
Helen 
Purple's 
Cr©~-~och 
fHbx~r M Page 8 

IB<OJlriln~h Mo${f©rriroJlril~ 
on St. Patrick's 
Day 

Page 16 
LAKE PLEASANT MILLERS FALLS MONTAGUE CENTER MONTAGUE CITY TURNERS FALLS 

tlQJe outape l\t11ot1er 
YEAR 10 - NO. 24 also Zfruing Eruing, @ill, TI:fl.tfr ftt anh Wfnhfll 75¢ 
REPORTER@MONTAGUEMA.NET THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES MARCH 15, 2012 

What Will Become of the 
Former Cumberland Farms Building? 
BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
TURNERS FALLS -
RefeITed to simply as 'the 
Cmnby' since the corpo
rate owner left in 1991 
after eight years of litiga
tion with the state of 
Massachusetts over the 
lot's taking through emi
nent domain, the fo1mer 
Cmnberland Farms build
ing on Avenue A and 2nd 
Street has se1ved various
ly as the meeting place
office of the Montague 
Economic Development 
Investment Corporation 
(EDIC), and briefly as the 
office for Turners Falls 
RiverCulture director 
Lisa Davol, an especially 
short-lived use ended 
abmptly by lack of heat 
and an incipient leak in 
the roof. In the recent past 
the Deerfield Valley Art 
Association revived the 
Cmnby for a couple of 
month-long spring art 
shows and sales. 

These days, however, 
the building sits empty 
and forlorn. Its roof has 
let in several seasons of 

precipitation, mining the 
drywall in much of the 
2000 foot space. The 
moisture has done its part 
and grown mold in the 
generous dampness. Its 
exterior has the air of a 
building with an inferiori
ty complex; and indeed, it 
does find itself forlorn 
amid the finer examples 
of western New England 
architecture with the town 
hall across Avenue A, the 
restored Crocker Building 
on the comer of 2nd 
Street and its nearest 
neighbors, the magnifi
cent Discovery Center 
complex. 

Though not nearly in 
the state of decline seen 
in its distant neighbor, the 
Griswold Cotton Mill, 
you Inight say the Cumby 
exists on boITowed time. 
Its state of suspension has 
gone on for decades, one 
year shy of30 years, to be 
exact. 

One might say the 
Cumby has come to a 
crossroads in time, the 
moment when it will 

either take on new useful 
life, or be removed for the 
fatal flaw of uselessness. 
If it had an interesting 
roofline, or an historically 
impo1tant cornice, or sur
face decoration, but it has 
none of these - it is and 
was meant to be a utilitar
ian stmcture. 

It does have two sig
nificant viitues. The first 
is its location at the ve1y 
end of the Gill-Montague 
Bridge, one of the three 
bridge entrances to the 
village of Turners Falls, 
hence an impo1tant gate
way to the town as a 
whole. This is the one 
bridge that will be, in less 
than two years, a mar
velously reconstructed, 
beautiful version of its 
fo1mer dilapidated self. 
Getting off the bridge, the 
Cmnby is one of the first 
buildings one sees. 

The second virtue is 
like the first - location. 
The building is located 
within the bounds of the 
Discove1y Center Park, as 

see BUILDING pg 8 

Relax - with Joe Parzych 
BY JANEL NOCKLEBY 
GILL- Joe Parzych's writ
ing career began in gram
mar school in his home-
town of Gill when he 
"wrote essays for the other 
kids who didn't have much 
imagination." For the last 

ten years, 
Joe has 
been 
stiITing 

the 
[. iinag-

A.MNIYEASA.RY ination 
CAMPAIGN of our 

readers 
with colorful articles on 
everything from the 
No1thfield MountaiI1 silt 
transfer project to bank 
heists of yore in Tm11ers 
Falls, from the barking 
dogs of Hickory Hill to 
how to bake a cheny 
chocolate cheesecake. 

In hopes of eventually 
getting an education, 
Parzych enlisted in the 
a1my, where by age 17 he 
was se1ving as a public 
relations writer in 
Hokkaido, Japan for U.S. 
paratroopers after World 
War II. For Parzych, writ
ing has been a lifelong 
"fo1m of relaxation" and a 

necessaiy compulsion at 
the end of the day, even 
over the objections of his 
family for his use of a 
noisy typewriter late at 
night 

Parzych was the only 
member of his iinmigrant 
faiming fainily to graduate 
from college. While he's 
had "a million jobs" over 
the years (iI1cluding sales, 
owning an excavation 
company, inte1viewing ai1d 
photographing writers, and 
seekiI1g his fortune in 
California ai1d failing to 
find it), wntmg, for 
Parzych, has been one con
stant, as evidenced by the 
ve1y long list of magazines 
and newspapers that have 
published his work, iI1clud
ing Yankee Magazine, 
Yankee Books, Reader :S 
Digest, ai1d Hardhat News. 

Joe's connection to the 
Montague Reporter begai1 
with Yeai· One, Nmnber 
One, with a front page 
story on the renovation of 
the Colle Opera House on 
Avenue A iii Tmners. "It 
was at GCC in a creative 
writing class that I first met 
Reporter editor David 
Detmold, thinking David 

had slipped a cog when he 
told me he was involved in 
starting a newspaper iii 
Tm11ers Falls," he recalled. 

Parzych 's memofr, Jep :S 
Place: Faith, Hope and 
Other Disasters, was pub
lished in 2006 and reprint
ed serially iii the Reporter 
as well. In it, Parzych 
recorded his memories of 
growing up in Gill, iii a 
family of 13 children with 
no washing machine. "It 
was kids, wall to wall," he 
writes on page one. 

Thankfully, Parzych 
continues to write for om 
nonprofit community 
newspaper with the same 
flair he brought to his 
memofr. 

If there is a story, 
Parzych will fmd always it. 

You cai1 look fo1ward to 
his next expose: FDR at 
War, in the ve1y next issue 
of the Montague Reporter. 

While you wait, don't 
Inisplace that retm11 enve
lope for the Montague 
Reporter's 10th Anniver
saiy Capital Campaign. We 
depend on readers like you 
to briI1g the work of great 
writers like Joe Pai-zych to 
yomdoor. 
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Dan and Nina Keller joined local communes in the 1960s. Thv, sta;•ed, and contintte to farm the land. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD Speaking to a packed bom in a howling blizzard 
WENDELL - In a nation hall at GCC's downtown in Febma1y, 1946, in one 
tom apa1t by an unde- campus, Keller asked, of those awful Inill towns 
clai·ed war in Vietnam, by "Why would I do some- in eastern Massachusetts, 
war in the streets of Watts, thing so silly as to not and lived to tell about it. 
ai1d Newai·k, ai1d Chicago, show up to my gradua- My parents were and are 
Daniel and Nina Keller tion?" at Amherst College hardworking, ordina1y 
joined others of theii' gen- in 1968, where he had people lacking the 'bene
eration and moved to the learned not just from his fits' of higher education 
hills. Communes sprang professors but also from and the ove1whelming 
up in many pa1ts of student activists like angst ai1d cynicism which 
America as idealistic col- Mai-shall Bloom. come with it. I was thus 
lege graduates and college "I had tried to explain it not raised in what most of 
drop-outs, hippies and rad- to my pai·ents back then. you would call a middle
icals, followed the advice Maybe I can explain it bet- class envfronment, lucky 
of Joni Mitchell ai1d head- ter now." for me. Were I tiue to my 
ed back to the land, back to Keller cited two of the roots I'd now be a laborer 
the Garden. seminal texts of his gener- in a paper or textile Inill, 

Here in Montague, and ation, Walden, by Herny man-i.ed and the father of 
in Wendell, and just over Thoreau, and Growing Up two children, a veteran of 
the border in Guilford, VT Absurd, by Paul Goodmai1, action in VietI1am, ai1d a 
three of those communal as major influences on the reasonably brainwashed 
fanns took root and pros- back to the land commu- communicant in a Roman 
pered in a network of nai·ds of his not quite grad- Catholic, predominantly 
mutual suppo1t dming a uating class. Walden, a Irish pa11sh. Instead, I run a 
heady time of liberation paeai1 to living siinply in lazy good-for-nothing 
news, organic composting, self sufficiency in the dropout, probably a 
ai1d anti-nuke orgailizing. woods, extolled the viitues Communist dupe, ai1d live 

Dan Keller, now a of agra11anism (not to on a communal faim way, 
selectman in Wendell, mention civil disobedi- way into the backwoods of 
where he ai1d Nina still ence) while Growing Up Ve1mont. What went 
fa1m the land he moved to Absurd rejected the pencil wrong?" (Ray Mungo, 
after refusing his college pushing confonnity of the Famous Long Ago) 
diploma iii protest of the 50s and early 60s for a life Moving from Mungo to 
Vietnam Wai·, took to the of individual wo1th and Dickens, Keller called the 
podium of a Greenfield self expression. 60s "the best of times ai1d 
Community College sen- Keller, who smnmered the worst of ti.Ines," with 
ior symposium on on a faim as a teenager, the violent suppression of 
Thmsday, Mai-di 8th, to said, "The die was cast in civil rights, 50,000 u·oops 
talk about those utopiai1 te1ms of my relationship in Vietnam, the assassina
days, and to connect thefr with the modem world by ti.on of Kennedy, King, ai1d 
communal model to othe1-s the time I was a fresh- Kennedy, above ground 
that preceded them, like mai1." ato1nic testing and a Inis-
Brook Fa1m in West And he was not alone. sile crisis in Cuba that 
Roxbmy in the 1840s. And Quoting from Ray brought the world to the 
perhaps, in a world where Mungo, one of the brink of nuclear wai·. 
protest01-s ai·e once again fom1de1-s of the Liberation At the saine time, the 
encainped in front of the New Se1vice, a collective 60s gave bi.Ith to many 
po1tals of power, to point that provided copy and grassroots struggles: 
the way to a future where anti-war fe1vor to the bm- against the Vietnam War, 
the fiuits of common labor geoning underground for women's 1-i.ghts, black 
ai1d the bounty of the land press on and off campuses liberation, gay liberation, 
can be shai·ed communally across America in the late and the back-to-the-land 
again. 60s, Keller read, "I was see COUNTRY pg 12 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Arwen Seeks 
Her Aragorn 

Arwen 
I'm a three year old female 

shorthair cat named Alwen. I 
am a huge fantasy buff! Not 
really, but I'm guessing whoev
er named me is a Tolkien fan. I 
approve, especially as Alwen is 
a love-worthy and strong 
female character. Believe it or 
not, one of my favorite toys is a 
laser light - so very sci-fi./fanta
sy of me, eh? I am a proud and 
quiet kitty cat who has my 
sights set on a loving and kind 
household and my journey 
won't be complete until I find it. 

Come meet me! I'm a mem
ber of the Lonely Hearts Club! 
This means that I've been avail
able for adoption longer than 
most of the other kitties and my 
adoption fee is 50% off! 

For more info about adopt
ing me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or 
info@dpvhs.org. 

• BOTTLES 
&CANS 

Week of March 19th 
in Montagu 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llslings 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3L\eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

ei1-or occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis
ing for any reason a11d to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subsc1-iption Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 
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LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Hockey Puck Winner & Civil War Re-enactment 
Congratulations to Emma 

McIntire, age 7, of Leverett who 
participated in 
the Leverett 
Library's summer 
reading program 
in 2011. She was 
a winner of a 
Boston Bmins 
hockey puck, 
which was signed ...____.., 

by player Milan Lucic. The 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
,------.. .. Commissioners 

in partnership 
with the Boston 
Bmins provided 
prizes to a few 
lucky summer 
reading partici
pants from across 

u..-..- the state. 

Brad Hendricks, Leverett resident and Civil War re-enactor, at the 
Leverett Library on March 11th. He roasted a chicken while talking to 

visitors about 111hat life was like for soldiers in camp. 

CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 
Bands-On Science 

LINDA IDCKMAN 
TURNERS FALLS -A 
donation of $225 from 
the No1theast Founda
tion for Children to the 
Carnegie Library is 
helping suppo1t the 
Homeschool Hands-On 
Science series at the 
Library. According to 
Amanda Verlander of 
the donation committee, 
"Each year, our non
profit is allotted a small 

Naomi Johnson of Mi/Im 'Falls found touching a Van de Graajf electrostatic 
generator a hair raising experience at a recent Homeschool Hands-On Science 
session at the Carnegie Library. Instructor Jim Klaiber is in the background. 

March 15, 2012 

At the Books in Action party at Leverett Elementary on March 9th: Craig 
Martin, magician and Shutesbury parent, entertains Leverett students (l-r) 

Thomas Dion, Cole LaClaire and Ethan H0111ard tvith one of his card tricks. 

The Wendell COA Film Serles Presents Two Films: 
Colossus &The No. I Ladles' Detective Agency 

On Sunday March 18th at 
7:00 pm., the Wendell Free 
Library will present ''The No. 1 
Ladies' Detective Agency." This 
quirky whodunit was adapted 
from Alexander McCall Smith's 
hit mystery novels, filmed entire
ly on location in Botswana. 

The library will screen 
"Colossus: The Forbin Project" 
on Saturday March 24th at 7:30 
p m. The film integrates two 
familiar themes - a Cold War 
"Doomsday" scenario, and com
puters that nm amok - to produce 
a truly engrossing thriller. This is 

amotmt of money in our fiscal 
budget to give to local groups and 
organizations that promote educa
tion, fight htmger, provide shelter 
to those in need and that make our 
community a better place to live 
in, especially for yotmg children. 
Our public libraries provide so 
many valuable resources to adults 
and children alike, that we are 
pleased to offer our support." The 
Home- school Hands-On Science 
series has been extended through 
April 10th. It meets on 
Wednesdays at 1: 15 p m. at the 
Libraiy. Call the Camegie Libraiy 
at 413- 863-3214. 

another film in the monthly series 
of Science Fiction/Fantasy and 
Horror/Monster movies at the 
Wendell Free Libraiy, located in 
the center of Wendell. 

Admission is fre.e to both 
films. Call 978-544-7762 for 
more information. 

Great Falls Middle School 

Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Riley Watroba 

Grade 7 
Amanda Savinski 
Veronika Sankova 

Grade 8 
Catherine Landers 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

-~ 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - March 19th to 23rd Feel like a 
GILL-MONTAGUE - Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. Kerry 
Togneri is the meal site manager. 
Council on Aging director is 
Robe1ta Potter. All fitness classes 
are suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are accept
ed. Appointments are now being 
scheduled for free AARP tax aid. 
For info1mation, meal rese1va
tions, or to sign up for programs, 
call 413-863-9357. Messages can 
be left on our machine if the cen
ter is not open. 

Monday, March 19th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
12:00 p.m. Pot Luck & Bingo 
NO Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, March 20th 
NO Seated Health Program 
1 :00 p.m. RAD Class 
Wednesday, March 21st 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, March 22nd 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 

1 :00 p m. Pitch 
Friday, March 23rd 
10:00 am Aerobics 
10:45 am Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 1 Care 
Drive, Eivingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for activi
ties and congregate meals. For 
Center and program info1mation, 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at 413-423-3649. 
Lunch is daily at 11 :30 a.m., with 
rese1vations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at 413-423-3308, 
for meal info1mation and reserva
tions. Transpo1tation can be pro
vided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Please call the 
Senior Center to confum activi
ties, schedule and to find out 
when the next blood pressure 
clinic will be held. 

The Erving Council on Aging 
will host a conflict-resolution 
workshop. The classes will be led 
by Mediator and Trainer, Mari 
Rovang and will occur for four 
consecutive Tuesday aftemoons 
in April from 3:30 until 5 p.m. 
Call Polly for more infonnation 
or to register. 

Monday, March 19th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m.Osteo Excerise 
12:00 Pitch 
Tuesday, March 20th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10: 15 a m. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, March 21st 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 22nd 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Posture Pe1fect 
Fliday, March 23rd 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 am. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Ltmch - Fridays, 12:00 
p.m. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 
For info1mation, contact the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5, or at coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760, for 
hours and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 

Brand New Personl 
With a Haircut 
at Ed's 
Barber 

~ 1~ 1,. Shop 
74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Crew Products • Gift Certificates 

"56 Years on the Ave" 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - There are signs of 
spring in Wendell, and else
where. A Mourning Cloak butter
fly was spotted at 8:00 a.m. on 
Monday, March 12th, and a bob
cat was seen crossing West Street 
that same morning. Robins are 
almost eve1ywhere in our towns, 
along with cedar waxwings feast
ing on the crabapple tree buds on 
Avenue A in Turners Falls. It was
n't much of a winter; we're glad 
it's almost gone! 

The Franklin Conservation 
District invites all to attend a pub
lic meeting about the Sawmill 
River Restoration, to be held at 
the Montague Public Safety 
Complex, 180 Turnpike Road, in 
Turners Falls on Thursday, April 
5th, at 7:00 p.m. Come discuss 
proposed designs and methods of 
restoration. For more than 30 
years the Sawmill River has been 
prone to jump its banks and 
threaten bridge safety, damage 
roads, farmlands and private 
property. For more infonnation, 

contact Deborah Shriver, 
Franklin Conse1vation District, at 
413-665-8142 or debbieshriv
er@gmail.com 

Mud season has also come to 
Wendell, so be cautious this week 
when approaching Wickett Pond 
Road and other di.it roads in 
town, unless you want to keep the 
tow tmck driver happy. Same 
goes for residents in other towns 
- stick to the paved roads, if you 
can. 

The Greenfield Savings Bank, 
282 Avenue A, in Turners Falls 
will offer pre-St. Patty's Day 
festivities on Friday, March 16th, 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon with 
Irish folk music thanks to Mr. 
Raymond Madntire and his wee 
friend, Robe1t Lord. Madntfre 
plays a "mean banjo" and is 
always a lively attraction to any 
event. His good humor, fancy 
dress, handsome countenance 
and quick wit are sure to chaim 
the shamrocks off your shoes. 
That is "no blarney." 

A Polish Easter Bazaar will 
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be held at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Church, 87 K 
Street, Turners Falls on Saturday, 
Mai·ch 31st, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 
pm., just up the 7th Street hill 
from Food City. Polish crafts and 
home-made foods will be fea
tured, along with raffles and 
more. To rent a table at this popu
lar annual event, or for more 
info1mation, contact Shfrley 
Webb at 413-773-7202. 

Barton Cove in Riverside and 
the Power Canal in Turners Falls 
are two great spots to view 
migrating birds in Mai·ch. Join 
No1thfield Mountain Recreation 
and Environmental Center for 
''Birding along the Connecticut 
River" on Saturday, Mai·ch 24th 
from 1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 pm. This 
program will begin indoors at 
No1thfield Mountain, with a brief 
introduction to field identification 
tips, and then head out in search 
of ducks, geese and other migra
tory bfrds along the Connecticut 
River. Bring binoctilai·s and a 
field guide if available. The pro
gram is free but will require cai·
pooling and is recommended for 
ages 12 and older. Pre-registra
tion is required. Call 800-859-
2960. 

Send local briefs to: reporter
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

This Week on MCTV: Occupy Channel 17 
BY CINDY TARAIL 
MONTAGUE - First in a series 
highlighting MCTV member
producers and their videos airing 
on MCTV Channel 17, and 
online. 

Andrea Nasca of Turners Falls 
created the hour-long video 
"Occupy Wall Street Meets 
OccuNoho on Northeast 
Solidarity Tour: General 
Assembly," recording the activi
ties of Occupy No1thampton dur
ing a visit in early Febmaiy by a 
contingency of Occupy Wall 
Street (OWS) from New York 
City. 

Nasca, a new member-produc
er at MCTV and a member of the 
Occupy movement, produced the 
video with the help of MCTV's 

technical coordinator Owen 
Weaver. Her daughter Ayana, a 
sixth grader, helped crew. 

Nasca said, "The video cap
tures a general assembly, in 
which locals had a chance to con
nect not only with the OWS con
tingency but with one another, in 
many cases for the first time. It 
was a good opportunity to see just 
how strong and diverse the local 
movement has become. Activists 
new and old spoke in tum about 
their concerns, vetted various 
strategies for progress on both the 
local and national levels and 
developed working groups for 
various issues." 

Nasca's next segment of pro
gramming on this topic will fea
ture "Occupy the Cinema," a col-

Video Public Service Announcements at MCTV 
Montague Community Cable, 

Inc. (MCCI) has created a simple 
and quick news and info1mation 
service for local organizations, 
town government and residents. 

Cindy Tarail, Montague 
Community Television's 

(MCTV) outreach coordinator, 
said, "While our regular public 
service announcements are use
fol, we know there's so much 
more to say about elections, festi
vals, police work, fire safety, 
what the 6th grade is up to - and 

lection of sho1t films made by 
worldwide Occupy activists, and 
will feature more footage from 
the OWS visit with Occupy 
No1thampton activists. 

For more info1mation, email 
Nasca at 
andreamnasca@gmail.com and 
look for Facebook pages on 
Occupy Greenfield, Occupy 
Northampton, and Decolonize 
Western Mass. 

MCTV invites members of the 
community to learn how to make 
local Tv, to boffow equipment 
and to crew on member produc
tions. Contact MCTV at 413-
863-9200 or visit montaguetv.org 
for the program schedule and to 
access online streaming of local 
video programs. 

many more topics of interest to 
our viewers. You could even 
come in and read a sto1y and have 
it broadcast on afr. We want any
one to be able to make TV with a 
minimum of foss ... So we set up 
what we're calling a Quick Shot 
seat." 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE TOWN CLERK 
OpQ__ortunities Abound for 

New Town Meeting Members 
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There are many open seats available for Montague town meeting 
for the May 21st town election. Seats available are as follows: 

Precinct One: One - 3 year seats open 

Precinct Two: Four - 3 year seats open 
One - 1 year seat open 

Precinct Three: One - 3 year seats open 
Three - 2 year seats open 
Two - 1 year seats open 

Precinct Four: One - 3 year seat open 
One - 2 year seat open 

Precinct Five: Two - 3 year seats open 

Precinct Six: Four - 3 year seats open 
Two - 2 year seats open 
Three - 1 year seats open 

Consider mnning for town 
meeting. The annual town meet
ing meets every first Saturday in 
May. Usually, a special town 
meeting is held in the spring and 
again in the fall. 

It is ve1y easy to become a 
town meeting member. 
Nomination papers can be 
obtained from the town clerk's 
office. Only ten signatures from 
registered voters from your 
home precinct are required to 
earn a place on the ballot. 

The deadline to obtain papers 
is Thursday, March 29th by 5:00 
p m., and all nomination papers 
must be returned to the town 
clerk's office by Monday, April 
2nd by 5:00 pm. 

For more information, call 
the town clerk's office at 413-
863-3200, ext 203. Office hours 
are Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 pm., 
and Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6:30 pm. Town hall is closed 
on Fridays. 

Montague Congregational Church 

7~t Annu~ S1!llgar Supper 
Saturday, March 24th, 2012 

5:30 p.m. 

Menu: 
Combee£ hash. baked beansp Hmard 

beetsp coleslaw, homemade bread/ donuts 
Sugar on Snow 

Adults $12.00 
Children under 10 $5.00 

Call for reservations or for take-out: 413-774-7256 

Please support our advertisers! 
Tell the1n you sa,,- it in 

~IJt fflontaaue ~tporttr 

Owen Weaver, MCTV's tech
nical coordinator, will have the 
camera set up and ready most 
weekday afternoons. And since 
there's no editing - this is one
take recording - he'll start over 
again if you flub the first try. 
MCTV staff have some simple 

guidelines to help people who 
would like to make these video 
clips - from what to wear to what 
you can or can't talk about on 
public access TV 

To sign up, contact 413-863-
9200 or vMontagueTv.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

. 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Stree1 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Local G?.EENF/ELO 
\'t,\\~t.\\~ CO~PERATIVE EXCHAfiG 

~°""" ;1..,,fil:> Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

HOUSE PAINTING 

lotcri_or 978-544-6534 w .. udell Exterior MA 

• • --~--~-~ .... ~-~~~-~..-. 

1N GOO,D COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS ANO OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED. CPR CERTIFIED 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
StUJdio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ,-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter~-com 

·~---::a. • 

Community YoQ:a 
& WELLNESS CENTYR 

beginners welcome 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

change 
your mind 

change 
your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 
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Town Governinent 
Needs You 

We live in a pa1t of the coun
try where democracy is still a 
vital, living institution. We are 
privileged to be able to partici
pate directly in shaping the con
ditions of our daily lives, the 
education of our children, the 
paving of our roads and disposi
tion of our tax dollars, even the 
burial of our dead and the 
memorials of our depa1ted sol
diers. We chafe at mandates set 
upon us by Boston and 
Washington, but by and large, 
we are free to work together to 
make of our towns vital, thriv
ing communities where our sen
ior citizens are suppo1ted, our 
youth provided with recreation
al opportunity, our fa1ms pre
se1ved, our wetlands protected, 
our local history documented 
and made available to all. 

If there is another part of the 
world where democratic rights 
are as available to all citizens as 
they are in New England, where 
town meeting is generally open 
to every town resident to get up 
and speak their piece, and, in 
most towns, vote their minds on 
any matter that pertains to civic 
life, we haven't heard ofit. 

How is it, then, that each 
year, the citizens who se1ve on 
our town boards and commit
tees, who cany fo1ward the 
institutions that maintain our 
cherished freedoms, seem to get 
older and greyer, while the 
ranks of bystanders who carp 
and criticize from the sidelines 
seem to grow larger, younger, 
and ever more disengaged? 

Last year, in Montague, an 
effort was motmted to reduce 
the number of elected town 
meeting members, the people 
from each precinct who can 
ach1ally vote on the town's 
budget and bylaws after debate 
on each agenda item is closed 
off to the rest of the townspeo
ple. That effo1t was narrowly 
defeated. The tendency to con
centrate decisionmaking in 
fewer and fewer hands is usual
ly advanced in the name of effi
ciency. But once removed, dem
ocratic rights are rarely rehuned 
by the few to the many, at any 
level of government. 

Yet today, 26 vacancies 

remain for seats on Montague's 
elected town meeting, vacancies 
in eve1y pait of town, with just 
two weeks left for citizens to 
take out papers and collect ten 
signahu·es from their neighbors 
to take a seat on the town's leg
islative branch. 

The incumbent selectboard 
member up for re-election in 
Montague this year, Mark 
Fairbrother, appears to be win
ning a free ride to another three 
yeai· term, as no one has taken 
out papers to give him a nm for 
that most important town office. 
Without a competitive race, 
there is little oppo1ttmity or rea
son for the incumbent to even 
state his position on the issues, 
his plans for economic develop
ment in town, the management 
of town departments, the main
tenance of infrastructure and 
services, the goals he intends to 
pursue in a second te1m. 

Is the town so satisfied with 
Mr. Fairbrother's performance 
that no one cares to nm against 
him? Or is apathy the winner in 
a forfeited race? 

In Gill, vacancies exist on the 
capital improvement commit
tee, the conservation commis
sion, the historical commission, 
the recreation commission, the 
zoning boai·d of appeals, and 
again the incumbent selectboai·d 
member, John Wai·d, appears to 
be nmning tmopposed. 

Whatever town you live in, 
and however long you've lived 
in it, the tmth is you are the 
recipient of a rare and endan
gered fo1m of self-government 
that has been handed down to 
you tlu-ough generations in New 
England. 

Before we get too fai· along 
as a nation in our campaign to 
bring democracy at the baiTel of 
a gtm to the other parts of the 
world, we might do our best to 
make sure democracy is alive 
and well in Americ itself. Best 
to strut right where we live. 

And as we have often said, 
and will say again, democracy is 
not a spectator spo1t. Go down 
to your town clerk's office and 
find out what you can do to get 
involved. Your town govern
ment needs you. 

~------------------------, Sign Me Upl 
D $20 for half year subscription 
D $25 out-of-area subscribers 

11tl)e ;fflonta1JUt l\ieportier 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Name: -------------------
Address: -----------------
Town: _____ State: ____ Zip:. ____ _ 

L------------------------~ 
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Tired of the Trillion Dollar Cost? 
The Thousands of U.S. Soldiers Killed and Wounded? 
The Korans Burned .... Children Assassinated ... Allies Bombed ... 

Inmates Tortured ... Corpses Defiled .. . 

in a Country that has Successfully Resisted Every Foreign Army since Alexander the Great? 

SARAH DUPREY ILLUSTRATION 

LETTERS TO Jj THE EDITOR 

Hats Off at GM Schools 
Regarding the hat policy at 

TFHS, (MR X #22 - Notes from 
the G-M School Committee), I 
applaud the sh1dents, sh1dent 
cotmcil and the student cmmcil 
representative for using the dem
ocratic process to ny and change 
the hat policy. I must disagree 
with the proposals brought fo1th 
by tlie sh1dents, which will only 
multiply the problems if accept
ed. (The sh1dents propose being 
able to wear hats before school, in 
the hallways and in tlie cafeteria.) 

Two options come to mind in 
thinking about this situation. 
One would be to allow students to 
wear hats all day in all settings 
during the school day. The sec
ond option would be to keep the 
cmrent school policy forbidding 

the weaimg of hats. This elimi
nates the gray areas that would 
surely arise if the students' pro
posal is accepted. 

Teachers have so many inter
mptions during the day, the new 
policy would only magnify 
opporhmities to intem.1pt the 
leaining process. Supe1mtendent 
Ekstrom pointed out the incon
sistencies that could ai'ise if some 
teachers allowed or disallowed 
the weaimg of hats. It would be 
difficult on the learning process 
because more time would be 
spent making ce1tain students 
comply with the new policy. 

There are always tliose that are 
going to push the limit and waste 
more time. By keeping the cur
rent policy regai·ding hats, it's 

clear what students should 
expect. 

I believe keeping the cmrent 
policy in force, and monito1mg 
the removal of hats immediately 
at the entrance door is tlie proper 
procedure. Apply the conse
quences that cmrently exist or 
establish new ones and follow 
tlu·ough on them. Once inside the 
building dmmg tlie school day: 
no hats, after the school day: hats 
could be worn. 

In a democracy many ideas ai·e 
brought before gove1ning bodies. 
Sometimes the ideas ai·e accept
ed, and sometimes the answer is 
no. 

-DavidYez, 
Monmouth, IL 

More on G-M Hat Policy, and other Concerns 
I am writing today to voice my 

concems over the conduct of the 
GMRSD School Committee and 
its oversight of its own policies. 

I tuned into the meeting on 
Mai·ch 13th just in time to witness 
the travesty of the 'hat vote'. 

The utter lack of collegial 
respect tlie committee has for 
each other was evidenced by the 
members' facial expressions. The 
discussion and vote on the hat 
policy was a stellai· example of 
what is wrong with this commit
tee. 

First, when you have a student 

Jffilontagut l\.eporter 

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

initiative that is engaging in the 
democratic process in a very 
proactive way, the sh1dents 
should be afforded proper 
respect. Each member of the 
committee should have read the 
policy change proposal before the 
meeting, not at the meeting. 
Committee members should have 
come prepared to discuss the 
issues on the agenda .. 

In light of this, Joyce Phillips' 
suggestion that the committee 
consult with the Massachusetts 
Association for School 
Committees was an embairnss
ment. Do that before the meeting 
is called to order, if you want to: 
it's called reseai·ch. 

Comments by Sandy Brown 
to the effect of, ''I don't know 
enough about it to vote," should 

see CONCERNS page 5 
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NOTES FROM THE GILL MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE The request from the students, 
presented in a format that includ
ed the smvey, asked that students 
be allowed to wear hats in the 
hallways before and after school, 
in the cafeteria, and in classrooms 
at a teacher's discretion. Hats 
would not be allowed in the audi
torium dmmg presentations, or 
morning meetings. 

wearing hats in the school com
mittee manual. 

Still No Hats for Turners High School Singleton offered a motion to 
vote in favor of the students' 
more liberal hat policy, as pre
sented, which failed, 5-3. 

BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
TURNERS FALLS - John 
Hanold, chair of the Montague 
finance committee, came before 
the school committee Tuesday 
evening during public pa1ticipa
tion to speak about the issue of 
declining school emollment. 

School committee member 
Jeff Singleton has brought up the 
issue of declining emollment sev
eral times in recent meetings, and 
interim superintendent Nadine 
Ekstrom has agreed it is an 
important issue requiring atten
tion. 

Hanold said things learned 
from the past will help the district 
make changes for the foture. He 
said he knew other towns faced 
similar problems, and suggested 
school committees work together 
to help find answers to the prob
lem of declining emollment. 

As pa1t of her superintendent's 
report later in the meeting, 
Ekstrom presented a preliminary 
evaluation of student emollment 
decline by grade level for the 
period between October 1st, 2010 
and October 1st, 2011. At the 
Gill-Montague schools, the num
bers showed the largest decline in 
6th grade (20) 8th grade (39) and 
12th grade (62). 

The school committee will 
discuss the data f\.uther at their 
next meeting. 

School committee elections 
will be held on May 21st. 
Available are three seats, one for 
Gill and two for Montague, all for 
three year terms. 

Three members are up for re
election: Jennifer Waldron from 
Gill, Kristen Boyle and Jeffrey 

CONCERNS from page 4 

not be uttered. If they are, it 
means you are remiss in your 
responsibilities to prepai·e for the 
charge that we, the voters, have 
entrusted you to execute. 

If a high school student does 
not prepai·e for a classroom dis
cussion or a test, that would be 
reflected in his or her grade. 

Secondly, the student repre
sentatives were made to wait an 
inordinate amotmt of time while 
the committee went into another 
executive session we might right
ly name "Endless Adventures in 
La La Land". The agenda set 
aside 30 minutes for the session; 
it went for over an hour. They 
made those kids wait to hear a 

Singleton from Montague. All 
have filed papers to be on the bal
lot. 

Waldron, who will be seeking 
a second term, appears enthusias
tic about her work on the com
mittee, saying she tries to be fair 
to both sides in an issue. 

Boyle, a long te1m school 
committee member, is also nm
ning for another term. 

In an email this week, 
Singleton said he has reservations 
about se1ving for another tem1, 
but has filed papers to keep his 
options open. He said he won't 
make a decision tmtil closer to 
the election when he sees what 
other candidates have to say. 

Singleton then tore into the 
cultme of the school committee, 
saying, "The cmTent condition of 
the school committee is abysmal. 
Last night's vote on the [student] 
hat policy was an embanassment. 
There are also serious violations 
of district policy and even out
right legal violations the commit
tee is ignoring. They won't even 
discuss the issues involved." 

Singleton continued, "Last 
night's vote on the hat policy was 
an insult to the students who put 
in a huge amotmt of work on this. 
They took two polls, came to 
numerous meetings, even formed 
a subcommittee at our urging. 
The vast majority of students and 
most faculty at the high school 
suppo1t the change. The cunent 
policy is a remnant of old fears 
about gangs. It se1ves no cunent 
pmpose except as a petty insult to 
students. The whole thing has 
taken up an absurd amount of 
time on the school committee 

decision on a school night, tmtil 
9:30 pm.? 

So let's review, they care so 
much about our students the 
committee completely disregard
ed the stuvey results, an appropri
ate time frame to make the deci
sion, voted it down, and failed 
entirely to introduce an amended 
motion. Jen Waldron saying she 
would have voted for the change 
if they had included the cafeteria 
as a "hat free zone," applauding 
the students' effo1ts, but failing to 
reintroduce the amended motion 
is about as hypocritical as it gets. 
Par for the course. 

These ai·e but recent examples 
of the committee's failure to 
f\.mction proactively. When has 
the committee addressed the 

agenda and now the committee 
wants to spend even more time 
discussing it." 

Singleton, in an tmlikely cam
paign statement for a candidate 
nmning for reelectio11, said, "The 
committee is totally dysf\.mction
al. You want to stay on to try to 
change things, but it is like beat
ing your head against a brick 
wall. There will be a petitioned 
article on the annual town meet
ing wanant to change the compo
sition and method of electing the 
committee. I would urge students 
- tmderstandably frustrated - not 
to quit, but to work to change this 
committee." 

The hat policy mentioned by 
Singleton did get a thorough 
hearing on Tuesday night, with 
Sam Danford, student cotmcil 
representative, presenting stuvey 
data to the committee abot the 
students' position that the no hat 
policy in force at G-M schools 
should be lifted in ce1tain areas of 
school buildings. 

Committee member Jane 
Oakes suggested the format of 
the survey led to confosing 
results numerically, because 
questions were posed to allow for 
several answers. A respondent 
could pick more than one answer 
tmder a pa1ticular heading, so the 
results added up to more than 
100%. Other members of the 
committee pointed out the sur
vey's sample size was smaU, with 
only 14 teachers taking pait. 

Neve1theless, Danford got a 
great deal of praise and suppo1t 
from the majority of school com
mittee members for his hard 
work. 

issue of the recent playground 
bullying? When has the commit
tee voted to properly discuss the 
(possibly tmjust) fumg of staff? 
They can't even agree to talk 
about it, never mind do anything 
about it. Why should I entrust my 
children's education to a system 
that caI111ot even adhere to its 
own policies? If I did, would my 
child tell me in the car ride home 
that a btmch of kids beat the crap 
out of him? I want to hear from 
the supe1mtendent or the school 
committee that they have 
addressed these concerns. Not 
that they "followed protocol," 
because if that is so, something is 
te1ribly remiss in the protocol. 

The problem of the GMRSD 
is the GMRSD. The adrninistra-

Danford said teachers are 
inconsistent in enforcing the no
hat policy. He said some teachers 
tell students to take off their hats 
when they weai· them in the hall, 
while others don't. Some teach
ers allow students to wear hats in 
the classroom, which means they 
ai·e allowing students to break 
ctment policy by doing so. 
Danford ai-gt1ed that by allowing 
teachers discretion in the class
room the committee will improve 
the situation for eve1yone. 

Some committee members 
balked at the idea of students 
wea1mg hats in the cafeteria. 

Waldron had done some 
research on the matter. She said 
in the past, hats were associated 
with gangs, but that might no 
longer be an issue. But she was 
concerned about teaching social 
norms to students. 

Sandra Brown of Gill agreed, 
saying historically men never 
wore hats indoors, although 
women did. 

Boyle said, "There have been 
a lot of changes, respect seems to 
have been lost in the shuflle -
[it's about] old fashioned man
ners." 

Joyce Phillips of Montague 
said she felt the policy needed to 
come back to the school com
mittee, because although the no
hat policy was included in the 
student handbook there was no 
pai·allel policy regarding students 

tion is so self obsessed and 
engaged in petty conflict (next 
time watch the facial expressions 
or condescending tone on TV), so 
married to the idea that they 
couldn't possibly do anything 
wrong, that they ai·en't able to do 
anything productive, not even 
so me -

An attempt was made to 
amend the motion by eliminating 
hat weaimg in the cafeteria, but 
the committee decided to table 
the matter for another meeting 
and fo1mulate the policy them
selves. 

Members assmed Danford 
that he and the students had not 
wasted their time; the school 
committee will give serious 
attention to the isstre. 

Next was an executive session 
dealing with two separate mat
ters: one regai·ding the negotia
tions with a fo1mer nonunion 
employee leaving the district, and 
the other regarding an tmdis
closed matter "to discuss strategy 
with respect to litigation, because 
an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the litiga
tion position of the committee." 

The meeting opened briefly, 
long enough for Amy Wales to 
give her repo1t to the committee 
regarding her company's audit of 
district business management, 
then went back into executive 
session for over an hour, recon
vening at 9:15 p.m. 

The committee approved war
rants, voted to accept the audit 
repo1t and the recommendations 
of the Western Mass Electric 
Company presented at the last 
school committee for energy sav
ing upgrades. 

Meanwhile, students were 
busy rehearsing for their musical 
Bye-Bye Birdie in the auditorium. 
Performances are Friday and 
Saturday night at 7:00 p.m. and 
Stmday afternoon at 1 :00 p.m. 

sage to you, school committee 
and superintendent, is this: you 
ai·e a real and contributing factor 
in the Level 4 status of our 
schools, so do better. 

-Kathleen Lynch 
Montague II 

. thing as 
trite as 
a n 
amended 
"hat pol
icy," an 
issue of 
obvious 
concern 
to the 
students. 
My mes-
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NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SELECTBOARD 

Override Unlikely for Now 
BY DAVID DETMOLD- come up with a standard these as the equivalent of 
"I'm looking at a $35,000 fo1mat for department six more students in Union
surplus, at 1 % sala1y heads to forecast capital 28. Whichever town in the 
increases for town employ- planning needs. The town union has the most students 
ees," town administrator hopes to set aside a suffi- enrolled becomes the lead 
Margie McGinnis told the cient sum in stabilization town, and sets the rate of 
selectboard on Tuesday, as from now on to cover not benefits for union employ
she gave her best estimate only the expected cost of ees, at present. Eiving has a 
for the town's balance sheet vehicle replacement for more generous benefit 
heading into the coming various departments, but package for employees 
fiscal year. also items like computer than other U-28 towns. 

Translation - the possi- se1vers for the elementary D'Ei11co said the fact 
bility that Leverett voters school, bullet proof vests that Union-28 is providing 
will face a Proposition 2½ for the police, and air packs some suppo1t se1vices for 
ove1ride this year is fading for firefighters. Items like upper school students from 
in the reaiview rniirnr. these have tended to show Eiving is "a contracted 

McGinnis atti'ibutes the up in the iniddle of routine se1vice," but not something 
better than expected budget budget heai'ings, swprising that should be allowed to 
forecast to a strong effo1t the selectboai·d. weigh in deterinining how 
by the Leverett school Finance cominittee many elementaiy students 
cominittee to reduce their chair Don Gibavic said the each town has enrolled in 
budget increase, to bring it town has tried to set aside U-28 schools. 
in line with Proposition 2½. about $89,000 each yeai· in Hajir said special legis-

Back in November, stabilization, an increase lation is expected to cleai· 
school cominittee chair from $70,000 a few years Beacon Hill soon to allow a 
Fai·shid Hajir had original- ago. Tbis money has main- change in how benefit lev
ly wained the selectboard ly come from free cash els ai·e agreed to by the five 
to expect a budget hike for recently, rather than from a towns that make up Union
the elementaiy school on budget line dedicated for 28. But he said a kink in the 
the order of$120,000, with the ptupose of fonding sta
an additional $29,000 on bilization at town meeting. 
the town side of the budget But under the proposed 
to pay the health benefits of plan, which would give the 
newly hired special educa- finance and select boards a 
tion classroom aides. better overall picture of 

But the school cominit- depa1tmental needs pro
tee has since knocked their jected fo1ward for five 
requested increase down to years, the dollar amount to 
$19,832, for a final number be set aside in stabilization 
of $1,731,999, a 1.16% may rise above $100,000 a 
increase over last yeai·'s year, and the amount of 
elementary school budget. free cash at the end of each 

McGinnis said numbers fiscal year may no longer 
for the town's share of the meet this need. 
cost of employee health The selectboard met 
insurance also came in bet- with Hajir and took up a 
ter than eai·lier projections. discussion of the structure 

The selectboai·d subse- and enrollment policy of 
quently voted to grant a 2% Union-28. Board member 
cost of living increase for Peter d'Eirico wanted to 
town employees, chipping know why the town of 
$5,000 offMcGinnis's pro- Erving is able to count 
jected $35,000 swplus. Eiving upper school stu-

Hard numbers for state dents as I/10th of a student 
aid await budget delibera
tions at the legislature, so 
the town administrator's 
forecast remains a best 
guess. 

In addition to the above 
agenda items, the select
board discussed capital 
planning procedures with 
capital improvements com
inittee chair George Drake 
and the finance cominittee 
on Tuesday, and agreed to 

for ptuposes of deterrniil
ing how many students 
Eiving has enrolled in the 
elementaiy school union. 

At present, Eiving has 
60 upper school students 
tuitioning into vai'ious area 
high schools (Eiving does 
not have an agreement to 
send its students to one pai·
ticular high school), so 
going by 'past practice,' 
Erving is able to count 

union's structure has the 
towns of Leverett, 
Shutesbwy, and Eiving 
sharing equal representa
tion on the U-28 adviso1y 
cominittee with the towns 
of New Salem and Wendell 
though the latter towns 
have formed an odd hyb11d, 
part union part regional 
school, in their joint Swift 
River elementaiy school. 

Hajir said he did not 
know for certain whether it 
would be the selectboards 
of the five towns that 
would meet to dete1mine 
how benefits will be allo-
cated to union employees, 
if the special legislation 
passes as expected, or 
whether it would be the 
selectboards of Leverett, 
Shutesbury and Erving 
meeting with the Swift 
River school cominitteeto 
make that decision. 

Hajir said about half a 
dozen students have left 
LES recently for the 
Chinese immersion chaiter 
school, bringing anywhere 
from $12,000 to $16,000 in 
state aid with them. Hajir 
said the school cominittee 
is planning to swvey par
ents to find out why they 
have chosen to leave LES. 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Operating Budgets on the Rise 
BY KATIE NOLAN ly, monthly, and seasonal Brunett said it looked 
ERVING - On March maintenance tasks, and like pipes in the boiler 
12th, senior center direc- would be preparing time building were covered 
tor Polly Kiely presented a estimates for the tasks and with asbestos and the 
FY' 13 budget request for forwarding those to the grout used on the brick 
$94,463, an increase of selectboard. surface of the boilers 
$8,997 over last year, with Kiely said she thought might also contain 
no increase for Kiely's the senior center would be asbestos. In addition, he 
sala1y. reh1ming approximately reported that the copper 

Selectboard chair $10,000 to the town from pipes and antique brass 
Andrew Goodwin ques- this yeai·'s budget, in pa1t gauges and metalwork 
tioned Kiely about a 55% because the move to the from the boiler doors had 
increase in the senior cen- new senior center was been stripped from the 
ter maintenance budget. delayed tmtil December, building. Although he 

Kiely told the board the resulting in fewer months saw two leaks in the 
maintenance worker had of costs for running the building's roof, he said he 
been using the allotted ten building. She added, thought the roof could be 
hours per week for indoor "Until we're here for a patched. 
tasks, and she wanted to year or two, we won't Asked by Sha1p about 
be prepared for grotmds really know how much is scheduling another meet
maintenance activities in required to nm the build- ing with the school com-
the spring and summer, as ing." inittee about the FY'13 
well as winter snow Town administrator Erving Elementary 
removal, in case next win- Tom Sha1p repo1ted the School budget, Goodwin 
ter is not so easy. town of Montague would said, "If they're coming 

Selectboard chair be paying proportionally with the same budget, I 
Andrew Goodwin more for the Ervingside wouldn't want to waste 
remarked, "We have a wastewater treatment their time." 
huge budget issue," and plant, because they were He noted the school 
suggested the senior cen- sending a greater amotmt committee's budget had 
ter "make do" with the of wastewater for treat- remained unchanged at 
current $6,000 mainte- ment. The selectboard their second meeting with 
nance budget. agreed it would be a good the finance committee, 

The selectboard also idea to meet with the after a request from 
asked Kiely to prepare a Montague selectboard for finance to reduce their 
detailed list of tasks done a continued discussion of proposed 13% increase 
by the maintenance person costs for the improve- over last year's budget. 
along with estimates of ments at the Eivingside Goodwin wondered if the 
the time needed for each water treatment facility, selectboard could simply 
task, so the senior center's completed in 2010. In the use a different budget 
budget request could be fall of 2010, Eiving asked number than the one pre
based on hard evidence. Montague to discuss shar- sented by the school com-

A 75% increase for sen- ing costs for the $5.6 inil- mittee when the town 
ior center electricity also lion upgrade, according to meeting wanant is pre-
wananted comment. a decades old agreement pared. 

Kiely said the bill is to share capital costs at the In their role as water 
approximately $1,600 per shared facility. commissioners, select-
month, and the geothe1mal The Montague select- board members consid
heat pumps use a lot of board balked, saying they ered the revenue shortfall 
electricity. had not been contacted in for the water department. 

Noting that architect advance of the upgrade, Goodwin suggested water 
John Catlin estimated and has since explored the rates could be raised by 
much lower electricity possibility of sending 20 cents per 1,000 gal
usage for the building, sewage from Millers Falls Ions. He said some 
Goodwin asked, "Why to the Montague treatment neighboring towns have 
was the architect so wrong plant, via a forced main. lower water rates, and 
in the estimate of electri- Usher plant re-use wondered what the driv-
cal use?" committee member Gary ers were for Eiving's rate. 

Town administrative Brunett reported on a site "Maybe we're over
coordinator Tom Sharp inspection at the former staffing," he said. 
said Catlin "admits that he boiler building. The The board decided to 
blew it." major problem he saw ask superintendent Pete 

Contacted after the was the fo1mer fuel tank Sanders to call other local 
meeting, Kiely said, in the boiler room held 43 towns and compare their 
before hiring the mainte- inches of liquid in it. staffing levels and costs 
nance worker, she had pre- "The water was pretty to treat water with 
pared a list of daily, week- dirty," he said. Eiving's. 
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NOTES FROM MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 
Right-to-Farm Bylaw Causes Discussion 

NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 
Police Chief's Contract up for Renegotion 

BY JANEL adopting a right-to-fa1m 
bylaw, the town would 
save money on agricultur
al prese1vation restrictions 
(APR) transactions. 

board of health has BY DAVID DETMOLD 
NOCKLEBY - Members 
of the recently re-grouped 
Montague agriculhiral 
commission and town 
planner Walter Ramsey 
presented a draft right-to
faim bylaw, in hopes of 
getting it on the warrant 
for the May town meeting. 

Selectboard members 
Mark Fairbrother and 
Chris Boutwell (Pat Allen 
was absent) approved 
placing the bylaw on the 
warrant, but revisions may 
be needed before the 
bylaw lands in the town 
meeting members' infor
mation packets at the end 
of the month. 

There was a bit of a 
dispute over how to deal 
with disputes. 

Donna Francis, mem
ber of the agriculhiral 
commission, explained 
the new bylaw, if 
approved, would include 
"no zoning changes or 
new rights given to fa1m
ers." Instead, the right-to
fa1m bylaw is intended to 
"show support for fa1ming 
and recognize the eco
nomic and social benefits" 
of the fa1ming conununity 
in Montague. 

What the bylaw would 
do is "establish an avenue 
for new residents to be 
notified that living in a 
fa1ming conununity may 
involve odors, noises, and 
slow moving vehicles," 
Francis said. "The agricul
hiral collllnission can also 
help with disputes 
between neighbors and 
fa1mers." 

Ramsey added that by 

According to the 
Massachusetts 
Department of 
Agriculh1ral Resources, 
the APR program "offers 
to pay fa1mland owners 
the difference between the 
'fair market value' and the 
'agriculhiral value' of 
their farmland in 
exchange for a pe1manent 
deed restriction which 
precludes any use of the 
property that will have a 
negative impact on its 
agriculhu·al viability." 

The town has had to 
pay twenty percent of that 
difference in value in past 
APR transactions. But by 
having reformed a work
ing agriculhu·al collllnis
sion, the town will now 
only have to pay fifteen 
percent in future APR 
transactions. Adopting the 
right-to-farm bylaw 
would reduce the burden 
to the town further, to ten 
percent. 

However, the draft 
bylaw prompted director 
of public health Gina 
McNeely to write a letter 
to the selectboai·d detail
ing her concerns, and 
building inspector David 
Jensen attempted to bring 
his concerns up during the 
meeting as well. 

Regarding the resolu
tion of potential disputes 
between farmers and 
neighbors, McNeely 
wanted to the selectboard 
to be cleai· that only the 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

enforcement abilities in 
the resolution of the type 
of disputes that are likely 
to come up in a faiming 
conunmlity. Jensen also 
expressed concern that the 
town (in the form of the 
agriculhlfal collllnission) 
might be hying to over
state its legal authority in 
resolving disputes through 
the right-to-faim bylaw. 
Jensen also wanted to 
make everyone at the 
meeting aware there has 
been a histo1y of "down
sides to fa1ming" in the 
Pioneer Valley, "with 
serious environmental 
effe.cts from pesticides, 
animal manure, and fettil
izers."· 

While hying to discuss 
the impo1tance of faiming 
regulations, Jensen was 
intenupted by selectboard 
chair Fairbrother, who 
told him, "You are fin
ished. The bylaw makes 
no change in compliance 
with any agency. There 
are no new rights, and 
there are no fewer respon
sibilities," for farmers, 
Fairbrother said. 

"This appears as advo
cacy for whatever is hap
pening," said Jensen. He 
stated his preference that 
the right-to-farm bylaw 
should suppo1t best prac
tices in fa1ming. 

Jensen also noted that 
zoning changes in 
Montague may be needed, 
especially in 
agriculhu·e/forestiy zones, 
because they have become 
"de-facto residential areas 
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8:45 

Breaking & Entering; Domestic Disturbance p.m. 

I 0:26 p.m. Officer 
wanted on Avenue A 
Peace restored. 

Wednesday, 3/7 ing on Power Street. Open door, window at 
8:15 a.m. Warrant Investigated. Great Falls Discovery 

Street. 
5:43 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Third 
Street. Advised of 
options. 
Thuaday,3/8 
9:46 a.m. Open gate at 
Railroad Salvage build-

I0:35 a.m. Warrant Center. Investigated. 
arrest o~ Friday, 3/9 
-• o~t. 2:03 a.m. Domestic dis-
2:42 p.m. Breaking and turbance on H Street. 
entering attempt on Services rendered. 
Burnett Street. Report 8:48 p.m. Threatening, 
taken. harassment on Poplar 
4:57 p.m. Assault at Street. Advised of 
Sheffield Elementary options. 
School on Crocker Monday, 3/12 
Avem1e. Report taken. 

Tuesday, 3/13 
7:41 a.m. Burglary, 
breaking and entering 
on Eleventh Street. 
Services rendered. 
3:54 p.m. Domestic 
disturbance on Dry Hill 
Road. Investigated. 
5:53 p.m. Threatening, 
harassment on Avenue 
A Advised of options. 

The renewal of police 
chief David Hastings' con
tract landed on the select
board's agenda on 
Monday, April 12th. Chief 
Hastings' current three 
year contract is up on July 
1st. 

Town administrative 
assistant Ray Purington 
said this week that 
Hastings earns $61,782 a 
year, with a $500 annual 
longevity bonus, and 
whatever annual cost of 
living increase other town 
employees receive. 

Purington said that total 
reflects a $29.42 per hour 
rate of pay for Hastings, 
who works 40 hours a 
week. Fire chief Gene 
Beaubien receives the 
same hourly rate for his 
approximately nine hours 
a week of regular duty. 
Both police and fire fight
ers face danger in the 
course of perfo1ming their 
jobs; their pay rates reflect 
this fact. 

The next highest paid 
town employee after 
Hastings is police sergeant 
Chris Redmond, who takes 
home $27.52 hourly, for a 
total of$57,792 8llllually. 

The last time the police 
chief's three yeai· contract 
was up for renewal, the 
town finance conunittee 
raised questions about 
whether the town could 
afford to guarantee the 
chief's salary for three 
years in recessionary 
times. Questions regarding 
the chief's schedule, the 
need to hire reserve offi
cers, and exti·a pay for the 
chief to be on call when no 
other officer is on duty in 
town, have also been 
perennial concerns for the 
finance collllnittee. 

One section of the 
chief's conti·act specifies, 
in addition to his base pay, 
"The town shall provide 
the chief sti·aight time pay 
for 25% of his on-call sta
h1s hours during the hours 
of 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. on 
days when no coverage is 
provided by active pah·ol 

in the town of Gill, during 
which time the chief must 
maintain his presence 
within a 15-nlile radius of 
town boundaries." 

Joining the meeting via 
conference call from her 
Florida vacation home, 
selectboai·d member Ann 
Banash said of the coming 
renegotiation of the chief's 
conti·act, "I think this is 
impo1tant. The three of us 
need to take a look at this, 
and then meet with him." 

Exercising a clause that 
requires either party to 
notify the other three 
months in advance of the 
expiration date, to avoid 
an automatic one year 
renewal, the selectboard 
directed Purington to noti
fy Chief Hastings the 
board intends to renegoti
ate. 

The board will discuss 
strategy around the police 
chief's conti·act in closed 
session on Monday, March 
19th, at 5:30 p.m. 

In other news, the 
selectboard authorized 
chair Randy Crochier to 
sign a 5-yeai· lease agree
ment with Western Mass 
Elect11c Company to share 
a side of the road mower 
with the towns of 
Northfield, Etving, and 
Greenfield. 

The board also 
approved WMECo's 
request to place a new util
ity pole near the home of 
Brian Donahue on Bascom 
Hollow Road. But they 
made the approval condi
tional on the power com
pany working together 
with Verizon to first 
remove a pole the board 
considers dangerous 
because it is just inches 
from the pavement, just 
south of the enti·ance to 
No1thfield Motmt He1mon 
on Main Road. The board 
also requested stepped up 
action on removing 
orphaned "double poles" 
no longer in use at va110us 
locations in town. 

A faulty valve in the 
recently renovated pump 
station in Riverside did not 

need replacing after all. 
When workers ai11ved to 
replace the valve, they dis
covered the source of the 
problem: a mop head had 
become entangled in the 
apparah1s. After removing 
the mop head, the valve 
worked just fine. 

The selectboard 
expressed some bewilder
ment as to how many 
flushes it would have 
taken to send a mop head 
down the sewer to that 
location. 

Three aging 110 gallon 
steel water storage tanks in 
the basement of the ele
mentaiy school may soon 
need replacement, 
Ptumgton reported. There 
is about $10,000 remain
ing in the town's building 
maintenance ftmd for this 
fiscal yeai·; replacing with 
similar fiberglass tanks 
would cost about $5100. 

The town was awai·ded 
a $2800 grant from its 
insurance company, the 
Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Agency, to pay 
Heath architect Brian 
DeV11es to conduct a sur
vey and repo1t on the con
dition of the roofs of town 
buildings. 

Ptumgton said once that 
report is finalized, the 
selectboai·d may wish to 
act quickly to replace or 
repair the town hall roof, 
which is for the most pait 
covered by 35 year old 
asphalt shingles. Missing 
and water damaged ceiling 
tiles suggest the town hall 
roof is no longer complete
ly covered by those shin
gles, which most likely 
had a 25-year life 
expectancy when first 
installed. 

Jason Edson's resigna
tion from the capital 
improvement planning 
collllnittee was accepted 
with regret. 

The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency reimbursed the 
town $766 for emergency 
personnel who responded 
to the Jtme 1st, 2011 torna
do in Springfield. 
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BY CINDY HARTWELL -
The Wendell Free Library is 
proud to present its premier 
show of fabric art, with an 
exhibit of cross-stitch works by 
Helen Purple. 

For the months of March and 
April, the Libra1y is hosting an 
exhibit of 12 her counted cross
stitch pieces. Helen Purple, of 
Petersham, stitched these pieces 
over a ten-year period, from 
1998 to 2008. 

Cross-stitch is a popular fo1m 
of counted-thread embroide1y in 
which x-shaped stitches in a 
tiled pattern are used to f01m a 
picture. The stitcher counts the 
'squares' on the fabric and 
stitches the crosses horizontally 
across the fabric in each direc
tion so the stitches are of uni
fo1m size and appearance. 

Pmple's first piece, complet
ed in 1999, is of a B-17 Flying 
Fo1tress aircraft, which she 
made for her husband, Bill. Her 
second piece is called "Three 
Sisters," reminiscent of Pmple 
and her two sisters. She then 
completed ten pieces depicting 

BUILDING from page 1 
the Depaitment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) calls it. 

But this second vi1tue is 
more complicated than the first; 
it was complicated by the cre
ation of the Discove1y Center at 
its inception. The town was 
eager to keep its hand in the mix 
of those entities with interest in 
the Park. These included the 
then Depa1tment of 
Environmental Management 
(DEM), the state government, 
and the town's economic devel
opment arm, the EDIC. An 
agreement or memo of under
standing was approved by the 
EDIC on November 7th, 1984, 
passed by a special town meet
ing on December 6th, 1984 and 
signed onto by the state and 
DEM on March 24th, 1986. 
Although Cumberland Farms 
did not lose its legal battle until 
1991, the agreement allowed 
the building to remain stai1ding. 
Aside from the uses the town 
has made of it, there have been 

birds commonly found in her 
back yard in Petersham. 

Purple, who demonstrated an 
aitistic flair in eve1ything she 
took a hai1d to, had done a vari
ety of needlework including 
knitting, needlepoint and 
creweling over the yeai·s. 

It was not until she was in her 
early 70s that she discovered 
cross-stitch. She found it kept 
her busy and her fingers nimble. 
She paiticulai'ly loved creating 
the bird pieces, as each piece is 
quite detailed, with accurate rep
resentations of each bird and the 
flower or tree it is perched on. 

The smallest and least com
plex piece is the Purple Finch, 
which has just over 6,000 stitch
es ai1d used 23 colors. Her most 
complex piece is the Rose
breasted Grosbeak, which has a 
total of 37,436 stitches and 
includes 42 colors. Each piece is 
striking and realistic and could 
be mistaken for a painting at first 
glance. 

All of Purple's cross-stitch 
pieces are done on fabric called 
aida cloth, which is an open 

no fonnal agreements made 
with DCR since about its use. 

Not that no one has tried to 
change that status quo. 
Certainly former EDIC chair 
Jay Dipucchio and fo1mer town 
planner Robin Shermai1 tried 
hard to negotiate clear lines of 
use and responsibility for the 
Cumby. It just has not been a 
priority for DCR. At best they 
saw the building as useful to 
them as a parking garage for 
their landscaping equipment. 

Montague's current town 
planner, Walter Ramsey, is now 
exchanging lai1guage with DCR, 
in an effo1t to get ai1 agreement 
on the fate of the Cumby. The 
concept of the Park is central to 
these negotiations. 

The Cumby sits on one of 
six parcels that make up the 
Discove1y Center prope1ty. Its 
lai1d extends to the corner of 
2nd Street and along part of 
Avenue A, and to the parking 
lot to the rear of the building. 
At the moment, if the building 
were to be tom down, as some 

even-weave fabric made of 
I 00% cotton. The fabric is 14-
count aida cloth, which means it 
has 14 squai·es per linear inch. In 
all of her work, the design is not 
stamped on the fabric, but was 
created by Pmple following a 
paper pattern, painstakingly 
counting each square on the pat
tern ai1d stitching them on the 
fabric. 

Purple's work was submitted 
to the Wendell Free Libraiy dm
ing the summer of 2011, and her 
work was selected by the library 
committee to display sho1tly 
thereafter. Purple was extremely 
proud of her work, ai1d was very 
excited to have an oppo1tunity to 
exhibit at the library. However, 
Helen Pmple passed away unex
pectedly in December. 

To remember her and cele
brate her work, her faniily is pre
senting this exhibit in her honor. 

To officially kick-off the 
exhibit, a public reception host
ed by her husband, Bill Purple, 
and daughter, Cindy Hartwell, 
will take place on Saturday 
afternoon, March I 7th, from 

have suggested it should be, it 
appears the town would lose its 
interest in a commercial, public 
and cultural gateway at the 
entrai1ce to the village. The lot 
could simply be absorbed into 
the Pai·k ai1d become pa1t of the 
Discovery Center's lawn. 

In the past, possible reuses 
of the building have been put 
forward by various groups, 
such as a visitors center, an 
info1mation center, a cafe, an 
office and display ai·ea for local 
aitists ai1d for RiverCulture, a 
display area for Native 
American exhibits. At one 
point UMass landscape archi
tecture grad students presented 
an ainy of innovative ideas for 
using the lot for public a1t. 

Unfortunately, it has not 
been possible for the town or 
the EDIC to pursue any of these 
ideas for the Cumby building, 
in large pa1t because the agree
ment with DCR is unclear 
about the possible future uses 
and control of the building. 

At present, the EDIC feels it 
needs to gather the facts, and 

Cardinals by Helen Purple; photo by Mike Phillips 
I :30 - 3:30 p.m. in the Hen-ick The exhibition rnns from 
Room of the libra1y. March through the end of April 
Refreshments will be served. in the Renick Room at the 
Come see the beautiful pieces of Wendell Free Libra1y. Libraiy 
"Painting with Thread" stitche1y hours: Tue: 3-6; Wed: 10-8; Sat: 
Helen Purple created. 9:30-3:30. 

awaits a finalized agreement 
between the town and DCR 
before weighing in on the 
building's future use. Some on 
the EDIC are said to favor 
demolishing the building. 

As for the selectboard, chair 
Mark Fairbrother also feels 
strongly the building, rife with 
mold ai1d water damage, should 
come down. He said Ramsey 
has an estimate of $15,000 to 
demolish it. He has had no dis
cussion of the Cumby with the 
other members of the select
board yet. He acknowledges 
that any talk of what to do with 
the building is on hold m1til the 
agreement between DCR ai1d 
Montague is finalized. 

According to Fairbrother, 
the EDIC is searching for 
records to document the past 
30 years of thinking and action 
regai·ding the Cumby. 

Town planner Walter 
Ramsey says the town is con
tiiming email negotiations with 
DCR's lawyers 

Other entities such as the 
Montague Business 

Association, River Culture, and 
Montague Community Cable, 
Inc. see potential for their cul
tural and business organiza
tions to find working space -
2000 feet of it - where now 
they have none, or not enough. 
They are readying a proposal 
for the building's reuse. 

Although it is clear the 
Cumby has sustained water 
datnage, the building inspector 
believes it is still salvageable 
and stmcturally sound. 

Until a positive legal agree
ment is worked out, the Cumby, 
and the town, and all interested 
parties must wait for a decision 
on its legal fate. 

Meanwhile, Montague 
Commm1ity Cable board mem
ber Michael Muller is confident 
a public entity such as MCCI, 
crowded in its cmTent qua1ters, 
with money in the bank and the 
ability to make a renovation 
happen, could help salvage the 
building, saving the town at a 
minimum the cost of 
demolition. 
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with increased problems with 
neighbors and animals." 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • 
Members of the agricultural 

commission, including Francis, 
Bob Mizula, and Diane Flyilll, 
said they were open to ideas and 
revisions suggested at the meet
ing, and promptly met with 
Jensen and Ramsey afte1wards in 
the hallway to hash out the details. 

After that discussion, Ramsey 
noted that adding a provision 
about suppo1ting best fa1ming 
practices seemed likely, and said 
the agricultural comiruss1011 
would hold a public fo1um on the 
right-to-faim bylaw in order to 
gather more input. 

In other news, water pollution 
control facility superintendent 
Bob Trombley repo1ted that his 
depa1tment had 11 items that 
should be declared surplus, ai1d 
sold to bring in funds for the 
depa1tment. The selectboard 
agreed. The list of items includes 
fluorescent light fixtures, a wash
ing machine, an answering 
machine, radiator hoses, miscella
neous mechanical parts, a non
stai1dard welder, ai1d more. 

The selectboard approved 
sending a reserve fund transfer 
request on to the finai1ce commit
tee for final approval. The 
$15,000 trai1sfer request is to help 
cover legal expenses associated 
with the Strathmore mill complex, 
as well as lawsuits between the 
town of Mont8e,oUe and Jeaime 
Golrick, and also the Turners 
Falls Fire Depai1ment and Jeaime 
Golrick. 

The Montague energy commit
tee drafted ai1 op-ed piece, on 
behalf of the selectboard, that it 
would like sent to local news 
media to be published in March 
on the topic of energy efficiency. 
The selectboai·d voted to approve 
the editorial, with minor revisions 
anticipated. 

John Reynolds reminded the 
selectboard there are a number of 
committees in town that need 
members, such as the zoning 
boai·d and the historical commis
sion, and possibly others. He also 
reminded them, as they were 
about to head into executive ses
sion regarding lawsuits at 30-34 
East Main Street, in Millers Falls 
(prope1ties where Jeanne Golrick 
also once had an interest) that 
legal expenses seemed to be pil
ing up. He encouraged the board 
"to talk some of it away." 

II 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 
• 

• • . 
• • 

• • 

Is your bank 
leaving town? 
Greenfield Savings Bank has been in the neighborhood since 1869. 

We're here to stay. Come on in for a visit, we'll welcome you with 

open arms. Enjoy service with a smile, totally free checking and 
free gifts, and a great cup of coffee, too! 

m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
The Bank Everyone Loves! 

www.greenfieldsavings.com 
282 Avenue A ■ Turners Falls 

Member FDIC ■ Member DIF 

• 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

4-ff 3~"6.533t into~mcinfaguewe6viorks.com 
make the web work for your business 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~~~~ 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Auto Accident 
Insurance Accepted 

50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 
Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 
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Anatomy of a Triple Meltdown you need hundt·eds of people 
there," to deal with it, he said. 

added in order to release built up 
radioactive gas into the environ
ment. But in any case, all the 
vents at Fukushima Dai-ichi 
failed that crucial test. 

nuclear power in 
America's ener
gy portfolio as 
our nation ti·an
sitions to Green 
technology, has 
now become 
convinced that 
nucleai· reactors 
cannot be 
designed to han
dle eve1ything 
Mother Nature is 
capable of 
throwing at 
them, in the 
fo1m of 
tstmamis, eaith
quakes, torna
does, hwricanes, 
floods, ice 
storms, etc. 

"I hope your 
Ame Gundersen, a former nuclear engineer, spoke at march sends a 

the River Garden, in Brattleboro on March 1st message that 
Vermont 

BY DAVID DETMOLD Yankee should be shut down," he 
BRATTLEBORO - As the 220 said. "I am on record that all 
marchers who ti·ekked from the these Mark-I rea.ctors should be 
gates of Vermont Yankee, cany
ing pots and pans and backpacks, 
tugging rolling suitcases and 
dogs on leashes, an'ived footsore 
from their mock evacuation to the 
River Garden in Brattleboro on 
the first anniversaiy of the melt
downs and explosions at the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nucleai· reac
tors in Japan, they were met by 
supporters from the Safe and 
Green Campaign, given water to 
dt'ink and food to eat, and chairs 
to rest on. Tbis hospitality was 
welcomed by the footsore ti·avel
ers, who were weary after seven 
miles in the unusually waim win
ter sun. 

Then, they sat in silence as 
Ame Gundersen, a fo1mer 
nuclear engineer turned expe1t 
witness against the nucleai· indus
tiy, told them in exacting detail 
about what really happened on 
Mai·ch 11th, 2011 in Fukushima, 
as fai· as scientists have been able 
to reconstiuct those calamitous, 
ongoing events. 

Here is what he told the 
crowd. 

Gundersen, during his time 
working for the nucleai· industiy, 
managed more than 70 projects at 
commercial nuclear reactors 
across this countiy. 

Gtmdersen, who said up until 
the disaster at Fukushima he still 
believed there was a place for 

shut down." 
America has 23 operating 

Mark-I boiling water reactors of 
approximately the same age, 
make, and model as the three 
reactors whose containment sys
tems failed catasti·ophically in 
Fukushima last year. Ve1mont 
Yankee is one of them Pilgrim, 
in Plymouth, MA, is another. 

Gtmdersen recalled walking 
with his wife Maggie, near their 
home in Burlington, VT, where 
he teaches math at Burlington 
High School, in the month before 
the Fukushima meltdowns 
occtlffed. She asked him, "Where 
do you think the next accident is 
going to occur?" And he told her, 
"I don't know where it's going to 
be, but it will be at a Mark-I." 

After disaster st111ck not one 
but four of the six reactors at 
Fukushima Dai-ichi in the wake 
of the massive earthquake and 
tsunami, Gundersen said, "U.S. 
Energy Secretaiy Steven Chu, 
and nuclear expe1ts told people 
for weeks that the accident hadn't 
risen to the level of Three Mile 
Island. I knew 11ght away melt
downs were in progress at 
Fukushima." 

Gtmdersen said that after the 
core melt at Three Mile Island, in 
1979, which happened while he 
was still working for the nuclear 
industry, he saw "serious person-

al injuries" that he believed 
occuned as a result of the radia
tion released from that accident. 

He said, "I will dedicate my 
life to making sure Fukushima 
will not get blown over by the 
industry the way that 1MI was 
blown over." 

He said it was fortunate that 
the ea1thquake and tsunami 
struck the northeast coast of 
Japan on a Friday, when there 
was a full workforce at the 
nuclear complexes at Fukushima 
Dai-ichi and Fukushima Daini. 
Meltdowns were only nanowly 
averted at the four reactors at the 
Daini complex, due to the effo1ts 
of 1000 workers who were avail
able to deal with the afte1math of 
the natural disasters. Had the 
eaithquake and tsunami struck on 
a weekend, a skeleton crew 
would have been on hand to deal 
with the crisis. 

"If it had happened on a week
end, we would have had four 
more meltdowns," said 
Gundersen, who added the 
nuclear industry should rethink 
the practice of keeping a skeleton 
crew on at nuclear rea.ctors on 
weekends in this countiy. 

111is is just one of the lessons 
Gundersen said the United States 
has failed to learn since 
Fukushima. 

"If there's a nuclear accident, 

Gundersen called the 50 work
ers who rema.ined behind to tty to 
contain the catastrophe at 
Fukushima Dai-ichi, "My per
sonal heroes," without whose 
efforts the entire country of Japan 
would likely have been 
destroyed. 

He noted that as early as 1972, 
internal memos at the Nucleai· 
Regulato1y Commission cited the 
Mark-I containment system for 
being too small to adequately 
contain a loss of coolant accident 
at an operating reactor. 
"Fukushima was an accident 
waiting to happen for 40 years," 
he said. 

The first fix the NRC put in 
place in response to concerns 
about the inadequacy of the 
Mark-I design were straps to 
physically hold the dty well torus 
down, so it would not shatter in 
the event of a sudden heat dump 
during a core accident. 

Following Three Mile Island, 
the disastrous potential of a 
hydrogen gas explosion capable 
of shatte1mg a rea.ctor's contain
ment was finally realized. The 
NRC responded by backfitting 
Mark-I reactors with vents, an 
odd fix, Gtmdersen said, since 
reactor containment systems 
were designed to keep radiation 
from being released into the envi
ronment, while the vents were 

Eight days before the 60-foot 
tstmaini shuck Fukushima Dai
ichi, the rea.ctors' owner, Tokyo 
Electi·ic Power Company 
(TEPCo) rejected a study saying 
a tstmaini of this magnitude could 
sti'ike the coast, and called for 
fi.uther study of the problem, say
ing there was no need to modify 
the plant in the meantime. 

Gundersen said that in Japan, 
as in America, "We've got a reg
ulato1y agency that has been cap
tured by the industiy it is intend
ed to regulate. Eve1y single com
missioner at the NRC has been 
approved beforehand by the 
Nuclear Energy lnstih1te," he 
said, including the recently 
appointed William Magwood, 
who managed nuclear policy for 
the Edison Elect11c lnstih1te in 
Washington, and worked in 
Westinghouse's nuclear division, 
before being tmanimously 
appointed to the NRC by 
Congress over the objection of 
more than a htmdred environ
mental organizations in 2010. 

Gtmdersen noted that the 
International Atomic Energy 
Association, often refen-ed to in 
press reports as the United 

see FUKUSHIMA page 14 

HIGHUGffl FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Neighbor Dispute; Shooting BB Guns 

T ucsday, 2/28 contacted. 

dent concemed abottt injtu:ed 
animal. Provided environ
mental police number. 

Same was reimited with 

friends at Renovators Stapply. 
8 a.m. Larceny of gas from 
Gunn Street vehicle. Report 
taken. 6:15 a.m. Report of alarm at I0:33 p.m. Assisted Orange 

Lester Street. Same sea.u:ed. police with search for anned 
7:44 a.m. Report of a truck robbery suspect. 
bed liner in the roadway on Saturday, 3/3 
Rotit:e 2 near Old State I0:35 a.m. Dog in roadway 
Road. Unfotmded. on Rot1te 2 near Christina's. 
1:06 p.m. Report of two sus- Unable to catch same. 
piciotlS males walking arotmd 12 p.m. Mutual aid to Grout 
Weatherhead' s Storage. They Circle in Millers Falls for 
advised that they were wait- neighbor dispute. Report 
ing for the bttS. taken. 
W edncsc:lay, 2/29 9:40 p.m. Criminal applica-
4:55 p.m. Motor vehicle t:ion issued to 
crash into guardrail on North 
Street. No injury. Report 
taken. 
9:05 p.m. Assisted with a 
motor vehicle lockot1t at 

Central Street. Entry gained. 
Thuaday,3/1 
l 0:23 a.m. Motor vehicle 
crash on Northfield Road. 
No injury. Report taken. 
Friday. 3/2 
1:50 p.m. Report oflow 
wires on West High Street 
and River Road. Verizon 

for operating a 
motor vehicle withottt head
lights after Stmset and operat
ing a motor vehicle after 
license SttSpension on Rotlt:e 
2 at Forest Street. 
I0:25 p.m. Report of distur
bance on Mountain Road. 

V chicles screeching tires. 
Spoke with resident. Advised 
of complaint. 

Sunday,3/4 
II:30 a.m. Flagg Hill resi-

Mcmday,3/5 
4: l S p.m. Responded to 
Forest Street for distraught 
resident. Same trar15ported to 
Franklin Medical Center. 

Tuesday, 3/6 
II:15 p.m. Assisted 
Northfield police with 
tmwanted person at Main 
Street residence in 
Northfield. 
Wedncsc:lay, 3/7 
l a.m. Noise complaint on 
French King Highway. Quiet 
upon arrival. Spoke with resi
dent who said he would keep 
the noise down. 
1:30 a.m. Arrested 

or operating a motor 
vehicle with a st15pended 
license and possession of a 
high capacity rifle magazine 
withot1t a permit on Rot1te 2. 
Thuaclay, 3/8 
l 2:4 S a.m. S.15piciot1S female 
walking on River Street. 

12:24 p.m. Report of kids 
shooting BB guns behind 
West High Street residence. 
Checked san1e. Was shooting 
at a target. All set. 
Fiiclay,3/9 
12 am. Report of tractor 
trailer idling at French King 
Bowling Alley parking lot. 
Same will move. 

Saturclay, 3/10 
l 0:30 p.m. S.15piciot1S vehicle 
at Freight HottSe parking lot. 
Same moved along. 
Sunday, 3/IX 
12:05 a.m. Report ofloud 
party at Gunn Street resi
dence. Same quieted. 
2:45 p.m. Report ofloose 
dog on Gunn Street. Dog 
retun1ed to owner. 

Mcmday3/12 
3:30 p.m. Report of past hit 
and run. Report taken. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK. (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666 

l,>am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRtS, CBR Office: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Ceil: l413) 83•-4444 

75 Main Street: Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 

/J)C!) 

;0CO 
For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 

Now accepting new accounting clients 

qissance IB:iiders 
OEalitp, Creftsmanship. ©riginal G/iwuglir 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 ~ 

Closed 
Mondays 

Lunch Delivery for orders of 
$50 or more 

Hot Soup Daily 
call ahead for Special Order Cakes 

Tue - Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Check out our Great Lunch Menu 

Now Open Sundays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Cakes, Pastries. Coffee, Soup and Bread 

Jonathan Abbott 

SS/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

t!RSATIYS NAIRt!UTTING 
PSRMC a. t!OlOU 

/1111111, Wo,nen 8, ~hffd~•n 

~~.Pts-rfkt'S ~ ~%-i 
Gift eetfifieate.s Available 

8'65-2022 
Matle C!astlne 74 PRO•P~M ff. 
Rlehatcl DIGeotge (Thursdays) TURN~R• FAlU 
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Chiho Kaneko, at the River Garden in Brattleboro, on the first anniversary of 
the earthquake, tsunam~ and nuclear disaster at Fukushima, March 11th 

BY CIDHO KANEKO 
IWATE PREFECTURE, 
JAPAN - I am from Iwate prefec
ture, Japan, one of the prefectures 
most damaged by the earthquake 
and the tsunami on March 11th, 
2011. A year ago today, I woke up 
to the news of the massive earth
quake in no11heastem Japan. The 
ensuing days, weeks, and 
months, have been an emotional 
roller coaster ride of anxiety, 
helplessness, hopelessness, hope
fulness, depression, and grati
tude. I have traveled to Japan 
three times since last March, and 
witnessed how people are coping 
with the situation forced upon 
them. 

The tsunami carried away 
eve1ything in an instant: lives, 
cars, houses, and the entire down
town. A year later, people are 
being tested for their resilience 
more than ever. Even though 
rebuilding is happening slowly 
on the coast, it will be a long time 
before people can feel life is back 
to n01mal. 

I am convinced that having a 
strong community is the key to 
our smvival. Natural disasters 
happen no matter what - but hav
ing an intact community goes a 
long way in coping with the chal
lenges of the afte1math- and you 
could say that it can actually pre
vent huge disasters from happen
ing, because some disasters are 

exacerbated by man-made fac
tors. Some of those factors can be 
eliminated if the soundness of the 
community is the collective pri
ority. 

The southem part of Iwate is 
120 miles north of Fukushima 
Dai-ichi. My sister and her fami
ly live in this area, in Oshu City. 
The capital of Iwate, Morioka 
City, is about 156 miles away. 
This is where my parents live. 
Both cities are inland, so they 
were not affected by the tsunami 
directly. However, my sister's 
city is one of the radiation hot 
spots in my prefecture. 

My brother-in-law is an ele
mentaiy school teacher, and the 
soil of his school grounds was 
scraped and removed last sum
mer in an effo1t to reduce the 
radiation level. Oshu City is 
famous for its brand of Maesawa 
beef - but it was banned from the 
market from July to August after 
some feed hay was found to con
tain a high level of cesium. Last 
month, dried shiitake mushrooms 
from my sister's region joined the 
list of banned agricultural prod
ucts. 

Just the other day, Iwate pre
fecture conducted urine testing of 
some three to fifteen-yeai·-olds. 
The number of testing slots was 
limited, but the govemment was 
inundated by applications from 
parents who ai·e concemed about 
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intemal radiation exposure of 
their children. Of 132 samples 
tested, including 36 samples from 
my sister's city, 119 samples -
that is 90% of all samples, con
tained cesium-134 and -137. 

If you believe as I do that any 
amount of radioactivity in one's 
body, especially for children, is 
unnatural and therefore unaccept
able, you would understand how 
serious this is. 

I saw my sister on Febmaiy 
26th - two weeks ago - in 
Morioka City. My sister told me 
that although some families 
moved out of her community due 
to the radiation concems, she has 
concluded that worrying about 
radiation is more detrimental to 
their well-being. 

After all, her family's food 
comes mostly from local som·ces, 
including her mother-in-law's 
garden, and I sense that she is try
ing to balance many factors -
concem about her young chil
dren's health; responsibility to 
behave calmly and properly as a 
parent and as a school teacher, the 
physic.al and economic feasibility 
of sourcing food from afai·, and 
sensitivity toward local faimers 
who would go out of business if 
consumers reject their products 
based on radiation data, or worse, 
out of speculative fear. 

During my three-week stay in 
Morioka, I found myself not 
being able to express my concem 
about the food put in front of me 
by others. It was paitially an act 
of solidarity. But it was also due 
to confusing and conflicting 
info1mation about what is safe 
and what is not. You don't know 
how badly contaminated your 
food is until you test it. And most 
people don't even want to know. 
This is a fo1m of coping, I sup
pose. 

I took small comfort in know
ing that at least the seaweed I was 
eating had been ha1vested before 
the Fukushima Dai-ichi acci
dents. It's not that easy for some
one like me who is in the area 
temporarily - who has a place to 
go back to in Ve1mont, to openly 
express ambivalence about their 
food. 

The day before I left, my 
mother's cousin's son, Mr. Kudo, 
visited my parents. He is a daily 
faimer in his 60s. He brought us 
gifts of a bag of his own rice and 
a two-qua1t bottle of fresh un
pasteurized milk from his cows. 

While we were chatting over 
coffee, I politely asked, "So, you 

must be relieved that you ai·e 
exempt from the tmmoil of 
cesium-contaminated grass and 
hay, since you are ftu1her north of 
Morioka?" 

He replied, "Well, in fact it's 
in om· grass, too." I didn't know 
what to say. He continued, "We 
test the milk twice a month, and 
so fai·, the radiation level is below 
the govemment-set temporaiy 
limit. But come April, the limit 
will be lowered, and who knows 
what will happen." 

This is but a ve1y small exam
ple of what is happening in Japan. 
As you can imagine, the situation 
is a lot worse in Fukushima. 

It's said that 100,000 people 
are displaced in Fukushima. 
While some of them are tem
porarily living in other towns 
within Fukushima prefecture, an 
estimated 60,000 people moved 
ftuther away. This includes many 
women with small children. 
Often, husbands of those women 
chose to stay in Fukushima for 
jobs, maintaining two house
holds. The family is united 
maybe two weekends a month. 
As the separation prolongs, stress 
and fatigue mount. 

What's worse, in many cases, 
these women are considered to be 
'voluntary evacuees' with not 
much support from the govem
ment. They ai·e constantly pres
sured from their husbands, their 
in-laws, or their friends, to retllln 
home. Mothers who left wanting 
to protect their children, feel 
guilty for breaking the unity of 
the community and family. They 
feel guilty for stigmatizing their 
own hometowns. 

Some mothers chose to stay -
and they, too, stmggle with a dif
ferent kind of guilt - feeling they 
ai·e putting their children at risk. 
They suffer now, and they will 
probably suffer for the rest of 
their lives. 

There are many cities and 
towns outside of the evacuation 
zones, where radiation levels ai·e 
several times higher than the 
NRC's 'dose limit for individual 
members of public'. Fukushima 
City, population over 280,000, is 
among those cities. 

Most people in Japan would 
agree that the govemment has 
been trying to cover up the facts 
and downplay the seriousness of 
what's going on at Fukushima 
Dai-ichi. However, some choose 
to cling to the more optimistic 
evaluations of the radiation levels 
in the air, soil, water, or food -
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even some people from the most 
contaminated areas hold out 
hopes ofretmning to their homes 
soon. 

We must keep our eyes open 
to the reality of a nuclear disaster. 

Here are some of the facts. 
In the village oflitate, or as fai· 

as in the city of Date, which is 31 
miles away from Fukushima Dai
ichi, daily farmers ai·e experienc
ing a sudden surge of miscai·
riages and stillbilths of their herd 
since last year's reactor acci
dents. 

The enormous amount of 
debris created by the tsunami in 
n011heastem Japan needs to be 
disposed of somehow - buried or 
incinerated. However, very few 
municipalities throughout Japan 
have agreed to accept such 
debris. Many citizens oppose 
incineration of debris from the 
n011heast in their backyard, 
because they fear it might send 
radioactive materials into their 
air. 

Dm-ing the first six months 
since last March, the number of 
childbirths in Fukushima 
declined by 20% compared to the 
previous year. This is primarily 
due to the fact that women ai·e 
afraid of bringing their newbom 
babies into the radioactive envi
ronment - many of them ai·e opt
ing to give birth elsewhere at 
their own expense. Also, many 
young Fukushima women, 
including high school girls, today 
feel a sense of resignation that 
they should never have children. 

A tsunami wipes out towns in 
an instant. A nucleai· disaster, on 
the other hand, is hai·d to see at 
first. You cannot see radioactive 
paiticles. You cannot smell them, 
nor taste them. And yet, they qui
etly seep into every nook and 
cranny of your life. They descend 
on your mind. They sow seeds of 
discord among family members. 
They destroy communities. 

Without including the physi
cal or environmental impact, the 
damage that a nucleai· disaster 
causes is vast. And it lasts for a 
long time. 

While I was in Japan, I was 
distlll·bed by how some people 
still seemed to accept nuclear 
power as a necessaiy evil of mod
em time. They cite steady supply 
of electricity, jobs, money for the 
local towns. 

Ftu1hermore, I was distlll·bed 
how victims fight against each 
other, rather than directing their 

see JAPAN page 13 
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Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licen5ed and ln5ured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-S22-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

4 hour emergency towin 
t service licensed Meehan 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

t(tj{'.E 'lf 'A1tp w· ,.r 
~1si 1<'S~ 

Irish Seisiun Music 
Thursday 4 - 7 

Friday 9 -1 

GRIEAl SIEAIFOOD & GOOD T!MIES 

163 Sunderland Rd.• Amherst 
(413) 548-6900 

DOLAN & DOt';i\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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movement, all strains of a coun
terculture rebellion Keller called, 
"ve1y positive in reaction to the 
negativity going on." 

"Also, there was sex and dmgs 
and rock and roll, which many of 
us remember," he noted. 

"In the 60s, people were more 
comfortable in their bodies. 
There was lots of experimenting 
with sex and relationships, and a 
lot of talk about sex, which was 
quite different than the 50s. Rock 
and roll was upbeat and hopefol; 
it defined the catchphrase, 'Give 
Peace a Chance."' 

As for diugs, Keller said, 
'They were much maligned, then 
and now, but they did contribute 
to the culture; they were mind 
expanding and pretty prevalent." 

He cited a study by the 
Veterans Administration, back in 
the day when LSD was legal, 
which found that psychedelic 
dmg use increased the subject's 
ability to love, to withstand hos
tility, and to communicate. 

He cited Steve Jobs, who in 
his own words, "learned a lot 
from," psychedelics, "and had a 
hard time communicating with 
people that hadn't tried them." 

As to women's liberation, and 
the role models girls of today 

have to look up to, Keller noted 
that girls sports and women 
judges were rarities until 25 years 
ago. 

Turning to his own personal 
liberation movement, Keller said 
that when he left Amherst 
College in the spring of 1969, 
"There was quite a group of peo
ple who didn't want to join the 
workforce or go to graduate 
school." 

So.... "We pooled our 
resources, and bought a faim in 
Wendell." 

Among the group who moved 
to an abandoned faim at the end 
of Cold Brook Road, on acreage 
that came to be known as 
Jimmy's Popcorn Farm, were a 
number of visual aitists. Though 
their days on the faim are far 
behind thelll, these four painters, 
amazingly, ai·e still making a liv
ing from their painting today, 
Keller said, as he displayed some 
of their work. 

"We were a1tists who wanted 
to live together and create works 
ofa1t." 

Among the htmdi·eds who 
cycled through the three rural 
commtmes in the Valley, in the 
days just before the Renaissance 
Community brought the joys and 
bummers of communal living to 
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htmdreds more in the urban set
ting of Turners Falls, Keller 
recalled, "There were some 
romantic relationships there, as 
you might expect," with Smith 
and Motmt Holyoke grads join
ing their beaus from Amherst on 
the fa1m. 

At some point, Dan, in fact, 
met Nina, a Philly native living 
on the Montague Faim, the first 
of the three commtmes, pur
chased in 1968 with money shuf
fled from the first showing of the 
Beatles' Magical Mystery Tour at 
the Fillmore East, in a benefit for 
the Liberation News Service. The 
LNS had tmdergone a split 
between the "viituous caucus," 
and the ''vulgar Marxists," and 
the fo1mer, in a bold daylight 
heist of their own printing press, 
collator, typewriters, and files, 
decamped from New York City 
to the cotmtly, where they 
planned to mn the nation's tmder
ground press from a drafty daily 
barn on Ripley Road. 

Needless to say, when winter 
came, the ink froze, and that 
aspect of the movement promptly 
fell by the wayside. To be 
replaced with organic gai·dening, 
recycling, and the tower toppling 
biith, at the hands of Amherst 
grad Samuel Lovejoy, of a world-

wide movement to stop nucleai· 
power. 

And the rest, in a ve1y real 
way, is histo1y, with many a 
mover and shaker moving from 
the placid hills of Western Mass 
and Southeastern Vermont to 
ti·ouble the calculations of corpo
rate titans, as Lovejoy's brain
child Musicians United for Safe 
Energy brought hundreds of 
thousands to Battery Pai·k to sing 
and play for a world free from the 
threat of nuclear meltdowns, as 
Anna Gyorgy's group Women 
and Life on Eaith inspired the 
Geiman Greens to greater effo1ts 
to finally break the hold of the 
nuclear power complex on 
Ge1many and much of Europe, 
and as Harvey 'Sluggo' 
Wasse1man continues to this day 
to prod and propagandize a 
movement for Sola1topia in 
America on talk shows, op-ed 
pages and Free Press biogs across 
the land. 

"Why are we still here?" 
asked Nina Keller, who spoke 
briefly during the two hour sym
posium. "We were really some of 
the ve1y lucky people to show up 
in this ai·ea when the agricultural 
community found its children 
migrating to the cities. 

Nina said, "We were inexperi-
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enced faimers," who learned a lot 
from the elder generation of 
faimers who became their new 
neighbors when the communes 
were young. 

Last yeai·, Nina accepted an 
honoraiy role as 'Ambassador to 
New Gai·deners,' for the Wendell 
energy committee, and the cycle 
turns. 

The Kellers continue to faim 
the land the commtme colonized 
on Cold Brook Road in Wendell 
in 1969, where they have fended 
off the spraying of herbicides 
along power lines, helped with 
the conservation of town coffers 
on the finance committee, guided 
the town's deliberations from the 
selectboard, and prepared the 
local populace for the possibility 
of evacuation in the event of a 
nuclear accident in Vernon, VT 
from the emergency planning 
committee. The work is never 
done. 

But sometimes, in early 
spring, you get a chance to take a 
break. And if you do, go listen to 
the Kellers give a reprise of their 
talk, complete with amazing 
ai·chival film footage from the 
communes that once graced our 
fair Valley, at the Wendell Free 
Libraiy, on Tuesday, 11111! 
Mai·ch 20th, at 7 :00 p.m. II_~ 

Energy Committee Responds on Solar Contract 
BY KATIE NOLAN 
WENDELL - At the March 5th 
Wendell energy committee meet
ing, chair Nan Reibschlaeger told 
Dave Thomas of Seaboard Solai· 
she had not found a pe1fo1mance 
date in Seaboai·d's draft conti·act 
with the town. 

A performance date clause 
would allow Wendell to end the 
contract if Seaboai·d fails to start 
commercial operations by a spec
ified date. This sticking point has 
stalled the process of a potential
ly lucrative energy deal for the 
town of Wendell. 

The Febmary 28th special 
town meeting authorized the 
selectboard to enter into a solai· 
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power purchase or net metering 
credit purchase agreement. The 
selectboard, finance committee, 
and energy committee have been 
reviewing a draft contract that 
would make Wendell a host com
munity for 10 megawatts of elec
tricity generated by Seaboard's 
solar installations in eastern 
Massachusetts. 

Seaboai·d would sell the elec
tricity and reap the solar energy 
credits, while Wendell would be 
allocated a ce1tain amount of 
electricity for mtmicipal use, per
haps 200 kilowatt hours, at a 
reduced rate. Wendell would also 
be able to 'rent' payments of 
0.005 cents per kilowatt hour for 
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the electricity generated. 
Thomas estimated the net 

advantage to the town, between 
reduced electi·icity costs and 
'rent' payments would be 
approximately $70,000 per yeai·. 

At its March 12th meeting, the 
energy committee developed rec
ommendations to present at the 
Mai·ch 14th selectboai·d meeting 
that would iron out the details of 
the conti·act and protect the town 
of Wendell from possible losses. 

Reibschlaeger said that 
Seaboai·d has shown it has leases 
in place that could be used for a 
wind installation in Wendell or a 
town contract with another solai· 
energy company. 

uu;, . 

In addition, the energy com
mittee also wrote to the select
board, "We recommend using 
some, if not all, of the proceeds 
from Seaboai·d for micro loans 
and grants for Wendell residents 
to use for home energy produc
tion and efficiency so we can 
move toward producing more of 
our own electi'icity in town." 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: in adults: mumps are swollen salivary 
glands, fever and headache. 
Adults who get mumps are at risk 
of complications that include the 
brain infection meningitis, mis
ca1riage in the first trimester of a 
pregnancy, and problems with 
sex organs. Swelling of the testi
cles is frequently so painfol that 
hospitalization is required. For 
women, inflammation of the 
ovai'ies occurs in about five per
cent of the mumps cases. 
Whooping Cough 

Fifth Disease Chicken Pox 
If you get chicken pox as an 

adult, you are more likely to suf
fer from congestion, high fever 
and intense itching. In addition, 
you are at greater risk of contract
ing pneumonia and other diseases 
because of a weakened immtme 
system. The vims that causes 
chicken pox can be do1mant in 
the body and resuiface years later 
as shingles, a painful skin dis
ease. 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. A friend of 
mine in her 60s was diagnosed 
with ''fifth disease. " I've never 
heard of such a thing. What can 
you tell me about it? 

Fifth disease in chilch·en is a 
mild viral infection caused by 
human parvovirus B 19. The 
name was given to the malady 
because it was listed as the fifth 
of the illnesses that, before vac
cines, caused rashes in chilch·en. 
The other four are measles, 

chicken pox, German measles 
and roseola. Fifth disease is also 
called "slapped cheek disease" 
because of the rash that may 
appear on a child's face. 

About half of the population 
gets fifth disease sometime dur
ing childhood. It is contagious. 
Once you've had fifth disease, 
you will not be at risk of getting it 
again. 

A child with fifth disease com
monly has a rash on the face, 
trunk and limbs. An ill child may 
have a low-grade fever, malaise, 
or cold-like symptoms a few days 
before the rash breaks out. The 
child is usually not ve1y ill, and 
the rash goes away in 7 - 10 days. 

An adult without immunity 
who gets fifth disease can devel
op not only rash but swelling and 
pain in joints. The joints most fre
quently affected are the hands, 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE Gill POUCE LOG 
Breaking & Entering; Hit with Paint Balls 

Mcmday, 3/5 Highway residence. Under I0:15 p.m. Resident on 
9:35 a.m. Requested assis- investigation. North Cross Road report
tance on French King 5:20 p.m. Reported sub- ed a truck driving across 
Highway for suspicious ject on the French King his lawn, no suspects at 
activity. Bridge. Ambulance trans- this time. 
Tuesday, 3/6 ported same. Saturday, 3/10 
7:35 a.m. Called to assist 6:40 p.m. House alarm 3 a.m. Reportedly a large 
residence with suspicious, s0tmding at residence on party on Ben Hale Road. 
threatening text message. Hill Road. Set off by new I I: IO a.m. Requested to 
7:35 p.m. Assisted resident. locate a large amotmt of 
Bernardston police with Friday, 3/9 smoke somewhere along 
tmwanted subject at 8:55 a.m. Reported cyber the French King Highway. 
Brattleboro Rd. residence. btJlying situation reported Permitted btu:n located. 
8:20 p.m. Missing pei::son from elementary school. I :45 p.m. Resident on Ben 
report on Walnut Street. Under investigation. Hale Road reported a sus-
Wednaday, 3/7 9:30 a.m. Suspicious picious truck about I a.m. 
7:55 a.m. Suspici0tis party motor vehicle and activity. Unknown direction of 
on Franklin Road. Resident reported a truck travel, bt1t pulled into her 
Checked OK. had driven over her back driveway. 
12:IO p.m. Party spoken lawn on Boyle Road. 3:45 p.m. Resident report
with from Greenfield Under invei::stigation. ed his truck being hit with 
regarding stispiciotis, 9:50 p.m. Assisted Paint Balls. Stispects 
threatening text message Bernardston police with cleaned all affected area. 
from earlier in the week. report of breaking and 7:50 p.m. Reported suici-
Thmday, 3/8 entering at residence on dal party in area of Gill
II:30 a.m. Breaking and the Gill town line at Montague Bridge. Subject 
entering at French King North Cross Road. walked over to Montague .. 

wrists, knees and ankles. The 
pain and swelling can last several 
months, but usually goes away in 
a couple of weeks. There is usu
ally no long-te1m disability from 
the disease. 

Although many childhood ill
nesses are rare today because of 
widespread vaccination, they are 
still health threats, especially for 
adults who may have never been 
immunized. 

There's a general principle 
that illnesses which are mild in 
children tend to be much more 
severe in adults. While having the 
disease as a child generally con
fers immunity as an adult, there is 
still an estimated five percent to 
20 percent of the population sus
ceptible to one or more of these 
ailments. 

Here are some contagious 
childhood diseases that are worse 

JAPAN from page 11 
anger to the true source of their 
woe. 

Some say this infighting is the 
result of the government propa
ganda. For many decades, the 
Japanese government has repeat
ed how safe nuclear technology 
is. Today the Japanese govern
ment keeps telling us that the 
level of radiation we are exposed 
to 1-ight now is safe. People are 
skeptical of what the govern
ment says, but it takes a lot of 
energy to counter the prevailing 
force. 

When I was in Japan, I felt so 
helpless. 

Then I read a book by the 
philosopher and professor 
Tetsuya Takahashi. 

He said, "The system of 
nuclear power cannot exist with
out assuming the sacrifice of 
some. The sacrifice includes: 
people who mine uranium while 

Measles 
Measles (mbeola) causes a 

high fever in chilch·en, but most 
recover with no ill effects. Adults 
suffer from more fever, pneumo
nia and a1thritis when they get 
measles. Encephalitis, a brain 
inflammation, is also seen more 
frequently in adults with measles. 
Geiman measles (mbella) can 
cause iniscan'iages, stillbirths and 
a variety of birth defects. 
Mumps 

The main symptoms of 

risking exposure; commtinities 
who house nuclear power plants; 
and workers at nucleai· power 
plants who subject themselves to 
the risk of exposure each day. 
They are all sacrificed for the 
sake of corporate profit and peo
ple in the distant commtinities 
who use the electricity." 

Professor Takahashi contin
ued, "If you think human pros
pe11ty requires ce1tain sacrifice, I 
would like to ask you, then, who 
decides to sacrifice whom? Who 
has the right to make that deci
sion? Do you have the courage 
to be the sacrifice yourself? 

"What we have to do now is 
to envision and to work to create 
a society free of sac11fice. We 
have to find ways to abandon the 
system of sacrifice, which is 
nucleai· power." 

He has articulated what I had 
been feeling. 

Having witnessed the faces 

Whooping cough (pertussis) is 
highly contagious. Again, 
whooping cough can be prevent
ed with a vaccine. Unfortunately, 
vaccination does not provide life
long immunity. The American 
College of Chest Physicians 
(ACCP) says adults up to 65 
yeai·s old should receive the spe
cial adult vaccine for whooping 
cough, even if they were vacci
nated as chilch·en. 

Jfyou have a question, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

and nuances of sacrifice in the 
afte1math of the Fukushima Dai
ichi accidents, I feel so clear in 
my mind that we have made a 
mistake by allowing nuclear 
power to exist. Besides, nuclear 
power has the potential to 
destroy, therefore sacrifice, all of 
us and eve1ything in the world. 

Whether in Japan or in the 
United States, I want to empha
size that it is our fellow humans 
who work at nuclear power 
plants. They are our neighbors, 
fi'iends, and fainilies. It is the 
responsibility of each of us to 
build a commtinity where no one 
is sac11ficed. 

As I said earlier, I would like 
to believe that the soundness of 
our community is our collective 
priority, because being pa1t of a 
healthy and intact commtinity is 
cmcial for our swvival in this 
ever-changing world. It is 1111■ 
our only hope. II_~ 
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Ferry Meadow Farm 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL - It 
doesn't take long to get to Ferry 
Meadow. 

Though we are not far from 
my house, it feels like a different 
world. I catch glimpses of the 
river rolling along behind the 
trees that line it. The fields are 
damp and dewy this morning, 
each drop of water reflecting the 
sun, which is afready beginning 
to feel wa1m. 

There are cows in one field, 
goats in another. "They're grow
ing wheat here," Marissa points 
out like a tour guide. 

She pulls the tmck up to a 
house and parks it. "I think 
someone will be expecting you," 
she says, "but I don't actually 
know." 

FUKUSIDMA from pg 10 
as the second article of its cha1ter 
a mandate to promote nucleai· 
power. 

Gtmdersen talked about what 
he called, ''the myth of safe shut
down," following a core melt 
accident, when the chain reaction 
is finally halted, but at least 5% 
of the heat remains, for five to 
seven yeai·s, as the fuel continues 
to break down. 

In a 12 foot cubed vessel, the 
core of a nuclear reactor contains 
a qua1ter million horsepower of 
heat. In a loss of coolant accident, 
that core needs to be controlled 
by dumping the equivalent of a 
quarter million horses in a huny, 
Gtmdersen said. 

He noted that before the tstma
mi hit, Fukushima Dai-ichi Unit 
1 experienced damage from the 
eaithquake that led to spikes in 
radiation at the fence line, but the 
actual sequence of events 
remains a myste1y. 

Unit 1 had just received gov
ernment approval to operate for 
10 more yeai·s past its original 
operating license. One month 
later, the eaithquake stmck, regis
tering a magnitl1de of 8.9 on the 
Richter scale offshore, but 7.9 at 
the Dai-ichi station, a level the 
reactor was supposedly designed 
to handle. 

"What does it mean for seis
mic calculations at Vermont 
Yankee?" asked Gundersen, if an 
earthquake of this magnitude 
caused a loss of coolant to the 
core at Fukushima Unit 1? 

Marissa gets out of the tmck 
and walks up to the big house. 
There are many smaller ones 
scattered around and even more 
tents. I follow. 

She opens the door and walks 
in calling hello as she goes. 

We pass a bunch of shelves 
and coats on hooks before enter
ing a large open room. 

One wall is almost entirely 
windows with sliding doors 
opening out onto a large deck. 
Inside there is plenty of furniture, 
enough chairs for a large group, 
and several tables. 

Everything looks well-worn 
but clean. One end of the room is 
a large kitchen. A man about my 
age turns from the sink to face 
us. He looks surprised, dries his 

When the tsunaini st:mck 40 
minutes later, it knocked out the 
back-up diesel generators, which 
had come on to keep the reactors' 
cooling systems operating after 
offsite power was lost. But even 
if the diesel generators had been 
positioned appropriately on high
er ground, to be sheltered from a 
tsunaini of this size, Gtmdersen 
said the giant wave had also 
taken out the nucleai· complex's 
heat suppression pumps, which 
would have therefore failed to 
cool the diesel generators had 
they been operating, causing 
them to fail anyway. 

"Eve1y plant in the world is 
subject to the same problem," he 
noted. 

After the failure of the heat 
suppression pumps and back-up 
generators, the reactors ftmc
tioned for a sho1t time on batte1y 
power, until the batteries ran 
down. At that point, the pressure 
release valves for the core con
tainment vessel would not open, 
since they nm on electricity, and 
the coolant systems ceased to 
ftmction, so the core rapidly 
began to overheat. The super
heated fuel reacted with the 
coolant water by sucking the 
oxygen out and transfo1ming it 
into hydrogen. 

Gtmdersen believes the pres
sure inside the containment cores 
soon became so intense due to 
the ftuy of the chemical reaction 
that the pressure actually 
stretched the bolts on the contain
ment lids, allowing radioactive 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

BACK TO THE 

hands on his pants and 
comes over to greet us. 

"Marissa," he says, "home 
early?" 

I am smprised to discover that 
she lives here, but I keep quiet. 

"I'm still on duty," she says. 
"I'm just dropping Theresa off, 
and then I have to nm." 

"Theresa," she says, turning 
to me, "this is Dave. Meet 
Theresa," she says to him. "She's 
a friend of Leah's and needs a 
place to stay." 

"Hi," he says, smiling and 
holding out his hand, which I 
shake. "Have you worked on a 
faim before?" 

"Well, no." 
"That's OK, most people 

haven't. If you don't mind work
ing hai·d, you'll do fine." 

Marissa has to leave in a 

gas - including hydrogen - to 
vent into the containment build
ings, where only a spark was 
needed to cause the hydrogen to 
explode. 

Meanwhile, "brave men were 
sent to manually open the pres
sure valves," but it required 300 
nuns each to open them These 
men were working in the dark, in 
the mbble, in extremely radioac
tive conditions, said Gtmdersen. 
But the vents failed, three for 
three. 

One after the other, the reactor 
buildings blew up, scattering fuel 
as fai· as half a mile from the site, 
and releasing vast amotmts of 
their radioactive inventories into 
the air and ocean. 

Gtmdersen said the condition 
of the spent fuel pool at 
Fukushima Unit 4 is still inse
cure, and a ftuther seismic event 
there could yet mptlrre this pool, 
and "split Japan in two." 

He noted that fai· more used 
fuel is stored in a vulnerable sev
enth sto1y, unhai·dened pool at 
Ve1mont Yankee than was stored 
at Fukushima that day. The 700 
tons of spent fuel at Ve1mont 
Yankee contains, he said, "as 
much cesium as was ever 
released in eve1y bomb ever test
ed in the whole world." 

The loss of offsite power at 
any American reactor could 
cause coolant systems at US 
reactors to cease ftmctioning 
within four to eight hours of a 
natlrral disaster, he added. 

He said after the Mark-I con-

hurry, and I am left alone with 
Dave, who seems to think I have 
come here because I want to 
leain how to faim. 

I spend the morning doing 
fa1m chores, also getting to know 
Dave. He doesn't seem surprised 
that I have come to stay and asks 
me whether I have a tent. I tell 
him I don't. 

"We have a few in the barn no 
one's using, but mostly, if they're 
in there, it means they leak. Why 
don't you take off early this 
afternoon. I'll give you a repair 
kit, and you can work on getting 
one of them wate1proofed." Then 
he adds, "Have you ever fixed a 
tent before?" 

''Not really," I say. "I mean, 
no, I haven't." 

He looks at me for half a sec
ond, then asks, "Have you ever 

tainment vents failed three times 
out of three at Fukushima, the 
NRC recently annotmced the 
commission had decided to 
improve the design of the vents, a 
response he derided as inade
quate. 

"I realized within a day of the 
accident that it would be as 
severe as Chernobyl, something 
that Secretary Chu and the 
Japanese did not admit for 
weeks," Gtmdersen said. 

Fukushima left ten reactor 
cores exposed, including the 
equivalent of seven cores' w01th 
of fuel in Unit 4 's storage pool. 

Still today, web cameras show 
the steam escaping night after 
night at Fukushima, as radiation 
continues to leak into the air and 
sea. In addition to noble gases, 
the rea.ctors have released mas
sive quantities of reactive iso
topes like iodine- 47, cesium and 
strontium-90. Gundersen 
explained the human body cannot 
distinguish between the iodine it 
needs, and the radioactive isotope 
of iodine, which is taken up by 
the thyroid, where it can lead to 
later cancer. Similarly our bodies 
treat cesium as if it were potassi
um, storing the radioactive iso
tope in muscles, and strontium as 
if it were calcimn, storing it in the 
bones, where it can cause 
leukemia and other cancers. 

Gundersen estimated the acci
dents at Fukushima would lead to 
"one million excess cancer 
deaths" ai·otmd the world. Ill -~ 
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slept in a tent before?" 
''Yeah, sm·e, of course," I say, 

though I have only camped out a 
few times when I was a teenager. 

"Just checking," he says, grin
ning. He has a nice smile. 

I grin back at him, though I 
am not sure why. 

''You still work for Comcast?" 
he asks, nodding at my tmifo1m. 

''No, I never did," I tell him. 
"I just bonowed this from 
Marissa." 

''You bonowed a tmifo1m?" 
he asks, raising one eyebrow. 

How do I explain that I was 
hiding in a dirty tlmnel in my 
pajamas? "It's complicated," I 
say. I know that I will have to tell 
him something. After all I will 
need to explain why I am up at 
night and sleep during the day. 

- Continued Ne."Ct Issue 

THE TOWN OF 
MONTAGUE 

is accepting bids for the purchase 
of surplus equipment. 

A list of the eqU1pment to be 
sold can be obtained and viewed 

at the Montague WPCF 
34 Greenfield Rd., Montague, 

1\iiA between 8:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M. Monday through Friday. 

413-773-8865. 
3 

The Town of Montague reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids. 

TOWN OF MONTAGUE 
Water Pollution Control Facility 

Seeks a WPCF Laborer 

Full time position, 40 Hrs. /week, 
involves overtime, rotating week

ends and holiday 
coverage.General tasks involve 

maintenance & repair of equip-
ment, buildings & grounds. 

Assist the operating staff in the 
operation of the Water Pollution 
Control Facility. Exposure to raw 
sewage and various process waste 

stream is involved. Entry into 
confined space is required. Job 

description available upon 
request. 

A completed application & 
resume must be delivered to the 
WPCF no later than 2:00 PM by 

March 23rd 2012. 

Montague WPCF, 34 Greenfield 
Rd., Montague, MA 01351-9522 

413-773-8865 

,o .:.w ;,;.., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

:Nina's New Exhibit Opens 
April 5th 

"Fervor from 
the Truth" 

Greenfield ~ Co-operative: db.. 
Bank 

A Great Finandal Partol!.• "" 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

(al 
$ 

MEMBERFOIC 
MEMBERSIF 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured :1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 

28 Momague su.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combfnations Changed 

'Jfw ~:;;- &r'"" a!Jm,tng-
··:i - Burgers & Beer 

't.. .,__==,.,,. ·n front of the fire 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

Nooft 
IO% off your purchase when you 
donate a story to the 'Omnium Gatherums' 
story collection project. 

art . craft . design 

Hours: Thurs 4-6 

Fri - Sat 1-6 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.ron 

II,., T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spodali:dng in all Otpf..lffl ol Lawn and Prapwfy MointN,anw. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Rosidentinl & Ccmmminl - luNv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN ENT Turners Falls The Puzzle of New 
England's Predators. Join naturalist 
John Foster for a slide show of New 

THURSDAY, MARCH 22nd 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Kelianna, 8 - 10 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Le Cheile, an 
Irish Session, 8 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft 
Night, 7 p.m. 

Trails Committee sponsored an East 
Leverett Trails Photo Contest, and 
the photographs are on display in the 
Community Room. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Wendell Free Library: fabric arts 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. exhibition, Painting with Thread, by 

Helen V. Purple of Petersham. 
EVERY THURSDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls 
Acoustic open mic, with Dan, Kip and 
Shultzy from Curly Fingers DuPree 
hosting. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Song 
Shop Open Mic, 8 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW until March 31st 
Gallery A3, Amherst Cinema Bldg. 
Seeing Into Metal, photography by 
Wendell's Gloria Kegeles. Shooting 
with a vintage Nikon camera, she 
combines skill, instinct and humor 
with her in-camera compositions. 

MARCH 
Elmer's Store, Ashfield The Eye, 
The Lens, The Hand. B&W views 
from Wendell photographer Morgan 
Hoyle-Combs. 

MARCH through APRIL 
Leverett Library: Photographs from 
the East Leverett Trails. The Leverett 

NOW through APRIL 1st 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Imitating Art, a student photographic 
exhibition featuring attempts to photo
graphically reproduce an original work 
of art. 

NOW through MARCH 28th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: East to West-Stories, 
Games, and Festival, an exhibit in 
the Great Hall. Art, history, and liter
ature converge in this exhibit of 
Chinese-inspired student art. As part 
of our valley-wide BIG READ of the 
Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 15th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Bird Migration, Join 
UMASS Biology professor, Bruce 
Byers, for a discussion on ornitholo
gy and bird migration, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 48 
Solutions, Planemo, Goat Boy, 
rock/indie, 9 p.m. ' 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Filiault 
& Friends, Acoustic Rock, 8-10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 9 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
TJay, 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Chickenwire, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Freres & 
Pere (Roland) Lapierre , folk, rock, 
Free, 930 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16th and 
SATURDAY, MARCH 17th 
Turners Falls High School: Bye Bye 
Birdie presented by Turners Falls 
High School and Great Falls Middle 
School, 7 p.m. Also matinee Sunday, 
March 18th at 1 p.m. 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 
Syrup, One Sweet Performance 
Festival, A delicious potpourri of 
world class theatre, music, and 
dance for all ages. See website for 
details: ptco.org. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON NET 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• .,:~2i!';~ ~.~!~! I!~~. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

England's predators. Let's demystify 
~ these animals, 1 - 2:15 p.m. MONDAY, MARCH 26th 
i 
~ Montague Grange: Gender-role free 
;l Contra Dance, 7 - 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23rd 7:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 24th 8:30 p.m. 
Shelburne Falls: Pothole pictures 
presents, Fiddler on the Roof Sing-a
long, 1971,G. 

Dej~ Brew, Wendell All Small Caps, 
A Night of Spoken Word, 7-10 p.m. 

z 
:::, 

g Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levangie 
§ & The Mud, Blood & Beer Band. 
~ Singing all your Johnny Cash FRIDAY, MARCH 23rd 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Dada 
Dino's open mic, 8 p.m. 

~ favorites, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Tum it Loose, 9:30 p.m. 

1l1ichael Robii1s reads his poetry 
atThe Re11dezvous, 011 Su11day, 

March 18th at 5:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer with DJ Greg 2000, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18th 
Academy of Music, Northampton: 
Celtic Heels' Irish Dance Company 
Production, 2 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Birds of Prey, Come 
listen to stories about birds of prey. 
Ages 3-6. 10:30 a.m. 

Episcopal Church, Greenfield: St. 
James Coffeehouse featuring The 
Annual All Coop-ed Up Concert, A 
Sneak Preview of This Summer's 
Line-Up. 7 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill Heather 
Maloney, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Jen 
Kearney, 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
TJ & The Peepers, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Atom 
Planet & Medicine Warriors, folk, 
930 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 24th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Investigation Station: 
native species underneath a micro
scope' Between 10 30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill : Tiny Radars 
Bookmi/1 Residency Series #04, fea
turing Trials & Tribulations and 23 
Quartet, 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Zydeco Connection, 8 p.m. Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Michael 

Robins, poetry reading, 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Deja Brew, Wendell Now & Then 

Acoustic Rock, 9 - 11 p.m. ' 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Marlene 
Lavelle and Friends, 7:30 p.m. Free. Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

Deia Brew, Wendell: John Sheldon, 8 
Afterglo, 9 30 p.m. 

- 10 p.m. Rendezvous, Turners Falls Zombie 

MONDAY, MARCH 19th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo, 8 
p.m. Free. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21st 
Leverett Library: Dr Dan Bennett of 
the Leverett Historical Society will 
read and discuss a letter sent from 
the battlefield by a soldier from North 
Leverett, followed by the singing of a 
Civil War march by the Leverett 
Community Chorus under the direc
tion of Anne Louise White. Book dis
cussion of March, by Geraldine 
Brooks at 7 p.m .. Dessert potluck, 
6:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Quiznite 
with Quizmaster Alex, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Harmaniac 
Brothers, 8-10 p.m. 

Nurse 1st Zombiversary Party & 
Show, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25th 
Montague Grange: Vintage & 
Antiques Market, quality vintage and 
antiques vendors bring their wares to 
the Grange, 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: Filmed on 
location in Wendell, Montague, 
Greenfield, & South Deerfield, and 
with an all Wendell cast, Donna and 
Alia Go Scrapping (36 minutes) fea
tures original music and eye-popping 
choreography' Shows at 7 & 8:30 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Mad 
Men Season Premier Party, and pre
and post-show Karaoke & DJ'ing 
from TNT Karaoke Productions, 8 
p.m. 

t~J.}\ IK1J 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street Turners Falls 
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
* Teen Center Co.terage: 

Tues - Sat, 2:30 to 6 p.m. 
* Seeking Facilitators & 

Volunteers for the 
Summer Workshop Series 
Contact Erin (413) 863-9576 

emy=@brickhousecommuorg 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 3/16 9 - 11 p.m. 
Nexus 

Saturday, 3/1 7 9 p.m. 
Josh Levangie & The 

Mud, Blood & Beer Band 
Stwday, 3/18 8 - 10 p.m. 

John Sheldon 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS 3/15 9pm FREE 
PLANEMO 48 SOLUTIONS 

GOAT BOY lrock/indiel 

fRI 3/ 16 9:30pm FREE 
Freres & Roland Lapierre 

Crock/folk, etcl 

SAT 3/17 9:30 $3 
ROCK IT QUEER 

SUN 3/18 FREE 
5:30 Poetry: Michael Robins 
7:30 Music: Marlene Lavelle 

MON 3/ 19 8pm FREE 
BINGO!!! 

11..-ma, 
lUMIRSN&&S. Ma 
IDIII...,,.._ 
TE&.i411-ltl•ll61 

Hunting, Fishing & Archery 
Ammo • Black Powder • Knives • Live Bait 

--~- i; The Shedsmith 
Custom Made with 

Local Timber 

Sheds and Chicken Coops 

Buy Locally 

Todd Muller 
413-77 5-357 5 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

l l 05 Mohawk Trail ~ Route 2 West 
Shelburne Falls, Moss O 13 70 

ArroWheodbaitshop.com 
413-625-3090 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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61:o ~anish roisfortun~ 
St, flabdcN 6 ~"'I 
BY DAVID BRULE 
NORTHAMPTON - Ah, now 
if ye 're at all like me, this is the 
season to be Ireland dreaming. 
And also, ifye're like me, you 
can't afford the budget-killing 
prices Aer Lingus is asking 
these days to get back there 
once more, to quell your longing 
for Galway Bay, the Lakes of 
Killarney, or the hills of 
Donegal. 

I'll tell you what I'll do this 
St. Paddy's time of year, and you 
can join me if you like. (Sure, I 
cham1ed the editors of this rag 
into giving me a pass on the 
strict mies of objective journal
ism they 1101mally maintain, just 
for this one important occasion.) 

So come with me as I unpack 
me fiddle and roisin me bow, 
and settle in for a few hours 
with the Banish Misfo1tune 
Boys and we'll sing ourselves 
silly with the songs and dance 
tunes of Old Ireland. 

I'm talking about a band of 
gents who tap into that vein of 
music that keeps the memories 
of Eireann alive. We settled on 
the name Banish Misfo1tune for 
our motley crew of six, mostly 
because it evokes that kind of 
poetic whimsy and optimism 
that can only be Irish. Besides, 
it's one of our favorite tunes and 
we crank it out each and eve1y 
session. 

The six of us have been play
ing together for 20 years or 
more now, along with any num
ber of 20 or more friends in 
info1mal music sessions up and 
down the Valley. But at one 
point, it occurred to us we could 
tolerate getting just a bit more 
organized and still keep the tra
dition alive. 

We got ourselves a fine invita
tion to play at the Brewe1y in 
No1thampton on Sundays, and in 
exchange for our music there'd 
be a steady flow of pints and a 
modest sum of pocket money. So 
we have settled into a weekly 
band-in-residence status. 

So if you can't afford the 
price of a seat on a flight to 
Shannon, drive over to 'Hamp 
and be transp01ted back to the 

Shamrock Shore on the wings of 
music and a little imagination. 

You'll not be disappointed. 
There'll be our man Tim on the 
concertina, a fine tall Irish boy 
from Hung1y Hill, a man with a 
hea1t as big as a tent, as only the 
Irish can have. And when he's 
not popping up to work the 
room of regulars like some sil
ver-haired Irish politician nm
ning for the Senate, kissing the 
ladies whenever he can and 
complimenting the babies, he'll 
be launching us into the bouncy 
Dingle Regatta and Chase Me 
Charley on his little squeeze
box. Or perhaps it'll be the 
hea1t-felt, oldest love song in 
the Irish repe1toire, the Eileen 
Aroon, or a totally ineverent 
song for an Irish wake: 

"Look at the coffin, 
Bright golden handles, 
Isn t it grand, boys, 
To be bloody well 
DEAD!" 

And we won't mention here 
what he has to say about the 
mourners, the preacher, and the 
widow! You'll have to come to 
hear it for yourself. 

It may be that death and taxes 
are inevitable but no one is to 
say you can't have your fun with 
it first. But you've got to keep 
that sly twinkle in your eye, just 
so some of those touchy people 
won't be offended. 

Then there'll be your man 
Sean about whom I've written 
plenty here over the years, when 
we spoke of the Spring Street 
Bridge, the Children of Lir, and 
the swans, a while back. And 
you can be sure that his version 
of the exile song Isle of 
Inishfree will set the room to 
staring into the foam on the 
pints of Guinness and promising 
to get back there before it's too 
late. If you're paying attention 
and not blathering away, you 
may well find yourself shedding 
a tear for Ireland. 

The prodigy of the band is 
our young man TJ, who if he 
doesn't play it, the instiument 
hasn't been invented yet. He's a 
grad of the Berklee College of 
Music, and he makes us all look 

Banish Misfortune (l-r): Walter Carlip (fiddle), TJ Ezold (accordion, flute, banjo, whistle), Sean Burke 
(mandolin, bouzouki), Tim Donoghue (concertina), David Bmle (fiddle). Not pictured· Dave Meuser (guitar). 

good, what with his youth, his 
brash attitude and the airay of 
instrnments he brings with him. 
He'll launch out with a sharp 
tune on the banjo, the flute, the 
penny whistle, accordion, 
bouzouki, he'd even bring his 
tuba if we let him. He's been 
honored by the establishment, 
they've named a beer for this 
gifted young man with attitude: 
the "Weizenheimer" ! 

The chair next to TJ is occu
pied by a nmnber of vi1tuosi. 
There'll be, depending on the 
week, Walter, our pony-tailed 
professor of mathematics who 
produces the most soulful and 
rich sounds from his master
piece of a violin. He brings a 
twisted sense of humor and 
often unleashes killer quips or 
brilliant plays on words that 
either make us fall to pieces 
with mirth, or moan in pain. 

When Walter is away, the 
chair is turned over to Kira, an 
all-Ireland fiddle champion 
who can challenge Sean with 
her equally heart-wrenching 
slow airs, or chaim the house 
with her lilting hornpipes. 
Sometimes there's Ted instead, 
a fellow musician from Millers 
Falls whose Geese in the Bog 
set gets the yom1gsters age three 
to ninety five (hats off to Jane 
our eldest regular!) up and jig
tapping toes or high-stepping 

heels. 
Professor Ellen can also be 

found filling in when one of us 
is away. Another all-Ireland 
champion musician on the flute, 
she could chaim the birds off the 
bush, or have the house on its 
feet with a driving reel. You can 
see, there's no lack of volunteers 
to join us. 

Finally, on either end of the 
line-out there ai·e the bookends 
who both happen to be named 
Daithi, or David, to you. Dave 
on the guitar takes care oftiying 
to organize us, that is to say 
about as much as you can organ
ize a gaggle of ceili cats. He 
takes care of our schedule, our 
account books, and he does the 
wonying for all of us. More 
than that, it's his job to keep us 
musically in line with his steady, 
subtle guitar. 

A fine singer himself, his 

Now Serving: 

West Coast of Clare adds to our 
list of sad songs, just the way the 
Irish like them. They say of the 
Irish that all our songs are sad, 
and our fighting meny! So it 
won't be long after one of those 
sad ones, that the mischief will 
stait again and we'll slip in our 
Belfast jump rope song I'll Tell 
Me Ma or dash the sadness with 
the anthem Dirty Old Town. 

As for me, well, I'd like to 
think as the saying goes, I'll tm1e 
me fiddle, roisin me bow, ai1d 
I'll be welcome wherever I go. 

Like I sta1ted out telling ye's, 
the music is the thing. It'll get 
you, get us all, back to where 
the heart is ever yeaining, at this 
time of yeai·. If you're ready to 
drive the cold winter away, to 
banish misfo1tm1e, then you'll 
be as welcome as the flowers in 
May, or as a glass of good 
Whiskey on a Sm1day. 

the deck 
is open 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL (413) 863-8666 

413-863-9S00 • loottheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Qr·d Jol111rw11. CRcnOfo:1 
ABR, CRG, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41 '3-[;(1'3-9736 • Geri Johnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residenli'1 SpedalistJ 

,o of all REALTORS hold this prestigiM cleignalion. 
Sis my b.ldge of cx,:ertiseand )OUr ~\ield of 

I!. Pul )OUr trust in the best to get 1ht job done. 
b:,ying, selling or rcfcrrilg, always choose 

S W Y'«l':~inroull!'r. 

66 French King Hwy,, Gill 
IIISl■IIIID (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO~ 

T u1'11et·s f' alls 
Pizza Hous~ 
119 Awm-•eA 
S6J~sooo 

We-Odiverl 

Grinders • Dinners • Beer & \Nine 
open 7 days • 41 years on the Ave Jf s Piz~ Time! 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
,--. - ., • ,I - - .. 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 
www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

GREENFIELD 

SOLHR STORE 
4].3•772•3122 

Actv1ce,, v~, nk /n:r~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza.mm 

JI Bank Row, Gild. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 




