
By EllEn BlanchEttE 
 
On  Thursday,  March  21  the 

school  committee  met  with 
members  of  the  search  committee 
to  receive  their  recommendations 
for final candidates to be considered 
for  the  position  of  permanent 
superintendent  for  the  Gill-
Montague  regional  school  district. 
In  the  Turners  Falls  high  school 
TV  studio  where  the  meeting  was 
recorded, the members accepted the 
report  from  the  search  committee, 
thanked  them  for  their  efforts  and 
discharged them of their duties. The 
school committee will now take over 
the work of developing a schedule 
for site visits and questions for the 
final interviews, which will take 
place at the high school and will be  
open to the public.

The  superintendent  search 
committee  made  up  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  community, 
has  conducted  interviews  with 
candidates  in  executive  session 

since  early  March  to  select  the 
finalists to be referred to the full 
school committee. 

Nancy  Daniel-Green,  chair  of 
the  search  committee,  reported  the 
names of the selected candidates to 
the committee. She said they met on 
Tuesday, March 19 after completing 
their interviews and voted, selecting 
these candidates unanimously on the 
first vote. The three finalists are:

•  Patricial  Gardner,  M.Ed,  has 
worked  at  Turners  Falls  High 
School since 2010 and is its current 
principal. 

•  Michael  Sullivan,  C.A.G.S., 
is  the Assistant  Superintendent  for 
Learning,  at  Longmeadow  Public 
Schools.

•  Maureen  Ward,  Ed.D,  current 
Superintendent of the SAU Unit 18, 
in Franklin, New Hampshire.

The next step will be for members 
of  the  school  committee,  along 
with some of the search committee 
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By MIKE JacKSOn

tURnERS  FallS  –
Montague’s  attempt  to  give  the 
Strathmore Mill complex away this 
year  fell  short  of  its  target,  but  an 
opportunity  to  keep  the  process 
moving forward is still on the table. 
At their Monday night meeting, the 
selectboard  declined  one  group’s 

proposal for use of a single building, 
and heard the second group’s request 
for  a  one-year  exclusive  period  in 
which  to  study  the entire property. 
If  such  an  agreement  is  reached, 
Flight Patterns LLC, which sees in 
the  buildings  a  future  “mixed-use 
eco-center,” would invest up front in 
updating  environmental,  structural, 
and  market  assessments  on  the 

property – a deal  supported by  the 
team of town officials that reviewed 
the two proposals. If they then walk 
away, their findings could  still be 
used by subsequent developers.

“The  downside,”  noted  town 
planner  Walter  Ramsey,”  “is  not 
being  able  to  sell  the  mill  for  one 

Three Finalists Selected 
for G-M Superintendent 

Strathmore Mill: Town Turns Down  
Co-op, Considers “Eco-Center” Study

By lEE WIcKS

Opera  came  to  me  in 
1991 while the United States 
prepared for the first invasion 
of Iraq. Feeling despair about 
the  impending  war,  I  started 
watching  late  night  TV 
when  I  could  not  sleep.  In 
an  advertising  spot  Luciano 
Pavarotti  sang  “Nessun 
Dorma” to sell the album from 
the Three Tenors concert that 
had been held that summer in 
Italy.  “Nessun  Dorma”  is  a 
soaring piece  from Puccini’s 
opera  Turandot,  and  for  me 
it  became  the  beginning 
of  a  love  affair  with  opera 
that  has  only  grown  deeper 
throughout the years. A friend 
who cheered me on said, “If 
you like Puccini, you’ll  love 
Verdi,” and that became true. 
Now I treasure all the Italian 
bel canto  repertoire,  along 
with  French  and  German 
Opera.  However,  Puccini’s 
work  is  still  thrilling,  which 
is  why  I  was  delighted  to 

learn  that  one  of  the  senior 
symposiums at Greenfield 
Community  College  was 
titled,  “So You Think You 
Know Puccini.”

On  Thursday,  March  21, 
about  75  people  crowded 
the  lecture  hall  at  GCC’s 
downtown  campus  to  hear 
William  Fregosi  talk  about 
this  complex  composer.  It 
was  part  one  of  a  two-part 
presentation,  the  second 
part to be held on March 28. 
Fregosi  is a  retired  technical 
Coordinator for Theater Arts 
at  M.I.T,  a  freelance  artist, 
a  theatrical  designer  and  a 
writer and lecturer on opera. 
This  is  the  seventh  year  he 
has lectured on opera at GCC, 
and his presentations always 
draw a crowd.

In  his  course  description, 
he  wrote,  “Wagner  is  more 
intellectual and controversial; 
Verdi is more the great Italian 
icon; but Giacomo Puccini is 
almost  certainly  the  world’s 
favorite  opera  composer. 

His  operas  are  constantly 
performed. His beloved arias 
appear in film scores and 
TV  commercials,  one  even 
making the 1950s pop charts. 
Yet  popular  as  he  is,  much 
of his life is unknown to the 
public.  A  man  of  obsessive 
passions,  and  an  infuriating 
perfectionist  whose  life  was 
haunted  by  tragedy,  Puccini 
may  have  put  more  of  his 
heart and soul into his works 
than  any  other  composer. 
We’ll  explore  this  artist’s 
complex  and  deeply  felt 
life  with  special  attention 
to  the beauties of  his  lesser-
known operas. There will be 
recordings  by  the  creators 
of  their  roles  who  worked 
directly  with  the  composer, 
as well as by famous modern 
interpreters.  We’ll  also  hear 
student  compositions  he 
incorporated  into  his  great 
operas and unknown original 
passages  cut  from  Madama 

By chRIStOPhER 
SaWYER-laUÇannO

tURnERS FallS – On 
March 21,  approximately 23 
Turners Falls residents heard 
the latest refinements and 
progress  on  the  Downtown 
Turners  Falls  Livability 
Study.

The  public  presentation 
was  the  culmination  of 
several months of discussion 
and  planning  by  Montague 
Town Planner Walter Ramsay, 
various groups and individual 
residents  of  Turners  Falls, 
and  a  consulting  team  led 
by  Peter  Flinker  of  Dodson 
& Flinker from Ashfield, in 
conjunction with Ted Brovitz 
of  Howard/Stein-Hudson 
Associates from Boston. The 
study  is  funded  by  the  U.S. 
Dept.  of  Housing  &  Urban 
Development  Sustainable 
Communities Regional Grant 

Program.
The meeting’s specific 

focus  was  on  two  major 
areas: Avenue A streetscape 
proposals  and  marketing 
and  branding  of  downtown 
Turners.

The  meeting  began  with 
Flinker  presenting  a  draft 
vision statement that stressed 
the  pride  residents  take  in 
their  downtown.  It  began 
“Downtown  Turners  Falls  is 
a vibrant, diverse and livable 
community.  We  value  the 
beauty  of  the  Connecticut 
River surrounding our village 
and  honor  her  long  history 
of  providing  us  with  food, 
power,  transportation  and 
recreational  opportunity.  We 
are  proud  of  the  industrial 
foundations  that  have  given 
rise  to  both  our  distinctive 
architecture  and  the  hard-
working,  creative  ethic  of 
our  community.”  Further  on 

in the statement was a vision 
for  the  future  couched  as  an 
actuality: “A mix of locally-
owned  businesses  thrive  in 
storefronts along a beautiful, 
active and pedestrian-friendly 
Avenue  A.  Key  vacant 
properties  are  re-energized 
with  new  uses  that  bring 
more  people  and  businesses 
into  downtown.”  Flinker’s 
presentation  attempted  to 
show  how  this  hope  for  a 
revitalized  Avenue  A  could 
become reality.

According  to  the 
consultants,  a  central 
element  in  the  revitalization 
of  downtown  Turners  is  
refurbishing  the  Avenue 
A  streetscape.  Flinker  and 
his  associate,  Kate  Tooke, 
presented  several  proposals 
for  greening  the  avenue  and 
creating  a  more  direct  link 

Turners Falls Residents Presented with 
Progress on Downtown Livability Study

How downtown Turners might look if  the livability plan is implemented.

see lIVaBIlItY page 6

PUCCINI: WORLD’S FAVORITE OPERA 
COMPOSER LIVES at GCC SYMPOSIUM

The town of  Montague has struggled to attract investment to the landmark mill complex.
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By BRITTANY BRUCE AND 
RENNY SKIATHITIS

Greenfield’s Danny Cruz has 
made a name for himself as lead 
singer, composer, and conductor 
of the local “mud-lightning-metal” 
ensemble Flaming Dragons of 
Middle Earth. 

FDoME, coming off a years-long 
Thursday afternoon residency and 
open practice session at the Brick 
House in Turners Falls, is gearing 
up for a Northeast seaboard 
tour, culminating in an April 16 
show at Feeding Tube Records in 
Northampton. Since 2008 the band 
has released a number of small-run 
cassettes as well as a well-received 
2010 LP on Feeding Tube label. 

Reporters Bruce and Skiathitis 
were granted an audience with the 
prestigious Cruz Dog last Friday. 
Here is what he had to say.

B&S: How would you describe 
your style of music?

DC: It’s EDCM Rock. It’s 
Dark Sludge Metal, Crust Punk, 
Psychedelic, Euro-Pop, Electronica, 
Mud Lightning Metal, better than 
Anthrax.

B&S: Who came up with the 
band name and how?

DC: I came up with the band 
name in a dream about Lord of the 
Rings.

B&S: Who would you cite as 
your musical influences?

DC: Lady Gaga, Jethro Tull, 
GG Allin, Marilyn Manson, Nine 
Inch Nails, Alice Cooper, The 
Beatles, Cannibal Corpse, David 
Bowie, Anthrax, Fleetwood Mac, 
ZZ Top, Lil’ Wayne, Spinal Tap, 
John Lennon, Flaming Dragons of 

Middle Earth, Bob Sakula, Moscow 
Mule, OFC, Madonna, Donnie and 
Marie, Michael Jackson, Gladys 
Knight, Cyndi Lauper, a little bit of 
Ke$ha, The Fugees, Hurricanes of 
Love, Pantera, Exodus, Tool, Bob 
Marley, Yellowman, Shania Twain’s 
“Man, I Feel Like a Woman”, Neil 
Peart, Jimi Hendrix, Pat Benatar, 
Devo, Talking Heads, Motorhead, 
Hawkwind, Sun Ra, Coheed and 
Cambria, Paramore, Fall Out Boy, 

My Chemical Romance, Weezer, 
The Doors, Misfits, Danzig, Rod 
Stewart, The Faces, ‘Til Tuesday, 
Queen, Iggy Pop, Cheap Trick, The 
Kinks, The Who, Bone Thugs-n-
Harmony, Tupac, and T-Rex.

B&S: Who writes the lyrics?
DC: Brittany Bruce, Robin 

Whitcomb, Frank the Hurricane, 
friends, and Danny Cruz.
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Review By ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE

 
The Little Shop of Horrors, book 

by Howard Ashman and music by 
Alan Menken, is not a story for the 
faint of heart. There are beautiful 
songs and drama, surprises, humor, 
but let no one fool you. This story is 
dark – a musical version of a Greek 
tragedy. The movie version had a 
happy ending, the play, not so much. 
At least the three part harmony girls 
manage to not get eaten by the big 
green plant that lives in the little 
flower shop where everything takes 
place.

This weekend, the Franklin 
County Technical School presented 
The Little Shop of Horrors at the 
Shea Theater as its first musical 
theater production. The cast was 
small with some performers playing 
several parts. 

Ashton Morse as Audrey and 
Mosha Eisenburg as Seymore were 
wonderful in the lead parts. Each 
played a young person struggling 
with life, thinking they didn’t have 
much to offer. Eisenburg dragged 
himself around the stage, sat and 
stared, showed with his physical 
demeanor a young man who thought 
he deserved to be treated badly. He 

hung his head and sighed a lot. That 
was before the plant started making 
him a party to murder. But then the 
lovely Audrey was also a sad girl, 
someone willing to date a man who 
beat her. On the musical side, the 
solos by Eisenburg and his duets 
with Morse were some of the best 
performances in the show. Morse 
has a strong lovely voice and hers 
was a powerful performance all 
around.

Daniel Prasol, who was director, 
choreographer and played the part 
of Dr. Orin Scrivello, was perfect as 
the purely evil dentist who loves to 
cause people pain. He got big laughs 
but no sympathy when Audrey II 
ate him. 

The most fun were the girls who 
sang in beautiful three part harmony, 
and filled in between every scene 
with some bit of entertainment. 
Hailey Perkins-McCraw as Crystal, 
Lindsey Mailloux as Ronnette, and 
Lydia Dodge as Chiffon’s voices 
blended so well. Each one is a 
talented singer in her own right and 
together they were glorious to watch 
and hear. 

The true star of the show, of 
course, was the big green man-eating 
plant, the Audrey II that brought 
Mr. Mushnik (played by Ashton 

Morse), the owner of the flower 
shop, so much wealth and success 
until it ate him. Bringing Audrey II 
to life were puppeteers Eric Paige 
and Rhamsses Diaz-Santiago as the 
plant’s deep scary voice. 

Sam Kimberley, Amelia 
Kendrick, and Alexis Plante played 
several parts. Music direction was 
done by David Maloney. Lighting/

sound director was Lee Carey. 
Brittany Park and Joseph Menko 
made up the technical crew. Bessie 
Coutu was in charge of costumes 
and makeup. Maureen Grout was 
the stage manager. Joycelyn Croft 
and Business Technology took care 
of the programs and tickets. The 
floral arrangements were provided 
by FCTS Landscaping Shop. 

The entire cast and crew should 
be proud of the work they did to 
bring this show successfully to the 
stage. Judging by the enthusiastic 
applause and laughter throughout 
the show, as well as the cheering 
at the end, I would say this first 
attempt at musical theater was a 
great success, and one that we hope 
we can all look forward to again. 

Little Shop of Horrors

Seymore (Mosha Eisenburg) and Audrey (Ashton Morse) with the always hungry man-eating plant, Audrey II, in the Tech 
School’s production of  “Little Shop of  Horrors” this past weekend at the Shea Theater in Turners Falls. 
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In His Own Words: 
Danny Cruz

Cruz, in a candid moment at a show at the John Doe Jr. record store last month. 
Photo by Scott Seward.

Death Mitt Knee, by Danny Cruz. On display at the Brick House Teen Center. 














