings) and on a range of
other subjects, including the Civil
War. Art historian Simpson will
give us an overview of Homer’s
remarkable career, focusing on a
number of holdings of the Sterling
and Francine Clark Art Institute in
Williamstown. This summer the
Clark will host a major exhibition
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Little Shop of Inorrors

Review By ELLEN
BLANCHETTE

The Little Shop of Horrors, book
by Howard Ashman and music by
Alan Menken, is not a story for the
faint of heart. There are beautiful
songs and drama, surprises, humor,
but let no one fool you. This story is
dark — a musical version of a Greek
tragedy. The movie version had a
happy ending, the play, not so much.
At least the three part harmony girls
manage to not get eaten by the big
green plant that lives in the little
flower shop where everything takes
place.

This weekend, the Franklin
County Technical School presented
The Little Shop of Horrors at the
Shea Theater as its first musical
theater production. The cast was
small with some performers playing
several parts.

Ashton Morse as Audrey and
Mosha Eisenburg as Seymore were
wonderful in the lead parts. Each
played a young person struggling
with life, thinking they didn’t have
much to offer. Eisenburg dragged
himself around the stage, sat and
stared, showed with his physical
demeanor a young man who thought
he deserved to be treated badly. He

hung his head and sighed a lot. That
was before the plant started making
him a party to murder. But then the
lovely Audrey was also a sad girl,
someone willing to date a man who
beat her. On the musical side, the
solos by Eisenburg and his duets
with Morse were some of the best
performances in the show. Morse
has a strong lovely voice and hers
was a powerful performance all
around.

Daniel Prasol, who was director, )
choreographer and played the part
of Dr. Orin Scrivello, was perfect as w
the purely evil dentist who loves to E
cause people pain. He got big laughs §
but no sympathy when Audrey H:

ate him. z B

The most fun were the girls who EJ
sang in beautiful three part harmony, .
and filled in between every scene
with some bit of entertainment.
Hailey Perkins-McCraw as Crystal,
Lindsey Mailloux as Ronnette, and
Lydia Dodge as Chiffon’s voices
blended so well. Each one is a
talented singer in her own right and
together they were glorious to watch
and hear.

The true star of the show, of
course, was the big green man-eating
plant, the Audrey II that brought
Mr. Mushnik (played by Ashton
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Seymore (Mosha Eisenburg) and Audrey (Ashton Morse) with the always hungry man-eating plant, Audrey 11, in the Tech
School’s production of “Little Shop of Horrors” this past weekend at the Shea Theater in Turners Falls.

Morse), the owner of the flower
shop, so much wealth and success
until it ate him. Bringing Audrey 11
to life were puppeteers Eric Paige
and Rhamsses Diaz-Santiago as the
plant’s deep scary voice.

Sam Kimberley, Amelia
Kendrick, and Alexis Plante played
several parts. Music direction was
done by David Maloney. Lighting/

sound director was Lee Carey.
Brittany Park and Joseph Menko
made up the technical crew. Bessie
Coutu was in charge of costumes
and makeup. Maureen Grout was
the stage manager. Joycelyn Croft
and Business Technology took care
of the programs and tickets. The
floral arrangements were provided
by FCTS Landscaping Shop.

The entire cast and crew should
be proud of the work they did to
bring this show successfully to the
stage. Judging by the enthusiastic
applause and laughter throughout
the show, as well as the cheering
at the end, I would say this first
attempt at musical theater was a
great success, and one that we hope
we can all look forward to again.

In His Own Words:
Danny Cruz

Crug, in a candid moment at a show at the John Doe 1. record store last month.
Photo by Scott Seward.
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By BRITTANY BRUCE AND
RENNY SKIATHITIS

Greenfield’s Danny Cruz has
made a name for himself as lead
singer, composer, and conductor
of the local “mud-lightning-metal”
ensemble Flaming Dragons of
Middle Earth.

FDoME, coming off a years-long
Thursday afternoon residency and
open practice session at the Brick
House in Turners Falls, is gearing
up for a Northeast seaboard
tour, culminating in an April 16
show at Feeding Tube Records in
Northampton. Since 2008 the band
has released a number of small-run
cassettes as well as a well-received
2010 LP on Feeding Tube label.

Reporters Bruce and Skiathitis
were granted an audience with the
prestigious Cruz Dog last Friday.
Here is what he had to say.

B&S: How would you describe
your style of music?

DC: It’s EDCM Rock. It’s
Dark Sludge Metal, Crust Punk,
Psychedelic, Euro-Pop, Electronica,
Mud Lightning Metal, better than
Anthrax.

B&S: Who came up with the
band name and how?

DC: 1 came up with the band
name in a dream about Lord of the
Rings.

B&S: Who would you cite as
your musical influences?

DC: Lady Gaga, Jethro Tull,
GG Allin, Marilyn Manson, Nine
Inch Nails, Alice Cooper, The
Beatles, Cannibal Corpse, David
Bowie, Anthrax, Fleetwood Mac,
ZZ Top, Lil” Wayne, Spinal Tap,
John Lennon, Flaming Dragons of

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

Middle Earth, Bob Sakula, Moscow
Mule, OFC, Madonna, Donnie and
Marie, Michael Jackson, Gladys
Knight, Cyndi Lauper, a little bit of
KeS$ha, The Fugees, Hurricanes of
Love, Pantera, Exodus, Tool, Bob
Marley, Yellowman, Shania Twain’s
“Man, I Feel Like a Woman”, Neil
Peart, Jimi Hendrix, Pat Benatar,
Devo, Talking Heads, Motorhead,
Hawkwind, Sun Ra, Coheed and
Cambria, Paramore, Fall Out Boy,

My Chemical Romance, Weezer,
The Doors, Misfits, Danzig, Rod
Stewart, The Faces, ‘Til Tuesday,
Queen, Iggy Pop, Cheap Trick, The
Kinks, The Who, Bone Thugs-n-
Harmony, Tupac, and T-Rex.

B&S: Who writes the lyrics?

DC: Brittany Bruce, Robin
Whitcomb, Frank the Hurricane,
friends, and Danny Cruz.

see CRUZ page 9

Death Mitt Knee, by Danny Crug. On display at the Brick House Teen Center.

&BAKER=

Office Supply
Many Fine Gifts

Willow Tree Figurines,
Polish Pottery,
Da Vinci Beads, Kringle Candles,
Women’s Accessories

310 Main Street, Greenfield | (413) 774-2345
www.bakerofficesupply.com

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls | ile

Lino

Member
The Flooring Network.

Phone & Fax
413-863-3690

Carpet

Mccli

Loca| Handcrafted Cedar
tatin cncl'lcs and Altars

Sacrccl inlaid clasigns, custom available.

Rickg Baruc So[idar‘ity Handworks
Seeds oFSo[idaritH Orangc, MA 978-544-7564

o

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION
SuUPPLY CoO. INC.

“Rock solid service with level advice”

Regency Fireplace Products

* Come seec our full line of pellets,
| wood, gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces
today! Our Fireplace Design Center
makes it easy to choose the right unit
to suit vour lifestyle.

— www.shanahansupply.com
529 S. Main St., Brattleboro =
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls

802-579-1800
413-863-4322

)

413-773-1149 x1

COHN &
COMPANY

P ———
Real Estate Agency

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM

Mary Lou Emond
Certified Residential Specialist

117 Main Street » PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

42 « CeLL: 413-772-9279

RUSTIC
HANDMADE

FURNITURE

Art Kasckinski 413-834-7001
www.ArtscapelandscapingDesign.net
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELEGTBOARD

Oldest Citizen Honored

By DAVID DETMOLD

She couldn’t make it to the
meeting. but Edith Hasting’s
son Ernie was there in her
place to receive the gold-
headed cane and honorary
plaque presented to her by
the selectboard this week,
in official recognition of her
status as the oldest citizen of
Gill. Ladies of her generation
never cared much forrevealing
their age, but it is fair to say
she will not celebrate her
centennial before the next

leap year.
The selectboard offered
Edith their heartiest

congratulations for achieving
the gold cane award.

In Gill, the tradition of
awarding of a gold cane to
the town’s oldest -citizen
was revived by the Gill
bicentennial commmittee,
which bestowed the honor
on Hazel Stevens in 1993.
The tradition began much
earlier, when Edwin Grozier,
publisher of the Boston Post,
sent gold headed ebony canes
to the selectboards of 700
New England towns with the
instruction they be given out to
their oldestmale inhabitants, to
be handed on to the next most
senior male resident should
the cane holder move from
town or die. Not until 1930,
and only after considerable
controversy. was the gold cane
award extended to the eldest
resident regardless of gender.
Apparently, Grozier favored
towns in the Post’s immediate
circulation — no Connecticut
towns received Boston Post
canes, and only two Vermont
towns are known to have
received the canes.

The Boston Post was
once the largest circulation
broadsheet in the country, but
its fortunes dwindled after the
paper passed to Grozier’s son
Richard on Edwin’s death in
1924. The younger Grozier
ended his life in a mental
hospital, not an uncommon
fate for newspapermen, and
the Post went out of business
in 1957. As 1is apparently
the case in Gill, many of the
original Boston Post canes
have been lost to time and
mischance, but others remain
in the hands of those intended
to receive them — the eldest
citizens of New England
towns.

Ernie Hastings said his
mother would be thrilled to
receive the Gill Bicentennial
Cane. “I’ll take it over to her
right away,” he said.

With rather less fanfare,
the selectboard proceeded to
examine the relative merit of
the heating systems in various
town buildings. The newly
installed twin furnace fuel
efficient heating system in
the public safety complex has
finally had the kinks worked
out, “‘just as the heating season
is ending,” as Ann Banash,
speaking from sunny Florida
on conference call noted.
Not so fast. The forecast still
features sub-freezing nights
for the rest of the week, and
good maple sugaring for
anyone so inclined.

Town adminstrative
assistant Ray Purington said it
is too soon to predict the exact
fuel savings the town should
enjoy at the safety complex
from the new system, but he
said it should be at least 25%
more fuel efficient than the
leaky old boiler that used to
heat the building. However,
whatever energy savings the
town may see at the safety
complex will be offset by the
fact the Four Winds School,
renting at the Riverside
Municipal Building, has
expanded classroom activity
from three days and week to
five days a week this year,
and the Slate Library has also
added an extra afternoon of
open hours, and that many
more winter days of heating
the cinder block building.

Meanwhile the mystery
of why the heating bill at the
Gill town hall is showing an
increase this winter continues,
and may be connected to the
accumulation of soot around
the exhaust fan at the northeast
corner of the foundation. The
soot is also noticeable on the
white clapboards and the eves
of that building, which had a
fresh coat of paint not too many
years ago. Acting selectboard
chair Randy Crochier
surmised the soot may be
evidence of a combustion
problem, which may be at
fault in the mysteriously rising
fuel usage at town hall. On the
other hand, compared to last
winter, we have had some
cold weather this year, most
would agree.

The town

hall  will

soon have a new roof, and

Purington predicted that
job would be likely to come
in between $12,000 and

$15,000 less than the $73,000
appropriated for the job.
After making that prediction,
Purington  qualified  his
remark by noting that the roof
replacement had not started
yet, and surprises could be
in store for any contractor
removing and replacing a
40-year old roof on a historic
building.

May 6% at 3 p.m. is the
tentative date for a meeting
with  representatives  of
the Hampshire Council of
Governments to discuss the
possibility of supplying Gill
with solar powered electricity
at discounted rates. Also
on the agenda is a proposed
request for proposals to
install a solar power array at
the town owned Mariamante
parcel on the corner of West
Gill and Main. Purington
warned the town may be
able to move forward on
only one or the other of
these Green energy options,
but more details await a full
hearing of the HCOG offer.
Dubbed Hampshire Solar,
the program involves trading
net metering credits from
solar power producers in the
Commonwealth to municipal
governments, which must
sign 20 year contracts to
receive  the  discounted
electricity rates.

While you have your
calendars out, mark voting
dates on April 30 for the
upcoming state primary to
nominate candidates to run for
the U.S. Senate seat vacated
when John Kerry accepted
President Obama’s offer to
become Hilary Clinton’s
successor as Secretary of
State. Follow that with the
town election on May 20%,
the Gill annual town meeting
on Tuesday, June 11% at 6:30
pm., and finally the state
election for the open Senate
seat on June 25%.

And don’t forget — the
Gill energy fair at town hall,
sponsored by the Gill Energy
Commission, on Saturday,
April 6% from 9:30 to
noon, with a farmers market
to coincide on the town
common. Organizers are
hoping for a day of sunshine
and solar power displays.

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELEGTBOARD
Replacing Avenue A Street Lighting

By PATRICIA PRUITT

On Mar. 25 town planner
Walter Ramsey held the floor
with three important projects
for Montague. The first was
an update on the proposed
crosswalk and  sidewalk
upgrades between Solar and
MasonicavenuesinMontague
City where there is presently
an unsafe crossing for bikers
and pedestrians. The Town
has provided $51,000 for the
design and engineering of
the crosswalk and sidewalk
involved, while the state will
foot the construction cost for
the project. The firm Stantec
Construction  will  begin
construction in 2015. One
public hearing for review
of the design plan will be
announced.

In a by-the-way question,
Mark  Fairbrother asked
where things stand with the
Greenfield Road project.
Town administrator Frank
Abbondanzio answered that
the town was in the process
of notifying abutters, and that
there will be a public hearing
in May or June; the project
will be on the Annual town
warrant also in May. The
project will be advertised
in November 2013 and
will appear on the TIF (Tax
incentive Financing) list in
2014 and 2015. Construction
is projected to begin in May/
June 2014.

Bank restoration along
the Sawmill River at South
Street was Ramsey’s next
announcement. To that end
the town has two bids for
an ecological consultant to
oversee the restoration of the
Sawmill River bank, work
to be done by the Montague

department of public works.
It has nominated Lattrell
Ecological LLC of Colrain
for the consulting job to
be approved by the state
department of environmental
protection.

The ecological consultant
would be required to monitor
the project for the two years
it may take for plantings
along the bank to take hold
and stem erosion there. This
is an essential part of the
bargain made with DEP since
the DPW, while attempting to
remedy the erosion problem,
actually found itself with a
worse problem. If the efforts
atrestoration and remediation
of the problem succeed at the
end of the two year period,
any fine will be dismissed.

Next, Ramsey announced
that Flight Patterns LLC
has been selected as the
respondent of choice to the
town’s RFP on the Strathmore
Mill Complex, although the
town will not yet transfer
ownership to the group.
Flight Patterns LLC feels it
needs more in-depth analyses
about structural engineering
and brownfields assessments
throughout the Strathmore
complex in order for them to
make a realistic assessment
of what the complex will
take to be brought up to
standard on all levels. They
will spend a year testing, and
evaluating the real conditions
in the buildings and site. All
information gained will be
shared with the town. Their
plan is to pay close attention
to the mills’ environmental
footprint and to preserve what
is historically of value in the
complex. (For more details
see article on front page.)

Chief Chip Dodge lent his
support to Tom Bergeron’s
concern about lighting on
Avenue A. The lamps on the
avenue may be great looking,
but they cost “a lot more than
my budget can pay.” He cited
the following maintenance
costs for one street light pole
with 4 bulbs ($25-30 each)
and 4 globes ($50 each)
plus four transformers( $230
each). Installed in 1983,
the current lights are old.,
and rusting on the bottom.
The downtown business
community is concerned
about the growing dimness
of light on the avenue as
expressed in a letter to the
board.

Abbondanzio said he
wondered if it wasn’t time
to replace the lights all
along the avenue, given their
age, the cost of repair &
replacement, and because of
the economy of LED lighting
energy and maintenance.
He first suggested seeking a
block grant for the funding,
but later recalled that there
is now a one-year delay to
apply for another round of
CDBG grants. Instead he
recommended seeking a
borrowing authorization at a
special town meeting to take
place after the annual, since
it was now too late to get it
on the annual warrant. Tom
Bergeron was charged with
researching LED street lights
and bringing back to the
board one or two styles that
might satisfy the historical
character of Avenue A.

There will be a warrant
article on the annual town
meeting warrant to create

see MONTAGUE pg 10

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE GILL POLICE LOG

Dad Fight At Gill Elementary

Tuesday, 3/19 that happened at the made complaint  Friday, 3/22

1:47 am. Domestic Elementary school of parking issues 1:00p.m.Restraining
Distrubance on on Fri evening in Center of town order for resident on
Center Rd, resident between 2 fathers. a local restaurant. French King Hwy
placed under arrest. 2:40 p-m. MV  Referred to Served in hand.

9:10 a.m. MV accident on Main Selectboard. 6:10 p.m. Assisted
accident on French Rd, no one injured, 2:50 p-m. MV  Erving PD with
King Hwy, no injury.  fence damaged accident on French disturbance at

Citation issued to 9:20 pm. Reported King Hwy No restaurant on Rt. 2.
operator. gun shots area of injuries. Saturday, 3/23
11:30 am. Ongoing Dole Rd, no one 4:30 p.m. Larceny 9:45a.m.Residenton
investigation of located of fuel from Gill Center Rd reported
an assault-and- Thursday, 3/21 Mobil station. Under lost or stolen
battery incident 12:15 p.m. Resident investigation. checkbook.

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU
oNSULT Y,

25 Millers Falls Road &

Turners Falls, MA 01376

(413) 863-4331
www.pzinc.com

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

413-883-7323

Easv in-town location
Secure 24-hour access
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OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA
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» Gory and Nancy Melen  EMAIN
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'MAIN OFFICE 773.9552
10Nl Stre, Greenfeid, ma,

773.9552

Sharon Cottrell

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A
P.O. Box 48§
Tumers Falls, MA
413-863-9433

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St.

professionally managed by:
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PICKIER |
SAHERKRAL

A PICKIES

Naturally Fermented & Raw
We're going co-op!

www.realpickles.com

Read all about it at:

&

=

Property Manager

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA

Mww

Maontague WebWorks .

make the web work

michael muller
owner
413.320.5336

for

info@montaguewebworks.com

com
your business

28 Center Street
montague, ma 01351

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.
54 Main Street
P.O.Box 729
Greenfield, MA 01302

Avalanche - Colorado  Subnirban  Tahoe Equinox  Traverse  Vans

RoON SicArRD

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Fax (413) 774-5746

up-to-the-minute-technology
old-fashioned personal service

27 YEARS OF MAKING COPIES
AND STILL THE ORIGINAL!

goye™
e A
accept ,diq.‘wl copi®
180 Main Street, Greenfield « 413-774-3500
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS

01376

413.863-3133
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NOTES FROM ERVING SELECTBOARD MEETING
What’s In and What’s Out of Annual Town Meeting

By KATIE NOLAN

Fire chief Almon “Bud”
Meattey told the Erving
selectboard at its Monday,
March 25 meeting that an
accident at a weekend training
exercise in Bernardston will
put an Erving fire truck out
of commission for four to six
weeks. Meattey explained
that an Erving firefighter was
driving downhill on a narrow
road when a Bernardston
tanker came uphill “at a
high rate of speed.” The
Erving firefighter swerved
to avoid the tanker and hit a
telephone pole. Meattey said
the firefighter felt all right at
the time of the accident, but
has noticed some shoulder
pain and would be seeing a
physician.

Asked if the Erving driver
was at fault, Meattey said he
was waiting for the official
police report. Selectboard
chair Eugene Klepadlo
commented, “If it’s the other
town’s fault, we should go
after them.” Meattey said a
claim had been started with
the Municipal Interlocal
Insurance Agency. Klepadlo
said that after an accident
in a town vehicle, it should
be standard  operating
procedure to have the driver

examined by a physician.
Fire captain Philip Wonkka
suggested the department
also develop an SOP for drug
and alcohol testing after a
vehicle accident. Wonkka
and Meattey agreed to write
SOPs for post-accident
procedures and provide them
to town administrator Tom
Sharp and town counsel
Donna MacNicol.

Meattey and Wonkka
presented information about
the purchase of a new rescue
pumper the department hopes
will be approved at annual
town meeting. According
to Meattey, the cost through
the Fire Chief Association of
Massachusetts (FCAM) will
be $485,500, discounted to
$470,936 if fully paid upon
ordering. Meattey said it will
take seven to nine months to
build the truck. Selectboard
member Margaret Sullivan
wondered if the town should
agree to pay in full for a truck
that the town wouldn’t see
for nine months. Selectboard
member Andrew Goodwin
suggested Meattey offer half
of the cost upfront and half
on delivery, and still ask for
the discount. Meattey agreed
to check with FCAM to see if
that was possible.

The  selectboard and

finance = committee  met
jointly to discuss the draft
warrant for the May 6 annual
town meeting and the fiscal
year 2014 (FY14) budget,
which totals $9,165,345 in
expenditures. FinCom chair
Daniel Hammock thanked
the selectboard and school
committee  for  working
together with the FinCom
to develop a responsible
budget.

The selectboard decided
to eliminate an article
from the draft annual town
meeting warrant that would
have allowed the selectboard
to enter into renewable
energy purchase and/or net
metering credits. The article
was recommended by Eric
Weiss of Hampshire Power
at the March 11 selectboard
meeting. The solar net
metering credits would be
obtained through Hampshire
Solar, a partnership between
Hampshire  Council  of
Governments (COG) and
nexamp. Under this program,
a developer builds a solar
or wind generation facility,
and credits are assigned to
municipalities. The town
would sign a 20-year contract
to buy credits at a 30.5%
discount from National Grid

see ERVING page 10

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Disturbance and Suspicion

Tuesday, 3/19

11:40 a.m. Medical emergency
at Heat-Fab Inc., 130
Industrial Blvd. Removed to
hospital.

1:57 p.m. Medical emergency;,

O St. Arrested individual
under Section 12 mental
health statute.

7:30 pm. Domestic

disturbance, JJJ4th St. Peace
restored.

9:55 pm. Domestic
disturbance, B Avenue A
Peace restored.

Wednesday, 3/20

5:14
harassment,

pm. Threatening/

Bl 3:d St
Advised of options.

7:560  p.m.  Threatening/
harassment, G St. Advised
of options.

Thursday, 3/21

9:00 am. Domestic
disturbance, Green Pond Rd.
Arrested 31-year-old man for
domestic assault & battery.
5:03 p.m. General disturbance,

Franklin Emergency Shelter,
15 Farren Ave. Arreste

, for disorderly

conduct and assault and
battery on a police officer.

6:2¢ p.m. Officer initiated
traffic stop at 3rd St. and

Avenue A, leading to the

arrest of
»

on a probation warrant.
Friday, 3/22

1:01
disturbance, 7th St. Arrested
5%-year-old

am. Domestic
woman for
domestic assault & battery.

3:12 p.m. General disturbance,

Bl th St Advised of
options.

Saturday, 3/23

1:16 a.m. Investigated

suspicious person, 4th St. at
Avenue A.

1:55 am. Suspicious person
reported, Il Avenue A. No
such person found.

2:15

automobile, Food City, Avenue

a.m. Suspicious

A. Services rendered.
2:55
suspicious

am. Investigated
automobile,
Montague Police Department,

180 Turnpike Road. That one

was easy.
12:18 p-m. Annoying/
harassing phone calls,
Franklin Area  Survival
Center, 96 4th St. Services
rendered.

6:09 p-m. Neighbor
disturbance, - 4th St

Services rendered.

9:11 p.m. Larceny, Franklin
Emergency Shelter, 15 Farren
Ave. Services rendered.
Sunday, 3/24

1:41 p.m. Burlary / breaking
& entering, Ml 3rd St
Investigated.

1:48 p.m. Shoplifting, Jay
K’s Liquors, 59 Avenue A.
Investigated.

9:14 p-m. Domestic
disturbance JJJMillers Falls

Rd. Services rendered.

Greenfield Community College Student Veterans Club
Helps Stavros’ Home Sweet Home Program

The Greenfield
Community College VetNet
Club for student veterans
voted to dedicate this
semester’s fundraising efforts
to Stavros’ Home Sweet
Home Program.

The Stavros Center for
Independent Living has been
actively advocating for the
civil rights of people with
disabilities since 1974. At
present, they provide
independent living services
for over 6,000 in Western
Massachusetts.

Home Sweet Home is a
program that coordinates
donations, volunteer labor
through community programs
and skilled building guidance
to assemble ramps.

50 people on the waiting
list in this area. Each Ramp
costs approximately $5,000.
Unfortunately, insurance
does not cover ramps in
many cases.

GCC VetNet has decided
to take on the project from
fundraising to the completion
and building of a ramp.

To  kickoff-off  their
efforts, there will be a
VetNet Spaghetti Dinner on
Friday, April 5, at 6 pm. at
the Greenfield American
Legion. All proceeds will go
to the Home Sweet Home
Program.

Tickets can be purchased
for $5 at the Channing and
Marie Bete Veterans Center
located on the Main Campus

Currently, there are over North End Room 215,
from CRUZ page 7 B&S: What is your
opinion on drones?
B&S: How will you deal DC: End all wars.
with fame? B&S: What is your

DC: How we will deal
with fame as a group is by
having music that is more
danceable, get signed to a
record label, have more synth
in our music, vocal lessons,
more hard rocking, for all
ages, genders and, races.
We will live in the city, get
signed to a major label, be
pop stars.

B&S: Who are your
political influences?

DC: Obama, Green Party,
Ralph Nader, Lady Gaga,
Gandhi, Al Sharpton, Martin
Luther King, Bob Sakula,
FDR, Coco, and Mary
Collins.

opinion on gay rights?

DC: You should have the
freedom to choose, and have
equal rights.

B&S: What about your
love life?

DC: I'm single. I'm a
glam wannabe, looking for
true love. Any single mamas
out there: I’'m a glam king,
looking for a glam princess.

B&S: What kind of
woman is right for Danny
Cruz?

DC: My dream woman
is Lady Gaga. Lady Gaga is
the woman I want to be my

sweetheart. Wj
.

Monday through Thursday, 7
a.m. to 8 p m., and Friday, 7
a.m. to 5 pm., or by calling
(413) 775-1825.

April is
Food-A-Thon
Month In
Wendell

April is Food-a-Thon
Fundraiser Month at the
Deja Brew Café and Pub.
The Deja Brew will donate
10% of total dinner bills to
the local food-a-thon with
the receipt of a donation
coupon. Donation coupons
are available at the Wendell
store.

The 10" Annual Food-
a-thon will be held in
downtown Orange and
Athol on Tuesday, April 9
from 6 a.m. to 9 p m.

This event unites North
Quabbin food pantries
and meal sites in an effort
to raise food and funds to
support these programs.

The Food-a-thon is the
single largest fundraiser to
support “Good Neighbors,”
the food pantry serving
Wendell and New Salem
since 1988.

The North Quabbin
Community Coalition 1is
the fiscal sponsor of this
event and the Feinstein
Foundation supports these
programs.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE LEVERETT POLICE LOG
Syrup Industry Causes Alarm

Tuesday, 3/5

6:20 p.m. Resident complained
of a pickup operating
erratically. Officer located
vehicle: a farmer collecting
sap.

Thursday, 3/7

8:08 a.m. Report of vehicles
off the road on the “S”
curves on Shutesbury Rd. No
accident, vehicles slid into
snow bank. Vehicles helped
back onto the road, Highway
Dept. notified.

Friday, 3/8

8:35 am. Single car accident
on Chestnut Hill Rd. Driver
failed to negotiate a curve and

sideswiped a tree damaging
his pickup. Driver cited for
operating too fast for road
and weather conditions.

10:48 Assisted
Shutesbury PD with a snow
plow vs ATV accident.
Friday, 3/15

11:55 Motorist informed
detail officer of smoke from
the Ripley Road area on the

a.m.

Montague/Leverett town
line. Smoke was from a
sugarhouse.

Saturday, 3/16

3:35 pm. Alarm at a
Shutesbury Rd. residence.

House checked and all secure.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

Tuesday, 3/19

6:50 p.m. Highway Dept.
advised two wvehicles parked
on the side of No. Leverett
Roadhindering snow removal.
Owner contacted and advised
to move vehicles.

Friday, 3/22

10:15 a.m. Medical emergency
at an Amherst Road residence.
Subject  transported  to
hospital by Amherst FD.
Sunday, 3/24

2:35 p.m. Medical emergency
at a Juggler Meadow Road
residence. Subject transported
to hospital by Amherst FD.

Great Rates, Fully Insured!
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Co-operative =

BestLocalBank.com 153
Reach All Locations 772-0293
Greenfield « Northfield « Sunderland

MEMBER FOIC
MEMBER SIF

Marie Castine

CREATIVE HAIRCUTTING
PERMS & COLORSE

Men, Women & Children
- qQ
~FASTINES HAIR CREATIOs

ift Certificates Available
863 - 2022

Richard DiGeorge (Thursdays) TURNERS FAI.I.SI

74 PROSPECT ST.

McCarthy
FUNERAL HOME

www.mecarthyfuneralliomes.con

Since 1895

On the Common
Greenfield, Massachuselts

Turners Falls, Massachusetts
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Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner
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39 Center Road
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FREE LOANER CARS
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TURNS LAWN CARE
| Specializing in ail aspects of Lawn and Property Maintenasce. |

Specializing in all aspects of Lawn and Property Maintenance.

Located in the Heart of Montague Center.
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center

Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351

Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563

e
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MA Reg #RS2066
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Struts * Tune-ups * Brakes ¢ Oil Change

_\.

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. * 413-863-2236
10% SENIORDISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

Mike Fuller, Owner

SELLING QUALITY
USED FURNITURE

AND COLLECTIBLES
~ NEw ITEMS ARRIVE WEEKLY! ~

Open Monday-Saturday ¢ 413-774-7430
199 Deerfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ALL THE TIME:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

The Millers Falls Library Club:
Free after school program. 3:30
to 4:45 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Pok-
er tournament, with cash prizes.
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library: Children and
their families are invited to come
enjoy stories, crafts, music, ac-
tivities and snacks. 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John-
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Friday
Night Karaoke begins on March
1. Free.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
and Laurie Davidson. Children
and their caregivers are invited.
10 to 11 a.m. Free.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip,
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Free.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Open Mic Night, 9:30 p.m.

THE LADY
KILLIGREW:

Awesome Beer
Amazing Food

Awesome

Amaging, -
Enployees!
440 Creenfield Rd, Montague MA

7 Days / Sum = 11pm (at least)
(413)367-9666

JACK COUGHLIN LLUSTRATION
ART SHOWS:

Great Falls Discovery Center,
The Painters at GCC. Open 10
am.to4 p.m.

Nina’s Nook,
Avenue A,
Turners Falls:
Sensual>Sexual>
Smut. Erotic art
by local artists.
Through  March
31.

L OC AL
EVENTS:

THURSDAY,
MARCH 28

Greenfield Com-
munity  College
Downtown Cen-
ter: Senior sym-
posium on opera:
So You Think You
Know  Puccini?
Second of two.
Pre-registration
advised. 2 to 4

p.m., $
Leverett Town
Hall: Natural history program,

“New England Forests Through
Time.” Presented by John
O’Keefe. 7 p.m., free.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield: Ed
Byme’s Latin Jazz Evolution
Quartet. 8 p.m., $

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Blue
Pearl, blues/jazz, 8 to 10 p.m.

DREW PATON and the
Pan-American
1940’S HIT PARADE
Classy Dames, Good Grub,
Romantic Music
Friday April sth, 7pm at the
RENDEZVOUS CAFE AMERICAN

Steve & Ray (Koziol & Mason).
9:30 p.m., free.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
90 Mile Portage, americana folk,
with special guest singer-song-
writer Andrew Geano. 7:30 p.m.
Arts Block Café, Greenfield:
Songwriter’'s Roundtable with
John Sheldon & Lisa McCor-
mick. 8 p.m., $

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The
Reprobate Blues Band, blues
baby blues! 9 to 11:30 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Here Come the Foxes, with San-
dy Bailey. Folk and much more.

Electro-experimental-fun-something music duo Home Body brings their
sort of music to the Rendegvous in Turners Falls on Friday, April 5.
Labelmates Happy Jawbone Family Band join them, with a sound that

makes small-caption-writers even more frustrated. Go, though! Five bux.

9:30p.m., $
SATURDAY, MARCH 30

Montague Grange: Gender Role
Free Contra Dance. Please bring
soft-soled non-street shoes to
protect the wooden dance floor.
7to 10 p.m. 3.

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Wen-
dell: Tom Rush. The actual Tom
Rush. Francis Doughty and Hill-
ary Chase to open. Advance res-
ervations available. 7:30 p.m., $

Memorial Hall Shelburne Falls:
The Last Waltz LIVE: A Re-
Creation of The Band’s Classic
Concert Film. Featuring The Rev
Tor Band & Friends including
Charles Neville, Dave Chalfant,
Ray Mason, Christa Joy, Todd
Mack, Tommy Filleo, Jeff Mar-
tell, Bruce Mandaro, and many
more TBA. All ages. 7:30 to
10:30 p.m., $

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Fireseed, celtic appalachian folk,
8 p.m.

Arts Block Café, Greenfield: La-
dies in Jazz, with Samirah Evans
& Evelyn Harris. 8 p.m., $

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The
Mark Nomad Band, funk, blues,
and beyond. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Heironymous Bogs, OPEL, and
The Frost Heaves String Duo.
9:30 p.m., free.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Roogaroos, classic rock.
9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 1

Montague Bookmill: Oweihops,
with Ora Cogan. Get there early
to get a couch. 7:30 p.m., $

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Bear Burlesque, a one-man
show by renowned acrobat/cho-
reographer/violist J. Berger. Two
performances: 10 p.m. and mid-
night. Call ahead for tickets. $

THURSDAY,
APRIL 4

Mocha
ya’s, Shel-
burne Falls:
The Collected
Poets Se-
ries, featuring
James Arthur
& Maya Jan-
son. 7 p.m.

Arts Block
Café, Green-
field: Film
screening, My
Business Is
To Sing: the
unique  pre-
sentation of
Emily  Dick-
inson and her
Music. Producer
Ernest Urvater,
writer/narrator
Susan Snively,
and composer Alice Parker will
be present for audience discus-
sion and questions. Cash bar;
light refreshments. Outreach for
Mohawk Trail Concerts. 7 to 9
p.m., free.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Falltown String Band, 8 p.m.,
free.

Bezanson Recital Hall, UMass:
Jazz Lab Ensemble, big band
repertoire with new and histori-
cal works. 8 p.m., free.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Jenn
Spingla & Alyssa Kelly, etch-a-
sketch original (folk)-rock. 8 to
10:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 5

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Drew Paton’s 1940s Hit Parade.
7 p.m., free.

Montague Bookmill: Ephemeral
String Band, old time and early
country with close harmony, and
Armand Armonin & Ben Gagliar-
di, Irish and beyond. 8 p.m., $
Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Misty Blues, blues. 8 p.m.

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The
Equalites, reggae fantastico!.
9:30 to 11:30 p.m.

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls:

Ma-

PHOTO COURTESY HOME BODY

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

Home Body, northamptonite
dance pop, and Happy Jawbone
Family Band, brattleborovian
joyful shouting. 9:30 p.m., $
CALL FOR ARTISTS

The Montague Arts Movement
calls for fine art, any medium,
from Montague residents, for
the 5th Annual May Day Fine Art
Show and Sale on May 5. Reg-
istration fee $20. Send email
to Montague.Arts.Movement@
gmail.com by April 1.

?%’u\ﬁva 2, !

The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls
Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00

Movement Studio
Community Education
Green Jobs Training

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

413-863-9576

Draft

Beer

Thursday, 3/28 8 to 10 p.m.
Blue Pearl, blues/jazz
Friday, 3/29 9:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Reprobate Blues Band, blues
Saturday, 3/30 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Mark Nomad Band, funk blues & beyondy,

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
www.DejaBrewPub.com

: ‘IS Back’v

THURS 3/28 9pm FREE

Steve Koziol | Ray Mason
(solo, together, again)

FRI3/29 9:30 $3
Here Come the Foxes
Sandy Bailey

SAT 3/30 9:30 $3
Heironymous Bogs
Opel
. Frost Heaves String Duo
[ 3

78 THIRD STREET
Tmnsfm.s. MA

ZVOUSTFMA.COM
mma-uz-zm

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

75 Main Street; Suite 105,

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTCR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR

Buil

Renaissance
ders

Office: (413) 498-0207 x2
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413) 863-8165
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsoni@comcast.net

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Quality, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

L

Ki

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

>

| 888-763-3143

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE o

Northfield, MA 01360
Matthew Edwards

‘\ i
- ’
Certified Arborist

Tree Climbing Specialist * Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding « Practicing Fine Arboriculture
Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift * Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. Insurance and Liability,
WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM ..
Wendell, MA i o
Serving Hampshire And Franklin Lounms P

413-325-7823 or 978- 544-7452

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351

CSSL # 100236

Insured
’ EASTERN
WEATHERIZATION
Specializing in Cellulose Insulation
and Vinyl Replacement Windows:
Toll Free 413-367-2228

866-262-5361 FAX 413-367-2212

‘g‘f;?____ Brian R. San Soucie
e Locksmith - CRL

Serving the Area far over 25 years Certified « Bonded® Insurcit

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

*» Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

* We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

Nina's

NooR, i

wed, - thurs.: 4 -6
fri-sat.:1-6

art . craft . design

Uniquities, Frivolities &

Unnecessariums

125a Avenue A,
Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www, ninasnook.com

413-256-6217

Iz
fine instruments

bought and sold
repaired and restored

Fretted {nstrument Workshop 5

@. 49 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. 01002 &
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We Specialize In Impossible Deadlines!

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original!

up-to-the-minute technology

180 Main Street, Greenfield » 413-774-3500+ greenfield@copycatprintshop.com

+ full color offset printing
+ digital copies

* oversize copies

+ files accepted via email

monday-friday - 8:30 am to 6 pm

+ old-fashioned personal service
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Johnnie’s Quercoat

By JOE PARZYCH

The Gill Tavern has recently
changed hands. Various businesses
have operated in that same building
going back to the early 1800’s, but it
will always be D.O. Paul’s Store to
me. [ was a customer of his delicious
penny candy from an early age. Later
it was ice cream, and then gasoline
when you got 6 gallons for $1. The
only cash slips I saved are dated from
1965 when it took an outrageous $2
or $3 to fill a car’s gas tank.

As a young boy, I'd often walk
the long trip to the library on Fridays
with my sisters, which isn’t far from
D.O.’s store.

Mr. Paul preferred to be addressed
as D.O. even though youngsters at that
time addressed their elders as Mr. or
Mrs. (Out of earshot, they called him
Dorilla the gorilla.) He weighed all of
95 Ibs. with his overcoat on. He was a
smart businessman who subscribed to
the Wall Street Journal, probably the
only subscriber in town.

As a young man, D.O. had gone
off to Washington, D.C. to seek his
fortune. He got a job chauffeuring
the Ambassador to China. D.O.’s
most memorable trip driving the
ambassador was to Kitty Hawk to
witness the Wright Brothers’ first
manned flight. When fame and fortune
passed him by, D.O. returned to Gill
to run a general store, gas station and
Ford automobile dealership. Though
he was a very intelligent, worldly guy,
I put one over on D.O. at a very early
age.

In the dark recesses of our upstairs
closet, my brother Johnnie’s overcoat
hung on a wooden hanger. The
World War I overcoat was part of the
standard Civilian Conservation Corps
uniform issued to him when he signed
up for a 6 month period during the
Great Depression. The CCC was one
of the first of President Roosevelt’s
many make-work agencies. By using
WWI army uniforms and retired
army officers to run the agency. the
CCC was up and running 35 days
after Roosevelt took office.

With no work available, anywhere,
it was a wonderful opportunity for
young mento getajobandjob training,
and even further their education in the
evening. The pay was $30 per month;
$25 went to the enlistee’s family and
$5 to the enlistee. The $5 was enough
to buy toiletries and cigarettes, but
not enough to go into town and get
into trouble. Food, clothing, lodging,

YANKEE

REALTY, MOVING
& SELF STORAGE

REALTY
Big enough to deliver,
small enough to care!

MOVING

Boxes & Packing Materials
U-Haul Rentals & Movers

SELF STORAGE
Best Rates in the Valley!

74 Mohawk Trail
Greenfield, MA

774-2331

education, arts and crafts, health and
dental care were furnished free.

The CCC sent Johnnie to Maine.
It was customary for the CCC to send
the enlistees far from home to broaden
their horizons. Like most of them,
Johnnie had never traveled far from
home. He became friends with another
enlistee who lived in Maine. Johnny
liked the wildemess of Maine, so he
re-enlisted for six more months. At
the end of that enlistment, he headed
home, hitchhiking so that he could
save his bus fare allowance to re-enter
life on his own. On the way home, in
the dead of winter, he was grateful for
the warm woolen overcoat. It came
down to mid-calf, and with the collar
turned up it sheltered him from the
cold wind.

There were a lot of hobos traveling
around the country and people were
often afraid to pick up these men who
were desperately looking for work.
After many days and nights of hitch
hiking and walking, Johnny finally
made it to our sister Mary’s house
in Greenfield in the dead of night.
When he knocked loudly on her door,
the neighbor’s dog began barking
ferociously. The neighbor got up and
began hollering, “Get out of here, you
damn hobo!”

Lights went on at other houses
because of the commotion, and
someone called the police. Mary’s
husband let Johnnie into the house
and later explained everything to the
police.

Johnny said that as he’d hitchhiked
home, kids would point their fingers
at him and chant, “See CCC!” As a
result, Johnnie hung the overcoat in
the closet and never wore it again.

One day, I made my way to the
second tier of clothes at the back of
the dark upstairs closet, and put my
hand into one of the big deep pockets
of Johnnie’s overcoat. To my surprise,
I felt coins — lots of them. They were
a little bigger than regular pennies.
I got excited, because money was
scarce and even a penny could buy
a half dozen penny candies. I took a
few coins and ran to show my older
sister, Emmy, the treasure trove I'd
found.

Emmy said, “Those are Indian head
pennies and aren’t any good. Stores
won'’t take them. Put them back and
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leave them there.”

Disappointed, I put them back, but
I couldn’t get the thoughts of D.O.
Paul’s row of big square jars full of
all manner of candy at his store. Root
beer barrels were two for a penny, but
gummy green leaves were six for a
penny. There were “liquorish™ sticks,
Mary Janes, peppermint patties and
other delightful treats.

One day, I took one of the Indian
head pennies and trudged the mile, or
so, to D.O.’s store. I picked gummy
leaves so that I could have enough
to share with my younger brother
and sister. When I handed the penny
to D. O., I held my breath, hoping
he wouldn’t notice it was worthless.
D.O. cocked his head to one side and
looked at the coin with his good eye.
The eye widened a little, his eyebrow
went up, and he slipped the coin into
his pocket instead of putting it into the
cash register. He handed me the little
brown paper bag of gummy leaves,
and I quickly left for home feeling
excited to have the candy and guilty
for cheating D.O.

A few days later, I tried passing
another worthless coin. Again, D.O.
slipped it into his pocket. The third
time I presented him with an Indian
Head penny, D.O. said, "Where are
you getting these pennies?

NI PICKLES|

Natu m”p Fcrmentec{ & Raw

We're Going Co-op!

o

We are offering an opportunity to invest in
Real Pickles in support of our co-op transition.

Interested in investing in the local food system?
‘ We invite you to contact us for more info.

www.realpickles.com/invest

NORTHEAST GROWN

(413) 774-2600

This is not an offer to sell securities. Offers are made by prospectus. There are
risks associated with this investment and you should not invest unless you can
afford the loss of your entire investment.

www.realpickles.com

invest@realpickles.com

100% ORGANIC

Greenfield, MA

“I’m getting them out of Johnnie’s
overcoat,” I said, and I left for home.
This time, I gave Emmy some of the
candy and confessed to cheating poor
old D.O.

“He’s taking them because
they’re worth a whole lot more than
an ordinary penny. Johnnie’s been
collecting them and he’ll be mad
when he finds out you spent them.
Don’t take any more.”

“Why didn’t you tell me that to
begin with?”

“I figured you wouldn’t try
spending them if I told you they were
worthless.”

I don’t think Emmy was successful
in getting the Indian Head pennies
back from D.O.

The next time Johnnie came home,
he took his collection with him, but
he never scolded me for spending
the three coins I'd taken from his
collection. He’d sometimes even offer
me a choice of either five Lincoln
head pennies or one nickel. I always
took the pennies. One day, he asked

why I always chose the five pennies.
“If I take the five pennies and lose
one, I'll still have four left, but if I lose
the one nickel, I'll have nothing.”
He laughed and said. “Good
thinking.”

“Johnnie’s Overcoat” is one of the
stories that will be read on Sunday,
April 7, in an encore debut of As You
Wiite It: a Franklin County Anthology
Volume I, edited by Laura Rodley.
The writers reading will be at the Gill
Montague Senior Center on Fifth
Street in Turners Falls.

There’ll be stories of growing up
and living life large before cell phones,
TV, computers, with the recounting
of going to Australia, serving as a
teenager in the Avmy of Occupation
in Japan, finding the perfect bridal
gown and other surprises. You'll be
sure to laugh and maybe even shed a
tear:

The reading starts at 1 p.m. Best of
all, the reading is fiee and so are the
refireshments, courtesy of Food City.

(413) 863-c28l

www.theshea.org

Tickets: $|5 available at:
www.hrownpapertickets.org

More info: www.heatlesforsale_net

Award winning tribute band returns to the SHEA THEATER!

BEATLES
FOR SALE

A\ Beatles Irlbute Band

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

MUSIC

O ,
MOVIES | |-
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from Avenue A" ]

www.couturebros.com _'

187 Avgnue A Turners Falls, MA = 413- 863 4346

AP www.thegilltavern.com
8 4' 326 Main Road, Gill, MA

woodfired pizzeria

i

Turn

ue A, Turners Falls

m
ers 7-}:/6' Pizza House

Family Owned & Op

Serving Turners Falls area for

PIZZA, GRIN

Dave Argy, Family & Staff

DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS

erated
40) Years

DERS,

www.turnersfalispizza.com
(413) 863-8000

3§ 5 N
Tre(§ill Tavern

Come Fora Drink, Stay For a Meal
Now serving Sunday Brunch! 10am-2pm

Open Wed - Sun at 5 pM
413.863-9006

LOOKING to BUY
or SELL a HOME?

Call Michele Johnson
413-522-6912
MicheleJohnsonRealtoraGmail.com

Realtor, CNE,
www.PioneerValleyliving.com
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