
By SHIRA HILLEL

Every year, the Pew Research 
Center’s Project for Excellence 
in Journalism releases a huge 
report called “The State of the 
News Media.” Their 2013 report 
came out this week.

According to the report, almost 
half of Americans say they watch 
local news “regularly” and that 
it is their main source of news. 
Yet, local TV news is getting 
substantively flimsier; it used to 
consist mostly of crime, traffic, 
sports and weather. Now it’s 
almost only those things. From 
the report:

“When sports, traffic and 
weather are combined, the airtime 
time devoted to these subjects 
rose from 32 percent of local TV 
newscast studied to 40 percent of 
local TV newscasts studied – a 
25 percent increase. Indeed, Pew 
Research’s examination of 48 
evening and morning newscasts 
in late 2012 and early 2013 found 

that 20 of them (or 42 percent) led 
with a weather report or story.”

Weather is useful information 
that people want to know about. 
A local news outlet should offer 

accurate and helpful weather 
forecasts, especially in today’s 
volatile climate times. But is 
more weather being reported at 
the expense of other less “sexy” 
information? Again, from the 
report:

“The same basic trend was 
seen in coverage of politics and 
government. In 2005, those topics 
accounted for 7 percent of the 
airtime studied. By 2012/2013, 

that coverage had been more 
than halved – to 3 percent of the 
airtime.” 

Only three percent of local 
news airtime is about what local 
and state governments are doing. 
Pew says the “accidents/bizarre 
events/disasters” topic made up 
13 percent of local newscasts.

With the declining print 
newspaper industry, it’s hard 
for people to learn about what 
is going on with their local 
governments. 

While it is still easy to keep 
up with national issues – for 

instance, The New York Times 
has a good website that gets a lot 
of traffic – very few are reading 
reporting from the statehouse 
anymore.

What will happen if 
substantially fewer people hear 
about what state legislatures 
are doing? If the local news is 
unwilling to shine a light on local 
politics, local politicians will 
operate nearly unchecked. 

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Nan Riebschlaeger, En-
ergy Committee chair, opened 
the March 13 Wendell select-
board meeting by presenting to 
the board and the town a check 
that was large, both physically 
and monetarily. The check for 
$138,125 was written to the town 
by the state for becoming a Green 
Community by following the state 
guidelines for that designation. It 
represents grant money that Wen-
dell may receive for environmen-
tal improvements in town. 

Along with the check, Riebsch-
laeger brought signs to be posted 
at road entrances to the town, and 
a plaque signed by Governor De-
val Patrick, all proclaiming Wen-
dell a green community.

The award is part of the Green 
Community initiative throughout 
the commonwealth to encourage 
investment in renewable energy 
and reduce waste. “Community 
by community, we are protect-
ing our environment, reducing 
municipal costs and making Mas-
sachusetts a clean energy leader,” 

said Patrick.
The energy committee has al-

ready chosen projects for the first 
two of those grants and has sent in 
two applications: one for a ther-
mal imager to find leaks in town 
buildings and in private homes, 
the second for an ASHRAE 
(American society of heating, re-
frigeration and air conditioning 
engineers) audit of town build-
ings.

Selectboard member Dan 
Keller said that the state now says 
that a dog officer is no longer 
enough for towns; instead towns 
must have an animal control of-
ficer, able and willing to deal with 
other problem animals, except 
for wildlife. Wendell’s dog offi-
cer, Maggie Houghton, said she 
is not eager to deal with non-dog 
domestic animals, such as cats. 
Trying to imagine other domes-
tic animals, board members were 
silent a minute until Keller sug-
gested ferrets, which can be a 
problem especially if they get out 
in an apartment building. Locally, 
when farm animals have escaped, 
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Only three percent 
of local news airtime is 
about what local and 
state governments are 
doing.

Wendell Gets a Big 
Green Check

Nan Riebschlaeger presented the Wendell selectboard members Dan Keller, 
Jeoffrey Pooser and Christine Heard with a novelty sized check 

for becoming a Green Community on March 13. 

By KATIE NOLAN

Common core state standards, 
curriculum frameworks, de-
construction, job-alikes, IXL, 
Math Boxes, spiraling: This is 
elementary school teacher tech-
talk. 

Union 28 hosted a professional 
development day titled 
“Pedagogical Shifts Prompted 
by the Common Core State 
Standards” for Erving, Leverett, 
Shutesbury, and Swift River 
Elementary school teachers and 
staff on March 15, where the 
participants used these words 
and phrases freely and everyone 
understood what they meant.

The pedagogical shifts — 
pedagogy being the art and science 
of teaching — are the changes 
teachers have leeway to make 
in order to give their students a 
lasting foundation in arithmetic 
procedures and mathematical 
understanding, while still meeting 
national and state standards for 
content.

The common core state 
standards developed by the 
National Governor’s Council list 
the expectations for what students 
should know at every grade level. 
The Massachusetts Curriculum 
Framework for Mathematics, 
contained in a ¾-inch thick 8 
½ by 11 blue-paper handbook, 
merges the core curriculum with 
Massachusetts state standards. 
Many of the teachers carried 
their framework books with them 
into the workshop, and referred 
to them through the day. The 
Massachusetts framework has 
overarching standards for all 
grades, including: “Make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving 
them”; “Attend to precision”; 
and “Look for and make use of 
structure.” It also includes specific 

goals, such as “develop fluency 
and accuracy with addition and 
subtraction with numbers within 
100” for second graders.

M i k e 
Flynn, award-
w i n n i n g 
teacher and 
a s s o c i a t e 
d i r e c t o r 
of Mount 
H o l y o k e ’ s 
Mathematical 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Program, led 
the workshop, 
a l t e r n a t i n g 
short lectures 
and teacher 
discussions. 
Some of the 
pedagogical shifts he highlighted 
(focus, coherence, application, 
fluency, deep understanding) 
are general terms, but he and 
the teachers made them specific 
by developing solutions to math 
problems illustrating the shifts 
and by discussing how these shifts 
work in actual classrooms.

At the workshop, participants 
were divided into tables of “job-
alikes.” The second grade job-
alike group (second grade teachers 
and para-professionals spread out 
over the four elementary schools) 
included a teacher with over 
30 years of elementary school 
experience, and one in her third 
year of teaching. These job-alikes 
meet four times a year, outside of 
workshops, to discuss issues and 
share strategies specific to their 
grade.

Initially, the teachers from 
the various schools described 
their structure for teaching math, 
from breaking math time up 
into numerous small sessions 

throughout the day, to starting with 
math first thing in the morning 
and focusing on the number of the 
day, to scheduling math games 

Jo
sh

 h
ei

n
em

a
n

n
 P

h
o

to

Music teacher Melinda Swanson leads students in song in the vocal portion of  the district-wide concert that brought together 
elementary, middle school and high school students in a presentation under the theme, “Cover the World With Love.” 

Union 28 Teachers Talk Shop:  
Investigations in Numbers, Data, Space and Everyday Math

see MATH page 5

According to Pew, Local News Coverage is Getting Worse
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give them something positive to 
do.” 

Wilson believes that 
communities need more public 
investment in the arts and support 
for arts education for the overall 
benefit. He sees this as a priority. 

An attendee asked: “How do we 
build up political momentum to 
get what the creative community 
needs?” Wilson responded, 
“Organize audiences. People of 
communities are inspired by great 
art – that’s what makes a place 
special.” Wilson wants to harness 

community voices to send a clear 
strong message to political leaders 
to get them to support the arts. 

“Even though a lot of money 
flows through the Mass Arts 
Cultural Council state agency, 
their budget is still half as big 
as it was ten years ago in 2002,” 
said Wilson.

Wilson described several goals 
his agency is trying to tackle. 
MASSCreative is pushing to bump 
up the Mass Cultural Council 
budget by $3 million to restore it 
to what it once was. This money 
could, for instance, help pay the 

operating expenses needed to 
keep Turners Falls RiverCulture in 
business. Currently, RiverCulture 
depends on grants from year to 
year, and can never rely on long 
term support. 

Wilson said that at the end 
of January, MASSCreative 
submitted a petition with over 
5,000 signatures to Governor 
Deval Patrick to show the broad 
based support for increasing the 
Mass Cultural Council budget. 

Going From “STEM” 
to “STEAM”: Another 
MASSCreative effort aimed at the 
Department of Higher Education 
is to increase requirements 
that encourage innovation and 
creativity.  

Several commentators have 
focused on the critical need to 
educate our young people not just 
in STEM subjects (Science+Tech-
nology+Engineering+Math) but 
to add the Arts in order to make 

STEAM. Wilson argued that “the 
humanities, and arts in particular, 
stimulate, exercise, and train the 
innovative side of our brains.”

Science Tech Engineering 
Math (STEM) is a mantra that’s 
driven into education policy. “If 
we added the arts (STEAM) then 
that would allow for innovation,” 
said Wilson.

His agency would like to add 
at least one year of arts education 
to the list of college requirement 
courses, so that students would be 
more well-rounded and have key 
skills. MASSCreative has been in 
talks with business managers and 
college professors to lobby for 
this added requirement. 

The third main push of 
MASSCreative is to increase the 
funding and grants that build and 
maintain cultural facilities. 

In our area, Double Edge 
Theater, Historic Deerfield and 
the Eric Carle Museum have 

all received grants to keep their 
facilities running at top level. 

With this upcoming weekend’s 
Creative Economy Summit in 
Turners Falls, these are very 
timely ideas for our community. 
Visit the Creative Economy 
Summit website, www.
creativeeconomysummit.com, 
for a list of events. 

Information on MASSCreative 
can be found at www.mass-
creative.org or by contacting 
MASSCreative’s Executive 
Director, Matthew Wilson at 
mwilson@mass-creative.org or 
(617) 350-7610.

More information on Fostering 
Art & Culture Project can be found 
at www.fosteringartandculture.
org, or by calling RiverCulture 
director Lisa Davol at (413) 230-
9910.

CREATIVE from page 6

TURNERS FALLS – For the 
first time in its 35-year history, the 
Franklin County Technical School 
is staging a musical, which will 
be performed over two days this 
weekend.

The popular musical, Little 
Shop of Horrors, directed by Dan-
iel Prasol, with musical direction 
by David Maloney, will be per-
formed on Friday and Saturday, 

March 22 and 23, at the Shea The-
ater in Turners Falls. Performance 
times are 7 p.m. on Friday and 2 
p.m. on Saturday. 

Prasol, who is a science teacher 
at FCTS, said he and Maloney, the 
school’s music teacher, have been 
discussing putting on a musical 
for “a couple of years.” 

This is the first musical Prasol, 
who performed in theater produc-

tions when he was a student at 
Turners Falls High School, has 
directed. 

“We thought this would be a 
venture we would want to under-
take,” he said. “We have a great 
group of kids who are doing a ter-
rific job. They’re putting 100 per-
cent of their effort into it.”

The nine-member cast is head-
ed by Mosha Eisenberg, a junior, 

in the role of Seymour, and Ash-
ton Morse, a senior, as Audrey. 
The cast includes three seniors 
and one junior, with the rest made 
up of sophomores and freshmen.

Prasol said he chose to stage 
Little Shop of Horrors because it 
is a less complicated production 
and therefore would be a great 
introduction to musical theater at 
FCTS.

“We started without a bud-
get, so it seemed like a logical 
choice,” he said. “You don’t need 
a large cast and it’s not expensive 
to run. But, it’s a fun musical that 
everyone is familiar with.”

Tickets for Little Shop of Hor-
rors are on sale now by calling 
(413) 863-9561, ext. 233. Tickets 
will also be available at the door 
on the day of the performances.

Back row, L-R: Sam Kimberley (Colrain), Lydia Dodge (Buckland), Rhamsses Diaz-Santiago (Greenfield), Eric Paige (Deerfield), Mosha Eisenberg (Deerfield), Adam McConchie 
(Bernardston), Hailey Perkins-McCraw (Ashfield). Front row, L-R: Ashton Morse (Rowe), Amelia Kendrick (Greenfield), Alexis Plante (Greenfield), Lindsey Mailloux (Erving).

Horrors Cast Gears 
Up for Tech’s 
First-Ever 
Musical
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Life
By JAY COMEAU

Bare knuckle fighters hardly exist anymore. Gun-toting 12-year-olds are the ones you have to watch out for because they have to prove themselves, 
make a name. Bloodshed, people dead, mothers left crying because their babies are dying, because someone walked down the wrong side of the street. 
Have you ever felt the burn of a bullet, watched the flesh melt wondering if you’ll get through it? Have you ever lain across the back seat of your boy’s 
car half dead, the whole rug covered in red, slowly closing your eyes, fighting to stay alive? I have. I’ve got the scars to prove it but I don’t brag about 
it because I’m not proud of almost dying.

You should have seen the look on my mom’s face. When are you guys gonna stop? One of you is gonna end up dead. She was right. But instead of taking 
me it was my little sister’s life. 31 years old, two beautiful girls left without a mother. She followed every path I took. She loved her older brother. I’ll 
never forget her smile. I still hear her cries. She comes to me in my dreams, tells me she’s all right. I made her so many promises but still continue 
to lie.  

A family is supposed to last forever but I’ve watched it go away. I haven’t talked to my mom in two years. She still blames me for many tears. She was 
only 15 when I was born and it was my grandparents who raised me. I started selling drugs for my parents when I was 14. All I got is a habit. I can’t 
even enjoy a cold beer with my boys without thinking about getting high. Take a look next to you, some of you may feel my sighs.

As I sit in this well time winds away. It’s a hard lesson waiting to be free: no one to run to, no place to call home. Who are you supposed to turn to 
when you’re all alone? There is fear in my mind, my body’s in pain, mastery of control is dying inside of me.  

When will it stop? How much can a person take! These decisions I’ve been making control my fate. Only the angels can save us now but can they see 
through darkened clouds?

My story always ends with a bizarre little twist.

How long can I go on like this? 

In the end do you really think I’ll be missed?

I reply with stone-cold fist.

Is reality a glimpse that I’ve missed?

Or is my life going to end in a place like this?

Jay Comeau is serving time in the Franklin County House of Corrections. 

This autobiographical poem was written in the context of a writing course offered there. 

Sudoku
Here’s the way it was on March 20, 2003: 
News from the Montague Reporter’s archive.

New Police Station Off To A Good Start
In case you’re wondering what all the con-

struction is about on Route 2 down by the 
MassHighway state garage, it’s Erving’s future 
police station. Calling them may be a prob-
lem. Since last week Erving is supposed to be 
united under one area code — 413. But don’t 
try telling that to the telephone operators when 
you call 411, half of them still think half the 
town’s in 978.

New Mexican Restaurant a Definite Plus
If you haven’t been tuned in to the Tex-

Mex grapevine, you might have missed Mesa 
Verde’s arrival. It’s tucked away on Fiske Av-
enue — that courtyard in Greenfield right off 
Main Street that features a furniture store and, 
until several months ago, a Chinese restau-
rant.

Montague Struggles with Staff Shortages
Budget woes overshadowed most agenda 

items at the selectboard meeting on Monday, 
March 17. The board began by dealing with 
short staffing at the highway department and 
the water pollution control facility. 

Bob Trombley, WPCF Superintendent, not-

ed he had two plant operator vacancies... John 
Little, the control facility’s mechanical handy-
man, was appointed to one of the operator po-
sitions on a 30-day temporary basis.

Saving the North Leverett Sawmill
The February meeting of the Leverett His-

torical Society activated the Sawmill Fund, 
to help preserve the North Leverett Sawmill, 
which many old-timers still call Dan Glazier’s 
Mill, though Glaziers haven’t owned it in a 
while. The fund was activated in response to 
the recent partial collapse of that more than 
200-year-old structure under the weight of 
winter snow.

Neighbors Lend A Hand
This year Clifford Hatch, of Center Road 

in Gill, has only put out 400 taps and buckets, 
less than usual due to the late season. His main 
help this year will come from his sons Reese 
and Malcolm. With any luck, Hatch hopes to 
wind up with 100 gallons.

Editorial: Bring Them Home
We are completely opposed to the war Amer-

ica is launching, as we go to press, against the 
nation of Iraq. We consider it reckless, defiant 
of global opinion, and likely to lead to a more 
dangerous world...

Looking Back: 10 Years Ago This Week








